
McLean Connection  ❖  March 13-19, 2013  ❖  1www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

 online at www.connectionnewspapers.com

O
p
i
n
i
o

n
, 
P
a
g
e
 
8

 ❖
 E

n
t
e
r
t
a
i
n
m

e
n
t
, 
P
a
g
e
 
1
0

 ❖
 S

p
o

r
t
s
, 
P
a
g
e
 
1
6

 ❖
 C

l
a
s
s
i
f
i
e
d
s
, 
P
a
g
e
 
1
8

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
A

l
e
x
 
M

c
V
e
i
g
h
/
T

h
e
 
C

o
n
n
e
c
t
i
o

n

March 13-19, 2013

McLeanMcLean

Thomas Jefferson High
School for Science and

Technology senior
Katherine Ho of McLean
was given a scholarship

for being one of the
state’s top performers

in AP exams by the
Siemens Foundation.
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News

Facing STEM Challenges Head On
Thomas Jefferson senior Katherine Ho of McLean
awarded scholarship from Siemens Foundation.

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

F
or many students, AP
classes are a chore,
something taken to help
college standings or

boost GPA and the AP Exams are
dreaded all year long. For
Katherine Ho of McLean, chal-
lenges and problem solving have
been part of her life for a long
time.

“My dad used to give me riddles
to solve all the time, and it really
ingrained into me the idea to never
give up when you’re looking for
an answer,” she said. “Now that’s
become a big part of who I am.”

Ho, a senior at Thomas Jefferson
High School for Science and Tech-
nology, has been named one of the
Virginia winners of the 2012-13
Siemens Award for Advanced
Placement. The awards go to one
male and female per state, who
receive a $2,000 scholarship for
college.

THE AWARDS go to students
who have earned the greatest number of scores of
five on AP exams in biology, calculus, computer sci-
ence, environmental science, physics-mechanics,
physics-electricity and magnetism, and statistics.

Jennifer Harper-Taylor, president of the Siemens
Foundation, said that they focus on science, tech-
nology, engineering and math courses because “that’s
where the true innovators come from.”

“For 12 years we’ve been taking math, learning how
to solve problems in a book, but it’s exciting to be
able to use those concepts in more real life situa-
tions,” she said. “I’ve always found it to be a fun
challenge to take classes that everyone talked about
being nearly impossible.”

Ho has taken 10 AP classes during her academic
career, including many in the science, technology,
engineering and math subjects.

“We’re told a lot that a lot of our biggest accom-
plishments are done by people in their 20s and 30s,
so I’ve always believed it’s important to stay as moti-
vated as I can,” she said. “I don’t want to limit my-
self at all, and one of my favorite things about AP
classes is that you can often test out of intro classes
in college.”

In summer 2012 she had an internship at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, where she helped work
on an imaging probe that tracks the effectiveness of
cancer drugs.

“Last summer was my second year at NIH, I spent
the first summer learning lab techniques and last year
I was able to get into the research aspect,” she said.
“This coming summer I’ll be able to work in the hos-
pital itself, and I really hope to expand my knowl-
edge.”

While taking on a heavy academic load, Ho also
finds time to volunteer around the community, as
well as play on TJ’s lacrosse and cheerleading teams.

“I think there needs to be other parts of life than

just school, and sports are a fun outlet to help re-
fresh my mind and focus on things other than study-
ing,” she said.

SHE ALSO VOLUNTEERS with Lift Me Up, a thera-
peutic horse riding nonprofit in Great Falls.

“My goal is to eventually integrate my STEM edu-
cation with my volunteer work,” she said. “I want to
find a way to help people on a day to day basis with
what I’ve learned, sort of like what I’ve been able to
do at NIH. There’s a big difference when it comes to
working in a lab and helping people face to face. I
plan to spend my college years looking for ways to
do that.”

Ho says she hasn’t decided which college she’ll be
attending in the fall, but hopes to study mathemat-
ics, engineering or physics.

Squash Across Borders
Lekgotla Masope competes in All
Africa Squash Championships.

Lekgotla Masope, a squash instructor at Regency
Sport and Health, with his partner Allister Walker,
recently competed in the All Africa Senior Squash
Championships in Namibia.
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By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

D
uring most of the year,
Lekgotla Masope is
teaching squash at the

Regency Sport and Health in
McLean. But for five days in
February, he was representing
his home country of Botswana
in the All-Africa Senior Squash
Championships in Windhoek,
Namibia, where they took third
place.

“It was a tough tournament,
with a lot of squash played. We
played three matches over the
first two days, then it was two
matches a day after that,” said
Masope, who has played pro-
fessional squash for the past
eight years. “I’m only used to
about one match per day.”

Masope, who is currently
ranked the 132nd in the world,
finished seventh in singles play,
and his teammate and partner
Allister Walker won. South Af-
rica finished first in team play.

“Windhoek is a high altitude,
which makes it a little bit
tougher to play, especially for
the U.S.-based players. It’s
about the same altitude as
Johannesburg, so a lot of the
South African players were
more used to it,” he said. “We
had to use a different ball than
we use in the U.S. too, because
of the altitude.”

He said they usually play with
a double yellow dot ball, which
has the lowest bounce, but for
this tournament they played a
green, which has more of a
bounce to it, as it’s meant for
high altitude.

Squash is a game similar to
racquetball, except played on a
smaller court with a ball that
doesn’t bounce as much. It is a
sport growing in popularity,
and Masope is trying to help
that along particularly with
youth in the area.

“A lot of people only know
about racquetball, but squash is
a more technical game, you re-
ally have to pay attention to the
bounce of the ball,” Masope
said. “It’s a more active sport,
players lose more calories, and
I find it a much more interest-
ing game.”

Ivy League schools now have
squash teams, and Masope said
it’s a good opportunity for
youth players to get into col-
lege.

“We take our youth players to
tournaments at Yale, Havard,
Princeton,” he said.

The event in Namibia was
Masope’s first seniors event,
before he played at the juniors
level. He said the senior circuit
represents a major step up in
play.

“They bring a lot of experi-
ence from their years of player,
it’s much more intense,” he
said. “It’s helped me a lot as a
player to go against them, it’s
one of those games where you
learn something every day.”

Masope will be representing
Botswana in the World Team
Championship in France in
June. He will be training with
Walker, who lives in Baltimore.

He also said his future goals
include starting a program to
bring squash to more under-
privileged children.

Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technol-
ogy senior Katherine Ho of McLean received a scholar-
ship for being one of the state’s top performers in AP
exams by the Siemens Foundation.
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Thomas Jefferson senior Katherine Ho,
who was awarded a scholarship by the
Siemens Foundation for her performance
on AP exams. Ho was one of two awardees
from Virginia.

McLean Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or mclean@connectionnewspapers.com
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The County Line

Bicyclists Pedal Onward, Despite Legislative Losses
FABB promotes
extended hours
on W&OD Trail.

A group of local cyclists take advantage of the good
weather during a ride to Tysons Corner. To find “bike-
friendly” paths in Fairfax County, go to
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot/bike/bikemap.
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More Information
Want more information on how to bike locally? Check out these websites:
For a copy of Fairfax County’s bicycle maps and trails:
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot/bike/bikemap.htm
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/trails/maps.htm
www.fabb-bikes.org/resources.html
❖To help plan your bicycle trip online:
www.ridethecity.com/dc
www.wmata.com/ridertools/tripplanner
❖To get involved in bicycle advocacy:
www.fabb-bikes.org
www.waba.org
(FABB is affiliated with the Washington Area Bicyclist Association, an advo-

cacy group for the D.C. metro area.)

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

A
s the weather gets
warmer and the days
get longer, Northern
Virginia bicyclists are

back on the roads and trails, de-
spite the Virginia General
Assembly’s antipathy for bike
safety bills this session.

“Between us, BikeVirginia,
RideRichmond, WABA, RABA,
TBA, and other groups across the
commonwealth, we put a lot of
energy into getting cycling-
friendly legislation through during
the 2013 General Assembly ses-
sion,” said Michael Gilbert, co-
founder of RideRichmond on the
VBF website. “Unfortunately, none
of it came to fruition.”

State Senator Chap Petersen (D-
34), who introduced several un-
successful bike safety bills this ses-
sion, said he was baffled by the
defeat of his “dooring” bill, which
would have required motorists to
open their doors safely when there
is oncoming traffic. The maximum
civil penalty for recklessly swing-
ing car doors open was $100. The
bill generated the most atten-
tion—and optimism from bike
advocates—when it sailed through
the Virginia Senate and a House
transportation subcommittee.

But the House Transportation
Committee swung the door shut
on “dooring” when it voted 7-7  on
the question of reporting it to the
full House, since a tie vote equals
a loss in the General Assembly. On
his blog—OxRoadSouth—

Petersen said his bill was “logical,
fair and simple.

“It simply stated that a driver,
who is opening a car door near
moving traffic, must be account-
able for any accidents caused by
that open door,” Petersen said.

“Why is this relevant? Am I re-
stricting personal freedom? Com-
mon sense? No, it’s about safety.
As bike lanes become more preva-
lent in our urban areas, ‘dooring’
has become a major threat to cy-
clists. … Since drivers are in the
best position to avoid ‘dooring’
accidents, that is only fair,”
Petersen said, adding that more
than 20 states, including Maryland
and D.C., already have this law.

But area bicyclists refused to be
sidelined by these legislative de-
feats. Fairfax Advocates for Better
Bicycling put out its newsletter this
weekend, sharing the following in-

formation:

W&OD Trail
Extended Hours

The W&OD Trail is now open
from 5 a.m. to 9 p.m. between
Shirlington and Herndon. The
Northern Virginia Regional Park
Authority recently installed signs
along the trail showing the new
hours and requirements for use
after dark.

“This is good news for bike com-
muters and other people who need
to use the trail at night,” said Bruce
Wright, chairman of FABB. “Most
commuters currently ride on the
trail after dark because they have
few safe alternative routes. …
These new hours are experimen-
tal and could be expanded (or re-
stricted) in the future. If you have
comments, send feedback to
NVRPA.”

According to the Extended
Hours of Use Requirements, cy-
clists are required to “wear reflec-
tive clothing that can be easily
seen from the front and rear” and
to have a front and rear light. Trail
users on foot are also required to
have front and rear reflective
clothing and they “must carry a
light or wear a flashing light.”

Wright said FABB will be out on
the trail over the next several
weeks offering free lights to trail
users. See the FABB blog for more
details.

Bicycle
Master Plan

The county Bicycle Master Plan
was completed in July 2012.
“We’re hoping the plan goes before
the Planning Commission and
Board of Supervisors this spring,”
Wright said.

Parkway Trail
Now Open

Due to construction of the
Fairfax County Parkway overpass
at Fair Lakes Parkway, the adjacent
paved trail was dug up and closed
for many months. Finally a re-
placement trail is taking shape.
While parts of the new trail are not
paved yet, the trail is now open
between Route 50 and Fair Lakes
Parkway. FABB tried to get the
county and VDOT to provide a
signed detour for trail users
through a nearby neighborhood
while the trail was closed, but de-
spite numerous attempts, they
were not successful. “The Parkway
Trail is a major commuter and rec-
reational trail that never should
have been closed without a suit-
able detour,” Wright said.

2013 Bike to
Work Day

Registration is now open for

Bike to Work Day on Friday, May
17. Several events will be held in
Fairfax County: Burke VRE Sta-
tion, Fairfax Corner, Herndon, the
new Merrifield-Mosaic District,
Merrifield-W&OD Trail,
Collingwood Park (new), Reston,
and Springfield Metro at Walker
Lane, Tysons Corner Center, and
Vienna.

“We plan to have FABB reps at
each of these events to provide
route information, answer ques-
tions, and to ask people to sign up
for our e-newsletter,” Wright said.

Upcoming
Events

Many communities hold health
and environmental fairs such as
Earth Day, Arbor Day, and so forth
during the spring, and we encour-
age everyone to ride your bikes
and promote bicycling when you
attend these events.

❖Wednesday, March 20—FABB
Monthly Meeting

❖Tuesday-Thursday, April 9-
11—Fairfax County Budget Hear-
ings

❖Wednesday, April 17—FABB
Monthly Meeting

❖Thursday, April 18—Vienna
Green Expo

❖Tuesday, April 23—USGS and
Freddie Mac Earth Day events

❖Saturday, April 27—Paul’s
Ride for Life, Clean Fairfax Earth
Day event, and Be Fit McLean

❖Wednesday, May 15—FABB

Monthly Meeting
❖Sunday, May 5—Vienna Bike

Safety Awareness Day
❖Friday, May 17—Bike to Work

Day
❖Saturday, June 1—Tour de Fat
“Since 2006, Fairfax County has

become more bike friendly with
the adoption of the county-wide
bicycle initiative, but cyclists still
need better-connected bike routes,
secure bicycle parking and educa-
tion programs to help them travel
comfortably and safely,” Wright
said, adding that passage of the
Bicycle Master Plan is the group’s
primary goal.

“It contains a roadmap for mak-
ing Fairfax a bicycle-friendly com-
munity. Implementing the plan
will take a commitment from our
community leaders to building a
safe, connected bicycle network
that will benefit all local resi-
dents.”

“FABB is clearly focused on im-
proving our quality of life and
health by providing better oppor-
tunities for biking,” said Supervi-
sor Catherine Hudgins (D-Hunter
Mill).  “(The group) has already
completed a key goal of inform-
ing the community and providing
directions on how to improve bik-
ing opportunities with its wonder-
ful guide.”

Hudgins, who has backed many
cycling initiatives, said she thinks
cycling generally helps create
more livable, healthy and sustain-
able communities by “connecting
us as people.”

Fairfax Advocates for Better Bicycling Chairman Bruce
Wright and long-time cyclist Kerie Hitt get ready to bike
to their home in Reston after receiving an award from the
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors last year.
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Attorney/Accountant,
Former IRS Attorney

Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All Types of Federal, State,
Local & Foreign Taxes

Individual • Business
Trusts • Estates • Wills

Amended & Late Returns
Back Taxes • IRS Audits

• Civil Litigation
Business Law • Contracts

Robert Beatson II

703-798-3590 or
301-340-2951

www.beatsonlaw.com

132 Branch Road, S.E. • Vienna, VA
Visit www.maplewoodgrill.com for Specials

Maplewood Grill

Live Entertainment
Mon. thru Sat.

Brunch
Every

Sunday

Serving Our Neighbors and Friends for Over 26 YearsServing Our Neighbors and Friends for Over 27 Years

 703-281-0070

Open
Saturdays
for Lunch

Celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day

with Fine Irish Fare
Saturday & Sunday

Faith

Faith Notes are for announcements and
events in the faith community. Send to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

The St. Francis Choir of St. Francis
Episcopal Church, 9220 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls, presents a perfor-
mance of the Requiem by John Rutter
on Sunday, March 17, at the 11 a.m.
service featuring soloists Catherine Jus-
tice Lard and Sarah Marsden as well as
David Jonkevich, flute, Mark
Christianson, oboe, Otice Sircy, cello,
Nadia Pessoa, harp, and Conductor and
organist Virginia Sircy. 703-759-2082.

