
Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  September 5-11, 2013  ❖  1www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Address Service Requested

To: 1604 King St.,

Alexandria, VA  22314

Attention

Postmaster:

Time-sensitive

material.

PRSRT STD

U.S. Postage

PAID

Alexandria, VA

Permit #482

Serving Alexandria for over 200 years • A Connection Newspaper

Alexandria
Gazette Packet

25 Cents

September 5, 2013

Page 7

WellbeingWellbeing

See Massive,  Page 30

By Michael Lee Pope
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F
irefighters from
across the region
battled a massive
six-alarm fire Mon-

day on the West End, a fight
that enlisted help from across
the region and gave four
firefighters minor injuries. The
blaze erupted Monday at a
1960s-era warehouse on South
Pickett Street shortly before
noon, a time when the build-
ing was empty because of the
Labor Day holiday.

As firefighters arrived on the
scene, they were confronted
with a serious and unexpected
challenge. A water-main break
earlier in the day left the block
without water. That meant that
the hydrant directly in front of

Fighting Six Alarm Fire
Massive blaze
erupts at
warehouse on
West End;
cause yet to be
determined.

The six alarm warehouse fire was under control after 4
p.m., Monday, after hours of effort by several fire
stations.
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Six firefighting units were on scene during the peak of the fire.
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See City Weighs,  Page 3

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

C
ity officials and elected
leaders are considering
using the power of emi-

nent domain to accomplish its
goals on the waterfront if mem-
bers of the Old Dominion Boat
Club reject their latest compro-
mise. After eight years of negotia-
tion and debate, Alexandria Mayor
Bill Euille wrote a letter offering
an ultimatum: Cut a deal of face
the consequences.

“One of the considerations is
potential litigation,” said Deputy
City Attorney Chis Spera. “Emi-
nent domain is one of the possi-
bilities, but ultimately that’s going
to be a public process. The City
Council is going to have to vote
on whether they want to go for-
ward with eminent domain or any-
thing else.”

At issue is the club’s parking lot
at the foot of King Street, a point
of disagreement between city lead-
ers and Old Dominion members

Eminent Decision
City considers eminent domain if
boat club rejects final compromise.

See School Board,  Page 22

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

A
s members of the Alexan-
dria School Board were
behind closed doors in a

one-hour executive session last
week, Glenn Hopkins was thumb-
ing through a draft report he was
preparing to the release from the
Student Achievement Advisory
Committee. The report was not
good. On item after item, the re-
port would show that Alexandria
School Superintendent Morton
Sherman failed to make progress
on a series of recommendations
designed to improve student
achievement.

“I’m not sure what we’re going
to do with this report now,” said

H o p k i n s ,
glancing to-
ward the room
where School
Board mem-
bers were
meeting in se-
cret. “The tar-
get is gone.”

The target
— the embattled superintendent
of the city’s struggling public
school system — was about to be
toast. A few minutes later, board
members emerged from behind
closed doors and began debating
a motion to release Sherman from
the remaining 22 months of his
contract — a cost to taxpayers of
$282,000. Sherman’s annual sal-

Sherman Era
Draws to Close
Superintendent oversaw schools
during tumultuous five-year term.

Morton
Sherman
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Is Takeover Constitutional?
Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli is weighing into the debate about

school takeover with a surprising move this week, announcing that his office
will not be defending the Opportunity Educational Institution. The move comes
as a change of fortunate for many opponents of the institution, which was
designed to take over failing schools. Because Jefferson-Houston School in
Alexandria is the only school in Northern Virginia to qualify for a takeover,
city leaders have been closely following the debate about the constitutional-
ity of the law.

City Council members and School Board members went behind closed doors
in July to consider entering into a lawsuit with the Virginia School Boards
Association. They ultimately decided against joining the lawsuit, which was
eventually filed by the association and the Norfolk School Board. Alexandria
leaders said they were concerned about the perception created by engaging
in a political lawsuit while students at Jefferson-Houston were still strug-
gling. Meanwhile, School Board leaders have not been shy about publicly
challenging the constitutionality of the law.

“It takes away local tax dollars and commandeers them for state use,” said
School Board Vice Chairman Justin Keating. “So it’s simply illegal.”

Now Alexandria School Board members have an unlikely ally — the Repub-
lican attorney general, who is now refusing to stand behind the landmark
education reform of a Republican governor. In a letter to the governor this
week, the attorney general informed the governor that his office “cannot de-
fend this lawsuit.” He suggested that the governor find special counsel to
represent the targets of the lawsuit if necessary.

“The Virginia Constitution states, and the courts have affirmed, that the
supervision of public schools must remain with their local school districts,”
said Brian Gottstein, director of communication for the attorney general’s
office. “This is a purely legal issue. If the attorney general’s analysis shows
that a law is unconstitutional, he has a legal obligation to not defend it.”

Back in Court
Next week, justices of the Virginia Supreme Court will once again hear oral

arguments in a dispute between the Old Dominion Boat Club and Alexandria
City Hall. At issue is Wales Alley, a disputed stretch of land that connects
Strand Street to South Union Street.

After the Alexandria City Council approved a lease to Virtue Feed and Grain
for the restaurant to install outdoor dining tables and chairs in part of the
alley, members of the club filed a lawsuit. The lawsuit charged that members
have a historical right to use the alley to get their boats to the parking lot at
the foot of King Street, the source of an ongoing fight between the club and
the city.

The boat club won the case in Alexandria Circuit Court, and the city ap-
pealed to the Virginia Supreme Court last year. The Supreme Court decided
that the circuit court had not ruled on the merits of the case, so it was re-
manded back to Alexandria. Then the Circuit Court ruled in favor of the city.
So the boat club appealed to the Virginia Supreme Court.

That means justices will hear oral arguments in the case for a second time.
This comes at a time when leaders of the club are considering a final offer
from city officials to determine the fate of a parking lot, an offer that comes
with the threat of eminent domain.

Reforming Ethics
With the outgoing Republican governor caught up in a scandal involving

undisclosed gifts, Democrats are smelling blood in the water. As the cam-
paign season heats up, many Democrats are announcing efforts at ethics re-
form — a way to capitalize on the media attention while sticking it to Repub-
licans. This week, Del. Rob Krupicka (D-45) was the latest to join the effort,
launching a website called VAEthicsReformNow.com.

“The ongoing investigation regarding Governor McDonnell and his accep-
tance of gifts from Star Scientific has brought to light the urgent need for
reform in our political system,” said Krupicka in a statement announcing the
new site. “Without changes, we will lose the trust of the people we are sup-
posed to represent.”

Krupicka said the idea behind the site is intended to make sure the public
has a seat at the table during the discussion of the state’s ethics reform, a
conversation that includes everything from caps on the dollar amount of gifts
elected officials can receive to new rules governing disclosure of gifts to fam-
ily members. The website features a petition calling for the Virginia General
Assembly to pass “significant ethics reform legislation” and a survey to gather
input from the public about ethics reform issues.

— Michael Lee Pope

Week in Alexandria
News

Aerial view shows how the waterfront looks now, including the Old Domin-
ion Boat Club parking lot at the foot of King Street.

See City Weighs,  Page 22

The waterfront
plan calls for a
new public plaza
called Fitzgerald
Square to be
constructed where
the Boat Club’s
parking lot now
stands.

From Page 1

City Weighs Eminent Domain
for decades. Recommendation 3.72 of the

waterfront plan calls for the city to “pursue
eliminating the ODBC parking lot along The
Strand, preferably through negotiation with
the ODBC.” Since zoning for the waterfront
plan was adopted earlier this year, city offi-
cials have been engaged in ongoing negotia-
tions to make that recommendation a reality.
Now those negotiations seem to be reaching
an end game.

“In developing this last and final proposal,
council took the city’s adopted waterfront
small-area plan into account as it improves the
appearance of the waterfront, provides for
better access for the public, and implements
vital flood mitigation strategies,” wrote Euille
in a June 14 letter to the boat club.

THE WATERFRONT PLAN has long been a
source of disagreement in Alexandria, prompt-
ing a series of legal challenges that are still
making their way through the court system.
Although much of the attention has been the
three sites slated for redevelopment, another
part of the plan calls for eliminating the club’s
parking lot, which is located on the site of a
historic wharf that dates to the earliest days
of the city.

“The elimination of the parking lot creates
the opportunity for a major new public space

between the Fitzgerald warehouse and the
water,” according to the plan. “This would open
up continuous public access along the water-
front and increase the amount of public space
at one of the most important locations on the
waterfront.”

Now city leaders are ready to cut a deal. If
boat club members agree to reduce the size of
the parking lot to 11,500 square feet, the city
would construct a public plaza along the Strand
side of the lot. City officials want boat storage
to be moved to an off-site storage facility, but
boat club leaders have resisted that idea. Many
members question the idea that the club should
cut a deal with city leaders at all.

“I don’t see any reason to give the city any-
thing,” said Townsend Van Fleet, a boat club
member who ran against Euille in 2003. “We
had a lawsuit with the feds for more than 30
years, and the land was awarded to the boat
club. And now the city comes along and wants
to take parts of the same land that we fought
over with the feds.”

WHEN MEMBERS of the boat club were
buzzing about negotiations between the club
and city leaders, Van Fleet called assistant city
attorney Joanna Anderson and asked for a copy
of the city’s proposal. The city attorney’s office
interpreted the request as a Freedom of Infor-

Alexandria Department of

Planning and Zoning

Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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Jefferson Park $1,100,000
514 Fontaine Street. Spacious 4/5 bedroom, 3.5+.5 bath brick Colonial
with 4 fireplaces and a fabulous heated pool with automatic cover and
outdoor entertaining area. Spacious Great Room, 4 upper level bedrooms
including a large Master Suite with balcony and fireplace. Fully finished
lower level with access to the yard, inviting side porch and off-street
parking. Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Seminary Ridge $599,000
26 Ft. Williams Parkway. Deceivingly spacious 4 bedroom, 3 bath home with
2 finished levels on 8,000 sq ft lot close to schools, shopping, Old Town & D.C.
Living room with fireplace, fabulous screened-in porch off of dining room &
updated kitchen. Three main level bedrooms including Master Suite with
tumbled marble bath and walk-in closet. Huge walk-out lower level with HIGH
ceilings features family room, full bath & 4th bedroom. Lots of storage & off-
street parking.  Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Rosemont $723,900
37 E. Linden Street. Leave your car at home! This updated 3
BR, 1.5 BA Farmhouse is ideally located just a few blocks from
2 METRO Stations, Old Town and Del Ray! Newly finished lower
level, updated baths and kitchen, front and back porches, 2
off-street parking spaces and a huge fenced back yard.

Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Belle Haven $1,799,000
2106 Wakefield Court. Gorgeous 6 bedroom, 3.5+.5
bath center hall Colonial with 5 fireplaces and an attached
2-car garage. This exquisite home has been updated to
perfection and is ideal for formal entertaining as well as
casual living.

Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $699,900
239 Monroe Avenue. 3 Bed/2 Bath, Charming Detached Bungalow
with Soaring Ceilings features open floor plan main level, open
kitchen with breakfast bar, spacious fully fenced back yard perfect for
entertaining & driveway for convenient off-street parking. Steps to
Mount Vernon Avenue & short stroll to Braddock Road Metro Station.

Bobi Bomar 703-927-2213

Alexandria $155,000 
3942 Sonora Place. What a beautiful two-level home in Sequoyah. The
largest two bedroom. Remodeled kitchen and baths, new flooring, new
carpet, new windows. The best value in Sequoyah right now. Has a garage
space with extra storage. 50-gallon newer hot water heater with water filter
system. Community Center with pool, tot lot. Close to Ft Belvoir.

Kerrie Price 703-549-8700

Alexandria $895,000
301 Laverne Avenue. 3 Bed/3.5 Bath, Beautiful Single Family Home on
corner lot boasts large welcoming front porch, chef’s kitchen with Viking
Professional and Sub-Zero appliances, spacious bedrooms & ample
closets, gorgeous bathrooms, fabulous walk-out basement with gas
fireplace & custom built-ins. Driveway provides plenty of off-street parking.

Bobi Bomar 703-927-2213

Alexandria $350,000
4101 Buckman Road. Large corner lot in Mount Vernon, approx. half
acre! 6 bedroom, 2 full bath brick home with wood-burning fireplace.
Breezeway separates main home from 2-car garage and attached
carport. Separate in-law suite above garage includes full bath. Investor’s
dream, Strictly “As-is”, needs some TLC—but lots of potential.

Marsha Belvis 703-283-0765

Fantastic Opportunity in Governors Hill $899,000
5858 Governors Hill Dr. Stunning single family home with
4 bedrooms and 4 full & 1 half baths. Open flowing floor
plan. 4,000 sq. ft. of luxurious living space and every
imaginable option and upgrade. bobbazzle54@gmail.com

Bob Bazzle 703-599-8964

Old Town/
Potomac Greens

$1,189,900
719 Bracy Lane.
LUXURIOUS MODEL HOME.
3 Walk-in Closets in MBR
w/Designer Cherry
Built-ins, 3 BR, 5 BA,
Gorgeous Gourmet
Kitchen, Fabulous
Custom Ceilings/Walls &
Cherry Library/Office, 5
Fireplaces, 3,700+ sq. ft.
of Stunning Accents.
You Must See!

Liza Jackson
571-217-0991

Alexandria/Mount Vernon $415,000
1704 Shenandoah Rd. HOLLIN HALL VILLAGE CHARM, UP-
DATED! One-level convenience with large addition! Beautifully
renovated kitchen, warm wood floors, fireplace. Treed,
fenced yard with patio. Minutes to shops, restaurants, G.W.
Parkway. Details at: www.1704ShenandoahRd.com
Cindy Baggett 703-593-1418•Leslie Rodriguez 703-400-3010

Jefferson Manor $389,000
2714 Albemarle. Save time & money when you can park the car & walk to
Huntington Metro. Located on a quiet one-way street, you’ll love the oversized
front porch for afternoon relaxing. 3 finished levels with main level family room &
full bath. Updated kitchen & baths, newer wood floors plus neutral paint. Large
shed with electricity & skylights. Fully fenced yard & deck. Call for a private tour.
Joni Koons 703-209-7277 • Greg Koons 703-209-7678

OPEN SUNDAY

COMING SOON

OPEN SUNDAY
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

www.cravensnursery.com
Visit our new Web site:

➠

Follow
us:

Celebrating our
40th Anniversary

40th Anniversary Sale!
We’re Celebrating 40 Years as a

Family-Owned business in Fairfax!

Mums Have
Arrived in

Gorgeous Colors!

Mums Have
Arrived in

Gorgeous Colors!

Mums Have
Arrived in

Gorgeous Colors!

25% Off
Any Plant

*With this ad.
Not valid w/other offers.

Expires 10-15-13
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Japanese Maples

30% OFF
Over 200 Varieties

35%
Japanese Maples
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50-65% Off All Pottery
65% off plastic pots

Buy 2 pots,
get one free*

*of equal or lesser value
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Free Estimates!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and So Much More!
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New Shipment
of Citrus

just arrived!

New Shipment
of Citrus

just arrived!

New Shipment
of Citrus

just arrived!

New Shipment
of Citrus

just arrived!

New Shipment
of Citrus

just arrived!

News

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

M
ore than 300 students from throughout
the area were treated to free back-to-
school haircuts courtesy of Alexandria

and Fairfax County firefighters who sponsored the
third annual Cuts for Kids Day.

Held Aug. 26 at the Charles Houston Recreation
Center and Aug. 27 at the Gum Springs Recreation
Center, local hairstylists and barbers volunteered
their time and talents to help send youngsters back
to school looking and feeling good about themselves.

“This is a fantastic partnership with Fairfax County
Fire and Rescue,” said Alexandria Fire Chief Adam
Thiel. “I am thankful to them and the many commu-
nity sponsors that have come out to help serve our
youth in Alexandria.”

Joining Thiel and the volunteers at Charles Hous-
ton was Michelle Burns, wife of Washington Redskins
special teams coach and former NFL great Keith
Burns.

“This is our first time here,” said Michelle Burns,
who volunteered with her children Keith, 12, and

Rachel, 16. “We’re newbies but Keith is from Alex-
andria so we do anything we can to help out.”

New clothing provided by the Neediest Kids was
distributed at Charles Houston as well as more than
100 backpacks filled with school supplies.

