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The Titans are cheered onto the field.
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Cpt. Jenna Samara (left) and Sgt. Kim-
berly Alvarez, T.C. Williams Army
JROTC Ball queen and princess, pre-
pare for the parade.

Homecoming Queen Morgan Lataillade
and King Abrahim Lamin are crowned.

Principal Suzanne Maxey
(right) with academic
principal Jessica Hillery
are ready for the game
and parade.The marching band leads the parade.

Homecoming Spirit
Students, parents, school staff got together for T.C. Williams 2012 Homecoming on the sunny after-

noon of Oct. 20, where the Titans versus Atoms football game and Homecoming parade highlighted
the final day of the Homecoming Spirit Week. This year’s theme is “T.C. in the Wild.”

— Chelsea Bryan and Yuhan Xu

Eminent Question
Voters to determine fate of amendment
to limit the use of eminent domain.

See Domain,  Page 7

By Michael Lee Pope
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N
owhere is the debate
about eminent do-
main more intense
than the foot of King

Street in Alexandria, where city
officials threatened to take land
owned by the Old Dominion Boat
Club using the power of eminent
domain for flood mitigation. The
land is currently leased by the club
as parking, creating a perpetual
source of revenue for the organi-
zation. As a result, an amendment
to the Virginia constitution that
will be on the ballot in November
could have drastic consequences.

“Any use of eminent domain af-

ter this amendment passes, could
potentially be more expensive for
the city,” said City Attorney James
Banks. “How much more expen-
sive, I have no idea — nor does
anyone else because it requires
further definition by the General
Assembly.”

Across Northern Virginia, local
government officials are con-
cerned that the amendment could
increase the cost of public-works
projects such as building roads.
The language of the amendment
allows land owners to seek dam-
ages from local governments if
they can prove a loss of profits or
a loss of access. If a county gov-
ernment prevents traffic from

Closing the Gap
School Board candidates offer variety
of perspectives on addressing failing
test scores for students with disabilities.

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

T
he last three years have
seen test scores plummet
for students with disabili-

ties, a group that constitutes an ex-
pensive and vexing challenge for
Alexandria City Public Schools.
Special education students have
the highest cost per per pupil and
the lowest scores in the system. In
the last few years, school admin-
istrators have launched a program
of “inclusion,” bringing special
education students out of their
own classrooms and placing them
in the general population. The ini-
tiative has had mixed reviews, and

it’s become a point of contention
on the campaign trail this year.

“This is good for social skills but
not good for learning,” said
Chyrell Bucksell, candidate in Dis-
trict B. “It’s important that they get
the best social skills so they can
be able to interact and that they
get educated in the way that’s best
for them in the best environment
for them, and that’s not inclusion.”

Bucksell is not the only candi-
date to be critical of inclusion. In
a series of interviews with the 11
candidates running for the three
contested seats this year, opinions
varied about how the program was
conceived and how it’s been

See CAndidates,  Page 8
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Night Whistles
Alexandria has become a whistle stop town — in more ways

than one. Trains have been a regular feature of life in the city
since before the Civil War. But lately they’ve been making a ruckus.
All over Alexandria, the sound of train whistles has been heard
night and day — even during the recent presidential debate.

“It’s very annoying,” observed Mayor Bill Euille. “Especially
at night.”

The reason for the hullabaloo is maintenance work. Florida-
based CSX is conducting track work on its railroad track between
Alexandria and Woodbridge. The horns are part of federal safety
requirements for this work, which is being conducted Sunday
though Thursday night between 8:30 p.m. and 4:30 a.m. City
officials are quick to point out that Alexandria has no authority
to alter or influence the sounding of the horns.

The project is set to end by the beginning of November.

West End Worries
For two years, tenants on the West End of Alexandria have

been protesting rent and utility increases imposed by JBG Prop-
erties. The neighborhood, known by many as the Hamlets, has
some of the last market-rate affordable housing units in Alexan-
dria. Earlier this year, JBG was one of the property owners who
worked with city officials to craft the controversial Beauregard
small-area plan, which was opposed by dozens of speakers at a
daylong public hearing before council members adopted the plan.
Supporters praised the plan for setting aside dedicated units of
affordable housing, while opponents criticized the lack of mar-
ket-rate affordable housing.

Now JBG has been named “Developer of the Year” by the Com-
mercial Real Estate Association.

“It’s not too late for JBG to show that it truly is the developer
of the year,” said Hector Pineda, longtime resident of the West
End.

Pineda and other are calling on JBG to reverse course and take
steps to ensure that redevelopment in Beauregard preserves the
existing community. As city officials move forward on rezoning
the West End, Tenets and Workers United are advocating that
the city and JBG roll back rents to 2010 rates and provide all
current residents with affordable housing in the new develop-
ment.

Through a spokesman, JBG declined to comment.

Bad Faith
When Arlington County leaders decided against moving for-

ward with an optional study for federal funding of a transit cor-
ridor along Route 1, Councilwoman Alicia Hughes accused the
Arlington County Board of acting in “bad faith.” This week, she
suggested that Alexandria withdraw a $320,000 allocation to
reimburse Arlington for the development of preliminary infor-
mation related to an environmental assessment of potentially
converting the transitway to a streetcar. Now, Vice Mayor Kerry
Donley is accusing Hughes of acting in bad faith.

“For us to now renege on an agreement that we had after Ar-
lington has in good faith gone out and expended dollars based
upon an agreement that was approved by both jurisdictions seems
to be to be a little bit in bad faith,” said Donley.

“It really does carry forward with our credibility,” said Rich
Baier, director of Transportation and Environmental Services.

Donley said that he wasn’t sure if he supported upgrading the
transit corridor from bus-rapid transit to streetcar is a good idea
because of the cost, although he said it was important for the
city to live up to an agreement between the neighboring jurisdic-
tions that was crafted earlier this year. Hughes said she didn’t
support the agreement, adding that she voted against it. Hughes
criticized Arlington for not moving forward with the optional
study.

“Until this is publicly vetted, I will not support us spending any
dollars,” said Hughes.

Hughes and Councilman Frank Fannon voted against the
appropriation.

— Michael Lee Pope

Council Notebook

By Yuhan Xu
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A
t the Alexandria City School Board’s Oct. 11
public hearing on its FY 2014 budget, par-
ents and school staff voiced their concerns

over funding for various schools
and programs.

“MacArthur is exceeding capac-
ity,” said Elizabeth Jones, repre-
senting Douglas MacArthur El-
ementary School PTA. “We have
nearly 700 students. There’s no
teachers’ lounge this year. Teach-
ers have no place to decompress,
and we need to expand the cafete-
ria. We need modular units to al-
leviate this overcrowding.”

When it comes to overgrowth in
student population, MacArthur is
not alone. George Mason Elemen-
tary School has 502 students this
year, compared to 400 six years
ago. Four to six modular units are
needed as most classes exceed the
class size cap. Additional bath-
rooms are in need as 72 teachers
and school staff are now sharing
one adult bathroom, and there are
only two bathrooms for children.

In the Superintendent of Schools
Morton Sherman’s report, the student population
keeps growing from 10,521 back to 2006 to 13,112
in 2012. “This is 25 percent increase in enrollment,”

said Sherman. “This is at the top of our planning
list.”

While overcrowding is an urgent issue, after-school
programming is another area that requires more
funding. “The foreign language after-school program
varies every year,” Jones said. “I’d like to see the
school consistently provide foreign language oppor-
tunities in the after-school program and ideally in-
corporate it into school day across the entire divi-
sion. It will be nice to have Mandarin and Spanish
all the time. And last year, we had a successful chess
program. One hundred students were interested in
taking that program, but we couldn’t accommodate

all the students. I’d like to urge the
School Board to fund the pro-
grams.”

Ashley Chappell, representative
of Cora Kelly School for Math, Sci-
ence and Technology, also said
parents would like to have more
after-school programs to provide
more opportunities for children.

Besides expressing the needs for
funding, representatives of school
provided suggestions. “If we can’t
do it with funds,” said Tom Tyler,
president of Cora Kelly PTA. “Let’s
do it with grants. We’re so excited
to work with the grant writer to
seek more grants. I was so im-
pressed with the grants that Cora
Kelly had and benefited so many
children there.”

At the meeting, T.C. Williams
Principal Suzanne Maxey updated
board members on the school’s
transformation and requested
them to fully fund the cost of Ad-
vanced Placement examinations.

The FY 2014 budget calendar is scheduled for ap-
proval on the School Board meeting on Oct. 25.

ACPS School Board members, from left: Helen Morris, vice chair; Sheryl Gorsuch,
chairman; Morton Sherman, Superintendent and Arthur Peabody.

Overcrowding Leads Budget Concerns
Parents also seek
improved after-school
programs.

Elizabeth Jones, who
represents the Douglas
MacArthur Elementary
School PTA, speaks at the
meeting.

Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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Parents, students
and school offi-
cials attended the
School Board
meeting on Oct.
11.

Photos by Yuhan Xu/

Gazette Packet
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P
ublic art has always created public dis-
agreement. Whether it’s the Confederate
veteran on South Washington Street or the
suggestive sculpture at the intersection of

Mount Vernon and Commonwealth avenues, some
of Alexandria’s hottest arguments have been sparked
by public art.

And that talk is not cheap.
Over the years, developers have contributed works

that range in value from $10,000 to $10 million. But
the contributions have lacked consistency, leading
city officials to consider a number of possible solu-
tions. One idea under discussion was to require de-
velopers to pay 50 cents for each square foot — an
idea that provoked massive resistance among com-
mercial property owners at a public hearing earlier
this month. That idea was spiked in favor of return-
ing to a case-by-case approach, although that was
also unpopular.

“We do not support the lack of clarity and guid-

ance on the amount of money that developers will
be expected to contribute,” said David Millard, rep-
resenting a group of commercial property owners.
“The policy has had a number of extravagant sug-
gestions for what this contribution should be.”

Councilman David Speck offered a compromise —
require developers to contribute 30 cents for each
square foot of development, with a maximum con-
tribution of $75,000. City leaders say that will bring
Alexandria in line with other public art policies in
Arlington County and the District of Columbia. Coun-
cil members approved the compromise motion this
week, adding an exemption for parking garages when
calculating the square footage.

“What do developers hate more than anything else?
Uncertainty,” said Speck. “You want to control your
costs, You don’t want costs added on that you can’t
control. And you definitely want to know what the
specifics are.”

Requiring Art
New policy asks
developers to contribute
30 cents for each square
foot of development.

This piece of public art at the intersec-
tion of Mount Vernon and Common-
wealth avenues has prompted much
debate in Del Ray.
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Paid for by Pepper for Council • Authorized by Redella S. “Del” Pepper

Experience, leadership, vision,
and the courage to make tough,

balanced policy decisions.

Vote November 6
Polls Open 6 am-7 pm

Vote Democratic: Euille for Mayor
For Council: Pepper – Chapman –

Lovain – Silberberg – Smedberg – Wilson
www.delpepper.com

Re-elect Councilwoman
Del Pepper

News

I
t was during a routine mammogram in
1994 that then-city manager Vola
Lawson discovered she had breast can-

cer. Shortly thereafter, her mother and two
sisters were diagnosed with the disease.

“This is something I am passionate about,”
said Lawson prior to this year’s walk. “It’s
because of a mammogram that I am alive
and one of my sisters is not so I am com-
mitted to helping every woman in the city
get the screening they need regardless of
their economic situation.”

Still recovering from a double mastec-
tomy in 1995, Lawson founded the city’s
annual Walk to Fight Breast Cancer, which
celebrated its 17th anniversary Oct. 20 and
raised more than $90,000 to fund
mammograms and other diagnostic screen-
ings for Alexandria women who are not
adequately insured to obtain medical care.

More than 900 walkers and runners took
to the starting line on Eisenhower Avenue
to raise money for the Walk to Fight Breast
Cancer Fund, which has provided
mammograms to more than 7,000 women
since its inception. Major donors included
Jack Taylor’s Alexandria Toyota/Scion, who
pledged $50 for every car sold during the
month of Octobers and $15 for every
Facebook “Like,” and the Alexandria Fire

Department.
“We will keep selling the T-shirts,” said

Capt. Rodney Masser of the fundraising ef-
fort that raised more than $7,000. “They
will be available at Station 201 on Prince
Street until they’re gone.”

The event is jointly sponsored by the City
of Alexandria and the Inova Alexandria
Hospital Foundation.

“My life was saved by a mammogram,”
Lawson said. “We need to give every woman
in this city that same chance.”

For information or to make a donation,
contact Sarah Watson at 703-746-3123 or
sarah.watson@alexandriava.gov or visit
www.alexcancerwalk.com.

Walk founder and breast
cancer survivor Vola
Lawson addresses the
crowd in the Hoffman
Center parking lot prior to
the start of this year’s walk.

Station 201 firefighters Fred Ruff, Rachel
Grayson, Tim Curley, Mike Johnson, Ray
Whatley, Dale Barr and Rodney Masser
sold “Fire Up for the Cause” t-shirts to
raise money for the walk.

The Power of Pink
Walk to fight breast
cancer raises $90,000.

Breast cancer surgeon Dr. David
Weintritt is flanked by two-time
survivor Ellen Vlasak, left, and
recently diagnosed Brenda King.
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— Jeanne Theismann

The
superior
man
makes
the
difficulty
to be
overcome
his first
interest;
success
comes
only later.
—Confucius
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turning into a parking lot, for ex-
ample, a retail outlet could seek dam-
ages for loss of access to the business.

The Old Domin-
ion Boat Club,
on the other
hand, could seek
damages for the
loss of profits on
the parking
spaces.

“Virginia has
one of the worst
state constitu-
tions in the en-
tire country with
regard to prop-
erty rights,” said
Ilya Somin, pro-
fessor of law at
George Mason
U n i v e r s i t y .
“Most state con-
stitutions say
you can only
take property for
a public use. But
what the Vir-
ginia constitu-
tion currently
says is you can
condemn prop-

erty for any reason the legislature
defines as a pubic use.”

THE AMENDMENT before voters
this year is, in many ways, part of the
backlash against the U.S. Supreme
Court decision in Kelo versus City of

Amendment on Eminent Domain on Ballot
News

Alexandria
city officials
have threat-
ened to take
these parking
spaces using
the power of
eminent
domain. If an
amendment to
the Virginia
constitution is
approved by
voters in
November,
members of
the Old Do-
minion Boat
Club could
seek damages
for a loss of
profits.P
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From Page 1

New London. Virginia is one of 44 states
that enacted legislation limiting how emi-
nent domain could be used in the wake of
the decision, a five-to-four ruling that
opened the door to governments taking pri-
vate property for “public purpose,” even if
that means economic revitalization. Legis-
lators have already passed a law that pre-
vents government officials from condemn-
ing property for economic development or
private use, although supporters of the
amendment say the amendment would be
more permanent than a statutory restric-
tion.

“Institutionalizing it in the constitution
prevents the legislature from backsliding on
this later as they would quite possibly be

inclined to do as public opinion moves on
to other issues,” said Somin. “In the short
run, that part of the amendment would
change very little, but it would entrench this
against future change by the legislature,
which I think is very important.”

The language of the amendment goes
beyond codifying the existing prohibition
against taking private land for public use.
It also creates a new way for landowners to
seek damages from local governments if
they can prove in court that they have lost
access or profits. That concerns local gov-
ernment leaders who are worried that the
new limitations might dramatically increase
the cost of public-works projects while in-
flicting unintended consequences on unsus-

pecting property owners.
“There may be a perverse incentive now

to look at residential property rather than
commercial properties when jurisdictions
might be looking at eminent domain said
state Sen. Barbara Favola (D-31). “This
compensation for lost profits is going to be
a complicating factor.”

THE POLITICS of eminent domain are not
strictly partisan, although Republicans seem
united in their support of the amendment.
State Sen. George Barker (D-39) voted for
the amendment last year in an effort to strip
out language adding the ability of property
owners to seek interest on top of the loss of
profits and loss of access. This year, he voted
against the bill, which he says he opposed
all along.

“It’s nowhere near as bad as the proposal
that came out of committee last year,” said
Barker in an interview earlier this year. “But
it still has very significant negative conse-
quences in terms of cost, and it’s also some-
thing that would be very difficult to change.”

The amendment has not received much
attention this year, and many voters may
be hearing about it for the first time when
they enter the polls on Election Day. Some
of the Democratic sample ballots are en-
couraging voters to reject the amendment,
but many say the threat of eminent domain
could be enough to turn the tide in favor of
the initiative.

“I can imagine why Democrats in North-
ern Virginia wouldn’t be as keen on the
amendment as folks in other parts of the
state because one can imagine eminent do-
main being used more because of all the
development in Northern Virginia,” said
Kyle Kondick, analyst for the University of
Virginia Center for Politics. “I’d be surprised
if it didn’t pass because when given the
opportunity to limit eminent domain, vot-
ers would probably decide to do that.”

If the amendment is successful, members
of the General Assembly will have to pass
another bill outlining what would consti-
tute a loss of profits and a loss of access.

“I’d be
surprised if it
didn’t pass
because when
given the
opportunity to
limit eminent
domain,
voters would
probably
decide to do
that.”

— Kyle Kondick,
analyst with the

University of Virginia
Center for Politics

The Passover Amendment
By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

E
very year, the Virginia General As-
sembly convenes several weeks
after the session to react to the

governor’s vetoes. The “veto session” fre-
quently conflicts with Passover — the
Jewish festival that commemorates the
flight of the ancient Israelites out of sla-
very in Egypt. That posed a problem
for former Del. David Englin (D-45).
Should he remain true to his religion
and skip the important legislative ses-
sion. Or should he remain true to his
constituents?

