Alexandria

HomeLifeStyle

Gazette Packet

Page 19

25 Cents

July 11, 2013

Serving Alexandria for over 200 years • A Connection Newspaper

Is Takeover
Constitutional?
Alexandria officials consider
legal challenge to Educational
Opportunities Institution.
By Michael Lee Pope
Gazette Packet

s Republican Gov. Bob
McDonnell’s effort to take
over Jefferson-Houston
School constitutional?
That’s a question that could
make its way to the courts soon as
Alexandria leaders consider
whether or not to bring a legal
challenge to the Educational Opportunities Institution, the
governor’s landmark education
reform effort to takeover troubled
schools. The only school in Northern Virginia with test scores constantly low enough to qualify for
a state takeover is Jefferson-Hous-

I

ton School, which has failed to
meet accreditation standards 10
out of the last 11 years. Now, as
the potential takeover date of fall
2014 approaches, City Council
members and School Board members met this week behind closed
doors in an executive session to
discuss the possibilities.
“One of the justifications for a
lawsuit could be slowing down the
implementation for this thing so
there can be some clarity to how
all this is going to play out,” said
Del. Rob Krupicka (D-45), who
was not involved in the joint executive session. “The legal issues
See Takeover, Page 27

Politics in the E.R.
McAullife launches healthcare
platform at Inova Alexandria Hospital.
By Michael Lee Pope
The Connection

emocratic candidate for
governor Terry McAuliffe
found himself in the
emergency room this week, but it
wasn’t because of a medical emergency. The former chairman of the
Democratic National Committee
was touring Alexandria Inova Hospital to launch his healthcare plat-

D

form in his race for governor
against Republican Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli — who sued
the federal government as a protest against Affordable Care Act.
“This is a win-win,” McAuliffe
said,
“These
types
of
commonsense policies, which
have been supported by Republican and Democratic governors
See Launching, Page 7
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Portraying a member of the 1st Virginia Regiment, Constantine Gojnycz works on a
powder horn during the Revolutionary War Camp reenactment on Saturday afternoon, July 6, at the Carlyle House.
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Week in Alexandria

Estranged and Injured
What happens when you mix raw emotions and firearms? Sometimes people get injured.
Such was the case this week on Holmes Run Parkway, where a
35-year-old man went to the house where he once lived to pick
up personal items from his estranged wife. According to the Alexandria Police Department, he was shot shortly before 7 a.m.
Wednesday morning. Police say he was flown to Inova Fairfax
Hospital, where he was listed in critical condition after being shot
at least once in the stomach.
“There were multiple shots fired,” said Lt. Mark Bergin. “Not
to be too grim about this, but he had blood all over him so we
weren’t about to determine exactly how many wounds he had.”
The man was taken to Polk Elementary School, where a Medevac
helicopter was waiting. From there, he was flown to Inova Fairfax
Hospital, which has a Level 1 trauma center. Meanwhile a 23year-old male who was visiting the home Wednesday morning
was treated on the scene for a gunshot wound to the hand before
being interviewed by detectives and eventually transported to
Inova Alexandria Hospital for further medical treatment.
“We’re still investigating to determine the cause,” said Bergin.

French high
school students Pierre
Salvi, Paul
Lefevre, Lise
Mourtier and
Mathilde
Tremen
celebrate
Independence Day
with their
Alexandrian
hosts at Fort
Myer in
Arlington.

Mixed Economic Picture
The hand that gives also takes away.
That’s the story with Alexandria’s economy in recent months,
according to the city’s most recent financial report. The number
of new construction permits is 433 percent higher this year compared to last year, and their value is 69 percent more. Budget
officials say this represents the first year-over-year increase in
permit values of the year. The number of multi-family construction permits is 61 percent higher than last year, and their average
value is 32 percent more. That represents the first year-over-year
increase since September 2012.
That’s the good news. The bad news is that city leaders are
always waiting for the other shoe to drop.
“Staff recommends cautious optimism as the second quarter
2013 office vacancy data to be released in July could diminish
the positive impact of these changes,” wrote City Manager
Rashad Young.

Mark Your Calendars
Summer is here, and it’s a great time to learn about the history
of Alexandria.
First, there’s the Community Open House at the Alexandria Black
History Museum slated for July 20 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. The
event will feature a discussion of prominent African-Americans in
Alexandria with Living Legends founder Nina Tisara as well as
several Living Legends board members. It will also feature a book
signing for “African Americans of Alexandria, Virginia: Beacons of
Light in the Twentieth Century,” a new book written by Char
McCargo Bah, Christa Watters, Audrey Davis, Gwendolyn
Brown-Henderson and James Henson. Proceeds from the
sale of this book benefit the Alexandria Black History Museum.
Next, there’s the celebration of Harry Potter’s birthday at the
Alexandria Apothecary Museum on July 31 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Visitors will learn about uses for Dragon’s Blood, Unicorn Root
and Mandrake Root as they encounter real-world apothecary counterparts to the world of Harry Pottter. For 141 years, the StablerLeadbeater Apothecary offered a variety of potions that were
mixed and sold as “cure-alls” in their time. Entrance fee is $6 per
person at the door.
Then there’s Tavern Day, scheduled for Aug. 3 at Gadsby’s Tavern. The free open house will invite guests into Alexandria’s fivestar hotel of the 18th century, a place where George Washington celebrated his birthday and Thomas Jefferson celebrated
his inauguration. This year, Tavern Day will highlight 18th century science experiments by Project Enlightenment, McLean High
School’s reenactment society.
And don’t forget about Friendship Firehouse Festival on Aug.
4. The annual festival, organized by the Friendship Veterans Fire
Engine Association, features antique firefighting equipment, craft
booths, displays by Alexandria merchants and live music. Children will receive free fire helmets and will be treated to a supervised visit inside a city’s firetrucks.
— Michael Lee Pope
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Exchange of Independence
Sister city high school exchange focuses on culture,
national independence days.
By Montie Martin
Gazette Packet

he U.S. and France have deep historic connections. The French provided assistance
during the American War of Independence, and the Americans played a vital
role in the liberation of occupied France during
WWII. In an effort to deepen ties of friendship, Alexandria and her French sister city Caen have restarted
a month-long high school exchange program with a
focus on cultural understanding.
For two weeks, Alexandria families opened their
homes to French friends, and exposed an American Shanley Kirk, Raymond Tunon and Alyona
way of life unfamiliar to many Europeans. From bas- Brooker will represent Alexandria during
ketball games at city recreation centers to chipmunks a two-week high school exchange while
in backyards, French teenagers from Caen discov- abroad in the French sister city of Caen.
ered exotic aspects of America
many people in Alexandria
junior high school student from
would find mundane.
Caen. “I learned about the
“It was an eye opener for
American way of life; it’s a difthem, and an eye opener for
ferent lifestyle. I think Amerius,” said Paula Lader, an Alexcans are more friendly than we
andria resident who hosted
say in Europe; they are open to
two of the French teenagers
different cultures. I didn’t realduring the two-week exize this before the trip.”
change. “We were worried they
The Alexandria sister city rewould be bored going to a
lationship with Caen was estabbaseball game, but they loved
lished in the 1970s when Mayor
it, and the boys went wild over
— Paul Lefevre, a junior high Charles Beatley visited the capichipmunks.”
tal of Normandy as a pilot. Culschool student from Caen tural exchange was viewed as
The program included a busy
itinerary highlighting Ameria way to foster peace and build
can life, and included trips to shopping malls, a tour connections, and remains at the center of the relaof the Mount Vernon Estate, jogs along the Potomac tionship.
River, museum visits, and basketball games at recreAnnual college level exchanges take place every
ation centers.
July, in which the Alexandria and Caen city halls of
“We don’t have recreation centers; I practiced more
See Exchange, Page 9
basketball here than in France,” said Paul Lefevre, a

T

“I think Americans are
more friendly than we
say in Europe; they are
open to different
cultures. I didn’t realize
this before the trip.”
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Del Ray

JUST LISTED
Alexandria
$750,000
11 N Floyd Street. Tranquil, beautifully renovated
home. Great kitchen & Baths! Lovely outdoor space
w/tiered deck. 5BR/4BA. Finished LL. Convenient
location!
Sue Feinthel 703-819-1964

Alexandria

$389,900

1130 Valley Drive. Must see the fantastic renovation in this rare 3
bedroom Parkfairfax home—truly the best kitchen in the neighborhood! In addition to the amazing kitchen and bath, the home
features fresh paint throughout, new lighting, new baseboard
heaters, gorgeous parquet wood floors and a backyard view
overlooking nothing but trees! Plus walk to Shirlington!

Jeremy Stewart 703-879-4131

Del Ray

OPEN SUNDAY
Alexandria/Mount Vernon

5904 Mount Eagle Drive #111. Easy stress-free condo living, with a
single family feel, in resort-like Montebello. Hard-to-find private brick
patio for gardening or relaxing. Spacious bedroom plus den, 1.5 baths,
newly renovated with stainless steel appliances, ceramic, carpet, paint,
lighting. Next to community center w/loads of amenities. Shuttle to
Metro, minutes to Alex. Details at 5904mounteagledr111.com.

Cindy Baggett 703-593-1418 • Leslie Rodriguez 703-400-3010

OPEN SUNDAY

Bobi Bomar
Gretchen Wilkinson
703-597-8089

Del Ray

OPEN SUNDAY
Fairfax Station

Cary Garcia 703-505-9513

COMING SOON

JUST LISTED
Alexandria

$247,500

1024 Valley Drive. Welcome home to this renovated Jefferson Model—
largest 1 bedroom in Parkfairfax! Home features a great kitchen with 42 in.
white cabinets, loads of counter space & newer appliances plus lovely
bath, new AC unit, fresh paint throughout, warm parquet wood floors,
replacement windows, washer/dryer in unit, attic for storage & much
more! Plus walk to Shirlington!

Jeremy Stewart 703-879-4131

$449,000

508 E. Howell Avenue.
2 Bed/1 Bath, Charming
Del Ray townhome.
Short stroll to Braddock
Road Metro, shops &
restaurants on Mount
Vernon Avenue.
More Info:
www.HomesofAlexandria.com

$949,000

7808 Manor House Drive. Beautiful Cape Cod on 5 acres
w/gorgeous landscaped grounds w/swimming pool. 3 bedrooms,
3 baths, elegant moldings, hdwd floors. Great room w/view of
pool. New slate patio. Owner’s suite w/fireplace and sitting room.
Rec. room w/full kitchen and bar. Car lover’s garage w/all the
extras. Country living just minutes to the city.

COMING SOON

Bobi Bomar
Gretchen Wilkinson
703-597-8089

$564,900

422 E. Nelson Ave. 3
Bed/2 Bath, Del Ray
Townhome Features
Detached Garage,
Updated Open Kitchen,
Finished Walk-Out
Lower Level With Newly
Added Full Bath. Short
Stroll to Metro, Grocery
and Pharmacy. More
Info:
www.HomesofAlexandria.com

$230,000

$499,000

503 E Bellefonte Ave.
2 Bed/2 Bath, Spacious
end unit townhome
adjacent to lovely park
and just steps to shops,
restaurants & weekend
farmers market on Del
Ray’s Mount Vernon Ave.
More Info:
www.HomesofAlexandria.com

Bobi Bomar
Gretchen Wilkinson
703-597-8089

Alexandria

$959,000

6212 Tally Ho Lane. Renovated and Expanded. Wonderful and Fun
home for entertaining. 5 BR, 4 full BA and 3 Wood-Burning Fireplaces.
Hardwood floors! Updated appliances in Kitchen, 5-star oven. Lightfilled Family and Living room with fireplace. Professionally landscaped
yard with multiple levels of lights, automated irrigation, an Outside
Kitchen including Monogram direct gas Grill and refrigerator…

Gary Chute 703-371-9926

Kingstowne $448,900

Alexandria

$825,000

417 South Lee Street. GREAT STREET, GREAT PRICE WAY UNDER
ASSESSED VALUE ** 2 Blocks from the Waterfront and Lee Street
Park! Enjoy all that Old Town offers. Semi Detached home on
sought-after Lee Street Block, Original Hardwood Floors,
Numerous Built-ins, Side And Rear Gardens, Southern exposure
provides plenty of light! * One Year HMS Warranty.

Gary Chute 703-371-9926
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OPEN SUNDAY

5901 High Meadow
Road. 3 Bed+Den/3.5
Baths, Spacious end unit
townhome in Runnymeade
neighborhood with main
level hardwoods, master
bedroom suite with loft,
fully finished lower level
family room, den, 3rd full
bath & laundry/storage.
Two large decks for
entertaining. Convenient
to Kingstowne shops,
restaurants, theatres
& more.
www.HomesofAlexandria.com
Bobi Bomar • Ellen Hunt
703-328-9430

OPEN SUNDAY
Mount Vernon

$449,900

3700 Woodley Ave. Have vision? Transform this 4 bedroom/3 bath house
into your dream home with some sweat equity. A country kitchen with door to
deck. Sited on a .53 acre wooded lot with an oversized garage containing
workshop area & finished attic space. Walk to Woodley Elementary, MV High
School & the Rec Center. Plenty of driveway space for multiple cars. So close
to Ft. Belvoir & the Mount Vernon Estate. Call today for your private tour.

Joni Koons 703-209-7277 • Greg Koons 703-209-7678
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People

Fun Dog Fitness
Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet

Portraying camp followers, Allison and Sandra Sedgwick
work on sewing tasks in the shade of a tent at the reenactment at the Carlyle House.
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Awesome daily small group adventures in fresh air
& open spaces for puppies to seniors. Includes pickup/drop-off. Please call for free consultation!
Linda at 703-650-5115 • www.fundogfitness.com
Lacey Villiva as Sarah
Carlyle Herbert welcomes
guests in the parlor of the
Carlyle House.

1776 at the Carlyle House
olonel John Carlyle and members of his
family welcomed visitors to their home as
troops from the 1st Virginia Regiment set
up camp and performed drills on the front lawn on
Saturday afternoon, July 6. The family was celebrating the recent news from Philadelphia that a declaration of independence had been signed.

Turn unwanted valuables into CA$H!
Powerful eBay selling for households and businesses
Single Items • Full Liquidations • Buy-outs

C

Drop off or call for a pick-up...we’ll do the rest!

ezauctioning.com
1320 Prince St., Alexandria, VA 22314 • 703.778.6440

Daniel Kippenham portrays John Carlyle’s
(Charles Aldrich) son George William
Carlyle.

SALE!

Nathan Sedgwick joins friends
in the 1st Virginia Regiment
camp during Saturday’s reenactment at the Carlyle House.

