
McLean Connection  ❖  Children’s Connection  ❖  2012 - 2013  ❖  1www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

McLeanMcLean

 online at www.connectionnewspapers.com
December 26, 2012 – January 1, 2013

By Stella Neirman, second
grade, Haycock Elementary

ChildrenChildren’s Connection 2012s Connection 2012Children’s Connection 2012



2  ❖  McLean Connection  ❖  Children’s Connection  ❖  2012 - 2013 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

SOTD is a non-profit tax exempt educational organization which does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, gender or national origin.

32 Years…serving Great Falls…
and the home of Great Falls Dance Theatre

For Tots: TWINKLETOES and PRE-BALLET...
For Children: BALLET…JAZZ…TAP…

For Youth-Teens: BALLET…POINTE…JAZZ…TAP…MODERN...

The School of Theatrical DanceThe School of Theatrical Dance

760A Walker Road, Great Falls, VA
(In the Village Center above the Old Brogue)

See our Web site: www.theatricaldance.com

For more information, please contact us at 703-759-5652 or e-mail: tdance.inc@verizon.net

Director, Theresa D’Alessandro

The Dancers of The Great Falls Dance Theatre truly captured the
joyous spirit of the season with their exuberant performance of

Christmas Eve at the Nutcracker Club. Congratulations, Dancers!

Photography by
Tuan Pham
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Family Ritual, by Margaret K., eighth grade, Longfellow Middle.

Welcome
Dear Readers:

T
his week, the McLean Connection
turns over its pages to the youth
and students.  We asked principals

and teachers from area schools to encour-
age students to contribute their words, pic-
tures and photos for our annual Children’s
Issue.

The response, as always, was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2013 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s Connection.

Please keep us in mind as your children
continue to create spectacular works of art
and inspiring pieces of writing in the com-
ing year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Con-
nection welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly
schools pages.

Our preferred method for material is e-
mail, which should be sent to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9414 with any questions.

Editor Kemal Kurspahic

By Kate Moore, third grade, Spring Hill Elementary.

By Elaine Li, 8,
third grade,
Churchill Road
Elementary.

Magical Birth,
by Victoria Cho
of  Great Falls,
12, seventh
grade, Cooper
Middle School.

By Isabella
Cai, first

grade,
Haycock

Elementary.
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Rain Garden, by A. Dejesus, eighth grade,
Longfellow Middle.

Still Life, by Abigail F., eighth grade,
Longfellow Middle.

Family Ritual, by
Anna L., eighth grade,
Longfellow Middle.

Fantastic
Transport, by

Jaewon C.,
eighth grade,

Longfellow
Middle.

Doodle drawing, by Laura J., eighth grade,
Longfellow Middle.

Doodle drawing, by Linda D., seventh
grade, Longfellow Middle.

Longfellow

Middle Art

Gallery

Rain Garden, by Caitlin N., seventh grade,
Longfellow Middle.

Knowing
By Alexander Kao-Sowa

 Haycock Elementary

“Knowing is half the battle,” they say.
But what if you do without knowing?
Would that be the other half?
If you do but you do not know,
would that be as important as knowing?
For every half of knowing, there is a half of doing.
But people say,
in their own way,
that knowing is better than doing.

Deceiving Amounts
We think that we have so much,
so many things in life.
We believe our money will never run out,
how one thousand is a lot.
But every day,
people find out
how much things cost.

Computers
Sleek and new,
they come in many a different hue.
There are Macs and Dells and Acers,
all three are our very top placers.
Computers are the centers of our lives,
you can trust them, and don’t be surprised
if you find something new!
If we had no computers, what would we do?

Lonely
Our race, the humans,
have been lonely long enough.
With no one to guide us,
no one but ourselves,
on the blue sphere we call home.
The cosmos,
the universe,
all waiting to be discovered.

Pebbles on a Riverbank
The pebbles,
worn and weathered,
lie by the river,
dully shining in the moonlight.
You may kick them aside,
not care for them,
scorn them,
but remember,
they were once mighty mountains,
the grandfathers of our world.

On the Couch
I was sitting on the couch,
content to stay where I was.
But then,
as I doze,
I think,
What could I be missing?

Children’s Connection 2012
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New classes starting
in January!

Call to reserve a free trial class.

Shake    Rock    Giggle    Play
Classes in

Centreville • South Riding
Herndon • Reston

McLean • Kentlands

www.littlehands.com
703-631-2046

OFF-SEASON
PRICING

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠
$24.99/cu. yd.

FR
EE

 Fi
ll Bulk Mulch,

Playground Chips
& Organic Compost

25%
OFF

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

25%
OFF

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

25%
OFF

Trees,
Shrubs &
Perennials

25%
OFF
35%
OFF

FREE
Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates
•Patios•Walls•Walkways
•Paver Driveways
•RR Timber Retaining Walls

FREE
Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates
•Patios•Walls•Walkways
•Paver Driveways
•RR Timber Retaining Walls

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s Biggest Selection

30% OFF Japanese Maples
or Buy 1 Get 1 Free*

*Off regular price

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s Biggest Selection

30% OFF Japanese Maples
or Buy 1 Get 1 Free*

*Off regular price

Arborvitae,
Camelias,

Azaleas and
Shade Trees

Select Hollies

Cleveland Pears
50% Off

132 Branch Road, S.E. • Vienna, VA
Visit www.maplewoodgrill.com for Specials

Maplewood Grill

Live Entertainment
Mon thru Sat

 703-281-0070

Serving Our Neighbors and Friends for Over 27 Years

Join Us for
New Year’s Eve!
   Live Entertainment from

            8:00 pm into the New Year.
           See Web Site for Menu.

Brunch
Every

Sunday

Children’s Connection 2012

By Sophia Lee, second grade, Churchill
Road Elementary. By Cate Murray, second grade, Churchill

Road Elementary.