St. John’s Episcopal Church,
6715 Georgetown Pike, McLean, wel-
comes the community to a Good Friday
service on March 29 from noon to 3 p.m.
with a meditation given by Rector and
Reverend Edward O. Miller, Jr. on the
seven last words of Christ. The sermon
precedes a rendition of The Seven Last
Words of Christ, sung by the choir; all
are welcome to attend any portion of the
service. The St. John’s Choir will sing St.
John Passion Oratorio by George
Frederic Handel at 7:30 p.m. at a service
beginning with the Good Friday Liturgy.
703-356-4902 or
www.stjohnsmclean.org.

St. Francis Episcopal Church,
9220 Georgetown Pike in Great Falls,
offers three Sunday services and a host
of musical, educational, outreach, and
fellowship ministries to enrich spiritual
growth. 7:45 a.m. Worship Service with-
out music; 9 a.m. Worship Service,
Children’s Chapel and Children’s Choirs;
10 a.m. Sunday School and Adult Fo-
rum; and 11 a.m. Worship Service with
Adult Choir. 703-759-2082.

NEWS INTERNS
Educational opportunity to work
with award-winning editors on
local news coverage, including
politics, elections, community
events, local insiders’ guides,
news feature writing, website and
online news management and
more. Internships require a com-
mitment of at least six weeks, 16-
40 hours a week. Please e-mail a
statement of interest and a
resume to cbryan@connection
newspapers.com
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People

Churchill Road Spelling Bee Winners (from right)
Matthew Cox (first), Soumya Peri (second) and Eric
Gan (third) show off their ribbons. Also pictured are
teacher sponsors Cindy Zemke, Jennifer Williams and
Jan Clark.

Spelling Bee Champion

O
n Feb. 11, Churchill
Road crowned a new
spelling bee cham-

pion. After 12 rounds among 20
finalists, sixth grader Matthew
Cox took first place by correctly
spelling the word “salubrious.”
He will go on to represent CRS
at the county bee on March 12
at Lanier Middle School. Sixth
graders Soumya Peri and Eric
Gan placed second and third,
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respectively. The spelling bee ran
flawlessly thanks to the efforts
of PTA sponsors Rajee Ramesh,
Shivu John, and Liz Holzfapel
(pronouncer). CRS teachers Jen-
nifer Williams, Cindy Zemke and
Jan Clark handled the word list
and selection and helped con-
duct the bee. Organizers
thanked participants for their
hard work and outstanding
spelling at this year’s bee.

McLean, Fairfax Students Win State Cybersecurity
Championship

Arlan Jaska, 17, of McLean Collin Berman, 18, of McLean

T
he future of national se-
curity may lie in the hands
of a high school student

who competed in a cyber champi-
onship this weekend at George
Mason University.

Governor Bob McDonnell in-
vited an elite group of 40 students
from across the commonwealth for
the first ever “Virginia Governor’s
Cup Cyber Challenge.” The stu-
dents competed in NetWars: a
hands-on, interactive learning en-
vironment used by the U.S. mili-
tary.

Virginia’s state champions, from
first to third place, are Arlan Jaska,
17, of McLean (Thomas Jefferson
High School for Science and Tech-
nology), Anirudh Bagde, 16, of
Fairfax (Chantilly Academy) and
Collin Berman, 18, also of McLean
(and Thomas Jefferson High
School). These students won
scholarships of $5,000, $3,000
and $2,000, respectively. All par-
ticipants walked away with new
information and insights on
cybersecurity careers.

This state championship was
organized by the Cyber Aces Foun-
dation, a Bethesda, Md.-based

nonprofit working to discover and
develop a talented new
cybersecurity workforce.

That workforce is already highly
in demand, with cyberattacks in-
creasing faster than technologists
can counter them. Former Defense
Secretary Leon Panetta warned of
a “Cyber Pearl Harbor,” adding,
“Our most important investment
is in skilled cyber warriors needed
to conduct operations in
cyberspace.”

“Similar to our shortage of
fighter pilots at the start of World
War II, now we have a critical
shortage of skilled cyber defend-

ers,” said Cyber Aces Founder Alan
Paller. “And like the pilot training
programs of that era, Cyber Aces
initiatives like this state champi-
onship are how we will create the
specialists we need.”

The 40 state championship par-
ticipants were the top performers
in a series of online tutorials and
quizzes completed by more than
700 Virginia students. The cham-
pionship tested them in system
hardening, packet analysis, digital
forensics and vulnerability assess-
ment.

Virginia’s was the first in a grow-
ing series of state championships.
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Opinion

Hybrid Hijinks Discouraging innovation
in high-tech Virginia.

Editorials

C
onsider this as a possible scenario
(although perhaps we should have
saved this for April 1): Fewer
people are smoking, and many of

those who do are smoking less. Virginia’s ciga-
rette tax, the lowest of any state at 30 cents a
pack, is a declining revenue source. Higher
cigarette taxes are proven to reduce smoking.
Under current logic in the commonwealth,
there would be two courses of action to raise

revenue: a) cut the cigarette
tax, and b) charge non-smok-
ers a fee to make up the dif-
ference and to compensate for

the fact that they don’t pay cigarette taxes.
This is basically the convoluted approach that

leads to the $100 annual hybrid fee as part of
Virginia’s proposed transportation plan, to help
make up for the reduced tax on gas.

The annual $100 surcharge for owners of
hybrids vehicles should be stripped out of the
transportation bill. Something that could add
$1,000 to the price of owning a car over a nor-
mal period of time discourages innovation and
punishes people who are trying to reduce pol-

lution and dependence on oil.
It also seems likely that the greatest concen-

tration of ownership of hybrid vehicles would
be in Northern Virginia, so it’s one more way
to extract more money from our region.

To replace these funds, plus a little, why not
charge an additional $100 annual registration
fee for any vehicle with a purchase price of
$40,000 or more? Or charge the additional $100
for any personal vehicle with a miles-per-gal-
lon rating of less than 25 miles per gallon high-
way, especially since the more gas your car burns
in Virginia, the more of a break you are receiv-
ing on the gas tax reduction. Or charge a slid-
ing fee based on the number of miles driven
and the weight of the vehicle (hint: the fee
would go up with the miles and weight).

Or raise, rather than reduce, the gas tax and
index it to inflation.

Sober on Saint Patrick’s
Day?

Saint Patrick’s Day has always been a holi-

day associated with alcoholic beverages.
You, and/or the young adults in your house-

hold, will naturally have a plan to celebrate
without drinking and driving. Plan to have a
designated driver. Plan to take public trans-
portation home. Plan to party at home or at a
friend’s house where you can spend the night.

If all of those plans fall through, however,
and you end up without a ride home when
you’ve been drinking on Saint Patrick’s Day,
the Washington Regional Alcohol Program has
a safety net for you, SoberRide — Saint Patty’s
edition.

WRAP’s 2013 Saint Patrick’s Day SoberRide
program will be offered on Sunday, March 17,
from 4 p.m. to 4 a.m. on Monday, March 18.
To receive a free cab ride home (up to a $30.00
fare), call 800-200-8294. You must be 21 or
older to use the SoberRide service. Last Saint
Patrick’s Day, more than 600 potentially im-
paired drivers made use of this service.
SoberRide has provided more than 57,000 free
rides home to people who otherwise might
have driven drunk.

See www.soberride.com.

Letters to the Editor

A Call to Reduce
Gun Violence
To the Editor:

Following the tragedy at Sandy
Hook Elementary School, a group
of Northern Virginia residents,
Concerned Citizens Against Gun
Violence (CCAGV), has been tak-
ing action to reduce gun violence
in our nation. In February, CCAGV
launched a grassroots effort to
gather signatures to show our rep-
resentatives in Congress that their
constituents want action on rea-
sonable measures to reduce gun
violence.  The group also rated
McLean area state senators and
delegates on their gun safety vot-
ing record and hosted a forum
with statewide and local public
safety groups to educate the pub-

lic on measures to reduce gun vio-
lence.

A recent poll conducted by May-
ors Against Illegal Guns found that
88 percent of voters in the 10th
Congressional District support
background checks and CCAGV’s
results are consistent: 90 percent
of the people we canvassed have
signed the petition to our federal
elected representatives urging
them to support universal back-
ground checks for all gun pur-
chases, limit magazine clip size to
10 rounds, and ban military-style
weapon sales. More than 1300 of
Frank Wolf’s (VA-10th) constitu-
ents have so far signed this peti-
tion. (The houses we visit are not
selected for voting history or party
affiliation; our volunteers walk
neighborhoods every weekend
and knock on every door.)

These results should not surprise
anyone. Poll after poll shows that
a majority of Americans want com-
mon-sense gun reform that re-
duces the number of illegal guns
on our streets and keeps guns out
of the hands of those who are a
danger to themselves and others.
People understand that, rather
than a means of protection, a gun
often is an instrument of escala-
tion, accident, and suicide. Most
people we talk to have not real-
ized that some 40 percent of gun
sales are made without any back-
ground check, enabling militarized
assault weapons such as the AR-
15 rifle used at Sandy Hook to be
purchased by virtually anyone. In
the Virginia Tech massacre, Virgin-
ians witnessed the horrible conse-
quences of weak gun laws that al-
low a person legally prohibited

from purchasing a gun easily to
obtain one.

Concerned Citizens Against Gun
Violence is working with other
community organizations includ-
ing religious organizations, the
Virginia Center for Public Safety,
Million Mom’s March, March on
Washington for Gun Control, Coa-
lition to Stop Gun Violence and
Moms Rising. Every week, we send
an email to individuals in the com-
munity with information and ac-
tions they can take to support lo-
cal and national initiatives to end
gun violence. Anyone who would
like to receive these updates or
support the activities of the
CCAGV is invited to email
ccagv01@aol.com.

Margot de Ferranti
McLean

 By Nadine Kassner

W
hy are we doing this? Why
are we going away from our
families for one year and

move into a family’s house we don’t
know? We are exchange students and
we wanted to learn more about another
country, about the culture, the language
and the people. With the Academic Year
in America we found an organization
that gave us the chance to study abroad
and that found nice people/families
who were willing to host us and who
welcomed us as normal family mem-
bers. We meet our Local Coordinator

Louise Hackman every month.
She always plans interesting and

funny things we can do together. Our
last meeting was on Saturday, Dec. 15.
We spent some time together at the Ar-
lington Cemetery National Wreath
Across America Ceremony and learned
a lot about it. We also laid down wreaths
on the graves. It was an impressive ex-
perience how the cemetery looked like
after the ceremony. All these new expe-
riences are the reason why this year is/
will be one of my best years in my life.

Nadine Kassner is a German exchange student
attending Herndon High School 2012-2013.

My Year in The USA

Exchange students participate in Wreaths
Across America Ceremony 2012.
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MCC to Hold
Public Hearing
On Programs on
March 20

T
he McLean Community
Center’s (MCC) 11-mem-
ber Governing Board will

hold its annual Public Hearing on
Programs at 7:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 20. The board
is asking residents of Dranesville
Small District 1A to come to the
meeting and share their thoughts
on center programs and services.
The regular monthly meeting of
the Governing Board will follow
the hearing. All meetings of the
board are open to the public. The
center is located at 1234 Ingleside
Ave.

Residents of the center’s tax dis-
trict who attend the meeting can
voice their opinions on current
center offerings and make sugges-
tions for improving current pro-
grams and/or adding new initia-
tives. The hearing is one step in
planning for the FY 2015 budget
cycle, which begins July 1, 2014.
The center is home to the Robert
Ames Alden Theatre. A satellite
program, The Old Firehouse Teen
Center, is located at 1440 Chain
Bridge Road.

Residents who would like to
speak at the hearing may call the
center at 703-790-0123, TTY: 711,
to have their names placed on the
speakers’ list so that a schedule
may be established. Residents may
submit written comments by mail,
fax (703-556-0547), email
(ellen.barial@fairfaxcounty.gov)
or in person up to seven days af-
ter the hearing.

Residents who want to find out
if they live within the center’s tax
district or who want more infor-
mation, may call at 703-790-
0123, TTY: 711, or visit:
www.mcleancenter.org/compo-
nent/content/article/153-about-
us/179.

Mclean Community Center
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SAVE THE DATE FOR:

The World’s Fanciest Rummage Sale
BENEFITING

Please Donate new (or like-new) items for Sale Now
Have a really big item to donate?

Contact Helen Kruger (703-748-4068) to make pick-up arrangements

Sunday, April 7th, 12-4pm
The Ritz-Carlton, Tysons Corner

Admission: $5 per Person
Members of the Military FREE with Military ID

On-site moving company available for hire for large item purchases.
 For more information, visit our event site.

http://www.fairfaxbgcgw.org/index.php/rummage-sale

Donations are needed!!!
Make your spring cleaning count this year.

Join us at this incredible event and get unbelievable items at ridiculous prices!!!
You cannot afford to miss this event!!!

Small items and clothing drop-offs may be made to the front of the Ritz-Carlton Hotel,
Tysons Corner with the Bell Staff. Please indicate that the items are for the Boys and

Girls Clubs Rummage Sale. Donation receipts will be available at drop-off.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 13
Paul Thorn. 8 p.m., at The Barns at

Wolf Trap, 1635 Trap Road, Vienna.
Former boxer turned bluesy rocker
Paul Thorn returns with his gritty
vocals and powerful Southern beats.
$24. 1-877-WOLFTRAP or
www.wolftrap.org.

THURSDAY/MARCH 14
Paint with Paper! 10 a.m.-noon, at the

Vienna Art Center, 115 Pleasant St.
N.W., Vienna. Collage artist Megan
Coyle demonstrates her mixed media
method of creating landscapes and
portraits with paper. 703-319-3971 or
www.ViennaArtsSociety.org.

2013 Spring Used Book Sale. 1-8
p.m., at Oakton Library, 10304
Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. The
Friends of Oakton Library hold the
sale featuring shelves and shelves of
books for bottom dollar. 703-242-
4020.

FRIDAY/MARCH 15
2013 Spring Used Book Sale. 10

a.m.-6 p.m., at Oakton Library, 10304
Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. The
Friends of Oakton Library hold the
sale featuring shelves and shelves of
books for bottom dollar. 703-242-
4020.

Johnnie Walker Whisky Night. 6:30
p.m., at Wildfire, Tysons Galleria,
third floor, McLean. Join for a special
evening at Wildfire, when we explore
and enjoy the most widely distributed

Entertainment

brand of scotch whisky
in the world, Johnnie
Walker; featuring Ewan
Morgan. $90. 703-442-
9110.

Chatham Baroque: The
Discovery Series. 8
p.m., at The Barns at
Wolf Trap, 1635 Trap
Road, Vienna. The
Pittsburgh-based
chamber music
ensemble Chatham
Baroque arrives at The
Barns at Wolf Trap to
perform renditions of
17th and 18th century
arrangements. $35. 1-
877-WOLFTRAP or
www.wolftrap.org.

