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F
or the first time, the National Capital Tartan Day Commit-
tee (NCTDC) hosted the annual Tartan Day festival at
Waterfront Park on Saturday, April 5. Visitors to the park

were treated to clan displays and vendors of Scottish merchandise
along with pipers, fiddlers and dancers. The local chapter of the
Scottish American Military Society (SAMS), partnered with
NCTDC on this event. Ralph Wallace (of SAMS as well as of
NCTDC) took the lead this year on organizing the festival, with
assistance from James Morrison and Douglas Brooks.

Tartan Day Festival in Old Town

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette Packet

Musicians with the Alexandria Pipes and Drums tune their instruments and play at
the foot of King Street on Saturday afternoon.

Chris Lindsay begins a set
with the Devil’s Tailors at
the Tartan Day festival.

Members of the Clan
Henderson Society
gather at the annual
Tartan Day festival in
Alexandria: Russ, Sandy
and Mark Henderson,
Kim Lamb, Pat and Rex
Maddox and Helene
O’Connor.

Chelle Fulk
tunes her fiddle

before the
Devil’s Tailors
performance.

See Proposal,  Page 30

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

O
ne of City Manager
Rashad Young’s
budget proposals
has created a

firestorm at City Hall, where coun-
cil members are considering a plan
that would move Engine 204 from
the city’s Powhatan Park head-
quarters on Second Street to the
newly created fire station in the
5200 block of Eisenhower Avenue.
City leaders say the proposal
would not close Station 204, al-
though it would leave it with only
a ladder truck and emergency

medical staff.
“Relocating Engine 204 permits

the city to better balance fire ap-
paratus throughout the city re-
sponse area and to improve fire
response capabilities to those ar-
eas where calls for service are most
prevalent,” wrote Young in a
memorandum explaining the pro-
posal.

But residents are concerned
their health and safety would be
put at risk.

“There’s a great deal of concern
about this, especially considering
a lot more development down here

Proposal would save $2.2 million by
moving Engine 204 to the West End.

Budget Firestorm

See Seniors,  Page 30

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

C
losing the budget gap
this year could mean
putting the squeeze on

seniors, reducing a tax relief pro-
gram that helps seniors pay real-
estate taxes and elimination of
the Senior Taxi program that
helps them get to doctors ap-
pointments.  City Manager
Rashad Young’s budget included
both of those proposals, creating
a pushback among people to ad-
vocate on behalf of the elderly.

Perhaps the most controversial

proposal is the reduction in tax
relief for seniors and people with
disabilities. Young’s proposal
would save $1.3 million by cut-
ting the program from $3.3 mil-
lion to $2 million, a 40 percent
reduction in a program aimed at
helping some of the city’s most
vulnerable residents. To accom-
plish the reduction, city leaders
plan to deny tax relief to those
who have assets worth more than
$500,000. Critics say that would
create problems for many people
in a city where the average assess-

Is Alexandria about to balance the
budget on the backs of seniors?

Leveraging the
Golden Years
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Endless Summer
Ever since members of the Alexandria City Council approved last year’s

budget, the fate of the Warwick Pool has been up in the air. The city man-
ager suggested closing the pool last year, although council members scraped
together enough money to keep it open last summer. Now council mem-
bers have once again approved another summer at Warwick Pool, scrap-
ing together $75,000 to keep the pool open again this summer.

“Summer is upon us. The flowers are starting to bloom, and people are
thrilled that winter has gone,” said Vice Mayor Allison Silberberg. “I’m
definitely in favor of doing anything we can to open it on time for this
summer.”

The pool was originally constructed in 1958 and was transferred to the
city by Warwick Investors in 1978. The 25-year pool features a diving
well, a separate wading pool, a bathhouse and a community room. One
consultant’s study suggested that the pool be converted to a seasonal
sprayground with a new year-round community building for $2.45 mil-
lion. But many neighborhood residents say they would like to see the pool
renovated for future use. City officials say bringing the pool up to current
aquatic standards would require about $800,000.

“There are clearly trade-offs,” said Councilman Paul Smedberg. “This
potentially means something in the West End gets cut off.”

Keeping the pool open for the summers of 2015 and 2016 would re-
quire an additional $48,000. But council members can tread that water
later. For now, elected officials will be sailing into uncharted territory —
trying to figure out an aquatics plan for the city that will keep residents in
all parts of the city awash in recreational pools. Do they want to renovate
the existing pool, create a sprayground or go in some other direction?

“We need to come to some kind of resolution on this,” said Mayor Bill
Euille.

Are You an Eco-Citizen?
This Earth Day, city officials want Alexandria residents to look at them-

selves in the mirror and ask a question: “Are Your an Eco-Citizen?” That’s
the theme of this year’s Earth Day celebration, which is scheduled for
April 26.

“That was our way of engaging everybody in the city,” said Jennifer
Hovis, chairwoman of the Earth Day Planning Committee.

The centerpiece of the celebration will be the upcycling showcase, where
Alexandria City Public Schools students will interpret their ideas about
Earth Day through literature, fashion, visual arts and performing arts.
That will feature clothing made of recycled materials.

“We have about 50 exhibiters this year, about a dozen of whom are
brand new to the event,” said Hovis. “So we keep attracting new people
every year.”

Councilman Justin Wilson said he was particularly pleased that the school
system has taken such a strong interest in Earth Day and in environmental
sustainability. After presenting a proclamation about Earth Day, Wilson
explained that his household has benefited from the school system’s focus
on ways families can become more green.

“My son comes home every day to lecture me about something he’s
picked up at school that we should be doing at home,” said Wilson. “So
we do a great job educating our families via the kids.”

Frozen Assets
The numbers for the holiday season are in, and they’re not jolly. Alexan-

dria Chief Financial Officer Laura Triggs says the retail sales tax revenues
for December show a 2 percent decline compared to the previous year.
She added that January recovered a little bit, and the receipts for Febru-
ary will not be available until later this month.

“If you think about what February looked like, we’re not expecting any
particularly good news,” said Triggs. “It snowed, and we had a lot of people
staying home from a sales tax perspective.” City streets were not the only
thing covered in snow this year. City records show the admissions tax is
down 13 percent compared to last year. That’s a loss of about $80,000.
Budget officials say one reason for the decline is the popularity of “Les
Miserables.” Moviegoers flocked to the theaters to see it and a number of
other popular movies last year. By comparison, this year’s admissions tax
receipts are nothing to sing about. “This is partly due to a strong movie
season that resulted in high box office receipts during fall of 2012,” wrote
City Manager Rashad Young, “and is probably also related to the cold and
snowy weather in recent months which kept potential moviegoers at home.”

— Michael Lee Pope

Council Notebook News

Alexandria Towncrier Ben Fiore-Walker announces the launch of the newest
water taxi service from Alexandria to the National Mall on Friday morning,
April 4, at the City Dock. To Fiore-Walker’s right are owner and CEO of the
Potomac Riverboat Company Willem Polak and Alexandria Convention &
Visitors Association President and CEO Patricia Washington.

New Water Taxi Service Launched
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T
he Potomac Riverboat Co. offers all-
new water taxi services from Old
Town Alexandria directly to the Na-

tional Mall in Washington, D.C. Beginning
April 4,  passengers can board the Miss Sophie
for a 30-minute cruise, departing from the
Alexandria City Marina and docking at the
Potomac River side of the National Mall near
the intersection of West Basin and Ohio Drive,
steps from the Martin Luther King, Jr. Me-
morial, Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial,
the Tidal Basin and a Capital Bikeshare sta-

tion. Tickets are $28 round-trip or $14 one-
way for adults; children are $16 round-trip
or $8 one-way.
The new water taxi joins Potomac Riverboat
Co.’s existing cruises which include
Georgetown and National Harbor water taxis,
the Washington Monuments Cruise, Mount
Vernon Cruise, Baseball Boat to Washington
Nationals games and dog-friendly Canine
Cruise. For more information visit
www.potomacriverboatco.com or call 703-
684-0580

See Proposal,  Page 5

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

C
ity officials say extending the hours of
parking meters from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
in Old Town and Carlyle will generate

about half a mil-
lion dollars ev-
ery year and
help create
some turnover
in parking
spaces. But crit-
ics say the bud-
get proposal
could harm
businesses who
want customers
to linger after
dinner and
make a few purchases.

“We need to be doing everything we can to

help our businesses,” said Vice Mayor Allison
Silberberg. “And my impression from talking to
business owners is that this will hurt business.”

At issue is a budget proposal by City Manager
Rashad Young that would raise about $500,000
in new revenues from the extended hours. Young
also estimates an additional $200,000 in park-
ing fines in the upcoming year. Transportation
and Environmental Services Director Rich Baier
said extending the hours would help drive mo-
torists seeking a long-term parking spot into a
garage instead of hogging up an on-street spot.

“One of our goals is to turn those spaces over
for shorter-term
people on-street and
longer-term in the ga-
rages,” said Baier.
“And one of the ways
to do that is to extend
the meter hours until
a little bit later at
night.”

THE EFFORT to ex-
tend hours for park-
ing meters dates back

to 2010, when the Old Town Area Parking Study
recommended that the city extend on-street

A Metered Debate

Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Should parking meter
hours be extended from
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.?

“We need to be doing everything
we can to help our businesses.
And my impression from talking
to business owners is that this
will hurt business.”

— Vice Mayor Allison Silberberg
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Springfield $458,000
9439 Park Hunt Court. Beautiful, large, fully renovated all
brick 3 bedroom, 4 bathroom town house in close-in,
convenient Orange Hunt Square – Just off the Fairfax County
Parkway. New Kitchen, baths, paint, tiles and refinished
hardwood floors. Near South Run Park, shopping center and
minutes to Springfield Metro.

Mike Downie 703-360-3189

Alexandria Rental $2,300
400 Madison Street #1110. 1 bedroom, 1.5 baths. Updated
bathrooms and kitchen. Furnished: $2,300/Unfurnished:
$2,200. Southern exposure, 45-foot balcony, grills allowed.
Rooftop pool, party room, 24 hour concierge, assigned
garage parking. Available April 8.

Lib Willey 703-362-7206

Old Town $599,000
710 Wilkes St. Charming
all-brick TH in the heart
of Old Town. Newly
remodeled kitchen,
hardwood floors on main
level, with wood-burning
FP and half bath. New
carpet on 2nd level. Two
bedrooms—each with
its own bath and large
California-type closets,
large attic. Brick patio
leads to private parking
space. A unique Old Town
offering.

Nancie Williams
703-608-6959

Alexandria
$459,900

111 Ingle Place. 3-level
garage end unit town
home. Hardwood floors;
gourmet kitchen has
granite and stainless
appliances. Patio, deck
& fenced yard. 2 bay
windows, open views
of neighborhood. 3
bedrooms, 2.5 baths.
Close to Old Town shops
and restaurants. Easy
commute to D.C., Ft.
Belvoir, Pentagon &
National Harbor.

Mary Smith
703-626-9207

Georgetown Rental $2,700
2500 Q Street NW #448. Updated condo! 1 BR, 1 BA. Open
floor plan. 1,000 sq. ft. Gorgeous kit. Granite. Parquet flr. WICs.
Freshly painted. Rooftop deck. Tons of storage. All Util incld.
Close to Dupont, Metro & Rock Creek Park. Exercise Rm.
Garage Parking Avail.

Sandy McConville 703-402-1567

Alexandria $449,900
8520 Highland Lane. New construction top-quality single
family home. 1,760 square feet with screened porch, two-
car garage and gourmet kitchen with granite and stainless
appliances. 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, hardwood and much
more. Mary Smith 703-626-9207

Alexandria $ 599,500
5747 Governors Pond Circle. Dramatic Fenwicke
model w/gourmet kitchen, hardwood floors & a great
view. Soaring 13-ft. ceiling in the Liv Rm with French
doors flanked on either side by floor-to-ceiling Palladian
windows. Bob Bazzle 703-599-8964

Alexandria  $725,000
8801 Black Alder Dr. Located Next to Mount Vernon Golf Course on non-
thru street/Mins. To Mount Vernon, Ft Belvoir. Full Front Porch/Private Pool/2
Level Deck/Sprinkler System/Whole House Generator/Freshly Painted/New
roof w/vent & “clog free gutters/New HVAC sys/Updated Kitchen/3 updated
baths/Master Sitting Room can convert to 4th BR/Laundry on BR Level/See
List at Home w/complete List of Upgrades and Conveyance.
Dave Ingram 703 380-9264•Debbie Ingram 703 380-8966

Alexandria
$599,000

6311 Chaucer Lane.
This 4-level, 3,400 sq. ft.
former model town
house has it all. Unique
features include an
elevator, all 3 bedrooms
have baths, huge family
room with wet bar, 2 gas
fireplaces, office/hobby
room and storage galore.
French and sliding glass
doors open to quiet patio
and so much more!

Nancie Williams
703-608-6959

Alexandria $990,000
8271 Media Street. Must See! Stunning, new construction in
Sunny View area of Alexandria. 6 Bedrooms, 5.5 Baths, 5,200
sq feet of living space. Huge 3rd level bonus room with Media
suite built in. 2 master bdrms; gourmet kitchen, all state-of-the-
art with granite and KitchenAid. Lovely neighborhood. Short
distance to Mount Vernon High School and G.W. Pkwy.

Leslie Atkinson 703-967-1471

Alexandria $218,800
6019 D Curtier Drive. BARGAIN PRICE. This is completely
renovated and updated…PLUS…it is at a bargain price. Seller’s
loss is your gain. NEW kitchen including cabinets, granite and
appls. NEW heat and AC system. New bath. New floors. AND only
1 mile to Springfield Metro. No steps to front door. 2 BR, 1 BA.

Julie Hall 703-786-3634

Alexandria $585,000
6510 Cygnet Drive. PARADISE. This home not only has
updates, gleaming floors and tons of space, but it also
has a luscious yard and on a cul-de-sac. 4 bedrooms,
3 baths and off-street parking. Lots to brag about!

Julie Hall 703-786-3634

JUST LISTED!

NEW LISTING!

JUST LISTED! NEW LISTING • OPEN SUNDAY

OPEN SUNDAY

A MUST-SEE!
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Proposal Would Extend Meter Hours
From Page 3

Should the hours of this parking meter be extended from
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.?

parking meter hours of operation into the
evening. The study, which was prepared by
consultant Kimley-Horn and Associates, said
freeing up on-street parking in the evenings
was more attractive than paying for off-
street parking.

“Extending the meter hours will improve
off-street parking utilization,” the study
concluded. “This modification also has the
potential to reduce the attractiveness of
curb parking in high demand areas for em-
ployees and business owners.”

Current parking meter rates in Old Town
are $1.75 an hour between 8 a.m. and 7
p.m. In Carlyle, the parking meter hours end
at 5 p.m. and there are no hours on Satur-
day and Sunday. The proposal would ex-
tend the hours to 9 p.m. in both locations
and add Saturday parking meter hours in
Carlyle. Baier said that many people look
for empty spaces toward the end of the des-
ignated meter hours in an effort to position
themselves for the rest of the night.

“They pull in there. They pay for part of
an hour, and then they’re there for the rest
of the night,” said Baier. “That’s consuming
parking that really should be turning over.”

THE KING STREET Retail Strategy Study
found that the average stay along the main
commercial corridor to be about an hour

and a half. As a result, Baier said,
city leaders feel it’s important that
diners seeking a parking spot to eat
dinner are not crowded out by mo-
torists who have positioned them-
selves to park the rest of the night
for free.

“It just is not a very good use of a
very expensive asset,” said Baier.
“We want people who are parking
for three or four hours to park off
the street.”

Mayor Bill Euille said he’s heard
from one particular business owner
in Carlyle who calls him several
times a month to complain about
inadequate parking. He said he
hopes adding Saturday parking
hours in Carlyle will prevent people
from monopolizing spaces all week-
end.

“That should help the problem a
lot of businesses over there are hav-
ing,” said Euille.
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ARHA Adopts
Non-Smoking Policy

The Board of Commissioners of the Alexandria Re-
development and Housing Authority (ARHA) unani-
mously approved a resolution calling for a Non-Smok-
ing Policy for all ARHA residents at its meeting last
month. When fully implemented in late Spring 2015,
the new policy will cover approximately 3,000 resi-
dents.

Results of a survey of smoking prevalence and atti-
tudes on smoking at ARHA indicate that approximately
33 percent of adult residents are smokers. This is con-
sistent with rates reported by a few other housing au-
thorities, but higher than the 19-21 percent rate of
adult smoking among those who do not live in af-
fordable housing.

