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Volunteers unpack and organize one Saturday’s worth
of food donations onto tables. Any items not packed
into individual bags for hungry children are sent to
the Embry Rucker Community Shelter.
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Community

Outstanding Service
At the Reston Lions Club Holiday party held on Dec. 19,
at the Hidden Creek Country Club, five members of the
club were presented Melvin Jones Fellow plaques for
dedicated humanitarian services. The awards were by
the Lions Clubs International Foundation. The recipi-
ents with Club President Don Leas, are, from left, Gerry
Washburn, Bob Meissner, Leas, Jim Ryan, Mike Moseley
and Jack Gazlay. Melvin Jones was one of the founders
in 1917 of Lions Clubs International which now has
1.35 million members in 206 countries. The Reston
Lions Club supports sight and hearing programs and
more in the Reston and Herndon areas.

To have community events listed in the
Connection, send to
reston@connectionnewspapers.com by
the Friday prior to the following week’s
paper.

SATURDAY/JAN. 25
Furry Foxes. 11 a.m.-Noon. Walker

Nature Center, 11450 Glade Drive,
Reston. Find out what foxes eat,
which of their wild cousins also live
in Reston, and feel the furs of all
these animals as well as go on a short
hike. Reston Association members:
$7; Non-members: $9.
naturecenter@reston.org or 703-476-
9689.

Useful Services Exchange Annual
Potluck Dinner and Meeting.
4:30-8 p.m. Unitarian-Universalist
Church of Reston, 1625 Wiehle Ave.,
Reston. A time-trading barter system
to exchange services among Reston/
Herndon residents. All current and
prospective members are invited. No
charge, beverages will be provided.
To RSVP or get more information,
call 703-435-6283.

SUNDAY/ JAN. 26
Creatures of the Chesapeake Bay.

1:30-2:30 p.m. or 3-4 p.m., Walker
Nature Center, 11450 Glade Drive,
Reston. Learn about bay ecology and
how the way we treat water at home
affects the water quality and wildlife
found in the bay with a marine
biologist. Reston Association
members: $8; Non-members: $12.
naturecenter@reston.org or 703-476-
9689.

MONDAY/ JAN. 27
Choices for Sustainable Living. 7-9

p.m., Walker Nature Center, 11450
Glade Drive, Reston. Join this seven
session, facilitated discussion course
to explore the meaning of sustainable
living and the ties between lifestyle
choices and their impact on the
earth. Reston Association Members:
$30; Non-members: $40.
naturecenter@reston.org or 703-476-
9689.

THURSDAY/ JAN. 30
Paper Making. 10:30-11:30 a.m.,

Walker Nature Center, 11450 Glade
Drive, Reston. Discover how to make
your own paper using a variety of
materials and learn how to use it in
future craft projects. Child Reston
Association member: $7; Non-
members: $9.
naturecenter@reston.org or 703-476-
9689.

ONGOING
Fairfax County’s Meals on Wheels

urgently needs drivers in the
Annandale, Franconia/Kingstowne,
Reston, Mount Vernon and McLean
areas. 703-324-5406, TTY 711 or
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadults.

Herndon Senior Center seeks a
knitting enthusiast to teach basic
procedures. Class meets Thursdays,
10:30 a.m. to noon and musicians to
play soothing music on weekend
mornings. 703-324-5406, TTY 711 or
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadults.

AWANA Club for Christian
Children. 7-8:30 p.m., at MLK
Christian Church, 11400 North Shore
Drive, Reston. Awana helps churches
and parents work together to develop
spiritually strong youth who faithfully
follow Jesus Christ. 703-709-3641.

Knitting Enthusiasts, Musicians
Needed. 10:30 a.m.-noon, at
Herndon Senior Center. Herndon
Senior Center seeks a knitting
enthusiast to teach basic procedures.
Musicians to play soothing music on
weekend mornings also needed. 703-
324-5406, TTY 711,
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadult or
VolunteerSolutions@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Habitat Heroes Project. The fourth
Saturday of each month. Join the
Habitat Heroes in protecting Reston’s
forests from aggressive plants and
restoring them to their natural state.
Wear long sleeves, long pants, and if
possible, gardening gloves to protect
from insects and dangerous plants.
R.A. will provide tools, gloves,
snacks, and water. To volunteer and
find more information, contact
habrock@reston.org or 703-435-
7986.
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News
Reston Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or reston@connectionnewspapers.com

By Ethan McLeod

The Connection

E
very Saturday leading up to Feb. 17,
customers walking into the Fox Mill
and North Point shopping center

Giant grocery stores will be able to provide
food for hungry elementary school children
in Herndon and Reston.

The Helping Hungry Kids program kicked
off its Stuff the Bus food collection program
Jan. 18, at area grocery stores, complete
with shopping carts and a stack of food
ready to be purchased for generous custom-
ers. Volunteers at the front of the store
handed out flyers to customers and asked
them to help by purchasing $11 bags filled
with child-sized portions of items like maca-
roni and cheese, granola bars and sugar-
free applesauce.

“A lot of the people who come here just
take the bag and prepare it themselves,”
said Colleen Cavitz, a Chantilly resident
who has been volunteering each month for
three years.

Co-founder Sandy Amato first began col-
lecting monthly food donations in 2009 for
area elementary school students on free and

reduced lunch programs. There is a signifi-
cant gap in food availability for those stu-
dents on the weekends that Amato says the
Helping Hungry Kids program seeks to fill.
Giving Circle of Hope, the nonprofit that
organizes the monthly food drives, distrib-
utes the food at the end of each week for
children on free and reduced lunch pro-
grams.

The majority of the food, about 300 bags,
goes to Dogwood Elementary School stu-
dents, with an additional 25 to 50 going to
students who attend Buzz Aldrin, Terraset,
Clearview, Coates and Belvedere elemen-
tary schools. Larger items and boxes of food
are donated to the Embry Rucker Commu-
nity Shelter. “The community is so gener-
ous,” said Amato. “We get about eight gro-
cery carts full every time we come out here
to Fox Mill.”

The food is then transported to the Al-
tum, Inc. building in Reston, the corporate
business partner for the past five years for
Giving Circle of Hope, where it is sorted into

bags.
From Jan. 18 to Feb. 17, Fairfax County

provides transport for the donations
through its Stuff the Bus program with
Fastran buses in the parking lots of 13 gro-
cery stores that collect each day’s donations.
Helping Hungry Kids is one of the initia-
tives that Fairfax County helps, in addition
to replenishing the supplies at area food
banks.

Dave Dixon, who works for MV Transpor-
tation, has been driving the buses stuffed
full of food donations for four years. “After
Christmas, there’s a real drain on the sup-
plies available for food banks,” said Dixon.

Dixon displayed the estimated figures
collected during the 2012-2013 school year:
8,570 bags, totaled at $51,420 in donations.

Amato noted that the collections have
grown each year, and hopes that that trend
will only continue to provide for the
county’s hungry children: “Nobody thinks
there are hungry kids in Fairfax County, but
there really are.”

Saturday food drives at
Herndon and Reston
grocery stores provide
weekends meals for
area students.

‘Helping
Hungry
Kids’

Photo by Ethan McLeod/The Connection

Volunteers unload food packed into a Fastran bus at the end of the day.

By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

T
he partial government shutdown
was more than an October sur-
prise during the race for gover-
nor. Newly available statistics

from the Virginia Department of Taxation
show the month was also an unexpected
boost to sales tax revenues across the com-
monwealth. Fairfax County, for example, re-
corded a 15.5 percent spike in sales tax rev-
enue in October 2013 compared to Octo-
ber 2012. But state and local officials says
that’s because several major department
stores neglected to increase their sales tax
rate to reflect the new regional tax for trans-
portation when the new fiscal year began
in July. So the October numbers represent
the backlog of uncollected revenues.

Which retailers flubbed their taxes?
“That’s proprietary information, so we

can’t say,” said Marcia Wilds, revenue and
economic analysis coordinator with the
Fairfax County Department of Management
and Budget. “They’re big.”