SATURDAY/MARCH 16
2013 Spring Used

Book Sale. 10 a.m.-3
p.m., at Oakton Library,
10304 Lynnhaven
Place, Oakton. The
Friends of Oakton
Library hold the sale
featuring shelves and
shelves of books for
bottom dollar. 703-242-
4020.

BandHouse Gigs’
Tribute to Chrissie
Hynde & The
Pretenders. 7:30
p.m., at The Barns at
Wolf Trap, 1635 Trap
Road Vienna. Bethesda-
based BandHouse Gigs
joins forces with 35
local musicians to
recreate the music of
’70s rock legends. $25. 1-877-
WOLFTRAP or www.wolftrap.org.

Gypsy. 8 p.m., at the Oakcrest School,

Chatham Baroque’s unique instrumentation
(violin, viola da gamba, and theorbo), tech-
nical prowess, and gifts of improvisation
make their Friday, March 15, performance at
The Barns at Wolf Trap a must-hear evening
for baroque aficionados.
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850 Balls Hill Road, McLean. The
McLean Orchestra Concertmaster
Nurit Bar-Josef and NSO cellist James

Lee join for a performance of
Brahms’ Double Concerto for
Violin and Cello; post-concert
cake and champagne
reception. Adults: $40;
Seniors: $30; Youth: $15.
http://tinyurl.com/add2k58.

MONDAY/MARCH 18
Lunch n’ Life. Noon, at
Emmanuel Lutheran Church,
2589 Chain Bridge Road,
Vienna. ABC7/WJLA-TV Chief
Meteorologist Doug Hill
speaks on forecasting weather
and life at the educational
series for seniors and those
caring for seniors; blood
screenings available from 11
a.m. on. Reservations by
March 11. $10. 703-281-0538,
www.scov.org or
office@scov.org.

TUESDAY/MARCH 19
Good Food, Good People,
Good Fun and Some
Business. 6:30 p.m., at the
McLean Community Center,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
Suriyah Shahrill, wife of the
deputy chief of mission for the
Embassy of Malaysia,
accompanied by diplomatic
wives in Malaysian dress,
shares Malaysian textiles and
designs used in traditional
attire; cultural and culinary
treats as well as the annual
branch meeting potluck
dinner precede the business
meeting.
wwwmcleanaauw.org.

THURSDAY/MARCH 21

Computer C.O.R.E. Business to
Business Networking. 5-7 p.m., at
DaDomenico Ristorante, 1992 Chain
Bridge Road, McLean. A networking
event with light appetizers and door
prizes and a cash bar; two hours of
networking and meeting new people.
$10 (cash or check).
Gina@ComputerCORE.org.

FRIDAY/MARCH 22
“Never the Sinner.” 8 p.m., at 1st

Stage in Tysons, 524 Spring Hill
Road, Tysons Corner, McLean.
Playwright John Logan’s riveting first
play about the 1924 “crime of the
century.” General: $25; students: $15.
or 703-854-1856 or
www.1ststagetysons.org.

SATURDAY/MARCH 30
America’s Next Top Dog Fashion

Photo Contest. Patrick Henry
Library, 101 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
Bring in a photo of your dog (real or
plush) decked out in the latest
fashions, and your pooch could be
awarded the title of America’s Next
Top Dog. 703-938-0405.

FRIDAY/APRIL 5
2013 Asian American Chamber

Gala. 6-10 p.m., at The Westin
Tysons Corner, 7801 Leesburg Pike,
Falls Church. AACC Chamber Award
Gala recognizing businesses and
leaders of Asian & Pacific Island
descent who have made outstanding
contributions to the D.C.-are business
community and economy; cocktails,
dinner, auction and cultural
performances included. www.asian-
americanchamber.org/2013gala.

A Night of Music with Peter
Kolkay. 8 p.m., at The Barns, 1635

Trap Road, Vienna. The Wolf Trap
National Park presents the bassoonist
and first-prize winner of the Concert
Artists Guild Competition, Peter
Kolkay. $35. http://
purchase.tickets.com/buy/
TicketPurchase?
agency=WOLF_TRAP&pid=7295869.

SATURDAY/APRIL 6
Gustafer Yellowgold’s Rock Melon

Tour. 10:30 a.m., at the Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
Equal parts pop rock concert and
animated storybook, Gustafer
Yellowgold concerts are a truly
different multimedia experience. $10.
703-255-1566 or https://
jamminjava.com/events/gustafer-
yellowgold-april6.

Tour of the Bluebells in Memory of
Eleanor Weck. 11 a.m., at
Riverbend Park, 8814 Jeffery Road,
Great Falls. A guided tour of the
bluebells in the park in memory of
Eleanor Weck, founder of the Great
Falls TrailBlazers; light refreshments
follow. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/riverbend/visitorcenter.htm.

SUNDAY/APRIL 7
Run & Remember 5K Corporate

Challenge. 8:30 a.m. (7 a.m. day-of
registration), at Tysons Corner
Center, 1961 Chain Bridge Road,
McLean. Run to benefit TAPS, the
Tragedy Assistance Program for
Survivors, which honors fallen
military heroes by caring for those
who they loved and left behind; call
for info on sponsorships. 703-281-
1333 or www.tysonschamber.org.

FRIDAY/APRIL 12
MoveMENt: Christopher K. Morgan

and Artists. 8 p.m., at the Alden
Theatre, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
As part of the Artist-in-Residence at
the Alden program, choreographers
and dancers bring athletic,
contemporary dance; a collaboration
between male choreographer sand
composer/cellist Ignacio Alcover
perform with special guests. $25; $18,
MCC residents.
www.aldentheatre.org.

SATURDAY/APRIL 13
Tylan. 7 p.m., at Jammin’ Java, 227

Maple Ave. E., Vienna. Tylan,
previously of folk-pop group
Girlyman, tours with her debut solo
record, made in the year after losing
her 16-year partner and fellow
Girlyman member Doris Muramatsu
to leukemia. www.jamminjava.com.

SUNDAY/APRIL 21
McLean Orchestra Gala Midnight

in Paris. 6-11 p.m., at The Hilton
McLean, 7920 Jones Branch Drive,
McLean. McLean Orchestra’s annual
gala will feature extraordinary live
auction packages and world-class live
entertainment. $250. http://mclean-
orchestra.org/gala/gala-tickets/ or
http://mclean-orchestra.org/gala/.

FRIDAY/MAY 3
2013 ValeArts Spring ART Show:

Jewels of Color. 10 a.m.-9 p.m., at
Vale Schoolhouse, 3124 Fox Mill
Road, Oakton. ValeArts hosts the 17th
annual art show featuring more than
150 original oils, watercolors,
acrylics, and mixed media by nine
local artists. www.valearts.com.

SATURDAY/MAY 4

2013 ValeArts Spring ART Show:
Jewels of Color. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., at
Vale Schoolhouse, 3124 Fox Mill
Road, Oakton. ValeArts hosts the 17th
annual art show featuring more than
150 original oils, watercolors,
acrylics, and mixed media by nine
local artists. www.valearts.com.

Garden of Light Reception. 3-6 p.m.,
at Holiday Inn & Suites on the
Rooftop Patio, 625 First St.,
Alexandria. The Vienna-based
Bethany House of Northern Virginia
holds a garden party with a silent
auction, live music and refreshments
to benefit their family assistance
program, devoted to helping women
and children who have suffered
domestic violence regain health and
dignity through temporary housing
and support services. $55. 703-658-
9500, http://
gardenoflight2013.eventbrite.com or
www.bhnv.org.

SUNDAY/MAY 6
2013 ValeArts Spring ART Show:

Jewels of Color. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., at
Vale Schoolhouse, 3124 Fox Mill
Road, Oakton. ValeArts hosts the 17th
annual art show featuring more than
150 original oils, watercolors,
acrylics, and mixed media by nine
local artists. www.valearts.com.

SATURDAY/JUNE 22
BSA Troop 152 80th Anniversary.

4-8 p.m., at Lake Fairfax Park, 1400
Lake Fairfax Drive, Reston. The troop
sponsored by the Vienna Presbyterian
Church celebrates their 80th
anniversary at a party open to current
and former Scouts,  and adult leaders.
RSVP.
troop152.80thanniversary@gmail.com.

Silent Film Series
“Buster Keaton: Rare

– Reconstructed –
Rediscovered”

Wednesday, March 13, 7:30 p.m.
$10/$6 MCC district residents

An Alden Production
“Raggedy Ann & Andy”

Saturday and Sunday,
March 16 & 17, 3 p.m.

$10/$8 MCC district residents

Morning Movies
“Tootsie”

Wednesday, March 20, 10 a.m.
Free admission

Upright Citizens Brigade
Touring Company

Saturday, March 23, 8 p.m.
$30/$20 MCC district residents

Spring Break
Camps & Trips

Day Camps: March 25-28
Half-Day and Full-Day Options

Old Firehouse Teen Center Day Trips:
March 25-29

Send announcements to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.
For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

For a free digital subscription to
one or all of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to:
www.connectionnewspapers.com/
subscribe

Be the first to know – get your
paper before it hits the press.

Complete digital replica of the
print edition, including photos
and ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com
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CSMcLean.org,  ChristianScience.com,
ChristianScienceDC.org

To learn more about Christian Science visit:

Discover Spiritual Solutions at the

Christian Science Reading Room
6825 Tennyson Drive

McLean, VA  22101
Mon-Sat 10am-2pm _ 703-356-1391

All are warmly welcomed

Looking for
Peace-Look to God

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To highlight your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-778-9422

DAILY EUCHARIST:
Weekdays
Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM & 8:30 AM
Saturday, 8:30 AM

SUNDAY LITURGY SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM
1:30 PM Spanish Liturgy
5312 North 10th Street
Arlington Virginia 22205
Parish Office: (703) 528-6276

PARISH WEBSITE:
www.rc.net/arlington/stann

All Are
Welcome!

Anglican
  Restoration Anglican Church...703-527-2720

Assemblies of God
  Arlington Assembly of God...703-524-1667

  Calvary Gospel Church...703-525-6636
Baptist

Arlington Baptist Church...703-979-7344
Bon Air Baptist Church...703-525-8079

  Cherrydale Baptist Church...703-525-8210
 First Baptist of Ballston...703-525-7824
McLean Baptist Church...703-356-8080

Memorial Baptist Church...703-538-7000
 Mt. Zion Baptist Church...703-979-7411
Westover Baptist Church…703-237-8292

Baptist – Free Will
  Bloss Memorial Free Will

Baptist Church...703-527-7040
Brethren

Church of The Brethren...703-524-4100
Buddhist

The Vajrayogini Buddhist Center…202-331-2122
Catholic

St. Agnes Catholic Church...703-525-1166
Cathedral of St Thomas More...703-525-1300

Holy Transfiguration Melkite Greek
Catholic Church... 703-734-9566

Our Lady of Lourdes...703-684-9261
Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic

703-979-5580
St Ann Catholic Church...703-528-6276

St. Charles Catholic Church...703-527-5500

Vatican II Catholic Community
NOVA Catholic Community...703-852-7907

Church of Christ
Arlington Church of Christ...703-528-0535

Church of God – Anderson, Indiana
Church of God...703-671-6726

Christian Science
McLean - First Church of Christ,

Scientist...703-356-1391
First Church of Christ,

Scientist, Arlington...703-534-0020
Episcopal

St. Andrew Episcopal Church...703-522-1600
St. George Episcopal Church...703- 525-8286

St Johns Episcopal Church...703-671-6834
St Mary Episcopal Church...703-527-6800

St Michael S Episcopal Church...703-241-2474
St Paul Episcopal Church...703-820-2625

St Peter’s Episcopal Church...703-536-6606
St Thomas Episcopal Church...703-442-0330

Trinity Episcopal Church...703-920-7077
 Lutheran (ELCA)

Advent Lutheran Church...703-521-7010
Faith Lutheran Church...703-525-9283

German Lutheran Church...703-276-8952
Lutheran Church of The Redeemer...703-356-3346

Resurrection Lutheran Church...703-532-5991
Lutheran (Missouri Synod)

Our Savior Lutheran Church...703-892-4846
Nazarene

Arlington First Church of the Nazarene...703-525-2516

Non-Denominational
 New Life Christian Church -

McLean Campus...571-294-8306
Celebration Center

for Spiritual Living...703-560-2030
Metaphysical

 Arlington Metaphysical Chapel...703-276-8738
Presbyterian

Arlington Presbyterian Church...
703-920-5660

Church of the Covenant...703-524-4115
Clarendon Presbyterian Church

…703-527-9513
Little Falls Presbyterian Church

…703-538-5230
Trinity Presbyterian Church...703-536-5600
Westminster Presbyterian...703-549-4766

Presbyterian Church in America
Christ Church of Arlington...703-527-0420

 Synagogues – Conservative
 Congregation Etz Hayim...

703-979-4466
Synagogues – Orthodox

   Fort Myer Minyan...703-863-4520
Chabad Lubavitch

of Alexandria-Arlington...703-370-2774
Synagogues –

Reconstructionist
Kol Ami, the Northern Virginia
Reconstructionist Community ...

571-271-8387
Unitarian Universalist

Unitarian Universalist Church
of Arlington…703-892-2565

United Methodist
Arlington United Methodist Church

...703-979-7527
Trinity United Methodist Church

of McLean...703-356-3312
Charles Wesley United Methdist...

703-356-6336
Calvary United Methdist...703-892-5185

Cherrydale United Methodist...703-527-2621
Chesterbrook United Methodist

...703-356-7100
Clarendon United Methodist...703-527-8574

Community United Methodist...703-527-1085
Mt. Olivet United Methodist...703-527-3934

Walker Chapel United Methodist
...703-538-5200

United Church of Christ
Bethel United Church of Christ...703-528-0937

Rock Spring Congregational
United Church of Christ...703-538-4886

See Week,  Page 14

McLean AAUW
to Host Malaysian
Diplomatic
Wives

McLean Area AAUW will hold an
annual business meeting on Tues-
day, March 19, at 6:30 p.m. at the
McLean Community Center. Be-
fore the business meeting, there
will be treats, both cultural and
culinary. This branch meeting is
also an annual potluck dinner:
those with last names beginning
with A through H are asked to
bring a main dish, names begin-
ning I through R a side dish or
salad, and those with last names
beginning with S through Z a des-
sert. Beverages will be provided.

The meeting begins at 6:30 p.m.
by welcoming Suriyah Shahril, the
wife of the deputy chief of mission
for the Embassy of Malaysia, who
will talk about Malaysia with a
focus on Malaysian textiles and
designs used in traditional Malay-
sian attire. She will be joined by
several diplomatic wives who will
be wearing traditional Malaysian
dresses.

During the business meeting,
branch members will vote on 10
proposed bylaws amendments and
six changes to the branch stand-
ing rules.

The next McLean AAUW Branch
meeting is the Annual Author’s
luncheon on April 12 at 11:30 a.m.
which will be catered and features
Sara Fitzgerald, author of Elly
Petersen: “Mother” of the Moder-
ates.

