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A
 candlelight vigil for
the victims of gun
violence and to d-e
mand action from

Congress on gun violence pre-
vention legislation was held
Saturday, April 13, in Market
Square. The candlelight vigil
was sponsored by Organizing
for Action and Alexandria’s
Concerned Citizens against
Gun Violence. Other local orga-
nizations supporting the event
included the Million Mom
March of Northern Virginia,
and Moms Demand Action and
MOURN — Mothers United for
Reform Now.
Speakers included: U.S. Rep.
Jim Moran (D-8), state Sen.
Rob Krupicka (D-45), Del-
egates, Scott Surovell (D-44)
and Alfonso Lopez (D-49), Al-
exandria Mayor Bill Euille, Al-

exandria Vice Mayor Allison
Silberberg, former Mayor Kerry
Donley, human rights advocate
William Killibrew, director of the
13-City Gang Prevention Network
John Calhoun, Laura Fisher and
Laurie Chidlow of Mothers United
for Reform Now (MOURN), Presi-

dent of the Virginia Chapter of
the Million Mom March Martina
Leinz, Peter Read, father of Mary
Read who was one of the victims
of the Virginia Tech Massacre,
and the Rev. Jonathan Butler and
the Rev. Gregory Johnson of
Alfred St. Baptist Church.

Residents and supporters of sensible gun laws gather in Market Square for a
candlelight vigil for the victims of gun violence and to demand action from Con-
gress on gun violence prevention legislation.

Candlelight Vigil for Gun Violence Victims

Former Mayor Kerry Donley speaks of his friend and neighbor Alexandria Police
Officer Peter Laboy who is still recovering from gunshot wounds.

U.S. Rep. Jim Moran ex-
plains the difficulty facing
Congress in passing any
meaningful gun violence
prevention legislation.

Peter Read, father of
Mary Read who was one
of the victims of the
Virginia Tech Massacre,
listens as the speakers
address the need for
Congress to vote on
sensible gun laws.
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See West End,  Page 8

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

L
ike many of the residents
who live along Beauregard
Street, Salam Jawad is un-

sure about the future. Since he
came to America last year, he’s
been trying to find his way in a
new culture and a new environ-
ment. Now he’s facing a new sense
of uncertainty because his city gov-
ernment has approved a massive
rezoning effort that will eventually
demolish the building he lives in
for something much larger.

“I wanted to be stable here for
about two years,” said Jawad
while walking to a nearby grocery
store. “But if this happens in the
next year, this is not good for me.”

City officials stress that the plan
will take 30 years to implement.
So not all of the residents will have
to deal with their building being
demolished all at once. Washing-
ton-based developer JBG will take
one piece at a time, slowly remak-
ing the West End into a luxury
community with a new town cen-
ter and a high-capacity transit cor-

West End Rezoned
Council approves plan to demolish
thousands of garden apartments.

W
hat happens when
tragedy strikes? Alex-
andria springs into

action.
With Monday’s Boston bombing

looming over the week, organiz-
ers of Alexandria’s annual Giving
Day scrambled to find some way
to respond by Wednesday — the
daylong online philanthropy event
known as Spring2ACTion. On
Tuesday, the community founda-
tion known as ACT for Alexandria
announced that it would partner
with its fellow community foun-
dation in Boston to donate 5 per-
cent of the amount raised for ACT
to the Boston Foundation to sup-
port victims of the tragedy.

“We were all struck by the trag-
edy in Boston on Monday,” said
John Porter, executive director of
ACT for Alexandria. “And we
wanted to find a way to help sup-
port those who were impacted by

that tragedy.”
During last year’s 24-hour event,

4,000 individuals gave about
$320,000 to 72 participating non-
profit organizations whose mis-
sions range from feeding the hun-
gry and educating children to car-
ing for animals and promoting the
arts. This year, nearly 100 organi-
zations are participating aiming to
raise $400,000. Porter said that,
in addition to ACT for Alexandria,
about 40 of the participating or-
ganizations have also committed
to donating 40 percent of the pro-
ceeds to the Boston Foundation.

“Some of that, in many ways, is
probably more symbolic than just
the amount of money,” Porter said.
“It’s the idea that when tragedy
strikes, communities across the
county need to bind together to
help address those tragedies.”

— Michael Lee Pope

Giving for Boston
Alexandria nonprofit leaders Spring
to Action to help Boston victims.

Page 33
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Security Classic
The terrorist attack on the Boston Marathon this week has al-

tered plans for the Parkway Classic this weekend, creating a need
for a heightened security presence in Alexandria. The Parkway Clas-
sic, now in its 29th year, has a historic route along the George
Washington Memorial Parkway and a capped field size. The Sun-
day race is also host to the MacArthur Cup, a team competition for
active military and is a primary sponsor of the Boys and Girls Club
of Alexandria and the Nature Conservancy.

Now, in the new normal of the ever-present threat of terrorism,
it’s also a target. “We’ll have a some extra security presence there
to hopefully deter any opportunities that folks want to use to do
something bad,” said Alexandria Mayor Bill Euille. “We are pretty
much telling people to live their normal lifestyle, and hopefully all
will be well.”

Euille said he couldn’t share all of the security measures that will
be in place, but he said visitors will see an increased police pres-
ence.

Whistleblower Appeal
City Attorney James Banks said this week he will appeal the

March 8 court ruling against the city in favor of whistleblower
Henry Lewis. A panel of seven jurors agreed with Lewis that he
was improperly fired for pointing out that the city was not taking
adequate safeguards against fraud during construction of the new
Alexandria Police Department headquarters. In an interview this
week, Banks says he strongly disagrees with the jury and that he
will be taking the case to the Virginia Supreme Court.

“The city’s position is that there was no fraud, and that a reason-
able person would conclude that there was not a reasonable belief
in fraud,” said Banks.

In court, Lewis argued that he tried to make sure that the con-
tractor constructing the facility filed all the necessary paperwork
with the city — a safeguard against fraud, ensuring that Whiting
Turner was not billing the city for materials that had not been pur-
chased. Lewis repeatedly clashed with senior city officials about
taking necessary steps to protect against fraud, and he was eventu-
ally fired. A jury agreed that he was improperly fired and awarded
him $281,000. They also ordered the city to expunge his employ-
ment file, eliminating any reference to the termination. “This case
reveals the environment at City Hall,” said Roy Shannon, an at-
torney in a separate case against the city. “It seems like they have
decided that they only need to follow the rules when they want
to.”

Members of the Virginia Supreme Court will decide whether or
not they want to take up the case in the coming weeks, Meanwhile,
City Council members are considering a budget request to increase
money available for “general litigation” from $586,000 to $600,000.

Firing Up the Base
Dozens of gun-control advocates crowded Market Square Satur-

day evening for a rally in favor of background checks.
“You can’t win any campaign unless you fire up your base,” ex-

plained Alfred Street Baptist church assistant minister Greg
Johnson, who helped organize the rally. “It’s important that we
stand with other faith leaders to say that the will of the people
must be heard.”

Ever since a gunman blasted his way into a Connecticut elemen-
tary school in December, the debate about firearms in America has
taken a fevered pitch. This week, the U.S. Senate will be consider-
ing a bipartisan measure to expand background checks for all fire-
arm purchases. The move is opposed by gun enthusiasts who say
extending background checks is government intrusion on Second
Amendment rights.

“The democratic process will work if enough people come out to
events like this and let their voices be heard,” said U.S. Rep. Jim
Moran (D-8). “It’s going to take rallies like this here and in other
congressional districts to show that the intensity of emotion in fa-
vor of sensible gun control.”

Del. Scott Surovell (D-44) pointed out that one potential shoe
bomber changed how airport security works, but dozens of high-
profile mass shootings has yet to prompt major changes to how
firearms are purchased in America.

“It’s time to take action,” said Surovell.
— Michael Lee Pope

Week in Alexandria News

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

T
hey may be charming, but many people say
Alexandria’s brick sidewalks have become a
dangerous burden. Now they are asking City

Hall to do something about it.
“I was with my 19-year-old niece here in Old Town

yesterday, and she tripped,” said former School Board
chairwoman Mollie Danforth. “So it isn’t just older
disabled people who have problems.”

Last weekend, Danforth spoke to City Council
members in her capacity as a member of the Com-
mission for Persons with Disabilities. Along with
members of the Commission on Aging, the coalition
is calling on City Council to pave the way for a new
policy on brick sidewalks. Together, they are calling
for action now, before new brick sidewalks are cre-
ated along in the Eisenhower Valley and near the
Braddock Road Metro.

“Any rough textured surface for sidewalks is an
inconvenience at best and a safety hazard at worst.”
said Bob Eiffert, a member of the Commission on
Aging. “They become maintenance nightmares with
holes, dips and rises throughout.”

OLD TOWN is already full of brick sidewalks in the
historic district, a feature dating back to the earliest
days of the city as a colonial seaport. Nobody is ask-
ing for all those historic bricks to be removed. For
members of the coalition, the concern is future de-
velopment. The East Eisenhower Small Area plan
calls for several new brick sidewalks, for example.
And the Braddock Small Area plan calls for new brick
sidewalks leading to the Metro station.

“I don’t know what the answer is because brick is
a big part of Old Town,” said Vice Mayor Allison
Silberberg. “But we should discuss it.”

The issue has been gaining momentum for years,

and recent projects have included a discussion of the
issue. When council members considered a develop-
ment special-use permit for a new hotel at the inter-
section of Prince Street and Daingerfield Street, for
example, council members called for a concrete side-
walk with decorative brick banding at the edges.

“We are pursuing that in every area we can,” said
Councilman Paul Smedberg. “But we need to con-
sider codifying it.”

DANFORTH CALLED on City Council members to
adopt a policy similar to one in Boston, which calls
for a moratorium on new brick sidewalks. The Bean
Town policy says existing concrete paving cannot be
replaced with brick, although brick outside a mini-
mum five-foot-wide concrete travel path is allowed.
Although existing brick sidewalks can be repaired,
old pavers must be replaced with wire-cut brick.

“I know I had an exciting walk from the back of
City Hall to the front this morning over the rough
brick,” said Danforth, who suffered a stroke several
years ago. “I would love to be able to get around
better, especially in the winter.”

Danforth pointed out that the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act requires Alexandria sidewalks to have a
five-foot wide continuous smooth surface for walk-
ers — a requirement that many sidewalks will prob-
ably never meet. For new construction, though,
Danforth says that city leaders should adopt a policy
of having decorative brick on the outside of a five-
foot wide smooth surface.

“You can count on me to help you as we proceed
with this,” said Councilwoman Del Pepper, who is
known for her preference for brick architecture.

CITY OFFICIALS say they will look into the issue
and prepare a memorandum for City Council mem-
bers, who may end up considering the issue as a
docket item or taking up the matter in a work ses-
sion. That means future brick sidewalks may be dis-
mantled before the mortar is mixed.

“There are ways that I think we can address the
aesthetics and balance the form and function issues,”
said Rich Baier, director of the Department of Trans-
portation and Environmental Services.

Many areas outside the historic core have brick sidewalks, and current plans call for
new brick sidewalks in Eisenhower Valley and near the Braddock Road Metro.

War on Bricks
Coalition asks city to
reconsider future of
brick sidewalks.
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Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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Alexandria $949,000
9404 Mount Vernon Circle. Very large, stately, customized all-brick
home in sought-after waterfront community in historic Mt. Vernon on the
Potomac. Home has fully modernized, gourmet kitchen with wine cooler;
in-law or au pair suite in the basement with 2nd kitchen; and huge
rooms. Wonderful community has tennis courts, and private marina.
And, it’s so handy to Old Town Alexandria and Washington, D.C.

Mike Downie 703-360-7400

Alexandria $1,390,000
1904 Belle Haven Road. Beautiful 5 bedroom, 3.5 bath brick center
hall Colonial w/$162,000 of owner improvements. Rear garden, stone
patio and deck by Merrifield Garden Center. 2-car side-load garage.
Hardwoods on all levels  .9+ ceilings; Sauna and whirlpool tub in
renovated MBA. Eat-in kitchen opens to family room w/fireplace;
both have French doors opening to deck. Formal dining room.

JoAnn LaFon 703-618-2500

Old Town Alexandria $948,800
1023 N Royal Street. CRISP. CONTEMPORARY. UNEXPECTED. Abingdon
Row. Private street entrance. Almost 2,000 square feet, with SS,
granite, HW floors, high ceilings, and ONE-LEVEL LIVING, if desired.
MBR and public spaces on main level – two additional rooms on
lower level, with separate private entrance. Two garage spaces/three
storage units.

Barbara Rosen 703-407-6481

Arlington $1,125,000
3608 N. Piedmont Street. Bellevue Forest. Immaculate Gene May
Rambler in Bellevue Forest. Beautiful Gourmet kitch. 4 bedrooms, 3
full baths. Vaulted Ceiling in owner’s suite. Perfect guest bedroom
w/private bath. Screened-in porch. Oversized 2-car garage with
workspace. Brick & Stone patio. Fully fenced yard. Forest views. One
light to D.C. Cary Garcia 703-505-9513

Old Town $450,000
207 Irving Court. Charming 1830s detached Loft Home in the
heart of Old Town. Outstanding location! Open feeling, exposed
brick walls and glass brick on the front. Hardwood floors
throughout. Updated bath and kitchen. Very unique Loft home.
Walk to shops, restaurants, waterfront, King Street.

Kerrie Price 703-901-2778

Del Ray $519,900
800 Mount Vernon Avenue. Adorable detached home just steps
to Braddock Rd Metro. This updated home boasts 2 bedrooms,
sunroom, fabulous updated kitchen with stainless steel appliances
and granite countertops, fully fenced backyard and driveway for off-
street parking. Short stroll to shops, restaurants and weekend
farmers market in Del Ray. More Info: www.HomesofAlexandria.com

Bobi Bomar 703-927-2213

Old Town
$759,000

919 South Saint
Asaph Street.

Sensational home
steps to cafés &
shops. 2 BRS/2
Baths and 3 fully
fin. lvls. Private
patio garden,
fireplace, kitchen &
baths renovated.
Handsome wood
floors. Main lvl.
FR addition
w/built-ins.

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

Alexandria $ 1,075,000
8290 Glen Cove Court. Former model luxury home minutes
from G.W. Parkway and the Potomac River. Gourmet kitchen
w/morning room, sunroom, library, media room, craft room.
Elegant details and high end wood finishes and features.
Load w/builder upgrades and so much more.

