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Franconia ❖ Kingstowne ❖ Newington

Springfield

Franconia ❖ Kingstowne ❖ Newington

Springfield

Area Girl Scouts Embark on
Trip of a Lifetime

News, Page 4

Chocolate for
Everyone

Entertainment, Page 8

Bulova Talks
Budget
News, Page 3

Springfield Potter
At Sugarloaf Festival

Entertainment, Page 2

Emma Henderson, Emily Latta, Hannah Hirsh, Veronica Talbert and
Rylie Smedley will be traveling to Europe this summer with their
Girl Scout Troop, which includes girls from Burke, Springfield,

Fairfax Station and the Fredericksburg area.
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“We have warm hearts
for cold noses”

Comfortable Boarding & Professional Grooming Services Available!

Are you looking for Dr. Kathleen Phillips? You have found her – she is at Pet Medical Center of
Springfield located on Rolling Road in the Saratoga Center. She is excited to continue seeing her
established patients as well as meeting new ones. Our receptionists will help guide you in making
the necessary arrangements to transfer your pet’s medical history for a smooth and stress free tran-
sition into our practice. We look forward to welcoming you and your four legged friends.

During the month of February, in addition to celebrating Dr. Phillips joining our practice, we are also
celebrating National Pet Dental Health Month by offering $50.00 off of any dental procedure. We’d
be happy to see your pet for a complimentary evaluation of their dental health and to provide a com-
prehensive estimate for any recommended dental services. To take advantage of the special offer,
please call 703-455-1188.

Pet Medical Center of Springfield
has the latest in technology and
professional care to help your pet
through those bumps in the road.

8054 Rolling Road, Springfield, VA 22153 • M-F 7am-7pm, Sat 7am-1pm

Dr. Barry Rosenbluth
Dr. Jim MacLean
Dr. Diane Nichols

Dr. Kathleen Phillips

ph. 703-455-1188
pmcsvet.com

Established
1982

News

By Senitra T. McCombs

The Connection

L
ocal Springfield potter
Kerri Henry will be dis-
playing her birdhouses
and other functional

stoneware at this year’s Sugarloaf
Crafts Festival at Dulles Expo Cen-
ter in Chantilly, from Jan. 24-26.
Among the pieces Henry will be
showcasing at the festival, she will
display some of her birdhouses
that are molded into a fish shape.

“I was excited by the opportu-
nity to display my work with high
caliber artists who show at the Fes-
tivals. I’m looking forward to of-
fering the new birdhouses I’ve de-
signed this year. I’ll also have my
full line of functional art,” Henry
said.

She fell in love with the creative nature
of pottery after taking a few pottery classes
in high school in 2005. In addition, she also
took a class at the Audrey Moore Rec Cen-

ter in Fairfax and then moved on to become
an associate at Creative Clay, a pottery stu-
dio in Alexandria. She also took classes at
the Workhouse Arts Center in Lorton as well
as workshops with Bill van Gilder.

“I cook and entertain a lot so
I try to make pieces that are easy
for you to use for entertaining
like trays and dishes for crack-
ers and dips,” Henry said.

About seven years ago, she
opened a pottery studio in her
home. Some of Henry’s most
popular pieces include Berry
Bowls and Brie Bakers. Addi-
tionally, she also sells bakeware
such as the Brie Bakers, coffee
mugs and serving pieces.

Henry said that baking her
pottery in a high-fired electric
kennel at 2232 degrees helps to
ensure that it is durable or
sturdy for daily use.

Henry hopes to advance her
skills and start doing some more
complex, larger pieces such as
a 20-inch handle platter with a
glazed trail decoration.

In her spare time, she enjoys
sitting on her front porch or hit-
ting up local thrift stores.

Henry moved from Sacra-
mento to the Springfield area in 2004. Her
studio is located in Springfield.

The Sugarloaf Crafts Festival was founded
as the Sugarloaf Mountain Works by Deann
and George Verdier in 1975.

Its mission was to provide a “low-over-
head marketplace where artists and
craftspeople could sell their unique cre-
ations direct to craftlovers.” A year later in
the spring of 1976, the first Sugarloaf Crafts
Festival was held in Gaithersburg with 200
artisans.

This year’s festival will be held over three
days: Friday, Jan. 24 and Saturday, Jan. 25
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and Sunday, Jan.
26 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Adult admission is $8 online and $10
at the door, and free for children under
12. Admission is good for all three days
of the Festival. Free parking is available
on site.

During the festival, shoppers can choose
from the latest trends in handcrafted arts,
including those in jewelry, fashion, leather,
home accessories, functional and decora-
tive pottery, sculpture, glass, wood, metal,
furniture, photography and fine art of more
than 250 acclaimed artisans.

Unlike other craft shows, shoppers can
speak directly to the actual artists instead
of salespeople. And they can also watch live
demonstrations where they can see the cre-
ations evolve from ideas to completion.

For more information on show previews,
exhibitor lists and admission discounts, go
to www.sugarloafcrafts.com or call 800-
210-9900.

Local Artist’s Work on Display at Sugarloaf Crafts Festival
Springfield
potter’s works at
juried show.

Potter Kerri Henry
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Springfield Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic
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See Budget Fray,  Page 12 See Sales Tax,  Page 12

By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

T
he partial government shutdown
was more than an October surprise
during the race for governor. Newly

available statistics from the Virginia Depart-
ment of Taxation show the month was also
an unexpected boost to sales tax revenues
across the commonwealth. Fairfax County,
for example, recorded a 15.5 percent spike
in sales tax revenue in October 2013 com-
pared to October 2012. But state and local
officials says that’s because several major
department stores neglected to increase
their sales tax rate to reflect the new re-
gional tax for transportation when the new
fiscal year began in July. So the October
numbers represent the backlog of uncol-
lected revenues.

Which retailers flubbed their taxes?
“That’s proprietary information, so we

can’t say,” said Marcia Wilds, revenue and
economic analysis coordinator with the
Fairfax County Department of Management
and Budget. “They’re big.”

The revenue corrections came at a key
time for local governments, a month that
many expected to be particularly bleak.
Many government workers and contractors
were out of work in October, when local
governments became concerned that spend-
ing habits might reflect a sense of uncer-
tainty about the future. Now budget offi-
cials across Northern Virginia are worried
about what kind of sales tax revenue they’ll
collect from the holiday season.

“The sales tax will be back with holiday
sales,” said Stephen Fuller, director of the
Center for Regional Analysis at George
Mason University. “Over the year there will
only a minor weakening.”

BUDGET OFFICIALS are not so sure. As
local governments across the region prepare
for the first round of budgeting next month,
a sense of uncertainty looms over the rev-
enue projections and spending priorities.
Part of that is the unemployment rate, which
remains at about 6 percent across Virginia.
That means consumers may hold back on
consumption based spending, which would
mean lower revenues for local governments
on retail sales and restaurant meals.

“If revenues continue to decline, it may
be necessary to make up any additional

October numbers
artificially inflated;
holiday numbers
could spell trouble.

Retail
Worries

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

D
espite the linger-
ing impact of an
anemic economy,
and the regional

ripple effects of federal seques-
tration, Fairfax County resi-
dents will see some concrete
signs of progress this year.

That message was delivered
by Fairfax County Board of Su-
pervisors Chairman Sharon
Bulova, who cast a mostly
positive light on the county’s
future during a media screen-
ing of her televised annual
State of the County address on
Wednesday, Jan. 15.

In addition to the comple-
tion of Phase 1 of the Silver
Line in Tysons, motorists can
expect to see congestion eased
through a number of state-
funded transportation
projects, including the new I-
95 Express Lanes that will tie
into the Beltway Express lanes
at Edsall Road.

Residents can also look for-
ward to the revitalization and
redevelopment of older com-
mercial and industrial areas
throughout the county, includ-
ing the $250 million transfor-
mation of Springfield Mall into
the Springfield Town Center in
the fall of 2014.

The newly-renovated mall
will include the addition of
roughly 700,000 square feet of
retail, restaurants, a food court
and a state-of-the-art movie
theater. The 20-foot-tall brown numbers
that indicated the mall’s six main entrances
— a hallmark of the 1970s-era mall — will
be replaced with one central grand
entranceway.

Bulova also praised the Economic De-
velopment Authority and Visit Fairfax for
boosting tourism and facilitating the se-
lection of Fairfax County as the host of
the 2015 World Police and Fire Games,
the world’s second largest athletic com-
petition after the summer Olympics. The
event is expected to generate more than
$100 million in tourism revenue for the
county.

The 30-minute State of the County
video, 10 minutes longer than last year’s
production, highlights many county
achievements in the past year — such as
the county’s low crime rate and a 26 per-
cent reduction since 2007 in the number of

people counted as homeless. It also features
three of the county’s new leaders: newly-
elected Sheriff Stacey Kincaid, the county’s

first female sheriff; Police Chief Edwin
Roessler and Karen Garza, the new super-
intendent of Fairfax County Public Schools.

In the video, Garza said one of her top
priorities is “to listen and learn what our
community expects of its schools.”

