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Moving Sale!
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Skip Coston, chairman,
Flint Hill School Board of
Trustees; Society Curator
Judith Shoemaker; Flint
Hill School Headmaster
John Thomas; British Royal
Marine Major Simon
Tucker, representing British
Embassy and president of
the Ferguson-Warren Society; and Jerry Jasper,
presenting Colonel Alan
Ferguson-Warren’s regimental dagger to Flint Hill
School on Friday, Jan. 18.

Cutting the ribbon on the new Express Connector
Service, from left, Christin Wegener, planning operations manager, Fairfax Connector, County Board
Chair Sharon Bulova, Supervisors John Cook (RBraddock) and Pat Herrity (R- Springfield), VRE CEO
Doug Allen, FCDOT Director Tom Biesadny.

Photo by
Donna Manz/
The Connection

Flint Hill Honors War Hero
Regimental dagger of
Col. Alan Ferguson-Warren
presented to school.
By Donna Manz
The Connection

ol. Alan Ferguson-Warren’s English students at Flint Hill School recognized
their teacher’s immensely huge presence,
distinguished bearing and larger-thanlife personality. To many, he was the best teacher
they ever had. To others, he was “Flint Hill’s Mr.
Chips.”
His students knew that Col. Warren had been a
Royal Marine commando during World War II, and
that he had become a Japanese prisoner of war following the fall of Singapore in 1942. He was known
to have been a part of the building of the bridge on
the river Kwai. During class, he occasionally incorporated wartime stories to elucidate a point, from
vocabulary to duty and courage.
His students “idolized” him, said Jerry Jasper, president of Flint Hill School’s newly-founded FergusonWarren Society, dedicated to preserving the legacy
of Col. Alan George Ferguson-Warren.
“We loved the twinkle in his eye,” Jasper said. “He
was stern, very British in bearing, but had a twinkle
in his eye.”
What his students did now know, however, is that
Col. Ferguson-Warren was a war hero who saved
thousands of lives in Europe and Asia, that he served
as head of operations for Britain’s Special Operation
Executive (SOE) in Singapore, that he selflessly led
British troops in Sumatra, risking his own life. His
own regiment awarded him a ceremonial dagger in
1947 in recognition of his heroics and commitment.
“When you were around Colonel Warren, you got
the feeling that you were in the presence of an immense personality and huge moral authority,” said
Jasper, who studied under Warren from 1957 to
1961. “We all knew there was something extraordinary about this man.”

C

FERGUSON-WARREN RETIRED from the Royal
Marines in 1950 after a 32-year career, and moved
to the United States, joining the faculty of a new
private school in Oakton, Flint Hill. He headed Flint
Hill’s English department from 1954 to 1974, when
he retired for health reasons. Throughout his tenure
at Flint Hill, Ferguson-Warren was a beloved teacher,
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

a role model and motivator. But most of all, his former
students say, he loved them.
“He was, next to my father, the most influential
person in my life,” said Ferguson-Warren Society
board member and curator Judith Shoemaker, a
Ferguson-Warren student in the late 1960s and early
1970s.
Upon retiring from Flint Hill, Warren returned to
England and died there on Christmas Day, 1975.
After Ferguson-Warren left the school, students
commissioned a stone and bronze garden memorial
to him at the school. The inscription on the monument reads, “Brave and compassionate soldier, dedicated and luminary teacher.”
Col. Alan George Ferguson-Warren was honored
by Flint Hill School on the school’s Founders Day on
Jan. 18. The dagger that Ferguson-Warren carried to
Washington and home again to England was presented to Flint Hill in the kind of arc that intrigue
authors write about.
As head of operations for Britain’s Special Operation Executive (SOE) in Singapore, he created an
escape route for troops fleeing Singapore, saving
thousands of soldiers, sailors, and civilians from capture by Japanese forces in 1942.
Later on, in Padang, Sumatra, with the Japanese
Imperial Army closing in on him, Ferguson-Warren
gave his seat, the remaining one, on an SOE escape
boat to a young artillery captain, Geoffrey RowleyConwy.
Rowley-Conwy escaped to Ceylon, and after the
war became titled as Lord Langford of Bodrhyddan,
a Welsh baron.
In 1974, when Ferguson-Warren returned to England, Lord Langford invited Ferguson-Warren, then
gravely ill, to visit him in Wales. The two former Royal
Marines developed a close friendship, and after
Ferguson-Warren’s death, Lord Langford was bequeathed the commando dagger given to FergusonWarren by his regiment, 42 Commando, in 1947.
In summer of 2012, the Ferguson-Warren Society
contacted Warren biographer Ian Skidmore.
SKIDMORE EXPRESSED interest in learning more
about the colonel. Skidmore contacted Langford, 101
years old in February. Upon hearing of Flint Hill
School’s interest in Colonel Ferguson-Warren, Lord
Langford sent the 42 Commando presentation dagger to Flint Hill in Colonel Warren’s memory.
Present at the dagger presentation ceremony were
students who flew in for the occasion and a representative of the British Embassy, Royal Marine Major Simon Tucker of Vienna.

Express Buses From
Burke to Tysons
Fairfax County launches Express
Connector Bus Service.
THE SCHEDULE

Andrea Worker
The Connection

ith the expansion of
Tysons
Corner
firmly underway,
Fairfax County Department of
Transportation (FCDOT) is getting
ahead of the commuting curve with
the launch of its new Express Connector bus service utilizing the recently opened 495 Express Lanes
to carry commuters from Burke to
Tysons Corner. The service is the
first in the county to use the express lanes, and the first public
transportation offered between the
two locations.
There were local officials,
public and press on hand at the
ribbon-cutting ceremony and
inaugural bus ride on Saturday
morning, Jan. 12, at the Burke
Centre VRE station, where the
service will originate week-day
mornings. Fairfax County Board
of Supervisors Chairman
Sharon Bulova handled the scissors, assisted by Supervisors
John Cook (R- Braddock) and
Pat Herrity (R- Springfield),
FCDOT Director Tom Biesiadny
and VRE CEO Doug Allen.
“This is exciting stuff,” said
Bulova. “It’s a marriage between
the VRE (Virginia Railway Express) and our Fairfax Connector
system, working with VDOT and
the Express Lanes. People have to
pay tolls to use those lanes,”
Bulova reminded. “It’s a tremendous opportunity for commuters,
shoppers and business people.”
“In survey after survey, the
number one reason people say
they take public transportation
is for a time efficient commute,”
said Herrity. “This route pro-

W

❖ Mornings departing from Burke
VRE station, 10399 Premier
Court, 6:30 to 9 a.m.
❖ Midday from Tysons to Burke VRE
station, 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
For more information, go to
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
connector/routes/expresslanes.

vides just that.” Cook added,
“Giving people more choices
ultimately makes everyone’s living experience here in central
Fairfax County better.”
After the speeches and the
acknowledgements of the efforts
behind the scenes, it was time
to get on board the brand new
bus and experience the trip. Obviously, traffic patterns on Saturday morning differ from the
weekday commute. FCDOT Director Biesiadny says the average trip should normally run
about 40 minutes one way.
There are four different routes.
Routes G and J are basically mirror images of each other, covering the major employers in the
Tysons area and giving commuters a choice of directions depending on where they want to
disembark. Route F is the longest, covering the largest portion
of area. “M route is the one for
you if you are heading to Tysons
for the shopping,” said Christin
Wegener, manager of Operations
Planning and Customer Service
with Fairfax Connector.
As an introduction to the commuting public, FCDOT is offering
the service for free for the first two
weeks. Starting Jan. 26, a one-way
fare will cost $3.65 with a SmarTrip
card, or $4 cash. Additional routes
are scheduled to begin service to
Tysons in March from the Lorton
VRE station and from the new
Saratoga Park and Ride.
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A Family Made Whole
Photo courtesy of Joan Brady

After a tragic loss,
Reston couple
creates a family
through adoption.
By Victoria Ross
The Connection
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he Granvilles look like
a made-for-TV family.
On a bright October
afternoon, Chris, a computer engineer, is teasing his teenage
son Kenny about what kind of pet to
adopt, while Tiffany sits on a sofa, cradling Elijah, Kenny’s baby brother, who
has just woken up from an afternoon
nap.
“Fish? No way,” Kenny, 15, says.
“They just go ‘round and ‘round in a
bowl.”
Kenny is lobbying hard for a dog A Granville family portrait, taken in February, 2012.
or—at the very least—a guinea pig or (From left) Kenny; Tiffany holding baby brother
hamster.
Elijah; Chris Granville.
“What I’m saying is you start with
the fish, okay, and then you move up to guinea pig
“I got a phone call about 3 p.m. The director said
or something else,” Chris says.
she needed to meet us at Reston hospital. She
“Can you tell we’ve been talking about this for just wouldn’t give me any other information,” Tiffany
a little while?” Tiffany asks a visitor, rolling her eyes recalled, pausing. “Jamison was 10 months and 24
in mock exasperation.
days old…”
It’s quickly apparent the Granvilles are a close-knit
Chris said he got a message from a detective. “He
family who like spending time together.
said to call this doctor, and the doctor said you have
What is not so apparent is how this family came to to stop whatever you’re doing and get here,” Chris
be, and why an ordinary Sunday afternoon laughing said. “I didn’t know what was happening.”
with two children is a minor miracle for the
“I can’t tell you how I got from my desk on the
Granvilles.
sixth floor to my car,” Tiffany said. “When I got there,
Chris and Tiffany, both in their 30s, were married doctors were working on him, but I could tell he
in New York City on Christmas Eve, 2007. One of wasn’t there anymore. . . . You feel like you’re in a
three children, Chris was raised in Queens. Both were movie, or a dream. You get through it, but you’re not
very close to their parents and grandparents, whom there.”
they credit for inspiring their Christian faith.
Tiffany said the pain of losing Jamison was almost
unbearable, and even her strong faith in God could
IN FEBRUARY 2008, the couple moved to Reston, not keep her from waking up some mornings and
where they both had demanding careers as computer thinking there was nothing left to live for. “I have to
engineers. They also found out that same month that be honest; there were days I did not want to be here.”
Tiffany was pregnant.
But it was the couple’s strong faith in God kept
“We were like ‘wow.’ We just got married, and now that kept them moving forward.
we’re going to have baby. We were living the dream,”
“We became more involved in our church, but at
Chris said.
that point, it’s just a day-by-day existence,” Chris said.
Jamison Granville was born on Oct. 23, 2008. He Tiffany said she drew strength from her grandmother,
was a healthy 8.6 pound baby, and the light of his who had also lost her firstborn son. Her grandmother
parent’s life. When Chris’s mother was diagnosed went on give birth to eight children, and adopted
with aggressive kidney cancer that spring, Jamison two more.
kept a smile on his grandmother’s face as she went
“I pulled from her strength. I thought to myself,
through grueling chemotherapy sessions.
this woman from Louisiana, with an eighth-grade
“He was my mother’s first grandchild. She and education, through all this adversity, she was able to
Jamison were tied at the hip,” Chris said.
overcome it in a time when things were horrible for
When Chris’s mother died on July 4, 2009, both black folks,” Tiffany said. “I remember what a loving
Chris and Tiffany were devastated by the loss, but and patient person she was . . . I started to think
they took comfort in Jamison’s smile, their large net- about everybody I had here . . . I thought we all have
work of friends and family and their faith.
to leave one day, so you have to make a positive imLike many working parents, the Granvilles had pact while you’re here. We did not want what hapcarefully researched and selected a day care center pened to us to define us.”
for their child. It wasn’t unusual to get a call from
staff at the center if Jamison was sick, or if other THE COUPLE, who had always talked about adoptminor issues cropped up.
ing a child, had maintained friendships with other
But on Sept. 16, 2009, Tiffany received a call from couples who were foster parents, and they decided
the center’s director. She said she sensed something
See Power, Page 10
was wrong immediately.