Vienna Quilt
Shop Becomes
‘Quilt Shop of
McLean’

After 25 years, the Vienna Quilt
Shop, home of the “Quilt Doc-

Week in McLean

tor®,” will be moving, effective
April 1, 2013. The new signature
“Quilt Shop of McLean” will be
located at 6724 Curran St. in
McLean.

The larger fabric design center
will continue to provide distinctive
personal detailing, restoration and
custom work in contemporary and
vintage textiles. The work encom-
passes such recent projects as re-
storing a puppy chewed antique
quilt, reweaving a civil war cover-
let and arranging school memora-
bilia in quilt form to cherish for-
ever.

To fully ensure customer satis-
faction, all custom work at the ate-
lier is done under the watchful eye
of Clara Sue Ashley, a textile spe-
cialist with the company for 16
years.

The Quilt Doctor’s® owner,
Nancy Preston, and her profes-
sional staff extend a warm wel-
come to everyone. For more infor-
mation call 703-281-4091 or 800-
281-4010.

Wolf Announces
10th District Art
Show

The opening of the annual 10th
District Congressional Art Show
featuring works by area high
school students will be from 6-8
p.m. on Thursday, March 21, at the
George Washington University
(GWU) Virginia Science & Tech-
nology Campus in Loudoun
County, Rep. Frank Wolf (R-10)
announced. The show is free and
open to the public. The winner will
be announced at 7 p.m.

All submitted artwork will re-
main on display at the campus
until April 22. The winning piece
will be displayed in the U.S. Capi-
tol for one year alongside other
“Best in Show” entries from con-
gressional districts across the
country.
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The county has been at odds with the EPA over management of the 52-
square-mile Accotink Creek watershed for years.

Photo courtesy of the Department of Public Works and Environmental Services

EPA Will Not Appeal Court Decision on Accotink Watershed
EPA regulations
could have cost
county $300 million.

By Victoria Ross

The Connection Newspapers

T
he Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) effectively ended
a two-year legal battle with
Fairfax County when the agency

announced last week it will not appeal a
federal court decision favoring Fairfax
County’s handling of the Accotink Creek
watershed.

The agency’s decision follows a Jan. 3
ruling by U.S. District Judge Liam O’Grady,
who struck down an EPA mandate impos-
ing restrictions on the flow of water into
Accotink Creek, which could have cost
Fairfax County taxpayers as much as $300
million for storm water abatement.

In a nine-page opinion, O’Grady wrote
that storm water runoff could not be con-
sidered a “pollutant” under the Clean Wa-
ter Act, “so the EPA is not authorized to
regulate it.”

Monday, March 4, was the last day the
EPA could appeal the ruling.

“The [decision] is strong validation of
Fairfax County’s sound and successful strat-
egy for addressing our clean water goals,”
said Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
Chairman Sharon Bulova (D-at-large) in a
statement released last Tuesday. “Fairfax
County remains committed to improving
the health of the Accotink Creek as well as
other tributaries of the Potomac and Chesa-
peake in the county.”

The county filed a federal lawsuit in July
of 2012 after months of negotiations and
talks with EPA officials failed to yield an
acceptable compromise, according to
county officials. Faced with a regulatory
deadline, the lawsuit was the county’s only
recourse.

FILED JOINTLY with the state of Virginia
on behalf of the Virginia Department of
Transportation, the lawsuit claimed the
EPA’s regulations vastly exceeded its legal
authority and would create a “massive ex-
pansion” of the EPA’s regulatory power if
left unchallenged.

The board’s decision during the 2012
presidential election to join forces with
Virginia’s conservative attorney general, the
state’s Republican gubernatorial nominee,
was “politically difficult,” and showed “just
how egregious the EPA’s actions are here,”
said Braddock Supervisor John Cook, one
of three Republicans on the Democrat-con-
trolled board.

Bulova (D-at-large) said the board be-
lieved putting aside partisan politics and
joining the state in the legal action was nec-

essary to strengthen the lawsuit against the
EPA.

In a statement last week, Cuccinelli said
the EPA mandate would have done “more
harm than good.”

“Its effectiveness was unproven and it
would have diverted hundreds of millions
of dollars Fairfax County was already tar-
geting for more effective methods of sedi-
ment control,” Cuccinelli said.

The county has been at odds with the EPA
over management of the 52-square-mile
Accotink Creek watershed for years. In
2011, the EPA decision to define the flow
of water as a “pollutant”—rather than sedi-
ment, the pollutant actually at issue in
Accotink Creek—was the tipping point for
Fairfax County.

“The EPA literally is treating water itself—

the very substance the Clean Water Act was
created to protect—as a pollutant,” Fairfax
County asserted in its complaint.

To comply with the EPA-mandated thresh-
olds for water flow meant Fairfax County
and VDOT would have to find ways to fur-
ther reduce storm water runoff, in some
cases by as much as 50 percent. VDOT offi-
cials said they would have been forced to
acquire significant amounts of private prop-
erty to build numerous new storm water
management structures.

Meeting those standards was unrealistic,
Bulova said. “I am pleased to be able to put
this legal battle behind us so we can focus
on addressing improvements to our water-
sheds and water quality.”

She said the Fairfax County has already
invested significant resources in develop-
ing 30 Watershed Management Plans cov-
ering all of the drainage areas in Fairfax
County. Each plan includes an assessment
of the existing conditions within the par-
ticular watershed and 10-year and 25-year
project plans for improving and protecting
the water quality in each watershed.

FAIRFAX COUNTY’S RECORD includes
more than $300 million in wastewater sys-
tem improvements and dedicated annual
funding for storm water system improve-
ments since 2006. In 2009 the county insti-
tuted a dedicated tax for storm water and
has since increased it to a current rate of
$.02 per $100 assessed value, or $100 per
year for the median home. The countywide
tax funds the $40 million budgeted storm
water program in fiscal year 2013.

“Investing in the health of Accotink Creek
and other tributaries in Fairfax County not
only improves local streams and rivers, it
provides downstream benefits to the
Potomac River and, ultimately, the Chesa-
peake Bay,” Bulova said.

“The EPA was way out of control on this,”
Cook said. “We have the best storm water
program around, and the EPA’s actions sim-
ply went too far.”

To have community events listed in
the Connection, send to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 13
Mom & Pop Stores in Great

Falls. 7 p.m., in the Great Falls
Library Meeting Room, 9830
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. The
Great Falls Historical Society
presents the history of the town’s
mom and pop stores, featuring an
in-depth account of Thelma’s
Store presented by friend Doris
Carpenter and a talk from Carol
Wright on Buck’s Store.
kathleenjm@aol.com.

James C. Macdonald Fine Arts
Scholarship Competition. All
day, at the McLean Community
Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean. High school students and
residents of Dranesville Small Tax
District 1A looking to further their
interests in the fine arts may
compete to win a $400 to $1,200
scholarship in dance, instrumental
music, vocal music, theatre and

visual arts; enter by Monday, April 1.
$15 entry fee. www.aldentheatre.org
or kathleen.herr@fairfaxcounty.gov.

THURSDAY/MARCH 14
Networking Mixer. 5:30-7:30 p.m., at

Lebanese Taverna in Tysons Galleria,
1840G International Drive, McLean.
Lebanese Taverna hosts the March
networking event meant for sampling
culinary delights and making new
contacts. $15 for members; $20 for
non-members.
info@tysonschamber.org.

SATURDAY/MARCH 16
The Smart Split. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at the

Women’s Center, 127 Park St. N.E.,
Vienna. A overview of the
fundamentals of the Virginia divorce
process with summary of fault/no-
fault grounds, child custody, spousal
and child support, property and
retirement asset division, health
insurance and considerations for
choosing an attorney/mediator. $55;
$45 for members. Register. 703-281-
2657 ext. 276 or

www.thewomenscenter.org.
Rock ’n’ Roll Half Marathon.

Donate to the Josh Anderson
Foundation for preventing teenage
suicide by giving to their largest
fundraising event and/or running in
the marathon. www.active.com/
donate/joshafoundation2013.

TUESDAY/MARCH 19
Avoiding Divorce Court I. 10 a.m.-1

p.m. at the Women’s Center, 127
Park St. N.E., Vienna. An overview on
how to negotiate or mediate
settlement agreements with focus on
strategies and pitfalls to avoid and
thorough discussion of each issue in
the agreement. $40; $30 for
members; $70 per couple; $50 per
member couple. 703-281-2657 ext.
276 or www.thewomenscenter.org.

THURSDAY/MARCH 21
 Avoiding Divorce Court II. 10 a.m.-

1 p.m. at the Women’s Center, 127
Park St. N.E., Vienna. An overview of
provisions of settlement agreements
covering standard provisions and

Women (AAUW) will host “Travel
Smart,” a presentation on how to
travel safely and wisely. 703-321-
7499.

SATURDAY/MARCH 23
The Targeted Job Search. 10

a.m.-noon at the Women’s Center,
127 Park St. N.E., Vienna. Learn
new ways to approach job
searching from professional with
25-plus years helping people get
the job they want. 703-281-2657
ext. 276 or
www.thewomenscenter.org.

TUESDAY/APRIL 2
Fiscal Year 2014 Budget

Presentation. 7 p.m., at Great
Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Dranesville
Supervisor John Foust holds a
town hall meeting to give
residents an opportunity to learn
about and discuss the proposed
FY 2014 budget.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dmb.

creative provisions. $40; $30 for
members; $70 per couple; $50 per
member couple. 703-281-2657 ext.
276 or www.thewomenscenter.org.

Youth & Education Reception and
Mini Expo. 6-8 p.m., at The
Gannett Building, 7950 Jones Branch
Drive, McLean. The 2013 mini expo
focuses on entrepreneurs celebrating
future leaders; the reception
showcases the accomplishments of
students in the Vienna and Tysons
Corner area and highlights
opportunities for schools and
businesses to partner.
info@tysonschamber.org.

Reclaiming Your Future. 6:30-9:30
p.m., at the Women’s Center, 127
Park St. N.E., Vienna. Get the
practical information needed from a
certified divorce planner to make
educated financial decisions; covers
all financial components of the
property settlement agreement. $50;
$40 for members. 703-281-2657 ext.
276 or www.thewomenscenter.org.

Travel Smart. 7 p.m., at the Patrick
Henry Library, 101 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna.The Vienna branch of the
American Association of University

Bulletin Board
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Week in McLean

The campus is located at 44983
Knoll Square, off Route 7 in Ashburn,
and the art show will be held in En-
terprise Hall.

For more information about the art
show, contact Donna Crowley in
Wolf’s Winchester office at 540-667-
0990 or 1-800-850-3463.

Spring Clean-Up at
Claude Moore
Colonial Farm

The Claude Moore Colonial Farm,
6310 Georgetown Pike, McLean, an-
nounces Spring Clean-up on Saturday,
March 23 and Sunday, March 24, from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Farm’s Spring
Clean-Up is an opportunity to help the
local living history museum and work-
ing farm prepare for the 2013 season.
Volunteers can rake leaves, clear and
mulch paths, haul brush and firewood,
move rail fences, waterproof outbuild-
ings, whitewash the colonial farmhouse,
split firewood, fill garden pots and more.
There are jobs for every age and skill
level. Families and groups are welcome.
The farm is not handicap accessible due
to woodland and gravel setting.

Picnic hot dog lunch and a compli-
mentary pass to one of the farm’s 2013
Market Fairs is provided. Bring work
gloves and dress for weather. Groups
must register by Tuesday, March 19.
RSVP to: volunteers@1771.org;
www.1771.org.

Community Garage
Sale and Recycling
Event on April 6

 The McLean Community Center
will host McLean Spring Community
Garage Sale and Recycling Event on
Saturday, April 6, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
1420 Beverly Road (intersection of
Beverly Road and Ingleside Avenue,
behind Giant McLean). Almost 60
sellers will be on hand. Selling
spaces are available for those who
would like to sell on a first-come,
first-served basis for $40. Commer-
cial vendors and/or flea market deal-
ers are not allowed at this sale, only
residents selling gently used house-
hold items. (MCC’s fall flea market
sale includes commercial vendors.)

Included in the spring sale is a re-
cycling and shredding event. Bring
your documents and computer hard-
ware, such as hard drives, to be dis-
posed of onsite during the sale. Also,
leftover sale items can be donated
to charity as a truck will be on site
for those collections.

To register as a seller, visit the
McLean Community Center website
at http://www.mcleancenter.org/
calendar/icalrepeat.detail/2013/
04/06/1059/79/mclean-spring-
community-garage-sale-and-recy-
cling-event.

News

Rooting for Transparency
Local settlement
group hot on heels of
anti-fraud land title
certification.

By Chelsea H. Bryan

The Connection

T
wo grandmothers, Myrna
Keplinger and Betty Reed, de-
cided in 2000 that it would be
nice to have an office space of

their own. So they opened a realty and
settlement office in the Mark Center in Al-
exandria and the two retired friends hap-
pily averaged 40 closings per month.
   Thirteen years and countless closings
later, The Settlement Group grew to become
the ninth largest settlement group in the
region, with six offices in Northern Virginia,
including locations in Burke, Franconia and
McLean. As for Keplinger—she had under-
gone as much professional growth as had
her business. Treasurer for the Virginia Land
Title Association, on the American Land
Title Association board of directors and an
active member of the communications com-
mittee, Keplinger has her hands full mak-
ing state and federal law accessible to
realtors and clients.

When asked if she had any idea in 2000
that she would be a de facto liaison between
legislators, realtors and their clients as well
as the founder of the ninth largest title com-
pany in the region, she said: “Not in the
least, no. But there’s been so many changes
in our industry. … I would say these changes
were caused by the real estate crash, four
or five years ago. It hit the housing indus-
try very hard. The government believed
there should be more legislation and that
had a trickle down effect.”

THE CHANGES Keplinger refers to largely
stem from the mandates of the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau, created in July
2010 in response to the housing crisis. Con-
gress passed and President Obama signed
the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and
Consumer Protection Act, which created the
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
which “consolidates most Federal consumer
financial protection authority in one place”
(www.consumerfinance.gov/).

Del. David Albo (R-42) introduced House
Bill 2253 into the House Finance Commit-
tee, which proposed changes in the Virginia
tax code, including on land preservation tax
credit. The bill, also known as the “Virginia
congestion relief fee,” did not make it out
of the committee, however. No other bills
currently in the General Assembly pique
VLTA interest, but the organization is wait-
ing for a Consumer Finance Protection Bu-
reau decision, promised to come out as early
as September 2013.

The item is on Closure Disclosure forms,
which are traditionally handled by mom
and pop settlement groups like Keplinger’s.
The Closure Disclosure form is a statement

summarizing what is going on with the
consumer’s money and what the transac-
tion costs them in the end. Settlement
groups use interaction with and knowledge
of the bank (lender), local laws about dis-
counts and refunds, realtors, clients—every
party involved—to draw up a settlement
with everyone in mind. The Consumer Fi-
nance Protection Bureau, however, has an
option to put the Closure Disclosure form
in the hands of lenders, who are not famil-
iar with the nuanced laws of every county
and state government in the way that com-
munity-rooted settlement groups are.

