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News

Don’t Take Safe Drinking Water for Granted
In the wake of the
chemical spill in West
Virginia, weighing
the threats to local
drinking water.
By Ken Moore
The Almanac

ost of the 5 million residents
in the Washington D.C. metropolitan area have no idea
that their drinking water
comes from the Potomac River, said Hedrick
Belin, president of the Potomac Conservancy.
“Until last week, the same could have
probably been said for 300,000 residents
in Charleston, W. Va.,” Belin added.
On Jan. 9, West Virginia Gov. Earl Ray
Tomblin informed the residents of nine
counties, an estimated 300,000 people, that
their tap water was contaminated. “West
Virginians in the affected service areas are
urged not to use tap water for drinking,
cooking, washing or bathing,” Tomblin said.
A chemical leak just upriver from the
water intake on the Elk River made the
water suitable only for flushing toilets. For
more than a week, schools and businesses
were closed and residents lined up to buy
bottled water or get water distributed in
tanker trucks by the National Guard. Nearly

M

Could this happen here? West Virginia American Water’s website offers alerts and advice: Do Not Use
Water, after a chemical leaked into the Elk River just above the water intake.
two weeks later, pregnant women were still
warned not to drink the water.
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THE POTOMAC RIVER Water Filtration
Plant on River Road in Potomac, operated
by Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, extracts 100 million gallons of water
a day from the Potomac River and delivers
it to millions of people in the region.
Most of those people take for granted that
when they turn on the tap the
water that comes out is safe and
pure.
“Absolutely. Out of sight, out
of mind. That’s how we describe
it,” said Jim Neustadt, director
of communications and community relations with WSSC.
Could an incident like what
happened in West Virginia jeopardize the water supply for millions of people?
“The answer is anything can
happen anywhere, but we take
many precautions,” said
Neustadt. “You have to understand that this is a regional issue, you have Fairfax Water, you
have Loudoun water, you have
DC water. It is an issue that gets
worked on regionally.”
That regional effort includes
constant monitoring of the river.
“We can reassure the public
that this is not something we
haven’t thought about,”
Neustadt said. “We take this very
seriously.”
People should not take their
drinking water for granted, said
Curtis Dalpra, with the Interstate
Commission on the Potomac
The Potomac River provides water for milRiver Basin.
lions of residents in the Washington D.C.
“Maybe the utilities make it
metropolitan area.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

too easy for us with how they do their work
successfully and quietly,” said Dalpra. Perhaps an incident like this will help in getting people to understand how important
the river is in their daily lives, he said.
“If there’s any silver lining to the incident
in West Virginia, it’s that it keeps people
focused on their drinking water,” Dalpra
said. “People are accustomed to turning on
their tap and expecting a clean safe product coming out, and they don’t think about
it very much.”
THE ELK RIVER in West Virginia flows
through a far more industrial area than the
Potomac River does here.
But chemical spills are far from the only
threat to the region’s drinking water.
“The greatest threat to the region’s water
quality is polluted runoff,” said Belin. “This
growing source of pollution is water that
washes off the land after a rain storm, carrying sediment, excess nutrients and other
toxins and contaminants directly into
streams and rivers.”
Local activists have been pressing for action on water quality for decades, calling
for restoration and preservation of the environment in the stream valleys.
Watts Branch is a stream which flows into
the Potomac River just above the water filtration plant intake, bringing with it sediment and runoff. West Montgomery County
Citizens Association would like to see investment in improving the water quality
upstream in the Watts Branch as a way of
improving water quality at the intake.
Maintaining a buffer of forest along
streams and the river banks provides significant protection and improvement to
water quality.
Belin calls forests and trees “nature’s Brita
filters.”
See Safe Water, Page 11

Get Involved
Potomac Conservancy
www.potomac.org/
“Potomac Conservancy is the region’s leading
clean water advocate, fighting to ensure the
Potomac River boasts clean drinking water,
healthy lands, and connected communities. We
combine the grassroots power of 10,000 members and online activists with local land
conservation and policy initiatives to strengthen
the Voice of the Nation’s River.
“We seek to improve the Potomac River’s water quality by building an impassioned base of
river advocates to impart change at the local
level.
Founded in 1993, we drive the region’s clean
water movement by providing the tools that
empower local landowners, activists, volunteers, partners, donors and all river
champions to lead the charge for clean drinking water, healthy lands and safe access to
the river.”
Washington Suburban Sanitary
Commission
http://www.wsscwater.com
“Established in 1918, today WSSC is among
the largest water and wastewater utilities in the
nation, with a network of nearly 5,600 miles of
fresh water pipeline and more than 5,400 miles
of sewer pipeline.
Our service area spans nearly 1,000 square
miles in Prince George’s and Montgomery counties serving 1.8 million residents through
approximately 460,000 customer accounts.
WSSC drinking water has always met or exceeded federal standards.
“Our Mission: We are entrusted by our community to provide safe and reliable water, life’s
most precious resource, and return clean water
to our environment, all in an ethical, sustainable, and financially responsible manner.”
Interstate Commission on the
Washington River Basin
http://www.potomacriver.org/
The ICPRB’s mission is to enhance, protect
and conserve the water and associated land resources of the Potomac River and its tributaries
through regional and interstate cooperation.
Through regional cooperation and partnerships, ICPRB is protecting the river and
improving the quality of life in the watershed,
as it has since 1940.
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Jill and John Phillips gathered with friends and neighbors to witness the
release of a Great Horned Owl who was rescued on their Potomac property less than a week earlier.

