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Lucas (left) and
Gavin Kaplan pause
for a moment at the
River Falls Carnival
on April 28.
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News

Indoor Carnival
From left, James and Piper Snow, Molly James and Hillary Winton play on the
Moon Bounce at the River Falls Carnival on April 28.

Caitlin
Dougherty (left)
and Trista
Caydos dance.

DJ Allen Dudley of Sports Etc. provides the music for the children for dancing.

Photos by

Deborah Stevens/

The Almanac

Potomac Almanac Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or almanac@connectionnewspapers.com

See www.potomacalmanac.com

See Montgomery,  Page 10

By Ken Moore

The Almanac

C
ircuit Court Judge
Robert A.
Greenberg’s ruling
went far beyond the

bottom line.
Greenberg denied the request by

the Brickyard Coalition and or-
ganic farmer Nick Maravell to be
reimbursed for legal fees spent in
battling the county over the use
of 20 acres of farmland on a fu-
ture school site on Brickyard Road.

But Greenberg chastised both
the county and Board of Educa-
tion: “The entire episode left the
oft-stated and under-exercised
notion of government ‘transpar-
ency’ with a black eye.” (See full
text of Greenberg’s ruling in
sidebar.)

County officials welcomed the
decision on legal fees.

“Taxpayers should not foot the
bill for lawsuits filed against the
public interest by those seeking to

Get Involved
MAY 10, 1 P.M.
Carver Educational Services

Center (CESC)
850 Hungerford Drive, Rockville
Montgomery County Board of Education
The Board’s policy committee will

discuss “Guidelines for Leasing,
Licensing, or Using MCPS Property
that is Being Held as a Future School
Site.” (Policy DNA, Management of
Board of Education Property)

MAY 15, 7 P.M.
Potomac Elementary School
10311 River Road, Potomac
The school system has scheduled a final

PTA and Community Presentation for
Wednesday, May 15 at 7 p.m. on
Potomac Elementary’s School’s
modernization. The study scope has
been expanded to explore the
possibility of relocating Potomac
Elementary School to the MCPS
property known as the Brickyard
Road Site.

County’s Black Eye
MCPS has no plans to allow
organic farm to continue; judge
denies legal fees but scolds county,
school board.

See Verbatim,  Page 10

C
ircuit Court Judge Robert
A. Greenberg’s ruling,
entered April 23, 2013 in

the Circuit Court of Montgomery
County:

The matter is before the court
on requests for attorneys’ fees filed
by the Petitioners, Nicholas
Maravell, et al. and Curtis Uhre,
et al. against Respondent Mont-
gomery County Board of Educa-
tion. The court has reviewed the
extensive submissions of the par-
ties, and is well aware of the his-
tory of the case. For that reason, it
declines to hold a hearing in the
matter.

By letter to the Board dated Feb.
19, 2012, Montgomery County
Executive Isiah Leggett surren-
dered the lease to the Brickyard
Road School Site, which had been
given by virtue of a resolution
passed on March 8, 2011. The sur-
render was accepted by the Board
on the day it was received. As a
result, this court did not issue its
final ruling in the case, and the
Petition for Judicial Review and
Cross Petition for Judicial Review
were dismissed, with prejudice, on
Feb. 27, because the issues pre-
sented therein were moot.

A review of the record suggests
that Petitioner Maravell and his
family have been good stewards
of the school board land on which
their organic farm is located. They
have worked diligently to perpetu-
ate organic farming in the county
for several decades. While it ap-
pears that legal notice of the
Board’s actions was properly pro-
vided to county residents, it is this
court’s opinion that Petitioner
Maravell was treated quite shab-
bily by those responsible for pass-
ing the resolution at issue, as even
several Board of Education mem-
bers acknowledged at the time the
lease resolution was passed.

Petitioner Maravell’s current dis-
may can well be appreciated: af-
ter many months of litigation, and
on the cusp of a final decision by
the court, the county suddenly
decided that the lease — initially
claimed to be so beneficial that it
had to be rammed through the
Board of Education before a more
thorough and thoughtful public
discussion could take place — was
not quite so vital to the county and
its soccer-playing youth.

In Judge’s Own Words
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By Susan Belford

The Almanac

T
hroughout this year, the Jewish
Community Center of Greater
Washington (JCCGW) will be cel-

ebrating 100 years of “connecting people
of the Jewish community with each other,
Israel and the broader community.” They
are celebrating a history of
founders who saw the need for a
special place to support Jewish
cultural, recreational and spiri-
tual needs and commemorating
all that has been accomplished —
and those who made it all pos-
sible. The organization is also
honoring past and present lead-
ers and setting goals for the next
100 years.

To celebrate the achievements
of the past 100 years, more than 500 at-
tended the JCCGW Centennial Gala held on
April 24 — an event that raised more than
$270,000. One of the highlights of the
evening was the presentation of the Ben-
jamin Ourisman Memorial Award for Civic
Achievement to Marcy and Neil Cohen. This
award has been presented for over 50 years
to individuals whose efforts and achieve-
ments have improved life in the commu-
nity. Marcy Cohen served as president from
2003 – 2005; she and her husband are
thrilled with the recognition. “We have been

involved for 30 years — everything from
co-chairing the Capital campaign, to
hostiing the Maccabi Games which brought
2,000 elite athletes to our Center for com-
petition, to serving on the board,” she said.
“We raised our two children at the JCC —
and never plan to be very far away.”

The JCCGW was formed by men and
women from the Young Men’s Hebrew As-
sociation and the Young Women’s Hebrew
Association in 1913. As it grew, the organi-
zation changed its name to the District of
Columbia Jewish Community Center
(DCJCC) and moved from its original loca-

tion on M Street NW, to 11th and
Pennsylvania Avenue to the
present location at 16th and Q
NW.

However, as a result of the 1968
race riots in D.C., the DCJCC
closed. Since many Jews in the
city had migrated to the suburbs,
a new Jewish Community Center
of Greater Washington was estab-
lished on Montrose Road in
Rockville, opening in 1969. This

large campus houses the Hebrew Home of
Greater Washington, the Jewish Social Ser-
vice Agency and The Jewish Federation of
Greater Washington and hosts a variety of
cultural, recreational, educational, health
and fitness programs for all ages from in-
fants to senior citizens. Summer camps,
music programs, aquatics, after school pro-
grams, athletics, pre-natal classes, special
needs camps and programs, and parenting
support are just a few of the programs of-
fered to the public regardless of religion,
race, age, or ability.

“This organization was founded on the
values of offering a warm, welcoming and
accessible environment to all. These values
have stood the test of 100 years — and ev-
erything we do is driven by them,” said CEO
Michael Feinstein. “We have 2,800 member
units — and that’s about 6,000 people. We
offer something for everyone. But one does
not have to be a member to take advantage
of our outstanding programs and services.

“Special events were held at the DCJCC
for World War I veterans — making us the
first USO in our country. No matter what
race or religion, the vets were welcomed
into the center where they were enter-
tained, educated and assisted with their
relocation and job searches.”

The JCCGW has been celebrating its cen-
tennial with events throughout the year that
honor their past, present and future.

One centennial project is an exhibit fea-
tured at the Goldman Gallery, located in the
JCCGW, called “100 Years of Creating Com-
munity – A Photographic Retrospective.”
The collection has pulled together one-of-
a-kind photographs from the past century,

including photos of Ronald Reagan in 1983
when he visited the center, the founders
from 1913 -1914, the 1918 YMHA baseball
team , a 1923 pie-eating contest, some of
the women atop the 16th Street building in
the summer of 1929 — and many more
images.

Member Brad Stillman describes the im-
pact that one program at the JCCGW has
had on his family: “My son Benjamin has
been an inclusion camper at Camp JCC. The
camp is unique in that kids of all abilities
can attend — and Benjamin has the oppor-
tunity to go on the same bus with his sib-
lings, pass them in the halls and see each
other at the pool or at other activities. The
camp has introduced him and his brothers
and sister to a lot of very nice kids, both
typically developing and those with special
needs. This is one of the great benefits of a
camp community that reflects the broader
community filled with people of various
backgrounds with all different abilities. It
is a microcosm of what the JCC does for
our community.”

JCCGW Celebrates 100 Years Creating Community
Year-long celebration
of center’s centennial.

Ronald Reagan visited the the
Jewish Community Center of
Greater Washington in 1983.

Girls on the roof in 1929.

CEO Michael
Feinstein

P
h
o

t
o

s
 
C

o
n

t
r
i
b
u
t
e
d

News

By Susan Belford

The Almanac

M
ark Shriver commented
that almost every day of
his adult life, while at
college and after college,

his father, Sargent Shriver wrote a letter
to him. “It might have been typewritten
and copied to my brothers and sisters —
or it might have been handwritten just
to me. Often he would write about a fa-
vorite book, a sports event — his
thoughts on the world news. Some I read,
and some I put off reading until later. I
have boxes of these letters that I have
saved.”

Now Shriver has written his own let-
ter to his dad in his book, “A Good Man:
Rediscovering My Father, Sargent
Shriver.” In this highly personal reflec-
tion of his life and his relationship with
his father, Shriver asks the question,
“How did my father accomplish all that
he did, balancing faith, community, in-
credible work responsibilities, family,

friends — and do it with
such joy?” Shriver will
discuss his book on May
6 at 7 p.m. at the
Potomac Library.

“I discovered when try-
ing to answer this diffi-
cult question that his
faith was the bedrock of
all he did,” said Shriver.
“He attended mass at 6
a.m. each day, he viewed
everyone as coming from
God — and treated each
person the same from the President to the
people who worked in his favorite restau-
rant. He had an incredible amount of en-
ergy, did not need much sleep, and lived by
the highest of moral principles.”