“During my first year in the General
Assembly, the reconvened session fell on
Passover,” said Englin, who now lives in
California. “That’s when I learned that
the Virginia constitution gives the Gen-
eral Assembly zero flexibility over the
date of the reconvened session, which

happens after every regular session.”
The state constitution stipulates that the

General Assembly must convene on the
sixth Wednesday after the session. Because
of the way the calendar falls, that frequently
coincides with Passover. For Jews, the con-
flict creates a difficult decision — one that
had Jews such as Englin and state Sen.
Adam Ebbin (D-30) working on one of
Judaism’s most important holidays.

“For Jews, it’s an important holiday,” said
Ebbin. “And every member of the General
Assembly should be able to practice their
religion.”

Because the language at issue is in the
text of the constitution, the only way to cre-
ate flexibility is by creating another consti-
tutional amendment. That’s what will be
before voters this November. The language
on the ballot won’t say anything about Pass-
over, though. Instead, it will present voters
with a question about whether the consti-
tution should be amended to allow the Gen-

eral Assembly to delay the veto session
by a week.

“The fate of the commonwealth will
not rise or fall with this amendment,”
said Englin. “However, voters should sup-
port it because it makes sense to give the
General Assembly a small amount of flex-
ibility over its own calendar to deconflict
with important events, without allowing
so much wiggle room that people could
play politics with the schedule.”

The amendment has no organized
opposition, and passed the General As-
sembly overwhelmingly. It’s received
very little attention, though. Many vot-
ers remain unaware that it’s even on
the ballot.

“The way I explained it at the Fairfax
County Democratic Committee when
they asked me to explain it to them, I
said it’s one view but if you really hate
Jews just vote no,” joked Del. Scott
Surovell (D-44).

Amendment would give General Assembly more flexibility.
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Candidates: How Best To Educate Students with Disabilities
funded. The two incumbents running for
reelection in District A and District B de-
fended the idea and how it’s been imple-
mented.

“I believe inclusion is properly staffed,”
said Marc Williams, who was first elected
in 2008. “We will certainly, in the next bud-
get process, have the opportunity to see if
it needs to be calibrated.”

“It takes time for teachers to become com-
fortable with this and become expert at it,”
said Helen Morris, who was first elected in
2009. “But I believe we are on the right
path.”

WHEN ASKED ABOUT the reason for the
declining scores, several of the candidates
were critical of the current School Board.
Some suggested that cutting the number
of special education teachers was a mis-
take, even if the population of students
with disabilities has decreased by 260 stu-
dents in the last four years. Others say cur-
rent members have simply not been listen-
ing.

“I think our current School Board has
made a practice of not listening to parents,”
said Heath Wells, candidate in District B.
“And I think that’s one of the reasons why
we are having problems with our scores.”

The school system currently has about
1,500 special education students, which
costs taxpayers about $24 million a year
to educate. That’s about 285 positions. Ear-
lier this year, School Board members con-
sidered a proposal that would have re-
duced the number of special education
teachers while increasing the number of
paraprofessionals, a move that some can-
didates said might be a mistake.

“If you talk to the teachers, they’ll tell you
they are stretched too thin,” said Justin
Keating, candidate in District B. “There are
plenty of ways that more resources for spe-
cial ed, whether it be teachers or supplies

and technology, can also be used in a lot of
ways to benefit the general population.”

FAILING TEST SCORES has been a prob-
lem for city schools for years, although the
No Child Left Behind Law has made the
deficiencies more transparent. A 2008 re-
view of the school system by the Virginia
Department of Education found six areas
where Alexandria City Public Schools was
not meeting the needs of its special-edu-
cation population. That was also the con-
clusion of an audit conducted by the Vir-
ginia Association of School Superinten-
dents. Administrators say they are work-
ing to implement recommendations out-
lined in the audits, but some of the candi-
dates say progress has been too slow.

“[Superintendent of Schools Morton]
Sherman and the board has been able to
get away with this because there hasn’t been
enough focus on it,” said Bill Campbell, can-
didate in District A. “If I’m on the board,
they won’t be able to do that.”

But creating a new focus for special edu-
cation may prove to be a challenging task
for the next School Board. The division has
a goal of including 80 percent of students
during 80 percent of the school day. Mean-
while, funding is tight and special educa-
tion is already one of the most expensive
areas of the budget. Nevertheless, several
of the candidates said they would push for
more funding.

“I want to put the specialist back in spe-
cial education,” said Michael Brookbank,
candidate in District A. “That means you
are going to have new hires, and you are
going to have to have more special ed
teachers and full-time employees who are
directly addressing this issue.”

MOST OF THE CANDIDATES support
the program of inclusion, although several
were critical of how it’s been implemented.
Recent changes to funding for special edu-

cation, for example, were seen by many as
the wrong course of action. Several said
that the next School Board had to use the
budget process to make sure that inclusion
was properly funded to fully realize the
vision.

“Inclusion was working great the first year
they introduced it because a lot of the teach-
ers understood it and it worked really well.
The second year it’s underfunded, and the
third year they changed the program and
it’s nonexistent,” said Karen Graf, candidate
in District A. “So yeah, you can sit there
and tout the philosophy, but what you do
matters and they are not doing it well.”

“They have been mainstreaming a lot of
children into regular classrooms, taking
them out of supported services and so that’s
going to create issues where the numbers
do get lowered because they don’t have
those support systems,” added Joyce
Rawlings, candidate in District A. “You’re
putting more children in mainstream with-
out the proper supports in those class-
rooms.”

Several candidates called for a district-
wide needs assessment to determine which
schools needed the most help so that re-
sources could be properly channeled.

“I know that there are lot of special edu-
cation teachers in Alexandria who are
stretched way too thin right now,” said
Kelly Carmichael Booz, candidate in Dis-
trict B. “And it’s really incumbent on the
principals and the administration to say we
need to get more resources into the
school.”

Many of the candidates praised the au-
tism program at John Adams Elementary
School, saying it was a model that other
school systems should follow. Ultimately,
though test scores show that special-edu-
cation students continue to fall behind.
That’s an issue that will fall on the shoul-
ders of the next School Board, which will
have at least six new members next year.

“I wish there were a silver bullet, but
there’s not,” said Kapsis. “In the end, it
comes down to having strong leadership
in the classroom.”

DECLINING TEST SCORES IN SPECIAL EDUCATION
2009-2010 2010-2011 2011-2012

ENGLISH
division 69 percent 51 percent 52 percent
state 73 percent 67 percent 66 percent

MATH
division 64 percent 50 percent 27 percent
state 73 percent 66 percent 40 percent

WRITING
division 59 percent 59 percent 52 percent
state 62 percent 62 percent 61 percent

HISTORY
division 69 percent 48 percent 45 percent
state 72 percent 61 percent 61 percent

SCIENCE
division 59 percent 55 percent 51 percent
state 71 percent 70 percent 70 percent

Source: Virginia Department of Education

Candidates in Contested School Board Races
District A

❖ Bill Campbell, 50: A native of
Fairmont, W.V., Campbell has a
bachelor’s degree in mechanical en-
gineering from West Virginia
University and a master’s degree in
paralegal studies from Georgetown
University. He is currently a project
engineer for the Department of De-
fense. He has two boys in middle
school, both of whom attend George
Washington Middle School and a
daughter who graduated T.C. Will-
iams High School in 2010. He votes
in the Durant precinct.

❖ Karen Graf, 41: A native of
San Francisco, Graf has a bachelor’s
degree in English literature from
California State University, Chico,
and a master’s degree in technical
communications from Northeastern
University in Boston. She is currently
a stay-at-home mother, and she is a
former technical writer and a previ-
ous manager of writers and editors.
She has two boys at Mount Vernon

Community School and a daughter who
will be attending Kindergarten at Mount
Vernon next year. Graf votes at the
Mount Vernon precinct.

❖ Stephanie Kapsis, 29: A native
of Washington, D.C., Kapsis was raised
in McLean and has a bachelor’s degree
in politics from Princeton University and
a master’s degree in teaching from Pace
University. She has been a classroom
teacher and a director at Teach for
America. Kapsis votes at the George
Washington School precinct.

❖ Helen Morris, 46: A native of
Kingston, Penn., Morris was raised in
Binghamton, N.Y. She has a bachelor’s
degree in linguistics from the University
of Michigan and a graduate degree in
early Irish language and literature from
University College Dublin. She is cur-
rently a freelance project manager in
education policy issues and a stay-at-
home mother. Morris votes at the
Durant Center precinct.

❖ Joyce Rawlings, 62: A native of
Washington, D.C., Rawlings attended
classes at Northern Virginia Community
College. She is currently a program co-

ordinator for the Family Resource
Learning Center. She had three children
graduate from T.C. Williams High
School in 1985, 1987 and 1996. She
votes at the Cora Kelly precinct.

❖ Heath Wells, 43: A native of
Kettering, Ohio, Wells has a bachelor’s
degree in civil engineering from Virginia
Military Institute and a juris doctorate
from American University. He is cur-
rently an Army attorney, and his wife is
pregnant with a child that Wells says
will likely attend Jefferson-Houston
School. He votes at the Durant Center
precinct.

District B
❖ Kelly Carmichael Booz, 33: A

native of Minneapolis, Booz has a
bachelor’s degree in psychology with a
minor in women’s studies at Carleton
College in Minnesota. She also has a
master’s degree in social foundations in
education from the University of Vir-
ginia. Booz is currently the director of
civic education at the Center for the

Constitution at James Madison’s
Montpellier. She is currently pregnant
with a child that will join Alexandria
City Public Schools in 2018. Booz votes
at the Maury precinct.

❖ Michael Brookbank, 65: A na-
tive of High Point, N.C., Brookbank was
raised in Columbus, Ga. He has a
bachelor’s degree in mathematics from
the University of Georgia and a master’s
degree in business administration from
George Mason University. Brookbank is
retired from the U.S. Navy, and he is
currently a certified financial planner.
He has twin boys enrolled at MacArthur
Elementary School. Brookbank votes at
Beth El Temple precinct.

❖ Chyrell Bucksell, 28: A native of
Washington, D.C., Bucksell was raised
in Alexandria and graduated from T.C.
Williams High School in 2001. She at-
tended classes at Northern Virginia
Community College, and she is currently
a patient service coordinator for a vas-
cular care practice. She has two children
in Alexandria City Public Schools, one at
Jefferson-Houston School and one at
Tucker Elementary School. Bucksell

votes at the James K. Polk School.
❖ Justin Keating, 37: A native

of Buffalo, N.Y., Keating has a
bachelor’s degree in political science
from SUNY College at Fredonia and
a juris doctorate from George Wash-
ington University. He is currently a
lawyer representing labor unions
and pension funds. His older son
will start Kindergarten next year,
probably at Maury Elementary
School. Keating votes at the Maury
precinct.

❖ Marc Williams, 53: A native
of Versailles, Ky., Williams has a
bachelor’s degree in political science
from the University of the South and
a juris doctorate from the University
of Virginia. He is currently part of
IBM’s governmental programs
group, where he is responsible for
global intellectual property. He has
a son who graduated from T.C. Wil-
liams High School in 2012, a son at
T.C. Williams and a daughter who is
a student at George Washington
Middle School. He votes at the
George Mason School precinct.
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By Max Rotermund

I
t all began almost 20 years ago when
Immanuel Church on the Hill (ICOH)
at Quaker Lane and Seminary Road
received an offer of pumpkins, ini-

tially a quarter-truck load, to be sold by the
church with the proceeds to be shared with
the program that grew the pumpkins on a
Navajo reservation in New Mexico. Five
women took on the challenge. The vestry
approved and dedicated all proceeds to
charity. That was a fateful decision. It al-
lowed the ICOH Pumpkin Patch to become
the second most successful patch among the
more than 1,200 patches run by churches
across the nation. It is probable that many
of the Pumpkin Patch’s diverse customers
would be less likely to buy pumpkins were
the profits to remain at the church.

Wendy John was one of these women. But
as things typically evolve in voluntary or-
ganizations, John’s activism soon put her
in charge of the program. Her charismatic,
smiling leadership, hidden behind the
Pumpkin Lady’s apron, slowly increased
sales from that quarter-truck load to five
truck loads in October 2011 at the Patch.
The tale of ever-increasing sales from
10,000 pounds to almost 200,000 pounds
(100 tons) last  fall is an example of pure
business success. How does one sell 100
tons of pumpkins in less than one month?

It was the first Sunday morning in Octo-
ber 2011 at Immanuel Church on the Hill
on Seminary Road. Parishioners arrived for
what has become known as the Mass on the
Grass, a service held on the church grounds.
They wore work-in-the-garden clothes to
the service. In front of the church stood two
semi-trailers, their back doors open await-
ing the parishioners. After the service, they
unloaded some 80,000 pounds of pumpkins
in two or three hours. So began the annual
fall rite of the ICOH Pumpkin Patch. This
rite of fall has been performed for 20 years
and will be repeated this year.

Over the years, John added other mer-

chandise to be sold at the Patch. Part of the
logic of adding other goods to be sold was
the realization that the proceeds would go
100 percent to charities. Furthermore, the
anticipation of more than just pumpkins
would draw repeat customers to the patch.
To make this part of the enterprise viable,
John encouraged parishioners to make and
provide craft items, cookies, cupcakes
breads and soups. A few years ago, one
parishioner began making Apple Crisps to
be sold. The arrival of the Crisps has be-
come a major event at the Patch. Early cus-
tomers always ask when the delicious pies
will arrive. They buy all that are made, over
500 last year. An assembly line of parishio-
ners now prepares the Apple Crisps.

Parishioners contribute well over 1,000
hours to make the patch a success. The
1,000 hours refers to the number of per-
son-hours needed just to staff the Patch
while it is open to the public. Uncounted
are the many more hours that go into man-
agement of the Patch, making goodies, and
coordination of the volunteers. An intense
publicity effort of placing press releases in
regional newspapers, the Internet, on store-
fronts and signs on lawns has resulted in
the Patch becoming an annual event for
people who live far from Alexandria. News
editors accept the releases because they
know the charitable focus of the Patch.

Most of the parishioner-volunteers, of all
ages, have never held sales positions, thus
requiring prompting and encouragement to
make the Patch experience as pleasurable
as possible for its customers and the volun-
teers. Volunteers gain from the many social
interactions that occur at the Patch. Cus-
tomers, even repeat ones, are encouraged
to buy through the reminder that “it is all
for charity.” Visitors to the Patch also are
told that the Navajo tribe benefits from the
sales. Families with children and camera in
tow are told that the volunteers will be glad
to take photographs of the kids and their
parents — no charge. This total effort is
designed to draw people of all ways of life
to the Patch, not just members of ICOH and
not just Alexandrians.

Where does the money go? First, the
funds are split with those who provide the
pumpkins at no charge to the Patch. The
remainder goes to charities, mostly local
groups. Approximately $500,000 has been

donated to charities over the last dozen
years. This year’s installment is double that
which was donated a decade ago. What
happens to the few leftover pumpkins? A
large-animal rescue shelter down Interstate
95 picks them up to feed their animals. The
Patch is a no-waste operation.

The ICOH Pumpkin Patch is a wonderful
example of people coming together to do
good work, a lot of it, under excellent lead-
ership, to great effect. This year is also a
milestone in John’s career as the Pumpkin
Lady. She has initiated planning for her sec-
ond retirement, a task almost as large as
running the Patch.

John’s personal history matches that of
many Alexandrians. Born and raised some-
where else, Boston in her case, she was edu-
cated at Smith College (magna cum laude,
Phi Beta Kappa) and the University of Texas
School of Law. Forty years ago, women were
still an exception in law schools. She then
spent a career working for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Office of the General
Counsel representing the Forest Service.
Married for 40 years, and counting, she has
two married sons, one a U.S. Air Force of-
ficer and the other, a published author.º

Her successes in both professional and
family life speak to her entrepreneurial
spark. Her drive and charisma reflect her
background and put the Patch on the road
to success as a major contributor to life in
Alexandria. She is a Living Legend.

Pumpkin Purveyor for Charity
2012 Living Legend
of Alexandria Wendy
McGann John.

Living Legends

 Photo by Nina Tisara

Wendy McGann John, Immanuel Church on the Hill’s Pumpkin Lady.

Living Legends of Alexandria is an
ongoing 501(c)(3) photo-documentary
project to identify, honor and chronicle
Alexandria’s Living Legends. The project
was conceived by artist-photographer
Nina Tisara to create an enduring artistic
record of the people whose vision and
dedication make a positive, tangible
difference to the quality of life in Alexan-
dria. This is one of a series of profiles that
will appear this year.

Platinum and Gold sponsors this year
are the Alexandria Commission for the
Arts, Club Managers Association of
America, Dominion Foundation, Erkiletian
Real Estate Development, Goodwin
House, Inc., John McEnearney in memory
of Ginny, Renner & Company, CPA, P.C.
and the Rotary Club of Alexandria.

To nominate a Legend, visit Alexandria
Legends.com or contact Nina Tisara, 703-
625-2330. Nomination deadline is Nov.
15.

Living Legends: The Project

Alexandria Campaign
On Adolescent
Pregnancy Receives
HHS Grant

The Alexandria Campaign on
Adolescent Pregnancy was awarded
a three-year Personal Responsibility
Education Program grant for
$290,494 per year from the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services’ Administration for Chil-
dren and Families to provide evi-
dence-based prevention programs
that address teen pregnancy and
sexually transmitted infections with
up to 800 at-risk youth.

The partners in the project include:
Capital Youth Empowerment, North-
ern Virginia Aids Ministry, Commu-
nity Lodgings and T.C. Williams High
School’s Graduation, Reality, and
Dual-Role Skills (GRADS) class. The
project includes movement, medita-
tion and nutrition components based
on current research on adolescent
brain development.