Summer Apparel
30-75% Off!
Shoes & Sandals
Further Reduced
Now up to
75% Off!
Making way for
Fall — Hurry In!
All Sales Final

kiskadee
Susan Hellman, the newly selected historic site administrator for the Carlyle House, greets visitors with Colonel
John Carlyle (Charles Aldrich) outside the gates of the
18th century home.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

2205 Mount Vernon Avenue in the Heart of Del Ray
Charles Aldrich appears as
the “Old Colonel” John
Carlyle.

703-549-0813 • www.kiskadeeshop.com
Mon–Sat 10–5 pm • Thurs nights until 7 • Sunday 12–5 pm
Like us on Facebook
• Look for us on Alexandria Stylebook!
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News

City To Host National Road Racing Championships
The course will include
Del Ray, Old Town.
By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet
Photo courtesy Alexandria Police Foundation

lite runners from around the
world will take to the streets of
Alexandria Nov. 17 when the city
hosts the .US National Road Racing Championships, a 12-kilometer race that
will serve as the finale to the USA Running
Circuit series.
“We are very proud to host America’s best
runners in Alexandria, as well as celebrate
the many members of our local community
who run for sport, fitness and fun,” said
Mayor Bill Euille at a July 2 press conference in Market Square announcing the race.
“Alexandria is home to outstanding running
routes and trails and is a frequent setting
for some of the region’s favorite road races.
We look forward to sharing our beautiful
city with runners from across the country.”
USA Track & Field’s Jill Geer officially
announced the selection of Alexandria as
the location of the race nearly five months
after the creation of the inaugural event.
Only athletes who have finished in the top
10 at USARC events will be eligible for part
of the $100,000 prize purse, with $20,000

E

Jim Rogers, Neustar vice president of marketing, announces details of
the new USATF race to be held Nov. 17 in Alexandria at a press conference July 2 at Market Square. Looking on are Police Foundation chairman Willem Polak, Mayor Bill Euille and APD Deputy Chief Blaine Corle.
going to the top male and female finishers.
“When we were planning the launch of
the road race, we had three key objectives,”
said Geer, who attended the press confer-
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ence on behalf of USATF. “We wanted to
provide a race that welcomed road racers,
joggers and professional athletes alike, to
host it in a location with a robust commu-

nity and to have the location be a ‘destination’ and a showcase for this national championship. We look forward to November.”
The race will be webcast on
www.USATF.TV and include a 12-kilometer
community division, 5km family run and
children’s fun run. The event will begin and
end at Oronoco Bay Park and feature a
course that will take runners through the
streets of Old Town and Del Ray.
Partnering with USATF on the race is the
Alexandria Police Foundation, which will
serve as the community outreach liaison and
volunteer recruiter, and Pacers Events,
which is managing local planning, logistics
and promotion. The Alexandria Police Foundation currently is raising funds to build a
police memorial at police headquarters to
honor officers who have given their lives to
protect the community.
“We are thrilled to be part of this press
conference and appreciate the plaudits from
Mayor Euille on the foundation and the
work that we do,” said Willem Polak, chairman of the board of the Alexandria Police
Foundation. “It’s a real honor for us to be
part of this national race.”
Presenting sponsor of the race is Neustar,
an information and analytics company
based in Northern Virginia that provides
domain name registry services for the .US
See Road Racing, Page 12
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News
Launching Healthcare Platform

On the Campaign Trail

Taking Notes

alike, are what
the Commonwealth needs to
grow
our
economy and create more opportunities for Virginians now and
in future generations.”
McAuliffe calls
his platform “A
Healthier, Stronger Virginia,” a
plan to expand
Medicaid and im- Terry McAuliffe greets patient care director of Inova
proving commu- Alexandria’s Twig Surgical Center Valerie Murphy on a
nity care through tour through the hospital with hospital CEO Christine
expanded mental Candio on Monday afternoon.
health services,
veteran’s health services and disability care. haps 10 or 20 years from now. If the fedOutgoing Republican Gov. Bob McDonnell eral government fails to pay for most of the
is opposed to Medicaid expansion, although program, opponents say, Virginia taxpayers
he opened the door to the possibility as part could be stuck with a bill that could bankof a vote-swapping operation with Senate rupt the state.
Democrats to secure a landmark transpor“Let’s say hypothetically down the road,
tation package. Now a commission is inves- the federal government totally reneges on
tigating whether or not the commonwealth their commitment,” said McAuliffe. “That
can afford expanding Medicaid to 400,000 day, as governor if it happens under my
uninsured Virginians, although the panel is term, I call the General Assembly back in
not expected to make a recommendation and say we’re ending our part of the prountil after the election. Meanwhile Repub- gram too because they didn’t honor their
licans say expansion could bankrupt Vir- deal.”
ginia 10 or 20 years from now if the federal
government fails to pay for 90 percent of EXPANSION OF MEDICAID was one of
the program.
the key provisions of the Affordable Care
“I think that’s just fluff on the part of the Act when it was originally signed by Obama
Republicans,” said Alexandria Mayor Bill in 2009. But the U.S. Supreme Court ruled
Euille, who welcomed McAulifffe to the hos- that each state would have to decide
pital Monday afternoon. “Four hundred whether or not to expand the program,
thousand folks in Virginia are going to be which offers health insurance to the poor
added healthcare rolls and receive the ben- and disabled. Earlier this year, a commisefits, and 33,000 jobs are going to be cre- sion was appointed to determine whether
ated.”
or not Virginia meets a set of guidelines created by the General Assembly. That means
THE POLITICS of healthcare have become the next governor will take office during a
one of the hottest issues in the campaign, critical moment, a time when the expanand one of the starkest points of distinction sion could move forward or grind to a halt.
between the candidates. Cuccinelli crafted
“Medicaid is the fastest growing and most
a national reputation for himself by launch- out-of-control part of the Virginia general
ing a lawsuit against the Affordable Care fund budget, and it’s filled with waste, fraud
Act. Now he’s ready to take the issue to the and abuse,” said Nix. “It is not a good course
voters, gambling that opposition to Presi- to expand such a tenuous system, particudent Barack Obama’s healthcare reform will larly when it would require tax increases
help secure a victory in November.
under virtually all circumstances.”
“When it comes to healthcare reform genDemocrats argue that expanding Medicerally, Virginians are rightfully concerned aid would not only offer healthcare to the
aboutºtheºfact that Terry McAuliffe not only uninsured, but it would also be good for
supported Obamacare, he even favored the job growth and economic prosperity. One
public option,” said Anna Nix, press secre- of the arguments they make in favor of extary for Cuccinelli. “A growing chorus of panding the program is that Virginia taxVirginia businesses are opposed to the law payers will be paying into the system rebecause of itsºjob-crushingºmandates, costs gardless of whether or not the state particiand regulations.”
pates. McAuliffe says failure to participate
As it’s currently written, the Affordable would be money down the drain.
Care Act says the federal government will
“Twenty-nine states have already agreed
pay for 100 percent of the Medicaid expan- to accept it. Very conservative Republican
sion for the first three years. After that, governors in Florida and Arizona and MichiUncle Sam will pick up the tab for 90 per- gan and Ohio have agreed to accept it. Ken
cent of the program. Republicans say they Cuccinelli is out of the mainstream of Virfear what will happen down the line, per- ginia.”

Former Democratic National Committee Chairman Terry McAuliffe is not the
standard candidate for higher office. McAuliffe, who is running for governor,
visited Inova Alexandria Hospital this week to launch his healthcare platform. It
was basically a standard rolling photo-op, involving the candidate meeting
several of the hospital’s senior officials. What was not standard was the reporter’s
notebook the candidate carried around with him, taking detailed notes along the
way.
“He carries it with him everywhere he goes,” said Josh Schwerin, press
secretary for the Democratic candidate.
McAuliffe asks a lot of questions, and he takes a lot of notes. One of his favorite
questions, which he posed to several people at the hospital, is what they would
do if they were governor. Inova Alexandria CEO Christine Candio gave a
pretty standard answer about expanding Medicaid and ensuring a “smooth
transition” for the Affordable Care Act. But when McAuliffe posed the question to
patient care director Valerie Murphy, he got a different kind of answer.
“I’d pay nurses more,” she said without missing a beat.
McAullife jotted the answer down in his notebook, then moved on to the next
stop on the tour.
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From Page 1

On the Firing Line
When the General Assembly session began earlier this year, the nation was still
reeling from the school shooting in Connecticut in which 20 children and six
adults were gunned down at Sandy Hook Elementary School. A number of guncontrol efforts were introduced as legislators gathered in Richmond, most of
which were unsuccessful.
One of the efforts that failed was House Bill 2263, which was introduced by
Del. Rob Krupicka (D-45). The bill allowed law-enforcement officials to
temporarily seize guns and ammunition of individuals who expressed an intent to
inflict death or serious injury. The bill was promptly dispatched to a subcommittee, where it died an unceremonious death.
“My bill wasn’t perfect,” acknowledged Krupicka. “And I’m looking at some
alternative approaches to bring forward in the future.”
Now the effort has become a political issue on the campaign trail. Independent
candidate Jeffrey Engle has criticized the effort as an unconstitutional threat to
the right to bear arms in Virginia.
“Authorizing police to go and seize weapons of law-abiding citizens without
them having committed a crime really pushes hard against the Bill of Rights,”
said Engle. “I have a lot of concerns about directly attaching a criminal liability to
an individual for something that’s not actually a crime.”
Krupicka defended the bill as an effort to respond to a growing crisis.
“We require a background check for someone before they buy a gun to prove
they don’t have mental illness, but what happens if the mental illness happens
after you buy the gun?” asked Krupicka. “If you can’t buy a gun when you have a
mental illness, why is it that you can continue to possess one if you get it later?”

Challenging the Record
Democrats feel pretty confident that they will be able to win the lieutenant
governor’s race against conservative black evangelist E.W. Jackson, who has
compared Planned Parenthood to the Ku Klux Klan and called gays sexually
twisted. But the other down-ballot race is more vexing.
Democrats have not been able to win an election for attorney general since Del.
Mary Sue Terry (D-10) beat Republican candidate W.R. O’Brien, a former
University of Richmond football star who represented Virginia Beach in the
House of Delegates. This year the race for attorney general features state Sen.
Mark Obenshain (R-26) versus state Sen. Mark Herring (D-33). Will
Democrats be able to break the losing streak of the past six election cycles?
“Herring has been able to win in Loudoun County, which is a real swing area,”
said state Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-30). “And the voting record of his opponent is
not something that’s in the mainstream of Virginia.”
As an example, Ebbin cited Obenshain’s bill that would have required women
to report miscarriages to authorities within 24 hours. He also said Democrats
would challenge the Republican’s opposition to funding for Planned Parenthood
and opposition for Medicaid expansion.
“Mark Herring has also worked hard for rail to Dulles,” said Ebbin. “That’s
pretty popular in Northern Virginia.”
— Michael Lee Pope
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Contestants line up for the three-legged race at the annual Rosemont Fourth of July picnic.

Rosemont Celebrates 4th of July
ore than 50 years ago, Rosemont resident Owen Malone together with then
president of the Rosemont Citizens Association and now retired Judge Daniel
O’Flaherty began the tradition of a celebration of life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness with a festival for
the entire neighborhood with a pet show followed by a
bike parade, a baby beauty judging contest, lunch from
the grill, sack races, three-legged races, the egg spoon
races and more.
On Thursday afternoon, more than 100 families joined
in the fun and festivities to celebrate the Fourth of July.
Winners in the races included Alex Heckel in the sack
race, children Alex and Matthew Heckel and adults Leah
Valtin-Erwin and Elena Bischak in the three-legged race,
Briget Baron came in first with the egg spoon race and
Campbell Pilskner and Michael Powell won the water
balloon toss. The Frisbee toss was a tie.
Harry Springer judged the animals in the pet parade
and awards were: Pork Chop - Best name, Dexter Bobbie
- Best Accessories, Josie - Most Experienced, Bolt - Most
Energetic, Fannie - America’s Sweetheart, Rudy - Best
Dressed, Brooklyn - Most Patriotic, Topsail - Best Tail
wag, Sammie - Best Trick and Lola - Lady Godiva.

M

Delaney Partridge and Fenton Heckel patiently wait for
hotdogs to arrive at the annual neighborhood picnic

Leah Valtin-Erwin and Elena Bischak
clear the finish line first in the threelegged race laughing all the way.
Resa and her husband,
retired Judge Daniel
O’Flaherty, visit the annual
picnic in Rosemont for the
Fourth of July celebration.

Savannah Purdy charms the
judge at the Baby Beauty
contest.

Luke Wazorko and Jack Lynch work up the sand in the
infield at the playground in the field at the Maury School.
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The Derogatis family presents Graceyn to the Baby
Beauty Judge.

Princess of Rosemont,
Genevieve Claussen, is
greeted by Kay O’Flaherty.

Sloane Davis introduces
herself to Baby Beauty
Judge Bill Shultze.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Exchange of Independence
From Page 3

Alexandrians Celebrate D-Day
In addition to youth exchange programs, the AlexandriaCaen Sister City Committee has made D-Day a flag ship event
honoring the Allied liberation of France and the rest of Europe during WWII.
“The D-Day celebration is a community-wide event,” said
Jennie Reading, committee chair. The 69th anniversary of DDay was held in Market Square on June 6, and organizers
estimated a crowd of 100 turned out to see vintage military
hardware and historic re-enactors.
For more information about the Alexandria-Caen sister city
relationship visit: alexandriacaen.wordpress.com.
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fer a month-long internship program. Although the
sister city relationship with Caen operates at an official level headed by city officials, a committee of
Alexandrian Francophiles also plays a role in fostering international ties.
The Alexandria-Caen Sister City Committee operates as an independent organization, and in 2012
the committee was approached by their French counterparts with a proposal to re-establish exchanges at
a high school level.
“The high school exchange first came from parent
interest, but the scope is teens staying with other
teens,” said Jeannie Reading, chair of the Alexandria-Caen Sister City Committee. “It’s an outlet for
people to mingle, so we’re starting it up again. We
did it in the summer so the French could be here on
July 4, and the Americans could be in France for
Bastille Day on July 14. Being able to hit both those
national holidays is pretty exciting.”

The level of American patriotism in Alexandria
during the Independence Day celebrations was a surprise to Mathilde Tremen, a junior in high school in
Caen. “I didn’t know Americans were such patriots;
everyone is attached to the flag,” said Tremen. “We
also have fireworks in France, it’s a symbol of revolution and we celebrate the same way for Bastille Day.”
Other memorable moments the French teenagers
encountered during their stay included an array of
new tastes and American cuisine. “Our guest tried a
lot of things she had never tasted, like peanut butter,” said Shanely Kirk, a student at Minnie Howard
who will be departing for France on July 11. “She
was excited about a lot of things we find normal.”
Americans who took part in the previous high
school exchange program maintain the experience
was formative, and opened a world of possibilities
for the future. Carlos Ferrufino, a recent T.C. Williams High School graduate, decided to take a gap
year and study the French language and culture
through total immersion at a boarding school in Caen
following his experience.
“Ever since I learned about France I tried to think
from their point of view. Before I took part in the
program I thought people in France wore black and
white striped shirts and smoked cigarettes, but really not so many do that. My host did eat a baguette
every morning though,” said Ferrufino. “The high
school exchange program is an opportunity to live
in another country, and experience another culture.
Two weeks was not enough, I want to become fluent
in French and I need at least a year. This program
has really changed my life.”

Americans students Carlos Ferrufino, Raymond Tunon,
Alyona Brooker and Shanley Kirk say “au revoir” to their
French peers Baptiste Pimont, Juliette Gauchard, AnneCecile Leconte, Pierre Berceron, Jean Blazec, Paul
Lefevre, Pierre Salvi, Lise Mourtier and Mathilde Tremen
at a farewell BBQ held Saturday, July 6. Kirk, Tunon and
Brooker will travel to Normandy and the French sister
city of Caen for a two-week stay beginning July 11.
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Opinion
More Than Disclosure Needed
Time for limits on campaign contributions as well.
t least until after November’s elec- Voters can look up who is giving money and
tion, most candidates in Virginia draw their own conclusions. How could it hurt
seem to think that there should be if the details are all out in the open?
Discovering that the system is entirely selfsome reform to Virginia’s campaign
finance and disclosure rules. At least it seems regulated with no independent auditor, no ethlikely that most will support expanding disclo- ics commission and no penalties for failing to
sure rules to require disclosure of gifts to im- report gifts or contributions should give voters some pause.
mediate family members as well as
candidates/officials.
Consider that only four states, inEditorials cluding
Virginia, have no limits on conUp until recent news reports about
tributions. Most states have limits; for
gifts to family members of Gov. Bob
McDonnell, almost all elected officials would example, in Maryland, individuals can give
defend Virginia’s notoriously unregulated sys- $4,000 to any one candidate and $10,000 totem of allowing candidates and elected offi- tal in a four-year election cycle.
cials to take unlimited amounts of money and
unlimited gifts from anyone or any company
at all. Because Virginia has such strict disclosure requirements, elected officials seem to
The Pet Gazette will publish July 24. Send
think that it’s OK to be awash in all that money. us your photos by July 18.

A

Pet Gazette

We invite you to send us stories about your
pets, photos of you and/or your family with
your cats, dogs, hamsters, snakes, lizards,
frogs, rabbits, or whatever other creatures
share your life with you.
Tell us the story of a special bond between a
child and a dog, the story of how you came to
adopt your pet, or examples of amazing feats
of your creatures. Do you volunteer at an animal shelter or therapeutic riding center or take
your pet to visit people in a nursing home?
Tell us about your experience. You can also take
this opportunity to memorialize a pet you have
lost.
Send photos and identify everyone in the
photo including the pets and tell us what is
happening in the photo, and include your address (we will only print the town name).
Email gazette@connectionnewspapers,com,
or submit photos and stories directly on our
website at www.connectionnewspapers.com/
pets/.

Letters to the Editor

A Reputation
For Safety
To the Editor:
In Michael Pope’s recent article,
“Bike to the Future,” there was a
comment about “younger and less
confident bicyclists, who wanted
to avoid getting run over by a

DASH bus.”
Alexandria Transit Company
(ATC) management and bus operators understand the challenges
involving buses and bikes sharing
the road, and their training is thorough to address these issues.
DASH takes the safety of its passengers, as well as, cyclists, pedestrians, and other vehicles very se-

riously, as all transportation modes
need to share the Alexandria
streets. DASH has had an outstanding safety record over its history. It has received safety awards
and recognitions statewide and
nationally by the Commonwealth
of Virginia, the American Public
Transportation
Association
(APTA), and has been honored as

Leadership Challenge

a recipient of the Governor’s Safety
Award. DASH bus operators go
through rigorous training and attend monthly safety meetings,
where issues involving pedestrian
and bike safety are highlighted.
DASH also conducts safety awareness programs focused on defensive driving and stresses pedestrian and bike safety, as well.
Buses are 30,000-pound vehicles that operate on narrow and
often times, congested streets.
DASH operators are trained to
drive defensively, to have patience,
and to share the road. Over the
past 29 years, DASH has built a
strong reputation for providing
safe and courteous service to our
community.
Sandy Modell
CEO/General Manager
Alexandria Transit (DASH)

Photo Contributed

Citizen’s Review
Board Needed

Twenty Army JROTC cadets from T.C. Williams High School attended this year’s
Army JROTC Cadet Leadership Challenge at Fort A.P. Hill, Va. TC cadets train with
approximately 500 other cadets from 47 high schools from Virginia and North
Carolina. Highlights of the six-day training period included a confidence course,
rappelling, map reading, drill and sporting activities. The following TC cadets
participated: Kimberly Alvarez, William Berry, Emily Dickerson, Taj Etherly, Francisco Flores, Gaby Flores, Anthony Fowlkes, Antonio Garcia, Callum Jaffe, Garvin
Kiggundu, Alex Lazo, Joseph McKenna, Jennifer Medina, Marcus Pitt, Devin
Shanahan, Lena Strm, Alexander Thorpe, Brian Vaughn, Jasmine Walker, and
Alexander Whidden. Cadets receiving recognition in the top 10 percent performance included: Alvarez, G. Flores, F. Flores, Fowlkes, Jaffe, Medina and Strom.
Cadets who received special recognition included: G. Flores - 1st Place Knock Out
Drills, and Fowlkes - 3rd Place Knock Out Drills.