By Maddy Rubin, 10,
fifth grade, Churchill
Road Elementary.

By Isabel Zhang, 10, fifth grade, Churchill
Road Elementary.

By Zoe Gomez, 10, fifth grade, Churchill
Road Elementary.

Churchill Road Little Gallery

Follow us on

Mary Kimm, Publisher
@MaryKimm

Connection News Desk
@FollowFairfax

Michael Lee Pope, Reporter
@MichaelLeePope

Alex McVeigh, Reporter
@AMcVeighConnect

Victoria Ross, Reporter
@ConnectVictoria

Jeanne Theismann, Reporter
@TheismannMedia

Jon Roetman, Reporter
@jonroetman
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Please call Kathy Shea if you are interested in joining our team in Great Falls at 703-636-4980.
774-A Walker Road, Great Falls, VA 22066

From Our Family to Yours, Wishing You Happy Holidays!
We are so proud to be part of the Great Falls Community!

Anne Marie Charaoui
703-597-6350

Bob Nelson
703-999-5812

Glynis Canto
703-395-2355

Hayley Sterling
571-334-7992

Kathy Shea
703-795-3946

Kevin Canto
703-338-9416

Nacer Benzekri
202-341-9271

Robyn Carton
703-622-0004

Ryan Donovan
301-717-6519

Tim Anderson
703-927-2121

Vivian Lyons & Deborah McGuire
703-406-9009

Tim Heil
703-307-7177

Kelly Putz
703-961-8663

Sonya Dervenis
703-963-4771

Sheri Daniel
703 489-2656

Greg Gibbs
571-278-1852

Alison Sherman
301-221-6069

David Donaldson
703-673-2811

Tom Fadden
703-629-0363

Beth Dadisman
703-577-1144

Jean Scheib
703-862-2337

Our Market Center’s total sold is $628,093,959 year-to-date with 992 transactions!
Our clients are always #1, so please call us to take care of all your Real Estate needs!

It is our pleasure to serve you!
~ Thanks for helping us support Our Military Kids, Lift Me Up and Share Food Bank! ~
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Be a part of our
Wellbeing pages,
the first week of
every month.

Delight in our
HomeLifeStyle
sections, the
second week of
every month.
Peek at the top
real estate sales,
glimpse over-the-
top remodeling
projects, get prac-
tical suggestions
for your home.

Celebrate
students, camps,
schools,
enrichment
programs,
colleges and
more in our
A-plus:
Education,
Learning, Fun
pages, the third
week of every
month.

Questions? E-mail
sales@connection
newspapers.com
or call
703-778-9431

Children’s Connection 2012

Spring Hill

Elementary

Art Gallery

By Anna Nguyen, sixth grade.

By
Sydney
Luttazi,
sixth
grade.

By Michael Mealey, fourth grade. By Bedirham Akin, sixth grade.
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Reston Facial Plastics
Suzanne Kim Doud Galli, MD PhD FACS

Call us today at 703-787-0199 to schedule your consultation.

CoolSculpting® and the CoolSculpting® logo are registered trademarks of ZELTIQ Aesthetics, Inc.
The “snowflake” mark is a trademark of ZELTIQ Aesthetics, Inc. Copyright © 2012, ZELTQ

Aesthetics, Inc. Results vary. Consult your physician. IC0554-B

tutorme@aspireacademiccoaching.com
703-624-2937 • www.aspireacademiccoaching.com

Aspire Academic Coaching offers experienced, well-
qualified and friendly tutors to make a positive difference
for students in their Math, Science and Statistics classes.

We love tutoring AP-level classes.
Discounts for families with a deployed parent.

Children’s Connection 2012

Rite of Passage
By Fiona Do, 14,

McLean High/ninth grade

Different stages of a person’s life
marking the special events and occasions,
celebrating the goals that have yet to be strived for.
Life goes on as seasons do,
from birth to death
one has to endeavor many complications along the way.
Won’t say it is easy to handle,
won’t say it will never end,
because serendipity seldom is present
in a world that is seen as indignant.
Sometimes sadness swallows us,
engulfs us until we asphyxiate,
Feeling like the whole world has turned on us.
That’s when faith and hope starts to take place.
It really is a magical thing,
there is no other word to describe it.
Hope is not something that one can easily believe in
in a matter of time.
One can only wait and be taken onto a journey that awaits them,
patience takes skill and time.
We all say what we plan to do for the future,
but are we really meant to saunter through those paths of life?
No one will know for sure,
until they encounter the passage of life.
Fall in love,
shed some tears for the broken heart,
yearn for happiness
when feeling depressed.
Yearn for tranquility,
banish those troubles that seem to never end.
Yearn for inspiration
that will spark a new bright fire.

Rain Garden, by Audrey P., eighth
grade, Longfellow Middle.
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Call for reservations
703-790-5164

Cocktails
Major Credit Cards

6627 Old Dominion Drive • McLean, VA
McLean Square Mall

A Real
French Bistro
in the Heart
of McLean
Since 1981

Open for Christmas Eve
and New Year’s Eve

See us at www.cafetatti.com

“EXQUISITE THAI CUISINE”

Open Daily: Mon – Sun

11964 Market Street (Reston Town Center)
Reston • 703-435-4188

8142 Watson St. (Tysons) McLean • 703-356-2288

Photo by Kenneth M. Wyner

✭✭✭ –Condé Nast Traveler
“50 Best” –Washington Post
“…Would be equally hip in Paris, Bangkok or SoHo.”

–The New York Times March, 1998

JOIN US FOR NEW YEAR'S EVE!
Offering Chef’s Special

as well as our full daily menu
Complimentary champagne

OPEN TILL 11:00 P.M.

www.busara.com

NEWS INTERNS
Educational opportunity to work
with award-winning editors on
local news coverage, including
politics, elections, community
events, local insiders’ guides,
news feature writing, website and
online news management and
more. Internships require a com-
mitment of at least six weeks, 16-
40 hours a week. Please e-mail a
statement of interest and a
resume to cbryan@connection
newspapers.com

Children’s Connection 2012

Haycock Gallery

Artwork from Haycock
Elementary students.