For more information about the
Alexandria Campaign on Adolescent
Pregnancy, visit www.KeepIt360.org
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Letters

See Letters,  Page 11

Transparency on
Potomac Yard
To the Editor:

In response to the Oct. 18 let-
ters to the editor by Mr. Hertel and
Mr. Van Horn about the Potomac
Yard Metrorail station, I want to
set the record straight. I want to
reassure the public that the city
has been — and will continue to
be — open and transparent in its
Potomac Yard Metrorail Station
planning. First, City Council has
not chosen a final site for the
Potomac Yard Metrorail Station. In
2010, during a very public, nearly
two-year process, a preliminary
station site was identified after
some two dozen public meetings,
including those of a very large citi-
zen and stakeholder advisory
group (which included the Na-

Opinion

D
uring the last week of each year,
The Gazette Packet devotes its
entire issue to the creativity of lo-
cal students and children. The re-

sults are always remarkable. It is a keepsake
edition for many families.

The annual Children’s Gazette Packet is a
tradition of well over a decade, and we begin
getting inquiries from teachers and parents
about submitting artwork and writing almost
as soon as summer is over.

We publish artwork, poetry, essays, creative
writing, opinion pieces, short stories, photog-
raphy, photos of sculpture or gardens or other
creative efforts.

We ask that all submissions be digital so they
can be sent through email or delivered on CD
or flash drive. Writing should be submitted in
rich text format (.rtf). Artwork should be pho-
tographed or scanned and provided in jpeg
format.

Identify each piece of writing or art, includ-
ing the student’s full name, age, grade and
town of residence, plus the name of the school,
name of teacher and town of school location.
Please provide the submissions by Monday,
Dec. 3.

Some suggestions:
❖ Drawings or paintings or photographs of

your family, friends, pets or some favorite ac-
tivity. These should be photographed or
scanned and submitted in jpeg format.

❖ Short answers (50 to 100 words) to some
of the following questions: If you could give
your parents any gift that didn’t cost money
what would that gift be? What are you most

looking forward to in the upcoming year? What
is one thing that you would change about
school? What do you want to be when you
grow up? What is your favorite animal? What
is your favorite toy? What makes a good par-
ent? What makes a good friend? What is the
best or worst thing that ever happened to you?
What is the best gift you’ve ever given? Ever
received?

❖ Your opinion (50 to 100 words) about traf-
fic, sports, restaurants, video games, toys,
trends, etc.

❖ Poetry or other creative writing.
❖ Opinion pieces about family, friends, mov-

ies, traffic, sports, food, video games, toys,
trends, etc.

❖ News stories from school newspapers.
We welcome contributions from families,

public and private schools, individuals and
homeschoolers.

Email submissions for the Children’s Gazette
Packet in the Alexandria Gazette Packet to
Steven Mauren at smauren@
connectionnewspapers.com.

To send CDs or flash drives containing art-
work and typed, electronic submissions, mark
them clearly by school and hometown and mail
the CD to Children’s Gazette Packet, 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.

Please send all submissions by Dec. 3. The
Children’s Gazette Packet will publish the week
of Dec. 27, 2012.

Halloween Parties,
SoberRide

Halloween is now as much of an adult party
as a children’s festival. Along with the Fourth
of July, the holiday period including New Year’s
Eve and a few other dates, Halloween stands

out as a holiday connected to an increase in
drinking and driving.

If you will be out celebrating with alcohol,
you can plan ahead. Assign a designated driver.
Celebrate at home. Take public transportation.
But if these plans fall through, the nonprofit
Washington Regional Alcohol Program
(WRAP) Halloween SoberRide program pro-
vides a safety net.

For six hours from 10 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct.
31 until 4 a.m. on Thursday, Nov. 1, SoberRide
serves as a way to keep impaired drivers off the
road. During this six-hour period, area residents
ages 21 and older celebrating with alcohol  may
call the toll-free SoberRide phone number 1-
800-200-TAXI and be afforded  a no-cost (up to
a $30 fare), safe way home.

Sponsors of this year’s Halloween SoberRide
offering include: Anheuser-Busch, AT&T,
Diageo, Giant, MillerCoors, Red Top Cab of
Arlington, Restaurant Association Metropoli-
tan Washington, Volkswagen Group of America
and the Washington Area New Automobile
Dealers Association.

Since 1993, WRAP’s SoberRide program has
provided 55,694 free cab rides home to would-
be drunk drivers in the Greater Washington
area. For more information visit www.wrap.org

Last Call
Letters to the editor from local residents

about the upcoming election should be re-
ceived by Friday, Oct. 26 to be considered for
publication. Letters on candidates, bond ques-
tions, election procedure or any other local,
election related topics are welcome and en-
couraged. Ideal letters will be about 200 words
and convey opinion with civility. Send letters
to smauren@connectionnewspapers.com

— Mary Kimm,

 mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Be Part of Children’s Gazette Packet
Call for student
artwork and writing;
deadline Dec. 3.

Editorials
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SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

IRELAND, April 2-9.........................................................................................$2395
Includes Round Trip Air from Dulles, 6-Nights Hotel, Daily Irish Breakfast, 5
Dinners, Irish Coffee Welcome, Whiskey Tasting, Porterage & Taxes.

THANKSGIVING CRUISE FROM BALTIMORE, Nov. 17 - 24.................$519
Includes 7-Nights Bahamas Cruise on RCCL’s Enchantment of the Seas with All
Meals & Entertainment.

KEY WEST, FLORIDA BY MOTORCOACH, Jan. 9 - 19..........................$1967
Includes Deluxe Motorcoach from Vienna, 2-Nights Charleston, 2 Nights St.
Augustine, 4-Nights Key West, 1-Night Jacksonville, 1-Night Myrtle Beach with
Daily Breakfast & 10 Dinners, Sightseeing and Entertainment.

Celebrating the 140th Anniversary of

THE BOARD OF LADY MANAGERS

THE BOARD OF LADY MANAGERS
Invites You to Its Annual

FASHION SHOW, LUNCHEON
and SILENT AUCTION

Friday, November 9, 2012

Founder and Supporter of Inova Alexandria Hospital Since 1872

Carpooling is encouraged • Cash and checks accepted for Silent Auction purchases • Sorry, no credit cards.

Hilton Alexandria Mark Center • 5000 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA
10:30 A.M. - Reception and Silent Auction

12 Noon - Luncheon, Fashion Show & Door Prizes

Proceeds benefit Inova Alexandria Hospital Surgical Services.

Fair Oaks Mall

Reservations Required
Call Lynda West at 703-836-8853

General: $45    *Patron: $60    *Benefactor: $70
*Anniversary Circle: $140

*Reserve by 10/29/12 to be acknowledged in Program Book.Models include
Physicians, Nurses & Staff

INOVA® ALEXANDRIA HOSPITAL

of

Fashions by
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Letters to the Editor

tional Park Service).
Second, in City Council’s subse-

quent adoption of the North
Potomac Yard Small Area Plan, it
was made clear in the text of the
plan document that the future en-
vironmental review process would
determine how the final Potomac
Yard Metrorail station site decision
to select a locally preferred alter-
native would be made. The envi-
ronmental review process, which
is prescribed by the federal Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act, is
being carefully followed. This pro-
cess is thoroughly evaluating the
environmental and socioeconomic

impacts of the three station local
alternatives, as well as the no-
build alternative. The city will hold
public hearings in the first part of
2013 as it deliberates the selection
of a locally preferred alternative.

Finally, in regard to the Memo-
randum of Understanding (MOU)
related to Metrorail station devel-
oper contributions, (which was
negotiated between the city staff
and developer) the full text of that
MOU was publicly available and
subject to public hearing in June
2010 before the City Council ap-
proved it. It has been on the city’s
web site for over two years. The

Opinion

By Dr. Morton

Sherman

Superintendent of Schools

L
earning, leadership,
and liberty are im-
portant outcomes in
education. When I

speak to parents, community
members, and business leaders,
I often ask how they measure
success. Most people measure
the success of schools by test
scores; after all, schools must be account-
able for student achievement. So how do
we measure success in Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools (ACPS)?

I recently posed this question to the com-
munity: “If public education is so important
to our democracy, how are we doing?” As
we enter the final days before the 2012
presidential election, focused on a demo-
cratic society, we find a teachable moment
– an opportune time to reflect and main-
tain momentum. Through consistent learn-
ing and strong leadership; our students will
gain liberty as empowered citizens who will
contribute in insightful ways to our global
society. This is what we strive to achieve
for our students and how we will measure

success.
I was asked in an interview

earlier this year, why is it so
important for ACPS to close the
academic achievement gap? My
answer: “Closing the achieve-
ment gap is a civil rights issue.
We must not have different lev-
els of achievement among our
students. Beyond obvious, nec-

essary, and stirring responses such as the
civil rights focus, closing the achievement
gap has implications for our economy and
our democracy. Our country’s future is de-
pendent on a citizenry which is literate and
productive.”

ACPS is no different from the rest of the
country in our responsibility to reduce and
eliminate the achievement gap. The impact
of not eliminating the achievement gap
impacts individuals, our democracy, and our
economy. This is important work and a great
responsibility shared by all educators.

So how do we measure success? T.C. Wil-
liams High School is the largest high school
in Virginia with more than 3,000 students
on two campuses. Two years ago it was

given the PLA (Persistently Lowest Achiev-
ing) school designation. One year after re-
ceiving the designation, T.C. Williams had
the highest state assessment results ever.
Two years after receiving the designation,
our high school is fully accredited.

Our foundational and guiding transfor-
mation document is labeled “Common
Sense.” There is no magic bullet or golden
handbook on the shelf. We have created a
simple ACPS Learning Model with three
parts: Curriculum, Instruction, and Rela-
tionships.

We believe that what goes on in the class-
room has an impact on every student. Our
focus has been on supporting our teachers,
creating a new curriculum, and ensuring
that our schools are safe and caring places
for students.

Our ABC formula (Achievement, Build-
ing on our strengths, Caring and Continu-
ous improvements) has produced high im-
pact schools such as Cora Kelly School for
Math, Science, and Technology and Will-
iam Ramsay Elementary School. Both
schools serve populations that are diverse
with approximately 84 percent of the stu-
dents are eligible for free and reduced
lunch. Both schools have made impressive
gains across all grade levels in reading, and

fifth-grade math at Cora Kelly results proved
nothing short of phenomenal — bucking the
trend of lower math scores in the wake of
new state assessments.

I continue to believe the challenge we are
addressing right here in ACPS is one our
country must address. We are the face of
America. That is why we continue to advo-
cate for the success of each and every stu-
dent. That is why we continue to work to-
wards closing the achievement gap. That is
why we continue to applaud Jefferson-
Houston School for the progress made in
School Reading Inventory (SRI), School
Math Inventory (SMI) and Phonological
Awareness Literacy Screening (PALS)
scores. That is why we identified Jefferson-
Houston as a priority school in August and
advocated for a conditional accreditation
status for the school in recognition of dem-
onstrated achievement and a clear action
plan for increased achievement.

The commitment to educating the chil-
dren of our democracy remains our prior-
ity. Through learning and leadership our
students will gain liberty in life. We will
continue to measure success both in the
achievement and growth of our students.
We will continue to celebrate each success.
We will continue to rely on your support.

Measuring Success in Alexandria City Public Schools
Commentary
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developers agreed in the MOU to contrib-
ute $49 million if the station is built adja-
cent to North Potomac Yard, but if the sta-
tion is built elsewhere (that is, not adjacent
to North Potomac Yard) then it benefits the
developers far less and they are not willing
to contribute. If that occurs, then the
amount of square feet allowed to be built
in North Potomac Yard drops by 3.8 million
square feet, because a transit connection
that is not adjacent to North Potomac Yard
would not be used by as many future North
Potomac Yard residents and workers.

Those are the facts. I would urge those in-
terested in the Potomac Yard Metrorail Sta-
tion planning and environmental review pro-
cess to visit alexandriava.gov/PotomacYard
and www.potomacyardmetro.com to learn
more.

Kerry Donley
Vice Mayor

Sticker Shock
To Save Lives
To the Editor:

Young people in the City of Alexandria
have a number of ways they can obtain al-
cohol illegally. Sometimes parents purchase
beer and other alcohol products for their
teens and turn a blind-eye to parties in their
homes where alcohol is available. Other
times, an older sibling, friend or even a
stranger purchases beer, wine coolers or
other alcoholic beverages for minors.

The penalties for providing alcoholic bev-
erages to minors are significant. In 2011, a
new Virginia law increased the liability for
so-called “social hosts” — adults whose ac-
tions — or even failure to act — result in
underage drinking. However, the real dam-
age falls on our young people whose safety,
health and bright futures are put at risk
when they drink.

I know firsthand about the risks and the
devastating consequences when adults pur-
chase alcohol for underage youth. On Dec.
3, 2004, a 27-year-old man purchased two
cases of beer for my 16-year-old step-daugh-
ter, Lauren Grace Sausville. She brought the
beer to a friend’s house whose father was
out of town; an unsupervised, underage
party. While there, Lauren drank a few beers
and four shots of vodka before leaving for
another party. Lauren had only had her
driver’s license for three weeks. She was
following a friend to the party and going
55 mph on a 35 mph street when she came
upon her friend waiting for her at a stop
sign. She was an inexperienced driver and
very drunk so she over-reacted and hit an
embankment and flipped her dad’s SUV
onto its side and smashed into the right rear
bumper of her friend’s Mazda. The roof
crushed in on her and killed her instantly.
Lauren’s BAC was a .13 when it was finally
taken, as it took over an hour to cut her out
of the car. Her spinal fluid was a .17 so she
may have been as much as a .20. The Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion (NHTSA) says that a driver with a BAC
of .15 or higher is 300 times more likely to
be killed in a drunk driving crash. Lauren

became a statistic that night. But she is cer-
tainly not alone. Too many young people
are losing their lives and leaving behind
devastated families and friends because of
the overwhelming number of adults who
just don’t get it.

On Saturday, Oct. 27 at 10 a.m., I will
join the Substance Abuse Prevention Coali-
tion of Alexandria, Virginia ABC, the Alex-
andria Department of Recreation and Cul-
tural Activities, the Alexandria Police De-
partment, Alexandria Sheriff’s Office, and
the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce as
we launch Alexandria’s 2012 Sticker Shock
Campaign.

To help prevent underage drinking, teams
of youth and adults will place red STOP
stickers on multipacks of beer, wine coolers
and other alcohol products in over 60 par-
ticipating stores throughout the City of Al-
exandria. Sticker Shock is designed to make
adults stop and think twice about purchas-
ing alcohol for minors. Working together, we
hope to send a shock wave with the mes-
sage that’s it’s not OK — and it’s against the
law — to purchase or give alcoholic bever-
ages to underage youth. Together, we can
change the statistics and save lives.

º
MADD Volunteer Speaker and

Victim Advocate

Pored
Not Poured
To the Editor:

Thank you for publishing my letter in
Gazette Packet  [Oct. 18] with the head-
line, “Obvious Choice.”  I’m grateful for the
opportunity to let my opinions be known
to the many readers of the Gazette Packet.

I wrote the word “pored” in the sentence,
“... I pored over the ways...”, which, in my
dictionary means, “to read studiously or
attentively.”  The only word that someone
changed in my letter is “pored” which be-
came “poured.” I really didn’t “pour” over
the ways to maximize my earning power
and my retirement, I “pored” over the ways.

Marianne Anderson
Alexandria

Editor’s Note: The error was mine.

Anti-Status-
Quo Thinking
To the Editor:

Your reporter Michael Pope continues to
make a basic factual error about the city-
approved waterfront plan.

Pope states once again in his Oct. 18 front-
page article that the plan would triple the
allowable density on the three waterfront
redevelopment sites. This is incorrect.

Even before the plan was approved, the
owners of three development properties had
rights almost as great as those approved
under the plan. To be sure, the plan does
allow more density, but the amount is very
modest.

To say it another way, even before the
waterfront plan’s approval, the owners of
the Cummings-Turner properties could have
legally built a multi-story luxury condo
building of almost the same size as the ho-

tel they recently proposed for the site.
Pope characterizes the current Demo-

cratic City Council as representing the sta-
tus quo. This too is incorrect.

The status quo on the waterfront is one
in which semi-private enclaves of luxury
homes and private office buildings domi-
nate, with public activity relatively limited.
If the anti-waterfront plan candidates take
control and roll back the plan, this status
quo will be reinforced, because the most
probable outcome is development in which
more homes for well-to-do people are built
and public activity is limited.

Mayor Bill Euille and the Democratic City
Council candidates have rejected this posi-
tion based on narrow self-interest and have
argued instead that the waterfront is for all

Alexandrians and should have more public
activities. This is the kind of anti-status-quo
thinking that we need in this city.

Bill Hendrickson
Alexandria

Editor’s Note: The article states “The
zoning change would almost triple density
allowed at three sites on the waterfront
compared to what’s there now.” The
existing square footage is 301,687. Current
zoning with SUP allows 647,449 square
feet. Settlement agreement allows 744,105
square feet. The Waterfront Plan proposes
806,485 square feet.

By Harry M. Covert

I
 have suggested on sev-
eral occasions that can-
didates and their pro-
fessional minions take

oaths “to tell the truth, the
whole truth and nothing but
the truth.” And do so in pub-
lic. This would certainly test
the “honesty and veracity” of
them all.

Naturally, I don’t include
the political campaigners
and current office holders
of Alexandria, the city on
the “Patowmack” River, a

few miles from Mount Vernon where the
boy George Washington said he could not
tell a lie after chopping down a cherry
tree. He didn’t get into the whiskey busi-
ness until later in life and it’s a popular
adjunct today to keeping the landmark
financially stable.

Spelling changed in 1931 from the
18th century Patowmack to Potomac.
The original name of the 405-mile wa-
terway comes from the Algongian Indian
tribe that lived in the vicinity of
Fredericksburg.

I know it’s difficult for the elected to
keep any and all of their promises,
pledges and the winks and/or nods up-
and-down streets and venues through-
out the city limits. But, I do know of a
Virginia governor who kept his promise
and the impression has remained for over
40 years.

