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‘Helping Hungry Kids’
Feeds Local Children
News, Page 3

Floris Opens Doors
For Cold Weather Safety
News, Page 4

‘Broadway Magic’
Comes to Herndon
Schools, Page 5

Herndon
Gymnast
Bradley

All-Around
Winner

Sports, Page 8

Herndon freshman
Alexa Bradley won

the all-around
competition at a
Jan. 16 meet at

Herndon High
School.
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Vandal Damages Windows

P
olice arrived at the
Herndon Town Council
Chamber building Friday

night, Jan. 17, to find that several
large windows around the outside
of the building had been smashed.

Witnesses reported seeing a tall
black male throw an object at the
Council Chamber building in
downtown Herndon at 10:45 p.m.
before taking off running toward
Grace Street.

Despite assistance from a Fairfax
County Police helicopter, authori-
ties were unable to spot and cap-
ture the suspect.

The suspect smashed three
panes of glass near the front doors
of the chamber building, as well
as another around the back close

to the bike trail.
No one has come forward yet

with any information on the sus-
pect, but police are hoping that
witnesses will start to come for-
ward this week.

“The Herndon Police Depart-
ment is asking for the public’s as-
sistance in identifying the subject,”
said Lt. Jim Moore in a statement
Saturday.

Anyone who observed anything
related to this incident can call the
police department’s main number
at 703-435-6846 or contact Sgt.
Thompson at 703-435-6881 x
2332 or by email at
stephen.thompson@herndon-
va.gov.

— Ethan McLeod
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The vandal
caused almost

$5,000 in dam-
age to the

council cham-
ber building

windows Friday
evening.

See Town,  Page 4

News

By Ryan Dunn

The Connection

W
e have several presen-
tations this evening
and we are very ex-

cited about all of them because
this is the stuff that makes living
in Herndon the great place that it

is,” said Mayor Lisa Merkel. Merkel
was speaking at the Jan. 14
Herndon Town Council Public Ses-
sion, and she invited town
councilmember Melissa Jonas to
read the official Certificate of Con-
gratulations for the Herndon High
School’s “Pride of Herndon”

Volunteer John Mosesso who has long organized the
annual Herndon High School Homecoming Parade was
given a ceremonial key of the Town of Herndon at the
Town Council meeting.

Certificates of Congratulations
Given at Council Session
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By Ethan McLeod

The Connection

H
erndon Police determined late
Friday, Jan. 17, that a body
found in a creek bed at the in-

tersection of Locust and Center streets
in downtown Herndon was that of 30-
year-old Damien Patrick Scanlan.

Police received a call from a resident

of the 600 block of Center Street who spot-
ted the body down in the creek around 8
a.m. on Friday morning.

While a preliminary investigation indi-
cated that there had been no foul play in
Scanlan’s death, police are asking that any-
one who saw him that night to come for-
ward.

“The police are looking for anyone who
may have heard or witnessed anything last

night in the area of Center Street and
Locust Street between the hours of mid-
night and 8 a.m. this morning,” said
Herndon Police Lt. Jim Moore.

Moore said that the police still have to
conduct interviews in the coming weeks.
The cause of death is determined by the
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner will
not be known for months.

Anyone with information on this case
or who saw Scanlan that night should
contact Herndon Police Sgt. Thompson
at 703-435-6881 x 2332 or Detective
Diaz at 703-435-2990.

Body Found in Creek off of Locust Street Identified
A resident reported finding the body of an
adult male in downtown Herndon.

See Sales Tax,  Page 11

Herndon Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or herndon@connectionnewspapers.com

By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

T
he partial government shutdown
was more than an October sur-
prise during the race for gover-
nor. Newly available statistics

from the Virginia Department of Taxation
show the month was also an unexpected
boost to sales tax revenues across the com-
monwealth. Fairfax County, for example, re-
corded a 15.5 percent spike in sales tax rev-
enue in October 2013 compared to Octo-
ber 2012. But state and local officials says
that’s because several major department
stores neglected to increase their sales tax
rate to reflect the new regional tax for trans-
portation when the new fiscal year began
in July. So the October numbers represent
the backlog of uncollected revenues.

Which retailers flubbed their taxes?
“That’s proprietary information, so we

can’t say,” said Marcia Wilds, revenue and
economic analysis coordinator with the
Fairfax County Department of Management
and Budget. “They’re big.”

The revenue corrections came at a key
time for local governments, a month that
many expected to be particularly bleak.
Many government workers and contractors
were out of work in October, when local
governments became concerned that spend-
ing habits might reflect a sense of uncer-
tainty about the future. Now budget offi-
cials across Northern Virginia are worried
about what kind of sales tax revenue they’ll
collect from the holiday season.

“The sales tax will be back with holiday
sales,” said Stephen Fuller, director of the
Center for Regional Analysis at George
Mason University. “Over the year there will
only a minor weakening.”

BUDGET OFFICIALS are not so sure. As
local governments across the region prepare
for the first round of budgeting next month,
a sense of uncertainty looms over the rev-
enue projections and spending priorities.
Part of that is the unemployment rate, which
remains at about 6 percent across Virginia.
That means consumers may hold back on
consumption based spending, which would
mean lower revenues for local governments
on retail sales and restaurant meals.

October numbers
artificially inflated;
holiday numbers
could spell trouble.

Retail
Worries

News

By Ethan McLeod

The Connection

E
very Saturday leading up to Feb. 17,
customers walking into the Fox Mill
and North Point shopping center

Giant grocery stores will be able to provide
food for hungry elementary school children
in Herndon and Reston.

The Helping Hungry Kids program kicked
off its Stuff the Bus food collection program
Jan. 18, at area grocery stores, complete
with shopping carts and a stack of food
ready to be purchased for generous custom-
ers. Volunteers at the front of the store
handed out flyers to customers and asked
them to help by purchasing $11 bags filled
with child-sized portions of items like maca-
roni and cheese, granola bars and sugar-
free applesauce.

“A lot of the people who come here just
take the bag and prepare it themselves,”
said Colleen Cavitz, a Chantilly resident
who has been volunteering each month for
three years.