The owl, who was found tangled in netting on Monday, Jan. 13, rescued
and treated by Suzanne Shoemaker of Owl Moon Raptor Center, was
released back in her territory on Saturday, Jan. 18.

Rescued Owl Released
group of curious well-wishers
looked on as a Great Horned Owl
spread her formidable wings and
lifted off from the arms of her rescuer back

A

into the Potomac forest. It was a happy ending to a brief saga that could have ended
much differently.
On Monday, Jan. 13, John Phillips noticed

Great Horned Owl takes flight back
into her territory after rescue.
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Suzanne Shoemaker, of Owl Moon
Raptor Center in Boyds, said this
massive female Great Horned Owl
was the largest owl she had ever
seen.

Photo by Dudley Warner

See Great Horned Owl, Page 5
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two hawks on his Brickyard Road property
looking intently at something on the
ground. When he looked to see what they
were looking at, he discovered a huge Great
Horned Owl with its leg trapped in netting.
His wife Jill Phillips had recently read
about an owl rescue and placed a call to
Suzanne Shoemaker at Owl Moon Raptor
Center in Boyds. Shoemaker made her way
to Potomac to see if the owl could be save.
The Phillips own Squeals on Wheels mobile petting zoo.
“The owl was admitted exhausted and
dehydrated, with a swollen and abraded left
foot, with the [plastic] netting still attached,
and a strained, sore left leg,” Shoemaker
said. “She required fluid therapy, soaking
and wound cleaning and dressing of the left
foot, and ... anti-inflammatory medication.”
Shoemaker bandaged the owl’s foot, but
the owl pulled the bandages off her first
night. Once the owl was re-hydrated, Shoemaker fed her frozen rats and mice, thawing them first.
The female Great Horned Owl was the
biggest owl Shoemaker had ever seen.
By Saturday, the owl was ready to go back
to her own habitat, where she likely has a
nest and a mate waiting. The owl showed
no signs of appreciating how lucky she was
to be rescued as she spread her wings and
took flight as Shoemaker let her go.
“If John and Jill had not found the Great
Horned Owl in time, clearly she would have
suffered a slow death from dehydration and
starvation, or eventually another predator
might have gotten up the nerve to attack
her,” Shoemaker said.
The Great Horned Owl is one of the most
common species of owls and is a year-round
resident of most of the U.S. They are often
more than two feet tall with a wingspan of
up to five feet across. The females are larger
than the males.

The talons of the Great Horned
Owl.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News
POTOMAC
School Notes
Email
announcements
to
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon. Photos are
welcome.
The following students have been
named Intel Science Talent Search semifinalists: Daniel D. Liu and Jessica
G. Yau from Winston Churchill High
School and Lisa Deng from Walt
Whitman High School.
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LET’S TALK
Real Estate

From Page 4
Netting used in landscaping to keep deer out, or
as fencing to keep poultry in, even the netting for
trampolines and soccer, all pose a threat to raptors
(birds of prey like owls and hawks) and other birds,
Shoemaker said. Other potential entanglement hazards include fishing line and hooks, barb-wire and
electric fencing.
Other dangers include second-hand poisoning
when hawks or owls eat dead poisoned rats and mice
and lead from hunters’ ammunition and fishing tackle

poisoning.
“I have seen the effects of all of these things in
Montgomery County birds of prey,” Shoemaker said.
Owl Moon Raptor Center is a licensed wildlife rehabilitation center specializing in birds of prey which
cooperates with the Maryland Department of Natural Resources, Wildlife & Heritage Service, and local
animal control offices and humane societies to answer calls concerning injured, orphaned, or otherwise jeopardized birds of prey.
Visit http://owlmoon.org/

Name Own Adoption Fee This Month
hrough Jan. 31, the Montgomery County Humane Society, located at the Montgomery
County Animal Shelter, 14645 Rothgeb
Drive, is allowing adopters to name their own adoption fee for the shelter’s cats, dogs and other animals.
An additional cost is the county’s pet licensing fee
which is required for all Montgomery County residents’ pets.
Prospective adopters should come prepared. Here’s
what to bring:
❖ Please bring a government-issued ID and proof

T

of address if current address is not on the ID.
❖ If renting a home, bring proof of the landlord’s
approval to have a pet.
❖ Collars, leashes, and cat carriers will be available for purchase, or bring your own.
❖ Adopters may name their own adoption fee
through Jan. 31.
Visit www.mchumane.org to learn more, or call
240-773-5960 and select option 4.
Hours to visit with the animals are weekdays, noon7 p.m., and weekends, noon-5 p.m.; closed Wednesdays.

