
Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  March 28 - April 3, 2013  ❖  1www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Address Service Requested

To: 1604 King St.,

Alexandria, VA  22314

Attention

Postmaster:

Time-sensitive

material.

PRSRT STD

U.S. Postage

PAID

Alexandria, VA

Permit #482

Serving Alexandria for over 200 years • A Connection Newspaper

Alexandria
Gazette Packet

25 Cents

March 28, 2013

Spring Fun
Page 19

See Parents,  Page 8

See Laboy,  Page 9

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

A
lexandria Police Chief Earl
Cook visited Lyles-Crouch
Traditional Academy

March 22 to accept $4,000 on be-
half of Officer Peter Laboy, who is
recovering from a gunshot wound
to the head he suffered during a
routine traffic stop just steps from
the school’s playground.

“For the children and families
who started with their dollars and
dimes, I say thank you on behalf
of the Laboy family, the Alexandria

Lyles-Crouch Students
Raise Funds for Laboy

Family spokesperson
Tammy Ignacio updates
reporters on Officer Peter
Laboy’s condition.
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By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

D
ozens of parents ap-
peared before mem-
bers of the Alexandria
School Board last

week with a simple plea — save
FACE. That’s a series of six facili-
ties known as the Families and
Community Engagement centers.
Board members are considering
eliminating the program, which
provides opportunities and re-
sources for students, families and
community members related to
academic achievement of Alexan-

dria students. Vaporizing the pro-
gram would save about $543,000,
although a groundswell of parents
are urging members to keep the
funding.

“FACE is grounded in the idea
that parents need to feel welcome
in the schools if they are going to
get involved in their child’s edu-
cation,” said Margaret Lorber, di-
vision-wide bi-lingual parent liai-
son. “Once involved, the families
continue to participate.”

Superintendent Morton
Sherman’s proposed budget in

Parents rally to save program as
School Board considers budget.

Saving FACE

 Photo by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet

10th Annual Easter Egg Hunt
The Easter Bunny (Brian Mahoney) straightens his ears as he prepares to announce
the start of the annual Easter Egg Hunt at Eclectic Nature on Saturday morning,
March 23.

More photos, page 5.

$4,000 collected for
wounded officer.
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News

See Health Care,  Page 7

See Community,  Page 28

Transportation Fix
Republican Gov. Bob McDonell is hoping to walk away from

the Governor’s Mansion next year leaving a package of new money
for transportation projects — an accomplishment that has been
an elusive goal for more than a generation in Virginia politics. In
order to strike a deal, the Republican governor had to yield to
demands from Senate Democrats that he allow Medicaid expan-
sion and address constitutional concerns raised by Republican
Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli.

“He wanted a legacy item,” said Kyle Kondik. “And that was
more important to him than perfectly pleasing his own base.”

Alexandria stands to gain from new revenue that will be raised
as part of a newly created taxing authority for Northern Virginia.
Although the original bill included a list of Northern Virginia lo-
calities including Alexandria, the attorney general issued an opin-
ion that might violate the Virginia constitution. So McDonnell
amended the language to allow any of the commonwealth’s 21
regional planning districts the ability to create a taxing authority
for transportation dollars.

“The attorney general has laid out the specific constitutional
obstacles, so it helped the governor find a way to address them,”
said Frank Shafroth, director of the Center for State and Local
Leadership at George Mason University. “So it certainly strenths
the likihood that the governor’s proposal will withstand a consti-
tutional  challenge.”

Voting Mug Shots
Casting a ballot in Alexandria may be more difficult in the fu-

ture.
This week, the governor signed legislation requiring voters to

bring photo ID with them to the polls. Republicans say the move
is a way to safeguard against voter fraud. But Democrats say the
law harkens back to the Jim Crow era of politics in Virginia by
suppressing the votes of the elderly, minorities and the under-
privileged.

“I find that very troubling,” said state Sen. George Barker
(D-31). “We should be working in the opposite direction to make
sure that everybody can vote rather than putting people in that
position where they are unable to vote because they don’t have
ID.”

The legislation provides for a free form of photo identification
to any registered voter who lacks one. The governor also issued
an executive order directing the State Board of Elections to imple-
ment a public education program to tell voters about the new
requirement before the 2014 congressional and U.S. Senate elec-
tions.

“I thought the bill did properly balance the ballot security and
honest election requirement with any civil liberty or impediment-
to-voting concerns,” McDonnell said in a radio interview Tues-
day.

Ramped Up Rally
Residents on the West End are planning a rally to protest a new

ramp connecting High Occupancy Toll lanes to city streets. Many
neighbors who live near the ramp say it would pose a public-
health hazard because it would increase air pollution as vehicles
idle in gridlock traffic. Some of the neighbors have funded their
own study to show the environmental hazards, and are now try-
ing to get Mayor Bill Euille and U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-8) to
join the fight.

“We are working with Mayor Euille and Congressman Moran
to get construction delayed until the full impact of this project on
public health is determined,” said Mary Hasty, one of the neigh-
borhood residents leading the charge against the ramp.

Organizers say the rally will happen rain or shine — refusing
to let the infamous April shows rain on their parade. The rally is
planned for April 6 at 10 a.m. at the Stevenson Avenue cul de sac
between Landmark Mews and Overlook.

— Michael Lee Pope

Week in Alexandria

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

T
he 6th Annual Meet the Legends recep-
tion was held March 21 at the U.S. Patent
and Trade Office where more than 250

people gathered to celebrate the 2013 Living Leg-
ends of Alexandria.

“The history of America is written in communi-
ties by individuals and the decisions they make

14 Honored as Living Legends
David Martin
left “speechless.”

Founder Nina Tisara, left, poses with the 2013 Living Legends of Alexandria at the
March 21 Meet the Legends reception. Honorees include: Willie F. Bailey Sr., Kathryn
A. Brown and Marlin G. Lord, Rosa E. Byrd, Elizabeth Chimento and Poul Martin
Hertel, Joe Guiffre, Thomas Young “Jay” Johnson Jr., David M. Martin, Richard E.
Merritt, Joann E. Miller, Lonnie C. Rich, William “Bill” Rivers an Lewis A. Stearman.

Living Legend David Martin with
founder Nina Tisara.
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By Michael Lee Pope
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H
alf a million uninsured Virginians may
be eligible for Medicaid under an
agreement now being worked out in
Richmond — a deal in which Republi-

can Gov. Bob McDonnell agreed to include Medic-
aid expansion as part of the budget if Senate Demo-
crats supported a transportation package. The vote-
swapping arrangement is classic politics, but it may
open the door to half a million poor Virginians re-
ceiving health care.

“It’s like the ‘Lincoln’ movie,” said Kyle Konidk,
analyst with the University of Virginia Center for
Politics. “If you are trying to achieve an objective in

politics, a lot of time you can’t be totally pure about
it.”

The governor says he remains opposed to expand-
ing Medicaid in Virginia, a key part of President
Barack Obama’s Affordable Care Act. But in a series
of amendments he submitted to the General Assem-
bly this week, McDonnell left the door open to ex-
panding the program under certain conditions. If the
federal government fails to fund 90 percent of the
program, for example, Virginia would withdraw from
the program. Other conditions include creation of a
lockbox to retain temporary savings created by an
initial burst of federal money as well as instituting
managed care controls to save money and deliver

Health Care for Transportation Dollars
Vote-swapping agreement on transportation
funding opens door to Medicaid expansion.
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Spring Fun

Things To Do in Alexandria
Ways to be active in
welcoming spring season.

Rebuilding Together Alexandria volunteers will partici-
pate in National Rebuilding Day on April 27 providing
free home repairs to in-need homeowners, including
elderly, disabled, veterans, and families with children.
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By Courtney M. McSwain

Gazette Packet

A
s residents prepare to move on to warm
weather, blossoming buds and outdoor
fun, a number of events and activities can
help make this season fun and festive,

whether history buff, arts enthusiast, active volun-
teer or someone who likes to try new hobbies.

CITY CELEBRATIONS
Support the sustainability of our planet with neigh-

bors and friends during the City of Alexandria’s Earth
Day celebration on April 20 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at
Ben Brenman Park (4800 Brenman Park Drive). This
year’s theme is “Water: Every Drop Counts.” The cel-
ebration will feature exhibits, activities for children
and information about the Eco-City Alexandria Ini-
tiative. The event will also feature an “upcycling”
showcase, where students will show their creative
re-uses of trash through fashion, art and music.

Give back to Alexandria this May with Spring for
Alexandria, a multi-day event celebrating philan-
thropy in the city (www.springforalexandria.org). On
May 2, ACT for Alexandria will host the Generations
of Giving Gala at the U.S. Patent and Trademark Of-
fice with a “hometown tourist” theme (703-739-
7778). The next day on May 3, Volunteer Alexan-
dria will host the 15th Annual Business Philanthropy

Summit where nonprofits are invited to come and
display information about their organizations. Also
on May 3, Volunteer Alexandria will host the 6th
Annual Community Service Day with volunteer
projects benefitting schools, nonprofit organizations
and charitable agencies across the city (703-836-
2176). On May 4, the Alexandria Jaycees will host
Alexandria Gives, a donation drive at the Mt. Vernon
Recreation Center to benefit multiple local charities.

History buffs can look forward to the Civil War
150th Concert featuring the Federal City Brass Band
on May 18 at 7 p.m. at Fort Ward Park Amphitheater
(4301 W. Braddock Road). The concert will feature
mid-19th century songs played with the authentic
brass band sound of the time. The event is free and
open to the public (703-746-4848).

MUSIC & THEATER
Alexandria has a wealth of opportunities for those

who love live performances. Start the spring with a
visit to one of Alexandria’s world-class theater or
music venues like the Little Theater of Alexandria,
which presents its production of “33 Variations,” a
story of one musicologists exploration of Beethoven’s
masterpieces (703-683-5778). Or try Metro Stage for
its production of “Lady Swings the Blues,” extended
through March 31, and “Ghost-Writer,” running April
25 through June 2 (703-548-9044).

If one’s taste bends more toward classical than
musical theater, don’t miss The Alexandria Symphony
Orchestra’s debut of Elizabeth Pitcairn and the Red
Violin on Saturday April 20 and 21 at 3001 North

More
See full listings, page 19.

See Spring Fun,  Page 26

For a free digi-
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Retiring after 35 years serving the
Alexandria & Washington Metro Area

with honesty and integrity.

EVERYTHING
MUST GO!

WE WON’T BE
UNDERSOLD!

TAKE AN EXTRA - READER APPRECIATION
Alexandria Gazette
Mt. Vernon Gazette

Connection Newspapers15% OFF

Extra
5% Discount

for Mon.-Fri.
Shoppers

The line started to form at 10:30
a.m. and worked its way down the
sidewalk towards Monroe Avenue
in anticipation. At the stroke of 11
a.m., the Easter Bunny appeared
and invited all to enter the garden
center of Eclectic Nature Gift and
Garden Center for the 10th annual

Parents and children wander through the garden center
at Eclectic Nature hunting for Easter Eggs and admiring
the selection of spring garden plants and accessories.

Gathering for 10th Annual
Easter Egg Hunt

Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday
morning, March 23. The Easter
Bunny greeted all of the guests and
then posed with the children for
keepsake photos. The staff and
volunteers at Eclectic Nature also
set up crafts, games, facepainting
and raffle drawings.

Spring Fun

Young Adam finds his first
colored egg in Saturday’s
hunt at Eclectic Nature.

P
h
o

t
o

s
 
b
y
 
L
o

u
i
s
e
 
K

r
a
f
f
t
/
G

a
z
e
t
t
e
 
P
a
c
k
e
t



6  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  March 28 - April 3, 2013 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Location:
Bishop Ireton High School

201 Cambridge Road, Alexandria, VA
Door opens at 6:30 p.m.
Show starts at 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY APRIL 6, 2013
$15 admission in advance
$18 admission at the door
$13 seniors, students under 14 yrs

Order tickets at www.Magi-Whirl.Org/Gala or at the door
Military in uniform admitted free.

Featuring Las Vegas style magicians:
 International Illusionist – Brad Ross,
 Int’l Acclaimed Magician – Juliana Chen,
 Premier Renaissance Magician – Master Payne,
 Master Magician – John Carlson
 Magical Emcee – Eric Henning

See Bulletin,  Page 7

Charlotte S.
Drummond

Charlotte Susan Sauer
Drummond died on March 8, 2013
in The Villages, Fla. She was 68.
She was born and raised in Silver
Spring, Md. where she graduated
from Montgomery Blair High
School and attended Montgomery
College. She resided in Scotland
for several years after marrying
her husband, John R. Drummond
of Glasgow, Scotland. They re-
turned to the United States and
resided in several locations in
Northern Virginia before settling
in the Alexandria section of Fairfax
County, where they lived for nearly
30 years before moving to Florida.

For over 20 years she worked for
the Senior Services of Alexandria
where she performed a variety of

duties. She coordinated taxi ser-
vice for senior residents of Alex-
andria, enabling them to get re-
duced cost taxi rides to grocery
stores and medical appointments.
She also coordinated para transit
taxi service. In addition, she as-
sisted low-income elderly indi-
viduals in getting energy assis-
tance through the Washington
Area Fuel Fund and performed a
variety of administrative func-
tions. She enjoyed helping Alex-

andria seniors and developed
friendships with many of them.

Charlotte is survived by her hus-
band of 45 years, John R.
Drummond, her son Robin D.
Drummond of Alexandria, her sis-
ter, Katherine S. McGuirk of Glen
Burnie, Md., and her brother, H.
Arthur Sauer of Alexandria. She
was preceded in death by her
brother, George E. Sauer of
Potomac, Md., and her parents,
Nellie F. Sauer and Herman A.
Sauer.

A memorial service will be held
on April 13, at 11 a.m. at the
Westminster Presbyterian Church,
2701 Cameron Mills Road, Alex-
andria, VA 22302.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests that contributions be made
to the Senior Services of Alexan-
dria, 700 Princess St. - Mezzanine
Level, Alexandria, VA 22314.

Obituary

THURSDAY/MARCH 28
Alexandria Transit Company

Board. 5:30 p.m. City Hall, Sister
Cities Room 1101, 301 King St. For
more information, contact Marlene
Jones, 703-746-5637.