Virginia voters began to wean them-
selves from a Democratic dominance in
the late 1960s. Those who had been con-
servative Democrats merely moved into
the Republican category and Mills E.
Godwin Jr., the man from Chuckatuck,
was the Commonwealth’s 60th governor
and a lifelong conservative Democrat,
served with distinction from Jan. 15,
1966 to Jan. 17, 1970.

Republicans saw the opportunity and
nominated a Roanoker, A. Linwood
Holton Jr., and he worked the state tire-
lessly. In those days local GOP parties
usually met in a telephone booth. Holton
led the statewide charge and found many
citizens who dared to flee from their
former political persuasions.

The day came when Mr.
Holton, in tow of several
rookie political workers,
barged into the newspaper
office where few if any Re-
publicans ever appeared. He
stopped at each desk where
dutiful scribes clicked away
on their Royal manual type-
writers writing copy for the
next day’s paper.

I was on the phone with some politi-
cos when the candidate stopped by my
station. I hung-up the device and stood
up to meet the man. He was polite, all
smiles and said he enjoyed coming to the
newspaper office. While shaking hands
out of the blue, I asked for an exclusive
interview if and when he was elected.

He agreed instantly. His handlers,
gulped and smiled. My colleagues all
laughed and suggested it would never
happen. The campaigners left the office
on to another session somewhere.

Mr. Holton became Virginia’s 61st chief
executive on Jan. 17, 1970 and distin-
guished himself during his four-year
term. Unfortunately he couldn’t succeed
him and his predecessor became his suc-
cessor as a Republican in January 1978.

The day came and this young reporter
called Governor Holton’s office asking for
the exclusive. His secretary immediately
passed me off to the press secretary who
politely said the exclusive one-on-one
chat was not possible. Reason being the
state’s political press corps would not like
it.

I exclaimed that His Excellency had
promised when he was campaigning. The
press secretary put the phone down and
was gone for about 10 minutes. The gov-
ernor had not forgotten his promise and
honored it. Within a few weeks, I was in
his office, my old-fashioned tape recorder
purring and me taking notes rapidly.

Governor Holton celebrated his 89th
birthday on Sept. 21. His son-in-law Tim
Kaine served as Virginia’s 70th governor
from 2006 to 2010.

Former Governor Kaine, a Democrat,
and former Governor George Allen, the
67th, a Republican, are currently em-
broiled in a U. S. Senate campaign.

Holton, loyal in his word to journal-
ists, is also devoted to his family.

A Lesson in the Virginia Way

Covert

Matters
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Licensed • Bonded • Insured • References Upon Request.
Ofc: 703.684.5215   Cell: 703.403.2994

finishcarpentry1@verizon.net

Finish Carpentry & Trim Works

…for probably as long as you’ve
lived in Alexandria. My wife and I
grew up here. I’m a finish carpenter
with 30 years of experience.

My work is meticulous, and I
take great pride in completing jobs
on time, and on budget. Let me give
you a quote on that fall project
you’ve been thinking about and
check it off your list! My prices are
reflective of the times.

I’m Phillip Norris – Your Alexandria Neighbor

Authorized and paid for by the Wood for Council campaign

Absentee voting for national
and local elections open NOW.

Check
www.alexandriava.gov/Elections

Fergus says, “RRR... RESET CITY HALL! Vote For BOB WOOD!”

See Senior Law Day,  Page 14

By Maryanne Beatty

O
n Saturday, Oct. 13, more
than 150 people partici-
pated in the second annual
Senior Law Day Program

sponsored by Senior Services of Alexan-
dria and the Alexandria Bar Association
at the First Baptist Church in Alexandria.
Attendees were able to connect with local
experts and service providers to learn about
the legal, financial, and life care issues fac-

ing seniors in our community
and how important it is for
seniors and their families to
plan ahead.

Panelists first used a hypo-
thetical case study, “When Bad Things Hap-
pen to Good People,” to highlight the need
to consider a wide range of issues, includ-
ing financial planning, long-term care in-

surance, Medicare coverage, in-home care
and continuing care communities.

The second half of the morning focused
on “Planning to Stay Ahead of the Curve”
and reminded everyone of the need to ex-
ecute some basic documents: a current will,
medical directive, and a power of attorney.
There was even some frank conversation
about the ins and outs of Medicare and
Medicaid.

This important program would not have
been possible with the help of our organiz-

ers, sponsors and the terrific panels of ex-
perts.

Senior Services of Alexandria is grateful
to Barbara Anderson, Esq., principal of the
Life & Estate Planning Law Center, PLLC,
who worked tirelessly with the Alexandria
Bar Association to organize and plan the
event. SSA is also grateful to our many gen-
erous sponsors who include the Alexandria
Bar Foundation; Christine Balance and the
Fountains at Washington House; Craig
Stewart with Bernstein Global Wealth Man-
agement; Colleen Ryan Mallon at Goodwin
House; A.D. Gray, KOVA Contractors; Bar-

Senior Law Day: Alexandria for a Lifetime
Opinion

Senior Services

Of Alexandria
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From Page 13

Senior Law Day
bara Anderson and Natalie Page
Esqs., Life & Estate Planning Law
Center; Eileen Spinella at Mt.
Vernon Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center; Deborah Matthews, Esq.
Law Office of Deborah Matthews;
Ellen Cleary and David Mucciaro
with Morgan Stanley Smith
Barney; Julie Parks and Mary Ann
Schaffer, Esqs., Parks & Schaffer,
PLLC; Robert Calhoun, Gordon
Peyton and Gant Redmon, Esqs.,
Redmon, Payton and Braswell,
LLP; Lonnie Rich, Esq., Rich
Rosenthal Manitta Dzubin &
Kroger, LLP; Thomas West, Signa-
ture Estate & Investment Advisors,
LLC; Deena Lane, Sunrise Senior
Living of Alexandria; Mitch
Opalski, Synergy Home Care;
Andre Chowansky, TD Bank;
Donna Shaw, Woodbine Rehabili-
tation and Health Care, and to
Derek Lymus from Comcast.

We also give a hearty thank you
to our speakers and presenters for
their insight and providing impor-
tant information on a variety of
topics that everyone needs to
know before making these impor-
tant life decisions. We thank:
Vanessa Rosengart Bishop, a geri-
atric care manager and found of

Elder Care Consultants, Inc.; Rob-
ert Bullock, Esq., principal of the
Elder & Disability Law Center;
Steve Gurney, publisher of the
Guide to Retirement Living
Sourcebook; Colleen Ryan Mallon,
corporate director of marketing for
Goodwin House; Deborah
Matthews, Esq. of the Law Office
of Deborah Matthews; Mitch
Opalski, principal of Synergy
Home Care; Natalie Page, Esq. of
the Life & Estate Planning Law
Center, PLLC, and Tom West of Sig-
nature Estate & Investment Advi-
sors, LLC.

To receive copies of Senior Law
Day handouts, call 703-836-4414.
SSA will post audience questions
and answers as well as Comcast’s
broadcast of Senior Law Day to
our website at
www.seniorsericesalex.org. The
next discussion: Caregiver Sup-
port: Helping those who care for
seniors will take place from 9:30
am – noon on Saturday, Nov. 10
at the Old Presbyterian Meeting
House at 323 South Fairfax Street
in Alexandria. To register for this
session and to view SSA’s 2012-
2013 speaker series schedule, visit
www.seniorservicesalex.org or call
703-836-4414.

Opinion
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Letters

Artistic
Judgment
To the Editor:

I am writing to register my pro-
test at the recent decision by Al-
exandria’ Public Art Committee to
disregard the recommendation,
made by the stakeholders group,
to award the sculpture commis-
sion for the Contraband and
Freedmen’s Cemetery to Edward
Dwight and to give the commis-
sion to Mario Chiodo instead.

I would urge the council to re-
voke this decision. Dwight’s design
offers a moving depiction of men
and women who have endured the
injustices and hardships of slavery
and still carry themselves with
great dignity. Their stalwart cour-
age moves the viewer to compas-
sion and respect. Dwight’s design
is a fitting memorial to the men,
women, and children buried in the
cemetery.

In my judgment Chiodo’s design
reduces to abstractions the suffer-
ing and endurance of actual men,
women, and children. He employs
overused symbols — a thorn and
a rose — in a design which strikes
me as theatrical and overwrought.
It seems to me that Chiodo’s
clichéd symbols cheapen the ex-

Opinion

By David C. Weintritt,

MD, FACS

Director Breast Care Institute

Mount Vernon Hospital

W
omen in Virginia
are becoming
more aware of a
health issue that can come

to light during their annual mammograms.
Thanks to the efforts of a committed group
of breast cancer advocates that included a
local breast cancer survivor, this July Virginia
became the third state in our country to man-
date that facilities and physician offices per-
forming mammography services notify pa-
tients when dense breast tissue is found. In
these cases, patients should receive a letter
saying they may have dense breast tissue and
their referring physicians will receive a report
with their full mammography results.

What is Dense Breast Tissue?
Breast density is determined by the rela-

tive proportion of glandular and connective
tissue to fatty tissue in the breast. It is com-
monly reported as a percentage with any-
thing over 50 percent considered dense.
Women with greater than 75 percent breast
density have an even higher risk and should

Why It’s Important
Dense breast tissue can make

cancer and other abnormalities
more difficult to detect and in-
crease the likelihood some issues
will be entirely missed. While not

a common occurrence, a small percentage
of women have been diagnosed with late-
stage breast cancer after years of clear
mammograms because their cancer was not
discovered in dense breast tissue.

This type of tissue may even be a precur-
sor to cancer. According to the National
Cancer Institute at the National Institutes
of Health in Bethesda, women who have a
high percentage of dense breast tissue have
a higher risk of breast cancer than women
of similar age who have little or no dense
tissue in their breasts.

Breast density is not based on family his-
tory and cannot be determined by look and
feel of the breast. This makes mammograms
incredibly important in identifying patients
who are at risk. Approximately 75 percent of
women in their 40s have dense breasts. This
percentage typically decreases with age - with
54 percent of women in their 50s and 42
percent of women in their 60s having dense
breasts. Overall, breast density decreased

approximately 2 percent per year with the
greatest drop occurring at menopause.

Patient Strategies
While the new patient letter does not of-

fer options or clarity on how to deal with a
diagnosis of dense breast tissue, there are
several steps a patient can take to learn more.

First, a patient should schedule a follow-
up appointment with her referring physi-
cian. During the visit, she should discuss
potential increased risks and whether ad-
ditional screening is needed.

Ultrasound is a readily available and re-
liable imaging method to screen patients
with increased density. It does not emit ra-
diation and can generate clear images of
dense breast tissue, making it a great ad-
junct to mammograms in high-risk patients.
Ultrasound technology is improving all the
time and unlike other forms of breast im-
aging, it is becoming less expensive and,
therefore, more available. It also is the only
test that can be used real time in conjunc-
tion with a clinical exam to explore dense
tissue. No radiation means patients can be
screened at younger ages, during pregnancy
and more frequently if needed.

Mammography for women with dense
breast tissue is very important with 3D
mammograms (also known as
tomosynthesis) now the latest and most
advanced technique. 3D mammography

improves the ability to image dense tissue
and is capable of finding cancers at an ear-
lier stage. Inova Mount Vernon Hospital
implemented 3D mammography earlier this
month and is the first and only Inova facil-
ity to offer this technique.

When other risk factors for breast cancer
are present, an MRI should also be consid-
ered. While expensive and often difficult to
have approved by insurance, MRI in patients
who are documented to have a higher life-
time risk of breast cancer is a valuable tool.

Additional Resources
For patients interested in conducting ad-

ditional research, I recommend visiting
websites for the National Cancer Institutes
(www.cancer.gov) and a nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to the density issue called
Are You Dense (www.areyoudense.org).

For years, increased breast density has been
recognized as a challenge in screening pa-
tients for breast cancer. Now that we know
the full impact of dense tissue, we have to
change our view of patients with dense tis-
sue from that of frustration to a call to action.

Every woman who has a mammogram
needs a discussion about their breast den-
sity and a screening process that is custom-
ized to their needs. It can be a fairly involved
process for some, but we need to be using
the right tools for the right patients to get
the best results.

Dense Breast Tissue Should Not Be Ignored
New “Patient Inform” Law be offered other studies to supple-

ment their mammogram.
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Living in Abundance

Saturday, Nov 3, 2012 at 2:00pm
at The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St,

Alexandria, VA

Learn about spiritual abundance and its benefits

International speaker,

Evan Mehlenbacher, is a practitioner and

teacher of Christian Science healing and

a member of the Christian Science

Board of Lectureship.

From Page 15

Letters

See Letters,  Page 29

perience of those buried in the
cemetery, where Dwight’s design
embodies their dignity and cour-
age.

According to the Oct. 18 issue
of the Alexandria Gazette Packet,
the committee rejected Dwight’s
work because he had “broken the
rules” and included a religious
symbol. Dwight says that the com-
mittee never contacted him about
their objections, that the symbols
on the sculpture’s base include two
that might be a reference to God
but are mostly secular symbols
used by African slaves, and that to
separate their religion from these
slaves makes no sense.

Dwight’s sculpture is so clearly
the superior work; I hope that the
committee can find a way to work
with the artist to fulfill the recom-
mendations of the Shareholders
Group while meeting require-
ments (for instance, about reli-
gious symbols) that the city may
need to enforce.

I offer this critique as a work-
ing artist who has completed sev-
eral public sculptures commis-
sion, lived in the city of Alexan-
dria for almost 40 years and
taught art in the city for almost
20.  I would be happy to testify

about this before the council.

Margaret (Peggy) Adams
Parker

Artist

New Voice
For the City
To the Editor:

As an 88-year-old woman and a
resident of Alexandria for the past
55 years, I am deeply concerned
about the future of Alexandria. I
applaud a particular City Council
candidate who is focused on main-
taining a livable, family-friendly
Alexandria.

An excellent candidate, Allison
Silberberg, is adding a new voice
to that effort. I remember the days
when Alexandria was a city of fam-
ily-friendly neighborhoods. My
husband, Bob, and I raised a fam-
ily in Rosemont, and there was no
greater place to do that — good
schools, playgrounds and parks,
great neighbors and reliable city
services.

No doubt, changes are inevitable
in Alexandria, and some must be
encouraged, such as better trans-
portation. Yet it’s important that
we all keep in mind one common
goal — a city that caters to the sta-

bility and growth of Alexandria’s
families and neighborhoods.

Allison wants to preserve the
best of family-friendly Alexandria.
This includes good schools, parks
and social services. She envisions
a “people’s waterfront” with a
small, permanent band shell in
Oronoco Bay Park for cultural
events and gatherings to enrich
our community; a CCC-like beau-
tification jobs initiative; and pub-
lic-private partnerships for historic
preservation.

Allison has over 20 years’ expe-
rience in the nonprofit sector,
where she has worked with many
community activists and groups
who have accomplished much for
struggling populations throughout
our area.

She is wisely seeking to main-
tain our affordable housing, which
helps maintain the city’s working
and diverse population. As chair
of the city’s Economic Opportuni-
ties Commission, she serves as an
advocate for the most vulnerable,
focusing mainly on affordable
housing and job creation for all
Alexandrians. She will work to-
wards early childhood education
and apprenticeship programs for
young people to help with jobs and
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B HOORAY FOR BOOKS

1555 King Street, 703.548.4092,

hooray4books.com

Halloween books from cute for little

ones to scarier fare for bigger kids.

D K AUBREY FLOWERS

1404 King Street, 703.548.9808,

kaubreyflowers.com

Behind the always festive window

display you will find the sophisticated

side of Halloween and beautiful

floral designs inspired by the fiery

pallet of Autumn.

C THE SUGAR CUBE

1218 King Street, 703.548.2868,

sugarcubesweets.com

Cast a sugary spell with potions and

ingredients with sinister names and

sweet intentions.

G THE CHRISTMAS ATTIC

125 South Union Street,

703.548.2829

The second favorite holiday here

is Halloween. If you are decorating or

looking for a gift you will certainly

find something in this

frightening selection.

F FIREHOOK BAKERY

105 South Union Street,

703.519.8021, firehook.com

No tricks here! Just sweet treats.

E THE WHY NOT SHOP

200 King Street, 703.548.4420

There are those who wear their heart

on their sleeve, but why not try an

eyeball, skull or pumpkin just for fun?

CONTESSA’S A
GARDEN & GIFT

1906 Mount Vernon Avenue,

703.548.1882,

contessas.wordpress.com

A delightful selection of

autumnal inspirations and

whimsical Halloween decorations.

Photos by Jane Hughes

© Google Map data

The Great Pumpkin Rises
Oh how the Wanderer loves Halloween around Old Town! Children in costumes delighting in candy.

Shops decked out, still pushing the visions of Christmas aside for one more week. Children just

above the legal drinking age celebrating in costume with as much enthusiasm as trick-or-treaters.

Enjoy the last bits of warm weather, the happy hues of autumn.

Suddenly it will be winter,

more trick than treat.
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E-mail announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Photos and artwork are encouraged.
Deadline is Thursday at noon.

THURSDAY/OCT. 25
Ghosts and Folklore. 7 p.m.

Alexandria is one of the most
haunted cities in the country.
Michael Lee Pope (author of Ghosts
of Alexandria) and JJ Smith (author
of Haunted Alexandria and Northern
Virginia) join Betty Ward of
Footsteps to the Past to share stories
of the Female Stranger, Swope House
and Ramsay House. A coffee and
dessert reception follows the stories.
Those who dare may take a short
ghost walk at the end of this event.
Admission $10. The Athenaeum, 201
Prince St. Call 703-548-0035.

THURSDAY-SATURDAY/OCT. 25-27
Steel Magnolias. Group Therapy

Productions presents Robert Harling’s
comedy-drama Steel Magnolias at the
Convergence Sanctuary 1801 N.
Quaker Ln. All proceeds from the
show will benefit Empowered
Women International. Hours are 7:30
p.m. on Oct. 25 & 26, 5 p.m. and 8
p.m. on Oct. 27. (Tickets/suggested
donations are $20. Tickets may be
purchased by emailing
gt.productions9@gmail.com.