Libraries Launch New Online Services
ontgomery County Public Libraries
(MCPL) has kicked off the New Year by
launching three new online services —
Zinio for Libraries, 3M Cloud Library e-book lending
system and Learn4Life.
Zinio, a digital newsstand, is designed especially
for public library users. The service digitally recreates, page-by-page, full-color magazines with interactive elements such as audio and video; intuitive
navigation; and keyword article search. Registered
customers may view 100 magazine titles and checkout as many as they want. Customers can keep the
magazines in their personal reading list for as long
as they choose, with no due dates or the need to
wait for a magazine to be returned by another reader.
The 3M Cloud Library e-book lending system cur-

M

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

rently offers titles from all of the “big six” publishers
– Hachette Book Group, Harper Collins, MacMillan,
Penguin Group, Random House and Simon &
Schuster. Customers can check-out and read books
and browse the digital bookshelf from any location.
E-books are compatible with PCs, Macs, iPads, Nooks,
Androids and 3M e-readers.
The Learn4Life program makes it easy to take highquality, free courses and career training programs
entirely over the Internet. Learn4Life offers:
❖ Courses that offer special credits or certificates,
e.g., Healthcare Certificates
❖ Academic courses, such as college readiness
math and science
❖ Career training courses, e.g., business fundamentals.
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The Secret to
Successful
Buying
There’s an old secret to buying a
new home that Realtors® have
known for years. Don’t buy the
most expensive property in the community. This secret is a tactic that’s
been tested and proven over time,
and if you follow it while shopping
for your dream home, you’ll be
investing in both your home and
your future possibilities for its
resale value. While it’s appealing to
buy a home in a well-established
community full of modern homes
and meticulously maintained lawns,
what happens to that neighborhood
in a soft market? What would the
ramifications be for your home, valued highest in the neighborhood, is
suddenly flanked on all sides by a
slew of lesser-valued homes? What
happens is this: your perfectly maintained home will be undermined,
despite its state-of-the-art amenities, its sleek, modern kitchen and
its impressive whirlpool tubs. Your
ability to sell your home will be compromised by its proximity to a number of lesser-priced homes, while
those same homes will benefit from
their proximity to your home. In a
market evaluation, this phenomenon is called the negative effect. As
a home buyer, it’s incredibly important to be informed and educated in
home value trends and the real
estate market, especially in light of
the turbulence of recent years.
Every home is an investment, so
make sure you engage the services
of a professional Realtor® to help
you make an informed, well-planned
decision and don’t forget to keep the
secret of successful buying in mind
as your tour your potential dream
home.

For professional advice on all aspects
of buying and selling real estate, call:
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Entertainment
Email community entertainment events
to almanac@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon. Photos and
artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
Art Exhibition. Classes are taught
year-round for beginner,
intermediate and advanced students.
Fridays 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturdays 10
a.m.-4 p.m., and Sundays noon-4
p.m. At Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd. Call 301-634-2273
or visit www.artglasscenterat
glenecho.org.
Glassworks. Saturdays, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Glassworks is the area’s first glass
school. Classes are taught year-round
for both new and advanced students.
At Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur
Blvd. Call 301-634-2280 or visit
www.innervisionglassworks.com.
Photoworks. A resource for both
student and professional
photographers to develop their
talents through classes, workshops,
and exhibitions. Open Saturdays 1-4
p.m., Sundays 1-8 p.m., and during
all scheduled classes and workshops.
At Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur
Blvd. Call 301-634-2274 or visit
www.glenechophotoworks.org.
Theater Performance. See
“Aquarium” at Imagination Stage,
4908 Auburn Ave., Bethesda.
Through Jan. 26. Performances are
Tuesdays-Fridays at 10:30 a.m. and
11:45 a.m., and Saturdays-Sundays
at 10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Children
can watch the story of Jack and
Calypso unfold through puppets,
music and props. Appropriate for
children ages 1-5. Tickets are $10-12
with a $5 lap seat for children under
12 months. Tickets can be purchased
at www.imaginationstage.org, at the
box offce or 301-280-1660.
Art Exhibit. See “Rabid Habits” by
Lauren Boilini in the Gibbs Street
Gallery at VisArts, 155 Gibbs St.,
through Jan. 12. Free. Visit
www.visartscenter.org or call 301315-8200.
Art Exhibit. See “With These Hands” in
the Kaplan Gallery at VisArts, 155
Gibbs St., through Jan. 18. The
exhibit features pieces from the
Robert and Sharon Buchanan art
collection and includes ceramics,
prints, paintings and more by local
and international artists. Free. Visit
www.visartscenter.org or call 301315-8200.
Art Exhibit. Exhibit9 presents
“Painting-Calligraphy,” a collection of
modern and traditional Persian
calligraphy by Sina Goudarzi,
Nematolah Nouri, Hossein Norouzi,
Nahid Navab and Soraya
Vahabzadeh. Through Jan. 25.
Located at 10116 Lloyd Road. Visit
exhibit9gallery.com for more.
Art Exhibit. See “so much depends”
Jan. 10-Feb. 18 in Photoworks
Gallery at Glen Echo, 7300