Organizations supporting the event included the
Alexandria Fire Department, Nationwide Creditors,
Apple Federal Credit Union, Keith Burns Foundation,
Fairfax County Federation of Teachers, Modern Tech-
nology Solutions, The Progressive Firefighters, Lo-
cal 2068, SEIU-512, Primo Family Restaurant, Car-
dinal Plaza Shell, Promax Realtors, Centreville Moose
Lodge and Arlington - Fairfax Elks Lodge 2188.

“It’s really fun being here,” said Rachel Burns. “I
want to be a teacher when I get older and love being
around the kids and helping out.”

Children were entertained by a clown and treated
to face painting, animal balloons and tours of a fire
truck.

“I can’t thank our volunteers and sponsors enough
for all their help in making today a success,” Bailey
said. “Serving the community and helping kids feel
more confident as they head back to school is why
we are doing this.”

Michele Burns, wife of Redskins special
teams coach Keith Burns, is joined by her
children Keith, 12, and Rachel, 16, as
volunteers during the Cuts for Kids Day at
Charles Houston Rec Center Aug. 26.

George Washington Middle School student
Natalie Cross, 12, gets a new back-to-
school haircut and style from Mason
Shupe of Blown Hair Salon in Old Town.

‘Cuts for Kids Day’
Firefighters send youngsters back to school in style.

Alexandria Fire Chief Adam Thiel gets a
fist bump from 8-year-old Liyew
Gashawtena at the third annual Cuts for
Kids Day at Charles Houston Recreation
Center Aug. 26. At right is Fairfax County
Fire Department technician Cheryl
McWilliams, who donated her services as a
hairstylist for children preparing to return
to school.

Gary Bailey of All At Once salon in Del Ray
puts the finishing touches on a new hair-
cut for Markeith Johnson, a 13-year-old
student at Minnie Howard.
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News

By Ashley Claire Simpson

Gazette Packet

A
lthough the Rev. Mark Mrini said
no one can pinpoint the exact
date of Del Ray United Method
ist Church’s anniversary, the con-

gregation will officially celebrate 120 years
on Sunday, Sept. 15.

Mrini said it is an exciting time for all
members of the congregation — from mem-
bers who have joined the church in the
seven years he has been on board, to the
people who have been members for de-
cades.

“This is a birthday celebration, but it’s
really a celebration of both our longevity
as a community and also the newness of
our community,” Mrini said. “We have ex-
perienced a lot of rebirth in the last decade,
so it’s a significantly different community
than it was 10 years ago. … And so, while
we do have a handful of members who have
been members for longer than 50-60 years,”
there are also people who were not here a
decade ago.

Mrini said the church was established in
1893. Though the church has survived for

120 years, it has been in its
current sanctuary since the
1940s and the rest of the
Windsor Avenue church since
the 1960s. The original church
home is now a residence about
a block away from the current
building.

According to Mrini, it is quite
an accomplishment for a
church community to not only
last, but to thrive for 120 years.
And, even with its deep roots
in the community, Mrini said the church still
continues to be a vibrant part of the Del
Ray neighborhood.

“This is a celebration of new beginnings,
freshness about our community and a new
spirit of vitality we’ve got here,” Mrini said.

Jillian Roth, the director of programs and
children’s ministries, has only been work-
ing at Del Ray UMC for two months, but
she said she felt the enthusiasm and youth-
fulness of the church almost immediately.

“I can feel that sense of community, and
passion for everything that goes on here,”
Roth said. “There are lot of different minis-
tries and openness to all of them.”

She added that there are a multitude of
programs for the youth, which has contrib-
uted to the growing number of children in
the congregation.

“We have a great children’s church, as

well a drama club that will start
again on Sept. 15,” Roth said.
“We work on skits that kids
perform for the congregation.
They do everything from pick-
ing the skit to some simple set
design. It is all hands on deck
for the children.”

Mrini said the growing need
for youth programs is a great
thing, and is an indicator of the
church’s success.

“Youth programs and partici-
pation has grown tons,” he said. “Seven to
10 years ago, we didn’t have any kids over
the age of 10. And, now we have so many
babies we can’t even count. We have a bap-
tism almost once or twice a month … there
are tons of babies.”

Mrini said there is not only youthful en-
thusiasm for the children’s programs, which
range from the nursery to a high school
youth group, there are programs for all sub-
sets of the church populations, and healthy
participation in all of them.

“There is a real spirit of openness and
excitement to try new ministries here,” he
said. “We have been very intentional about
making sure nobody gets left out. [Del Ray
UMC] is a place where anybody can con-
nect and find community and a place to go.
We need all segments of the congregation
to be able to plug in.”

The celebration on Sunday will include
food and a paper plane contest for the chil-
dren. “There will be a Paper Airplane Fly-
ing Contest, hot dogs, cake — a full cel-
ebration,” Roth said. “We are encouraging
the kids to work on and really craft the air-
plane in the days leading up to the contest.
Whoever’s plane goes the longest wins.”

Mrini said the competition symbolizes the
vision of the church for the upcoming de-
cades; Del Ray UMC is “flying into the next
120 years.”

Roth said it will not take another 120
years for the church to see even more de-
velopment and have even greater influence
in the community.

“I would like to see that the children I am
teaching pass the torch and do what I am
doing,” she said. “I see them being the vol-
unteers and leaders of the community to
bring forth the next generation.”

Mrini said that Del Ray UMC is already
central to the community. “Something we
describe ourselves as on our website and
that we really feel we are is the ‘spark in
the heart of Del Ray,’” he said. “We are hub
for neighborhood groups — including pre-
schools, the Alexandria citizens band — the
list goes on and on. This is where a lot of
people in the neighborhood meet, and get
connected. We are hoping and praying that
this is a positive and transformative thing
for the whole neighborhood.”

Del Ray United Methodist To Celebrate 120 Years
Building on a
sense of community.

Mrini
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See Bulletin Board,  Page 24

Email announcements to gazette@connectionnews
papers.com. Deadline is Thursday by noon.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 6
Health Screening. 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at Global

Health College, 25 S. Quaker Lane. Women over
the age of 40 can get a mammogram screening.
Free for those who meet financial eligibility,
otherwise insurance will cover the screening.
202-741-3252 to make an appointment.

Torpedo Factory Art Center Board -
Governance Comm. 10 a.m. Torpedo Factory
Art Center, 105 N. Union St. Contact Eric
Wallner, ewallner@torpedofactory.org, 703-
838-4565 x307.

Community Criminal Justice Board. 4 p.m.
City Hall, Council Work Room, 301 King St. Call
Desha Hall-Winstead, 703-746-4547.

Washington Sailing Marina. Spectator boats will
be available for a closer look of the races. $10/
person. Tickets are also available for post-race
celebration, $10. Visit www.leukemiacup.org/
nca for tickets or information.

Environmental Policy Commission Annual
Retreat. 10 a.m. Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library, 5005 Duke St. Call Khoa Tran, 703-746-
4076.

Picnic. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at Lake Accotink. Hosted by
the Northern Virginia Greens. Free. Visit http://

gp.org/NoVa/ for more.
National Capital Cat Show. Terri Grow of

PetSage will discuss holistic therapies for cats at
2 p.m. at Dulles Expo Center.

MONDAY/SEPT. 9
Human Rights Commission - Executive

Committee. 1 p.m. La Madeleine, 500 King St.
Call Jean Niebauer, 703-746-3140.

Bulletin Board

SATURDAY/SEPT. 7
Leukemia Cup Regatta. 10 a.m. at the

By Carol Cooke

A
sk Lonnie C. Rich’s wife, Marcia
Call, why her husband was se-
lected as a Living Legend of Al-
exandria. Her answer is simple

but profound: “He’s somebody who touches
things and wants to make them better.”

Former Alexandria Mayor Kerry Donley
said Rich has touched the city in a number
of ways: through civic engagement as chair
of the Del Ray Citizens Association, through
engagement in partisan politics and through
public service as an elected official.

Rich said he grew up in a very apolitical
family. His father was a preacher and poli-
tics were not discussed around the dinner
table. However, politics have played a ma-
jor role in Rich’s many contributions to the
City of Alexandria and beyond.

Born in Baton Rouge, Rich spent time in
Louisiana, Georgia and Texas before mov-
ing to Tennessee where he attended high
school. After graduating from law school at
the University of Memphis in 1974, Rich
moved to Washington and began work at
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. He was
responsible for drafting regulations that
implemented the landmark Title IX of the
federal Education Amendments of 1972,
which prohibited sex discrimination in fed-
erally assisted education programs.

Rich said the women’s movement got him
involved in politics. In 1977 he joined the
National Organization for Women (NOW)
and worked with a group he described as
“rump Democrats” to defeat a local Alex-
andria Democrat in the Virginia Assembly
who opposed the Equal Rights Amendment.
The group recruited and supported a mod-
erate Republican who supported equality
for women.

“I think politics is important. Governing
is important. But they’re not the same
things,” he said. “When you’re in politics,
you’re playing for a team, but when you’re
governing, you’re governing for everybody.”

Rich served the City of Alexandria in both
capacities. He was member and chair of the
Alexandria Democratic Committee and a
member of the Alexandria City Council from
1991 to 2000.

“He came on the council as a maverick,”
Donley said. “He threw out a lot of contro-
versial stands. He brought a lot of new ideas
but had trouble getting them enacted. He

came to see that it was a whole lot better to
work as a team and became a real contribu-
tor. When he left the council he was one of
the most effective members.”

Rich said one of his most important ini-
tiatives as a member of the council was a
1996 proposal in support of same-sex mar-
riage. He believes he was one of the first
elected officials in the U.S., and even more
likely one of the first heterosexual elected
officials, to introduce such a proposal. The
proposal lost, but started a civilized debate
on the subject on the council, Rich said.

Although elected to Alexandria City Coun-
cil as a slow-growth candidate, Rich said
he has come 180 degrees from that posi-
tion. An environmentalist convinced him
that low-density development contributes
to sprawl while high-density development
at Metro stations and other transportation
hubs is better for the environment. He
pointed to Reston Town Center as an ex-
ample. People work and live in the same
area so there is less need for getting into a
car. These high-density zones should be
mixed-use developments that include resi-
dential, retail and even industrial compo-

nents, he said. “I don’t want to need to drive
to Dale City to get my car fixed.”

Rich was on the council when it approved
the development in Alexandria of the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office. “He had to
think long and hard about it, and it shows
his own personal development,” Donley
said. “So often people get stuck in their ways
and are unwilling to change. He came
around to the position of supporting how
the city can grow in a prudent fashion.”

Rich supports more development along
the Old Town Alexandria waterfront that is
vibrant, relatively low density and main-
tains full public access all along the water-
front. “No one wants T-shirt shops,” Rich
said. “But the boutiques need foot traffic.
We’ve got a gold mine across the river [at
National Harbor] and we want our fair
share of that.”

“Lonnie was always very attuned to edu-
cation,” Donley said. “His children were
[and are] in public schools. He was one of
the leaders in the move to have the Alexan-
dria School Board elected instead of ap-
pointed.”

Before that time the state required the

school board to be appointed but allowed
for local options with an advisory referen-
dum. “Lonnie led the effort to get the refer-
endum passed. It had a profound effect on
transparency and accountability,” Donley
said.

Call, who ran two of her husband’s three
city council campaigns, said they could
never count on the same supporters in sub-
sequent elections because of the many dif-
ferent issues he would try to tackle. “It was
a challenge. He would make people angry,”
she said. “He sees things farther and faster
than most people.”

But there was also humor in Rich’s ap-
proach. According to Donley, Rich went
about the city’s business in a fun-loving way.
“One time Lonnie took the floor at a city
council meeting and started in a very seri-
ous manner. He said he wanted the council
to have a say in a matter of public import
and it was whether we should endorse the
‘Fat Elvis’ or the ‘Skinny Elvis’ at the time
that the U.S Postal Service was issuing a
stamp to honor Elvis. It was a stitch.”

Rich is writing a series of columns for the
Alexandria Gazette Packet that includes one
on the process of governing. “Process is
important but it’s not the end game. You
need to make decisions. It’s easy to kick the
can down the street. It happens at every
level of government: local, state and fed-
eral. In local politics a lot of candidates go
door-to-door. They have a lot of coffees.
They hear people screaming at them. It’s
very personal. The political process is a good
training for governing.”

Rich said one of the things he likes most
about Alexandria is its “incredibly long his-
tory of good government. Basically, we have
honest public servants. We have an incred-
ibly open government — sometimes too
open. Anyone who wants to get involved
can.”

Living Legends

Women’s Movement Got Him Involved in Politics
Lonnie Rich:
Governance and
public service.

2013 Living Legend Lonnie Rich: The Women’s Movement got him
involved in politics.

Living Legends:
The Project

Living Legends of Alexandria is an ongoing
501(c)(3) photo-documentary project to identify,
honor and chronicle the people making current
history in Alexandria. The project was conceived in
2006 to create an enduring artistic record of the
people whose vision and dedication make a posi-
tive, tangible difference to the quality of life in
Alexandria.

Platinum and Gold sponsors this year are the
Alexandria Commission for the Arts; Club Manag-
ers Association of America; Goodwin House, Inc.;
McLaughlin Ryder Investments; Renner & Com-
pany, CPA, P.C.; the Rotary Club of Alexandria; and
SunTrust Bank.

For information on how to nominate a Legend
for 2014, visit www.AlexandriaLegends.com or
contact Legends@AlexandriaLegends.com . The
deadline for nominations is Oct. 15.
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join a Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons…

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm
(en Español); 6:30 pm

Weekday
& Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
followed by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First Friday
of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass en Español

Mass Schedule

AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH
…703-548-3888
ANGLICAN

CHRIST THE SAVIOUR
…703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND…703-683-3343

CHRIST THE KING
ANGLICAN CHURCH

…703-535-6815
APOSTOLIC

LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH
…703-518-4404

BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH

…703-683-2222
COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST

CHURCH…703-548-8000
CONVERGENCE CREATIVE
COMMUNITY OF FAITH...

703-998-6260
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH

…703-549-8116
DOWNTOWN BAPTIST

CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH
…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720

PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN
BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565
SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573

MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH
...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233

PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST
...703-360-4370
BRETHREN

 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH
…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH
OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST

CENTER...202-331-2122
ROMAN CATHOLIC

GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC
CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…
703-836-3725

ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH
…703-765-4421

ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…
703-836-4100
CHRISTIAN

HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES
...703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
OF ALEXANDRIA...703-549-3911

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST,
SCIENTIST, ALEXANDRIA...

703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494
CHURCH OF CHRIST

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF
CHRIST…703-836-3083

EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH

...703-683-0798

ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...
703-360-4220

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH...
703-780-3081

ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
...703-765-4342

ST. MARK EPISCOPAL
 CHURCH...703-765-3949

LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN…

703-765-8255
 EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN

CHURCH…703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA...

703-765-5003
 NATIVITY LUTHERAN

CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112
ORTHODOX

SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…
201-312-7678

ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA
...703-417-9665

PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING
HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN
…703-360-9546

MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN
…703-765-6118

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF

CHRIST...703-960-8772
UNITED METHODIST

ALDERSGATE UNITED
METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
UNITED METHODIST...

703-836-2406
DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH...

703-671-8557
MT. VERNON UNITED

METHODIST...703-765-1100
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH...
703-836-7332

ST. ANDREW’S UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH...

703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…703-549-5500
WASHINGTON FARM UNITED

METHODIST...703-780-4696
WASHINGTON STREET
UNITED METHODIST…

703-836-4324
UNITARIAN

MOUNT VERNON
UNITARIAN CHURCH...

703-765-5950

M
argot Marmor-Moskowitz died on Aug.
19, 2013 in Los Altos, Calif. Margot, born
in Darmstadt, Germany on July 20, 1922,

the daughter of Joseph and Dina Simon, came to the
U.S. in 1937. She was the beloved wife of the late
Arthur K. Marmor and the late Sam Moskowitz, de-
voted mother of Michele (Dr. Michael S.) Greenfield
and Jacqueline Richeson; dear sister of Lotte
(Ludwig) Bravmann; loving grandmother of Ariele
and Alexandra Greenfield, Justin (Lauren) and Chase
Richeson.