“One of our big projects this year is that
we enlisted the help of a
broad-based community
committee to develop the
Portrait of a Graduate —
which will detail what our
community expects an FCPS
student to know and be to
do upon graduating from
our system,” Garza said.

Garza also addressed the
ongoing challenge of fund-
ing a school system with a
current enrollment of
184,600 students, making
FCPS larger than the school
systems of eight states and
the District of Columbia.

“As you know, FCPS is fac-
ing some challenges as
well,” Garza said in the
video. “We have grown by
more than 15,000 students
in the last five years and our
required expenditures for
items like employee benefits
have continued to increase.
At the same time, revenues
have not increased enough
to cover expenditures.”

In fiscal year 2014, 53 per-
cent of the county’s general
fund budget was transferred
to Fairfax County Public
Schools, a sum of roughly
$1.9 billion.

School officials recently
unveiled a $2.5 billion bud-
get, asking for a 5.7 percent
increase, or nearly $98 mil-
lion more in county funding.
Under the proposed budget,
class sizes will increase at all
grade levels and about 730
staff positions will be cut.

After the screening,
Bulova emphasized that while education
continues to be the board’s “highest prior-
ity” and the community’s “greatest invest-

ment,” there will likely be a significant
gap between what school officials are
asking for in their budget, and how
much the board is prepared to give.

“The schools won’t get everything they
asked for,” Bulova said. “The school
board will have to roll up their sleeves
and so will supervisors.”

When asked how close the board is
prepared to get to the 5.7 percent re-
quest, Bulova said that a 2 percent in-
crease — or $33 million — is a more
realistic number.

In an effort to bridge that gap, super-
visors have made state education fund-

ing the county’s top legislative priority for

Bulova highlights accomplishments,
challenges in annual address.

Into the Budget Fray

Photo by Victoria Ross/The Connection

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Chairman Sharon
Bulova hosted a media screening of her annual State of
the County address on Wednesday, Jan. 15.  Residents can
view the address on Channel 16 from 7:30 to 8 p.m., or
on YouTube at http://youtube/YzeaC3K-wiY

“Our first area of response
focus is on preventing the
911 call. … We’ve visited over
40,000 homes since June 8
and installed over 6,000
smoke alarms .…”

— Fire and Rescue Chief Richard Bowers
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News

By Janelle Germanos

The Connection

U
nder the leadership of Troop
Leader Sandy Latta, Girl Scouts
from Burke, Springfield, Fairfax
Station and the Fredericksburg

area will be traveling to Europe this sum-
mer.

Girl Scouts Katie Campbell, Hannah
Hirsh, Emily Latta, Rebecca Cox, Rylie
Smedley, Emma Henderson, Emmylou Kid-
der and Veronica Talbert are learning lead-
ership skills and how to interact with the
community while fundraising for the trip.

Although the trip will be fun, Latta said
it is important that the community recog-
nizes the tremendous effort the girls are
undergoing to make the trip possible.

“It may seem glamorous, but the girls are
putting in so many hours into making sure
the trip can happen,” Latta said. “It’s going
to be a very educational trip and the girls
are already learning important leadership
skills.”

Latta and six other parents will travel to
London and Switzerland, visiting two Girl
Scout World Centers.

“I’ve always wanted to see Europe,” said
Rylie Smedley, a
freshman at West
Springfield High
School who is going
on the trip.

Smedley said the
troop has been work-
ing countless hours in
order to ensure the
trip’s success. The
girls are responsible
for raising a third of
the trip’s cost, which
she said can be challenging.

Girl Scouts from
Burke, Springfield
and Fairfax Station
learn leadership skills
while raising money
for their trip.

Girl Scouts Embark on Trip of a Lifetime

Girl Scouts Emma Henderson and Rylie Smedley, both Fairfax County
residents, have spent weekends raising money for their trip to Europe.
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“They’ve given up so much of their week-
ends,” Latta said.

The troop has
been leading sev-
eral money raising
events to make the
trip a reality, in-
cluding car washes
and badge work-
shops for younger
Girl Scouts.

“They have
learned leadership
skills, financial

management, marketing, and team work

through raising money for this trip,” Latta
said. “They really have to put themselves
out there.”

Emma Henderson, a senior at South
County High School, said it is trips, in ad-
dition to other activities, that make staying
in Girl Scouts worthwhile.

“There is this stigma that it’s not as cool
to do once you are older, but that’s not true,”
Henderson said.

Latta said the trip will be a truly educa-
tional experience, as the troop will be ex-
posed to different cultures. The girls on the
trip will be able to study culture, language,
history, currency, fashion, and cuisine, while
learning about Girl Scouts in Europe.

“I’m looking forward to seeing how Girl
Scouts operate in different countries,”
Smedley said.

Anita Cox, a parent from Burke who will
be going on the trip, said that Girl Scouts is
effective not only because of the dedication
of the troop members, but the parents as
well.

“Parents are a big thing. If you don’t have
a great adult volunteer leader, it won’t go
anywhere,” Cox said.

Latta said the trip shows the importance
of Girl Scouts in the community.

“Even if you look at the Girl Scout Cook-
ies program, it’s all about marketing,” Latta
said. “Everything is about teaching them
about how to give back to the community.”

The troop will continue to raise money
until their trip this summer. On March 23,
the troop is hosting Joni Daniels, a national
speaker and author at the Springfield Coun-
try Club.

“Through the fundraising efforts for this
trip, we are really empowering others to
dream big,” Latta said.

“It may seem glamorous,
but the girls are putting
in so many hours into
making sure the trip can
happen

Troop Leader Sandy Latta

Week in Springfield

Pedestrian Killed in
Springfield Crash

 An 80-year-old man was driving a 2008 Mazda 323
southbound on Greeley Boulevard and made a left turn,
on a green light, onto eastbound Old Keene Mill Road.
Meanwhile, 74-year-old Thomas Sullivan was walking
south, across the eastbound lanes of Old Keene Mill
Road, not in a crosswalk, and was struck by the Mazda.
It appears that the Mazda struck Sullivan while in the
left lane. He was transported to Inova Fairfax Hospital
and was pronounced dead a short time later. Speed and
alcohol are not considered factors in this crash.

Anyone with information is asked to contact Crime
Solvers by phone at 1-866-411-TIPS/8477, e-mail at
www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org or text “TIP187” plus a
message to CRIMES/274637 or call Fairfax County Po-
lice at 703-691-2131.

Chocolate Challenge
The City of Fairfax Chocolate Lovers Festival Commit-

tee is looking for professional and amateur chefs of all
ages to participate in the Chocolate Challenge, Feb. 1-2,
as part of the Chocolate Lovers Festival.

Works and tastes of art will be submitted for the area’s
most talented chefs and chocolatiers to judge in several
categories. Obtain an application from the Chocolate Lov-
ers Festival website, www.chocolatefestival.net, or call 703-
385-7858. Applications are due by Jan. 27.

Volunteers Needed
The Northern Virginia Long-Term Care Ombudsman Pro-

gram needs volunteer advocates for residents in assisted
living and nursing facilities throughout the area. Volun-
teers can work in facilities close to where they live. Train-
ing is provided in March 2014. Call 703-324-5861, TTY
711 or email Lisa.Callahan@fairfaxcounty.gov. Find more
information on becoming a long-term care ombudsman
volunteer at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/
o l d e r a d u l t s e r v i c e s / l t c o m b u d s m a n /
vol_ombud_program.htm.

Blanket Drive
Aids Syrian Refugees

Blankets collected in Northern Virginia’s Blanket Drive
for Syrian Refugees will soon be arriving in Turkey, where
a local relief agency will distribute them to Syrian refugee

families in the Adana refugee camp. More than 18,000
blankets were collected. These blankets were donated
by residents of Northern Virginia through grass-roots
efforts organized by local elected officials in conjunc-
tion with the Fairfax County Interfaith Council. Resi-
dents were asked to drop off clean and folded blankets
at locations throughout Northern Virginia. In Fairfax
County, seven meetinghouses of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints (LDS) served as donation
collection points, as well as two Islamic Centers, and
offices of several members of the county Board of Su-
pervisors. Chairman Sharon Bulova joined volunteers
at one LDS meetinghouse and publicly thanked the
church for its efforts in supporting the effort.

“From mountains of blankets in board offices to faith
groups who packaged thousands upon thousands of
blankets, the Fairfax County and Northern Virginia com-
munities truly rallied to support this great cause,” Bulova
said.

Paxton Van lines collected the blankets and delivered
the blankets to the port of Virginia/Norfolk in early
December, where they were loaded onto four 40-foot
containers to be shipped to Turkey. Maersk line, a ship-
ping company, donated the shipping and containers for
the blankets without charge.

— Jeff Carr
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WEEKDAYS • SATURDAYS • EVENINGS 24 HOUR EMERGENCY CARE
MET LIFE, DELTA, BCBS/CAREFIRST, & UNITED CONCORDIA PROVIDER

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates
703-969-1179

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!!