Born in Westminster, Md. in 1915,
Sargent Shriver was the driving force be-
hind the creation of the Peace Corps. He
founded the Special Olympics with his wife,
Eunice Kennedy Shriver as well as the Job
Corps, Head Start, VISTA, Upward Bound,
Foster Grandparents and many other life-
changing programs as a significant designer
of LBJ’s “War on Poverty” programs. He
served in the Kennedy and Johnson admin-
istrations, was appointed ambassador to

France and ran unsuccess-
fully as George
McGovern’s running
mate in the 1972 Presi-
dential election. In 1993,
Shriver received the
Franklin D. Roosevelt
“Freedom From Want”

Award. On Aug. 8, 1994,
he received the “Presiden-
tial Medal of Freedom,”
the United States’ highest
civilian honor, from
President Bill Clinton.
Shriver was diagnosed
with Alzheimer’s disease
in 2003. He died on Jan.
18, 2011 at age 95.

Through much soul searching, through
people’s tributes when his father died, and
through personal stories from friends and
family, Shriver gained insight his father’s life
— and discovered much about himself. He
discovered that the three guiding principles

of his father’s life — faith, hope and love
— energized his father and made every-
thing possible. Sargent Shriver had
boundless optimism and exuberance. He
was always smiling and filled with ide-

alism. Mark Shriver pulled all his
memories together in his
book, making it the story
of his father’s legacy, but
also a revealing portrait
of a son seeking to learn
how to gain the inner joy
and peace that his father
had. It’s also the story of a
son dealing with the loss
of his father through the
progressive stages of
Alzheimer’s.

 “I’m a work in progress,”
Shriver said. “I’m always try-
ing to be a better husband,
dad — and social activist. I’m
proud to be working with
Save the Children. Every day

we are involved in making children’s lives
better by providing food, health pro-
grams, ensuring their safety after disas-
ters and much more. Our goal is to ‘cre-
ate lasting change in the lives of children
in need in the US and around the world.’”

Mark Shriver To Speak at Potomac Library on May 6
Son reflects on
his father.

Mark Shriver

Details
 Mark Shriver discusses his book, “A Good

Man: Rediscovering My Father, Sargent
Shriver” on May 6 at 7 p.m. at the Potomac
Library, 10101 Glenolden Drive, Potomac.
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Email announcements to
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon.

SATURDAY/MAY 4
Spring Fling Fair. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at

Potomac Community Center, 11315
Falls Road. Buy an 8’x8’ space for
$30. All proceeds from the sale of
spaces go to benefit programs at the
center. 240-777-6960 to reserve a
table.

THROUGH MAY 4
Ride On Annual Food Drive. Ride

On bus passengers can help needy
families and receive free bus rides by
donating canned and nonperishable
food during the Ride On annual food
drive. Children’s items are also
needed, especially disposable
diapers, formula, baby and toddler
food and juice. Plastic containers are
preferred. Non-riders who wish to
donate can participate by giving their

donations to a bus operator at any
Ride On bus stop. Food collected
through the drive goes to Manna
Food Center, which feeds more than
3,600 hungry families a month.

THROUGH MAY 24
Kindergarten Registration.

Kindergarten orientation sessions will
take place for children who will enter
kindergarten in the 2013-2014 school
year. During orientation, parents and
students will meet the school
principal, kindergarten teachers and
other staff members. Parents will
have an opportunity to ask questions
about the school’s procedures and
programs; enroll students for next
school year and complete important
forms. The sessions will also help
students become acquainted with the
school environment. Parents should
call their home school to make an
appointment to register for that
school’s specific orientation date(s).
Parents who are not certain which

elementary school serves their area
should contact the Boundaries office
at 240-314-4710. Parents can also
access the School Assignment Locator
on the MCPS website at
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org.

TUESDAY/MAY 7
Remembering Mom and Dad. A

workshop for adults who have lost a
parent or parents. 7-8:30 p.m. Free
and open to any Montgomery County
resident. Montgomery Hospice, 1355
Piccard Drive, Rockville. Registration
required: 301-921-4400.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 8
Networking Event. 4-6 p.m. at

Normandie Farms, 10710 Falls Road.
Potomac Chamber of Commerce
present this event. $10/member;
$15/non-member. Enjoy hors
d’ouerves and more. RSVP to
www.potomacchamber.org or 301-
299-2170 by May 6.

Bulletin Board

News

By Susan Belford

The Almanac

T
he Potomac Community
Center’s annual “Spring
Fling” on May 4 will offer

Potomac area residents an oppor-
tunity to find that special gift for
Mother’s Day or to browse vendors
for one-of-a-kind craft items,
purses, clothing and jewelry. It’s
also a chance to clear one’s house
of unnecessary items — those
things one just can’t give away.
Now one can bring them to the
Potomac Community Center, rent
a table for $30 — and sell them
for a little extra spending money.
This “Spring Fling” event will fea-
ture crafts, collectibles, art, jew-
elry, and “gently used” items.

Penny Heltzer of Potomac, who
serves on the Potomac Community
Center board, said, “This event
gives shoppers a chance to peruse
a wonderful selection of gift ideas
for everyone’s budget. We have
attracted some exceptionally
unique artisans this year.”

Among the vendors will be Trish
Brooks Designs. Brooks combines
several art techniques to create
original jewelry of freeform wire-
wrapped crocheted necklaces and
pendants. These were featured at
the juried James Renwick Alliance
Show in December. Other items
included in this event are the
Honeré Collection by Beth Rosen
— handmade jewelry and purses

designed by Rosen — as well as
her hand-embroidered raincoats
and skirts.

A new feature this year is a gift
to children. Nancy Delasos, edu-
cation director of Abrakadoodle —
the award-winning art and creativ-
ity program — will be on hand to
provide art lessons for children 20
months to 12 years old while par-
ents shop.

For those who get hungry, pastry
chef Natalie Morelli, owner of
“Made with Love” will be selling
her cookies and cupcakes. She ex-
plains the name of her business
with a smile. “Mami always taught
me to do all things with love be-
cause they would just turn out
better. She always said, ‘If I wasn’t
going to do it with love, why do it
at all.’”

The collectibles and craft fair
will take place from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
this Saturday, May 4 at the
Potomac Community Center,
11315 Falls Road, Potomac. All
proceeds from the sale of vendor

spaces will benefit programs at the
Potomac Community Center. To
rent a table, call Heltzer at 301-
983-9624.

In conjunction with the “Spring
Fling,” the community center will
also host a Community Shred from
10 a.m. – noon. Bring boxes of
documents to the center for shred-
ding.

Potomac Community Center
board member Jill Lavin said, “We
hope Potomac residents will come
out to support our Spring Fling.
One hundred percent of our prof-
its benefit the Potomac Commu-
nity Center. It is such a vital part
of our lives here in Potomac. The
Community Center offers activities
for every age — from infants to
senior citizens — and hundreds of
residents use it every week. This
“Spring Fling” is a way for every-
one to give back to our exceptional
community center.”

For more information contact
the Potomac Community Center at
240-777-6960.

‘Spring Fling’ Brings Crafts
Potomac
Community
Center’s annual
event to include
community shred.

Crafters for a Cause exhibited their belt buckles and
jewelry at last year’s event.



6  ❖  Potomac Almanac  ❖  May 1-7, 2013 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

POTOMAC
ALMANAC

www.PotomacAlmanac.com

Newspaper of Potomac
A Connection Newspaper

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered

to homes and businesses.

1606 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Free digital edition delivered to
your email box. Go to

connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

PUBLISHER
Mary Kimm

703-778-9433
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

@MaryKimm

EDITORIAL
PHONE: 703-821-5050

E-MAIL:
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com

EDITOR
Steven Mauren, 703-778-9415

smauren@connectionnewspapers.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Jon Roetman,
703-224-3015

jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
@jonroetman

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Cissy Finley Grant, Carole Dell,

Kenny Lourie, Ken Moore,
Susan Belford, Colleen Healy

Contributing
Photographers

Harvey Levine, Deborah Stevens

Art/Design:
Laurence Foong, John Heinly

Production Manager
Jean Card

Geovani Flores

Special Assistant to
the Publisher

Jeanne Theismann
703-778-9436

jtheismann@connectionnewspapers.com
@TheismannMedia

ADVERTISING
For advertising information

e-mail:
sales@connectionnewspapers.com

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES
Display Advertising:

Kenny Lourie 703-778-9425
klourie@connectionnewspapers.com

Andrea Smith 703-778-9411
Classified Advertising

asmith@connectionnewspapers.com

Debbie Funk
National Sales & real Estate

703-778-9444
debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com

Jerry Vernon
Executive Vice President

jvernon@connectionnewspapers.com

Potomac Almanac is published
by Local Media Connection LLC

Five Time First Place
Award-Winner
Public Service

MDDC Press Association

Four Time
Newspaper of the Year

An Award-winning Newspaper
in Writing, Photography, Editing,

Graphics and Design

Write
The Almanac welcomes views on any public
issue. The deadline for all material is noon

Friday. Send to:
Letters to the Editor

The Almanac
1606 King St., Alexandria VA 22314

Call: 703-917-6444.
By e-mail:

almanac@connectionnewspapers.com

Opinion

By Shawn Justement

WMCCA President

S
everal of this year’s WMCCA meetings
directly or indirectly focused on our
area’s tree canopy. There is good rea
son for this attention to tree canopy

— everything from the quality of our streams
to our enjoyment of the outdoors is dependent
on trees. The need for trees to remove pollu-
tion from the air and water, reduce flooding

and limit the heat-island effect
cannot be overstated. Already
under considerable stress from
age, deer damage and the effects

of pollution, our tree canopy is experiencing a
net loss from ongoing infill and redevelopment,
a loss exacerbated by Pepco’s extensive tree
removal.

Many trees are lost in older neighborhoods
as the small houses built a half-century ago
are replaced with much larger houses, and,
with the county’s decreasing inventory of build-
able lots, there is more pressure for infill de-
velopment. Montgomery County’s Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP) is endeav-
oring to switch large areas of the Glen Hills
neighborhood from septic systems to sewer
service. If this change is approved, the infill
development will thin the lush Glen Hills tree
canopy as well as damage sensitive stream
valleys. And it seems that DEP is looking at
bringing sewer into neighborhoods similar to
Glen Hills.