MacArthur Blvd. Photography by
Gurujeet Khalsa explores locations
ranging from Belize to the Pacific
Northwest. Hours are 1-4 p.m. on
Saturdays and 1-8 p.m. on Sundays.
Free. Visit www.glenechophoto
works.org or 301-634-2274.
Theater Performance. See “The
Tales of Beatrix Potter” in the Puppet
Co. Playhouse at Glen Echo Park,
7300 MacArthur Blvd. Performances
are Thursdays and Fridays at 10 a.m.
or 11:30 a.m.; Saturdays and
Sundays at 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Runs Jan. 17-Feb. 9. $10. Visit
www.thepuppetco.org or 301-6345380.
Art Exhibit. See Pam Rogers’ work in
“Tokens and Sentiments,” to coincide
with the Valentine’s season. Located
at Capitol Arts Network’s Urban by
Nature Gallery, 12276 Wilkins Ave.,
Rockville. Runs Feb. 7-26. Free. Visit
www.capitolartsnetwork.com or 301661-7590.
Drop in Art Activities. Every
Saturday from 9:30 a.m.-noon in the
Candy Corner Studio at Glen Echo
Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., parents
and children can explore a new art
form or theme. $10/child, parent
combo. Drop-in only. Visit
www.pgip.org for more.

Art Classes. Visit www.visartcenter.org
or 301-315-8200 for a list of the
winter classes, such as the Art of
Watercolor, Advanced Artistic
Anatomical Drawing and Painting
Studio. Located at VisArts, 155 Gibbs
St., Rockville.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 22
Tiny Tots. 10 a.m. in the Puppet Co.
Playhouse at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd. “Old McDonald’s
Farm.” For children up to age 4,
lights stay on, doors stay open and
shows are 30 minutes long. $5/
person. Reservations recommended.
Visit www.thepuppetco.org or 301634-5380.

Evening Grief Support Group. For
anyone grieving the death of a loved
one, a six-week group led by
Montgomery Hospice professional
counselors. 6:30-8 p.m. Thursdays at
Montgomery Hospice, 1355 Piccard
Drive, Rockville. Registration
required: 301-921-4400.

SATURDAY/JAN. 25
Free Workshop. 1:30-3:30 p.m. at St.
Luke’s Episcopal Church, 6030
Grosvenor Lane, Bethesda. Learn
about dogs and what happens when
their comfort zone is affected.
Register at yourdogsfriend.org/
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Tiny Tots. 10 a.m. in the Puppet Co.
Playhouse at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd. “Baby Bear’s
Birthday.” For children up to age 4,
lights stay on, doors stay open and
shows are 30 minutes long. $5/
person. Reservations recommended.
Visit www.thepuppetco.org or 301634-5380.
Performance. 8 p.m. at Congregation
Har Shalom, 11510 Falls Road. See a
production of “The Wizard of Oz.”
$20/adult; $15/child. Visit
www.harshalom.org or 301-2997087 for tickets.
Swing Dance. 8 p.m.-midnight at
Spanish Ballroom at Glen Echo, 7300
MacArthur Blvd. Features music by
Tom Cunningham Orchestra. $18.
Visit www.glenechopark.org.

11825 Seven Locks Road. The books
to be reviewed and discussed are
“The Middlesteins” by Jami Attenberg
and “The Fortune Teller’s Kiss” by
Brenda Serotte. All are welcome.
Email bookclub@bethsholom.org.

THURSDAY/JAN. 30
Contra Techno Dance. 7:30 p.m.
lessons start; 8:30 -11:30 p.m.
dancing at Spanish Ballroom at Glen
Echo, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen
Echo. DJ Brian Hamshar will spin the
music. $8/adult; $6/FSGW member,
youth or student. www.fsgw.org.
Blues Dance. 8:15 p.m. lessons start,
dancing from 9-11:30 p.m. in the
Ballroom Annex, 7300 MacArthur
Blvd., Glen Echo. $8. Capital Blues
presents the dances. Visit
www.capitalblues.org for more.

FRIDAY/JAN. 31
Contra Dance. 7:30 p.m. lessons start;
8:30 -11:30 p.m. dancing at Spanish
Ballroom at Glen Echo, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo.
Sharktones provides music. $10/
adult; $5/17 and under. Visit
www.fridaynightdance.org for more.

SATURDAY/FEB. 1

Tiny Tots. 10 a.m. in the Puppet Co.
Playhouse at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd. “Dragon Feathers.”
For children up to age 4, lights stay
on, doors stay open and shows are 30
minutes. $5/person. Reservations
recommended. www.thepuppetco.org
or 301-634-5380.
Camp Expo. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. at Hilton
Hotel & Meeting Center, 1750
Rockville Pike. Meet with camp
directors and learn about camps to
get a start on planning the summer.