Maundy Thursday Service. 7:30
p.m. at Alexandria Presbyterian
Church, 2405 Russell Road. Visit
www.alexandriapres.org for more.

FRIDAY/MARCH 29
Commission for the Arts -

Executive Committee. 3 p.m. Dr.
Oswald Durant Memorial Center,
1605 Cameron St. For more
information, contact Diane Ruggiero,
diane.ruggiero@alexandriava.gov,
703-746-5565.

SUNDAY/MARCH 31
Sunrise Worship. 7 a.m. at Market

Square, 301 King St. by the
Alexandria Presbyterian Church. Visit
www.alexandriapres.org for more.

Easter Worship. 8:50 a.m. at
Alexandria Presbyterian Church,
2405 Russell Road. Visit
www.alexandriapres.org for more.

Bulletin Board Email announcements to gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday by noon. Photos welcome.
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From Page 6

From Page 3

News

See Bulletin,  Page 8

NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE
PREVENTION MONTH EVENTS
SafeAssured Child Identification.

SafeAssured ID Kits provide families
with vital information needed by law
enforcement and the media to
immediately broadcast information
unique to a missing child. Open to
the public. For more information,
visit http://www.safeassured-id.com/
.

Saturday, April 6, 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. at
Cora Kelley Recreation Center

Saturday, April 13, 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. at
William Ramsey Recreation Center

Saturday, April 27, 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. at
Charles Houston Recreation Center.

Darkness to Light’s (D2L)
Stewards of Children. Training
for parents and caregivers in the
ways to better prevent, recognize and
respond to child sexual abuse.
Childcare and pizza provided.
Reservations limited. To register, go
to:
cacstewardsofchildrentraining.eventbrite.com/

Friday, April 19, 3- 6 p.m. at The Center
for Alexandria’s Children, 1900 N.
Beauregard St., Suite 200

Tuesday, April 30, 3– 6 p.m. at The

Center for Alexandria’s Children,
1900 N. Beauregard St., Suite 200

A Playgroup A Day: The Center will
host a playgroup a day through the
month of April. Developmental
playgroups focus on the importance
of learning through play and provide
parents with best practices. Ages 0-5.
No pre-registration or enrollment
necessary. For a listing of playgroups,
visit the Center’s website at
www.centerforalexandriaschildren.org
or call 703-746-6008.

SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS
MONTH EVENTS
The Sexual Assault Center of the

Department of Community & Human
Services will recognize Sexual Assault
Awareness Month. There will be
several activities going on around the
City:

April 2: Sexual Assault Center Open
House from 4-7 p.m. at 421 King St.,
Suite 400, and decorate jeans for the
Messages of Hope Campaign to
encourage those who are survivors of
sexual violence and to build
awareness of sexual violence. Jean
donations are requested through
April 2 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. View the
Message of Hope display:

April 1 – 12 at the Department of
Health (4480 King St.) and DCHS
(2525 Mt. Vernon Ave.)

April 15 – 19 at the Casey Clinic (1200
N. Howard St.) and the Alexandria
Police Department

April 19 – 26 at the Alexandria Police
Department (3600 Wheeler Ave.)

The Clothesline Project, a display of t-
shirts made by survivors that bears
witness to the violence they have
experienced, will be on display April
15 – 19 at City Hall (301 King St.).

Spanish Language Safety and Prevention
Forum for the Hispanic Community
on April 30 from 7-9 p.m. – A panel
discussion on services and
information for the Hispanic
community at St. Andrews United
Methodist Church, 845 N. Howard
St.

Denim Day – On April 24, wear jeans
to work, school or around town as a
visible means of protest against
myths that surround rape and sexual
assault. For more information on
national denim day, go to
denimdayusa.org/.

Bulletin Board

Green Tax
Do you drive a hybrid car because you want to help the

ailing environment? Or were you looking to save money? Well,
if you’re in a Prius to breathe easier, pat yourself on the back.
But if you looking to save a buck, hold on to your wallet.

Members of the Virginia General Assembly created a new
$100 annual fee to hit drivers of hybrid vehicles. Because trans-
portation infrastructure is largely funded through the gas tax,
supporters say, hybrid drivers need to pay their fair share. But
what is that share?

This week, Republican Gov. Bob McDonnell weighed in,
reducing the $100 fee to $64.

“We still believe that hybrid drivers should not be singled
out to pay higher taxes,” said state Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-
30). “Typically, they already pay higher titling taxes, higher
annual personal property taxes and higher sales prices for being
good environmental stewards.”

Ebbin says he will be introducing legislation next year to
axe the tax.

“When climate-conscious consumers seek to do good by pur-
chasing a fuel-efficient hybrid, government should pat them
on the back rather than punish them,” said Dawone
Robinson of the Chesapeake Climate Action Network. “Vir-
ginians all across the Commonwealth have voiced their frus-
tration with this issue, first by participating in a hybrid pa-
rade in late January and then by signing thousands of peti-
tions against the tax.”

Green Commute
Spring is here, and that means bicycle weather. Hoping to

capitalize on the warmer temperatures, the Commuter Con-
nections and the Washington Area Bicyclist Association are
inviting you to bike to work Friday, May 17. Organizers are
promising this year’s event will be bigger than ever with more
than a dozen new pit stops offering cyclists refreshments, en-
tertainment and giveaways. Alexandria will have three pit stops
this year, one at Market Square, one at John Carlyle Square
and another at Mark Center.

“Bike to Work Day is a great way to promote bicycling as an
alternative to driving alone to work,” said Nicholas Ramfos,
director of Commuter Connections, an organization funded
by local transportation departments. “And it encourages those
who already bike to do it more often.”

More than 12,000 participants registered last year, a record-
breaking attendance, and coordinators this year are expect-
ing even more people this year. The first 12,000 registrants
will receive free Bike to Work Day T-shirts at the pit stop of
their choice and become eligible to win prizes such as Jamis
bicycles.

Green Art
Earth Day is almost upon us. And that means a number of

environmentally themed events are on the calendar — includ-
ing the Torpedo Factory.

The Second Thursday event on April 11 has been dubbed
“Greening the Arts,” mixing the worlds of sustainability and
fine arts. Guests can browse three floors of open studios and
galleries, meet the artists, enjoy refreshments and listen to
live music from Guitars Not Guns. Exhibits include “Trash Talk”
in the Target Gallery and “Beauty and the Waste” in Site 2&3
Galleries. After taking in the art, participants can use recycled
materials to craft their own creations.

“Right now, the plan is that we will have seedlings and people
can make their own containers using recycled newspaper,” said
Tara Zimnick-Calico, Director of Special Events.

That’s right, folks. Save this copy of the Gazette Packet and
do something useful with it.

— Michael Lee Pope

Business Matters

better care.
“We’re seeing a number of Republican governors

who opposed it started looking at the bottom line,”
said Frank Shafroth, director of the Center for State
and Local Leadership. “Medicaid is such a fundamen-
tal part of the state’s budget that it wouldn’t be out-
side the realm of possibility that the governor will
call a special session.”

LAST WEEK, Republican Attorney General Ken
Cuccinelli issued an opinion that questioned the con-
stitutionality of expanding Medicaid expansion in
Virginia. In response to an inquiry from Del. Bob
Marshall (R-13), Cuccinelli took aim at powers in-
vested in the Medicaid Innovation and Reform Com-
mission, whose members get to say whether or not
the governor’s conditions have been met. Cuccinelli
panned this arrangement as “a delegation of the
General Assembly’s legislative authority.”

“It is my opinion that the Virginia Constitution pro-
hibits the General Assembly from delegating final
legislative authority regarding budget or other en-
actments to a committee comprised of a subset of
members of the General Assembly,” Cuccinelli wrote
in the March 22 opinion.

The governor responded Tuesday, crafting new lan-
guage clarifying the role of the commission.
McDonnell’s new budget language sought to clear
up any ambiguity about what was necessary to meet
the conditions outlined in the agreement. That means
that the commission will play a more limited role,
one that sidesteps subjective judgments in favor of
objective rulings.

“That is different from giving the commission as
much latitude as the attorney general was interpret-
ing based on the language that was there previously,”
said state Sen. George Barker (D-39). “The gover-
nor says that he feels comfortable that this will stand
up.”

CREATED IN 1965, Medicaid is an entitlement
program to help states provide medical coverage for
low-income families and people with disabilities.
Since that time, the program has become the nation’s
primary source of health insurance for people who
live in poverty. Now the Obama administration wants

to dramatically increase the number of people who
qualify for Medicaid in Virginia. The federal govern-
ment would pick up 100 percent of the cost until
2016, when Virginia would be on the hook to pay
for 10 percent of the program.

“While I remain opposed to the Medicaid expan-
sion at this time due to the unsustainable 1,600 per-
cent growth in Medicaid in the past 30 years, I have
helped outline a plan for long-term reform to save
money and get better patient outcomes,” the gover-
nor said in a written statement this week. “My amend-
ments provide for greater certainty as to the expec-
tations of the General Assembly related to what re-
form means and what must be done before any po-
tential expansion of Medicaid.”

Some Democrats have accused the Republican at-
torney general with playing politics on health-care
reform, which Cuccinelli tried to challenge as un-
constitutional. They say his campaign for governor
clouds any objectivity he might have on the issue,
and that his opposition to the constitutionality of the
commission’s role is a thinly veiled political maneu-
ver designed to build support among the Republican
base.

“I believe the attorney general is incorrect that
these phases are subjective because there are clear
deliverables,” said Del. Patrick Hope (D-47). “There
will be white smoke, and we will know when these
reforms have been accomplished.”

ANOTHER PROVISION of the Affordable Care Act
is also creating deep divisions in Virginia over the
issue of abortion. The federal health care reform calls
for the creating of an exchange in the commonwealth
where uninsured people who make too much money
to qualify for Medicare can sign up for coverage. This
week, McDonnell said he wants to prohibit abortion
coverage through insurance plans purchased through
the exchanges. As legislators gather for their veto
session next month, this provision may be targeted
by a number of Democrats who say it limits a
woman’s right to choose.

“We cannot permit far right-wing ideology to dic-
tate personal medical decisions or to interfere with
business agreements,” said Sen. Barbara Favola (D-
31). “It is very demeaning to women, to their physi-
cians, and to all Virginians.”

Health Care for Transportation Dollars
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SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

CHATTANOOGA, TN by Motorcoach, May 16 – 20..................................$859
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 4 Nights Hotel, Daily Breakfast
& Dinner, Sightseeing, Cruises, Train Rides – Call for Details

MONTREAL & QUEBEC CITY by Motorcoach, July 14 – 20 .................$979
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 6 Nights Hotel, Daily Breakfast,
4 Dinners, Sightseeing – Call for Itinerary

TURKEY, Oct. 10-21.....................................................................................$2199
Includes Air from Dulles, 10 Nights Hotel, 9 Breakfasts, 7 Dinners,
Sightseeing – Call for details

*Design Public Hearing*
Eisenhower Avenue Widening and

Roadway Improvement Project

City of Alexandria
*Thursday, April 4, 2013*

* 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.*

*A brief presentation will begin at 7:30 p.m.*

* *

Lee Center, Gold Room
1108 Jefferson Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

*Come and see *preliminary plans for the construction of an addi-
tional westbound left turn lane on Eisenhower Ave. at Mill Road,
converting the traffic circle at Holland Lane to a “T” intersection
and streetscape improvements in the City of Alexandria. The pro-
ject length is approximately 0.4 miles

*Find out *about the project scope and tentative construction
schedule.

* *

*Review *the project information, proposed plans, schedule and the
approved environmental document at the public hearing or at City
of Alexandria City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 3200. You can also
review the project on the City of Alexandria Web page at
http://alexandriava.gov/tes/info/default.aspx?id=11248.
Please call ahead, 703-746-4053, to ensure the availability of per-
sonnel to answer your questions.

* *

*Give your written or oral comments *at the hearing or submit
them by April 18, 2013,* *to Lisa Jaatinen, P.E., 301 King Street,
Room 3200, Alexandria, VA 22314. You may also e-mail your com-
ments to lisa.jaatinen@alexandriava.gov. Please reference “Eise-
nhower PH Comments” in the subject line.

* *

*The City of Alexandria ensures *nondiscrimination in all pro-
grams, services, and activities in accordance with Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964. Call 1-703-746-4027 at least 48 hours in
advance of the meeting date for special assistance or information.
If you need more information or special assistance for persons with
disabilities or limited English proficiency, contact Kathleen Leonard
at 703-746-4027 or TTY/TDD 703-838-5056.

*State Project# U000-100-135 Fed. # STP-5401(743)*
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cludes full funding for the program. In fact, last
year he suggested adding $103,500 for a new full-
time employee. But one of the items on the add/
delete list under consideration by board members is
a $543,000 reduction that would eliminate the pro-
gram. Scores of parents spoke out against the cut
last week, and they’ll have another chance when
board members hold the next budget public hearing
on April 4.

“I have a child with behavioral issues, and I can’t
really give him the support and help that the FACE
center has offered him,” said Myrna Delgado who
has three children who attend FACE center at Brent
Place. “If the FACE centers were taken away, it would
be devastating to these children.”

BACK IN JANUARY, the superintendent proposed
a $228.5 million operating budget to School Board
members, which included a $188.7 million appro-
priation from City Hall. The next month, City Man-
ager Rashad Young proposed a budget that had a
$185.5 million appropriation to the schools. That
means School Board members must find a way to
cut $3 million out of the superintendent’s budget
unless they want to lobby City Council members for
more money.

“It’s always such an inspiration to see the public
come forward about the things they care about,”
School Board chairman Karen Graf told parents dur-
ing the board meeting last week.

The proposed elimination of the FACE centers is
the largest possible cut, eliminating more than half
a million dollars and helping to close the $3 million
gap board members are struggling to fill. Seven of
the nine board members had some kind of elimina-
tion to the program on their list of budget cuts to
consider. Other cuts include reducing central office
staff and eliminating the use of the popular language
software Rosetta Stone. One of the cuts would cut
the T.C. Williams satellite campus at Landmark Mall

from six teachers to four teachers.
“That would probably curtail the program a little

bit,” Sherman said of the possible reduction to the
satellite campus. “But this would allow it to still go
ahead.”