The Maryland Public Service Commission, in
an attempt to improve reliability, has directed
Pepco to increase tree cutting along power
lines. At our April meeting Pepco representa-
tives told us that, in the past, trees were pruned
sufficiently to last two years before needing to
be trimmed again. The current standard is now
four years, and trees that can’t be cut back
enough to last four years need to be removed.
The resulting tree removal has been substan-
tial, and the power company’s drastic pruning
may stress many trees too much for survival.

Two bills being considered by the County
Council are designed to limit the loss of tree
canopy by providing incentive to preserve trees
where possible and bringing in funds to replant
trees when removal is necessary.

 * Tree Canopy Conservation (Bill 35-12,
proposed by County Executive Leggett and
sponsored by the Council President) endeav-
ors to limit the amount of tree removal when
properties are redeveloped or new develop-
ment occurs. Legislation would not prevent a
development from being approved, but if trees
on a property cannot be saved, a fee would be
collected to provide funds to replant trees, ei-
ther on the same property or elsewhere.

* Roadside Trees Protection (Bill 41-12,
sponsored by Councilmembers Berliner and
Elrich) would require a permit and ensure pro-
tection of trees in the right-of-way. As in Bill
35-12, if a tree cannot be saved, a payment to
a tree-planting fund would be required to re-
place the lost tree canopy.

Efforts to slow the loss of tree canopy are
essential. The two tree bills being considered
by the County Council work together to reduce
canopy loss and provide protections to trees

not covered by the Forest Conservation Law.
The proposed bills are facing opposition. These
bills are an important step in slowing canopy
loss and need our support.

Glen Hills Sewer
Study Update

By Susanne Lee

C
lose to 200 residents of Glen Hills and
surrounding neighborhoods attended
Montgomery County’s Department of

Environmental Protection public meeting on
the Glen Hills Sanitary Study on April 18. As
with all past meetings, DEP used it to provide
information on what it has done in response
to the $350,000 appropriation by the County
Council for the Master Plan study of failed sep-
tic systems in Glen Hills. Once again DEP failed
miserably in providing any meaningful forum
for public input. Residents again asked pointed
questions about violations of the Master Plan
study requirements, the disastrously flawed
study design and application of the results, and
the impact of these bogus results on property
values. And once again DEP representatives
failed to concede that there were any prob-
lems with the study. When asked whether resi-
dents who have fully functioning septic sys-
tems are legally required to tell potential home-
buyers that they have been declared “not sus-
tainable” based on this bogus study, DEP rep-
resentatives said they couldn’t answer that
question without consulting County legal coun-
sel! WMCCA is submitting detailed written
comments on the Phase 1 and Phase 2 studies
— again. The studies and DEP recommenda-
tions then go to County Executive Ike Leggett
for transmittal to the County Council, the ulti-
mate decision-making authority regarding the
fate of Glen Hills.

Brickyard
Coalition Update

By Curt Uhre

C
ircuit Court Judge Robert A.
Greenberg made some very pointed
comments in a recent Court order

regarding the Brickyard dispute. The Court
found that “... [T]he entire episode left the oft-
stated and under-exercised notion of govern-
ment ‘transparency’ with a black eye.” The

Court added the actions of the county govern-
ment and the Montgomery County Board of
Education (BOE) “resulted in an enormous
waste of private, county and state resources.”
Describing the last minute decision by the
County Executive to rescind the Brickyard lease
and return the property to the BOE, Judge
Greenberg wrote, “After many months of liti-
gation, and on the cusp of a final decision by
the court, the county suddenly decided that
the lease — initially claimed to be so benefi-
cial that it had to be rammed through the Board
of Education before a more thorough and
thoughtful public discussion could take place
— was not quite so vital to the county and its
soccer-playing youth.” The Court order rhetori-
cally reflected, “Why county officials suddenly
changed their minds is unknown to the court,”
and suggested that “perhaps the decision to
abandon the lease was a matter of political
expediency, or maybe county officials read the
judicial tea leaves and believed the county
would ultimately not prevail before this court.”

The Brickyard Coalition is pleased to note
that Court has pointedly told the County and
the BOE that their process was not “transpar-
ent,” and resulted in unwarranted governmen-
tal expenditures. It is our hope that the BOE
and the County will heed the Court’s findings
and will follow an open and transparent pro-
cess in their future actions.”

Potomac Elementary
School Modernization

By Curt Uhre

M
ontgomery County Public School
(MCPS) staff held the first public
meeting regarding the moderniza-

tion of the Potomac Elementary School (PES)
since the decision was made by MCPS to con-
sider building a new PES at the Brickyard site.
Approximately 50 people attended. Traffic con-
cerns and the added travel time for the stu-
dents to the Brickyard site was the top con-
cern expressed. About 90 percent of the PES
students would be traveling through the con-
gested Falls Road/River Road intersection dur-
ing morning rush hour traffic. The lack of pub-
lic notice of the decision to consider Brickyard
as a school site was also raised by many at-
tending. Most citizens preferred building a the
new PES at the current site rather than mov-
ing the school to the Brickyard site. In a straw
poll taken by the MCPS there were no votes
for the Brickyard site.

Tree Canopy — It’s Important
WMCCA Meeting

 The West Montgomery County Citizens Associa-
tion will meet at the Potomac Community Center on
Wednesday, May 8, 7:15 p.m. If schools are closed
because of inclement weather, the meeting will be
cancelled.

Speakers will be District 15 state Sen. Rob
Garagiola and Delegates Brian Feldman, Kathleen
Dumais and Aruna Miller.

Each year WMCCA asks the District 15 senator
and delegates to give a wrap-up of Maryland’s
legislative session in Annapolis. Join the association
for insider views of the just-ended 2013 session as
the legislators provide their recap of the session and
describe the work done on residents’ behalf. The
public is welcome.WMCCA
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EXPERT REPAIR • GOLDSMITH ON SITE

1079 Seven Locks Road • Potomac
Potomac Woods Plaza (next to Walgreens)

301.838.9696

“Let us help you Re-imagine your Home”

What we do: Design / Build

LET’S TALK
Real Estate

For professional advice on all aspects
of buying and selling real estate, call:

MICHAEL MATESE
Long & Foster Realtors

301-806-6829
Mike@michaelmatese.com

by Michael Matese

Kermit Was Wrong –
It’s Easy to Be Green!

“Green” renovation is a trend that engineers,
constructors and designers are encountering
more and more each day. Going green is not
only an ecologically aware choice, but it is
also one that is becoming economically sound,
with many green renovations providing tax
deductions and reduced energy costs, offset-
ting or negating the cost of their installation
in immediate terms—and proving priceless
over time, as green renovations reduce the
harm of civilization on nature and ecology.
Even luxury homes are going green, trying to
help the environment and shaking off the
image of wasteful opulence that has dogged
this niche market for years. Gone are the
days of the gold-plated toothbrush holder—
welcome to the new world of eco-friendly,
green luxury!  Some tips that home owners
are finding handy are:
•Use CFL’s - Replace those incandescent
light bulbs with qualified compact fluorescent
light bulbs (CFLs).  By replacing just five of
your mostly frequently used light bulbs,
you’ll save money and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by one trillion pounds!
•Plug Air Leaks -   Air leaks are the biggest
energy waster in homes, but they’re also an
easy fix.  Have  decorative weather stripping
and caulk installed to stop those drafts
•Program Your Thermostats – Save on your
heating and cooling bill while helping reduce
emissions from your heating/a/c unit.
•Tune Up Your HVAC – Get a professional
tune up every two years and clean or replace
your filter every month.  Dirty filters block
normal airflow and reduce the efficiency of
your system.
•Go Low-Flow – Install low flow showerheads
and faucet aerators without sacrificing water
pressure.  They’re easy to install too, just
screw them on.
Bonus Green Tip:  The average home emits
27,000 pounds of carbon dioxide annually;
almost three times that of a midsize sedan!
Following these simple steps will reduce your
home’s emissions, your carbon footprint, and
lower your utility bill!

Call for reservations
703-790-5164

Cocktails
Major Credit Cards

6627 Old Dominion Drive • McLean, VA
McLean Square Mall

A Real
French Bistro
in the Heart
of McLean
Since 1981

Open for Mother’s Day
12:00pm - 9:00pm

See us at www.cafetatti.com

COMING TO
ST. ANDREW’S SCHOOL

 IN POTOMAC!

Directed by Mitch Henkin and Churchill Varsity
Head Coaches Haroot Hakopian, Cay Miller

and Jamie Frank

Boys and Girls, Ages 5-17
One-Week Sessions Start June 17

Enroll at www.tennistar.com

TenniStar®, SoccerStar,
LaxStar & Field Hockey

Camps

Call 301-530-5472 or

Opinion

By Carole Funger

The Almanac

L
ocated just off of River
Road in Poolesville,
Kunzang Palyul Choling
Temple’s 65-acre Peace

Park offers a quiet refuge from the
hustle and bustle of everyday
Potomac life. The heavily wooded
garden property encloses a chain of
rambling walking paths leading to
quiet, meditative spaces and mag-
nificent stupas, symbols of Buddhist
enlightenment. A recent visit to the
park provided an afternoon of rest-
ful reflection amidst early spring
foliage and the murmuring sounds
of tiny woodland animals.

Visitors enter the Peace Park by
climbing up a short wooden stair-
case from River Road. At the top of
the rise is a small clearing with a
park map and information on the
diverse wildlife found on the prop-
erty. Three distinct walking paths,
thickly carpeted with last year’s
leaves and tiny patches of green,
extend tantalizingly out of view in
opposite directions. Overhead,
multi-colored translucent prayer
flags, strung between old black
oaks, flap softly in the wind. To the
right, the trail descends rapidly
downwards, crisscrossing a small
streambed over a series of arched
wooden bridges. To the left, the trail
ascends upwards, flanking a large
open field and providing access to
a magnificent sheltered stupa gar-
den.