More than 430 housing authorities nationwide have
adopted smoke free policies of one kind or another.
ARHA’s action makes it only the third housing author-
ity in the Commonwealth of Virginia to take such ac-
tion — Portsmouth and Chesapeake are the other two
— and the first in Northern Virginia to do so.

Efforts are underway — supported by a grant from
the Alexandria City Council — to provide affordable,
comprehensive smoking cessation services to ARHA
residents.  Services include:

❖ Free group cessation counseling classes
❖ Access to a primary care provider who can assess

their smoking behavior
❖ Referral for individual behavioral health counse-

lors, and
prescribe FDA-approved therapies and medications

where appropriate.
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By Mary Anne Weber

T
he two volunteer positions not-
for-profits find hardest to fill are
those of recording secretary and
treasurer so it is not surprising

that once ALIVE! (Alexandrians InVolved
Ecumenically!) tapped Richard Glassco for
the position of treasurer, he has remained
in the position for 23 years. During that time
ALIVE!, which was founded in 1969, has
grown from an all-volunteer organization
to one with volunteers from about 40 faith
communities, a $1.3 million budget and
about 14 employees.

It is a complex operation and Glassco has
broken the budget into three fully-devel-
oped components. The child development
center at First Christian Church is a pre-
school program for low income parents who
pay on a sliding scale fee. The ALIVE! Shel-
ter for homeless women and children pro-
vides housing for longer periods than at a
regular shelter. The Family Assistance divi-
sion provides monetary assistance for medi-
cine, rent and utility payments as well as
emergency food deliveries and the last Sat-
urday of the month program which distrib-
utes food from three sites. In addition, the
organization collects furniture and
housewares for people in need.

He is proud of the fact that they keep
administrative costs low. As part of his work
as treasurer he writes all the checks to land-
lords, utility companies, medical providers
and providers of services to various ALIVE!
programs. He also acts as bookkeeper, re-
cording all income and expenses by pro-
gram and category. He makes quarterly re-
ports in all three areas and comes up with
an annual budget, “a big deal,” he said. His
wife Sarah noted that he gives these reports
in a way people can understand and added
that the amount of work involved has grown
tremendously over the 23 years.

GLASSCO GREW UP vol-
unteering. His father was a
Presbyterian minister in
Ohio and from childhood
he was involved in church
works and in scouting, be-
coming an Eagle Scout
which “makes a big deal of
service projects,” he said.
After he graduated from
college in 1976, he moved
to Alexandria, where his parents had al-
ready moved, and joined Immanuel Church-
on-the-Hill, where he has been a member
for 34 years. Immanuel was one of the origi-
nal founding churches for ALIVE! and he
was recruited by activist Danie Bradford to
join ALIVE! as church representative. He

later became vice president and president
before taking on the role of treasurer.

“I am not intimidated by dealing with
numbers,” he said. “I can be really useful,”
whether that usefulness is setting up more
and more sophisticated spreadsheets on the
computer “a natural for me” or planning
budgets of over $1.3 million a year.

He has been just as active at Immanuel
Church-on-the-Hill as a vestry member in
charge of worship, a choir member for 30
years, a Sunday School teacher and a fre-
quent worker at Immanuel’s famous yearly
pumpkin patch.

His membership in choir was a natural
choice because he has been
singing all his life and learning
a variety of musical instru-
ments. He started with piano
and took up clarinet, tenor sax,
the Celtic harp, recorders and
dabbled with the bagpipe.

HE AND HIS WIFE Sarah met
at a Scottish Country Dancing
group in Alexandria where he

discovered she was as interested in music
as he and said “we enjoy making music to-
gether.” They got married in St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church in Alexandria in 1980 and
there was Scottish country dancing at their
wedding. His interest in Scottish dancing
began when he saw a demonstration at the

Virginia Scottish Games which also encour-
aged his interest in the Celtic Harp.

His love of mathematics from childhood
led to his career with computers, his in-
volvement with ALIVE! as treasurer, and
also his mentoring of children sharing both
his love of numbers and his skills. His em-
ployer, Noblis believes in community in-
volvement and supports the Higher Achieve-
ment program, so Glassco volunteered to
work as a math mentor with students every
Monday night at Hammond Middle School.
He tutors two to four students at a time and
finds it encouraging to see students all the
way through the program.

He and his wife Sarah moved
to the Seminary Valley in 1984
where they brought up three
daughters which led both of
them to get involved in the world
of children. He became chair of
the T.C. Williams Band Boosters
and chair of the T.C. Williams
Drama Boosters. His interest in
music led him to be a chorus
member of the Washington
Christmas Revels in 2009, 2011
and 2012 and a cast member of
the Gospel of Mary in 2009.

Where does he find the time
to hold down a demanding job
and do all this? “I watch zero
television,” he said chuckling.
“Zero sports which leaves me out
of the conversation.” In a more
serious vein, he said he has had
a hard time saying no and that
he has “never known another
way of getting along.”

And he even finds time to just
relax, canoeing and kayaking at
Dykes Marsh near the Belle Ha-
ven Marina, on Cameron Run
and Hunting Creek, along with
other nearby bodies of water.

WHILE GLASSCO believes his
faith inspires his volunteering, he
also believes in getting involved
in local politics which he feels is
very consistent with the idea of
service and working with the
community. His political involve-
ment grew out of his conviction

and is another way of helping people.
“I believe the party I support is much bet-

ter for poor people,” he said, leading to his
involvement in voter registration drives and
canvassing for the recent gubernatorial race
and the past two presidential races.

Glassco will continue to donate his time
and considerable talents in various ways
throughout the Alexandria community he
is committed to making a better place to
live and thrive. Whether he is balancing the
books for ALIVE!, singing in the church
choir or teaching middle schoolers the joys
of mathematics, he will be making a differ-
ence.

A Head for Numbers, a Heart for People
Living Legends

For Richard Allyn
“Rick” Glassco,
volunteering
started early.

Richard Allyn “Rick” Glassco’s love of mathematics led to his career
with computers, his involvement with ALIVE! as treasurer, and his
mentoring of children sharing both his love of numbers and his skills.
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“I am not
intimidated by
dealing with
numbers.”

— Richard Glassco

Living Legends: The 2014 Project
Living Legends of Alexandria is an ongoing 501(c)(3) photo-documentary project

to identify, honor and chronicle the people making current history in Alexandria.
The project was conceived in 2006 to create an enduring artistic record of the

people whose vision and dedication make a positive, tangible difference to the
quality of life in Alexandria.

Platinum and Gold sponsors this year are the Alexandria Commission for the
Arts, Alexandria Toyota, Club Managers Association of America , Goodwin House,
Inc., Gregg & Monica Murphy on behalf of Senior Services of Alexandria, Linda
Hafer and Nina Tisara.

This is one of a series of profiles that will appear this year.
For information, to volunteer, become a sponsor or nominate a future Legend,

visit www.AlexandriaLegends.com or contact Legends@AlexandriaLegends.com.
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News

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

A
lexandria has the lowest
rates of smoking in North-
ern Virginia, but it also has
the highest rates of exces-

sive drinking. Fairfax City has the
highest rates of physical inactivity, al-
though Fairfax County enjoys one of
the lowest rates of premature death.
Manassas City has the highest rates
of sexually transmitted diseases in
Northern Virginia. Arlington County
has the highest rates of physical ac-
tivity and therefore the lowest rates
of obesity.

These are some of the findings of
the County Health Rankings and
Roadmaps program, a collaboration
between the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation and the University of
Wisconsin Population Health Insti-
tute.

“This is an annual checkup of your
community’s health,” said Julie

Willems Van Dijk, deputy director of
County Health Roadmaps at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin. “It’s a way to think about
what we can do collectively to improve
these areas.”

The annual rankings measure everything
from high-school graduation rates and obe-
sity to smoking and unemployment. The
goal is to reveal a snapshot of how health
is influenced by where people live. Orga-
nizers say the point is to help communities
have a discussion about how they can use
the data to make changes. Even when the
numbers are good — low obesity rates in
Arlington and Alexandria, for example —
that doesn’t mean a community should be-
come complacent.

“That’s still one out of five people
who are obese,” said Van Dijk. “So
while it’s encouraging, I don’t think
we have a lot to celebrate there.”

SOME OF THE STATISTICS are
controversial, especially in Fairfax
City. For example, one of the data
points in the report measures prema-
ture death. That’s a figures calculated
by looking at years of life lost before
age 75 per 100,000 people. Accord-
ing to the report, Fairfax City has the
highest rate of premature death in
Northern Virginia at 8,652 years lost.

That’s the highest rate in Northern Virginia,
and one of the highest rates in Virginia. But
is it accurate?

“The data on which the rankings are
based is inaccurate for several reasons,” said
Louise Armitage, human services coordina-
tor for Fairfax City in an email. “The main
reason for the erroneous data is that the
state health department continues to uti-

lize ZIP code to assign jurisdiction of resi-
dency even though ZIP codes are not dis-
crete to the city or to the county.”

Armitage says an audit of deaths in Fairfax
City deaths shows serious irregularities. In
2008, for example, one audit showed 276
out of 417 recorded deaths in Fairfax City
over a four—year period were actually city
residents. As a result, only 34 percent of
deaths that are reported to have taken place
in Fairfax City actually happened in Fairfax
County. Because of the small size of Fairfax
City and the frequent confusion with Fairfax
County, many of the statistics can be
problematic. Armitage says she has
raised these concerns with the re-
searchers who compiled the report,
who say they are hoping to refine the
data in the future to make it better.

“I don’t have any problems with her
assessment,” said Amanda Jovaag, an
associate researcher with the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin Population Health
Institute. “That seems perfectly rea-
sonable to me.”

NORTHERN VIRGINIA fares well over-
all when compared to the rest of the com-
monwealth. The top three healthiest juris-
dictions are in Northern Virginia: Loudoun
County, Fairfax County and Arlington
County. The top 10 includes Alexandria and
Manassas Park City. Health officials warn
that the statistics can be misleading, though,
and that people should not become com-
placent.

“Many of us who work in human services
get concerned when we sort of pat ourselves
on the back and say, ‘Oh look, our percent-
ages are so low. Isn’t that wonderful?’” said
Marlene Blum, a member of the Fairfax
County Health Care Advisory Board. “We
are an affluent community, and we’re a
highly educated community. But not every-
body is doing well.”

Some of the health concerns in
Northern Virginia are emblematic of
the kinds of problems in other com-
munities in America that have well-
educated people. For example, Alex-
andria has the second-lowest number
of people who smoke cigarettes in
Virginia overall and the lowest num-
ber of smokers for Northern Virginia.
But it has the sixth highest rate of
excessive drinking in Virginia and the
highest rate of excessive drinking in
Northern Virginia.

“Better educated people often drink
but don’t smoke,” said Van Dijk.
“Cocktails are more acceptable than
cigarettes.”

SOMETIMES THE NUMBERS
show trends in combination. For ex-
ample, Manassas City has the high-
est rate of children who live in pov-
erty in Northern Virginia. It also has
the highest teen birth rate per 1,000
female population. Researchers say
these two data points speak to each
other.

There’s probably some linkage
there,” said Van Dijk. “We know that
if mom has a baby as a teenager, the
likelihood that child will be raised in
poverty will be much higher.”

New study reveals some parts of Northern
Virginia are healthier than others.

How Healthy Is This Neighborhood?

County Health Rankings

A map of Virginia rates health factors, including everything from high-
school graduation rates and obesity to smoking and unemployment.

County Health Rankings

Premature death in Fairfax City is calculated by looking at years of life
lost before age 75 per 100,000 people, but health officials in Fairfax City
say the data is flawed.

“This is an annual checkup
of your community’s health.
It’s a way to think about
what we can do collectively
to improve these areas.”

— Julie Willems Van Dijk, deputy director
of County Health Roadmaps

at the University of Wisconsin

“Better educated people
often drink but don’t smoke.
Cocktails are more
acceptable than cigarettes.”

— Julie Willems Van Dijk, deputy director
of County Health Roadmaps

at the University of Wisconsin
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Mary Jacobs
Mary Alva McNey Jacobs, of

Boynton Beach, Fla., formerly of Al-
exandria and Washington, D.C. died
March 16, 2014. She was preceded in death by her
husband of more than 70 years, David Edward
Jacobs, Jr. She was the devoted mother of one daugh-
ter, Barbara.

Alva was born in Washington, D.C. on July 2, 1923
to Mary Irene Bartels and Walter Alexander McNey.
She attended Roosevelt High School in Washington,
D.C. graduating in 1941. Alva married David Edward
Jacobs on Oct. 4, 1942. She worked at the Depart-
ment of Justice during WWII while her husband was
wartime in the South Pacific. In 1946 Alva and her

husband welcomed a baby girl and she became a
full time stay-at-home mother.

Alva and her husband lived at 710 Chetworth Place,
Alexandria for 50 years. During this time Alva did
art and crewel work.

Alva is survived by a sister, Irene Bergman of
Rockville, Md.; daughter Barbara J. Evans and her
husband Richard of Boynton Beach, Fla.; grandchil-
dren Thomas Evans and Wende Bardfeld; and six
great-grandchildren, Hayden, Garrett, and Jenna
Evans, and Jaxon, Landon, and Holdyn Bardfeld, and
numerous nephews and nieces.

Funeral service will be conducted at the grave site
in St. Mary’s Catholic Cemetery in Alexandria on June
7, 2014 at 11 a.m. Donations may be made to Hos-
pice of the Palm Beaches, Fla.

Obituary
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See Virginia,  Page 14

“G
reat work exposing serious
challenges and obstacles in
the way of the public’s access
to public information. The ar-

ticles are well written and well researched, pro-
viding concrete and compelling examples of
the flaws in the systems.”

That was what the judge said when award-
ing first place for In-depth or investigative re-
porting to Michael Lee Pope in the Arlington
Connection.

The Virginia Press Association announced its
press awards for 2013 at the annual meeting
on Saturday, April 5, in Richmond.

Pope also won first place for education writ-
ing, for business and financial writing, and
awards for health, science and environmental
writing and for government writing. Stories
appeared in the Alexandria Gazette Packet, the
Mount Vernon Gazette and the Connection
papers.

Bonnie Hobbs won first place for general
news writing for her coverage of a proposed
traffic measure in Centreville. “Good work get-
ting all viewpoints of the issue without assign-
ing judgment to who is right and who is
wrong,” wrote judges.

Jeanne Theismann won first place for pub-
lic safety writing and for public service writ-
ing in the Alexandria Gazette Packet.

Connection Newspapers won first place for
information graphics for the 2013 Insiders
Guide to Fairfax County Parks, designed by
Jean Card with photos by Renee Ruggles and
Craig Sterbutzel.

First place for special sections went to the
Connection’s HomeLifeStyle pullout.

Victoria Ross won for feature series/continu-
ing coverage for coverage of foster care.
Judges note: “Fantastic blend of fact and nar-
rative, and it packs an emotional punch. The

stories are very well-researched, tightly writ-
ten and highly effective.”

Ross also won for personal service writing
for her coverage of “digital legacy,” and con-
trol of one’s online content after death.

Cartoonist Steve Artley began cartooning for
the Alexandria Gazette Packet in December
2013, with only three cartoons in the year, but
two of them won awards. His cartoon on the
threatened use of eminent domain in the City
of Alexandria drew this comment from the
judge: “One of the best examples of editorial
cartooning I have seen in years and reminis-
cent of editorial cartoons poignant and relevant
enough to still be included in history texts to-
day. Wonderful use of the paper boat as the
flagship of eminent domain with tons of little
touches which push the entry even higher.”

Alex McVeigh won an award for investiga-
tive or in-depth reporting in Great Falls. Donna
Manz won for her feature stories in Vienna.

The annual Insiders/Newcomers edition of
the Alexandria Gazette Packet won third place
for special edition, including work by Steven
Mauren, Jeanne Theismann, John Bordner and
Jean Card.

Editorials written by Mary Kimm won sec-
ond and third place awards.

For a complete list, see
www.connectionnewspapers.com

Winners
FIRST PLACE

First Place for Investigative Reporting, Un-
covering Secret Government. Michael Lee
Pope, Arlington Connection — Judge’s com-
ment: Great work exposing serious challenges
and obstacles in the way of the public’s access
to public information. The articles are well
written and well researched, providing con-

crete and compelling examples of the flaws in
the systems.

First Place for Education writing. Michael Lee
Pope, Alexandria Gazette Packet — Alexandria
Education Dollars. Judge’s comment: This is
by far the best entry in the contest. Michael
Lee Pope wrote several strong articles on the
cost of administration in his market. He did a
very nice job of making a numbers story inter-
esting.