Kevin Pogoda, VLTA second vice president
and chair of VLTA’s Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau Task Force, said, “We’re ex-
cited about some of the changes that are
proposed; the thing we are nervous about
is who gets to prepare the form. Tradition-
ally the lender works with the settlement
company and functions like a gatekeeper.
They make sure all the requirements of the
form are fulfilled and then we create a state-
ment. There is an option that the lender
prepare the form. This scares us to death;

lenders are not there in the settlement
room. They are normally in a different state.
Just imagine the chaos that will result when
a California lender can’t make a change
because they are on a different time zone.”

VLTA Executive Director Karenlee Oreo
said, “Just last year in August we launched
two very needed certification programs for
the industry: title settlement certification
and title examiner certification. Myrna’s
group was the first to go through the settle-
ment certification, to get certified in the
state. We probably have close to 300 since
August that have gone through that pro-
gram. It’s foundational, it’s a voluntary pro-
gram but it gives them the certification cre-
dentials.”

That means banks won’t be afraid to do
business with settlement group’s like
Keplinger’s—and also won’t feel compelled
to indirectly fine them large sums to estab-
lish trust.

Now the VLTA is working to get their
settlement and title examiner certifications
into law. Oreo said that requiring higher
standards of knowledge and communica-
tion through certifications for settlement
companies and title examiners will not only
protect consumers and banks from fraud
and big refund bills, but will also lower
prices for anyone making a real estate trans-
action by streamlining the process.

DESPITE THE HOOPS AND RINGS of
fire that Keplinger, Oreo and Pogoda assist
settlement groups in jumping through since
the housing crisis, Keplinger believes that
2013 will be a good year. “I think that North-
ern Virginia real estate will have a very good
year in 2013. I talked to several real estate
agents and being on the Virginia Land Title
Association as treasurer I get to talk to real
estate agents quite often. House agency is
back on its feet, people are willing to buy,
willing to sell, 2012 was an increase in the
value of homes, and—people are getting
confidence in their government again.”

The Settlement Group, from left, Mike Minnery, Loretta M. Colom, Crys-
tal Jalali, Debbie Keplinger, Myrna Keplinger, Katie McGowan and Jer-
emy Brown.

Myrna Keplinger
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TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Visit our website
 for details!

Standard & Premium
Bath Specials!
Starting at

$4,950

Senior Scouts
(from left)
Christine Li,
Nadia Mushtaq
and Priya Miller
make their
‘Speak for Suc-
cess’ presenta-
tion.
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News

Brownie Scouts Trained to ‘Speak for Success’

A
t the Churchill Road Elementary School caf-
eteria on Friday evening, Feb. 22, McLean
Senior Girl Scout Troop 6974 led 21 Brownie

Scouts from four different McLean troops in a train-
ing program the Seniors developed called “Speak for
Success.” The McLean Girl Scout Seniors are: Chris-
tine Li and Nadia Mushtaq, both ninth graders at
the Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and
Technology, and Priya Miller, a ninth grader at Lan-
gley High School. As the culminating event of their
Girl Scout journey on the path to their Gold Award,
the Senior Scouts wanted to give back to the McLean
community and offer training to Brownie Scouts. “We
brainstormed as a troop and decided to develop con-
tent on a subject we’ve practiced. We also decided
to limit our training to Brownies, so we could de-
velop age-appropriate curriculum and have fun with
a great age group.” The Seniors started with the

pledge of allegiance and the Girl Scout Promise, broke
the ice with some opening questions, and did group
work so each younger scout had a chance to practice
her public speaking skills. The Brownies thought they
could use the training for school book reports, sci-
ence fairs and asking questions in class. They gained
courage, confidence, and character in a valuable life
skill demonstrating the essentials of Girl Scouting.
The Seniors agree that scouting has only gotten bet-
ter over the years they have participated, and en-
couraged the younger girls to remain in Girl Scouts,
continue to challenge themselves and to develop new
skills and friendships. The Brownies had lots of ideas
and knew just when to say “Yes!” to the speech as
they cheered on fellow scouts. Each participant was
presented a Certificate of Completion and a hand-
out of skills they learned, and enjoyed refreshments
and bonding with their new big sister scouts.

Senior Girl Scouts
from Troop 6974
Christine Li, Nadia
Mushtaq, and
Priya Miller with
Brownie Scouts
Kyra, Megan,
Ariana and Maya
from Troop 6945
proudly displaying
their certificates of
participation in
Speak for Success
training offered by
the older scouts.

HUMANE SOCIETY OF FAIRFAX COUNTY
Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3 • 703-385-PETS

Adoptions: By appointment only. • www.hsfc.org

THIS IS “GHIRADELLI”
Just like her name,
Ghiradelli is a sweet girl.
The minute she sees you,
she starts to purr. She is
loving and affectionate
and very social. She will
make a wonderful
companion and friend.



16  ❖  McLean Connection  ❖  March 13-19, 2013 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Sports
McLean Connection Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

Langley Boys’ Lax Looking for Fifth Straight State Title
Defense figures
to be Saxons’
strength in 2013.

The Langley boys’ lacrosse team will open its season Friday at home against Dominion.
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By Jon Roetman

The Connection

E
arl Brewer, who enters
his 19th season as head
coach of the Langley
boys’ lacrosse program,

has led the Saxons to four consecu-
tive state championships.

Brewer, whose Saxons have also
captured two region crowns and
nine district titles under his guid-
ance, prefers a positive approach
to coaching and likes to keep in
perspective that real pressure is
faced by parents paying a mort-
gage rather than students playing
a game. That being said, Brewer
knows anything short of a fifth
straight state title would result in
some unhappy campers.

“I think the expectations are
going to be if we don’t win a state
championship, people are going to
be disappointed—the fan base, the
student body, the players them-
selves,” Brewer said. “We have
some seniors on this team that
have been on three straight state
championship teams. For them, to

leave the legacy not to win it I
think would be sad for them.”

Senior captains Brad Dotson,
Robby Byrne and Luke Salzer were
part of the last three Langley state
championship teams. Byrne said
past success creates motivation.

“I don’t think it puts more pres-
sure (on the team), it just makes
us want to continue that legacy,”
he said. “It gets the young kids

going, gives them something to
work toward.”

Byrne, at 6-foot-3, and Dotson,
who stands 6-foot-6, are part of a
physical Saxon defense which fig-
ures to be the strength of the team.
Dotson was selected first-team All-
Liberty District and first-team All-
Northern Region last season and
will play lacrosse at Bucknell Uni-
versity. Senior Tyler Kovacs (6-3)

and junior Hunter Yates (6-0) will
also be contributors as
defensemen. Senior Clay Kennedy
is the Saxons’ goalkeeper.

“My defense is very big,” Brewer
said. “… They look like a college
team when you see them on the
field. And they’re talented too—
they’re not just big lummoxes.
They can run, they can dodge and
shoot, themselves. They play great

one-on-one [and] they’re all
smart.”

Salzer, a midfielder, had 25 goals
and 46 assists last season. He will
play collegiately at the University
of Delaware.

“He’s got the whole package,”
Brewer said. “We call him an old-
school middie because he can play
middie, he can play defense and
offense, he runs the field [and]
he’s a tough guy, too.”

Seniors Brian Ochoa and Jack
Reilly will also contribute as
midfielders.

Junior attackman J.T. Meyer re-
turns for his third season on the
varsity and is one of the Saxons’
top offensive threats. However,
Meyer suffered a knee injury prior
to the season and could miss some
time. Junior Billy Orme, seniors
Nick Guglielmo and Patrick
Kearney, and sophomore Weston
Simonides will also look to con-
tribute.

Langley opens the season with
a home game at 6 p.m. on Friday,
March 15, against Dominion—the
Saxons’ first test in their quest for
a fifth consecutive state champi-
onship.

“We’re out here having fun and
all,” Dotson said, “but at the end
of the day, we’re here to get busi-
ness done.”

Seventh grade girls from Our Lady of Good Counsel School in Vienna on
their basketball team in Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) in the Arling-
ton diocese: back row, coach Duane Knauf and assistant coach Ray Mills;
middle row from left, Kristen Jones, Cate Latessa, Tracey Mills, Katie
Skoff, Kirsten Knauf and Grace Atiyeh; and front row from left, Hannah
Gaffney, Rachel McFaul, Megan Nayak, Kelsey Shea, and Emily Cannon.

Seventh Grade Girls Win Eighth Grade Division
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The seventh grade girls from Our Lady of
Good Counsel School (OLGC) in Vienna,
playing in the Division 1 eighth grade
Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) Arling-
ton diocese basketball league, were tied
with St. James’ eighth grade team for the
season. When the team of 11 seventh grade
girls went to the championship game on
Sunday, March 3, at Annandale High School
and played the eighth grade St. James girls,
OLGC beat their opponent out, winning the
championship 38 to 35. They are the CYO

varsity champions for Division 1 in the Ar-
lington catholic diocese. Duane Knauf was
their coach and Ray Mills was the assistant
coach.

The girls are ages 12-13 and are all sev-
enth graders. They started out in the sev-
enth grade Division 1 league for the Arling-
ton Catholic Diocese. As a result of the
team’s large-margin wins, the commissioner
decided to move the team up to the eighth
grade Division 1 team to give them more
competition.

Oakton Baseball to Open Against
National District Opponents

T
he Oakton baseball team scrim-
maged defending state cham-
pion Lake Braddock on March 9

for the Cougars’ final preseason tune-up.
Afterward, Oakton head coach Justin

Janis said the team needs to make some
changes. The Cougars will have a chance
to show they’ve improved when they
travel to face Yorktown for the regular
season opener at 6 p.m. on Wednesday,
March 13. Oakton will face another Na-
tional District opponent two days later
when the Cougars host Washington Lee
at 6 p.m. on March 15.

“I thought today was a good learning
experience for us,” Janis said after the
Saturday scrimmage. “Any time you go
up against a good opponent like [Lake]
Braddock, I think that gives you a good
chance to kind of see what you’re made
of.”

Senior right-hander Matt Gregor will
be Oakton’s No. 1 starter on the mound.

“The biggest thing is he just throws
strikes,” Janis said. “He’s a competitive
kid, he’s very composed out there, he’s a
good leader—just by his body language
he makes his teammates confident.”

Janis is also looking for significant con-
tributions from senior middle infielders
Joey Bartosic and Mitchell Carroll, and
senior right-fielder Brian Burns, who was
a first-team All-Northern Region selec-
tion last season.

“We’re looking for (Burns) to step up
again as a leader,” Janis said, “and hope-
fully have the same kind of production
that he had last year.”

—Jon Roetman

Oakton senior Matt Gregor
enters the season as the Cou-
gars’ No. 1 pitcher.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
C

r
a
i
g
 
S
t
e
r
b
u
t
z
e
l



McLean Connection  ❖  March 13-19, 2013  ❖  17www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

MPA Board member Karen DuVal, Virginia State Delegate Bob Brink, MPA Board Chair
Bill DuBose, State Senator Barbara Favola, MPA Board member Margi Vanderhye, and
MCC Board member Robin Walker.

Franklin Sherman Elemen-
tary third grader Nathalie
Lang with her self portrait.

The Kingslow family with sixth grade son Sekou, of
Spring Hill Elementary, beside his evocative memory
painting of snorkeling.

T
he 32nd annual Youth
Art Show opened Sun-
day afternoon, March
10, at McLean Project

for the Arts. Sponsored by the
Woman’s Club of McLean, the art-
works of hundreds of McLean area
Fairfax County Public School el-
ementary students will grace the
walls of MPA through March 17.
Families came in droves to see the
art and chat with McLean area
FCPS principals and art teachers.
Opening on Thursday, March 21,
will be the Middle and High
School Youth Art Show.

For more information visit
www.mpaart.org or call 703-790-
1953. McLean Project for the Arts
is located at 1234 Ingleside Av-
enue in the McLean Community
Center.

MPA Hosts 32nd
Annual Youth Art
Show

The Wang family with their
family portrait painted by
Mia Wang, first grade,
Spring Hill Elementary.
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OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY/SUNDAY, MARCH 16 & 17

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com and click on the “This Week in Real Estate” link.

Burke
7023 Veering Ln ................. $559,950.......Sun 1-4....Kathleen Quintarelli............Weichert..703-862-8808
6203 Gemini Ct...................$379,950.......Sun 1-4....Kathleen Quintarelli............Weichert..703-862-8808

Centreville
6487 Trillium House Ln.......$964,900.....Sun 10-4..............Jean Marotta......Birch Haven ..703-402-9471

Chantilly
42344 Astors Beachwood...$830,000.......Sun 1-4 ......... Vera Buonafede...........Weichert ..703-501-5015

Clifton
12646 Water St................$1,125,000.......Sun 1-4...Carol Hermandorfer ... Long & Foster..703-503-1812
13912 Rock Brook Ct .........$589,900.......Sun 1-4...........Lisa Clayborne ... Long & Foster..703-502-8145

Fair Lakes
4435 Fair Stone Dr #202.....$189,500.......Sun 1-4..........Mike McDonald...Samson Props..703-400-2598

Fairfax Station
10005 Rough Run Ct..........$774,950.......Sun 1-4....Kathleen Quintarelli............Weichert..703-862-8808

Lansdowne
19396 Susquehanna Sq......$479,900.......Sun 1-4..............Sara Helmke...Samson Props..703-217-6181

Manassas
7996 Knightshayes Dr.........$550,000.......Sun 1-4................Karen Paris ..Keller Williams..571-220-7503

Reston
12393 Copenhagen Ct.........$617,000......Sun 1-4 ................Kirk Harper ... Long & Foster..703-585-8405

Springfield
6582 Forsythia St................$615,000.......Sun 1-4...........Dallison Veach.............RE/MAX..703-477-7920
7415 Jervis St.....................$524,900.......Sun 1-4......Christine Shevock.............RE/MAX..703-475-3986

Sterling
21127 Brookside Ln............$629,900.....Sun 1-4..J. Graeme MacHorton ... Long & Foster..703-777-2900

Vienna
2078 Hunters Crest Way..$1,595,000.......Sun 1-4...........Casey Samson...Samson Props..703-508-2535
9924 Browns Mill Rd.......$1,349,000..Sun 1-4:30..................Pat Bryant ..Keller Williams..703-893-9811
314 George St SW...........$1,175,000.......Sun 1-4............Mansoora Dar ..Keller Williams..703-564-4000
8183 Carnegie Ct #207.......$316,500.......Sun 1-4..............Vinh Nguyen...........Westgate..703-208-9999

Woodbridge
2219 Emporia St.................$269,900.......Sun 1-4.........Jonathan Brown...Samson Props..202-591-6837

To add your FREE Realtor represented Open House to
these weekly listings, please contact Trisha at

703-778-9419, or trisha@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings are due by Monday at 3 P.M.

HOW TO GET YOUR
ORGANIZATION’S SPECIAL
EVENTS IN THE CONNECTION

Calendar Listings
The Connection Newspapers contain a Calendar of
Upcoming Events every week. While we cannot guarantee
that every event we receive information about will be
listed, here is the information we need for your upcoming
event to be considered for the Calendar. We welcome
photographs of similar events held previously, which
sometimes appear with Calendar items.