Visit our website:
www.twopoorteachers.com

Bath Packages
Available!!

Send Your Photos & Stories Now to
springfield@connectionnewspapers.com

or complete our online form at springfieldconnection.com
Be sure to include your name, address and phone number, and identify

all people and pets in photos. Submission deadline is February 20.

Be Part of The
Pet Connection in February

News

By Janelle Germanos

The Connection

T
he Lorton Workhouse Arts Center hosted
the first of its five-part lectures series
“American Women: The Long and Wind-
ing Road,” on Jan. 8. The series aims to

describe the story of women’s fight for equality from
the Civil War to present.

Lynne Garvey-Hodge, a
Clifton resident and a member
of the Fairfax County Historical
Commission, portrayed suffrag-
ist Mrs. Robert Walker at the
event. The arts center is nearby
the historic site of the Occoquan
Workhouse, where Walker was
imprisoned for 60 days in 1917
after picketing for the right to
vote at the White House.

“The re-enactment is really
about women’s role in trying to
seek equality in the United
States,” Garvey-Hodge said.
“And there is still so much work
to be done. Women are still only
making 77 cents for every dol-
lar a man makes, and are at just
about 21 percent representa-
tion in the Senate and The
House. That is rather discon-
certing.”

GARVEY-HODGE chose to
portray Walker, also known as Amelia “Mimi” Himes,
because it allows her to tell the story of women fight-
ing for the right to vote.

“That is why I am so drawn to doing these re-en-
actments. It is a way to do a story. Most adults are
much more drawn to a story than a history lesson,”
Garvey-Hodge said.

Walker, a Quaker woman from Baltimore, was a
suffragist who was arrested for picketing in front of
the White House on July 14, 1917, and along with
122 other women, sent to prison at the Occoquan

Workhouse. Conditions at the prison were dismal,
and many women, including prominent suffragist
Lucy Burns, were beaten and force-fed.

“This is a story that needs to be told,” Garvey-
Hodge said.

Garvey-Hodge has met four of Walker’s six living
grandchildren, and the three of them who have seen
Garvey-Hodge portray Walker loved the performance.

Walker also testified in front of Congress in 1921
in support of the Equal Rights Amendment, which
does not yet exist in the United States.

Garvey-Hodge said that there are many reasons,
including divorce and the division of property, that
prove an Equal Rights Amendment is still needed.

“There is nothing equal about a man walking away
with 50 percent of everything when the woman still
has to take care of the children,” Garvey-Hodge said.

THERE NEEDS TO BE a stron-
ger representation of women in
the United States, Garvey-Hodge
said.

“When women come together,
we can do amazing things. We are
very good at handling emergen-
cies, and very good at coming to-
gether to get things done,” she
said.

In the audience at Garvey-
Hodge’s re-enactment on Jan. 8
was Carolyn Cook, CEO and
founder of United 4 Equality, a
group working to ratify the Equal
Rights Amendment by 2015.

“Lynne was phenomenal. I was
so touched by the end of her per-
formance,” Cook said. “For me, I
got into this because I have such
a sense that as a woman, we have
no idea how courageous and
brave these women were who
worked for all these rights we
have today, as well as setting the

course of rights that we still don’t have, like the Equal
Rights Amendment. I was really touched by her per-
formance because she really spoke to some of the
struggles the women at Occoquan had.”

The event also featured a speech by Robyn Muncy,
an associate professor of history at the University of
Maryland.

The next part of the “American Women: The Long
and Winding Road” lecture series will take place on
Feb. 5 and will feature discussions about women’s
role during the Great Depression and World War II.

Lynne Garvey-Hodge
delivers message of
women’s equality at
Workhouse Arts Center.

Continuing the Struggle for Equality

Lynne Garvey-Hodge, who
portrays Mrs. Robert Walker,
stands with Walker’s grand-
daughter Susie Walker Salm.
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Opinion

S
tanding on what is essentially scorched
earth, Republicans in the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly have condemned hun-
dreds of thousands of poor Virginians

to living without health coverage even
though it would be fully funded by Fed-
eral money for the next three years, and
with Virginia paying 10 percent after
five years.

Gov. Terry McAuliffe has pledged to do ev-
erything he can to expand Medicaid under the
Affordable Care Act, and we encourage him to
use every creative option available to make that
happen. In Ohio, the governor found a legal way
to accept the Medicaid funds despite objections
from the General Assembly, for example.

Earlier this week, McAuliffe included an
amendment to the FY2014 caboose budget bill
authorizing the Governor to act in the event
that the Medicaid Reform Innovation and Re-
form Commission (MIRC) fails to decide

whether or not to accept federal funding to
cover up to 400,000 uninsured Virginians
through Medicaid by the end of the current
legislative session.

Business groups and chambers of
commerce around Virginia, including
the Fairfax County Chamber of Com-
merce, support accepting the expansion

of Medicaid in Virginia under the Affordable
Care Act. One persuasive factor for the busi-
ness community: The expansion would create
an estimated 30,000 jobs. Hospitals support ex-
panding Medicaid which would offset many of
the costs of caring for uninsured populations.

It isn’t as if there is no health care cost for
the uninsured now. Right now, they access
health care when they are very sick by going
to an emergency room or other clinics, where
providers spread the cost of care around. This
is inefficient, expensive and unhealthy, includ-
ing for those of us who do have health insur-

ance. It means unvaccinated and/or sick people
are going to work and going about their daily
lives putting themselves and others at risk.

As of January 2014, in Virginia, Medicaid
eligibility for adults without disability is lim-
ited to parents with incomes below 51 percent
of poverty, or about $11,900 a year for a fam-
ily of four, according to the Kaiser Family Foun-
dation. Adults without dependent children re-
main ineligible regardless of their income.

The General Assembly should not be able to
block coverage for as many as 400,000 Virgin-
ians basically out of spite. The established ex-
cuse, that the Feds can’t afford it and can’t be
counted on to pay the money, doesn’t hold
water in Virginia, which receives more Federal
dollars per capita than any other state but
Alaska. If legislators are so concerned about
Federal ability to pay, you might expect to see
them refusing transportation money, for ex-
ample, or to turn the possible FBI headquar-
ters away, or thousands of other ways that Fed-
eral dollars make their way into Virginia.

— Mary Kimm,

 mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

General Assembly should not block coverage for
as many as 400,000 uninsured.

Extend Health Coverage in Virginia

Editorial

F
airfax County Animal Shel-
ter adoption initiatives re-
sulted in the shelter having

its most successful year yet, sav-
ing a record number of animals’
lives.

Thanks to implementation of
new programs and policies, the
shelter had an overall animal
placement rate of 92 percent, mak-
ing Fairfax County the largest mu-
nicipality in the entire nation to
have a placement rate above 90
percent. The placement rate mea-
sures the number of animals
adopted, transferred to a rescue
group and reclaimed by their own-
ers.

Animal Shelter Shines in 2013
More than 4,200 animals came

through the shelter’s doors in
2013. There are many reasons
animals end up at the shelter.
Some are picked up as stray pets
by Animal Control. Others are sur-
rendered by their owners, who, for
a variety of reasons, including
moving, allergies, or economic
hardship, must give up their pets.
Finally, the shelter receives ani-
mals involved in cruelty, neglect
and hoarding cases.

To find loving homes for thou-
sands of homeless pets, the shel-
ter worked with more than 61 res-
cue partners and countless volun-
teers and foster families. In addi-

tion, the shelter ran creative adop-
tion promotions throughout the
year which increased all adoptions
and doubled dog adoptions. Other
successful shelter initiatives in-
cluded animal enrichment, daily
play groups for dogs, weekend fos-
tering, and off-site dog walking.

Partnerships with other organi-
zations added community
strength, as well. The “Twelve
Days of Adoptables,” a partnership
between the Washington Humane
Society and the Fairfax County
Animal Shelter resulted in adop-
tion of nearly 300 animals be-
tween Nov. 15 and Dec. 31. Join-
ing forces with other groups and

agencies helped to spread the
word about some long-term shel-
ter residents.

Help make the Animal Shelter a
better place for homeless animals
in the community. Consider be-
coming a foster family by tempo-
rarily housing animals that may
need the safe, quiet home to re-
cover from medical treatments, ill-
ness, or simply need extra love and
socialization that a private home
provides.

Schedule a shelter tour for scout,
school, church or community
groups by emailing
FCPDPetResources@fairfaxcounty.gov
or by calling 703-324-0208.

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. The deadline for submis-
sions is the Friday prior to publication.
Dated announcements should be submit-
ted at least two weeks prior to the event.

SUNDAY/JAN. 19, 26 - FEB. 9, 16, 23
“Religions & Cultures of the

Middle East.” Six-class series
taught by Johnnie Hicks of George
Mason University, formerly of the
Tehran American School in Iran. 3-
4:30 p.m. Grace Presbyterian Church,
7434 Bath St., Springfield. 703-451-
2900.

THURSDAY/JAN. 23
English Conversation Group. 7 p.m.

Burke Centre Library, 5935 Freds
Oak Road, Burke. Practice English
with others and improve your skills.
Adults.