First Place for Business and Financial writ-
ing. Michael Lee Pope, Mount Vernon Gazette
— Judge’s comment: The story about car title
loans offers an interesting look at this indus-
try, which is proliferating due to a change in
state law. Kudos for looking at how much the
industry contributes to state legislators’ politi-
cal campaigns. Business taxes — is it fair to
charge higher rates for certain professions?
Pope provides a balanced look at the pros and
cons. The story on a transit study covers the
debate over urban vs. rural development in
Mount Vernon. Pope combines thorough re-
porting with competent writing.

First Place for Public Safety Writing, Jeanne
Theismann, Alexandria Gazette Packet —
Judge’s comment: Creative, compelling ledes.

First Place for General News Writing, Bonnie
Hobbs, Centre View — Judge’s comment: The
creative lede pushed this one over the top.

Reporting, photography, design and editorial cartoons commended
at annual Virginia Press Association meeting.

Connection Papers Win Awards

Michael Lee Pope Steve Artley

Bonnie Hobbs Victoria Ross

Jean Card Mary Kimm
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We speak Spanish • Farsi • Tagalog • Amharic

We are excited
to announce that we are

now ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS! Call us today
at 703-931-0200 to schedule your appointment
and receive a $100 credit to your account.

Most PPO’s are accepted. This offer is valid for new patients only.

The
Perfect Smile

5055 Seminary Road, Suite 105, Alexandria, VA 22311
www.ackermandds.com • 703-931-0200

Tomorrow’s Dentistry Today~
•Intraoral cameras let you see what the dentist sees
•Digital radiography provides unmatched

diagnostic and treatment accuracy, 90%
less radiation

Dr. Ackerman & Associates offer~
•Most current knowledge in dental care today
•Variety of treatment services, including hygiene,

complex adult cases, cosmetic dentistry, 25 years
dental implant experience, Invisalign orthodontics,
and all family dental needs.

$100 Credit
this month.

New patients
only.

Opinion

By Janet Barnett

A
pril 16 has been designated as National
Healthcare Decisions Day by national, state
and community organizations. This special

day was established to encourage adults of all ages
to plan ahead for a health care crisis. This is also a

great day to focus on how you can
prepare yourself and your loved
ones to face the decisions that will

confront us all as we age.
Many seniors don’t like to think of “end of life,”

and shudder at the thought of downsizing, writing a
will, moving to a small one-level home or into as-
sisted living or an intermediate independent living
community. Ignoring these issues only makes life
more difficult. We all need to plan for the eventual-
ity of illness, of needing hospital stays or help with
daily chores and driving. Completing a form for ad-
vanced health care directives and who should make
decisions when you cannot is critical. Whether it’s
planning your funeral or memorial service, purchas-
ing burial plots, or deciding who will be the execu-
tor of your estate, you should make your wishes
known now and specify who will make these deci-
sions if you can’t. Do you want extreme measure
taken to keep you alive in the event of major dam-
age or cognitive loss? All these factors and many more
can become burdensome to your survivors. Now is
the time to take action on these important chores.
Your survivors will have enough grief. Don’t add to
their difficulty by leaving your wishes unclear.

“Start the conversation,” says elder attorney Bar-

bara Anderson, former president
of Senior Services of Alexandria.
She encourages seniors to take
control of their future by plan-
ning now for how they want their
lives to look at age 65, 75, 85 and
beyond. She tells seniors to talk
to their children, a trusted rela-
tive, friend or a professional

about their wishes while they can, instead of having
their future decided by someone else should an ag-
ing crisis arise.

“I really hated to move from my home, but I knew
I needed to downsize because I didn’t want my chil-
dren to do it for me,” said longtime Alexandria resi-
dent Molly Abraham. “I was able to choose what I
wanted to get rid of or keep, and I made my own
choices. I also made plans for my living situation and
prepared for aging issues that can happen.”

Let’s mark our calendars for Wednesday, April 16
as the day to start the conversation and plan ahead.
Imagine how good you will feel after completing your
plan knowing you are in charge.

Among the local organizations that can help with
this planning are Senior Services of Alexandria, 703-
836-4414, www.seniorservicesalex.org and the City
of Alexandria’s Division on Aging and Adult Services,
703-736-5999, www.alexandriava.gov/aging. Each
can provide resources and referrals to assist those
ready to commit to planning their futures and par-
ticipating in National Healthcare Decisions Day.

Janet Barnett is the former executive director of Senior Ser-
vices of Alexandria and currently community relations manager
for Synergy HomeCare.

Start the Conversation

Barnett
For Seniors

Not Just a Neighborhood Movie Theater Anymore!
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See Letters,  Page 15

Letters

Waterfront Course
Correction Needed
To the Editor:

What is our goal for Alexandria? To be
attractive to upper-income retirees? Or
make Alexandria a place where talented
young people want to live and raise a fam-
ily? Judging from recent waterfront discus-
sions, it’s the former — affluent seniors. The
best research available, however, says if you
want to lock in future prosperity, go for
young families.

Don’t get me wrong. Waterfront develop-
ment is coming along reasonably well, and
I compliment leadership on its work. It’s just
that we need a course correction to make
sure we’re heading where we want to go
and don’t drift into a dead-zone of older
seasonal residents whose memories and
priorities are elsewhere.

The word “families” appears only once in
the 31-page “Goals” section of the Water-
front Small Area Plan. No mention of “chil-
dren” at all. Fortunately “history” appears
22 times, is a key focus of the plan, and
provides one way to get families and kids
on the waterfront, aware of its history and
environmental importance, and better yet,
on the river itself learning what the river
really is.

What’s the course needed correction?
Refocus on Alexandria’s maritime history
and boat building arts in hands-on ways.
Create places where people can see wood-

work artists actually building traditional
boats and even spend time on the river in
one of the boats. Develop memories and
priorities in which Alexandria is first. Rather
than yet another trendy restaurant, provide
a place for the Alexandria Seaport Founda-
tion to properly do what it already does so
well and where it could do so much more
for children and families.

The waterfront planners understood this.
“The Plan recommends continuing the Sea-
port Foundation’s current activities in The
Strand area, as well as exploring how the
Seaport Foundation’s boat building activi-
ties could be part of a multifaceted engage-
ment with Alexandria’s shipbuilding past,
along with outdoor display of boats and
boatbuilding, ‘living history’ programs
onboard historic ships, and other creative
approaches to involve the public.”

Foundation’s boatbuilders have con-
structed many stunning, traditional wooden
boats, including three Potomac River dory
boats (one 42’, and two 30’) and, most re-
cently, a 28’ whaleboat built for Mystic
Seaport’s restoration of the historic whal-
ing ship Charles W. Morgan. The
Foundation’s Potomac River dory boats and
other smaller craft should be used to enjoy
the river, appreciate its environmental im-
portance, and educate families and children
about Alexandria’s maritime past.

The Foundation’s main boatbuilding shop
is located in 8200 square feet of space in
Robinson Terminal South, which will be

TCHOUPITOULAS
Fine Furnishings and Interior Design

Friday, April 11th, 6:00 PM–8:00 PM
210 N. Lee Street ~ Alexandria ~ 703-299-0145

Sip on fabulous champagne and nibble on the best hors d’oeuvres
while you shop our gorgeous inventory! All are welcome!

Bring your friends, family and colleagues to this amazing event!
www.TchoupitoulasFurnishings.com

Join us for our Monthly Second Friday

Grand Fête de la Maison!

Tradition with a Twist
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From Page 6

Opinion

Good work getting all viewpoints of the is-
sue without assigning judgment to who is
right and who is wrong.

First Place for Personal Service Writing.
Jeanne Theismann, Alexandria Gazette
Packet — Judge’s comment: Each story is
an interesting and vivid snapshot of the
deceased with good use of quotes and an-
ecdote to bring the subject’s personality to
life and also convey why he or she was val-
ued in the community. It is hard to write
about someone who has died in a way that
is upbeat and positive, but this writer has
achieved this.

First Place for Informational Graphics for
Insiders Guide to the Parks, Jean Card,
Laurence Foong, Renee Ruggles and Craig
Sterbutzel, Mount Vernon Gazette — Infor-
mational graphics: Fairfax County parks.

First Place for HomeLifeStyle, Mary
Kimm, Laurence Foong, Geovani Flores,
Marilyn Campbell, John Byrd, Tim Peterson
and Jean Card, The Vienna/Oakton Con-
nection — Specialty pages or sections:
Judge’s comment: Clean design and easy
to read. Choice of fonts work well together.

OTHER AWARDS:
Steve Artley, Alexandria Gazette Packet

— Illustrations — Eminent Domain. Judge’s
comment: One of the best examples of edi-
torial cartooning I have seen in years and
reminiscent of editorial cartoons poignant
and relevant enough to still be included in
history texts today. Wonderful use of the
paper boat as the flagship of eminent do-
main with tons of little touches which push
the entry even higher.

In-depth, investigative reporting, Alex
McVeigh, Great Falls Connection — Judge’s
comment: Great work continuing to follow
an important environmental story that had
the potential for far-reaching impacts. These
articles also do a good job explaining the
nature of the underground contamination

and, in understandable terms, the geology
behind the way they spread.

Alexandria Gazette Packet, Insiders/New-
comers Guide. Steven Mauren, Jeanne
Theismann, John Bordner, Jean Card,
Geovani Flores and Laurence Foong, Alex-
andria Gazette Packet —  Judge’s comment:
A good package of information for newcom-
ers. A good array of photos of community
members.

Health, Science and Environmental Writ-
ing, Michael Lee Pope, The Arlington Con-
nection — Judge’s comment: Good solid
stories on interesting subjects. A lot of good
historical background adds significantly to
the sterilization story. The lead on the
chicken story was very good.

Government Writing, Michael Lee Pope,
Alexandria Gazette Packet — Judge’s com-
ment: We preach to our reporters to follow
the money. Michael Lee Pope does great job
of following the money trail to great news
stories. Continue to keep them honest.

Feature Series/Continuing Story. Victoria
Ross, The Burke Connection — Feature se-
ries or continuing story. Judge’s comment:
Fantastic blend of fact and narrative, and it
packs an emotional punch. The stories are
very well-researched, tightly written and
highly effective.

Personal Service Writing, Victoria Ross,
The Fairfax Connection . Judge’s comment:
Good job using the individual story and re-
lating it to the wider issue. Would have liked
more follow-up details about whether the
social media companies are complying with
the law and what the parents found on the
son’s social media sites.

Jeanne Theismann, Alexandria Gazette
Packet — Column writing. Judge’s com-
ment: These columns were well written and
informative as well as entertaining.

Editorial writing. Mary Kimm, Alexandria
Gazette Packet — Editorial writing. Judge’s
comment: Very well done. Writer does an
outstanding job presenting the paper’s
stance on the issues of the day.

Editorial writing. Mary Kimm, The Fairfax
Connection — Judge’s comment: These
editorials were articulate and to the point.

Education writing: Michael Lee Pope, The
Arlington Connection — Judge’s comment:
Concise, well put thoughts.

Page Design, Jean Card, Mount Vernon
Gazette — Judge’s comment: Good job tak-
ing something that can be boring and hard
to follow and making it interesting and easy
to navigate.

Cartoon, Steve Artley, Alexandria Gazette
Packet — Illustrations. Judge’s comment:
The shackles of the tea party! Ol’ Ebenezer
Elephant will be surely listening for the
chimes of the hour after this ghost appeared
before the foot of his bed. Fantastic work
all the way around.

Feature photo. Louise Krafft, Alexandria
Gazette Packet —  Summer Fun. Judge’s
comment: Sweet found moment.

Feature writing portfolio Donna Manz,
Vienna/Oakton Connection — Feature writ-
ing portfolio. Judge’s comment: Powerful
ledes (and a great one for the ‘puppies’
story) and captivating narratives. Well-in-
formed and well-written.

Virginia Press Association Awards

Mother’s Day
Photos

Mother’s Day is May 11, 2014, and
every year at this time, we call for
submissions to our Mother’s Day
photo gallery. Send photos of moth-
ers, grandmothers, great-grand-
mothers, with children or without
children. Please name everyone in
the photo, the approximate date,
describe what is happening in the
photo and include your name, ad-
dress, email address and phone num-
ber. (We will not print your full ad-
dress or contact information.)

Send photos to
editors@connectionnewspapers.com

Readers can also submit poetry,
poetry about mothers and photos
celebrating mothers directly
through our website at http://
www.connectionnewspapers.com/
contact/letter/

By Christine Candio, RN,

FACHE

CEO, Inova Alexandria Hospital

I
f you’ve ever played that classic
board game, “The Game of Life,”
you’re familiar with the game’s first

important life choice: College Path or Ca-
reer Path. No doubt, a similar choice is
on the minds of upcoming seniors at
Alexandria’s T.C. Williams High School
as they finalize their choices for next
year’s classes. For those choosing to pur-

sue the career path
first, they have a new
course option called
the Claude Moore

Surgical Tech Scholars Program.
Created as a joint venture between Al-

exandria City Public Schools, Inova Al-
exandria Hospital and the Claude Moore
Charitable Foundation, the Surgical Tech
program resulted from a very real need
to fill healthcare jobs in this specialty
right now, while also preparing a pool
of qualified applicants to meet future de-
mand.

Data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics show that employment for sur-
gical technologists will likely increase 30
percent by 2022, which they note, is
much faster than average for all occu-
pations. Employment researchers at-
tribute this increase to the growing medi-
cal and surgical needs of an aging popu-
lation coupled with enhanced surgical
techniques.

So what does a surgical technologist
do? As an integral part of the operating
room (OR) team, the surgical technolo-
gist prepares the operating room, ar-
ranges equipment and instruments, en-
sures that the OR environment remains
sterile and assists doctors and nurses
throughout the surgery, including pass-
ing instruments to the surgeon or nurses
as necessary. It is a demanding yet highly
rewarding job with opportunity for ad-
vancement.

The Claude Moore Surgical Tech pro-

gram at T.C. Will-
iams prepares stu-
dents for jobs in this
field with a two-year
course of study,
starting in a
student’s senior year.
With grant money
from Inova and

Claude Moore, ACPS designed the cur-
riculum and outfitted several classrooms
and labs with the equipment and instru-
ments used by surgical technologists.
The first year involves intensive aca-
demic coursework taught by the
program’s three registered nurses. Dur-
ing the second year, students log re-
quired clinical hours at Inova Alexandria
Hospital under the direction of our De-
partment of Perioperative Services.

Upon completion of the two-year pro-
gram, students will have the education
and clinical rotation hours needed for
certification as a surgical technologist.
They will have also gained a network of
professional connections among Inova
Alexandria Hospital’s OR team. Our
Human Resources staff will encourage
these graduates to apply for open surgi-
cal technologist positions within the
hospital or elsewhere in Inova Health
System.

As our inaugural class of Claude
Moore Surgical Tech Scholars concludes
their first year of academic study this
June, we are proud to be part of the so-
lution for educating students to fill the
jobs we know will be there when they
graduate.

And we hope this course inspires and
excites them to pursue a career in
healthcare.

Given the success of similar Claude
Moore health education programs
throughout Northern Virginia, I’m cer-
tain the Surgical Tech program will be a
winning solution for all involved.

Learn more about the Claude Moore
Surgical Tech Program at inova.org,
search “surgical tech.”

T.C. Williams High School students toured an operating room at
Inova Alexandria Hospital on Friday, March 21, as part of the
Claude Moore Surgical Tech Scholars program.

Preparing Students for OR Jobs

Commentary
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703-780-3463
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Ivy & Pachysandra
Approx. 100  $29.99
Vinca   50 Peat Pots

$36.99

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

www.cravensnursery.com
Visit our new Web site:

➠

Follow
us:

Pansies
are Here!

On Sale 97¢
Reg. price $1.89

Pansies
are Here!

On Sale 97¢
Reg. price $1.89

Pansies
are Here!
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Reg. price $1.89

Pansies
are Here!

On Sale 97¢
Reg. price $1.89

Pansies
are Here!

On Sale 97¢
Reg. price $1.89

$29.99
cu. yd.

Bulk Mulch,
Playground Chips

& Organic Compost

50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery

606060

25% OFF ALL
Nursery Stock
25% OFF ALL
Nursery Stock
25% OFF ALL
Nursery Stock
25% OFF ALL
Nursery Stock
25% OFF ALL
Nursery Stock

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

RR Ties - Starting at $14.99 each

FREE ESTIMATES!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and much more!

FREE ESTIMATES!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and much more!