She worked as a translator for the Department of

Justice after World War II.
In 1968, she helped found Senior Services of Al-

exandria and became its associate director, develop-
ing programs for older adults in Alexandria. She was
also active with the League of Women Voters,
Hadassah, the Campagna Center, and Elder Crafters
of Alexandria.

Funeral services were held at King David Memo-
rial Gardens in Falls Church on Thursday, Aug. 22.
Contributions in her memory may be made to the
Alzheimer’s Association or Senior Services of Alex-
andria.

Obituary

Margot Marmor-Moskowitz

News

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

F
irefighters from throughout the area joined
forces Aug. 29 as they dis-
tributed more than 2,400 backpacks filled with

school supplies for children in
need.

“We started with 150 backpacks
in our first backpack drive 10 years
ago,” said Capt. Willie Bailey,
founder of the nonprofit
Firefighters and Friends. “While
I’m glad to see how the drive has
grown over the years, it’s sad to
see that the need for this is still
there.”

Representatives from over 60
schools, shelters and nonprofits in
Fairfax County, Alexandria and the

District of Columbia collected the backpacks as part
of the annual Distribution Day held at Fire Station
11 in Penn Daw.

“People tend to think that ‘entitlement’ is a dirty
word,” Bailey said. “But these kids are entitled to a
good start just like other kids. So we do what we can
to help break the cycle.”

Organizations supporting the event included the
Alexandria Fire Department, Nationwide Creditors,
Apple Federal Credit Union, Keith Burns Foundation,
Fairfax County Federation of Teachers, Modern Tech-
nology Solutions, The Progressive Firefighters, Lo-

cal 2068, SEIU-512, Primo Family
Restaurant, Cardinal Plaza Shell,
Promax Realtors, Centreville Moose
Lodge, and Arlington - Fairfax Elks
Lodge 2188.

“It’s amazing to see how every-
one has come together for this,” said
Fairfax County Fire Chief Richard
Bowers, a recent transplant to the
FFD after serving in that capacity
in Montgomery County, Md. “Cap-
tain Bailey serves the department
well in finding ways for us to help
those in need in our community.”

AFD Capt. Thurston McClain, Victoria Mazzoli and John Morehead help distribute
backpacks filled with school supplies for children in need Aug. 29 at Station 11 in
Penn Daw.

Leader of the Pack
Firefighters distribute
2,400 backpacks
to children in need.
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“People tend to
think ‘entitlement’
is a dirty word. But
these kids are
entitled to a good
start.”

— Capt. Willie Bailey
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Opinion

By Jim Moran

 U.S. Rep. (D-8)

P
resident Obama has sought Congres-
sional approval to carry out limited
surgical strikes in Syria against the
regime of Bashar al Assad in re-

sponse to his use of chemical weapons to at-
tack Syrian civilians, which killed 1,429 people,
including 426 children.

The Administration, led by Secretary of State
Kerry has presented what I know to be irrefut-
able evidence that the Assad govern-
ment is responsible for this heinous
attack.

I support the President’s decision,
but regret the fact that he chose to entrust this
Congress, one of the most divisive and inef-
fective in history, to authorize force against the
Assad regime for their use of chemical weap-
ons. I hope the President calculated correctly,
because our current and future standing in the
international community is on the line. Should
Congress vote down the Administration’s ef-
fort, it will severely undermine America’s fu-

ture leadership role in foreign policy and
cripple the Obama Administration’s ability to
respond to subsequent challenges, both foreign
and domestic.

President Obama’s request for authorization
to attack the Assad regime rests on three con-
siderations: (1) the ethical responsibility to
react to what Secretary of State Kerry has called
a “moral obscenity,” Syria’s clear violation of
the 1925 Geneva Protocol against the use of
poisonous weapons; (2) The humanitarian
doctrine known as “the responsibility to pro-

tect” civilians at imminent threat
from their own government; and (3)
The strategic imperative to establish
a clear limit to the Syrian military’s

power, and thus a deterrent against further use
of chemical weapons.

That’s not to say we should ignore the dan-
gers involved with taking military action. The
impact a strike would have on opposition fight-
ers, our regional allies, and on civilian com-
munities in Syria is of serious concern. We also
want to ensure that we are not helping extrem-
ist groups like the al-Qaeda connected Al Nusra

front gain strength due to our actions.
Should a vote in Congress fail, a U.S. attack

may occur anyway. The President has the au-
thority to carry out limited strikes, similar to
what Presidents Clinton and Reagan carried
out during their time in office. But by reject-
ing the President’s request for Congressional
support, our ability to deter the use of weap-
ons of mass destruction in the future, be they
chemical or nuclear, will be diminished.

America is the only country in this world with
the ability to stop the use and proliferation of
such means of murdering civilians on a mas-
sive scale. I believe we have the concomitant
responsibility to use that ability today if we
want to bring about a more peaceful world for
our children tomorrow.

What we decide to do now is transcendent
of this specific situation and not confined to
what we do with Bashar al-Assad. We must act
in a way that represents our fundamental val-
ues and moral convictions, one that will en-
dure through the inevitable subsequent chal-
lenges we are sure to face. The use and prolif-
eration of chemical weapons is so abhorrent,
so beyond the pale, that the world must act.
In this case, our only option is military. We
cannot fail to accept this responsibility today.
The challenges and costs will be all the greater
if we fail to act.

Dangers of Failure To Act
Our current and future standing in the
international community is on the line.

Commentary

Safety Reminder
Community Relations Deputy Valarie Wright delivers
posters to city libraries and recreation centers,
including Charles Houston, to remind adults and
students about traffic safety with the begiining of
the new school year. The posters are for AAA’s an-
nual “School’s Open Drive Carefully” campaign.
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See What Sherman,  Page 14

By Yvonne Folkerts,

Chairman, Alexandria

School Board,

2008-2009,

2009-2010, 2010-2011

with Jon Liss

Former Executive Director,

Tenants and Workers United

E
very spring when I was
chairman of the School
Board, Superintendent

Morton Sherman and I would join
the Tenants and Workers United
to walk Arlandria neighborhoods
and visit families in their
homes.

The mothers and fa-
thers who invited us into
their living rooms were gracious
hosts, serving us cold soft drinks
or tea and cookies. And the trans-
lators for our conversations were
their children — students of Alex-

andria City Public Schools.
We were told stories of frustrat-

ing encounters with the school
system, of watching
peers enroll in higher-
level classes, of wishing
more school officials un-

derstood their cultures and stories
about how they came to live in Al-
exandria.

When Dr. Sherman came to
ACPS in 2008, minority students
were not achieving at nearly the
same levels as the white students.
For example, unadjusted SOL
math scores were 68 percent for
English Language Learner (ELL)
students and were 66 percent for
black students, compared to 91
percent passing for white stu-
dents.* Scores in other subjects
had similar ratios.

Jon Liss helped organize these
neighborhood visits. He said, “I
wanted the superintendent and
the School Board chair to hear
first-hand the stories I heard day
in and day out as executive direc-
tor of Tenants and Workers.”

In fact, Jon pushed for these
conversations because he had al-
ready met Morton Sherman in the
superintendent’s first month on
the job. Jon recalls, “TWU had pro-
duced a report that showed a three
(or more) track system in ACPS —
a white track, a black track and

an ELL, or immigrant, track. The
previous school administration
had denied the accuracy of the
report and in fact had taken the
extreme step of leafleting events
that we had organized. At our first
meeting, Mort said that he had
read our report and was making
sure his entire senior team read it.
This anecdote highlights the sea
change that he brought to Alexan-
dria five years ago … no longer
would ACPS be a school system in
which only white students were
expected to succeed.”

To say the achievement gap was
troubling to Dr. Sherman was an
understatement. I watched him in
these living rooms, shaking his
head and listening to these stu-
dents and their families. When we
left a home to go on to the next,
he always said, “no more; not on
my watch.”

In 2009, Jon Liss and ACPS
signed a memorandum of under-
standing to improve academic
achievement for all students in
ACPS.

“To know that other students are
going to have a better chance at
achieving their dreams because of
something you’ve worked so hard
on feels amazing,” said Jennifer
Granado, at TC Williams junior
and Tenants and Workers United

Sherman: A Vision to Close the Achievement Gap

Commentary
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Southwood Neighborhood

Ann Wilson
Associate Broker

GRI, CRS, ABR, EcoBroker, CLHMS
Lifetime Top Producer, NVAR Multi-Million

Dollar Sales Club

Cell: 703.328.0532 • Fax: 800.455.3119
www.AnnWilsonHomes.com

Licensed Realtor in VA and DC

4198 Dandridge Terrace
Alexandria, VA 22309

www.4198DandridgeTer.com
$720,000

Traditional never looked so beautiful! This move-
in ready Colonial offers a warm and inviting
atmosphere with its classic lines and stately
moldings, a perfect home for entertaining family
and friends!
Come home, relax in the family room and enjoy
the warm glow of the fireplace while dinner bakes
in the oven.  In the evening, entertain in your liv-

ing room with the lovely windows that overlook an exquisite backyard. With beautiful gleaming hardwood floors, this
home is stunning yet relaxed! The home offers four spacious bedrooms, two renovated full and one half bathrooms,
a gourmet kitchen with granite counter tops and a magnificent breakfast room that flows perfectly into the family
room with its wonderful built-in custom bookcases. A tastefully designed formal living and dining room is fashioned
from a magazine! The handsome recreation room is a great place to sit, relax and watch the Redskins win!

OPEN SUNDAY

1-4

Community Fun Fair
at Woodlawn/Faith United Methodist Church

September 14 • 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Soul Food Truck, Vendors, Irish Step
Dancers, Bands, Fish Fry, Video Game

Truck, Bounce Vehicles, Cotton Candy &
Popcorn. Static Displays by the Army, Air
Force, Navy & Marines. Much, much more!

Fun for all ages, young & old!
7010 Harrison Lane, Alexandria, VA 22306

Please call Pat at 571-332-8056 for information

See Letters,  Page 23

Cost to
Taxpayers
To the Editor:

News of the termination of Al-
exandria Superintendent Morton
Sherman’s contract is stunning in
its particulars and consequences.
Here is a city bureaucrat, accused
of budget mismanagement and ul-
timately responsible for “testing
irregularities” and school-system
underachievement, who spends
the summer negotiating a sever-
ance deal with Alexandria’s School
Board and, as a result, harvests
over $281,000 in pay-off, just so
the city can be free of him. Really?!

Since his appointment, Sherman
has regularly subjected
Alexandrians to baseless
bloviating about the glorious state
of Alexandria’s public school sys-
tem.

In fact, throughout his tenure
our system has been repeatedly
recognized as one of the costliest
(in terms of per-pupil spending)
and poorest performing in the
country. So much for the effective-
ness of all those expensive consult-
ants he hired over the years.

As one who generally prefers to
pay local taxes — where the po-
tential for control, or at least vigi-
lance, of expenditures is greater
than is the case with taxes levied
at more-remote levels of govern-
ment — I am appalled at the ex-
pensive deal the Alexandria School
Board has struck with Sherman. Of
course, we taxpayers will be fi-
nancing that deal, which begs the
question: How does the School
Board intend to compensate
Alexandrians for its persistent in-
ability to hire competent superin-
tendents, who then have to be re-
leased or, worse, paid off for fall-
ing way short of expectations? And
will we now be expected to double
dip — that is, concomitantly cover
the costs of both the dismissal of
the latest superintendent and the
hiring and salary of the next?

Judy Navarro

Letters

Sherman
Resigns, Finally
To the Editor:

I think it’s safe to say that the
only reason Mort Sherman de-
cided to resign as superintendent
of ACPS was that he found he
could not control/manipulate this
new school board as he had done
with the previous board.

Several points need some clari-
fication: because the former school
board voted to extend Mort’s con-
tract through 2015 rather then
2014, this school board had no
other choice then to work out a
financial settlement in order for
him to resign effective Aug., 31,
2013. However, we cannot let this
new school board off the hook.

As the “managers of ACPS” they
need to learn how to manage. This
means keeping a paper trail, docu-
menting all of the mistakes, finan-
cial issues, budget issues, creating
some kind of foundation and Mr.
Sherman’s continued resistance to
providing school board members
with the information they re-
quested, i.e., Shelter Care; Foun-
dation materials and getting this
information to them in a timely
manner. Insubordination equals
termination. Had they done this,
then there would have been cause
to terminate Sherman’s contract.

However, they cannot rest eas-
ily even with Margaret Walsh step-
ping in as acting superintendent.
Continued documentation via
emails, letters, school board min-
utes, etc. must be part of their job.
Anyone who has worked in the
public/private sector knows this
happens and provides the “proof”
for termination. It’s difficult to
believe that none of our school
board members don’t know about
“documentation.”

It cannot be overlooked that
Marc Williams, the only no vote,
was on the previous school board
that voted to extend Mort’s con-
tract. Fortunately, Ronnie

lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find
the way. 2. not appreciated
or understood. 3. no longer

owned or known

Adopt
Donate

Volunteer
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Tradition with a Twist

TCHOUPITOULAS
Fine Furnishings and Interior Design

Friday, September 13th, 6:00 PM–8:00 PM
Sip on fabulous champagne and nibble on the best hors d’oeuvres from

Grape + Bean, while you view our gorgeous inventory!
210 N. Lee Street ~ Alexandria ~ 703-299-0145

All are welcome! • Bring your friends, family and colleagues to this amazing event!
R.S.V.P. at: tinyurl.com/FetedelaMaison • www.TchoupitoulasFurnishings.com

Join us for our Monthly Second Friday

Grand Fête de la Maison!

Opinion

What Sherman Did Accomplish
From Page 10

youth leader at the time.
The agreement called for improved cultural com-

petency, development of Individual Achievement
Plans, which were individualized roadmaps for suc-
cess for all students, and fostering a culture of par-
ent and youth involvement, encouraging parents to
participate in ACPS activities.

Later in 2009, Dr. Sherman presented his
administration’s goals to the School Board. The
board approved a wide variety of Dr. Sherman’s pro-
posals, which are still in effect today. They included
identifying students with specific needs and strengths
as “at promise,” establishing the Individual Achieve-
ment Plans (IAPs) for each student, K-10th grade,
and giving more students support to enroll in Alge-
bra in the 8th grade.

Thanks to the dedication of administrators, the
leadership of our principals and the talent of our
teachers, the picture changed. By fiscal year 2011-
12, more ELL students were starting to pass the math
SOL. Seventy-two percent of Hispanic students
grades 3-5 were passing the reading SOL, compared
to 68 percent the year prior. Seventy-four percent of
black students in the same grades were passing the
SOL reading test, compared to 69 percent the year
prior.

ELL students dropping out of school was 16 per-
cent, compared to 22 percent the prior year; 12 per-
cent of black students were dropping out, compared
to 14 percent the year prior.

And another sign changes were working: 80 per-
cent of ELL students graduated on time in 2011-

2012, compared to 72 percent the year prior.**
Clearly, improvements were taking hold.

More recently, Jon says, “TWU had been advocat-
ing for Restorative Justice (RJ) as an approach to
dispute resolution to keep students in school. After a
Washington Post article cited the success of RJ, we
received a call from Dr. Sherman where he said, ‘we
need to do this here, too.’ Six months later we are
working with ACPS to implement RJ as a pilot pro-
gram in the International Learning Academy at TC.

“This commitment to fairness and innovation has
been a hallmark of our five years working with Mort
Sherman and ACPS,” Jon says.

ACPS still has a long way to go to serve all our
students. But we are most definitely on a path of con-
tinual improvement. And perhaps even more impor-
tantly, instilled across the school system is a cultural
shift to believe that indeed, each and every student
can learn and succeed.

Dr. Sherman was an individual with a vision for
ACPS. With partners like the School Board and TWU,
he built a strong foundation for all our students to
achieve at their highest levels.

Of course, Dr. Sherman wasn’t perfect (none of us
are) but his driving vision was that each and every
student could succeed. Let’s hope his departure from
ACPS represents a change in personnel but not in
vision. We are beginning to see the results of five
years of work; now is not the time to take a step
back.

* January 2009, ACPS Division Goals, 2008 – 2010 report
to School Board

** Key Measures for ACPS Priorities for School Years, 2012 -
2016
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E-mail announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and
artwork are encouraged. Deadline is
Thursday at noon.