MONDAY/JAN. 27
Submission Deadline. Submit up to
five jpeg images to Photoworks for
possible inclusion in the exhibit “Love
is in the Air” that will run Feb. 21March 31 at Photoworks Gallery at
Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur
Blvd. For full rules, visit
www.glenechophotoworks.org.
Double Book Review Session. The
Beth Sholom book club plans to hold
a double book review session at 8
p.m. at Beth Sholom Congregation,

Music Performance. 8 p.m. at
Westmoreland Congregational UCC
Church, 1 Westmoreland Circle,
Bethesda. Hear music by the Cezanne
Piano Trio. Free. Donations accepted.
Free Guided Tour. Noon-4 p.m. at
Josiah Henson Park, 11420 Old
Georgetown Road, North Bethesda.
Take a free one-hour guided tour of
the park and retrace the footsteps of
Reverend Josiah Henson from his
enslavement to his escape. Visit
www.historyintheparks.org for more.

THURSDAY/JAN. 23
Blues Dance. 8:15 p.m. lessons start,
dancing from 9-11:30 p.m. in the
Back Room Annex, 7300 MacArthur
Blvd., Glen Echo. $8. Capital Blues
presents the dances. Visit
www.capitalblues.org for more.

FRIDAY/JAN. 24
Contra Dance. 7:30 p.m. lessons start;
8:15 -11:30 p.m. dancing in the
Spanish Ballroom at Glen Echo, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. Steam
provides music. $10/adult; $5/age
17 and under. Visit
www.glenechopark.org for more.
Glen Echo Park: Open for
Creativity. 7-9 p.m. at Round

workshop-registration or 3019835913.

SUNDAY/JAN. 26
THURSDAY/JAN. 23

SATURDAY/JAN. 25

Free. There will be prizes,
performances, moonbounces and
more. Visit www.washington
parent.com for more.
Milkshake Concert. 3:30 p.m. at
Congregation B’nai Tzedek, 10621 S.
Glen Road. Children of all ages can
enjoy music and dancing. Free for
children; $5/adult. RSVP for tickets
at rsvp@bnaitzedek or 301-2990225.
Performance. 4:30 p.m. at
Congregation Har Shalom, 11510
Falls Road. See a production of “The
Wizard of Oz.” $20/adult; $15/child.
Visit www.harshalom.org or 301299-7087 for tickets.
Ballroom Dance. 3-6 p.m. at Spanish
Ballroom at Glen Echo, 7300
MacArthur Blvd. Dance to live music
by Hot Society Orchestra of
Washington. All ages. $14. Visit
www.glenechopark.org for more.
Argentine Tango. 6:30-11 p.m. at
Ballroom Annex, 7300 MacArthur
Blvd. DJ Rene Davila will mix the
music. $15/person; $10/dance only.
Visit www.glenechopark.org.
Contra Dance. 7-10:30 p.m. at
Spanish Ballroom, 7300 MacArthur
Blvd. $13/nonmember; $10/
member; $5/17 and under. Visit
www.fsgw.org for more.

SUNDAY/JAN. 26
CLASSES & WORKSHOPS

Bulletin Board
Email announcements to almanac@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon.

House Theatre, 4545 East-West
Highway, Bethesda. Join County
Executive Ike Leggett and County
Councilmember Roger Berliner and
enjoy live music, a glass of sangria,
door prizes and more. $25 suggested
donation. All proceeds benefit Glen
Echo. RSVP at
www.glenechopark.org/.

Camp Expo. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. at Hilton
Hotel & Meeting Center, 1750
Rockville Pike. Meet with camp
directors and learn about camps to
get a start on planning the summer.
Free. There will be prizes,
performances, moonbounces and
more. Visit www.washington
parent.com for more.
Meeting. 10:30 a.m. at Universities at
Shady Grove, 9630 Gudelsky Drive,
Building II, Rockville. The 2014
Women’s Legislative Briefing will
include a networking session,
keynote address, and panel
discussion. Visit www.montgomery
countymd.gov/cfw for information.
$15/online by Jan. 24 or $20/door.

THE POTOMAC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
in partnership with

Normandie Farm Restaurant
invites you to a

NETWORKING EVENT!
Wednesday, February 5, 2014 • 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM
10710 Falls Road • Potomac, MD 20854
Cost: Potomac Chamber Members: $10.00 • Non-Members: $15.00
Cash Bar available
NORMANDIE FARM IS GENEROUSLY PROVIDING
HORS D’OEUVRES FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT!
To reserve your place and/or for additional information,
Call the Potomac Chamber of Commerce:
301-299-2170
Or reserve your spot online at www.potomacchamber.org
R.S.V.P. by January 31, 2014
Bring your business cards and
plenty of conversation!
If you would like to donate a door prize,
please call Jennifer at the Chamber office.
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Potomac REAL ESTATE

Photos by Deb Stevens/The Almanac

In November 2013, 34 Potomac homes
sold between $2,800,000-$490,000.