To the Editor:
Regarding your report on Commonwealth Attorney Randy
Sengel’s findings into the shooting
of Taft Sellers [Alexandria Gazette
Packet, July 4]: It seems to be
straightforward enough, but it
causes me to question whether one
local law enforcement official (the
commonwealth attorney) should
be investigating the fatal shooting
of a citizen by other local law enforcement officials (Alexandria
police officers).
This seems to me like too much
inside baseball.
Could not the city create a
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News

Church Awards Grants to Five Nonprofits
Westminster Presbyterian Church, a North Ridge landmark church founded in 1940 with
a commitment to local mission work, awarded $23,037 in new grants to five Alexandria
charitable organizations: Carpenter’s Shelter — $4,275 for three commercial washers.
Carpenter’s Shelter has done an energy study and found that they can significantly
reduce water and electric costs by replacing their old machines; Casa Chirilagua —
$4,784 for a STEM education program in LEGO robotics for Hispanic middle-schoolers
in their after-school programs; Lazarus Ministry at St. Paul’s - $4,978 for upgrading
their database to improve their emergency assistance to the poor in Alexandria and to
help connect them to other programs that may help them; Senior Services — $4,000 for
purchase of computers to effectively administer their programs, including Meals on
Wheels, Friendly Visitor and the Resource Center; and Together We Bake, a program at
Guest House — $5,000 to purchase educational materials for students to become certified in food preparation and therefore better equipped to find jobs.
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News

Road Racing Championships
From Page 6
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top level domain, the official
country code for the United
States.
“Neustar is thrilled to support
the .US National Road Race
Championships,” said Jim
Rogers, vice president of marketing of Enterprise Services at
Neustar. “Alexandria is the ideal
place to promote the power of
America’s top level domain to the
running community with this
one-of-a-kind race in our own
backyard and just a few miles
from our nation’s capital.”
Elite athletes currently qualified for the race include Olympic medalists Deena Kastor, Meb
Keflezighi, Shalane Flanagan and
Leo Manzano. Desiree Davila,
Shannon Rowbury, Matt
Tegenkamp
and
Abdi
Abdirahman are also eligible to
participate.
For more information on the
.US National Road Racing Championships,
visit
nationalroadracingchampionships.us.
For information on the Alexandria Police Foundation, visit
alexandriapolicefoundation.org.

The 12-km course will run through the streets of Old
Town and Del Ray.
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Opinion
2 LOCATIONS: SPRINGFIELD & DULLES/STERLING • JULY 11–15

SHOW INFO

5 DAYS ONLY!
PREMIER GOLD, SILVER &
COIN ASSOCIATION
WHAT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC TO
SELL THEIR VALUABLES
WHERE SPRINGFIELD, VA
COMFORT INN –
SPRINGFIELD
6560 Loisdale Court
(Highway 95/644 Exit 170)
703-922-9000
DULLES/STERLING, VA
HAMPTON INN
DULLES/CASCADES
46331 McClellan Way
(Route 7 east of Route 28
across from Target)

KENNEDY HALF DOLLAR
PRE 1970 UP TO $500*

WHEAT BACK CENT
UP TO $1,500*

BUFFALO NICKEL
UP TO $1,800*

ROOSEVELT DIME
1964 & OLDER

Four Local Charities Honored
BARBER HALF DOLLAR
UP TO $6,750*

WALKING LIBERTY HALF
UP TO $4,700*

and MON 10AM–5PM
MORGAN DOLLAR
UP TO $100,000*

DIRECTIONS: 567-202-6031

MERCURY DIME
UP TO $3,600*

FRANKLIN HALF DOLLAR
UP TO $3,500*

WASHINGTON QUARTER
1964 & OLDER UP TO $400*

GOLD COINS
UP TO $300,000*

Dulles/Sterling, VA Hampton Inn
46331 McClellan Way

—George
Borrow

SPRINGFIELD
MALL

Spring
Mall Rd.

Frontier
Dr.

Lo
is
Rd dal
. e

Springfield, VA Comfort Inn
6560 Loisdale Ct.
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PRE-1970 MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS
COIN COLLECTIONS
POCKET & WRIST
WATCHES
ANTIQUE FIREARMS
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Two
great
talkers
will not
travel
far
together.

WE ALSO
PURCHASE

567-202-6031

he Catalogue for Philanthropy:
Greater Washington recently
announced the charities selected to be featured in the
2013-14 Catalogue. More than 200 applications were evaluated by a panel of more
than 100 expert reviewers from area foundations, corporate giving programs, and
peer non-profits. Senior Services of Alexandria and four other Alexandria-based
non-profits are included
in the list of the 73 outSenior
nonprofits to be
Services of standing
featured in print this year.
Alexandria
“Senior Services of Alexandria is honored to be
included in the 2013/2014 Catalogue for
its work on behalf of Alexandria’s senior
population, said Gregory Murphy, president
of SSA’s board of directors. We will continue
to work diligently to provide programs and
services that will foster independence and
self sufficiency, enabling seniors within the
city of Alexandria to age with dignity.”
The other Alexandria non-profits selected
are: Carpenters Shelter, which provides a
safe haven for individuals and families
needing a temporary home; Computer
C.O.R.E., a workforce development program
that transforms lives by teaching technological education; and Emerging Scholars,
which motivates underserved students to
thrive throughout their educational journey

Pot
Viewomac
Rd.

Bring in All Coins to Have Them Evaluated!

*This amount depends upon rarity, condition
and what collectors are willing to pay.

By Mary Lee Anderson
Director of the Resource Center for
Senior Services of Alexandria

WHEN JULY 11th – JULY 15th
THURS thru SUN 10AM–7PM

BRAIDED HAIR LARGE CENT
UP TO $3,800*

Photo Contributed

WHO

From left: Mary Lee
Anderson, SSA’s
director of the Resource Center;
Lynnwood G.
Campbell, CPA,
member of SSA’s
board of directors,
and Donna Walker
James, SSA’s development director, holding a copy of the
city’s proclamation.

Lee
sbu
rg
Pik
Rt.
e
7

to become effective citizens and leaders.
On June 25, Mayor Bill Euille, on behalf
of the Alexandria City Council, highlighted
this honor for the city, and issued a formal
proclamation which states that the Catalogue for Philanthropy, its founder Barbara
Harman, and all of its supporters are appreciated by the citizens of Alexandria and
the people who benefit from these small
nonprofits.
The Catalogue for Philanthropy was created in 2003 to instill passion, awareness
and respect for philanthropy. It serves as a
vehicle to promote charitable giving by the
public and private sector. Its focus is on
small charities — those that typically have
important missions with meaningful results
for their clients.
From traditional, direct mail catalogues,
to innovative online portals, to special
events and social media, the Catalogue’s
goal is to build networks of engaged donors and great nonprofits that will make a
difference in new ways, on their terms. It
also provides charities with a stamp of approval that tells donors they can invest with
confidence. Print copies of the Catalogue
will be mailed this fall in November and
will be available of their website at
www.cfp-dc.org.
“Charities were selected for excellence,
cost-effectiveness, and impact” said Barbara
Harman, president and editor of the Catalogue for Philanthropy: Greater Washington. These are certainly among the best
community-based nonprofits in the Washington region.”
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Alexandria REAL ESTATE
Top Sales in May 2013

1

Photos by Louise Krafft/The Connection

In May 2013, 278 Alexandria homes
sold between $1,753,491-$85,500.

4

112 Madison Place — $1,400,000

6

329 Pitt Street North — $1,200,,000

211 North View Terrace — $1,753,491

© Google Map data

5
3

4

9

1

11
8

10 226 Lee
Street South —
$1,129,000

6

10
7

7 323 Lee Street South
— $1,185,000

2
Address .............................. BR FB HB ... Postal City ....... Sold Price .... Type ........ Lot AC . PostalCode .... Subdivision ...... Date Sold

1 211 NORTH VIEW TER .......... 6 .. 4 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,753,491 .... Detached ...... 0.14 ....... 22301 ......... ROSEMONT .......... 05/31/13
2 25 KEITHS LN ...................... 3 .. 3 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,600,000 .... Townhouse ... 0.03 ....... 22314 ...... FORDS LANDING ...... 05/07/13
3 2407 KING ST ....................... 5 .. 4 . 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,451,000 .... Detached ...... 0.41 ....... 22301 ......... ROSEMONT .......... 05/09/13
4 112 MADISON PL ................. 3 .. 4 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,400,000 .... Townhouse ... 0.04 ....... 22314 .......... RIVERGATE .......... 05/17/13
5 4004 SHARP PL .................... 5 .. 4 . 3 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,350,000 .... Detached ...... 0.38 ....... 22304 ..... SEMINARY RIDGE ...... 05/28/13
6 329 PITT ST N ...................... 4 .. 3 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,200,000 .... Townhouse ... 0.03 ....... 22314 .......... PITT MEWS .......... 05/30/13
7 323 LEE ST S ........................ 3 .. 2 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,185,000 .... Detached ...... 0.04 ....... 22314 .......... OLD TOWN .......... 05/03/13
8 812 CAMERON ST ................ 3 .. 3 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,165,000 .... Townhouse ... 0.03 ....... 22314 ..... CHURCH SQUARE ..... 05/03/13
9 109 WALNUT ST E ................ 4 .. 3 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,150,644 .... Detached ...... 0.10 ....... 22301 ......... ROSEMONT .......... 05/24/13
10 226 LEE ST S ........................ 3 .. 2 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,129,000 .... Detached ...... 0.03 ....... 22314 .......... OLD TOWN .......... 05/23/13
11 204 COMMONWEALTH AVE .. 4 .. 3 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,075,000 .... Detached ...... 0.14 ....... 22301 ......... ROSEMONT .......... 05/31/13
11

204 Commonwealth Avenue — $1,075,000
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HomeLifeStyle
Safeguarding Jewelry During Summer Vacations
By Marilyn Campbell
Gazette Packet

enzie Campbell left her home recently for a week-long trip to care
for her ailing father. While she
was away, her Northern Virginia
home was burglarized, and in addition to a
flat-screen television and an iMac computer,
the thieves got away with all of her jewelry.
“I could care less about the television and
the computer,” she said. “But they took a
Cartier ring that I bought during a family
trip to Paris, my grandmother’s wedding
ring and almost all of the gemstone jewelry
that my mother had given me, like a pair of
denim sapphire earrings, which were my
birthstone,” she said. “It is heartbreaking,
not because of the monetary value, but because of the sentimental value.”
Summer is a time when many go on vacation and leave their homes unattended.
In fact, according to the FBI, more burglaries occur during summer months than any
other time of the year. The U.S. Department
of Justice further reports that an American
home is broken into about every 15 seconds.
However, experts say there are simple precautions the average person can implement
to safeguard valuable jewelry from potential burglaries.
“A jewelry box is the worst place to store
valuable jewelry,” said jeweler and gold-

K

Marilyn Campbell/Gazette Packet

Experts offer simple
safety suggestions for
protecting valuables.

A jewelry box
that is kept in
a bedroom is
one of the
least safe
places for
storing valuable jewelry.

smith George Kaufmann of Robert Bernard
Jewelers in Potomac, Md. “A jewelry box is
an invitation for a crook. Essentially, you’re
packaging all your valuables in one obvious place and making it easy for a crook to
take.”
In fact, the Jewelers’ Security Alliance, a
nonprofit trade association that provides
crime prevention information, advises
homeowners not to store their most precious jewelry in a bedroom or jewelry box.
Statistically, it’s the first place a burglar will
look.
Campbell says that was her experience.
“The burglars never went into my bathroom,” she said. “They took all of the jewelry from drawers in my bedroom.”
Diversion safes are clever options for hiding valuables. “There are a lot of items out
there like books that are not really books
but spaces for valuables or picture frames
that are really security for jewelry,” said
Robin Wagner, an associate professor of interior design at Marymount University in

Arlington. There are even safes disguised
as household food containers complete with
barcoded wrappers, as well as decorative,
wax candles that are made with interior
metal storage compartments.
Kauffman says certain pieces of furniture
also work well for hiding jewelry. “I had a
client who has a piece of furniture that was
an antique and it had a secret drawer that
rotated,” he said. “It was something that
nobody would ever find.”
He also recalls a clever hiding place from
his childhood home. “When I was a kid, my
mother wanted a vanity, so she took shelves
out of the linen closet and made a little
dressing table. It was deeper than what she
needed, so she hid valuables in the shelves
that were hidden. Every home has some
kind of nook and cranny where you can hide
valuable jewelry. Unless a crook has time
to spend hours combing through your
home, these usually work.”
It’s also a good idea to consider adding
covert jewelry storage spaces, such as those

suggested by Kauffman, during a home remodeling project. Unfortunately, Bob
Gallagher of Sun Design Remodeling in
Burke said, “It is not something that people
are thinking of when they go into a remodeling project. Clients don’t bring it up often. People want to remain hopeful that they
aren’t going to be a victim.”
However, says Gallagher, jewelry storage
is not a complicated process during a construction project. “You build a safe into the
actual construction project, inside the framing of the house. Sometimes people ask for
safes to be recessed into a closet so people
can’t walk away with it, and you could hang
a picture over the safe to cover it.”
Fairfax resident Susan Hergenrather, an
assistant professor of interior design at
Marymount University agrees, offering a
caveat about traditional safes. “You can buy
a safe, but if it is one that can be picked up
and taken out, it is not much good.”
Knowing the value of your jewelry is another component of safeguarding it. “You have
to have it tested to determine whether the
stones are real and [to] determine their quality,” said Kauffman. “Sometimes a ring might
be stamped 14k gold, but that doesn’t guarantee that it is real. Have jewelry appraised
and that will tell exactly what you have.”
Valuable pieces of jewelry should be insured through one’s homeowner’s insurance
policy, say experts. “If something is really
valuable and irreplaceable, keep it in a safe
deposit box at the bank,” said Hergenrather.
“Keep a photo and written inventory of your
valuables and put that in the safe deposit
box. That way if something is stolen, you
have an accurate record.”

Building a Classic Jewelry Wardrobe
By Marilyn Campbell
Gazette Packet

rom monogrammed pendants to
leather wrap bracelets, a dizzying
array of jewelry is on the market.
Determining how to spend money wisely
and still look stylish can be tricky, but fortunately local experts are here to help.
Local jewelers and style experts say one
way to get the most for your money when
buying jewelry is investing in classic pieces
that stand the test of time.
“A classic is a piece that you can wear
every day of your life and still look fashionable,” said Janice G. Ellinwood, department
chair of fashion design and merchandising
at Marymount University in Arlington.
At the top of this list of must-have jewelry are a strand of pearls and a pair of pearl
stud earrings. “Audrey Hepburn and the
movie Breakfast at Tiffany’s come to mind

F
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when I think of pearls,” said Ellinwood.
“A strand of pearls is the type of piece that
you can build on,” said Lindy Kavanaugh, a
graduate of the Gemological Institute of
America and a former jewelry appraiser for
Tiffany & Co. in New York. “You can add a
triple strand of pearls, for example.”
Diamond stud earrings are another adornment that tops the list of classics. “A pair of
diamond studs is a staple because it is something than can go from generation to generation,” said jeweler and goldsmith George
Kaufmann, who, along with business partner Robert Rosin, owns Robert Bernard Jewelers in Potomac, Md.
Kavanaugh said, “Diamond stud earrings
look good on everybody and they are accessible to everybody because they vary in
size and quality, so they can be affordable
for everybody.”
In addition, Kathryn Martin, an Alexandria-based stylist and personal shopper,
believes that no jewelry wardrobe is complete without a pair of diamond hoop earrings. “Diamond hoop earrings are a little
more interesting than studs, but are not
gaudy,” she said. “I am a big fan of accessories — I use a lot of them.”