Marilyn Trudeau 703-577-1262

Rosemont $1,050,000
204 Commonwealth Avenue. FABULOUS 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath stone
Colonial located 2 blocks from the King St METRO! Expanded and renovated
with quality finishes throughout. Living room with gas fireplace, formal dining
room, gourmet kitchen and beautiful family room with access to lovely  yard.
Luxurious main level Master suite with en suite bath. Lower level recreation
room with gas fireplace, wet bar & full bath. Tons of storage, off-street
parking. Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Del Ray $885,000
6 West Windsor Avenue. Spacious, expanded and fully renovated 4/5 bedroom, 4
bath Tudor with a charming Efficiency Suite just blocks from “The Avenue.” Foyer entry,
living room with fireplace and dining room that adjoins a gourmet kitchen with breakfast
bar and high end SS appliances. Family room with adjacent mud room has access to
fenced yard with deck. Spacious main level Master suite with luxury bath and 3
additional bedrooms on the upper level. Ample closet space and large unfinished
basement for storage. Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Potomac Greens
$1,200,000

719 Bracey Lane. Elegant
Craftmark Model Home.
Fabulous Must-See…5
Fireplaces…3 Walk-in
Closets in Master
Bedroom…Cherry Wood
Library…Extraordinary
Stainless Kitchen with
Granite/Cherry
Cabinets…Over 3,800 sq.
ft…Custom Designer
Ceiling & Wall Framing/
Painting Thru out…Two
stoplights to D.C./Airport/
Pentagon & G.W. Bike
Path.

Liza Jackson
571-217-0991

Del Ray
$499,900

506A E Howell
Avenue. Fabulous
updated townhome just
a short stroll to Del Ray’s
Mount Vernon Avenue.
This unique home
features 2 bedrooms, a
gorgeous updated
kitchen, finished lower
level, deck and fenced
backyard. More Info:
www.Homesof
Alexandria.com

Gretchen Wilkinson
703-597-8089

OPEN SUNDAY

OPEN SUNDAY

NEW LISTING

OPEN SUNDAY

OPEN SUNDAY

OPEN SUNDAY
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FREE WHITENING
New Patients Only - After complete exam, x-rays, and cleaning.

Periodontal disease and cavities must be treated first.

See Bulletin,  Page 30

Email announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday by noon. Photos
welcome.

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTIONEVENTS
SafeAssured Child Identification.

SafeAssured ID Kits provide families
with vital information needed by law
enforcement and the media to
immediately broadcast information
unique to a missing child. Open to
the public. For more information,
visit http://www.safeassured-id.com.
Saturday, April 27, 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
at Charles Houston Recreation
Center.

Darkness to Light’s (D2L)
Stewards of Children. Training
for parents and caregivers in the
ways to better prevent, recognize and
respond to child sexual abuse.
Childcare and pizza provided.
Reservations limited. To register, go
to: cacstewardsofchildren
training.eventbrite.com/ Friday, April
19, 3- 6 p.m. at The Center for
Alexandria’s Children, 1900 N.
Beauregard St., Suite 200
Tuesday, April 30, 3– 6 p.m. at The
Center for Alexandria’s Children,
1900 N. Beauregard St., Suite 200

A Playgroup A Day: The Center will
host a playgroup a day through the
month of April. Developmental
playgroups focus on the importance
of learning through play and provide
parents with best practices. Ages 0-5.
No pre-registration or enrollment
necessary. For a listing of playgroups,
visit the Center’s website at
www.centerforalexandriaschildren.org
or call 703-746-6008.

SEXUAL ASSAULT

AWARENESS EVENTS
The Sexual Assault Center of the

Department of Community & Human
Services will recognize Sexual
Assault Awareness Month. There will
be several activities going on around
the City:

April 15–19 at the Casey Clinic (1200
N. Howard St.) and the Alexandria
Police Department

April 19–26 at the Alexandria Police
Department (3600 Wheeler Ave.)

The Clothesline Project, a display of t-
shirts made by survivors that bears
witness to the violence they have
experienced, will be on display April
15–19 at City Hall (301 King St.).

Spanish Language Safety and Prevention
Forum for the Hispanic Community
on April 30 from 7-9 p.m. – A panel
discussion on services and
information for the Hispanic
community at St. Andrews United
Methodist Church, 845 N. Howard
St.

Denim Day – On April 24, wear jeans
to work, school or around town as a
visible means of protest against
myths that surround rape and sexual
assault. For more information on
national denim day, go to
denimdayusa.org/.

POLL
Participate in ACTion Alexandria’s

Civic Engagement Principles
online poll to review the principles
and answer a few short questions. To
take the online poll, visit: http://
actionalexandria.org/alexandrias-
principles-civic-engagement. For
more information on “What’s Next
Alexandria,” the City’s Civic
Engagement initiative, visit
www.alexandriava.gov/whatsnext,
contact Carrie Beach at 703-746-
4666, or e-mail
whatsnext@alexandriava.gov.

Bulletin

Board
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News

Spring2Action
ACT for Alexandria kicked off the
third annual Spring2Action 24-
hour online giving initiative April
17 at 12:01 a.m. Police Chief Earl
Cook joined ACT Executive Direc-
tor John Porter, “Mango” Mike
Anderson, Dennis Belmont and
Capt. Len Fouch in checking out
the online leaderboard at Pork
Barrel BBQ restaurant. Bill
Blackburn and Alexandria Police
Foundation Executive Director Ginny Obranovich joined them for a
photo outside Holy Cow restaurant after selecting the APF as their char-
ity of choice while dining at the Del Ray restaurants. With 7 hours still
remaining, 96 nonprofits had raised more than $400,000.

P
h
o

t
o

s
 
b
y
 
J
e
a
n
n
e
 
T

h
e
i
s
m

a
n
n

/
G

a
z
e
t
t
e
 
P
a
c
k
e
t



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  April 18-24, 2013  ❖  7www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

M
ore than 90 people enjoyed
a morning of motivation,
education and comedy from

best-selling author and NBC Today Show
body language expert Janine Driver  at
the 5th annual Breakfast and Blossoms
event March 27 at the Embassy Suites
Hotel in Old Town.

“The hardest liars to catch are people
in power,” said Driver, an Alexandria
resident and founder of The Body Lan-

guage Institute. “Also, people who have
worked with us for many years are more
likely to succeed in deceiving us.”

Driver, a lie-detection expert for the FBI,
CIA and ATF, gave a lively and interactive
talk at the event for meeting planners
hosted by the Alexandria Convention and
Visitors Association.

“Everyday liars focus on the conse-
quences,” said Driver. “Powerful liars focus
on the rewards.”

The event was designed to introduce
event planners to meeting facilities avail-
able in Alexandria and the services avail-
able through the ACVA. Corporate Social
Responsibility expert Jane Hess Collins of
Get Out and Give Back was on hand to dis-
cuss ways that community engagement can
be integrated into a corporate event.

Body language and lie detection expert Janine Driver addresses a
group of meeting planners at the ACVA Breakfast and Blossoms event
March 27 at the Embassy Suites in Old Town.

The Lyin’ Tamer
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ACVA hosts body
language expert.

Driver used video clips from newsmakers
such as Tiger Woods, Anthony Weiner and
Lance Armstrong in a humorous presenta-
tion that was both informative and educa-
tional. “What a great speaker,” said Jerome

Bryce of the Del Ray-based Association
for Government Accounts. “What Janine
said was very practical and something
you can use every day, not just in your
job.”

News

Alexandria City Public Schools, in conjunction with the
American Red Cross, held a community blood drive in
honor of wounded Alexandria police officer Peter Laboy at
Lyles-Crouch Traditional Academy on Wednesday, April 3.

From left: Christina Bohringer, Elizabeth Moore, Melakub Besetegn and Brand
Rodenberg participate in the April 3 blood drive.

Caty Poulin, Robert Poulin and Candy McGinnis volunteer at the blood
drive.

Makayla McGinnis, a blood drive volunteer in fourth grade, serves
snacks to Christina Bohringer (left) and Tammy Ignacio at Lyles-Crouch
Traditional Academy.

Giving Blood Photos by Aaron Thomas/Gazette Packet
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Mayor Bill Euille, center, is joined
by Anna Murphy, 11, and Meals On
Wheels of America president Ellie
Hollander in delivering meals to
homebound seniors March 21 as
part of the Mayors for Meals
campaign.

Douglas MacArthur fifth-grader Anna Murphy,
11, prepares to help Mayor Bill Euille deliver
meals to homebound seniors.

SSA president Greg
Murphy unpacks a
meal.

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

M
ayor Bill Euille joined other may-
ors and elected officials across
the nation in delivering meals to

homebound seniors March 21 as part of
Mayors for Meals, a component of the
March for Meals Campaign of the Meals on
Wheels Association of America and Senior
Services of Alexandria.

“For the cost of a single day in the hospi-
tal, Meals on Wheels can feed an individual
for a year,” said Ellie Hollander, president
and CEO of the Alexandria-based Meals on
Wheels Association of America.

With SSA board president Greg Murphy
serving as their driver, Hollander joined
Euille and Murphy’s 11-year-old daughter
Anna in delivering meals in the Taylor Run
and South Old Town areas of the city.

In addition to delivering meals, volun-
teers delivered socks and “Happy Spring”
greeting cards to seniors.  The socks were
donated by the Lincoln Chapter Order of
the Eastern Star, and the greeting cards
were hand-made by students from Mount
Vernon Elementary School.

“In Alexandria, Meals on Wheels delivers
to an average of 85 seniors each day, seven
days a week,” said SSA executive director
Janet Barnett, who noted that a pool of
more than 200 individuals rotate as volun-
teers for the program.

Meals for the program are prepared at
The Hermitage senior living facility and are
available for both fee-subsidized and self-
pay clients.

“I’m glad my dad let me help deliver
meals today,” Anna Murphy said. “It’s been
fun meeting everyone and visiting with
them when we drop off the meals. Every-
one is so grateful and I can see for myself
what a great program Meals on Wheels is.”

For more information on Alexandria’s
Meals on Wheels program or to volunteer,
visit www.seniorservicesalex.org.
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Hundreds of
volunteers help keep
seniors fed.

Mayors for Meals

News

From Page 1

West End
Rezoned

The low-slung garden apartments on the West End of Alexandria are in the path of destruction approved by
Alexandria City Council members last weekend.
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ridor.
“We have listened to the community and

to developers,” said Mayor Bill Euille. “We
have worked hard to ensure that, through
this rezoning, our long-term vision for
Beauregard includes affordable housing,
infrastructure improvements, a strength-
ened transportation system, and a public/
private partnership that will provide re-
sources so these enhancements can be re-
alized.”

THE ZONING PLAN now before City
Council members includes $167 million for
affordable housing, a feature that support-
ers say makes the Beauregard plan a his-
toric addition to the supply of dedicated
units in the region. About $52 million of
that will come from developer contribu-
tions, with the rest coming from tax-incre-
ment funding. Planning Commission mem-
bers said that if they failed to approve the
deal, those units would not be available and
market forces would displace residents.

“It’s kind up upsetting,” said Hazam
Khammash, whose family came from Jor-
dan 15 years ago. “My mom works really
hard and, you know, she has to work
harder.”

Many residents who live in the apart-
ments now say the promise of 800 units in
the future is small consolation for people
who live in 2,500 units today. They worry
that they might not be one of the lucky few
who gets selected to live in the units, which
will be a fraction of the market-rate afford-
able housing units there today. Many resi-
dents say the stress of an uncertain future
lingers over their days, a phenomenon that

has become even more pitched now that
council members have approved the rezon-
ing.

“It’s like a disaster,” said Heber Banegas,
whose family came here from Honduras.
“Many families don’t know where to go.
This is their home.”

THE REZONING requires developer con-
tributions for affordable housing, a new fire
station, transit and open space. About $160
million will be directly contributed by de-
velopers, and $66 million will be used to
pay for the affordable housing. Neverthe-
less, current residents say they feel be-
trayed.

 “We clean the offices, drive the taxis,
cook the food in Old Town restaurants, and
care for the elderly,” said tenant leader Hec-
tor Pineda. “We want to enjoy the benefits

of redevelopment. Instead, they’re destroy-
ing our community and pushing working
families out of the city.”

The plan approved by council members
last weekend also includes $52 million for
transit and road improvements, $10 million
to construct a fire station and $12 million
for recreation and other public amenities.
City officials say the redevelopment will
take over three decades, a long-term plan
that includes a new town center and a tran-
sit corridor. Developers expect to break
ground in 2014, when the first phase of
demolition and construction will begin.

“There will be many, many apartments
that remain in place over time,” said Kathy
Puskar, a land-use attorney who represents
the developers interested in redeveloping
the properties. “So the first phase is not tear-
ing down all 2,500 units.”

COUNCIL MEMBERS praised the plan as
an unprecedented addition to the stock of
dedicated affordable housing units in the
city. Many warned that if elected officials
took no action, developers could move for-
ward with a plan that included no contri-
bution to affordable housing. Although ten-
ant groups have been calling for 2,500 units
of dedicated affordable housing to replace
the current units, Councilman Justin Wil-
son pointed out that only 40 percent of the
units qualify as affordable housing the way
the city crunches the numbers. By that logic,
the city is actually delivering one-for-one
replacement of affordable housing.

“We are not moving the goal posts,” said
Wilson. “We have always had a common
definition of affordable, and that’s never
changed.”
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News

By Ashley Claire Simpson

Gazette Packet

A
fter being on hold for more
than four years, the reno-
vation and revitalization of
Alexandria’s Beverley Hills

Church Preschool playground is offi-
cially underway. On Wednesday, April 17,
the playground fundraising committee is
participating in Act for Alexandria’s
Spring2ACTion, a day devoted to online
advertising and fundraising for non-profit
organizations in the city of Alexandria, ac-
cording to the preschool’s former director
Sissy Walker.

Walker said the goal of the preschool is
to align the playground design with the
academic outlook of the school.

“We want children to encounter nature
first hand,” said Walker, who is now the
alumni outreach coordinator. “This is a co-
operative preschool, with parents working
on committees. It is very all hands on deck.
The school has a very progressive educa-
tional philosophy, with an emphasis on cre-
ativity and problem solving.”

Originally slated as a project to begin in
2008, the preschool’s parents, staff and
board of directors halted fundraising as the
“economy tanked,” according to Walker.

According to members of the preschool
community, the church playground has
played a significant role in the community
for decades.

“Since the church was built in 1938, the
outdoor space was always somewhere that
people could go and play with their kids,”
Walker said. “It is private property, which
the church very generously shares with the
community when there aren’t programs
[like preschool] going on. It was always just
a space for children to play very vigorously,
a place for families to gather.”

EVEN BEFORE the first wooden play-
ground structures were built in 1984,
Walker said the property was unique and
special in the community.

“The property owned by church is a
wooded hillside, which you don’t find in
Alexandria,” Walker said. “There are lots of
mature shade trees and lots of green space,
so it is a bit of an oasis.”

It was in the 1980s that planning for the
actual playground began.  Walker said par-
ents of the Beverley Hills Church
preschoolers wanted to take advantage of
the picturesque setting and build a play-
ground according to was then considered a
natural design.

“Back when I was a parent at the pre-
school, which would have been in the
1980s, the parents of the preschool wanted
to really create a natural playground space

with lots of wooden structures,” Walker
said. “That is what was created back in 1984
with a company called Robert Leathers
Company.”

She added that it was a true community
built and kept playground with parent and
community volunteers. Members of the
community lovingly referred to this wooden
playground as “the Castle.”

She said that between the board of direc-
tors and committees of involved parents and
alumni, “the Castle was a huge collabora-
tive effort.”