By Elliot
Thames,

kindergarten,
Haycock

Elementary.

By Livia Lampal, fourth grade, Haycock
Elementary.

By Odessa Zhang, first grade, Haycock
Elementary.

By Audrey
Morse, sixth
grade, Haycock
Elementary.
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Winter Holiday
During the winter break I do a lot of activities.

But there are two special holidays I celebrate. They
are Christmas and New Year’s Eve. I’m going to
tell you some events that I do during these holi-
days.

During Christmas I would first go to a farm and
cut down a tree with my family. When we go to
the farm we would have a blast and we have been
going for 11 years. But my mom and dad have
been going for 20 years. Another thing we do is
decorate the tree. We have three boxes of orna-
ments and we put them all on the tree. For the
start, we all take turns to put it on the top of the
tree. Another thing we do is make a Christmas wish
list. Our Papou will call and ask us what we want
for Christmas in his Santa voice. The last thing we
do is go to church on Christmas Eve and then to
our friends’ Christmas party and we always have
a great time. The best part of all is Christmas morn-
ing when my family gets to open all of their pre-
sents.

During New Year’s Eve my family goes to our
friends house except last year we stayed at my
house. We have so much fun being with our friends.
I have always thought it was cool to watch the
ball drop. The best part is that we get to stay up
until like 2 in the morning. But we always get spar-
kling apple cider that isn’t that good.

So these holidays in winter break are amazing
because I get to spend a lot of time with my family
and friends. So overall these two holidays are awe-
some. I can’t wait until next year!

—Dillon Kaldes, sixth grade,

Churchill Road Elementary

Neighborhood Friends, crayon, by Jackson
Baldrate, second grade, Chesterbrook
Elementary.
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Heidi Herbst, DDS
Howard Mitnick, DDS

Nooshin Monajemy, DDS

Sterling, VA

703-444-3710
www.sterlingvasmiles.com

•Bleaching   •Special Needs Patients
•Nitrous Oxide   •Cosmetic Restorations 
•Wi-Fi Available   •IV Sedation Available

Pediatric & General
Dentistry

Gentle Touch Dental Care
For Over 20 Years!

Children enjoy our
entertainment

center when
they have their

check-up.
LASER procedure

available for children!
Some fillings done without novocaine!

Bi-Monthly
Drawing for

No-Cavity-Club
Winner

What makes a good friend?
A good friend will always stand by your side. They will never

purposely do anything to hurt you or make you feel bad. You
can know that you are a good friend if you think about the way
you treat people. Have you ever embarrassed someone on
purpose or talked meanly about them behind their back? Do you
keep their secrets?

Another major trait of a good friend is loyalty. A good friend
will also help you if you need it. They won’t watch you fail, they
will save you from failure, or fail with you. They don’t just have
those days where they just stop talking to you or just start
making fun of you. They won’t suddenly ignore you or shoot
down all of your ideas. A good friend will stay by you, and not
let you fall.

— Hannah Curtis,

McLean, 12, seventh grade, Cooper Middle

Many things can make a good friend. I think that a friend is
someone who you can trust and believe without consideration. A
good friend is someone who won’t let you down and isn’t afraid
to be themselves. They strive to stick with you and do the right
thing. They keep your secrets and don’t go behind your back.
They try to always have your back and would stick up for you in
an instant. But even so, they realize they aren’t perfect and don’t
expect themselves or you to be either. They know how to accept
a loss and comfort you without hesitation. They try to stay
friends and try to not take friendships for granted. They realize
that even if you or they don’t live up to their expectations that it
is okay. Any of these qualities make up a good friend, but we
know that nobody has all of them because we are only human
and we aren’t perfect in every way. We all have flaws but we still
try in other ways. This is what makes a good friend.

— Tim Fahlgren,

Great Falls, 13, seventh grade, Cooper Middle

A good friend is someone who helps you and keeps you
captivated. They are uplifting and understanding when you need
them to be. A good friend can keep you laughing when there’s
nothing to laugh about. A good friend is someone who under-
stands you when nobody else does. They are honest and never
talk behind your back. They care about you and how you’re
feeling. A good friend doesn’t have to explain something twice.
You can read each other without words. A good friend doesn’t
care whether or not you’re embarrassing them. They look at it in
your perspective. As Atticus Finch says, “You never really
understand a person until you consider things from his point of
view—until you climb into his skin and walk around in it.”
That’s what a good friend does. Friends will always be there for
each other, no matter the situation.

— Isabella Clapp,

12, Great Falls, seventh grade, Cooper Middle

A good friend is always there for you. All the time. A good
friend will be there for you when you are happy and when
something good happens, but a best friend is there when you’re
not always in the best mood or you’re going through a tough
time. They will hold your hand and be with you at any cost. I
have a friend, and she always manages to make me smile. At the
beginning of the long road of friendship, sometimes it is hard to
live with that person, and they can get on your nerves occasion-
ally, but once you become best friends, you learn that you
cannot live without that person. And yes we fight, but that is not
the important part. What really matters is that somehow, we
always forgive each other. My friend has been with me and has
shared all of the challenges in my life with me. When a close
family member of mine passed away, she was there. I told her to
leave me alone, but she just held my hand tighter. That is what
makes a best friend.

— Lauren Christenson,

Great Falls, 12, seventh grade, Cooper Middle

Cooper Middle

See Cooper Middle,  Page 15

Cooper Middle

Photo Gallery

Bus Ride, by Hailey McGrath of Great Falls, 13, eighth
grade.

Hidden Sun, by Eden Ferreira of McLean, 12, seventh
grade.