She also adds a medium-weight, gold-link
bracelet to her list of jewelry must-haves.
“Certain types of bracelets like cuffs go in
and out of style, but medium weight is most
timeless.”
Kavanaugh agrees that uncomplicated
gold bracelets like bangles are jewelry classics. “They are simple and something you
can add to later,” she said.
A simple gold chain, say stylists, can be
added to other necklaces to allow for a variety of looks. “One longer gold necklace,
especially one that can be layered, is a classic piece to own,” said Martin. “You don’t
have to worry about where it is hitting on
your chest. It is an easier piece to work
with.”
One functional classic, say experts, is a
well-made watch. “If you’re going to buy a
watch, I think that you’re going to want to
invest in a piece that will hold its value,”
said Martin. “Hermes is totally sophisticated, casual elegance. It can be edgy, sleek
or whatever you need it to be. They are interesting in that way.”
Signet rings are another classic. “This often depends on a person’s stage in life and
their willingness to reveal their identity due

Photo by Marilyn Campbell/Gazette Packet

Local style experts
suggest investing
in classic pieces.

Strands of pearls, pearl stud
earrings, diamond stud earrings,
signet rings and gold chains top
the list of classic jewelry pieces.
to safety,” Ellinwood said.
Ellinwood also considers cameos to be
classic pieces. “Cameo pins don’t really ever
go out of style,” she said. “They are often
valued by people who value history.”
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Entertainment
E-mail announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and
artwork are encouraged. Deadline is
Thursday at noon.

ONGOING
Summer Classes. Art at the Center,
2804 Sherwood Hall Lane. Children
ages 6-10 can participate. Register at
www.artatthecenter.org or 703-2011250.
Art Classes. Through Saturday, July
13, Del Ray Artisans is offering an
adult art camp with 22 workshops
over 11 days, including Intro to
Fashion Drawing, Intro to Visual
Journaling, and Pop-Up Sewing.
Workshop details and registration at
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/GUAC.
All workshops will be at the Del Ray
Artisans gallery at the Nicholas A.
Colasanto Center, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave.
Art Exhibit. Through Sunday, July 14,
see “Hair Apparent” in the
Athenaeum Gallery, 201 Prince St. It
is a multimedia exhibit featuring
sculpture, photography, performance
and assemblage. Free.
Art Exhibit. Through Sunday, July 21,
see “Conscious Evolution” by Denise
Philipbar at Margaret W. and Joseph
L. Fisher Art Gallery, located in the
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall &
Arts Center, 3001 N. Beauregard St.
The exhibit blends nature with
science and technology.
Visitwww.nvcc.edu/
schlesingercenter/ for more.
Art Exhibit. Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N Union Street. Through
Sunday, July 28, the Target Gallery
presents “Optical Studies,” a solo
exhibition of work by Torpedo
Factory artist Ruth Gowell, winner of
the Friends of the Torpedo Factory
Art Center’s Artist of the Year award.
A reception will be held July 11, 6-8
p.m., with an artist talk and award
ceremony at 7 p.m. Call 703-8384565 or visit
www.torpedofactory.org/target.
Gallery. Through Monday, July 29, 10
a.m.-6 p.m. daily, 12 p.m.-9 p.m.
Thursdays. Multiple Exposures
Gallery at the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N Union Street. Multiple
Exposures Gallery presents “Michael
Borek: What Would Sudek Do?,” a
solo show inspired by a Czech
photographer who sought beauty in
places that others dismissed. Call
703-838-4565 or visit
www.torpedofactory.org.
Art Exhibit. Open through Aug. 3,
“Living Legends of Alexandria:
African American Activists” is on
display at the Alexandria Black
History Museum, 601 Wythe St. Free.
Hours are Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m.4 p.m. Visit
www.alexblackhistory.org or 703746-4356.
Art Exhibit. Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery
is opening a juried show called
“Where in the World.” In this show,
artists derive inspiration from travel
and adventure. Free. Through
Sunday, Aug. 4. The Potomac Fiber
Arts Gallery is located at 105 N.
Union St. Call 703-548-0935.
National Park and Recreation
Month: Open Play Days and
Nights. Through Aug. 18. Tuesday
and Thursday 6-9 p.m. at Ben
Brenman Park Field, 4800 Brenman
Park Drive and at Four Mile Run
Soccer Field, 3700 Commonwealth
Ave. Saturdays from 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
and Sundays noon-5 p.m. at Ben
Brenman Park, Four Mile Run Soccer
Field and Witter Fields, 2700 Witter
Drive. Call 703-746-5402 or e-mail
mac.slover@alexandriava.gov.
Art Class. Running through Saturday,
Aug. 31, classes meet 9:15 a.m. or
10:30 a.m. Bring toddlers or
preschoolers for guided exploration
of clay, paint, collage, drawing and
building in a supported studio

environment. Classes held at Art At
The Center, 2804 Sherwood Hall
Lane. Register online at
www.artatthecenter.com.
Visiting Artists. Through Saturday,
Aug. 31, the Visiting Artist Program
is a professional development
opportunity for emerging and
experienced visual artists from all
over the country and provides
anopportunity for visitors to interact
with a rotating group of visual artists.
Torpedo Factory located at 105 N.
Union St. Call 703-838-4565 or visit
www.torpedofactory.org.
Distillery Open. George Washington’s
Distillery and Gristmill open through
Oct. 1. $17/adult, $8/child, 5 and
under are free.
Occupied City: Life in Civil War
Alexandria Exhibition. At The
Lyceum, Alexandria’s History
Museum, 201 South Washington
Street. Open daily through
September, this exhibit traces life in
Alexandria following Virginia’s
decision to secede from the Union in
May 1861. See how Robert E. Lee’s
hometown was transformed literally
overnight from a prosperous
commercial port into a supply,
hospital, and transportation center
for the Union Army, and find out why
Alexandria became a destination for
African Americans seeking freedom.
Explore the experiences of
Alexandrians and others who lived
here during this time, as well as
period photographs and collections
items. Open Monday through
Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Sunday, from 1-5 p.m. Admission $2.
Visit www.alexandriahistory.org or
call 703-746-4994.
Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions to
hone figure drawing skills. Drop-in
with your supplies to draw our live
models. Fee: $8-12. View the
calendar at
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.
The West End Farmers Market will
run Sundays from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
through November. Located at Ben
Brenman Park, browse food, crafts
and more. Visit
www.westendfarmersmarket.org.
This exhibit at Fort Ward, located at
4301 W. Braddock Road, features
objects from the museum collection,
to tell this story of the event that
launched the Civil War in Alexandria.
Free. The museum is open Tuesday
through Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,
and Sunday, 12-5 p.m. Visit
www.fortwaRoad.org or call 703746-4848.
Life in Civil War Alexandria
Exhibition at The Lyceum, 201
South Washington Street. This
exhibit traces life in Alexandria
following Virginia’s decision to
secede from the Union in May 1861.
The Lyceum is open Monday through
Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and
Sunday, 1-5 p.m. Suggested
admission is $2. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org or call
703-746-4994.
African American Activists
Exhibition. Living Legends of
Alexandria is an ongoing photodocumentary project created in 2006
by artist-photographer Nina Tisara to
identify, honor and chronicle people
making current history in Alexandria.
This free exhibit is at the Alexandria
Black History Museum, 601 Wythe
St. The museum is open Tuesday
through Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Visit www.alexblackhistory.org or
call 703-746-4356.
The Marshall House Incident
Exhibition at Fort Ward Museum,
4301 West Braddock Road . The
museum is open Tuesday through
Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., and
Sunday, noon-5 p.m. Visit
www.fortwaRoad.org or call 703746-4848.
Photography Workshop. 10:30 a.m.-
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Santa and Mrs. Claus will pose for photos at The
Christmas Attic during the fourth annual Christmas
in July events Saturday, July 20.

Christmas in July
The fourth annual Christmas in July celebration returns to Old Town, Saturday, July 20. Co-presented by The Christmas Attic and the businesses of
Union Street, the event includes approximately 15 local retailers and community organizations that will be hosting activities either inside stores or on
Union Street.
Events run all day and include a painting demo and designer trunk show
at Coco Blanca, a designer sale and complimentary coffee and treats at Encore Consignment Boutique, story time at 3 p.m. and activities for children
at the Firehook Bakery and Coffeehouse, 20 percent off gift items and complimentary gourmet tea tastings at Old Town Coffee, Tea & Spice, and a
Canine Cruise with Santa hosted by the Potomac Riverboat Company from
10:30-11:30 a.m. Other events are pictures with Santa and Mrs. Claus from
noon-4 p.m., giveaways, and children’s activities at the Christmas Attic, a
trunk show at the Lucky Knot, open art studies and a 2 p.m. story time at
the Torpedo Factory, sales at the Virginia shop and the Zoe Boutique, and
cookie decorating and holiday themed cocktails at the Union Street Public
House. There will also be a 1 p.m. story time and sweat treats at Architectural Ceramics and three scoops of ice cream for $3 at Ben and Jerry’s from,
4-7 p.m.
A portions of store sales will be donated to the local children’s charity The
Reading Connection. In addition, there will be musical entertainment on
Union Street from 12- 4 p.m. The celebration will take place Union Street
between Cameron and Duke streets in Old Town Alexandria. Visit
www.christmasattic.com or call 703-548-2829 for more information.

noon at Multiple Exposures Gallery
on 105 N. Union Street.
Photographers and enthusiasts of all
skill levels are invited to share work,
ideas, and questions at this free
workshop held on the last Sunday of
each month, except December. No
reservations. Call 703-683-2205.
Culinary Arts Month Sunday Film
Fest. Every Sunday in July, Charles
Beatley Central Library, 5005 Duke
St. All films start at 2 p.m. Free. Call
703-746-1702 or
www.alexandria.lib.va.us for
schedule and information.
Summer Youth Programs. Metro
Fine Arts Center 6450 Landsdowne
Centre Drive. Classes start July 8.
Call 703-339-0444 or visit
www.metrofinearts.com.
Gallery. July 5 through Aug. 5 at the
Art League Gallery in the Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St.
“Fantasy of the Real,” a solo show. A
reception will be held on Thursday,
July 11, 6:30-8 p.m. Call 703-6831780 or visit www.thearleague.org.
Book a Librarian. At the Charles E.
Beatley, Jr. Central Library, 5005
Duke St, for help with research or to
better understand the library’s
databases and resources. Make an

appointment by calling 703-7461751.
Computer Tutoring. At the Charles E.
Beatley, Jr. Central Library, 5005
Duke St. Individual assistance from a
librarian. Call 703-746-1751.
Art Exhibit. Friday, Aug. 2 to Sunday,
Sept. 1 at Del Ray Artisans Gallery,
2704 Mount Vernon Avenue. The
exhibit features seven Del Ray
Artisans following their own theme
and inspirations to create their own
artwork. The gallery is free and open
to the public. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org.
Mobile Market. Thursdays through
October, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. in the
Landmark Mall parking lot on the
Duke Street side. The Arcadia Center
for Sustainable Food and Agriculture
Mobile Market is a refurbished school
bus offering produce, meat, eggs and
more from small farmers and food
artisans within 100 miles of the area.
EBT cards and WIC and Senior FMNP
vouchers accepted. Visit
arcadiafood.org.

SUMMER CAMPS
Mt. Vernon Community Children’s
Theatre Summer Camp. Children

can participate in either a one-week
all-day session July 22-26 or a twoweek session, with the option of
either morning, afternoon or all day
from July 29-Aug. 9. Children will
learn about all aspects of theatre
through games, rehearsals and a final
showcase. Visit www.mvcct.org/
camps.php or 703-360-0686.
The American Backstage Company
is offering a variety of summer
classes and workshops, many which
are free. Located at 5380 Eisenhower
Ave. Visit
www.americanbackstage.com for a
full listing.
Art Camp 2013 for Kids at Del Ray
Artisans. Art exploration through art
history, themes, influential artists.
Ages 8-14 enjoy drawing, painting,
sculpture, games, individual pursuits.
Includes supplies, healthy lunches/
snacks. Choose July 15-19 or 22-26.
Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/
ArtCamp or email
ArtCamp@TheDelRayArtisans.org.
Camp will be at the Del Ray Artisans
gallery at the Nicholas A. Colasanto
Center, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave. The
gallery is handicap accessible.
Clio’s Kids: A History MiniC.a.m.p. Tuesday, July 23Thursday, July 25, 9 a.m.-noon for
ages 5-7. $105 includes snacks and
souvenirs. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/historic/
lyceum/default.aspx?id=43632 for
more.
Camp Carlyle. Monday-Friday, July
22-26 from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at
Carlyle House, 121 N. Fairfax St.
Ages 9-12 can learn about 18th
century games, clothing, schooling
and more. Includes field trips to
other museums in Old Town
Alexandria, storytelling and more.
$300/in district child; $350/out of
district child. To register visit
www.nvrpa.org or 703-549-2997.
Shakespeare Summer Camp. July
29-Aug. 2, StagePlay will be serving
up it’s 12th year of Shakespeare this
summer at St. Aidan’s Episcopal
Church, 8531 Riverside Road.
Children in grades 3-6 will be
introduced to “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream” through scene work,
improvisation activities, costume play
and theatre games from 1:30-4:30
p.m. Email Heather Sanderson at
bardsplay@gmail.com or visit
www.stageplay.TV.

THURSDAY/JULY 11
Puppet Show. 7 p.m. at John Marshall
Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive. The
Goodlife Theater presents the
Fabulous Five Senses/Dinosaur Show
for children of all ages. Registration
required. Call 703-971-0010.
Improv and Comedy Workshop. 7
p.m. at Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre. Letty Tomlinson
leads a comedy improvisation and
acting workshop for teens. No
experience necessary. Registration
required. Call 703-339-4610.
Movie Screening. 7 p.m. at Martha
Washington Library, 6614 Fort Hunt
Road. Refreshments provided. For
ages 13 and up. Registration
required. Call 703-768-6700 for film
title.
SummerQuest: Oh Susannah.
10:30 a.m. at Barrett Branch Library,
717 Queen St. Children ages 2 and
up can enjoy a sing-along concert.
Free. 703-746-1703.
Story Time. 10:30 a.m. or 3 p.m. at
Beatley Central Library, 5005 Duke
St. Children ages 3-5 can enjoy
stories. Free. 703-746-1702.
Little One-Ders. 11:15 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
12-23 months can enjoy stories and
more. Free. 703-746-1702.
Storyteller. 3:30 p.m. at Duncan
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Children in grades K-5 can join
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storyteller Diane Macklin for some tales.
Free. 703-745-1705.
SummerQuest: Buddie Ford
Nature Center. 4 p.m. at Burke
Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Children ages 6-12 can learn about
all of the creatures that dig into dirt.
Free. 703-7461704.
Zombie Double Feature. 5:30 p.m.
at Beatley Central Library, 5005
Duke St. Watch “Shaun of the Dead”
and “Zombieland.” Free. 703-7461702.
Performance. 7 p.m. at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street. Jean
Bayou, a multi-instumentalist singer
and songwriter, will be performing.
All Tickets are $10 and available
online and at the door. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

FRIDAY/JULY 12
Music Performance. 8 p.m. and 11
p.m. at Old Town Theater, 815 King
St. Pat Travers Band performs. Buy
tickets at
www.oldtowntheater1914.com or
703-544-5313.
Movie Screening. 2-4 p.m. at the
Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library, 5005 Duke St. Alfred
Hitchcock movie marathon in the
large meeting room. Call 703-746
1702.
July Art Explorers. 9:15 or 10:30
a.m. at Art at the Center, 2804
Sherwood Hall Lane. Bring toddlers
or preschoolers for guided
exploration of clay, paint, collage,
drawing and building in a supported
studio environment. Visit the
www.artatthecenter.org to register.

SATURDAY/JULY 13
Book Debut. 3:30 p.m. at Hooray For
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Books, 1555 King St. “Solstice” by
P.J. Hoover. Visit
www.hooray4books.com.
Music Performance. 8 p.m. and 11
p.m. at Old Town Theater, 815 King
St. Larry Keel & Natural Bridge
performs. Buy tickets at
www.oldtowntheater1914.com or
703-544-5313.
City of Alexandria Birthday
Celebration. 7-10 p.m. at
Oronoco Bay Park, 100
Madison St., located at the
Potomac River between
Fairfax, Pendleton, and
Madison Streets.
Admission is free. Visit
alexandriava.gov/
Recreation or call the
Special Events
Hotline at 703-7465592.
The Uncle Devin
Show. 11-11:45 a.m.
Charles E. Beatley, Jr.
Central Library, 5005 Duke St.
Hear, see and play a variety of
percussion instruments and dance
along with Uncle Devin. All ages
welcome. Call 703-746-1702.
Book Sale. 10 a.m. at Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre. A
variety of books for all ages for sale.
Call 703-339-4610.
Los Quetzales. 10:30 a.m. at
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre. All ages
welcomed to experience Mexican
culture through music and dance.
Registration Required. Call 703-3394610.