The revenue corrections came at a key
time for local governments, a month that
many expected to be particularly bleak.
Many government workers and contractors
were out of work in October, when local
governments became concerned that spend-
ing habits might reflect a sense of uncer-
tainty about the future. Now budget offi-
cials across Northern Virginia are worried
about what kind of sales tax revenue they’ll
collect from the holiday season.

“The sales tax will be back with holiday
sales,” said Stephen Fuller, director of the
Center for Regional Analysis at George
Mason University. “Over the year there will
only a minor weakening.”

BUDGET OFFICIALS are not so sure. As
local governments across the region prepare
for the first round of budgeting next month,
a sense of uncertainty looms over the rev-
enue projections and spending priorities.
Part of that is the unemployment rate, which
remains at about 6 percent across Virginia.
That means consumers may hold back on
consumption based spending, which would
mean lower revenues for local governments
on retail sales and restaurant meals.

“If revenues continue to decline, it may
be necessary to make up any additional

October numbers
artificially inflated;
holiday numbers
could spell trouble.

Retail
Worries

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

D
espite the lingering impact of an
anemic economy, and the regional
ripple effects of federal sequestra-

tion, Fairfax County residents will see some
concrete signs of progress this year.

That message was delivered by Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors Chairman
Sharon Bulova, who cast a mostly positive
light on the county’s future during a media
screening of her televised annual State of

the County address on Wednesday, Jan. 15.
In addition to the completion of Phase 1

of the Silver Line in Tysons, motorists can
expect to see congestion eased through a
number of state-funded transportation
projects, including the new I-95 Express
Lanes that will tie into the Beltway Express
lanes at Edsall Road.

Residents can also look forward to the
revitalization and redevelopment of older
commercial and industrial areas through-
out the county, including the $250 million
transformation of Springfield Mall into the

Springfield Town Center in the fall of 2014.
The newly-renovated mall will include the

addition of roughly 700,000 square feet of
retail, restaurants, a food court and a state-
of-the-art movie theater. The 20-foot-tall
brown numbers that indicated the mall’s six
main entrances — a hallmark of the 1970s-
era mall — will be replaced with one cen-
tral grand entranceway.

Bulova also praised the Economic Devel-
opment Authority and Visit Fairfax for
boosting tourism and facilitating the selec-
tion of Fairfax County as the host of the
2015 World Police and Fire Games, the
world’s second largest athletic competition
after the summer Olympics. The event is

Into the Budget Fray
Bulova highlights accomplishments,
challenges in annual address.
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Community

By Ethan McLeod

The Connection

R
eston resident Denver Lovett was part of
the first March on Washington on Aug.
8, 1963, while he was a student at
Howard University. He also attended the

20th, 30th, and 50th anniversaries of the event in Wash-
ington D.C.

But this past Sunday, Jan. 19, Lovett had a chance
to spend the day marching with his Reston neigh-
bors for a half-mile beginning at Lake Anne Village
Center to commemorate the historic day.

“If you get a lot of individuals taking action and
trying to change things rather than sitting around
complaining about how bad things are, it can create
a powerful movement for good,” said Lovett.

Reston community members, led by the Rev. David
North, marched together and sang “We Shall Not Be
Moved” and “We Shall Overcome” as they made their
way to the Northern Virginia Hebrew Congregation
up the road. There the Voices of Inspiration Gospel
Choir, a student gospel group from Southern Meth-
odist University, sang songs of worship in a tribute
to Dr. Martin Luther King’s legacy.

Throughout the weekend, the Reston community
paid service to King through community service,
speaking events and arts performances. The festivi-
ties began Saturday with a community service day
that drew about 100 volunteers at Southgate Com-
munity Center. For four hours, participants collected
toys in partnership with The Closet, hosted an arts
and crafts station for children to create murals com-
memorating King, and cleaned up the community
center’s backyard.

At the Reston Community Center, the Reston Com-
munity Orchestra, led by Maestro Dingwall Fleary,
performed songs both created by African American
composers and dedicated to the civil rights move-
ment.

“The great thing about this celebration over the

years has been how it becomes an event by and for
the community,” said Leila Gordon, executive direc-
tor of the Reston Community Center.

A headliner for the weekend was Grammy award-
winning a capella ensemble Sweet Honey in the Rock.
The group played a sold-out concert at the commu-
nity center at Hunters Woods and, as a collective,
was the chosen speaker for the Monday keynote ad-
dress and community lunch.

Through its weekend packed with programs,
Reston showed its commitment to celebrating King’s
life and legacy by bringing a community of individu-
als together in acts of solidarity.

As North told the Sunday congregation of march-
ers: “One drop is small, but if you put all the drops
together, you can create a mighty ocean.”

Community joins together
in weekend of music, fun,
and community service.

Reston Residents March to
Commemorate King’s Legacy

Reston community members re-enact the
March on Washington by singing songs
and marching from Lake Anne to the
Northern Virginia Hebrew Congregation.

Volunteers sort
donations of
toys at
Southgate
Community
Center on
Saturday.

Photos by

Ethan McLeod/

The Connection

Viewpoints

What is the most important part of
Reston’s commemoration weekend for
Dr. King’s legacy to you?

Colin Mills
President of Reston Citizens

Association
“Reston is a wonderfully diverse

community and I’m really glad that we
have events like this to celebrate the
kind of diversity that we have here.”

Ed Robichaud
Board Member for Reston Historic

Trust
“This three-day event that we do

every year is a great event. It com-
bines music, community service,
singing, and I think Dr. King would be
proud of the whole thing

Joan Whaley
Former Reston resident
“Only Reston would do something

like this, marching half a mile up the
road — we are the parade. I’m so
blessed to be able to share this
opportunity with friends of mine from
Reston associations, and it’s an
opportunity that can’t be missed”

Sabri Hammad
Sales Consultant
“Being a Muslim, I feel his march

was as much for me as it was for the
African-American community, and I
feel it’s applicable in other places.
These same [song] lyrics can been
used in Rwanda, Palestine, and really
anywhere you may go.”

Michelle Moyer
Board Member for Reston Commu-

nity Center
“What this weekend means is that

we cannot forget. Dr. North in his
opening comments, said, ‘Until all are
free, none are free.’ I think you see the
mix of people here today and we all
have to keep remembering that and
not be complacent.”

Denver Lovett
Reston resident
“People today may feel that they

can’t make a difference, but they don’t
take action. This is a way of taking
action, doing what I can as an
individual, and being an example to
the young people to come out and
show support.”
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News

By Ethan McLeod

The Connection

I
n a colorful, well-lit lit room of the
Google Reston Town Center office, a
shining bronze statue of 99-year-old
Reston founder Bob Simon sat about

10 feet away from the man himself.
Simon’s statue was a centerpiece of the

23rd Annual Best of Reston Awards Kickoff,
which introduced this year’s eight honor-
ees for the award. The Greater Reston
Chamber of Commerce and the nonprofit
Cornerstones co-host the awards each year
to recognize exceptional community service
in Reston community members.

The three businesses that received awards
in the categories of Corporate Business
Leader, Small Business Leader, and Civic/
Community Leader, are Cooley, LLC,
Brennan & Waite, P.L.C., and HomeAid
Northern Virginia, respectively.

The five Individual Community Leader
awardees are Carol Ann Bradley, Jerry
Ferguson, Cate Fulkerson, Bonnie Haukness
and Davida Luehrs.

Cornerstones CEO Kerri Wilson and
Greater Reston Chamber of Commerce
President and CEO Mark Ingrao spoke of
how the event embodies Simon’s original
vision for Reston as a community, which
Simon acknowledged later on.

“It’s extraordinary, the level of commit-
ment and understanding for what Reston
is, and it’s all here,” said Simon.

Cornerstones operates the Embry Rucker
Shelter and supports more than 20,000 in
need with its programs each year. The
Greater Reston Chamber of Commerce,
meanwhile, advocates for the growth of
Reston’s business community in the Dulles
Corridor.

“It truly is a unique partnership that we
celebrate with a membership organization
for businesses that truly lives the ideals of
giving back, promoting all that is good, and

celebrating everyone in our community,”
said Wilson.