Sales in
November, 2013,
$700s~$900s
3 8620 Brickyard Road —
$915,000

4

10005 Ormond Road —
$875,000

6 8818
Tuckerman
Lane —
$835,000

12131 Trailridge Drive — $785,000

8

10

904 Twin Oaks Drive — $722,000

7

11013 Old Coach Road — $785,000
10

Address ................................ BR . FB . HB ... Postal City .. Sold Price .... Type ....... Lot AC . PostalCode ..... Subdivision ...... Date Sold

8
9

1 10405 GARY RD ...................... 4 ... 5 ... 1 ....... POTOMAC ...... $975,000 .... Detached ..... 0.71 ........ 20854 ....... POTOMAC HILLS ...... 11/08/13

6

2 9436 TOBIN CIR ...................... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ...... ROCKVILLE ..... $967,400 .... Detached ..... 0.46 ........ 20854 ........ MCAULEY PARK ....... 11/15/13
3 8620 BRICKYARD RD ............... 5 ... 3 ... 1 ....... POTOMAC ...... $915,000 .... Detached ..... 1.22 ........ 20854 ....... FAWCETT FARMS ...... 11/22/13

7

5

4 10005 ORMOND RD ................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 ....... POTOMAC ...... $875,000 .... Detached ..... 0.47 ........ 20854 ..... POTOMAC VILLAGE .... 11/25/13
5 7914 TURNCREST DR .............. 4 ... 3 ... 1 ....... POTOMAC ...... $860,000 .... Townhouse .. 0.10 ........ 20854 ...... POTOMAC CREST ...... 11/22/13

1

6 8818 TUCKERMAN LN ............. 5 ... 2 ... 2 ....... POTOMAC ...... $835,000 .... Detached ..... 0.31 ........ 20854 ............ OLDFIELD ........... 11/15/13

4

7 11013 OLD COACH RD ............. 4 ... 3 ... 0 ....... POTOMAC ...... $785,000 .... Detached ..... 0.25 ........ 20854 ............ FOX HILLS ........... 11/26/13

2

8 12131 TRAILRIDGE DR ............. 5 ... 3 ... 1 ....... POTOMAC ...... $785,000 .... Detached ..... 0.39 ........ 20854 .......... FALLSREACH ......... 11/15/13
9 11909 FALLS RD ...................... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ....... POTOMAC ...... $770,000 .... Detached ..... 0.70 ........ 20854 ....... BEVERLY FARMS ....... 11/27/13

3
10 904 TWIN OAKS DR ................. 4 ... 3 ... 1 ....... POTOMAC ...... $722,000 .... Detached ..... 0.26 ........ 20854 . POTOMAC WOODS EAST 11/22/13

Copyright 2013 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of December 13, 2013.
© Google Map data
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Sports
The Bulldogs will host Damascus at 7 p.m. on Jan.
28.

Whitman Girls’
Basketball Extends
Winning Streak to 10
The Whitman girls’ basketball team edged Paint
Branch 44-43 on Jan. 17, improving the Vikings’
record to 11-2 and extending their winSports ning streak to 10 games.
Whitman’s Jan. 21 contest against
Briefs Quince
Orchard was rescheduled for
Thursday, Jan. 23 due to inclement weather. The
Vikings will host the Cougars at 7 p.m.

Churchill Girls’ Basketball
Extends Winning Streak
To Four
The Churchill girls’ basketball team edged
Magruder 56-55 on Jan. 17, giving the Bulldogs four
consecutive victories.
Churchill will travel to face Damascus at 7 p.m. on
Jan. 28.

sponded with a 59-38 victory over Paint Branch on
Jan. 17. The victory improved the Vikings’ record to
10-3.
Whitman’s Jan. 21 contest against Quince Orchard
was rescheduled for Jan. 23 due to inclement
weather. The Vikings will travel to face the Cougars
at 7 p.m.

The Wootton girls’ basketball team lost to
Gaithersburg 57-52 on Jan. 17, snapping the Patriots’ five-game winning streak.
Wootton (7-5) will travel to face Magruder at 7
p.m. on Friday, Jan. 24.

The Churchill boys’ basketball team defeated threetime defending region champion Magruder 63-52 on
Jan. 17.

to 4-8.
The Patriots will travel to face Magruder at 5:15
p.m. on Friday, Jan. 24.

Photo by Harvey Levine/The Almanac

Whitman Boys’ Basketball Gaithersburg Snaps
Bounces Back
Wootton Girls’
After having its nine-game winning streak snapped
by Blair, the Whitman boys’ basketball team re- Five-Game Win Streak

Wootton Boys’ Basketball
Churchill Boys’ Basketball Drops Sixth Straight
The Wootton boys’ basketball team lost to
Beats Magruder
Gaithersburg 86-76 on Jan. 17, dropping its record
Nicole Fleck, seen against Walter Johnson on Jan. 4, and
the Whitman girls’ basketball team extended their winning streak to 10 games with a victory against Paint
Branch on Jan. 17.