Unfortunately,
though, as Walker
said, the wooden
structures were
not going to last
forever. The
board and pre-
school parents ac-
knowledged that
the oasis needed
a rebuild by the
later 2000s.

“ A R O U N D
2006, we started
to be more
thoughtful about
what was it going
to be — what we
were going to re-
place the wooden structures with,” Walker
said. “It was just eventually going to fall
down. “

At the same time, she said a back-to-na-
ture movement of sorts was happening in
the education field.

“There was a lot of conversation in edu-
cational fields about children’s’ disconnect
from nature,” Walker said. “We really be-
gan to want to have a more dynamic and
naturalized space.”

The planning went hand in hand with the
notion that “outdoor time is just as impor-
tant as indoor time,” according to Walker.
In 2008, they were even able to select The
National Playground Company as the offi-
cial designer.

Walker said the financial crisis of 2008
stopped all the fundraising in its tracks.

“We had committed to fundraising with
alumni, but then everything went south,”
Walker said. “It was not the right time. Ev-
eryone felt this way, so the project was just
tabled.”

In the years since this decision to delay

building, Walker said none of the initial
playground pieces had been demolished.

“A few things were removed over the
years, but the basic, big structure in the
middle has been there forever,” she added.

Kelly Organek, the Beverley Hills Church
Preschool director that followed Walker,
was responsible for “bringing the project
back to the fore,” according to Walker.

Organek, the preschool director from
2008-2012, said the playground planning
committee began meeting again at the be-
ginning of 2011 after the economy began

to stabilize and
both church
members and
preschool fami-
lies were com-
fortable with
planning for a
new playground
on the property.

“The play-
ground planning
committee began
meeting at the
beginning of
2011,” Organek
said. “It took a
couple years for
the economy to
shift and for [the
preschool admin-

istrators and parents] to make sure they had
the resources.”

She said that while some members of the
community have grown attached to the
older playground structures, redoing its
design is a necessary change for the pre-
school and for the surrounding community.

“The current playground is symbolic for
people,” Organek said, “but this is a change
that matches the educational philosophy of
the school — that the learning that goes on
outside reflects what goes on inside the
classroom. Inquiry followed by explanations
is supported by this type of playground.”

Beverley Hills Church Preschool parent
Melissa Miller said her children will always
have great memories of the Castle, but that
a newer and safer “play scape” is crucial
for the students as well as for the commu-
nity.

“I am very excited,” Miller said. “The
Castle has provided so many incredible
memories for our children, but I know the
new playscape will be such a unique play-
ground for our community. I have been to

other parts of [Northern Virginia]
with the natural plays capes, and I
just feel that for us to bring one not
only to the church and school, but
to the community, it will provide a
lot of excitement and memories that
people will have for a lifetime.”

Miller added that she is proud to
send her children to such a special
preschool, and that the new play-
ground will complement the
preschool’s Reggio approach, which
encourages exploration and discov-
ery in early education.

THE NEW PLAYGROUND ,
Organek said, will most certainly be very
different from modern day playgrounds.

“There will be much fewer static struc-
tures. Most modern day playgrounds have
some kind of structure at a focal point,” she
said. “In nature, it is natural elements that
make up [a setting,] not one central, static
focal point. The new playground will have
several elements that inspire children to
move, discover, explore.”

She said another crucial characteristic of
the new playground is that it will be capti-
vating to much wider age range of children.

“Children of all ages can use it,” Organek
said. “It is not something that will bore a
12 year old because the equipment is too
small. But it will also be accessible for an
18 month old. Nature has no age param-
eters and neither will this playscape.”

Both Organek and Walker said the play-
ground will be unique to Alexandria and it
will benefit the community for years to
come.

“I think that what makes the excitement
is that there isn’t any other place like this
in Alexandria,” Organek said. “The pre-
school community is able to build it and
provide it for the community [at large].
Even as kids grow older they can continue
to enjoy it.”

Walker added that it will be a very im-
portant play place for children in Alexan-
dria who would not otherwise have easy
access to a great play-learning environment.

Walker said that while parents, teachers
and board members have been fundraising
within the alumni network, they still need
to and believe they will fundraise between
15 and 20 thousand more dollars.

“A lot of people are gung ho because it is
the only natural place for young children,”
Walker said.

Both Walker and Organek said the pre-
school is still working with Natural Play-
ground Company to have the new play-
ground functional by the last quarter of
2013. “We had hoped to build in August,
but this might be optimistic with the zon-
ing process,” Walker said. “It will be some-
time in September or October, they think.”

She added that working with the city to
get the right permits and contracts is a
lengthy process, but the result will be well
worth it.

“If this is not a destination playground,
then I don’t know what is,” Walker said.
“There are no bells and whistles — it is all
nature.”

‘Castle’ To Give Way to Playscape Highlighting Nature
Beverley Hills
Church Preschool
playground being
transformed.

From the early days … … to the Castle construction in 1984.

“It is private property, which
the church very generously
shares with the community
when there aren’t programs
[like preschool] going on. It
was always just a space for
children to play very
vigorously, a place for
families to gather.”

— Sissy Walker
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Snapshot
 T.C. Williams 11th grader Sarah Conroy flies over
the hurdles in a practice run during the Thursday,
April 11, soccer game between varsity boys teams
from T.C. Williams and Lake Braddock.
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Opinion

See Letters,  Page 11

Protect
The Park

To the Editor:
Despite a recent proposal by the

city to the contrary, Founders Park
should not be used for private
events.

Anybody who visits Founders
Park knows how much the park is

enjoyed by families
from many back-
grounds. It is the type
of public facility that

we hope all of the waterfront will
become.

It will be truly unfortunate if
private parties are able to deprive
these families the opportunity to
enjoy Founders Park.

Moreover, a significant portion
of the northern half of Founders
Park is already used for a dog park,
making it both uninviting for the
general public, and unsuitable for
young families.

The public should not be further
denied enjoyment of the park by
permitting private events to oc-
cupy the southern half of the park.

Howard Bergman
Alexandria

Silence Means
Approval
To the Editor:

It has come to my attention that
the city has approached the
Founders Park Community Asso-
ciation for approval to use
Founders Park for large and small
events, public, commercial and
private. Please contact the
Founders Park Board and City
Council to let them know your
feelings about such use of
Founders Park.

Founders Park
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Letters

I am very opposed to the idea.
Founders Park is a beautiful open
space that is used by families and
individuals for the activities and
enjoyment commonly associated
with such beautiful open spaces.
Allowing Founders Park to be
closed for the preparation, execu-
tion and damage repair of such
events is directly counter to the
intention of the original purposes
the park was intended for. It will,
among other things, increase the
parking issues in the neighbor-
hood and make the personal uses
(strolling, picnics, Frisbee throw-
ing, dog walking) of the park more
difficult.

I urge everyone to take a strong
stand against such uses of the park
by the city.

Protect Founders Park. Do not be
silent! Your silence will show ac-
quiescence and approval.

Jim Walker
Alexandria

Being
Forced
Out
To the Editor:

Are we good
enough to work
in Alexandria, but

not good enough to live here?
My wife and I clean homes in

Alexandria. My neighbor Berhanu
drives a taxi. Carlos cooks meals
and Alejandro washes dishes in
Old Town. My friend Margaret
cares for seniors in a retirement
home, while Ameena serves chil-
dren in our school cafeteria.

We pay taxes. We help make Al-
exandria a great city.

We’re raising our families in
Alexandria’s Beauregard neighbor-
hood. It’s one of the only places
we can afford to make a home.

Now we’re being forced out of
Alexandria.

Mayor Euille and council mem-
bers Chapman, Lovain, Pepper,
Smedberg, and Wilson voted to
allow JBG and other developers to
demolish our homes and the
homes of 2,500 other families.

Will they ask developers to save
homes for more than one-third of
our families? Will they invest in
making sure those homes are all
available sooner than 21 years?

We hope Mr. Euille and his col-
leagues will join Vice Mayor
Silberberg in working to ensure
that all families in our community
can enjoy the benefits of the
Beauregard redevelopment.

Hector Pineda
Alexandria

Explain
‘Worst’
To the Editor:

As a property owner and tax-
payer on the West End, I continue
to hear about the impending doom
and gloom of the FY14 budget on
city services. Many of us are con-
cerned about the city’s tax rate,
what services will be cut and how
this will impact future projects to
improve traffic, safety and educa-
tion. One important item we also
concerned about is our city em-
ployees and how many critical
positions will be cut.

In the last few years, our tax rate
has stayed consistent while some
services have diminished. For
those of us who have attended
public hearings and who have read
the proposed budget, there is
growing concern about this im-
pending budget crisis. It seems
that over the last few years, this
has been the “worst budget sea-
son in years.” Every time I drive
through the Eisenhower Valley,
Old Towne and Del Ray, I see noth-
ing but new buildings, new busi-
nesses and new condominiums.
This leads me to one question:
how does this continue to be the
worst budget season in years? If
we continue to see new buildings,
tourists and new residents flock-
ing to Alexandria, why is the city
raising taxes, cutting services and
losing city staff? I’m perplexed by
the dire picture painted by the city
manager.

In addition, many worry about
the level of services that will be
provided by city staff. Over the
years, I’ve seen an erosion of ser-
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From Page 10

Letters

See Letters,  Page 14

vices and city staff dedicated to
critical programs like domestic
violence, as well as parks and rec-
reation. These types of programs
are needed to ensure our youth
have programs and our victims of
personal violence are protected.

The erosion of city pay and ben-
efits is forcing employees to retire
early or leave the city. This causes
the city to lose senior leadership,
creativity and institutional knowl-
edge. In addition, Alexandria Po-
lice continue to be the lowest paid
on our region. City staff continues
to take home less money in their
paychecks each year due to rising
health care costs. If the current
proposed budget passes, most city
employees will take home less pay
in their paychecks again. This is
disgraceful, especially when we
ask public safety to put their lives
on the line each day.

With all of this doom and gloom,
our city manager makes almost
$250,000 a year; more than Con-
gress, county executives and many
doctors.

So is this really the worst bud-
get season in years?

Mary Craige
Alexandria

Bloated
Bureaucracy
To the Editor:

I am glad to see the Alexandria
Gazette Packet finally exposing the
bloated and costly bureaucracy in
the City of Alexandria public
school system. This has been a
vexing problem for many years,
going back to when the controver-
sial consolidation plan of the three
high schools was implemented in
1971.

We’ve never really recovered
from the turbulence of the early
1970s. We also have had a lot of
old deadwood in the City of
Alexandria’s public school system.
Some employees have been al-

lowed to hang around for far too
long past their prime, if they ever
had a prime.

The City of Alexandria public
school system needs a thorough
housecleaning. An old high school
classmate of mine who still lives
in Alexandria sends his kids to a
private school in the District of
Columbia (just as does the Presi-
dent of the United States). He de-
scribed the City of Alexandria pub-
lic school system to me as a “train
wreck.”

Gregory G. Paspatis
T.C. Williams High School

Class of 1978

Where Best
To Invest?
To the Editor:

On April 4, the Alexandria Ga-
zette Packet reported that 27
people in the Central Administra-
tion of the Alexandria City Public
School system — with its student
population of just 13,000 — made
a total of $3.6 million, or an aver-
age of over $133,000 each.

Those salaries are a cost, one
paid by the city’s taxpayers. That
being the case, it would be help-
ful to know what portion of the

school budget those salaries rep-
resent. Per-pupil spending in Al-
exandria has historically been
among the highest in the country;
the national average in 2010 was
just less than $11,000 compared
to Alexandria’s $18,000. To what
measure do these salaries contrib-
ute to that higher spending?

Costs are generally intended to
yield benefits.

How are these administrators
measurably contributing, in pro-
portion to the salaries they receive,
to improvements in the education
of youth in the city — lest it be
forgotten, the sole purpose of the
school system? As we all know,
that system has consistently
ranked among the lowest perform-
ers region-, state-, and nationwide.

So, high costs and low achieve-
ment.

How does the system explain
this imbalance? And what are
these well-paid out-of-the class-
room bureaucrats doing to redress
the situation? Wouldn’t our tax
dollars be better invested directly
in the schools (principals) and in
the classrooms (teachers)?

Judy Navarro
Alexandria
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join a Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons…

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon

2:00 pm (en Español)

6:30 pm Mass (from Sept. 9
until mid June)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)

Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Mass Schedule

b

b
b

b

b
b

Waynewood – For Sale By Owner
Open House – Sunday, 4/21, 1-4PM

1000 Priscilla Lane, Alexandria, VA 22308

Light and airy throughout, including office
and/or in-law suite....... $799,000

Private showing also available by appointment
571-338-8548

Enjoy the comfort of Waynewood at 1000 Priscilla
Lane, located within short distance of popular
Waynewood Elementary School, Potomac River, Fort
Hunt Park and the Mount Vernon Parkway and Bike
Trail. Spacious home includes 5 bedrooms, 3 baths,
office and/or in law suite, updated kitchen and commu-
nity pool membership with tennis courts, basketball
court, playing fields and picnic tables. Convenient to
Old Town Alexandria, Fort Belvoir, Pentagon, Metro
and other government and military offices.

Letter

Special Treat
For Group Home
To the Editor:

On Monday, March 18, our City of Alex-
andria group home was informed late in the
day that we would be undergoing repairs
early the next day. The residents and staff
would not be allowed in the home while
these repairs were being made. As a result,
we did not have access to our kitchen on
March 19. Because we were notified so late
in the day, the counselors could not allo-
cate funds quickly enough to allow our resi-
dents to eat out.

I decided to call a few restaurants in Old
Town inquiring if they would be interested
in treating us to lunch as a gesture of good-
will the following day, March 19. The first
restaurants I called had to regrettably say
no because of the difficult economic times.
My last call was to the Paradiso Pizzeria at
124 King St. I spoke with the manager, Sara
Gunter, and communicated our situation to
her. Without hesitation, she exclaimed,
“We’d love to treat you all to lunch.” I ex-
plained to her there would be six attendees
from the Alexandria group home. She re-
sponded, “We’ll have a table ready for you,
and it will be a pleasure to have your group
home here.”

This touched my heart just knowing that
I had found a loving, compassionate heart
willing to reach out a helping hand by treat-
ing us to of a meal at the last minute.

The following day after touring the Tor-

pedo Factory we headed to the Paradiso
Pizzeria (walking distance from the Torpedo
Factory). Upon arrival, the seven of us were
greeted by the host and were escorted to
our reserved table. We ordered our food and
beverages, and throughout our meal, the
waiter made sure that no glass was ever
empty. We were treated like royalty!