Co-founder Sandy Amato first began col-
lecting monthly food donations in 2009 for
area elementary school students on free and

reduced lunch programs. There is a signifi-
cant gap in food availability for those stu-
dents on the weekends that Amato says the
Helping Hungry Kids program seeks to fill.
Giving Circle of Hope, the nonprofit that
organizes the monthly food drives, distrib-
utes the food at the end of each week for
children on free and reduced lunch pro-
grams.

The majority of the food, about 300 bags,
goes to Dogwood Elementary School stu-
dents, with an additional 25 to 50 going to
students who attend Buzz Aldrin, Terraset,
Clearview, Coates and Belvedere elemen-
tary schools. Larger items and boxes of food
are donated to the Embry Rucker Commu-
nity Shelter. “The community is so gener-
ous,” said Amato. “We get about eight gro-
cery carts full every time we come out here
to Fox Mill.”

The food is then transported to the Al-
tum, Inc. building in Reston, the corporate
business partner for the past five years for
Giving Circle of Hope, where it is sorted into

bags.
From Jan. 18 to Feb. 17, Fairfax County

provides transport for the donations
through its Stuff the Bus program with
Fastran buses in the parking lots of 13 gro-
cery stores that collect each day’s donations.
Helping Hungry Kids is one of the initia-
tives that Fairfax County helps, in addition
to replenishing the supplies at area food
banks.

Dave Dixon, who works for MV Transpor-
tation, has been driving the buses stuffed
full of food donations for four years. “After
Christmas, there’s a real drain on the sup-
plies available for food banks,” said Dixon.

Dixon displayed the estimated figures
collected during the 2012-2013 school year:
8,570 bags, totaled at $51,420 in donations.

Amato noted that the collections have
grown each year, and hopes that that trend
will only continue to provide for the
county’s hungry children: “Nobody thinks
there are hungry kids in Fairfax County, but
there really are.”

Saturday food drives at
Herndon and Reston
grocery stores provide
weekends meals for
area students.

‘Helping
Hungry
Kids’

Photo by Ethan McLeod/The Connection

Volunteers unload food packed into a Fastran bus at the end of the day.
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Certificates were awarded to winners of the 2013
“Dress Up Herndon for the Holidays” contest. From
left: Nilton Carhuallanqui, Arita Carhuallanqui, Vice
Mayor Connie Hutchinson, Lynn Schumaker, Ken
Marter, Mayor Lisa Merkel and David Hartnett.
Seated in the back are Melissa Jonas and Charlie
Waddel.

From Page 2

Town
Marching Band.

The Town Council honored
the band and director Kathleen
Jacoby for their exceptional
performance in Hawaii for the
Pearl Harbor Memorial Parade
this past December. Herndon
High School students and mem-
bers of the Pride of Herndon
marching band Lizzie Pater and
Christian Sheppard recounted
their experience and excite-
ment at being awarded Grand
Champion honors for their pa-
rade performance. “This has
been one of the most influen-
tial trips I have been on, and I
will be eternally grateful,” said
Sheppard.

The councilmembers and
Merkel told the band how
proud they were, and remarked
on how well the band repre-
sented the Town of Herndon to
the country. “You guys are a rare
breed,” said councilmember
Charlie Waddel. “I’m a little in
awe of what you accomplished
… you made your parents
proud and honored the veter-
ans, thank you.”

“Pride of Herndon” band
members thanked the Town of
Herndon for its support and
shared a photo slideshow of
their trip to Hawaii. A certifi-
cate of appreciation was also
given to JT Sidhu, an airport
operations supervisor for
United Airlines who helped
make sure chaperone guide-
lines were met and helped the
band secure a $5,000 discount
on shipping the band’s instru-
ments and equipment to Ha-
waii. Sidhu graduated from
Herndon High in 1998.

The Town Council made an-
other proclamation recognizing
John Mosesso, honoring him
for more than 20 years of
volunteerism and leadership to

chair and organize the annual
Herndon High School Home-
coming Parade. Mosesso was
also recognized for his
volunteerism provided to other
organizations including, the
annual Herndon Festival and
the Herndon Festival Planning
Committee, the Girls Scouts,
and the former Greater
Herndon Jaycees. Mosesso is
leaving the position of chair for
the annual Herndon Home-
coming Parade, which has be-
come a signature Herndon
event.

“This is just one of the many
people who have made
Herndon such a wonderful
place to live,” said Olem.
“Thanks for everything you
have done.”

“I commend you for all your
years of service, we will miss
you terribly,” said
councilmember Grace Wolf.

Mosesso was awarded a cer-
emonial key of the Town of
Herndon. “He kept the parade
going when nobody else
stepped up to do it,” said
Herndon Town Manager Arthur
Anselene. “It has been a plea-
sure to work with John with
both the parade and the
Herndon festival.”

One more group of certifi-
cates was given out, and that
was for winners of the 2013
“Dress Up Herndon for the
Holidays” contest, operated by
The Cultivating Communities
Initiative. Lynn Schumaker
read a list of winners who were
then invited to come up and
receive their certificates of ap-
preciation. Among those who
picked up the certificates were
David Hartnett, Ken Marter,
and Nilton and his wife Arita
Carhuallanqui.

To learn more about the
Town of Herndon government
and council meetings, visit
www.herndon-va.gov/Con-
tent/Government/.

News

By Andrea Worker

The Connection

M
embers of Floris United Methodist Church
(FUMC) in Herndon have participated in
programs assisting the area’s homeless for

years, mostly through food and clothing donations
and by volunteering to serve meals at shelters and
seasonal food pantries and kitchens. Last year a num-
ber of the congregation who have given their time
to those efforts decided to see if FUMC would take
their involvement to the next level by agreeing to
literally open the church doors for one week as part
of the annual Hypothermia Prevention and Response
program coordinated by local non-profit FACETS. The
response by FUMC leadership and worshipers alike
was overwhelmingly positive.

“The group brought a well-thought out five-page
proposal — almost like a business plan — to the
church leadership,” said Director of Serve Ministries
Jake McGlothin. “Even though this was a pretty big
commitment, really something beyond what we have
done in the past, everyone got right on board. And
once we announced the plan to the entire FUMC
community, volunteers were immediately stepping
up. I’ve had a pretty easy time of it,” McGlothin
laughed.