Beverly Howard

Fairfax Families4Kids
Fostering bonds
with children.
By Victoria Ross
The Connection

ationwide, more than
463,000 children live
in foster care. In
many states, including Virginia,
the number of foster youth has
tripled in the last 25 years. As
of Sept. 30, 2011, nearly 5,000
youth were in foster care in Virginia, according to the Administration for Children and Families (ACF), a division of the U.S.
Health and Human Services Department. Physical abuse is the
most common reason children
enter foster care, but it’s not the
only reason. Often there’s emotional abuse, sexual abuse and
the parent or caretaker’s inability to provide a safe environment due to substance abuse.
The prospects for youth who
age-out (or “emancipate”) from
foster care are bleak, according
to the ACF. More than half of
the children who age-out of foster care end up “couch-surfing,”
and essentially homeless. In a
2009 ACF report:
❖ Less than 3 percent go to
college;
❖ 51 percent are unemployed;
❖ Emancipated females are
four times more likely to receive
public assistance than the general population;
❖ In any given year, foster
children compromise less than
0.3 percent of the state’s population, and yet 40 percent of
persons living in homeless shelters are former foster children.
A similarly disproportionate

N

percentage of the nation’s
prison population comprises
former foster youth.
In 2005, Fairfax County
launched a program called
FairfaxFamilies4Kids, which actively seeks mentors to connect
with older children in foster
care, those most at-risk for
homelessness. Beverly Howard,
the program’s coordinator,
agreed to a Q&A interview. To
find out more about the Fairfax
Families4Kids program or becoming a volunteer or mentor,
contact Beverly Howard, Ph.D.,
coordinator of the Fairfax
Families4Kids Program at 703324-7518.
Q: Tell us a little bit
about the background of
the program? What niche
does it fill?
A: Fairfax Families4Kids is a
mentoring program, now
housed out of the Fairfax
County Department of Neighborhood and Community Services, which focuses on supporting older youth in foster care
(or those youth who are at risk
of re-entering foster care). The
program’s goal is for the youth
in foster care to form and maintain healthy, positive and longterm relationships with caring
adults and peers while learning
essential life, leisure and social
skills. It works to accomplish
this through group mentoring
events
and
individual
mentoring relationships. The
twice-monthly
group
mentoring events are outings in
the community where the
youth, mentors, volunteers, and
prospective adoptive families
come together in a safe, super
See Joys, Page 10
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News
Developing character,
faith and life-long learners
in the Salesian tradition

Cast and crew work together
to build the set for the Vienna
Theatre Company’s winter
product of “Proposals,”
opening at the Vienna Community Center on Friday, Jan.
25. Director Suzanne
Maloney is on right; her
father Norman Chaudet
founded the Vienna Theatre
Company in 1974.

Our Lady of
Good Counsel School
Established 1957

Photo by Harold Bonacquist

Neil Simon’s ‘Proposals’
Presented in Vienna

8601 Wolftrap Rd.
Vienna, VA 22182
703.938.3600

Come to our

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday,
January 27, 2013,
10 a.m.–1 p.m.

Vienna Theatre Company presents a light-hearted
glimpse into family relationships.
By Donna Manz
The Connection

he Vienna Theatre Company lives in
Vienna. At home in the Vienna Community Center, the community theatre
draws local thespians and artistic and
technical crew. On Jan. 25, the production company
debuts a light-hearted glimpse into multi-generational dynamics, “Proposals,” by star playwright Neil
Simon.
“I think a good story well-told is a good evening
spent,” said Director Suzanne Maloney, whose father
founded the Vienna Theatre Company. “And this is a
good story, my favorite kind of story, families working through complicated relationships.”
Maloney’s father, Norman Chaudet, taught drama
at James Madison High School and Maloney herself
graduated from George C. Marshall High School. She
says she “grew up” backstage. Her first job was while
she was in sixth grade, dressing Guinnevere for
Camelot. “I still think theatre is magic,” said Maloney.
Like Brighton Beach Memoirs and Biloxi Blues,
“Proposals” is a slice of nostalgia.

T

ON A SUMMER DAY in 1953, the Hines family
gathers at its summer home in the Poconos. Father,
daughter and housekeeper face a past that intrudes
on their futures with apprehension, trepidation, and
a bit of confusion. With young love and old love
weaving through the story line, the family’s housekeeper narrates their predicaments.
Seven of the “Proposals” cast and crew live in
Vienna, including Maloney, and, while their backgrounds differ, their affection for theatre is a common thread.
Shannon Madden moved back to Vienna after
working in film in Los Angeles. Vienna Community
Theatre provides her with an outlet to continue acting. Her character, a lead, is someone that Madden
says she learns more about each day. “I figure out
things in my character I can relate to.”
Eric Storck owns a landscape business but plays

and theatre, he said, have always been a part of his
life. It’s his creative outlet. A father of children in
Vienna-Oakton schools, Storck is currently directing
a kids’ show at Oakton Elementary.
Rachel Comer, who, along with her husband Kevin,
are working on “Proposals,” sees a connection between theatre and her field, engineering. “Theatre
backgrounds make better engineers because theatre
helps them to think outside the box,” Comer said.
Kevin Comer came along with Rachel the day she
volunteered to work with VTC but was asked to read
lines. He did and is now a cast member, while working as an engineer and on his Ph.D.
Some VTC participants, such as Tom Epps, majored
in theatre but have gone on to other professional
careers. Tom Epps, engaged in live theatre for about
50 years is one.
A business analyst by day, Epps continues to stay
involved with live theatre because, to Epps, theatre
is about “making magic. There’s a lot of problemsolving in it, too,” said Epps.
Kimberly Crago—like Madden—has an L.A. background, with both an undergraduate and master’s
degree in theatre. It was only last summer she discovered the Vienna Theatre Company. Now, she volunteers with them in different capacities. With “Proposals,” Crago is working the light board. Her dream
is to publish a play. “I would encourage kids to pursue theatre, but to have other options, too.”
The Vienna Theatre Company is sponsored by the
Town of Vienna Department of Parks and Recreation.
The company presents three shows each year in the
auditorium of the Vienna Community Center.

We have been providing a
quality Catholic education
for over 50 years...

Full Day Grades K-8
Nationally recognized
for academic excellence

Principal’s Presentation
11:00 am and 12:30 p.m.
Presentation on
Middle School 11:30 a.m.

Find out why
OLGC School is the right
choice for your children.

www.olgcschool.org

TICKETS for the Vienna Theatre Company’s production of “Proposals” are on sale at the Vienna Community Center, 120 Cherry Street SE. Tickets are $13
general admission and $11 for students and senior
citizens over the age of 65. Performances are scheduled for Jan. 25, 26 and Feb. 1, 2, 8, and 9 at 8 p.m.
and on Feb. 3 and 10, at 2 p.m. For more information, call 703-255-6360 or visit http://
www.viennava.gov/.

Volunteers Needed for Relay For Life in Vienna
The American Cancer Society Relay
For Life® is seeking volunteers in
Vienna—walkers, cancer survivors,
caregivers, community leaders, anyone
wanting to make a difference—to organize and recruit fundraising teams,
garner community support, coordinate
logistics, seek refreshments and prizes,
plan entertainment and lend a hand to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

ensure the success of the 2013 event.
The first volunteer meeting will be
held on Tuesday, Feb. 12, 6:30 p.m. at
Whole Foods Vienna, 143 Maple Avenue
East, Vienna.
The meeting will kick off the planning process for the Vienna’s Relay For
Life event, which supports the American Cancer Society’s mission of saving

lives by helping people stay well, by
helping people get well, by finding
cures and by fighting back against the
disease.
If you would like to join the Relay For
Life in Vienna as a volunteer or team
participant, call the American Cancer
Society at 703-937-1919 or visit
www.RelayForLife.org/ViennaVA.
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Expanding Medicaid Good for Virginia
Real health coverage for
an additional 400,000
people is in reach.

by an expansion of Medicaid to cover residents
who earn up to 133 percent of the poverty line,
and that expansion would be paid for almost
entirely by federal funds. But while the reform
act itself was upheld by the U.S. Supreme
Court, the court also opened a door for states
to opt out of the expansion of Medicaid.
irginia has an opportunity to expand
Virginia’s current eligibility requirements for
Medicaid in a way that could extend Medicaid are so strict that although it is the
health coverage to more than 11th largest state in terms of population and
400,000 residents who currently 7th in per capita personal income, Virginia
have no health insurance while the Federal gov- ranked 43rd in Medicaid enrollment as a proernment picks up the tab; Virginia would pay portion of the state’s population and 47th in
per capita Medicaid spending, according to a
10 percent of the additional cost after 2020.
The Medicaid expansion would give
2013 Fairfax County report.
medical insurance to 25,000-30,000
The report says that new coverage
Editorial would
extend to individuals earning
Fairfax County residents, where more
less than $15,302 per year or families
than 132,000 have none.
More than 12 percent of the slightly more earning less than $31,155 per year, low income
than 1 million people who live in the wealthi- children who lose Medicaid when they turn 19,
est county in the nation are without health and adults with disabilities not currently eliinsurance. Household income in Fairfax County gible.
It isn’t as if there were no health care costs
averages more than $122,000 a year.
In Arlington, 17 percent of adults under age for these currently uncovered residents. Right
now, they access health care when they are very
65 lack health insurance.
Under the health care reform act, many of sick by going to an emergency room, where
Virginia’s uninsured residents could be covered the hospital spreads the cost of care around.