You would not believe how much our
group home residents love pizza. As much
as they love it, they can be quite finicky
when it comes to choosing their toppings,
but we turned everything over to the waiter
to decide what would be best. I became a
little nervous when our waiter made the

choice of several pizzas with different top-
pings hoping to please each of us, but please
us, he did. Each pizza began with mouth-
watering Paradiso tomato sauce and moz-
zarella cheese. I wish you could have been
there to observe the expressions on our
faces as we feasted on the enhancing fla-
vors of sundried tomato, sweet red tomato,
sweet red pepper, pesto, and pine nuts, not
to mention the succulent flavors of lamb
sausage, mortadella, pancetta, pepperoni,
prosciutto, salami and sausage. And to top
it all off, their taste buds were titillated with
the flavors of fontina, Gorgonzola, and
pecorino cheeses. Every time a pizza was

consumed, it was immediately replaced
with another. As you can probably imag-
ine, there was no room for dessert. We were
filled to our heart’s content.

Everyone enjoyed a delightful lunch and
such a great time dining amidst the lovely
ambiance of Old Town. Memories were
made that day. Our waiter couldn’t have
been more attentive and thoughtful as he
served us. Several of us in the party are
picky eaters. The waiter was so conscien-
tious and could not have been more con-
siderate. Knowing this was a “treat” from
Paradiso Pizzeria, our server was not expect-
ing any tip. Yet, this did not hamper his at-
tentive and kindhearted service to us. He
did not miss a beat when a glass of soda
needed to be refilled. He literally accom-
modated our every wish before we could
even think to ask. We are accustomed to
having lunch out at fast food restaurants. I
would never have dreamed this lunch
would turn into such an unforgettable din-
ing experience.

Following this spectacular lunch we re-
laxed while we rode the Old Town Trolley.
By this time we were able to return to our
group home as the repairs had been com-
pleted.

Encounters like this don’t happen very
often, and we are grateful for the generos-
ity bestowed upon us by this wonderful res-
taurant.

Kathy McDonald
Residential Counselor

City of Alexandria

Enjoying lunch at Paradiso Pizzeria are Brenda Harris-Strom, senior
counselor/supervisor; Kathy McDonald, residential counselor; Bonnie
Barringer; Bobby Taylor; Erma Jones and George Pritts.
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    Neighborhood

Taylor Run
The Taylor Run Citizens’ Association (TRCA) will

hold its Annual Spring Meeting on Thursday, April 30
at 7:30 p.m. in the Theatre of the George Washington
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive.

The featured speakers include: local representatives
to the state legislature, Sen. Adam Ebbin and Del.

Charniele Herring; Judy Lo, a representative from the Al-
exandria Office of Parks and Recreation, who will address
several improvements being considered for Angel Park;
and Deputy Sheriff Clarke Stearns, who will provide an up-
date concerning crime in the area.

TRCA will also conduct the election of its officers and
executive committee for the 2013-2014 year.

Letters

From Page 11

DASH Service
Hits New Low

To the Editor:
Those of us who use DASH to

travel to the Metro as part of our
commute downtown are used to
the unreliability of the service. On
any given day a bus can arrive at
a stop three minutes ahead of
schedule, or 10 minutes behind.
So most of us do our best to plan
accordingly, and suffer as we must.

On Monday, April 15, however,
DASH Service hit a new low, with
the bus driver, the telephone op-
erator, and manager each seeking
to outdo each other.

Our story begins with yours truly
waiting to catch the DASH bus to

the Braddock Road metro. I ar-
rived at the stop four minutes be-
fore the bus was scheduled to ar-
rive there.

Twenty minutes later, I called
the DASH dispatcher to ask about
the status of my no-show bus. Af-
ter 5 minutes on hold, and having
to repeat my inquiry to a second
dispatcher, I was told that particu-
lar bus had already arrived at the
Braddock Road station, which
means the bus was at least 5
minute early (the cardinal sin of
public transportation). A full 30
minutes after I had initially arrived
at the stop, I boarded a DASH bus
to begin my commute.

Incensed, I wrote a polite but
firm email to DASH complaining
about this awful service, and asked
that they instruct their bus driv-
ers on route to Braddock Road to
maintain their pre-established

schedule, or to hold at a stop if
they arrive there five minutes
early.

Four full days later as I write
this, I have still not received a re-
ply from DASH.

In my job, we are required to
respond to every customer inquiry
within 24 hours, either with a
complete answer or a status up-
date with how long it will take us
to complete their request.

I’ve made an inquiry at my job
for a parking pass, as I have no
desire to play this game again as
the brutally hot and humid Wash-
ington summer approaches.

I hope by publishing this letter,
we can encourage DASH to begin
to address their gross shortcom-
ings.

Joseph Ayoub
Alexandria
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D
avid S. Mer-
cer and
Lucia Anna

“Pia” Trigiani, princi-
pals of MercerTrigiani
law firm, received the
2013 Traver Scholar
Award for their ef-
forts in real estate le-
gal education.

The Virginia State
Bar presented the
award to the two
community associa-
tion law attorneys
during the annual Ad-
vanced Real Estate
Seminar of the VSB
Real Property Section
in Williamsburg.

The award, pre-
sented in coordina-
tion with Virginia
CLE, honors attorneys
who embody the high-
est ideals and exper-

tise in the practice of
real estate law.

MercerTrigiani is a
real estate law firm
providing corporate,
litigation and public
policy legal counsel
to more than 500
condominium, prop-
erty owner, real es-
tate cooperative and
timeshare owner as-
sociations, real estate
developers and indi-
vidual owners lo-
cated throughout
Virginia and Wash-
ington, D.C.

The firm currently
serves clients at two
Virginia locations:
112 South Alfred
Street in Alexandria
and 11 South
Twelfth Street in
Richmond.

Law Firm’s Principals
Receive State Award

Mercer

Business

Trigiani
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Kathleen Kennedy | Branch Vice President
Old Town Alexandria | 310 King Street,
Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703-283-3321
Now accepting new agents

Recognized as a world leader in marketing exceptional
properties, we have prominent offices across the globe,
which means your home has exposure all over the world.
Over $600 million of national real estate sold to
international buyers. Nationally, we handle an average

of $70.1 million in luxury sales every day!

Dominating  the Luxury
Market
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Get Crafty
Del Ray Artisans’ Craft Night Social provides uninterrupted time to

work on a project in progress or start a new one. It is also an opportu-
nity to get to know other creative individuals. The first Craft Night
Social is Tuesday, April 23 from 5-9 p.m. The evening is open to all
who knit, crochet, sew, scrapbook, make cards or jewelry, or any other
fiber, paper or general craft that does not involve wet media other than
glue. Each crafter will receive 2-3 feet of table space. Each four-hour
session is $8 for Del Ray Artisans members and $10 for non-members.
Space is limited; register at www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/craft. For
questions about Craft Night Social, contact Lisa at
artenuestra@yahoo.com.

Additional Craft Night Socials are planned for June 25, Aug. 27 and
Oct. 22. All Craft Night Socials will be held at Del Ray Artisans gal-
lery at the Nicholas A. Colasanto Center, 2704 Mount Vernon Avenue.
Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/craft. See Calendar,  Page 21

E-mail announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Photos and artwork are encouraged.
Deadline is Thursday at noon.

ONGOING
Spring Classes. Art at the Center,

2804 Sherwood Hall Lane. Children
ages 6-10 can participate. Register at
www.artatthecenter.org or 703-201-
1250.

Art Exhibit. Through Tuesday, April
23. Open Friday-Wednesday 10 a.m.-
6 p.m. and Thursday 1-9 p.m.
Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery
announces the opening of the juried
show “Sculptural Elements.” Located
located in Studio 18 of the Torpedo
Factory Art Center at 105 North
Union Street. Free Admission. Visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com or
call 703-548-0935.

Art Exhibit. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday
through Friday. “Spotlight,” an
exhibition of acrylic paintings on
canvas by Lukman Ahmad, will be on
display in the Margaret W. and
Joseph L. Fisher Art Gallery, 3001 N.
Beauregard St. through Sunday, April
28. Visit www.nvcc.edu/alexandria/
schlesingercenter/gallery.html.

Art Exhibit. Through Sunday, April 28
see “Turn on Your Masters” at Del
Ray Artisans Gallery, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. The artists pay homage
to, praise, critique or dish the artists
who have influenced them. Free. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org for more.

Art Exhibit. Through Sunday, April 28
see “Trash Talk” at Target Gallery in
the Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union
St. The exhibit focuses on everyday
common objects that are reclaimed,
recycled and transformed into art.
Free. Visit www.torpedofactory.org/
target for more.

Tavern Toddlers. Mondays,
10:30 a.m.-noon. Mondays
through the end of April.
Designed for walkers
through 36 months and their
caregivers. Tavern Toddlers
features a weekly open
playtime in Gadsby’s historic
ballroom. Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum is located at 134
North Royal St. Call 703-
746-4242 or visit
www.gadsbystavern.org.

Art Exhibit. See Multiple
Exposures Gallery “Dual
Show” by Eric Johnson and
Susan Meyers through
Sunday, May 5. Located in
the Torpedo Factory, 105 N.
Union St. Free. Visit
www.multipleexposuresgallery.com

or 703-683-2205.
Art Exhibit. Through Monday, May 6,

10 a.m.-6 p.m. at the the Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St.
Studio 21. Linda Lawler presents
“Everyday Gods and Goddesses.”
Free. Call 703-683-1780 or visit
www.theartleague.org.

Art Exhibit. Through May 11. Local
artist Nicholaus Aman attempts to
express the compelling nature of the
Pacific coast through his solo
exhibition, “Pacific Pulse,” at
Alexandria’s Artspace 109 Gallery,
109 N. Fairfax St. The gallery hours
are: Tuesday through Friday noon-5
p.m., Saturdays 11 a.m.-5 p.m., and
Sundays noon-5 p.m.

Art Exhibit. Through Sunday, May 26,
Thursday, Friday and Sunday noon-4
p.m.; Saturday 1-4 p.m. at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. See works
by Mary Margaret Pipkin. Free. Visit
www.mmpipkin.com.

Walking Tour. Saturdays in May, 9
a.m., take a three-hour walking tour
of Lee-Fendall House, Gadsby’s
Tavern museum, Stabler-Leadbeater
Apothecary Museum and Carlyle
House. Meets at Lee-Fendall House,
614 Oronoco St., and ends at Carlyle
House, 121 N. Fairfax St. $25/
person; $20/volunteers and friends
group members of the four sites.
Tickets at www.historical
alexandria.org or 703-746-4242.

Art Exhibit. Through Tuesday, June
25, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. at River Farm
Gardens, East Blvd. Come see
“Elegance of Spring.”

Distillery Open. George Washington’s
Distillery and Gristmill open through
Oct. 1. $17/adult, $8/child, 5 and
under are free.

Occupied City: Life in Civil War
Alexandria Exhibition. At The
Lyceum, Alexandria’s History

Museum, 201 South Washington
Street. Open daily through
September, this exhibit traces life in
Alexandria following Virginia’s
decision to secede from the Union in
May 1861. The Lyceum is open
Monday through Saturday, from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, from 1-5
p.m. Suggested admission is $2. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org or call
703-746-4994.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions to
hone your figure drawing skills. Just
drop-in with your supplies to draw
our live models. Fee: $8-12. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

THURSDAY/APRIL 18
Music. Joe Pug will play at Birchmere

Music Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Hall.
Visit www.birchmere.com or 703-
549-7500 for tickets.

Lecture. 7:30 p.m. at the Lyceum, 201
S. Washington St. Guy Gugliotta, an
award winning reporter and writer
will speak on his recent book
“Freedom’s Cap.” This is the story of
the 1850’s expansion of the U.S.
Capitol, the coming of the Civil War
and the amazing and ironic role
Jefferson Davis played in pursuing
this project. Free.

Mother Goose Time. 10 a.m. at
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children ages
12-24 months can enjoy stories,
activities and more. Free. 703-746-
1705.

Story Time. 10:30 a.m. or 3 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 3-5 can enjoy stories,
activities and more. Free.
Registration required, 703-746-1702
ext. 5.

Story Time. 11 a.m. at Duncan Library,

2501 Commonwealth Ave. Children
ages 3-5 can enjoy stories and more.
Free. 703-746-1705.

Little One-Ders. 11:15 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
12-23 months can enjoy stories and
more. Registration required, 703-
746-1702 ext. 5.

Friends of Beatley Library Preview
Book Sale. 4 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Membership
available at the door. 703-746-1702.

Story Time. 4 p.m. at Barrett Branch
Library, 717 Queen St. Children ages
3 and up can enjoy stories and more.
Free. 703-746-1703.

Paws to Read. 5:30 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children in
grades 1-6 can read to friendly dogs.
Registration required, 703-746-1702
x5.

Book Club. 7 p.m. at Beatley Library,
5005 Duke St. Free. Call 703-746-
1743 for title.

Pajama Party. 7 p.m. at Burke Branch
Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Children ages 3-6 can come dressed
in their favorite outfit/pajamas and
listen to stories. Free. 703-746-1704.

Lecture. 7:30 p.m. at the Lyceum, 201
South Washington St. Guy Gugliotta
will speak on his recent book
“Freedom’s Cap.” Free. Visit http://
www.alexandriahistorical.org/.

Lecture. 10 a.m. at the Hollin Hall
Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah Rd.
Model Railroad Club presents a
program on the history of the
railroad depot in the United States.
Free. Call 703-765-4573.

FRIDAY/APRIL 19
Spring Garden Market. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

at River Farm. Browse through a
variety of plants including natives,
annuals, shrubs, vegetables and

more, garden supplies and garden
art. $5 parking fee. 703-768-5700 or
e-mail plantsale@ahs.org.

Music Performance. Fusebox
performs at Old Town Theater, 815
Ω King St. Visit
www.oldtowntheater1914.com/ for
more.

Spring into Books. 4-8:30 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Browse through books in a variety of
genres, including children’s, fiction,
non-fiction and more. 703-746-1702.

Theater Performance. 7 p.m. in the
main auditorium of T.C. Williams
High School, 3330 King St. The T.C.
Williams Drama Department presents
“The Wiz,” a musical retelling of The
Wizard of Oz set against an urban
background to music with a mixture
of rock, gospel and soul. Tickets are
$10 for Adults and $5 for ACPS staff,
students and senior citizens.

Choral Concert. 7:30 p.m. St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, 228 S. Pitt St.
Watch the choral voices of Calmus
before their Lincoln Center debut,
featuring a free wine and beer
reception following the concert.
Tickets are $22-25; can also be
purchased at the door. To purchase,
call 703-683-6040.

Jelly Bean Math. 4 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children in
grades K-3 can read a story and
explore math concepts using jelly
beans. Free. 703-746-1702.

Theater Performance. 8 p.m. at Port
City Playhouse, 1819 N. Quaker Ln.
Port City Playhouse, Alexandria’s
award-winning theatre company, is
pleased to conclude its 2012-13
season with “Six Degrees of
Separation” by John Guare. General
admission tickets are $18 for adults,
$16 for seniors, military and
students, and $14 for groups of 10 or

more.
Dance. 7:30-9:30 p.m. at the
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Rd. Community
Dance with the Mount Vernon
Swing Band. $4. Call 703-765-
4573.
Theater Performance. 7 p.m.
at George Washington
auditorium, 1005 Mount Vernon
Ave. Watch as George
Washington students bring to
life a Caribbean version of “The
Little Mermaid.” $5/person and
available 45 minutes before each
performance.