OCT. 25-28
Fall Haul Extended Hours Sale.

Twig Thrift Shop located at 106
North Columbus St. holds its Fall
Haul Extended Hours Sale. In
addition to regular store hours from

9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., the shop will
be open extended evening hours on
Thursday, Oct. 25, and Friday, Oct.
26, from 5-8 p.m., regular Saturday
hours 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., and
extended hours on Sunday, Oct. 28,
from 1-4 p.m.. All proceeds benefit
Inova Alexandria Hospital. Call 703-
683-5544 or visit www.thetwig.org.

FRIDAY/OCT. 26
Autumn Carnival. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Fort

Hunt Elementary School’s PTA will
be hosting the Autumn Carnival. The
event will feature free carnival
games/bingo, crafts and other
surprises. Food will be available for
purchase and costumes can be worn.
Parents, staff and middle/high school
students will be serving as volunteers
for this community event. The PTA is
providing a bus for the Creekside
Community. Contact Liz Maurer at
elm.1028@gmail.com.

OCT. 26-27
T.C. Williams Drama Department

Presents “The Island of Dr.
Moreau.” 7:30 p.m. Adapted by
Robert Kauzlaric, based on the novel
by H.G. Wells, The play follows a
shipwrecked Londoner who lands on
the island of a scientist whose animal
experiments create human-like
beasts. The play confronts not only
the ethical issues, but the very nature
of humanity. Tickets available at the
door and are $5 for ACPS students/
employees and senior citizens; $10
for adults.

SATURDAY/OCT. 27
Choreographers Collaboration

Project Fall Concert. 7 p.m.
Admission: $10 adults, $5 kids 12-
17, kids under 12 free. “Standing
Room Only” is a modern dance
concert created specifically for the
Athenaeum gallery space to allow the
audience to see the dances and
Athenaeum artwork from multiple
perspectives. 201 Prince St. Call 703-
683-2070.

Birchmere Shows. 7:30 p.m. Special
guests for Tom Paxton’s 75th
birthday celebration show to include
Cathy Fink & Marcy Marxers, Debi
Smith, Robin Bullock and more. Visit
http://www.cathymarcy.com or
http://debismith.com/
orwww.robinbullock.com. The
Birchmere Music Hall is located at
3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.birchmere.com or call 703-549-
7500.

Spooky Saturdays at the
Athenaeum. 1-2 p.m. Eerie
Origami. Free. Recommended for
children 6-9 years old.( The
Athenaeum is located at 201 Prince
St. Visit www.nvfaa.org.

Trick or Treat with the Boo-tiques.
11 a.m.- 6 p.m. Ghouls and goblins,
witches and wizards of all ages will
be trick or treating with the Old
Town Boutique District this
Halloween. 35 member stores will be
handing out treats — and maybe
some tricks.

Funeral & Ghost Tour. 6-9 p.m. Step
back in time and be a part of this
historic funeral and learn about
mourning practices in early America.
Admission is $15 including a ghost
tour of Old Town, during which
participants will visit the candlelit

Entertainment

By Marilyn Campbell

Gazette Packet

Looking to add a bit of sugary fright to Hallow-
een? From swamp juice and mummy pizza to
haunted gingerbread houses and spider cupcakes,
local culinary experts say ideas for frightful treats
abound.

“Halloween is really a kids’ holi-
day. It’s fun and there are lots of
ways to incorporate the holiday
into cooking,” said Holly Utt, di-
rector of operations for Tiny Chefs
cooking school with classes in
Potomac, Alexandria, McLean,
Oakton, Springfield and Arlington.

Susan Hemphill, manager of Just
Cakes in Bethesda, suggests add-
ing a bit of spook to a traditional
gingerbread house. “You can use
gingerbread houses, but prepare
icing and dye it black, orange or purple,” she said.
“Instead of using candy canes and gumdrops, use
things like candy corns and licorice ropes candy in
Halloween colors like black and oranges.” Hemphill
is offering a haunted house decorating class for chil-
dren on Saturday, Oct. 27, at Just Cakes.

From ghost cookies to spider web treats, local culinary
experts say options for homemade Halloween treats are
plentiful.

Creating Edible Spider Web Decorations

Ghoulish Halloween Cooking
Spooktacular ideas for
making halloween
treats with children.
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Christine Wisnewski, an instructor at Culinaria
Cooking School in Vienna, believes in moderating
sweets on the most candied holiday of the year.
“Given that Halloween has become synonymous with
sugar-overload, I like to approach homemade Hal-
loween treats with a ‘less is more’ approach,’” she
said. “I am not a huge fan of cupcakes with heaps of
too-sweet, neon-colored icing. I like to go light on
the frosting or skip it all together [and instead use]
a light glaze of dark chocolate ganache embellished
with decorations made from melted white chocolate.
White chocolate spider webs atop dark chocolate
glazed cupcakes look great.”

Utt believes that cooking classes can be educational
while still maintaining a spooky spirit. A few of her

tiny chefs made a pretzel-
based snack called Scare-
crow Mix recently. “We had
an interesting discussion
about why it is called scare-
crow mix,” said Utt. “We
talked about how scare-
crows have different parts
that are put together. The
pretzels could be the straw
and they were trying to
match the different parts
with what could be the part

of a scarecrow.”
On Oct. 27, Tiny Chefs is offering a Halloween-

themed cooking class for children at the Falls Church
Community Center. “We’ll make spooky treats galore,
like Pizza Mummies, Edible Spiders & Swamp Juice
to wash it all down,” said Utt.

“Halloween is really a
kids’ holiday. It’s fun
and there are lots of
ways to incorporate the
holiday into cooking.”

— Holly Utt, Tiny Chefs

“First, find a very basic spider web
image to serve as a template, or draw
one yourself. Line a sheet pan with
parchment or wax paper and slip the
template under the paper. You should
still be able to see the design. Melt 2
cups of white chocolate chips in the
microwave for 30 seconds. Stir chips
and continue heating in 10 second in-
crements stirring after each interval,
until chocolate is melted and smooth.
Pour chocolate into a piping bag with a
small pastry tip, or a small re-sealable
bag. Snip off an 1/8” of an inch off the
corner of the bag. Slowly trace over the

spider web design with the white choco-
late, making sure you connect all of the
lines. Move the template and repeat
with the remaining melted chocolate.
Chill chocolate spider webs until firm.
Gently pry spider webs off parchment
and use them to decorate cupcakes. Pip-
ing requires a little bit of manual
dexterity, so this project is best for older
kids. Once you’ve got the hang of it,
don’t limit yourself to small spider webs.
One large web atop a dark chocolate
cake makes a striking decoration.”

— Christine Wisnewski

Calendar
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MetroStage Yard Sale
Costumes, props and household goods are just some of
the items that will be available at the first MetroStage
Theatre yard sale. Stop by Oct. 26 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and shop for bargains and holiday gifts including
MetroStage mugs and folk art prints of Old Town. Learn
more about the upcoming season of plays that includes
the traditional MetroStage holiday show “A Broadway
Christmas Carol,” which will run Nov. 15-Dec. 23. In-
cluded in the sale are a set of six dining chairs from
“Glimpses of the Moon,” globes and maps from “Lonely
Planet” and other show memorabilia. 1201 N. Royal St.
(parking lot entrance on Third Street). Call 703-548-9044.

See Calendar,  Page 24
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Trattoria da Franco
Authentic Roman Cuisine

in a traditional Italian setting

305 S. Washington Street, Old Town Alexandria
703.548.9338 • trattoriadafranco.com

Live Opera…
Every Month

October 28

                  • Mondays......Italian Class and Toastmasters
                 • Tuesdays......Complimentary chocolate grappa

with dinner entrée
            • Wednesdays....Jazz Night with Bob Williams
        • Fridays......Sophisticated Swing with Betsy Ruderfer
   • Saturdays...Accordion and Piano with Roberto
• Sundays......European-Style Brunch

10% Off your next Catered Event
with this coupon • expires 12/31/12

571-312-6690
7601 Fordson Road • Alexandria, VA

Check our menu online at
mammaskitchenva.com
Serving Breakfast Saturday

and Sunday 8:30-12:00

Greek  •  Italian  •  American

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria, VA
703-329-1010 ~ Open 6:00 am until Midnight

Across from Eisenhower Metro and the AMC Movie TheaterAcross from Eisenhower Metro and the AMC Movie Theater

Fine French Bistro
with Affordable Prices

Fine French Bistro
with Affordable Prices

Buy One Entrée,
Get a Second Entrée Free
4:30 to 6:30 pm Daily
(dining in only)
Saturday and Sunday Brunch $16.00
9:30am to 3:30 pm

Buy One Entrée,
Get a Second Entrée Free
4:30 to 6:30 pm Daily
(dining in only)
Saturday and Sunday Brunch $16.00
9:30am to 3:30 pm

The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture
for more than 100 years, the Royal
Restaurant offers the best in Greek,
Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken,
seafood, pasta and full salad bar
complete with special children’s
menu items.

   Food
 fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street,
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

703-548-1616
www.theroyalrestaurant.com
~ Award-winning wine menu ~

Major credit cards accepted

Contact us
about Holiday

Catering
& Event

Locations!

$12.95LUNCH
BUFFET

ALL YOU CAN EAT
Lebanese Food & Soda
MON-FRI 11:30AM-2:00PM

OPEN LATE NIGHTS FOR DINNER
UNTIL 1:30 AM EVERY NIGHT

Check www.zikrayet.com
for Weekend Events

& Entertainment

703.838.2008
zikrayet@zikrayet.com

2006 Eisenhower Ave.
Alexandria, VA 22314

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★Lebanese Restaurant
and Lounge
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Entertainment

‘Steel Magnolias’ Women Helping Women

The ladies in
Truvy’s beauty
parlor react to
the news about
Annelle’s past.
From right:
Tricia O’Neill-
Politte
(Clairee),
Rachel Rose
Gracy
(Annelle),
Janette Moman
(Truvy),
Suzanne Martin
(M’Lynn) and
Mary Lou
Bruno (Ouiser).

Group Therapy Productions presents Robert
Harling’s comedy-drama “Steel Magnolias.” All pro-
ceeds from the show will benefit Empowered Women
International. “Steel Magnolias” focuses on the ca-
maraderie of six southern women who talk, gossip,
and harangue each other through the best of times
and comfort and repair one another through the
worst. The play is alternately hilarious and touching
with six female characters that are delicate as mag-
nolias yet as strong as steel.

Performances will be at the Convergence Sanctu-
ary, 1801 N. Quaker Lane on Thursday, Oct. 25, 7:30
p.m.; Friday, Oct. 26, 7:30 p.m.; and Saturday, Oct.
27, 5 p.m. and 8 p.m.

Tickets are $20 (suggested donation). No one will
be turned away, pay what you can to support Em-
powered Women International. General admission.
Cash or check only. Tickets may be purchased from
any cast member or by email at
gt.productions9@gmail.com.
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2016 Eisenhower Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22314

SUSHI BAR & HIBACHI
STEAK HOUSE

703-739-6699
ORDER ONLINE at

sumosushihibachi.com

GRAND
OPENING
10% Off

Mention this
ad for an
additional

10% Off
Dinner Only

Exp. 12/1/2012

Mention
this ad for a

complimentary
beverage

Exp. 12/1/2012

NewNew

Carlyle House to view the
coffin and pay respects to
surviving family members. At
9 p.m., return to Carlyle
House to escort John Carlyle’s
body to the Old Presbyterian
Meeting House and visit his
lantern-lit grave. Call 703-
683-3451 to purchase ticket.
Reservations are
recommended. Carlyle House,
121 N. Fairfax St.

Book Signing. 2-4 p.m. Lela
Lane, a resident of
Alexandria, will be available
to sign copies of her book,
Bloodlines: The Ancestry, at
Grounded Coffee Shop, 6919
Telegraph Rd.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/OCT. 27-28
Fall Harvest Family Days. 9

a.m.-5 p.m. Mount Vernon
welcomes the autumn season
with Fall Harvest Family
Days. The entire family will
enjoy autumn activities
including horse-drawn wagon
rides, wheat treading in the
16-sided barn, a straw bale
maze, early-American games
and demonstrations. In
addition to meeting “George
Washington,” visitors can also
learn 18th-century dance
steps! Potomac River
sightseeing cruises are half-
price while supplies last. Fall
Harvest Family Days is
included with admission to
the estate this weekend: $15
adults; $14 seniors; $7
children 6-11; free for
children under 5. Visit
www.MountVernon.org.

SUNDAY/OCT. 28
QuinTango Cabaret. 5-8 p.m.

Admission: $25 + $25 dinner.
Proceeds from this event
support QuinTango’s work in
Alexandria Public Schools,
with StringTango classes for
5th graders and dance
workshops for all ages.
Carlyle Club, 411 John

Carlyle St. Call 703- 548-6811
Time Capsule Tour. Thomas

Dolby’s first U.S. full-band
tour since the release of his
critically hailed A Map of the
Floating City. The Birchmere
Music Hall is located at 3701
Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.birchmere.com or call
703-549-7500.

“Carmina Burana and
Choral Dances.” 4 p.m. at
the Rachel M. Schlesinger
Concert Hall and Arts Center
on the Alexandria Campus of
Northern Virginia Community
College, 3001 North
Beauregard St. Tickets are
available at
www.newdominion.org or at
the door. $30 (general
admission), $25 for seniors,
and $5 for students and
children.

Mad Science. 2-3:40 p.m.
Come to the Stabler-
Leadbeater Apothecary
Museum (located at 107
South Fairfax St.) to explore
where real science and mad
science collide. Tours start
every 20 minutes, featuring
historic medicines with
surprising side effects.
Admission is $6 per person
ages 5 and up. Reservations
recommended at
www.apothecarymuseum.org.
Girl Scout and Boy Scout
groups are welcome (program
completes the Brownie Home
Scientist badge). Come in
costume-mad scientist/sci-fi
encouraged-and receive a
special take-home goodie.
Call 703-746-3852.

Annual Halloween Dog
Walk. 1 p.m. The Dog Park
shop on King Street is
organizing the popular
Halloween Dog Walk. Trick-
or-treating dogs and their
humans are invited to stop by
the Dog Park for a map and
bag and then visit
participating businesses for
more treats. Free. The Dog
Park, 705 King St. Call 703-
888-2818.

Concert. 5 p.m. Words&Music,

Inc. presents A Celebration of
All Hallow’s Eve featuring
Schumann’s Spanisches
Liederspiel and other musical
treats for Halloween. The
concert will take place at The
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington
St. Ticket prices are $25 for
adult and $18 for students
and seniors. 20 percent
discount will be offered for
members of the military and
their families. Visit
alexandriava.gov/Lyceum.

THROUGH OCT. 28
Homage. Free exhibition

including “In the Garden” by
Luisa Mesa, Target Gallery’s
“Homage: Past Influences.” At
Torpedo Factory Art Center,
105 N. Union St. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org or
call 703-838-4565.

Play: “And Then There Were
None.” 8 p.m. on Saturday,
Oct. 27 and 2 p.m. on
Sunday, Oct. 21 and 28.
Tickets are $15 for adults,
$12 for children and seniors.
Tickets and information are
available online at
www.acctonline.org. Call
703-660-2611 Aldersgate,
United Methodist Church,
1301 Collingwood Rd.

2nd Annual “Taste of Fair
Trade.” Ten Thousand
Villages, located at 915 King
St., will celebrate Fair Trade
month with its second annual
“Taste of Fair Trade.” Call
703-684-1435 or visit www.
alexandria.tenthousand
villages.com Scheduled
Tasting:

❖ Oct. 27-28: Sample wines from
South America and South
Africa.

OCT. 29 THROUGH NOV. 4
Art Exhibition. Día de los

Muertos: The Art of
Remembrance - Exhibition &
Celebration. There will be a
Costume and Dance Party on

The Alexandria Black History Museum
will open an exhibition of watercolors and
collagraph prints titled “African Encoun-
ters: Coast to Coast” beginning Nov.
2.Through this exhibition, artist Kathleen
Stafford explores the landscape, architec-
ture, and people of Africa, providing a ka-
leidoscope of variety and color for the eye.
This exhibition is free and open to the
public. The exhibition will close on Jan.
24, 2013.

Painting and printmaking in Africa for
about 20 years, Kathleen Stafford has
been enriched by working with African
artists and by her immersion in African
cultures from one side of the continent
to the other.

She currently resides in Khartoum,
Sudan, one of the most ethnically diverse
countries on the continent. From the stun-
ning monuments of Cairo, the regal cer-
emonies crowning the village chief in the
Ivory Coast, the fleeting expression of the
kora maker in the Gambia, or the pos-

ture of the
“Obioma,” itinerant
tailor in Lagos, Ni-
geria — Kathleen
has cataloged them
all in her watercol-
ors and prints.

Stafford’s paint-
ings and prints
have been acquired
by American and
foreign embassies,
museums, centers of art and culture, and
private collectors around the world (http://
kathleenstafford.wordpress.com/exhibi-
tions/.) Her work will be featured in an Af-
rica Green Conference in Lagos, Nigeria in
2013.

The Alexandria Black History Museum is
located at 902 Wythe St. in Alexandria’s
Parker-Gray Historic District and is open from
Tuesday through Saturday, from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Visit www.alexblackhistory.org for
more information.

Watercolor, Collagraph Exhibit
At Alexandria Black History Museum

Entertainment

Calendar

From Page 22

See Calendar,  Page 25
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Fall Specials

127 N. Washington St., Alexandria • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

The Finest Country French
Cuisine in Old Town for 29 Years.