SUNDAY/JULY 14
Film Festival. 2 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Families can
watch “Cloudy With a Chance of
Meatballs.” Free. 703-746-1702.

Book
Signing.
2 p.m. at The
Grounded Coffee Shop,
6919 Telegraph Road.
Charlotte Brown will be signing
her pictoral history book
“Groveton.” Visit
www.groundedcoffeeshop.com.
Concert. 3 p.m. at The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington Street. The Edwin Trio:
Schubert Piano Trio No. 2, Paul
Schoenfeld’s Café Music and more.
Call 703-799-8229 or visit
www.wmpamusic.org.

MONDAY/JULY 15
Duncan Poetry Society. 7-8:30 p.m.
at the James M. Duncan, Jr. Branch

Library,
2501
Commonwealth
Ave. Read,
share and
discuss poetry.
Call 703-7461705.
Little One-Ders.
10:30-11 a.m. at the
Charles E. Beatley, Jr.
Central Library, 5005
Duke St. Children ages 1223 months can enjoy stories
and more with an adult. Call
703-746-1702.
Baby Rhyme Time. 11:30noon at the Charles E. Beatley,
Jr. Central Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 0-11 months can
enjoy stories and more with adult.
Call 703-746-1702.
Classic Tales ‘N’ Tunes. 10 a.m.
and 11 a.m. James M. Duncan, Jr.
Branch Library, 2501 Commonwealth
Ave. Classic Tales’n’Tunes tells stories
through music. Ages 0-5 years. Call
703-746-1705.
Interactive Performance. 3:30 p.m.
James M. Duncan, Jr. Branch Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave. An
interactive performance from Chris
Fascione that combines mime,
juggling, and storytelling. Ages 6-12.
Call 703-746-1705.
Baby Lap Sits. 1:15 p.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Literacy programs for parents
and babies. Ages birth through 12
months. Registration required. Call
703-971-0010.
Los Quetzales. 2:30 p.m. at Martha

Washington Library, 6614 Fort Hunt
Road. All ages welcomed to
experience Mexican culture through
music and dance. Registration
required. Call 703-768-6700.
Social Networking Workshop. 6:30
p.m. at Sherwood Library, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane. Adults can learn
basic vocabulary and information on
posting and account security on sites
such as Facebook and Twitter.
Registration required. Call 703-7653645.
SummerQuest: Chris Fascione.
3:30 p.m. at Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children in
grades K-5 can enjoy an interactive
performance that combines mime,
juggling and storytelling. Free. 703745-1705.
Read, Sing & Play Baby. 4 p.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children up to 11 months can
enjoy stories and more. Free. 703746-1703.
SummerQuest: Chris Fascione. 7
p.m. at Burke Branch Library, 4701
Seminary Road. Children ages 6-12
can enjoy an interactive performance
that combines mime, juggling and
storytelling. Free. 703-746-1704.

TUESDAY/JULY 16
Concert. 7:30 p.m. Bill Kirchen will be
performing at Birchmere Music Hall,
3701 Mount Vernon Ave $29.50.
Visit www.birchmere.com.
Barefoot Puppets. 3:30 p.m. James
M. Duncan, Jr. Branch Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Joe Romano
brings children’s books to life
through magic. Ages 6-12. Call 703746-1705.
Time for 2’s. 10:30-11 a.m. Tuesdays
through July at the Charles E.

See Calendar, Page 22
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Come celebrate with us at Old Town’s
most authentic Country French
restaurant since 1983
Sunday, July 14th is

Bastille Day!
Club members spend the day at Kings
Dominion as a reward for participating
and volunteering at the 2013 George
Washington Parkway Classic 5K.
“Fastest Club Member” Competition.
Club members participate in a number
of long and short distance running
events outside the Club building and
receive medals for their efforts.

Summer Camp Comes to Alexandria

127 N. Washington St.
703-548-4661

The Dunbar Alexandria-Olympic Boys & Girls Club is offering a summer day camp for children ages 5-14 (entering 1st
grade). Staffed with trained counselors, the program includes
a variety of activities for campers. Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays are broken up into activities featuring five core areas:
character and leadership development; education and career
development; health and life skills; the arts; and sports, fitness and recreation.
“We run a program in partnership with Old Navy for our
12-14 year old campers where they are taught how to obtain
and keep employment,” said Alison John, the camp’s program
director. “They learn how to write a cover letter and a resume,
they shadow employees at Old Navy, and they have the opportunity to sit down and have an interview with the store’s
manager.”
Thursdays are reserved for trips to the pool at the Durant
Center.
Field trips are scheduled each Tuesday, and are included
in the in the tuition for most weeks. For the week of July 15
campers will go to Kings Dominion, an amusement park, with

an additional trip fee of $25. The week of July 22 campers
will have the option of either going to the movies or bowling,
and the week of July 29, they will go to Rebounderz, an indoor trampoline arena. The week after that, Aug. 6, campers
will go to Six Flags, with an additional field trip fee of $25
required. The week of the Aug. 12, campers will go to the
outdoor water park at Cameron Run. For the last week of
camp, Aug. 23, there will be a cookout at Fort Hunt Park.
The camp is located at the Dunbar Alexandria Boys and
Girls Club facility at 401 N. Payne St
Alexandria. Most field trips, breakfast, lunch and an afternoon snack are included. Register for as many weeks as
wanted, $150 per week including lunch, $135 with a reduced
lunch and $120 without lunch. In addition, there is a multi
child discount of $25 per child up to the third child.
Camp activities run 7 a.m.- 6 p.m., through Aug. 23. A registration form can be downloaded from www.bgcgw.org/
alexandria/summer-camp. For more information call 703254-6804.

— Mireille Guy
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Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations
Open 7 days a week
Bradlee
Belle View
3690J King Street
1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600
571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com
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Beatley, Jr. Central Library, 5005 Duke
St. Children ages 24-36 months can
enjoy stories and more with an adult.
Call 703-746-1702.
New Class for Children. 10:30-11
a.m. at The Athenaeum, 201 Prince
Street. Register for one or several
classes at www.nvfaa.org/eventsupcoming. Each class $5 per child,
adults free. Call 703-548-0035 or
nvfaa.org.
Baby Rhyme Time. 11:30-noon at the
Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
0-11 months can enjoy stories and
more with adult. Call 703-746-1702.
Game Night. 7-8 p.m. at the Charles E.
Beatley, Jr. Central Library, 5005
Duke St. Children ages 8-12 can
challenge themselves and friends
through a variety of games. Call 703746-1702.
Small Wonders. 10:30 a.m. at
Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane. Stories, songs and games
for ages 12-23 months with an adult.
Registration required. Call 703-7653645.
Animal Show. 2:30 p.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Local animals from the Blue
Ridge Wildlife Center for ages 6-12
to meet. Registration required. Call
703-971-0010.
Book Discussion. 7 p.m. at Sherwood
Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane.
Harambee readers discuss “The
Twelve Tribes of Hattie” by Ayana
Mathis. Registration required. Call

703-765-3645.
Stories to Grow On. 11 a.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children age 2 and up can enjoy
stories and more. Free. 703-7461703.
SummerQuest Jr.: Bob Brown
Puppets. 11 a.m. at Burke Branch
Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Children ages 1-5 can laugh at the
antics of clown marionettes as they
put on a circus show. Free. 703-7461704.
Writing Triage. 6:30 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Register to
have your work reviewed by a
professional editor and offer
suggestions. Free. 703-746-1742.
Craft Night. 7 p.m. at Barrett Branch
Library, 717 Queen St. All skill levels
can bring their own supplies and get
help with their knitting, crochet or
sewing project, or just come for the
conversation. Free. 703-746-1703.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 17
Concert. 7:30 p.m. at the Birchmere
Music Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
See Jars of Clay perform. $27.50.
Visit www.jarsofclay.com.
eBook Training. 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the
James M. Duncan, Jr. Branch Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave. Learn how
to access Alexandria Library’s eBook
system on your devices.Call 703-7461705.
Book Discussion. 7-8:30 p.m. at the
James M. Duncan, Jr. Branch Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave. Discussion

of “The Piano Tuner” by Daniel
Mason. Call 703-746-1705.
Family Story and Craft Night. 77:30 p.m. at the Charles E. Beatley,
Jr. Central Library, 5005 Duke St. All
ages and families welcome to
embrace their creativity through
stories and crafts. Call 703-746-1702.
Musical Exploration of
Transportation and Movement.
10:30 a.m. Charles E. Beatley, Jr.
Central Library, 5005 Duke St. Ages
0-5 with an adult. Call 703-7461702.
Magic Show. 4-4:45 p.m. Charles E.
Beatley, Jr. Central Library, 5005
Duke St. Mike Perrello’s blend of
magic and comedy. Ages 6-12. Call
703-746-1702.
Fun for 2’s and 3’s. 10:30 a.m. and
11 a.m. at John Marshall Library,
6209 Rose Hill Drive. Stories and
activities for ages 2 and 3 with an
adult. Registration required. Call
703-971-0010.
Puppet Show. 7 p.m. at Sherwood
Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane.
The Goodlife Theater presents the
Fabulous Five Senses/Dinosaur Show
for children of all ages. Registration
required. Call 703-765-3645.
Mother Goose Time. 10:15 a.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children ages 12-24 months can
enjoy games, rhymes and more. Free.
703-746-1703.
Let’s Go! 10:30 a.m. at Beatley Library,
5005 Duke St. Children up to age 5
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can embark on a musical exploration of
transportation and movement with
Tracey Eldridge. Free. 703-746-1702.
Stories to Grow On. 11 a.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children age 2 and up can enjoy
stories and more. Free. 703-7461703.
SummerQuest. 3:30 p.m. at Duncan
Branch Library, 2501 Commonwealth
Ave. Magician Joe Romano will bring
children’s books to life through
magic. For children in grades K-5.
Free. 703-746-1705.

THURSDAY/JULY 18
Book Discussion. 7-8:30 p.m. at the
Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library, 5005 Duke St. Discuss “Nuns
at Luncheon” by Aldous Huxley and
“Cowboys are My Weakness” by Pam
Houston. Located in the small
conference room. Call 703-746-1702.
Story Time. 10:30-11 a.m. or 3-3:30
p.m. Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library, 5005 Duke St. Ages 3-5
years. Call 703-746-1702.
Little One-Ders. 11:15-11:45 a.m. at
the Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
12-23 months can enjoy stories and
more with an adult. Call 703-7461702.
Read to a Dog. 5:30-6:30 p.m. Charles
E. Beatley, Jr. Central Library, 5005
Duke St. Pre-registration required.
Call 703-746-1702 ext. 5 for a 15
minute slot or visit children’s desk.
Grades 1-6.
Rocking and Reading. 7-7:45.
Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library, 5005 Duke St. All ages
welcome. Call 703-746-1702.
Animal Show. 2:30 p.m. at Martha
Washington Library, 6614 Fort Hunt
Road. Local animals from the Blue
Ridge Wildlife Center for ages 6-12
to meet. Registration required. Call
703-768-6700.
Children’s Science Center. 2:30
p.m. at Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre. Hands-on
science experiments for ages 6-12.
Registration required. Call 703-3394610.
Poetry Discussion. 7 p.m. at Martha
Washington Library, 6614 Fort Hunt
Road. Discuss the poetry of Shel
Silverstein. Call 703-768-6700.
Book Discussion. 7:15 p.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Call ahead for title at 703-9710010.
SummerQuest: Kaydee Puppets. 11
a.m. at Barrett Branch Library, 717
Queen St. Children ages 2 and up can
watch “Three Billy Goats Gruff” and
“Jack and the Beanstalk.” Free. 703746-1703.
Film Series. 6:30 p.m. at Burke Branch
Library, 4701 Seminary Road. Watch
“Beautiful Creatures” based on the
novel by Kami Garcia. Free. 703-746-

1704.
Great Books Discussion Group. 7
p.m. at Beatley Library, 5005 Duke
St. Call for title. Free. 703-746-1702.

Film Festival. 8:30 p.m. at the
Waterfront Park, 1A Prince Street.
The movie “Rise of the Guardians”
will be shown. Visit
www.alexandriafilmfest.com

The Best in Family Dining

FRIDAY/JULY 19
Concert. 7:30 p.m. at the Birchmere
Music Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Billy Price Band CD Release Show.
Tickets are $20. Visit
www.birchmere.com or call 703-5497500.
Comedy Performance. 7 p.m. and 10
p.m. at Old Town Theater, 815 King
St. Mark Klein performs. Buy tickets
at www.oldtowntheater1914.com or
703-544-5313.
Movie Screening. 2-4 p.m. at the
Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library, 5005 Duke St. Alfred
Hitchcock movie marathon in the
large meeting room. Call 703-7461702.
July Art Explorers. 9:15 or 10:30
a.m. at Art at the Center, 2804
Sherwood Hall Lane. Bring toddlers
or preschoolers for guided
exploration of clay, paint, collage,
drawing and building in a supported
studio environment. Visit the
www.artatthecenter.org to register.
Film Festival. 8:30 p.m. at the
Waterfront Park, 1A Prince Street.
The movie “Skyfall” will be shown.
Visit www.alexandriafilmfest.com.

SATURDAY/JULY 20
Writing Workshop. 11 a.m.-12:30
p.m. at The Alexandria Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St. Join
Instructor Sushmita Mazumdar for
chai tea, relaxing storytelling and a
chance to express your creativity with
a handmade book. Free.
Open House. 2-4 p.m. at The
Alexandria Black History Museum,
902 Wythe St. Join the Living
Legends past and present,
organization founder Nina Tisara,
and Living Legends Board Members
to enjoy light refreshments, see the
exhibition and learn more about how
to nominate a Legend.
Christmas in July Celebration. All
day, Union Street between Cameron
and Duke streets. Call 703-548-2829
or visit www.christmasattic.com.
Comedy Performance. 7 p.m. and 10
p.m. at Old Town Theater, 815 King
St. Mark Klein performs. Buy tickets
at www.oldtowntheater1914.com or
703-544-5313.
Saturday Stories. 11-11:30 a.m. at
the Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library, 5005 Duke St. All ages
welcome to enjoy stories and songs
on Saturday morning. Call 703-7461702.
Wag a Tale. 10:30-11:30 a.m. at
Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre. Children ages 512 can read to therapy dogs, Fire and
Bella. Registration required. Call
703-339-4610.

SUNDAY/JULY 21
Little Kids, Little Songs. 10:3011:15 a.m. Charles E. Beatley, Jr.
Central Library, 5005 Duke St. Listen
as The Green Golly Project uses little
songs to tell little tales. Ages 0-5,
with an adult. Call 703-746-1702.
Volunteer Fair. 4 p.m. at Sixteenth
Tabernacle, 634 N. Patrick St. Come
learn about programs in Alexandria
where your time, talent and gifts are
in high demand. Event is sponsored
by the Old Town Community
Development Corporation. Call 212412-2692 or email
SisTheory@hotmail.com.
Annual Chamber Music Series. 3
p.m. at The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington Street. Features folk and
art bands such as: William Grant
Still, Vaughn Williams, Bartok,
Gordon Jacob and more. Presented
by Washington Metropolitan
Philharmonic Association. Call 703799-8229 or visit wmpamusic.org.
Dog Wash. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at 3121
Colvin St. Dogtopia will host its 9th
Annual Charity Dog Wash to raise
money for Veterans Moving Forward.
The event will feature give-aways,
food, photo booths, fun and games
for the whole family. A $15 per dog
wash donation is requested. Visit
www.dogdaycare.com or call 703751-7387.
Movie Screening. 2-4 p.m. at the
Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library, 5005 Duke St. The Friends of
Beatley Central Library present a
culinary arts family film festival. Call
703-746-1702.

Food
fit for a king
on a family budget

A n Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314

703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com
Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

MONDAY/JULY 22
The Green Golly Project. 3:30 p.m.
James M. Duncan, Jr. Branch Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave. Green
Golly and Her Golden Flute is a
comic retelling of the Rapunzel fairy
tale with lots of surprises. Call 703746-1705.
Baby Rhyme Time. 11:30-noon at the
Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
0-11 months can enjoy stories and
more with adult. Call 703-746-1702.
Children’s Science Center. 10:30
a.m. at Sherwood Library, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane. Hands-on
science experiments for ages 6-12.
Registration Required. Call 703-7653645.
Baby Lap Sits. 1:15 p.m. at John
Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Literacy programs for parents
and babies. Ages birth through 12
months. Registration required. Call
703-971-0010.