More than 250 volunteers, aged 14 and older, are
handling the many tasks associated with housing and
hosting up to 40 clients each night.

Planning committees began meeting as long ago
as March of last year, first just once a month, until
they began meeting weekly in December in prepara-
tion for their turn as hosts during the week of Jan.
12–19. “We are just one of many area faith commu-
nities that take part in the FACETS program and
house our needful neighbors,” said McGlothin, “but
we wanted to put an even more welcoming face on
our efforts, so we’ve billed this as our ‘Guest House’

for these clients. We want them to really feel at
home.”

From 5:30 p.m. until 7 a.m., the fellowship hall is
transformed into the sleeping quarters for the guests.
Dinner, breakfast and snacks are served in the large
main lobby of the church complex, and bagged
lunches are offered as the guests depart for the day.
Guests are also offered shower facilities, and there
are numerous activities available for anyone so in-
clined to join in.

“Some folks just want to enjoy the peace of a quiet
and safe place to rest out of the cold and pretty much
keep to themselves,” said Vicki Monroe, the food
coordinator for the event and a long-time volunteer
for homeless causes. “Others are very social and tell
us how happy they are to have someone to just sit
and talk with. There’s been some lively conversation
around here. I am really enjoying the personal in-
teraction.”

So does volunteer Jay Hilbert. In charge of gen-
eral logistics and transportation, Hilbert said when
he’s not running from here to there it’s been a great
experience to serve the community face-to-face. “I’m
also enjoying getting to know other church mem-
bers that I might never have really met or had much
interaction with.”

Working with more than 30 area churches and faith
communities, FACETS offers the Hypothermia Pre-
vention Program each year starting in late Novem-
ber to give the homeless warm and safe accommo-
dation and several nutritious meals during the cold
winter months. Last year the organization served
almost 250 clients through the program, one of five
such programs operated in partnership with Fairfax
County government. “We really wish there wasn’t a
need for these services,” said McGlothin, “but I am
so proud that the FUMC community was ready and
willing to say ‘Be Our Guest’ and then really make it
happen.”

It takes a small army to prepare dinner, snacks, breakfast and a carry-out lunch for
up to 40 people.

Floris United Methodist
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731-A Walker Road • Great Falls • Virginia • 22066

Terrilynn Kelley
tkelley@weichertrealtors.net

703-759-6300

E-mail or call:

Interested in a Career in Real Estate?

GET ENROLLED FOR REAL ESTATE CLASSES STARTING
JANUARY 27, 2014 IN THE WEICHERT, GREAT FALLS OFFICE.

GET YOUR LICENSE FOR ONLY $99

  Also looking for two highly motivated real estate
   professionals in our market and surrounding

  areas. Training and assistance in obtaining
   your real estate license will be

provided for the right candidate.

Now Enrolling for Fall & Spring 2014-2015
(Ages 6 weeks – 12 years)

• Daily Computer Classes • Spanish Lessons • Reading
• Arts & Crafts • Music • Nutritional Meals • Exercise

◆ All Lead Teachers are CPR & First-Aid Certified ◆
We Offer Before & After Care
for Floris Elementary Students

Happy Hearts is accessible by the school’s bus route
We Provide: • Homework Help • Activities & Games

• Nutritional Snacks • Exercise

703-793-3880
2730 Centreville Rd.
Herndon, VA 20171

www.happyheartschildrencenter.com

Schools

By Ryan Dunn

The Connection

W
hen you guys land, land on the balls of
your feet, don’t land with your feet flat.
Then pivot on right foot, but sing the

melody,” Dana Van Slyke said. Herndon High School’s
Choral Director Van Slyke was speaking to students
in the school auditorium practicing choreography for
a song from the musical “South Pacific.” The cast
and crew conducted a weekend recital to prepare
for the annual cabaret show. “The cabaret show is
about an hour and a half production of songs from
classical musicals all the way to contemporary
shows,” Van Slyke said.

The title for this year’s cabaret production is
“Broadway Magic,” and will feature numbers from
“A Chorus Line,” “Pippin,” “West Side Story,” and oth-
ers. “This is the first show in which all the sound
and music mixing will be done upstairs at the
Herndon sound and lighting booth,” said Adrian
Morgan, who has been volunteering with Herndon
High School for about 14 years. Dana Van Slyke’s
husband, Jim Van Slyke, played the keyboard as stu-
dents rehearsed the song “Saturday Night in City.”

Dana Van Slyke reviewed the dance routine. “Lets
exaggerate the shoulder rolls, please,” she said.

“The kids are so motivated to get the musical to-
gether they put in 150 percent effort,” said Dana Van
Slyke. Outside the auditorium, members of the
Herndon Choral Boosters group were putting to-
gether posters for the show. “It is amazing how Dana
and Jim work together to create this music opportu-
nity for the kids,” said Boosters president Julie
Frederickson, whose son Michael is a senior at
Herndon High and member of the school choir.

“We have a great group of people that we can count
on,” said Andie Lytle, vice president with the Choral
Boosters group. Jerry Vandenberg, a resident of
Herndon, was at the weekend rehearsal. “I bring in
some of the technical lighting and I do some of the
design ideas,” said Vandenberg. Vandenberg has as-
sisted with the lighting as a volunteer for 15 years,
and described this year’s cabaret production light-
ing design as subtle. “You never want to take the
attention away from your performers,” said
Vandenberg.

“We enjoy putting this production together because
we are able to feature so many different kids … We
have been doing this production for about 17 years,
and this is my 19th year at Herndon. It is something
we look forwards to,” said Dana Van Slyke. “I really
enjoy the numbers that employ the entire cast, I en-
joy those because everybody is on stage and there is
a lot of energy on stage, that is inspiring.”

The cast is made up of Herndon High students from
the 9th through 12th grade. “It is a mixture of differ-
ent Broadway show tunes and some ensemble num-
bers, it is a high energy show that I think people will
really enjoy,” said student Drew Lytle, a junior.