The central of the three walking
paths leads directly to the principal
feature of the park, the golden
Migyur Dorje Stupa. Towering 35
feet above a grassy clearing, the
large yellow stupa contains relics of
17th century teacher, Migyur Dorje,
and is believed to be an important
healing site. Convention dictates
that visitors circumnavigate the
stupa in a clockwise direction while
offering well wishes for all those
who are suffering.

The expansive hilltop space is
warm and inviting, surrounded by
tall black oaks and dusty green ce-
dars. Rough-hewn granite benches,
positioned at discreet distances
from the monument, offer quiet
places for contemplation.

In the thickly wooded area sur-
rounding the Migyur Dorje Stupa
are five other smaller stupas. Hid-
den away in tiny meditation gar-

dens sited at the four points of the
compass, each is embellished with
aged-bronze prayer wheels, stone
obelisques with crystals and color-
ful prayer flags. Presumed to be the
metaphysical “center” of the prop-
erty, the White Garden is accessed
by crossing a miniature creek over
a graceful arching bridge. In the
western direction, the Red Garden
symbolizes wisdom, while at the
southern end of the park the Yel-
low Garden is dedicated to gener-
osity and the purification of pride.
In the rear of the garden are the
Green and Blue Gardens, which
symbolize the purification of envy
and jealousy as well as “mirror wis-
dom,” or the quality of the imper-
turbable mind. The Blue Garden,
attained via a steep woodland trail,
marks the highest point in the park.

A short climb back up the north-
ern side of the property rewards the
visitor with an unobstructed view
across an expansive green meadow,
the sudden appearance of sunlight
reflecting like diamond shards
through the semi-bare trees. A short
left turn reveals the Stupa Garden,
a serene and meditative space com-
posed of a large yellow stupa
flanked by four smaller monuments
set in a flagstone terrace. As in ev-
ery other area of the garden, silence
governs, only occasionally inter-
rupted by the whistling of wind
through the leaves or the high-
pitched chirp of early spring birds.

Visitors complete the walk by
heading out up the meadow path
and turning left to close the loop
and arrive back at the original park
entrance clearing. If you’re still
looking for more, the Kunzang
Palyul Choling Temple is located
right across the street and offers a
24-hour spiritual refuge for quiet
contemplation.

The Peace Park is located at
18400 River Road, Poolesville, MD
20837. The park is open from dawn
to dusk.

http://www.tara.org/visit-us/
peace-park/

Take a Hike
Find Serenity in
rural Maryland’s
transcendent
Peace Park.

Peace Park
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Accidental
Architecture:
Depictions
Of Demolition

Photoworks Gallery and
Photography School in his-
toric Glen Echo Park presents
Accidental Architecture: De-
pictions of Demolition, a
photography exhibition by
Julie Miller. Between deliber-
ate architectural patterns and
a jumbled splatter of rubble
are the unpredictable forms of
a structure on its way down.
In her images of demolition
sites in the Washington, D.C.,
area, Julie Miller captures edi-
fices in their final hours. Some
remain proud, others become
mysterious or even whimsical.
Rather than gloomy depic-
tions of decay, these photos
reflect optimism—the old making way for the new—while providing a gentle re-
minder that just a few decades ago, each structure promised lasting appeal.  A
resident of Silver Spring, Miller took most of the demolition photos in D.C., Silver
Spring, and Rockville.

The exhibition runs May 3 - June 10, Saturdays, 1-4 p.m. and Sundays, 1-8 p.m.
(and anytime there is a class in the photography school); with a reception and
gallery talk on Friday, May 10, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Visit www.glenechophotoworks.org.

“Open Stairway,” by Julie Miller

Entertainment

Email community entertainment events
to almanac@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon. Photos and
artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
The Puppet Co. at Glen Echo Park has

announced its 2012-2013 season.
There are favorite fairytale
princesses, and a special guest artist
with a bilingual twist. 301-634-5380
or www.thepuppetco.org.
Cinderella, through June 9,
Thursdays and Fridays at 10 and
11:30 a.m. Saturdays and Sundays at
11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Flower Stakes. Choose from multiple
dates and learn how to use fused
glass to create flowers or garden
sticks. Through May 8, at VisArts,
155 Gibbs St., Rockville. $40. Visit
www.visartscenter.org or call 301-
315-8200.

Art Exhibit. Through Sunday, May 12,
see “Fletcher Mackey: Arc” at the
Gibbs Street Gallery. Free. Visit
www.visartscenter.org or call 301-
315-8200.

Art Exhibit. Through Sunday, May 12,
see “Mixtopias” at the Kaplan
Gallery. Free. Visit www.visarts
center.org or call 301-315-8200.

Theater Performance. See “James
and the Giant Peach” and “The Magic
Finger” at Imagination Stage, 4908
Auburn Ave., Bethesda. Through
Sunday, May 26. Best for children
ages 4-10. Tickets range between
$12-$25. Visit www.imagination
stage.org or 301-280-1660.

Art Exhibit. Through Monday, May 27,
see images of works by William
Gudenrath at Partnership Office
Gallery at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd. Free. Hours are 10
a.m.-6 p.m. Visit
www.glenechopark.org for more.

Art Exhibit. Through Monday, May 27,
see photographs of William
Gudenrath’s works at Ballroom
Annex at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd. He is a glassblower.
Free. Visit glenechopark.org.

Spectacular Saturday Fun. Every
Saturday through August there will
be a new media for a child to try at
VisArts, 155 Gibbs St., Rockville. Sign
up for one or for all, it is not a series.
Visit www.visartscenter.org or call
301-315-8200 to register for a class.

Group Bike Ride. Thursday nights
through September at 7 p.m. enjoy a
bike ride. Meet at Freshbikes
Bethesda store, 7626 Old
Georgetown Road. All abilities
welcome. Free. Visit www.fresh
bikescycling.com for more.

The Fresh Market is now a national
partner of Share Our Strength’s No
Kid Hungry campaign beginning this
spring. The Fresh Market will raise
funds and awareness for No Kid
Hungry starting this May. Beginning
May 1, customers will be able to
purchase two limited-edition reusable
shopping bags, with 50 percent of the
retail price going to No Kid Hungry.
From May 1 through May 19,
customers can make a donation to No
Kid Hungry by purchasing paper
cupcakes at The Fresh Market’s
checkout counters to show support
for this important cause.

ARTS8 is a group of eight talented
Artists in Residence at the Stone
Tower Gallery, Yellow Barn, Glen
Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Bvld.
They can be visited while working
and showing their art, during May
and June. Open to the public from
Tuesday to Sunday, noon-5 p.m. The
eight artists are Carolina Correa,
Eliot Feldman, Mariana Kastrinakis,
Sarna Marcus, Joan Mazer, Jan
Rowland, Felipe Sierra and Jill
Spearman. The art runs the gamut
from purely abstract to
representational. Visit
www.glenechopark.org/ARTS8.

MONDAYS THROUGH JUNE 17
Art Class. 7-9:30 p.m. at VisArts, 155

Gibbs St., Rockville. Work in oils or
acrylics to paint a series of still life
setups. $200 for eight-week class.
Visit www.visartscenter.org or call
301-315-8200.

THURSDAY/MAY 2
Spring Auction. 6:15 p.m. at

Congregation Har Shalom, 11510
Falls Road. Enjoy cocktails, dinner
and bid on items. $80/person. 301-
299-4602.

Free Thursday Concert. 6-8 p.m. at
Veterans Park, corner of Woodmont
and Norfolk Avenues, Bethesda. Hear
music from Joker’s Wild. Visit
www.bethesda.org or 301-215-6660.

Contra Sonic. 7:30 p.m. lessons start;
8:30 -11 p.m. dancing at Spanish
Ballroom at Glen Echo, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. $8/
nonmember; $6/FSGW member or
17 and under. Visit www.fsgw.org.

Blues Dance. 8:15 p.m. lessons start,
dancing from 9-11:30 p.m. in the
Ballroom Annex, 7300 MacArthur
Blvd., Glen Echo. $8. Capital Blues
presents the dances. Visit
www.capitalblues.org for more.

Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at the
Mansion at Strathmore, 10701
Rockville Pike. Chelsey Green returns
to perform a new work by composer
Robert Miller. $20. Visit
www.strathmore.org for more.

FRIDAY/MAY 3
Contra Dance. 7:30 p.m. lessons start;

8:30-11:30 p.m. dancing at Spanish
Ballroom at Glen Echo, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. Squirrel
Hunters provide music. $10/adult;
$5/17 and under. Visit
www.fridaynightdance.org for more.

Argentine Tango. 8 p.m.-midnight at
Bumper Car Pavilion, 7300
MacArthur Blvd. Tango Mercurio
Community Orchestra will provide
music. $15/person. Visit
www.glenechopark.org for more.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/MAY 3-5
Azalea Garden Festival. 10 a.m.-5

p.m. at Landon School, 6101 Wilson

Lane, Bethesda. Free. Visit
www.landon.net.

MAY 3 THROUGH JUNE 2
Musical. See “Big Nate” at Adventure

Theatre MTC, 7300 MacArthur Blvd.,
Glen Echo. $19. Visit
www.adventuretheatre-mtc.org or
301-634-2270 for showtimes.

SATURDAY/MAY 4
F.E.A.S.T. 7-10:30 p.m. at VisArts, 155

Gibbs St. Enjoy a dinner while
reviewing a series of project
proposals and conversing with the
artists behind each idea. $30. Buy
tickets at www.visartsatrockville.org/
feast.

Dare to Draw: The Watercolor
Edition. Children in grades K-2 can
enjoy a class at 9:30 a.m., children in
grades 3-5 at 11 a.m., can enjoy a
class at VisArts, 155 Gibbs St.,
Rockville. Visit
www.visartscenter.org or call 301-
315-8200 for pricing and to register.

Craft Fair. 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the
Potomac Community Center, 11315
Falls Road. Tables cost $30, proceeds
benefit the community center. Call
240-777-6960 for information.