Metro D.C.’s Premier
Weight Loss Coach
• Private Weight Loss Coaching
• Delicious Food • Physician Supervised
Call now to schedule a complimentary
program overview: 301-652-6760.
Join our Facebook Community of 125,000
and growing for recipes, tips,
and motivational ideas:
www.facebook.com/mycoachmindy
www.CoachMindy.com
Mindy.IdealProtein@gmail.com
301-652-6760
www.facebook.com/mycoachmindy

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Office of James H. Brodsky, M.D.
Lifestyle and Wellness Medicine
4701 Willard Ave., Ste. 224, Chevy Chase, MD 20815
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Classified

Home & Garden
potomacalmanac.com
CONTRACTORS.com
Zone 5: Potomac
Ad Deadline: Monday Noon • 301-983-1900

Zone 5: Potomac
Ad Deadline: Monday Noon • 301-983-1900

For a free digital subscription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

The biggest
things are
always the
easiest to do
because there is
no competition.
-William Van Horne

26 Antiques
We pay top $ for antique
furniture and mid-century
Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING,
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry
and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks.
Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.
Email:theschefers@cox.net

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Complete digital replica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.
Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

CLEANING

CLEANING

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction GuaranteedAngies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648
GUTTER

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130 half cord
$220 full cord
Call Joe at

The biggest
things are
always the
easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

301-856-4436
301-602-9528 Cell

-William Van Horne

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

GARDENER

GUTTER

Energetic gardener,
Speaks French & English.
Fall Cleanup, weeding, planting, edging,
mulching, maintenance.
Excellent Potomac references.

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned
Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES

301-980-8258

lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

IMPROVEMENTS

FIREWOOD

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.

IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

LAWN SERVICE
MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?
Try a better
way to fill
your
employment
openings

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

North
Potomac
Rockville

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS

Foreclosure specialist/Power washing
21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches
No jobs too large or small

Free est. 37 yrs exp. Licensed, Insured

5

703-802-0483
MASONRY

MASONRY

Potomac
Herndon

Dulles
Airport

1 Reston

3rd Generation Masonry Company
Family Owned & Operated Since the 1950s

703-987-5096

Oakton
Chantilly

A&S Landscaping
• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
screened) • Erosion &
Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing
21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

MASONRY SPECIALIST, LLC
For All of Your Masonry Needs
Custom Design, Installation, Repairs & Restoration

BRICK - FIELDSTONE
FLAGSTONE - CONCRETE
EP Henry & Belgard Pavers
Patios, Walkways, Driveways, Retaining & Decorative Walls

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

703-443-2308

Go to www.masonryspecialist.com for ideas, pictures & coupons!
All Work Guaranteed - Licensed & Fully Insured
Class A License #VA2705087240A

Employment
Zone 5: Potomac
Ad Deadline: Tuesday 11 a.m. • 301-983-1900
BUSINESS OPP

BUSINESS OPP

Chevy
Bethesda Chase

Great
Falls

Centreville

6

Vienna

McLean
Arlington

4

Washington,
D.C.

Fairfax
North
Clifton

Burke
Historic
Clifton Fairfax Springfield
Station

2

3

Laurel
Hill

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.
• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.
• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

TELEPHONE TELEPHONE
A great opportunity to

A great opportunity to

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements WORK AT HOME!

WORK AT HOME!

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER

No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

301-333-1900

301-333-1900

☎☎

Weekdays 9-4

☎☎ ☎☎

Weekdays 9-4

☎☎

Valentine's Day
Floral Drivers Wanted!
Earn up to $250 per day. February 13 and
14. Call (703) 978-3700 for more info.
or stop by at 9579 Braddock Rd., Fairfax,
VA 22032
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Do you Care with a
Commitment to Quality?
Spring Hills Home Care Services Virginia
is NOW HIRING Personal Care Aides.
For Immediate Consideration please
call 703-799-0022 or send an email
to rmajeed@spring-hills.net

703-917-6464
classified@connection
newspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News
Friends
Forever

Safe Water Requires Constant Vigilance

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

From Page 3

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

MANY OF THE CONTAMINANTS that
make their way into the river cannot be fully
removed through the treatment process,
including some antibiotics, chemicals in
personal care products and many other
drugs that go down the toilet, said Dalpra.
“A lot is not fully removed by waster water treatment, there are trace water elements,” Dalpra said. “These are substances
that are present in parts per million and
parts per billion.”
But it’s not safe to say our water sources
are impervious to harms, he said.
Overall, the public has embraced the need
for conservation, with water consumption
and consequently revenue both declining
for WSSC, said Neustadt.
But a bigger challenge is connecting citizens to the river so that they understand its
importance, and consequently the importance of the environment, trees, forests and
stream valleys.
“Polluted runoff can severely degrade
water quality, wildlife habitat and fish populations in the Potomac’s tributaries and the
main stem,” said Belin. “Too often we think
about protecting the environment as something that only benefits trees, wildlife and
fish. Keeping our lands and waters safe is
most importantly about our right to safe
drinking water, clean air and the legacy that