“The show is going to be absolutely amazing, it is
going to be crazy colorful, an explosion of fun,” said
Robin McGrath, a Herndon High sophomore partici-
pating in the production.

The production will be Thursday, Jan. 23 (weather
depending) and Saturday, Jan. 25 at 7:30 p.m. Tick-
ets will be sold at the door with $10 all admission,
$5 for senior citizens and students. The cabaret show
is an opportunity for any school student to audition
for without any prerequisites.

To learn more about Herndon High Choir, visit
www.herndonchoir.com.

Choreography
will be incor-
porated in the
January
cabaret per-
formance at
Herndon High
school. In
several scenes
the entire
cast comes on
stage.

‘Broadway Magic’ A “crazy colorful, an
explosion of fun” show.

“

Photo by

Ryan Dunn

The Connection

Send Your Photos & Stories Now to
herndon@connectionnewspapers.com

or complete our online form at herndonconnection.com
Be sure to include your name, address and phone number, and identify

all people and pets in photos. Submission deadline is February 20.

Be Part of The
Pet Connection in February
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Opinion

S
tanding on what is essentially scorched
earth, Republicans in the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly have condemned hun-
dreds of thousands of poor Virginians

to living without health coverage even
though it would be fully funded by Fed-
eral money for the next three years, and
with Virginia paying 10 percent after
five years.

Gov. Terry McAuliffe has pledged to do ev-
erything he can to expand Medicaid under the
Affordable Care Act, and we encourage him to
use every creative option available to make that
happen. In Ohio, the governor found a legal way
to accept the Medicaid funds despite objections
from the General Assembly, for example.

Earlier this week, McAuliffe included an
amendment to the FY2014 caboose budget bill
authorizing the Governor to act in the event
that the Medicaid Reform Innovation and Re-
form Commission (MIRC) fails to decide

whether or not to accept federal funding to
cover up to 400,000 uninsured Virginians
through Medicaid by the end of the current
legislative session.

Business groups and chambers of
commerce around Virginia, including
the Fairfax County Chamber of Com-
merce, support accepting the expansion

of Medicaid in Virginia under the Affordable
Care Act. One persuasive factor for the busi-
ness community: The expansion would create
an estimated 30,000 jobs. Hospitals support ex-
panding Medicaid which would offset many of
the costs of caring for uninsured populations.

It isn’t as if there is no health care cost for
the uninsured now. Right now, they access
health care when they are very sick by going
to an emergency room or other clinics, where
providers spread the cost of care around. This
is inefficient, expensive and unhealthy, includ-
ing for those of us who do have health insur-

ance. It means unvaccinated and/or sick people
are going to work and going about their daily
lives putting themselves and others at risk.

As of January 2014, in Virginia, Medicaid
eligibility for adults without disability is lim-
ited to parents with incomes below 51 percent
of poverty, or about $11,900 a year for a fam-
ily of four, according to the Kaiser Family Foun-
dation. Adults without dependent children re-
main ineligible regardless of their income.

The General Assembly should not be able to
block coverage for as many as 400,000 Virgin-
ians basically out of spite. The established ex-
cuse, that the Feds can’t afford it and can’t be
counted on to pay the money, doesn’t hold
water in Virginia, which receives more Federal
dollars per capita than any other state but
Alaska. If legislators are so concerned about
Federal ability to pay, you might expect to see
them refusing transportation money, for ex-
ample, or to turn the possible FBI headquar-
ters away, or thousands of other ways that Fed-
eral dollars make their way into Virginia.

— Mary Kimm,

 mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

General Assembly should not block coverage for
as many as 400,000 uninsured.

Extend Health Coverage in Virginia

Editorial
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Oak Hill & Herndon

Herndon High’s NJROTC cadets celebrate earning fourth place at the Area Five Orienteering Championship.

Schools

H
erndon High’s Navy Jun-
ior Reserve Officers
Training Corps

(NJROTC) cadets did not let a cold
and dreary day stand in the way
of their pursuit of the February
2014 Orienteering National Cham-
pionship. As one of only two corps
with five teams to have completed
their courses successfully, the
Herndon NJROTC secured an
overall 4th place finish in the highly
competitive Area Five
Orienteering Championship.

There, they ran against 21 other
schools from Virginia, Maryland,
and the District of Columbia.

The overall 4th place finish re-
sulted from a determined effort by
all Herndon teams and their mem-
bers.

The varsity team placed 4th out
of 19 teams; the junior varsity
teams placed 6th and 8th out of 30;
and the intermediate teams placed
11th and 12th out of 30.  Cadet
Wilfredo Bautista earned the indi-
vidual gold medal at the junior

Herndon High Cadets Head to National Championship
varsity level, where he outmaneu-
vered more than 100 competitors.
Also, Cadets Zack Tershak,
Marshall Wilkins, and Travis
Langtry finished 11th, 12th, and
20th, respectively, against a field of
85 varsity team members. “With
these finishes, we are very excited
about our prospects for Nationals
in February,” said Coach Clay
Wilkins.

Preparation for the National
Championship will include run-
ning several more orienteering

courses of graded levels of chal-
lenge.

As courses increase in difficulty,
they require more advanced skills
in locating hidden checkpoints,
using only a map and compass, as
well as more physical strength and
endurance. Cadets often find
themselves crossing rivers, scaling
steep hills, and running as quickly
as they can — in the right direc-
tion — for miles over rough ter-
rain.

Visit www.herndonnjrotc.com.
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www.RobertsCarpets.com
Installation by Certified

Installers/Employees

703-471-7120

681 Spring St., Herndon
Mon., Tues., Thurs.

& Fri. 9-6
Wed. 9-5, Sat. 9-3

Owned & Operated by the
same family for 50 years!

Authorized agent of
Karastan

JANUARY

Wall-to-Wall Carpet

Hardwood Flooring

Town Creek
$3.59 Sq. Ft.

Installed w/Pad

Shaw
21⁄4” X 3/4” Solid
$4.59 Sq. Ft.

(Material Only)

Shaw
31⁄4” X 3/4” Solid
$4.99 Sq. Ft.