One by one, the honorees for this year’s
awards stepped up and exchanged hugs and
handshakes with Wilson and Ingrao, who
thanked the assortment of individuals and
businesses for their contributions commit-
ments to the community.

Best of Reston honorees from past years
and local politicians were also in atten-
dance, including Supervisor Cathy Hudgins
(D-Hunter Mill) and Herndon Mayor Lisa
Merkel. “The focus of the Best of Reston
awards on volunteerism are one-of-a-kind,”
said Hudgins. “It really is uniquely Reston.”

The 2014 Best of Reston awards will be
particularly special in that they will also
mark the 50th anniversary of Reston, as well
as Simon’s 100th birthday. The awards will
be the culmination of Cornerstones’ year-
long fundraising goal to raise $1 million that
will help to double the amount of afford-
able housing in Reston.

So far, Simon and his co-sponsors have
raised 75 percent of that goal, and there
are still about three months until the awards
take place. Simon was particularly enthu-
siastic at the reception at the amount of
money they had already managed to raise
in under one year to help build more af-
fordable housing in the community.

Among the local people that have donated
more than $10,000 a piece toward the cam-
paign are Bill Bouie, Jim and Karen Cleve-
land, Joe Ritchey, and the Veatch family, in
addition to eight other sponsors.

The 2014 Best of Reston Awards Gala
will take place on April 10 at the Hyatt
Regency Reston.

Cornerstones and GRCC
Reveal Best of Reston Honorees
Reston’s business and nonprofit leaders were
among those gathered for 23rd Annual Best of
Reston Kickoff Reception.

AND THE WINNERS ARE…:
Corporate Business Leader – Cooley, LLC
Small Business Leader – Brennan & Waite, P.L.C.
Civic/Community Leader – HomeAid Northern

Virginia
Individual Community Leaders – Carol Ann Bradley,

Jerry Ferguson, Cate Fulkerson, Bonnie
Haukness and Davida Luehrs

Photo by Ethan McLeod/The Connection

The Best of Reston honorees nominees all together.
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Opinion

S
tanding on what is essentially scorched
earth, Republicans in the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly have condemned hun-
dreds of thousands of poor Virginians

to living without health coverage even
though it would be fully funded by Fed-
eral money for the next three years, and
with Virginia paying 10 percent after
five years.

Gov. Terry McAuliffe has pledged to do ev-
erything he can to expand Medicaid under the
Affordable Care Act, and we encourage him to
use every creative option available to make that
happen. In Ohio, the governor found a legal way
to accept the Medicaid funds despite objections
from the General Assembly, for example.

Earlier this week, McAuliffe included an
amendment to the FY2014 caboose budget bill
authorizing the Governor to act in the event
that the Medicaid Reform Innovation and Re-
form Commission (MIRC) fails to decide

whether or not to accept federal funding to
cover up to 400,000 uninsured Virginians
through Medicaid by the end of the current
legislative session.

Business groups and chambers of
commerce around Virginia, including
the Fairfax County Chamber of Com-
merce, support accepting the expansion

of Medicaid in Virginia under the Affordable
Care Act. One persuasive factor for the busi-
ness community: The expansion would create
an estimated 30,000 jobs. Hospitals support ex-
panding Medicaid which would offset many of
the costs of caring for uninsured populations.

It isn’t as if there is no health care cost for
the uninsured now. Right now, they access
health care when they are very sick by going
to an emergency room or other clinics, where
providers spread the cost of care around. This
is inefficient, expensive and unhealthy, includ-
ing for those of us who do have health insur-

ance. It means unvaccinated and/or sick people
are going to work and going about their daily
lives putting themselves and others at risk.

As of January 2014, in Virginia, Medicaid
eligibility for adults without disability is lim-
ited to parents with incomes below 51 percent
of poverty, or about $11,900 a year for a fam-
ily of four, according to the Kaiser Family Foun-
dation. Adults without dependent children re-
main ineligible regardless of their income.

The General Assembly should not be able to
block coverage for as many as 400,000 Virgin-
ians basically out of spite. The established ex-
cuse, that the Feds can’t afford it and can’t be
counted on to pay the money, doesn’t hold
water in Virginia, which receives more Federal
dollars per capita than any other state but
Alaska. If legislators are so concerned about
Federal ability to pay, you might expect to see
them refusing transportation money, for ex-
ample, or to turn the possible FBI headquar-
ters away, or thousands of other ways that Fed-
eral dollars make their way into Virginia.

— Mary Kimm,

 mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

General Assembly should not block coverage for
as many as 400,000 uninsured.

Extend Health Coverage in Virginia

Editorial
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By John Lovaas

Reston Impact Producer/Host

I
t never looked like a fair fight.
In the fall of 2009, when
Hunter Mill Supervisor Cathy

Hudgins assembled her
Task Force of 25 or so to
prepare a Comprehen-
sive (Master) Plan for the
Dulles rail corridor, it
was clear the community
was at a disadvantage. A handful
of Reston volunteers faced a pha-
lanx of hired gun slingers, men
(100 percent men!) representing
commercial developers and their
lawyers. The gunslingers were
pros doing their jobs, unified in a
clear sense of purpose — to maxi-
mize profit. Most had worked
“community” task force gigs before
and knew the county staff advis-
ing the Task Force. None lived in
Reston.

The civilians, volunteers repre-
senting community organizations
including the Reston Citizens As-
sociation (RCA) and Reston Asso-
ciation (RA), had only a vague
sense of mission — to plan devel-
opment consistent with their
Reston values. They would do the
right thing for their community,
but they were new to the game.
The Task Force was to complete
the Plan in one year. It took four
years. It was approved by the

County Planning Commission just
last week.

It goes to the Board of Supervi-
sors for a likely rubber stamp pub-
lic review on Jan. 28. The product
bears the gunslingers’ heavy im-

print, but is not as ter-
rible as I expected. A cen-
tral issue, of course, was
density. The final stage
Plan calls for a lot of high
density, especially closest

to the stations. The densities, how-
ever, are generally appropriate to
an urban core, which is what the
rail corridor will be. Unfortunately,
the type of development reflects
the composition of the gunsling-
ers team — that is, far too much
commercial vs. residential devel-
opment. And, it means greater
traffic gridlock and less character.

A major difference from our
Reston tradition may be the loss
of excellence in design and envi-
ronmental standards. While there
is a lot of verbiage about the im-
portance of quality design, the
Plan is filled with platitudes and
lacking in standards and an insti-
tutional mechanism to enforce
them. This was made far worse by
Ms. Hudgins’ planning commis-
sioner who struck the requirement
for design review by the Reston
DRB, and substituted developer

Master Plan for Transit
Areas — Outgunned By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

E
ach year the Governor of

Virginia ad-
dresses a joint assembly of

the House
of Delegates and the State

Senate in a speech not unlike the
President’s State of the Union ad-
dress except that the
Governor provides a
“State of the Common-
wealth” as well as his rec-
ommendations for legis-
lative action. Last week I heard the
35th such speech since I have been
a member of the House of Del-
egates. I think Gov. Terry McAuliffe
made the best of any of the
speeches I have heard over my
career in the legislature.

He emphasized the need for all
to work together; “… as we launch
this new chapter in our history, let
us resolve to show the partisans
in Washington and across the na-
tion that here in Virginia, in a
Commonwealth that pioneered
government by consensus, there is
no challenge too great, no debate
too intractable and no idea too am-
bitious that we cannot come to-
gether on common ground to build
the future our families deserve.”
The theme of his inaugural events
was “common ground.”

He will put an emphasis on eco-
nomic development. In his speech
he announced two economic de-
velopment projects that he has al-

ready concluded after just three
days in office. “In today’s modern
economy, Virginia has to be
smarter, more productive and far
more aggressive than our sister
states for new jobs and invest-
ment,” he said. From the tone of
his speech it is obvious that no one
will be accusing the new Gover-
nor of not being aggressive enough

in economic develop-
ment.