Berries, by Ben Hunt of McLean, 13, seventh grade.

Bloom, by Anna Sampson of Great Falls, 14, eighth grade.

String of Lights, by Jackie Prestoy of McLean, 12,
seventh grade.

Angles, by Patrick Welch of McLean, 13, seventh grade.

Dog, by Lauren Christenson of Great Falls, 12, seventh
grade.

Rocky Path, by Isabella Clapp of Great Falls, 12, seventh
grade.

Angle, by Blake Shabshab of McLean, 12, seventh grade.
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TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Visit our website
 for details!

Standard & Premium
Bath Specials!
Starting at

$4,950

From Page 12

What is the best gift
you’ve ever given?

Last year in sixth grade when I was at Great Falls Elementary
we had an event where we made gifts for less fortunate chil-
dren. We got to pick our groups, get a trike and we all got to
put it together. My group whipped out a trike pretty quickly
with no mistakes, happily smiling for the yearbook, though this
did not really put me in the giving spirit. We finished the event
by making more gifts such as scarves; in my opinion it was fun
but empty.

It was after winter break and I was on the morning an-
nouncements. I turned the time over to one of my classmates
and he showed the school a video of the kids receiving the
trikes we made for them. Right after I saw that video I felt that
we had made a big difference. Even though it was after the
holidays I still felt in the giving mood.  I noticed how happy the
kids were and made me feel like we made a difference. Even
though these kids were not our family we still brought joy to
their lives.

— Benjamin Johnson,

Great Falls, seventh grade, Cooper Middle

The Best Thing Ever
The best thing that ever happened to me was in the summer

before eighth grade. Our swim team was having an incredible
season, we were undefeated with one more meet left, and the
team we were facing was undefeated too. It was not a good day
for a meet; it was cold and rainy, the officials actually consid-
ered stopping the meet and doing it on a different day. Nobody
was swimming their best times, and when the relays came
around we needed to win more than half of them to win the
meet. When my relay was up we needed to win two more.  I
was the last person in our relay; we had the lead, but not by
very much when I was up, and the guy I was swimming against
looked pretty fast. I swam as fast as I could and on my last
stroke I reached as far as I could and I also looked at the lane
next to me where he was swimming and saw I beat him. Then I
saw the time boards and it was official, we won the race. Then
when we finally won everyone went crazy because we were the
champions!

—Duncan Proxmire,

McLean, 14, eighth grade, Cooper Middle

Lighthouse on Shore, by Abigail Paredes of Great Falls, 10, Lowes Island Elementary in
Sterling.

Cooper Middle

Langley High

A Hike From Winter to Spring
By Katherine Rohloff, 16,

 Langley High /tenth grade

Until I heard the crisp sound of a waterfall
flowing around the next bend in the trail

I approached it and felt a sudden urge to
jump in

“Splash!”
The water shot up around me—raining down

like glassy crystals
I dove beneath the surface and floated on my

back just inches from the bottom
I gazed up at the rippling surface and saw the

diffracted rays of sun shining down upon my
face

I swam back up to the surface and grabbed a
strong pointed rock

I got up, my clothes trickling icy water
I looked around and saw iridescent flowers
And a brilliantly blue sky
This could only mean one thing
The assurance of a beautiful spring

The wind whispered in my ear as the long
swaying grasses gently tickled my fingertips

I gazed up at the grayish blue sky dotted with
puffy clouds promising snow

The spicy scent of the mountain air deliciously
engulfed me

I breathed it in, taking in the crisp piney taste
I continued walking in the meadow heading

towards the dark line of the horizon overhead
The first flakes of snow floated down from the

clouds into dusty layers
The crunching of my footsteps was all that

could be heard
And the occasional red flash of feathers was

my only company
I found a soft dirt path and followed it along

the edge of the mountain—gradually descend-
ing along the twisting unknown
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By Lina Al-Atrash of McLean, 9, fourth grade, Churchill
Road Elementary School.

One Big Fat Melting Pot
By Annie Lu, 12, McLean

Longfellow Middle

Most girls love going to the mall
and buying stuff. Consequently, so
do I. But after a few trips to Tysons
Corner Mall, I began to notice an
interesting trend. On the walls,
catalogues and other propaganda
of clothing stores, there was a lack
of Asian models. Being Asian my-
self, I found this a bit disturbing.

Standard Western beauty for
women includes a tall, skinny fig-
ure, flawless skin and large eyes.
Stereotypes are the gorgeous
blonde beach girl and the pretty,
seductive brunette. That usually
makes it hard for women to “meet”
those standards. But the scale of
beauty is so wide, you might be
considered beautiful in one coun-
try and ugly in another. So just
because you’re an Asian living in
America you’re not beautiful?

At the root of it all lies the me-
dia. All those celebrity faces that
we consider gorgeous and talented
don’t represent America’s diverse
population. This influences what
we see in other races. Sometimes
we put people at higher or lower
positions in our society based on
prejudice and stereotypes. What’s
really troubling is that I’m seeing
this happen in my own middle
school.

People in my middle school who
are Asians often have to try harder
to fit in with the “in” group. Maybe
I don’t really know but, from what
I’ve seen, it looks like it. They dye
their hair, put on makeup and say
they’re bad at math or purposely
do badly at math in order to avoid
the general stereotype. Or in some
way, they define themselves as dif-
ferent from what the media labels
them to be.

The larger world plays a big role
in small, modern middle school
society. Asians are just one ex-
ample but what about the other
people? The Hispanics and
Latinos, Arabs, Caucasians, Afri-
can-Americans, etc.? Media re-
flects itself on the children because
things like stereotypes first start
with the faces we see and hear
about every day and work them-
selves into our minds.

You might think it doesn’t mat-
ter because we’re just in middle
school, but teens are actually
pretty impressionable, even
though we say we’re not. And af-
ter a teen observes this happen-
ing in his or her own life, it stays
with them. They look at them-
selves and others differently,
whether it’s a higher opinion or a
lower one. And sometimes they
hurt themselves.