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join a Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons…

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church
Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm
(en Español); 6:30 pm

Weekday
& Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
followed by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First Friday
of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass en Español

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385 www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves
CHURCHES—AFRICAN
CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING
VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
METHODIST
HOUSE…703-549-6670
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST
EPISCOPAL ZION
HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN
...703-683-0798
...703-360-4370
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH
…703-360-9546
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...
CHURCHES—BRETHREN
…703-548-3888
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN
703-360-4220
GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH
CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
…703-765-6118
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH...
…703-548-1808
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHRIST THE SAVIOUR
703-780-3081
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF
…703-953-2854
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
OF GOD...703-548-5084
CHRIST...703-960-8772
ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
...703-765-4342
BUDDHISM
CHURCHES—UNITED
OF SCOTLAND…703-683-3343
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST
METHODIST
CHRIST THE KING
CHURCH...703-765-3949
CENTER...202-331-2122
ALDERSGATE UNITED
ANGLICAN CHURCH
CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
CHURCHES—ROMAN
METHODIST...703-765-6555
…703-535-6815
EPIPHANY
LUTHERAN
CATHOLIC
CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH
UNITED METHODIST...
BETHANY LUTHERAN…
CHURCH…703-780-4055
…703-518-4404
703-836-2406
703-765-8255
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…
CHURCHES—BAPTIST
DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST
EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN
703-836-3725
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH
CHURCH...703-549-2088
CHURCH…703-765-5003
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH
…703-683-2222
FAIRLINGTON UNITED
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
…703-765-4421
COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST
METHODIST CHURCH...
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608
CHURCH…703-548-8000
703-671-8557
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH… IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
CONVERGENCE CREATIVE
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED
703-836-4100
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155
COMMUNITY OF FAITH...
METHODIST CHURCH...
CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
MESSIAH
EVENGELICAL
703-998-6260
703-836-7332
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES
LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA...
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH
ST. ANDREW’S UNITED
...703-313-5029
703-765-5003
…703-549-8116
METHODIST CHURCH...
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
NATIVITY LUTHERAN
DOWNTOWN BAPTIST
703-751-4666
OF ALEXANDRIA...703-549-3911 CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112
CHURCH…703-549-5544
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST
CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
CHURCHES—ORTHODOX
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST
CHURCH…703-549-5500
SCIENCE
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…
COMMUNITY OF FAITH
WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST,
201-312-7678
…703-519-9100
METHODIST...703-780-4696
SCIENTIST, ALEXANDRIA...
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
WASHINGTON STREET
703-549-7973
...703-417-9665
OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
UNITED METHODIST…
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN
703-836-4324
MT. VERNON...703-768-2494
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCHES—UNITARIAN
BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565
CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH...703.768.8510
MOUNT VERNON
SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF
UNITARIAN CHURCH...
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH
CHURCH…703-683-3348
CHRIST…703-836-3083
703-765-5950
...703-256-1239

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Alexandria Gazette Packet ❖ July 11-17, 2013 ❖ 23

Employment
BUSINESS OPP

The biggest
things are
TELEPHONE
always
the
A great opportunity to
easiest to do
WORK AT HOME!
NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER because there is
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!
no competition.
301-333-1900

☎☎

Weekdays 9-4

☎☎

HELP WANTED

-William Van Horne

George Washington’s Mount Vernon: seeking FT Groundskeeper
for routine lawn/grounds maintenance using established turf
management program. Position contingent upon drug test/ background screen & participates in emergencies, ice/snow removal
& special events. Valid driver’s license & some weekend/holidays
required. More Info.: www.MountVernon.org/Employment.
Apply: HRMail@MountVernon.org

connectionnewspapers.com
HAULING

LANDSCAPING

PAVING

AL’S HAULING

ANGEL’S HAULING

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Joseph
Sealcoating
Specialist

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris
Low Rates

NOVA

703-360-4364
703-304-4798 cell
7 DAYS A WEEK

Junk Trash Removal,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Garage/ Basement Clean Out,
Furniture & Appl.
703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

TREE SERVICE

TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465
IMPROVEMENTS

EXPERIENCE THE JOYS AND REWARDS

LAWN SERVICE

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
HERE IS A JOB THAT IS FULFILLING IN MORE WAYS
THAN ONE! We are looking for Companions and CNA’s to
help our clients remain independent in their homes. Weekends,
Short Shifts and Driving Live ins. To learn about becoming a
Comfort Keeper visit us at www.BeAComfortKeeper.com

LAWN SERVICE
MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES
Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-591-7117 X128
Over 600 independently owned & operated offices worldwide

Recreation and
Activities Assistant
Senior Community in Mount Vernon has
opening for 32-37 hours per week.
Qualified candidates will be innovative,
organized and patient. Must have computer knowledge and valid Virginia drivers license. Hours of work are varied and
include some evenings and weekends.
Part time benefit package available.
Equal opportunity employer. PLEASE
APPLY ONLINE AT WWW.RUI.NET,
SELECT CAREERS AT BOTTOM OF
PAGE, SELECT PAUL SPRING<None>

703-802-0483
GUTTER

GUTTER

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned
Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

Brush & Yard Debris
Trimming & Topping
Gutters & Hauling

IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS

PAVING

PAVING

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION
Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATE
LIC. INS AND BONDED

703-250-6231
ROOFING

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)
Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

R&N Carpentry

703-868-5358

LAWN SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

20 yrs. of experience - Free estimates

WE ARE COMFORT KEEPER®

703-494-5443

240-603-6182

Summer Shape up...
Tree removal, topping, & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf removal,
sodding, hauling, gutter cleaning, retaining
walls, drainage problems, etc.

PAVING

35 Years
Free
Experience!
Estimates!

TREE SERVICE
Remodeling Interior,
Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Floors, Ceramic Tile,
Painting, Decks,
Fences, Additions.

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon

CONTRACTORS.com

HAULING

HELP WANTED

Great Job Opportunity!

Home & Garden

Zone 3: • Alexandria
• Mount Vernon

Junk & Rubbish

703-917-6400

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing
✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches
No jobs too large or small

Free est. 37 yrs exp. Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096

The HANDYMAN

MASONRY

MASONRY

BRICK AND STONE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900
www.custommasonry.info

Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE
You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

CLEANING

CLEANING

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction GuaranteedAngies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
ELECTRICAL

ELECTRICAL

Newspapers & Online

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

The Jamestown-Yorktown
Foundation seeks qualified
individuals for the following two
part-time positions:
Outreach Education InstructorNorthern Virginia (Position# OI001) &
Outreach Education InstructorFredericksburg (Position#OI002).
Closes on July 26, 2013 @ 5:00 PM. For
full job description and to apply visit
http://jobs.agencies.virginia.gov.
Applicants must complete an online
Commonwealth of Virginia employment
application. Background check &
E-Verify Required. EEO/AA/ADA

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN

Hand and Hand
Handyman
General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial
Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry
Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning
Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios
HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Do not wish to be anything
but what you are, and try
to be that perfectly.

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

-St. Francis de Sales

703-296-6409
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Phone: 703-887-3827 Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com
www.rncontractors.com

A&S Landscaping
• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
screened) • Erosion &
Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00
E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
Zone 4: Centre View North
The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Centre View South
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
The Burke Connection
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection
The Fairfax Connection
The Vienna/Oakton
The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
Connection
Lorton Connection
The McLean Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet
The Great Falls
The Mount Vernon Gazette
Connection
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Classified

Zone 3: • Alexandria
• Mount Vernon
26 Antiques
We pay top $ for antique
furniture and mid-century
Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING,
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry
and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks.
Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.
Email:theschefers@cox.net

703-917-6400

I believe the
future is only
the past again,
entered through
another gate.

101 Computers

101 Computers

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER SMITH
➣
➣
➣
➣

-Arthur Wing
Pinero

❖

Serving the Area Since 1995

Speed up Slow Computers
Troubleshooting
Virus Removal
Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038 ❖ jsmithhdi@aol.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Legal Notices

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon

Legal Notices

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of section 4-1-16 of
the code of the City of Alexandria, the
Alexandria Police Department located at 3600
Wheeler Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is now
in possession of unclaimed bicycles, mopeds,
lawn equipment, money, scooters, and other
items. All persons having valid claim to the
property should file a claim to the property with
reasonable proof of ownership or the items will
be sold, destroyed, converted or donated. For a
complete listing go to
http://alexandriava.gov/police/ and contact the
Police Property Section at (703) 746-6709.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements
21 Announcements 21 Announcements

102 Instruction

102 Instruction

Reading for Success!
Time-tested, results-proven program
for kindergarten and first grade students
Has your child had difficulty acquiring reading skills
during Kindergarten/1st grade? Use the next 60 days
of summer to increase their reading skills in just 1⁄2
hour per day, before they get back in school. Timetested and results-proven material is used for 1⁄2 hour
per day 5 days a week, to get them on a 1st/2nd
grade reading level at the end of the program.
Call 703-360-3363 or email annsvernon@gmail.com
to set up an appointment.

PUBLIC NOTICE

All sessions done in my home
in the Waynewood/Fort Hunt area.
Annie B. Rose House
Waiting List
The waiting list for the Annie B. Rose House will close effective
August 1, 2013. Applications will not be accepted after the
close of business (5:30 p.m.) on July 31, 2013. The waiting list
is being closed because currently there is an excessive wait 21 Announcements 21 Announcements
time for available apartments (greater than 24 months). If your
name is already on the waiting list, you do not need to take any
PUBLIC NOTICE
action. The Annie B. Rose House Management will maintain
your name and the date and time you applied to the waiting VOLUNTARY REMEDIATION PROGRAM (VRP) ACTIVITY
list. You may also still update your personal information on the
waiting list by calling (703) 548-4946. The waiting list will re- DEQ VRP Site 00594
open in the future and a public notice will be issued at that 601 North Fairfax Street
City of Alexandria, Virginia 22314
time.

Arthur Mansfield Keleher passed away July 2 at
Alexandria Hospital.
Mr. Keleher was born in Garden City, New York in 1932. He
is survived by his wife Murney, four children and four grandchildren.
He graduated from Vermont Academy and Dartmouth College and served as an infantry officer in the United States
Marine Corps for five years. Mr. Keleher lived in Alexandria
for over fifty years, was active in many local clubs, and had
a 43 year career at the Frank Parsons Paper Company.
A private reception will be held at the Belle Haven club on
July 13 to honor the memory of Mr. Keleher. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made to the St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church of Alexandria, Virginia, 228 South Pitt
Street, 22314, (703) 549-3312.
http://www.stpaulsepis.com/index.html

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

The subject property is participating in the Virginia Voluntary
LEGAL NOTICE
Remediation Program (VRP) administered by the Department
Sealed bids for the City of Alexandria per specifications will
be received in the office of the Purchasing Division until the of Environmental Quality (DEQ). The property was the former
location of a fuel storage facility and vehicle storage yard. Endate and time designated as follows:
vironmental investigations found petroleum and metals conTitle of Bid: ITB #00000363, Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) tamination of soil and groundwater. The petroleum constituents are associated with diesel fuel, and the metals are associDiversion Structure at King and West Streets
ated with arsenic-based herbicides applied to rail lines on and
ITB Opens: July 30, 2013 at 3 PM, prevailing local time
Pre-Bid Conference: A pre-bid conference will be held on July adjacent to the Site from the 1940’s to the 1970’s. Remedial
15, 2013 at 2 p.m. at 100 N. Pitt St., Suite 301, Alexandria, VA actions to mitigate potential risks to human health and the environment from the contaminants have been proposed by 601
22314.
For general inquiries contact John Soderberg at 703.746.4397. NF Associates LLC, and accepted by DEQ. The remedial acThe City of Alexandria reserves the right to reject any and all tions consist of an environmental health and safety plan for
construction and other excavation activities, soil excavation
bids,
and disposal, application of a clean fill/surface cap to isolate
cancel this solicitation, and to waive any informalities or
irregularities in procedure. THE CITY REQUIRES ITS CON- soil, and a deeded groundwater use restriction. A Certification
of Satisfactory Completion of Remediation has been requested
TRACTORS TO BE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYERS..
from DEQ-VRP. Questions or comments regarding this notice
will be accepted for 30 days from the date of publication and
should be addressed to the contact below:

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements
PUBLIC NOTICE
VOLUNTARY REMEDIATION PROGRAM (VRP) ACTIVITY
VDEQ VRP Case 601
Potomac Yard, Landbay G, Parcel C
731 Seaton Avenue
City of Alexandria, Virginia
Participant
LBG Parcel C, L.L.C.
c/o the JBG Companies
4445 Willard Avenue, Suite 400
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

I Never think of the future.
It comes soon enough.
-Albert Einstein

The subject property is participating in the Virginia Voluntary
Remediation Program (VRP) administered by the Department
of Environmental Quality (DEQ). The property was the former
location of the Central Operations Area of the Potomac Yard
rail yard, which operated from 1906 to 1990 and was used for
locomotive repair, maintenance and fueling. Environmental investigations found petroleum and metals contamination of soil
and groundwater. The petroleum constituents are associated
with diesel and heavy oils, and the metals are associated with
cinder ballast ash fill material. Remedial actions to mitigate potential risks to human health and the environment from the
contaminants have been proposed by LBG Parcel C, L.L.C.
and accepted by DEQ. The remedial actions consist of: an environmental health and safety plan; soil excavation and disposal; utility clean corridor preparation; dust control; construction
dewatering; clean fill/surface cap; subsurface ventilation; and a
groundwater use restriction. A Certification of Satisfactory
Completion of Remediation has been requested of the VDEQ
VRP for the site. Questions or comments regarding this notice
will be accepted for 30 days from the date of publication and
should be addressed to the contact below:
John Diehl
Environmental Consultants and Contractors, Inc.
43045 John Mosby Highway
Chantilly, VA 20152
(703) 327-2900
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Participant:
601 NF Associates LLC
4800 Hampden Lane, Suite 300
Bethesda, MD 20814

PUBLIC NOTICE
VOLUNTARY REMEDIATION ACTIVITY COMPLETION
VDEQ VRP Case 602
Potomac Yard Landbay G, Parcel F
701 Seaton Avenue
City of Alexandria, Virginia
Participant
LBG Parcel F, L.L.C.
c/o the JBG Companies
4445 Willard Avenue, Suite 400
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

John Sweeney
Environmental Consultants and Contractors, Inc.
43045 John Mosby Highway
Chantilly, VA 20152
703-327-2900

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

The subject property is participating in the Virginia Voluntary
Remediation Program (VRP) administered by the Department
of Environmental Quality (DEQ). The property was the former
location of the Central Operations Area of the Potomac Yard
rail yard, which operated from 1906 to 1990 and was used for
locomotive repair, maintenance and fueling. Environmental investigations found petroleum and metals contamination of soil
and groundwater. The petroleum constituents are associated
with diesel and heavy oils, and the metals are associated with
cinder ballast ash fill material. Remedial actions to mitigate potential risks to human health and the environment from the
contaminants have been proposed by LBG Parcel C, L.L.C.
and accepted by DEQ. The remedial actions consist of: an environmental health and safety plan; soil excavation and disposal; utility clean corridor preparation; dust control; construction
dewatering; clean fill/surface cap; subsurface ventilation; and a
groundwater use restriction. A Certification of Satisfactory
Completion of Remediation has been requested of the VDEQ
VRP for the site. Questions or comments regarding this notice
will be accepted for 30 days from the date of publication and
should be addressed to the contact below:
John Diehl
Environmental Consultants and Contractors, Inc.
43045 John Mosby Highway
Chantilly, VA 20152
(703) 327-2900
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Letters
From Page 10
citizen’s review board to look into such
shootings, with its report forwarded to the
commonwealth attorney for any action he
or she might want to take? I think this citizen involvement would bolster Alexandria’s
confidence in its police force, yet keep the
commonwealth’s attorney in the investigation.
Robert Trautman

Unjustified
Comparison
To the Editor:
There is a strong temptation to suspect
that today’s NSA leaker Edward Snowden
and yesteryear’s Alexandria Gazette editor
Edgar Snowden, who took his paper underground rather than cooperate with the U.S.
military’s occupation, might be blood relations. If so, notwithstanding the
Constitution’s idealistic prohibition of “corruption of blood,” disloyalty to the United
States might be hereditary.
Nevertheless, there is wide disagreement
as to whether NSA leaker Edward Snowden
is a traitor, criminal, whistleblower, or patriot. But for Harry Covert [“Alexandria’s
Welcome Mat for Mr. Snowden,” Alexandria
Gazette Packet, June 27] to seemingly put
him in the same category as James Hanssen,
an FBI agent who spied for the Soviets, or
Zacharias Moussawi, a 9/11 conspirator, is
unjustifiable. Even if the information
Snowden revealed might be of interest to
America’s enemies, it is primarily of great
public interest. That makes Snowden more
like leaker Bradley Manning than like
Hanssen or Moussawi.
The feds need be more mindful of the
ineluctable expectations they create by
holding our country out to its citizens and
the world as a great bastion of liberty. What
Snowden revealed led to so severe a reaction from cognitive dissonance because NSA
spying on our own citizens seems to violate
the expectations our government and our
country’s principles seem to hold forth, even
if not our laws. And the feds, with a seemingly imperial disdain, only reinforce this
cognitive dissonance by forcing down the
Bolivian president’s airplane in the mistaken
belief Snowden is on board.
Dealing with Snowden calls for a light,
rather than a heavy, touch: In whatever
country grants him refuge, whether Cuba,
Ecuador, or Iceland, we have the means to
send surveillance drones to pay him unscheduled visits from time to time, follow
him down the street, at the café, even ones
small enough to fly around his bedroom
while he’s asleep.
Dino Drudi
Alexandria