Name of Event:
Day of the Week, Date and Time:
Name of the Place Event will Be Held:
Address of the Place Event Will Be Held:
Name and Phone Number for More Information:
Three Sentences Describing the Event:

Please submit your calendar information at least
two weeks before your event. Clear photographs from
similar previous events are always welcome.
All events should be open to the public. We give
first priority to free events. E-mail listings to:

mclean@connectionnewspapers.com
or mail to:
Calendar, Connection Newspapers
1606 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22314.

For more information, call 703-778-9410.

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Ronald E. Jerro,
September 5, 1936 – March 3, 2013

Ronald E. Jerro, 76, president of REJ Associates – a life and 
health insurance agency, passed away peacefully on Mar. 3 
at Virginia Hospital Center surround by his family and close 
friends after a long fight with myelodysplastic syndrome.

Ron was born and raised in Brooklyn, NY and graduated 
from Georgetown University in 1958. He served 3 years ac-
tive duty in the USAF and 25 years in the USAF Reserve be-
fore retiring with the rank of Lt. Col. After active duty, he 
worked in NYC for the family shoe manufacturing business 
for 3 years before entering the life and health insurance in-
dustry where he continued to work for 50 years. He also 
served as a volunteer and director for numerous non-profit 
organizations and was a Member of the Knights of Malta. He 
was married for 23 years, has 3 children and lived in North-
ern Virginia since 1966.

Ron was an avid pilot and scuba diver but more importantly 
he was a devout Catholic with a kind heart who spent the 
majority of his life helping people. He touched many lives and 
was so special to many in different ways…a loving Father, 
caring brother, loving uncle, best friend, big brother that 
some never had, mentor, hero, incredible source of inspira-
tion; and his unique sense of humor and enthusiasm were 
contagious.

Ron is survived by his brother John; ex-wife Susan Jerro of 
McLean, VA; three children, Will Jerro of McLean, VA, Kim-
berly McCorry of Arlington, VA and Melissa Jerro-Hencken of 
Catonsville, MD; eleven grandchildren, Billy, Lizzy, John, 
Luke, Patrick, Ella, Eli, Dean, Jack, Peter and Colin; and 
hundreds of other family members and close friends. He is 
loved and cherished by many, and he will never be forgotten.

Viewing is on Mar. 19 between 9:00-11:00am and 1:00-
3:00pm at Murphy Funeral Home - 4510 Wilson Boulevard, 
Arlington, VA; Funeral is on Mar. 19 at 7:30pm at Holy Trans-
figuration Church Melkite Greek-Catholic Church – 8501 
Lewinsville Rd, McLean, VA and Prayer Service and Burial is 
on Mar. 20 - prayer service is at 8:45am at the Fort Myer Me-
morial Chapel -101 McNair Rd, Arlington, VA 22211 immedi-
ately followed by the burial at Arlington National Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, please send tax deductible contribution 
checks made out to Gonzaga College High School and des-
ignated for the Ronald E. Jerro Endowed Scholarship.   The 
school's address is 19 Eye Street, NW. Washington, D.C. 
20001.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038 ❖ jsmithhdi@aol.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

Call today and learn how this 
time-saving extra edge can improve 

your grades while investing less time

Use my proven study techniques to improve 

results while saving time!

Dean’s List college graduate with 7 years of  

experience offers individual tutoring 

throughout Northern Virginia.

Accounting/Finance Degree. All grade levels, 

specializing in math,

English as first or second language, Spanish. 

Call Hal @

(703) 864-6616. Tutoring rate is $50/hr.

2200%%  OOff ff   ff ii rrsstt   sseessss iioonn  

wwhheenn  yyoouu  mmeenntt iioonn  tthh ii ss   aadd

102 Instruction 102 Instruction

21 Announcements
ABC License

MWB DEVELOPMENT 1, LLC
trading as World of Beer, 901 
N. Gleve Road, #105, Arling-

ton, Virginia 22203-1853.  The 
above establishment is apply-
ing to the VIRGINIA DEPART-

MENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL for a 
Mixed beverages on premises 
license to sell or manufacture

alcoholic beverages. Evan 
Matz, Managing Member.  

NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 

submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first two required 

newspaper legal notices.  
Objections should be regis-

tered at www.abc.virginia.gov 
or 800-552-3200

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

31yr OLD SALES COMPANY

LOOKING FOR CLOSERS!!!

• Looking for the best of the best phone
salespeople in or near the 20190 zip 
code.

• Must have 2yrs or more of successful
outbound B2B phone sales experience.

• We supply the phone, computer and 
desk, all you need to bring is your 
A-game!

• Paid training and weekly performance
based bonuses immediately!

• If   fast    paced    inside    sales   is   an 
environment you thrive in, you need to 
apply now!

• Serious applicants only, please call  
Greg

800.824.8311

Charity Fundraiser
Change the world!

If you have a passion for work that can 
make a meaningful, long-term impact 
around the world, join donorworx as a 

World Vision Ambassador!

Opportunities located in McLean and 
Arlington, VA.  www.donorworx.com

Housewife seeks help with
Ironing and Housework.

703-887-2287

Great Job Opportunity!
George Washington’s Mount Vernon is seeking a full-time
Receiving/Stock person. Must be able to lift at least 30
lbs., have current Drivers License and good driving
record. Must pass drug test and background check.
Salary low $20s, Full-time & great benefits. Call or e-mail
Sharon: 703-799-5233 • sezzeldin@mountvernon.org

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Advertising Sales
Work part-time in and near

your home office
Enjoy commissions and flexible hours

Great opportunity for outside sales
person to work primarily in and near your
home. Use relationship selling to create and
expand community print and internet
advertising campaigns to local businesses for
Connection Newspapers, Northern
Virginia’s best-read community newspapers
and websites.

Keep productivity high and commuting
low while working close to home. After a
short training period, travel to our Old Town
Alexandria headquarters and production
facility required only once or twice a week
during off-peak traffic hours. Call 703-778-
9431 for details.

Rockville

Potomac
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Chevy
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North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly
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Vienna
Oakton
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McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

BATHS BATHS

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

703.919.4456
www.ReynoldsLandscapingOnline.com Licensed / Insured

Free Estimates

•No sub-contractors, or day labors.  •15 Years Designing and Installing
•The Owner is physically on your job site.  •On time and Professional.

INSTALLATION SPECIALIST WET BASEMENT / WET YARD
Water Proofing Foundations

Standing Yard Water
French Drains / Swales
Downspout Extensions

Dry River Beds

Paver & Flagstone
Patios / Walkways
Retaining Walls

Stacked Field Stone
Plants / Trees / Shrubs

THE MAGIC GARDENER
703-780-2272 or 703-328-2270

Licensed            Insured

Lawn Care, Fertilizing, Sod,
Spring Clean-up, Mulching,

Tree Cutting, Handyman work

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE
3rd Generation Masonry Company

Family Owned & Operated Since the 1950s

MASONRY SPECIALIST, LLC
For All of Your Masonry Needs

Custom Design, Installation, Repairs & Restoration

Go to www.masonryspecialist.com for ideas, pictures & coupons!
All Work Guaranteed - Licensed & Fully Insured

Class A License #VA2705087240A

BRICK - FIELDSTONE
FLAGSTONE - CONCRETE

703-443-2308

EP Henry & Belgard Pavers
Patios, Walkways, Driveways, Retaining & Decorative Walls

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

MASONRY MASONRY

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns

Leaks Repaired
No job too small

ROOFING ROOFING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  -  Free estimates
703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup
Tree removal, topping, & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf removal,
sodding, hauling, gutter cleaning, retaining

walls, drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

Junk Removal,
   Tree Work, Roofing

ANGEL’S
LAWN SERVICE

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

MASONRY MASONRY

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING
As far as anniversaries go – and I hope

this one “goes” a lot further; acknowledg-
ing, dare I say, celebrating, my four-year
survival anniversary from “terminal” stage
IV (inoperable, metastasized) non-small cell
lung cancer, a diagnosis I initially received
on February 27, 2009, along with a “13-
month to two-year prognosis” from my
oncologist, is certainly column-worthy.

Not that I haven’t mined these emo-
tional depths before; end of years one, two
and three if truth be told, but I’m sure I can
be given a pass, given the subject matter.
And what matters more than a character-
ized-as-terminal cancer patient outliving his
prognosis – by years? Not too much, from
my perspective. Quite frankly, this is con-
tent of a column I can get used to writing –
repeatedly, if need be, and I’m hoping the
need be. Oh, I don’t suppose I’ll be recy-
cling material from previous anniversary
columns, even though the sentiment would
be familiar: amazing good fortune, grati-
tude, anxiety concerning an unpredictable
future, etc. Nevertheless, I’ll risk expressing
some feelings here that might be somewhat
reminiscent of columns and anniversaries
gone by.

Being diagnosed with lung cancer two
and a half months after my widowed
mother succumbed to her old age –
thereby making my brother Richard and I
orphans, as it were (my father had died two
years earlier, almost to the day of my
mother’s passing) seemed a bit unfair, espe-
cially considering how much my brother
and I had sacrificed as we cared and con-
cerned ourselves with the last years of our
parents’ less-than-ideal lives. But “fair” has
never really entered into my equation.
That’s not how I look at things. I look at
things the way I’ve heard – on sports talk
radio, anyway, how football players
describe their attitude toward a starting
player being injured: “Next man up.” There
are no excuses. It’s not exactly poker, but
you play the cards you’ve been dealt. And
so, in my four years of living with cancer
since February, 2009, I have not pursued
justice, nor have I declared my independ-
ence, but I have tried to live my life with
good humor, and liberty and happiness –
when I could manage it.

Not always have I achieved these goals
or maintained the balance necessary to
counter the emotional weight and physical
toll receiving a terminal diagnosis – and the
treatment protocol, can impose. I’ve had
my moments, to be sure, but overall, I’m
proud of how I’ve changed – for the better,
and persevered. Though cancer has proven
over the years to be an equal-opportunity-
disease, my diagnosis has never caused me
to feel doomed (a little gloomy, maybe).
Moreover, I’ve always felt hopeful and as
such have tried to be proactive, open and
compliant in order to give myself every pos-
sible advantage in this life yet to be lived.

Woe is not me. Why is of no concern.
How it could have happened – is of no par-
ticular interest. Reviewing my past trans-
gressions never mattered to my oncologist.
His only concern was the future and treat-
ing me forward. For the most part, I have
embraced that/his philosophy; except this
time of the year: my still-living-with-cancer
anniversary when I revisit the past – hope-
fully as a prelude for the future. That’s my
intent, anyway.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Writing
What Four

The biggest things are always 
the easiest to do because there 

is no competition.
-William Van Horne
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McLean kitchen by BOWA.
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See Designs,  Page 4

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

F
rom designing a kitchen with a
concave glass tile backsplash to
creating a backyard with a fire
place and pool, some local home

remodelers were honored recently with the
National Association of the Remodeling
Industry’s (NARI) 2013 Regional Contrac-
tor of the Year awards for design acumen.
Winning projects ran the gamut from his-
toric preservation projects to environmen-
tally conscious conceptions.

A MCLEAN KITCHEN by BOWA took top
honors in the “Residential Kitchen Over
$120,000” category. The homeowners were
looking to create a free-flowing, light-filled
space.

“Their kitchen was not as open as they
would have liked,” said Josh Baker, founder
and co-chairman of BOWA. “They wanted
to make it more integrated and useful for
the family.”

 To accommodate a larger kitchen, the
design team, which included BOWA’s
George Hodges-Fulton, built an addition
and added a sitting room, screened porch

and additional windows to allow an abun-
dance of natural light to stream into the
space. The new kitchen also included a
butler’s pantry and a family dining area.

What is the key to turning one’s home into
an award-winning, showcase house? Baker,
who founded BOWA with his college friend
Larry Weinberg, says an open dialogue is
essential to a successful remodeling project.
“The key is finding a person or company
that you communicate very, very well with
and whose process is in line with how you
like to do business,” he said. “This is a cus-
tomer service business. It is not just a con-
struction business. The entire process is im-
portant, not just the end result.”

FAIRFAX-BASED FIRM RJK Construction,
Inc. received top honors in the category of
“Residential Addition $100,000 to
$250,000” for a home in the Mantua area
of Fairfax County. Company president Rob-
ert Kalmin says the homeowners’ goal was
to blend their interior and exterior spaces.
“They wanted to make their exterior land-
scaping a visual point because they enter-
tain a lot,” he said. “The windows act as
murals to the exterior landscaping bring the
outdoors in and the indoors out.”

The owners requested an open floor plan
that allowed guests to move freely between
the kitchen and the backyard. “They were
very specific about how they wanted people
to meander from the outside to the inside,”
Kalmin said. “We had to relocate the pow-
der room so that people are able to use the

restroom without having to go anywhere
else.”

An abundance of windows allows natu-
ral light to flow throughout the home. “The
kitchen has red oak flooring and other col-
ors and finishes that compliment the natu-
ral scenery outside,” said Kalmin.

HARRY BRASWELL of Harry Braswell,
Inc. in Alexandria, was named Contractor
of the Year in the “Entire House $500,001
to $1,000,000” category for the renovation
of a home that had not been updated since
the 1950s. “The house was outdated, too
small for the family’s needs,” he said.

The renovation included a kitchen out-
fitted with cabinet-front appliances and
porcelain sinks including an apron farm sink
and an island sink in a pale aqua. “That
color is carried throughout the house,” said
project manager Gretchen Brown.

A concave glass tile backsplash surrounds
the durable, brown-toned quartzite counter.
“Quartzite doesn’t stain easily,” said Brown.
“It is strong like granite, but is more expen-
sive.”

The Braswell team also got a nod for en-
ergy efficiency for this project, which was
named “NARI Green Project.” Brown noted
that the team installed energy efficiency
lighting and energy star appliances.

“The homeowners had specific criteria
about wanting to meet [Leadership in En-
ergy and Environmental Design] certifica

Local contractors
get top honors for
remodeling projects.

The Region’s Best Home Designs
This McLean kitchen by BOWA took top honors in the “Residential Kitchen Over $120,000” category. The
homeowners wanted to create a free-flowing, light-filled space.
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H
istoric Garden Week 2013 will
feature approximately 200 pri
vate homes and gardens open on

32 separate tours throughout the state of
Virginia over eight consecutive days. It is
the largest ongoing volunteer effort in Vir-
ginia and represents the coordinated efforts
of 3,400 club members. One hundred per-
cent of tour proceeds are used to enhance
Virginia’s landscape. For 80 years, the
grounds of the Commonwealth’s most cher-
ished historic landmarks have been restored
or preserved with help from proceeds from
Historic Garden Week including Mount
Vernon, Monticello and the grounds of the
Executive Mansion in Richmond. In addi-
tion to the amazing interiors and gardens
on display, Garden Club of Virginia volun-
teers will create more than 2,000 spectacu-
lar floral arrangements to decorate the
rooms. Visit www.vagardenweek.org.