FREE ESTIMATES!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and much more!

FREE ESTIMATES!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and much more!

FREE ESTIMATES!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and much more!

FREE ESTIMATES!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and much more!

FREE ESTIMATES!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and much more!

FREE ESTIMATES!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and much more!

See Letters,  Page 16

From Page 12

Letters

redeveloped under the new water-
front. For Alexandria to stay on
course and keep the Seaport Foun-
dation on the waterfront, where
should the main shop go? If en-
abling young people to get to
know the river first-hand is a pri-
ority, a location with access to
Orinoco Bay would be ideal.

The Seaport Foundation is a na-
tional treasure that will attract
many visitors, but more impor-
tantly, it’s a way to help young
Alexandrians see living history and
understand our maritime past.

Robert H. Dugger
Alexandria

Proposal’s Effect
On Fire Safety?
To the Editor:

We, the presidents of the
NorthEast Citizens’ Association
and the North Old Town Indepen-
dent Citizens Association, are writ-
ing to express the deep concern of
many of our members over the
budget proposal to remove Fire
Engine 204 from Station 204. The
city manager has proposed that
rather than keep in the budget
firefighter positions needed to staff

Station 210, the needed firefighter
positions from 204 will be trans-
ferred to 210. Fire Engine 204 it-
self would otherwise not need to
be moved; in recent years, the city
purchased a full fleet of new en-
gines.

City Budget documents candidly
admit that this action will increase
response times on the city’s East
Side. The plan to move the Engine
and its crew can also be expected
to cause ripple effects throughout
the surrounding neighborhoods,
since the fire response system will
be spread more thinly. In fire and
other emergency situations, sec-
onds count. Therefore, many resi-
dents of the area served by Engine
204 and beyond realistically fear
a significant loss in protection if
this proposal is adopted. They are
also dismayed to learn that the
removal of Engine 204 is to occur
before the city does a comprehen-
sive study of the deployment of
equipment and personnel in rela-
tion to call volume, call types, and
other factors. The city manager
says this study will not be com-
pleted until FY 2016, after Engine
204 is moved.

Also surprising to area residents
is that this proposal comes at a
time when the north and north-
east parts of Alexandria are expe-

riencing a substantial increase in
residential and commercial devel-
opment. Combining this increase
in the number of new residents
and structures needing fire protec-
tion with the existing large num-
ber of older structures that lack
modern fire suppression and are
thus more apt to suffer rapid and
disastrous destruction due to fire,
makes this proposal more puz-
zling.

Finally, we have recently discov-
ered that the area in which Engine
204 currently resides is plagued by
substandard water pressure, sig-
nificantly lower than on the West
End, making the immediate avail-
ability of the pumping power of
multiple fire engines critical here.

We understand the financial
problems facing the city and ap-
preciate the difficulty in balancing
the budget. However, public safety
is the highest priority of govern-
ments at all levels. All sectors of
Alexandria deserve fire and EMS
protection that meet or exceed
national standards, which this
budget appears not to do.

We urge the City Council to re-
vise this budget so that all
Alexandrians can feel secure that
their lives and property are pro-
tected. This can occur only when
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JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES

JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES

Jacki Sorensen's Aerobic Dance
Spring Session starts:
April 21 – 10:15 am
April 23 – 6:30 pm
Lee Center,
1108 Jefferson Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Register online at:
alexandriava.gov/recreation
For information,
call: 202-657-1150



16  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  April 10-16, 2014 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Letters

Snapshot
Duke Street and Dulany Street, April 2, 7:20 p.m.

See Letters,  Page 17
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City Manager’s Office Salary Summary
FY 2013 FY 2014

Name Title Salary Current Salary % Increase $Increase Notes
Rose Boyd Special Asst. to the CM $149,652 $154,625 3.3% $4,973 Top of Scale Adjustment

(2.3% of Salary)
Debra Collins Deputy City Manager $157,646 $162,884 3.3% $5,239 Merit Step Increase
Michele Evans Deputy City Manager $164,981 $170,463 3.3% $5,482 Top of Scale

Adjustment (2.3% of Salary)
Jerome Fletcher Special Asst. to the CM $109,824 $113,474 3.3% $3,649 Merit Step Increase
Sean Garrick Assistant to the N/A $73,918 N/A N/A Started in FY 2014

City Manager
Tom Gates Chief of Staff / $165,700 $171,207 3.3% $5,506 Merit Step Increase

Deputy City Manager Plus 10% Chief of Staff Pay
Mark Jinks Deputy City Manager $164,981 $170,463 3.3% $5,482 Top of Scale Adjustment

(2.3% of Salary)
Rashad Young City Manager $247,449 $263,870 6.6% $16,420 Merit Step Increase

                      Totals $1,160,233 $1,280,903 3.8% $46,752

Footnotes
* FY 14 merits and salary adjustments were effective July 1, 2013
* There is no executive summary giving everyone a 5 percent increase, the proposed FY 15 budget

contains an average merit of 3.2 percent for the entire organization
* 1 percent increase for all employees for VRS
As of 3-26-14.

From Page 15

all sectors of the city receive protection
equal to the highest standard.

Mary Jane Kramer, President,
NorthEast Citizens’ Association

Tom Soapes, President, North Old
Town Independent Citizens Association

Mixed Messages
To Seniors
To the Editor:

In 2012, the City Council unanimously
approved the city’s strategic plan on aging.
The plan supports the goal of most older
Alexandria residents to age in place, in their
homes and in the community they love.

The city manager’s proposed budget
threatens to undermine the ability of many
residents to stay in the city. The budget calls
for termination of Senior Taxi; imposition
of steep cuts in property tax relief for older
or disabled homeowners; and termination
of JobLink’s program providing employ-
ment assistance for older job seekers.

The City Council should reconsider the
proposal to eliminate Senior Taxi, which
provides discounted transportation to medi-
cal appointments and other services for se-
niors with low and modest incomes. With-
out the program, which is now in its 46th
year, many of our friends and neighbors will
not be able to obtain the care they need.

The City Council should reject the bud-
get cuts that would deprive 400 current
recipients of the real estate tax relief pro-
gram for lower-income seniors and those
with disabilities. Many recipients are long-
time residents who have contributed signifi-
cantly to the city’s economy and have paid
real estate taxes for many years. The tax
burden will force them to choose between
paying their taxes, filling their prescriptions
— or leaving their homes.

The city should retain the Older Worker
Employment Specialist at JobLink to help
unemployed seniors find gainful employ-
ment. In addition, the Commission on Ag-
ing has identified a shortfall of $36,000 in
funding to provide guardians for eight resi-
dents who are living in dire circumstances.

Alexandria has always been a community
that cares about its seniors and takes great
pride in being able to help those in need.
The final budget adopted by the City Coun-
cil should reflect our shared commitment
to its older residents, particularly those with
limited financial resources.

Jane King, Chair,
Alexandria Commission on Aging
Robert Eiffert, Chair, Advocacy
Committee, Commission on Aging

Who’s Looking Out
For Taxpayers?
To the Editor:

Its budget time again in Alexandria and
based on [City Manager] Mr. Young’s pro-
posed budget items, once again he contin-
ues to leave Alexandria loaded with debt
while continuing to raise his salary and
those of his staff, cutting 33 positions and

just “moving the deck chairs” around as it
relates to staff reductions, but no elimina-
tions along with a much higher real estate
tax initially proposed due to high debt limit
and City Council’s inability to say “no” to
anything. As such, here are some of my
questions/suggestions for Mayor Euille and
all members of the council to consider and/
or ask Mr. Young before adopting this bud-
get.

❖ Step increases for Mr. Young and his
staff. Mr. Young is requesting a 6.6 percent
increase in pay for himself and a 3.5 per-
cent increase for his staff. (See chart be-
low.) That would bring his salary up to
$260,000-plus. It must be noted that pri-
mary care physicians who have been prac-
ticing for 20-30 years only earn $230,000,
have much more education and work long
hours which cannot compare to Mr. Young’s
proposed salary increase for himself. Since
his arrival in Alexandria, our elected offi-
cials continually state we have to pay “good
money” in order to get good managers. One
can only blink their eyes in amazement. No
one in the City Manager’s office should re-
ceive a raise and its time for him to start
eliminating positions that are no longer
needed. The City Manager’s Office is now
looking like central office for Alexandria
City Public Schools.

❖ AHDC - This is another housing group
that was given a $14 million loan for start
up costs in 2011. Have they paid any of this
loan back? If not, why not? If so, how much
has been paid back?

❖ AEDP - Once again the city/alexandria
taxpayers continue to fund this group with
large sums of money, yet the Alexandria
Economic Development Corp. has still not
proven they are bringing businesses into
Alexandria. Granted the National Science
Foundation is coming to town, but this was
a group effort and not soley done by AEDP.
With the huge tax breaks given to the Na-
tional Science Group, there is a major loss
in commercial property tax along with the
city receiving no real estate taxes from
BRAC-133. AEDP needs to find outside busi-
ness partners and/or grants in order for

them to operate independent of taxpayer
dollars.

❖ Parking tickets: In 2013 the city col-
lected $3,696.673 and Mr. Young’s 2014
budget assumes the city will receive $3.9
million. All of this money goes into the gen-
eral fund, rather then going to the police
budget. Isn’t it time for our elected officials
to start thinking outside of the box and put
these funds towards the police budget?
Further, the city is planning to add more
red light cameras in other parts of Alexan-
dria. The city already has three of these
cameras and they are certainly a financial
boom for Alexandria. Citizens can now ap-
peal their parking tickets in court and many
of our circuit court judges are concerned
about the increase in their time having to
sit during this appeal process. Wouldn’t it
be a better fit if the city could find some
retired judges who won’t need that much
money, if any, and they could act as Admin-
istrative Law Judges and be seated to hear
parking ticket appeals? This would then
allow the circuit court judges to spend time
doing what they do.

❖ Women’s Commission: This commis-

sion has been moved into the office of Hu-
man Services and its director has been on
the payroll for years with a salary of over
$100,000. It is now time for this position
to be eliminated and not have its director
moved into another position.

❖ CIP projects. Mr. Young is only propos-
ing an increase in CIP projects for a year.
However, this is not acceptable since most
CIP projects need to be considered for at
least 10 years and planning department has
presented a document showing CIP projects
for the next 10 years. Time to question why
Mr. Young is only looking for a one year
CIP and how much it will cost to view CIP
projects for 5-10 years.

❖ Parks & Rec: Mr. Young is proposing to
eliminate about 20-plus positions in this
department. Mayor and members of coun-
cil need to ask Mr. Young how many staff
from this department will be needed to
cover the 12-14 events the city will be spon-
soring and the cost savings involved. Clos-
ing some rec centers might be appropriate
in order to save some money, but eliminat-
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SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

PACIFIC  COAST  JOURNEY, Aug. 4 – 12...........................................$2574
Includes Air from Dulles, 8 Nights Hotel with Breakfast, 5 Dinners, Transfers,
Porterage – Sightseeing – CALL FOR ITINERARY.

CHICAGO  by  Motorcoach, July 13 – 19..............................................$1285
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville,  6 Nights Hotel with Breakfast,
4 Dinners, Sightseeing – CALL FOR ITINERARY.

CASTLETON  FESTIVAL, Sunday,  July 20...........................................$199
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, Performance of “Madama
Butterfly” Lunch at Flint Hill Public House.
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ing staff needed for events certainly doesn’t
seem reasonable. Will there be enough staff
from Parks & Rec to cover these events?

❖ ACPS: Once again, ACPS is asking for
more money then the city is planning to
allocate. The school budget requests are
always the highest budget item each and
every year. It is time to say “no” to ACPS
until they can get their financial house in
order.

ACPS new superintendent needs to show
that he is eliminating staff in central office
along with clear data that school enrollment
is and will be increasing. I understand that
the only thing mayor/council can do regard-
ing ACPS is funding. However, ACPS must
show its data and the need for more money.
This school district is small compared to
Arlington and other districts with similar
population numbers and its budget request
should be reduced.

What is certainly clear from his budget is
that Mr. Young is making sure to protect
himself and his staff with major salary in-
creases that are completely out of line
wherein they have not proven they deserve
a raise yet worth the six figure salaries they
now receive.

These are tough financial times, but one
would never know that in Alexandria
wherein Mr. Young’s budget focuses only on
salary increases for himself and his staff,
eliminating 33 jobs that are done by low-
middle level employees and not looking to
eliminate programs/staff but rather mov-
ing staff around to other jobs.

Do our elected officials have the courage
to act like true stewards for Alexandria as
it relates to finances? They took an oath of
office related to their fiduciary responsibili-
ties.

Will our elected leaders stop “bleeding”
taxpayers for more tax dollars until they get
their house in order? Are there any mem-
bers of the council and city manager’s of-
fice who have ever run a business wherein
they not only need to make a profit, but
look at how much money is being spent and
not getting a return for these expenditures?

So many questions, yet are we going to
see another proposed budget adopted
wherein our elected officials have no sense
of how to manage money, have experience
in running their own business and have lost
the fact that this is not the private sector
but public service wherein senior staff, city

manager and his staff see how much money
they can make working for the City of Al-
exandria.

Annabelle Fisher
Alexandria

What Happened
To Democracy?
To the Editor:

I’ve always wondered what happens when
Democrats control a democracy.

Alexandria is great petri dish to make this
observation. Not only is it full of Democrats,
it’s full the best kind: government employ-
ees. Alexandria is awash with them. Under-
standably, their proclivity is to turn to gov-
ernment for leadership, solutions and re-
dress. To this mindset, the government is
not the servant; it’s the master.

And last month, our local master con-
quered. It vanquished the Old Town Boat
Club. The city used police state threats and
$5 million of our money to crush a vener-
able organization composed of private citi-
zens. The city coveted their club property.
Now, it appears what never belonged to the
city is nearly in its hand.

Unless the Democratic Party in our city
rejiggers the way in which City Council and
the mayor are elected, there is nothing to
restrain the city government. Our local
Democratic Party has succeeded beyond its
wildest dreams. It has fashioned a voting
regime that insulates its nominees from
opposition.

By changing the date on which our local
city council and mayor are elected to coin-
cide with national elections and by prevent-
ing communities from electing its own rep-
resentatives, the Democratic Party has en-
sured that whomever its Party stalwarts se-
lect will be elected to office.

Hard to believe that a political party
whose elixir is social justice took these steps.
They suppress minority voices and
marginalize views contrary to those es-
poused by the Democratic Party. Not very
democratic at all; more like Dear Leader.

But back at water’s edge, unless I missed
it, the waterfront our city leaders are in-
tent on giving us — whether we want it or
not — has neither shape nor price; just de-
sign concepts and cost estimates.

We didn’t
inherit
the earth
from our
parents.
We’re bor-
rowing it
from our
children.

—Chief Seattle
(1788-1866)
Suquamish/

Duwamish chief
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❖ Mary Kimm, Alexandria Gazette Packet
– Editorial writing.
❖ Alex McVeigh, Great Falls Connection –
In-depth or investigative reporting.
❖ Michael Lee Pope, Arlington
Connection – Health, science and
environmental writing.
❖ Michael Lee Pope, Alexandria Gazette
Packet – Government writing.

First Place Winners
❖ Bonnie Hobbs, Centre View –
General news writing.
❖ Michael Lee Pope, Arlington
Connection – In-depth or investigative
reporting: •Uncovering Secret
Government
❖ Michael Lee Pope, Alexandria Gazette
Packet – Education writing: •Alexandria
Education Dollars
❖ Michael Lee Pope, Mount Vernon
Gazette – Business and financial writing:
•Car Title Loans
❖ Jeanne Theismann, Alexandria Gazette
Packet – Public safety writing.
❖ Jeanne Theismann, Alexandria Gazette
Packet – Personal service writing.
❖ Mary Kimm, Laurence Foong, Geovani
Flores, Marilyn Campbell, John Byrd,
Tim Peterson and Jean Card,
Vienna/Oakton Connection – Specialty
pages or sections: •HomeLifeStyle
❖ Jean Card, Laurence Foong, Renee
Ruggles and Craig Sterbutzel, Mount
Vernon Gazette – Informational graphics:
•Fairfax County parks

Second Place Winners
❖ Steven Mauren, Jeanne Theismann,
John Bordner, Jean Card, Geovani Flores
and Laurence Foong, Alexandria Gazette
Packet – Special sections or special
editions: Insider’s Guide.
❖ Steve Artley, Alexandria Gazette Packet
– Illustrations – Eminent Domain.
❖ Jean Card, Mount Vernon Gazette –
Page design.