THE FACE CENTER program falls under the school
system’s Office of Volunteerism and Community Part-
nerships. The six centers are at Cora Kelly School,
John Adams Elementary School, Brent Place, the
ARHA Parent Resource Center and the Community
Lodgings apartment on Notabene Drive. Now that
the parents have spoken out on the issue, board
members have to figure out what other cuts they
might want to make to save FACE.

“The speakers certainly had an impact,” said School
Board member Bill Campbell. “It forced some of the
younger folks on the board, who may not have been
familiar with the program, to find out more about
it.”

Parents Rally To Save Program
Potential Cuts
❖ $543,000: eliminate the Family and Community

Engagement programs
❖ $425,000: reduce 3 FTE from central office staff
❖ $195,000: reduce STEM coordinator FTE and associated

secondary STEM costs
❖ $200,000: reduce the amount allocated for Stonewall lease
❖ $200,000: reduce teachers reserve from 12 FTE to 10 FTE
❖ $200,000: reduce teacher substitutes costs across all schools
❖ $160,000: reduce two teachers or facilitators from the

satellite campus
❖ $150,000: reduce funding for elementary authentic texts
❖ $130,000: reduce legal fees
❖ $120,000: reduce travel and conference fees
❖ $100,000: reduce purchased services division-wide
❖ $100,000: reduce software and online charges at T.C.

Williams High School
❖ $100,000: reduce 1 FTE online facilitator
❖ $100,000 reduce Office of Educational Facilities budget

growth
❖ $78,000: eliminate Rosetta Stone language program
❖ $75,000: move 1 FTE literary specialist from operating
❖ $50,000: reduce translation services division-wide
❖ $40,000: reduce support specialist at Tucker Elementary

School

TUESDAY/APRIL 2
Seminar. 6:30-8 p.m. at Northern

Virginia Community College
Alexandria campus. Skilled
immigrants can obtain professional
licensing or certifications and get
employment. The seminars are free
and open to all immigrants with
foreign credentials. Registration is
required at
www.globaltalentbridge.org/nova or
703-257-6580.

Joint Informational Meeting. 7-9

p.m. at the Charles Houston Rec
Center, 901 Wythe St. Park & Rec
Commission and Environmental
Policy Commission will discuss new
Chesapeake Bay regulations and
more.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 3
Lecture. 7 p.m. at Inova Alexandria

Hospital. “Healthy Eating for a
Healthy Heart.” Free. Visit
www.inova.org/AskTheExpert or 1-
855-694-6682.

THURSDAY/APRIL 4
Elections. 6-8 p.m. at Charles Houston

Rec Center, 901 Wythe St. The
election of officers and at-large
members of the executive committee
of the Alexandria Virginia chapter of
the National Association of the
Advancement of Colored People. In
order to vote, one must be in good
standing of the branch. 703-684-
6190.

SATURDAY/APRIL 6
AWLA Baby Shower. Animal lovers

and prospective foster parents can
attend a shower from noon-4 p.m. at
the Vola Lawson Animal Shelter,
4101 Eisenhower Ave., to learn about
the foster care program, meet current
foster parents and donate items from
the Foster Care Wish List. Visit

www.alexandriaanimals.org for
more.

Public Rally. 10-11 a.m. at Stevenson
Avenue cul-de-sac. Voice concern
about the HOT lanes. Visit
www.delaytheramp.com for more.

MONDAY/APRIL 8
Meeting. 5:30 p.m. at City Hall, room

2000, 301 King St. The Long Range
Educational Facilities Planning Work
Group will meet. For more
information, please contact Laurel
Hammig, Facilities Planner & GIS
Specialist, ACPS, 703-461-4168 or
Karl Moritz, Deputy Director,
Planning and Zoning, City of
Alexandria, 703-746-3804.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 10
Retirement Planning. 9:30 a.m. –

noon at the Charles Beatley Central
Library, 5005 Duke St. Local speakers
from AARP, Signature Estate and
Investment Advisors, LLC and the
Virginia Insurance Counseling and
Assistance Program will talk about
what to expect from Medicare and
Medicaid, get importance advice
about when and how to begin Social
Security and steps to take to help
insure long-term financial security.
Free. Light refreshments will be
served. Seating is limited so register
at www.seniorservicesalex.org or call
703-836-4414, ext. 10.

Bulletin Board

Correction
The Duncan Library Poetry

Society will hold its second
meeting at St. Elmo’s Coffee
Pub on April 8 from 7 – 9 p.m.
The time was listed incor-
rectly in “Making Poetry Open
to All,” Gazette Packet, March
21. To reach organizers of the
Duncan Library Poetry Soci-
ety, contact the Duncan Li-
brary at 703-746-1705.
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Conveniently located in Alexandria, Virginia, Global Health College is a private
school dedicated to preparing the next generation of healthcare providers.

Open a new career path – in just two years*!

Become a Nurse.
Our next RN program begins May 6th, 2013

Call and register today: (703) 212-7410
25 S. Quaker Lane, Alexandria, VA 22314

 Why choose Global Health College?
• Affordable tuition
• Financial aid available for those who qualify
• High NCLEX pass rate
• LPN and RN programs that begin year round

(Associate Degree in Nursing)
• Average class size
• Modern simulation labs
• Flexible schedules, designed for the working professional
• Fully accredited by ACICS, NLNAC (for practical nursing only)

and certified by SCHEV
 *Depending on number of college credits already earned.
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Police Department and the citi-
zens of Alexandria,” said Cook af-
ter tying a blue ribbon to the play-
ground fence in Laboy’s honor. “I
know this school’s emphasis on
citizenship and this effort is an-
other outpouring of that, and we
appreciate it from the heart.”

Laboy was shot Feb. 27 at the
intersection of Wilkes and S. St.
Asaph streets. The school’s play-
ground was used as a landing pad
by first responders to medevac
Laboy to Washington Hospital
Center, where he remains hospi-
talized.

“Officer Laboy is doing remark-
ably well,” said Tammy Ignacio, a
cousin of Laboy’s wife Suzanne
and spokesperson for the family.
“What the students of Lyles-
Crouch have done here is amaz-
ing and is heartwarming for
Suzanne, Peter and their family.”

In addition to donating their
own allowance money, students at
the school sold blue ribbons for $5
each to raise funds for the Laboy
family. Although classes were not
in session because of Spring Break,
members of the Grandparents

Students Raise Funds for Laboy

Club were on hand to present the
check to Cook and add their own
ribbons to the schoolyard fence.

“Officer Laboy’s son was a stu-
dent here with my granddaugh-
ter,” said Toni Adams, who added
her own blue ribbon to the

school’s fence. “Even though my
grandchildren no longer attend
Lyles-Crouch, I still stay involved
with the Grandparents Club and
it was important for us to do
something to help out the Laboy
family.”

Photo by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Alexandria Police Chief Earl Cook ties a blue ribbon to the
fence at Lyles-Crouch Traditional Academy March 22 near
where Officer Peter Laboy was shot.
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T
he first paragraph of Virginia Free-
dom of Information Act, passed by
the General Assembly in 1968,
states that all public records “shall

be presumed open.”
It doesn’t add, “except when we don’t want

to,” although that provision does seem to be
available in many cases. Individual gov-
ernment entities have a variety of ways
of making it hard for the public to ac-
cess public information.

One such way is simply to require that the
information seeker file a “FOIA request,” a
written request for information under the Free-
dom of Information Act. Most public informa-
tion should be readily available, handed over
on request. The written query allows the en-
tity, a school system for example, to parse the
request to provide as little information as pos-
sible. It is a method of foot-dragging, of just
hoping that the requestor will give up.

A growing obstacle involves fees. Many gov-
ernment agencies respond to any request for
public information with a bill, sometimes for
thousands of dollars. The bills can cover staff
time to calculate the answers, to locate the
data. The staff time involved is already on the
public payroll, and charging fees to provide

public information to the public when the pub-
lic is already paying for the existence of the
information is double dipping. Again, it’s a
method designed to discourage access. And it
is often effective. And while many citizen
groups in our area can cough up $3,000 or
$6,000 or more for access to the email corre-

spondence of public officials on a deci-
sion that affects the public, for ex-
ample, many cannot. It is inequitable
to charge this sort of fee.

The existence of email correspondence be-
tween public officials is another concern, al-
lowing for discussion that, while usually FOIA-
able, takes place outside the public eye. Local
governments could develop a public archive
for email correspondence that would do much
to enhance transparency and sunshine in the
Commonwealth, and reduce embarrassment
on the part of emailing officials because they
would recognize in advance that their email is
public.

The Virginia Freedom of Information Act
includes an exception that allows police to
withhold, without justification, “complaints,
memoranda, correspondence, case files or re-
ports, witness statements and evidence.” Po-
lice officials in Fairfax, Arlington and Alexan-

dria have adopted what they call a “blanket”
approach to using their exemption. That means
they have decided to withhold any document
they can without any analysis of whether they
should. But no public entity should be allowed
blanket exemptions. Withholding public infor-
mation, if it is allowed, should be on a case-
by-case basis. Police departments all over the
country routinely allow access to police reports,
incident reports and many other source docu-
ments without harm, documents that police
here refuse to allow the public to see.

So with many systemic roadblocks to public
access to public information, it is discourag-
ing to say the least to see the General Assem-
bly add significant new obstacles.

The Virginia Coalitions for Open Government
reports that the General Assembly passed ex-
emptions that “will limit access to some corre-
spondence of legislative aides, to evacuation
plans for hospitals operating under certificates
of public need, to certain flight plans filed at
regional government airports, to records and
meetings of the Jamestown-Yorktown Founda-
tion and to bank self-assessments. All con-
cealed handgun permit applications will now
be off-limits, too, thanks to a bill that was radi-
cally amended from its original purpose and
reported from committee to House floor in less
than 24 hours,” limiting public comment.

— Mary Kimm,

 mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

More Obstacles to Transparency
General Assembly puts more information out of
public reach, but other factors also limit access.

Editorial

3:21 p.m., March 25,
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Letters to the Editor

More Than
Just Money
To the Editor:

Governor McDonnell is consid-
ering legislation that would seize
control of the unaccredited
Jefferson-Houston Elementary
School from the Alexandria City
Public School Board and Superin-
tendent Sherman can only say,
“We believe we are going to make
accreditation. We’ll have a conver-
sation in June or July, and I hope
I’m not here saying ‘Oops.’”

Jefferson-Houston is being torn
down and a new school con-
structed at a cost of nearly $45
million and all we can hope for is
not having to say, “Oops”? As a
taxpayer who lives in the
Jefferson-Houston district and
pays $7,000 per year in property
taxes, part of which pays for this
school and Dr. Sherman’s
$264,400 annual salary, “Oops”
does not invoke confidence in Dr.
Sherman’s vision for Jefferson-
Houston’s redevelopment. Why
isn’t Dr. Sherman vociferously de-
fending his plan for Jefferson-
Houston to those at the state-level
considering taking over its con-
trol?

In 1999 the Alexandria School

Board’s redistricting plan ensured
that the school went from having
50 percent of its students eligible
for free and reduced lunch to 77
percent. Test scores at the school
have fallen for years. Jefferson-
Houston has not met accreditation
standards for 10 out of 11 years
and recently, there have been an
increased decline.

Recent test scores indicate only
29 percent of black students show
basic proficiency in Math, and only
46 percent of students with dis-
abilities can demonstrate basic
English skills.

Dr. Sherman’s response has been
to replace the principal and one-
half of its teachers. Is the problem
the building, the teachers, the
School Board, or the elephant in
the room no one is mentioning —
are the kids attending Jefferson-
Houston prepared to learn when
they arrive each morning? That is,
are parents ensuring the kids have
breakfast before school, went to
bed at a reasonable hour the night
before, did their homework, and
are parents involved in their
children’s learning? Or are
Jefferson-Houston’s teachers being
expected to be parents to these
kids as well?

See Letters,  Page 12
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See Letters,  Page 25

Regardless, it’s clear that a new
building, no matter how expen-
sive, will not ensure that everyone
is doing their part, and throwing
money at the problem isn’t always
the answer.

Stephanie Hiller
Alexandria

Reasonable
Requirements
To the Editor:

Democracy is the foundation of
the American way of life, and the
driving force behind democracy is
the power to vote. Now awaiting
the governor’s signature are two
bills seeking to modify the identi-
fication requirements for Virginia
voters to require photo identifica-
tion in order to cast a ballot. The
bills have sparked much debate.
One side is legitimately concerned
about voter fraud, while the other
is legitimately concerned about
disenfranchising voters. Both of
those concerns must be addressed
if our democracy is to survive.

If there is one topic that is ad-
dressed multiple times throughout
our federal and state constitutions,
it is voting. After over 200 plus
years it is well established that the
only requirement to vote, other
than attaining 18 years of age, is
residency. At the federal level as
provided by the U.S. Constitution,
our congressmen are chosen by
“the People of the several states.”

At the state level, as provided by
the Virginia Constitution, “all elec-
tions ought to be free; and that all
men, having sufficient evidence of
permanent common interest with,
and attachment to, the commu-
nity, have the right of suffrage.”
Under the Virginia Constitution,
“Residence, for all purposes of
qualification to vote, requires both
domicile and a place of abode.”

Unfortunately, politics play a
role in anything that affects vot-
ing. I believe it is important for
everyone to step back and remem-
ber that we all want every vote to
be counted, but only once. We do
not want to let politics so cloud
voting that we end up like our
neighbors to the north with vot-
ing districts that resemble a Jack-
son Pollok painting.