SATURDAY/JAN. 25
Dog Adoption Event. 12-3 p.m.

PETCO, Greenbriar Towncenter,
13053 Lee Jackson Memorial
Highway, Fairfax. 703-817-9444.

SUNDAY/JAN. 26
Annual Meeting of the Burke

Historical Society. 4:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall at Abiding Presence
Lutheran Church, 6304 Lee Chapel
Road, Burke. BHS members Mary
Lipsey and Christine Zinser will tell
the fascinating story of Burke’s initial
selection as the site of Washington’s
new airport in the 1950s, and the
events that followed.

MONDAY/JAN. 27
Pohick Prose Society. 7 p.m. Pohick

Library, 6450 Sydenstricker Road,
Burke. Help with using eReaders,
tablets, computers and mobile
devices to access library eBooks.

Adults.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 29
Pohick English Conversation

Group. 7 p.m. Pohick Library, 6450
Sydenstricker Road, Burke. Practice
English with others and improve your
skills. Adults.

SATURDAY/FEB. 1
Dog Adoption Event. 12-3 p.m.

PETCO, Greenbriar Towncenter,
13053 Lee Jackson Memorial
Highway, Fairfax. 703-817-9444.

MONDAY/FEB. 3
Area Wide Prayer Meeting. 7:30

p.m. 10000 Coffer Woods, Burke. All
local Burke churches are welcome
and invited to join us as we pray for
our community, schools and leaders.
Hosted by Knollwood Community
Church.  For more information go to
www.knoll.org or call 703 425 2068.

ONGOING
Singers Wanted for the

Celebration Singers. The women’s
show choir is interested in new talent
to perform at various Northern
Virginia community sites. Practices
are Wednesdays 10:30 a.m.-2:30
p.m. in Burke. Contact Gayle Parsons,
703-644-4485 or email
gparsons3@cox.net.

Senior Fall Prevention Classes.
1:30-2:30 p.m., at the Woodlands
Retirement Community, 4320 Forest
Hill Drive, Fairfax. Tuesday and/or
Thursday classes in a heated pool
designed to work on balance and
core muscles for injury prevention.
$10. 703-667-9800.

American Red Cross CPR, First Aid
and AED. Various times, at 2720
State Route 699, Suite 200, Fairfax.
One-year certification, digital or print
materials and continued education
on Mondays-Thursday and Saturday.
$70-110. www.redcrossnca.org.
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News

Road Improvements
Just south of Springfield at the Fort Belvoir North Area, crews lift beams
last week for a ramp that will link the future 95 Express Lanes to Heller
Road at the National Geospatial Intelligence Agency building. Initially, the
ramp will cater to motorists heading to the southbound HOV/95 Express
Lanes in the afternoon, or to the general purpose lanes of I-95 North. In
the future, the ramp will be modified to handle northbound 95 Express
Lanes traffic to the Fort Belvoir North Area in the mornings as well.

Photo by Mike Salmon/Virginia Megaprojects
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By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

C
hocolate — candy, cake, sauce,
pancakes, fudge, ice cream and
even a chocolate fountain or
three — they’re all part of the

City of Fairfax Chocolate Lovers Festival. And
this year’s event, the 22nd annual, is Satur-
day, Feb. 1 through Sunday, Feb. 2.

A dream-come-true for chocolate aficio-
nados, as well as for those seeking tasty
treats to give as Valentine’s Day presents,
the festival offers a full slate of activities for
all ages.

The fun-filled weekend contains every-
thing from a competition to see who can
make the most beautiful and creative cakes,
cupcakes and sculptures in chocolate to an
irresistible sampling of chocolate goodies
that attracts thousands of people from
throughout the Washington Metropolitan
area.

“Chocolate and Valentine’s Day belong
together,” said Mayor Scott Silverthorne.
“The City of Fairfax’s annual Chocolate Lov-
ers Festival has become a delicious destina-
tion for people throughout the region and
beyond. Join us!”

The festivities begin Friday, Jan. 31, at 2
p.m., when Kaydee Puppets offers “Choco-
late Dipped Tales” for children at the City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360 North St.
Then on Saturday, Feb. 1, the day starts with
the annual, Kiwanis Club Pancake Breakfast,
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Fire Station 3, at
4081 University Drive. Dine on regular or
chocolate-chip pancakes, plus sausage, cof-
fee, juice and milk. Cost is $6, adults; $4,
children ages 4-10. Children 3 and under
eat free with a paying adult. There are also
music performances, fairytales, a fire-safety
puppet show, a Chocolate Caper mock trial,
a magician and open houses in historic build-
ings.

New this year is the “Chocolate and a
Movie” night, Feb. 1, featuring the original
“Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory”
starring Gene Wilder. Admission is $3/per-
son and comes with a golden ticket that
could prove lucky, and there will be
children’s stories and activities before the
movie.

There’s even a Chocolate Express provid-

ing free, shuttle service between event loca-
tions. It will run Feb. 1, from 9:30 a.m.-5:30
p.m. and Feb. 2 from 11:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

“We are excited to again be hosting the
Chocolate Lovers Festival in the City of
Fairfax,” said Festival Chairman Beverly
Meyer. “It brings folks from all up and down
the East Coast, young and old alike, and
weather is never a deterrent for the festi-
val.”

The event initially began as a joint effort
of the City of Fairfax, Central Fairfax Cham-

ber of Commerce, Downtown Fairfax Coali-
tion, Downtown Fairfax Merchants Associa-
tion and George Mason University. The goal
was to attract visitors to Old Town Fairfax,
encourage participation in the community
and foster cooperation among the city gov-
ernment, businesses and local residents.

The first festival was in February 1993
and, since then, it’s become one of the city’s
most popular events. And two of the main
highlights are the Chocolate Challenge and
the Taste of Chocolate.

Running Saturday, Feb. 1, from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m., and Sunday, Feb. 2, from noon-4
p.m., on both floors of the Old Town Hall,

3999 University Drive, the
Taste of Chocolate is not to
be missed. Strollers may be
left on the building’s front
porch. A fully accessible
entrance is at the door on
Main Street.

Admission is free; visitors
buy pogs for $1 each and
then browse around the
vendors’ tables to check out
the wide array of chocolate
treats being offered. When
something catches their
fancy, they pay for it in
pogs.

For example, a slice of
cake could cost three pogs,
or a customer could buy
three small pieces of candy
for two pogs. The vendors
set their own prices and
roaming volunteers in red
aprons will have plenty of
pogs on hand for people
wanting to purchase more.

And the variety of goodies is mind-bog-
gling. There are chocolate cakes, all kinds
of chocolate candies and bars, chocolate-cov-
ered strawberries, fudge, ice cream and even
chocolate fountains into which customers
may dip fruit, cake or marshmallows.

This year’s Taste of Chocolate vendors in-
clude: BaTer Chocolates, C & D Sweets,
Cakes by Shelby, Cameron’s Coffee & Choco-
late, Capitol Chocolate Fountains;
Chocotenago, Cocoa Vienna, Confection
Connection, Dave’s Candy Kitchen, El Ceibo/
Bolivia, Extreme Ice Cream, Fair Trade
Winds, Fluffy Thoughts Cakes, Mike’s Fudge,
Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory, Sugar
Mama’s, Virginia Chocolate
Co. and Watergate Pastry.

The Chocolate Challenge,
a display of imaginative cre-
ations in chocolate — art,
cakes and cupcakes — takes
place at the Nutrition
Kitchen, 3950 University
Drive. It runs Feb. 1, 10
a.m.-5 p.m., and Feb. 2,
noon-4 p.m. Both profes-
sionals and amateurs par-
ticipate, and judges and
visitors judge them in vari-
ous categories. Visitors may
also vote for the People’s
Choice Award winner.

This year’s judges include
Sabrina Campbell, owner
and executive pastry chef of
Occasionally Cake; Dean
Thomas Prohaska of GMU’s
College of Health and Hu-
man Services; and Fairfax
Mayor R. Scott
Silverthorne. The event also
features a silent auction
enabling visitors to bid on
the challenge entries, as
well as items from local
businesses.

A Chocolate Lover’s Dream
Entertainment

Fairfax’s annual festival is Feb. 1-2.

T
he Chocolate Lovers Festival Committee
will again support the Fairfax Kiwanis
Meals for Young Minds Program with

multiple locations where people may drop off
food during the festival for children in need. This
project provides food for local, elementary-
school students who don’t have food to eat on
the weekends.

Each child receives a gallon-size bag with kid-
friendly, nonperishable, nutritious food items to
last the weekend. Since its inception in 2010, the
program has expanded to support students at
three elementary schools here.

Needed are oatmeal packets; single-serving
size boxes of cereal, chili cups, macaroni and
cheese, tuna salad kits, pasta/meat cups; fruit

Bring Food Donations
cups, pudding, applesauce, cheese and crackers,
granola bars, 100-percent fruit juice boxes, Capri
Sun juice packets; and shelf-stable milk.