❖ Victoria Ross, Burke Connection –
Feature series or continuing story.
❖ Victoria Ross, Fairfax Connection –
Personal service writing.
❖ Jeanne Theismann, Alexandria Gazette
Packet – Column writing.

Third Place Winners
❖ Steve Artley, Alexandria Gazette Packet
– Illustrations.
❖ Mary Kimm, Fairfax Connection –
Editorial writing.
❖ Louise Krafft, Alexandria Gazette Packet
– Feature photo: Summer Fun.
❖ Donna Manz, Vienna/Oakton
Connection – Feature writing portfolio.
❖ Michael Lee Pope, Arlington
Connection – Education writing.

Louise Krafft, Alexandria Gazette Packet
– Feature photo: Summer Fun.

Steve Artley, Alexandria Gazette Packet –
Illustrations – Eminent Domain.
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       Award-Winning
More Reasons the Connection Newspapers are the Best-Read Community Papers
Winners of Awards in the 2013 Virginia Press Association Editorial Contest
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Entertainment

By Steve Hibbard

Gazette Packet

M
etroStage is presenting the one-man-
show, “The Thousandth Night” now
through May 18. The play stars Marcus

Kyd as a quick-thinking comic actor in a traveling
company of players who are stuck in Paris during
the occupation of France. He is facing his depor-
tation for “propagating subversive material,” so
in his last effort to save his life, he performs his
show for the last people (the audience) who may
have his fate in their hands.

“Guy tells the gendarmes a series of stories, to
be sure, but his own story is the backbone of the
entire play,” said Kyd who plays 36 different char-
acters using various hats and scarves from his
trunk.

John Vreeke, the director, said Guy’s company
of actors perform a specific 1942 ironic satiric slant
to the language of the “Arabian Nights” stories in
order to entertain their audiences at a cafe. “Guy
attempts to demonstrate how these stories really
are innocent and not subversive as the SS accuses,”
he said.

“As he pleads for his life, he describes his own
complicit behavior and finally evolves his own
moral center,” said Vreeke.

Playwright Carol Wolf, who wrote the play in
1992, has written 40 plays in 30 productions on
five continents. She said after several years of re-
search on the Nazi occupation of Europe for an
earlier play, the experience left her fascinated by
how people responded to being under occupation
by a foreign army.

“In a play, the playwright subjects the charac-
ters to extraordinary pressures over a period of
time, to see what happens to them,” she said. “It
is like designing an alchemical experiment, where
the play dictates the vessel, the heat, and the pres-
sure. The audience follows along on that ride
through their empathy with the characters.”

Kyd said the biggest challenge for an actor is to
make the bigger story clear: “There are little plays
within the play, which also must be clear.”

Vreeke said since the audience has a large role
in this play as the French police who do not have
the means or the will to help Guy escape, “the
audience will get a stronger sense of what it meant
to live in that horrible time and place.”

MetroStage Presents
‘The Thousandth Night’
One-man show about an
actor defending his life in
Nazi-occupied France.

Marcus Kyd stars in “The Thousandth
Night” at Metro Stage through May 18.
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When the unsolicited script arrived on her desk
20 years ago, producer Carolyn Griffin knew it
was the perfect play for MetroStage. “It involves
the audience as characters in the play, which works
so well in an intimate space, fully engaging them
with humor, increasingly with a hint of sarcasm
and ultimately shocking them out of their reverie
when the reality of the situation asserts itself,”
said Griffin.

She added that “The Thousandth Night” is ev-
erything you want a theatrical event to accom-
plish: to engage, entertain, and finally, touch the
audience on an emotional, unforgettable level —
“that is the potential of The Thousandth Night.”

Kyd hopes the audience will leave more curi-
ous about the world and about themselves: “There
are many questions in here about how we choose
to live our lives, about love and loss, and anger,
and forgiveness. It is a marvelous microcosm for
human souls.”

❖ MetroStage is presenting “The Thousandth
Night” now through May 18. Tickets are $50. Show
times are Thursdays at 8 p.m.; Sundays at 7 p.m.
“Underneath the Lintel” is currently showing on the
same stage on Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m.;
matinees on Saturdays and Sundays at 3 p.m.
MetroStage is at 1201 N. Royal Street, Alexandria,
VA 22314. Call 703-548-9044. Visit
www.metrostage.org.

Annual Easter Egg Hunt
Returns to Lee-Fendall House

The Lee-Fendall House 15th Annual Easter Egg Hunt returns to Alexandria April
18-20. Once again, the museum’s garden will be filled with hundreds of colorful
toy-filled Easter eggs. Other activities include games, crafts, refreshments, and
photos with the Easter Bunny. Every participating child will receive an Easter Egg.
The Hunt schedule is Friday, April 18 at 3:30 p.m.; Saturday, April 19, at 10:30
a.m., 12:30 p.m., and 2:30 p.m.,; and Sunday, April 20 at 12:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.
All children 12 and younger are eligible to participate in the Easter Egg Hunt. Older
children and adults are welcome to enjoy all our other activities. Tickets are for
sale through the museum’s website at www.leefendallhouse.org. Tickets are $12
for children aged 0-12, and $5 for all others.

Calendar

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and
artwork are encouraged. Deadline is
Thursday at noon.

ONGOING
Art Exhibit. See “REVOLUTION: Art

and Technology” art exhibit through
April 27 at Del Ray Artisans, 2704
Mount Vernon Ave. Artists explore
their relationship with technology in
computer-created art, digitally
manipulated art, art made from
electronic parts, mixed-media pieces
expressing feelings about technology,
and more. Hours are Thursdays
noon-6 p.m.; Friday & Saturday
noon-9 p.m.; Sunday noon-6 p.m.
Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for
more.

Sculpture Exhibit. Through Sunday,
April 27 at Margaret W. and Joseph
L. Fisher Art Gallery, located in the
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall &
Arts Center at the Alexandria Campus
of Northern Virginia Community
College. See Edmond Nassa’s
“Innermost Evocations.” His website
http://edmondnassa.com/ showcases
some of his work. Gallery hours are
Monday-Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
during performances. Visit
www.nvcc.edu/schlesingercenter/
gallery.html.

Art Exhibit. May 2-June 8 at the
Schlesinger Center Margaret W. &
Joseph L. Fisher Gallery, 3001 N.
Beauregard St. Meditations on the
Boundless, an exhibit of acrylic
paintings on yupo paper by Arlington
artist Kimberly DiNatale. Opening
reception Saturday, May 3, 4-6 p.m.
Gallery hours 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Monday-Friday. Visit www.nvcc.edu/
schlesingercenter/gallery.html.

Art Exhibit. See “LOULOUDI Flower/
To Flower” at The Athenaeum, 201
Prince St. The exhibit explores the
natural process of flowering and its
metaphorical context through object
making and installation. Free. The
exhibit runs through May 4. Call 703-
548-0035 or visit www.nvfaa.org.

Art Exhibit. “Sound of Butterfly,” a
solo exhibition of new work by

Soomin Ham, a photographer and
multimedia artist. Through May 11 at
Multiple Exposures Gallery, Studio
312, Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105
N. Union St. Gallery hours are 10
a.m.-6 p.m. except Thursdays, 1-9
p.m. Call 703-838-4565 or visit
www.torpedofactory.org.

Art Exhibit. See “Spirit of Place: Dyke
Marsh,” an exhibition of photography
by Anthony Peritore and sculptural
works by Megan Peritore through
May 18 in the Crossroads Gallery,
located in Goodwin House Bailey’s
Crossroads, 3440 S. Jefferson St.,
Falls Church. Free.

Theatre One-Man Shows. Through
May 25, two shows will be performed
in repertory at MetroStage, 1201 N.
Royal St. The Thousandth Night by
Carol Wolf and starring Marcus Kyd,
and Underneath the Lintel by Glen
Berger starring Paul Morella will be
performed on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m., Thursdays
and Fridays at 8 p.m., Saturdays at 3
or 5 p.m. and 8 p.m., Sundays at 3
and 7 p.m. Tickets $50 (students
$25) at 800-494-8497 or
www.boxofficetickets.com. Visit
www.metrostage.org for more.

Children’s Theater. Arts on the
Horizon presents “Sunny and
Licorice” at The Lab at Convergence,
1801 N. Quaker Lane. Show is 30
minutes and best for ages 2-5.
Performances are 10:30 a.m. May 30,
June 4-6 and June 11-13; and 10 and
11:30 a.m. May 31, June 7 and June
14. $8 tickets, purchase online or at
the door. At each show the group will
collect non-perishable food and
canned good for Community
Lodgings. Visit
www.artsonthehorizon.org/sunny-
and-licorice or call 703-967-0437.

Attics and Alleys Tour. Tickets are
now on sale for the Attics and Alleys
tour, a three-hour walking tour
featuring rarely seen spaces of four
sites — the Lee-Fendall House,
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, The
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary
Museum and Carlyle House. Tours
will be offered Saturdays in May, 9
a.m.-noon. $35/peron. Reservations

required. Visit shop.alexandriava.gov
or 703-746-4242.

Spy Program at Mount Vernon. 3
p.m. Saturdays and Sundays through
June 1. Learn about spying during
the Revolutionary War, including
concealment codes, invisible ink and
double agents. Self-guided programs
with map provided. Free with
admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/spy.

Art Exhibit. “Women Legends of
Alexandria: 2007-2013” art exhibit
will be on display at Prudential
PenFed Realty, 300 N. Washington
St., suite 100. The exhibit will
showcase portraits from the Living
Legends of Alexandria project with
selected works from the Del Ray
Artisans. Show runs through June
27. Hours are Mondays-Fridays 9
a.m.-5 p.m. Visit

www.thedelrayartisans.org for more.
Doggy Happy Hours. 5-8 p.m. at

Jackson 20 and Hotel Monaco
Alexandria, 480 King St. Thursdays
during the summer. Free, drinks sold
separately. Treats and water for dogs,
with pet boutique and service
vendors. Portions of proceeds benefit
People. Animals. Love. Visit
www.Monaco-Alexandria.com/
alexandria-hotel/doggy-happy-
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hour.html.
New Exhibit. Mount Vernon invites

visitors to explore George
Washington’s design for the grounds
of his estate, through a new
exhibition, “Gardens & Groves:
George Washington’s Landscape” at
Mount Vernon through Jan. 12,
2016. Gardens & Groves is the first
museum exhibition to focus
specifically on Washington’s
landmark achievements as a
landscape designer combining rarely-
seen original documents, artwork,
and books with period garden tools,
landscape photography, and a scale
model of the Mount Vernon estate.
Included in admission $18/adult;
$17/senior citizen; $9/child age 6-
11; children under 5 are free. Visit
www.mountvernon.org for more.

Alexandria Cars & Coffee invites car
enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Classic cars, hot rods, exotic cars,
motorcycles and more meet to share
car stories and drink coffee. Group
meets the first Sunday of every
month. 8:30-11 a.m.

Songwriter’s Showcase. Every
Tuesday at 8 p.m. at The Old Town
Theater, 815 1/2 King St. Features a
different Songwriter’s Association of
Washington artist each week. Visit
www.theoldtowntheater.com for
tickets.

George Washington’s Mount
Vernon has joined Thomas
Jefferson’s Monticello and James
Madison’s Montpelier to expand the
“Presidents Passport,” Virginia’s
premier presidential trail. As an
added bonus to this year’s program,
visitors to the Alexandria Visitors
Center at 221 King St. showing or
purchasing a ticket to any of the
three presidential estates will, upon

request, receive for free Alexandria’s
“Key to the City” pass, which grants
access into nine historic sites and
museums in Alexandria - a $26
added value. Learn more at
PresPassport.Monticello.org.

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Children’s Theatre Camp. Mount

Vernon Community Children’s
Theatre spring break camp April 14-
18. Visit http://mvcct.org/camps.php
for more.

Art at the Center spring classes are
now open for registration. The spring
session runs April 21-May 30. Visit
www.artatthecenter.org or call 703-
201-1250.

Pre-School Studio. 9:30-11:30 a.m. at
Art at the Center, 2804 Sherwood
Hall Lane. June 9-19, Mondays-
Thursdays children ages 4-6 attend
for explorations of clay, collage,
drawing and painting as well as
creativity, problem solving,
collaboration and fun. Call 703-201-
1250 or visit
www.artatthecenter.org.

Youth Summer Classes. Beginning
Monday, July 7, Metropolitan School
of the Arts offers pre-professional
summer dance, music theater and
acting camps, as well as a wide
variety of youth summer camps
where students can explore and learn
many facets of the performing and
visual arts. Visit,
www.metropolitanarts.org.

Metro Club After-School Program.
Through June, the Metropolitan
School of Arts presents an after-
school program for grades 1-6. The
program is located at both the Lorton
studio at Workhouse Arts Center,
9517 Workhouse Way and in
Alexandria at 5775 Barclay Drive.
Programs will focus on the arts,

including music, dance, theatre, yoga
and academics, as well as designated
homework time. The program will
run Mondays, 1-6 p.m., and Tuesday-
Friday, 3-6 p.m. Tuition runs from
$130-150. Call 703-339-0444 or visit
www.metropolitanarts.org.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Just drop-in for the
session and bring your supplies to
draw or paint our live models. Fee
ranges from $8-$12. All skill levels
are welcome. Del Ray Artisans is
located at 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for
a schedule.

Photography Workshop. 10:30 a.m.-
noon at Multiple Exposures Gallery
on 105 N. Union St. Photographers
and enthusiasts of all skill levels are
invited to share work, ideas, and
questions at this free workshop held
on the last Sunday of each month,
except December. No reservations.
Call 703-683-2205.

Theater Camp. Mount Vernon
Community Children’s Theatre will
hold sessions starting June 30 to
Aug. 22. There are two-week sessions
with morning, afternoon or all day
sessions, and one-week sessions that
go all day. To register, visit
www.mvcct.org.

CHERRY BLOSSOM FUN
Cherry Blossom Food Tour. On

Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m. and
Saturdays at 2 p.m., take a guided
tour of Alexandria, exploring the
architecture, while pausing in locally-
owned eateries to sample cherry-
centric dishes and learn about cherry
blossom history. $49/person. Runs
March 22-April 12. Visit
www.dcmetrofoodtours.com/
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An Easter to Remember!

Don’t miss
Opera Night
…April 27th

305 S. Washington Street • Old Town  •  703-548-9338  •  www.trattoriadafranco.com

Happy Easter Please
join us for
Easter
Brunch

Antipasto Misto
Roast Lamb Romano
Tiramisu

Asparagus Parmigiana
Fillet of Salmon with Caviar
Cannoli

Special Menu

Patio
Seating

Available

WEEKNIGHT SPECIAL
Dinner for two with wine $29.95
Monday – Thursday

Lunch • Dinner • Weekend Brunch
119 South Royal Street, Alexandria VA 22314

703.535.8151 • www.fontainecaffe.com

Sweet and
Savory Crêpes,
Steak Frites,

Mussels,
Boutique Wines
and Craft Beers,

French Movie
Night NEW AMERICAN TAVERN

Adjacent to Hotel Monaco Alexandria
480 King Street • Alexandria, VA

703.842.2790 • jackson20.com

ENJOY EASTER BRUNCH
$45 Grand Buffet in the Paris Ballroom

or A La Carte in Jackson 20
Sunday, April 20th

9:00 am – 2:00
excludes tax and gratuity

116 South Alfred Street - Alexandria, VA
703-838-8000 • thegrillealexandria.com

Three-Course
Prix Fixe $50.00

Children 12 & under $25.00

Easter Brunch
1510-A Belle View Blvd.

703-660-6085 • www.dishesofindia.com
Belle View Shopping Center

Innovative Indian Cuisine

Special Easter Brunch Buffet
$12.95 for Adults • $8.95 for Kids

Call us for details
Sunday, April 20th • 11:00 A.M.–2:30 P.M.

• Luncheon Buffet  Every Day
• À La Carte Dinner Every Night

Award-winning wine menu ~ Major credit cards accepted

734 North Saint Asaph St.,
Alexandria, VA 22314

703-548-1616
www.theroyalrestaurant.com

SPECIAL

BUFFET Food fit for a king
on a family budget

Whole Maine Lobster
$17.95

Whole Maine Lobster
$17.95

Whole Maine Lobster
$17.95

Whole Maine Lobster
$17.95

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria, VA
703-329-1010

Open Mon-Fri 8:00 am–10:00 pm
Sat & Sun 9:30 am–10:30 pm

 Across from Eisenhower Metro & AMC Theatre

Open for
Easter Sunday

Brunch & Dinner

Open for
Easter Sunday

Brunch & Dinner

Open for
Easter Sunday

Brunch & Dinner

Open for
Easter Sunday

Brunch & Dinner

From the Founder
of Au Pied de Cochon
A Fine French Bistro

with Affordable Prices

From the Founder
of Au Pied de Cochon
A Fine French Bistro

with Affordable Prices

From the Founder
of Au Pied de Cochon
A Fine French Bistro

with Affordable Prices

From the Founder
of Au Pied de Cochon
A Fine French Bistro

with Affordable Prices
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cherry_blossom_food_tour.html for
more.