(Material Only)

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIPCOMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

b7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school: preschool - grade 2
Music: grades 3 - 7

10:25 a.m. Sunday School Grades 3 to 12
Music 4 years to 2nd grade

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Laura Cochran

703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org

1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive

To Highlight
your Faith

Community,
Call Karen at
703-917-6468

Send announcements to herndon@
connectionnewspapers.com. The deadline
is the Friday prior to the following week’s
paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.

TUESDAY /JAN. 21-SUNDAY/MARCH 2
Something Blue. ArtSpace Herndon,

750 Center Street, Herndon. Fine
textile art is showcased in Something
Blue by the Northern Virginia
Quilters. 703-956-6590 or
www.artspaceherndon.org.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 22- WEDNESDAY/FEB. 19
Art Explorers. 10:30-11:30 a.m.,

ArtSpace Herndon, 750 Center
Street, Herndon.

Three sessions allow for a more in-depth
introduction to the key concepts and
will provide some good homework
suggestions to help start and develop
a habit of sketching. $200. 703-956-
6590 or www.artspaceherndon.org.

FRIDAY/JAN. 24- SATURDAY/JAN. 25
Les Miserables. 8 p.m. Reston

Community Center, 2310 Colts Neck
Road, Reston. Set against the
backdrop of 19th century France, this
revolutionary musical is a timeless
testament to the survival of the
human spirit.

SATURDAY/JAN. 25
“Sing a New Song” Concert. 4 p.m.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,
1133 Reston Ave., Herndon. The
concert explores the high church
music of the Catholic, Anglican, and
Lutheran traditions. Concert is free,
but a freewill donation will be
collected (suggested: $20/adult). A
reception follows the concert. http://
gslcva.org/ministries/worship/
concert-series/

SUNDAY/JAN. 26
Something Blue Opening

Reception. 4-6 p.m., ArtSpace
Herndon, 750 Center Street,
Herndon. This exhibit showcases fine
textile art and is a sampling of blue
varietals as used by Northern Virginia
Quilters. 703-956-6590 or
www.artspaceherndon.org.

SUNDAY/MARCH 9
Rennie Harris’ RHAW 8 p.m., at The

Centerstage, Reston Community
Center Hunters Woods. RHAW will
showcase Dr. Rennie Harris’ newest
and brightest street dancers as they
bring hip hop back to basics. $15
Reston/$30 Non-Reston.
www.restoncommunitycenter.com or
703-476-4500.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 12
Lúnasa. 8 p.m., at The Centerstage,

Reston Community Center Hunters
Woods. This group of Irishmen
continues its 20-year tradition of
famed Celtic music. $20 Reston/$40
Non-Reston.
www.restoncommunitycenter.com or
703-476-4500.

SUNDAY/APRIL 6
Mr. Vaudeville and Friends with

Mark Brutsché. 3 p.m., at The
Centerstage, Reston Community
Center Hunters Woods. Buddy Silver,
and alter-ego Mark Brutsché, returns
to to prove, once again, that nothing
can take the place of live
entertainment. $5 Reston/$10 Non-
Reston.
www.restoncommunitycenter.com or
703-476-4500.

SUNDAY/APRIL 27
Trout Fishing in America. 3 p.m., at

The Centerstage, Reston Community
Center Hunters Woods. This Grammy
Award nominated duo’s infectious
mix of folk/pop and family music is
enriched by the diverse influences of
reggae, Latin, blues, jazz and
classical music. $15 Reston/$30 Non-
Reston. www.restoncommunity
center.com or 703-476-4500.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 28
Modern Moves, in partnership

with Dance Place. 8 p.m., at The
Centerstage, Reston Community
Center Hunters Woods. Three of
D.C.’s most prominent
choreographers – Daniel Burkholder,
Daniel Phoenix Singh and Erica
Rebollar – come together to create an
eclectic evening of thrilling modern
dance. $15 Reston/$30 Non-Reston.
www.restoncommunitycenter.com or
703-476-4500.

SATURDAY/MAY 31
Raul Midòn. 8 p.m., at The

Centerstage, Reston Community
Center Hunters Woods. Blind since
infancy, Midón uses his songwriting
and musical talents to shatter
stereotypes while establishing himself
as one of music’s most distinctive and
searching voices. $20 Reston/$40
Non-Reston.
www.restoncommunitycenter.com or
703-476-4500.

SUNDAY/JUNE 8
SpeakeasyDC’s Born This Way:

Stories About Queer Culture in
America. 3 p.m., at The
Centerstage, Reston Community
Center Hunters Woods. One of the
region’s premiere storytelling
theatres presents an adults only
afternoon of entertaining and
thought-provoking true stories that
showcase a range of perspectives

from the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgendered (LGBT) community.
$15 Reston/$30 Non-Reston.
www.restoncommunitycenter.com or
703-476-4500.

ONGOING
Free Comedy Showcase. Thursdays

8:30 p.m., at Kalypso’s Sports
Tavern, 1617 Washington Plaza N.,
Lake Anne Village Center, Reston.
Kalypso’s hosts weekly comedy shows
that feature some of the best national
touring and local comedians in the
area. Free of charge.

“Pinnochio.” March 8-30, 2014,
Industrial Strength Theatre, 269
Sunset Park Drive, Herndon.
NextStop Family Theatre presents a
new adaptation of Carlo Collodi’s
classic story. It is adapted and
directed by Paul Reisman and co-
produced by Faction of Fools.
www.eldenstreetplayers.org.

League of Reston Artists Paints
the Town. 9 a.m.-5 p.m., at 1763
Fountain Drive, Reston.
Approximately 30 works, in a variety
of styles, from League of Reston
Artists painters are currently being
exhibited at the Greater Reston
Chamber of Commerce.
www.leagueofrestonartists.org.

Family Fun Entertainment Series.
10-10:45 a.m., at Reston Town
Square Park, 11990 Market St.,
Reston. Every Saturday enjoy live
shows, children’s music and other
child-friendly entertainment. 703-
476-4500.

Movies and Mimosas. 11 a.m., at
Reston Town Center, 11940 Market
St., Reston. Saturday and Sunday

showings in the morning; look up
showings online.
www.bowtiecinemas.com.