His goals are clear, and
he does not duck contro-
versial issues. In his own

words, “We should stop over-test-
ing our students … The General
Assembly should not wait another
year to pass the bipartisan Dream
Act … On Saturday I was proud to
sign Executive Order Number One,
which prohibits discrimination in
state government on the basis of
sexual orientation and gender
identity … An open and welcom-
ing Commonwealth requires a
state government that trusts
women to make their own health
care decisions, and works to ex-
pand access to quality care … I am
eager to work with the coalition
of Virginia leaders who agree that
we need to strengthen our democ-
racy by passing legislation putting
Virginia on the path toward non-
partisan redistricting.”

He was just as direct in his sup-
port for an expansion of Medicaid
to help those “families (who) are

Gov. McAuliffe Sets Stage
Commentary

Independent

Progressive

Richmond

Diary

See Lovaas,  Page 7 See Plum,  Page 7
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Commentary

Lovaas
preferred weasel-wording in its place.
The LEED Gold Standard for environmen-

tal excellence in buildings was lowered to
the modest silver standard in the final draft
of the Plan.

Open space and recreational amenities
serving all ages are a hallmark of Reston.
They have been sharply de-emphasized as
favored by the gunslingers. For example, the
county Park Authority’s own standards call
for a minimum of 12 athletic fields to serve
the 40,000 new residents in the corridor.
The Plan going to the Board of Supervisors
calls for only three. The spillover demand
will simply go to other areas of Reston,
where demand for fields already outstrips
supply.

The Plan calls for new construction to
occur simultaneous with the installation of
essential supporting infrastructure — like

From Page 6 roads, schools, sidewalks. But, it is only a
goal not a requirement. The lack of assur-
ance that it will be done underlines another
major failing of the Plan. There is, in fact,
no entity responsible for implementing the
Plan. It seems left to chance and the good
will of developers.

In sum: Although the urban densities fore-
seen in the Transit Station Areas may be
appropriate for our future urban core, the
plan provides no assurance that said urban
core will function. It is almost certain to lack
the design excellence and overall quality
Restonians expect. Still, I shudder to think
how much worse the Plan would likely be
but for the amazing efforts of community
volunteers, especially the dozens working
with RCA and Reston 2020 whose well-re-
searched analytical inputs and dedication
might have carried the day on a level play-
ing field.

Plum
From Page 6

just a major illness or accident away from
financial ruin.” As he pointed out, if we fail
to exercise the option of federal funding for
Medicaid, “we will forgo $2.1 billion annu-
ally in federal funding over the next three
years. That is more than $5 million per day.”

The Governor has extended an invitation
for legislators of both parties to work with
him. I look forward to working with him in
moving Virginia forward.

To read the full text of the Governor’s
speech, go to https://governor.virginia.gov/
newsarticle?articleId=2572

For a free digi-
tal subscription
to one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.connect
ionnewspapers.
com/subscribe

Be the first to
know – get your
paper before it
hits the press.

Complete digital
replica of the
print edition,
including photos
and ads, deliv-
ered weekly
to your e-mail
box.

Questions?
E-mail:
goinggreen@
connection
newspapers.com
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TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates
703-969-1179

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!!

Visit our website:
www.twopoorteachers.com

Bath Packages
Available!!

By Ryan Dunn

The Connection

T
his past weekend students in the
South Lakes High School were
rehearsing and preparing for the
ninth annual Broadway Night

show at 7 p.m. Jan. 24-25 (weather depend-
ing) at the school’s Little Theatre. Cast and
crew were at the school making sure every-
thing was ready for opening night. “This is
my first year doing costume design, but my
third year doing production for the play,”
said South Lakes senior Allison Scheler.

Audiences will enjoy the music of Broad-
way musicals from 1962 to the present in
this year’s show, “#Generations X, Y, Z”
which will feature songs from the musicals
“Matilda,” “Edges,” “Cinderella,” “Anything
Goes,” “Rock of Ages” and more.

“This year we are highlighting the
audience’s perspectives on different genera-
tions,” said Scheler. “I made sure the cos-
tumes were appropriate to date. It is fun to
work with different costumes and different
personalities.”

“Many of the more recent Broadway shows
are featuring music and artists from the ’50s,
’60s, ’70s and ’80s, introducing our current
generation to this music,’’ said Rita Gigliotti,
director of choirs at South Lakes High
School. “While new to them, it is reminis-
cent for their parents and grandparents. To
add to this twist, there will be a hashtag as-
sociated with each song in the review to in-
corporate today’s social media hype for our
‘Z’ generation.’’

More than 120 students from South Lakes
Pyramid schools are participating in this
musical theatre intensive centered around
teaching students who want to grow in
voice, acting, dance, and technical theatre.
South Lakes choral students assume leader-
ship roles in running every aspect of the
show: performing, directing, production,

Send announcements to reston@connection
newspapers.com. The deadline is the Friday prior to
the following week’s paper. Photos/artwork encour-
aged.

TUESDAY /JAN. 21-SUNDAY/MARCH 2
Something Blue. ArtSpace Herndon, 750 Center

Street, Herndon. Fine textile art is showcased in
Something Blue by the Northern Virginia
Quilters. 703-956-6590 or
www.artspaceherndon.org.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 22- WEDNESDAY/FEB. 19
Art Explorers. 10:30-11:30 a.m., ArtSpace

Herndon, 750 Center Street, Herndon. Three
sessions allow for a more in-depth introduction
to the key concepts and will provide some good
homework suggestions to help start and develop
a habit of sketching. $200. 703-956-6590 or
www.artspaceherndon.org.

FRIDAY/JAN. 24- SATURDAY/JAN. 25
Les Miserables. 8 p.m. Reston Community

Center, 2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston. Set
against the backdrop of 19th century France,
this revolutionary musical is a timeless
testament to the survival of the human spirit.

SATURDAY/JAN. 25
“Sing a New Song” Concert. 4 p.m. Good

Shepherd Lutheran Church, 1133 Reston Ave.,
Herndon. The concert explores the high church
music of the Catholic, Anglican, and Lutheran
traditions. The concert is free, but a freewill
donation will be collected (suggested: $20/
adult). A reception follows the concert. http://
gslcva.org/ministries/worship/concert-series/

SUNDAY/JAN. 26
Something Blue Opening Reception. 4-6

p.m., ArtSpace Herndon, 750 Center Street,
Herndon. This exhibit showcases fine textile art
and is a sampling of blue varietals as used by
Northern Virginia Quilters. 703-956-6590 or
www.artspaceherndon.org.

SUNDAY/MARCH 9
Rennie Harris’ RHAW 8 p.m., at The

Centerstage, Reston Community Center Hunters
Woods. RHAW will showcase Dr. Rennie Harris’
newest and brightest street dancers as they
bring hip hop back to basics. $15 Reston/$30
Non-Reston. www.restoncommunitycenter.com
or 703-476-4500.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 12
Lúnasa. 8 p.m., at The Centerstage, Reston

Community Center Hunters Woods. This group
of Irishmen continues its 20-year tradition of
famed Celtic music. $20 Reston/$40 Non-
Reston. www.restoncommunitycenter.com or
703-476-4500.

SUNDAY/APRIL 6
Mr. Vaudeville and Friends with Mark

Brutsché. 3 p.m., at The Centerstage, Reston
Community Center Hunters Woods. Buddy
Silver, and alter-ego Mark Brutsché, returns to
to prove, once again, that nothing can take the
place of live entertainment. $5 Reston/$10 Non-
Reston. www.restoncommunitycenter.com or
703-476-4500.

SUNDAY/APRIL 27
Trout Fishing in America. 3 p.m., at The

Centerstage, Reston Community Center Hunters
Woods. This Grammy Award nominated duo’s
infectious mix of folk/pop and family music is
enriched by the diverse influences of reggae,
Latin, blues, jazz and classical music. $15
Reston/$30 Non-Reston.
www.restoncommunitycenter.com or 703-476-
4500.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 28
Modern Moves, in partnership with Dance

Place. 8 p.m., at The Centerstage, Reston
Community Center Hunters Woods. Three of
D.C.’s most prominent choreographers – Daniel
Burkholder, Daniel Phoenix Singh and Erica
Rebollar – come together to create an eclectic
evening of thrilling modern dance. $15 Reston/
$30 Non-Reston.
www.restoncommunitycenter.com or 703-476-
4500.