Blossoms by Bike River Ride. On
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays at 1
p.m., enjoy a three-hour bike tour
along the Mount Vernon Trail, into
DC and around the tidal basin to see
the blossoms up close. Runs March
22-April 13. $40/person age 13 and
older. Visit www.bikethesites.com/
tours for reservations.

Cherry Blossom Boat Tour.
Departing Saturdays and Sundays at
11:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m. or
5:30 p.m. at Cameron and Union
Streets. Take a boat cruise and view
the blossoms along the river. Runs
March 29-April 13. $26/adult; $14/
child age 2-11. Visit
www.potomacriverboatco.com/
blossoms2014.php to register.

THURSDAY/APRIL 10
Trunk Show Kickoff. 7 p.m., at Ten

Thousand Villages, 915 King St. Ten
Thousand Villages, a fair trade
retailer on King Street in Old Town
Alexandria, is hosting its second
annual Fair Trade clothing trunk
show through Monday, April 14. Visit
www.alexandria.tenthousandvillages.com,
www.matatraders.com,
www.symbologyclothing.com, or call
703-684-1435.

Documentary Screening. 7 p.m. at
T.C. Williams High School
auditorium, 3330 King St. “Autism:
The Musical” screening to mark
Autism Awareness and Acceptance
Month. The film follows five children
with autism who create and perform
a live musical. Light refreshments
available 6:30-7 p.m. For information
or to RSVP call 703-820-4997.

Second Thursday Music. 7 p.m. at
the Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. The
Glimpses, a local band featuring

singer/songwriter Mercedes Mill and
multi-instrumentalist and producer
Matthew Leonard, accompanied by
percussionist Jim Gormley. $10
admission. Visit www.nvfaa.org.

Nature Presentation. 7:30-9 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Potowmack Chapter of
the Virginia Native Plant Society
hosts the presentation, “Dyke Marsh
Wildlife Preserve: Restoring a
Primeval Wilderness in the DC Area.”
Call 703-642-5173.

Concert. 8 p.m., at The Lyceum 201 S.
Washington St. The United States Air
Force Band-Members of the Air Force
Strings will perform an evening of
string music. Free. Visit
www.usafband.af.mil or call 202-
767-5658.

FRIDAY/APRIL 11
Plants, Food, and Art Market. 9

a.m.-6 p.m. The American
Horticultural Society will be holding
its annual Spring Garden Market at
its River Farm. Call 703-768-5700 or
visit www.ahs.org.

SATURDAY/APRIL 12
Plants, Food, and Art Market. 9

a.m.-6 p.m. The American
Horticultural Society will be holding
its annual Spring Garden Market at
its River Farm. Call 703-768-5700 or
visit www.ahs.org.

Round Table Discussion. 10 a.m.-
noon at Del Ray Artisans, 2704
Mount Vernon Ave. Discuss “Using
Technology to Promote Art.” Free,
but donations encouraged. Register
at www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

Animal Presentation. 11 a.m. at Old
Town Theatre, 815 1/2 King St.
“Under the Sea,” presentations by
marine biologists. Visit

www.theoldtowntheater.com or call
703-549-1025.

Firefighting History Walking
Tours. 1-2:30 p.m. at Friendship
Firehouse Museum, 107 S. Alfred St.
Explore Alexandria’s firefighting
history through a tour. For people
age 10 and older. $6/adults; $4/age
10-17. Reservations required,
www.alexandriava.gov/
FriendshipFirehouse or 703-746-
4994.

Book Signing. 1-5 p.m. at the Holiday
Inn Express & Suites Alexandria Fort
Belvoir, 6055 Richmond Highway.
Author Wendy Marie Withers signs
copies of her book “Adventures of My
Brother’s Keeper.”

Blues Concert. 8 p.m. at Old Town
Theatre, 815 1/2 King St. The
Nighthawks, WSG Fatty Lumpkin &
The Love Hogs and Ron Holloway.
Visit www.theoldtowntheater.com or
call 703-549-1025.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/APRIL 12-13
Historic Ship Tour. Noon-5 p.m. at

the pier at Alexandria Marina, 201 N.
Union St. The Schooner Virginia, a
tall ship recreation of the Virginia
Pilot Association’s last pure sailing
vessel, on the first stop of its 2014
tour. Deck tours. Visit
www.SchoonerVirginia.org.

SUNDAY/APRIL 13
Easter Egg Hunt. 1 p.m. at Spring

Hills Mount Vernon Assisted Living,
3709 Shannons Green Way. Bring a
basket to collect eggs. There will also
be arts and crafts and photos with
the Easter Bunny. Refreshments
provided for all guests. Free,
reservations requested. Call 703-780-
7100 or visit www.springhillsmount
vernon.com.

MVCCT Spring Break Camp
The Mount Vernon Community Children’s Theatre will hold a Spring Break

Camp April 14-18. The theatre program will focus on education and devel-
opment in five general areas: physical development/kinesthetic skills; artistic
development /drama and theater skills; mental development/thinking skills;
personal development/intra-personal skills; and social development/inter-
personal skills. A final showcase will be performed on the last day of camp.
Theatre camp is a great way to develop many skills while having fun and
making friends. For more information or to sign up for Spring Break Camp,
visit http://mvcct.org/camps.php.
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 Happy
Easter!

Scan image with Smart Phone
using QR Code reader to view

content on our Website

Easter Sunday:
April 20, 2014

Sunday Breakfast Buffet/Brunch 7 A.M.–12 P.M.
Adults $13.00 • Children under 12 $4.25

Easter Lunch Buffet 12 P.M.–Last seating 3 P.M.
Adults $14.99 • Children under 12 $7.95

Featuring
Roast Leg of Lamb • Herb Roasted Chicken

Baked Virginia Ham • Chilean Sea Bass or Salmon

Asparagus with Hollandaise
Pasta Salad • Green Beans

Salad • Fruit and more

Please note that beverages and gratuity
are not included in the buffet price.

~ Cocktails, beer and wine available ~
~ Reservations accepted ~

Entertainment

Presentation. 2-3 p.m., at Beatley
Central Library, 5005 Duke Street,
Alexandria. The Northern Virginia
Geocaching Organization will present
an overview of geocaching, a real-
world, outdoor treasure hunting
game using GPS-enabled devices.
Free. Visit www.alexandria.lib.va.us,
or call 703-746-1702.

Folk Concert. 7 p.m., at Episcopal
Church of the Resurrection, 2280 N.
Beauregard St.. Focus Music presents
folk singer David Mallett, with
Thomas Gunn. $25, $20 for advance
sales and members. Visit
www.focusmusic.org/
concerts_alexandria.php,
www.davidmallett.com, or
www.thomasgunnn.com, or call 703-
380-3151.

MONDAY/APRIL 14
The Art of Ballroom Dance. 7 p.m.

at The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Learn the Fox Trot, Waltz, Tango,
Swing, Salsa, Meringue, Rumba, Cha-
Cha, and Samba. Come with or
without a partner. Beginner (7-7:45
lesson) and advanced (7:45-8:30
lesson) dancers welcome. Practice
8:30-9 p.m. $15 per lesson. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at The
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Hear vibraphonist Gary Burton and
pianist Makoto Ozone perform. $35.
Visit www.birchmere.com or 703-
549-7500.

TUESDAY/APRIL 15
Concert. 7:30 p.m. at Pendleton Hall,

Episcopal High School, 3800 W
Braddock Road. The National
Chamber Players, with special guest
artist Nurit Bar-Josef, will perform
Paganini’s Duet for violin and
bassoon, Igor Frolov’s Divertimento
for two violins and piano, and
Mozart’s Quintet in A Major for
clarinet and strings. Free. Call 703-
933-4135 or visit
www.episcopalhighschool.org.

Music and Poetry Performance.
7:30 p.m. at the Birchmere, 3701
Mount Vernon Ave. Joan Osborne in
support of her eighth studio album,
Love and Hate. Visit birchmere.com.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 16
Civil War Lecture. 7:30 p.m. at the

Lloyd House, 220 N. Washington St.
Dr. Charles P. Poland, Jr. presents
“The Endless Debate over What
Caused the Civil War.” Free, no
reservations required. Visit
www.historicalexandria.org or call
703-746-4554.

THURSDAY/APRIL 17
Model Railroad Club. 10 a.m. at

Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. The club presents

“Island Railroad Operations in
Hawaii, Bermuda and Ireland” with
film clips and light refreshments.
Free.

Live Music. 7:30 p.m.at The Birchmere
Music Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Lily Costner opens for Kevin Costner
& Modern West. $39.50. Visit
www.birchmere.com or 703-549-
7500 for tickets. Visit
www.kevincostner.com.

Band Concert. 8 p.m. at the Lyceum,
201 S. Washington St. The U.S. Air
Force Band plays A Quartet
Celebration; Clarinet Quartet vs.
Tuba Quartet. Call 202-767-5658 or
visit www.usafband.af.mil.

FRIDAY/APRIL 18
Easter Egg Hunt. 3:30 p.m. at The

Lee-Fendall House, 614 Oronoco St.
Children 12 or younger are eligible to
participate in the Easter Egg Hunt.
Older children and adults are
welcome to enjoy all other activities.
$12 for children aged 0-12, $5 for
others. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org.

Community Dance. 7:30-9:30 p.m. at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. Third Friday with
the Mount Vernon Swing Band.
Refreshments provided. $4. Visit
www.hollinhallseniorcenter.org/
eventsprograms.

SATURDAY/APRIL 19
Civil War Sesquicentennial Event.

8 a.m. in the Franconia
Governmental Center, 6121
Franconia Road. Grant Takes
Command of the Union Army, Battles
Lee at The Wilderness, Spotsylvania.
Contact dhakenson@cox.net1 or call
703-971-4984.

Easter Egg Hunt. 10:30 a.m., 12:30
p.m. at The Lee-Fendall House,614
Oronoco Street. Children 12 or
younger are eligible to participate in
the Easter Egg Hunt. Older children
and adults are welcome to enjoy
other activities. $12 for children aged
0-12, and $5 for all others. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org.

Country-Western Dance. 6:30-10
p.m. at Lincolnia Senior Center, 4710
North Chambliss St. Northern
Virginia Country-Western Dance
Association hosts lessons 6:30-7:30
p.m., dancing 7:30-10 p.m. with DJ.
Couples and singles welcome.
Admission for NVCWDA members
$10; non-members $12; children
under 18 accompanied by a paying
adult $5. Smoke-free, alcohol-free.
BYO refreshments. Visit
www.nvcwda.org or call 703-860-
4941.

Live Music. 7:30 p.m. in the Music
Hall at the Birchmere, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Liz Longley will open for
Johnnyswim. Visit birchmere.com.

Concert. 7:30 p.m. at the Birchmere,
3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Cleve

Francis and his large band perform
country, folk, blues, light rock and
jazz. $42. Tickets at
www.Ticketmaster.com or 800-745-
3000. Visit www.clevefrancis.com.

Swing Concert. 8 p.m. at Old Town
Theatre, 815 1/2 King St. The Natty
Beaux. Visit www.theoldtown
theater.com or call 703-549-1025.

THURSDAY/APRIL 24
Spring Book Sale. 4-8:30 p.m. at the

Charles E. Beatley Library, 5005
Duke Street, Alexandria. $1 for
paperbacks, $3 for hardbacks, kids
books for less. Members only
preview, membership at door $10.
Visit www.alexandria.lib.va.us or call
703-746-1702.

Film Screening. 6:30 p.m. at Old
Town Theatre, 815-1/2 King St.
Screening of “Master and
Commander: The Far Side of the
World,” with cocktail reception,
exhibition of clothing worn on the
film set and a pre-screening film
discussion. Tickets $45+, benefiting
American Wounded Warriors and
British Help for Heroes. Cisit https://
shop.alexandriava.gov or
www.theoldtowntheater.com, or call
703-746-4242 or 703-549-1025.

String Quartet Concert. 8 p.m. at
the Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
The U.S. Air Force Band chamber
players present an evening of music
for string quartet, featuring music by
Olivier Messiaen. Free. Call 202-767-
5658 or visit www.usafband.af.mil.

FRIDAY/APRIL 25
Spring Book Sale. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.,

at the Charles E. Beatley Library,
5005 Duke Street, Alexandria. $1 for
paperbacks, $3 for hardbacks, kids
books for less. Open to general
public. Visit alexandria.lib.va.us or
call 703-746-1702.

Middle School Play. 7 p.m. at the
George Washington Middle School
Auditorium, 1005 Mount Vernon
Ave. Adaptation of Charlotte Bronte’s
“Jane Eyre.” Tickets $5, cash and
check only. Concessions available.
Call 703-706-4500.

Magic Show. 7:30 p.m., Bishop Ireton
High School theater, 201 Cambridge
Road, Alexandria. Visit http://magi-
whirl.org.

SATURDAY/APRIL 26
Herb and Craft Sale. 8 a.m.-4 p.m.,

at the Carlyle House Historic Park,
121 N. Fairfax St. Celebrate spring
with the Friends of Carlyle House’s
Annual Garden Day Herb & Craft
Sale. Free. Admission for the House
tour is $5 for adults, $3 for children
5-12 years old, free for children 4
and under or free with your
Alexandria Garden Day ticket. Visit
www.nvrpa.org/park/
carlyle_house_historic_park for more.

127 N. Washington St., Alexandria • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

The Finest Country French
Cuisine in Old Town for 30 Years.

• Dover Sole • Bouillabaisse
• Frog Legs • Beef Wellington

 • Split Pea Soup • Cassoulet
 • Venison • Coq au Vin

• Fresh Shad Roe

Spring Specials

Old Town

Open Easter, Sunday April 20th
3 Seatings at 1pm, 3pm, and 5pm

3 course prix fixe menu
Please make early reservations.
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1020 North Fairfax Street,
Alexandria, Virginia

People

By Senitra T. McCombs

Gazette Packet

A
lexandria painter Kathy DeZarn
Beynette’s second children’s
book, “When I’m Not Myself,”
was released worldwide in

March.
“When I’m Not Myself ” combines

Beynette’s colorful illustrations with her
creative poetic verses to teach children
about the connections between themselves
and the Animal Kingdom.

“I hope children are entertained first and
foremost, but I also hope they will be able
to see themselves in these animals and un-
derstand the animal kingdom and them-
selves a little better. In addition, I hope that
they can understand a little of the creative
process,” she said.

The book is available at Amazon.com,
Barnes and Noble, local bookstores, and
through the publisher’s website at

www.pomegranate.com.
Because she identifies

with animals and feels
empathy for them, a lot of
her work is inspired by
animals including her first
children’s book, “When
Your Porcupine Feels
Prickly.”

What sets “When I’m Not Myself” apart
from other children’s books is that it gives
children a simplified glimpse into the pub-
lication and editing process.

Each of the book’s 48 pages contains
Beynette’s original drawing and poem of a
particular animal on one page and then a
colored painting along with the edited text
on the next page.

Educators can use the book to “show their
students that the drafting and editing pro-
cess happens in real life and it is not just
something the teacher makes them do.”

In addition, the rhyme schemes are an
excellent way for children to learn to read.

“Sometimes it’s easier for children to hear
a universal truth if it is spoken about an
animal than applying it to themselves. I
think that’s why a lot of children’s books
incorporate animals,” she said.

After her first children’s book, she wanted
to try doing a children’s book with just
drawings. Then she begin thinking about

whether children would love
them. She redid the book with
paintings. Her editor decided
that it would “would be really
helpful and unique for children
to see the process of a drawing
becoming a painting.”

“Children can see the editing
process even at this level,” she
said.

Overall, the creative process to
produce “When I’m Not Myself”
took her about 2 and a half
years.

Beynette has been writing
since the age of 7. In the sixth
grade, she often wrote “steamy”
romantic poems for the girls in
her class and was paid .25 cents.
One of her first jobs after college
was as a theatre reviewer for a
local magazine.