It’s kind of hard to picture how
this idea associates with the mod-
eling industry, but if you think
harder, you’ll see this all connects.
Even though we’re all in one big,

fat melting pot, we still need to
learn how to accept different eth-
nic groups without prejudice and
media should set a better example
for children and teens.

I Watched it All
By Nadia Eugene Jo, 11,

sixth grade/Churchill Road

Elementary

I witnessed everything.
I watched it all happen.
I saw them choking him,
and I saw them kicking her.
I saw them taping “Hit me”

signs and I saw them posting ru-
mors.

I witnessed everything.
I watched it all happen.
My friends and I, we’re all too

scared—
too scared to do what’s right.
I don’t want to be targeted;
I want safety, even if I become

the bystander.
Tomorrow, I’ll go to school,
and will watch it all happen

again.

Marathon
By Nadia Eugene Jo, 11,

sixth grade/Churchill Road

Elementary

Sweat trickling down my back
Heart pumping to go forward
Hours of running and panting
Shoes wearing and tearing

No thoughts in my head
Just moving
No idea how I’m running
Just automatic
A sign catches my eyes
“1 mile to go.”
With a sigh I run faster,
hoping for it to be over.
A line pops up in my mind:
“I can do it.”
This is the time to never give up.
In the loud cheer I see the finish

line.
Each step brings me closer
as I spread my arms wider.
I break through the ribbon—
finally I made it.
In this race and also my own.

December Days
By Erica Harp, 12,

seventh grade, Longfellow Middle

The world is like a Pfeffernüsse,
candy canes cover every lane.
Gingerbread houses on every floor,
smiling faces at every door.
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To highlight your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-778-9422

DAILY EUCHARIST:
Weekdays
Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM & 8:30 AM
Saturday, 8:30 AM

SUNDAY LITURGY SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM
1:30 PM Spanish Liturgy
5312 North 10th Street
Arlington Virginia 22205
Parish Office: (703) 528-6276

PARISH WEBSITE:
www.rc.net/arlington/stann

All Are
Welcome!

Anglican
  Restoration Anglican Church...703-527-2720

Assemblies of God
  Arlington Assembly of God...703-524-1667

  Calvary Gospel Church...703-525-6636
Baptist

Arlington Baptist Church...703-979-7344
Bon Air Baptist Church...703-525-8079

  Cherrydale Baptist Church...703-525-8210
 First Baptist of Ballston...703-525-7824
McLean Baptist Church...703-356-8080

Memorial Baptist Church...703-538-7000
 Mt. Zion Baptist Church...703-979-7411

Baptist-Free Will
  Bloss Memorial Free Will

Baptist Church...703-527-7040
Brethren

Church of The Brethren...703-524-4100
Buddhist

The Vajrayogini Buddhist Center…202-331-2122
Catholic

St. Agnes Catholic Church...703-525-1166
Cathedral of St Thomas More...703-525-1300

Holy Transfiguration Melkite Greek
Catholic Church... 703-734-9566

Our Lady of Lourdes...703-684-9261
Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic

703-979-5580

St Ann Catholic Church...703-528-6276
St. Charles Catholic Church...703-527-5500

Vatican II Catholic Community
NOVA Catholic Community...703-852-7907

Church of Christ
Arlington Church of Christ...703-528-0535

Church of God – Anderson, Indiana
Church of God...703-671-6726

Christian Science
McLean - First Church of Christ,

Scientist...703-356-1391
First Church of Christ,

Scientist, Arlington...703-534-0020
Episcopal

St. Andrew Episcopal Church...703-522-1600
St. George Episcopal Church...703- 525-8286

St Johns Episcopal Church...703-671-6834
St Mary Episcopal Church...703-527-6800

St Michael S Episcopal Church...703-241-2474
St Paul Episcopal Church...703-820-2625

St Peter’s Episcopal Church...703-536-6606
St Thomas Episcopal Church...703-442-0330

Trinity Episcopal Church...703-920-7077
 Lutheran(ELCA)

Advent Lutheran Church...703-521-7010
Faith Lutheran Church...703-525-9283

German Lutheran Church...703-276-8952

Lutheran Church of The Redeemer...703-356-3346
Resurrection Lutheran Church...703-532-5991

Lutheran (Missouri Synod)
Our Savior Lutheran Church...703-892-4846

Nazarene
Arlington First Church of the Nazarene

...703-525-2516
Non-Denominational

 New Life Christian Church -
McLean Campus...571-294-8306

Celebration Center
for Spiritual Living...703-560-2030

Metaphysical
 Arlington Metaphysical Chapel...703-276-8738

Presbyterian
Arlington Presbyterian Church...

703-920-5660
Church of the Covenant...703-524-4115

Clarendon Presbyterian Church
…703-527-9513

Little Falls Presbyterian Church
…703-538-5230

Trinity Presbyterian Church...703-536-5600
Westminster Presbyterian...703-549-4766

Presbyterian Church in America
Christ Church of Arlington...703-527-0420

 Synagogues – Conservative
 Congregation Etz Hayim...

703-979-4466
Synagogues – Orthodox

   Fort Myer Minyan...703-863-4520
Chabad Lubavitch

of Alexandria-Arlington...703-370-2774
Synagogues –

Reconstructionist
Kol Ami, the Northern Virginia

Reconstructionist Community ... 571-271-8387
Unitarian Universalist

Unitarian Universalist Church
of Arlington…703-892-2565

United Methodist
Arlington United Methodist Church

...703-979-7527
Trinity United Methodist Church

of McLean...703-356-3312
Charles Wesley United Methdist...