V

But this is inefficient, expensive and unhealthy.
Expanding Medicaid coverage would allow far
less expensive preventative care and lead to
better health outcomes.
A new analysis by the Commonwealth Institute shows that expanding Medicaid to 133
percent of the poverty level would generate
state general fund savings and new revenues
that would total $2.08 billion and more than
offset the state’s share of expansion costs over
the next eight years, plus provide significant
numbers of new jobs and economic growth.
Expanding health care will add tens of thousands of new jobs. People with access to preventative and early health care use fewer sick
days and are more productive on the job as well.
From a practical perspective, declining federal money to provide healthcare to uninsured
Virginians makes no more sense than declining federal funds for transportation because
you don’t like the feds telling you to wear your
seatbelt.
From a human perspective, passing up the
chance to offer health coverage to 400,000
Virginians is inconceivable.
— Mary Kimm,
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Letters to the Editor

Getting Back to
Business
To the Editor:
Virginia is no longer “the best
state [in which] to do business.”
We lost that coveted designation
when the state leadership made
national headlines and punch lines
by focusing on their social agenda
instead of our dwindling transportation resources. If we continue to
neglect the problem, our transportation construction money, including our federal matching funds,
will be depleted in 2017.
Governor McDonnell has called
for new revenue. The centerpiece
of his transportation plan is a proposal to eliminate the gas tax and
replace it with additional sales tax.
The plan diverts general fund revenue that supports education, public health and public safety to
transportation, and raises vehicle
fees, especially on alternative fuel
vehicles. The plan also assumes
tax revenue for transportation
from a bill that has not yet been
introduced in Congress, let alone
passed. This ephemeral revenue
source alone counts for more than
one third of the funds in the
governor’s plan.
We have been talking about
transportation funding shortfalls
in Virginia for a generation, and
the governor made the issue a priority in his 2009 campaign. His
plan has been called “bold” by its
champions. But bold is not the
same as wise. If the governor got
every cent of funds in his wish list,

in five years we would have less
than half the funds we need for
transportation funding today.
Legislators, including members
of the governor’s own Caucus have
offered competing plans or even
downright criticism, including the
no-tax disciples of Grover
Norquist. Nine northern Virginia
legislators—including local delegate Barbara Comstock—have
taken the “No Tax Pledge.” How
do they reconcile their pledge with
our need for more transportation
money and congestion relief?
Meanwhile, legislators in the
current session are calling for
more graduates from our colleges
and universities, smaller class sizes
for K-12 students, armed guards
in schools, and improved mental
health support and awareness. As
we add these responsibilities to
our general fund requirements,
where will we siphon off funds for
transportation?
Despite calls for reducing dependency on foreign oil the governor
proposes a $100 annual fee for vehicles that are cleaner and use less
fuel. Why punish good practices?
Arguments against the proposals to eliminate the gas tax and
replace it with a sales tax have
been aired on these editorial pages
(“Transportation Money”, January
16-22). But the essential question
remains: Why should we forego a
“user fee” gas tax, shared broadly
beyond Virginia, and depend primarily instead on a tax that falls
squarely on Virginia citizens?
State leaders recently announced that the federal and state
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transportation construction revenue is forecast to be down by over
$700 million over the next five
years. We need new revenue for
transportation that we can count
on—approximately $1 billion annually statewide—and we need to
know that funding our infrastructure does not come at the expense
of our education system, the key
to our future workforce and continued prosperity.
Now that the governor has renewed the call for transportation
funding, a good place to seek common ground might be the 2007
transportation legislation that
passed both houses of the legislature. With some adjustments we
might get something for everyone,
including revenue that stays where
it is generated! The “No Tax”
crowd might object, but their
pledge is their priority instead of
our prosperity.
Our northern Virginia citizens
and business leaders want to earn
back our “best state to do business”
label. We know what it means to
our communities. We know that if
we are short-changing our own
transportation and education
needs, we are neither pro-business
nor pro-jobs. Working together, we
can solve transportation funding
problems that have not been successfully resolved in a generation,
but we need dedicated, sustainable revenue, and we need it soon.
Achieving that would be bold!
Margaret G. Vanderhye
Former State Delegate
McLean

Overcrowded
Classes
To the Editor:
Our world-class schools are the
number one reason businesses and
families come to Fairfax County.
But people will not move here
once they see many of our overcrowded classes.
We now have the distinction of
having among the largest class
sizes in the area and Virginia state
law does almost nothing to protect our children. Current student
to teacher ratios are calculated at
the county level and afford administrators way too much leverage
where they can place as many kids
as they want in a classroom, just
as long as divisionwide, they do
not exceed the state ratios.
Given that Virginia already has
the highest caps in the country, we
are headed down a very slippery
slope. How are children expected
to learn and teachers to teach
when there are as many as 37 little
8-year-olds stuffed into a crowded
classroom, which we see at
Wolftrap Elementary School?
Parents from Wolftrap and other
schools met with Del. Barbara
Comstock (R-34) this past weekend to discuss this very issue. The
meeting room was packed with
parents, educators, taxpayers,
even people without children—it
was standing room-only—clearly
indicating that class size is a huge
problem in our area.
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Letters

Maplewood Grill
27 Years
Serving Our Neighbors and Friends for Over 26

From Page 6
Barbara has been listening to her
constituents. She proposed a bill
to reduce average class sizes, by
requiring the state’s class size ratios to be applied to each school,
instead of allowing excessively
large classes in some schools to be
balanced by much smaller classes
in others.
We need to support Barbara’s
new bill (HB1556) so that
crowded classrooms do not erode
Fairfax County’s growth and economic base and to also ensure that
our school system remains the best
in the country.
Kim Farrell
Mother of two FCPS students
Vienna

Restaurant Week Special!
3 Course Dinner $35.13
February 4th to 10th
Menu Available Online

Open
Saturdays
for Lunch

Live Entertainment
Mon. thru Sat.

703-281-0070

132 Branch Road, S.E. • Vienna, VA
Visit www.maplewoodgrill.com for Specials

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

Springtime in the Greenhouse:

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Primrose, Cyclamen, Citrus Patios, Walkways,
30% OFF Japanese Maples
or Buy 1 Get 1 Free*
*Off regular price

Landscaping
Free Estimates

l

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Bulk Mulch,
Fairfax, Virginia
2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
Playground Chips
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)
& Organic Compost
703-573-5025
Open 7 days a week
$24.99/cu. yd.
➠ Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com

Fil

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.
Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6444.
By e-mail:
vienna@connectionnewspapers.com

Best Landscaping
Prices of the Year!

EE

The Connection welcomes views
on any public issue. The deadline
for all material is noon Friday.
Send to:

Landscape/
Hardscape Sale

FR

Write

Brunch
Every
Sunday

Vienna/Oakton Connection ❖ January 23-29, 2013 ❖ 7

Entertainment
Send
announcements
to
vienna@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.
For
additional
listings,
visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 23
Langley Fork Scenic Pull-off
Completion Ceremony. 11 a.m., at
6266 Georgetown Pike, McLean. The
project to build a scenic pull-off on
Georgetown Pike is completed after
10 years of work; Dranesville District
Supervisor John Foust hosts a
ceremony with Virginia Department
of Transportation representatives and
the Fairfax County Park Authority.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dranesville.
i2B Business Mixer. 5:30-8 p.m., at
Clyde’s of Tysons Corner, 8332
Leesburg Pike, Vienna. McLean
Orchestra presents its third business
mixer to expand circles, enjoy
presentations from the McLean
Chamber of Commerce and
Leadership Fairfax. $38 preregistration or $45 at the door (valet
parking, appetizers and two drinks
included). www.mcleanorchestra.org.
Ralph Stanley & The Clinch
Mountain Boys. 8 p.m., at Wolf
Trap, 1635 Trap Road, Vienna.
Grammy Award-winner, recipient of
the Living Legend Award from the
Library of Congress and National
Medal of Arts recipient Ralph Stanley
and his late brother Carter’s band the
Clinch Mountain Boys play. $40.
www.wolftrap.org.

THURSDAY/JAN. 24
Art Appetizers Returns! 7-9 p.m., at
the McLean Project for the Arts, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean. Art,

McLean Chocolate
Festival Decadence

appetizers and conversation compose
the evening in the gallery sponsored
by the New Dominion Women’s Club.
$20. www.ndwc.org/home.html.
Livingston Taylor w/ Chelsea
Berry. 8 p.m., at Wolf Trap, 1635
Trap Road, Vienna. Singer/songwriter
and guitarist Livingston Tayllor
headlines with introspective lyrics and
Alaskan singer/songwriter Chelsea
Berry makes her first appearance at
The Barns with her folk-rock music.
$25. www.wolftrap.org.

Chocolate reigns in the McLean High
Cafeteria on Sunday, Jan. 27 from 11
a.m.-6 p.m., 1633 Davidson Road,
McLean. An afternoon of chocolate decadence featuring everything and anything
chocolate, games for the family and
candy, cookies, ice cream, cupcakes and
more for sale to benefit McLean Rotary,
with 25 percent of the sales going towards local community organizations.
$2,
children
under
6
free.
www.mcleanchocolatefestival.org or
www.mcleanrotary.org.

FRIDAY/JAN. 25
The Discovery Series: Cellist
Steven Isserlis and pianist Kirill
Gerstein. 8 p.m., at Wolf Trap, 1635
Trap Road, Vienna. A virtuosic duo
recital featuring Liszt’s Romance
Oubliée, Die Zelle im Nonnenwerth,
Busoni’s Kultaselle, Variations on a
Finnish Folkson, Bartók’s Rhapsody
no.1, and Brahms’s Sonatas no. 1 in E
minor and no. 2 in F Major. $35.
www.wolftrap.org.
Proposals. 8 p.m., at the Vienna
Community Center, 127 Center St. S.,
Vienna. The Neil Simon comedy
recalls the Hines family gathered at
their retreat in the Poconos in the
summer of 1953: romantic
entanglements coalesce in one idyllic
afternoon in the elegiac memory play.
$11 for students and seniors 65-plus;
$13. 703-255-6399.

SATURDAY/JAN. 26
Celebration of American
Tradition. By reservation at The
Ritz-Carlton, 1700 Tysons Blvd.,
McLean. Wine Director Vincent
Feraud hosts an intimate wine and
food pairing dinner at the Entyse
Bistro including five courses with
tastings. $110. 703-917-5496.

Wine Director Vincent Feraud at the Ritz-Carlton, Tysons
Corner, hosts a Celebration of American Tradition Wine
Tasting.

Celebration of American Tradition,
a Wine Tasting
Wine Director Vincent Feraud hosts an intimate wine and food pairing dinner at
the Entyse Bistro including five courses with tastings on Saturday, Jan. 26, at The
Ritz-Carlton, 1700 Tysons Blvd., McLean. By reservation only. $110. 703-917-5496.
Tom Chapin. 7:30 p.m., at Wolf Trap,
1635 Trap Road, Vienna. Folk singer/
songwriter and three time Grammy
Award-winner plays songs from his 22
full-length records. $22.
www.wolftrap.org.
Proposals. 8 p.m., at the Vienna
Community Center, 127 Center St. S.,
Vienna. The Neil Simon comedy
recalls the Hines family gathered at
their retreat in the Poconos in the
summer of 1953: romantic
entanglements coalesce in one idyllic
afternoon in the elegiac memory play.

$11 for students and seniors 65-plus;
$13. 703-255-6399.
Tap Kids. 8 p.m., at the McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. Eight tap dancers from
all over the U.S. dance out the story
of a group of teenagers in their last
month of high school. $20, $15 for
residents. www.aldentheatre.org.

Chocolates from Connie’s Chocolate Confections of Alexandria on display at last year’s McLean Chocolate Festival.
This year’s festival will be at a bigger venue, McLean High
School, and will take place Saturday, Jan. 27.

SUNDAY/JAN. 27
McLean Chocolate Festival. 11 a.m.6 p.m., at McLean High School, 1633

Davidson Road, McLean. An
afternoon of chocolate decadence
featuring everything and anything
chocolate, games for the family and
candy, cookies, ice cream, cupcakes
and more for sale to benefit McLean
Rotary, with 25 percent of the sales
going towards local community
organizations. $2, children under 6
free.
www.mcleanchocolatefestival.org or
www.mcleanrotary.org.
29th MASC Awards Gala. 6 p.m., at
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. A night of performances by
award-winning songwriters and the
announcement of the competition
winners. $10 in advance/for
Songwriters’ Association of
Washington; $12 at the door. 703255-1566 ext. 8 or www.saw.org.
Music From Oberlin at Oakton.
7:30 p.m., at the Unitarian
Universalist Congregation, 2709
Hunter Mill Road, Oakton. Oberlin
students perform Brahms, Roger
Sessions, Schubert and Debussy on
clarinet, cello, flute, viola, harp and
piano with a baritone. 703-281-4230

or bethcole@world.oberlin.edu.