SATURDAY APRIL 20, 2013
Old Town Alexandria
Sponsored by the Hunting Creek Garden Club and

the Garden Club of Alexandria
10 a.m to 4 p.m.

All eight private properties on the historic
Old Town Alexandria tour are within an
easy walk of each other, allowing visitors
to enjoy strolling the quaint streets lined
with charming townhouses and intimate
walled gardens. The full tour ticket includes
free admission to George Washington’s
Mount Vernon Estate (entrance is normally
$15 per person), as well as six other no-
table historic sites in Alexandria on the day
of the tour. ºRefreshments are offered from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the historic Lloyd House

80th Historic
Garden Week,
April 20-27

See Virginia Garden,  Page 5

This home in the Vienna/Oakton
area is featured on Virginia’s 80th

annual Historic Garden Week tour
in Fairfax County.
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tion because they are dedicated to pro-
tecting the environment,” said Braswell.

CABIN JOHN, MD., BASED firm Anthony
Wilder Design/Build, Inc. received kudos in
the “Residential Exterior, $100,000 and
Over” category for a backyard space that
includes a pool and fireplace. “The home-
owner wanted four separate living spaces
in the backyard,” said company spokes-
woman Danielle Frye. “He wanted a dining
room, a living room with a heat source, a
place to sunbathe near his pool and a place
to play cricket on his lawn.”

Frye said the Wilder team, which included
architect George R. Bott and lead designer
Anthony Wilder, developed a backyard plan
that replaced overgrown grass with flag-
stone and a badly worn fence with foliage
to create a sense of privacy. “There is a
sundeck and spaces for a sofa and dining
table, but the fireplace is the focal point,”
said Frye. “We used really tall bamboo to
shield the view from the hotel across the
street.”

A BETHESDA HOME ADDITION gar-
nered a top prize in the “Residential Addi-
tion Over $250,000” category for A.R.T
Design Build Inc. with team member
Grossmueller’s Design Consultants, Inc.

“The client wanted to expand their one
story house to have a separate area for [bed-
rooms] and create a more functional first
floor with more communal spaces, the
kitchen, family room [and] dining room,”
said Cindy G. McClure of Grossmueller’s
Design Consultants, Inc.

The design team added a new second
floor to the home, which accommodates a
laundry room, a master suite, two addi-
tional bedrooms and a bathroom. A stair
tower and cathedral foyer cre-

The Region’s Best Home Designs
From Page 3

This backyard oasis, designed by Anthony Wilder Design/Build, Inc., won a Contractor of the Year Award in
the “Residential Exterior, $100,000 and Over” category. The homeowner wanted a backyard space with a
place to sunbathe near the pool, a dining room, a living room with a heat source and a place to play cricket.

This kitchen, designed by Grossmueller’s Design Consult-
ants, Inc. and A.R.T Design Build in Bethesda, Md., was
part of a remodeling project that earned a 2013 Contractor
of the Year award. The homeowner’s goal was to create a
free-flowing kitchen, dining and family room space.

Harry Brawell of Harry Braswell, Inc. in Alexandria, was
named Contractor of the Year in the “Entire House
$500,001 to $1,000,000” category for renovating a home
that had not been updated since the 1950s. Braswell and
his team installed cabinet-front appliances and a concave
glass tile backsplash that surrounds the durable, brown-
toned quartzite counter. The kitchen also features porce-
lain sinks, including an apron farm sink.
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“The key to a
successful project
is finding a person
or company that
you communicate
very, very well with
and whose
process is in line
with how you like
to do business.”
— Josh Baker, founder and

co-chairman of BOWA

ate an open floor plan and connect the first
and second levels.

“Elements of the old house, like the wide

chimney on the front and the contempo-
rary 1960 style were played upon and ac-
centuated,” said McClure. “The result is a

functional home that meets the needs of
today’s family, remained within budget and
was completed on time.”
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Sotheby’s International Realty

Swann Daingerfield Penthouse $725,000
A rare opportunity to live in the heart of Old Town, Alexandria.
The elegant, historic Swann Daingerfield condominium has a spacious
20 ft x 13 ft living room with 111⁄2-foot ceilings and marble fireplace,
dining room with 2nd fireplace, kitchen with sunny breakfast area,
spacious 2nd bedroom. Large Master Bedroom, Master Bathroom and
Dressing Room. Balcony overlooking courtyard garden. Elevator,
private parking and large storage area. This sought-after location at
the corner of Prince Street and S. Columbus Street is only two blocks
away from King Street and Washington Street. Perfect for gracious
living and convenient to all amenities of Old Town, Alexandria.

For private showings, please contact
Cindy Byrnes Golubin 202-437-3861

Proud TWIG member since 1978

Karen
Martins

703-568-6268
www.karensproperties.com

1320 Old Chain Bridge Rd.
McLean, VA 22101

Serving VA • DC • MD

MCLEAN $2,400
A classic in McLean and
available now! FX#7950828

YOU HAVE MANY OPTIONS—
FOR RENT IN MCLEAN

MCLEAN $4,100
Walk to parks, schools and
the Potomac! FX#7971779

MCLEAN $5,200
An outdoor oasis! 5 bed and 4 bath, pool and
LANGLEY schools! FX#8012058
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Virginia Garden
Week to Feature
NoVa Gardens
From Page 3

and garden. Adding further con-
venience for tour visitors is the free
King Street Trolley that travels
from the Metro station down our
main commercial street to the
Potomac River every 15 minutes.

Tickets are $40 and available at
the Ramsey House Visitors Center
at the corner of King Street and
North Fairfax Street on the day of
the tour. For advance tickets con-
tact Mrs. Donald Rocen
Virginia.rocen@comcast.net 703-
684-3876. For more information,
please contact Tour Chairmen
Mason Bavin at
mbavin@mcenearney.com, Twig
Murray attwig@twigweb.com or
Catherine Bolton at
4boltons@comcast.net

TUESDAY APRIL 23, 2013
Fairfax: Oakton/Vienna
Sponsored by The Garden Club of

Fairfax
10 a.m. to 4 p.m

The Fairfax County communities
of Oakton and Vienna have
emerged from small rural towns
into thriving family-oriented
neighborhoods with homes and
gardens reflecting a wide range of
architectural and personal style.
Ticket price includes admission to
the Cosby Home, the Unger Home
and Garden, the Buster Home and
Garden, the Kampa Home and
Garden, the Rosenthal Home and
Garden and Meadowlark Botani-
cal Gardens.

Advance tickets are $20 through
April 9. Contact Marty Whipple at
mwhip155@aol.com. For more
information about the tour, con-
tact Bonnie Rekemeyer at
chezdarbon@aol.com.

ALL AROUND VIRGINIA
Saturday, April 20
Ashland/Elmont – The Ashland Garden

Club
Old Town Alexandria – The Hunting

Creek Garden Club and The Garden
Club of Alexandria

Smithfield – Elizabeth River and
Nansemond River Garden Clubs

Augusta County/Staunton – Augusta
Garden Club

Orange County/Somerset – Dolley
Madison Garden Club

Sunday, April 21
Nelson County/Albemarle – The

Charlottesville, Albemarle and
Rivanna Garden Clubs

Chatham – Chatham Garden Club
Monday, April 22
Nelson County/Albemarle – The

Charlottesville, Albemarle and
Rivanna Garden Clubs

Waterford – The Leesburg Garden Club
and the Fauquier-Loudoun Garden
Club

Home

For full schedule through

April 27. Visit

www.vagardenweek.org
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HomeLifeStyle

By John Byrd

I
f you compare the current
home remodeling market to
2007, it’s clear that
homeowners are less likely

to execute a top-to-bottom
makeover in a single stroke than
they were five years ago.

Home resales are rising again,
but the belief that every dollar
spent on a Northern Virginia home
will be quickly recovered has been
suspended — if only temporarily
— as homeowners reassess.

For most local homeowners, a
house is an asset of enormous per-
sonal appeal: an expression of
identity and aspiration, periodi-
cally adapted to life’s changes.

While the scale of the average
project may be smaller, it’s evident
that many homeowners middle age
or older have come to see the home
as a long-term — even lifelong —
work in progress, one that they
take up passionately, and at regu-
lar intervals.

Veteran remodeler David Foster
calls these homeowners “incremen-
tal” improvers, and has come to see

them them as the primary focus of
a home improvement enterprise he
started 30 years ago.

As president of Foster Remodel-
ing Solutions in Lorton, Foster
regularly coaches his team on the
importance of understanding what
these homeowners need, what they
are expecting and how to articu-
late their best options with clarity.

“Providing an experience that
the homeowner will value un-
equivocally is probably our most
important marketing activity,” Fos-
ter said. “Our core belief is that
there are many homeowners who
will make a notable home improve-
ment every two to five years, so we
place a high priority on earning
that person’s trust. In this sense,
there is nothing more important
than outperforming expectation.”

WHILE THERE MAY BE many
reasons why a homeowner will re-
model in stages, Foster said that
the typical incremental improver
has a pay-as-you-go orientation —
often driven by evolving family re-
quirements.

Vienna resident Kelly Grems, for

instance, has executed four remod-
eling projects with Foster starting
with a kitchen addition in 2003.

“We bought the house in 1995
when I was pregnant,” Grems ex-

plains. “My husband [Ed] and I
had been living in a much
smaller house in Maryland, but
envisioned a traditional home
that would offer our growing
family lots of useful activity ar-
eas.”

A kitchen with a sizable
breakfast room was the first
item on the “wish list,” an as-
signment complicated by the
fact that home’s rear elevation
backs into a woodland set-aside
and a precipitous drop.

“The ground level decking
was already in place,” Grems
said. “But David showed us a
plan for an elevated breakfast
room extension built on pilings

that wouldn’t require
a ground level foun-
dation. Turns out,
this solution created
a welcome canopy
for the ground level
patio. And it was also
a more sensible, eco-
nomical choice for us
at the time.”

Grems said her first
step was handing
Foster a file of articles
on kitchen interiors
she had clipped from
Southern Living; the

See Demand,  Page 8

Foster Remodeling design staff
then took over, helping the couple
visualize design ideas with the aid
of a CAD computer program. The
team also provided an array of rel-
evant finish work choices, mostly
pointing to readily available con-
siderations on display in the
company’s showroom.

“The selection and pricing pro-
cess was transparent, and really an-
ticipated what we needed,” Grems
said. “When you’re as busy as we
are, you appreciate this quality of
support.”

Apart from budget consider-
ations, Grems said taking a pause
between projects allowed the
couple to pay more attention to
how the family is actually using the
house, and to develop ideas that
work for everyone.

The recently completed family
room upgrade didn’t become an
immediate action plan, for in-
stance, because the family design
process was fomenting slowly —
again starting with magazine ar-
ticles and other sources.

“We’re particular; we let the look

come to us piece by piece,” she
said.

In the end, Foster Remodeling
Solutions designers created inte-
rior elevations that bear no resem-
blance to the original.

The half-brick floor-to-ceiling
backwall was replaced by perfectly
symmetrical built-ins, crown mold-
ing and an elevated hearth with a
marble surround and Edwardian-
style mantle.

“It’s an entirely different mood
from the sun room,” Grems said,
“and perfectly satisfies another di-

mension of our lifestyle.”

ON A SIMILAR NOTE, south Al-
exandria resident Sandy Nusbaum
attributes her periodic home up-
grade inclinations to a gradual but
decisive recognition that the four
bedroom colonial she has occupied
for 28 years with husband Mike is
the last single family residence the
couple will ever own.

“We raised three children here,
and when the last of them moved
away, we looked at other houses
in the area and even a retirement
village in North Carolina,”
Nusbaum said.”That’s when I re-
newed my appreciation for the
many advantages of this house. I

Demand for Incremental Improvements
Over time, some owners
makeover the entire house —
one phase at a time.

The Pipers’ new powder room in-
cludes a Mediterranean-style foot bath
ringed in glass and mosaic tiling. A
vessel basin with exposed copper
piping, marble floors and a coffered
ceiling with concealed lights complete
the portrait.
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The plans for a kitchen remodel were complicated by the fact that the home’s rear elevation backs into a
woodland set-aside and a notably precipitous drop.

The existing half-brick
floor-to-ceiling
backwall was replaced
by perfectly symmetri-
cal built-ins, crown
molding and an el-
evated hearth with a
marble surround and
Edwardian-style
mantle.

after
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From Page 7 erator allows for additional stor-
age. Maple cabinets with a Barton
door style and honey-spice stain
evoke a clean linear look within a
softly lit ambiance. Likewise, the
Silestone quartz surfaces in ebony
pearl provide a tonal and textural
contrast.

With a better rationalized
kitchen in place, a few years on
the Nusbaums began planning a
follow-on phase: an extension of
the rear family room, an open-air
grilling deck and a layout that per-
mits children, grandchildren and
many guests to circulate freely
through a now wide-ranging en-
tertainment suite.

Then, just last year, the largely
unused lower level was converted
into a multi-purpose suite that
serves as both an exercise room
and guest accommodation.

“The built-ins include closets on
either side of a new Murphy bed
— one exclusively for guest use, “

Nusbaum said. “We also made the
laundry room more functional and
added a full bath with handi-
capped access.”

Meanwhile, Nusbaum uses the
remade lower level for her daily
treadmill workouts: “It’s a luxury
having so many useful things ex-
actly where you want them.”

OF COURSE, CONSIDER-
ATIONS to functional and aes-
thetic improvements aside, the
long term remodeler also may ven-
ture into non-essential, even quite
personal, “tweaks” to the existing
property from time to time.

After comprehensive upgrades
to their kitchen and master bath,
for instance, Alexandrians Steve
and Diane Piper decided that their
eclectically re-designed powder
room should include a Mediterra-
nean-style foot bath ringed in glass
and mosaic tiling.

The artfully-executed first floor

facility — planned with an assist
from Foster designer Sarah Wolf
— includes a vessel basin with ex-
posed copper piping, marble floors
and a coffered ceiling with con-
cealed lights.

The Pipers — who often travel
internationally — say the foot bath
is a pleasant convenience in the
summer when they are often wear-
ing sandals.

“I wouldn’t say a footbath adds
anything to re-sale value,” Diane
Piper said, “But we do plan to be
in this house for at least another
ten years.”

AND SPEAKING OF PER-
SONAL vision: after re-doing the
front elevation — and before re-
modeling the kitchen — the
Baldinos of Springfield had Foster
design a screen porch with a floor-
to-ceiling stone hearth. The porch
is closed on three sides and fea-
tures a 15-foot cathedral ceiling

with an overhead rotating fan. The
project included an extensive flag-
stone patio, a privacy fence, a re-
taining wall and landscaping.

“We wanted space that brings us
into the outdoors, and the fire-
place keeps the porch surprisingly
comfortable in cooler weather,”
said Nancy Baldino. “It’s a great
place to watch the game.”

The Baldinos, who have lived in
their circa 1970s split-level for 24
years, say that their four remodel-
ing projects have always been fo-
cused and budgetable.