ONGOING
Distillery Open. George Washington’s

Distillery and Gristmill open through
Oct. 1. $17/adult, $8/child, 5 and
under are free.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions to
hone figure drawing skills. Drop-in
with your supplies to draw our live
models. Fee: $8-12. View the
calendar at
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

The West End Farmers Market will
run Sundays from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
through November. Located at Ben
Brenman Park, browse food, crafts

and more. Visit
www.westendfarmersmarket.org.

The Marshall House Incident
Exhibition. Through 2013 at Fort
Ward Museum, 4301 West Braddock
Road . The museum is open Tuesday
through Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,
and Sunday, noon-5 p.m. Visit
www.fortwaRoad.org or call 703-
746-4848.

Mobile Market. Thursdays through
October, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. in the
Landmark Mall parking lot on the
Duke Street side. The Arcadia Center
for Sustainable Food and Agriculture
Mobile Market is a refurbished school
bus offering produce, meat, eggs and
more from small farmers and food
artisans within 100 miles of the area.
EBT cards and WIC and Senior FMNP
vouchers accepted. Visit
arcadiafood.org.

Encore Chorale. Mondays 10:30 a.m.-

noon at the George Washington
Masonic National Memorial, 101
Callahan Dr. Register now for Encore
Chorale’s fall season. The group of
singers, ages 55 and up, practice
classical and holiday songs to prepare
for December performances. $150
tuition. Visit encorecreativity.org or
call 301-261-5747.

African American Activists
Exhibition. Through Saturday, Jan.
4, 2014, Living Legends of
Alexandria is an ongoing photo-
documentary project created in 2006
by artist-photographer Nina Tisara to
identify, honor and chronicle people
making current history in Alexandria.
This free exhibit is at the Alexandria
Black History Museum, 601 Wythe
St. The museum is open Tuesday
through Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Visit www.alexblackhistory.org or
call 703-746-4356.

Occupied City: Life in Civil War
Alexandria Exhibition. At The
Lyceum, 201 South Washington St.,
through Sunday, March 23, 2014.
This exhibit traces life in Alexandria
following Virginia’s decision to
secede from the Union in May 1861.
The Lyceum is open Monday through
Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and
Sunday, 1-5 p.m. Suggested
admission is $2. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org or call
703-746-4994.

Metro Club After-School Program.
From Sept. 9-June 2014, the
Metropolitan School of Arts presents
an after-school program for grades 1-
6. The program is located at both the
Lorton studio at Workhouse Arts
Center, 9517 Workhouse Way and in
Alexandria at 5775 Barclay Drive.
Programs will focus on the arts,
including music, dance, theatre, yoga

and academics, as well as designated
homework time. The program will
run Mondays, 1-6 p.m., and Tuesday-
Friday, 3-6 p.m. Tuition runs from
$130-150. Call 703-339-0444 or visit
www.metropolitanarts.org.

Art Exhibit. See the second Front
Porch Installation by Ned Egan. “Leci
n’est pas une Magrite” is on display
at 18 W. Linden St.

ART CLASS REGISTRATION
Fall Classes. Children ages 6-7 can

enjoy a theater class and pretend to
be all sorts of characters on Mondays,
starting Sept. 16, 4:30-5:30 p.m. at
The Little Theatre of Alexandria.
$135 for the 8-week class. Register at
www.thelittletheatre.com or 703-
683-5778 ext. 2. Classes available for
all ages and days.

Art Classes. Tuesdays from 7-8:30

Calendar

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

I
t’s been 40 years since Carol
Christensen, Teresina Huxtable and
Liz Hood began singing together while

students at Skidmore College in Saratoga
Springs, N.Y. The all-girl rock band recorded
two albums and were feature performers
at the Philadelphia Folk Festival. But despite
their musical success, life had other plans
for the three, who will reunite Sept. 8 for a
one-night-only performance at Hard Times
Café in Old Town.

“We met in college and always stayed in
touch,” said Christensen, a longtime Alex-
andria resident and wife of Hard Times Café
founder Fred Parker. “No matter where our
lives have taken us, we usually perform once
a year, but mostly in Saratoga. It’s very rare
for us to perform down here.”

Entertainment

Teresina Huxtable, Carol Christensen and Liz Hood will make a one-
night-only appearance Sept. 8 at Hard Times Café in Old Town.

Carol Christensen with husband
Fred Parker at Hard Times Café.

Teresina Huxtable, Carol Christensen and Liz Hood began singing to-
gether while students at Skidmore College in the ‘70s.

Melancholy Babies
Trio to make special
appearance at
Hard Times Café.
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Armed with a degree in art history,
Christensen began work 30 years ago at the
National Gallery of Art, where she special-
izes in art restoration as a senior conserva-
tor. Huxtable is a special education teacher
and Hood currently works for the New York
State Department of Education after a ca-
reer in public television.

“We do a lot of a cappella music,” said
Christensen, a soprano who also tackles
keyboards and percussion. “That’s our spe-
cialty, from Renaissance to Caribbean. But
my favorite is the traditional rock and roll.”

The trio known as Huxtable, Christensen
and Hood (“I know, not very creative,”
laughed Christensen) recorded Wallflowers,
their first album, in 1980, followed by Mel-
ancholy Babies six years later.

“Our repertoire pretty much spans five
centuries,” Christensen said. “We do every-
thing from madrigals to doo-wop and ev-
erything in between.”

It was through music that Christensen met
her future husband.

“Fred was working as a graphic designer
at the National Gallery even as he was gear-
ing up to open Hard Times,” Christensen

said. “There was a Gallery band called the
Desperados that played together as a hobby.
A co-worker told me about the group and I
guess the rest is history.”

Married for 29 years, Christensen and
Parker have two sons: Ned, who works at
the Naval Research Laboratory, and

Jonathan, a graduate of the Eastman Con-
servatory of Music and professional jazz
saxophonist.

“I’m excited to see HCH perform here in
Alexandria,” said Parker, who on rare occa-
sions can be seen playing the spoons be-
tween serving up chili at any number of
charity events. “’Melancholy Baby’ and
‘Come a Little Bit Closer’ by Jay and the
Americans are two of my favorites.”

HCH will be part of a Hard Times Café
double bill featuring singer/songwriter
Michael Jerling, a “New Folk” winner at the
prestigious Kerrville Folk Festival.

“It worked out that everyone was able to
make the trip to Alexandria for the show,”
Christensen said. “And I’m excited to be able
to perform again before a hometown audi-
ence.”

Huxtable, Christensen and Hood will per-
form on a double bill with singer/
songwriter Michael Jerling Sept. 8 at Hard
Times Café, 1404 King St., Alexandria. For
tickets or more information, call 703-837-
0050.
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Congressman JIM MORAN presents

Monday, September 16, 2013  |  7:00 pm
TC Williams High School  |  Auditorium  |  3330 King St., Alexandria, VA

Register at moran.house.gov  |  For more information, contact 703-971-4700

Making Health Reform

WORK For YOU &
YOUR FAMILY

AFFORDABLE
CARE ACT:

127 N. Washington St., Old Town • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Summer Specials

Old Town’s most authentic Country
French restaurant since 1983

Soft Shell Crabs • Bouillabaisse
Frog Legs • Beef Wellington
  Coq au vin • Cold Soup Trio
     Chef Specials • Cold Salmon
            Platter • Stuffed Avocado
                    with Crab

p.m. at Art at the Center, 2804
Sherwood Hall Lane. For children
ages 12 and up. Begin with drawing
figures and lines and work up to
drawing in detail and on larger scale.
Starts Sept. 10. Visit
www.artatthecenter.org/
registration.htm to register.

Art Classes. Wednesdays from 7-8:30
p.m. for children ages 9 and up.
Focuses on clay work in the studio.
Begins Sept.11 at Art at the Center,
2804 Sherwood Hall Lane. Visit
www.artatthecenter.org/
registration.htm to register.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 5
Story Time. 10:30 a.m. or 3 p.m. at

Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 3-5 can enjoy stories,
activities and more. Free.
Registration required, 703-746-1702
ext. 5.

Story Time. 11 a.m. at Duncan Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave. Children
ages 3-5 can enjoy stories and more.
Free. 703-746-1705.

Little One-Ders. 11:15 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
12-23 months can enjoy stories and
more. Registration required, 703-
746-1702 ext. 5.

Paws to Read. 5:30 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children in
grades 1-6 can read to friendly dogs.
Registration required, 703-746-1702
x5.

Pajama Party. 7 p.m. at Burke Branch
Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Children ages 3-6 can come dressed
in their favorite outfit/pajamas and
listen to stories. Free. 703-746-1704.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 5-SUNDAY/OCT. 20
Art Exhibit. See “Deep, Full, And Not

Quite Real” at Athenaeum Gallery,
201 Prince St. See how artists play
with notions of science, psychological
state and more to create art. Free.
Call 703-548-0035 or visit
www.nvfaa.org.

SEPT. 5-OCT. 7
Art Exhibit. Kreshnik “Nick” Xhiku

explores the bounds between
figurative and abstract sculpture in
his solo exhibit “Structural Elements”
at The Art League Gallery in the
Torpedo Gallery, 105 N. Union St.
Visit www.theartleague.org or 703-
683-1780.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 6
Friday Affair Market. Noon-4 p.m. at

historic Hollin Hall, 1909 Windmill
Lane. Purchase baked goods, treats,
flowers and crafts from local vendors.
Held the first and third Fridays of
every month through December. Call
202-256-5332.

E-Reader Cover Craft Project. 2
p.m. at Beatley Library, 5005 Duke
St. Librarians will show how to turn a
hardback book into a cover for your
e-reader. Participation is limited,
703-746-1745.

Music Performance. 5:30-7:30 p.m.
at Hollin Hall Shopping Center, 7908
Fort Hunt Road. Fusebox performs as
part of the Rock & Shop Community
Event. All ages welcome. Visit
www.reverbnation.com/
fuseboxbandrocks or 703-765-071.

Theater Production. 8 p.m. at Old
Town Theater, 815 Ω King St. Bible
Stories Theatre will perform “Once
Upon a Time Shop.” Call 703-544-
5315 or go to
OldTownTheater1914.com for
tickets.

Entertainment

Mount Vernon re-creates an early-American marketplace
with demonstrations, crafts and entertainment at its Colonial
Market & Fair on Saturday, Sept. 13, and Sunday, Sept. 14,
9 a.m.-5 p.m. More than 40 juried artisans from across the
nation will demonstrate their trades and sell their wares while
two stages of family entertainment delight audiences with
18th-century amusements. Free Potomac River sightseeing
cruises are available while supplies last. Costumed interpret-
ers will be demonstrating the 18th-century chocolate-making
process using an authentic colonial recipe. Guests are invited
to sample fresh chocolate made by hand on site.

Mount Vernon’s Colonial Market & Fair is the most authen-
tic and diverse event of its kind, bringing together

Colonial Market & Fair
distinguished artisans working in colonial attire and a dozen
entertainers who re-create the amusements loved by early
Americans. As visitors shop, artisans demonstrate their crafts
and explain the historic trades used to make items similar to
those George Washington purchased in the 18th century.

General Washington will preside over a host of amusements
including: Mr. Bayly, Conjuring and Entertainments; Signora
Bella, Equilibrist; Professor Thompson S. Gunn, Mystic Arts of
Asia, the Far East, & India; and more. Fair fare will be avail-
able from the Mount Vernon Inn Restaurant concession stands.

The event is included with regular admission: adults, $17;
youth, 6-11 $8; children 5 and under, free. Visit
MountVernon.org/FallEvents.

General Washington (Dean
Malissa) greets a lad at the
2012 Colonial Market & Fair.

The 2012 Colonial Marketplace was bustling with activity.
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Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations

Open 7 days a week
Bradlee Belle View

3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

FRIDAY/SEPT. 6-SUNDAY/OCT. 6
Art Exhibit. See “Voyage in Tangible

Space” by Mei Mei Chang at the
Schlesinger Center Margaret W. &
Joseph L. Fisher Gallery, 3001 N.
Beauregard St. It is a mixed media
exhibit. Free. Visit www.nvcc.edu/
schlesingercenter/gallery.html for
more information.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 7
Alexandria Art Market. 10 a.m.-4

p.m. in Colasanto Park, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Meet local artists and
hear live music. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org/
artmarket for more.

Alexandria King Street Art
Festival. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Old Town
Alexandria, 480 King St. Free and
open to the public. Email
Info@ArtFestival.com or call 561-
746-6615.

Fall and Winter Gardening. 11 a.m.
at Barrett Library, 717 Queen St.
Learn what grows best during the
winter months in this region. Free.
703-746-1703.

Saturday Stories. 11 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. All ages can
enjoy stories and songs. Free. 703-
746-1702.

Family Dig Day. At Alexandria
Archaeology 105 N. Union Street
Learn and assist City archaeologists
as they examine soil and artifacts
gathered from a real dig. The day
begins with a lesson on the history
and archaeology of Shuter’s Hill and
continues with a tour and an
opportunity to sift through excavated
soil in search of artifacts. $5;
children under 16 must be
accompanied by an adult. Equipment
provided. Reservations required. Call
703-746-4399 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/Archaeology.

Opening Reception. 4-6 p.m. see and
meet Mei Mei Chang, the artist of
“Voyage in Tangible Space” at the
Schlesinger Center Margaret W. &
Joseph L. Fisher Gallery, 3001 N.
Beauregard St. Free. Visit
www.nvcc.edu/schlesingercenter/
gallery.html for more information.

Theater Production. 5 p.m. or 8 p.m.
at Old Town Theater, 815 Ω King St.
Bible Stories Theatre will perform
“Once Upon a Time Shop.” Call 703-
544-5315 or go to
OldTownTheater1914.com for
tickets.

Block Party. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. at Nalls
Produce, 7310 Beulah St. There will
be food, family fun, giveaways,
discounts on produce and more.
Bring canned goods to donate to the
Koinonia Foundation.

Music Performance. 3:30-5:30 p.m.
at L&B’s Sports Bar, 5401 Mapledale
Plaza, Woodbridge. Alexandria’s
Fusebox performs. All ages welcome.
Visit www.lbsportsbar.com or 703-
730-1764.

 SATURDAY-SUNDAY/SEPT. 7-29
Art Exhibit. See “In the Flesh 4” at the

Target Gallery in the Torpedo Factory
Art Center, 105 N. Union St. The
exhibit examines contemporary
figurative art. Free. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org/target for
more.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 8
Alexandria King Street Art

Festival. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Old Town
Alexandria, 480 King St. Free and
open to the public. Email
Info@ArtFestival.com or call 561-
746-6615.

Movie Musical Series. 2 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. Call
for the title. Free. 703-746-1751.

Opening Reception. 4-6 p.m. meet
the artists of “Deep, Full, And Not
Quite Real” at Athenaeum Gallery,
201 Prince St. See how artists play

with notions of science, psychological
state and more to create art. Free.
Call 703-548-0035 or visit
www.nvfaa.org.

“Bounty of the Bay” Party. 6-8 p.m.
at Jackson 20, 480 King St. All-you-
can-eat feast of summer favorites like
a Chesapeake crab boil, oysters, fried
clams, red potatoes, summer corn
and cole slaw. $45 inclusive of tax
and gratuity. Visit
www.jackson20.com or call 703-842-
2790.

MONDAY/SEPT. 9
Little One-Ders. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley

Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
12-23 months can enjoy stories and
more. Registration required, 703-
746-1702 ext. 5.

Baby Rhyme Time. 11:30 a.m. at
Beatley Central Library, 5005 Duke
St. Children up to 11 months with
adult. Free. 703-746-1702.

Read, Sing & Play Baby. 4 p.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children up to 11 months can
enjoy stories and more. Free. 703-
746-1703.

Interfaith Book Club. 7 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. Read
nonfiction works that strive to find
common ground through recognizing
and celebrating common values.
Free. Call 703-746-1743 for title.

Let’s Talk Books. 7 p.m. at Barrett
Branch Library, 717 Queen St.
Discuss “Flight Behavior: A Novel” by
Barbara Kingsolver. Free. 703-746-
1703.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 10
Stories and Songs. 10 a.m. at Duncan

Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Children ages 1-4 can enjoy stories
and more. Sign up half-hour before.
Free. 703-746-1705.