Challenging
Bicyclists
To the Editor:
The Alexandria City Council recently
adopted a new bicycle ordinance allowing

bicycles on the sidewalks. Let us compare
this to a city considered to be the Mecca of
bicycling, Copenhagen, Denmark. Safety
and security are vital for pedestrians in urban centers, since they contribute to city
life — both on the streets and squares. They
are enmeshed in the urban fabric, since they
support retailers, eat in restaurants, and
participate in cultural events, etc. When
pedestrians walk, it should be without risk
of being run down. They are the most vulnerable and should be afforded the greatest protection.
Bicycle-friendly governments such as
Denmark recognize the significance of pedestrians and cyclists, but also understand
their inherent incompatibility. When cycling
on the sidewalks is allowed, it creates conflicts and disagreements with pedestrians,
because cyclists do not always cycle in a
manner that acknowledges or respects the
pedestrians. For this reason, Denmark does
not allow bicycles on sidewalks as a matter
of law. Furthermore, the Danish bicycle
union emphasizes the law on its web site.
Although there are bicycle lanes in
Copenhagen, many streets do not have
these lanes, so bicycles share the street with
vehicles.
Coincidently, Copenhagen recently announced a street project showing a different priority. One of the major streets has no
bicycle lanes or trails. Yet, Copenhagen proposes to take away part of the traffic lanes
to create a wider, nicer sidewalk.
Copenhagen also emphasizes that they are
not creating any bike trails, and that bikes
will continue to share car lanes with cars.
The street is called Istedgade, a very busy
street indeed that connects some of the
boroughs in Copenhagen. The Mayor of
Copenhagen gave the following explanation
to Politiken, a major Danish newspaper. The
mayor says “it is no secret that the renovation of Istedgade becomes a bit of this, and
a little of the other. It is art of the possible.
And we have decided that there must be
room for life, “ said the mayor. “Therefore
the broad sidewalks beat the bike path and
wide car lanes.”
I have experienced two recent events in
the City of Alexandria which are quite troubling. The first was having to perform an
emergency stop to avoid a bicyclist who
blew past a stop sign on Wayne Street right
in front of me while I was driving on Adams
Street. Everything not bolted down in the
car became airborne.
The second was witnessing five Alexandria police officers on bicycles blowing
through a stop sign in Old Town. I called
out, telling them it was illegal. Then one
turned back asking in a belligerent tone
what my problem was. I again told him that
what they just did was illegal and they were
setting a bad example. He replied that the
law merely required them to yield. To which
I responded, they did not yield, only
avoided hitting the car that was in the intersection at the time.
There are numerous bike web sites for
Demark, all which emphasize that if there
are no trails, bikes cannot ride on the sidewalks. These sites also point out that if you
do, expect to receive sizable fines levied on
scofflaws. The fines also apply to those cyclists who run red lights, fail to signal, or
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who do not ride on the right in the inner
right lane.
Poul Hertel
Alexandria

Taxes and Fees
Keep Rising
To the Editor:
Last Saturday as I was leaving the parking lot under City Hall, I noticed a sign outlining the new parking fee structure for that
lot. Over the years I have recommended to
a number of potential “Old Town” visitors
that this lot was the most economical and
convenient parking venue in “Old Town.”
Well, that’s changed. The hourly parking
rate has increased from $2 to $2.50, and
the maximum rate for hourly parkers entering after 5 p.m. increased from $2 to $4.
In addition, the employee monthly parking
rate increased from $25 to $30 at the PittOronoco surface lot and $75 to $90 at all
other city parking facilities.
As if that wasn’t enough, I decided to look
at the city’s 2014 budget to see what other
tax surprises our over-paid city manager
and defunct City Council have enacted. So
here are most of them extracted directly out
of the city’s 2014 Budget Document:
❖ The real estate tax rate increased 4.0
cents to $1.038 per $100 of assessed value.
The average calendar year 2013 residential real estate tax bill, including the rate
change and average increased assessed
value, will be $314 greater than 2012.
❖ The vehicle personal property tax increased .25 percent or $5 per $100 of assessed value.
❖ The consumer utility tax is levied on
all residential and commercial users of water, natural gas, and electricity. In FY 2014,
the monthly cap on residential electric and
natural gas taxes is increased from $2.40
to $3 with no change in the tax rate for a
maximum increase of $7.20 per year.
❖ The tax on tobacco products is increased from 80 cents to $1 per pack.
❖ The fee for residents to temporarily reserve street parking spaces is increased by
$10, from the current rates of $30 to $40
for metered spaces and $20 to $30 for nonmetered spaces.
The budget includes a variety of fee increases for marina usage, recreational services, and out-of-school time programs. This
also includes an increase in outdoor pool
fees to support the continued operation of
Warwick Pool for FY 2014.
❖ The fee for commercial properties receiving refuse collection services is increased from the current rate of $217 per
unit of service to $328 per unit of service
to be equivalent with the residential fee.
❖ The impound lot one-time service fee
is increased from $80 to $90 per vehicle,
and the storage fee is increased from $40
to $50 per day for each day the vehicle is
stored at the impound lot.
❖ The permit fee for reviewing construction plans involving excavation is increased
by $50, from $200 to $250 per city block
excavated.
❖ The Farmers’ Market vendor fee is increased to fully recover the cost of staffing,

materials and marketing. The Department
of General Services will work with the existing vendors to determine the specifics
❖ The fee for residents to have mulch delivered to their homes is increased by $10,
from $40 to $50 per load.
There are two other taxes that haven’t increased but affect us daily. The Alexandria’s
restaurant meals tax rate is 4 percent. It was
last increased from 3 percent in FY 2009.
The tax is in addition to a 6 percent sales tax
(4.3 percent state sales tax, 0.7 percent regional transportation tax, and 1 percent local option). The other tax is the Admissions
Tax which is 10 percent of the admissions
fee up to 50 cents, this tax is levied on the
sale of movie and live theatre tickets. It was
implemented by the city during FY 2006.
The city must be desperate for cash by
raising all of the aforementioned tax increases. With a debt service at about $60
million per year, our financial status is tenuous at best and could be worse especially if
the city decides to build a metro stop in
Potomac Yards. That will skyrocket our debt
service up to $80-85 million. That why it is
important that the Environmental Impact
Statement recommends a “no build” for the
metro stop. There have been 33 municipal
bankruptcies since 2010 and we certainly
don’t want to be number 34.
Townsend A. “Van” Van Fleet

Memories from
Landmark Mall
To the Editor:
I enjoyed reading Michael Lee Pope’s article on the situation at Landmark Mall
(“Winds of Change at Landmark, Once
Thriving Mall Braces for Development,”
Alexandria Gazette Packet, June 27). It was
good that he provided some historical background on the grand opening of Landmark
in 1965 and its heyday as an outdoor mall
in the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s.
As a 52-year-old lifelong Alexandrian, let
me share my memories of the old Landmark. As a young man I patronized many
establishments at Landmark such as Irving’s
Sporting Goods, Alexandria Arts and Crafts
Hobby Store (which had relocated from 809
Cameron St. around 1973) and Variety
Music in the underground mall.
It was a different Alexandria back then.
The demographics of the West End have
changed dramatically. But I have always
continued to shop and dine at Landmark.
I’m an old-school Alexandrian and I enjoy
the convenience and tradition of going there.
Gregory G. Paspatis
Alexandria

A Poem for the 4th of July
Independence Day music
And the beauty of its celebration
Stars and Stripes of Old Glory
The red, white and blue
Throughout our cites and nation
Our country United States of America
Where there’s freedom, there’s liberty
A star spangled celebration
Happy birthday, America
— Geri Baldwin, Alexandria
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

Is Takeover Constitutional?
From Page 1
are there and need to be addressed at the appropriate time, but I just want to make sure that our
priority is turning Jefferson-Houston around.”
Supporters of the takeover effort considered an
amendment to the constitution that would have
added a subsection authorizing a statewide division
that was not bounded by geography. But the effort
to move forward with a constitutional amendment
was abandoned in favor of passing a law instead.
Now opponents of the takeover effort say the failure
to secure an amendment is a legal flaw that can be
exploited in the courts.
“They didn’t gain constitutional authority for that
bill,” said state Sen. Adam Ebbin (D-30). “The constitution would need to be amended in order for that
bill to be implemented properly.”

ernor has signed it, supporters say, the constitutional
threshold has already been met.
“The General Assembly set criteria that says they
can take over a school if it’s failing,” said Del. Dave
Albo (R-42). “I think they would automatically lose
the case before it starts,”

JEFFERSON-HOUSTON has been in tailspin since
1999, when the Alexandria School Board adopted a
redistricting plan that created a racial imbalance at
the school. In one year, the school went from having
50 percent of its students eligible for free and reduced lunch to 77 percent. Since that time, the
school’s enrollment had plummeted from 486 in 2000
to 361 students today — and that’s after adding sixth,
seventh and eighth grade classes to the school.
“I think they need to let the takeover happen,” said
Bea Porter, who will have two
grandchildren attending the
WHEN THE BILL was debated
school this fall. “There’s no need
during the General Assembly sesto stall because they have done
sion, opponents of the Educaso poorly for so long that it’s time
tional Opportunities Institution
for somebody else to come in and
violates Article Eight Section Five
take over.”
of the Virginia Constitution,
Since Morton Sherman was apwhich directs the Virginia Board
pointed superintendent in 2008,
of Education to divide the comtest scores at Jefferson-Houston
monwealth into “school divisions
have fallen even lower. In the last
of such geographical area.” Bethree years, English performance
cause the newly created school
for students with disabilities has
division would be statewide, opslipped from 60 percent to 46
ponents say, it violates this lanpercent. In that same period,
guage.
math performance for black stu— Del. Rob Krupicka dents has plummeted from 77
“I don’t think this is how the
voters envisioned our education
percent to 29 percent. Test scores
system being run when the constitution was adopted have been so low for such a long that Jefferson-Housin 1903,” said Del. Scott Surovell (D-44). “I think it ton is the only school in Northern Virginia that qualiwas always intended to be local control.”
fies for state takeover under McDonnell’s Educational
Supporters of the takeover effort point to a differ- Opportunity Initiative.
ent part of the article in question, pointing out that
“I would say that Thomas Jefferson himself would
the section directing the Board of Education to di- be opposed to that,” said Alexandria School Board
vide the commonwealth into school divisions of geo- Chairwoman Karen Graf in February. “That’s bold,
graphical area has an important qualifier — that the but he wrote a lot about education and he felt that
separation happen “subject to such criteria and con- place where education should be decided was at the
ditions as the General Assembly may prescribe.” Now local level.”
that legislators have approved the bill and the govDURING THE GOVERNOR’S annual State of the
Commonwealth Address in January, McDonnell
Neighborhoods
asked legislators to establish an Opportunity Educational Institution — making it a top priority during
his last year in office, a time when governors typiLEAGUE MEETING
cally try to fashion some sort of legacy for themselves.
The League of Women Voters of Alexandria
He described the effort as a “bold initiative” to proheld its annual meeting at the home of Pat
vide “a high-quality education alternative for students
Sullivan on Walnut Street. The group decided
attending chronically underperforming” schools.
to change the style of future annual meetings
“If a school is consistently failing, the Opportunity
to be headed by a management committee
Educational Institution will step in to manage it,”
rather than by the usual setup of elected officsaid McDonnell. “If the school has failed for two
ers. Olga Hernandez, from the State LWV
years, the Institution can take it over and provide a
Board, came to the meeting to explain the use
brand new approach to a broken system.”
of this management committee.
The bill became law on July 1, although critics say
The first meeting in September will take up
little has been done to set up a new statewide school
the Voting Rights Act and its impact on our lodivision. Considering that the timeline calls for the
cal voting.
newly created institution to take control of several
The meeting decided that in Alexandria we
troubled schools across the state a year from now,
should contemplate the problem of our antique
opponents of the Educational Opportunities Institusewer system and what can be done about it.
tion say the lack of progress is troubling.
Among those attending the meeting were Judy
“They don’t have policies in place, and hey don’t
Miller, Sue Worden, Lynn Humphries, Kay
have procedures in place,” said Krupicka. “Their
Youngflesh, Rita Foisie, Francine Gemmil and
board has never met. They have no idea how they
Katy Cannady.
are going to interface with local school divisions, how
they are going to take property and manage prop— Lois Kelso Hunt
erty but they want to take over schools in 12
months?”

“The legal issues are
there and need to be
addressed at the
appropriate time, but
I just want to make
sure that our priority
is turning JeffersonHouston around.”

Taylor Run
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Hi Neighbor – Market’s Up and Summer is Here!
“According to a recent national poll,
53% said they believe now is a good
time to begin improving the look and
feel of their homes.” –Houzz & Home 2013
My family and I have lived and
worked in your community for over
30 years. My carpentry work is
meticulous and I take great pride in
completing your projects on time and on budget – just ask my clients.
Let me give you a free quote on those projects you’ve been dreaming about.

Phillip Norris – 30 Years of Finish Carpentr y
& Trim Work Expertise
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • References Provided with Pride

Ofc: 703.684.5215 Cell: 703.403.2994
Finishcarpentry-1@comcast.net

Free Estimates!

Patios, Walls, Walkways,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping
and So Much More!

Blooming Tropicals
25% Off

Refresh Your Garden
Fresh New 6”-8”
Annuals Just Arrived!
4” Annuals - 1/2 Price

includes
includes

Mandevilla Jasmine
Jasmine Gardenia
Gardenia
Mandevilla

25% Off

Japanese Maples

Early Blooming
Shrubs &
Perennials

30% OFF

Over 200
200 Varieties
Varieties
Over

Citrus, Fruit Trees, 25% Off
Blueberries
All Hostas
& Herbs
over 150 varieties

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

Celebrating our
40th Anniversary

F
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Bulk Mulch,
Playground
Chips & Compost

$29.99/cu. yd.
9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia
2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Follow
us:

703-573-5025

Open 7 days a week
Visit our new Web site:

➠www.cravensnursery.com
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The Alexandria Aces are looking for their first winning record in six seasons of existence.

Blake Ream earned the win against Southern Maryland
on Tuesday, allowing two hits in six shutout innings.

Aces Looking for First Winning Season
Alexandria improves
to 14-8 with shutout of
Southern Maryland.
By Jon Roetman
Gazette Packet

he Alexandria Aces last season
produced the best record in club
history, finishing 20-21 in the
Cal Ripken Collegiate Baseball

T

League.
This year, the Aces have their sights set
on earning their first winning record in six
seasons of existence.
Alexandria blanked the Southern Maryland Nationals 10-0 on Tuesday night at
Frank Mann Field, improving its record to
14-8 with fewer than half its games remaining. Entering Wednesday’s contests, the

Aces had won seven of their last eight games
and owned the second-best winning percentage in the league behind the perennial
power Bethesda Big Train.
“We’ve been a clutch team,”
third-year Aces pitcher Colin
Milon said. “We didn’t start off
too hot, but I think we’ve really come together; we’re starting to really figure things out.
As a pitching staff, the starters
have done a good job just keeping us in the game and the
bullpen has been lights out all
year. I think we probably have
the best bullpen in the league. They’ve been
phenomenal.”
On Tuesday, four Aces pitchers combined
to throw a two-hit shutout against the Nationals. Blake Ream (Longwood) earned the
victory, allowing two hits while walking
three and striking out six in six innings. Ben

Kennedy (Eastern Illinois), Tyler Brown
(Wingate) and Tyler Fries (Wilmington)
each tossed a hitless inning of relief, dropping Alexandria’s team ERA to 3.29, good

ing, defense and speed,” DeSilva said. “Last
year we went for the three-run home run,
which worked out OK, but [this year] we
put a lot of pressure on the defense with a
lot of team speed.”
Milon was tied for the league
lead with four victories entering Wednesday’s contests. The
McLean native, who attended
Bishop O’Connell High School
in Arlington and pitches for
George Washington University,
won each of his first four starts,
— Alexandria Aces head coach David DeSilva posting an ERA of 2.46 with 19
strikeouts and 15 hits allowed
for sixth out of 12 teams.
in 22 innings.
“He’s absolutely a leader — that would
First-year Aces head coach David DeSilva,
who was an assistant with the club last sea- be a word I’d use to describe Colin,” DeSilva
son, said pitching was one of Alexandria’s said. “He’s the leader of the pitching staff
main focal points in a new approach to re- on and off the field — he obviously proves
cruiting.
it with a 4-0 record. He comes in the
“We centered our recruiting around pitchSee Alexandria, Page 29

cording to their weight and age. This program is for participants ages 7-16.
Registration fee is $40. Online registration is available. All participants must have
a Division of Motor Vehicles Identification
Card upon registration. The sportsmanship
and equipment days will be held from 9
a.m.-noon on Saturday, July 20 (Anklebiters
and 80 pounds), Saturday, July 27 (90 and
100) and Saturday, Aug. 3 (115, 130 and
150). The Alexandria Titans football camps
(free for Titan players only) will be held
July 29-Aug. 1 from 6-8 p.m. at George
Washington Middle School.
The Alexandria Titans Youth Football
Booster Club is looking for sponsorships for

the 2013 season. For more information or
to register online, call the Sports Office at
703.746.5402 or go on the Recreation
Department’s
web
site
at
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation.