FRIDAY/FEB. 1
Next to Normal. 8 p.m., at McLean
Community Center’s Alden Theatre,
1234 Ingleside Avenue, McLean. This
ground-breaking musical shows how
far two parents will go to keep
themselves sane and their family’s
world intact. $18; $20.
www.mcleanplayers.org or 866-8114111.
Proposals. 8 p.m., at the Vienna
Community Center, 127 Center St. S.,
Vienna. The Neil Simon comedy
recalls the Hines family gathered at
their retreat in the Poconos in the
summer of 1953: romantic
entanglements coalesce in one idyllic
afternoon in the elegiac memory play.
$11 for students and seniors 65-plus;
$13. 703-255-6399.
Italian American Reconciliation. 8
p.m., at 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill
Road, Tysons Corner. A romantic
comedy from the author
“Moonstruck” and “Doubt” follows
Huey Bonfigliano as he takes to the
arts after his divorce, but bad poetry
isn’t enough and he decides to try and
win back his ex with the help of
friends. $25; $15 for students. 703854-1856 or www.1ststagetysons.org.

SATURDAY/FEB. 2
Sixth Annual McLean Jewelry
Showcase. 11 a.m.-5 p.m., at the
McLean Community Center, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean. A juried event
featuring handmade jewelry
collections and designs by exhibitors
region-wide. $3. 703-790-0123 TTY
711.
Italian American Reconciliation. 2
p.m. and 8 p.m., at 1st Stage, 1524
Spring Hill Road, Tysons Corner. A

romantic comedy from the author
“Moonstruck” and “Doubt” follows
Huey Bonfigliano as he takes to the
arts after his divorce, but bad poetry
isn’t enough and he decides to try and
win back his ex with the help of
friends. $25; $15 for students. 703854-1856 or www 1ststagetysons.org.
Proposals. 8 p.m., at the Vienna
Community Center, 127 Center St. S.,
Vienna. The Neil Simon comedy
recalls the Hines family gathered at
their retreat in the Poconos in the
summer of 1953: romantic
entanglements coalesce in one idyllic
afternoon in the elegiac memory play.
$11 for students and seniors 65-plus;
$13. 703-255-6399.
Mardi Gras Fundraising Gala. 8
a.m.-noon, at the Vienna American
Legion, 330 Center St. N, Vienna. A
costume contest, heavy hors
d’oeuvres, silent auction and music by
Terry Lee Ryan benefit the Dan
Dellinger campaign for national
commander of the American Legion.
$20 in advance; $25 at the door. 703938-9535 or www.Legion180.net.

SUNDAY/FEB. 3
Italian American Reconciliation. 2
p.m. and 7 p.m., at 1st Stage, 1524
Spring Hill Road, Tysons Corner. A
romantic comedy from the author
“Moonstruck” and “Doubt” follows
Huey Bonfigliano as he takes to the
arts after his divorce, but bad poetry
isn’t enough and he decides to try and
win back his ex with the help of
friends. $25; $15 for students. 703854-1856 or www 1ststagetysons.org.
Proposals. 3 p.m., 8 p.m. at the Vienna
Community Center, 127 Center St. S.,
Vienna. The Neil Simon comedy
recalls the Hines family gathered at
their retreat in the Poconos in the
summer of 1953: romantic

entanglements coalesce in one idyllic
afternoon in the elegiac memory play.
$11 for students and seniors 65-plus;
$13. 703-255-6399.

FRIDAY/FEB. 8
Veal Parmesan Dinner. 5:30-8 p.m.,
at the Vienna American Legion, 330
Center St. N, Vienna. Enjoy veal
parmesan on spaghetti with salad and
garlic bread with the community. $10.
703-938-9535.
Italian American Reconciliation. 8
p.m., at 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill
Road, Tysons Corner. A romantic
comedy from the author
“Moonstruck” and “Doubt” follows
Huey Bonfigliano as he takes to the
arts after his divorce, but bad poetry
isn’t enough and he decides to try and
win back his ex with the help of
friends. $25; $15 for students. 703854-1856 or www.1ststagetysons.org.
Proposals. 8 p.m., at the Vienna
Community Center, 127 Center St. S.,
Vienna. The Neil Simon comedy
recalls the Hines family gathered at
their retreat in the Poconos in the
summer of 1953: romantic
entanglements coalesce in one idyllic
afternoon in the elegiac memory play.
$11 for students and seniors 65-plus;
$13. 703-255-6399.

SATURDAY/FEB. 9
Italian American Reconciliation. 2
p.m. and 8 p.m., at 1st Stage, 1524
Spring Hill Road, Tysons Corner. A
romantic comedy from the author
“Moonstruck” and “Doubt” follows
Huey Bonfigliano as he takes to the
arts after his divorce, but bad poetry
isn’t enough and he decides to try and
win back his ex with the help of
friends. $25; $15 for students. 703854-1856 or www 1ststagetysons.org.

Visit These Houses of Worship
To Highlight Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468
Progressive & Welcoming
ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston
7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Sunday school: preschool - grade 2
Music: grades 3 - 7
10:25 a.m. Sunday School Grades 3 to 12
Music 4 years to 2nd grade
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service
Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson
The Rev. Laura Cochran
703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

Assembly of God

Lutheran

Vienna Assembly of God ... 703-938-7736
Cristo Es Mi Refugio...703-675-0144

Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119
Christ The King Lutheran Church...703-759-6068
St. Athanasius Lutheran Church... 703-455-4003

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ...
703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462
Bethel Primitive Baptist Church
... 703-757-8134
Cartersville Baptist Church ... 703-255-7075
Fellowship Baptist Church ... 703-385-8516
First Baptist Church ... 703-938-8525
The Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Vienna Baptist Church ... 703-281-4400
New Union Baptist Church... 703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center... 202-331-2122

Church of the Brethern
Oakton Church of the Brethern
... 703-281-4411

Catholic

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA
450 ORCHARD STREET, NW
VIENNA, VA 22180
703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net
www.fbcv.org
SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
CHURCH SCHOOL 9:30AM-10:30AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM
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Our Lady of Good Counsel ... 703-938-2828
St. Athanasius Catholic Church ... 703-759-4555
St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ... 703-938-6521
Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991
St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ... 703-759-3509
Church of the Good Shepherd ... 703-281-3987
The Vine Methodist Church ... 703-573-5336
Ephiphany United Methodist ... 703-938-3494
Great Falls United Methodist... 703-759-3705
Oakton United Methodist ... 703-938-1233
Vale United Methodist ... 703-620-2594
Smith Chapel United Methodist ... 571-434-9680
Wesley United Methodist ... 703-938-8700

Non-Denominational
Celebration Center for Spiritual Living
... 703-560-2030
Christian Assembly Church ... 703-698-9777

Presbyterian

THIS

Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church ...
703-560-6336
Korean Central Presbyterian ... 703-698-5577
Vienna Presbyterian ... 703-938-9050

IS

“GIBBS”
Gibbs is a
big, friendly
affectionate guy
who wants a
loving home to
call his own!
Come meet this
affectionate guy
today!

Quaker
Langley Hills Friends...703-442-8394

Seventh-Day Adventist
Northern Virginia Christian Fellowship ...
703-242-9001
Vienna Seventh Day Adventists ...
703-938-8383

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax ... 703-281-4230

United Church of Christ
Emmaus United Church of Christ ...
703-938-1555

Jehovah’s Witness

Unity

Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Unity of Fairfax ... 703-281-1767

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

HUMANE SOCIETY

OF

FAIRFAX COUNTY

Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3 • 703-385-PETS
Adoptions: By appointment only. • www.hsfc.org
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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The County Line
Joys and Challenges

Feeling Power of Love

From Page 4

From Page 4

FAIRFAX FAMILIES4KIDS
They connected with a small agency in Kenny Granville
Fairfax
County
called
Fairfax
Families4Kids, a unique foster-mentoring program
Sitting on a sofa at home, Kenny shows a visitor a
run by the Department of Neighborhood and Com- book of photos from several outings. When asked if
munity Services. Created in 2005, the program’s he remembers the first time he met Chris and Tifmission is to build bonds between volunteers and fany, he smiles broadly, and mentions that he left his
foster children, a majority of whom are 14 years old coat in their car so they would have a reason to seek
or older.
him out again.
According to Beverly Howard, Ph.D., coordinator
The Granvilles said they felt an immediate conof the program, every year in Fairfax County, as many nection to Kenny, and they would have come back to
as 20 teens in foster care leave the system without a see him, even if he hadn’t left his coat in their car.
family and are unable to return safely to their par“Oh yes, I definitely remember Farm Day,” Tiffany
ents or relatives.
said.
The children who wait are typically African-Ameri“We had been going to different events as mencan, and are age 9 or older when they enter foster tors, and then Farm Day came along,” she said, shakcare. They have emotional, medical and educational ing her head and wiping away tears. “It was weird.
needs. Many have lived in a series of foster homes or There was this big gush of wind and this kid came
residential facilities.
out of nowhere. Literally, leaves are flying around,
Kenny was one of the children in the program when and I saw Kenny playing… I said to Chris ‘I feel like
the Granvilles decided to become mentors.
he’s going to be our child.’ I mean, we thought we
Howard said volunteers who become mentors have would adopt a younger child, but we just jelled with
a lot of flexibility, and there’s no specific amount of him.”
time mentors must spend with children. Some are
“As soon as they walked in, I went up to talk to
assigned a particular child while others work with them,” Kenny said.
several children. Every month there are group ac“There was just something about him. His smile,
tivities for the participants and their mentors.
his sense of humor, something that tugged at our
“We want people to know they can get involved hearts,” Chris said.
without feeling too much pressure,” Howard said.
Kenny began spending weekends with the couple,
Mentors can attend as many group outings as they playing basketball with Chris, watching football
want, depending on their schedule.
games, and just being a “regular” kid with a family.
Outings have included a Christmas Cruise on the
“Everything just fit,” Chris said, “It felt like it was
Potomac; the DC Kite Festival; fundraising events for meant to be.”
the homeless and a variety of sports events and clinTiffany and Chris said there’s no one “aha” moics, from basketball to handball. Farm Day, held twice ment they can point to when they decided to adopt
a year in Ashburn, is a favorite event for the chil- Kenny. “It just seemed like the natural next step,”
dren. Donated by a benefactor of the program, the Chris said.
event is held twice a year in Ashburn, and includes
As the Granvilles spent more and more time with
horseback riding, bike-riding, games and a picnic.
Kenny, they became determined to adopt him. And
Howard said all the activities are structured to al- then the couple got a surprise that some might conlow “natural matches” to develop over time as the sider a “game-changer.”
youth interact with the volunteers and actively help
She learned she was pregnant with Elijah.
select their mentors. “Mentors see the value, the
“And no, we never thought about not adopting
strengths and possibilities in the youth and the youth Kenny,” she said, laughing.
begin to form trusting relationships with the menKenny was formally adopted by the Granvilles
tors,” she said.
when he turned 14. Elijah was just weeks old, but
Kenny met the Granvilles during Farm Day. He had “we wanted him there to be with his big brother,”
just turned 13, and had been in a series of foster Chris said.
homes since he was 9 years old.
During the adoption proceeding, the judge asked
Before formal foster care, he was living sporadi- Kenny if there was any reason not to go forward,
cally with his biological mother from the time he and why he wanted to be adopted.
was 3 years old.
“Because I love them. And they love me,” Kenny
Born in Dumfries, Kenny’s mother had substance said.
abuse problems. When she could not care for him,
“There wasn’t a dry eye in that courtroom,” Tifhe would stay with her friends for weekends—or fany said.
weeks at a time. When he was placed in foster care
full-time, he had no more contact with his biological
NEXT WEEK : Interviews with mentors and child
mother.
who aged-out and is now homeless.
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Photo courtesy of Joan Brady

to explore that option.
“God works in mysterious ways. We actually used to go on outings with this
couple and their foster children before Tiff
and I were married,” he said. “We still had
a lot of love to give.”
“That was the core of it, the love we had
for each other,” Tiffany said. “You know, a
lot of people say that when you lose a child,
it tears a couple apart. Well, nothing could
tear me away from him. He is my rock.
His mental strength is astounding.”