Mother Goose Time. 10:15 a.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children ages 12-23 months can
enjoy games, rhymes and more. Free.
703-746-1703.

Time For 2s. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children age
24-36 months can enjoy stories and
more. Free. Registration required,
703-746-1702 ext. 5.

Stories and Songs. 11 a.m. at Duncan
Library, 2501 Commonwealth Ave.
Children ages 1-4 can enjoy stories
and more. Sign up half-hour before.
Free. 703-746-1705.

Tuesday Tots. 11 a.m. at Burke
Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Children ages 2-3 can enjoy stories
and more. Free. 703-746-1704.

Stories to Grow On. 11 a.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children age 2 and up can enjoy
stories and more. Free. 703-746-
1703.

Baby Rhyme Time. 11:30 a.m. at
Beatley Central Library, 5005 Duke
St. Children up to 11 months with
adult. Free. 703-746-1702.

Story Time in the Afternoon. 2 p.m.
at Burke Branch Library, 4701
Seminary Road. Children ages 2-5
can enjoy stories and more. Free.
703-746-1704.

Game Night. 7 p.m. at Beatley Library,
5005 Duke St. Children ages 8-12
can play with their friends. Free. 703-
746-1702.

SEPT. 10-OCT. 20
Art Exhibit. Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery

presents “Collaborations,” an exhibit
where each piece combines the input
of two or more artists. Located in
studio 18 at Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N. Union St. Free. Visit
www.potomacfiberartsgallery.com
for more.

<cal1>Wednesday/Sept. 11
Mother Goose Time. 10:15 a.m. at

Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children ages 12-23 months can

enjoy games, rhymes and more. Free.
703-746-1703.

Time For 2s. 10:30 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children age
24-36 months can enjoy stories and
more. Free. Registration required,
703-746-1702 ext. 5.

Laptime Rhythm and Rhyme. 11
a.m. at Burke Library, 4701 Seminary
Road. Children up to 18 months with
adult. Free. 703-746-1704.

Stories to Grow On. 11 a.m. at
Barrett Branch Library, 717 Queen
St. Children age 2 and up can enjoy
stories and more. Free. 703-746-
1703.

Spanish Story Time. 1 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. All
abilities and all levels can join in for
stories. Free. 703-746-1702.

Ford Nature Center Program. 3:30
p.m. at Burke Branch Library, 4701
Seminary Road. Children in grades K-
8 can see live animals and learn
about their habitats. Free. 703-746-
1704.

Pajama Story Time. 7 p.m. or 8 p.m.
at Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Children can
come dressed in their favorite outfit/
pajamas and listen to stories. Free.
703-746-1705.

Lego Family Night. 7 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Families can
enjoy building together and more.
Free. 703-746-1702.

Saving Whooping Cranes. 7:30 p.m.
at the Huntley Meadows Park Visitor
Center, 3701 Lockheed Blvd. Hear
Ken Lavish of the Patuxent Wildlife
Research Center discuss the project
to re-establish migrating flocks. Free.
Visit www.fodm.org or 703-768-
2525.

Square Dance Lessons. 7:30-9:30
p.m. at Lincolnia Center, 4710 N.
Chambliss St. Boomerangs Square
Dance Teaching Council hosts. Free.
E-mail tom.nancystafford@cox.net or
703-573-8378.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 12
Story Time. 10:30 a.m. or 3 p.m. at

Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St.
Children ages 3-5 can enjoy stories,
activities and more. Free.
Registration required, 703-746-1702
ext. 5.

Story Time. 11 a.m. at Duncan Library,
2501 Commonwealth Ave. Children
ages 3-5 can enjoy stories and more.
Free. 703-746-1705.

Little One-Ders. 11:15 a.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Children ages
12-23 months can enjoy stories and
more. Registration required, 703-
746-1702 ext. 5.

Second Thursday Art Night. 6-9
p.m. at Torpedo Factory Art Center,
105 N. Union St. Hear performances
by local school ensembles, browse art
exhibits and more. Free. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org for more.

Reception. 6-8 p.m. meet some of the
artists of “In the Flesh 4” at the
Target Gallery in the Torpedo Factory
Art Center, 105 N. Union St. The
exhibit examines contemporary
figurative art. There will be a juror
talk at 7 p.m. Free. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org/target for
more.

Reception. Meet Kreshnik “Nick” Xhiku
from 6:30-8 p.m. at The Art League
Gallery in the Torpedo Gallery, 105
N. Union St. His exhibit “Structural
Elements” explores the bounds
between figurative and abstract
sculpture. Visit
www.theartleague.org or 703-683-
1780.

Blockbuster Thursday. 6:30 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. Free.
Call 703-746-1702 for title.

Writing Triage. 6:30 p.m. at Beatley
Library, 5005 Duke St. Get a resume
or writing project reviewed and get
suggestions on how to improve it.
Free. 703-746-1742 to register.

Pajama Party. 7 p.m. at Burke Branch
Library, 4701 Seminary Road.

Entertainment
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Children ages 3-6 can come dressed
in their favorite outfit/pajamas and
listen to stories. Free. 703-746-1704.

Lecture Series. 7:30-9 p.m. at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. The Potowmack Chapter of the
Virginia Native Plant Society will
discuss “Celebrating the Natural
Communities of VA.” Free. Visit
www.vnps-pot.org for more.

Second Thursday Music. 7 p.m. at
The Athaneum, 201 Prince St. Jamey
Turner will perform. $10. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or 703-548-0035.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY/SEPT. 12-15
Fair Trade Oriental Rug Event. Ten

Thousand Villages, 915 King St., will
present hundreds of rugs from
Bunyaad, a fair trade company that
works with Pakistani artisans to
produce hand-knotted rugs from
their villages. Bunyaad ensures that
each rug is designed and made by
fairly paid adult workers. Ten
Thousand Villages will hold a one-
hour introduction to the event on
Thursday, Sept. 12 at 7 p.m.
Registration encouraged. Call 703-
684-1435 or visit
rugs.tenthousandvillages.com.

SEPT. 12 THROUGH NOV.3
Theater Performance. See the

premiere of “Gee’s Bend” at
MetroStage, 1201 N. Royal St. Watch
as the true story of the Pettway
family unfolds during the Civil Rights
Movement and they become famous
for their iconic quilts. Performances
for Gee’s Bend will be Thursdays and
Fridays at 8 p.m., Saturdays at 3 p.m.
and 8 p.m., Sundays at 3 p.m. and 7
p.m. For ticket reservations call 800-
494-8497 or go online to

www.metrostage.org. For
information and group sales call 703-
548-9044.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 13
Agatha Christie Movie Marathon.

10:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. There
will be a short intermission between
films. At Beatley Library, 5005 Duke
St. Call for titles. Free. 703-746-
1702.

Theater Performance. 8 p.m. at Port
City Playhouse, 1819 N. Quaker
Lane. See “The Children’s Hour” by
Lillian Hellman. Visit
www.portcityplayhouse.org/ for
tickets.

Comedy Improv Performance.
Doors open at 7:30 p.m. at The
Athaneum, 201 Prince St. For people
18 and older. A dessert reception will
follow. $10. Visit www.nvfaa.org or
703-548-0035.

SATURDAY/SEPT.14
Colonial Market & Fair. 9 a.m.-5

p.m. at Mount Vernon Estate. Enjoy a
re-creation of early-American
marketplace with demonstrations,
crafts and entertainment. Free
Potomac River sightseeing cruises are
available while supplies last. Event is
included with regular admission $17/
adult; $8/youth 6-11; children 5 and
under free. Visit MountVernon.org/
FallEvents for more.

Grand Gaming Melee. 10 a.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. All
ages can play a variety of games.
Beginners welcome. Join an existing
game or bring your own board. Free.
703-746-1702.

Free Meditation Workshop. 11 a.m.
at Burke Library, 4701 Seminary
Road. Learn breathing technique and
more. Free. 703-746-1704.

Entertainment



22  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  September 5-11, 2013 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

City Weighs Use of Eminent Domain
From Page 3

mation Act and began processing the or-
der. Instead of responding specifically to Van
Fleet, city leaders eventually determined
that they should make the document avail-
able to the entire community rather than
merely respond to one request.  “Had this
been communication between attorneys, it
would not have been FOIAble,” said Sperra.
“But at some point in the proceedings, the
boat club requested — and the mayor
agreed — to just have discussions between
principals.”

Now city leaders are in the awkward po-
sition of conducting a public negotiation
with the boat club, even as members con-
sider the city’s final offer before possibly
using eminent domain to take the parking
lot. So far, the club has not yet responded
to the request. But members of the club have
a long history of rejecting offers from the
city, and tensions over the waterfront plan
linger at the waterfront club. That means
that members of the Alexandria City Coun-
cil are likely to consider eminent domain
in a closed-door executive session this fall.

“Eminent domain is something that
should be very rare. The classic example is
President Eisenhower using it to build the
interstate system,” said Vice Mayor Allison
Silberberg. “This is not the interstate.”

THE POLITICS of eminent domain could
pose a serious challenge for council mem-

bers, whose term ends in 2015. Last year,
voters approved an amendment to the Vir-
ginia Constitution allowing land owners to
seek damages from local governments if
they can prove a loss of profits or a loss of
access.
In this case, the Old Dominion Boat Club
could seek damages for the loss of profits
on parking spaces it owns adjacent to Mai
Thai restaurant — across the street from
the parking lot.

“Virginia has one of the worst state con-
stitutions in the entire country with regard
to property rights,” said Ilya Somin, profes-
sor of law at George Mason University.
“Most state constitutions say you can only
take property for a public use. But what the
Virginia constitution currently says is you
can condemn property for any reason the
legislature defines as a pubic use.”

Alexandria has a history of using eminent
domain for a variety of projects. Back in the
1970s, city leaders used eminent domain
to acquire land that would eventually be-
come Hensley Park. More recently, members
of the Alexandria Sanitation Authority used
eminent domain to acquire property in the
Eisenhower Valley. Now members of the City
Council are poised to consider using emi-
nent domain to achieve some of the key
objectives of the waterfront plan.

“We are going to look at all the options,”
said Councilman Justin Wilson. “My pref-
erence would be a negotiated settlement.”

News

School Board
From Page 1

Interim Superintendent Margaret Walsh, right, takes a seat with School Board members after they vote to
allocate $282,000 to release Morton Sherman from his remaining 22 months in office.

ary was $265,000, so the buyout was a frac-
tion of what he would have earned if he
stayed for the duration of his contract.
School Board member Marc Williams was
the only member to speak out against the
motion, offering a full-throated defense of
the superintendent and his five years on the
job.

“Everyone will recall that a previous su-
perintendent, Rebecca Perry, was bought
out of her contract,” said Williams. “This
will make Dr. Sherman the second superin-
tendent in a row to be bought out. What a
perverse recruitment model.”

SHERMAN WAS HIRED to lead the
school division in 2008, when school offi-
cials were reeling from the controversy
swirling around former Superintendent
Rebecca Perry. She survived a drunk-driv-
ing arrest, staying on the job and even re-
ceiving a raise by members of the School
Board. Then a new board was elected and
voted five-to-four to get rid of her. That was
when Sherman entered the picture and be-
gan making bold pronouncements about
how the school system’s dropout rate and
achievement gaps were unacceptable. He
hired an army of consultants to come in and
train teachers, creating new layers of highly
paid administrators to implement a new
curriculum.

“When we hired Dr. Sherman, we know
we were getting an individual unafraid of
change and tackling big problems,” former
School Board Chairwoman Yvonne Folkerts
said in a 2009 interview. “We brought him
here to make changes, and that’s what he’s
doing.”

The change may have been bold, but they
weren’t always popular. One of the first con-
troversial changes was to do away with the
large banners that announced “This School
is Fully Accredited.” The change was made
just as the long-troubled Jefferson-Houston
Elementary School finally made accredita-
tion for the first time in many years. Par-
ents were looking forward to seeing the
banner on their school, but Sherman deter-
mined that the school would receive no
banner.

That was just the beginning.
The superintendent brought an army of

consultants to Alexandria, including Lucy
Calkins of Columbia University who worked
to revamp the elementary-level writing pro-
gram. He also outsourced the school
system’s janitorial services to save money
and moved students with disabilities into
mainstream classrooms. Perhaps the biggest
reorganization happened at the two middle
schools, where Sherman added several lay-
ers of bureaucracy by creating five new in-
stitutions at the two existing buildings. By
the end of his tenure, Sherman was over-
seeing a staff of 27 central administrators
who earned $3.6 million in salaries.

“Alexandria has a long history of having
bloated administration,” said Hazel Rigby,
longtime teacher and former president of
the Education Association of Alexandria.
“But administrators at private schools make

twice as much if not more.”

LAST YEAR, a major scandal rocked the
school system after an auditor’s report re-
vealed a “dysfunctional environment” in the
budget office. The nine-page audit blasted
budget officials for allowing a culture of
information silos to emerge regarding the
division’s Capital Improvement Program.

“This fragmentation and lack of transpar-
ency have created significant internal con-
trol weaknesses in monitoring CIP financial
transactions,” the audit concluded.

The audit capped a series of dramatic
developments that month, beginning with
the resignation of budget director Jean Sina.
That was followed by the resignation of
Deputy Superintendent Margaret Byess, a
former budget director who oversaw the
financial side of the school system’s opera-
tion. By the time City Council members
gathered on March 13, Vice Mayor Kerry
Donley was ready to call for Sherman to
step down.

“In my opinion, the superintendent
should resign,” Donley said Tuesday night.
“Ultimately, the buck stops at the top.”

“I appreciate his perspective, but he is way
off base,” Sherman responded a few min-
utes later in an email response to the Alex-
andria Gazette Packet. “I am sure that Mr.
Donley is frustrated and angry about the
CIP situation, but not nearly as frustrated
and angry as I am.”

SCHOOL BOARD members gathered for
a closed-door, three-hour executive session
a few days later to determine Sherman’s
future. They emerged that night to an-
nounce that they were standing by their
embattled superintendent. Before they left
office, members of the outgoing School
Board issued a new three-year contract to
Sherman a year early. But as seven new
members joined the board earlier this year,
the writing was already on the wall.

“He either has to change or leave,” said
newly elected School Board member Bill
Campbell in a December interview. “We’ve
got to have the attitude that we are all work-
ing together for the good of the children,
and that all of our contributions are criti-
cally important and I’m not sure that’s been
consistent with the way Mort has done
things here in Alexandria.”

Tensions began mounting during the bud-
get season this year, when Sherman out-
lined a proposal to spend $357 million in
an ambitious plan of demolition and con-
struction across the city’s public school sys-
tem. Three existing schools would be de-
molished and rebuilt. One new school
would be added at a location yet to be de-

termined. The budget request would have
more than doubled the previous year’s ap-
propriation.

“Are we going to go in and antagonize
City Council from the get go?” asked School
Board member Pat Hennig at the time. “We
have no business going to the funding au-
thority without being able to prove every
single thing we say.”

City Council members ended up funding
less than half of Sherman’s request, an in-
dication that the superintendent was un-
able to sell his vision outside of the School
Board. In the months since that time, school
officials have learned that test scores at
Jefferson-Houston School have been so low
for so long that state leaders are orches-
trating a takeover next year, removing con-
trol of the school and its facility from the
city. Meanwhile, a new round of failing test
scores shows that the city’s schools are
making little progress.

That lack of progress was evident to
Hopkins as he thumbed throughout he draft
report on student achievement. In the days

leading to Sherman’s ouster, Hopkins ex-
plained, he had a series of tense meetings
with senior administration officials about
what kind of language should be used to
describe progress on the goals. On one item,
for example, Hopkins said school adminis-
trators wanted to use the language “pend-
ing” for a demographic study that was sup-
posed to have been completed in October.
Hopkins disagreed with that language, ar-
guing that “not accomplished” was more
appropriate.

Just then, as Hopkins closed the folder
on his draft report, School Board members
emerged from their closed-door meeting
and drew the era of Morton Sherman to a
close.