I believe the bills crafted by the
legislature adequately address the
concerns on both sides of the is-
sue. The bills as I read them, al-
though they will require photo
identification at the polls, will at
the same time require each gen-
eral registrar to issue free voter
registration cards that will include
both the photograph and signature
of any voter who does not already
have an acceptable form of photo
identification. I have found noth-
ing in the bills that will limit what
can be used as proof that one is a
resident and therefore qualified to
vote at the registration stage, or
that will require an already regis-
tered voter to do anything other
than present their voter registra

For USO GALA
Sabrina Campbell of Occasionally Cake in Alexandria
helps out with the USO-Metro Annual Awards Cer-
emony in Arlington by donating a centerpiece cake
and 600 stars and stripes cookies, valued at $6,000.
Visit www.occasionallycake.com
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JUST ARRIVED
Citrus, Fruit Trees, Blueberries & Herbs

Spring Blooming Flowers & Shrubs!
Lilies, Orchids, Hanging Baskets

$29.99/cu. yd.
FR

EE
 Fi

ll Bulk Mulch,
Playground Chips

& Organic Compost

Ivy & Pachysandra
Approx. 100  $29.99
Vinca   50 Peat Pots

     $36.99
9023 Arlington Blvd.,

Fairfax, Virginia
2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

www.cravensnursery.com
Visit our new Web site:

➠

Follow
us:

Celebrating our
40th Anniversary

Japanese Maples
30% OFF
Over 200 Varieties

Pansies are Here
97¢

Reg price $1.89

Pansies are Here
97¢

Reg price $1.89

Pansies are Here
97¢

Reg price $1.89

Pansies are Here
97¢

Reg price $1.89

Pansies are Here
97¢

Reg price $1.89

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

RR Ties $19.99

10% Off All Hardscaping!
Sale ends April 15, 2013

Free Estimates
Landscaping and Hardscaping

10% Off All Hardscaping!
Sale ends April 15, 2013

Free Estimates
Landscaping and Hardscaping

10% Off All Hardscaping!
Sale ends April 15, 2013

Free Estimates
Landscaping and Hardscaping

10% Off All Hardscaping!
Sale ends April 15, 2013

Free Estimates
Landscaping and Hardscaping

Home Sales

Copyright 2013 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of March 15, 2013.

Address ................................ BR . FB .HB ... Postal City .... Sold Price ... Type ............... Lot AC .PostalCode ................ Subdivision
1011 WASHINGTON ST N #63 ........ 4 ... 4 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .... $1,900,000 .... Detached ............................. 22314 ...................... LIBERTY ROW
211 GIBBON ST ............................. 3 ... 3 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .... $1,625,000 .... Attach/Row Hse ... 0.08 ....... 22314 .......................... OLD TOWN
212 WOODLAND TER ..................... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .... $1,366,640 .... Detached ............. 0.24 ....... 22302 ................. JEFFERSON PARK
524 PITT ST S ................................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .... $1,220,000 .... Townhouse .......... 0.07 ....... 22314 .......................... OLD TOWN
930 SAINT ASAPH ST S ................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .... $1,150,000 .... Townhouse .......... 0.15 ....... 22314 .................. YATES GARDENS
207 ROYAL ST S ............................. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .... $1,015,000 .... Semi-Detached ..... 0.04 ....... 22314 .......................... OLD TOWN
2181 JAMIESON AVE #1209/1208 ... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $949,900 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors .................. 22314 ................ CARLYLE TOWERS
701 MILLER LN .............................. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $875,000 .... Attach/Row Hse ... 0.04 ....... 22314 .............. POTOMAC GREENS
20 WYATT AVE W ........................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $865,000 .... Detached ............. 0.17 ....... 22301 ......................... ROSECREST
3 GLENDALE AVE W ....................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $860,000 .... Detached ............. 0.13 ....... 22301 .............................. DEL RAY
800 ENDERBY DR .......................... 4 ... 3 ... 3 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $860,000 .... Detached ............. 0.17 ....... 22302 ..................... BEVERLY HILLS
2205 MAIN LINE AVE ...................... 3 ... 4 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $853,110 .... Townhouse .......... 0.05 ....... 22301 .................. POTOMAC YARD
2311 MAIN LINE AVE ...................... 3 ... 3 ... 2 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $840,000 .... Townhouse .......... 0.00 ....... 22301 .................. POTOMAC YARD
311 PITT ST N ................................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $840,000 .... Townhouse .......... 0.03 ....... 22314 .......................... PITT MEWS
5175 BRAWNER PL ........................ 5 ... 4 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $830,000 .... Townhouse .......... 0.04 ....... 22304 .............. CAMERON STATION
908 SLATERS LN #11 ..................... 3 ... 4 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $825,000 .... Townhouse .......................... 22314 ...................... TOWN COURT
20 W DEL RAY AVE ......................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $815,000 .... Detached ............. 0.11 ....... 22301 .............................. DEL RAY
1704 STONEBRIDGE RD ................. 4 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $780,000 .... Detached ............. 0.19 ....... 22304 ................. KINGS HUNDRED
213 OXFORD AVE E ........................ 4 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $775,000 .... Detached ............. 0.13 ....... 22301 .............................. DEL RAY
2933 BRYAN ST .............................. 4 ... 4 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $775,000 .... Detached ............. 0.19 ....... 22302 .................. ALBERT V BRYAN
207 DUKE ST ................................. 4 ... 1 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $770,696 .... Townhouse .......... 0.04 ....... 22314 .......................... OLD TOWN
311 SECOND ST ............................. 3 ... 3 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $770,000 .... Townhouse .......... 0.03 ....... 22314 .................... HEARTHSTONE
2210 FORT WARD PL ...................... 5 ... 3 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $760,000 .... Detached ............. 0.24 ....... 22304 ............ MARLBORO ESTATES
5237 BRAWNER PL ........................ 3 ... 3 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $730,000 .... Townhouse .......... 0.06 ....... 22304 .............. CAMERON STATION
1120 PRINCE ST ............................ 3 ... 3 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $722,100 .... Townhouse .......... 0.03 ....... 22314 .......................... OLD TOWN
300 BELLEFONTE AVE E ................. 2 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $685,500 .... Detached ............. 0.13 ....... 22301 .............................. DEL RAY
220 DEL RAY AVE E ........................ 3 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $678,500 .... Detached ............. 0.10 ....... 22301 .............................. DEL RAY
212 NELSON AVE E ........................ 3 ... 1 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $675,000 .... Detached ............. 0.12 ....... 22301 .............................. DEL RAY
118 HUME AVE .............................. 4 ... 1 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $667,000 .... Detached ............. 0.08 ....... 22301 .................... EMMA P HUME
2151 JAMIESON AVE #2109 ............ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $650,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors .................. 22314 ................ CARLYLE TOWERS
165 CAMERON STATION BLVD ......... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $647,000 .... Townhouse .......... 0.03 ....... 22304 .............. CAMERON STATION
462 FERDINAND DAY DR ................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $637,000 .... Townhouse .......... 0.03 ....... 22304 .............. CAMERON STATION
2500 DAVIS AVE ............................. 3 ... 1 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $635,000 .... Detached ............. 0.20 ....... 22302 ........... BRADDOCK HEIGHTS
2320 SANFORD ST ......................... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $630,000 .... Townhouse .......... 0.03 ....... 22301 .............................. DEL RAY
509 PATRICK ST N .......................... 2 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $630,000 .... Townhouse .......... 0.03 ....... 22314 ...................... PARKER GRAY
123 CAMERON STATION BLVD ......... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $627,000 .... Townhouse .......... 0.02 ....... 22304 .............. CAMERON STATION
2702 CAMERON MILLS RD .............. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $623,000 .... Detached ............. 0.13 ....... 22302 ........... BRADDOCK HEIGHTS
15A CHAPMAN ST ......................... 3 ... 2 ... 2 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $600,000 .... Townhouse .......... 0.05 ....... 22301 ................. ROSEMONT PARK
4637 KNIGHT PL ............................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $600,000 .... Townhouse .......... 0.04 ....... 22311 ......................... STONEGATE
1005 DUKE ST ............................... 3 ... 1 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $599,000 .... Townhouse .......... 0.03 ....... 22314 .......................... OLD TOWN
603 FAIRFAX ST S ........................... 2 ... 1 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $595,000 .... Townhouse .......... 0.03 ....... 22314 ... THOMAS SHELTON ESTATE
5009 MURTHA ST .......................... 3 ... 2 ... 2 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $585,000 .... Townhouse .......... 0.03 ....... 22304 .............. CAMERON STATION
226 CAMERON STATION BLVD ......... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $580,000 .... Townhouse .......... 0.03 ....... 22304 .............. CAMERON STATION
1109 PORTNER RD ........................ 2 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $580,000 .... Townhouse .......... 0.02 ....... 22314 .......................NETHERGATE
808 ENDERBY DR .......................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $575,000 .... Detached ............. 0.17 ....... 22302 ..................... BEVERLY HILLS
5119 GARDNER DR ........................ 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $575,000 .... Attach/Row Hse ... 0.02 ....... 22304 .............. CAMERON STATION
400 MADISON ST #1701 ................ 2 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $571,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors .................. 22314 ............ ALEXANDRIA HOUSE
180 MARTIN LN ............................. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $565,000 .... Townhouse .......... 0.02 ....... 22304 .............. CAMERON STATION
812 DEVON PL ............................... 2 ... 1 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $565,000 .... Townhouse .......... 0.03 ....... 22314 ........ MT VERNON CONST CO

In February 2013, 142 Alexandria homes sold between $1,900,000-$105,000.
This week’s list represents those homes sold in the $1,900,000-$565,000 range.

For the complete list, visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Alexandria Old Town Historic District Office
Congratulates These Fine Agents on an Exceptional Job in 2012

LONG & FOSTER, REALTORS®

Old Town Historic District Office
400 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 703-683-0400

Master’s Club  $20 Million or More

Founder’s Club  $10-20 Million

Sean Satkus & Kendra Carey Martine IrmerKim Muffler

Chris White Brad Kintz

Brian Hong
& Jery Beamer

Betsy Gorman
& Bette Gorman

Laura BiedermanGary Ansley Anita Vida-
D’Antonio

Dayna Blumel & Kerry Adams

Peter & Lee Braun/Sandi Poole
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Bob Skinner

Pat Wilson

Franki Roberts

Elfie Biankini Ben Grouby

Margaret Ruhe

Susan Batchelder

Ann Logsdon
& Emily Capelli

Julia Martin

Deborah Alea

Martha Deal

Inderjeet Jumani

Ruth Guirard

Suzanne BackusSheila Kolb

Ann Kcaavaljian

Alexandria Old Town Historic District Office
Congratulates These Fine Agents on an Exceptional Job in 2012

400 King Street
703-683-0400

Chairman’s Club  $5-10 Million

President’s Club  $3-5 Million

Director’s Club  $2-3 Million Executive’s Club  $1-2 Million

Mary Taylor Jim Crowe Sheryl Lambson Margaret Keagle Renee Reymond Louise Devers

Rich Ragan John Randolph Catherine FoltzVal Klotz

Heidi Kohler & Elke Kohler Daniel Lusk & Michael McCormick

Janice Allen

Sharon Edwards

Leah Chapla Judy Pisciotta

Wendy Shelley

Peggy Baldwin Bonnie Clark

Dave Olinger

Adele DePolo Pat Garrity

Jill DiPasquale Ellen Young

Norma Gants Steve KindrickDavid Okonsky

Kristy MatthaiGinger Webre Sheryl Powers Vermont
& Paula Powers

Katherine Ward Marc FosterDerick Hammond Klanci Vanderhyde Glenn Witucki Jen Collier Annelise Smith

Anne Hambley

Christine Vanderhyde

Vinh Tolentino Bob Polson Chuck HarrisNanci Sale

Mary Bourke & Shane Canny Georgia McLaughlin
& Patricia Landaeta

Walid Ashoor

Janet Thomas

Margaret Miller Anya Macklin Bill PorterJon Wilbor Manfredy LopezJune SherwoodMeg Tracy

Charlene Hyneman Kira Lopez

Mindy BrubakerMichael Manuel

Susan Haughton Marcy Covarrubias Brandy BuzinskiNorma StrattonMike Lekas

Mary Lou Sage
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Spring Fun

By Amber Healy

Gazette Packet

A
n annual magic convention will
bring big stars of the entertain-
ment world to a high school au-
ditorium early next month, and

everyone’s invited.
Magi-Whirl is one of the Washington,

D.C.-area’s premiere magic conferences,
bringing together hobbyists with profession-
als and collectors alike to share ideas and
pick up some new tricks.

“This is not a local magicians show,” said
Danny Selnick, president of Ring 50 of the
International Brotherhood of Magicians, the
local chapter of the worldwide fraternity of
illusionists and other masters of deception.
“This is Las Vegas comes to Alexandria.”

There will be some local magicians, both
taking part in the lectures that will take up
Friday night, April 5, and the early part of
the day on Saturday, April 6.

But the real treat comes Saturday night,
when the auditorium at Bishop Ireton High
School turns into a star-studded perfor-
mance.

Featured this year is
Juliana Chen, a woman
born in China who de-
fected to the United
States via Canada and
became the first woman
named World Cham-
pion at the World Con-
gress of Magicians, earning her the title of
the First Lady of Magic. A specialist in a
wide variety of tricks, including a mask that
changes colors on its own and cards that
appear in an endless stream when she clicks
her fingers, Chen has served as the artistic
director of the Shanghai International

Las Vegas Comes to Alexandria

“Magic for me is seeing
the magic happen.”

— Eric Henning

Big name magicians
convene to share
tricks, entertain
families at Magi-Whirl
2013 on April 6.

Magic Festival, and the Athens Festival of
Illusion at the Gialiono Music Theater from
2005 through 2007.

Also on the bill is Brad Ross, one of the
youngest illusionists to lead the Disney Live!
series of performances with Mickey Mouse
and other familiar characters, appearing

with the tour since
2006. He’ll be flying
in to give a lecture to
the magicians par-
ticipating in the con-
vention on Friday
night and Saturday
before taking the

Bishop Ireton stage Saturday.
Other headliners include Master Payne,

who has served as the official house magi-
cian of the Camlann Mediaeval Fair for more
than 30 years and is one of the best-known
magicians in the Seattle area, and John
Carlson, a former New York City police of-

P
h
o

t
o

s
 
C

o
n

t
r
i
b
u
t
e
d

Brad Ross just finished his
sixth year as the master illu-
sionist in the world tour of
Disney Live! presents Mickey’s
Magic Show, and he’ll be
bringing his magic to Magi-
Whirl 2013 at Bishop Ireton
High School on April 6.

Juliana Chen, the first woman to
win the World Congress of Magic,
is one of several headliners for
Magi-Whirl 2013, at Bishop Ireton
High School on April 6.

ficer who traded in his siren for the happy
shrieks of children at birthday parties across
the country.