An Evening with Strauss. Lessons at
8 p.m. with dancing from 9 p.m.-
midnight at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd. Hear music in the
style of Olde Vienna. Dancers will
enjoy refreshments, dance card, a
Grand March and are encouraged to
wear formal attire. $20/person. Visit
waltztimedances.org for more.

Family Day. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. at Glen
Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd.
Celebrate the opening of Dentzel
Carousel, enjoy performances, face
painting, stories and more. Free, but
carousel rides are $1.25. 301-634-
2222.

Swing Dance. 8 p.m.-midnight in the
Bumper Car Pavilion at Glen Echo
Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd. Live
music from Drew Nugent and the
Midnight Society. $16. All ages
welcome. Visit
www.thejamcellar.com for more.

Professional Development for
Musicians. 9:30 a.m.-2:45 p.m. at
Mansion at Strathmore, 10701
Rockville Pike. Enjoy seminars for



Potomac Almanac  ❖  May 1-7, 2013  ❖  9www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

NETWORKING EVENT!
Wednesday, May 8, 2013

4:00 PM – 6:00 PM

10710 Falls Road

Potomac, MD 20854

Cost: Potomac Chamber Members: $10.00

Non-Members: $15.00

Cash Bar available

NORMANDIE FARM IS GENEROUSLY PROVIDING

HORS D’OEUVRES FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT!

To reserve your place and/or for additional information,

Call the Potomac Chamber of Commerce:

301-299-2170

Or reserve your spot online at www.potomacchamber.org

R.S.V.P. by May 6, 2013

Bring your business cards and plenty of conversation!

If you would like to donate a door prize, please call

Jennifer at the Chamber office.

THE POTOMAC
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

in partnership with

Restaurant
invite you to a

To honor Mom on Mother’s
Day, send us your favorite snapshots
of you with your Mom and The
Potomac Almanac will publish them
in our Mother’s Day issue. Be sure
to include some information about
what’s going on in the photo, plus
your name and phone number and
town of residence. To e-mail digital
photos, send to:
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:

The Potomac Almanac,
“Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,”

1606 King St.,
Alexandria, VA 22314

Photo prints will be returned to
you if you include a stamped, self-
addressed envelope, but please
don’t send us anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”

musicians. $18/class. Visit www.strathmore.org
for a list of classes and to register.

MAY 4 THROUGH MAY 25
Art Exhibit. See a painting collection by Sayeh

Behnam, at 10116 Lloyd Road. It is an
exhibition of color, harmony and rhythm. Free.
202-276-9419 for hours.

MAY 4 THROUGH JUNE 13
Creative Crafts Council. Browse a crafty

collection featuring works by local artists. Free.
At Mansion at Strathmore, 10701 Rockville Pike.
Visit www.strathmore.org for more.

SUNDAY/MAY 5
Fun Fair and Silent Auction. Noon-3 p.m. at

11810 Falls Road. Enjoy carnival rides, live DJ,
food, arts and crafts and more. Free, but tickets
required for rides, games and food, which can
be purchased on site. Visit www.whcecc.org or
301-279-7505.

A Little Night Music Cabaret. 7:30 p.m. at
Congregation Har Shalom, 11510 Falls Road.
Listen to tenor David Merrill and soprano
Melissa Chavez sing selections from opera to
Broadway to popular music. $15/advance; $20/
door. Register at http://tinyurl.com/
MusicCabaret or call 301-765-2083.

Spring Concert. 3 p.m. at Bradley Hills
Presbyterian Church, 6601 Bradley Blvd.,
Bethesda. Encore Chorale will give a free
concert. Visit encorecreativity.org or 301-261-
5747.

Open House/Community Day. 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Potomac Horse Center open house and North
Potomac community day — a fun-filled day for
families, with tractor drawn hayrides, free horse
and pony rides for children, barn tours,
horseback riding demonstrations, moon bounce
and more. Free. Potomac Horse Center is located
at 14211 Quince Orchard Road, North Potomac.
Visit www.PotomacHorse.com or call 301-208-
0200.

Opening Reception. 1:30-3:30 p.m. at Glenview
Mansion Art Gallery, 603 Edmonston Drive,
Rockville. See works from Rockville Art League.
Free.

DJ Dance Party. 8-10 p.m. at McGinty’s Public
House, 911 Ellsworth Drive, Silver Spring. Free.
Visit www.gottaswing.com for more.

Argentine Tango. 8 p.m.-midnight at Ballroom
Annex, 7300 MacArthur Blvd. DJ Rene Davila
will mix the music. $15/person or $10/dance
only. Visit www.glenechopark.org for more.

Contra Dance. 7 p.m. lessons start; 7:30-10:30
p.m. dancing at Spanish Ballroom at Glen Echo,
7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. Squirrel
Hunters provide music. $13/nonmember; $10/
FSGW member; $5/17 and under. Visit
www.fsgw.org for more.

Dance Out for Jane. Irish dancers are holding
events and fundraisers for 7-year-old Irish
dancer Jane Richard of Dorchester, Mass., who
was injured during the Boston Marathon
bombing. Dancers will dance for tips, and a
portion of the sales will go to the fund. Visit
McGinty’s Public House, 911 Ellsworth Drive,
Silver Spring from 2:30-5:30 p.m. or P.
Brennan’s Irish Pub & Restaurant, 2910
Columbia Pike from 4-7 p.m. Visit
culkinschool.com/do4jdc for more.

Horse Center Open House. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. at
14211 Quince Orchard Road, North Potomac.
Enjoy a horse show, horse and pony rides, tours,
food and more. Free. Visit
www.potomachorse.com or 301-208-0200.

Opening Reception. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. see
“Working Small,” which includes works by
Potomac resident Paulette Baron, at
Congregation Har Shalom, 11510 Falls Road.
Free. 301-299-7087.

THROUGH MAY 5
Art Exhibit. See “Braugh Morrison: Cap Shots” at

the Common Ground Gallery at VisArts, 155
Gibbs St., Rockville. Free. Visit www.visarts
center.org or call 301-315-8200.

See Entertainment,  Page 11
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Brickyard
Educational Farm,
Ongoing Plans

By Sophia Maravell

Brickyard Educational
Farm piloted a successful
farm to school field trip
program in 2012 at no
cost to the county, school
system or tax payer. This
same experiential, farm-
based educational program could con-
tinue in 2013 to meet environmental lit-
eracy requirements to MCPS students un-
til, and if, the site is needed for future
developments.

The recent court ruling doesn’t have
any bearing one way or the other on
Brickyard Educational Farm, we are con-
tinuing with our course of action.

Currently Brickyard Educational Farm
is continuing to develop its curriculum
with the help of our teacher advisory
board, and plan to test it on a small gar-
den plot with campers, students and
teachers. We see no reason for the land
to be left vacant while we have a pro-
gram that could be up and running this
season at no cost to the school board that
would connect children with where their
food comes from.

We are continuing to build and develop
the program in preparation for a second
pilot year to fulfill our vision of environ-
mental literacy and farm-based educa-
tion for the children of Montgomery
County.

Brickyard Educational Farm has been
going into MCPS schools to lead interac-
tive activities and give presentations
about food and farming. We are build-
ing our vision by honing our in-class and
on-farm curriculum with the help of our
teacher advisory board, and we are build-
ing our program, organization and vision
in order to better collaborate with the
school board in the future.

As of right now, the property is not
being used. Instead of being left vacant,
this property could serve as a model pi-
lot program in the interim at no cost to
the county, school board, or tax payer
that could be replicated across the state
or nation. We see no purpose being
served in leaving the site abandoned
when we could be honoring the agricul-
ture heritage of the land and state by
utilizing this fertile organic soil solely for
educational purposes. Students not just
from Potomac Elementary School, but
any MCPS school would benefit from
Brickyard Educational Farm as it is lo-
cated within a ten mile radius of 67
MCPS schools, and three special schools
making field trips an easy commute.

Our vision remains to connect children
with where their food comes from
through on farm field trips, train the next
generation of beginning farmers through
our farm incubator program, continue
saving rare heirloom varieties of corn and
soybean seeds through our seed saving
program, and grow food for the local
schools through the farm to cafeteria pro-
gram.

News

From Page 3

keep public land from being used
for private commercial interests
instead of soccer fields for our
kids,” said Patrick Lacefield,
spokesperson for the county.

But Greenberg’s ruling faulted
the county and Board of Educa-
tion on several levels.

“The county’s actions — and the
Board [of Education]’s — resulted
in an enormous waste of private,
county and state resources,”
wrote Greenberg. “It is this court’s
opinion that Petitioner Maravell
was treated quite shabbily by
those responsible for passing the
resolution at issue.”

The Brickyard Coalition, a group of citi-
zens associations including West Montgom-
ery County Citizens Association, Citizens
Association of River Falls and Brickyard
Association, battled the county and Board
of Education for two years.

Curt Urhe, speaking for the Brickyard
Coalition, welcomed the court’s admonish-
ment of county and school board behavior.

“The court has pointedly told the county
and the BOE that their process was not
‘transparent’ and resulted in a huge waste
of unwarranted governmental expendi-
tures,” said Uhre. “It is our hope that the
BOE and the county will heed the court’s
findings and will follow an open and trans-
parent process in their future actions.”

THE BOARD’S POLICY COMMITTEE
will discuss “Guidelines for Leasing, Licens-
ing, or Using MCPS Property that is Being

Montgomery County’s Black Eye

Held as a Future School Site.” (Policy DNA,
Management of Board of Education Prop-
erty) at its May 10 meeting.

“Please keep in mind, this will not be a
conversation about the Brickyard property,”
said school spokesman Dana Tofig.

This topic is scheduled for 20 minutes of
discussion at the 1 p.m. meeting.

Pat O’Neill is chair of the policy commit-
tee and other members are Shirley
Brandman and Rebecca Smondrowski ac-
cording to the Board of Education website.

The Board of Education has 13 future
schools sites in inventory, totalling 211
acres. Sites in Potomac include Brickyard’s
20 acres for a future middle school and 10
acres at 9655 Kendale Road for a future el-
ementary school.