vised and supportive group environment to participate in enjoyable activities together.
(Events have included chess
tournaments, basketball clinics,
kite festivals, a Broadway show,
exercise classes, horseback
riding, Internet and web design
classes, and community service
projects.)
Q: What does FFX4Kids
offer foster children, and
the parents who foster
them?
A: FFX4Kids provides a social
network where youth in foster
care can interact with mentors,
prospective adoptive families,
dedicated volunteers and other
children in foster care.
The dedicated FFX4Kids mentors are at the core of the “relationship-building” that keeps
the youth coming back. Every
participating youth experiences
group mentoring for several
months prior to being assigned
a one-on-one mentor who
agrees to mentor for at least
two years. Many of these caring adults commit to being lifelong supports for the youth they
mentor. Some have even
adopted their mentee. Other
mentors have been consistently
and actively involved in the program for five, six, and seven
years, and have mentored a
number of different youth during that time.
Q: What are some
FFX4Kids “success stories?”
A: We have many success stories. We have participated in 10
adoptions of youth ages 11 to
18 (most have been between
ages 14-16 at the time of the
adoption) and 10 permanent
connections for youth ages 18
to 21. A “permanent connection” means that these young
adults leave foster care with a
caring, adult connection who
can provide guidance and emotional support as they embark
upon adulthood. Most of us
know that just because you turn
18 or 21 years old, you don’t
automatically have all the answers, and it is always good to
have an adult to help answer
some of the questions that come
with being an adult.
Success Stories: “Mason” was
adopted by his mentors when
he was 15 years old. He had
already spent six years in foster care, and lived in numerous

adoptive homes and residential
facilities. He is a charming, likeable, athletic young fellow who
is now a freshman in college
and working part-time. He
regularly returns to the
FFX4Kids events to encourage
and motivate the other kids,
and just to share in the fun. His
parents also continue to be active mentors for other youth in
FFX4Kids and a strong supporter of the program.
“Mason” is good friends with
“Paul.” “Paul” has been in foster care for almost 10 years.
“Paul” has also had numerous
placements. He is still in foster
care, participating in the Independent Living program, and
enjoying his freshman year in
college also. As he participates
in the twice-monthly FFX4Kids
activities, he finds continuous
support and encouragement
from the group mentors, who
genuinely admire his strength
and his tenacity. He is a role
model and “Jr. Mentor” for the
younger kids in the group.
Q: Knowing all of the
obstacles, all of the
challenges for foster
children, what motivates
you to keep working with
foster children?
A: I love what I do. The youth
that I have been blessed to
know, are wonderful and all of
them have enriched my life immeasurably. The adoptive families and mentors never cease to
amaze me—by their commitment to the youth, their dedication, their energy and creativity, and their ability to see well
beyond the labels that so many
of our youth have gathered
along their journey in foster
care. They see the gifted artists,
the aspiring scientists, the comedians, the athletes, and the
beautiful children waiting for
an opportunity to bloom.
I also have been blessed to
have my own family expanded
through the adoption of two
older youth (ages 8 and 9). I
know firsthand the joys and
challenges this brings. I also
know that love is not enough.
The decision to adopt an older
youth must come from both the
head and the heart. It is critical
that the adoptive family make
an informed decision cognizant
of all of the challenges before
them, with realistic expectations, and knowledge of resources available to support the
family. It is hard work, and not
for the faint of heart.
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News

Photos contributed

The dogs in the photo are Valerie and Gabe (in front of Patty Kennedy and
Katherine Hutt of Vienna). Both dogs are with the Warrior Canine Connection (WCC) program at the National Intrepid Center of Excellence (NICoE).

Founder of the Warrior Canine Connection (WCC) Rick Yount with his
wife Molly Morelli (breeder and trainer).

Vienna Residents Support Warrior Canine Connection
Helping to bring the healing power of the best
dogs to Wounded Warriors.
By Susan Belford
ienna residents Patty Kennedy
and Katherine Hutt have a lot in
common. They are good friends,
their children hang out together,
they share a love of animals—and they are
both passionately involved with the Warrior Canine Connection (WCC)—a 501© 3
non-profit organization established for the
purpose of “helping to bring the healing
power of the best dogs to our Wounded
Warriors.” The organization teaches Service
Members and Veterans with combat stress
to train service dogs for other Wounded
Warriors. Kennedy is employed by WCC as
the director of communications and government affairs, and Hutt serves on the WCC
Board with responsibility for marketing and
public relations.
Kennedy worked on Capitol Hill on the
staff of the US Senate for 23 years, including 13 years as an aide to Senator John
Warner of Virginia. “When I retired I knew
I wanted to do something involving animals,” she said. “I have a passion for animals helping people. Before I joined WCC,
I was the Administrator of the Patient Service Dog Therapy Program at Walter Reed
Army Medical Center.”
Kennedy is a former puppy raiser for a
guide dog school as well as the author of
“Through Otis’ Eyes: Lessons from a Guide
Dog Puppy,” winner of a Maxwell Award
from the Dog Writers Association of
America, and “Bailey By My Side: Golden
Lessons for Life.”
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Hutt, a Public Relations specialist, is the
national spokesperson for the Council of
Better Business Bureaus. She began volunteering with WCC when she learned that
they needed support with their marketing
and public relations. She now serves as a
WCC Board Member. “I’m excited to be a
part of this fine organization which truly
makes a difference in the lives of servicemen and women. I see a tremendous
amount of growth opportunities for WCC.”
Hutt was honored in 2004 with the lifetime
designation of Fellow, PRSA, the highest
professional recognition bestowed by the
society for practitioners who exemplify excellence and give back to the profession and
the community. She was also selected by
Washington Women in Public Relations as
“Washington PR Woman of the Year” in
1994.
THE IDEA for WCC was Rick Yount’s. A
social worker, in 2001 he initiated a program teaching troubled teenagers to train
service dogs in Morgantown, W. Va.—a program with remarkable healing benefits for
his non-motivated high school population.
The award-winning Golden Rule Assistance
Dog (GRAD) program helped the young
adults develop their social and emotional
skills. One day, Yount was struck with an
“aha” moment that would change his life—
and the lives of many Wounded Warriors
forever.
Two of the dogs trained at GRAD by his
students were presented to wounded veterans. “That’s when I decided that it would

Marine Sgt. John Gordon and his dog Birdie.
make perfect sense to teach Wounded Warriors to train service dogs for other
Wounded Warriors,” explains Yount. “It
would be a safe, effective non-pharmaceutical intervention to treat the symptoms of
PTSD.” In 2008, Yount initiated the first
Warrior service dog-training program to
address PTSD and TBI in veterans and service members who are in treatment. He currently serves as the executive director of
Warrior Canine Connection (WCC).
Now, dozens of Wounded Warriors have
become involved in training service dogs as
a part of the WCC program. The WCC’s
“Healing Quarters” is located in a historic
stone farmhouse in Brookeville, Md. where

Yount and his wife Molly Morelli reside. The
woodland setting provides Wounded Warriors with a peaceful site where they can
work with the dogs as well as a refuge
where they can heal.
“Training a service dog takes many of the
skills that are needed to be successful in
life,” states Yount. “It requires patience,
assertiveness, positive reinforcement, kindness, consistency, communication skills,
love, responsibility and an attitude of never
giving up or giving in.”
The program is part of the National Intrepid Center of Excellence (NICoE) at
Walter Reed National Military Medical Cen
See Warriors, Page 16
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Sports Roundups

Herndon Gymnastics
Wins Meet

Manner’s 37 Points Lead Oakton Past Centreville
Cougars beat Wildcats
in battle of Concorde’s
top two teams.
By Jon Roetman

The Herndon gymnastics team finished first during a meet against South
Lakes, West Springfield, McLean and
Marshall on Jan. 16.
Kellie Hayden placed second in the allaround with a score of 34.55. She finished second on vault, beam and bars.
Sarah Strangfeld placed third on bars
and floor. Valerie Beacham finished with
a personal-best all-around score of 30.3.

The Connection

he Centreville girls’ basketball
team, owner of an up-tempo
style and winner of 14 of its first
15 games, approached Friday’s
contest confident it could beat Oakton despite a losing streak against the Cougars
dating back to 1995.
But after the opening tip, the Wildcats’
confidence turned to timidness against 6foot-1 Oakton senior Elizabeth Manner and
the eight-time defending Concorde District
champion Cougars.
Manner scored 37 points and grabbed 14
rebounds as Oakton defeated Centreville
65-48 on Jan. 18 at Oakton High School.
The defending state champion Cougars improved to 14-2 overall and moved into sole
possession of first place in the Concorde
District with a 4-0 mark.
The Wildcats had no answer for the physically imposing Manner, who burned
Centreville in the paint, from the perimeter
and at the free-throw line. At the other end
of the floor, head coach Tom Watson said
the Wildcats weren’t their usual attacking
selves.
“I think we came out scared in the first
half,” he said. “I think we were awful. I think
we didn’t bring our game. We were afraid
to penetrate—that’s not our game. I think
that big girl from Oakton intimidated [our
players].”
Manner scored 16 points in the paint,
made one jumper, knocked down one 3pointer and went 16-for-19 at the freethrow line.
“We don’t have bunches of plays for her,”
Oakton head coach Fred Priester said.
“We’re an equal-opportunity offense. But
when things break down, the kids have
great trust in her and great faith in her.
She’s a big girl, but she’s extremely agile
and she moves around that basket very
well. . . . She has worked as hard and has
come as far as, really, any kid I’ve ever
coached.”

Oakton Summer
Baseball Camp

T

Post’s website, Manner shot 76 percent from
the line through this season’s first 16 games.
“Her freshman year, I think she started
the season something like 3-for-28,” Priester
said. “She got better to get it up to some
reasonable number by the end of the year.
We didn’t do anything ridiculous or strap
her to a waterboard or anything like that.
Every day we work on form shooting, form
shooting, form shooting. It just comes
about.”
Manner said improvement at the line was
about building confidence.
“We work on our shot every day in practice,” Manner said, “so I started to get more
comfortable with it and then I just stopped
thinking about it and just shot the ball like
we do in practice every day.”
While Watson praised Manner, the
Centreville coach wasn’t pleased the Oakton
center was not whistled for a foul during
the game.
“She’s great. She’s a good player. She’s
another [Washington Mystics guard and
former Oakton star] Jasmine [Thomas]—
she gets every call in the world,” Watson
said. “It doesn’t matter what you do, she
gets a call. That’s irritating for a coach.
That’s why I was barking. It just gets old.
She had 16 free throws and she had zero
fouls. How could she not have a single foul
in there? You don’t think we drove on her
and bumped her the same way she bumped
us?”
Oakton senior guard Helen Roberts
scored 11 points. Senior forward Angela
Sickels finished with seven points and
sophomore guard Karlie Cronin had six.
Sophomore guard Lindsey Abed added
four points and seven rebounds.
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OAKTON LED BY 12 at halftime, but
Centreville pulled to within five on three
occasions late in the third quarter and
trailed 43-36 entering the fourth. Manner
extended the Oakton lead with a pair of
buckets in the opening minute and finished
with 15 points in the final quarter. She made
seven of eight free-throw attempts during
the final four minutes, 25 seconds.
Oakton led 17-8 at the end of the first
quarter. Manner scored 11 points in the
opening period, making nine of 10 freethrow attempts.
Priester said Manner has come a long way
at the foul line since her freshman season.
According to stats from the Washington

Oakton senior center Elizabeth
Manner scored 37 points during a
65-48 victory against Centreville
on Jan. 18.