APRIL 19 THROUGH JUNE 16

Entertainment

Native Plant Sale
Native plant sale hosts a record 16 vendors from four

states selling native perennials, shrubs, and trees for sun
or shade in historic Parkfairfax. Saturday, April 27 from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 3601 Valley Dr. Call 571-232-0375 or
visit www.ParkfairfaxNativePlantSale.org.
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Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations

Open 7 days a week
Bradlee Belle View

3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Fresh Shad Roe

Spring Specials
   Dover Sole  • Bouillabaisse
      Frog Legs  • Beef Wellington
           Coq au vin • Cassoulet
               Chef Specials • Venison

Old Town

Old Town’s most authentic Country
French restaurant since 1983

Anne Hills
Focus Music presents folk singer/songwriter Anne Hills, with special guest Jesse

Palidofsky, Sunday, April 21, 7 p.m. at Church of the Resurrection, 2280 N.
Beauregard St., Alexandria. Tickets are $18 general, $15 in advance at
FocusMusic.org. Info: 703-380-3151 or herb@focusmusic.org. Focus Alexandria,
a volunteer-run local nonprofit, presents monthly folk and acoustic music shows,
usually on the third Sunday night of the month. Next, on May 19, is singer/ hu-
morist Don White.
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See Calendar,  Page 22

From Page 20

Student Design Competition. Come
see Woodlawn transformed from a
historic house museum into a
comfortable and stylish home for
21st century living. $20. Call 703-
780-4000.

SATURDAY/APRIL 20
Garden Markets. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at

Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Local growers have
shrubs, native plants and
wildflowers, ornamental grasses and
unusual perennials and annuals for
purchase. Call 703-642-5173.

Native Plants for the Spring
Garden. 9:30-10:30 a.m. at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Stroll through the gardens at
Green Spring with curatorial
horticulturalist Brenda Skarphol and
discover beautiful native plants with
spring interest for both shady and
sunny sites. $18. Visit
www.greenspring.org or call 703-
642-5173.

Math for Gardeners. 10-11:30 a.m.
at Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Green Spring Gardens’
manager Mary Olien takes the pain
out of garden calculations by sharing
her garden math secrets. Bring
calculator, tape measure and ruler.
$18. Visit www.greenspring.org or
call 703-642-5173.

Gettysburg Tour. Tour starts at 8 a.m.
Learn about the battle of Gettysburg
and visit the historical sites. Start the
day with coffee and donuts at the
Franconia Museum, 6121 Franconia
Road. $100 per person. Includes Bus
Ride, Buffet Lunch (including
gratuity) and a Snack Card to spend
on the way home, as well as all
entrance fees. Contact Don Hakenson

at 703-971-4984 or
dhakenson@cox.net, Carl Sell at 703-
971-4716 or sellcarl@aol.com, or
Ben Trittipoe at 703-530-0829 or
btrittipoe@verizon.net.

Spring Garden Market. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
at River Farm. Browse through a
variety of plants including natives,
annuals, shrubs, vegetables and
more, garden supplies and garden
art. $5 parking fee. 703-768-5700 or
e-mail plantsale@ahs.org.

Annual City-wide Cheerleading
Competition. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at
T.C. Williams High School.
Admission fees apply.

80th Annual Historic Garden Tour
of Alexandria. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. This
Alexandria tradition offers the rare
opportunity to be invited into some
of Old Town’s finest private homes
and gardens. Many of the area’s
historic sites offer special activities,
including Carlyle House’s annual
herb sale. Visit
www.vagardenweek.org or
www.visitalexandriava.com.

Spring into Books. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
at Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Browse through books in a variety of
genres, including children’s, fiction,
non-fiction and more. 703-746-1702.

Theater Performance. 7 p.m. in the
main auditorium of T.C. Williams
High School, 3330 King St. The T.C.
Williams Drama Department presents
“The Wiz”, a musical retelling of The
Wizard of Oz set against an urban
background to music with a mixture
of rock, gospel and soul. Tickets are
$10 for Adults and $5 for ACPS staff,
students and senior citizens.

Raptor Rapture. 10 a.m.-noon Belle
Haven picnic area. Celebrate Earth
Day and learn about birds of prey.
Free. Visit www.fodm.org or call 703-
289-2500.

Saturday Stories. 11 a.m. at Beatley

Entertainment

Library, 5005 Duke St. All ages can
enjoy stories and songs. Free. 703-
746-1702.

Antique Books Roadshow. Noon at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. Rare
book expert Allan Stypek from
Second Story Books will help
determine the value of prized
volumes. Free. 703-746-1702.

Pet Portrait Day. 1 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Reserve a
portrait session for your pet. Make
reservations at the Information Desk.
$10 sitting fee required at sign-up
and will benefit the library. Visit
www.lilpalsva.com for more.

Alexandria Earth Day 2013. 10
a.m.-2 p.m. at Ben Brenman Park,
4800 Brenman Park Drive. Browse
exhibits, watch demonstrations,
children can take part in activities
and more. Free. Visit http://
alexearthday.org for more.

Concert. 7:30 p.m. at St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church, 8009 Fort Hunt
Rd. Come see the Virginia Bronze
handbell ensemble in concert. $20/
$15 seniors/$10 students and
teachers. Call 703-765-4342.

Theater Performance. 8 p.m. at Port
City Playhouse, 1819 N. Quaker
Lane. Port City Playhouse,
Alexandria’s award-winning theatre
company, is pleased to conclude its
2012-13 season with “Six Degrees of
Separation” by John Guare. General
admission tickets are $18 for adults,
$16 for seniors, military and
students, and $14 for groups of 10 or
more.

Benefit. 3-6 p.m. at Bugsy’s Pizza
Restaurant and Sport Bar, 111 King
St. Enjoy a silent auction and more.
Proceeds benefit the St. Baldrick’s
Foundation, a volunteer-driven
charity dedication to raising money
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From Page 21

for childhood cancer research. Free.
Theater Performance. 7 p.m. at

George Washington auditorium,
1005 Mount Vernon Ave. Watch as
George Washington students bring to
life a Caribbean version of “The Little
Mermaid.” $5/person and available
45 minutes before each performance.

Performance. 8 p.m. at Rachel M.
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, 3001 N. Beauregard St. The
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra
performs with Elizabeth Pitcairn.
$40/adult; $35/senior; $15/student;
$5/youth. Purchase online at
www.alexsym.org or 703-548-0885.

Snapshot Day. Tweet comments and
photos about appreciation for
Alexandria libraries to
@alexlibraryva or visit Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St., and speak to
staff about what the library means to
you.

SUNDAY/APRIL 21
5k Walk. 4:30 p.m. at Fairfax Corner.

Enjoy a resource fair, live music and
more. Hosted by the Victims Services
Section of the Fairfax County Police
Department and the Fairfax County
Law Enforcement Foundation.
Register at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
survey/crimevictimsrights.htm.

Spring into Books. 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
at Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Browse through books in a variety of
genres, including children’s, fiction,
non-fiction and more. 703-746-1702.

Concert. 3 p.m. at the George
Washington Masonic Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive. David Teie conducts
the Eclipse Chamber Orchestra in a
performance of Mozart’s Posthorn
Serenade. In addition, Joel Fuller and
Mahoko Eguchi perform Mozart’s
Sinfonia Concertante. $25/general
admission, $20/seniors, students are
free. Call 703-635-2770 or visit
eclipseco.org.

Open House. Noon-6 p.m. Ten
Thousand Villages, 915 King St.
Brides- and grooms-to-be can learn
how to make their wedding
everything they dreamed, in a local,
eco-friendly and fair trade way, at
the Fair Trade Wedding Open House.
Free. Call 703-684-1435.

Concert. 7 p.m. Church of the
Resurrection, 2280 N. Beauregard St.
Singer Anne Hills performs with
special guest Jesse Palidofsky. Tickets
are $18 general, $15 in advance at
FocusMusic.org. For more
information, call 703-380-3151 or go
to herb@focusmusic.org.

Performance. 3 p.m. at Rachel M.
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, 3001 N. Beauregard St. The
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra
performs with Elizabeth Pitcairn.
$40/adult; $35/senior; $15/student;
$5/youth. Purchase online at
www.alexsym.org or 703-548-0885.

SUNDAY-MONDAY/APRIL 21-22
Gardening Sale. Spring blooms are in

the air at The Attic, 125 S. Union St.
Stop by for truckloads of plants and
spring bulbs to get you in the green
thumb mood. There will also be an
Earth Day book signing, pick-a-flower
prize discounts at checkout and
flower craft making for kids. Visit
www.christmasattic.com.

MONDAY/APRIL 22
Music. Leo Kottke performs at 7:30 in

the Music Hall at the Birchmere,
3701 Mount Vernon Ave. $35. Visit
www.birchmere.com or 703-549-
7500.

German Story Time. 10 a.m. at
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children up to
age 5 can enjoy stories in Spanish.
Free. 703-46-1705.

Little One-Ders. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley

Calendar
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Retiring after 35 years serving the
Alexandria & Washington Metro Area
with honesty and integrity.

TAKE AN EXTRA - READER APPRECIATION
Alexandria Gazette
Mt. Vernon Gazette

Connection Newspapers15% OFF

53-72% Off

MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR INVENTORY
OF EXCLUSIVE HANDMADE RUGS

SOLD AT A FRACTION OF TRUE VALUE!

EVERYTHING
MUST GO!

WE WON’T BE
UNDERSOLD!

Only a Few Weeks Left

Further Price Reductions

Extra

5% Discount
for Mon.-Fri.

Shoppers

The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

To honor Mom on Mother’s Day, send us your
favorite snapshots of you with your Mom and The
Alexandria Gazette Packet will publish them in our
Mother’s Day issue. Be sure to include some infor-
mation about what’s going on in the photo, plus
your name and phone number and town of resi-
dence. To e-mail digital photos, send to:

gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:
The Alexandria Gazette Packet,

“Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,”
1606 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314

Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a
stamped, self-addressed envelope, but please don’t
send us anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”

www.TheDelRayArtisans.org

A variety of original artwork from over 25 artists
will be displayed for sale including, but not
limited to, painting, photography, pottery,
jewelry and glasswork.

Every First Saturday 10-4 p.m
May through September

Musical Performances are from 12-2 p.m.

Made possible with support from the City of
Alexandria, Alexandria Commission for the Arts,
Virginia Commission for the Arts, and National
Endowment for the Arts.

The market will be held in Nicholas A.
Colasanto park, 2704 Mount Vernon Avenue

     adjoining the Del Ray Artisans Gallery

Green Fits Menthol
The Friends of Torpedo Factory Art Center present Jane

Franklin Dance on May 2, 7:30 p.m. at Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N Union St. The event begins in the brick area
behind the Factory leading from King Street to the boardwalk,
then continues inside on the ground floor level. Outdoors, the
company performs “Take A Deep Breath” with music by local
composer William Wytold Lebing. Inside, “Vivid Sense of
Place,” music by Steven Rogers, features six dancers in a work
inspired by the distant landscapes of painter Freya Grand. In
“Green Fits Menthol” solo dances confined to colored strips
the length of the ground floor level, test associations and at-
tractions within a specific color. Admission is free, donation
is suggested. Call 703-933-1111
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See Calendar,  Page 24

From Page 22

Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
12-23 months can enjoy stories and
more. Registration required, 703-
746-1702 ext. 5.

Baby Time. 11 a.m. at Duncan Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave. Children
up to 11 months can hear stories and
more. Sign up half-hour before it
begins. Free. 703-746-1705.

Baby Rhyme Time. 11:30 a.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children up to 11 months can enjoy
rhymes and more. Free. Registration
required, 703-746-1702 ext. 5.

Animal Shelter Visit. 3:30 p.m. at
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children in ages
K-5 can learn about animals, their
habits, care and training. Animals
usually come along for a visit. 703-
746-1705.

Read, Sing & Play Baby. 4 p.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children up to 11 months can
enjoy stories and more. Free. 703-
746-1703.

TUESDAY/APRIL 23
Craft Night Social. 5-9 p.m. at Del

Ray Artisans. Bring unfinished
projects that are in progress and be
social with other creative individuals.
$8 DRA members / $10 non-
members. Register:
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/craft.

Music Performance. The Milk Carton
Kids will perform at Birchmere Music
Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Hall. Visit
www.birchmere.com or 703-549-
7500 for tickets.

Stories and Songs. 10 a.m. at Duncan
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Children ages 1-4 can enjoy stories
and more. Sign up half-hour before.
Free. 703-746-1705.

Mother Goose Time. 10:15 a.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children ages 12-24 months can
enjoy stories, activities and more.
Limited to 25 children. Free. 703-
746-1703.

Time For 2s. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children age
24-36 months can enjoy stories and
more. Free. Registration required,
703-746-1702 ext. 5.

Stories to Grow On. 11 a.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children ages 2 and up can enjoy
stories and more. Free. 703-746-
1703.

Tuesday Tots. 11 a.m. at Burke
Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Children ages 2-3 can enjoy stories
and more. Free. 703-746-1704.

Baby Rhyme Time. 11:30 a.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children up to 11 months can enjoy
rhymes and more. Free. Registration
required, 703-746-1702 ext. 5.

Matinee Series. 4 p.m. at Burke
Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Watch a hit film. Free. 703-746-

1704.
Paws to Read.

5:30 p.m. at
Duncan
Library, 2501
Commonwealth
Ave. Children
in grades 1-6
can read to
friendly dogs.
Registration
required, 703-
746-1705.

Game Night. 7
p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005
Duke St.
Children ages
8-12 can play
with their
friends. Free.
703-746-1702.

APRIL 23 THROUGH MAY 19
Art Exhibit. See

“Ode to
Hundertwasser”
at Potomac
Fiber Arts
Gallery in
Studio 18 at
Torpedo
Factory Art
Center, 105 N.
Union St. See
works from
local artists
inspired by
paintings by
Austrian
painter
Hundertwasser.
Free. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org
for more.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 24
Mother Goose Time. 10:15 a.m. at

Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children ages 12-24 months can
enjoy games, rhymes and more. Free.
703-746-1703.

Time For 2s. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children age
24-36 months can enjoy stories and
more. Free. Registration required,
703-746-1702 ext. 5.

Stories to Grow On. 11 a.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children age 2 and up can enjoy
stories and more. Free. 703-746-
1703.

Baby Rhyme Time. 11:30 a.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children up to 11 months can enjoy
rhymes and more. Free. Registration
required, 703-746-1702 ext. 5.

Spanish Story Time. 1 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. All
abilities and all levels can join in for
stories. Free. 703-746-1702.

Author Series. 7 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 1015 N. Quincy St. Free.
Local author and historian George

Gawalt will discuss his book “George
Mason and George Washington: The
Power Principle.” 703-746-1743.

Lego Family Night. 7 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. The whole
family can enjoy an evening of
creative play. Free. 703-746-1702.

APRIL 24 THROUGH MAY 10
Chance to Win. Visit nvfaa.org for

information on how you can enter a
drawing to win a four-hour Friday or
Sunday rental of the Athenaeum, a
$1,000 to $1,400 value.