“We love the neighborhood, so
the improvements are just a natu-
ral result of efforts to make the
house feel even more like home.”

Staff at Foster Remodeling
Solutions periodically offer
workshops on home improvement
topics at the Lorton showroom.
Call 703-550-1371 or visit
www.FosterRemodeling.com.

recognized that everything we
wanted was already here; we just
needed a few pointed improve-
ments to take us into the foresee-
able future.”

Initially that meant introducing
an open, “kitchen-centric” plan in
the back half of the house, and cre-
ating an outdoor component — in
the form of a 16-by-16-foot back
screen porch — that allows for
easy warm-weather circulation.

Replacing a wall between
kitchen and dining room with a
three-stool dining counter proved
an effective starting point to de-
lineating a more interactive enter-
tainment space . The new surface
is also well-positioned as a serv-
ing station for al fresco porch din-
ing.

Although the needed structural
changes were relatively minor, a
new shelled-in niche for the refrig-

Demand for Incremental Improvements

Home LifeStyle

By John Byrd

For The Gazette

C
hallenging times demand cre-
ative thinking — so you don’t
have to look far to find
homeowners executing remod-

eling projects with far-reaching objectives.
Take, for instance, the case of Mary and

Harry Warren of Mount Vernon, both in
their mid-70s.

Scrolling back a few years, the Warrens
where weighing various retirement options
when they learned that their daughter and
three grandchildren would be moving back
to Virginia from the midwest and might be
amenable to participating in a three-gen-
eration household.

“There was really a lot for us to consider,”
said Mary Warren. “Harry and I thought that
if we expanded the house to incorporate the
extended family, we could eventually pass
it on to the next generation. We could also
make some changes that would help us to
move around as we get older.”

On the other hand: the more the Warrens
scrutinized the existing property, the more
they wondered if their vision was even fea-
sible.

FOR STARTERS, at 1,500 square feet , the
three-bedroom split-level the couple had oc-
cupied since 1994 was neatly centered on
a small lot in a neighborhood with strictly
observed set-back requirements.

To provide all three generations with the
necessary space and privacy, the Warrens
figured they would have to increase usable
living space by 40 percent or more.

A carefully planned addition along the
property’s western side offered promising

By extension, Meg and the grandchildren
inherit sleeping quarters in the existing bed-
room wing — a configuration of rooms that
affords everyone with the sufficient conve-
nience and living space. Both families share
the newly upgraded kitchen.

The makeover also allowed the Warrens
to introduce a number of Universal Design
features. Hallway widths in the new wing
have been expanded to 44 inches; doors are
34 inches wide — compliant with Ameri-
can Disabilities Act requirements. The rear
entrance has, likewise, been designed to ac-
commodate a ramp, should a wheelchair be
required in the future.

“We’re just thinking ahead,” Mary War-
ren said.

More recently, Mindy Mitchell — Sun
Design’s certified Aging-In-Place Specialist
— followed Universal Design principals in
renovating the original circa 1960s kitchen.
Revisions included removing unneeded
walls, widening doors and hallways and
introducing roll-out cabinets with drawer
pulls. There’s also task lighting, easily ma-
neuvered faucets and a multi-level island
suitable for standing or sitting.

“The new kitchen feels significantly ex-
panded, yet it’s very efficiently designed —
a great solution for a family like ours,” said
Mary Warren. “The changes have made life
easier for everyone.”

All in the Family With solid planning and skillful remodeling,
seniors convert personal residence into a
multi-generational household.

The multi-generational solution introduced by Sun Design Remodeling
includes a one level seniors wing supplemented by a sitting area that
exits through French doors to the newly formed courtyard. Hallways and
doors in the new section are wheelchair friendly.

possibilities. But even if you could find the
needed lot space, the floorplan configura-
tion that would satisfy everyone’s privacy
requirements remained elusive.

It was at this juncture that the Warrens
turned to Craig Durosko, founder and prin-
cipal of Sun Design Remodeling.

“The program was certainly tricky,”
Durosko said. “The Warrens wanted a func-
tionally independent suite that would in-
clude a luxury bath, lots of custom built-
ins and interior design improvements. Our
thought was: if we could satisfy this require-
ment from the ground up, Meg and the
grandchildren could take over half of the
existing house as their own wing.”

“We particularly liked the consideration
to everyone’s privacy needs,” Mary Warren

said. “Their plan allows for independence
where you want it.”

Thus, stripped to its essentials, Durosko’s
solution called for converting the three-bed-
room split-level into a five bedroom two-
level structure that provides the Warrens
with private quarters, yet also incorporates
transitional zones suitable for easy every-
day interaction.

TO ACCOMMODATE the elder Warrens,
Durosko and team designed a 650-square-
foot wing adjacent to a newly formed rear
courtyard. The perfectly-integrated one-
level addition features two large bedrooms,
a master bath and large reach-in closets. A
former family room now serves as the
couple’s sitting room.

More
Sun Design Remodeling frequently sponsors

workshops on specific remodeling topics as well
as tours of recently remodeled homes. Headquar-
tered in Burke, the firm recently opened a
second office in McLean. Call 703-425-5588 or
visit .www.SunDesignInc.com.
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My Great Garden
Custom Garden Solutions cultivated and delivered especially for you.

703-969-4966
www.MyGreatGarden.com

Our garden masters come to you, by appointment and set up everything you need
to enjoy your own My Great Garden. MY GREAT GARDEN staff will deliver
and prepare a garden plot with an assortment of seeds and plants. You take
pleasure in watering and picking the fruits and vegetables your garden will bear.
We estimate you will benefit from 90-150 lbs. of FRESH healthy home grown
fruits and vegetables. Fruit and Vegetable seed and seedling varieties vary and
are dependent upon delivery date, soil
and temperature.

Enjoy healthy fresh home
grown fruits, herbs, and

 vegetables.

WE

PLANT IT! YOUPICK IT!

By Joshua Baker

BOWA

R
emodeling of
ten affords an
opportunity to
re-purpose ex-

isting materials by donat-
ing to those less fortunate.
Ask your remodeler if
there is a plan or policy for
saving materials for re-use
rather than sending it to a
land fill. Every project is
different. And some mate-
rials are more easily re-
moved and saved than others. Here are a
couple of organizations that accepted used
materials.

A Wider Circle
This organization provides basic-need

items to families transitioning out of shel-
ters and those living without life’s necessi-
ties. A Wider Circle furnishes the homes of
more than 1,000 children and adults each
month. If you wish to donate furniture and
other home essentials that are in good con-
dition (no rips or stains), you can drop off
items at their Center for Community Ser-
vice in Silver Spring, Md. You can also
schedule a pickup in most areas through-
out greater Washington, D.C. Refer to their
website for a full list of accepted items and
their “wish list” of the most needed items
at www.awidercircle.org. Some impressive
2011 stats:

❖ 13,000: Number of homes furnished
❖ 1,500,000: Pounds of furniture and

home goods recycled
❖ 10,000: Number of volunteers who as-

sisted

Habitat for Humanity
– ReStore

ReStore is a resale business that sells new
and used building materials and home items
to the general public. All donations are tax
deductible and donated by individuals, lo-
cal retailers, building contractors and sup-
pliers. Donated items are then sold at 50-
90 percent off the retail price, with all pro-
ceeds benefiting Habitat for Humanity, an
organization that provides safe and afford-
able housing to low-income families.
ReStore accepts appliances, furniture, cabi-
nets, roofing and flooring materials, exer-
cise equipment, countertops, electronics,
lighting and plumbing fixtures, among
many others. All materials and items must
be in good and working condition. Items
may be dropped off at ReStore locations
during their business hours or for larger
donations you may schedule a pickup. For
store hours and locations and for the com-
plete list of acceptable items you can check
out the following websites:

❖ Northern Virginia: Stores in Alexandria

and Chantilly -
www.restorenova.org

❖ Montgomery County:
Store location in
Gaithersburg - www.habitat-
mc.org

❖ Loudoun County: Store
in Purcellville -
www.loudounhabitat.org/
restore

❖ Fauquier County: Store
in Warrenton –
www.fauquierhabitat.org

Goodwill
Founded in 1902, Goodwill accepts gen-

tly used clothing, furniture, housewares,
working electronics, and other household
items. These items are then sold at their
retail locations, with the proceeds used to
fund employment, job training, and place-
ment services for the disadvantaged and
those with disabilities. To view their full list
of goods accepted, and for the list of dona-
tion centers and stores, visit
www.dcgoodwill.org. You may also sched-
ule a pick up online for larger items or
multiple items you don’t have the resources
to transport.

Salvation Army
Although the Salvation Army is involved

in many community programs, proceeds
from items donated to their stores will ben-
efit their Adult Rehabilitation Centers,
which help those who have lost the ability
to cope with their problems and are unable
to provide for themselves. Each rehabilita-
tion center offers residential housing and
work, along with individual and group
therapy. This enables many to be reunited
with their families and resume a normal life.
Items commonly donated include appli-
ances, clothing, furniture, and household
goods. For more information on their do-
nation program, please visit
www.satruck.org.

BOWA Home
Cleanup Days

As a thank you to the neighbors in the
communities in which we work, from time
to time BOWA hosts Home Cleanup Days.
Home Cleanup Day is a great opportunity
to donate and recycle gently used house-
hold items, toys and clothing, and dispose
of any debris or other unwanted clutter. A
BOWA employee will help folks unload their
items and a Goodwill representative will be
on hand to accept donations and provide
receipts.

To find a BOWA Home Cleanup Day in
your area, please visit our http://
info.bowa.com/communityblog/.

Josh Baker is founder of BOWA, learn
more at www.bowa.com.

Home LifeStyle

Recycle, Reuse, Remodel
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January, 2013
Top Sales in
Great Falls,
McLean, Reston,
Oak Hill, Oakton
and Vienna

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

Address .................................. BR FB HB ... Postal City ... Sold Price .... Type ....... Lot AC PostalCode .......... Subdivision ............ Date Sold

1  1036 AZIZA CT ...................... 5 .. 5 .. 3 ... GREAT FALLS .. $5,115,693 .... Detached .... 0.84 ...... 22066 ...... PUTNAM FARM ESTATES ..... 01/04/13

2  710 BULLS NECK RD .............. 6 .. 6 .. 1 ...... MCLEAN ..... $5,000,000 .... Detached .... 5.00 ...... 22102 ....... BULLS NECK HUNDRED ...... 01/16/13

3  8305 FOX HAVEN DR .............. 5 .. 6 .. 2 ...... MCLEAN ..... $3,125,000 .... Detached .... 0.83 ...... 22102 ........ FOXHALL OF MCLEAN ....... 01/04/13

4  845 CANAL DR ...................... 5 .. 5 .. 2 ...... MCLEAN ..... $1,900,000 .... Detached .... 1.18 ...... 22102 ... OLD GEORGETOWN ESTATES .. 01/25/13

5  9720 ARNON CHAPEL RD ....... 6 .. 6 .. 3 ... GREAT FALLS .. $1,800,000 .... Detached .... 2.46 ...... 22066 ............ HARMON FARM ........... 01/15/13

6  11301 LANDY LN ................... 5 .. 5 .. 1 ... GREAT FALLS .. $1,734,604 .... Detached .... 1.47 ...... 22066 ........... CHANEL ESTATES .......... 01/04/13

7  400 BERRY ST SE ................... 5 .. 4 .. 1 ....... VIENNA ..... $1,402,735 .... Detached .... 0.51 ...... 22180 ......... MURMURING PINES ........ 01/29/13

8  11580 GREENWICH POINT RD 4 .. 2 .. 1 ...... RESTON ..... $1,000,000 .... Detached .... 0.31 ...... 20194 .................. RESTON ................. 01/02/13

9  12705 AUTUMN CREST DR ..... 5 .. 4 .. 1 ...... OAK HILL ...... $965,000 .... Detached .... 0.30 ...... 20171 .......... FRANKLINS TRUST ......... 01/04/13

Copyright 2013 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of February 18, 2013.

Local REAL ESTATELocal REAL ESTATE
1  1036 Aziza Court, Great Falls — $5,115,693

3  8305 Fox Haven Drive,
McLean — $3,125,000

5  9720 Arnon
Chapel Road,
Great Falls —
$1,800,000

7  400 Berry Street SE,
Vienna — $1,402,735

8  11580 Greenwich Point Road,
Reston — $1,000,000

9  12705 Autumn Crest Drive,
Oak Hill — $965,000
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠
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March Only
Hardscaping Sale

10% Off
All Hardscaping Jobs
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Home LifeStyle

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

F
rom floral arrangements that burst with
pastel blooms to candles that fill one’s home
with scents reminiscent of warm weather,
local style experts offer suggestions for ac-

cents that welcome spring.
Turn simple twigs and greenery into a harbinger

of Easter. “Welcome guests into your home with a
spring wreath on the front door decorated with

greenery, flowers or eggs,” said Ann O’Shields of The
Nest Egg in Fairfax. “Scents of spring are a sure way
to alleviate the end of winter.”

Laura Smith of The Dandelion Patch in Vienna,
Reston and Georgetown recommends filling air with
crisp, fresh aromas. “There are candles with really
nice spring scents, like jasmine or gardenia and lem-
ongrass. Citrus scents are also very big in spring and
summer.”

Smith suggests setting one’s table with serveware
imprinted with spring produce like lettuces that her-
ald the new season. “You can use cutting boards with
artichoke prints or platters with asparagus prints.
They are entertaining and fun accessories,” Smith
said.

Festive baskets filled with paper grass, wooden
eggs, bunnies and flowers make ideal home accents.
“Using seasonal blooms are a great way to welcome
spring,” said O’Shields.

A floral arrangement displayed in baskets covered
with spring flower petals make a chic centerpiece
for one’s dining table. “When it comes to floral ar-
rangements, people are often driven by what their
home décor is,” said Potomac, Md., based floral de-
signer Evelyn Kinville. “The most popular flowers for
Easter are hydrangeas in white or soft green, daffo-
dils, tulips in yellow, hyacinths in pink or blue,
Esperance roses, which are large pink and cream two-
toned in color, and White or pink hybrid lilies.”

O’Shields said, “Pick one flower style and repeat it
in various places throughout the room for the most
impact.”

Decorating for Easter
Easy ideas to welcome
spring into your ahome.

Local design experts suggest using
serveware imprinted with produce like
lettuces that herald the new season.

“Welcome guests into your
home with a spring wreath on
the front door decorated with
greenery, flowers or eggs.”

— Ann O’Shields

Photos by Marilyn Campbell/The Connection

Hydrangeas in white or soft green, daffo-
dils, tulips in yellow, hyacinths in pink or
blue, Esperance roses and white or pink
hybrid lilies are popular for Easter.

Welcome guests into one’s home with
wreaths made of twigs, greenery, spring
flowers and wooden eggs in colors like
bright green and lavender.

For a free digital subscription to one or all
of the 15 Connection Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

Be the first to know – get your
paper before it hits the press.

Complete digital replica of the
print edition, including photos
and ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com
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