703-356-6336
Calvary United Methdist...703-892-5185

Cherrydale United Methodist...703-527-2621
Chesterbrook United Methodist

...703-356-7100
Clarendon United Methodist...703-527-8574

Community United Methodist...703-527-1085
Mt. Olivet United Methodist...703-527-3934

Children’s Connection 2012

Letters to the President Excerpts from letters written by
Cooper Middle School students.

Dear Barack Obama,
. . . When I found out the man

responsible for 9/11 had been
found and killed because of you I
was very happy/relieved. I feel
safer now and think that your acts
towards terrorism have been great
and are exactly what you need to
do. When I first watched the 9/11
I was heartbroken and scared but
that went away when I thought
about what you have done to bring
closure to some families who lost
loved ones. I hope you keep pro-
tecting our country the way you
are and are doing anything pos-
sible to get rid of those terrorists
who want to bring harm here.

—Megan Kilduff, seventh

grader, Cooper Middle

Dear Mr. President,
America, to me, is a home, a

place to express myself and a place
of freedom. I think that America
stands for freedom. People have
the rights to practice any religion,
beliefs, etc. It is also a great place
to come and start a new life. My
vision for America’s future is a
place where people can, with some
hard work, get a well-paying job,

get along better with other coun-
tries and for anyone to be able to
afford a good education. I hope
that together we can make
America a better place to live.

My biggest concern with
America is the economy. It is get-
ting harder and harder to find jobs
and the amount of un-employed
people is increasing. I think a way
to help this is to have more prod-
ucts made in America instead of
China. This would increase the
number of jobs because we would
need workers to replace the pro-
duction we got from China. The
economy is a big concern of mine,
and I hope you will be able to do
something to make it better . . .

—Matthew Feinstein, 12,

McLean, seventh grade,

Cooper Middle

Dear Mr. President,
. . . One main thing that I as a

minor am worried about is the job
crisis. I feel like I won’t be able to
get a job and the job I do get might
not be my first choice of job. All I
ask you is to try to find ways and
industries to make more jobs. I do
realize that it is a major concern

among most Americans and that I
am just another one, but I hope you
do find a way to do this. And I know
how the saying goes, “You can’t
make everyone happy.” But I feel
that if there is one thing that
America needs help with most, it is
jobs. . . .

Yours sincerely,

—Tim Fahlgren, 12, Great

Falls, seventh grade,

Cooper Middle

Dear President Obama,
. . . Over the next four years you

will be faced with many problems
that will need to be resolved with
challenging decisions, and one of
the biggest problems is education. I
believe that everyone should get an
equal opportunity for education. No
matter where they come from or
where they live, everyone should be
able to receive a quality education
that will build a base for the future.
I also think that everyone deserves
the right to go to college no matter
their heritage or ethnic background
because all young adults in America
should be able to have the choice to
attend or not attend college. Also, I
think that universities and colleges

should not use race as a determin-
ing factor when choosing which stu-
dents to accept into their school. In
conclusion, I believe that America
should be a country that allows each
student to get an education to help
them in the future. . . .

Congratulations on winning a
second term as being president. I
believe that you will be a great
president and will handle these
and many other issues very well. I
wish you the best of luck over the
next four years.

Sincerely,

—Isabel Barney, 12,

McLean, seventh grade,

Cooper Middle

Dear Mr. Barack Obama,
. . . America means so much to

me because I was raised here since I
was a child. During that time my par-
ents have repeatedly told me how
lucky my sister and I are. We didn’t
need to leave our homelands to start
a new life in a new country, we didn’t
need to declare a war every time we
wanted to change our leader and we
never go a day without having food
or water. To me America means a
country where people have a say in

change and you can get whatever
you want if you try hard enough or
don’t give up. This country stands for
equality, justice, rights and much
more that I believe cannot be placed
into words. . . .

Sincerely,

—Erica Yap, 12, Great

Falls, seventh grade,

Cooper Middle

Dear Mr. President Obama,
Congratulations on getting re-

elected! My family voted for you!
American means a country of free-
dom.  It also stands for having sov-
ereignty of any belief or religion.
My vision of the ideal future of
America is a country of freeness
with a powerful economy, many
jobs available for the citizens of the
U.S, and an affordable economy
with people having a bunch of
opportunities like going to college,
having their choice of job and be-
lieving in any belief. . . .

Thank you for your time, sin-
cerely,

—Parisa Haji, 12, Great

Falls, seventh Grade,

Cooper Middle
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038 ❖ jsmithhdi@aol.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

Call today and learn how this 
time-saving extra edge can improve 

your grades while investing less time

Use my proven study techniques to improve 

results while saving time!

Dean’s List college graduate with 7 years of  

experience offers individual tutoring 

throughout Northern Virginia.

Accounting/Finance Degree. All grade levels, 

specializing in math,

English as first or second language, Spanish. 

Call Hal @

(703) 864-6616. Tutoring rate is $50/hr.

2200%%  OOff ff   ff ii rrsstt   sseessss iioonn  

wwhheenn  yyoouu  mmeenntt iioonn  tthh ii ss   aadd

102 Instruction 102 Instruction

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Administrative Asst./
Receptionist

Pediatric Office in McLean is looking for 
an Administrative Asst./Receptionist to 
work part time. Insurance Experience 

required. Please call 703-790-5390 and fax
resume to: 703-734-3823. Attention: Janice

Advertising Sales
Full time outside sales in NoVA, minimum 1
year experience in sales environment required.
Print & digital products, salary based on expe-
rience + commission + bonus & benefits.

Send resume & cover letter to:
djanis@valpakva.com

EmploymentEmployment

Freelance Reporter
To cover news plus events features

in Mount Vernon. Rewarding,
flexible work, pay is nominal.

Email letter, resume plus clips to
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com

Advertising Sales
Work part-time in and near

your home office
Enjoy commissions and flexible hours

Great opportunity for outside sales
person to work primarily in and near your
home. Use relationship selling to create and
expand community print and internet
advertising campaigns to local businesses for
Connection Newspapers, Northern
Virginia’s best-read community newspapers
and websites.