Smart Markets. Wednesdays 3-7 p.m.,
Smart Markets at 12001 Sunrise
Valley Drive, Reston. Smart Markets
is a producer-only farmers’ market
that offers food and live music from
local jazz group, devoted to
supporing local economy and a
healthier environment. For more
information visit, facebook.com/
smartmarketsreston, twitter.com/
smartmarkets and
www.smartmarkets.org.

Open Mic Night. 9:30 p.m-1:30 a.m.
Jimmy’s Old Town Tavern, 697
Spring St., Herndon. Every
Wednesday. Register your band at
BluesSlide@aol.com or 703-593-
5206. www.jimmystavern.com.

TGIF Free Fridays. 5-7 p.m., at
Greater Reston Arts Center, 12001
Market St., Suite 103, Reston. An
evening of family art making and
storytelling. 703-471-9242 or
www.restonarts.com.

Insomnia Theater. 11:30 p.m., at
Reston Town Center, 11940 Market
St., Reston. Friday and Saturday
showings; look up showings online.
www.bowtiecinemas.com.

Get Active with Athleta. Yoga,
Pilates, dance, cardio, and core
strength, 7:30-8:30 a.m., Saturdays;
Cycle Club meet-up at the Bike Lane
for 20 miles at a mild pace, 9-11
a.m., Saturdays; Brisk power walking
with the Walk-about Club at Athleta,
9:30-10:30 a.m., Sundays. Reston
Town Center Pavilion, 1818
Discovery Street, Reston. Free
admission. 703-668-0256 or
athleta.com.

Entertainment

Join Reston Community Center for a revolutionary musi-
cal performance of Les Miserables starting on Jan. 24.

P
h
o

t
o

 
c
o

n
t
r
i
b
u
t
e
d



8  ❖  Oak Hill/Herndon Connection  ❖  January 22-28, 2014 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Herndon senior
Deandre Thomas
drives to the
basket against
Lake Braddock
on Jan. 18. The
Hornets defeated
the Bruins 99-86,
improving their
record to 11-2.

Photo by

Craig Sterbutzel/

The Connection

TJ Swim and
Dive Beats
South Lakes

The TJ boys continued their win-
ning ways (211-94) at the first
meet of the new year against
South Lakes.

The boys’ 200 medley relay —
Luke Thorsell (Oak Hill), Joseph
Doran (Springfield), Lucas Lin
(Fairfax), Miles Oakley (Fairfax)
— placed first, and TJ boys’ 400
free relay teams took both first —
Michael You (Alexandria), Emilio
Sison (Annandale), Thorsell, Kyle
Alexander (McLean)— and second
place —Matthew Szilagyi

(Lansdowne), Jared Nirenberg
(Springfield), Andrew Seliskar
(McLean), Nathan Ouyang (Oak
Hill). Seliskar (200 free, 100 fly),
Thorsell (200 IM, 100 back),
Oakley (50 free, 100 free), and
Sison (500 free, 100 breast) were
individual double winners as
well.

The girls lost (171-144), but
Carrie Heilbrun (Fairfax Station)
(100 fly) and Sophie Bennett
(Arlington) (500 free) finished
first, continuing a strong season.
Heilbrun and Bennett were also
part of the winning girls 200 free
relay with Charlie Lertlumprasert,
Sophia Moses (Arlington).

In boys’ diving, CJ Wilson (Al-
exandria) finished first, while

Callan Monette (Fairfax) took first
and Gloria Chen second place for
the girls.

TJ Swim and
Dive Competes
in 5A Invitational

TJ swim and dive team members
took part in the 5A Invitational in
Richmond over the holidays. Car-
rie Heilbrun (Fairfax Station) fin-
ished first (200 IM, 100 back), and
was part of the winning girls 400
free relay with Cynthia Zhuang,
Sophia Moses (Arlington), and
Sophie Bennett (Arlington). Miles
Oakley (Fairfax) won 50 free.

Sports Briefs

Sports

Herndon Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

A
lexa Bradley isn’t as good as she
used to be and admits she prob-
ably never will be. But these
days, the Herndon freshman is

having fun with gymnastics and recently
showed she still has plenty of ability.

Bradley, 14, won the all-around competi-
tion at a home meet on Jan. 16. The Hor-
nets placed second as a team, finishing be-
hind first-place Stone Bridge.

Bradley compiled a score of 34.9. She fin-
ished first on floor (9.2) and vault (9.1),
and placed second on bars (8.4) and beam
(8.2).

Bradley started competing at the club
level when she was 3 years old and pro-
gressed to a level 8 gymnast at Dulles Gym-
nastics Academy in Sterling before stopping
at age 13. Now a freshman, Bradley got back
into gymnastics at the high school level and
also competes for the Herndon cheerleading
team.

“I did it for my mom,” Bradley said about
returning to gymnastics. “She really loves
gymnastics and high school is not that big
of a commitment. I wanted to make her
happy.”

Bradley said she used to train four hours
a day, five times a week while competing at
the club level. At the high school level, she
trains for 90 minutes four times a week.
While her skills aren’t where they used to
be, Bradley said being part of the Herndon
gymnastics team brings more fun and less
pressure.

“I was so rusty,” Bradley said about her
return to gymnastics. “It took me awhile to
get back into it — I’m still getting back into
it. I still haven’t fully peaked. I never will

be as good as I used to be because I was
training so much. … It was really frustrat-
ing when I couldn’t complete my routines.
I would be like, why? I’ve done this so many
times before. I can do it again. You’ve just
got to stay confident. You’ve got to keep

pushing and trying again.”
Herndon head coach Keith Naquin said

Bradley has performed well in her return
to gymnastics. “Part of it is mental in the
sense that the club scene is extremely de-
manding and it’s rigorous, and the high

school venue is more fun,” Naquin
said. “It’s lighter and I think that’s
helped her transition easily back into
it, where there’s not as much stress.
She’s picked up the skills very easily.
She’s very
coachable.”

H e r n d o n
sophomore Sh-
annon Kelly
placed third in
the all-around
with a score of
34.05. She fin-
ished first on
bars (8.7) and
placed fourth
on beam
(8.15), fifth on
vault (8.7) and
fifth on floor
(8.5).