WHILE JUDGE GREENBERG includes in
his ruling a wish that the Brickyard site

might continue to serve as an or-
ganic farm, the school system has
no plans to act on a lease for the
site.

“It would be wonderful to con-
tinue to have an organic farm in
the heart of Potomac, and maybe
that will come to pass,”
Greenberg wrote. “For now, how-
ever, this tract of land belongs to
the Board of Education.”

“At this point, the property re-
mains a future school site and
there is no active lease for the
property,” said Tofig. “No future
plans have been discussed.”

Sophia Maravell, who oper-
ated the Brickyard Educational
Farm and has asked the Board

of Education to allow that to continue,
told West Montgomery County Citizens
Association last month that the organic
farm needs maintenance. Without plant-
ing cover crops and other organic farm-
ing routines, more than 30 years of or-
ganic farming are at risk. For example,
weeds that have been long vanquished
by organic methods on the site could re-
establish themselves, and it could take
several years to recover, Maravell said.

Meanwhile, MCPS has been discussing
the modernization of Potomac Elemen-
tary School, which now includes possi-
bly building a new school on the Brick-
yard site, although that would be several
years away.

The school system has scheduled a fi-
nal PTA and Community Presentation for
Wednesday, May 15 at 7 p.m., to be held
at the school at 10311 River Road.

Future school site?

From Page 3

Why county officials suddenly changed
their minds is unknown to the court. Peti-
tioner Maravell’s quest to remain on the
farm became a cause celebre, and even
Governor O’Malley publicly weighed in on
the issue. Perhaps the decision to abandon
the lease was a matter of political expedi-
ency, or maybe county officials read the ju-
dicial tea leaves and believed the county
would ultimately not prevail before the
court. It matters not; the county’s actions
— and the Board’s — resulted in an enor-
mous waste of private, county and state
resources. Whether the Board’s actions
when it met in closed session — conceded
by its attorneys to be in violation of the
Open Meetings Act — were lawful or not,
the entire episode left the oft-stated and
under-exercised notion of government
‘transparency’ with a black eye. To suggest,
however, that Petitioners are ipso facto en-
titled to attorneys’ fees under Md. Code
Ann., State Government 10-501, et seq., is
another matter entirely.

The Board raises valid arguments regard-
ing notice and waiver of the right to attor-
neys’ fees which are of concern, but the

court does not need to reach those issues,
nor the others set out in the Board’s re-
sponse.

At the end of the day, Petitioner Maravell
has no viable legal claim to continued oc-
cupancy of this tract. This has been empha-
sized by the court at every hearing held in
this case. His interest in pursuing this liti-
gation was for the purpose of renewing or
reinvigorating his expired lease, or gaining
negotiating position to do so. In that way,
he could continue to farm the school board’s
land at substantially below-market rental,
in a county where farmland is dwindling.
Petitioner Uhre’s interest piggybacks
Maravell’s, and it doesn’t take a jaundiced
observer to deduce that, perhaps under-
standably, the Petitioners had no desire to
see an influx of soccer players and parents
regularly invade their affluent Potomac
neighborhood.

It would be wonderful to continue to have
an organic farm in the heart of Potomac,
and maybe that will come to pass. For now,
however, this tract of land belongs to the
Board of Education. It is likely that some
day, in the not-too-distant future, a middle
school will sit on this site. There will be
automobiles and school buses, noisy ado-

lescents, outdoor tennis and basketball
courts, and lots of traffic.

Petitioners should not be awarded at-
torneys’ fees, which will ultimately be
paid by the taxpayers of this county, for
pursuing claims that were clearly per-
sonal to them and their immediate neigh-
bors. That petitioners incidentally as-
serted Open Meetings Act claims in their
quest to retain this property is not, in the
court’s view, sufficient reason to award
them counsel fees. Even assuming that
the Open Meetings Act was substantively
(and not merely technically) violated (a
finding that this court has not made), the
court is satisfied from its review of the
record that the diversion of public funds
to the Petitioners to pay their attorneys
is not reasonable under the circum-
stances.

Accordingly, it is this 19th day of April,
2012, by the Circuit Court for Montgom-
ery County, Maryland ordered, that Peti-
tioners’ request for attorneys’ fees are
denied.

Robert A. Greenberg, Judge

Circuit Court for Montgomery

County

Verbatim: In Judge’s Own Words



Potomac Almanac  ❖  May 1-7, 2013  ❖  11www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Retiring after 35 years serving the
Alexandria & Washington Metro Area
with honesty and integrity.

TAKE AN EXTRA - READER APPRECIATION
Alexandria Gazette
Mt. Vernon Gazette

Connection Newspapers20% OFF

53-72% Off

MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR INVENTORY
OF EXCLUSIVE HANDMADE RUGS

SOLD AT A FRACTION OF TRUE VALUE!

EVERYTHING
MUST GO!

WE WON’T BE
UNDERSOLD!

Final 4 Weeks

No Reasonable Offer Will Be Refused!

Extra

5% Discount
for Mon.-Fri.

Shoppers

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com and click on the “This Week in Real Estate” link.

OPEN HOUSES
IN POTOMAC

MAY 4 & 5

For an Open House Listing Form,
call Deb Funk at 703-778-9444 or e-mail

debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Monday at 3 P.M.

Bethesda (20817)
5828 Conway Rd..................$949,000..Sun 2-4..........Kay Beane....Long & Foster..301-215-6809

7420 Westlake Ter #1604.....$469,900..Sun 1-4........Eunice Chu..............RE/MAX..301-215-6809

Potomac (20854)
11225 River View Dr.........$2,295,000..Sun 1-4..Leslie Friedson....Long & Foster..301-455-4506

9804 Avenel Farm Dr ........ $1,359,000..Sun 1-4.........John Adler..Wash Fine Prop..202-274-4665

11421 Twining Ln ............. $1,299,000..Sun 1-4 ......Harriet Kline....Long & Foster..301-466-4066

12400 Beall Mountain Ln..$1,299,000..Sun 1-4.....Jackie Tillson....Long & Foster..301-807-6690

12432 Bacall Ln................$1,290,000..Sun 1-4............Pat Willa ....Long & Foster..301-219-2668

7708 Masters Dr .......................... TBD..Sun 1-4.....Adaline Neely..Wash Fine Prop..301-580-2214

Rockville (20850)
1015 Heritage Falls Ave........$719,900..Sun 1-4...........Paul Nam..............RE/MAX..301-299-1000

4 Radburn Ct........................$649,997..Sun 1-4..Leslie Friedson....Long & Foster..301-455-4506

From Page 9

Free Spring Concert. 3 p.m. at
Bradley Hills Presbyterian Church,
6601 Bradley Blvd., Bethesda. Encore
Chorale will perform. Visit
encorecreativity.org or 301-261-
5747.

MONDAY/MAY 6
Author Talk. 7 p.m. at Potomac

Library, 10101 Glenolden Drive.
Local author Mark Shriver will
discuss his book “A Good Man:
Rediscovering my Father, Sargent
Shriver.” Free.

Art Exhibit. 9 am.-4:30 p.m. at
Glenview Mansion Art Gallery, 603
Edmonston Drive, Rockville. See
works from Rockville Art League.
Free.

Jazz Singing 201. 7:30-9 p.m. at
Mansion at Strathmore, 10701
Rockville Pike. Build on basic skills.
$330 for six sessions. Visit
www.strathmore.org for more.

TUESDAY/MAY 7
Art Exhibit. 9 am.-9 p.m. at Glenview

Mansion Art Gallery, 603 Edmonston
Drive, Rockville. See works from
Rockville Art League. Free.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 8
Art Exhibit. 9 am.-4:30 p.m. at

Glenview Mansion Art Gallery, 603
Edmonston Drive, Rockville. See
works from Rockville Art League.
Free.

Pizza Night for McPaw. 4-9 p.m. at
Potomac Pizza, 9812 Falls Road.
Help raise money for a new animal
shelter. Tell the server that you want
to support them. Visit
www.mcpaw.org for more.

Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at the
Mansion at Strathmore, 10701
Rockville Pike. Sixteen-year-old Daisy
Castro will perform Gypsy jazz. $15.
Visit www.strathmore.org for more.

THURSDAY/MAY 9
Free Thursday Concert. 6-8 p.m. at

Veterans Park, corner of Woodmont
and Norfolk Avenues, Bethesda. Hear
Irish rock music from Lloyd Dobler
Effect. Visit www.bethesda.org or
301-215-6660.

Theater Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Herbert Hoover Middle School, 6300
Tilden Lane, Rockville. See “The
Pirates of Penzance” presented by the
middle school. $5 at the door. 301-
469-1010.

Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at the
Mansion at Strathmore, 10701
Rockville Pike. Mak Grgic performs.
$30. Visit www.strathmore.org.

FRIDAY/MAY 10
Bela Fleck and Marcus Roberts

Trio. 8 p.m. Fleck brings a brilliant
collaboration with one of today’s
most lauded jazz ensembles, with
Marcus Roberts on piano, Jason
Marsalis on drums and Rodney
Jordan on bass. The Music Center at
Strathmore 5301 Tuckerman Lane.
Visit www.strathmore.org.

Theater Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Herbert Hoover Middle School, 6300
Tilden Lane, Rockville. See “The
Pirates of Penzance” presented by the
middle school. $5 at the door. 301-
469-1010.

Opening Reception. 6:30-8:30 p.m.
see “Accidental Architecture:
Depictions of Demolition,” a
photography exhibit by Julie Miller at
Photoworks Gallery in Glen Echo
Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd. Visit

www.glenechophotoworks.org.

SATURDAY/MAY 11
Bethesda Fine Arts Festival. 10

a.m.-6 p.m. in downtown Bethesda.
Artists from around the country will
showcase painting, drawing,
photography and more. Will feature
entertainment, children’s activities
and more. Visit www.bethesda.org.