Oakton senior guard Helen Roberts
scored 11 points against
Centreville on Jan. 18.
“I think Lindsey played phenomenal tonight,” Manner said. “She has a good sense
of where people are open and she has a
good calmness about her where she can take
what Priester tells her and put it into action.”
After scoring 15 points in the first half,
Centerville tallied 21 in the third quarter
to make things interesting. Sophomore
guard Caroline Wakefield buried a 3-pointer
to cut the Oakton lead to 37-32 with 1:37
remaining in the quarter. Senior forward
Tori Collar scored her 10th point of the
quarter to make the score 39-34 and junior
guard Jenna Green’s bucket cut the Oakton
lead to 41-36, but the Wildcats got no closer
than five.
“I don’t think we really came to play today, especially me,” said Green, who was
born in 1996, one year after Centreville last
beat Oakton. “My shot was off. We weren’t
playing our usual game. I don’t know if it
was because we were intimidated; I don’t
know what it was. I definitely think that
we can beat them and I can’t wait to play
them again.”
Green finished with 12 points for
Centreville. Collar scored 10 points, junior
forward Ailyn Kelly finished with eight, and
Wakefield and sophomore guard Chrissy
Jacksta each added five.
OAKTON TRAVELED to face Westfield on
Tuesday, after the Connection’s deadline.
The Cougars will host Herndon at 7:30 p.m.
on Friday, Jan. 25.
The second meeting between Oakton and
Centreville will be Feb. 5 at Centreville High
School.
“I can’t wait,” Watson said.

The Oakton Cougar Baseball Camp
will be held in July at Oakton High
School.
The July 8-11 session and the July 2225 session are for Little League ages 611. The July 15-18 session is for ages
11 and older.
Cost for the camp is $150 per camper
per session. All funds go directly to the
Oakton baseball program. There is a
limit of 30 campers per week.
Checks and registration forms must be
mailed to Oakton High School, 2900
Sutton Rd., Vienna, VA 22181.

Basketball Tryouts
The Virginia Diamonds 13U AAU girls’
basketball team (eighth graders) will
hold tryouts from 7-8:30 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 23 at nZone, 14550 Lee Road,
Chantilly. Cost for the tryout is $15. For
more information, contact: 703-4636452 or vadiamonds@gmail.com.

Umpires Wanted
Fairfax Adult Softball (FAS) is seeking umpires for our adult slow-pitch softball leagues in Fairfax County. Umpires
net pay starts at $26 per one-hour game
and are paid monthly. Experience is desired but training is provided. Enjoy
great pay and flexible schedules. Contact FAS at 703-815-9007 or email to:
office@fairfaxadultsoftball.com.

Herndon Boys’
Basketball Loses to
Westfield
The Herndon boys’ basketball team
had its three-game win streak snapped
with a 56-53 loss to Westfield on Jan.
18. The Hornets dropped to 10-5 overall and 2-2 in the Concorde District.
According to stats from the Washington Post’s website, Will Ferguson led
Herndon with 19 points. Dorian Johnson
finished with nine points, Trevon Wright
scored eight, and Kent Auslander and
Ryan Griffin each had seven.
Herndon hosted Robinson on Tuesday,
after the Connection’s deadline. The
Hornets will host Oakton at 7:30 p.m.
on Friday, Jan. 25.
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Home Sales

In December 2012, 83 homes sold between $2,275,000-$215,000
in the Vienna and Oakton area.

Address ................................ BR . FB . HB ... Postal City .... Sold Price ... Type .......... Lot AC . PostalCode ..................... Subdivision
11100 KINGS CAVALIER CT ............. 5 ... 8 ... 0 ........ OAKTON ....... $2,275,000 .... Detached ....... 10.94 ....... 22124 ................. CAVALIERS FOX LAKE
205 NIBLICK DR SE ........................ 6 ... 6 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........ $1,565,701 .... Detached ........ 0.37 ........ 22180 ............ WESTBRIAR CC MANOR
9480 CORAL CREST LN .................. 5 ... 4 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........ $1,462,500 .... Detached ........ 1.04 ........ 22182 ........................... CORAL RIDGE
1627 IRVIN ST ............................... 5 ... 5 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........ $1,450,000 .... Detached ........ 0.40 ........ 22182 ............................ BESLEY FARM
10414 MILLER RD .......................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ........ OAKTON ....... $1,360,000 .... Detached ........ 2.12 ........ 22124 ....... MILLERS OAKTON HEIGHTS
2734 WILLOW DR .......................... 6 ... 5 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........ $1,300,000 .... Detached ........ 0.55 ........ 22181 ................................ OAKCREST
9156 RIESLEY LN ........................... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........ $1,150,000 .... Detached ........ 0.24 ........ 22182 ..... COVENTRY SPRINGS ESTATES
11800 VALE RD .............................. 5 ... 4 ... 1 ........ OAKTON ....... $1,142,500 .... Detached ........ 3.00 ........ 22124 ........................................ VALE
12019 WANDABURY RD ................. 5 ... 4 ... 1 ........ OAKTON ....... $1,135,000 .... Detached ........ 0.58 ........ 22124 ................. DARTMOOR WOODS
315 GEORGE ST SW ....................... 5 ... 5 ... 2 ......... VIENNA ........ $1,110,000 .... Detached ........ 0.25 ........ 22180 ....................... VIENNA WOODS
2823 CENTER RIDGE DR ................. 6 ... 4 ... 0 ........ OAKTON ....... $1,100,000 .... Detached ........ 2.35 ........ 22124 .................. DIFFICULT PARCEL A
603 BIRCH ST SW .......................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........ $1,099,000 .... Detached ........ 0.24 ........ 22180 ....................... VIENNA WOODS
905 OLYMPIAN CIR ........................ 5 ... 4 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........ $1,075,000 .... Detached ........ 0.29 ........ 22180 ....................... VIENNA WOODS
510 GLYNDON ST NE ...................... 4 ... 4 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........ $1,055,000 .... Detached ........ 0.50 ........ 22180 ............................ RIDGEWOOD
2964 PALMER ST ........................... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ........ OAKTON ....... $1,035,000 .... Detached ........ 0.56 ........ 22124 ........................ GRAYS OAKTON
513 KINGSLEY RD SW .................... 6 ... 5 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........ $1,010,000 .... Detached ........ 0.23 ........ 22180 ....................... VIENNA WOODS
10513 DUNN MEADOW RD ............ 4 ... 3 ... 2 ......... VIENNA ........... $985,000 .... Detached ........ 0.63 ........ 22182 ........... ESTATES AT GREAT FALLS
1797 CLOVERMEADOW DR ............ 4 ... 4 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $975,000 .... Detached ........ 0.89 ........ 22182 .............. HUNTER MILL ESTATES
2010 ROUNDHOUSE RD ................. 5 ... 4 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $949,000 .... Detached ........ 2.11 ........ 22181 .................... HUNTERS STATION
10506 COVING CROSS LN ............... 4 ... 4 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $930,000 .... Detached ........ 0.84 ........ 22182 .............. HUNTER MILL ESTATES
1261 COBBLE POND WAY ............... 4 ... 4 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $900,000 .... Detached ........ 0.68 ........ 22182 ........... ESTATES AT GREAT FALLS
9999 COURTHOUSE RD ................. 5 ... 5 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $890,000 .... Detached ........ 0.24 ........ 22181 ............... OAKTON PLANTATION
1903 CLARKS GLEN PL ................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $890,000 .... Detached ........ 0.42 ........ 22182 .......................... HOMESTEADE
1709 LANDON HILL RD .................. 4 ... 4 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $890,000 .... Detached ........ 0.82 ........ 22182 .............. HUNTER MILL ESTATES
322 AYR HILL AVE NE ..................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $850,000 .... Detached ........ 0.53 ........ 22180 .................................... VIENNA
11743 ENGLISH MILL CT ................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 ........ OAKTON .......... $840,000 .... Detached ........ 0.64 ........ 22124 ............... WAPLES MILL ESTATES
1518 NIGHT SHADE CT .................. 5 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $825,000 .... Detached ........ 0.79 ........ 22182 .............. WOLFTRAP MEADOWS
1219 CARPERS FARM WAY .............. 4 ... 2 ... 2 ......... VIENNA ........... $810,000 .... Detached ........ 0.54 ........ 22182 ......................... CARPERS FARM
9951 LEAMOORE LN ...................... 4 ... 4 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $792,000 .... Detached ........ 0.12 ........ 22181 ............................ EDGEMOORE
12002 VALE RD .............................. 4 ... 4 ... 1 ........ OAKTON .......... $775,000 .... Detached ........ 0.51 ........ 22124 ....................... VALE PARK WEST
1445 LAUREL HILL RD .................... 5 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $741,000 .... Detached ........ 0.35 ........ 22182 ................. WOLF TRAP WOODS
11813 WAYLAND ST ....................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ........ OAKTON .......... $740,000 .... Detached ........ 0.56 ........ 22124 .................................. FOXVALE
2171 WOLFTRAP CT ...................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $735,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.08 ........ 22182 .............. COURTHOUSE WOODS
9930 LINDEL LN ............................. 5 ... 3 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $734,000 .... Detached ........ 0.34 ........ 22181 .................... LAKEVALE ESTATES
8617 CORAL GABLES LN ................. 5 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $725,000 .... Detached ........ 0.26 ........ 22182 ....................... CARTERS GREEN
2160 WOLFTRAP CT ...................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $715,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.07 ........ 22182 .............. COURTHOUSE WOODS
11418 BRONZEDALE DR ................. 4 ... 2 ... 1 ........ OAKTON .......... $688,000 .... Detached ........ 0.46 ........ 22124 ................................ FOXWOOD
10173 CASTLEWOOD LN ................ 3 ... 2 ... 2 ........ OAKTON .......... $675,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.07 ........ 22124 .................... WYANT PROPERTY
2185 WOLFTRAP CT ...................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $665,500 .... Townhouse ..... 0.05 ........ 22182 .............. COURTHOUSE WOODS
9409 VAN ARSDALE DR .................. 4 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $665,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.05 ........ 22181 ..................... VIRGINIA CENTER
9911 VALE RD ................................ 5 ... 3 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $665,000 .... Detached ........ 0.34 ........ 22181 .................... LAKEVALE ESTATES
11254 WAPLES MILL RD ................. 4 ... 2 ... 1 ........ OAKTON .......... $660,000 .... Detached ........ 1.33 ........ 22124 ............................ WAPLES MILL
8250 2ND AVE ............................... 3 ... 2 ... 2 ......... VIENNA ........... $660,000 .... Detached ........ 0.14 ........ 22182 ........... WEDDERBURN HEIGHTS
1503 GINGERWOOD CT ................. 4 ... 2 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $660,000 .... Detached ........ 0.49 ........ 22182 .................... CINNAMON CREEK
918 FAIRWAY DR NE ....................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $650,000 .... Detached ........ 0.32 ........ 22180 ................ WESTWOOD MANOR
2598 BABCOCK RD ........................ 3 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $650,000 .... Detached ........ 1.00 ........ 22181 ................................ ACREDALE
806 SHAHRAAM CT SE ................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $635,000 .... Detached ........ 0.23 ........ 22180 .............................. SHAHRAAM
2921 OAKBURY CT ......................... 2 ... 3 ... 1 ........ OAKTON .......... $625,000 .... Detached ........ 0.08 ........ 22124 .................. OAK MARR COURTS
2303 JACKSON PKWY ..................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $575,000 .... Detached ........ 0.26 ........ 22180 ................. STONEWALL MANOR
1106 WALKER CIR SW .................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $575,000 .... Detached ........ 0.24 ........ 22180 ....................... VIENNA WOODS
511 WALKER ST SW ....................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $569,900 .... Detached ........ 0.25 ........ 22180 ....................... VIENNA WOODS
9520 DANIEL LEWIS LN .................. 3 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $545,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.06 ........ 22181 ........... FAIRFAX METRO SQUARE
9904 SNOWBOUND CT .................. 3 ... 3 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $520,000 .... Detached ........ 0.22 ........ 22181 ..................... EDGELEA WOODS
2825 CEDAR LN ............................. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $510,000 .... Detached ........ 0.66 ........ 22180 ............... WILLOWMERE FARMS
113 EAST ST NE ............................. 3 ... 2 ... 2 ......... VIENNA ........... $500,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.05 ........ 22180 .............. WOLFTRAPPE SQUARE
900 DALE CT SE ............................. 4 ... 3 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $500,000 .... Detached ........ 0.23 ........ 22180 ................................. ONONDIO
904 DALE CT SE ............................. 3 ... 2 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $479,500 .... Detached ........ 0.24 ........ 22180 ................................. ONONDIO
9695 SCOTCH HAVEN DR ............... 3 ... 2 ... 2 ......... VIENNA ........... $451,900 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 ........ 22181 ...................... COUNTRY CREEK
3100 VALENTINO CT ...................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ........ OAKTON .......... $445,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.06 ........ 22124 ..................... OAKTON VILLAGE
10467 WHITE GRANITE CT ............. 3 ... 2 ... 2 ........ OAKTON .......... $436,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.06 ........ 22124 ............................. ARROWOOD
2809 LAFORA CT ........................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $432,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 ........ 22180 ..................... MERRIFIELD VIEW
3226 WHITE FLINT CT .................... 3 ... 2 ... 2 ........ OAKTON .......... $430,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.06 ........ 22124 ............................. ARROWOOD
10411 GRAYSTONE CT ................... 3 ... 2 ... 2 ........ OAKTON .......... $420,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ........ 22124 ... FLINT HILL MANOR TOWNHSE
2816 JERMANTOWN RD ................ 3 ... 2 ... 2 ........ OAKTON .......... $410,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.06 ........ 22124 ............ CHERRYWOOD SQUARE
10315 CHERRY VIEW CT ................. 3 ... 2 ... 2 ........ OAKTON .......... $410,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.04 ........ 22124 ............ CHERRYWOOD SQUARE
201B LOCUST ST SE #T .................. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $409,900 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............ 22180 ........................... VIENNA TRAIL
7980 TYSON OAKS CIR ................... 2 ... 2 ... 2 ......... VIENNA ........... $405,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ........ 22182 .................. COURTS OF TYSONS
1105 WALKER CIR SW .................... 4 ... 2 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $401,000 .... Detached ........ 0.23 ........ 22180 ....................... VIENNA WOODS
7921 TYSON OAKS CIR ................... 2 ... 2 ... 2 ......... VIENNA ........... $392,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ........ 22182 .................. COURTS OF TYSONS
2984 PADDOCK WOOD CT .............. 3 ... 2 ... 2 ........ OAKTON .......... $369,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ........ 22124 ................. OAKTON COMMONS
9480 VIRGINIA CENTER BLVD #221 . 2 ... 2 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $367,500 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............ 22181 .................................... ACADIA
9874 SWEET MINT DR ................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $350,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ........ 22181 ...... CYRANDALL VALLEY NORTH
2991 PADDOCK WOOD CT .............. 3 ... 1 ... 1 ........ OAKTON .......... $344,000 .... Townhouse ..... 0.03 ........ 22124 ................. OAKTON COMMONS
304D LOCUST ST #16 .................... 2 ... 2 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $342,000 .... Townhouse ..................... 22180 ......................... TIFFANY PLACE
10041 OAKTON TERRACE RD ......... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ........ OAKTON .......... $325,000 .... Townhouse ..................... 22124 ............................ THE OAKTON
2817 JERMANTOWN RD #309 ........ 3 ... 2 ... 0 ........ OAKTON .......... $295,000 .... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors ........... 22124 ........................... TREEBROOKE
10113 OAKTON TERRACE RD ......... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ........ OAKTON .......... $254,900 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............ 22124 ............................ THE OAKTON
10300 APPALACHIAN CIR #111 ....... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ........ OAKTON .......... $247,400 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............ 22124 .......... FOUR WINDS AT OAKTON
2495 GLENGYLE DR #145 ............... 2 ... 1 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $242,600 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............ 22181 .................... MOSBYS LANDING
2791 CENTERBORO DR #173 ......... 1 ... 1 ... 0 ......... VIENNA ........... $229,900 .... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors ........... 22181 ....... MARQUIS AT VIENNA STATN
2426 GLENGYLE DR #233 ............... 2 ... 1 ... 1 ......... VIENNA ........... $224,500 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............ 22181 .................... MOSBYS LANDING
10302 APPALACHIAN SQ #304 ........ 2 ... 1 ... 0 ........ OAKTON .......... $219,500 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............ 22124 .......... FOUR WINDS AT OAKTON
10198B ASHBROOKE CT #126 ........ 2 ... 1 ... 0 ........ OAKTON .......... $215,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............ 22124 ........................ TREVOR HOUSE

OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY/SUNDAY,
JANUARY 26 & 27
When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com and click on the “This Week in Real Estate” link.

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times

Burke
6308 Swan Landing Ct......$609,000............Sun 1-4.........Suzanne Burch........Century 21..703-328-5606
6200 Fushsimi Ct..............$475,000..Sun 1:30-3:30.............James Nellis............RE/MAX..703-930-0655

Centreville
6487 Trillium House Ln.....$999,900.........Sun 10-4 ............Jean Marotta.......Birch Haven..703-402-9471

Clifton
6324 Deepwood Farm Dr..$579,000............Sun 1-4...............Ed Duggan.......Century 21 ..703-989-7735

Haymarket
1840 Ridge Rd.................$349,900 ............Sun 2-4........Billy Thompson..Samson Props..703 409-0340

Springfield
7262 Linden Tree Ln.........$459,950............Sun 1-4..Kathleen Quintarelli............Weichert..703-862-8808

Sterling
11401 Coyote Ct............$1,229,000............Sun 1-4...........Sheila Cooper............Weichert..703-759-6300

Vienna
1636 Crowell Rd...............$929,000............Sun 1-4.............Linda Welch............RE/MAX..703-250-8500
To add your FREE Realtor represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please contact Don Park
at 703-778-9420, or donpark@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings are due by Monday at 3 P.M.

Copyright 2012 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of January 15, 2013.

Real Estate
REACS, Inc., a minority owned commercial real estate company in Tysons
Corner (Vienna) has been named the
property management company for
Soapstone Center in Reston and
Pemberton Square Shopping Center in
South Riding. REACS, Inc. is a full service commercial management company
providing brokerage, property management, construction and maintenance
services to commercial property owners
in Virginia, Maryland, and Washington
D.C. For more information contact Steve
Anderson at (703) 734-0880.
Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage in McLean has anwww.ConnectionNewspapers.com

To have real estate information listed in the Connection, send to
vienna@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Friday.
nounced its sales associates who have
earned the company’s International
President’s awards. The winners include - Individual Achievements:
President’s Club - Linda Knowles and
Sue Jin Song.
Harper McDaniel, associate broker
with the CENTURY 21 New Millennium
McLean office earned the CENTURY
21® System’s CENTURION Producer,
President’s and Quality Service Pinnacle
Awards again last year following her
2010 sales success.
“Harper is a leader and innovator in
delivering powerful home buying and

selling choices to her clients because
she knows the community she serves,”
said Todd Hetherington, CEO and coowner of CENTURY 21 New
Millennium.
Harper McDaniel has more than 10
years of experience in the real estate
industry.
“Achieving CENTURION, President’s
and Quality Service Pinnacle Producer
status is a great milestone in my professional career and with a continued effort
and focus on my clients, I hope to continue on this path of success,” said
Harper, associate broker with CENTURY
21 New Millennium.
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BUSINESS OPP

Employment

703-917-6464
Zone 6 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday 11 a.m.

BUSINESS OPP

Engineer-GlobalLogic, Inc.
in Mclean, VA is seeking a
TELEPHONE TELEPHONE
A great opportunity to A great opportunity to
Sr. Lead Engineer
WORK AT HOME! WORK AT HOME! to assist in architecting applicaNATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
tions & creating design docs for
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits! No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!
modeling of software applications
301-333-1900
301-333-1900
☎☎ Weekdays 9-4 ☎☎ ☎☎ Weekdays 9-4 ☎☎ to be utilized by telecom solution
providers. Reqs Master’s w/ no
exp. or Bachelor’s + 5yrs exp. Must
Bookkeeper
have knowledge of or exp. w/ C#,
Connection Newspapers in Old Town Alexandria
.Net, VB.Net, SQL Server, Mihas an immediate opening for a Full Charge
croSoft web based technologies &
Bookkeeper. Duties include payroll, tax filings,
accounts receivable and payable, invoicing, general
WML. Send resume to: HR, Globledger and financial statements. Applicant must be
al Logic, Inc., 1420 Spring Hill
an expert in Quickbooks and proficient Microsoft
Road, Suite 155, McLean, VA
Excel. Applicant must possess a strong work ethic,
people skills, team attitude and be able to multi22102.
task. Near King Street Metro. Free parking. Flexible
hours, 24-30 hours/week. Email cover letter, resume
to resumes@connectionnewspapers.com

Presentation begins at 9:30

Learn about teaching at our school and finding
jobs in private schools. We welcome teachers of
diverse backgrounds and experiences.
Register online: www.sssas.org/educator
1000 St. Stephen’s Rd., Alexandria, VA 22304
(703) 212-2284

CLEANING

Home & Garden
connectionnewspapers.com
CLEANING

LANDSCAPING

A&S

A CLEANING SERVICE LANDSCAPING
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction GuaranteedAngies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648
ELECTRICAL

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:
Monday Noon

CONTRACTORS.com

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

LANDSCAPING
ANGEL’S

LAWN MOWING

Leaf &
Tree Removal

703-863-7465

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS

ELECTRICAL

Freelance Reporter
To cover news plus events features
in Mount Vernon. Rewarding,
flexible work, pay is nominal.
Email letter, resume plus clips to
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Saturday, February 2
from 9:00-Noon

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls
• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

703-917-6400

Advertising Sales
Work part-time in and near your home office
Enjoy commissions and flexible hours
Great opportunity for outside sales person to work primarily
in and near your home. Use relationship selling to create and
expand community print and internet advertising campaigns to
local businesses for Connection Newspapers, Northern Virginia’s
best-read community newspapers and websites.
Keep productivity high and commuting low while working
close to home. After a short training period, travel to our Old
Town Alexandria headquarters and production facility required
only once or twice a week during off-peak
traffic hours. Call 703-778-9431 for details.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

GUTTER

GUTTER

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned
Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES

IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

Great Part-Time Job Opportunities!