Old Town

• Dover Sole  • Bouillabaisse
• Frog Legs  • Beef Wellington

 • Split Pea Soup • Cassoulet
 • Venison • Coq au Vin

The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

Friday, Nov. 2, 8-11 p.m.. Tickets:
$15 in advance, $20 at door, or two
for $35. Torpedo Factory Art Center,
105 N. Union St. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org/
dayofthedead.

TUESDAY/OCT. 30
Poetry Presentation. 10:30 a.m. Join

the “Tuesdays at Two” writing group
showcasing talented local writers and
poets. Free and open to the public.
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Rd. Call 703-765-4573
to reserve a seat.

Doggie Happy Howl-o-ween
Costume Contest. Registration
4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.; contest
begins at 6 p.m. Jackson 20 and
Kimpton’s Hotel Monaco Alexandria
host their annual Doggie Happy
Howl-o-ween Costume Contest. Local
pets and their human companions
can model their Halloween finest
while competing for prizes in a
contest in the outdoor courtyard.
Open to the public. Prizes will be
awarded. Registration will be on a
first-come, first-served basis, for a
limited number of entries. Spectators
are welcome. Event will be held in
the restaurant’s courtyard; use the
Royal Street entrance. Admission is
TBD. At Jackson 20 Restaurant, 480
King St. Call 703-842-2790.

TUESDAY-WEDNESDAY/OCT. 30-31
Roaring 20s Halloween Soiree.

5:30-8 p.m. Party like the Fitzgeralds
at this Roaring 20s-themed
Halloween Soiree at historic Two-
Nineteen Restaurant and Basin Street
Lounge. Attendees are encouraged to
arrive in 20s inspired dress to enjoy
popular 1920s gourmet cuisine by
Chef Ryan Ross and specialty
cocktails. Live blues music, premium
cigars, and a charity underground
poker tournament are also featured
at this event (proceeds to benefit the
D.C. Central Kitchen). Visit http://
www.eventbrite.com/org/
2778794346.

THROUGH OCT. 31
“SKYSCAPE.” Paintings of the sky

landscape, by Maremi Hooff
Andreozzi runs 9 a.m.-5 p.m., closed
Tuesdays at Huntley Meadows Park
Visitor Center, 3701 Lockheed
Boulevard, call 703-768-2525. Visit
www.maremi.com.

THURSDAY/NOV. 1
6th Annual Alexandria Film

Festival. The festival brings high-
quality short and feature length
films, documentaries, filmmaker
panels and arts presentations to
Alexandria. Presented by the
Alexandria Commission for the Arts
and the City of Alexandria Office of
the Arts from Nov. 1-4. Call 703-746-
5592

FRIDAY/NOV. 2
Día de los Muertos Costume &

Dance Party. 8-11 p.m.
Presentation of the 4th annual Day of
the Dead extravaganza featuring an
exhibition of artist-made altars and a
festive Costume & Dance Party.
Admission: Advance $15; Door: $20
or two for $35 (Tickets $10 each
with a student ID). Torpedo Factory
Art Center, 105 N. Union St. Call
703-838-4565.

Drumathon. 4 p.m. Join Good
Shepherd Housing and the Hollin
Hall Senior Center to help raise funds
and awareness for the homeless.
Each drumbeat can help Good
Shepherd Housing reach the goal of

Entertainment

From Page 23

‘The Island of Dr. Moreau’ at TC
 T.C. Williams Drama Department presents “The Island of Dr. Moreau” adapted

by Robert Kauzlaric; based on the novel by H.G. Wells. Wells’ science fiction tale
follows a shipwrecked Londoner who lands on the island of a scientist whose ani-
mal experiments create human-like beasts. The play confronts not only the ethical
issues, but the very nature of humanity. Chilling, gory, and thought-provoking, this
is the perfect show for the Halloween season. Oct. 26 and 27, Nov. 2 and 3, all shows
at 7:30pm. Tickets available at the door. ACPS Students/Employees and Senior
Citizens, $5; adults-$10.

See Calendar,  Page 26

T.C. Williams students (from left): Sam Davies, Sam
Hanoura, Andrew Pickup, Stephanie Slaven, and Ray
Lauchu rehearse their roles as half-human
creatures in “The Island of Dr. Moreau.”

Target Gallery at The Torpedo
Factory Art Center presents “Día
de los Muertos: The Art of Remem-
brance,” an exhibition of artist-
made Altar installations and Day
of the Dead inspired artwork made
by local and regional artists, which
will adorn the main hall of the art
center from Oct. 29 through Nov.
4. Gabe and Scarlett Pons of
PONSHOP served as the jurors for
this exhibition, which was open to
local and regional artists. First,
second, and third place awards
will be announced at our festive
Costume & Dance Party on Friday,
Nov. 2 from 8-11 p.m.

Selected artists include last
year’s Best in Show winner Blair
Dobbins, as well as last year’s 2nd
place winner Torpedo Factory Art-
ist Lisa Schumaier.

Choreographers Collaboration
“Standing Room Only” is a modern dance concert created
specifically for the Athenaeum gallery space to encourage
the audience to see the dances and Athenaeum artwork
from different perspectives. Saturday, Oct. 27, 7 p.m. at
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street. $10 adults, $5 ages
12-17, free under 12. Visit www.ccpdance or call 703-548-
0035.

Join in the celebration on Fri-
day, Nov. 2 from 8 to 11 p.m. with
a festive Costume & Dance Party
featuring live music by The
Torches, a costume contest, DIY
mini-altars and more. Costume
contest judges are Eric Nelson
from Artfully Chocolate, Louise
Kraft from the Alexandria Gazette,
and the Art League’s Assistant
Gallery Director Megan Fox.

Tickets are $15 in advance; $20
at the door; $10 for students with
student IDs. Purchase five advance
tickets or more and get them each
for $10. Call 703-838-4565, ext.
2 or email
events@torpedofactory.org to pur-
chase tickets. Torpedo Factory Art
Center is located at 105 N. Union
St. Visit www.torpedofactory.org/
dayofthedead

Día de los Muertos at Target
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Living Legends Founding Media Sponsor

4,000 participants in Help the
Homeless events, earning a bonus of
$50,000 for our work in preventing
and ending homelessness. The event
will take place at Hollin Hall Senior
Center, 1500 Shenandoah Rd.

Audition. 6-9 p.m. Aldersgate Church
Community Theater will be holding
auditions for “Disney’s The Little
Mermaid Jr.” Children ages 8-18.
Visit www.acctonline.org.

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS/NOV. 2-17
Port City Playhouse. 8 p.m.

Alexandria’s award-winning theatre
company continues its 2012-13
season with the regional community
theatre premiere of The Soul
Collector. There will be a
performance on Tuesday, Nov. 13
too. Saturday matinees will be
available on Nov. 10 & 17 at 2 p.m.
Port City Playhouse performs at The
Lab at Convergence, located at 1819
N. Quaker Ln. General admission
tickets are $14-18. Visit
portcityplayhouse.org.

THROUGH NOV. 2
Death Comes to Carlyle House. To

commemorate the 232nd anniversary
of the death of John Carlyle, Carlyle
House presents an exhibit on the
mourning practices of 18th-century
Virginia through the experience of
the Carlyle household. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
from Tuesday through Saturday,
noon-4 p.m on Sunday. Admission:
$5/adults, $3/children, Free for
members. Carlyle House, 121 N.
Fairfax St. Call 703-549-2997.

NOV. 2 THROUGH 25
Photography exhibition: “Telling

Images.” Opening reception is Nov.
2, 7-10 p.m. See photographic
techniques and interpretations that
tell a story without words. Call 703-
960-3873, email jldtifft@cox.net or
visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

SATURDAY/NOV. 3
Church-wide Yard Sale. 8 a.m.-2

p.m. The public is welcome to come
and shop. Baked goods and lunch
also available for sale. At Cameron
United Methodist Church located at
3130 Franconia Rd. Rain or Shine. If
you want to be a seller, contact
Marilyn by Oct.22 at 703-765-6817
to purchase a table for $20.

Movie: Courageous. 3 p.m. The
movie will be shown in the
fellowship hall of Plymouth Haven
Baptist Church, 8600 Plymouth Dr.
Refreshments will be served.

Audition. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Aldersgate
Church Community Theater will be
holding auditions for “Disney’s The
Little Mermaid Jr.” Children ages 8-
18. Visit www.acctonline.org.

NOV. 3 THROUGH DEC. 2
Free Art Exhibition. This juried

photography exhibition — open to all
artists nationally and
internationally—explores the theme
of upheaval in our personal lives and
throughout the world. A reception on
Nov. 8, from 6-8 p.m. occurs during

2nd Thursday Art Night and features
a talk by juror Brie Castell at 7 p.m.
Target Gallery (Studio 2), 105 North
Union St. Call 703-838-4565, x4 or
visit www.torpedofactory.org/target.

THROUGH NOV. 4
Pulse4Artists – “4 Ways Of Color”

11 a.m.-6 p.m. Gallery West, 1213
King St. The opening reception will
be Saturday, Oct. 13 from 5-7 p.m.
Call 703-549-6006 Visit
www.Pulse4Artists.com.

Exhibition of 2D and 3D Artwork.
Featuring ceramic artist Daiva Balkus
and photographer Ruth Ann Lowery.
At Gallery West, located at 1213 King
St. Visit www.gallery-west.info.

Entertainment

Evensong at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Grant Hellmers, Organist-Choirmaster of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, will direct the
adult choir in the All Saints’ Day Choral Evensong on Tuesday, Nov. 1, at 7:30 p.m.
Candles will be available to light in memory of loved ones who have died. Music is by
Victoria, Wood, Stanford, and Alain. Reception for all attendees will follow. This is a
free event and open to the public, with a freewill offering optional. Contact Grant
Hellmers at 703-549-3312 or grant@stpaulsalexandria.com.

Calendar More Halloween Fun
The Old Town Boutique District, a marketing cooperative of 30 Alexandria

boutiques, will be celebrating Halloween with its 4th annual Trick or Treating event
on Saturday, Oct. 27. Children (and adults) of all ages are invited to visit partici-
pating boutiques to receive special tricks or treats.

All of the participating OTBD stores will offer treats. Some may also offer fam-
ily friendly tricks. Halloween costumes are encouraged. Tricks and treats will be
available during the day and during store hours.

To identify participating OTBD stores, a special “Trick or Treat with the Bou-
tiques” poster will be displayed in all participating stores, which include: Apple
Seed, Bellacara, Bishop Boutique, Bloomers, Current Boutique, Diva, European
Country Living, Fibre Space, Gossypia, Hooray for Books, Hysteria, La Cuisine,
Lawrence Miller & Co, Little Monogram Shop, Lou Lou, Mint Condition, Monday’s
Child, Mystique Jewelers, Olio Tasting Room, Pacers, Periwinkle, Pink & Brown,
Pretty People, Red Barn Mercantile, Stuart Nordin, The Christmas Attic, The Dog
Park, The Shoe Hive, The Spice and Tea Exchange, The Sugar Cube, Today’s Cargo,
Walker Home, and Zoe Boutique.

To learn more about the Old Town Boutique District, visit
www.OldTownBoutiqueDistrict.com.

Halloween has officially gone to the dogs with the Doggie Happy Howl-o-
ween Costume Contest on Tuesday, Oct. 30 at Hotel Monaco Alexandria
Courtyard of Jackson 20 Restaurant. Local pets and their human companions are
expected to turn out in droves for this popular pet costume contest, which has
become an annual tradition in Old Town Alexandria. Cheered on by spectators and
a panel of judges, up to 50 contestants will strut down the catwalk in the outdoor
courtyard, modeling their Halloween finest.

Prizes will be awarded for:
* The Most Political Pooch
* The Most Glamorous Get-Up
* The Best Dressed Couple (pet/owner costume combo
* The “Top Dog” Award (best overall costume
During the evening’s festivities, guests can purchase Halloween-themed cocktails

and light bites from Jackson 20 restaurant, while complimentary doggie treats and
fresh water bowls will be available for all canine friends.

This year, the costume contest will be limited to 50 entrants. Once this limit is
reached, registration will be closed. Registration will be on a first-come, first-served
basis. Contest registration runs from 4:30-5:30 p.m. Contest begins at 6 p.m. Win-
ners will be announced at 7 p.m.

The event will be held in the Jackson 20 Restaurant courtyard, use the Royal
Street entrance. Call 703-549-6080 or visit www.monaco-alexandria.com or
www.jackson20.com. Open to the public with a $10 registration fee for all partici-
pants, and a $10 suggested door donation for non-participants. Registration fees
and door donations will benefit the AWLA.

From Page 25
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join a Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons…

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon

2:00 pm (en Español)

6:30 pm Mass (from Sept. 9
until mid June)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)

Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Mass Schedule

b

b
b

b

b
b

Sanchez To Address Local NACCP Banquet

T
he Alexandria, Virginia Branch
of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored

People (NAACP) is hosting its 79th An-
nual Membership and Awards Banquet,
themed “Your Power, Your Decision -
Vote”, on Saturday, Oct. 27, at the Holi-
day Inn & Suites Alexandria - Historic
District, 625 First Street, Alexandria.  Re-
ception will begin at 6 p.m., followed
by banquet dinner and live entertain-
ment at 7 p.m.

The guest speaker is Sonia Sanchez —
poet, activist, and scholar.  Sanchez was
the Laura Carnell Professor of English
and Women’s Studies at Temple Univer-
sity. She is the recipient of both the Rob-
ert Frost Medal for distinguished lifetime
service to American poetry and the
Langston Hughes Poetry Award. Sanchez
is the author of 16 books.

Tickets are $75 per person and may
be purchased online at
www.naacpalexandriava.org.

John P Hightower Jr.
John P Hightower Jr., 79, of Salem died

on Friday, Oct. 19, 2012. His beloved wife
Tina preceded him in death.

He leaves behind with saddened hearts
his children Paul Hightower of Pittsburgh,
Pa., Ann Hightower of Salem, Mary and
Andy Freund of Stockbridge, Ga. and Su-
san Hightower Ford of Salem; grandchil-
dren KJ and Jason Ford, Jordan Hightower
and Scott, Kevin, Amy, Paige and Julie
Freund; brothers and sisters in law Bob
and Angela Miller of Salem, Mike and
Nancy Covolo of Omaha, Neb.; and Joe
And Jackie Covolo of Midlothian, along
with many nieces, nephews and dear
friends.

John retired to Salem from Alexandria
after 40 years of service with the federal
government.

He was a dedicated alumnus of Old Do-
minion University and treasurer of the
Roanoke Chapter of the AARP. Poppy also
was an ardent supporter of his
grandchildren’s athletic team and activi-
ties.

Visitation was Monday, Oct. 22 at John
M. Oakey’s and Son Funeral Home in Sa-
lem. A funeral Mass was held on Tuesday,
Oct. 23 at Our Lady of Nazareth Catholic
Church in Roanoke, Monsignor Joseph
Lehman officiated.

Burial folowed at Sherwood Memorial
Park in Salem. An online guestbook is
available by visiting
www.johnmoakey.com

Obituary

Old Town
LET’S TOAST OUR TOWN - ‘Towners,

this isn’t your mother’s party do we’re tout-
ing here today. No siree. The one I have in
mind begs you to show up. It promises to
please. It sings. It swings. It’s sooo 21st cen-
tury. It’s for a noble notable cause and it’s
coming up just around the corner — Nov.
10 to be precise. Stay tuned.

Ever heard of “Toasting Our Town,” spon-
sored as a clever and effective fund-raiser
for the Historic Alexandria Foundation? You
will. It’s actually been a player on the local
preservation and restoration scene for a few
years. But now it can say it deserves to play
with the big boys.

“Toasting” was conceived as a substitute
for the HAF’s mega fundraiser via its an-
nual Antiques Show and preview gala.

While some of us old-timers might argue
that nothing could replace or replicate the
HAF antiques do — as well as the thousands
of dollars for historic preservation it raised
each year — this new kid on the block is
sure trying.

“Toast” in its purist form is really a big
silent auction-fueled cocktail party — but
talk about gaining traction in the highly-
competitive world of fund-raising, this party
sizzles.

Let’s start with the folks who make this
gala happen. Co-chairs are Mason and Clark
Bavin and Ashley and Lawrence O’Connor.
Leaders of the worker bees backing them
up are Mia and Tim Bass, Julianne and Tim
Belevetz, Catherine and Richard Bolton,
Morgan Delaney, Charlotte and John
Grzebien, Amy and David Heiden, Mary and
Ed Heiden, Carrie Heiden, Osborne Mackie,

Anna and Greg May, Patricia and Latane
Montague, Karen and Bill Sauers, Sue and
Graham Setliff, Beverly and John Stinson,
Hartley and Kevin Wensing, and Katie and
Hack Wiegmann.

Venue for the Toast is the venerable Ath-
enaeum, one of Old Town’s Greek Revival
treasures at 201 Prince St., running from 7
to 9 p.m. And for $75 per person your tum-
mies can partake of goodies including a
wonderful line-up of wines and mouth-wa-
tering hors d’oeuvres. Old Town’s “Grape
and Bean” has selected a smashing line-up
of wine.

The best line in all of what I’ve told you
to date is that proceeds from the event ben-
efit the Historic Alexandria Preservation
Fund. Another spiffy feature of the evening
is that wines can be ordered for pick up or
delivery by the bottle or case. Let me add
that the featured silent auction aspect of
the evening offers a treasure trove of imagi-
native auction items — such as two
Redskins tickets, a historic house history by
Ruth Lincoln Kay, a private tour of the Na-
tional Portrait Gallery, a formal dinner at
an Old Town historic home, restaurant gift
certificates, a round of Golf at Belle Haven
Country and much more.

To buy tickets online or for sponsoring
opportunities dial in
www.historicalexandriafoundation.org. The
HAF is a 501(c)3 charitable organization .

See you there, ‘Towners. No autographs,
please.