“This is a chance for the community to
see superstars,” said Michael Taggert, the
show’s organizer. “That’s the whole purpose
of the show. It’s not just another dance
troupe or symphony or school play. It’s
something you don’t see in the Washington
area very often.”

Taggert and Selnick are responsible for
the event, Selnick as the Ring 50 president
and Taggert as the show’s producer. But
they’re quick to point to the magicians fly-
ing in from across the country and around
the world to bring their talent to Alexan-
dria for a night of fun.

“Last year, we had three international
superstars come in,” Taggert said, adding
that there are a few people already contact-
ing him for future conventions as far away
as 2015.

Ring 50 had a convention for many years,
starting in the 1960s, but after a while the
conventions fell away. But in the recent past,
it was rediscovered that Ring 50’s bylaws
require an annual convention, Taggert said.

TAGGERT ALSO WORKS with another
big name in magic, albeit one based more
locally. Eric Henning has made quite the
name for himself, performing at least once
for the Obama family in addition to occa-
sional gigs throughout the area, including
one coming up at the Old Town Theater in
Alexandria the week after the convention.

Henning describes his magic style as “very
old school but with a twist.” In magic, as in
life, everything old is new again, and he spe-
cializes in up-close magic, where the illu-
sion often occurs in an audience member’s
hand.

“I don’t ask what’s new, but what’s old,”
he said. He got his start working Renais-
sance fairs and other open-air perfor-
mances, where people had to be convinced
to stop and pay attention and maybe, if they

See Magi-Whirl,  Page 22

E-mail announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and
artwork are encouraged. Deadline is
Thursday at noon.

ONGOING
50th Annual Needlework

Exhibition. Through Sunday,
March 31. Open 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Wednesday through Monday. At the
Historic Woodlawn, 9000 Richmond
Highway. $10/adults; $5/students
through grade 12; free/children 5
and under. Visit http://
woodlawn1805.org/50th-annual-
needlework-exhibition/ or call 703-
780-4000.

Free Admission. Through Sunday,
March 31. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Wednesday
through Saturday and 1-3 p.m.
Sunday. No admission charge at the
Lee-Fendall House Museum
throughout March. Located at 614
Oronoco St. Visit www.leefendall
house.org or call 703-548-1789.

Theater Performance. Through
Sunday, March 31. “Ladies Swing the
Blues,” a world premiere by Thomas
W. Jones II and William Knowles at
Metrostage, 1201 N. Royal St.
Explore the jazz folklore, mythologies
and backstage stories of the ’40s and
’50s with four legendary jazz divas as
they gather to commemorate the
passing of jazz legend Charlie Parker.

Performances are Thursdays and
Fridays at 8 p.m., Saturdays at 3 p.m.
and 8 p.m., and Sundays at 3 p.m.
and 7 p.m. Tickets $50 (students
$25). For tickets call 800-494-8497
or visit www.metrostage.org,
Groups/Info 703-548-9044. Fully
accessible, free parking.

Art Exhibit. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. “State of
Emergency,” Sabyna Sterrett’s
exhibition of woven repurposed
plastic bags and products, will be
featured in The Art League Gallery,
at 105 N. Union St. Through April 1.
Free. Visit www.theartleague.org or
call 703-683-1780.

Art Exhibit. See “Process:

See Calendar,  Page 20

Calendar

As part of
the annual
Spring for
Alexandria
4 days of
activities,
Lemonaide
Day hosted
by Kids
Helping
Kids will
be May 4.
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127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Fresh Shad Roe

Spring Specials
   Dover Sole  • Bouillabaisse
      Frog Legs  • Beef Wellington
           Coq au vin • Cassoulet
               Chef Specials • Venison

Old Town

Old Town’s most authentic Country
French restaurant since 1983

Spring Fun

Photography” at The Athenaeum, 201
Prince St. Features established and
emerging talent displaying a wide
variety of picture taking devices
ranging from large print to electron
microscopy. Over 15 types of
equipment are represented. Through
April 7. Free. Visit www.nvfaa.org for
more.

Spring Classes. Art at the Center,
2804 Sherwood Hall Lane. Children
ages 6-10 can participate. Register at
www.artatthecenter.org or 703-201-
1250.

Art Exhibit. Through Tuesday, April
23. Open Friday-Wednesday 10 a.m.-
6 p.m. and Thursday 1-9 p.m.
Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery
announces the opening of the juried
show “Sculptural Elements.” Located
located in Studio 18 of the Torpedo
Factory Art Center at 105 North
Union Street. Free Admission. Visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com or
call 703-548-0935.

Art Exhibit. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday
through Friday. “Spotlight,” an
exhibition of acrylic paintings on
canvas by Lukman Ahmad, will be on
display in the Margaret W. and
Joseph L. Fisher Art Gallery, 3001 N.
Beauregard St. through Sunday, April
28. Visit www.nvcc.edu/alexandria/
schlesingercenter/gallery.html.

Tavern Toddlers. Mondays, 10:30
a.m.-noon. Mondays through the end
of April. Designed for walkers
through 36 months and their
caregivers. Tavern Toddlers features
a weekly open playtime in Gadsby’s
historic ballroom. Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum is located at 134 North
Royal St. Call 703-746-4242 or visit
www.gadsbystavern.org.

Art Exhibit. See Multiple Exposures

Gallery “Dual Show” by Eric Johnson
and Susan Meyers through Sunday,
May 5. Located in the Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union St. Free. Visit
www.multipleexposuresgallery.com
or 703-683-2205.

Art Exhibit. Through May 11. Local
artist Nicholaus Aman attempts to
express the compelling nature of the
Pacific coast through his solo
exhibition, “Pacific Pulse,” at
Alexandria’s Artspace 109 Gallery,
109 N. Fairfax St. The gallery hours
are: Tuesday through Friday noon-5
p.m., Saturdays 11 a.m.-5 p.m., and
Sundays noon-5 p.m.

Occupied City: Life in Civil War
Alexandria Exhibition. At The
Lyceum, Alexandria’s History
Museum, 201 South Washington
Street. Open daily through

September, this exhibit traces life in
Alexandria following Virginia’s
decision to secede from the Union in
May 1861. See how Robert E. Lee’s
hometown was transformed literally
overnight from a prosperous
commercial port into a supply,
hospital, and transportation center
for the Union Army, and find out why
Alexandria became a destination for
African Americans seeking freedom.
Explore the experiences of
Alexandrians and others who lived
here during this tumultuous time,
through their own words, as well as
in period photographs and collections
items. The Lyceum is open Monday

through Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. and Sunday, from 1-5 p.m.
Suggested admission is $2. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org or call
703-746-4994.

THURSDAY/MARCH 28
Story Time. 10:30 a.m. or 3 p.m. at

Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 3-5 can enjoy stories,
activities and more. Free.
Registration required, 703-746-1702
ext. 5.

Blockbuster Thursday. 6:30 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. Call
for title. Free. 703-746-1702.

FRIDAY/MARCH 29
Music Performance. 8 p.m. at The

Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. The
United States Air Force Band will
perform music for soprano and
clarinet. Free. Visit
www.usafband.af.mil for more.

SATURDAY/MARCH 30
Cleve Francis. 7:30 p.m. $32.50. The

Birchmere Music Hall is located at
3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.birchmere.com or call 703-549-
7500.

Easter Egg Hunt. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at
Fountains at Washington House,
5100 Fillmore Ave. All ages can hunt
for eggs. RSVP by March 28. 703-
291-0190.

Opening Reception. 2-4 p.m. see
Multiple Exposures Gallery “Dual
Show” by Eric Johnson and Susan
Meyers. Located in the Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union St. Free. Visit
www.multipleexposuresgallery.com
or 703-683-2205.

Book Signing. 9:30-11:30 a.m. at
Great Harvest Alexandria, 1711

Centre Plaza. Rachel Brame and
Roderic Brame will sign copies of
their book “Mighty Titans.” Free.
Visit www.alexandria-
greatharvest.com for more.

Book Signing. 3-5 p.m. at St. Elmo’s
Coffee Pub, 2300 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Rachel Brame and Roderic Brame
will sign copies of their book “Mighty
Titans.” Free. Visit
www.stelmoscoffeepub.com for
more.

Saturday Stories. 11 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. All ages can
enjoy stories and songs. Free. 703-
746-1702.

Ribbon Cutting. 10 a.m. at Del Ray
Variety, 203 E. Custis Ave. After the
cutting there will be refreshments
from local restaurants, face painting
and more.

MONDAY/APRIL 1
Spanish Story Time. 10 a.m. at

Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children up to
age 5 can enjoy stories in Spanish.
Free. 703-46-1705.

Little One-Ders. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
12-23 months can enjoy stories and
more. Registration required, 703-
746-1702 ext. 5.

Baby Time. 11 a.m. at Duncan Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave. Children
up to 11 months can hear stories and
more. Sign up half-hour before it
begins. Free. 703-746-1705.

Baby Rhyme Time. 11:30 a.m. at
Beatley Central Library, 5005 Duke
St. Children up to 11 months with
adult. Free. 703-746-1702.

Read, Sing & Play Baby. 4 p.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children up to 11 months can

See Calendar,  Page 21

From Page 19
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Fresh fruits and produce at
the local Farmer’s Markets. Annual North Ridge

Citizen’s Association Me-
morial Day Weekend Wheel
Day parade.

NEWS
INTERNS
Educational
opportunity to
work with
award-winning
editors on
local news
coverage,
including poli-
tics, elections,
community
events, local
insiders’
guides, news
feature writing,
website and
online news
management
and more.
Internships
require a com-
mitment of at
least six weeks,
16-40 hours a
week. Please
e-mail a state-
ment of inter-
est and a
resume to
cbryan@
connection
newspapers
.com
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Spring Fun

See Calendar,  Page 23

From Page 20

enjoy stories and more. Free. 703-746-
1703.

TUESDAY/APRIL 2
Chasing the Bloom in Southern

Appalachia. 7:30-8:30 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Become an armchair
tourist through mountains of
Virginia, North Carolina, and
Tennessee. Don Hyatt will lead us on
a tour of his favorite native azaleas,
rhododendrons, and wildflowers as
they come into flower in the wild.
$15. Visit www.greenspring.org or
call 703-642-5173.

Event. 6-8 p.m. at Morrison House, 116
S. Alfred St. Maureen Lauran will
discuss the medieval pilgrimage
known as “The Way,” The Camino de
Santiago, and shares stories and
photos from her trek. Free. Visit
www.morrisonhouse.com or 703-
838-8000.

Author Event. 7 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Bill
Schweigart will discuss his book
“Slipping the Cable.” Free. 703-746-
1702.

Stories and Songs. 10 a.m. at Duncan
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Children ages 1-4 can enjoy stories
and more. Sign up half-hour before.
Free. 703-746-1705.

Mother Goose Time. 10:15 a.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children ages 12-24 months can
enjoy games, rhymes and more. Free.
703-746-1703.

Time For 2s. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children age
24-36 months can enjoy stories and
more. Free. Registration required,
703-746-1702 ext. 5.

Stories to Grow On. 11 a.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children age 2 and up can enjoy
stories and more. Free. 703-746-
1703.

Tuesday Tots. 11 a.m. at Burke
Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Children ages 2-3 can enjoy stories
and more. Free. 703-746-1704.

Baby Rhyme Time. 11:30 a.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children up to 11 months can enjoy
rhymes and more. Free. Registration
required, 703-746-1702 ext. 5.

Game Night. 7 p.m. at Beatley Library,
5005 Duke St. Children ages 8-12
can play with their friends. Free. 703-
746-1702.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 3
Music. Carolina Chocolate Drops

performs at 7:30 p.m. in the Music
Hall at the Birchmere, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. $25. Visit
www.birchmere.com or 703-549-
7500.

Mother Goose Time. 10:15 a.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children ages 12-24 months can
enjoy games, rhymes and more. Free.
703-746-1703.

Time For 2s. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children age
24-36 months can enjoy stories and
more. Free. Registration required,
703-746-1702 ext. 5.

Stories to Grow On. 11 a.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children age 2 and up can enjoy
stories and more. Free. 703-746-
1703.

Film Noir Film Series. 6:45 p.m. at
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Call 703-746-
1705 for title. Discussion follows at
St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub. Free.

Pajama Party. 7 p.m. at Beatley
Central Library, 5005 Duke St. All
ages with adult can come dressed in
their favorite outfit/pajamas and
listen to stories. Free. 703-746-1702.

Movie Screening. 6:30 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Watch “The
Red Violin,” in anticipation of the
ASO’s upcoming concert “The Music
of Empowerment” featuring soloist
Elizabeth Pitcairn, owner of the Red
Violin. Free. Visit
www.elizabethpitcain.com or
www.alexsym.org.

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY/APRIL 3-7
O’Connell’s Fleadh Cheoil. There

will be music and fun for all ages at
O’Connells, 112 King St. April 7 is
family fun day with face painting,
story telling and more. All events are
free. Visit www.danieloconnells.com
for more.

THURSDAY/APRIL 4
Comedy Performance. Jon Lovitz,

Tim Meadows and Chris Kattan will
perform at 7:30 p.m. in the Music
Hall at the Birchmere, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. $69.50. Visit
www.birchmere.com or 703-549-
7500.

Dumbarton Oaks Estate and Park.
9:45 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Meet at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Get away to Dumbarton Oaks
historic estate in Georgetown. Tour
the historic house and gardens, have
lunch at a local park, and spend the
afternoon exploring Dumbarton Oaks
Park, the work of landscape designer
Beatrix Farrand. $95. Visit
www.greenspring.org or call 703-
642-5173.

Mother Goose Time. 10 a.m. at
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children ages
12-24 months can enjoy stories,
activities and more. Limited to 25
children. Free. 703-746-1705.

Story Time. 10:30 a.m. or 3 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.

Children ages 3-5 can enjoy stories,
activities and more. Free.
Registration required, 703-746-1702
ext. 5.

Story Time. 11 a.m. at Duncan Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave. Children
ages 3-5 can enjoy stories and more.
Free. 703-746-1705.

Little One-Ders. 11:15 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
12-23 months can enjoy stories and
more. Registration required, 703-
746-1702 ext. 5.