THURSDAY/APR. 25
Art Focus Group. 7:30-9 p.m. Making

Mosaics - The Math and Art of
Mosaic Making. Classes are $25 each
or $200 for the 10 class series. A
school or group of teachers can share
the registration for the full series. At
2804 Sherwood Hall Ln. Call 703-

Entertainment
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Licensed • Bonded • Insured • References Provided with Pride
Ofc: 703.684.5215   Cell: 703.403.2994

finishcarpentry1@verizon.net

Phillip Norris – 30 Years of Finish Carpentry
& Trim Work Expertise

Hi Neighbor – Market’s Up and Spring is Here!
“According to a recent national poll,
53% said they believe now is a good
time to begin improving the look and
feel of their homes.” –Houzz & Home 2013

My family and I have lived and
worked in your community for over
30 years. My carpentry work is
meticulous and I take great pride in

completing your projects on time and on budget – just ask my clients.
Let me give you a free quote on those projects you’ve been dreaming about.

From Page 23

201-1250.
Garden Stroll and Tea. 1-3 p.m. at

Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Tour some of the
glorious demonstration gardens with
a master gardener docent who tell
stories of Green Spring past and
present. Afterwards, enjoy a
traditional English afternoon tea
served in our 1784 historic house.
$28. Call 703-914-7987 to register.

Mother Goose Time. 10 a.m. at
Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children ages
12-24 months can enjoy stories,
activities and more. Limited to 25
children. Free. 703-746-1705.

Story Time. 10:30 a.m. or 3 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 3-5 can enjoy stories,
activities and more. Free.
Registration required, 703-746-1702
ext. 5.

Story Time. 11 a.m. at Duncan Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave. Children
ages 3-5 can enjoy stories and more.
Free. 703-746-1705.

Little One-Ders. 11:15 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
12-23 months can enjoy stories and
more. Registration required, 703-
746-1702 ext. 5.

Story Time. 4 p.m. at Barrett Branch
Library, 717 Queen St. Children ages
3 and up can enjoy stories and more.
Free. 703-746-1703.

Blockbuster Thursday. 6:30 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. Watch
a movie. Free. Call 703-746-1702 or
visit www.alexandria.lib.va.us.

World Short Story Discussion. 7
p.m. at Beatley Library, 1015 N.
Quincy St. Free. Call for title. 703-
746-1779.

Pajama Party.7 p.m. at Burke Branch
Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Children age 3-6 can come dressed in
their favorite outfit/pajamas and
listen to stories. Free. 703-746-1704.

Poetry Reading. 6:30 p.m. at the
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. The
culminating event in Alexandria’s
National Poetry Month activities,
Mapping Alexandria in Poems and
Pictures features readings of poems
about Alexandria with Poet Laureate
Amy Young. Free.

APRIL 25 THROUGH JUNE 2
Theater Performance. MetroStage,

1201 N. Royal St., presents “Ghost-
Writer.” Performances are Thursday
and Friday at 8 p.m.; Saturday at 5
p.m. and 8 p.m. and Sunday at 3
p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets are $45-$55;
$25/student. Visit
www.metrostage.org or 703-548-
9044 for tickets.

FRIDAY/APR. 26
Junior Brown. $25. The Birchmere

Music Hall is located at 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Call 703-549-7500 or

visit www.birchmere.com.
Basic Gardening: Easy Makeover

Tips. 1:30-2:30 p.m. at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
This ‘Do-over’ class will help
determine your needs to create a
garden that matches personal style.
$10. Visit www.greenspring.org or
call 703-642-5173 to register.

Ballet Performance. 6:30 p.m. Come
see the Virginia Ballet Company’s
working stage rehearsal of the Don
Quixote ballet at the Ernst
Community Cultural Center Theater,
8333 Little River Turnpike. Tickets
are $10 plus a $2 fee per each ticket.
Visit www.virginiaballetcompany.org
or call 703-249-8227.

Theater Performance. 8 p.m. at Port
City Playhouse, 1819 N. Quaker
Lane. Port City Playhouse,
Alexandria’s award-winning theatre
company, is pleased to conclude its
2012-13 season with “Six Degrees of
Separation” by John Guare. General
admission tickets are $18 for adults,
$16 for seniors, military and
students, and $14 for groups of 10 or
more.

Poetry Performance. 7 p.m. at the
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Shelly
Bell performs slam poetry. Free.

Theater Performance. 7 p.m. at The
Mount Vernon Theater. Watch “The
Wiz.” $12/adult; $10/student,
senior. Reservations can be made at
703-619-3259.

SATURDAY/APRIL 27
Colonial Fun Day. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at

Plymouth Haven Baptist Church,
8600 Plymouth Church. Enjoy a pie
baking contest, games, food, pony
rides, raffle and more. Proceeds
benefit the preschool. Free. 703-360-
4370.

Workshop: Container Garden for
Shade. 9:30-11 a.m. at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
Add beautiful color and texture to a
shady garden, patio or porch with a
container that thrives in the shade.
$35 per person plus $25 for supplies.
Call 703-642-5173 to register and
pay fee.

Ballet Performance. Performances at
2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Come see the
Virginia Ballet Company perform the
full-length Don Quixote Ballet at the
Ernst Community Cultural Center
Theater, 8333 Little River Turnpike.
Adults/$30; children, students and
seniors/$20; plus a $3 fee per each
ticket. Visit www.virginiaballet
company.org or call 703-249-8227.

Community-wide Yard Sale. 8 a.m.-
2 p.m. in the Mount Zephyr
community of Mount Vernon (from
Richmond Highway/Route 1 turn on
Mohawk Lane at the traffic light at
the South County Government
Center, then turn right — at the
second street — on to Richmond
Avenue). Free. E-mail Ron Walker at
pres.otterdad@hotmail.com or call
703-360-0651.

Entertainment
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Shoes for Those in Need
Over the past several months The Little Gym of
Alexandria at Van Dorn and Soles4Souls collected
more than 8,250 shoes to donate to children in need.
The Little Gym franchise owner Chad Mussmon, his
family and local community members, packaged,
box-up and loaded the truck with the donated shoes.
He then delivered the truck filled with shoes to New
Jersey, where Soles4Souls leaders were waiting to
collect the shoes and distribute the donated shoes
across the world to people in need.

P
h
o

t
o

 
C

o
n

t
r
i
b
u
t
e
d

Alexandria’s Commonwealth Republican Women’s Club turned out for the city’s
Women’s Commission’s 33rd annual awards banquet March 18. CRWC member Becky
Davies’ work with the Girl Scouts was recognized with the “Making a Difference”
award. Davies joins CRWC members previously recognized for their public service by
the Commission for Women: Jane Ring, Julie Lineberry, Becky Davies, Sharon Annear,
Fran Redmon, Sandy Calhoun and Alicia Hughes. Above, in photo with former Virginia
Gov. Jim Gilmore, are (seated, from left) Davies’ daughter Emily Davies Springer,
Loree Gunn, Becky Davies and Marie Patti, and (standing, from left) Gail Ledwig, Shari
Bolouri, Sarah Shellock and Peg Hoffend. The Commonwealth Republican Women’s
Club invites residents to join. Visit www.alexandriacrwc.org.
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‘Making A Difference’ Award

People

Sharing in Family Day
At Police Headquarters

Zachary Grossman joins friends inside the
SWAT armored vehicle at police headquarters.

Alexandria Police Sergeant Jim Craige shows
Liam how to work the remote control.

Sergeant Jim Craige watches as Maddie and her
mother Kay Lynne operate the remote control
for a mobile surveillance device.

Alexandria Police Chief Earl Cook talks to the guests at
the family day event.

Maddie takes a turn with the remote
control for a mobile surveillance device. Alexandria Police Motorman J.E. Rumph

helps Matthew with the riders helmet.
Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet
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S
.T.O.M.P. (Sisters Touching Others
thru Mentoring and Prayer) hosted
its first awards banquet on March

24, at the Hampton Inn, Alexandria. The
event’s theme was: “Celebrating African
American Women: Honoring Our Elders”
and was planned in celebration of
Women’s History Month and specifically
designed to highlight the contributions
of African American women to their com-
munity.

Dr. Virginia M. Manning and Madam
Marci Walker were selected as recipients
of the “Nyansapo Award” for their con-
tributions in encouraging, mentoring and
developing positive self-esteem in Afri-
can American women and girls.

Manning is a spiritual/inspirational
writer, professor at Maple Springs Bible
College and encourager of women who
have experienced emotional trauma.

Walker is co-owner of Madam Walker’s
Braidery and School in Temple Hills, Md.

Walker is committed to doing her part to
bring awareness to domestic violence as
well as, mentoring and teaching in the natu-
ral hair industry.

Kumea Shorter-Gooden, Ph.D., chief di-
versity officer and associate vice president
at the University of Maryland, College Park
and co-author of “Shifting: The Double Lives

of Black Women in America” delivered
the keynote address. Shorter-Gooden
told the audience that three essential
qualities are needed to make a difference
in the world: roots to keep grounded,
wings to explore new horizons and navi-
gate to new places, and voice to speak
up about issues that affect marginalized
and neglected people and communities.
Platinum, a local comedienne, was the
mistress of ceremony for the evening. At-
tendees were treated to a jazz perfor-
mance by Louis Nicholson. The finale
was a natural hair show produced by
Shanti Walker.

Gloria Rease, the event host and
founder of S.T.O.M.P., said that she is
hopeful that they were making history
that evening. Rease’s vision is to have
March 24 – 31 set aside as African Ameri-
can Women’s History Week where accom-
plishments of women of African descent
are recognized and applauded.

Banquet Celebrates African American Women
From left:
Gloria Rease,
S.T.O.M.P.
founder and
event host; Dr.
Virginia M.
Manning,
award recipi-
ent, and
Madam Marci
Walker, award
recipient.

Photo

Contributed

People

A
t the 10th Annual
ARTStravaganza on March 21,
St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes Lower
School students experienced a

day devoted to the visual and performing
arts.

Twenty-one professional artists joined
SSSAS teachers and Upper and Middle
School students in sharing their passion
and knowledge with students in junior
kindergarten through fifth grade. The
students spent the day attending an array
of workshops which gave them hands-on
opportunities to learn about percussion

instruments, watercolor, modern and hip
hop dance, illustration, printmaking,
storytelling, iconography, and much more.
Artists, dancers, and musicians came from
as far away as New York City to partici-
pate.

In addition to hands-on demonstrations
and activities, students also had a chance
to talk with the artists about their lives,
learning how they discovered their
passions, the paths they took to become
professionals, and about the dedication
that goes along with mastering their
crafts.

SSSAS Students Inspired by ARTStravaganza

SSSAS junior
Anii Chams-
Eddine guides
a Lower School
student on
playing the
violin.

Neal Bailey Harper leads SSSAS junior kindergarten students in a ses-
sion on musical exploration.

Esperonto Bean leads SSSAS second grade students in a session on hip
hop dancing.
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New Deputies
Six new deputies have joined the Alexandria Sheriff’s Office. On March 15, the re-
cruits received their stars and credentials and then were sworn in at the Alexandria
Courthouse by Clerk of the Circuit Court Edward Semonian. The new deputies will
complete several weeks of training at the William G. Truesdale Adult Detention Center
before attending the Northern Virginia Criminal Justice Training Academy later this
year. Above, Semonian (far right) administers the oath office to (from left) Dorian
Shelley, Jeffrey Halaut, Jr., Marko Nikolic, Andrew S. Brunsting, John R. Kayajanian,
Jr., and Timothy Wauhop.
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Two seniors at Bishop Ireton
High School were named finalists
in the National Merit and National
Achievement Scholarship Pro-
grams. Anna Rapp has been
named a finalist in the National
Merit Scholarship program. Anna
will attend the U.S. Military Acad-
emy in the fall. According to the
National Merit Scholarship Corpo-
ration, the nationwide pool of fi-
nalists represents less than one
percent of U.S. high school seniors.
Anna will receive a $2,500 schol-
arship underwritten by the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Corpora-
tion.

Tamra Nebabu has been named
a National Achievement Scholar.
Tamra will attend Massachusetts
Institute of Technology in the fall.

Tamra is among approximately
800 outstanding black American
high school seniors nationwide
who have won Achievement
Scholarship awards of $2,500.

Rapp Nebabu

Two Merit Finalists at Bishop Ireton

Cherry Blossom 10 Mile Run
On Sunday, April 7, CommonWealth One Federal Credit
Union, headquartered in Alexandria, was an event spon-
sor for the seventh consecutive year for the 41st Credit
Union Cherry Blossom 10 Mile Run. Above: Bettina Flory,
Larry Flory – VP, Information Technology, and Charlotte
Cash – President/CEO, pause among the hustle of the 10-
mile runner bag check. This year’s event raised over
$483,000 for the Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals.
For more information, visit www.childrensmiracle
networkhospitals.org. For more information on
CommonWealth One, visit www.cofcu.org.
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With Rugby’s Support
Alexandria Rugby, Inc. raised over $2,000 for the Center
for Alexandria’s Children at Daniel O’Connell’s Restau-
rant on March 16.  The fundraiser was held during the
live broadcast of the RBS 6-Nations Rugby Champion-
ships, an annual draw for the local rugby community.
U.S. Rep. Jim Moran, a former college rugby player, led
the afternoon raffle and enticed the standing room only
crowd to give to the Center for Alexandria’s Children.
Above are Alexandria Rugby Board member Owen
Malone, Alexandria DCHS Director of Children and
Families Deborah Warren, Moran and Alexandria Rugby
Youth Director Fred Wixson.
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People

S
heriff Dana Lawhorne and his staff hosted
a ceremony March 21  to honor the educa-
tional accomplishments of 14 inmates at the

William G. Truesdale Adult Detention Center.
Guest speaker Pastor Louis Whiting of My Father’s
House Christian Ministries addressed the gradu-
ates, inmates and staff, and shared his thoughts
on faith and conflict.

Lawhorne also recognized Chief Deputy Tony
Di Cesare, chief of the Inmate and Support Ser-
vices Bureau, who is retiring after 30 years of
dedicated service.

Education coordinator Krista Sofonia then pre-
sented six inmates with Certificates of Achieve-
ment for passing their General Educational De-
velopment examinations. Nadia Ahmed,
Billclinton Bonanjah, David Flowers, Jalen Ford,
Jonathan Fuentes and one inmate who did not
want his identity published wore caps and gowns
and were cheered by family members attending
the ceremony. Another inmate who was released
before the ceremony also passed his GED exam.
Sofonia acknowledged the work of GED volun-
teers, including Mellisha Bedminster, a graduate
student at Marymount University who is currently
doing an internship at the Detention Center.