SATURDAY/MAY 31
Raul Midòn. 8 p.m., at The Centerstage, Reston

Community Center Hunters Woods. Blind since
infancy, Midón uses his songwriting and musical
talents to shatter stereotypes while establishing
himself as one of music’s most distinctive and

searching voices. $20 Reston/$40 Non-Reston.
www.restoncommunitycenter.com or 703-476-
4500.

SUNDAY/JUNE 8
SpeakeasyDC’s Born This Way: Stories

About Queer Culture in America. 3 p.m.,
at The Centerstage, Reston Community Center
Hunters Woods. One of the region’s premiere
storytelling theatres presents an adults only
afternoon of entertaining and thought-provoking
true stories that showcase a range of
perspectives from the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgendered (LGBT) community. $15 Reston/
$30 Non-Reston.
www.restoncommunitycenter.com or 703-476-
4500.

ONGOING
Free Comedy Showcase. Thursdays 8:30 p.m.,

at Kalypso’s Sports Tavern, 1617 Washington
Plaza N., Lake Anne Village Center, Reston.
Kalypso’s hosts weekly comedy shows that
feature some of the best national touring and
local comedians in the area. Free of charge.

“Pinnochio.” March 8-30, 2014, Industrial
Strength Theatre, 269 Sunset Park Drive,
Herndon. NextStop Family Theatre presents a
new adaptation of Carlo Collodi’s classic story. It
is adapted and directed by Paul Reisman and co-
produced by Faction of Fools.
www.eldenstreetplayers.org.

League of Reston Artists Paints the Town. 9
a.m.-5 p.m., at 1763 Fountain Drive, Reston.
Approximately 30 works, in a variety of styles,
from League of Reston Artists painters are
currently being exhibited at the Greater Reston
Chamber of Commerce.
www.leagueofrestonartists.org.

Join Reston Community Center for a revolutionary musical perfor-
mance of Les Miserables starting on Jan. 24.

Calendar
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Entertainment

Broadway Night Comes to South Lakes High School
South Lakes students
prepare for musical
show.

technical theatre, publicity, costuming, cho-
reography, all in a three-week period.

Alec Bright, a South Lakes senior is help-
ing operate the sound booth. “Since it is a
cabaret, it becomes more of a challenge to
adapt to all the sound levels,” said Bright.

Brigid Doebrich, a sophomore, is also a
member of the chorus group the “Do Re
Migas” and will be representing a character
of the millennial generation. “We can build
our own characters, and that is real cool,”
said Doebrich.

Guidance and instruction is provided by
Gigliotti and other performing arts profes-
sionals. Chorus alumni who have performed
in past Broadway Night shows also come
back annually to assist Gigliotti and her
team. Among them are Catherine La Valley,
now a student at George Mason University
and Eric O’Brien, a student at New York
University. “We have been helping the stu-
dents so they feel comfortable being the
character,” said O’Brien. Also assisting in the
production is Ryan Washabaugh, a former
voice student of Gigliotti.

Tickets for the shows, which in past years
have sold out, are $15 for adults, $10 for
students and seniors. Tickets can be pur-
chased at www.southlakeschorus.org under
the tab on top called tickets.

South Lakes students
representing the

millennial generation
rehearse on stage for
the January musical.

From left: Oliver
Gainer, Lyric Venable,

Harrison De Wolfe
and Brigid Doebrich.

Photos by

Ryan Dunn/

 The Connection

Reston South Lakes student Alec
Bright, a senior, is operating the
sound booth for the annual Broad-
way Night show playing Jan. 24-25
at the school’s Little Theatre.

South Lakes alumni Catherine La
Valley and Eric O’Brien returned to
help coach students rehearsing for
the January Broadway Night show
at South Lakes High.

South Lakes students representing
the millennial generation rehearse
on stage at the school’s Little
Theatre. From left: Lyric Venable,
Harrison De Wolfe and Brigid
Doebrich.
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Casino Royale: An Evening Fit for a King!

Honoring Local Educators of the YearHonoring Local Educators of the YearHonoring Local Educators of the YearHonoring Local Educators of the YearHonoring Local Educators of the Year

Funding STEM scholarships for 6 area
high schools…only $85.00 per person pre-registered

At-the-door: $100.00

Register online at www.dullesregionalchamber.org

This Education Fundraiser includes
a stunning buffet, open bar, full casino,

silent auction, D.J. and dancing.

Brought to you by:

Presenting sponsor:

The Great Wall of China
Ming Tombs
Lingering Gardens
Lingyin Temple
West Lake Cruise
Yu Garden
The Bund

From Page 3

News

Sales Tax Error Artificially
Inflates October Revenue

shortfalls with expenditure
reductions,” wrote Alexandria
City Manager Rashad Young in
a memorandum to City Coun-
cil members this month.

The concerns are larger than
retail sales. One of the poten-
tial problems on the horizon
is transient occupancy tax rev-
enues. In Alexandria, for ex-
ample, the hotel occupancy
rate fell from 76.1 percent in
October 2012 to 72.4 percent
in October 2013. In Arlington,
hotel occupancy tax revenues
fell 15 percent in November
compared to the previous year
and 18 percent in December
compared to the previous year.

“Am I worried? Yes,” ac-
knowledged Arlington Budget
Director Richard Stevenson.
“But that’s what budget direc-
tors do. We worry.”

EXPERTS WHO FOLLOW local govern-
ment revenues say jurisdictions are worried
for two reasons. The first is the lack of con-

tinuity on the part of the federal govern-
ment. When the shutdown was happening,
nobody knew how long it would last or

See Sales Tax,  Page 11
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731-A Walker Road • Great Falls • Virginia • 22066

Terrilynn Kelley
tkelley@weichertrealtors.net

703-759-6300

E-mail or call:

Interested in a Career in Real Estate?

GET ENROLLED FOR REAL ESTATE CLASSES STARTING
JANUARY 27, 2014 IN THE WEICHERT, GREAT FALLS OFFICE.

GET YOUR LICENSE FOR ONLY $99

  Also looking for two highly motivated real estate
   professionals in our market and surrounding

  areas. Training and assistance in obtaining
   your real estate license will be

provided for the right candidate.

Kyle Knight Ins Agcy Inc
Kyle Knight, Agent
11736 Bowman Green Drive
Reston, VA 20190
ACROSS FROM RESTON TOWN CENTER
Bus: 703-435-2300
WWW.KYLEKNIGHT.ORG

From Page 10

News

when it would end. That led fami-
lies to cut back their spending hab-
its and cast a wary eye toward the
future.

“That, obviously, is scary,” said
Frank Shafroth, director of the
Center for State and Local Govern-
ment at George Mason University.
“It means for a family that you al-
ways have to leave something
aside instead of using it at a local
restaurant, store or other facility.”

A second reason for worry is that
the uncertainty is far from over.
The budget agreement reached
between Congress and the presi-
dent is good through September,
leaving open the possibility of yet
another battle about bankruptcy
and insolvency. That leaves open
a sense of doubt for long-term con-
tracts involving everything from
bridges and fighter planes to sat-
ellite and veterans hospitals.

“With the Federal Highway Trust
Fund expected to be insolvent by
next year,” said Shafroth, “a key
partner in the regional Washing-
ton economy is becoming an un-
certain one.”

THE NEXT FEW months will
detail the extent of the economic
damage created by sequester and
shutdown. Will the numbers track
with expectations? Or will they fall
well below the budgets local lead-
ers voted for last spring? That has
local governments worried and
prepared to make reductions if
necessary. Then again, they also
don’t want to make spending re-
duction that are unnecessary and
potentially damaging.

“What you don’t what to do is
make cuts that if we recover
enough we didn’t need to make,”
said Laura Triggs, finance director
with the city of Alexandria. “But
by law, if it continues to be low
then yes I have to cut back on ex-
penditures.”