Keep productivity high and commuting
low while working close to home. After a
short training period, travel to our Old Town
Alexandria headquarters and production
facility required only once or twice a week
during off-peak traffic hours. Call 703-778-
9431 for details.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Results! Why,
man, I have
gotten a lot 
of results. 

I know several
thousand things
that won't work.

-Thomas A. Edison

Medical Receptionist/Assistant
Podiatry Practice in

Manassas, Reston, Leesburg
Full Time.

Email Resume: Rpa@restonpodiatry.net

VETERINARY RECEPTIONIST
Small animal hosp.

Great Falls. Will train.
703-757-7570 o www.ourvets.com
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:
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703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

“Let us help you Re-imagine your Home”
703.373.7278

320-B Maple Ave. East, Vienna, VA 22180

“The Best Homes are Built by US”

Design/Build
Large Additions, Second Story Additions,

Whole House Remodeling & Custom Homes.
www.ushc.info

703.919.4456
www.ReynoldsLandscapingOnline.com Licensed / Insured

Free Estimates

•No sub-contractors, or day labors.  •15 Years Designing and Installing
•The Owner is physically on your job site.  •On time and Professional.

INSTALLATION SPECIALIST WET BASEMENT / WET YARD
Water Proofing Foundations

Standing Yard Water
French Drains / Swales
Downspout Extensions

Dry River Beds

Paver & Flagstone
Patios / Walkways
Retaining Walls

Stacked Field Stone
Plants / Trees / Shrubs

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Call: 703-912-6886
Free Estimates

•Patios • Walkways
•Retaining Walls
•Landscape Makeovers

Drainage Problems

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns

Leaks Repaired
No job too small

ROOFING ROOFING

Charles Jenkins
TREE SERVICE

Seasoned Firewood
Topping, trimming, Stump Grinding

Lic. & Ins!
540-829-9917 or 540-422-9721

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

Leaf &
Tree Removal

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

What I think I feel. What I’m afraid to
think I feel. Moreover, is what I feel symp-
tomatic of what I’m afraid to feel? Is it the
cancer doing what cancer so often does:
create pain and suffering? Or is it simply an
older age than I’ve ever been: middle age,
manifesting itself with all the associated
mental, physical and emotional adjustments
that come along with living longer than you
ever have? Unfortunately, the timing of all
of it couldn’t be more problematic in my
determining whether any pain or discom-
fort I feel is symptomatic of a cancer on the
move or characteristic of an age whose
effects I’m only beginning to understand.

The underlying and complicating factor
to my constant self-assessment is that I
don’t want to think any of the physical
effects I feel are the cancer. I want to
believe they’re middle age. As a result of
this continual denial, I neglect to admit that
what I think I feel is potentially cancer-sig-
nificant and presume instead that it’s just
another day in middle-age paradise (alive
and reasonably well; not terminal) – it’s
befuddling, sort of. Am I being incredibly
stupid, stubborn and irresponsible with
respect to not acknowledging certain symp-
toms that might be e-mail-worthy to my
oncologist or, have I found the key to living
with cancer: not making too much of
anything?

I feel this because I worry that once I
open that door, I’m likely going through to
the other side – and likely not coming back.
As my father jokingly asserted about his car:
“If I don’t take it to the dealership, they
can’t find anything wrong with it.” The
related advisory concerning life and health
that I’ve often heard is: once you’re admit-
ted to the hospital, you’re not coming out –
alive. It’s a slippery slope between the fear
and loathing (with attribution to Hunter S.
Thompson) of being sick and lying in a hos-
pital bed versus what the medical profes-
sionals don’t know not being able to hurt
me. (I know, I might as well be Judy
Garland in “The Wizard of Oz” clicking my
heels together three times: I don’t have
cancer. I don’t have cancer. I don’t have
cancer.)

But the fact that I’m still alive and not
just beating the life-expectancy odds I was
given, but smashing them to smithereens, is
a kind of reinforcer to “what I feel” and
“what I’m afraid to think I feel.” Having sur-
vived for as long as I have might just be
blind luck or inherited DNA doing what I
had no reason or expectation to believe it
could: enable me to survive the stage IV
non-small cell lung cancer with which I was
originally diagnosed and live beyond the
“13-month to two-year prognosis” that
went along with it. Or, however, why ever
I’m doing what I’m doing, or not doing
what I’m not doing or not admitting what is
likely symptomatic – or not; all this confu-
sion, juxtaposing and double-negative
rationalizing might somehow make a
positive.

I realize this haphazard approach is
hardly a strategy, but perhaps it is and has
been so far, a means not to my end. And
considering that I haven’t reached that end
as yet, maybe the means are justified? No
one knows for sure, and that’s what I’m
counting on. It’s too late to stop now; heck,
why would I? See you next week.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

What Am I
Thinking?

I'am a slow walker, 
but I never walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com
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Marshall High Art Gallery

Artwork from Marshall High students submitted by Nicole
Walter, Art Teacher, Fine & Performing Arts Department Chair.

By Alexandra Sandlin, 17,
12th grade, Marshall High.

By Victoria Choi, 18, 12th
grade, Marshall High.

By Pari Sheth, 17, 12th grade, Marshall
High.

Santa
By Fiona Carcani/Sixth grade

Haycock Elementary

My parents told me that Santa,
Would come and give me gifts,
But all my friends at school,
Said that Santa doesn’t exist!
So on the night of Christmas,
I went downstairs to peek.
What I saw right then and there,
Left me in awe for one whole

week,
“Ho, ho, ho!” shouted a merry

man,
As I walked down the stairs,
His mouth was completely

covered,
By an abundance of snow white

hairs,
In his hand he held a gift,
Undoubtedly for me,
And at the sight of him,
I wanted to shout with glee,
“Ho, ho, ho!” he said again,
And then he disappeared,
And I still believe in Santa,
Though everyone thinks I’m

weird,
So here’s some advice,
For you who want to know what’s

true,
Don’t listen to anyone else,
Only listen to you.