“We could have done better,” said Hopkins
as board members scurried for the door. “We
haven’t done what we should have been
doing for children and particularly those
who are in greatest need. I’m specifically
talking about minority children, low-re-
source children of all colors. I think we
could have done a better job.”
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Take a walk on the SOUTHSIDE
FARSH CARPETS

& RUGS
703-548-8884

FLEURIR HAND
GROWN CHOCOLATES

703-838-9055

NEXT DAY
BLINDS

703-548-5051

OLD TOWN
HARDWARE

703-879-0475

SLEEPY’S
703-549-3193

CANDEY’S
OF ALEXANDRIA

703-822-7237

FACCIA LUNA
TRATTORIA

703-841-0464

WILLIAMS-
SONOMA

703-836-1904

SOUTHSIDE 815
703-836-6222

MCMILLAN &
MURFREE, DDS
703-549-3300

M & T BANK

703-579-6350

VERIZON WIRELESS
WIRELESS ZONE
703-566-3999

COMING SOON
EXPRESS MART

728 JEFFERSON STREET

The Shops at:
801 South

Washington
Street,

Alexandria

For a free digital subscription to one or all
of the 15 Connection Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

Be the first to know – get your
paper before it hits the press.

Complete digital replica of the
print edition, including photos
and ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

From Page 12

Letters

See Letters,  Page 26

Campbell did the right thing as a member
of the previous board by voting with the
majority.

I know I would like to see the data show-
ing that school enrollment will be increas-
ing within the next few years. Because it
has become so expensive for families to
continue to live in Alexandria, especially for
those who rent and families wherein their
income is only about $50,000-60,000 a year,
it seems to me that many of these families
will be moving away. Further, future devel-
opment projects in Alexandria are geared
for singles and/or couples with disposable
income and not families.

This should not be a “green light” for City
Manager Young, Mayor Euille and all mem-
bers of the council to increase funding for
ACPS in its next budget. Until ACPS can get
its “financial house in order,” an overall
cleaning out of staff in central office includ-
ing the many consultants Mort continued
to hire without any regard for any Alexan-
dria taxpayers’ money, our local elected of-
ficials cannot increase any more funding to
ACPS.

As this school board begins a search for a
new superintendent, they must do a better
job of vetting whomever they decide to hire.
Paying $250,000 plus all of the benefits that
go along with being superintendent for this
very small school district must be an open
discussion with every member of the com-
munity who wants to get involved and cares

about ACPS. There is no reason any super-
intendent should receive that amount of
money for a public school district no mat-
ter where this school district is located. For-
get the usual “talking points” that ACPS
won’t be able to find someone without pay-
ing them too much money. Rubbish. It’s now
time to move forward and for the school
board to get it together.

Annabelle Fisher
Alexandria

Update on Tree
Lighting Fund
To the Editor:

I am very pleased to announce that the
tree lights on King street will remain on this
next coming spring as we are matching the
contingency Council, led by Del Pepper, set
aside to use for this purpose. They set aside
$13,500. We have to match one half of that
by early in March 2014 to keep the lights
on through June 2014. That is only $6,750.

I have pledged that I will help raise that
money and we have come up with several
ways to do it. The Alexandria Chamber of
Commerce has agreed to keep the money
in their foundation C3 fund. Old Town Busi-
ness and Professional Association has en-
dorsed this campaign. All of the city is hop-
ing that we can do this.

I do have several deposits in the bank al-
ready from the following individuals and

businesses: from Frank Fannon, George
Seghers from The Masonic Memorial, Ann
Dorman with First Night, Andrew Palmerie,
Lynn Hampton, Franco Landini with
Landini Brothers Restaurant and Fish Mar-
ket, The Enchanted Florest, Walker Real
Estate, Hard Times Cafe, The Creamery,
David Baker, Joan Renner, Maginniss&
DelNinni Architects, and Don Simpson.
John Porter with ACT for Alexandria, and
citizens: Phil Hollywood, Randall
Larrimore, Helen Sullivan-Kumar, Phillip
Hollywood, and Lana Slack.

This comes to $3,775 now collected. It is
more than half of the $6,750.

Please join these concerned citizens; we’re
all in this together. Make your check out to
The Alexandria Chamber Foundation Inc.
and mark it for the “Spring tree lights 2014.”
I will keep track of all the money as it comes
in so I can make a public statement , avail-
able through The Alexandria Gazette, as
they have agreed to do so for this fund drive.
This is tax deductible.

Send your checks to me C/O Gold Works
Inc., 1400 King Street, Alexandria VA 22314
please, and I will see that they are depos-
ited with the Chamber immediately. As this
money is raised we will assure that the lights
will be on next year for the spring at least
through June 2014. Let us add your name
to this growing list.

David Martin
Gold Works Inc.

Alexandria

Going Beyond
A-F in Virginia
To the Editor:

In one year, Virginia is slated to start rat-
ing schools with a simple A to F grade. This
rating system, which Jeb Bush started when
he was Governor in Florida, received some
negative press this month when a similar
Indiana program showed the dangers of
using one metric to rate

schools. An Indiana official had adjusted
grading methods for a politically connected
charter school, exposing the risks of overly
simplistic school rankings and changing the
scores of about 165 schools in the process.
With Virginia slated to start using an A-F
school ranking in 2014, this story, among
other factors, should give us pause.

A-F is intended to give the public a snap-
shot of what is happening in Virginia’s
schools by creating simple rankings for how
schools stack up.

Easy-to-understand school ratings are
certainly needed. The problem is that edu-
cation is more complex than one simple
grade. Our kids don’t get one grade for their
work. They get grades for each subject. We
do that on purpose to understand a
student’s strengths and weaknesses. Look-
ing at recent SOL scores, the variance be-
tween subjects, grades and different student
groups are stark. It is almost impossible to
compare those differences with one grade.
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From Page 8

Bulletin Board

Torpedo Factory Art Center Board -
Executive Committee. 4:30 p.m. City Hall,
Sister Cities Room 1101, 301 King St. Call Eric
Wallner, ewallner@torpedofactory.org, 703-
838-4565 x307.

Convention & Visitors Assn. Executive
Committee. 5 p.m. ACVA, 625 N Washington
St. Call Patricia Washington, 703-746-3302.

Transportation Commission Monthly
Meeting. 7 p.m. City Hall, Council Chamber,
301 King St. Contact Steve Sindiong,
steve.sindiong@alexandriava.gov, 703-746-
4047.

Emergency Medical Services Council. 7 p.m.
Inova Alexandria Hospital, 4320 Seminary Road.
Call Brian Hricik, 703-746-5245.

Alexandria-Caen Sister City Committee. 7
p.m. City Hall, Sister Cities Room 1102, 301
King St. Call Rose Boyd, 703-746-4300.

Commission on Information Technology. 7
p.m. City Hall, Council Work Room, 301 King St.
Call Beverly Hill McDonald, 703-746-3001.

Foster Parent Orientation. 6-7:30 p.m. at
Burke Branch Library, 4701 Seminary Road.
Free information session for prospective foster
parents. An agency representative will be on
hand to answer any questions and explain the
requirements to foster and/or adopt. To RSVP e-
mail Christine.Levine@alexandriava.gov or 703-
746-5858.

Democratic Committee Monthly Meeting.
7:30 p.m. at Minnie Howard School auditorium,
3801 W. Braddock Road. Bring canned foods for
ALIVE. There will be door prizes. 703-549-3367.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 10
Alexandria Commission on Employment. 8

a.m. at JobLink, 1900 Beauregard St. Call
Dennis McKinney, 703-746-5990.

Proclamation Commemorating Constitution
Week. 2 p.m. at City Hall, 301 King St.
Participating in the event will be students from
Mt. Vernon and Samuel W. Tucker Elementary
schools and Lyles-Crouch Traditional Academy.

Alexandria Tea Party. 6-9:30 p.m. at The
Lyceum, 201 South Washington St. The
Alexandria Tea Party hosts their Survivors of
Communism Summit. Attendees will receive a
program booklet containing resources for
understanding communism and joining with
others to oppose it. Registration required, visit
www.alexandriateaparty.com.

Annual Citizenship Day/Naturalization
Ceremony. 6 p.m. Market Square, 301 King St.
Contact JoAnn Maldonado,
JoAnn.Maldonado@alexandriava.gov, 703-746-
4800.

Alexandria Commission for Women. 7:30
p.m. City Hall, Room 2000, 301 King St. Call
Lisa Baker, 703-746-5030.

Alexandria Electoral Board. 9:30 a.m. Voter
Registration Office, 132 N. Royal St. Call Eric
Spicer, 703-746-4050.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 11
Meeting. 8 a.m. at City Council Workroom at City

Hall, 301 King St. City of Alexandria and ACPS
are jointly developing a Long-Range Educational
Facilities Plan to accommodate growing student
population and more. Free. 703-461-4666.

Historical Restoration and Preservation
Commission. 8 a.m. Lloyd House, 220 N.
Washington St. Call Lance Mallamo, 703-746-
4554.

9/11 Remembrance Ceremony. 10 a.m.
Market Square, 301 King St. Call 703-746-3969.

Local Emergency Planning Committee. 3
p.m. Alexandria Renew Enterprises, 1500
Eisenhower Ave. Call Ashley Ehrhart, 703-746-
5258.

Deadline. The City of Alexandria is seeking
applicants to fill a vacancy on the Braddock
Implementation Advisory Group. The vacancy is
for an “at-large” slot. All applicants must submit
a completed application

to the Department of Planning and Zoning no later
than 5 p.m. Applications can be found at
www.alexandriava.gov/Braddock or requested
by e- mail Nathan.imm@alexandriava.gov.

Torpedo Factory Art Center Board - Finance
Comm. 5 p.m. City Hall, Sister Cities Room
1101, 301 King St. Contact Eric Wallner,
ewallner@torpedofactory.org, 703-838-4565
x307.

Alexandria Commission Persons with
Disabilities. 7 p.m. City Hall, Room 2000, 301
King St. Call Mike Hatfield, 703-746-3148.

Children, Youth & Family Collaborative

Commission. 7 p.m. City Hall, Sister Cities
Room 1101, 301 King St. Contact Ron Frazier,
ron.frazier@alexandriava.gov, 703-746-5967.

DASH Study Public Workshop. 7 p.m. at
Durant Arts Center, 1605 Cameron St. Help
identify future transit needs in Alexandria. Free.
Visit www.dashbus.com/COA for information.

Board of Architectural Review Old &
Historic Alexandria District Hearing. 7:30
p.m. City Hall, Council Chamber, 301 King St.
Call Al Cox, 703-746-3833.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 12
Fire and Police Officers Pension Plan Board

Meet. 8:30 a.m. City Hall, Sister Cities Room
1101, 301 King St. Call Steven Bland,
steven.bland@alexandriava.gov, 703-746-3886.

Supplemental Retirement Plan Pension
Board. 8:30 a.m. City Hall, Sister Cities Room
1101, 301 King St. Call Steven Bland,
steven.bland@alexandriava.gov, 703-746-3886.

Post-employment Benefits (OPEB) Trust
Board. 1 p.m. City Hall, Sister Cities Room
1101, 301 King St.

Call Steven Bland, steven.bland@alexandriava.gov,
703-746-3886.

Discussion. 1:30-3 p.m. at Beatley Library, 5005
Duke St. Learn how to access senior services in
Alexandria to help live independently. Free.
202-234-1010.

Waterfront Commission — Marina
Committee. 5 p.m. City Hall, Room 2000, 301
King St. Call Jack Browand,
jack.browand@alexandriava.gov, 703-746-5504.

DASH Study Public Workshop. 7 p.m. at
Landmark Mall, 5801 Duke St. Help identify
future transit needs in Alexandria. Free. Visit
www.dashbus.com/COA for information.

Board of Zoning Appeals Hearing. 7:30 p.m.
City Hall, Council Chamber, 301 King St. Call
Peter Leiberg, 703-746-4666.

Alexandria Beautification Commission. 7:30
p.m. Dr. Oswald Durant Memorial Center, 1605
Cameron St. Call Judy Lo, 703-746-5940.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY/SEPT. 12-15
Annual Rug Event. Ten Thousand Villages, 915

King Street. More than 300 rugs will be on
display and available for purchase from
Bunyaad, a company that works with artisans in
Pakistan. Call 703-684-1435 or visit
rugs.tenthousandvillages.com.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 14
Community Fun Fair. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. at

Woodlawn/Faith United Methodist Church,
7010 Harrison Lane. Enjoy a food truck,
vendors, Irish step dancers, music, food and
more. Visit http://www.woodlawn-umc.org/ for
more.

MONDAY/SEPT. 16
Commission on HIV/AIDS. 6:30 p.m.

Alexandria Health Department, 4480 King Street
Call Nechelle Terrell,
nechelle.terrell@vdh.virginia.gov, 703-746-
4933.

Healthcare Talk. 7-9 p.m. at T.C. Williams High
School auditorium, 3330 King St. U.S. Rep. Jim
Moran and healthcare experts will discuss
“Navigating the Affordable Care Act: Making
Health Reform Work for You and Your Family.”
Free. RSVP at moran.house.gov.

Social Services Advisory Board Meeting. 7
p.m. Human Services Building, 2525 Mt. Vernon
Ave. Call Tresniece Perry,
tresniece.perry@alexandriava.gov, 703-746-
5668.

Environmental Policy Commission. 7:30 p.m.
City Hall, Sister Cities Room 1101, 301 King St.
Call Khoa Tran, 703-746-4065.

George Washington Birthday Committee.
7:30 p.m. Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson St. Call
Cheryl Lawrence, 703-746-5419.

Health Systems Agency of Northern
Virginia. 8 p.m. Northern Virginia Regional
Commission, 3060 Williams Drive Call 703-573-
3100.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 17
Public Meeting. 7-9 p.m. in the City Council

Work Room, 301 King St. Discuss City Code and
Zoning Ordinance revisions to clarify that
residents of developments with Development
Special Use Permit conditions limiting
residential parking permits. Free. 703-746-4139.

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

BATHS BATHS

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

EmploymentEmployment

Customer Service/
Sales Part-time Position

We know you love pets, BUT if you are 
that special individual who enjoys working 
with the pets' owners and wants to learn 
about holistic pet care--then you might be 
the person we're seeking to join our team!
Email Susanna for more information on 
the position at office@petsage.com.

Drivers: LOCAL Manassas P&D - 
Home Every Night! 

Great Pay & Benefits! 
CDL-A w/X & T, 1 yr. Exp. Req.

(EOE/AA) Old Dominion Freight Line. 
Call Kevin Flenniken: 1-800-990-6335

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

LEGAL NOTICE
Sealed proposals for the City of Alexandria per specifications
will be received in the office of the Purchasing Division until the
date and time designated as follows:

Title: Request for Proposals No. 00000360, Alexandria Meals
on Wheels Program Non-Mandatory Pre-Proposal Conference:
September 12, 2013 at 2 p.m., prevailing local time, at 100 N.
Pitt St, Suite 301, Alexandria, VA 22314.
RFP Closing Date and Time: September 30, 2013, 4 p.m., 
prevailing local time
For general inquiries, contact John Soderberg at 703-746-4397
The City of Alexandria reserves the right to reject any and or all
proposals, cancel this solicitation, and to waive any informali-
ties or irregularities in procedure. THE CITY REQUIRES ITS
CONTRACTORS TO BE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOY-
ERS.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

TRUSTEE'S SALE
OF VALUABLE

IMPROVED REAL ESTATE

Improved by the premises known as
702 Scarburgh Way, Alexandria, Virginia

In execution of a Deed of Trust from Christopher J. 
Camera and Kiersten Camera, dated July 31, 2007, and re-
corded August 1, 2007, as Instrument numbered 070017988 
among the Land Records of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, the 
undersigned substitute trustee will offer for sale at public auc-
tion at the front entrance of the Court House for the City of 
Alexandria, at 520 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia, on

Tuesday, September 17, 2013 at 11:00 a.m.

the following property being the property contained in said 
Deed of Trust, described as follows:

Lot 38, Old Town Greens, as the same is shown on a plat at-
tached to a deed of consolidation and resubdivision recorded 
in Deed Book 1698 at page 1601, among the Land Records of 
the City of Alexandria, Virginia.

Commonly known as 702 Scarburgh Way, Alexandria, Virginia  
22314.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $50,000.00 or ten percent 
(10%) of the sale price, whichever amount is less, in the form 
of cash or its equivalent will be required of the purchaser at the 
time and place of sale; the balance of the purchase money be-
ing due and payable within fifteen (15) days after sale, time ex-
pressly being of the essence, with interest at the rate of 6.75 
percent per annum from date of sale to date of settlement. 
Provided, however, that if the holder of the secured promissory 
note is the successful bidder at the sale, no cash deposit shall 
be required, and part of or the entire indebtedness, including 
interest and costs, secured by the Deed of Trust, may be set 
off against the purchase price.