Part of the problem is revenue
growth not meeting expectations.
Even if local governments see an
increase in revenue from sales tax
revenue, failure to meet expecta-
tions could spell trouble for bal-
ancing the books in the current fis-
cal year. And that means even
more headaches for trying to pre-
dict the future in fiscal year 2015.

“Normally our sales tax is in-
creasing at a larger extent than it
is right now,” said Wilds.

Sales
Tax
Error

Send Your Photos & Stories Now to
reston@connectionnewspapers.com

or complete our online form at reston-connection.com
Be sure to include your name, address and phone number, and identify

all people and pets in photos. Submission deadline is February 20.

Be Part of The
Pet Connection in February
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Sports

Herndon Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

A
lexa Bradley isn’t as good as she
used to be and admits she prob-
ably never will be. But these
days, the Herndon freshman is

having fun with gymnastics and recently
showed she still has plenty of ability.

Bradley, 14, won the all-around competi-
tion at a home meet on Jan. 16. The Hor-
nets placed second as a team, finishing be-
hind first-place Stone Bridge.

Bradley compiled a score of 34.9. She fin-
ished first on floor (9.2) and vault (9.1),
and placed second on bars (8.4) and beam
(8.2).

Bradley started competing at the club
level when she was 3 years old and pro-
gressed to a level 8 gymnast at Dulles Gym-
nastics Academy in Sterling before stopping
at age 13. Now a freshman, Bradley got back
into gymnastics at the high school level and
also competes for the Herndon cheerleading
team.

“I did it for my mom,” Bradley said about
returning to gymnastics. “She really loves
gymnastics and high school is not that big
of a commitment. I wanted to make her
happy.”

Bradley said she used to train four hours
a day, five times a week while competing at
the club level. At the high school level, she
trains for 90 minutes four times a week.
While her skills aren’t where they used to
be, Bradley said being part of the Herndon
gymnastics team brings more fun and less
pressure.

“I was so rusty,” Bradley said about her
return to gymnastics. “It took me awhile to
get back into it — I’m still getting back into
it. I still haven’t fully peaked. I never will

TJ Swim and
Dive Beats
South Lakes

The TJ boys continued their win-
ning ways (211-94) at the first
meet of the new year against
South Lakes.

The boys’ 200 medley relay —
Luke Thorsell (Oak Hill), Joseph
Doran (Springfield), Lucas Lin
(Fairfax), Miles Oakley (Fairfax)
— placed first, and TJ boys’ 400
free relay teams took both first —
Michael You (Alexandria), Emilio
Sison (Annandale), Thorsell, Kyle
Alexander (McLean)— and second
place —Matthew Szilagyi

(Lansdowne), Jared Nirenberg
(Springfield), Andrew Seliskar
(McLean), Nathan Ouyang (Oak
Hill). Seliskar (200 free, 100 fly),
Thorsell (200 IM, 100 back),
Oakley (50 free, 100 free), and
Sison (500 free, 100 breast) were
individual double winners as
well.

The girls lost (171-144), but
Carrie Heilbrun (Fairfax Station)
(100 fly) and Sophie Bennett
(Arlington) (500 free) finished
first, continuing a strong season.
Heilbrun and Bennett were also
part of the winning girls 200 free
relay with Charlie Lertlumprasert,
Sophia Moses (Arlington).

In boys’ diving, CJ Wilson (Al-
exandria) finished first, while

Callan Monette (Fairfax) took first
and Gloria Chen second place for
the girls.

TJ Swim and
Dive Competes
in 5A Invitational

TJ swim and dive team members
took part in the 5A Invitational in
Richmond over the holidays. Car-
rie Heilbrun (Fairfax Station) fin-
ished first (200 IM, 100 back), and
was part of the winning girls 400
free relay with Cynthia Zhuang,
Sophia Moses (Arlington), and
Sophie Bennett (Arlington). Miles
Oakley (Fairfax) won 50 free.

Herndon senior
Deandre Thomas
drives to the
basket against
Lake Braddock
on Jan. 18. The
Hornets defeated
the Bruins 99-86,
improving their
record to 11-2.

Photo by

Craig Sterbutzel/

The Connection

Sports Briefs

be as good as I used to be because I was
training so much. … It was really frustrat-
ing when I couldn’t complete my routines.
I would be like, why? I’ve done this so many
times before. I can do it again. You’ve just
got to stay confident. You’ve got to keep

pushing and trying again.”
Herndon head coach Keith Naquin said

Bradley has performed well in her return
to gymnastics. “Part of it is mental in the
sense that the club scene is extremely de-
manding and it’s rigorous, and the high

school venue is more fun,” Naquin
said. “It’s lighter and I think that’s
helped her transition easily back into
it, where there’s not as much stress.
She’s picked up the skills very easily.
She’s very
coachable.”

H e r n d o n
sophomore Sh-
annon Kelly
placed third in
the all-around
with a score of
34.05. She fin-
ished first on
bars (8.7) and
placed fourth
on beam
(8.15), fifth on
vault (8.7) and
fifth on floor
(8.5).

“She’s had
hip surgery,”
Naquin said.
“For her just to
actually be
here and com-
pete at this
level is respect-
able.”

Stone Bridge
won the team
compet i t ion
with a score of
1 3 3 . 2 .
Herndon fin-
ished second
with a score of
122.55, fol-
lowed by
South County,
Lake Braddock and Hayfield.

Herndon will compete in an meet
at Marshall High School on Jan. 22,
starting at 6:30 p.m. The Conference
5 meet will be held on Feb. 6 at
Centreville High School.

Herndon Gymnast Bradley Knocks Off Rust
Freshman wins
all-around at Jan. 16
home meet.

“It was really
frustrating
when I
couldn’t
complete my
routines. I
would be like,
why? I’ve done
this so many
times before. I
can do it
again. You’ve
just got to stay
confident.
You’ve got to
keep pushing
and trying
again.”
— Herndon freshman

Alexa Bradley

Herndon freshman Alexa Bradley started competing in club gymnastics
when she was 3 and stopped at 13. She now competes at the high school
level.
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COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIPCOMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

b7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school: preschool - grade 2
Music: grades 3 - 7

10:25 a.m. Sunday School Grades 3 to 12
Music 4 years to 2nd grade

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Laura Cochran

703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org

1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive

To Highlight
your Faith

Community,
Call Karen at
703-917-6468

The Newton School
serves students in

grades K-8th grade
who benefit from:

Please call
703.772.0480

or email
aabraham@thenewtonschool.org

to arrange a
personal tour today.

• Small classes (4-8 students) with
   a 4:1 student to teacher ratio

• Strong academics, customized
   to meet student’s needs

• Lots of physical activity
   integrated into the day, in a
   beautiful 24,000 sq. ft. facility

• Nurturing social environment

• Weekly field trips to enhance
   hands-on-learning

• Daily communication with parents

Now Enrolling for Fall & Spring 2014-2015
(Ages 6 weeks – 12 years)

• Daily Computer Classes • Spanish Lessons • Reading
• Arts & Crafts • Music • Nutritional Meals • Exercise

◆ All Lead Teachers are CPR & First-Aid Certified ◆
We Offer Before & After Care
for Floris Elementary Students

Happy Hearts is accessible by the school’s bus route
We Provide: • Homework Help • Activities & Games

• Nutritional Snacks • Exercise

703-793-3880
2730 Centreville Rd.
Herndon, VA 20171

www.happyheartschildrencenter.com

News

From Page 3

expected to generate more than $100 million in
tourism revenue for the county.

The 30-minute State of the County video, 10 min-
utes longer than last year’s production, highlights
many county achievements in the past year — such
as the county’s low crime rate and a 26 percent re-
duction since 2007 in the number of people counted
as homeless. It also features three of the county’s
new leaders: newly-elected Sheriff Stacey Kincaid,
the county’s first female sheriff; Police Chief Edwin
Roessler and Karen Garza, the new superintendent
of Fairfax County Public Schools.

In the video, Garza said one of her top priorities is
“to listen and learn what our community expects of
its schools.”

“One of our big projects this year is that we en-
listed the help of a broad-based community commit-
tee to develop the Portrait of a Graduate — which
will detail what our community expects an FCPS stu-
dent to know and be to do upon graduating from
our system,” Garza said.