Children are given bags containing:
❖ Two breakfasts: oatmeal, small cereal box,

granola bars and other breakfast foods;
❖ Two lunches: cheese and crackers, cup of soup

and similar items;
❖ Two dinners: easy-cook macaroni and cheese,

beef ravioli, tuna and similar foods;
❖ Two or three snacks: applesauce, pudding, fruit

cup, fruit roll-ups and other snacks.
These and similar nourishing food items will be

collected Saturday, Feb. 1 at the following loca-
tions:

❖ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.: Fire Station 3, at 4081 Uni-

versity Drive (during the Kiwanis Pancake
Breakfast)

❖ 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Fairfax Museum and Visi-
tor Center, 10209 Main St.

❖10 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Nutrition Kitchen, 3950
University Drive

❖10 a.m. to 5 p.m.: City of Fairfax Regional
Library, 10360 North St.

Food donations will also be collected Sunday,
Feb. 2, at:

❖ 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Fairfax Museum and Visi-
tor Center, 10209 Main St.

❖ Noon to 4 p.m.: Nutrition Kitchen, 3950
University Drive

❖ Noon to 4 p.m.: City of Fairfax Regional Li-
brary, 10360 North St.

FRIDAY/JAN. 31
Kaydee Puppets: Chocolate Dipped Tales. 2 p.m.. City of Fairfax Regional Library, 10360 North

Street.

SATURDAY/FEB. 1
Kiwanis Club Chocolate Chip Pancake Breakfast. 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. Fire Station 3, 4081

University Drive, Fairfax.
Child Fingerprinting.10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Fairfax Courthouse, 4000 Chain Bridge Road.
Taste of Chocolate.10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Old Town Hall, 3999 University Drive.
Chocolate Challenge and Silent Auction.10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Nutrition Kitchen, 3950 University

Drive.
The Chocolate Caper Mock Trial. 10:15 a.m., 1:15 p.m. Fairfax Courthouse, 4000 Chain Bridge

Road.
Musical Duo of Cody & BJ. 11 a.m. City of Fairfax Regional Library, 10360 North Street.
Harley Eye Candy Photos. 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. City of Fairfax Regional Library.
Fire Safety Puppet Show. 12:30 p.m. City of Fairfax Regional Library.
So You Think You Are Smarter Than a Lawyer?  11:45 a.m. Fairfax Courthouse, 4000 Chain

Bridge Road.
Chocolate-Covered Fairy Tales with Gary Lloyd. 2 p.m. City of Fairfax Regional Library.
See Jane Sing Quartet. 3:30 p.m. City of Fairfax Regional Library.
Open House and Exhibits. Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Legato School, 10

a.m. - 4 p.m.; Ford Building, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Ratcliffe-Allison House, 12 - 4 p.m.
Chocolate Movie Night: featuring “Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory” (rated PG).

7- 9 p.m. Stacy C. Sherwood Community Center, 3740 Old Lee Highway.

SUNDAY/FEB. 2
Chocolate Challenge and Silent Auction. 12-4 p.m. Nutrition Kitchen, 3950 University Drive.
Taste of Chocolate. 12 -4 p.m. Old Town Hall.
Fire Safety Puppet Show. 12:30 p.m. City of Fairfax Regional Library.
Wildlife Ambassadors. 2-3 p.m. City of Fairfax Regional Library. Journey to the Jungle, see exotic

animals and learn how they live in the rain forest among the cocoa-bean trees.
Turley the Magician . 3:30-4:15 p.m. City of Fairfax Regional Library.
Open House and Exhibits. Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Legato School, 10

a.m. - 4 p.m.; Ratcliffe-Allison House, 12 - 4 p.m.
Schedule is subject to change. Visit www.chocolatefestival.net for an event map and information on

parking, shuttle schedules, costs and more.

Chocolate Lovers Festival Schedule of Events
From left: Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Chairman Sharon Bulova, event Chairman Beverly Meyer and
City Councilman Steve Stombres judge cupcakes during last year’s festival.

This pirate ship from Cake Walk
won an award in 2013’s Chocolate
Challenge. Raspberry-white chocolate cupcakes on display.

Truffles are among the many items offered at the
Taste of Chocolate during the City of Fairfax
Chocolate Lovers Festival.

In addition, the Chocolate Lovers Festival
Committee donates part of each year’s event
proceeds to a charity. This year’s recipient is
Best Buddies Virginia, a nonprofit provid-
ing opportunities for one-on-one friendships
between people with and without intellec-
tual and developmental disabilities. The
funds will support the Best Buddies chapter
at GMU.

“And don’t forget to visit our downtown
merchants, as they’ll be running specials
throughout the weekend,” said Meyer.

For more information about the festival,
go to www.chocolatefestival.net or call 703-
385-1661.

Chocolate treats for the eyes and tummies are found at the City of Fairfax
Chocolate Lovers Festival.
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COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

To Advertise
Your Community

of Worship,
Call 703-778-9418

A woman
who has
never seen
her
husband
fishing
doesn’t
know
what a
patient
man she
married!

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-778-
9416. The deadline is the Friday prior to the next
paper’s publication. Dated announcements should be
submitted at least two weeks prior to the event.

THURSDAY/JAN. 23
Mrs. Green’s Natural Market. 6:30-8:30 p.m.

12995 Fair Lakes Shopping Center, Fairfax.
Brand New, natural & organic, One-stop fresh
food market. www.mrsgreens.com

THURSDAY/JAN. 23-SATURDAY/JAN. 25
I Never Saw Another Butterfly. 7 p.m. The

Sovereign Grace Home School Co op Main
Auditorium, 5200 Ox Rd, Fairfax. The play tells
the unforgettable story of a young Jewish
survivor of the Holocaust during World War II.
$7 for adults; $5, students 3-17.
www.facebook.com/Sawabutterfly and
jubileecampaign.org/funds/tabitha-orphans-
fund

THURSDAY/JAN. 23- FRIDAY/JAN. 24
Annie Get Your Gun. 7:30 p.m. Lake Braddock

Secondary School, 9200 Burke Lake Road,
Burke. This musical tells the fictionalized story
of the life of Annie Oakley (1860–1926), a
sharpshooter who starred in Buffalo Bill’s Wild
West, and her romance with sharpshooter Frank
Butler. Tickets $10. http://
lakebraddockchorus.squarespace.com for
information and online ticket sales

FRIDAY/JAN. 24- SATURDAY/JAN. 25
”Cats.” 7:30 p.m. Fairfax High School 3501 Rebel

Run, Fairfax. Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber
and based on TS Eliot’s “Old Possum’s Book of
Practical Cats” Ticket sales for $14.13 & $6.25
on line at: fxdance.ticketleap.com

FRIDAY/JAN. 24
Messages of Hope. 7:30-9:30 p.m. Unity of

Fairfax, 2854 Hunter Mill Road, Oakton. A Chris
Lavelle Film, will be shown. A film event that
will touch your soul, this documentary is based
on Suzanne’s true story of transformation that

has captivated audiences. Participants can ask
questions about the afterlife, hear the rest of the
story, and get books signed following the
discussion. Cost: $10.

One-Act Festival. 8 p.m. Workhouse Arts Center,
9601 Ox Road, Lorton. Unquiet Theatre
Company Presents: A Pair of One-Act Plays. $5-
$10.

SATURDAY/JAN. 25
Springfield Burke Relay for Life

Scrapbooking/Crafting Event. 8 a.m.- 5
p.m. West Springfield High School cafeteria,
6100 Rolling Road, Springfield. Complete your
craft projects in the New Year—photo albums,
jewelry, Valentines. Cost includes lunch, door
prizes, silent auction and shopping showcase.
Suggested donation $40 for full day, $25 for
half day. All proceeds go to the American Cancer
Society. To register contact Leslie Carlin at 703-
866-4862 or Anne Wardinski at 703-764-9687.

Making the Connection. 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Unity of Fairfax, 2854 Hunter Mill Road,
Oakton. Participants will learn how to open
themselves to higher levels of guidance,
creativity, inspiration and love. Cost $35 each
Saturday presentation – morning or afternoon.

“Heart Gifts” New Evidence of Our
Interconnectedness. 1:30-4:30 p.m. Unity of
Fairfax, 2854 Hunter Mill Road, Oakton.
Suzanne Giesemann, former Aide to the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and now
acclaimed spiritual author, will tell the gripping
story of a very special soul called “Wolf,” who in
his short time on earth, walked two worlds at
once – the physical and non-physical. His story
reveals the interconnectedness of the two worlds
and the messages he left behind are amazing
gifts to us on how to bring peace, balance and
greater love into life. Cost: $35.00 for this
afternoon session.

Annie Get Your Gun. 2 and 8 p.m. Lake
Braddock Secondary School, 9200 Burke Lake
Road, Burke. This entertaining musical tells the
fictionalized story of the life of Annie Oakley
(1860–1926), a sharpshooter who starred in
Buffalo Bill’s Wild West, and her romance with
sharpshooter Frank Butler. Tickets $10. http://
lakebraddockchorus.squarespace.com for
information and online ticket sales.