“She’s had
hip surgery,”
Naquin said.
“For her just to
actually be
here and com-
pete at this
level is respect-
able.”

Stone Bridge
won the team
compet i t ion
with a score of
1 3 3 . 2 .
Herndon fin-
ished second
with a score of
122.55, fol-
lowed by
South County,
Lake Braddock and Hayfield.

Herndon will compete in an meet
at Marshall High School on Jan. 22,
starting at 6:30 p.m. The Conference
5 meet will be held on Feb. 6 at
Centreville High School.

Herndon Gymnast Bradley Knocks Off Rust
Freshman wins
all-around at Jan. 16
home meet.

“It was really
frustrating
when I
couldn’t
complete my
routines. I
would be like,
why? I’ve done
this so many
times before. I
can do it
again. You’ve
just got to stay
confident.
You’ve got to
keep pushing
and trying
again.”
— Herndon freshman

Alexa Bradley

Herndon freshman Alexa Bradley started competing in club gymnastics
when she was 3 and stopped at 13. She now competes at the high school
level.
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The Newton School
serves students in

grades K-8th grade
who benefit from:

Please call
703.772.0480

or email
aabraham@thenewtonschool.org

to arrange a
personal tour today.

• Small classes (4-8 students) with
   a 4:1 student to teacher ratio

• Strong academics, customized
   to meet student’s needs

• Lots of physical activity
   integrated into the day, in a
   beautiful 24,000 sq. ft. facility

• Nurturing social environment

• Weekly field trips to enhance
   hands-on-learning

• Daily communication with parents

To have community events listed in the
Connection, send to herndon@
connectionnewspapers.com by the Friday
prior to the following week’s paper.

SATURDAY/JAN. 25
Furry Foxes. 11 a.m.-Noon. Walker

Nature Center, 11450 Glade Drive,
Reston. Find out what foxes eat,
which of their wild cousins also live
in Reston, and feel the furs of all
these animals as well as go on a short
hike. Reston Association members:
$7; Non-members: $9. 703-476-9689
or naturecenter@reston.org.

Useful Services Exchange Annual
Potluck Dinner and Meeting.
4:30-8 p.m. Unitarian-Universalist
Church of Reston, 1625 Wiehle Ave.,
Reston. A time-trading barter system
to exchange services among Reston/
Herndon residents. All current and
prospective members are invited. No
charge, beverages will be provided.
To RSVP call 703-435-6283.

SUNDAY/ JAN. 26
Creatures of the Chesapeake Bay.

1:30-2:30 p.m. or 3-4 p.m., Walker
Nature Center, 11450 Glade Drive,
Reston. Learn about bay ecology and
how the way we treat water at home
affects the water quality and wildlife
found in the bay with a marine
biologist. Reston Association
members: $8; Non-members: $12.
naturecenter@reston.org or 703-476-
9689.

MONDAY/ JAN. 27
Choices for Sustainable Living. 7-9

p.m., Walker Nature Center, 11450
Glade Drive, Reston. Join this seven
session, facilitated discussion course
to explore the meaning of sustainable
living and the ties between lifestyle
choices and their impact on the
earth. Reston Association Members:
$30; Non-members: $40. 703-476-
9689 or  naturecenter@reston.org.

THURSDAY/ JAN. 30
Paper Making. 10:30-11:30 a.m.,

Walker Nature Center, 11450 Glade
Drive, Reston. Discover how to make
your own paper using a variety of
materials and learn how to use it in
future craft projects. Child Reston
Association member: $7; Non-
members: $9. naturecenter@
reston.org or 703-476-9689.

ONGOING
Fairfax County’s Meals on Wheels

urgently needs drivers in the
Annandale, Franconia/Kingstowne,
Reston, Mount Vernon and McLean
areas. 703-324-5406, TTY 711 or
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadults.

Herndon Senior Center seeks a
knitting enthusiast to teach basic
procedures. Class meets Thursdays,
10:30 a.m. to noon and musicians to
play soothing music on weekend
mornings. 703-324-5406, TTY 711 or
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadults.

AWANA Club for Christian
Children. 7-8:30 p.m., at MLK
Christian Church, 11400 North Shore
Drive, Reston. Awana helps churches
and parents work together to develop
spiritually strong youth who
faithfully follow Jesus Christ. 703-
709-3641.

Knitting Enthusiasts, Musicians
Needed. 10:30 a.m.-noon, at
Herndon Senior Center. Herndon
Senior Center seeks a knitting
enthusiast to teach basic procedures.
703-324-5406, TTY 711,
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadult or
VolunteerSolutions@fairfaxcounty.gov.

The Herndon Senior Center at 873
Grace St., Herndon, needs a
volunteer musician to play soothing
music for participants; piano
available. 703-324-5406, TTY 703-
449-1186, VolunteerSolutions@
fairfaxcounty.gov.

Bulletin Board
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

Remodeling Interior, 
Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Floors, Ceramic Tile, 

Painting, Decks, 
Fences, Additions.
703-863-1086

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Winter Savings...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

Since it had been more than a few
months, today I summoned up the courage
to Google my long-time friend and fellow
stage IV lung cancer survivor, Suzanne.
Suzanne and I had been years out of touch
(for no real reason other than initiative and
the geographic consideration that she lived
in Barnstable, Ma. and I live in Burtons-
ville, Md.) and recently back in touch –
due to our identical cancer diagnoses. I
learned that she had succumbed to her
disease back in October, 2013. We last
had contact electronically back in the sum-
mer. She was extremely weak then, she
said, too weak to talk, so e-mailing was
best. In that e-mail, ultimately her last, she
wrote that the most recent chemotherapy
drug with which she was infused was no
longer effective and that her oncologist
had no other drugs left to recommend.
Not that she said it in so many words, but
at that point her prognosis was grim. She
offered that her two boys were with her
and from them she would gain great com-
fort. The news was very unsettling to me
and I was afraid that this e-mail might be
our last – and so it was.