Garza also addressed the ongoing challenge of
funding a school system with a current enrollment
of 184,600 students, making FCPS larger than the
school systems of eight states and the District of Co-
lumbia.

“As you know, FCPS is facing some challenges as
well,” Garza said in the video. “We have grown by
more than 15,000 students in the last five years and
our required expenditures for items like employee
benefits have continued to increase. At the same time,
revenues have not increased enough to cover expen-
ditures.”

In fiscal year 2014, 53 percent of the county’s gen-
eral fund budget was transferred to Fairfax County
Public Schools, a sum of roughly $1.9 billion.

School officials recently unveiled a $2.5 billion
budget, asking for a 5.7
percent increase, or
nearly $98 million more
in county funding.  Un-
der the proposed budget,
class sizes will increase at
all grade levels and about
730 staff positions will be
cut.

After the screening,
Bulova emphasized that
while education contin-
ues to be the board’s
“highest priority” and the
community’s “greatest
investment,” there will
likely be a significant gap
between what school of-
ficials are asking for in
their budget, and how
much the board is pre-
pared to give.

“The schools won’t get everything they asked for,”
Bulova said. “The school board will have to roll up
their sleeves and so will supervisors.”

When asked how close the board is prepared to
get to the 5.7 percent request, Bulova said that a 2
percent increase — or $33 million — is a more real-
istic number.

In an effort to bridge that gap, supervisors have
made state education funding the county’s top legis-
lative priority for this year’s General Assembly ses-

Into the
Budget Fray

Photo by Victoria Ross/The Connection

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Chair-
man Sharon Bulova hosted a media
screening of her annual State of the
County address on Wednesday, Jan. 15.
Residents can view the address on Chan-
nel 16 from 7:30 to 8 p.m., or on YouTube
at http://youtube/YzeaC3K-wiY

“Recently, the department has
established the chief’s Council
on Diversity Recruiting. This
council provides the agency
engagement with leaders from
culturally diverse communities
to assist us in developing
innovative recruitment
opportunities … to mirror the
communities we serve.”

— Police Chief Edwin Roessler

sion.
“This is our education year, our number one ask

and priority from legislators is to get the full fund-
ing of $33 million,” Bulova said.

Although Fairfax County is not facing the “dooms-
day budgets” of the mid-1990s, a projected budget
shortfall of $25 million this fiscal year, coupled with
the accelerating growth and financial needs of Fairfax
County Public Schools will present the Board of Su-
pervisors with choices and challenges.

“Once again, it will not be an easy budget year,”
Bulova said. “Actions or lack of action at the federal

level has impacted com-
mercial and sales tax rev-
enue, making it more dif-
ficult for the county to
recover from the down-
turn.”

Bulova said the
county’s advertised bud-
get for fiscal year 2015
will be released for pub-
lic comment next month.
The county will host a
number of public hear-
ings, community forums
and town meetings to
give residents the oppor-
tunity to ask questions
and make suggestions. In
late April, the board offi-
cially adopts the budget.

“Every budget tells a
story,” Bulova said. “We’ll

look for efficiencies and savings and opportunity for
savings, but it won’t be easy. The low-hanging fruit
has already been picked.”

In spite of the challenges, Bulova said she believes
the board has consistently been able to strike a bal-
ance that has kept taxes affordable while delivering
high quality services to residents.

“We remain committed to work with the commu-
nity to maintain excellence in the face of our chal-
lenges,” she said.
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

Remodeling Interior, 
Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Floors, Ceramic Tile, 

Painting, Decks, 
Fences, Additions.
703-863-1086

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Winter Savings...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

Since it had been more than a few
months, today I summoned up the courage
to Google my long-time friend and fellow
stage IV lung cancer survivor, Suzanne.
Suzanne and I had been years out of touch
(for no real reason other than initiative and
the geographic consideration that she lived
in Barnstable, Ma. and I live in Burtons-
ville, Md.) and recently back in touch –
due to our identical cancer diagnoses. I
learned that she had succumbed to her
disease back in October, 2013. We last
had contact electronically back in the sum-
mer. She was extremely weak then, she
said, too weak to talk, so e-mailing was
best. In that e-mail, ultimately her last, she
wrote that the most recent chemotherapy
drug with which she was infused was no
longer effective and that her oncologist
had no other drugs left to recommend.
Not that she said it in so many words, but
at that point her prognosis was grim. She
offered that her two boys were with her
and from them she would gain great com-
fort. The news was very unsettling to me
and I was afraid that this e-mail might be
our last – and so it was.

Suzanne and I were never boyfriend/
girlfriend, but from Elementary School
through High School we were extremely
close and confidants of the highest order
(“thick as thieves,” to invoke a quote from
the warden in the movie, “Shawshank
Redemption” describing the close relation-
ship between Tim Robbins – “Andy
Dufresne” and “Red,” – Morgan Freeman).
Our friendship was forged during those
formative, pre-adolescent years and main-
tained on – and then off – until back on
again a year or so ago, for nearly 50 years.
The reason I hadn’t inquired sooner than
today was because I was fearful of what I
would find out. Typically her e-mails were
fairly random and on the occasion when I
would e-mail her, she would rarely
respond in a timely manner. I tried not to
worry about this last silent interval. Today
my worst fears were realized.

Just as cancer survivors draw great
strength from those of us still living with
this terrible disease, so too are we weak-
ened when one of us dies. Rather than
feeling fortunate that I am still alive, I feel
sadness that Suzanne is not. When one of
us dies, we all die – a little bit, or at least,
our resolve to persevere dies a little bit.
I’ve always said that there is strength in our
numbers, numbers that we cannot afford
to lose. (Lung Cancer causes approximately
160,000 deaths a year, the leading cause
of cancer deaths in the United States.)

Certainly Suzanne’s death affects her
family way more than it affects me.
However, learning that she has died has
given me pause to consider/reconsider
how serious my health situation is. It’s
ironic that Suzanne and I were friends for
so many years and that ultimately we
should be diagnosed with the same disease
and given a similar prognosis. It seems only
fitting that since we started together, we
should finish together. I imagine I’ll see her
soon enough. For the moment however, I
hope it will be in my dreams – not that
other place.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Friends
Forever EmploymentEmployment

F/T & P/T qualified teachers.
Play & Learn at Dulles Corner in 

Herndon, VA is seeking F/T & P/T 
qualified teachers. Email your resume to 

sangley@va-childcare.com or fax it to 
(703) 713-2298 or call 703-713-3983.

OFFICE CLEANING
P/T help needed, Mon-Fri, eves,

Chantilly/Sterling area, VA. Must be
reliable, experienced have transportation.

Call Larry 703-628-9280 after 6:00pm

Do you Care with a
Commitment to Quality?
Spring Hills Home Care Services Virginia

is NOW HIRING Personal Care Aides.
For Immediate Consideration please
call 703-799-0022 or send an email

to rmajeed@spring-hills.net

Valentine's Day

Floral Drivers Wanted!
Earn up to $250 per day.  February 13 and 
14.  Call (703) 978-3700 for more info.
or stop by at 9579 Braddock Rd., Fairfax, 
VA 22032

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Community

By Andrea Worker

The Connection

M
embers of Floris United
Methodist Church (FUMC)
in Herndon have partici-
pated in programs assisting

the area’s homeless for years, mostly
through food and clothing donations and
by volunteering to serve meals at shelters
and seasonal food pantries and kitchens.
Last year a number of the congregation who
have given their time to those efforts de-
cided to see if FUMC would take their in-
volvement to the next level by agreeing to
literally open the church doors for one week
as part of the annual Hypothermia Preven-
tion and Response program coordinated by
local non-profit FACETS. The response by
FUMC leadership and worshipers alike was
overwhelmingly positive.

“The group brought a well-thought out
five-page proposal — almost like a business
plan — to the church leadership,” said Di-
rector of Serve Ministries Jake McGlothin.
“Even though this was a pretty big commit-
ment, really something beyond what we
have done in the past, everyone got right
on board. And once we announced the plan
to the entire FUMC community, volunteers
were immediately stepping up. I’ve had a
pretty easy time of it,” McGlothin laughed.
More than 250 volunteers, aged 14 and
older, are handling the many tasks associ-
ated with housing and hosting up to 40 cli-
ents each night.