Sunrise
By Wenbo Wu/Sixth grade

Haycock ES

The world is waking:
The night is gone.
Birds hopped out of
Nests with wanted
Light.
Despite the shivering
Cold of night,
They are ready to
Take the bright
Of
Sunrise.
Colors of
Red, orange, purple, yellow, and

blue
Of hue Flash
And blend,
With a dash.
Where’s it all
Mistakes shall now mend;
The bend
Of Midnight.
The Earth turning to face
The Sun.
Morning, morning:
A new day approaches.
I’m ready!

A Letter to My
Cafeteria Lunch
Food
By Samantha Yap/Sixth grade

Haycock Elementary

Friday, Nov. 30, 2012
U R DSGUSTNG School Cafeteria,
Ewww St., 12345 VA

Dear Disgusting Lumps of UFO
(unidentified food objects)
Cafeteria Food,

Why do I have to eat you? The
teachers, the school board, and my
parents claim you are “safe to eat”
but we kids know the truth.  The
hot dogs bounce on the floor, the
milk is expired, and someone swore
they found plastic in the chicken.
And don’t get me started on the
pizza! I think the people that make
you use the same ingredient for
everything: rubber.  Plus, I’m
convinced there is a secret
conspiracy that reuses you. If you

don’t want to change your taste, at
least change your smell so that I
don’t have to wear nose clips to
school every day.  I beg you to not
taste or smell so horrible!

A Disgusted Student,
Com P. Laint

Dreams
 By Lauren Cook/Sixth grade

Haycock Elementary

I have dreams.
That one day the earth will not be

polluted.
That not one tree will be missing

from a forest.
That an angel might come to

earth and be happy about what he
sees.

That maybe, just maybe, if people
thought, these dreams might come
true.

Seasons
By Lora Zhou/Sixth grade

Haycock Elementary

A warm sun engulfs you
Lighting the air with fresh joy
Dew coats the green grass
Birds fill the air with lullaby
Sounds of laughing fill the air
Lemonade is being sold by the

dozen
The hot sun beats down on the

Earth
Beaches are filled with people
A cold breeze whips through the

air
Leaves of many colors and sizes

pile on the ground
Children are dressed in warm

coats
Squirrels are scurrying around,

waiting for winter
A white blanket of snow covers

the Earth
Snowmen are seen for miles and

miles
Mammals of all kinds are sleeping

away
While children play in the snow

Winter
By Ritika Shrivastav/Sixth

grade

Haycock Elementary

Quiet...
The cold wind
On the
Cheek
Snow falling
The land is
White
Silence...
White trees
Freezing
In the
Cool breeze
Nature
Living
Its
Life
The Perfect Christmas
Green tree
Lights
Ornaments
Delightful singing
Family...
Presents in
Stockings
Wrapped with
Bows and paper
Under tree
All around
White snow
Covering the ground,
The world
All is white
People talking, laughing
Cookies
Mugs of chocolate
What is your Christmas like?

Writing
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Chesterbrook Elementary Art Gallery

Sara Kodsi, art specialist at Chesterbrook Elementary, has submitted a selection of artwork by Chesterbrook students.

I Am Special, crayon, by
Vanessa Haubold, kinder-
garten, Chesterbrook
Elementary.

Cultural Identity, crayon,
by Izzy Small, third
grade, Chesterbrook
Elementary.

Family Helper, crayon, by
Campbell  Hughes, first
grade, Chesterbrook
Elementary.

Move It, Move It, oil pastel, by Alex Feehan, fourth grade, Chesterbrook Elementary.

Shoe Contour
Drawing, pen, by
Jake Rothenber,

fifth grade,
Chesterbrook

Elementary.

Plant Contour
Drawing, pen,
by Keiichiro
Watanabe,
sixth Grade,
Chesterbrook
Elementary.

By Yujin Kim, 10, fifth grade, Churchill Road Elementary.

By Lila Pournaras, 10, fifth grade, Churchill Road Elementary

New York
New Years

By Amanda Hirsch/sixth

grade

Churchill Road Elementary

All huddled together in an apart-
ment (13th Street East), the
Hirschs rest.

Tomorrow morning is New
Year’s Day; they were a little anx-
ious they still had so much to do
and say.

The girls saw a Broadway show
and boys enjoyed a stroll in the
snow.

Sparkly 2012 glasses were upon
our eyes and we are determined
to stay up late tonight.

My grandparents are asleep and
are missing my favorite part,
watching the ball drop.

I watched the ball drop and saw
it slow time; it’s way past my bed-
time!

The year’s beginning and end in
one night is quite a sight!

Then when all is well we disap-
pear into the snow because it’s a
long way home.

Hanukkah
By Sean Guberman/sixth

grade

Churchill Road Elementary

Hanukkah is a holiday that lasts
eight days, and the word means
dedication. It’s celebrated in my
house because I’m Jewish.

During Hanukkah we light eight
candles over eight days. Each
night we add a candle to the
menorah. We also spin the dreidel,
and if you get certain letters you
can win or lose coins. We also eat
special kinds of food like latkes
and donuts.

Hanukkah started when the
Macabees defeated the Greek and
Syrian army. The Greeks and Syr-
ians had damaged the temple. The
Jews only had enough oil to last
one day. When they came back
with more oil, the original oil
lasted eight days. Since then, most
Jewish families light a gold
menorah, spin dreidels and eat
Jewish food.

As you can see on Hanukkah we
do a lot of traditions that are Jew-
ish. I hope you understand Hanuk-
kah and about the Jewish culture.
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Do Not Miss Our After Christmas Clearance Event
Starting December 26, 2012 – Doors Open 10:00 AM.
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