Suzanne and I were never boyfriend/
girlfriend, but from Elementary School
through High School we were extremely
close and confidants of the highest order
(“thick as thieves,” to invoke a quote from
the warden in the movie, “Shawshank
Redemption” describing the close relation-
ship between Tim Robbins – “Andy
Dufresne” and “Red,” – Morgan Freeman).
Our friendship was forged during those
formative, pre-adolescent years and main-
tained on – and then off – until back on
again a year or so ago, for nearly 50 years.
The reason I hadn’t inquired sooner than
today was because I was fearful of what I
would find out. Typically her e-mails were
fairly random and on the occasion when I
would e-mail her, she would rarely
respond in a timely manner. I tried not to
worry about this last silent interval. Today
my worst fears were realized.

Just as cancer survivors draw great
strength from those of us still living with
this terrible disease, so too are we weak-
ened when one of us dies. Rather than
feeling fortunate that I am still alive, I feel
sadness that Suzanne is not. When one of
us dies, we all die – a little bit, or at least,
our resolve to persevere dies a little bit.
I’ve always said that there is strength in our
numbers, numbers that we cannot afford
to lose. (Lung Cancer causes approximately
160,000 deaths a year, the leading cause
of cancer deaths in the United States.)

Certainly Suzanne’s death affects her
family way more than it affects me.
However, learning that she has died has
given me pause to consider/reconsider
how serious my health situation is. It’s
ironic that Suzanne and I were friends for
so many years and that ultimately we
should be diagnosed with the same disease
and given a similar prognosis. It seems only
fitting that since we started together, we
should finish together. I imagine I’ll see her
soon enough. For the moment however, I
hope it will be in my dreams – not that
other place.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Friends
Forever EmploymentEmployment

F/T & P/T qualified teachers.
Play & Learn at Dulles Corner in 

Herndon, VA is seeking F/T & P/T 
qualified teachers. Email your resume to 

sangley@va-childcare.com or fax it to 
(703) 713-2298 or call 703-713-3983.

OFFICE CLEANING
P/T help needed, Mon-Fri, eves,

Chantilly/Sterling area, VA. Must be
reliable, experienced have transportation.

Call Larry 703-628-9280 after 6:00pm

Do you Care with a
Commitment to Quality?
Spring Hills Home Care Services Virginia

is NOW HIRING Personal Care Aides.
For Immediate Consideration please
call 703-799-0022 or send an email

to rmajeed@spring-hills.net

Valentine's Day

Floral Drivers Wanted!
Earn up to $250 per day.  February 13 and 
14.  Call (703) 978-3700 for more info.
or stop by at 9579 Braddock Rd., Fairfax, 
VA 22032

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
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From Page 3

News

Sales Tax Error Artificially
Inflates October Revenue

“If revenues continue to decline, it may
be necessary to make up any additional
shortfalls with expenditure reductions,”
wrote Alexandria City Manager Rashad
Young in a memorandum to City Council
members this month.

The concerns are larger than retail sales.
One of the potential problems on the hori-
zon is transient occupancy tax revenues. In
Alexandria, for example, the hotel occu-
pancy rate fell from 76.1 percent in Octo-
ber 2012 to 72.4 percent in October 2013.
In Arlington, hotel occupancy tax revenues
fell 15 percent in November compared to
the previous year and 18 percent in Decem-
ber compared to the previous year.

“Am I worried? Yes,” acknowledged Ar-
lington Budget Director Richard Stevenson.
“But that’s what budget directors do. We
worry.”

EXPERTS WHO FOLLOW local govern-
ment revenues say jurisdictions are worried
for two reasons. The first is the lack of con-
tinuity on the part of the federal govern-
ment. When the shutdown was happening,
nobody knew how long it would last or
when it would end. That led families to cut
back their spending habits and cast a wary
eye toward the future.

“That, obviously, is scary,” said Frank
Shafroth, director of the Center for State
and Local Government at George Mason
University. “It means for a family that you
always have to leave something aside in-
stead of using it at a local restaurant, store
or other facility.”

A second reason for worry is that the un-
certainty is far from over. The budget agree-

ment reached between Congress and the
president is good through September, leav-
ing open the possibility of yet another battle
about bankruptcy and insolvency. That
leaves open a sense of doubt for long-term
contracts involving everything from bridges
and fighter planes to satellite and veterans
hospitals.

“With the Federal Highway Trust Fund
expected to be insolvent by next year,” said
Shafroth, “a key partner in the regional
Washington economy is becoming an un-
certain one.”

THE NEXT FEW months will detail the
extent of the economic damage created by
sequester and shutdown. Will the numbers
track with expectations? Or will they fall
well below the budgets local leaders voted
for last spring? That has local governments
worried and prepared to make reductions
if necessary. Then again, they also don’t
want to make spending reduction that are
unnecessary and potentially damaging.

“What you don’t what to do is make cuts
that if we recover enough we didn’t need
to make,” said Laura Triggs, finance direc-
tor with the city of Alexandria. “But by law,
if it continues to be low then yes I have to
cut back on expenditures.”

Part of the problem is revenue growth not
meeting expectations. Even if local govern-
ments see an increase in revenue from sales
tax revenue, failure to meet expectations
could spell trouble for balancing the books
in the current fiscal year. And that means
even more headaches for trying to predict
the future in fiscal year 2015.

“Normally our sales tax is increasing
at a larger extent than it is right now,”
said Wilds.

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com
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Washington,
D.C.
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Reston

Chantilly

Great
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Oakton

Arlington

McLean
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Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield
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North
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Centreville

Laurel
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Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.



12  ❖  Oak Hill/Herndon Connection  ❖  January 22-28, 2014 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Casino Royale: An Evening Fit for a King!

Honoring Local Educators of the YearHonoring Local Educators of the YearHonoring Local Educators of the YearHonoring Local Educators of the YearHonoring Local Educators of the Year

Funding STEM scholarships for 6 area
high schools…only $85.00 per person pre-registered

At-the-door: $100.00

Register online at www.dullesregionalchamber.org

This Education Fundraiser includes
a stunning buffet, open bar, full casino,

silent auction, D.J. and dancing.

Brought to you by:

Presenting sponsor:

The Great Wall of China
Ming Tombs
Lingering Gardens
Lingyin Temple
West Lake Cruise
Yu Garden
The Bund