Calendar

Some members
of The Fairfax
Academy cast
rehearsing the
musical
“Cats.” Perfor-
mances begin
Jan. 24 at
Fairfax High
School.

Photo by Peggy Pridemore
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By Katlyn Babyak

S
overeign Grace Church Co-op Drama
Club will present “I Never Saw An-
other Butterfly,” a play based on real-

life stories of Jewish children and their fami-
lies living in the Terezin ghetto in Czecho-
slovakia during the Holocaust.

The junior and senior high school student
cast portrays everyday heroes like Irena
Synkova, a schoolteacher played by Ruth
Briggs.

“Her goal in life is to care for these …
children, she wants … to make them happy
… She made such a big imprint, even
though she’s a fictional character, she’s
based off of real people,” Briggs said.

The play inspires people to find good in
painful situations. Jared Okada, who plays
a rabbi, said, “The rabbis tried to keep ev-
eryone together and keep everyone’s hopes
up, even though most likely most of them
would be going to their deaths.”

Terezin operated from 1942 to 1945 as a
transit and labor camp for prisoners en
route to the Auschwitz death camp, and was
also used in Nazi propaganda. Fifteen thou-
sand people passed through, with only 100
survivors remaining by the end of the war.

Director John A. Newman said, “I knew ‘I
Never Saw Another Butterfly’ was a good

play … a powerful play, and very serious
… It certainly skews to an older audience
.…”

The drama is recommended for adults
and children 8-10 years old and up. “It’s
more about the people, not exactly the
atrocities of the Holocaust, but just what
people emotionally had to go through in the
ghettos,” said Briggs. “It’s about family and
love and relationships ... a beautiful tale of
how love lasts even with adversities and
danger everywhere.”

Playwright Celeste Raspanti based the
drama on her previous work, a collection
of children’s drawings and poems made
during their internment. Houston’s Holo-
caust Museum wrote that “we see the daily
misery of these uprooted children, as well
as their courage and optimism, their hopes

‘I Never Saw Another Butterfly’ Comes to Sovereign Grace
A theatrical tribute to
the Holocaust through
the eyes of children.

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

B
ased on the same Hans Christian
Anderson tale as the Disney
movie, “Frozen,” Robinson Sec-
ondary presents the children’s

play, “The Snow Queen.”
“Kids will like the colorful characters and

that it’s the children who save the day,” said
Director Chip Rome. “And adults and teens
will enjoy the wordplay and characteriza-
tions. It’s a fun ride.”

Putting it on is the acting and tech class,
Robinson Production Co. The cast and crew
of 32 began work in September. Students
must audition for the company; so besides
being highly motivated, said Rome,
“They’ve approached this show with ex-
traordinary enthusiasm and dedication.
They’re talented, creative and hardworking
and it’s paying off.”

When the queen insults a goblin by say-
ing he’s ugly, his revenge is to freeze her
heart and she becomes the Snow Queen.
Sister and brother Gerta and Kai hear about
her from their grandmother; and when Kai
vanishes, Gerta learns the Snow Queen stole
him, so she goes on a quest to find him.

Along the way, she meets young Prince
Eric of Lapland, who agrees to help her, as
do a crow named Cawtrina and a witch
called the Conjure Woman. But they must
battle the Snow Queen’s minions, Blue
Norther and Frostbite.

The story unfolds in the grandmother’s
house, against a snowy landscape and in
the Snow Queen’s palace, and almost ev-
eryone in the cast is also working on tech.
For example, costume head is Katherine Ide,
with help from freshman Olivia Hays who
portrays the Snow Queen.

Wearing a fur shawl, an icicle tiara and a
shattered-mirror necklace, Hays described
her character: “She’s heartbroken because
her own son was taken from her and she
can’t find him. So her mirror turns her evil,
bitter and heartless. Playing the Snow
Queen is a fun contrast because I’m peppy
and friendly in real life, so I love taking on
a villainous role. I can be larger than life,
order people around and speak harshly.”

Calling it “a fun, wintertime-themed
show,” Hays said its message is that “love
persists through everything, and everyone
is your family. Children will love it. They’ll
connect with the lovable talking animals
Gerta meets on her journey and will love
getting to know each one.”

Hays said freshmen are doing the whole
show. “It gives us real-world experience of
being part of a theater company, not just

acting, but also doing sets, makeup and all
the artistic elements,” she said. “Everyone
gets to show their talents and really shine.”

Playing Gerta – in pigtails, tights, hat and
a cape over her dress – is Isabel Min.
“Gerta’s sweet and is nice to everyone she
meets,” said Min. “She was orphaned, so
she wants all the family she can get and is
accepting of everyone. She’s caring and
brave and loves her brother, and she always
looks on the bright side.”

Having such a big part is challenging, said
Min, but it’s taught her “more about acting
– facial expressions, body movement and
reacting to other people. And as Gerta, I
meet all these hysterical characters that are
fun to be around.” She said the audience
will like the moral of how “family always
comes through. And the costumes, makeup
and lights really help the magic of the story
come alive.”

Sam Rudy portrays Prince Eric. “He’s
thoughtful and kind, goes out of his way to
help others and strives to be the best,” said
Rudy. “It’s fun having some scenes that are
all about Eric; it’s grand playing a prince
because everybody looks up to [him].”

He said children will worry that a main
character’s in trouble, but they’ll like see-
ing that the story Gerta and Kai heard from
their grandmother — about a girl trying to
save her brother — comes true.

Garrett Christian plays Kai. “He’s a lov-

ing brother and a nice guy,” said Christian.
“But when he’s under the Snow Queen’s
spell, he becomes cold-hearted, hateful and
cruel – all the things children shouldn’t be.
It’s great playing his two, different person-
alities and showing the contrast between
the evil guy and the normal one.”

Christian said the audience will like the
relationships between all the characters and
the connections Gerta makes during her
adventure. And, he added, “The effort that
went into the tech work also makes this
show.”

Portraying Cawtrina Crow – complete
with huge, black wings and white-and-black
feathers – is Maddie Dozier. “Cawtrina is
Gerta’s guardian, escorting her through the
snowy places,” said Dozier. “Gerta’s safety
is her top priority. She’s super sassy and
doesn’t let anyone tell her what to do, and
she shows her feelings by how she holds
her wings.”

Enjoying her role, Dozier said, “Cawtrina
has a New York accent and is so much her
own person that she doesn’t care what oth-
ers think about her.” Overall, she said, “The
audience will like this show’s magic; it’s
family-friendly and really heartwarming.”

The curtain rises this Friday, Jan. 24, at 7
p.m., and Saturday, Jan. 25, at 2 and 7 p.m.
Tickets are $5 in advance at the main office,
$7 at the door; $6 reserved tickets are at
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/521540.

Robinson presents
“The Snow Queen.”

‘Family-Friendly, Magical and Heartwarming’
From left: As Gerta and Kai, Isabel Min and Garrett Christian react to
their grandmother’s (Aly Waniel) story.

Enjoying a snowball fight are from, left, Elizabeth Wickham, Sam Rudy,
Isabel Min and Garrett Christian.
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and fears.” Okada said, “I think that that
adds a little more emotional depth … be-
cause it’s coming from the voice of children
who are rather innocent and they don’t re-
ally know what’s going on in the camp.”

Proceeds from ticket sales and donations
will benefit Tabitha Orphans Fund, a shared
initiative of Tabitha Evangel Ministries and
Jubilee Campaign that supports orphans
whose families suffer religious persecution
in northern Nigeria.

Performances will be held at the main au-
ditorium of Sovereign Grace Church, 5200
Ox Road, on Jan. 23-24 at 7 p.m. and Jan.
25 at 1 p.m. Tickets will be on sale each night:
$7 for adults, $5 for students. Visit
www.facebook.com/sawabutterfly; to reserve
tickets, contact Dawn Okada at 571-213-
1384 or dawn@okada.net.
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News

From Page 3

From Page 3

By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

M
embers of the Virginia Supreme Court have a New
Year’s Resolution — become more transparent.
Starting this year, members of the public will finally

have access to audio recordings of oral arguments. The record-
ings were once public, but installation of new recording equip-
ment in January 2008 changed that. Because the new micro-
phones were so powerful, justices were concerned that sidebar
conversations between justices might be audible.

“That was a lame excuse,” said Del. Dave Albo (R-42). “I’m
glad they decided to change this without the General Assembly
passing legislation to make it happen.”

As it turns out, legislation was already in the works when the
justices changed the policy. Wise County Clerk of Court Jack
Kennedy approached Del. Terry Kilgore (R-1) about introducing
legislation requiring the court to release audio recording of oral
arguments. Draft language for House Bill 1018 said audio records
of Supreme Court oral arguments “shall be made publicly avail-
able in electronic format without fee within a reasonable time
after oral arguments take place.”

“I’m a Democrat and he’s a Republican,” said Kennedy, who
lives in Kilgore’s district. “But transparency should not be a par-
tisan issue.”