Photo by Ken Moore/The Almanac

Since it had been more than a few
months, today I summoned up the courage
to Google my long-time friend and fellow
stage IV lung cancer survivor, Suzanne.
Suzanne and I had been years out of touch
(for no real reason other than initiative and
the geographic consideration that she lived
in Barnstable, Ma. and I live in Burtonsville, Md.) and recently back in touch –
due to our identical cancer diagnoses. I
learned that she had succumbed to her
disease back in October, 2013. We last
had contact electronically back in the summer. She was extremely weak then, she
said, too weak to talk, so e-mailing was
best. In that e-mail, ultimately her last, she
wrote that the most recent chemotherapy
drug with which she was infused was no
longer effective and that her oncologist
had no other drugs left to recommend.
Not that she said it in so many words, but
at that point her prognosis was grim. She
offered that her two boys were with her
and from them she would gain great comfort. The news was very unsettling to me
and I was afraid that this e-mail might be
our last – and so it was.
Suzanne and I were never boyfriend/
girlfriend, but from Elementary School
through High School we were extremely
close and confidants of the highest order
(“thick as thieves,” to invoke a quote from
the warden in the movie, “Shawshank
Redemption” describing the close relationship between Tim Robbins – “Andy
Dufresne” and “Red,” – Morgan Freeman).
Our friendship was forged during those
formative, pre-adolescent years and maintained on – and then off – until back on
again a year or so ago, for nearly 50 years.
The reason I hadn’t inquired sooner than
today was because I was fearful of what I
would find out. Typically her e-mails were
fairly random and on the occasion when I
would e-mail her, she would rarely
respond in a timely manner. I tried not to
worry about this last silent interval. Today
my worst fears were realized.
Just as cancer survivors draw great
strength from those of us still living with
this terrible disease, so too are we weakened when one of us dies. Rather than
feeling fortunate that I am still alive, I feel
sadness that Suzanne is not. When one of
us dies, we all die – a little bit, or at least,
our resolve to persevere dies a little bit.
I’ve always said that there is strength in our
numbers, numbers that we cannot afford
to lose. (Lung Cancer causes approximately
160,000 deaths a year, the leading cause
of cancer deaths in the United States.)
Certainly Suzanne’s death affects her
family way more than it affects me.
However, learning that she has died has
given me pause to consider/reconsider
how serious my health situation is. It’s
ironic that Suzanne and I were friends for
so many years and that ultimately we
should be diagnosed with the same disease
and given a similar prognosis. It seems only
fitting that since we started together, we
should finish together. I imagine I’ll see her
soon enough. For the moment however, I
hope it will be in my dreams – not that
other place.

The Potomac River at Blockhouse Point, about three miles upstream
from the Potomac Water Filtration plant on River Road in Potomac
which provides water for millions of residents in the Washington D.C.
metropolitan area.
we leave for our children and grandchildren.”
The future of water is so very important,
agreed Neustadt.

“What do we have to do to keep our waters clean and healthy? There’s only so
much water in this world. This is the same
water the dinosaurs used,” said Neustadt.

Board Seeks Nominees for Service Awards
he Montgomery County Board of
Education is seeking nominations
from the public for its 17th Annual
Awards for Distinguished Service to Public
Education.
The awards are sponsored by the board
to recognize and show appreciation to individuals (including students), groups and
organizations that have made exemplary
contributions to public education in Montgomery County.
Nominations will be accepted in the following categories:
❖ Community individual
❖ Community group
❖ Business
❖ Montgomery County Public Schools
staff

T

❖ School service volunteer
❖ Individual pioneer.
Individual Pioneer award nominees are
individuals who may not be active currently,
but have made extraordinary contributions
in the past. The nominee’s contributions
must have had a profound effect on the
school system over a sustained period of
time.
Nominations in other categories must be
of individuals (including MCPS students),
groups, or organizations that have, within
the past three years, provided service, support, and commitment to public education
as demonstrated by:
❖ An outstanding contribution of time
and expertise to school system programs
❖ Development and/or implementation

of an exemplary program or project, or
❖ A contribution that results in systemwide benefit.
Nomination forms are available in six languages on the Board of Education website
or may be obtained from the board office
at the address below. To receive a nomination form by mail, call 301-279-3617. Completed nomination forms must be received
in the Board of Education office by 5 p.m.
on Feb. 11.
Mail completed forms to:
Montgomery County Board of Education
850 Hungerford Drive, Room 123
Rockville, Maryland 20850
Fax: 301-279-3860
Email: Becky_Gibson@mcpsmd.org

Pets for Adoption
R I N G O
(dog)- M, 1 and
a half years old,
35 lbs., neutered, Lab mixRingo was saved
from a rough
situation where
he was unloved
and uncared for
by a former
owner. PAW has
taken care of his
medical needs
and is working
on this good
boy’s socialization and need for love. Ringo likes children,
other dogs and learns quickly. He will do best with a dogexperienced owner who will help this great boy be all he
can be.

To learn more
about Partnership for
Animal Welfare, the
pets shown, volunteer, or make a
much-needed, taxdeductible donation
contact PAW at
www.paw-rescue.org,
call 301-572-4729,
or write P.A.W., P.O.
Box 1074, Greenbelt,
MD 20768.

GIRL FRIDAY (dog)-F,
6 years old,
50
lbs.,
spayed, Shepherd
mixFriday didn’t
receive the
best care before she was
rescued but is
still a sweet,
affectionate
girl ready to
embrace
people. She
obeys commands quickly, likes play with other dogs and is
a calm, loving girl. Friday would be a great, easy care dog
for an adopter looking for a tranquil companion ready for a
lot of love.
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