Story Time. 4 p.m. at Barrett Branch
Library, 717 Queen St. Children ages
3 and up can enjoy stories and more.
Free. 703-746-1703.

Poem in Your Pocket Day. 5 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. Read
and listen to haiku poems before
creating one. Then carry your poem
in a pocket decorated by you.
Children ages 8-12. Free. 703-746-
1702.

Paws to Read. 5:30 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children in
grades 1-6 can read to friendly dogs.
Registration required, 703-746-1702
x5.

Pajama Party. 7 p.m. at Burke Branch
Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Children ages 3-6 can come dressed
in their favorite outfit/pajamas and
listen to stories. Free. 703-746-1704.

Build/Renovate Your Own Castle
V. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Alexandria
Black History Museum, 902 Wythe
St. Future and current home buyers,
renters and homeowners can get
advice on how to renovate their
living space. Free. To RSVP 703-746-
4356.

FRIDAY/APRIL 5
Opening Reception. 7-10 p.m. “Turn

on Your Masters” at Del Ray Artisans

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
L
o

u
i
s
e
 
K

r
a
f
f
t
/
G

a
z
e
t
t
e
 
P
a
c
k
e
t

Memorial Day Jazz Festival at Waterfront Park.
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JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES
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JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES

JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES

Jacki Sorensen's Aerobic Dancing
Starts April 15 - Mon & Wed - 10:15 am at

Cora Kelly Rec Center

Starts April 17 - Wed - 5:30 pm at
Charles Houston Rec Center

Register on line at
alexandriava.gov › Recreation

For more information,
Call: 202-657-1150
Email: JackisDC@gmail.com
Website: www.Jackis.com

Spring Fun

April
SATURDAY/APRIL 20
Alexandria Earth Day 2013. 10 a.m. Alexandria’s 20th

Annual Earth Day celebration takes place at Ben Brenman
Park. Visit www.alexearthday.org.

May
THURSDAY-SATURDAY/MAY 2-4
Spring for Alexandria. 10 a.m. A multi-day celebration

where the focus is on philanthropy and service to
Alexandria—“Where we work, play, live and give.” All City
facilities, including libraries and recreation centers. Visit
volunteeralexandria.org.

June
SATURDAY/JUNE 1
Alexandria Armenian Festival. 1:30-6 p.m. at Market

Square, 301 King St. Vendors, entertainment, food and
more. Free admission. Visit
www.alexandriaarmenianfestival.com.

FRIDAYS IN JUNE
Vintage Crystal: Wine in the Water Park. Fridays in

June from 6-10 p.m.

were impressed, drop a few coins in a hat or box.
He took up studying older types of magic tricks at

the Library of Congress, where he would “read all
the books” he could find, including one of the first
books about magic, written by a skeptic. It was a big
book, but there was “only one chapter on magic. The
rest was how to prevent witches from being burned.
Just because someone knew how to do a few tricks
didn’t make them a witch,” Henning said of the book.

The best magic tricks are like Shakespeare — time-
less and well received by nearly any audience at any
point in history. That’s what Henning tries to focus
on in his performances, he said.

Part storyteller, part actor, his performances are
theatrical and meant to bring the audience into his
world. He plays the part of a wizard, and if he does
his job well, he doesn’t need to explain that it’s all
make-believe. “People understand,” he said.

“Magic for me is seeing the magic happen” for
people in the audience, he said. “People seeing some-
thing for the first time, they get that look on their
face.”

Taggert and Henning both have high praise for the
technical theater students at Bishop Ireton, who do
all the lighting and technical
work for the performances. Af-
ter one Magi-Whirl convention a
few years ago, Henning was told
by one of the headliners, who
had a residency in Las Vegas,
that the students were the best
technical crew he’d ever had.

Henning, from Laurel, Md.,
isn’t the only local performer on
the bill. Other members of Ring 50 will be warming
up the audience both inside the auditorium and in
the lobby before the show starts, and among the
performers will be Drew Owen, based in Northern
Virginia.

“I love to perform magic,” Owen said of why he
wanted to be a part of the show. “At its best, magic
gives us hope by making the impossible seem pos-
sible. I do a lot of kids shows involving costuming

July
SATURDAY/JULY 6
USA & Alexandria Birthday Celebration. Enjoy a concert

by the Alexandria Symphony Orchestra, birthday cake, food
and fireworks. The evening culminates in Tchaikovsky’s
“1812 Overture.” Concert at 6 p.m. and fireworks at 9:30 at
Oronoco Bay Park. Free.

SATURDAY, JULY 13
Obon Festival. Highlighting Japanese culture at Ekoji

Buddhist Temple, 6500 Lakehaven Lane in Fairfax Station.
Visit www.ekoji.org.

August
WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY/AUG. 7-11
Arlington County Fair. Thomas Jefferson Community

Center, 3501 Second St. South. Indoor and outdoor
activities. Visit arlingtoncountyfair.us.

and props so I really like it when I get the chance to
perform very close up, with only a deck of cards or a
few coins.”

He’ll be walking around the auditorium before the
big event, helping “get [the audience] into a magi-
cal mood for the main show.”

He, like Taggert and Selnick, is eager to see what
the other magicians can do and hope to learn a few
new, well, tricks.

“I’m interesting in all of them,” Owen said. “I’ve
never seen any of them perform live but I have seen

video and they all have very dif-
ferent performance styles. The
magicians who planned this
event did a great job of putting
together a performance with tre-
mendous variety and really top
notch magicians.”

Selnick said he expects “100-
plus” magicians to participate in
the convention, whether taking

in lectures or picking up new tricks and supplies from
a wide variety of magic dealers during the weekend.

Henning said the highlight of the event for him is
what happens after the show is over, when the magi-
cians get together and try to out-magic each other.

“We’re lousy with good performers in this area,”
and getting a group of them together to see who can
do new tricks, or old ones in new ways, so the others
can’t figure it out is a real treat, he said.
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Eric Henning, fresh off his third Presiden-
tial Inaugural appearance, will be Master
of Ceremonies at Magi-Whirl 2013 at
Bishop Ireton High School on April 6.

Magi-Whirl 2013
From Page 19

See the Show
The show starts at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are

available online for $15 each or $50 for a
family pack of four at www.magi-whirl.org.
Tickets will be available at the door for $18
each. If the first show sells out in advance,
a second show might be added.

Fairs & Festivals The annual
Armenian
Festival is
scheduled
for June 1
in Market
Square.
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join a Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons…

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon

2:00 pm (en Español)

6:30 pm Mass (from Sept. 9
until mid June)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)

Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Mass Schedule

b

b
b

b

b
b

The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

Spring Fun

shrubs, native plants and
wildflowers, ornamental grasses and
unusual perennials and annuals. Call
703-642-5173.

Workshop: Ikebana Flower
Arranging. 9:30-11 a.m. at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Learn the rich symbolism and
fundamentals of Ikebana flower
arranging and take home an
arrangement of your own. $35.
Register by March 28. Call 703-642-
5173.

Tasting Party: Umami Means
‘Delicious.’ 10 a.m.-noon at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Explore the savory taste of
umami, its history, health benefits,
and the taste research science behind
it. Sample umami-rich foods and
learn how to use its attributes to
enhance your cooking. $27/person.
Visit www.greenspring.org or call
703-642-5173 to register.

Annual Rum Punch Challenge. 7-
9:30 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 N. Royal St. Try six
different creations while bidding on
silent auction items. $50/person.
Proceeds benefit the education and
preservations programs of the
museum. Go to visitalexandriava.com
to register and information.

Craft Workshop. 2 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Adults can
learn how to make soaps in an ice
tray. Free. 703-746-1702.

Saturday Stories. 11 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. All ages can
enjoy stories and songs. Free. 703-
746-1702.

APRIL 6 THROUGH APRIL 30
Art Exhibit. See works by Bud

Hensgen, 14 paintings reflecting the
impressions he found in Palestine at
The Gallery at Convergence, 1801 N.

Quaker Lane. Free. 703-998-6260.

SUNDAY/APRIL 7
Artists’ Show & Tell. 2 p.m. at The

Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Meet
some of the creators of the “Process:
Photography.” Many of the artists
will bring the equipment they used
and talk about the processes they
used to create their art. Free. Visit
www.nvfaa.org for more.

Reception. 1-:30 p.m. “Artistic Duo IV”
will be on exhibit at Green Spring
Horticultural Center Gallery, 4603
Green Spring Road. Works by
watercolor artist Carolyn Grossé and
photographer Stephen Gawarecki are
featured in a joint show. Paintings
range from realistic to abstract;

photographs include his window
series and moody landscapes. Free.
Visit www.greenspring.org or 703-
642-5173.

Concert. 4 p.m. New Dominion Chorale
will perform Thomas Beveridge’s
“Yizkor Requiem,” along with several
works by Felix Mendelssohn at the
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall
and Arts Center, 3001 North
Beauregard Street. $30/adults; $25/
seniors; $5/children and students.
Tickets are available through
www.newdominion.org/.

Film Fest. In honor of Women’s History
Month watch “Frida” at 2 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. Free.
Visit www.alexandria.lib.va.us or
703-746-1702.

Benefit Concert. 5 p.m. at the Ernst

Cultural Center at the Northern
Virginia Community College,
Annandale campus. The Metropolitan
Performing Arts Alliance will
showcase the dance companies of
Metropolitan Youth Ballet,
Metropolitan Youth Tap Ensemble
and iMpulse Jazz Ensemble. $40/
person. Visit metrofinearts.com.

MONDAY/APRIL 8
Little One-Ders. 10:30 a.m. or 11:15

a.m. at Beatley Library, 5005 Duke
St. Children ages 12-23 months can
enjoy stories and more. Registration
required, 703-746-1702 ext. 5.

Baby Time. 11 a.m. at Duncan Library,
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children up to
11 months can hear stories and more.
Sign up half-hour before it begins.
Free. 703-746-1705.

Baby Rhyme Time. 11:30 a.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children up to 11 months can enjoy
rhymes and more. Free. Registration
required, 703-746-1702 ext. 5.

Read, Sing & Play Baby. 4 p.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children up to 11 months can
enjoy stories and more. Free. 703-
746-1703.

Book Discussion. 7 p.m. at Barrett
Library, 717 Queen St. Discuss
“Blood Done Sign My Name” by
Timothy B. Tyson. Free. 703-746-
1703.

Interfaith Book Club. 7 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. Read
nonfiction works that strive to find
common ground through recognizing
and celebrating common values.
Free. Call 703-746-1743 for title.

Poetry Group. 7 p.m. at Duncan
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Discuss poems and poetry in an
informal setting. Free. 703-746-1705.

From Page 21

Gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave. The
artists pay homage to, praise, critique
or dish the artists who have
influenced them. Free. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org for more.

APRIL 5-28
Art Exhibit. “Turn on Your Masters” at

Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 2704
Mount Vernon Ave. The artists pay
homage to, praise, critique or dish
the artists who have influenced them.
Free. Visit www.thedelrayartisans.org
for more.

APRIL 5-6
Rachelle Ferrell. $59.50. The

Birchmere Music Hall is located at
3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.birchmere.com or call 703-549-
7500.

SATURDAY/APRIL 6
World Magic Gala Show. 7:30-9

p.m. at Bishop Ireton High School,
201 Cambridge Road. Features four
magicians from around the world.
Visit magi-whirl.org/gala for tickets.
Proceeds benefit the International
Brotherhood of Magicians and Bishop
Ireton High School’s Theater.

Opening Reception. 4-6 p.m. at the
Margaret W. and Joseph L. Fisher Art
Gallery, 3001 N. Beauregard St. Meet
artist Lukman Ahmad. Featuring
Kurdish Sitar and Saz music by Jani
Dylan and Azad Yalcin. Visit
www.nvcc.edu/alexandria/
schlesingercenter/gallery.html.

Garden Markets. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Local growers have
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The Campagna Center’s Kentucky Derby Party Bowties
and Belles will be held at Belle Haven Country Club on
May 4, from 4 - 7:30 p.m.



24  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  March 28 - April 3, 2013 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

EmploymentEmployment

EXPERIENCE THE JOYS AND REWARDS

Over 600 independently owned & operated offices worldwide

HERE IS A JOB THAT IS FULFILLING IN MORE WAYS
THAN ONE! We are looking for Companions and CNA’s to
help our clients remain independent in their homes. Weekends,
Short Shifts and Driving Live ins. To learn about becoming a
Comfort Keeper visit us at www.BeAComfortKeeper.com

703-591-7117

WE ARE COMFORT KEEPER®

X128

Construction Positions
We are now accepting resumes for

Project Management, Accounting Clerk,  
Superintendent and  Skilled Carpenter 

positions.  Must have 1-5 years of 
construction experience; be articulate and 

looking for long term employment. 
Send resumes to jobs@adigc.com.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

GEICO
Auto Damage Trainee 

Career Fair
April 3rd 9am-3pm
GEICO Claims Drive-In

5585 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church
Hiring Auto Damage Trainees (local area)

Visit geico.jobs/vabeach 
Job# 1068 for info

Great Job Opportunity!
George Washington’s Mount Vernon is seeking a full-time
Receiving/Stock person. Must be able to lift at least 30
lbs., have current Drivers License and good driving
record. Must pass drug test and background check.
Salary low $20s, Full-time & great benefits. Call or e-mail
Sharon: 703-799-5233 • sezzeldin@mountvernon.org

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Do what 
you can, with

what you have,
where you are.

-Theodore
Roosevelt

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038 ❖ jsmithhdi@aol.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

Call today and learn how this 
time-saving extra edge can improve 

your grades while investing less time

Use my proven study techniques to improve 

results while saving time!

Dean’s List college graduate with 7 years of  

experience offers individual tutoring 

throughout Northern Virginia.

Accounting/Finance Degree. All grade levels, 

specializing in math,

English as first or second language, Spanish. 

Call Hal @

(703) 864-6616. Tutoring rate is $50/hr.