THE LACK OF
TRANSPARENCY in
Virginia has been a
problem for many
years, and the com-
monwealth has re-
cently gained a repu-
tation as a place that
is hostile to open gov-
ernment. In 2012,
the State Integrity
Investigation ranked
and graded each of the 50 states on government accountability,
transparency and corruption. Virginia got an F, largely because
police agencies deny access to basic documents. This week, Rich-
mond-based Open Law Virginia issued its own state-by-state guide
comparing public availability of online documents. Virginia got
a C minus, largely because many documents and files are diffi-
cult for members of the public to access.

“Access to live and recorded oral arguments creates opportuni-
ties for civic education and public engagement,” the report con-
cludes. “And even many judges have recognized, in part based
on experience, that it is time to bring video coverage to appellate
courtrooms routinely.”

When the court’s policy of denying public access became pub-
lic last year, leaders at the Supreme Court initially decided to
defend the policy. In a written statement explaining the lack of
transparency, director of legislative and public relations for the
Office of Executive Secretary Katya Herndon said new technol-
ogy was to blame.

“The new digital recording equipment is more sensitive so that
the recordings now include any confidential comments any jus-
tice makes to another justice during the oral argument,” said
Herndon last June. “Accordingly, the recordings, which are for
the internal use of the justices, are no longer made available to
the public.”

Since that time, a number of media outlets have reported on
the lack of transparency. And legislators began drafting bills to
force the court to open up. Now, the court has decided to change
course — at least for oral arguments moving forward. Advocates
for open government say it’s a victory for the public.

“We can’t have secret courts,” said Ginger Stanley, executive
director of the Virginia Press Association. “The public has a right
to hear these audio records. That’s how democracy works.”

Virginia Supreme Court opens
audio recordings to public.

Piercing the Marble

shortfalls with expenditure reductions,” wrote Alex-
andria City Manager Rashad Young in a memoran-
dum to City Council members this month.

The concerns are larger
than retail sales. One of the
potential problems on the
horizon is transient occu-
pancy tax revenues. In Alex-
andria, for example, the ho-
tel occupancy rate fell from
76.1 percent in October
2012 to 72.4 percent in Oc-
tober 2013. In Arlington,
hotel occupancy tax rev-
enues fell 15 percent in November compared to the
previous year and 18 percent in December compared
to the previous year.

“Am I worried? Yes,” acknowledged Arlington Bud-
get Director Richard Stevenson. “But that’s what
budget directors do. We worry.”

EXPERTS WHO FOLLOW local government rev-
enues say jurisdictions are worried for two reasons.
The first is the lack of continuity on the part of the
federal government. When the shutdown was hap-
pening, nobody knew how long it would last or when
it would end. That led families to cut back their
spending habits and cast a wary eye toward the fu-
ture.

“That, obviously, is scary,” said Frank Shafroth,
director of the Center for State and Local Govern-
ment at George Mason University. “It means for a
family that you always have to leave something aside
instead of using it at a local restaurant, store or other
facility.”

A second reason for worry is that the uncertainty
is far from over. The budget agreement reached be-

tween Congress and the president is good through
September, leaving open the possibility of yet an-
other battle about bankruptcy and insolvency. That
leaves open a sense of doubt for long-term contracts

involving everything from
bridges and fighter planes to
satellite and veterans hospi-
tals.

“With the Federal Highway
Trust Fund expected to be
insolvent by next year,” said
Shafroth, “a key partner in
the regional Washington
economy is becoming an un-
certain one.”

THE NEXT FEW months will detail the extent of
the economic damage created by sequester and
shutdown. Will the numbers track with expecta-
tions? Or will they fall well below the budgets lo-
cal leaders voted for last spring? That has local
governments worried and prepared to make reduc-
tions if necessary. Then again, they also don’t want
to make spending reduction that are unnecessary
and potentially damaging.

“What you don’t what to do is make cuts that if we
recover enough we didn’t need to make,” said Laura
Triggs, finance director with the city of Alexandria.
“But by law, if it continues to be low then yes I have
to cut back on expenditures.”

Part of the problem is revenue growth not meet-
ing expectations. Even if local governments see an
increase in revenue from sales tax revenue, failure
to meet expectations could spell trouble for balanc-
ing the books in the current fiscal year. And that
means even more headaches for trying to predict the
future in fiscal year 2015.

“Normally our sales tax is increasing at a
larger extent than it is right now,” said Wilds.

Sales Tax Error Inflates Revenue

Bulova Talks Budget in Address
this year’s General Assembly session.

“This is our education year, our number one ask
and priority from legislators is to get the full fund-
ing of $33 million,”
Bulova said.

Although Fairfax
County is not facing the
“doomsday budgets” of
the mid-1990s, a pro-
jected budget shortfall of
$25 million this fiscal
year, coupled with the ac-
celerating growth and fi-
nancial needs of Fairfax
County Public Schools
will present the Board of
Supervisors with choices
and challenges.

“Once again, it will not
be an easy budget year,”
Bulova said. “Actions or
lack of action at the fed-
eral level has impacted commercial and sales tax rev-
enue, making it more difficult for the county to re-
cover from the downturn.”

Bulova said the county’s advertised budget for fis-
cal year 2015 will be released for public comment

next month. The county will host a number of public
hearings, community forums and town meetings to
give residents the opportunity to ask questions and
make suggestions. In late April, the board officially
adopts the budget.

“Every budget
tells a story,”
Bulova said.
“We’ll look for
efficiencies and
savings and op-
portunity for
savings, but it
won’t be easy.
The low-hanging
fruit has already
been picked.”

In spite of the
c h a l l e n g e s ,
Bulova said she
believes the
board has consis-
tently been able
to strike a bal-

ance that has kept taxes affordable while delivering
high quality services to residents.

“We remain committed to work with the commu-
nity to maintain excellence in the face of our chal-
lenges,” she said.

“Recently, the department has
established the chief’s Council on
Diversity Recruiting. This council
provides the agency engagement
with leaders from culturally
diverse communities to assist us
in developing innovative
recruitment opportunities.”

— Police Chief Edwin Roessler

“I’m glad they decided
to change this without
the General Assembly
passing legislation to
make it happen.”

— Del. Dave Albo (R-42)

“Am I worried? Yes, but
that’s what budget
directors do. We worry.”

— Arlington Budget Director
 Richard Stevenson
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Interior, 
Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Floors, Ceramic Tile, 

Painting, Decks, 
Fences, Additions.
703-863-1086

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Winter Savings...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

EmploymentEmployment

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST
Busy internal medicine office in 

Burke needs part time front desk 
staff.  Must be able to multi-task.   

Experience preferred.  
Email resume to 

patriciabounds@hotmail.com

Learn a Trade at Mount Vernon
Now hiring part-time/seasonal staff

to work as Historic Trades Interpreters
At George Washington’s Gristmill, Distillery,

Pioneer Farm & Blacksmith Shop
Help tell the story of George Washington

the entrepreneur
Prior interpretive experience preferred

Please contact Steve Bashore,
Manager of Historic Trades

At 703-799-6805 or by e-mail
sbashore@mountvernon.org

Do you Care with a
Commitment to Quality?
Spring Hills Home Care Services Virginia

is NOW HIRING Personal Care Aides.
For Immediate Consideration please
call 703-799-0022 or send an email

to rmajeed@spring-hills.net

Saturday, February 1 at 9:00 A.M.
Presentation begins at 9:20

Learn more about teaching at our school and
finding jobs in private schools. We welcome

teachers of diverse backgrounds and experiences.
Register online: www.sssas.org/educator
1000 St. Stephen’s Rd., Alexandria, VA 22304

703-212-2284

is hosting an

EDUCATOR OPEN HOUSE

Valentine's Day

Floral Drivers Wanted!
Earn up to $250 per day.  February 13 and 
14.  Call (703) 978-3700 for more info.
or stop by at 9579 Braddock Rd., Fairfax, 
VA 22032

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

If tomorrow were never to come, 
it would not be worth living today.

-Dagobert Runes
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Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
ClassifiedClassified

COMMERCIAL SPACE 

AVAILABLE

LOCATED AT THE CORNER OF SHIRLEY 

GATE AND LEE HWY, AWESOME 

VISIBLITY AND ONLY 1 MILE FROM 

BOTH ROUTES 50 AND 66.

1000SQFT WITH 2 OFFICES, RESTROOM 

AND LARGE BAY, CALL OR STOP IN 

TODAY… 703-352-8840 EXT 2

12 Commercial Lease 12 Commercial Lease

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF CLIFTON
FEBRUARY 4, 2014

Notice is hereby given that the Town of Clifton Town Council 
and Planning Commission will hold a joint Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, February 4, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the Clifton Com-
munity Hall, 12641 Chapel Road, Clifton, Virginia. The purpose 
is to consider amendment and revision of the Signs regulations 
within the Zoning Ordinance, found in Chapter 9, Article 2 Gen-
eral Regulations, Section 9-14 of the Code of Town of Clifton, 
Virginia.  