Any defaulting purchaser shall forfeit the deposit and stand the 
risk and cost of resale.

Sale shall be made subject to all existing easements and re-
strictive covenants as the same may lawfully affect the real es-
tate.  Sale is further subject to mechanic's and/or material-
man's liens of record and not of record.  The property will be 
sold subject to all conditions, covenants, restrictions, rights of 
redemption of federal lienholders or encumbrances, and agree-
ments of record affecting the same, if any.

In the event the undersigned trustee is unable to convey to the 
purchaser good title, then purchaser's sole and exclusive rem-
edy shall be in the refund of the deposit paid at the time of 
sale.

The subject property and all improvements thereon will be sold 
in "as is" condition without warranty of any kind.  Purchaser 
shall be responsible for any and all building and/or zoning code 
violations whether of record or not of record, as well as for all 
unpaid and enforceable homeowners' or condominium owners' 
association dues and assessments, if any.  Purchaser also 
shall be responsible for obtaining possession of the property at 
his/her expense.  Purchaser shall assume the risk of loss and 
shall be responsible for any damage, vandalism, theft, destruc-
tion, or the like, of or to the property occurring after the time of 
sale.  Conveyance will be by special warranty deed.  Convey-
ancing, recording, transfer taxes, notary fees, examination of ti-
tle, state stamps, and all other costs of conveyance are to be 
at the expense of purchaser.  State and local taxes, public 
charges, and special or regular assessments, if any, shall be 
adjusted to the date of sale and thereafter shall be assumed by 
the purchaser.

Sale is subject to post-sale confirmation that the borrower(s) 
did not file for protection under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code prior 
to the sale, as well as to post-sale confirmation and audit of the 
status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not limit-
ed to, determination of whether the borrower(s) entered into 
any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the loan prior 
to the sale.  In any such event, the sale shall be null and void, 
and the Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law or equity, shall be the 
return of his deposit without interest. Additional terms may be 
announced at the time of sale.  This is a communication from a 
debt collector and any information obtained will be used for 
that purpose.

DAVID N. PRENSKY
Substitute Trustee

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
David N. Prensky
Chasen & Chasen
5225 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W.  #500
Washington, D.C.  20015
(202) 244-4000

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038 ❖ jsmithhdi@aol.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

YARD SALE: Sept. 7, 8-12, 
405 High St., Alexandria. 

Furn, toys, clothing, books, 
and much more. Proceeds to 
fund scholarships for women.

28 Yard Sales

EEssttaattee  SSaa llee   --   
Saturday, Sept 7th - 

8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

9019 Stratford Lane, 

Alexandria, VA 22308 

Household items, 

clothes, some jewelry 

and lots of other 

treasures!

Legal Notices

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of section 4-1-16 of the code of the

City of Alexandria, the Alexandria Police Department located at
3600 Wheeler Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is now in

possession of unclaimed bicycles, mopeds,  lawn equipment,
money, scooters, and other items. All persons having valid
claim to the property should file a claim to the property with

reasonable proof of ownership or the items will  be sold,
destroyed, converted or donated. For a  complete listing go to 

http://alexandriava.gov/police/ and contact the 
Police Property Section at (703) 746-6709.

Legal Notices

DESIGNER YARD SALE
Sat. Sept. 7th, 9 am to 4 pm, 
119 Wolfe Street, Old Town

Alexandria, VA
Interior Designer hosting large sale - Studio
overstock (fabrics, trims, wallpaper, artwork,
rugs, lamps, designer furniture, bedding,
accessories) + jewelry, collectibles, some
antiques, antique type tray, indoor/ outdoor
furniture, kitchen/dining ware, quality outdoor
pots, sports items, books, CDs/videos, basketry,
microwave, designer shoes and SO MUCH
MORE! Doors do NOT open before 9 am. No
inquiries please. Cash or checks only.

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete

FREE ESTIMATE

LIC. INS AND BONDED

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Shape up...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, sodding, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

Remodeling Interior, 
Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Floors, Ceramic Tile, 

Painting, Decks, 
Fences, Additions. 
240-603-6182

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg
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Opinion

By Harry M. Covert

L
abor Day is a perfect time to revisit
the first day of the first job. The ex
perience sticks with most people no

matter the passage of time.
A neighborhood grocery store sticks out

because the customers phoned in orders,
they were charged, bills were cleared up
usually on Friday paydays and orders were
delivered by bicycle, if within a few blocks
and by panel truck otherwise.

Supermarkets were few. Family-owned
stores were simply neighborly, usually stop-
ping-in points. Children could slip by for
chewing gum or small candy after school.
Morris, the proprietor, never refused any-
body. He merely put the pennies on a
family’s running account, kept on small
white notepads. Sometimes, during the
summer, out of the kindness of his heart,
soft drinks made the charge account.

Fortunately I visited the
store almost daily either for
mother, grandmother or
neighbors Mrs. Jones or Mrs.
Gaskins. They gave me a

nickel, sometimes a dime, for my services.
Mother gave me supper.

Mrs. Jones always called in her order,
mostly bread and milk and snuff. I noticed
there was always a small lump around her
lips and finally learned that snuff was a
popular habit among lots of women. It never
attracted my interest.

Morris discovered he needed some help
since his delivery man got sick. He would
have to drive. He asked if I’d like a job on
Saturday, pay would be 50 cents an hour
starting at 7 o’clock in the morning sharp.

There were several aspects I didn’t learn
until the first day. I had to sweep the floor
from the back door, through the meat de-
partment refrigerator and out the front door
to the sidewalk.

Second duty was to take egg crates and
fill-up egg cartons, making sure each egg
was free of any straw or other unwanted
chicken coop debris. Third I had to fill up
the drink machine with iced water, load it
with the sugar-filled drinks of the period.

As the lone telephone began to ring with
anxious customers calling in weekly orders
work began on the egg cartons, all white
eggs, no browns. No organic products.

Ashley the delivery man doubled as a
meat grinder — preparing hamburger, sau-
sage and slicing pork chops. He was doing
his work slowly this day.

For some reason, before going about my
egg duties, I quietly picked up three eggs
and decided to practice juggling. I’d
watched a juggler in tuxedo on television. I
knew I could do that too.

The first three attempts at throwing the
eggs into the air went well. Really proud of
myself. The front door opened. In walked
Mrs. Saunders’ statuesque daughter. My
head turned only briefly for an ogle. Then
crash, splat. I dropped all three eggs and
almost lost it all. I managed to save the crate
from falling. The girl looked at me and just
laughed.

My career as a juggler ended quickly.

From then on every
time the “girl” saw me
she just giggled even in
high school. Later that
summer she won the
beauty contest at the
local recreation center.
She shocked the entire
neighborhood mind

you, wearing a two-piece bathing suit. I
watched.

Morris took pity on me, didn’t scream or
deduct the cost of the broken eggs. He sent
me to the meat table where Ashley was
grinding, chopping and wrapping. I became
the official packager.

Ashley was talking non-stop, complain-
ing about all the work he had to do. He was
filling the grinder, pushing the meat with
his fingers. Suddenly he screamed. He
jerked his hand out of the apparatus. The
index finger to the second knuckle remained
in the ground beef.

It’s not necessary to describe what hap-
pened then. Morris grabbed white linen
towels, wrapped the hand and raced to the
hospital. A couple of hours later all stitched
up Ashley returned to the store and watched
me clean up the butcher board, grinder and
floor. Whenever Morris walked to the meat
area, Ashley moaned.

Quite an opening day of course. Within
six months the official truck-driving deliv-
ery boy was me at 15 . The job extended to
after school where I loaded the 1946 model
truck and made certain all groceries reached
the destinations. Radios were always blar-
ing with the soap operas, “One Man’s Fam-
ily,” “Just Plain Bill,” “The Guiding Light”,
“Ma Perkins”, “Our Gal Sunday” and many
more.

THERE STILL REMAINS something spe-
cial about neighborhood groceries. They
were wonderful gathering spots — gossip
about everything, local politics, high school
sports and the new products hitting the
stores. Nolde’s Bread had pictures of The
Cisco Kid on each loaf, Cokes, Pepsis, RC’s
and Grapettes, Rinso soap powder and Old
Dutch Cleanser were popular.

Drinks were a nickel for a 12-ounce bottle
(no cans). Nolde’s bread was 18 cents. Al-
most forgot. Bond Bread had Hopalong
Cassidy labels. There were no frozen foods
to speak of.

I loved the first job. Pay that day was $5,
no deductions. It was the only time I ever
forgot to ask for it. Morris called my house
that night and said, “don’t ever forget to
get your money.” Never have.

Grocery shopping to this day has always
been a pleasure.

On this week honoring workers, I remem-
ber how to fill grocery paper bags, grind
ground beef, and always know where the
fingers are. I still like prattling on about
who’s doing what and think of the joyful
days of reading local papers, mornings and
afternoons.

In those days I didn’t know anything
about left-wingers or right-wingers. I did
know what was right and wrong as well as
the difference between boys and girls.

Supermarkets on the Corner

Covert

Matters

From Page 23

Letters to the Editor

Applied to Virginia’s current method of ac-
crediting schools, it also has the potential
to exacerbate the challenges we face with
low-income students in Virginia.

In Virginia, for a school to be deemed
successful, or accredited, it is not required
to meet academic expectations for students
in each income and ethnic group. Instead,
scores are averaged across a school. To use
Alexandria as an example, we have one el-
ementary school that is accredited by the
state, passes all the state standards and is
highly desired by parents. We have another
school that is subject to a state takeover
because of its low average test scores. When
you compare these schools by their test
scores for low-income students though, the
one at risk of a state takeover does better.
Looking at an A-F system, how do you com-
pare these schools? Why is one considered
failing when another, with worse perfor-
mance for similar students, isn’t? Poverty,
English language learners and other factors
can impact test performance and are im-
portant challenges to address throughout
Virginia’s school districts. Our school grad-
ing system needs to expose aspects of our
schools that need more attention so that we
can adapt and compare techniques that are
working and those that are not.

Since family income is a significant pre-
dictor of test scores, we have to be careful
to not let A-F simply become a de-facto
ranking of schools by average parent in-
come. Our A-F implementation needs to
expose all of the data that goes into the fi-
nal letter grade. One school may be doing
great in math, but have problems with read-
ing. Another may be doing a great job bring-
ing up the achievement of lower income
students, but not making any significant
progress with its middle-income students.

Exposing these differences is a critical part
of empowering communities with useful
information about their schools.

Comprehensive information will show
parents and communities how their schools
truly stack up. Transparently showing the
underlying information behind a school’s
grade in simple and clear terms will help
prevent the rigging of grades as happened
in Indiana. We also should go further and
make sure our accreditation system forces
Virginia to pay attention to kids from every
background, whether they are a small por-
tion or the majority in a school.

I know the Board of Education is looking
at these issues as it grapples with a fair A-F
system. The legislature didn’t give them a
lot of time to do this, so it is going to be a
stretch. If more time is needed, we should
grant it. It would be a mistake to let haste
turn A-F into a tool to mask what is truly
happening in our schools.

Rob Krupicka
Alexandria

‘Iron’ Versus
‘Golden Age’
To the Editor:

I sat through St James group’s presenta-
tion for their “public-private partnership”
high-end athletic facility, but emerged skep-
tical as to its commercial viability. Why

didn’t the company do “due diligence”
which would have told them Hensley Park
wasn’t feasible? Did city hall fail to docket
the requisite public hearing on the utility
tax contained in the city budget because
staff and members were too distracted by
this unsolicited proposal only two had the
sense to dismiss from the outset?

Former city councilor David G Speck in-
sists citizens too quickly condemned the St
James Group’s “public-private partnership”
proposal for a mega-sports center on city
parkland. Certainly, citizen opposition was
quick, but the alacrity with which that op-
position emerged, coalesced, mobilized, and
shut the project down was of necessity.

Former city councilor Speck served on city
council during a long “golden age” which
saw such titans of statespersonship and civic
leadership as James Moran, Charles Beatley,
and Patsy Ticer. Councilor Speck, whose
appointment to city council for the last few
months of Rob Krupicka’s term may well
make him the first person to serve on
Alexandria’s city council under two differ-
ent political parties since the Whigs, was
one of those titans. But it would be a mis-
take to apply a “golden age” modus oper-
andi to today’s “iron age” of city gover-
nance, where citizen petitions are dismissed
with legal legerdemain; public property and
prerogatives are treated like poker chips at
the casino to be bet on “public-private part-
nerships,” new metro stations, and new fire
stations in exchange for development con-
cessions which run out affordable housing;
lame ducks shift election date for partisan
advantage; and city committees’ informed
and well-considered recommendations are
insouciantly ignored.

The entre act of this “iron age” was city
council’s lame-duck decision to shift the
election to November. Not in living memory
have the Democrats not enjoyed a majority
on Alexandria’s city council, so partisan
advantage was more a foil than the real
motivation, marginalizing the highly in-
formed voters who dominated the spring-
time election and diluting their influence
on city governance, even though they had
always given Democrats a majority. City hall
may have hoped these voters would evapo-
rate into the ether, but instead, precisely
because they are well-informed, they have
evolved their tactics to, as successfully as
they can, address the new reality.

Today’s city council is not capable of un-
dertaking the sort of sophisticated conver-
sation Councilor Speck seeks because it is
too reflexively concessionary to developers.
Who, for example, would trust today’s city
council to assure Alexandrians would have
preferred access more than “a wink and a
nod”? The bloc of well-informed civic ac-
tivists who formerly dominated the spring-
time election understands that opening with
a hard tackle is the most successful strat-
egy for operating in today’s “iron age” of
city government.

From their sacred graves, that “golden
age’s” titans’ 1977 $117,000 federal grant
today protects us from city hall’s machina-
tions and “public-private partnerships”
where all our civic treasures are on the auc-
tion block.

Dino Drudi
Alexandria
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Teaching
Kids

Is Our
Specialty

Introductory Program

AllStarAlexandria.com
703-370-KICK

3223 Duke St. • Alexandria Commons
Next to Panera

$20 for 2 Lessons
Includes free uniform • Ages 31⁄2 –12

Confidence, Discipline, Respect

Master Instructor Philip Baroody

GIRL
POWER

RESTON TOWN CENTER | SEPTEMBER 29 | 6:00 PM

By Marilyn Campbell

Gazette Packet

L
aura Wheeler Poms, of
Fairfax, set out to earn a
doctorate degree and

make a career change. As a wife,
mother and working professional,
the goal, she said, often felt lofty.

“Writing my dissertation at
times felt overwhelming, espe-
cially if I looked at it as one huge
project,” said Poms, who now
holds a Ph.D. in industrial/orga-
nizational psychology and is an
assistant professor of global and community health
at George Mason University in Fairfax. “I set goals
like writing one page or doing one analysis each day
and I was able to get it done. I also gave myself little
rewards along the way.”

While Poms set and achieved an ambitious goal,
she and other psychologists say many people do not.
Whether one desires to make a career change, set
boundaries in an unhealthy relationship or lose
weight, setting and achieving goals is difficult for
some.

“The biggest reason people fall off the bandwagon
is that they pick goals that are outside their behav-
ioral repertoire, that are environmentally impossible
or that they don’t have the skills to accomplish,” said
Linda Berg-Cross, Ph.D., a therapist in private prac-
tice and a professor of psychology at Howard Uni-
versity in Washington, as well as a Potomac, Md.,
resident. “If you say, ‘I’m going to exercise an hour a
day,’ but you have a full-time job and children, you
really don’t have time to exercise for an hour.”

Poms says that a person’s reasons for waiting to
make a change could affect his or her success or fail-
ure. “If your goal is motivated by guilt, fear or re-
gret, you’re less likely to achieve that goal,” she said.
“If someone tells you that you need to lose weight,
unless that realization has come home to you, it is
not very useful. … If you don’t see the need, you’re
not going to be motivated to accomplish it.”

To make lasting changes, experts say, one must be
prepared for the work involved in making the shift.
“Sometimes when people want to make a change,
they are not quite ready,” said Amy Van Arsdale,
Ph.D., assistant professor of psychology at
Marymount University in Arlington and a therapist
in private practice who lives in Fairfax. “And some-
times people want to make a change, but they aren’t
sure how.