Seven other inmates donned chef’s hats as they
were recognized for earning their ServSafe Food
Protection Manager Certification, a locally and
nationally recognized certification which will

make them more competitive candidates for res-
taurant and food service employment opportuni-
ties. The eight-hour program, administered by
ORS Interactive of Falls Church, covered food
safety regulations and concepts, including time
and temperature control, preventing cross-con-
tamination, cleaning and sanitizing, safe food
preparation, receiving and storing food, and meth-
ods of thawing, cooking, cooling and reheating
food. Officials from ORS joined Lawhorne in con-
gratulating Matthew Booker, Michael Gibson,
Walter Gomez, Eric Parks, Fernando Payne, and
two other inmates who did not want their identi-
ties published.

Sheriff Dana Lawhorne, Pastor Louis Whiting, and Joseph Weeks of ORS Interac-
tive congratulate Matthew Booker on receiving his ServSafe certification.

Education coordinator Krista Sofonia
and intern Mellisha Bedminster
attend a graduation ceremony for
their students.

Inmates Earn GEDs, Certifications
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

✿✿✿✿✿✿✿✿✿
TN

HOUSECLEANING
20 yrs Experience

Great rates
Excellent refs

Theresa
703-980-3113

theresajnavarro@hotmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete

FREE ESTIMATE

LIC. INS AND BONDED

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns

Leaks Repaired
No job too small

ROOFING ROOFING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  -  Free estimates
703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup
Tree removal, topping, & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf removal,
sodding, hauling, gutter cleaning, retaining

walls, drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

Junk Removal,
   Tree Work, Roofing

ANGEL’S
LAWN SERVICE

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.
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EmploymentEmployment

Great Job Opportunity!
The high volume Mount Vernon Inn Restaurant
(George Washington’s Mount Vernon) is seeking
Wait staff: Food Servers & Host/ess staff.
Free meals, uniforms, parking, and flexible
scheduling. Email: MVImail@MountVernon.org

Director of Nursing
Paul Spring Retirement Community is

seeking candidates for the position of
Director of Nursing. We are looking for an
individual who enjoys responsibility and
possesses strong management and commu-
nication skills to oversee and manage the
nursing department.

Minimum Qualifications:
• Current Virginia license as a Licensed

Practical Nurse or Registered Nurse.
• Minimum of two years nursing experience,

preferably in a long-term care setting.
• Basic computer skills, including e-mail

and Word.
• Ability to be on call during nights, week-

ends, and emergencies.
• Must be compassionate, caring and enjoy

working with seniors and their families.
If you enjoy managing people, team build-

ing, and making a difference in the lives of
your staff and residents, we would love to talk
with you about this position. Experience in
long-term care and management is preferred.

This full-time position offers a competitive
salary along with a complete benefit package
including health, dental, and life insurance,
paid time off, and 401k plan. For considera-
tion, please complete our online application at
WWW.RUI.NET and submit with resume and
salary requirements. Paul Spring Retirement
Community is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Advertising Sales
Work part-time in and near

your home office
Enjoy commissions and flexible hours

Great opportunity for outside sales
person to work primarily in and near your
home. Use relationship selling to create and
expand community print and internet
advertising campaigns to local businesses for
Connection Newspapers, Northern
Virginia’s best-read community newspapers
and websites.

Keep productivity high and commuting
low while working close to home. After a
short training period, travel to our Old Town
Alexandria headquarters and production
facility required only once or twice a week
during off-peak traffic hours. Call 703-778-
9431 for details.

Results! Why, man, I have gotten 
a lot of results. I know several

thousand things that won't work.
-Thomas A. Edison

The future
comes one day

at a time.
-Dean Acheson
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Naples, Florida

Marjorie H. Swett, 93, of Naples, FL, passed over 
Tuesday, April 9, 2013. Formerly of Alexandria, VA, she had 
been a Naples resident since 1987. She was born August 20, 
1919 in Chicago, IL, the daughter of Peter Leo and Alice Martin 
Hein. She was a devoted teacher at Sidwell Friends School in 
Washington, DC before becoming a loving wife and mother. 
Mrs. Swett is survived by her loving son, Michael Peter Swett 
of Tampa, FL and her brother Peter Leo Hein Jr. She was pre-
ceded in death by her beloved husband, Timothy Joseph Swett 
in 2006 and by her dear daughter, Theresa Margaret Swett in 
2005. A graveside committal service will be held Wednesday, 
April 17, 2013 at 11:00 a.m. at the St John the Evangelist 
Catholic Church Memorial Garden, 625 111th Ave. N., Naples. 
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that memorial contribu-
tions be made to Hospice in your local area.

Shikany’s Bonita Funeral Home
(239) 992-4982
Bonita Springs, Florida

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

LAND BARGAIN!
SUNRISE VIEWS

3.4 AC - only $34,900
Open & wooded parcel close to 200 acre 

lake. 90 mins DC Beltway. Public road 
frontage. Ready to build or use. Lowest 

rates ever on EZ Financing.
Call Now 1-800-888-1262

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

Request for Proposals
Community Partner(s) Support for Alexandria City Public 

Schools

RFQ# 13-13-007

Alexandria City Virginia Public Schools (ACPS) will receive 
Proposals at ACPS Procurement Office, 2000 N. Beauregard 

Street, Suite 205 Alexandria, VA 22311

Website: www.acps.com

Proposals Due: May 3, 2013 at 4:00pm, prevailing local time

Eleanor Foddrell 
Director of Procurement

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038 ❖ jsmithhdi@aol.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

Call today and learn how this 
time-saving extra edge can improve 

your grades while investing less time

Use my proven study techniques to improve 

results while saving time!

Dean’s List college graduate with 7 years of  

experience offers individual tutoring 

throughout Northern Virginia.

Accounting/Finance Degree. All grade levels, 

specializing in math,

English as first or second language, Spanish. 

Call Hal @

(703) 864-6616. Tutoring rate is $50/hr.

2200%%  OOff ff   ff ii rr ss tt   sseessss ii oonn   

wwhheenn   yyoouu   mmeenntt ii oonn   tthh ii ss   aadd

102 Instruction 102 Instruction

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net
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Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

I believe the
future is only 

the past again,
entered through

another gate.
-Arthur Wing

Pinero
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Legal Notices

OBITUARY

Marcia Louise Fede Egge, aged 63,
died on April 10, 2013, in Fairfax Hospital due
to complications resulting from Guillain_Barr_
syndrome.

She was born on February 7, 1950, in Bryn
Mawr, Pennsylvania, the daughter of the late
Frank and Helen Fede. She graduated from
Fort Hunt High School in 1968 and received
her bachelors degree from Wells College in
1972. Marcia retired from United Airlines in
2005 but continued to work part-time for a
small business in Alexandria. She had many
friends and loved to travel the world with
them.

Marcia is survived by her husband Robert K.
Egge, Jr. of Alexandria; sons, Nathan Egge of
Arlington, and Noah Egge of Charlottesville;
stepmother, Roberta Fede of Alexandria;
siblings, Susan (Ron) Schott of Chattanooga,
TN, David (Teri) Fede of Fairfax, Honor Fede
of Alexandria, Francesca Gomez of
Waynesboro, and Courtney Preusse of
Renton, WA; nieces and nephews, Kari
Schott, Brian Schott, Samantha Fede, Michael
Fede, Natalie Gomez, and Isabel Gomez.

Funeral services will be held at 11am Friday,
May 10, 2013 at Pohick Church, 9301
Richmond Hwy, Lorton, Virginia.  Reception
and remembrance to follow.

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be made
to the Scholarship Fund of Alexandria, 3330
King Street, Alexandria, VA 22302 or at
www.AlexScholarshipFund.org. Please
designate the Marcia L. Egge Memorial
Scholarship.

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

$50,000 Investment
Last month, Nigel Morris, chair of the board of direc-
tors for The Center for Alexandria’s Children, re-
ceived a $50,000 check from Tracy Nickelsburg,
president of The Giving Circle of Alexandria, and
Deborah Roepke also of the Giving Circle. The grant’s
purpose is to expand the Center’s developmental
playgroups in the City of Alexandria for children ages
0-5 and their parents and caregivers. Visit
www.centerforalexandriaschildren.org for more
information on the Center and
www.givingfullcircle.org for more information on The
Giving Circle.
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Honoring Patriots
In March, representatives of the Sons, Daughters and Children of the American
Revolution presented a wreath at the Historic Tucker House Museum, Bermuda,
honoring St. George Tucker and Thomas Tudor Tucker, Bermuda-born patriots of
the American Revolution. Pictured (from left) are Nancy Arton, regent, Somers
Isles Chapter, DAR (Hamilton, Bemuda); the Hon. George Fergusson, Governor of
Bermuda; William Elston, CAR; Emily Elston, president, “Light Horse Harry Lee”
Society, CAR (Prince William County); Robert Settje, U.S. Consul General to Ber-
muda; and Michael J. Elston, president, George Washington Chapter, SAR (Alexan-
dria).
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From Page 5

Bulletin Board

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 17
Lecture. 7 p.m. at Inova Alexandria

Hospital. “Options for Rotator Cuff
Tears and Shoulder Arthritis” Free.
Visit www.inova.org/AskTheExpert
or 1-855-694-6682.

Open House. 7-8:15 p.m. at Lee
Center Auditorium, 1108 Jefferson
St. Learn about the Miracle Field
project and discuss ideas and
opportunities to utilize the field.
Light desserts will be served. 703-
746-5407.

On-line Giving Event. All day, visit
www.Spring2ACTion.org and make a
donation that will benefit Alexandria
non-profit organizations such as the
Alexandria Seaport Foundation, Del
Ray Artisans, Target Gallery and
more.

Playspace Improvement Contest
Deadline. Eligible apartment
complexes in Alexandria can apply
for matching funds to improve on-site
playspaces and playgrounds. To learn
more about ACOAN and Project Play,
go to: http:/healthieralexandria.org/
HealthyLifestyles/default.aspx. For
questions about the contest and/or
the contest application, contact
ACOAN Community Fellow, Liz
Johnson at alexcoan@gmail.com or
at 571-882-9575, or ACOAN Chair,
Carrie Fesperman Redden, at
Carrie.Fesperman@vdh.virginia.gov.

Trunk Show Benefit. 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
at Empowered Women International,
320 S. Henry St. See original,
handmade jewelry and fashion
accessories made by local artists.
Proceeds will support
entrepreneurship scholarships for
immigrants, refugee and low-income
women. All customers will be entered
into a raffle to win a cruise Visit
www.ewint.org for more.

SATURDAY/APRIL 20
Alexandria Earth Day 2013. 10

a.m.-2 p.m. at Ben Brenman Park,
4800 Brenman Park Drive. Browse

exhibits, watch demonstrations,
children can take part in activities
and more. Free. Visit http://
alexearthday.org for more.

Stephen Ministry Workshop. 8 a.m.
at Grace Episcopal Church, 3600
Russell Road. Enhance care-giving
skills and help other congregations
expand their caring ministry. $15/
person or $50/group of four or more
from the same congregation. For
more information or to register go to

www.stephenministry.org/workshop.
Tree Sale. 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at Ben

Brenman Park, 4800 Brenman Park
Drive. Held by Alexandria’s Park
Operations and Natural Resources
Division. Browse through a variety of
trees and shrubs. Reserve a tree
through April 17 by calling 703-746-
5498 or e-mail
dorothy.white@alexandriava.gov.

Cheerleading Competition. 11 a.m.
at T.C. Williams High School, 3330

King St. The competition features
youth cheerleading teams from
Alexandria neighborhood recreation
centers and from the metropolitan
area. $10/age 13 and older; $5/age
5-12; free for 4 and younger.

MONDAY/APRIL 22
Agenda: Alexandria. “Exit Interview:

T.C. Williams Students Grade their
School with T.C. Williams seniors
Henry Anderson, Emma Beall,
Miranda Jones, and Landon Moss at
the Holiday Inn Eisenhower Metro
Center, 2460 Eisenhower Ave.
Reception at 6:30 p.m., dinner;
program ($5 non-members) 7:15
p.m. Dinner reservations required.
For information on cost or
reservations, contact Sherry Brown,
703-548-7089 or e-
mail.agendaalexandria@aol.com.

TUESDAY/APRIL 23
ACPWN Luncheon Event. 11:30

a.m.-1:30 p.m. at a location TBD.
Learn how to fit fitness into a busy
schedule and get tips on exercises to
do while sitting at a desk. Visit
alexchamber.com.

College Admissions Panel. 6:30
p.m. at T.C. Williams High School,
3330 King St., Alexandria.
Admissions directors and
representatives from University of
Virginia, Virginia Tech, William and
Mary, Northern Virginia Community
College, Virginia Commonwealth
University, George Mason University
and others will participate in a panel
discussion. Translation services
available in Spanish, Arabic and
Amharic. For more information,
contact Patricia Braun in the College
and Career Center.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 24
Alexandria Historical Society

Awards Ceremony. 7:30 p.m. at
The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
AHS will honor groups or individuals
who have made noteworthy
contributions to the preservation of
the historic, cultural and artistic
heritage of Alexandria. Pam Cressey
will give the keynote speech with a
student awards address by Philippe
Halbert, the 2006 Bishop-Ireton High
School awardee. Free. Reception to
follow.

THURSDAY/APRIL 25
Reception. 7 p.m. at The Lyceum, 201

S. Washington St. Commonwealth
Republican Women’s Club is holding
a general membership reception.
Free. Buffet follows a talk on how to
advance free market ideas in 2013
health policies. 703-684-8989.

SATURDAY/APRIL 27
Community Shred Days. 9 a.m.-2

p.m. at CommonWealth One Federal
Credit Union main branch at 4875
Eisenhower Ave. Bring old
documents, receipts and other
personal materials to shred for free.
There will be family activities, prizes
and refreshments. Visit
www.cofcu.org or 855-GO-COFCU.

SUNDAY/APRIL 28
Swearing-In. 8 a.m. at Alfred Street

Baptist Church, 301 S. Alfred St. The
swearing in of officers and executive
committee members of the
Alexandria chapter of the National
Association for the Advancement of
Colored People. Free.

THROUGH APRIL
Spring Clean-Up. Residents can place

unwanted bulky trash and metal
items at the curb to be picked up on
a Saturday in April. Zone 3 - April
20; Zone 4 - April 27.



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  April 18-24, 2013  ❖  31www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

TC Boys’ Soccer
Undefeated Through
7 Games

The T.C. Williams boys’ soccer team
played to a 2-all tie with the Lake Braddock
Bruins on April 11 during a rematch of last
season’s Patriot District championship
game. In 2012, the Titans beat the Bruins
2-1 in the district championship game. TC
went on to beat Stuart in the opening round
of the Northern Region tournament before
losing to Langley in the quarterfinals.

After Thursday’s tie, TC beat West
Potomac 3-1 on Monday, improving its 2013
record to 5-0-2 overall and 1-0-1 in the Pa-
triot District. The Titans faced Marshall on
Wednesday, after the Gazette Packet’s dead-
line. TC will travel to face Lee at 7 p.m. on
Friday, April 19.

TC Baseball
Cracks Northern
Region Top 10

The T.C. Williams baseball team was
ranked in the Northern Region coaches top
10 for the first time this season, entering
the poll in a tie for No. 9 with Stone Bridge
this week.