The proposed revision is available for review on the Town web-
site at http://clifton-va.com/TownCode.pdf under the Town 
Council/Legislation drop-down menu.   A hard copy may be ex-
amined at the Clifton Post Office, 12644 Chapel Road, Clifton, 
Virginia.  All interested parties are encouraged to attend the 
Public Hearing to  express their views with respect to the pro-
posed amendment  and revision of the Signs section of the 
Zoning Ordinance.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Exclusive wine Imports, LLC 
trading as Exclusive Wine Im-
ports, 7361 D Lockport Place, 
Lorton, VA 22079. The above 
establishment  is applying to 
the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL(ABC) for a Wine 
Importer and Wholesale wine 
license to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. James 
Ungerleider, sole member.
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

Sports

Lake Braddock Boys’
Basketball to Face Woodson

The Lake Braddock boys’ basketball team dropped to 10-3 with a 99-86 loss to Herndon
on Jan. 18, but the Bruins will soon get another crack at one of the top teams in the
region.

Lake Braddock hosts Woodson at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 23 in a game that was
originally scheduled for Tuesday, but postponed due to inclement weather. Woodson is
11-3, has won seven in a row and 10 of its last 11.

“It’s definitely a huge game for us,” Lake Braddock senior Will Gregorits said. “Woodson
has had some great teams in the past and they have one this year … We’ll be surprised if
we don’t’ see them [in the conference tournament].”

Gregorits, a 6-foot-7 forward, is averaging 15 points per game for the defending Patriot
District champions.

The Bruins had won five of six before falling to Herndon — a team Gregorits said he
could see Lake Braddock facing in the postseason.

“They are the best team we’ve played so far this year,” he said. “To be honest, they are
one of the best teams I’ve played my whole high school career.”

Herndon is 11-2.
— Jon Roetman

Lake Braddock Girls’ Basketball Wins 5 of 7
After a 2-4 start, during which sev-

eral players missed time due to injury,
the Lake Braddock girls’ basketball team
has won five of its last seven games and
regained a winning record.

The Bruins defeated Herndon 85-39
on Jan 18 and improved to 7-6, putting
them above .500 for the first time since
the team was 2-1 after beating Lee on
Dec. 13.

During the season, Aryn Burrage (12
stitches in lip), Hermela Arcudi (con-
cussion), Caitlyn Mandela (ankle),
Marsha (hip) and point guard Betsy
Gallier are among the Bruins who suf-
fered injuries.

“I think early in the season we had a
lot of girls that were injured,” head
coach John Giannelli said. “Right after
the tryouts, we picked a team and I had
to take two or three of the JV girls just
so I could run a practice.”

Lake Braddock defeated Annandale
41-33 on Jan. 10. After losing to T.C.
Williams, the Bruins beat South County
45-42 on Jan. 17.

Giannelli said the loss of 6-foot-4
Natalie Butler, who averaged 26.2
points, 17.8 rebounds and 10.1 blocks
per game as a senior last year and now
plays for Georgetown, has made for a
challenging year. The Bruins have responded with a balanced scoring attack, including
several games where each player on the team scored.

Christine McGrath is Lake Braddock’s leading scorer at 10 points per game. Marcia
Altman is averaging eight points per contest, Caroline Jones is averaging seven and
Mandela six.

“Anybody on the team,” Giannelli said, “can be the leading scorer on any given night.”
Lake Braddock will host Woodson at 5:45 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 24.

— Jon Roetman

Robinson Names New Head Football Coach
Robinson Secondary School recently announced Scott Vossler as the Rams’ new head

football coach.
Vossler spent last season as associate head coach at Robinson under Dan Meier, who

agreed to coach the Rams on an interim basis for one season. Vossler is a social studies
teacher at the middle school and has been part of the football program for three years.

Vossler was a four-year letterman at the University of Dayton, earning all-league hon-
ors as a defensive lineman in 2007 and 2008. He was team captain and defensive player
of the year in 2008.

Robinson finished 8-4 under Meier last season, including a victory over Patriot in the
opening round of the 6A North regional playoffs. In two seasons prior, Robinson finished
a combined 9-13 under head coach Trey Taylor.

Lake Braddock senior captain
Marcia Altman attempts a pe-
rimeter shot against Herndon
on Jan. 18.
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You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.
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BUZZ & COURTNEY
JORDAN
Your Local Father/Daughter Team!

703-503-1866 or 703-503-1835
TheJordanTeam@longandfoster.com
www.TheJordanTeam.com

Sheila Adams
703-503-1895

Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club

Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

Access the Realtors Multiple Listing Service: Go to www.searchvirginia.listingbook.com

# 1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

JUDY SEMLER
703-503-1885

judys@longandfoster.com
www.JudysHomeTeam.com

DAVID & VIRGINIA
Associate Brokers

www.BillupsTeam.com
703-690-1795

Catie, Steve & Associates
Direct: 703-278-9313

Cell: 703-362-2591
NVAR Top Producers

Multi-Million Dollar Sales Club

KIM MCCLARY
703-929-8425

kimm@lnf.com
Life Member NVAR Top Producers

DIANE SUNDT
703-615-4626

Search for homes on my Website at
DianeSundt.LNF.com

Jen & John Boyce
703-425-JOHN (5646)
jennifer.boyce@longandfoster.com

www.425JOHN.com

Springfield  $629,900
COMING SOON!

Gorgeous 4 BR/2.5 BA ASPEN model on almost a half-acre lot! Hardwood
floors. Fabulous gourmet Kitchen with a center island. Updated Bathrooms.
Finished basement. Fantastic neighborhood and schools. Won’t last long.

Call Diane at 703-615-4626.

View more photos at www.hermandorfer.com

Burke Centre – $675,000
Great details throughout, landscaped cul-de-sac location

Burke Centre – $675,000
Terrific Kit addition, screened-in porch, on cul-de-sac

Burke $539,000
Beautiful home in
Cardinal Glen *
Marble entry foyer
w/dual staircase *
Gleaming wood floors
* Updated kitchen
w/cherry cabinets,
corian counters, new
SS appliances *

Remodeled bathrooms * 25 x 12 Florida rm opens to large
deck * Master bedroom with walk-in closet & master bath
with double vanities & air jet tub also opens to deck *
Spacious family room with brick hearth gas fireplace opens to
patio in fenced back yard.

Call Judy 703-503-1885.

Springfield $324,900
All brick end townhome with fenced back yard * 3 finished levels
* 3 bedrms & 2.5 baths * Large eat-in kitchen with granite count-
ers * New paint & carpet * 2 assigned parking spaces.

Call Judy 703-503-1885.

Springfield
$405,000

AMAZING
Southrun
townhome
backing to
woods!
Features 3
level bump out
extension,
gleaming hard-

wood floors, granite countertops. Master bedroom suite w/ sit-
ting room, vaulted ceilings, walk in closet, lux bath with dual
sinks and sep tub. Washer and dryer on UPPER level. 2 gas
fireplaces. Deck and brick patio backing to private woods.
Call Catie & Steve to see it today!

West Springfield Mid $500’s
COMING SOON!

Sensational 3 level colonial with
garage in sought-after Orange
Hunt. Gorgeous sunroom addi-
tion overlooks treed vista.
Call Kim for a private tour!

Springfield  $2300
Commercial Office Space

Convenient office space for rent in the Springfield Professional
Office Park. 3 large offices with reception area. Freshly
painted/new carpeting/plenty of parking/immediate occupancy.

Call Buzz Jordan 703-850-4501

JOYCE WADLE
Associate Broker/Realtor

Military Relocation Specialist and Fine Homes Professional
joyce.wadle@longandfoster.com

703-403-3058

Fairfax $1,395
per month

Condo with
Garage! Absolutely
sensational 1 BR, 1
BA Condo in
sought-after Legato
Corner—a gated
community that
offers spectacular

amenities! This stunning unit offers almost 800 square feet of lux-
ury living space with a truly rare feature—a private garage! The
location is unrivaled….close to I-66, Rt. 50, Rt. 29, Fairfax County
Parkway, Fair Oaks Mall, Fairfax Corner, Wegman’s—the list is
endless! Don’t miss this one-of-a-kind offering!
Call Kim McClary on 703-929-8425 for a private tour.

Lorton  $675,000
Immaculate, Light & Open. 4BRs, 3.5BAs on 0.53 Private Acres.
Almost 3,700 Finished Sq Ft. Luxury Master Bedroom Suite.
Fully Finished Walkout Basement. NO HOA!! Secluded, but close
to shopping, dining, entertainment & commuter routes.

SELLING IN 2014?
CALL SHEILA!

Sheila’s office is right here on Burke
Centre Pkwy. I am your Neighbor, I have
been marketing the Burke/Fairfax area for
over 35+ years. Sheila’s skills, marketing
techniques and experience are top notch.
Want the best, call Sheila. 703-503-1895 or
sheila.adams@lnf.com

With a reputation of real estate expertise, negotiating power,
integrity and passion for personal service

Joyce is the one for all your real estate needs.
She helps families everyday relocate all over the country.

Call her today and she will help you find the perfect home!!
703-403-3058

joyce.wadle@longandfoster.com