Throughout her artistic career, she has
flirted with other art forms outside of paint-
ing such as calligraphy and embroidery.
Beynette also incorporates a lot of every-
day material such as window screen mesh,
cheese cloths, and sticks into her artwork.

Her favorite children’s books include
“Charlotte’s Web” by E. B. White and “Pippi
Longstocking” by Astrid Lindgren.

Beynette was raised in and lives in the

Alexandria part of Fairfax County with her
husband and two cats Edith and Willie. She
is a full time artist and spends a majority of
her time in her studio (studio 5) at the Tor-
pedo Factory on Union Street. In her spare
time, she also enjoys knitting, Zumba, run-
ning and of course reading.

Beynette has a BA in English from Ameri-
can University and a master’s degree in cre-
ative writing and literature from George
Mason University.

Alexandria’s Kathy Beynette Debuts Children’s Book
“When I’m Not
Myself” also offers
insight into book
production process.
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Home LifeStyle

By Marilyn Campbell

Gazette Packet

O
ld Town Alexandria-
based interior designer
Anna Kucera has a
knack for helping her

clients turn their fanciful ideas in to
concrete realities.

“Getting to know my clients and
looking for areas where I can create
solutions for them is the first place I
begin,” said Kucera, who lives in the
Belle Haven section of Alexandria. “I
purposely don’t ascribe to a signature
style because my design philosophy is
to interpret a client’s aesthetic prefer-
ences and help them bring their style
to life. By guiding them to experience
their surroundings in a new way, what
they love about their home is en-
hanced.”

Kucera was honored for that talent
recently when she received a 2014
Best of Houzz award for customer sat-
isfaction. Clients who know her say

the award is well deserved.
Kucera designed several rooms in the Al-

exandria home of Susan McLeod. “Anna’s
integrity is evident in everything she
does, from her family, faith friends and
most importantly her works. Her ethics
seem to be the foundation from where
everything else is built,” said McLeod. “It
is nice as a homeowner to be able to trust
a designer. She’s easy to communicate
with and listens very well. If she doesn’t
understand a vision that I’m trying to get
across to her, she asks the right questions
to be able to get out of you what you
like and what you don’t like. Anna de-
signed window treatments, selected
paint colors, wall paper, helped with fab-
rics for upholstery and made carpet se-
lections.”

Kucera, who has a master of fine arts
in interior design from The George Wash-
ington University, applied her design ideol-
ogy to the living room of a home in Mount
Vernon. “My client grew up in Williamsburg,
Va., and had several lovely traditional pieces
of furniture given by her mother that she
wanted to incorporate into her new home,”
said Kucera. “While my client’s aesthetic is
steeped in traditional style, she and her
husband sought a current look for their
young family. We blended the traditional
furniture forms with a fresh color palette
incorporating a variety of texture and pat-
tern.”

The designer used whimsical accessories,
“pops of unexpected color and personal
photos” to design a space that reflects the
family who lives there.”

In Old Town Alexandria, Kucera rede-
signed a master bedroom for a client who
wanted to create an elegant space without
compromising comfort. “My client re-
quested a sophisticated, yet comfortable
retreat in her master bedroom. She longed
for a space that is soothing and feminine,”
said Kucera. “The room has a vaulted ceil-
ing and lovely natural light. To accentuate
the high ceilings and beautiful windows, I
designed a bed canopy and corresponding
drapery panels.”

Kucera used window treatments to help
create ambiance. “Beneath the drapery pan-
els are translucent natural woven shades,
which diffuse the intensity of sunlight while
still allowing light to flood the room dur-
ing the day,” she said. “The drapery panels
may be closed for both privacy and light
control.”

Chic accessories make the room a com-
fortable retreat. “Swing-arm lamps are
mounted above the bed for bedtime read-
ing. In the corner of the room is an uphol-
stered rocker with an ottoman, which of-
fers an additional cozy spot for reading and
relaxation.”

Julie Duke, of Alexandria, is another sat-
isfied customer. She met Kucera shortly af-
ter the 2011 earthquake rocked the Wash-
ington, D.C. region. “My house was severely
damaged …including collapsed ceilings and
buckling floors,” said Duke. “Anna came in
and helped me negotiate not only the re-
construction of my home, but then once the

Alexandria tastemaker
blends a variety of styles.Local Designer Honored

Spring Home Spruce Up
“A refresh of art and accessories is a great

way to welcome spring into your home. Think
color and brightness. For example, swap out
your sofa pillows for ones with an unexpected
color. Place small bud vases throughout your
home and as blossoms appear around your
yard, simply place one here and there.
Display your children or grandchildren’s
colorful art in a prominent place. Change the
arrangement on your mantel or dining table
by adding spring green candles and a bowl of
pebbles with moss.”

— Anna Kucera

Interior designer Anna Kucera helped a client blend traditional furniture
from her mother with a fresh color palette that incorporated a variety of
texture and pattern in her Mount Vernon home.

Interior designer Anna Kucera created a master bedroom for a client
who wanted to create an elegant space without comprising comfort.

When designing this living room
for an Mount Vernon family,
designer Anna Kucera used whim-
sical accessories and pops of
unexpected color.

Alexandria-based interior de-
signer Anna Kucera received a
2014 Best of Houzz award for
customer satisfaction.

“I purposely don’t ascribe
to a signature style
because my design
philosophy is to interpret a
client’s aesthetic
preferences and help them
bring their style to life.”

— Anna Kucera
construction aspect was done, we set about
redecorating room by room. It was a two-
year process. She was so professional, lis-
tened so well with regard to my taste and
worked with the existing things in my home
that were salvageable.”

Kucera may appreciate the award and her
clients’ praise, but, she says, “The best com-
pliment to my work is when a client hears
… a friend [say], ‘This is so you!’”
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Opinion

The following letter to Alexandria City Council
concerning housing and human services budget rec-
ommendations from the Alexandria Budget Advocacy
Coalition for Housing and Human Services is shared
with the Alexandria Gazette Packet.

A
s you consider the FY 2015 pro
posed city budget, we urge you
to make additional and needed
investments in housing, health

and human services programs. These rec-
ommendations were developed through a
collaborative process of nonprofit housing
developers, human service providers, and
advocacy organizations identifying commu-
nity needs and then making recommenda-
tions for the FY 2015 budget. Our organi-
zations work daily with many vulnerable
families who live and work in Alexandria.
It will take both the public and private sec-
tors, working together, to secure the re-
sources critical to these working families
and at-risk individuals in our community.
We believe that strategic public investments
in housing and human services can lever-
age significant amounts of private capital
to provide an excellent return on the city’s
investment to maintain a viable and diverse
community. The guiding principles that in-
formed our decisions are as follows:

❖ No one recommendation takes priority
over the others;

❖ Each recommendation funds a program
that is an essential component of a system
of housing and services that offers individu-
als and families in need the optimum
chances for success;

❖ These recommendations support a wide
spectrum of households along the housing
continuum;

❖ No funding for new initiatives is re-
quested. Instead, these recommendations
fund coordinated efforts between housing
and service providers to deliver critical
safety net supports with maximum effi-
ciency and adoption of best practices.

Our recommendations are as follows:

HEALTHY AND THRIVING RESIDENTS
Rental Subsidy Program: We support the

City Manager’s addition of $240,000 for
Senior/Disabled Rent Relief in the proposed
budget. The current budget for rent relief
is $272,177, and has not changed since
FY2007. This program supports approxi-
mately 80 households annually who are
income-eligible elderly or disabled renters.
The maximum subsidy will be capped at
$500/month, serving households that earn
no more than $25,600 annually. This fund-
ing will provide support for approximately
30 additional households.

Homeless Prevention Services: We request
an addition of $100,000 for Homeless Pre-
vention Services in the proposed budget.
This program has expended approximately
$293,000 YTD, and prevented 206 people
from becoming homeless. While length of
time for assistance varies, the average shel-

ter costs for individuals are approximately
$3,800 per person compared to the aver-
age subsidy for homeless prevention of
$1,400 per person. Keeping families and
individuals in their homes is clearly of
greater benefit, and more cost effective.
However, this program has run out of fund-
ing, and can no longer be strategic for pro-
viding prevention services. Therefore we
urge additional funding for this program in
FY2015.

Disposition of the Aspen and Grayson
Properties: Two city-owned or city-financed
properties used as transitional housing for
eight CSB clients and clients dealing with
substance abuse are no longer in use for
those purposes, and the disposition of the
properties is uncertain. As noted in the
Housing Master Plan, “there is an unmet
need of 795 affordable housing units for
persons with disabilities in Alexandria, and
locating residential programs for CSB cli-
ents and/or homeless individuals is a com-
munity challenge.” Currently, however,
there is neighborhood acceptance for these
two facilities. As a result, we urge the Coun-
cil to direct the City Manager and appro-
priate staff to work with nonprofits in the
community to continue their use for resi-
dential programs focused on these hard- to-
serve populations.

Alexandria Fund for Human Services: We
respectfully request that the funding for the
Alexandria Fund for Human Services
(AFHS) for FY2015 be restored to the
FY2014 level, increasing the City Manager’s
proposed budget by $111,829. A 5.5 per-
cent decrease, following six consecutive
years of level funding by the city, is a sig-
nificant cut. City funds strengthen the abil-
ity of the nonprofit community to leverage
private resources, in-kind donations, and
volunteer hours from private citizens, the
faith community, the business community,
and foundations. This loss of funds will have
a significant negative impact on programs
delivered by our nonprofit organizations
and, more importantly, those who are most
vulnerable in our community.

JobLink Employment Services: We note
the reduction in funding for employment
services for adults through JobLink. Em-
ployment training and job placement are
critical to the success of families and indi-
viduals to thrive and achieve greater self-
sufficiency. However, this program was not
helpful for many of the households we
serve. We urge the city to support employ-
ment programs that address the challenges
of very low income persons with high bar-
riers to employment –language skills, life
skills, basic educational deficiencies, crimi-
nal histories, etc. Initiatives that engage
potential employers and community col-
leges with nonprofit organizations offer the
best opportunities to train residents in the
life and professional skills they need and
place them in jobs. We would welcome the

opportunity to work with city staff to ex-
plore new opportunities to address this goal.

LIVABLE, GREEN AND
PROSPERING CITY

Homeownership
We support the City Manager’s addition

of $214,000 for five additional loans to low
and moderate income Alexandria residents,
noting that this is an increase above the four
loans made in the last fiscal year. A key pro-
vision of the Housing Master Plan is to “pro-
vide and support affordable and workforce
home purchase opportunities for Alexandria
residents and workers.” We hope that a way
can be found to support a housing counse-
lor, either by the city or outsourced to a third
party. This homeownership education in-
volving all aspects of home purchase and
financing is critical to successful
homeownership by reducing the incidence
of delinquent mortgage payments or fore-
closures.

Affordable Housing and the Adopted Goal
of 2,000 newly committed units by 2025

Securing decent, affordable housing in
Alexandria remains one of the greatest chal-
lenges for low and moderate income house-
holds, many of whom are employed full-
time. Consider the following statistics from
the Housing Master Plan:

❖ Over 6,000 market affordable rental
units lost from 2000 –2010;

❖ Over 12,000 affordable ownership
units lost to increased property values in
the same period;

❖ The analysis of future housing needs
shows a net deficit of approximately 15,000
units by 2030 for households earning at or
below 60 percent of the area median in-
come;

❖ The shortage of units in all bedroom
sizes for households earning at or below 30
percent of area median income is approxi-
mately 3,500 units.

We applaud the Council’s unanimous ap-
proval of the Housing Master Plan, and
adoption of the goal to preserve or build
2,000 units by 2025. Securing 800 units of
committed affordable housing at
Beauregard was a significant accomplish-
ment, but given the tremendous docu-
mented need for housing that is affordable,
we urge the Council not to include these
units — which were committed in 2012 —
in the 2000 unit goal beginning in FY2015.

To support new construction or preser-
vation of affordable rental housing, we urge
City Council to consider a long-term, an-
nual investment in housing which can le-
verage private funding to meet housing
goals. The proposed FY15 Office of Hous-
ing budget provides a total of $3.4 million
available to develop or preserve new afford-
able rental housing, and increase the city’s
committed affordable housing stock. This
breaks down into the following categories:

❖ Housing Trust Fund: $2,135,000

❖ Federal funding: $833,980 (HOME
funds)

❖ General fund: $490,000 (.06 cents of
real estate tax)

The majority of Housing Trust Fund mon-
ies is one time carryover funding from FY14,
and 25 percent of this $3.4 million alloca-
tion is federal funding which is declining.
We appreciate the continued commitment
of the .06 cents of the real estate tax, and
would urge allocation of additional fund-
ing in FY2016 as federal dollars continue
to shrink. As affordable housing develop-
ers seek opportunities in the city, they will
need an annual, reliable source of public
funding to leverage their financing and
bridge the gap to provide rents to moder-
ate income households. The proposed fund-
ing for FY2015 is barely adequate for a 50-
unit development, and would not support
additional development opportunities.

This coalition appreciates the significant
budget challenges for FY2015, and thanks
you for your commitment to address our
concerns for those in our community who
are homeless, elderly or disabled, or sim-
ply low and moderate income workers who
struggle to keep up with the cost of living
in Alexandria. We stand ready to work with
you to maintain the critical safety net of
services and make the city a safe and pros-
perous place for all Alexandrians, regard-
less of income or ability.

AHC, Inc, Walter Webdale, President
and CEO; Alexandria’s Economic Oppor-

tunities Commission, Dipti Pidikiti-
Smith, Chair; Alexandria Housing
Development Corporation, Daniel

Abramson, Chairman of the Board;
Alexandria NAACP, LaDonna Sanders,
President; Arlington-Alexandria Coalition

for the Homeless, Michael O’Rourke,
Executive Director; ALIVE!, Ken Naser,

Executive Director and Ellen Brown,
Board President; Carpenter’s Shelter,

Lissette Bishins, Executive Director;
Community Lodgings, Lynn Thomas,

Executive Director; Friends of Guest
House, Kari Galloway, Executive

Director; Governing Board for the Part-
nership to Prevent and End

Homelessness, Pam Michell and
Lissette Bishins, co-chairs; Habitat for

Humanity of Northern Virginia, Jon
Smoot, Executive Director; K.I. Services,

Inc, Yvonne Williams, Executive
Director; New Hope Housing, Pam

Michell, Executive Director; Northern
Virginia Affordable Housing Alliance,

Michelle Krocker, Executive Director;
Northern Virginia Family Service, Mary

Agee, President and CEO; Rebuilding
Together Alexandria, Katharine Dixon,
President and CEO and Donald Holley,

Chairman of the Board; and Wesley
Housing Development Corporation,

Shelley Murphy, President and CEO

Maintaining a Viable and Diverse Community
Public and private sectors must work together to secure the resources
critical to working families and at-risk individuals in our community.
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Letters

Civil War
Recruiting
Day

Reenactors por-
traying soldiers of the
3rd U.S. Infantry,
Company K, set up
camp recently at Fort
Ward Park for “Re-
cruiting Day.” The
soldiers drilled on the
green in front of the
museum and an-
swered questions
about the unit and re-
enacting to visitors.

Brian Schwatka portrays
surgeon 1st Lieutenant John
Shaw Billing USA.

A sample of tools and supplies that a
U.S. Army surgeon would have worked
with during the Civil War.

Reenactors from
the 3rd U.S. Infan-
try, Company K,
stand et ease in
front of the gates
at Fort Ward Park:
Brian Briones,
Jason Eckhart and
Neil Burke.
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When both finally materialize, it won’t be
the taxpaying citizens who decide either
question: it will be those placed in office by
Democratic Party apparatchik who select
our office holders in their political primary.
It’s democracy all right, but democracy
shamefully writ small.

Jimm Roberts
Alexandria

Outlandish
Property Taxes
To the Editor:

Why is it that our property taxes have
risen 135 percent since the year 2000?
That’s an average increase of 7 percent ev-
ery year. Yet we are consistently told by our
council that the numerous new building
developments they have ravaged upon us
will create a tax base that will in turn give
the citizens a break on their property taxes.
That’s just pure baloney, as who is paying
for the entire associated infrastructure.
Obviously the developers aren’t; we are.
Therefore the taxes generated by the city’s
numerous overdevelopment programs are
being spent in other areas and are not be-
ing returned to us as tax rebates.