— Bob Feldkamp

Neighborhood
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

MOWING TRIMMING EDGING,
HEDGE TRIMMING, MULCHING,
SODDING, GUTTER CLEANING

LAWN MOWING

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins   703-802-0483   free est.

email:jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete

FREE ESTIMATE
LIC. INS AND BONDED

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns

Leaks Repaired
No job too small

ROOFING ROOFING

Charles Jenkins
TREE SERVICE

Seasoned Firewood
Topping, trimming, Stump Grinding

Lic. & Ins!
540-829-9917 or 540-422-9721

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

Leaf &
Tree Removal

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

Pediatric Nurse Practitioner

Large private pediatric practice with two 
offices in Fair Oaks & Centreville seeking 

Full-Time PNP. 
Two years office based experience preferred.  
Experience with electronic medical records 
desired.  Competitive salary and excellent 

benefits.  November start date.  

Fax CV to: 703-391-2919, 
Attn: NP Recruiter, or email

saleenadakin@fairfaxpeds.com.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

EmploymentEmployment

Advertising Sales
Work part-time in and near

your home office
Enjoy commissions and flexible hours

Great opportunity for outside sales
person to work primarily in and near your
home. Use relationship selling to create and
expand community print and internet
advertising campaigns to local businesses for
Connection Newspapers, Northern
Virginia’s best-read community newspapers
and websites.

Keep productivity high and commuting
low while working close to home. After a
short training period, travel to our Old Town
Alexandria headquarters and production
facility required only once or twice a week
during off-peak traffic hours. Call 703-778-
9431 for details.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
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703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to members of the NY, nonprofit, Ameri-
can Society of Clinical Oncology, Inc., that eligible ASCO 
members may vote by proxy ballot from Oct. 15 to Nov. 20, 
2012 to elect the President Elect, three seats on the Board of 
Directors, and three seats on the Nominating Committee for 
service beginning on June 3, 2013.  Information about proxy 
ballots is available at www.asco.org. Completed proxy ballots 
will be delivered to the ASCO President or his designee for 
casting at a meeting held on Nov. 26, 2012, 8:30-9:00 AM at 
ASCO Headquarters, 2318 Mill Road, Suite 800, Alexandria, 
VA 22318.  Members with questions can email 
ASCOelection@asco.org  or call 571-483-1316.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY
Henry Porter Goble, 88, of Alexandria, Virginia, formerly of 
Taylorsville  NC, died Monday, October 15, 2012 in Alexandria, 
Virginia. He was born October 22, 1923 in Alexander County, 
son of the late Robert Lee and Hattie Burke Goble.

Mr. Goble was a retired brick layer contractor and 
owned several Masonry companies. He also was a US Army 
World War II veteran where he served under General Patton’s 
tank corp. and fought in Normandy as well as other battles, 
and was awarded the Purple Heart and numerous other med-
als.

In addition to his parents he was preceded in death by 
his wife, Hessie Gant Goble, brothers, J.C. and Robert Goble; 
sisters, Louise Howell and Rachel Sigmon.

Survivors include his son, Jimmy Goble of Alexandria, 
Virginia; a sister, Alice Bowman and husband, Haven of Tay-
lorsville; nephew, Steve Sigmon of Hickory; cousin and guardi-
an, Sarah Ann Tammaro of Maryland, and several other nieces 
and nephews.

A graveside service will be held at 11:00 am Friday, 
October 19, 2012 in the Taylorsville Cemetery. The Rev. Bill 
Smith will officiate. Military Burial Honors will be accorded by 
DAV Chapter # 84 of Taylorsville. The family will receive 
friends from 10:00 until 10:30 am Friday at Adams Funeral 
Home.

Condolences may be sent to the Goble family at 
www.adamsfunerals.com.

Adams Funeral Home and Cremation service is 
assisting the Goble family.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038 ❖ jsmithhdi@aol.com

101 Computers 101 Computers21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Caboose Bakery LLC trading 
as Caboose Cafe & Bakery
1125 Queen Street
Alexandria VA 22314
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT of ALCOHOL-
IC BEVERAGE CONTROL for 
a beer and wine on premise
license to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages.
Meskerem Kifle (President)
Rhoda Worku (Vice President)
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

25 Sales & Auctions

The Legendary 
Twig Thrift Shop

mounts “Fall Haul Extended 
Hours Sale”, Oct 25th - 28th. 

Shop early and often for 
upscale items of exceptional 

value. Fantastic buys on 
women's wear, men's wear, 
furs, vintage clothing, formal 

wear, wedding gowns, 
jewelry, home decor & more!
Sale hours: Oct 25th, 5-8pm; 
Oct 26th; 9:30am-2:30pm & 
5-8pm; Oct 27th, 10:00am-
4pm, and Sunday, Oct 28th, 

1-4pm.  Store location: 106 N. 
Columbus St., Alexandria, VA 

22314. Tel:(703)683-5544 
Website:http://www.thetwig.org

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

Estate/Yard Sale, Sat. 10/20 
8:00 AM - Noon; 

8311 Crown Ct Rd, Alex

29 Misc. for Sale

Sidewalk sale, 10/27 9AM-
1PM 412 S. Lee ST. Alex, VA
Crystal, copper, pottery, pics

102 Instruction

Looking to start the
school year strong?

Tutoring is available in the 
Northern Virginia area!

Dean’s List College Graduate 
with 7 years of Experience. 

Accounting/Finance Degree.
All grade levels, specializing 
in Math, English, Spanish.
Call Hal @ (703)864-6616.

Tutoring rate is $50/hr. 
Mention this ad and receive 
20% off your first session!

l
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self-sufficiency; she is an advocate for the
homeless, including adolescents without
guardians.

Allison has lived in historic Parkfairfax for
the past 20 years, and she stood with us to
fight against the Hot Lanes and other un-
welcome intrusions to our community, in-
cluding the gas line intended to be built
alongside Charles Barrett Elementary
School.

There is a reason that Allison has an ex-
tensive “brigade” of volunteers campaign-
ing for her — we are inspired not only by
her words but by her accomplishments,
leadership, sense of mission and can-do
spirit.

I believe that Allison’s hard work and
longtime commitment to public service
shows us how she would serve on City
Council. She will be a tremendous asset to
our city’s future as she strives to maintain
our livable, family-friendly community.

Ruth T. Woods
Alexandria

Vision of
The City
To the Editor:

Over the past two years, a large number
of Alexandria’s residents have become ac-
tively involved in the city’s development.
Today, the Vision of the City in the 2010
City Council Strategic Plan is demonstrated
to be without integrity; and the city short
on the ability to plan or implement with-
out major error (BRAC) or deliberate igno-
rance (Waterfront). What are the main ele-
ments of the council’s Vision of the City:
Diverse – Historic – Beautiful and Unique
Neighborhoods - Urban Villages - Great
Community. It is a challenge to the imagi-
nation to believe that this vision remains a
top priority for City Hall.

This election for City Council gives Alex-
andria city residents the most timely and
best opportunity to tip the scale, reestab-
lish balance in city government, and make
sure that this Vision of the City becomes a
reality. That is why all of us, regardless of
party from across the City of Alexandria,
are signing below to show our strong sup-
port for Bob Wood for City Council.

Bob Wood brings the most credible, rel-
evant, and reliable understanding and ex-
perience in managing complex projects and
diverse groups than any other candidate for
City Council. Starting with his belief that
what he owes his constituents is first and
foremost: respect for all citizens - excellent
performance – service - economy in public
spending - and trust, as the best measure
of how the city treats its people.

Mr. Wood’s credentials are outstanding
when weighed against any other city coun-
cil candidate’s resume. His active partici-
pation on the Mayor’s Waterfront
Workgroup, a response to citizens’ rejection
of the initial plan, demonstrated his clear
respect for the group’s purpose, as well as
realistic expectations of city staff; he co-
authored the final report. Beginning as a
student at T.C. Williams High School and

continuing throughout a career that in-
cluded West Point, University of Chicago
Business School, a Virginia state commis-
sion to keep jobs here, and leading a pro-
gram to educate tomorrow’s leaders, Bob
Wood’s performance has been continually
recognized and rewarded. Bob Wood served
our Army for 36 years in major hotspots
around the world yet still found time to
contribute to the communities he lived in,
e.g. as school board member and econom-
ics professor. Bob combines the economic
understanding of business school with the
practical management of large scale, com-
plex organizations, and now his own small
business. Finally, one of Bob Wood’s most
outstanding characteristics is the level of
trust he inspires in all who work with him.

In walking the streets of Alexandria as a
first time candidate, Bob Wood has gener-
ated more goodwill and volunteered expres-
sions of hope for change at City Hall than
might be imagined. When set against his
competitors for City Council in four debates
he has been the only candidate time and
again applauded for his informed, intelli-
gent and clear remarks. This stands in di-
rect contrast to how most other candidates
have performed. Because when you look
carefully at their track record or their re-
sume, they fall far short of Bob Wood —
and what Alexandria must have today to
achieve the 2010 Vision of the City: diver-
sity, beauty, uniqueness, and great commu-
nity.

Having Bob Wood on City Council will
bring us unmatched experience, leadership,
and ability to bring us together again. Al-
exandria and its children deserve that Vi-
sion of the City — and this means turning
the ballot over on election day, filling in the
box next to “John R. ‘Bob’ Wood” and put-
ting him on City Council. It won’t take long
to look at what some others have to offer,
we did … and we’ve decided to vote for Bob
Wood for City Council.

Guy Bourn, North Old Town;
Cristine Sanchez Canete, Arlandria;

Dave Cavanaugh, West End Alexan-
dria; Miriam Ellsworth, North Old

Town; Gerald Fauth, Federal Hill;
Donald and Gail Ledwig, Central

Alexandria; Robert Pringle, Old Town;
Kurt and Courtney Schlieter,

Rosemont; William Stuebner, Old
Town

Don’t Forget
BRAC Issue
To the Editor:

Alexandrians will soon be going to the
polls to cast their votes for both federal and
local candidates. As they prepare to do so,
my fellow Alexandrians should be mindful
of what happened the last time we had an
all-Democrat city council — the West End
got an enormous BRAC building while the
City Council stood by mutely. I strongly
believe that Alexandria is best served by
having a City Council with a mix of Repub-
licans, Democrats, and even Independents,
rather than being controlled by a single
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party. A diversity of views in the council
increases the likelihood that issues will be
more thoroughly vetted before they are
decided — or ignored.

I know that moving the local elections to
November was expressly designed to pro-
duce an all-Democrat City Council but, in
my judgment, that outcome would be a se-
rious mistake. In fact, I personally think that
the Democrats who sat on the City Council
when the BRAC issue was in play, some of
whom are now trying to get back on the
council, don’t deserve a single vote from the
West End — they certainly won’t get mine
— but I will leave that decision to my friends
and neighbors in the West End. I just know
how unhappy I am each time I see a hulk-
ing BRAC building overshadowing all of
Seminary Valley and realize that this facil-
ity could and should have been placed in
another part of Alexandria that was readily
accessible to mass transit and far less resi-
dential in nature. If the City Council had at
least tried but failed to achieve this alter-
native outcome, I would feel better than I
do now. But the record shows that they
didn’t even try. Shall we see what another
all-Democrat City Council will bring us? I
hope not.

Henry R. Desmarais
Alexandria

Schools Heading
In Right Direction
To the Editor:

School Board elections are in danger of
being overlooked (quite literally: make sure
you turn over the ballot to see the school
board candidates on the reverse side) dur-
ing this election with so many offices on
the ballot. I would like to highlight one of
the District B candidates: Marc Williams.

Marc is running for his second full term
on the School Board and I urge my district
B neighbors to vote for him. He, with his
fellow board members, has put student aca-
demic achievement first, created a strate-
gic plan that won the Magna award from
the American School Board Journal, insti-
tuted a K-12 curriculum that promotes
higher-level thinking, supported the suc-
cessful transformation of T.C. Williams from
“persistently lowest achieving” to our cur-
rent first-time ever accreditation, and dem-
onstrated fiscal prudence by lowering the
cost per pupil by 12 percent in the last four
years.

Marc listens to citizens and has been very
helpful to the community. He has a great
grasp of the details and many documents
that come with running our school system.
I have seen him in action at School Board
meetings and he is able to really question
school staff and challenge them when nec-
essary.

Marc is the only District B candidate with
kids who have been at T.C. and this is in-
deed valuable experience. Currently 3,200
students are at T.C. and as a high school
parent I want to make sure that someone
on the board has first-hand knowledge from
the family perspective.

I have been actively engaged as a parent
and volunteer in our public schools since
1996. I can attest that right now things in
ACPS are the best I’ve ever seen them. We
still have room for improvement but the
level of rigor and the quality of the teach-
ers has gone up, student academic achieve-
ment is on the rise, and families are happy.
There has been a lot of teacher turnover at
TC in the past two years and we are now
attracting uniformly great teachers using
best practices. I don’t hear people complain-
ing about burned-out teachers at TC any-
more; at back to school night this year par-
ents were buzzing about how happy their
kids are and how impressive the faculty is.
We’ve always had some great teachers at
TC, but now I hear parents saying: “I can’t
believe that my kid likes all of his teach-
ers.”

In each of the three school board districts
only one incumbent is running so we are
guaranteed to have six new people. While
it’s always important to elect new public
officials with fresh ideas and perspectives,
I hope that the three incumbents — Marc
Williams, Helen Morris (District A), and
Ronnie Campbell (District C) — are re-
elected to provide some institutional
memory and continuity during the transi-
tion to the new board.

Priscilla Goodwin
Alexandria

City Deserves
Better
To the Editor:

Justin Wilson was attacked as being a
machine drone and a immature simpleton
in numerous letters to the editor in local
newspapers shortly after he won a seat on
City Council in the 2007 special election.
These attacks occurred before he had cast
his first vote or even attended his first City
Council meeting. I thought such attacks
were unfair and inappropriate. I publicly
defended Wilson in this publication and
other media.

I had high hopes that Wilson would bring
new blood to a City Council occupied by
professional politicians devoid of new ideas
and disconnected from the needs and aspi-
rations of our community. I had hoped he
would make the most of the unique oppor-
tunity provided to him by us voters. So what
did Wilson’s record show during the short
time he was on the City Council?

❖ Wilson raised our taxes at every op-
portunity

❖ Wilson attacked legitimate businesses
extending loans to the economically disad-
vantaged

❖ Wilson, a so-called transportation ex-
pert, supported the BRAC, making the daily
commute more challenging for thousands.

Perhaps worst of all, days after
Alexandrians voted him out of office, he led
the charge with a handful of professional
politicians to subvert our election process.
His cynical ploy to combine our local elec-
tions with national elections stabs at the
heart of Alexandria Democracy and tradi-
tions. Wilson pushed this anti-democratic
measure through the lame duck City Coun-

cil over the intense objections of nonparti-
san civic associations, such as The Alexan-
dria League of Women Voters, and an over-
whelming majority of the Alexandrians who
took time out of their busy schedules to
confront this injustice. Fellow Democrats
Vice Mayor Del Pepper and former City
Councilman Ludwig Gaines voted against
this cynical ploy to game the elections. Vice
Mayor Pepper stated, “This is not what I call
good government.”(The Alexandria Gazette
Packet covered the story: http://
connectionarchives.com/PDF/2009/
061709/Alexandria.pdf)

Now, Wilson has reinforced his spend-
thrift ways by repeatedly insisting at recent
debates that the city should take your tax
dollars to pay for babysitters. Wilson also
is a strong supporter of the ultra expensive
street car system intended to plow through
the heart of Alexandria, disrupting traffic
for months, if not years, upending years of
historic preservation; and costing untold
hundreds of millions of your dollars.

Alexandria deserves better, real change
for a dynamic future.

Bud Miller
Alexandria

Long Service
To Community
To the Editor:

In his opening remarks in the second
mayoral debate Andrew Macdonald stated
that life in Alexandria had worsened under
Mayor Euille’s leadership, but it would only
be fair to examine his own record.

Mr. Macdonald has a history of indecisive,
political allegiance and perseverance. In the
2000 election he ran for Council as an in-
dependent and lost. In 2003 he joined the
Democratic Committee, ran as a Democrat
and won. He served his full term. In 2006
he again ran as a Democrat but in an at-
tempt to become vice mayor allowed the
Republicans to include his name in Repub-
lican ads. He prevailed — winning the most
votes to become vice mayor. In early May
of 2007, he abruptly resigned his seat for
“personal reasons” having served slightly
less than one-third of his three-year term.

Macdonald resigned from the Democratic
Committee to run as an Independent for
Mayor. He went before the Republican Com-
mittee to ask for their support. His consis-
tent mantra at debates, speeches, etc. is a
two-trick pony: lack of planning and no
control of development. He complains
about people not listening to his message,
portraying himself as the expert on several
issues, even to the point of telling us that
we should accept his assessment of the city’s
financial condition rather than Moody’s
triple bond rating of the city.

Mayor Euille has made more attempts to
make us one city than any mayor I can re-
member in my 38-years living and teach-
ing in the city. When Mr. Macdonald decided
to include education matters in his lack of
planning mantra, accusing the mayor of not
planning ahead in the need for more school
buildings he entered a debate he should fear
to tread. In my 30-year teaching career in
the city schools I was never aware of Mr.

Macdonald’s concern for public education.
He lived not far from me in Old Town and
went to private schools. Through the years
I’ve attended many, many hearings in sup-
port of public education and fair salaries
for teachers. I don’t remember his presence
at any of these hearings except for his short
time on council.

Before serving as the Mayor, Bill Euille
served for 10 years on the School Board.
He attended segregated elementary schools
and later the new desegregated T. C. Will-
iams High School where he excelled in aca-
demics, played in the band and made many
close friends in the desegregated, combined
student population. He has walked the walk
not just talked the talk. His experience on
the School Board makes him very qualified
to know who’s responsible for operating the
school system. He has always supported
public schools, teachers and necessary fund-
ing. The Mayor has used his knowledge, his
personal wealth and his long service to the
community to help many young people get
an education.