Planning committees began meeting as
long ago as March of last year, first just once
a month, until they began meeting weekly
in December in preparation for their turn as
hosts during the week of Jan. 12–19. “We
are just one of many area faith communities
that take part in the FACETS program and
house our needful neighbors,” said
McGlothin, “but we wanted to put an even

more welcoming face on our efforts, so we’ve
billed this as our ‘Guest House’ for these cli-
ents. We want them to really feel at home.”

From 5:30 p.m. until 7 a.m., the fellow-
ship hall is transformed into the sleeping
quarters for the guests. Dinner, breakfast
and snacks are served in the large main
lobby of the church complex, and bagged
lunches are offered as the guests depart for
the day. Guests are also offered shower fa-
cilities, and there are numerous activities
available for anyone so inclined to join in.

“Some folks just want to enjoy the peace
of a quiet and safe place to rest out of the
cold and pretty much keep to themselves,”
said Vicki Monroe, the food coordinator for
the event and a long-time volunteer for
homeless causes. “Others are very social and
tell us how happy they are to have some-
one to just sit and talk with. There’s been
some lively conversation around here. I am
really enjoying the personal interaction.”

So does volunteer Jay Hilbert. In charge
of general logistics and transportation, Hil-
bert said when he’s not running from here
to there it’s been a great experience to serve
the community face-to-face. “I’m also en-
joying getting to know other church mem-
bers that I might never have really met or
had much interaction with.”

Working with more than 30 area churches
and faith communities, FACETS offers the
Hypothermia Prevention Program each year
starting in late November to give the home-
less warm and safe accommodation and
several nutritious meals during the cold
winter months. Last year the organization
served almost 250 clients through the pro-
gram, one of five such programs operated
in partnership with Fairfax County govern-
ment. “We really wish there wasn’t a need
for these services,” said McGlothin, “but I
am so proud that the FUMC community was
ready and willing to say ‘Be Our Guest’ and
then really make it happen.”

FUMC Opens Doors to Help
Homeless During Winter Cold

It takes a small army to prepare dinner, snacks, breakfast and a carry-
out lunch for up to 40 people.
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❖ Bonnie Hobbs, Centre View North: Public
Safety Writing
❖ Kenneth Lourie, Arlington
Connection:
Column Writing
❖ Alex McVeigh,
Oak Hill/Herndon
Connection:
Education Writing
• The Human
Element of
Learning
❖ Michael Lee
Pope, Arlington Connection:
Multimedia News Report • Secret
Police
❖ Michael Lee Pope, Alexandria
Gazette Packet: Business and
Financial Writing
❖ Michael Lee Pope, Mount
Vernon Gazette: Breaking

News Writing
❖ Victoria Ross, Springfield
Connection: In-depth or
Investigative Reporting
• Immigration

Second Place Winners
❖ Jean Card, Mount Vernon
Gazette: Page Design
❖ Bonnie Hobbs, Fairfax

Connection: Public
Safety Writing
❖ Louise Krafft, Mount Vernon
Gazette: Picture Story or Essay
• Mount Vernon Graduation 2012
❖ Louise Krafft,
Jeanne
Theismann,
Alexandria Gazette
Packet:
Combination

Picture and Story • Memorial Day
❖ Craig Sterbutzel, Burke
Connection: Sports News Photo
• Santiago Valdez
❖ Jeanne Theismann, Alexandria Gazette Packet:
Headline Writing
❖ Jeanne Theismann, Alexandria Gazette Packet:
Column Writing

❖ Steven Mauren,
Geovani Flores,
Stuart Moll,
Laurence Foong,
Jean Card, Mount
Vernon Gazette:
Special Sections or
Special Editions
• Insider’s Guide

Best in Show, Non-daily Artwork
The top prize when the first place winners of all the
design categories for all Virginia Press Association-
member, non-daily papers are judged against each
other.

❖ Jean Card,
Laurence Foong,
Craig Sterbutzel,
Fairfax
Connection:
Informational
Graphics
• Parks in Fairfax
County
Win, Place,
Show for Alexandria
Gazette Packet
Alexandria Gazette Packet reporters
took all three top spots for In-depth
or Investigative Reporting in their
division.
First Place
❖ Nicholas
Horrock,
Alexandria Gazette

Packet: In-depth or investigative
reporting
Second Place
❖ Montie Martin, Alexandria

Gazette Packet: In-
depth or investiga-
tive reporting • Guns From the
South
Third Place
❖ Michael Lee Pope, Alexandria
Gazette Packet: In-
depth or investiga-
tive reporting
• Looking Behind
the Numbers

First Place Winners
❖ Jean Card, Laurence Foong,
Craig Sterbutzel, Fairfax
Connection: Informational
Graphics • Parks in Fairfax County
❖ Nikki Cheshire, Great Falls

Connection: Breaking News Photo
• Rescue at Great Falls
❖ Deb Cobb, Mount Vernon
Gazette: Online Slideshow
• Daily Patrols Take to the Water
❖ Deb Cobb,
Reston
Connection:
General news
photo • Freezin’
for a Reason

❖ Laurence Foong, Michael Lee
Pope, Alexandria Gazette Packet:
Informational Graphics

❖ Kemal
Kurspahic,
Amna Rehmatulla,
Chelsea Bryan,
Laurence Foong,
Stuart Moll,
Geovani Flores,
Great Falls
Connection:
General Makeup

Third Place
Winners
❖ Laurence Foong,
Alexandria Gazette
Packet: Page
Design ❖ Laurence
Foong, The Fairfax
Connection:
Informational
Graphics
❖ Mary Kimm, Fairfax
Connection: Editorial Writing
❖ Louise Krafft, Arlington
Connection: Sports Feature Photo
❖ Louise Krafft, Alexandria
Gazette Packet: Picture Story or
Essay • Celebrating the Irish
❖ Michael Lee Pope, Alexandria
Gazette Packet: Multimedia News

Report • Schools in Crisis
❖ Michael Lee Pope, Mount Vernon Gazette:
Feature Series or Continuing Story • Horses and
Graves Versus Road Widening
❖ Michael Lee Pope, Mount Vernon Gazette:
Health, Science and Environmental
Writing
❖ Jon Roetman, Arlington
Connection: Sports Writing
❖ Steven Mauren, Jean Card,
Geovani Flores, Laurence Foong,
Stuart Moll, Alexandria Gazette
Packet: General Makeup
❖ Steven Mauren, Geovani
Flores, Stuart Moll, Laurence
Foong, Jean Card, Mount Vernon
Gazette: Special Sections or Special Editions
• Children’s Edition
MDDC
The Potomac Almanac, a Connection Newspaper
located in Potomac, MD, competes in the
Maryland-Delaware-DC Press Association, and
won at least six press association awards, which
will be formally announced on May 17 at the
MDDC Press awards luncheon. Susan Belford,
John Byrd, Laurence Foong, Ken Moore (2) and
Staff were named as winners.

Great People • Great Papers • Great Readers

Winner of the 2012 Virginia Press Association Award
for Journalistic Integrity and Community Service

Kemal
Kurspahic

Amna
Rehmatulla

Montie
Martin

Deb Cobb

Bonnie
Hobbs

Alex
McVeigh

Kenneth
Lourie

Mary
Kimm

Michael
Lee Pope

Laurence
Foong

Jon
Roetman

Louise
Krafft

Jeanne
Theismann

Award-Winning Connection Newspapers
More Reasons the Connection Newspapers are the Best-Read Community Papers

Winners of Awards in the 2012 Virginia Press Association
and Maryland-Delaware-D.C. Press Association Editorial Contests

Jean Card

Craig
Sterbutzel

Nicholas
Horrock

Nikki
Cheshire

Steven
Mauren

Geovani
Flores

Chelsea
Bryan

www.connectionnewspapers.com

Stuart Moll

Victoria
Ross