“We were 20-21 last year, so we obviously
want to finish over .500, but I think
everybody on the staff and the club have
higher expectations than that.”

Sports Briefs

Titans Youth Tackle
Football Registration
The Alexandria Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities; Centers, Playgrounds and Youth Sports Division is accepting registrations for the
Alexandria Titans Youth Tackle Football
program. Teams are formed in the following weight divisions and participate
in the Fairfax County Youth Football
League: anklebiters, 80 pounds, 90
pounds, 100 pounds, 115 pounds, 130
pounds and 150 pounds. Participants will
be weighed and assigned to teams ac-
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Youth Volunteer
Coaches Needed
The Alexandria Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities is seeking volunteers to coach youth tackle and
flag football, girls volleyball and
cheerleading. Criminal history background
checks are required. Interested persons

should call the sports office at 703-7465402
or
email
mac.slover@alexandriava.gov
or
Tamika.coleman@alexandriava.gov.

Community Open
Play Days and Nights
July is National Park and Recreation
Month in Alexandria and throughout the
U.S. The Alexandria Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities is
celebrating “Rock Your Park” by offering
See Briefs, Page 29
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Sports

Alexandria Improves to 14-8
From Page 28
bullpen, he gets his work in, he gets his long-toss
in and he sets the example.”
Milon said experience in the CRCBL has helped.
“A couple years here, you start to get a little bit
more comfortable,” the left-hander said. “You get a
feel for what you need to do to be successful out
there.”
Aces hurler Brian O’Neill (Washington & Jefferson)
was named league Pitcher of the Week for the week
of July 1-7. He won both his starts, allowing no runs
on six hits in 13 1/3 innings. On July 2, O’Neill allowed four hits while walking one and striking out
three in 6 1/3 innings during a 12-1 win against the
Herndon Braves. On July 7, he threw a seven-inning
two-hit shutout against Youse’s Orioles.
Ream leads the team with a 0.96 ERA.
At the plate, Nick Collins (Georgetown) was fifth
in the league with a .354 batting average after
Tuesday’s game. The 6-foot-2, 241-pound designated

hitter/catcher bats third in the Aces’ lineup and leads
the team with 17 RBIs.
“He’s been fantastic,” DeSilva said. “He commands
the respect of pitchers from the other staff. Everybody knows him. They pitch him a little bit different
way — they’re not giving him fastballs down the
middle in hitter’s counts, so he’s really having to make
adjustments throughout the season.”
Ryan Mincher (Pennsylvania) was hitting .319 for
the Aces. Blaine Bower (.368), Reid Clary (.308),
Colton Konvicka (.306) and Dylan Swetman (.304)
were hitting better than .300 in fewer than 50 atbats for Alexandria.
The Aces will look to continue their winning ways
when they travel to face the Herndon Braves at 7
p.m. on Thursday, July 11.
“We were 20-21 last year,” DeSilva said, “so we
obviously want to finish over .500, but I think everybody on the staff and the club have higher expectations than that.”

Sports Briefs
From Page 28
free Community Open Play Days
and Nights throughout the summer at Ben Brenman Soccer &
Softball Field, Four Mile Soccer
Field and weekends only at Witter
Recreation Park.
Through Aug. 18, the department will be providing the opportunities for families, friends and
neighbors of all ages to come visit
its fields to exercise, play soccer,
lacrosse, touch football, rugby,
Frisbee and more.
The dates and times for each
location are: Ben Brenman Field
(4800 Ben Brenman Drive), Tuesday and Thursday from 6-9 p.m.,
Saturday from 11 a.m.-5 p.m., and
Sunday from noon to
5 p.m.; Four Mile Soccer Field
(3700 Commonwealth Avenue),
Tuesday and Thursday from 6-9
p.m., Saturday 11 a.m.-5 p.m. and
Sunday from noon to 5 p.m.; and
Witter Recreational Fields (2700
Witter Drive), Saturday from 11
a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday from
noon-5 p.m.
Contact 703-746-5402 with any
questions or e-mail Mac Slover at
mac.slover@alexandriava.gov.

Hershey Track
And Field State
Champions
The Alexandria Department of
Recreation, Parks and Cultural
Activities Hershey Track and Field
team sent 25 participants to the
Virginia State Hershey Track and
Field Meet on Saturday, June 22
at West Albemarle High School in
Crozet, Va.
Alexandria won eight state
championships and had three state
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

runners up.
John Colucci, who won the state
championship in the 1600 meter
run, has qualified for the National
Hershey Championship in August
in Hershey, Pa. Colucci’s winning
time of 4:59.72 was the secondfastest time in the Hershey Track
and Field Games’ Region 8. Region
8 participants are from Virginia,
Alabama, Kentucky, Tennessee,
Georgia, North Carolina, West Virginia, South Carolina and Florida.
Five other participants throughout
Virginia also qualified for the National Hershey Championship.
State champions: boys’ 9-10
4x100 relay team (Joshua
Hairston, Si’Les Modisett, William
Opoku, John Agwaze); boys’ 1112 100- and 200-meter dash
(Ibrahim Bangura); boys’ 1600meter run (Colucci); girls; 9-10
50-meter dash (Solange Naranyo);
girls; 9-10 4x100 relay team
(Aniya Sterling, Solange Naranyo,
Jamia Jefferies, Branae Modisett);
girls’ 9-10 long jump standing
(Mariah Matthews); girls’ 11-12
long jump standing (Leslie Carr)
and girls’ 11-12 softball throw
(Courtney Holford).
Runners up: boys’ 800-meter
run (Colucci); boys’ 4x100 meter
relay (Delonte Eason, Donovan
Eason, Akiti Taylor, Khalil Williams); and girls’ 9-10 100-meter
dash (Naranyo).
Third place: boys’ 13-14 softball
throw (Eason); girls’ 11-12 800meter run (Erika Van Dyke); and
girls’ 11-12 4x100 relay team
(Halle Walker, Alexa Broggan,
Ciera Brown, Leslie Carr).
Fourth place: boys’ 13-14 100meter dash (Akiti Taylor); and
girls’ 11-12 4x100 relay team
(Courtney Holford, Breyana
Smith, Shakayia Framer, Shanay
Evans).

Lil’ Titans Youth
Flag Football
The Alexandria Department of
Recreation, Parks and Cultural
Activities; Sports Section is now
accepting registrations for the Lil’
Titans Youth Flag Football program. This developmental program is for participants ages 5-6.
League age is determined by the
age of the participant as of Oct. 1,
2013. Teams are formed by recreation districts. Registration fee is
$60. Online registration is available.
All participants must be resident
of the City of Alexandria. Games
will be held on Saturday afternoons in September and October.
For more information, call the
sports office at 703-746-5402 or
go on the recreation department’s
Web
site
at
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation
for the registration forms or to register online.

Teaching
Kids Is
Our
Specialty
Summer Special
2 Free Trial Lessons
ages 31⁄2 –12

includes uniform + 5 lessons
Confidence, Discipline, Respect

AllStarAlexandria.com

703-370-KICK
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People

People Notes
Email announcements to gazette@connection
newspapers.com. Deadline is Thursday at noon. Photos welcome.

Photo Contributed

The 2013 Foster Parents of the Year for metropolitan Washington were honored for their
commitment to their foster sons and daughters as
well as to the children’s birth families.
City of Alexandria Foster Family of the Year:
Matt and Carole Keane are foster parents that
embody the concept of “Bridging the Gap.” The
Keanes work with the team to help find solutions
that are child-focused and respectful to birth families. Recently the Keanes fostered a 3 year old; the
child was able to make a successful and smooth
transition to a relative’s care. This was largely due
to the Keanes’ work in building a relationship with
these relatives. They included the relatives in family activities such as the child’s soccer games and
gymnastics lessons. They also often had the relatives over to their home for dinner. As a result of
this “Bridging the Gap” work, the child was able to
make a smooth transition to his relative’s care all
the while being able to continue having ties with
the Keanes.

From left: Deputy Chief David Huchler; Chief Deputy Clark Stearns; Liz Wixson, director of Clinical and
Emergency Services, Department of Community and Human Services; Assistant Fire Chief Andrew Snead;
Cherelle Carmichael, Probation and Parole; Cherye Echane, Sheriff’s Office; Andrea Hancock, Sheriff’s Office;
Deputy Joseph Runquist; Officer Rickey Williamson; Deputy Ricky Traynham; Officer Jonetta Hamilton;
Deputy Quentin Wade; Officer Nicolette Clara; Officer Micah Pasquarell; Sergeant Courtney Ballantine; Fiona
Apple, Alexandria Fire and EMS; Officer Eric Mouyal; Charlie Curia, Alexandria Fire and EMS; Beverly
Randall; Officer Jill Lingle, and Jonathan Teumer, Mental Health Emergency Services.

The Parent Leadership Training Institute appointed Adrienne Fikes to executive director.
Fikes served as a board member for more than
eight years and helped build the organization and
mission the institute represents today. The Parent
Leadership Training Institute works to equip parents with civics and advocacy skills to improve
parental involvement in their child’s health, safety
and learning.

Crisis Intervention Team Adds 15 New Members
Alexandria’s Crisis Intervention Team
added 15 new members in June when six
police officers, six sheriff deputies, two fire
department personnel and one probation
and parole officer graduated from the 13th
CIT training.
The classes are part of the ongoing effort
to instruct all city first responders and Detention Center personnel in techniques to
improve staff interactions and outcomes
with persons with mental illness and substance use disorders. The training was developed in collaboration with the Department of Community and Human Services,

the Alexandria Police Department and the
Alexandria Sheriff’s Office. Graduates received their certificates and congratulations
from Deputy Chief David Huchler, Chief
Deputy Clark Stearns and Assistant Fire
Chief Andrew Snead.
Unlike many CIT programs across the
country, which are comprised solely of police officers, Alexandria’s program includes
staff from all first responding agencies to
ensure that a comprehensive, city-wide approach is in place to assist residents with
mental illness. Through their 40 hours of
training, these first responders learn skills

School Notes

such as suicide intervention, verbal de-escalation techniques, the role of the family
in the care of a person with mental illness,
and legal training in mental health and substance abuse issues. In addition to classroom instruction, officers participate in role
playing exercises based on real-life scenarios and spend a day visiting mental
health and substance abuse inpatient and
outpatient treatment facilities where they
have the opportunity to engage in one-onone dialogue with mental health consumers. To date, more than 200 first responders have graduated from this training.

Email announcements to gazette@connection
newspapers.com. Deadline is Thursday at noon. Photos are welcome.
Eric Costantino has been accepted as a violist into the Credo Chamber Festival, to be held at
Oberlin Conservatory this summer.
Sally Anne Braeuer graduated from Villanova
University School of Law.
Samuel Frazier was named to the Curry College dean’s list for the Spring 2013 term.
Andrea T. Brendalen received a bachelor of
science degree in environmental sciences from the
University of Vermont.

Bulletin Board
Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday by noon. Photos welcome.

Browand,
jack.browand@alexandriava.gov,
703-746-5504.

THROUGH JULY 30

WEDNESDAY/JULY 17

English as a Second Language
class. Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library, 5005 Duke Street, 22304. All
levels workshop July 11, 16, 18, 23,
25, and 30 from 10 a.m.-noon.
Intermediate workshop July 16, 23,
and 30 from 3-5 p.m. All classes free.
Call the Information Desk, 703-7461702 ext. 3.

HUD National capital area office
Northern Virginia small
business event at the Durant
Memorial Center. Procurement
opportunities, federal state and local
contract spending data, teaming and
other topics will be discussed. Located
at 1605 Cameron Street, Alexandria.
From 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Registration
and Networking will take place from
9:30 a.m. – 10 a.m. Presenters include
the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development, Small Business
Administration, City of Alexandria,
Prince William County. Register
online at www.hud.gov. Contact
Belinda Fadlelmola at
Belinda.J.Fadlelmola@hud.gov or at
202-275-6280 with questions or for
assistance with registration.

SATURDAY/JULY 13
CYFCC - Youth Master Plan Design
Team 10:00 AM. Human Services
Building, 2525 Mt. Vernon Ave. For
more information, contact Ron
Frazier, 703-746-5967.

TUESDAY/JULY 16
Meeting. 1 p.m. Mount Vernon
Genealogical Society will meet in
room 112 of the Hollin Hall Senior
Center at 1500 Shenandoah Road.
Free and open to the public. Visit
www.mvgenealogy.org.
Tech Zoo Tuesdays. 3-5 p.m. at
Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library, 5005 Duke St. Learn about
the latest electronic reading devices
or bring equipment for hands-on
help. Call 703-746-1702.
Waterfront Commission 7:30 AM.
City Hall, Room 2000, 301 King St.
For more information, contact Jack

TUESDAY/JULY 23
Tech Zoo Tuesdays. 3-5 p.m. at
Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library, 5005 Duke St. Learn about
the latest electronic reading devices
or bring equipment for hands-on
help. Call 703-746-1702.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 24
Meeting. 7-9 p.m. at the James M.
Duncan, Jr. Branch Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Friends of
Duncan Library business meeting.
Call 703-746-1705.

SATURDAY/JULY 27
Colonial Republican Women
Discussion. 6:30-9 p.m. at the
Virginia Hills Administrations Center,
6520 Diana Lane. A foreign policy
panel and the CRW discuss the facts
surrounding the Benghazi news story.
Call 703-624-3252 or email
colonialrepublicanwomen@gmail.com.

THURSDAY/ JULY 18
Joint Meeting of Park and
Recreation Commission &
Youth Sports Advisory Board. 7
p.m. Located at City Hall, Council
Work Room, 301 King St. The
unsolicited proposal the city received
to build a private sports and
entertainment complex on the
current site of Hensley Park will be
discussed. Contact William
Chesley,william.chesley@alexandriava.gov,
703-746-5426.
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applications for its 2013 Youth
Academy, a four-day program in
August for ages 11 to 17. Participants
will learn about the Sheriff’s Office
by meeting deputies, observing
tactical and K-9 demonstrations,
touring the Detention Center and
Courthouse, and other related
activities. The Youth Academy runs 9
a.m.-2:30 p.m. at the Sheriff’s Office,
2003 Mill Road. Registration is free
and lunch will be provided. In some
cases, transportation may be
available. Space is limited and
registration is on a first come, first
served basis. Call Deputy Valarie
Wright at 703-746-5017 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/sheriff.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY/SEPT. 12-15
Annual Rug Event. Ten Thousand
Villages, 915 King Street. More than
300 rugs will be on display and
available for purchase from Bunyaad,
a company that works with artisans
in Pakistan. Call 703-684-1435 or
visit rugs.tenthousandvillages.com.

TUESDAY/JULY 30
Tech Zoo Tuesdays. 3-5 p.m. at
Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library, 5005 Duke St. Learn about
the latest electronic reading devices
or bring equipment for hands-on
help. Call 703-746-1702.

MONDAY-THURSDAY/AUG. 5-8
Registration Open. The Alexandria
Sheriff’s Office is now accepting

THROUGH SEPT. 20
Collection Starts Earlier. To avoid
the heat of spring and summer,
refuse and recycling collection shifts
to ‘warm weather hours’ and pickup
operations will begin an hour earlier.
All refuse and recycling materials
should be placed for collection prior
to 6 a.m. Visit alexandriava.gov/
SolidWaste.

FRIDAY/DEC. 20
Deadline. The 2014 Kluge Young
Composers Competition provides an
opportunity for young composers in
Virginia to develop their talents. The
winning composition, selected by
Maestro Kluge himself, will premiere
at an ASO performance. The 2014
Kluge Young Composers Competition
is open to any composer 18 or
younger who resides in Virginia.
Compositions should be five to seven
minutes in length and should use
standard orchestra instrumentation
and normal doublings. Submissions
must be received by Dec. 20. For
details on how to enter, visit
www.alexsym.org/kluge-youngcomposers-competition.

ONGOING
Foreclosure Prevention Clinics.
Noon at the Office of Housing, 421
King Street, Suite 200. The clinics
will be held weekly starting July 16,
and will offer both group and
individual counseling sessions to
assist homeowners who are
experiencing financial difficulties.
Call 202-667-7006.
Digital Magazines. Patrons of
Alexandria Library will have
unlimited access to read digital
magazines, which can be viewed on
most Internet-enabled devices inside
or outside of the library. Accesible
through www.rbdigital.com/
alexandriava/zinio.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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