Grateful Shred VI. 9 a.m.-noon at
Clara Barton Community Center,
7425 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John.
Clean out old files and shred them.
$5/box of paper. 240-777-4910.

Theater Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Herbert Hoover Middle School, 6300
Tilden Lane, Rockville. See “The
Pirates of Penzance” presented by the
middle school. $5 at the door. 301-
469-1010.

Opening Reception. 3-7 p.m. see a
painting collection by Sayeh Behnam,
at 10116 Lloyd Road. It is an
exhibition of color, harmony and
rhythm. Free. RSVP to 202-276-9419.

Solar & Green Home Expo. 10 a.m.-
3 p.m. at Bethesda Green, 4825
Cordell Ave. Free event with
presentations, displays and more.
Visit www.bethesdagreen.org.

SUNDAY/MAY 12
Bethesda Fine Arts Festival. 10

a.m.-5 p.m. in downtown Bethesda.
Visit www.bethesda.org.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 15
Great Strides Event. 7 p.m. at

Bethesda Row through the Capital
Crescent Trail. Enjoy a fun 2-mile
walk to benefit Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation. Register at www.cff.org/
great_strides. Check-in starts at 6
p.m.

Entertainment
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To the Editor:
Two weeks ago I attended a meeting of

the Potomac Elementary School PTA and
other concerned residents of Potomac. The
topic of the meeting was the long-awaited
modernization of Potomac Elementary
School (PES). Four community meetings
had already been held to obtain commu-
nity feedback on the design options under
consideration by the school construction
division of the Montgomery County Public
Schools (MCPS). Then two more commu-
nity meetings were suddenly added to the
meeting roster in order to obtain feedback
on a new proposal — locating the new PES
on the Brickyard Road school site.

History and tradition alone would urge
keeping PES at its current location. The
Potomac Village goes back into the 19th
century, with the elementary school being
a force in the community for over 90 years.
Although the current school dates from the
1960s, its location has been a fundamental
fixture of the village’s footprint for many
decades.

Smart Growth dictates that density and
public services should be clustered and fo-
cused together. Facilities such as stores, li-
braries and schools — especially elemen-
tary schools — belong in close proximity.
People with children at PES do their errands
in the village after dropping children at the
school, on their way to pick up kids after
school, and as they come and go from vol-
unteering at the school. Its location is part
of the social and commercial fabric of the

village.
At the present location, the children can

take walkable field trips to the library. With
more sidewalks coming to the town center,
the current location is perfect for a Safe
Routes to School program to encourage
more children to walk and bike to school.
And parking! When there are big school
events and overflow parking, the lot at the
church next door and along the sides of
Gary Road provide needed excess capacity.

The current location can be reached by
public transit, being only a one block walk
from the T2 MetroBus stop. River Road al-
ready has turning lanes for traffic entering
the school, and the proposed rebuild op-
tions call for a second entrance/exit which
would certainly improve traffic conditions.

The current location (see the map at
http://gis.mcpsmd.org/ServiceAreaMaps/
PotomacES.pdf) is highly rational when you
look at a map of the area served by PES.
Most of the children come from the area
out River Road to the west of the Village.
The Brickyard location couldn’t be further
removed from the majority of these fami-
lies, and would increase the travel time for
many children attending the school, espe-
cially during the morning rush hour.
Potomac Village is already a bottleneck dur-
ing rush hour and would become worse
with lines of school buses stacked up at the
traffic lights in the village center. Using the
Brickyard site would also require a much
larger parking lot, the widening of Brick-
yard Road and the construction of addi-

tional turning lanes. These three require-
ments would boost construction costs and
probably push back the timeline for build-
ing.

Officials from MCPS acknowledged that
the only advantage to relocating PES to the
Brickyard site is that the children would be
able to continue at the present school while
the new school was under construction
rather than being bused to a holding school
during the year and a half that the mod-
ernization would require. Since this situa-
tion is endured by all MCPS students when
their schools undergo modernization, spar-
ing PES students the temporary inconve-
nience in order to create a school in a per-
manently inconvenient location makes no
sense at all.

Finally, common sense dictates not mov-
ing PES to the Brickyard site because the
Brickyard site is sized for a middle school.
Given the population growth that our
elected officials are forecasting and promot-
ing, it is entirely possible that later in the
current century the Churchill cluster will
need an additional middle school. If the
current PES site is “surplused” and put to
another use, and the Brickyard site is en-
cumbered by an elementary school, our
options for future educational facilities
growth will be severely restricted. Keeping
PES at its present site gives us greater flex-
ibility and resources to meet future needs.

I suggest that the Montgomery County
Board of Education return to the status quo
and resume leasing the Brickyard school site

for agriculture and related education. For
the past 30-plus years, this land has been
operated as an organic farm. Recently, the
Brickyard Educational Farm
(brickyardeducationalfarm.org.) added an
educational component that has been miss-
ing from our standard K-12 curriculum —
teaching children about where our food
comes from and how it is produced. In the
short time it was up and running, the farm
had more than 600 children visit on field
trips to learn and gain hands-on experience.
If it is permitted to resume its work, the
Brickyard Educational Farm will provide the
perfect setting for young people to learn
about a range of topics, including soil, wa-
ter, plants, composting, insects, seed sav-
ing, sustainable agriculture, organic food
production, health, and the interconnec-
tions between them. This land could be so
well used and benefit so many thousands
of young students. We can only hope that
those in charge of our educational system
will have the vision to enable this remark-
able group of young educators to continue
and expand on their work. If the Brickyard
Educational Farm continues to steward the
land until such time as it is needed for a
middle school, Montgomery County will be
a better place for one and all.

Potomac residents who wish to send their
own comments on the proposed modern-
ization of the elementary school should
email their thoughts to
James_R_Tokar@mcpsmd.org.

Peggy Dennis

What’s Next for the Brickyard Middle School Site?

Opinion

To the Editor:
An open letter to the Board of Education

and the community:
Recently, the Montgomery County Public

Schools (MCPS) decided to consider moving
the Potomac Elementary School (PES) to the
Brickyard site. On April 18, MCPS held the first
public meeting at the PES to consider this al-
ternative. Near the end of the meeting, the
MCPS staff took a poll of the approximately
40 people in attendance. When the MCPS staff
asked those favoring moving the PES to the
Brickyard site to raise their hand, not a single
hand was raised. Not a single person voted in
favor of moving Potomac Elementary School
(PES) from its present location to the proposed
Brickyard Road site.

Composed largely of concerned parents of
PES students, the approximately 40-member
audience strongly rejected moving the PES to
the Brickyard school site. As the BOE repre-
sentative acknowledged, the result suggests
firm opposition to the MCPS plans. The una-
nimity of the vote came as a surprise.

A few days later, the MCPS posted the min-
utes/notes for that meeting on the web site.
The meeting notes do not even mention that
such a poll was taken, much less the result —
the unanimous opposition to moving PES to
Brickyard. The failure to include the poll re-
sults in the notes of the meeting is troubling;
especially in light of the recent court order stat-
ing that the BOE needs to improve transpar-

Everyone Voted Against Moving PES to Brickyard
ency in dealing with the public. The measure of
public sentiment is a critical aspect of that meet-
ing and needs to be included in the public record
and not kept secret.

The Brickyard site is at the extreme south-
east corner of the PES service area, a long way
to drive for most of the PES families. Fear of
traffic, and the additional time it would require
each day to navigate through Potomac Village
at rush hour, was of concern to many attending
the meeting. It was also discovered that the
MCPS had failed to provide the required Notice
to adjoining property owners and most com-
munity organizations.

The BOE had unveiled a detailed drawing of
its design for a new school both at the current
location of PES and at Brickyard. The architects
were professional and engaging. But no one
seemed interested in moving the school. For the
parents, concerns about location trumped de-
sign. A new school should have been built 10
years ago. The existing PES is one of the oldest
school structures in the county. The MCPS
should be ashamed at the delays over the years
in building a new school.

Parents wanted a new school, but at the
present location in Potomac. We ask that the
MCPS work with the PES community to build
that school as quickly as possible. Further de-
lay will not be tolerated.

Charles Doran
Brickyard Coalition
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Potomac Village Deli Catering

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner Catering

301•299•5770
www.potomacvillagedeli.com

      Home of Your
Corporate & Residential
Catering Headquarters

Serving the
Community

for over
35 Years

By Marilyn Campbell

The Almanac

A
manda Shipe presses the palms of her hands
into the back of one of her students. The
student’s body forms a triangle, her head

dangling upside down, the balls of her feet squeez-
ing against the coarseness of the yoga mat beneath
her. Shipe’s touch sends the student’s sitting bones
skyward.

“[This] is called ‘downward facing dog.’ We do a
lot of hands on alignment in our yoga classes to make
sure students are doing their asanas [postures] cor-
rectly,” said Shipe, who runs Mind Your Body Oasis
yoga studio in Arlington, Va.

Shipe and other area yoga studio directors are
welcoming new students into their doors this week
as part of the eighth annual D.C. Yoga Week, an ef-
fort by the Washington-area community of yogis to
raise awareness about the practice.

Participating yoga studios are
offering free and $5 classes along
with discounts on merchandise
and workshops. The weeklong
event began April 26 and culmi-
nates with Yoga on the Mall, an
outdoor yoga class of more than
1,000 yoga enthusiasts of all skill
levels that will be held this Sun-
day, May 5, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

“There are a lot of people who are afraid to take
yoga. Some people have a misconstrued perception
of what yoga is. This week they can take a class with-
out making a large investment and become more
familiar with yoga,” said Dawn Curtis of East Meets
West Yoga Center in Vienna, Va.

Shipe believes rampant misinformation fuels the
trepidation that keeps some people at bay. “There
are so many fears about yoga and so much talk out
there in social media,” said Shipe. “This event will
raise awareness about how great yoga is for your

mind, body and spirit. It will bring new people into
yoga classes and remind people that yoga is pretty
mainstream and very available at many studios.”