“Another reason that sometimes makes it really
hard for people to make changes like setting bound-
aries with someone they love, is because that person
might feel hurt, so the person who is trying to change
backs down,” Van Arsdale continued.

Whether your goal is getting out of a toxic rela-
tionship, making a career change or maintaining an
exercise plan, there are strategies that you can imple-
ment to maintain your perseverance.

“If someone starts to give up,” said Van Arsdale, “I
recommend that they do a check-in and ask ‘What is
going on that makes me want to quit?’”

Assessing how much control one has over the situ-
ation is another key tactic. “A person should look at
what they can change and what cannot change,” said
Van Arsdale. “When setting a boundary with another
person, for example, a person could say, ‘Maybe I
can change how often I call my mother, but I can’t
control how often she calls me so I need to change
how I respond, because I can only control myself.”

Berg-Cross recommends small, gradual changes.
“Make the teeniest changes you can think of that are
part of your normal routine,” she said. “It is not
making behavioral changes, it is fading from one
behavior to another on a long continuum, little by
little.”

Van Arsdale said that sometimes she asks clients
to think in reverse. For example, “If I didn’t lose
weight and I didn’t get in shape, what is the worse
part?” she asks. “I am having problems with my
mother and want to set better boundaries. [If] I don’t
change set boundaries, I will feel powerless, and I
want to feel more powerful.”

Re-evaluate specific goals and tweak them if
needed. “Sometimes people set goals that are too
high,” said Van Arsdale. “If you set you goals to go
to the gym five days a week and that it isn’t happen-
ing, instead go three times a week. Hanging in there
and tweaking goals so that they work for you is bet-
ter than giving up.”

Poms recommends a SMART (specific,
measureable, achievable, realistic, time-based)
model when setting and working to reach goals. “Set
small, achievable goals and get excited when you
meet your goals,” she said. “Accentuate the small
things that you’ve done.”

Van Arsdale said, “Think how your life will change
if you make the change, but be realistic. Saying I
want to lose 10 pounds is vague. Saying ‘I really want
to be able to walk a 5K race with my friend’ is more
doable.”

This strategy also works in interpersonal relation-
ships. “You have to figure out what it is about the
other person that makes you feel the need to set the
boundary,” said Poms. “You have to figure out deep
down what is the source of the irritation and then
set a boundary, but you want to try to talk to that
person first.”

Get support from friends and family for any chal-
lenging goal. Also, “Don’t set too many goals at once
because it gets overwhelming,” said Poms. “You need
practical solutions for dealing with things.”

Wellbeing

How To Set Realistic Goals
Local experts say
key to success
is setting
achievable goals.

When working to make behavioral or physical changes,
experts recommend dividing one’s goals into small,
gradual steps.
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See Sports Briefs,  Page 29

TC Field Hockey
Finishes Second in
Under the Lights Pool

The T.C. Williams field hockey team
placed second in its pool during the Under
the Lights Tournament Aug. 26-27 at Lee
High School.

The Titans finished 3-1 during the two-
day tournament. TC beat Mount Vernon 4-
1 and lost to Oakton 2-0 on Aug. 26, and
beat Osbourn Park 1-0 and Lee 5-0 on Aug.
27.

Oakton finished first in the pool with a 4-
0 record.

TC head coach William Heresniak said

junior midfielder Meredith Caine, senior
midfielder Gianna Knutson and junior
midfielder Emily Moncure are some of the
team’s top players. Freshman Sarah
Leckman takes over for graduated four-year
starter Megan Boyle.

“After losing Megan Boyle, I have a fresh-
man, Sarah Leckman, [who] has impressed
me beyond words,” Heresniak said. “You
can keep an eye out for her doing some stuff
this year just as a freshman.”

Last season, TC upset top seed West
Springfield in the semifinals of the Patriot
District tournament and finished district
runner-up.

“The way that we jelled, it was pretty
T.C. Williams senior Gianna Knutson converts a stroke against Lee
during the Under the Lights Tournament on Aug. 27.

Sports Briefs
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Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

Sports

See TC's 38-2,  Page 29

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

A
fter an Oakton punt bounced to-
ward the sideline early in the
second quarter, T.C. Williams re-
turn man Rashawn Jackson no-

ticed the ball remained in bounds.
He also noticed an opportunity.
“I thought the ball rolled out of bounds,

and then when it didn’t, nobody was cover-
ing the ball,” Jackson said, “so I just said,
‘there’s my chance right there.’”

Jackson grabbed the ball and raced 53
yards for a touchdown, helping give the T.C.

Williams football team a 24-point lead en
route to a 38-2 season-opening victory over
the Cougars on Friday night at Oakton High
School. Five different Titans scored a touch-
down in the program’s first victory against
a team from Conference 5, formerly known
as the Concorde District, since beating
Oakton in 2009.

The Cougars, who graduated several key
players from their 2012 Northern Region
championship team, were no match for the
Titans, who scored on their first offensive
play from scrimmage and led 31-2 at half-
time.

T.C. Williams hasn’t reached the playoffs
since 1990, but one wouldn’t have known
it from watching Friday’s contest.

“This win means a lot,” Jackson said. “We
had to send a message for everybody on our
schedule. We expect to do this.”

TC took control early in Friday’s game.
After forcing an Oakton punt during the

game’s opening possession, the Titans
scored on their first offensive play when
running back Malik Carney, who is commit-
ted to the University of North Carolina as a
linebacker, carried 54 yards into the end
zone. After a 52-yard punt return by Jack-
son set up a 31-yard field goal by Zach
Eisenhour, the Titans extended their lead
to 17-0 when quarterback Darius Holland
connected with Philip Tyler for a 46-yard
touchdown in the opening minute of the
second quarter.

Tyrice Henry hauled in a 73-yard touch-
down pass from Holland late in the first half
and TJ Jordan caught a 26-yard scoring toss
from Holland in the third quarter.

“Beating Oakton High School, they’re not
as strong as they’ve always been, but they’re
still a very strong program,” TC head coach
Dennis Randolph said. “By the end of the
year, they’re going to be in playoff conten-
tion, so I think we beat a playoff team. …

That was our goal: to come in here and
show them that we could play with them.
We have some very, very, very good ath-
letes.”

One of those athletes is Holland, a 6-foot-
2, 182-pound junior making his first var-
sity start Friday. He completed 9 of 14
passes for 205 yards and three touchdowns.
He also rushed three times for nine yards
— numbers which would have been better
if not for a penalty and a 12-yard loss on a
fumble recovery.

“I was confident in our team,” Holland
said, “but I was nervous.”

Holland saw limited action as a varsity
quarterback during his sophomore season,
and played receiver for the junior varsity
team. He performed well during the
offseason, Randolph said, and had a strong
showing against the Cougars.

T.C. Williams running back Malik Carney carries the football against Oakton on Aug. 30.
T.C. Williams quarterback Darius Holland throws a
pass against Oakton on Aug. 30.

T.C. Williams Football Blasts Oakton in Season Opener
Five different
Titans reach end
zone in victory.
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NASCAR Simulator
& Racecar

Food & Refreshments

SPONSORED BY

REGISTER NOW

Members $20
Non Members $35

www.alexchamber.com

Sports Briefs

From Page 28

awesome,” Heresniak said. “… [T]hat night was
probably one of the best nights of my coaching ca-
reer. The kids who are on the team this year who
were there last year, they understand it, they talk to
the other kids .…”

— Jon Roetman

Fall Crew Registration
To be Held Sept. 7

The start of school means one thing at the Dee
Campbell Boathouse in Old Town — it means fall
crew is about to start, as well.

Designed for those who want to learn more about

the sport of rowing and build on the skills they have
developed in the past, Fall Crew is open to all stu-
dents in the seventh-12th grades from public and
private schools in Alexandria and the Washington,
D.C. metro area.

Registration for this year’s program will be held
this Saturday, Sept. 7, from 10 a.m.-noon at the Boat-
house, which is located on the Potomac River at 1
Madison Street in Alexandria. Fall crew begins two
days later — on Sept. 9 — and will be held from
4:15 to 6:15 p.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days. The program runs for five weeks and concludes
on Oct. 11.

Fall crew is led by veteran coach Patrick Marquardt
and sponsored by the Alexandria crew boosters. For
registration forms and more information, visit
www.tcwcrew.org/programs/fallcrew.html.

Sports

TC’s 38-2 Season Opener
From Page 28

“This win means a
lot. We had to send
a message for
everybody on our
schedule. We expect
to do this.”

— T.C. Williams senior
Rashawn Jackson

“He’ll grade out OK,” Randolph said. “He made
some exceptional plays. He made some mistakes, but
overall he did a great job. Him being an athlete back
there and the things he can do, if
you don’t box him in, he’s going
to take off on you and he did that
a couple times tonight.”

Carney carried 12 times for 77
yards. Henry had two receptions
for 78 yards, Jackson finished with
two catches for 37 yards and Tim
Rattanaphone had two receptions
for 15 yards.

Oakton’s points came in the sec-
ond quarter when the T.C. Will-
iams punter stepped out of bounds
in the end zone, resulting in a
safety.

It was the Cougars’ lowest scor-
ing output since being shut out, 35-0, by eventual
state champion Westfield in October of 2007.

The Titans held Oakton to 105 yards of offense,
including minus-2 on the ground. Five-foot-8 senior
Michael Ficarra, making his first varsity start at quar-
terback, completed 8 of 15 passes for 107 yards.
Senior Bobby Lam was Oakton’s leading rusher with

28 yards in 11 carries.
“We had a senior-laden team (in 2012), we’re re-

turning two starters on offense this year,” Oakton
head coach Jason Rowley said.

“We’ve got to bring some of these younger guys
around and some of the guys that
are seniors that have waited their
turn, they’ve got to learn how to
play under the lights and take care
of the little things, and we didn’t
take care of the little things to-
night. … We got beat in every facet
of the game. …

“TC’s a good football team, take
nothing away from them. They’ve
got talent all over the place.
They’ve got two Division I commit-
ted players (Carney and lineman
Jeremiah Clarke). [Their] quarter-
back, he can throw the deep ball
as well as anybody in the region.

They’re impressive. Coach Randolph has done an
excellent job over there.”

T.C. Williams will travel to face the Centreville
Wildcats at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 7. Centreville
won its opener against West Potomac, 51-7, on Thurs-
day.

Oakton will host Madison at 7:30 p.m. on Friday.
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News

Firefighters work from the ladder truck to get the fire under control.

Equipment lined the intersection at South Van Dorn and South Pickett.

Smoke from the warehouse fire filed the sky Monday, Sept. 2. This view
is from 4600 Duke St. opposite Foxchase Shopping Center
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By Tuesday, the fire had been contained and charred pieces of foam were scattered around
the South Picket Street.

Massive Blaze Erupts at Warehouse on West End
From Page 1

the building was inoperable. So Alexandria
fire officials called for help from Fairfax
County, which loaned a 10,000 gallon
tanker truck. That provided an immediate
source of water while firefighters scanned
the area for a working hydrant. Eventually,
one was discovered in a nearby apartment
complex. So firefighters cut through a fence
and tapped off a hydrant by an apartment
complex on Edsall Road.

“In emergency services, you train for not
only what you expected to have there but
what is unexpected,” said Chief Fire Mar-
shal Robert Rodriguez. “So if your water
source is impaired, then you go to your sec-
ondary options for either alternate water
mains or portable water sources in order to
meet your objective.”

That wasn’t the only stumbling block. Just
as firefighters were entering the building,
part of the roof collapsed. That sent
firefighters scrambling from the building

and radically changed the strategy.
“We go from an offense mode to more of

a defend-in-place mode,” said Rodriguez.
“We are going to continue to attack the fire
building, but only use exterior lines as well
as protect any other structures around that
the fire could extend to.”

ALEXANDRIA RECEIVED support from
across the region to help fight the fire, in-
cluding Prince George’s County, Arlington
County, Fairfax County and the Metropoli-
tan Washington Airports Authority. Units
from across the National Capital Region
scrambled to fill in for missing units that
were in Alexandria, reshuffling responders
across Northern Virginia and Maryland.
Assistance included help from the U.S. Navy,
the Red Cross and Dominion Virginia Power.
Injuries included one firefighter from Alex-
andria, one from Fairfax County and two
from the airports authority.

“The firefighters transported to hospital
from Alexandria warehouse fire were for
precautionary reasons,” Alexandria Fire
Chief Adam Thiel announced on Twitter at
5 p.m. “Thanks for all your concern!”

At the peak of the firefight, the blaze was
a six-alarm fire — meaning that six
firefighting units were dispatched to help
contain the blaze. By 2:30 p.m., the fire was
finally contained although crews remained
on the scene through the night. Tax records
show the building is owned by a limited-
liability corporation created by McLean-
based Velsor Companies, which rents to a
business known as D.C. Foam Recycle Cen-
ter. Charred bits of foam could be seen lit-
tering Pickett Street the day after the fire,
where the smell of smoke lingered in the
air. Fire officials said the investigation will
take at least a week to determine a cause.

“It’s going to be a long and detailed in-
vestigation,” said Rodriguez. “Investigators
need to remove the roof portions that have
collapsed and shore up certain areas that
were damaged by the fire to ensure there
isn’t a further collapse. Once they make the
scene safe for entry, they’ll start doing a
detailed investigation.”
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(1) DUE AT SIGNING INCLUDES DOWN PAYMENT (COROLLA: $2,199, CAMRY: $2,699, RAV4: $2,999), FIRST MONTH’S PAYMENT, $499 PROCESSING FEE AND NO SECURITY DEPOSIT. NOT ALL CUSTOMERS WILL QUALIFY. TAX, REGISTRATION
AND INSURANCES ARE EXTRA. CUSTOMER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR EXCESSIVE WEAR AND EXCESS MILEAGE CHARGES OF $0.15 PER MILE IN EXCESS OF AGREEMENT’S MILES (COROLLA/RAV4: 36,000 MILES; CAMRY: 24,000 MILES). OFFER
AVAILABLE ON APPROVED CREDIT TO QUALIFIED CUSTOMERS FROM TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES. (2) 0% APR FINANCING AVAILABLE FOR UP TO 60 MONTHS ON SELECT MODELS. OFFERS FOR WELL-QUALIFIED BUYERS WITH APPROVED
TIER1+ CREDIT THROUGH TFS. 60 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF $16.67 PER $1,000 BORROWED. (3) PURCHASERS CAN RECEIVE UP TO $2,750 CASH BACK FROM TOYOTA OR CAN APPLY CASH BACK TO DOWN PAYMENT. AMOUNT VARIES PER
MODEL. (4) BASED ON BLACK BOOK TRADE VALUE MINUS EXCESS MILEAGE AND RECONDITIONING. (5) COVERS NORMAL FACTORY SCHEDULED SERVICE FOR 2 YEARS OR 25K MILES, WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. THE NEW VEHICLE CANNOT BE
PART OF A RENTAL OR COMMERCIAL FLEET. SEE PARTICIPATING DEALER FOR COMPLETE PLAN DETAILS. VALID ONLY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES AND ALASKA. (6) COLLEGE GRAD AND MILITARY REBATE AVAILABLE ON TOYOTAS
WITH APPROVED CREDIT THRU TFS. ELIGIBLE CUSTOMERS MUST BE IN ACTIVE DUTY STATUS IN U.S. MILITARY TO RECEIVE REBATE. (7) 2012 OR 2013 EPA-ESTIMATED MILEAGE. ACTUAL MILEAGE MAY VARY. (8) CUSTOMERS CAN RECEIVE A
$500 INCENTIVE FROM TOYOTA UPON LEASING A NEW 2013 RAV4 AND TRADING IN A TOYOTA VEHICLE. (†) WHICHEVER COMES FIRST FROM DATE OF TCUV PURCHASE. (††) FROM DATE OF TCUV PURCHASE. (†††) 1.9% APR FINANCING ON
ALL CPO VEHICLES FOR UP TO 60 MONTHS WITH APPROVED CREDIT ON SELECT MODELS THROUGH TFS. 60 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF $17.05 PER $1,000 BORROWED. ONE INCENTIVE PER TRANSACTION. ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 9/30/13.
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