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827 Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

“Let us help you Re-imagine your Home”

703.373.7278
“The Best Homes are Built by US”

Historic Trades
Learn a trade and welcome guests to George Washington’s Distillery &
Gristmill, the Pioneer Farm, and the Blacksmith Shop. Help tell the story
of Washington the entrepreneur. Call Steve Bashore, Manager of Historic
Trades, at 703-799-6805 or email sbashore@mountvernon.org.

Design/Build
Large Additions, Second Story Additions,
Whole House Remodeling & Custom Homes.

Education Center/Hands-on-History
Help make history come to life for Mount Vernon’s youngest visitors in
the Education Center and Hands-on-History Center. Call Diana Cordray,
Education Center Manager, at 703-799-8602 or email
dcordray@mountvernon.org.
Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association is an Equal Opportunity Employer
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We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

R&N Carpentry
✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing
✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches
No jobs too large or small

Free est. 37 yrs exp. Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096
LAWN SERVICE

LAWN SERVICE

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.

LAWN SERVICE
MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES
Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483

www.ushc.info

703.919.4456
Free Estimates
www.ReynoldsLandscapingOnline.com

320-B Maple Ave. East, Vienna, VA 22180

Mansion Tour Guides
Welcome guests to the most visited historic home in America and give
engaging walking tours around the historic area. Call Jeremy Ray, Asst.
Manager of History Interpretation, at 703-799-8629 or email
jray@mountvernon.org.

Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

Licensed
Insured

lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.

HRMail@MountVernon.org
P.O. Box 110, Mount Vernon, VA 22121 • Fax: 703-780-8320

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE
You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!

A&S Landscaping
• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
screened) • Erosion &
Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465

Licensed / Insured

INSTALLATION SPECIALIST

WET BASEMENT / WET YARD

Paver & Flagstone
Patios / Walkways
Retaining Walls
Stacked Field Stone
Plants / Trees / Shrubs

Water Proofing Foundations
Standing Yard Water
French Drains / Swales
Downspout Extensions
Dry River Beds

•No sub-contractors, or day labors. •15 Years Designing and Installing
•The Owner is physically on your job site. •On time and Professional.

“Let us help you Re-imagine your Home”

703.373.7278
“The Best Homes are Built by US”

Design/Build
Large Additions, Second Story Additions,
Whole House Remodeling & Custom Homes.

www.ushc.info

LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

320-B Maple Ave. East, Vienna, VA 22180
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Home & Garden
CONTRACTORS.com

connectionnewspapers.com
HAULING

PAINTING

AL’S HAULING

PATRIOT
PAINTING

Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris
Low Rates NOVA

703-360-4364
703-304-4798 cell
7 DAYS A WEEK

www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,
Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting
Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins.
Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

ANGEL’S HAULING

571-283-4883

Junk Trash Removal,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Garage/ Basement Clean Out,
Furniture & Appl.

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL
Brush & Yard Debris
Trimming & Topping
Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S Services

Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?
Try a better
way to fill
your
employment
openings
Rockville

Potomac

Dulles
Airport

Call: 703-912-6886
Free Estimates

1 Reston
Oakton

Chantilly

Centreville

6

Vienna

McLean
Arlington

4

Washington,
D.C.

3rd Generation Masonry Company
Family Owned & Operated Since the 1950s

MASONRY SPECIALIST, LLC
For All of Your Masonry Needs
Custom Design, Installation, Repairs & Restoration

BRICK - FIELDSTONE
FLAGSTONE - CONCRETE
EP Henry & Belgard Pavers
Patios, Walkways, Driveways, Retaining & Decorative Walls

703-443-2308

Go to www.masonryspecialist.com for ideas, pictures & coupons!
All Work Guaranteed - Licensed & Fully Insured
Class A License #VA2705087240A

ROOFING

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)
Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

Results! Why,
man, I have
gotten a lot
of results.
I know several
thousand things
that won't work.
-Thomas A. Edison

101 Computers

➣
➣
➣
➣

❖

Serving the Area Since 1995

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Speed up Slow Computers
Troubleshooting
Virus Removal
Computer Setup

North
Clifton

Burke
Historic
Clifton Fairfax Springfield
Station

2

3

Laurel
Hill

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.
• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.
• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

No job too small

102 Instruction

102 Instruction

Call today and learn how this
time-saving extra edge can improve
your grades while investing less time
Use my proven study techniques to improve
results while saving time!
Dean’s List college graduate with 7 years of
experience offers individual tutoring
throughout Northern Virginia.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Accounting/Finance Degree. All grade levels,
specializing in math,
English as first or second language, Spanish.
Call Hal @
(703) 864-6616. Tutoring rate is $50/hr.
20% Off first session
when you mention this ad

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

703-975-2375

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

falconroofinginc.com

Newspapers & Online

703-917-6464
classified@connection
newspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

(571) 265-2038 ❖ jsmithhdi@aol.com

Fairfax

MASONRY

We pay top $ for antique
furniture and mid-century
Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING,
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry
and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks.
Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.
Email:theschefers@cox.net

JENNIFER SMITH

Chevy
Bethesda Chase

Great
Falls

26 Antiques

ABC LICENSE
BOH Concepts, LLC trading
as Mediterranee, 10123 Colvin
Run Rd, Great Falls, VA
22066. The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine and
Beer On and Off Premises;
Mixed Beverage Restaurant license to sell or manufacture
alcoholic beverages.
Edward Marine, member
NOTE: Objections to the issunace of this license must be
submitted to ABC no later than
30 days from the publishing
date of the first of two required
newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered
at www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

5
Herndon

ABC LICENSE
AMERPAK INC trading as
Bennigan’s Restaurant, 8201
Greensboro Dr, suite 109 &
111, Mclean, VA 22102.
The above establishment is
applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)
for a wine and beer on premises, mixed beverages license
to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages. Mazhar Chughtai, President
NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be
submitted to ABC no later than
30 days from the publishing
date of the first of two required
newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered
at www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200

101 Computers

North
Potomac

Drainage Problems

MASONRY

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:
Monday Noon

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

•Patios • Walkways
•Retaining Walls
•Landscape Makeovers

Classified

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls
• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

703-917-6400

CLASSIFIED • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com
or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411
EMPLOYMENT • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com
or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411
Please Check
Kenneth B. Column
Next Week!
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News

Photo Courtesy of Head Coach Heidi Stafford

The James Madison Varsity Dance Team placed first out of 10 teams in the Large Varsity
Pom division and third out of seven teams in the Large Varsity Jazz division.

James Madison Dance Team Wins Large Varsity Pom Division
he James Madison Varsity Dance Team competed at the 2012 Mason Dance Team Invitational on Sunday, Dec. 9, among 32 other
dance teams. The Madison Dance team placed first
out of 10 teams in the Large Varsity Pom division
and third out of seven teams in the Large Varsity

T

Jazz division. This is the second year the team has
competed in the varsity pom category under coaches
Heidi Stafford and Maggie Foarde, and the first year
they have won their division. The team will travel to
Orlando, Fla. in early February to compete at the
National Dance Team Championships.

Attending Inauguration
Marcia Chamblin, who attended President Barack
Obama’s second inauguration with her sister Mary
Kay Houck, says she arrived at the Vienna Metro
station at 5:30 a.m. to avoid crowded trains.

Photo by Marilyn Campbell
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Wounded Warriors
Find ‘Best Friends’
From Page 11
ter, a state-of-the-art facility
dedicated to the diagnosis,
clinical care and research of
Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) as
well as to the psychological conditions that affect service members and their families. Therapists at NICoE have discovered
that teaching service members
and veterans with combat stress
to train service dogs for their
fellow Wounded Warriors has
shown promise as being therapeutic and healing for the Warrior-trainers.
Yount explains, “The most important benefit is the connection between the service member and the dog in training—as
well as the sense of value that
he or she gains from contributing to the well-being of another
Wounded Warrior.”
Meg Daley Olmert is the author of “Made For Each Other:
The Biology of the Human-Animal Bond,” the first book to
explore the chemistry humans
and animals can trigger in each
other that creates the powerful
sense of attachment we feel for
each other and that fills us with
a deep sense of well-being.
Olment is also WCC’s director
of research and development.
“Soldiers who work with dogs
have lower anxiety levels and
less stress,” says Olmert.
“Service dogs are beneficial to
veterans in a myriad of ways.
Their dogs help them remove
shoes and socks, retrieve food
and drinks from refrigerators,
turn lights on and off, pull their
wheelchair, assist them with
anxiety when they are triggered
by sights, sounds, smells or
crowded areas and much more.
They also help them become
more social—the dog serves as
a social lubricant and buffer between the Wounded Warrior and
the public. These service dogs
improve the quality of life for
combat veterans by providing a
constant and familiar source of
support. Additionally, they aid a
Warrior in his or her entry back
into a non-combat world.”
During the first week of the
initial pilot program at the VA,
Yount noticed a Marine sitting
by himself looking sullen and
depressed.
“Will you help me train service dogs to help other veterans? I could really use your
help,” Yount implored.

After some thought, the Marine replied, “I guess I can help,
but I don’t know anything about
training dogs.” The following
day, a therapist asked the Marine if he liked working with the
dog. The Marine responded,
“Now I have a reason to get up
in the morning.” He had reconnected with meaning and purpose in his life and that, as he
put it, “saved his life.”
THIS MARINE, Sgt. Jon Gordon, has stepped up to help his
fellow Wounded Warriors. He is
now an intern at the NICoE in
the service dog-training program. WCC’s black Labrador
retriever “Birdie” has become
his training project. When
Birdie started spending the
night with Gordon, the combat
veteran was finally able to sleep
more than six hours a night
without nightmares—a stark
difference from his former sleep
habits of five hours per week.
Sgt. Gordon said, “I taught
Birdie to accept noises such as sirens and loud blasts—noises that
used to freak me. He learned to
open doors, deal with the unexpected and obey voice commands.” After just six months in
the training program, Sgt. Gordon now socializes with others,
his demeanor is more positive
and his 5-year-old daughter came
to stay with him for the summer.
“Training a dog is helpful in dealing with my daughter—there is
a correlation between the skills
that I need for parenting and for
training my dog. I learned patience, to always give positive
feedback and to use behavior
modification techniques. Consistency is important too.”
When asked how he will feel
when he has to give the dog
away, Sgt. Gordon states, “I
know it will be like parting with
my best friend. But I’m happy
to have been able to do this for
a fellow vet who needs him
more than I do.” When he
leaves the program, Sgt. Gordon is planning to study occupational therapy in Michigan
and continue training service
dogs for fellow veterans.
To become involved in Warrior
Canine Connection or to donate
to this cause, view their website
at warriorcanineconnection.org.
For corporate donations or to
discuss a major gift, call 301260-1111.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