I stand with Mayor Euille. He has my re-
spect, my support and my vote.

Hazel Rigby

Making a
Difference
To the Editor:

I’ve known Allison Silberberg for more
than 30 years. I wish I could say we’re only
31, but it seems like yesterday when Allison
and I used to live in the same dormitory at
American University. We’d have fun conver-
sations going back and forth to campus
while we were both pursuing our under-
graduate degrees in international studies.
During late nights when I worked as a desk
receptionist in the dorm, Allison used to
stop by and chat while we’d eagerly await
the delivery of fresh Krispy Kreme donuts!

Allison went on to accomplish great
things with her many talents and has dedi-
cated her life to helping others. From serv-
ing as founder/executive director of Lights,
Camera, Action!, where she mentored youth
in Anacostia, to her leadership of
Alexandria’s Economic Opportunities Com-
mission where she established the
organization’s annual public service day, “All
Hands on Deck,” and led the makeover of
the Alexandria Community Shelter, Allison
never stops thinking about what can be
done to help our community’s most vulner-
able citizens. She has an uncanny ability to
listen, take action and circle around to make
sure what she’s doing is having impact.

Throughout her life, Allison has proven
she’s a passionate advocate for affordable
housing and job creation. She has effectively
applied her strong communications skills to
achieving what many can only dream of,
such as writing the highly acclaimed book,
“Visionaries In Our Midst,” a fabulous book
that profiles everyday individuals making
a difference in their local communities. It’s
not surprising Allison authored a book
about community heroes, as she in fact is
one herself in Alexandria.
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Sports

Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

SSSAS Girls’
Capture
Seminary Cup

The St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes
fall girls’ teams captured the 5th
Annual Seminary Hill Cup by
defeating Episcopal in six of 10
events on Oct. 20. It was the
Saints’ second consecutive Cup
victory.

The Saints defeated Episcopal
in JV field hockey (5-0), JV soc-
cer (7-0), JV volleyball (2-1),
varsity soccer (3-1), varsity field
hockey (3-0) and varsity volley-
ball (3-2). SSSAS captured five
of nine events before pulling out
a tightly-contested varsity volley-
ball match (25-22, 13-25, 26-24,
19-25, 16-14) to secure the Cup.

Episcopal won JV tennis (5-2),
JV cross country, varsity cross
country and varsity tennis (5-2).

Senior middle hitter
Leah Joseph and the St.
Stephen’s & St. Agnes
volleyball team de-
feated Episcopal, 3-2,
on Oct. 20. The victory
helped the Saints fall
girls’ teams beat the
Maroon in six of 10
events that day and
capture the Seminary
Hill Cup.
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By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

T
.C. Williams defensive
lineman Jeremiah
Clarke busts through
the Annandale pass

protection in the second quarter
and sacks Atoms quarterback Joe
Bermingham on fourth down. In
the third quarter, junior defensive
back Rashawn Jackson intercepts
a pass and returns it 64 yards for
a Titans touchdown. Later, senior
defensive back Tim Garvin gets in
on the action, scooping up a
fumble and taking it 33 yards to
the house.

This was the kind of defensive
effort T.C. Williams head football
coach Dennis Randolph envi-
sioned the Titans producing ear-
lier in the season. Now, the team
is hoping it’s not too little, too late.

T.C. Williams defeated
Annandale, 52-7, on Oct. 20 at
Parker Gray Stadium. The Titans
defense came up big during its
homecoming game, holding a sec-
ond consecutive opponent to only
one touchdown. One week after
defeating West Springfield, 24-7,
TC improved to 3-5 and held onto
its slim playoff hopes with a lop-
sided victory against the Atoms,
who dropped to 1-7.

“Defensively, the last two weeks,
we’ve turned it up a notch,”
Randolph said. “We’re playing the
way I expected us to play against
Westfield, Robinson, Lake
Braddock, South County [and]
Woodson. That changes the whole
dynamic of the game when you

know you’re going to play de-
fense.”

After shutting out Wakefield in
the season opener, TC allowed an
average of more than 40 points per
game during losses to Westfield
(55), Robinson (40), South
County (60), Lake Braddock (21)
and Woodson (28). The last two
weeks, TC has surrendered just
seven points per contest. Defensive
coordinator Avery Williams said
the Titans are finally starting to
execute.

They’re also making plays. TC
has 11 sacks in the last two weeks,
including four from Clarke, who
stands 6 feet 5 and weighs 250
pounds. Jackson made his pres-
ence felt in the Titan secondary,
recording 11 tackles to go with his
pick-six.

“He’s an outstanding player,”
Williams said about Jackson. “He’s
one of our top athletes, as well as
one of our top football players. He
was injured early on in the season,
he’s just now really getting back
100 percent and now he’s show-
ing his playmaking ability.”

Junior linebacker Kevin Perry
had a team-high 12 tackles against
Annandale, and seniors Isaiah
Bunch and Marcus Streeter each
had one sack.

TC also experienced plenty of
success on the offensive side of the
ball. Running back Dealo
Robertson carried 26 times for 218
yards and two touchdowns, giving
him 433 yards and three scores in
the last two weeks. Despite miss-
ing a game due to a rib injury,
Robertson has rushed for 1,017

yards and nine touchdowns with
two games remaining.

“Dealo’s been able to run the ball
extremely well lately,” Randolph
said. “When you can run the ball
and don’t have to throw it, then it
makes your passing game much
more effective.”

“Effective” is certainly one way
to describe the Titans’ passing
game against the Atoms. Quarter-
back Alec Grosser completed 16 of
22 passes for 231 yards and three
touchdowns. He connected with 6-
foot-2 senior receiver Julius Coo-
per six times for 124 yards and two
scores.

Cooper is in his second season
playing receiver. He showed his

athleticism against Annandale,
out-jumping an opponent to make
a catch and later breaking a tackle
to score a touchdown.

“I’ve definitely seen him grow
up,” Grosser said about Cooper.
“He’s a playmaker now.”

Landon Moss, who has battled
an ankle injury, caught three
passes for 46 yards and a touch-
down. He has 45 receptions for
551 yards and eight touchdowns
this season.

TC will close the regular season
with a pair of road games. The Ti-
tans will take on Lee at 7:30 p.m.
on Friday, Oct. 26 and face West
Potomac on Nov. 2. TC will likely
have to win both games and re-
ceive some help from other teams
in order to make the playoffs. The
TC football program hasn’t
reached the playoffs in 21 years.

“Every game is our game,” Jack-
son said. “… We’ve got to win it
and we have a chance to make it.”

TC Defense Experiencing Late-Season Surge
Titans beat Annandale to keep
alive slim playoff hopes.

T.C. Williams defenders Kyreem Walton (27) and Rashawn Jackson (7) close in on an
Annandale ball carrier during the Titans’ 52-7 homecoming victory on Oct. 20.

T.C. Williams
running back
Dealo
Robertson
rushed for
218 yards
and two
touchdowns
against
Annandale on
Oct. 20.
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Dulles
23430 Rock Haven Way #130

703-661-3999

Arlington
4748 Lee Highway
703-524-7275

Prefinished
Solid Oak

Hardwood Sale!
$6.49
Sq. Ft. Installed

Prefinished
Solid Oak

Hardwood Sale!
$6.49
Sq. Ft. Installed

Month
Lowest Prices of the Year!

Month
Lowest Prices of the Year!

Prefinished Flooring

Bulk Mulch,
Playground Chips

& Organic Compost
$24.99/cu. yd.

FR
EE

 Fi
ll

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s Biggest Selection
50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s Biggest Selection
50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s Biggest Selection

Japanese Maples
30% OFF
Over 200 Varieties

Japanese Maples
30% OFF
Over 200 Varieties

Japanese Maples
30% OFF
Over 200 Varieties

Japanese Maples
30% OFF
Over 200 Varieties

R.R. Ties
$14.99

& Up

Pansies 97¢
Reg. $1.89

Pansies 97¢
Reg. $1.89

Pansies 97¢
Reg. $1.89

Pansies 97¢
Reg. $1.89

Pansies 97¢
Reg. $1.89

Open 7 days a week

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025

www.cravensnursery.com
Visit our new Web site:

➠Follow us:

Citrus
Plants

Are
Here

We Have
Firewood!

FREE ESTIMATES
Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,

Walls & Paver Driveways
Off Season Pricing

FREE ESTIMATES
Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,

Walls & Paver Driveways
Off Season Pricing

25% Off All Trees, Shrubs
and Perennials

Fall Flowers
Are Here in

Gorgeous Colors!

Fall Flowers
Are Here in

Gorgeous Colors!

Bulletin Board

Email announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday by noon. Photos
welcome.

THROUGH OCT. 31
Thanksgiving ‘Fit for Food’

Challenge is to walk/run/hop/ship/
jump 150,000 steps during the
month of October and to donate at
least one food basket to the Shelter.
Our goal is to donate 100 food
baskets. Participants can increase
their food donation opportunities by
asking their friends and family to
sponsor them in their fitness journey
by donating food items for each
fitness milestone they achieve (e.g.
each day of 5,000 steps or more
donate 5 food items, each 1,000 steps
over 150,000 in the month donate an
additional food item, etc.). Prizes will
be awarded for the most steps for the
month and a bonus award will be
granted to the participant that donates
the most food baskets, regardless of
the number of steps achieved. $15
participation fee. To sign up, e-mail
contact@fitnessontherun.net by Sept.
21.

October is ALIVE! at Reunions.
During the month of October,
Reunions,  a specialty shop of
distinctive antiques, home
furnishings, gifts and accessories, is
donating 5 percent of its proceeds to
ALIVE! (Alexandrians InVolved
Ecumenically). In addition to
contributing sales proceeds from its
October sales, Reunions is also
encouraging customers to donate
canned goods at the shop for
ALIVE!’s food pantry. So get a jump
on your holiday shopping! Reunions
blend of unique merchandise changes
daily so there’s always something
new to see. Reunions is located in the
Fairlington Centre Shopping Center

between N. Quaker Lane and
Kenwood Avenue. Visit them at
www.reunionsva.com. To find out
more about ALIVE! Visit www.alive-
inc.org.

Donation. Jack Taylor’s Alexandria
Toyota will donate $50 toward the
2012 Walk to Fight Breast Cancer in
the City of Alexandria for every new
and used vehicle sold throughout the
month of October. The dealership
will donate $15 for every “Like” it
receives on its Facebook page.

SATURDAY/OCT. 27
Free Mammogram. To celebrate the

growing awareness around breast
cancer, this free screening is
available to all women over 40 who
have a physician order. At Inova
Imaging Center, Mark Center, 4320
Seminary RD. Registration required.
Call 571-423-5400.

Bus Tour. 10:30-11:30 a.m. A bus tour
to celebrate October as “Housing
America Month.” Please board the
bus by 10:15 a.m. Meet at 600 N.
Fairfax St., in the rear of building.
Seating is limited to the first 37.
RSVP by calling 703-549-7115 Ext.
231. Visit www.arha.us.

Yoga Class. 12-2 p.m. Master class
flowing with intelligence, passion,
and truth with special guest teacher
Yogi ‘J’ Miles. A master flow class for
all levels. Register online. Cost: $35
prior to 10/25 or $45 thereafter. Visit
www.532Yoga.com or email
suzanne@532Yoga.com, or call 703-
209-0049. 532Yoga, 532 N.
Washington St., Suite 100.

Yoga Class. 3-5 p.m. Acro Yoga. Bring
a partner or partner up when you get
here. With special guest teacher Yogi
‘J’ Miles. All levels. Cost $40 prior to
10/25, $50 thereafter. Visit
www.532Yoga.com or email

suzanne@532Yoga.com, or call 703-
209-0049. 532Yoga, 532 N.
Washington St., Suite 100.

SUNDAY/OCT. 28
The 2nd Annual Haiti Micah

Project Race for the Kids. 2 p.m.
The one-mile cross country walk/run
and 5K run will be held on the
grounds of Episcopal High School. All
proceeds will go toward a new
vocational program being developed
for older adolescents in Mirebalais,
Haiti. Prizes will be awarded.
Families are welcome and costumes
are encouraged.  Children can
participate in face painting, moon
bounce, 100-yard tot trot, 10-yard
trike event, rope pull and decorating
a pumpkin. Visit http://
racedctiming.com to register.
Donations are welcome.

MONDAY/OCT. 29
Mayoral Candidate Debate. 7-8 p.m,

followed by the City Council debate.
At George Washington Middle School
Auditorum, 1005 Mount Vernon Ave.

TUESDAY/OCT. 30
Free Medicare Seminar. noon.

Seniors with all sorts of healthcare
and insurance questions will get
answers at a free seminar presented
by Capital Caring and Synergy
Homecare in the 10th floor Sky
Room of The Fountains at
Washington House, 5100 Fillmore
Ave. South. Learn about community
resources, how to communicate with
healthcare professionals, how to
navigate the Medicare maze and
much more. The public is welcome

See Bulletin,  Page 34
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The Auburn School
The Benedictine School
Chelsea School
The Children’s Guild
Commonwealth Academy
Cortona Academy
The Diener School
Eagle Hill School
Echelon Academy
The Frost School
The Gow School
The Katherine Thomas School
Kingsbury Day School
The Lab School of Washington
Landmark School

Little Keswick School
The Maddux School
MANSEF
McLean School of Maryland
The Model Asperger Program and
The Multiple Learning Needs Program
National Child Research Center
The Newton School
The Nora School
Oakland School
Oakwood School
Parkmont School
The Shire School
The Siena School
The Wye River Upper School

PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS

Sunday, October 28th, 1:00 – 3:00 pm

E-mail: biotechprogram@georgetown.edu
Website: http://biotechnology.georgetown.edu

One year with rolling admission

Spring 2013 deadline is 11/1/2012

Contact the Program Coordinator for details

202-687-1070

MS programs
in Biochemistry

and Biotechnology

Write
The Gazette Packet welcomes views on any public issue.

The deadline for all material is noon Friday. Letters must be signed.
Include home address and home and business numbers. Letters are

routinely edited for libel, grammar, good taste and factual errors. Send
to:

Letters to the Editor
The Gazette Packet

1606 King St.
Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail: gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

From Page 30

Letters

Allison is exactly the kind of
leader Alexandria needs on our
City Council. She’s smart, funny,
thoughtful, considerate, kind,
compassionate, and downright
authentic with boundless energy.
She never stops thinking about
what can be done to make Alex-
andria a better place to live, work,
and raise a family.

In an era when far too few
women hold public office, Allison
is “a voice of reason,” as our be-
loved former Mayor/State Sen.
Patsy Ticer has called her. On Al-
exandria City Council, she will
make a big difference for our

community’s children, families,
senior citizens, and hard-working
women and men. She’s been en-
dorsed by teachers, Alexandria’s
Committee of Police Local 5,
Alexandria’s Virginia Labor Fed-
eration AFL-CIO, Virginia Partisans
– PAC of the LGBT Democrats of
Virginia, EMILY’s List, and a long
list of trusted and respected politi-
cal leaders across the region.

Alexandria needs Allison
Silberberg on our City Council.
Please vote for Allison on Nov. 6.

Eileen Cassidy Rivera
Eileen Cassidy Rivera served on

the School Board of Alexandria
City Public Schools (2006-09).
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People

Washington Redskins great Dexter Manley presented the Athletes of the Month
awards Oct. 16 at the Alexandria Sportsman’s Club meeting at the Old Dominion Boat
Club. Pictured are Redskins historian and author Mike Richman, Darius Manora
(SSSA football), Stephanie Lin (BIHS girls tennis), Manley, Jaden Thrash (85lb Ameri-
can Division, Alexandria Titans Youth Football) and club president Jeff Murphy.

Former Washington Redskins defensive end Dexter
Manley and City Councilman Frank Fannon are joined by
two “Hogs” fans at the Alexandria Sportsman’s Club
Redskins Night Oct. 16.

Alexandria’s Renee
Cardone poses for a photo-
graph with Dexter Manley
following his presentation
to the Sportsman’s Club
Oct. 16.

Hog Wild Manley presents ASC
Athlete of the Month awards.

F
ormer Washington Redskins defensive end
Dexter Manley was on hand Oct. 16 to present
the Alexandria Sportsman’s Club Athlete of

the Month Awards at the Old Dominion Boat Club.
Honored for their athleticism as well as scholastic

achievements were Darius Manora, a senior football
player for St. Stephen’s and St Agnes, Bishop Ireton
freshman girls tennis player Stephanie Lin and Jaden
Thrash of the Alexandria Titans Youth Football pro-
gram.

Manley, a 1986 Pro Bowl selection nicknamed “the

Secretary of Defense,” was joined by Redskins histo-
rian and author Mike Richman for an evening of
Redskins reminiscing and food provided by Hard
Times Café.

“Dexter Manley is one of my all-time favorite play-
ers,” said Renee Cardone of the two-time Super Bowl
champion. “It is so exciting to be here and actually
meet him.”

For more information on the Alexandria
Sportsman’s Club, visit www.alexandriavasports.org.

— Jeanne Theismann

with advance reservations to
Christine Ballance at 703-845-5017.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 31
Alexandria Commission for

Women - Executive Committee.
8 a.m. Caboose Café, 2419 Mt.

offer a two-year certification, a
choice of free digital or affordable
print materials, and digital
refreshers. Classes range from $70-
$110 and will be held Monday
through Saturday, dependent upon
the participant’s choice. Advance
registration is required. To register
for a class or find another class in the
area, call 1-800-RED-CROSS.

Bulletin Board
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From Page 32 Vernon Avenue. Contact  Lisa Baker,
703-746-5030.

NOV. 1-30
Training Courses. The American Red

Cross in the National Capital Region
will host training courses in CPR,
First Aid, and AED in the Alexandria
and Fort Belvoir offices. These classes
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