2200%%  OOff ff   ff ii rrsstt   sseessss iioonn  

wwhheenn  yyoouu  mmeenntt iioonn  tthh ii ss   aadd

102 Instruction 102 Instruction

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

29 Misc. for Sale
2008 John Deere 5425 load-
er, cab, heat, air, Price $8200, 

call or text 804-404-3135 / 
carbyn5@juno.com

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst
mistakes that
can be made
in his subject
and how to
avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection
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From Page 12

Letters

See Letters,  Page 30

tion card for a new photo-voter card. At
the voter registration stage, it appears that
utility bills and bank statements will still
be acceptable proof of residency. One need
only register to vote to obtain a suitable
photo-voter card.

John R. Griffin
Alexandria

Well-Balanced
Decision-Making
To the Editor:

In the March 14 Gazette, we read “... once
again Alexandria’s libraries are on the hit
list” in a letter about a proposed 4 percent
cut in operating hours for three of five of
the City’s libraries. As a resident with five
grandchildren in Alexandria, I am attentive
to issues that impact young family mem-
bers and their ability to learn. I applaud the
city manager and his staff for their efforts
to reduce operating costs in a manner that
will have the smallest possible impact on
services provided.

The letter also discussed Capital
Bikeshare (CaBi) in a way that I feel is mis-
leading. Here is the rest of the story:

A recent Virginia Tech Study noted that
while cycling in the U.S. is predominantly
white, CaBi users were more racially diverse
than the general population of cyclists. Simi-
larly, the gender ratio was more balanced
than in the general population for cyclists,
with just over 50 percent of casual users
being women.

More to the point, who benefits from
CaBi? More than just CaBi users: all Alex-
andria residents benefit. Every car-mile
eliminated reduces congestion, wear and
tear on our roads, and pollution in our en-
vironment. Every dollar spent by a rider
who stays local to eat and shop benefits all
of us through the tax receipts that fund City
services (56 percent of riders surveyed had
used CaBi to visit a restaurant or other eat-
ing location).

The city’s proposed FY14 capital invest-
ments in CaBi are only 75 percent of what
was stated in the March 14 letter; Federal
and other funds are planned for the remain-
ing investment. Approved Federal funding
for the CaBi program is $670,000 (FY14-
23).

The CaBi capital investment is just that
— a capital investment aimed at making
Alexandria more livable. CaBi is a public
transit system. When evaluated on that ba-
sis and compared to other systems (Metro,
DASH) it shines in terms of people moved
per capital expenditure and people moved
per operating dollar. In a recent conversa-
tion with city staff, I was told that
Alexandria’s CaBi program is exceeding
expectations both financially and in rider-
ship.

The issue is about balance. I applaud the
city manager and staff for the balanced ap-
proach of constraining cost, while minimiz-
ing reductions in services while also mak-
ing the capital investments that will help

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

BATHS BATHS

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 
MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,

MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

MASONRY MASONRY

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns

Leaks Repaired
No job too small

ROOFING ROOFING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  -  Free estimates
703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup
Tree removal, topping, & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf removal,
sodding, hauling, gutter cleaning, retaining

walls, drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

Junk Removal,
   Tree Work, Roofing

ANGEL’S
LAWN SERVICE

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883 TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

ANGELS 
TREE SERVICE

Tree removal, tree top-
ping stump grinding, and 

storm damage trees. 
Insured, professional, 
and friendly. For free 
estimate call Angel at 

703-216-4800

Light tomorrow with today!.
-Elizabeth Barret Browing

•Employment •Employees •Services •Entertainment •Announcements •Real Estate •Cars •Trucks •Vans
•RV’s •Boats •Pets •Yard Sales •Crafts •Hobbies •And More! For All Your Advertising Needs…

It Works. Week After Week. Place Your Ad Today! 703-917-6400CLASSIFIED
    For Local...
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Ways To Be Active in Welcoming Spring Season

25th Annual Potomac River Watershed Cleanup will take place on Satur-
day, April 6, 9 a.m. – noon.

Participants model their upcycled
fashions at the 2012 Earth Day
Celebration at Ben Brenman Park.
This year’s festival is Saturday,
April 20 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

From Page 4

Spring Fun

Beauregard Street (703-548-0885).

ART
Looking for a day of art and creativity?

Try the 16th Annual T.C. Williams Student
Art Exhibition at Del Ray Artisans (2704
Mount Vernon Avenue) running from May
3 to May 12 every Thursday through Sun-
day. The exhibit features work from the Na-
tional Art Honor Society.  Admission is free.
Call for times (703-838-4827).

Continue to explore the art of Alexandria
at the Alexandria Art Market, occurring on
the first Saturday of every month beginning
May 4 through Sept. 7 at Del Ray Artisans
(2704 Mount Vernon Avenue). Admission
is free and open to the public from 10 a.m.
– 4 p.m. Participants can shop from local
artists and hear live music (703-838-4827).

FUN FOR CHILDREN
There are plenty of ways to keep children

engaged in the life of Alexandria during the
spring months. With such rich history right
outside one’s door, try the Alexandria Co-
lonial Tours’ Kids’ Scavenger Hunt. For chil-
dren ages 7-11, youngsters will get the
chance to learn about George Washington
and others historic figures while on the hunt
for historic places in Alexandria. Tickets can
be purchased at The Christmas Attic, 125
S. Union Street on the corner of Union and
Prince Streets (703-548-2829).

Children can also learn to teach history by

becoming Junior Docents at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum (134 N. Royal St.). Students in the
fourth and fifth grades are encouraged to
apply to learn the museum’s history and bring
it to life as tour guides for the public. Audi-
tions will be held on April 8 from 4 – 6 p.m.
Call 703-746-4242 for more information.

Gadsby’s Tavern Museum also offers fun
for toddlers during its Tavern Toddlers open
playtime in its historic ballroom every Mon-
day (excluding federal holidays) through
the end of April from 10:30 a.m. and noon.
Toddlers and their caregivers can come and

enjoy a new craft activity each week.

TRY SOMETHING NEW
Spring is a great time to try out a new

hobby or activity, and Alexandria has plenty
of options to add variety to an active life.
Learn about cooking with local food dur-
ing a hands-on cooking class held at the
Arcadia Center for Sustainable Food and
Agriculture on Saturday, May 11 from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. Take a trip to the Arcadia
Farm at the Woodlawn Estate (9000 Rich-
mond Highway) and learn all about sea-

sonal cooking (571-384-8845).
What’s spring without America’s favorite

pastime? Enjoy an evening at Nationals Park
Friendship Veterans Fire Engine Association on
Saturday, May 11 from 2:45 to 8:30 p.m. En-
joy a Potomac boat ride to Nationals Park and
support the Friendship Scholarship Fund,
which provides financial support to T.C. Will-
iams High School graduates, active Alexandria
Fire Department firefighters, and students in
the fire science program at Northern Virginia
Community College (www.friendshipfire.net/
friendshipatthenats.html).

1930s: Boom Time for Archaeology in America
“Shovel Ready” details
program under
Roosevelt’s New Deal.

By Senitra T. McCombs

Gazette Packet

F
ormer Alexandria resident and arche-
ologist Bernard K. Means’ new book,
“Shovel Ready,” looks at the impact

that ordinary citizens had on archeology
during the Great Depression.

“Shovel Ready” is an edited volume by
modern day archeologists examining the
work done by federally funded archeology
programs as a result of Roosevelt’s New Deal
during the Great Depression.

The book “focuses on some of the some
parts of the story that aren’t well known,
like the archeology done in Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, Oklahoma and Iowa,” accord-
ing to Means.

“To understand the history of the arche-
ology that was done during the ’30s, you
really need to understand the people that
did the archeology,” he said.

Because of World War II and the economic
boom following it, many of the citizens that
worked on these archeological projects
went back to their old jobs or better jobs
and so their stories were never told.

Means noted that one man involved in

Former Alexandria
resident and
archeologist
Bernard K. Means’
new book, “Shovel
Ready” examines
archeology during
the Great Depres-
sion
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the program went off to war and became a
school textbook salesman when he re-
turned.

Although the goal of the archeological
program was “to keep people employed and
not necessarily to do good archeology,”
Means said that more archeology was done
in some parts of the country in the 1930s
than has been since.

“There are people [archeologists] across
the world [who] keep looking back to those
old notes and artifacts,” Means added.

While it was a challenge working with
other authors, it was necessary in order to
get personal perspective of the different
areas of archeology covered in the book.

One of his favorite sections was a chap-
ter on the history of historical archeology
in Pennsylvania and the combined effort to

tie that in with public education.
The inspiration for “Shovel Ready” came

as he was doing some archeological re-
search for an environmental consulting firm
concerning a highway project in southwest-
ern Pennsylvania.

“During my research, I began to see the
letters [by] people who worked on the
project writing home and the black and
white photos of people working in the dead
of winter and that sort of got me interested.
And I was always sort of interested in FDR
as a president.” He said.

The book’s title “Shovel Ready” also hints
to the accessibility of archeology in past times
and how “as long as you had shovels and you
had people, you could go out there and do it.

In addition to documenting Roosevelt’s
vision to renew the country’s economy

through work programs like the archeology
work program in the 1930s, Means also
looks at the connections between the New
Deal’s archeology programs and some mod-
ern archeology programs put in place as a
result of President Obama’s stimulus plan.
One such program is the Veteran’s Curation
Project that takes old archeology collections
from the ’50s and uses returning veterans
to bring them up to modern standards and
teaches them about Photoshop and other
skills they can use outside of archeology.

“Shovel Ready” can be purchased at
Amazon.com.

Similar to those citizens who picked up
their shovels as a result of the New Deal,
Means was attracted to the field after tak-
ing an anthropology course called Magic
and Anthropology from one of the archeol-
ogy professors at his college and seeing
“Raiders of the Lost Ark” in high school.

“I started thinking Indiana Jones is some-
thing you can do if you wanted to,” he said.

Currently, he is working on a textbook for
a course, Death & Burial, he teaches at Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University. The book
will examine the archeology and anthropol-
ogy burial practices of societies around the
world and the unique and creative things
people do with dead bodies.

He received a BA in anthropology from
Occidental College in Los Angeles and a
Ph.D. in Anthropology from Arizona State
University.
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Sports

N
early 300 people descended on
the Dee Campbell Boathouse in
Old Town this past Saturday

morning for a regatta between the T.C. Wil-
liams crew team and Washington-Lee, a
scrimmage that not only saw the two
schools continue a rivalry that dates back
to 1949, but saw the Titan rowers continue
to get ready for a season that begins in Dela-
ware this coming week.

“The scrimmage against Washington-Lee
is always a great way for us to start the
year,” said Pete Stramese, the Head Boys’
Coach of T.C. Williams Crew. “W-L is a pe-
rennial powerhouse. As such, they are a
good test for our rowers, and a team that
provides our rowers with a sense of the
tough competition they are going to face in
the coming weeks and months. In that re-
gard, I am pleased with how our guys
stacked up. Our veterans showed poise and
our younger rowers showed promise —
which are two things you are looking for
this time of year.”

T.C. Williams crew Head Girls’ Coach
Mercedes Kiss agreed.

“I am very happy with how our girls per-
formed,” said Kiss, herself a former Titan
rower who won Washington Post All-Met
and All-Virginia honors during her senior
year. “Our varsity 8 and freshman 8 won
their races, and we had a number of other
strong performances, as well. We are fortu-
nate to have such a talented nucleus of girls
returning from last year’s team. We are also
fortunate to have so many new rowers. This
is the largest group of novices I have seen
in a decade, and I look forward to their
being a very important part of T.C. crew —
not just in 2013, but in the years ahead,
too.”

Saturday’s scrimmage between T.C. Will-
iams and Washington-Lee continued a row-
ing rivalry that dates back more than 60
years. W-L crew’s first race ever was against
Alexandria’s George Washington High
School (now GW Middle School) in March
of 1949. GW had started crew two years
earlier, and W-L was the second high school
crew team in the area.

More immediately for T.C. crew, the scrim-
mage against W-L this past Saturday also
set the stage for their first official race of
the spring rowing season — the Noxontown
Regatta, which will be held this Saturday,

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

P
owered by a nucleus of young, tal-
ented athletes, the Bishop Ireton
girls’ lacrosse team won its first
two games of the 2013 season

before facing two of the top programs in
the area, if not the country.

On March 18, the Cardinals faced
Georgetown Visitation, ranked No. 1 in the
Washington, D.C. area by laxpower.com.
The result: Visitation 16, Ireton 3.

On March 20, Ireton took on Alexandria
foe St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes, ranked No. 2
in the area. The result: St. Stephen’s 16,
Ireton 1.

“It’s a learning process,” Ireton head
coach Rick Sofield said was his message to
the Cardinals about the two lopsided losses.
“The trajectory isn’t always up. It’s ups and
downs during the course of a season and
you’ve got to stay the course. You’ve got to
believe in what we’re trying to do, you’ve
got to keep working together and get a little
bit better every day.”

On Tuesday, Bishop Ireton hosted Paul VI.
The result: much better for the Cardinals.

Bishop Ireton defeated Paul VI 21-9 at
Fannon Field. The 21 goals were a season-
high for the Cardinals, who improved to 3-
2 and are ranked No. 9 in the DC area by
laxpower.com. Six Cardinals scored at least
two goals and four had at least two assists.

“The girls stepped up,” Sofield said. “They
played better than they have their last
couple games and we needed that. We had
a tough week last week so it was good to
rebound.”

Leading the way during the Cardinals’
bounce-back performance was junior
Kendall Cunningham, who “dominated”
draw controls, Sofield said, scored five goals
and tallied two assists.

“Our team has a lot of young players,”
Cunningham said. “[The experienced play-
ers are] used to playing [Visitation] and St.
Stephen’s, [but] it’s the kind of competition
the younger girls haven’t seen before. We
definitely learned from it.”

Cunningham is a team captain, along with
seniors Brenna Heaney and Charlie Buising.

“When you have a lot of young players
on the field, they need to be anchored by

maturity and leadership,” Sofield said, “and
that’s what we get from those three girls.”

Ireton freshman Kelly Larkin also scored
five goals against Paul VI. Sophomore Kelly
Mathews had four goals, senior Christine
Macey finished with three goals and sopho-
mores Natalie Irwin and Charlotte Sofield
each had two.

Sofield finished with a team-high six as-
sists. Cunningham, Larkin and Mathews
each had two.