Jatin P. Ambegaonkar, Ph.D., an associate profes-
sor in George Mason University’s College of Educa-
tion and Human Development in Fairfax, Va., says
the week-long focus on yoga is an opportunity to
educate those who are unfamiliar with the practice.

“Scientific evidence has shown that the clear ben-
efits of yoga include a sense of relaxation, a sense of
well-being, a sense of cardiovascular wellness and
musculoskeletal wellness,” said Ambegaonkar, who
lives in Centreville, Va. “The problem with yoga is
that in the last eight to 10 years, there have been a
lot of hybrids that have branched out from the origi-
nal Indian art form of yoga, like power yoga and hot
yoga, that are somewhat of a fad.”

Ambegaonkar added that while such popular forms
of yoga are not necessarily harmful, more research
is needed. He also offered a caveat. “One of the ba-
sic tenets of yoga is the focus on the body and recog-
nizing it as being a temple,” he said. “People who
practice yoga regularly know when they have reached
their limit.”

According to its co-founder, Annie Mahon of Circle
Yoga in Washington, D.C., Yoga Week began as a way
to expand the yoga community and increase cohe-
siveness. “One goal is to make yoga accessible to a
wider audience,” she said. “We’d like to be able to
do more community-based yoga, like therapeutic

yoga and support yoga in differ-
ent areas of the [region]. We want
to create more community in the
yoga world.”

“Yoga week really encapsulates
what yoga is about, which is com-
munity, togetherness and unity,”
said Sara VanderGoot of Mind the
Mat in Alexandria and Arlington,
Va.  “The word yoga itself means

unity. We’re all part of the same whole and yoga week
embodies that truth.”

Freddy Margolis of Village Yoga in Potomac, plans
to join Yoga on the Mall. He also hopes D.C. Yoga
week will unite local yogis.

“The D.C. area has one of the strongest yoga com-
munities in the country,” he said. “People get wor-
ried about their own studios, but it’s nice for us all
to come together and have a nice day out on the
Mall.” For more information about D.C. Yoga Week,
Yoga on the Mall or to find a list of participating
studios, visit http://dccy.org/.

Amanda
Shipe, of Mind
Your Body
Oasis yoga
studio in
Arlington,
assists a
student with a
downward
facing dog
yoga pose.
Mind Your
Body Oasis is
one of several
area studios
offering free
and $5 classes
during D.C.
Yoga Week.

Yoga Week Comes to the Area
Local effort offers
budding yogis a chance
to improve their minds,
bodies and spirits with
free or $5 classes.

D.C. Yoga Week
Runs through May 5
For more information and a list

of participating studios, visit
http://dccy.org/.
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ClassifiedClassified
Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Monday Noon • 301-983-1900

Country Land Deal 

2+ AC - $27,777
Park-like hardwood setting close to 22,000 acre 

state forest. Set along a quiet country rd, yet 

close to everything! Beautiful building site - 

must see. Excellent low-rate financing. Call now 

1-800-888-1262

9 Land 9 Land

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.compotomacalmanac.com

Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Monday Noon • 301-983-1900

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

GGAARRDDEENNEERR
Energetic gardener, 

Speaks French & English.
Fall Cleanup, weeding, planting, edging, 

mulching, maintenance. 
Excellent Potomac references.

301-980-8258

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

3rd Generation Masonry Company
Family Owned & Operated Since the 1950s

MASONRY SPECIALIST, LLC
For All of Your Masonry Needs

Custom Design, Installation, Repairs & Restoration

Go to www.masonryspecialist.com for ideas, pictures & coupons!
All Work Guaranteed - Licensed & Fully Insured

Class A License #VA2705087240A

BRICK - FIELDSTONE
FLAGSTONE - CONCRETE

703-443-2308

EP Henry & Belgard Pavers
Patios, Walkways, Driveways, Retaining & Decorative Walls

MASONRY MASONRY

It wasn’t exactly “Executive Clemency.”
There was no call from the Governor at
11:59 p.m. There was simply an enthusi-
astic greeting from my oncologist at 10:10
this morning supported by a widely-grin-
ning, crinkle-eyed smile. When you’re sit-
ting in an oncologist’s office anxiously
awaiting the results of your most recent
CT Scan, there’s nothing more uplifting –
especially for a “terminal” patient, one
who could be characterized as living on
borrowed time, considering my original
prognosis in February 2009: “13 months
to two years” – and life-affirming, than
good news, make that great news, from
the doctor that figuratively speaking,
holds your life in the palm of his hands
(actually, it’s digital imagery on a com-
puter screen).

And so I’ve received another reprieve,
not because of any petitions I’ve written
or had signed, but presumably due to
changes in my diet and lifestyle that have
contributed to a healthier mind and body.
Not that I have the keys to the kingdom –
so to speak, but my oncologist was
extremely complimentary – and reassur-
ing, in an indirect kind of way when he
said, in response to one of my questions:
“Whatever you’re doing, keep doing it.
And if I knew what you were doing, I’d
tell all my patients to do it. You’re doing
really, really good.” (Yes, he used two
“reallys.”) This was news (words) with
which – as I’m fond of saying, I could
live. Duh!

Moreover, for a stage IV, non-small cell
lung cancer patient who was originally
advised to “maybe take that vacation
you’ve always dreamed of” by this same
oncologist after he delivered the heart-
stopping, jaw-dropping, life-ending diag-
nosis/prognosis four-plus years ago,
receiving this kind encouragement (inex-
plicable almost and not typical) is as good
as it gets. Not that I’m still living to spite
him or prove him wrong, hardly; I’m just
happy to be a success story for all con-
cerned. And to be honest – and selfish,
making my oncologist happy makes me
happy, and I need to be happy. I’m proud
to be his patient and prouder still to have
persevered the way I have and not given
in or up. To rework a quote from “Forest,
Forest Gump”: Cancer is what cancer
does: it’s a killer.

Apparently, not in all cases; at least not
yet, anyway. I’m living proof (living being
the operative word) of that. Still, as those
of us living this cancer nightmare know,
there are no guarantees, only definite
maybes; which to quote Hubert H.
Humphrey, the 38th Vice President of the
United States, “I’m pleased as punch” to
continue to receive, realistically under-
standing my situation.

No one said this cancer thing was
going to be easy and other than watching
Game Six of the 1986 World Series
between my beloved Boston Red Sox and
the hated New York Mets, specifically the
10th inning, it’s been the most difficult
thing I’ve ever had to endure. In fact,
“easy” is the absolute last word I’d use to
describe it.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE
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EmploymentEmployment
Zone 5: Potomac

Ad Deadline: Tuesday 11 a.m. • 301-983-1900

Recamarera de Hotel
3 meses de experiencia de hoteles 

prefericia. Poder trabajar los fines  de 
semana. La oficina: 2799 Jefferson Davis 

Hwy Arlington, VA 22202
Oficina: 301-267-0996

Porfavor traigan sus documentos de 
Trabajar

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Advertising Sales
Work part-time in and near your home office

Enjoy commissions and flexible hours
Great opportunity for outside sales person to work primarily

in and near your home. Use relationship selling to create and
expand community print and internet advertising campaigns to
local businesses for Connection Newspapers, Northern Virginia’s
best-read community newspapers and websites.

Keep productivity high and commuting low while working
close to home. After a short training period, travel to our Old
Town Alexandria headquarters and production facility required
only once or twice a week during off-peak
traffic hours. Call 703-778-9431 for details.

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne
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Sports

Churchill Boys’ Lax
Remains Undefeated

The Churchill boys’ lacrosse team im-
proved to 11-0 with a 17-3 victory against
Springbrook on Monday.

The defending 4A/3A West region cham-
pion Bulldogs have outscored their oppo-
nents 192-63 this season. As of Tuesday,
Laxpower.com ranked Churchill as the No.
2 public school team in the state of Mary-
land behind Westminster, and the No. 12
team in the region.

Churchill will close the regular season

with home games against Quince Orchard
on Friday, May 3, and Watkins Mill on Mon-
day, May 6. Each game starts at 5:15 p.m.

Whitman Baseball
Having Strong Season

The Whitman baseball program gradu-
ated 11 seniors, including standouts
Michael Flack and Ryan McGill, from its
2012 team that finished 17-3 and advanced
to the 4A West region championship game,
where the Vikings lost to Northwest in an
extra-inning affair.

Yet, one year later, Whitman entered
Tuesday’s rematch with Northwest sporting
a 12-2 record and riding a five-game win-
ning streak.

On April 27, Whitman defeated Paint
Branch 10-0 in five innings. Pitcher Alex
Cladouhos tossed a four-hit shutout and five
Vikings had multiple hits.

Whitman’s Drew Aherne went 3-for-4 at
the place with a run and an RBI. Nick Bode
went 2-for-2 with two RBIs and Andrew
Castagnetti was 2-for-4 with a run and three
RBIs. Dylan Haynes went 2-for-3 with two
runs and Max Vogel finished 2-for-3 with
two runs and two RBIs.

Ben Castagnetti, Dan Duffy and Michael
Yang each had one hit for the Vikings.

Whitman has also been winning despite the
loss of head coach Joe Cassidy, who resigned
for personal reasons during the season,
Whitman Athletic Director Andy Wetzel con-
firmed. The Washington Post reported Cassidy
stepped down on April 12 when the Vikings
were 7-1, and assistant coach Pat Skellchock
took over interim coaching duties.

Whitman was scheduled to face North-
west on Tuesday, April 30, after The
Almanac’s deadline. The Vikings will travel
to face Clarksburg at 3:30 p.m. on Thurs-
day, May 2.

Sports

Briefs

Whitman’s Ben Castagnetti prepares to tag out a Paint Branch runner at
second base on Saturday.

Whitman’s Dylan Hayes went 2-for-3 with a pair of runs against Paint
Branch on Saturday.

Whitman’s
Drew Aherne

had three hits
against Paint

Branch on
Saturday.

Whitman’s
Alex Cladouhos
pitched a four-
hit shutout
against Paint
Branch on
Saturday.
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Potomac Almanac Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

See www.potomacalmanac.com
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