The Titans defeated Lee 8-3 on Monday,
improving their record to 7-4 overall and
4-1 in the Patriot District. TC faced defend-
ing Patriot District and state champion Lake
Braddock on Wednesday, after the Gazette
Packet’s deadline. The Titans will travel to
face South County at 6:30 p.m. on Friday,
April 19. Madison is ranked No. 1, followed
by Lake Braddock (2), Oakton (3), Robinson
(4), Centreville (5), West Potomac (6),
McLean (7) and Fairfax (8). Neil DeWakar and the T.C. Williams boys’ soccer team played to a 2-all

tie against Lake Braddock on April 11.
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Sports Briefs

Sports

Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

O
fficially, the Noxontown Re-
gatta is considered an away
event for the T.C. Williams
crew team. After all, the race

is held on Noxontown Pond in Middletown,
Del., while the Titans train on the Potomac
River in Old Town more than 100 miles to
the west.

Yet over the past month, the Noxontown
race course has become something of a
home-away-from-home for the T.C. Will-
iams girls’ freshman 8 — a course where
the young Titan rowers have not only trav-

eled twice now for regattas, but a course
where they have twice come away with vic-
tories, as well.

The most recent victory came this past
Saturday, April 13. Competing with other
members of the T.C. Williams girls’ crew
team against some of the top boats in the
Mid-Atlantic region, the Titan frosh 8
sprinted down the 1,500-meter race course
in a hard-fought contest that saw them cross
the finish line with a time of 5:41.7, which
was .8 seconds faster than the time of run-
ner-up Mount St. Joe’s from New Jersey.

Saturday’s victory by the T.C. girls’ fresh-
man 8 follows their win at Noxontown on
March 30, which was also their first race of
the year.

Members of the freshman 8 include cox-
swain Maggie Chamberlain and rowers
Natasha Magallon, Harper Jensen, Amelia

Bender, Giulia Pastore, Hannah Posson,
Abby Prall, Sarah Scroggs and LeeAnn
Richards. The freshman girls are guided by
coach Patrick Marquardt.

Also finishing near the top in their con-
test on Noxontown Pond was the T.C. girls’
4th varsity/novice 8, who finished third in
their race with a time of 6:16.1.

While the T.C. girls’ crew team was com-
peting in Delaware this past weekend, the
T.C. boys’ crew team was competing in Vir-
ginia at the Darrell Winslow Regatta on the
Occoquan River.

Under a partly-sunny sky and racing in
near-perfect conditions, the T.C. boys’ jun-
ior 8 won their morning heat to advance to
the afternoon final, where they overcame a
very slow start to overtake the field and fin-
ish in second place with a time of 4:49.44,
less than three seconds off the winning time

posted by Woodson.
Also turning in solid performances at the

Darrell Winslow Regatta this past weekend
were the T.C. Williams boys’ freshman 8,
who finished second in their heat, while the
T.C. boys’ second 4, novice 4, and novice 8
“A” boat came in third in their respective
contests. The T.C. boys’ lightweight 8 also
looked strong, placing first in an exhibition
event.

The T.C. Williams crew team next takes
to the water this coming Saturday, with the
T.C. girls returning to Noxontown for the
third and final time this season, and the
Titan boys returning to Occoquan for the
Smokey Jacobs Regatta.

For more information on T.C. crew, visit
www.tcwcrew.org or follow them on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
alexandria.crewboosters.

Members of the T.C. Williams girls’ freshman 8 hold off the charging boat
from Mount St. Joe’s on their way to victory at the Noxontown Regatta
on April 13. Members of the freshman 8 include (from left): Natasha
Magallon, Harper Jensen, Amelia Bender, Giulia Pastore, Hannah Posson,
Abby Prall, Sarah Scroggs and LeeAnn Richards. Not pictured sitting just
in front of Magallon is coxswain Maggie Chamberlain.

T.C. Williams crew coxswain Jessica Madeline shouts encouragement to
rowers Preston Tracy and Callum Jaffe as the boys’ freshman 8 charges
up the Occoquan River on their way to a second-place finish in their
race at the Darrell Winslow Regatta on April 13.

TC Girls’ Freshman 8 Once Again Claim Victory
Titan boys also look
strong, taking 2nd
place at Occoquan
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By Marilyn Campbell

Gazette Packet

A
 Marymount University professor
was honored recently for her work
to educate and train school coun-

selors.
The Virginia School Counselor Associa-

tion (VSCA) recently named Michele C.
Garofalo, Ed.D, of Marymount University
in Arlington, the 2013 VSCA Counselor
Educator of the Year. Garofalo, a McLean
resident, who holds a doctorate in educa-
tion and is also a licensed professional coun-
selor and national certified counselor, is the
assistant chair of the Department of Coun-
seling, director of the school counseling
program and a professor of psychology.

When choosing a recipient, members of
the Virginia School Counselor Association
consider dedication to the training of school
counselors and extensive contributions to
the field of school counseling.

“I am honored and deeply touched by this
award. It … is truly one of the highlights of
my professional career,” said Garofalo, who
has worked as a school counselor at both
independent and public schools. “It is en-
ergizing for me to help support and mentor
those who are pursuing a career path as a
school counselor. It is truly a gift for me to
have the opportunity to work with such
amazing students who are dedicated to
making a difference.”

Garofalo, who has taught at Marymount
for 18 years, designed the university’s mas-
ter of arts in school counseling program.
Her colleagues say her influence is far-
reaching.

“All the programs in the Department of
Counseling have benefited from the … ef-
forts of Dr. Garofalo,” said Department
Chair Lisa Jackson-Cherry. “She is passion-
ate about teaching future school counselors
who will impact the lives of children and
families. She expects a high level of ethics

Marymount Professor Named Virginia Counselor Educator of the Year
Michele C. Garofalo, Ed.D., honored by the
Virginia School Counselor Association (VSCA).

The Virginia School Counselor
Association named McLean-resi-
dent Michele C. Garofalo, Ed.D, of
Marymount University in Arling-
ton, the 2013 VSCA Counselor
Educator of the Year.

and professionalism [and] she leads by ex-
ample.”

Associates credit Garofalo with creating
school counseling-specific courses and
bringing guest speakers, who are leaders in
the field, into her classroom. She also
founded the Mu Upsilon Gamma chapter
of the Chi Sigma Iota Counseling Honor
Society at Marymount.

“Dr. Garofalo has enhanced my graduate
career in the biggest way possible, said
Daisy Silva, a school counseling student at
Marymount. “She allowed me space to grow
as a counselor by going out of her way and
setting up opportunities [for me] to see for
myself if the career was right for me.”

Garofalo, who also has a private practice,
said she encourages school counseling stu-
dents do community outreach work. “I hope
that my teaching and mentoring have
helped to prepare school counselors who
go out and make a difference for students
in schools,” she said. “The greatest gift for
me is to know that I have played some small
part in the preparation of accomplished
professionals who make a difference for the
students and everyone in the school com-
munity.”
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By Marilyn Campbell

Gazette Packet

M
arta Daniels recalls the day
when her son Will received
his first college acceptance
letter.

“He was thrilled,” she said. “It was a huge
relief to know that he had been accepted
somewhere.”

But elation soon turned to stress when
Will learned that he’d been accepted into
all five schools to which he’d applied. “We
went from being relieved that he would be
going off to college next fall to panicking
over whether or not we would choose the
best school for Will,” said Daniels.

As the May 1 national college decision day
looms, the day students must shell out hefty
deposits to secure their spots at colleges and
universities, students like Daniels are feel-
ing pressure. Most college counselors agree
that it’s important to make sure the school
is a good fit for the student academically,
financially and socially, and local counse-
lors share ideas for making the decision less
daunting.

They urge students to do a thoughtful
assessment of who they are and what they
need to thrive in an academic environment.
“From community college to the ivy leagues,
every school has success stories,” said Mike
Canfield, director for undergraduate admis-
sions at Marymount University in Arling-
ton. “You can be successful at any school if
it is the right one.”

Brie Jeweler-Bentz, Psy.D., a psychologist

at The School Counseling Group encourages
students to ask, “Where to I want to be geo-
graphically? Do I need a large campus or a
school with an urban campus? Will I go
crazy in a small town? Do I want to paint
my face and cheer on my Division I sports
team?” The school’s political and religious
climates matter, she said, as does the local
weather. She also stressed that a school
must be a good fit both socially academi-
cally. “A big rah-rah school is great, but aca-

demically will the student get lost in a big
lecture hall with 400 other students?”

Michael Carter, Ph.D., director of college
counseling at St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes
School in Alexandria, said that fit and bal-
ance also matter. “Does the student mesh
with the school’s programs academically
and extracurricularly? Is there a good blend
academically, socially and extracurricularly
so that the student can have balance?”

One way to answer these questions is to

spend time on campus. “Sit in the cafete-
ria, have lunch and look around at the stu-
dents,” said Jeweler-Bentz. “How do the
students dress and talk? Do they have
piercings, tattoos and nose rings? Does the
school click for you? Does it feel like home?”

Randy Tajan, director of college counsel-
ing at St. Andrew’s Episcopal School in
Potomac, Md., said students should look at
colleges through a new lens, that of admit-
ted student. “What is student life like? What
about access to professors? Can you be a
student and an active citizen? They should
think about again why they applied to those
schools originally.”

Jeweler-Bentz adds the prospective stu-
dents should take a look at those who have
graduated from the institution. “Some
schools have amazing [alumni] networks
that can hook graduates up with job oppor-
tunities,” she said. “It’s also important to
look at statistics on job and graduate school
placement to see how good of a job par-
ticular colleges do with their students post-
graduation.”

Canfield said that once a student has se-
lected a school, the next step is to connect.
“Plan for orientation,” he said. “Learn the
process for registration. Check out the
school’s fan page on Facebook. Some
schools host invitation-only closed social
media sites.” Students should also start
planning for life on campus. “What [activi-
ties are] they going to join when they get
to campus? Students who are involved in
campus activities or have a job on campus
that is limited to 10 hours a week are sig-
nificantly happier and do better in their
classes than their counterparts who have
neither,” said Canfield.

Countdown to College Decision Day
Local college counselors offer advice on making the right choice.

As the May 1 national college decision day looms, high school seniors
like Jack Phillips and Elizabeth Cornick of St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes
School must decide which colleges they will attend in the fall.
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New Shipments
of Annuals

and Perennials!

New Shipments
of Annuals

and Perennials!

New Shipments
of Annuals

and Perennials!

Spring Blooming Flowers & Shrubs!
Lilies, Orchids, Hanging Baskets

$29.99/cu. yd.
FR

EE 
Fil

l Bulk Mulch,
Playground

Chips & Compost

Ivy & Pachysandra
Approx. 100  $29.99
Vinca   50 Peat Pots

     $36.99
9023 Arlington Blvd.,

Fairfax, Virginia
2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

www.cravensnursery.com
Visit our new Web site:

➠

Follow
us:

Celebrating our
40th Anniversary

Japanese Maples
30% OFF
Over 200 Varieties

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

RR Ties $19.99

Citrus, Fruit Trees,
Blueberries

& Herbs

Citrus, Fruit Trees,
Blueberries

& Herbs

Citrus, Fruit Trees,
Blueberries

& Herbs

Tomato Plants are Here!
$1.99 for a pack of 4

Free Estimates!
Patios, Walls, Walkways,

Paver Driveways, Landscaping
and So Much More!

Free Estimates!
Patios, Walls, Walkways,

Paver Driveways, Landscaping
and So Much More!

www.oldtowntheater1914.com

Classic Rock &
Contagious Originals
by Five Local Teens
Live at the Magnificently
Restored Old Town Theater

Friday, April 19th
9:00 P.M.

Doors open at 8:30
ALL AGES SHOW

Tickets $15.00
Available online & at the door

8151⁄2 King Street
Alexandria, VA
703-544-5315

Opinion

MaryAnne Beatty

SSA Meal-on-Wheels Program Coordinator

T
here was a full house at the Charles E.
Beatley, Jr. Central Library for Senior Ser-
vices of Alexandria’s recent speaker series

event about “Planning for and Making the Most of
your Retirement.”

There are many issues to consider
and it can all be a bit overwhelm-
ing, but attendees walked away
with valuable re-
sources from a

dynamic panel of local experts.
Janet Barnett, SSA’s executive

director, welcomed over 60 seniors
and reminded them of the impor-
tance of advanced planning and
that education is key to enjoying
a stress-free retirement. Nancy Van
Gulick, CEO of Seniors Living Well,
kicked off the panel discussion by
addressing accessibility and
downsizing. She offered simple
tips, such as spending 10 minutes
a day with a garbage bag throw-
ing out things that you no longer
need. She also recommended that
when you are thinking about mov-
ing, list household items under categories, i.e., things
to keep, toss, sell or donate. You want to make it
easier on yourself by taking it one step at a time. For
more information, visit www.seniorslivingwell.net.

Timing is key in determining when to retire and it
is important to understand the benefits you can ex-
pect from Social Security. Erin Scheithe with AARP’s
National Office on Education and Outreach talked
about the resources that AARP has on-line including
a retirement calculator at www.aarp.org/
retirementcalculator. They also have developed a

robust set of questions and answers on social secu-
rity and its benefits at www.aarp.org/ssqa.

Medicare and Medicaid can be very complex to
navigate and Cedar Dvorin from the Virginia Insur-
ance Counseling and Assistance Program (VICAP) is
an expert in explaining in simple terms the various
options and what you can expect when eligible to
receive benefits. VICAP offers individual counseling
sessions to educate seniors about Medicare/Medic-
aid benefits. Call VICAP at 703-228-1700 for more
information.

The session ended with a lively
discussion about financial planning
by Tom West from Signature Estate
and Investment Advisors, LLC. He
emphasized that by having a person-
alized financial plan that fits your
budget can help alleviate the fear of
running out of money and of becom-
ing less independent.

Speaker’s presentations are now
available on SSA’s website at
www.seniorservicesalex.org. Please
save the date for SSA’s May 8
Speaker Series on the topic of “Long-
term Care — What Everyone Needs
to Know.” It is being held at Beth El
Hebrew Congregation at 3830 Semi-
nary Road in Alexandria. There will

be experts from AARP, Adult Companion Care, Capi-
tal Caring, Mount Vernon Nursing and Rehabilita-
tion Center, and Signature Estate and Investment
Advisors, LLC. They will share practical information
about options for long-term care insurance, in-home
caregiver support, residential facilities, financial re-
alties, palliative care and hospice services.

The event is free and open to the public. Light re-
freshments will be served. You can register online at
www.seniorservicesalex.org or call 703-836-4414,
ext. 10.

Nancy Van Gulick, Seniors Living Well; Mary Lee Anderson, SSA; Erin Scheithe, AARP;
Tom West, Signature Estate and Investment Advisors; Cedar Dvorin, Virginia Insur-
ance Counseling and Assistance Program (VICAP), and Renee DiPilato, Charles Beatley
Central Library.

What To Know about Retirement

Senior

Services of

Alexandria

Timing is key in
determining when
to retire and it is
important to
understand the
benefits you can
expect from Social
Security.
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