Another talented young Cardinal is
sophomore Isabel Obregon, who transferred
to Ireton from W.T. Woodson after being
named Patriot District Player of the Year as
a freshman. Obregon underwent nasal sur-
gery to improve her breathing and hopes
to return in about a week.

How did the Cardinals remain upbeat af-
ter two lopsided losses?

“We’re really positive with each other,”
Charlotte Sofield said. “We cheer a lot for
each other in practice. It’s all about positiv-
ity, getting better, working harder and learn-
ing from our mistakes.”

Ireton will return to action on Tuesday,
April 2 in Long Island, N.Y., against Sacred
Heart Academy. Rick Sofield said the Car-
dinals have goals of competing for WCAC
and state championships.

Performances like Tuesday’s are a step in
the right direction.

“What we learned today,” Rick Sofield
said Tuesday, “is if you dominate things like
draw controls and ground balls, those little
hustle plays ... you’re going to get positive
results.”

Cardinals bounce back from lopsided losses to Visitation, SSSAS.
Ireton Girls’ Lax Beats PVI with Season-High 21 Goals

Bishop Ireton junior Kendall Cunningham scored five goals against
Paul VI on Tuesday.
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TC Crew and W-L Continue Area’s Oldest Rowing Rivalry
Contest sets stage
for Titans’ first
regatta of season.

Silhouetted against the Potomac, T.C. crew coxswain Brian Comey
shouts out commands and encouragement to rowers Ben Blakeslee
and Calvin Heimburg during their race against Washington-Lee on
March 23. The Titans return to the water for their first official race of
the spring rowing season — the Noxontown Regatta, which will be
held this Saturday in Middletown, Del.
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March 30, at St. Andrews School in
Middletown, Del.

To prepare for the opening contest, and
during a week when students are on spring
break, the Titan rowers have been holding

two-a-day practices.
For more information on T.C. crew, visit

www.tcwcrew.org, or follow them on
Facebook at www.facebook.com\
alexandria.crewbooster.com.

Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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From Page 3

News

every day,” said U.S. Rep. Jim Moran (D-
8). “Our nation is shaped by people who
choose to spend their lives in public service,
not in self service. In this community, it is
by the people that Living Legends honors.”

A lighthearted moment occurred when
the video presentation featuring this year’s
Legends lost sound during honoree David
Marin’s vignette and emcee John Porter
quickly quipped, “You don’t often see David
Martin speechless.”

“It will take more than that to silence me,”
joked Martin, a jeweler who was honored
for his continuing efforts to bring recogni-
tion and visibility to the businesses along
upper King Street. “If anyone wants to hear
what they missed, they can stop by
Goldworks and I am happy to fill them in.”

Founded by photographer Nina Tisara,
the Living Legends of Alexandria honors
citizens who have made extraordinary con-
tributions to the quality of life in the city.

The 2013 Legends include Willie F. Bailey

D
ouglas MacArthur Elemen-
tary School celebrated the
Spring Equinox on March 20
with the school’s compass

rose dedication and ribbon-cutting cer-
emony, unveiling the new addition of a
painted compass rose in the school’s
Learning Garden.

The project was produced by the com-
bined ideas and efforts from students,
teachers, staff and Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation.

The school’s Environmental Club, un-
der the direction of Angie Moran, ACPS
special education para professional, went
into the school garden to track the sun
and discuss compass directions with re-
spect to the sunset and sunrise. The sec-
ond grade teacher team worked with

Celebrating
Spring
Equinox

The 2nd grade students made their own Compass Rose pictures. The
artwork was spread out on the floor and some of the designs were
incorporated into the large one painted in the garden.

Principal Thompson and student
Ellis Barwell check out the newly
opened Compass Rose.

MacArthur’s art teacher, Kate Lindquist, to
include a project where each student de-
signed their own compass rose in art class
after learning its history and uses. The

Learning Garden coordinators used the stu-
dents’ designs to come up with a composite
art piece to install in the school’s Learning
Garden.

Principal Deborah Thompson cut the
ribbon at the ceremony. He is in her last
year at the school after more than two
decades of service.
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Community Celebrates 14 as Living Legends

Honoree Lewis Stearman, center, is joined by his wife Mildred and
family members at the March 21 reception.

Ben Kellom, left, visits with WWII
veteran and Living Legends nomi-
nee Bill McNamara.

Living Legends Willie Bailey and
Joe Guiffre

John Bordner with emcee John
Porter

Living Legends founder Nina
Tisara with emcee John Porter

Honoree Willie Bailey and Carla
Foster

Sr., Kathryn A. Brown and Marlin G. Lord,
Rosa E. Byrd, Elizabeth Chimento and Poul
Martin Hertel, Joe Guiffre, Thomas Young
“Jay” Johnson Jr., David M. Martin, Rich-
ard E. Merritt, Joann E. Miller, Lonnie C.
Rich, William “Bill” Rivers an Lewis A.
Stearman.

For more information, visit
www.AlexandriaLegends.com.

Photos by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet
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People

Gathering for Generation to Generation Gala
Donley, Greene,
Swanson families
honored.

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

M
ore than 350
people turned
out March 23 for
the annual Se-

nior Services of Alexandria Gen-
eration to Generation Gala to pay
tribute to families who, through
their service to others, have made
significant contributions to the
community.

Held at the Mark Center Hilton,
this year’s gala honored Kerry
Donley and his daughters Kristin,
Colleen and Kaitlin, Sanden and
Lindsey Swanson, and Nelson
Greene Sr. and son Nelson Greene
Jr. and granddaughter Nina
Greene.

“Nationally, there are 10,000
new seniors turning 65 every day,”
said SSA board chairman Greg
Murphy. “And more of these se-
niors are going hungry, with 8.3
million seniors in our country fac-
ing the threat of food insecurity
every day.”

SSA administers Alexandria’s
Meals on Wheels program and
provides services such as Senior
Taxi, a Friendly Visitors program
and a resource center for those
caring for seniors.

The Donley, Greene and Swanson families gather for a photo with Janet
Barnett and Greg Murphy after being honored at the Generation to Genera-
tion Gala March 23 at the Mark Center Hilton.

Lynwood Campbell and Harlene
Clayton

Kerry, Kaitlin, Colleen and Kristin Donley are joined by Janet Barnett,
Greg Murphy and Mayor Bill Euille after being honored at the Senior
Services of Alexandria Gala March 23.
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Sanden and Lindsey Swanson are congratulated by Mayor Bill Euille,
Janet Barnett and Greg Murphy at the Senior Services Gala.

Reuben and Deborah Johnson

Gail Murphy Williams, Jean Voss and Vola
Lawson

Jack Clayton and Cindy GolubinJohn Bordner and Del. Charniele
Herring

“Senior citizens are valuable to our community
because of the life experiences and advice they can
share with us,” said Senior Services of Alexandria
executive director Janet Barnett.  “SSA must have
the resources to give back to these individuals who
have paved the way for us. We hope that the sup-
porters of the gala will continue their financial con-
tributions and volunteer their time so that SSA can
continue to provide the vital services to Alexandria
seniors to enable them to maintain their dignity and
quality of life.”

Murphy noted that honoree Nelson Greene Sr. was
one of the original founders of SSA in 1968.

“SSA has been here for 45 years,” Barnett said.
“With the aging population, we need to be here for
the next 45 years.”

For more information, visit www.seniors
ervicesalex.org.
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Opinion

Letters to the Editor

benefits all Alexandrians in the future. I
ask that the City Council continue that bal-
anced approach in their decision-making.

James L. Durham
Alexandria

Let There
Be Light
To the Editor:

For those who are unaware, the tree lights
along King Street are scheduled to be turned
off March 31 just as Alexandria’s tourist
season begins. I am an advocate to keep
those lights on as long as is reasonable be-
cause lighting up our city to market it as
illuminated, friendly and safe is the mes-
sage they send for me and many businesses
as well as citizens.

I have been Googling the connection be-
tween city lights and income. Sales seem
to be tied to more taxable income every-
where I find the topic.

According to our city manager’s office, it
costs $9,667 to keep the lights on for the
60 days past the end of January. According
to Planning and Zoning, it costs around
$4,000 per month to keep them on. I re-

cently proposed to some members of coun-
cil that we try to come to some feasible
agreement to keep the lights on at least
through June when they all have to be re-
strung anyway. They suggested that if the
businesses and citizens want them on per-
haps the city would consider matching
funds. In the first few hours after that con-
versation took place, I have already raised
more than $2,000 for that fund. I have spo-
ken with citizens and businesses about it.
Everyone wants the lights kept on.

My evaluation is that a beautiful city like
ours will sell better if the lights are kept
on. My store and many others will benefit
and the total image of the city will sparkle
and thrive. That counts in an economy like
we have today. Look at the percentage of
what $9,000-$12,000 is to the total budget
— a drop in the bucket. But think of what
that might do to the total taxable dollar,
how many more people will eat out and how
many more tourists will walk the mile to
the river or go to theater. And how many
more stores would stay open later? The best
cities in the world know this and we do,

too.
I would never turn off the lights in my

jewelry cases to sell what I have in them.
May I suggest that if you want to step up to
share this cost with me and other citizens
and businesses, call me (703-683-0333) or
someone on city council as soon as possible
and let’s see if we can come up with a do-
able plan and get results. Nothing speaks
louder than money, except maybe me.

David M. Martin
Goldworks

Protect Del Ray,
Not West End?
To the Editor:

The recent concerns of many Del Ray resi-
dents about the possibility that Walgreens
may move into their neighborhood at the
corner of Mt. Vernon Avenue and E. Mon-
roe Avenue and displacing several busi-
nesses who have been in the Del Ray neigh-
borhood for many years raises a very im-

portant question/concern for this resident.
How is it that Mayor Euille who resides

in Del Ray is speaking out so loudly to pro-
tect his neighborhood saying at the last
council public hearing on Saturday, March
16, that “we will do what we can to pre-
vent Walgreens from coming into Del Ray”?
Amazing. Clearly Mayor Euille could care
less about other neighborhoods in Alexan-
dria wherein major development has hap-
pened, i.e., West End/BRAC-133; Water-
front/Old Town and of course the
Beauregard redevelopment plan located in
the far west end of Alexandria wherein he
and former council members and city staff
didn’t blink an eye when we got all the
“good stuff”?

A reminder to Mayor Euille and Del Ray
residents, the property owner of these busi-
nesses has every right to now want to sell
his property as does the homeowner who
decides to sell his or her home. Elected of-
ficials and P&Z have no say and should just
keep quiet. Also, it would be quite benefi-
cial if Mayor Euille and members of Plan-
ning and Zoning would stop talking about
the possible redevelopment of Landmark
Mall that is now owned by the Howard
Hughes Corp. The Hughes Corp. is going to
do what they want to do, when they want
to do it and the city has no say with what-
ever happens with Landmark Mall.

As for Walgreens, if those residents who
emailed city hall are really concerned about
losing the two antique stores and other busi-
nesses on that block, instead of continuing
with their protest emails about Walgreens
or any other large business from moving
into that block, they should help those busi-
ness owners find another location in Del
Ray. Or these businesses could move to the
West End of Alexandria either at Landmark
Mall or the Shops at Mark Center on
Beauregard Street. We West End residents
would gladly welcome them to our neigh-
borhood.

Annabelle Fisher
West End resident

The lights along King Street are scheduled to be turned off March 31.
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By Harry M. Covert

E
xcept in special
cases seldom does
the death penalty
bring about much

conversation pro and con on
all sides of the political spec-
trum. It’s not a cut and dried
matter and must not be taken
lightly.

Sometimes invitations have been made
available to view the “needle-in-the arm”
practices. Most of the people I know who
have the opportunity don’t accept and there
are good reasons.

Virginia’s legislative agenda shows no sign
of repealing the ultimate penalty.

Of late, Maryland’s legislators have voted
to end the death penalty. The governor says
he’ll sign the bill. At the same time, those

on the state’s condemned list
will be commuted to life sen-
tences.

It’s disturbing that men and
women can sit on death row
for years and years and then
be executed. The question is
not an easy one neither is it
pleasant for all involved.

Many citizens feel judges
and others in the judicial sys-

tem are without feelings imposing capital
punishment. But they do have sensitivities
as they “do their job” as well as the families
of the perpetrators and victims.

Virginia and Texas are the nation’s lead-
ers in the execution business. The latest was
in the electric chair where the chosen man
of the hour cavalierly said he was going on
a ride with Jesus.

Reports following the Maryland decision

are that only 46 states will not exercise such
activity this year 2013. Virginia has eight
candidates on death row. All told 19 people
in four states await payment for heinous
crimes.

The rightness and wrongness of the prac-
tice, established legally by the nation’s Su-
preme Court, seldom comes back for high-
powered debate until a doomed individual
is found innocent.

There is always an effort for wit and lev-
ity when a high profile murderer meets the
end. It’s a horrifying thing to watch the
hangings or shootings of the vilest like
Saddam Hussein, Osama bin laden or John
Allen Muhammad, the Beltway sniper who
killed 10. His penalty was carried out on
Nov. 10, 2009.

There are many more who are probably
worthy of the judiciary’s most severe judg-
ment. Inequities abound in the penalty that

causes great concern. In a sensational Dela-
ware case the former state attorney general
from a leading family was sentenced to
death for killing his girlfriend. The sentence
to death was later commuted to life.

It’s easy to say “life is not fair.” It certainly
isn’t. Take the matter of a major big time
Mafiosi who, prosecutors said, controlled
gambling, bootlegging, prostitution and
murders of opponents was headed to fed-
eral court.

Reporters surrounded him and asked if
he wanted justice, “No, mercy.”

That’s what he got, mercy in the form of
a few months in federal prison.

The death penalty debate shouldn’t be a
liberal or conservative matter. The question?
What’s fair in all 50 states, red and blue?

Is there such a thing as a humane hang-
ing, a humane electrocution, a humane fir-
ing squad or a humane lethal injection?

What’s Humane in Execution? The Bid for Justice or Mercy

Write
The Gazette Packet welcomes views on

any public issue.
The deadline for all material is noon

Friday. Letters must be signed. Include
home address and home and business

numbers. Letters are routinely edited for
libel, grammar, good taste and factual

errors. Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Gazette Packet

1606 King St.
Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail:
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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