Take for example the city manager’s pro-
posed budget for FY 2015? The new pay
schedule proposed by the city manager for
his own office tells you a lot. It seems that
three of his assistants have reached their
maximum pay (or reached the top step in
grade); however the manager has now cre-
ated his own scale called the “Top of Scale
Adjustment” which equates to an increase
of 2.3 percent of salary. In real terms this
means that all three will receive about a
$5,000 raise.  Three other members of his
staff will also receive between $4,000 to
$5,000 raises. The city manager himself
however tops the Richter Scale by giving
himself a raise of $16,420 resulting in a
salary of $263,870 or a 6.6 percent increase.
This is not only bizarre, it’s above the pale.
A $16,420 raise for doing what? This man-
ager has isolated himself from the commu-
nity by appointing a chief of staff and a
number of other go-fers. In a poor economy

this is what our city officials are doing to
help the community? The council needs to
reject all these pay raises and start paying
attention to where city funds should be
spent. A good place to start is on our public
safety, especially by not moving assets out
of firehouse 204 on Powhatan Street to the
new firehouse 210 on Eisenhower Street.

Even with the generation of all our rev-
enues primarily through property taxes, the
city is looking at a deficit of $35 million in
the FY 2015 budget. The real question then
is how does the manager intend to balance
the books? If you are a senior who has a
house assessed over $575,000 and even if
you make less than $40,000 you will pay
the full property tax on that property. That
means that if you bought your house many
years ago at a lower price and now your
house is assessed at $600,000 you will pay
the full tax of $6,000. This initiative will
save the city about $1.3 million. In addi-
tion, the Senior’s Taxi Program is a candi-
date for elimination because it will save
$164,000. Attempting to balance the bud-
get on the backs of our seniors and public
safety is nothing short of an underhanded
financial management strategy. Oh, by the
way, it is also recommended that we pay
parking meter fees up till 9 p.m. which
means another $3.50 for those two extra
hours of parking.

Now that the Boat Club negotiations are
almost over it means that the city will owe
the club $5 million to move to the new
Prince Street location. Additionally, the city
bought the Beachcomber and one third of
Chadwick’s parking lot for $2.5 million out
of the open space fund. Those funds have
to be returned to that open space fund. It
means that it will cost the taxpayers $7.5
million for that move. That equates to at
least an additional 2 cent raise on our prop-
erty taxes if council opts to fund it that way.

The end product of all this is that we the
citizenry will continue to pay outlandish
property taxes at the expense of funding a
financially healthy city workforce who con-
tinually fail to listen to our concerns on most
of the major issues facing us. It’s time for a
change.

Townsend A. “Van” Van Fleet
Alexandria

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com.

THURSDAY/APRIL 10
Legislative Wrap Up. 6:30-8 p.m. at

the Huntington Community Center,
5751 Liberty Drive. Del. Rob
Krupicka will discuss this legislative
session and the ongoing budget
process. Visit http://
krupicka.ngpvanhost.com for more.

THROUGH FRIDAY/APRIL 11
Clothing Drive. AIA’s Women in

Architecture Committee is collecting
gently used women’s professional
attire for Dress for Success, a
nonprofit organization that helps
disadvantaged women. Visit
www.aianova.org.

FRIDAY/APRIL 11
Family Fun Night. 6-8 p.m. at

Bulletin Board

Chinquapin Park Recreation Center &
Aquatics Facility, 3210 King St. Enjoy
water activities, playing on the
racquetball courts and more. $4/
resident; $8/nonresident. Contact
Ralph Baird at 703-746-5435 or
email ralph.baird@alexandriava.gov.

SATURDAY/APRIL 12
Electronics Recycling. 10 a.m.-1

p.m. at St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes
School, 400 Fontaine St. Electronics
recycling in partnership with Service
Source, including . Call 202-255-
8905 or 703-953-4228. Visit
www.keepitgreen.org.

Luncheon. The Alexandria chapter of
Nu Xi Zeta will host the 7th annual
Spring Luncheon entitled “Upholding
Tradition, Investing in Our Youth” at
11 a.m. at Army Navy Country Club.
The Nu Xi Zeta Foundation will
recognize the Community Service
Award recipient, the Campagna
Center; Man of the Year, Glenn
Hopkins; and Woman of the Year,

Jaspen Boothe; and the scholarship
awardees. To purchase tickets, visit
www.nuxizetahavefoundation.org.

Candidate Forum. 4-6 p.m. at Mount
Vernon High School, 8515 Old
Mount Vernon Road. Candidate
forum for 8th Congressional District
sponsored by Alexandria NAACP.
Visit www.fairfaxnaacp.org.

TUESDAY/APRIL 15
Business Development

Roundtable. Noon-1 p.m.
“Brainstorm Your Business” with
Alexandria Small Business
Development Center. Feedback for
five businesses present at the
roundtable. No registration required.
Contact
gflanagan@alexandriasbdc.org, call
703-778-1292 or visit
www.alexandriasbdc.org.

Book Launch. 5-6 p.m. at 625 N.
Washington St., Suite 400. Reception
with Ray Sidney-Smith, author of
“SoLoMo Success: Social Media,

Local and Mobile Marketing Small
Business Strategy Explained.”
Refreshments provided. Call 703-
778-1292 or visit
www.alexandriasbdc.org.

TUESDAY-WEDNESDAY/APRIL 15-16
Social Media Counseling.

Appointments at 625 N. Washington
St., Suite 400.  45-minute sessions
for Alexandria businesses with Ray
Sidney-Smith of W3 Consulting.
Email Gloria Flanagan for availability
at gflanagan@alexandriasbdc.org.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 16
Discussion Series. 1-3 p.m. at Beatley

Library, 5005 Duke St. “So You Think
You’re Covered: Evaluating Your
Long-Term-Care Plans.” Get guidance
in how to evaluate long-term care
insurance to see if it covers what you
think it does, and if it doesn’t, what
you can do about it. Free.
Reservations recommended, 703-

231-0824.

THURSDAY/APRIL 17
Luncheon. 11:30 a.m. at Crowne Plaza

Old Town, 901 N Fairfax St. Thirty-
six public safety personnel will be
recognized at the 2014 Alexandria
Chamber of Commerce Public Safety
Valor Awards Luncheon. Visit
www.alexchamber.com.

FRIDAY/APRIL 18
Deadline for Proposals. 5 p.m. The

City of Alexandria Office of the Arts
is accepting proposals for the
temporary placement or experience
of art in public spaces in the City of
Alexandria through the Special
Opportunity Grant program. Artists
and artist teams can apply for grants
up to $5,000. To attend the
workshop via webinar, register in
advance by email to
cherylanne.colton@alexandriava.gov.
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ment for a single-family home is almost
$680,000.

“We all know individuals who are
house rich and cash poor,” said Robert
Eiffert, a member of the Alexandria Com-
mission on Aging. “We believe these
changes will cause real hardship to older
residents and those with disabilities
who could be forced from their homes
due to these cuts.”

Members of the commission are sug-
gesting a cap of $700,000 instead of
$500,000, which would be above the
average single-family home assess-
ment. It also suggests that the cap be
indexed to the average rate of change
in real-estate property values. This
year, for example, the assessments
grew by more than 4 percent. Creat-
ing an index would prevent seniors
from being forced out of the tax-re-
lief program at the whim of the real-
estate market. Now commission mem-
bers are urging council members to in-
corporate these changes when they vote
on a final budget in May.

“We urge you to reject or significantly
modify these changes to the tax relief
program to keep Alexandria a livable
community for all ages,” said Eiffert.

THE SENIOR TAXI program was estab-
lished more than 25 years ago to provide
taxi rides to city residents age 60 and older.
Trips are permitted to the grocery store and
medical appointments within city limits as
well medical appointments up to five miles
outside city limits. City officials say elimi-
nating the program would save about

$164,000, although it would be somewhat
offset by continuation of a Department of
Community and Human Services group bus
senior transportation system and the De-
partment of Transportation paratransit sys-
tem. But critics are challenging the city
manager’s explanation that those programs

will be able to handle the demand.
“This assumption is flat out wrong,” said

Jane King, chairwoman of the Commission
on Aging. “Most current users are not eli-
gible for DOT, which in fact tends to be more
costly to the city than senior taxi.”

King said riders in the DOT program
must be certified by as physician as un-
able to ride a bus system because of dis-
ability. Furthermore, she said, the Division
on Aging buses provide group transporta-
tion but not for individual appointments.
King also expressed concern about guard-
ianship legal fees for incapacitated seniors.
She asked council members to add $36,000
to make sure the eight clients who are cur-
rently on a waiting list get the help they
need.

“Our community has few legal resources
to address the help needed by low-income
seniors who are unable to manage their own
health, safety and financial affairs due to
mental or physical disability,” said King.
“Most have no family or other resources to
call upon.”

ADVOCATES FOR SENIORS are also
concerned about the proposed termination
of JobLink support for older residents seek-
ing employment. King said these job
searches are often so difficult they are “bru-
tal,” adding that since the program

launched 29 percent of clients have
found permanent employment.

“This program allows these people to
remain in our community as contribut-
ing workers and tax-paying citizens,” said
King.

City officials point to one of the bud-
get proposals they say would help se-
niors, a plan to increase senior rent re-
lief by $240,000. Councilman Paul
Smedberg asked Young to consider add-
ing time restrictions on when a lease
must be acquired to quality for the pro-
gram, an effort to make sure people don’t
move to Alexandria specifically to take
advantage of the program. The city man-
ager responded that 90 percent of the
renters in the program have lived in Al-
exandria for more than one year, and that
the average length of residency in the city
was 31 years. Young added that if coun-
cil members create a one-year residency
requirement some exemptions should be
created for those who are homeless and
those who are current recipients with less
than one-year residency.

“Those individuals would be allowed
to continue in the program to prevent
unnecessary and costlier homeless pre-
vention services in the event they can-
not afford the rent without the subsidy,”
wrote Young in a budget memorandum.

Will City Balance the Budget on Backs of Seniors?

“We believe these changes
will cause real hardship to
older residents and those
with disabilities who could
be forced from their homes
due to these cuts.”

— Robert Eiffert of the Alexandria
Commission on Aging
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News

on the waterfront,” said Yvonne Weight
Callahan, president of the Old Town Civic
Association. “The idea that a fire engine
could respond by leaving the West End to
come down east during any type of rush
hour is really truly frightening.”

THE COUNCIL has a number of choices.
It could accept the city manager’s proposal,
which would save about $2.2 million com-
pared to hiring a staff of 10 new employees
and purchasing equipment for them. Or it
could leave the newly created Station 210
closed for the short term. Or council mem-
bers could find $2.2 million — $91,000 for
equipment, $780,000 for salaries and $1.3
million in overtime costs driven by mini-
mum staffing requirements.

“While these trade-offs are not ideal,”
wrote Councilman Justin Wilson in an email
to supporters, “they are the recommenda-
tion of our acting fire chief to utilize a lim-
ited supply of resources to protect the en-
tire city.”

Acting Fire Chief Andrew Snead recom-
mended moving an engine unit that had a
consistently low number of calls for service
to an area where existing fire engines have
a high volume of calls for service. City records
show Station 204 has received an average
of 24 fire calls over the last three years, one
of the lowest in the city. Because response
times are longer than city officials say they
should be, leaders at the fire department say

Proposal Would Save $2.2 Million by Moving Engine 204

City officials want to move
Engine 204 from the fire station
on the east to the new fire
station on the west.

the time is right to take action now.
“The proposed redeployment of Engine

204 is a recognition that our service deliv-
ery model requires reassessment of appara-
tus to balance fire apparatus throughout the
entire response area and to improve fire re-
sponse capabilities to those areas where calls
for service are most prevalent,” said Young.

Alexandria Fire Department
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

H
ow does a program respond
to the graduation of multiple
All-Americans, including one
of the most prolific goal-scor-

ers in high school lacrosse history?
If that program is St. Stephen’s & St.

Agnes, led by legendary coach Kathy
Jenkins, it just plugs in some new athletes
and keeps on winning.

The St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes girls’ la-
crosse team defeated rival Episcopal 17-3
on Tuesday at Episcopal High School. Ten
different players scored at least one goal
for the Saints, who improved their record
to 14-0.

Junior midfielder Ellie Majure and senior
midfielder Olivia Mikkelsen each scored
four goals for the Saints. Majure leads the
Washington, D.C.-metro area with 60 goals,
according to stats from the Washington
Post’s allmetsports.com.

“She has very quick hands and feet,”
Jenkins said. “Watch her hands, her hands
are so quick. She sees [the field] really well
and she likes to score.”

While it’s nothing new for the Saints to
have a standout goal-scorer, having some-
one other than Carly Reed at the top of the
list is a change of pace. Reed, now a fresh-
man on the University of North Carolina
women’s team, finished her four-year SSSA
career with 475 goals, which would be a
national record according to the National
Federation of State High School Associa-
tions. With Reed now in college, the Saints
feature a more balanced offensive attack.

“We like to have seven or eight scorers,”
said Jenkins, who has won more than 600
games in nearly 40 years of coaching. “Last
year, people all went after Carly. We’d rather

have it more spread out. … We’re still try-
ing to run the same
things and we’re just
feeling like more
people are being given
opportunities to score.
Carly liked the ball in
her stick and she was
really good at getting
open.”

Senior midfielder
Sophie Davidson
scored two goals
against Episcopal on
Tuesday. Junior at-
tacker Haley Mullen,
sophomore attacker
Ellie Carson, junior
attacker Abby Bailey,
junior defender Kendall Swenson, freshman
midfielder Caroline Wiseman, sophomore
midfielder Anna Pusey and sophomore at-
tacker Mattern Burnett each scored one goal
against the Maroon.

The Saints have also been strong defen-
sively, thanks in part to University of South-
ern California-bound goalkeeper Gussie
Johns.

“She’s just such a leader, but she’s also an
athlete,” Jenkins said about Johns. “… Her
athletic ability, her game knowledge, her
understanding the game, her coaching from
behind in the goal [make her a strong goal-
keeper].”

Johns said she when she was younger she
wanted to become a goalie to follow in the
footsteps of her older brother, Bo.

“I think being athletic in the goal helps
me,” Johns said. “I think it brings something
else to the position that not a lot of people
are able to.

I think the position is changing a lot. ….
They can go out for ground balls or help on

the defense or help on the ride.”
The Saints have continued winning de-

spite the graduation of All-Americans Reed,
attacker Besser Dyson (University of Vir-
ginia), defender Wyatt Whitley (Virginia)
and midfielder Margaret Tucker Fogarty
(James Madison). Last season, St. Stephen’s
finished 28-1, winning ISL and state cham-
pionships. This year, the Saints are unde-
feated midway through the season.

“It’s something I’d like to do,” Johns said
of going undefeated. “It’s a great feat to go
undefeated, but it’s not something always
on the top of my mind.”

The Saints will travel to face Flint Hill at
4:15 p.m. on Thursday, April 10, and will
host Collegiate School at 4:15 p.m. on Fri-
day, April 11.

Ellie Majure (34) is
the St. Stephen’s &

St. Agnes girls’
lacrosse team’s

leading goal scorer
this season.

Ellie Carson and the St.
Stephen’s & St. Agnes girls’

lacrosse team defeated
Episcopal 17-3 on Tuesday.

SSSA Girls’ Lacrosse Trounces Rival Episcopal
Saints undefeated
despite graduation
of multiple
All-Americans.

Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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“Our guys know what they have to do,”
Stramese said. “It all comes down to hard
work, and being smart and disciplined in
our approach. We’re fortunate to have a core
group of seniors who are providing leader-
ship in this regard. The challenge now is to
stay focused and keep improving from week
to week.”

On the girls’ side, the Titans returned to
St. Andrew’s School in Middletown, Del.,
for the second week in a row to compete in
the Noxontown Regatta. When they raced
at St. Andrew’s on March 29, the T.C. girls
dominated the field, finishing in first or sec-
ond place in every race they entered. This
past Saturday, the Titans repeated that feat,

winning four out of the six events raced on
the day, and coming in second in the other
two.

The girls’ third varsity 8 sprinted down
the 1,500-meter course with a time of
6:01.9, five seconds faster than the runner-
up boat from Walt Whitman High School.
Members of the third varsity 8 include: cox-
swain Kathrina Policarpio and rowers
Caileigh Pattisall, Alyssa Forbes, Annette
Koroma, Kate Arnold, Valerie Hernandez,
Emily Dickson, Lynn Stevens, and Priya
Vohra. The third varsity is guided by coach
Jane Turner.

The girls’ varsity 4 crossed the finish line
with a time of 6:38.9, nearly 20 seconds

faster than runner-up St. Andrew’s. Mem-
bers of the varsity 4 include: coxswain
Policarpio and rowers Lynn Stevens, Kate
Arnold, Alexis Judd, and Julet Roque. The
varsity 4 is also guided by Coach Turner.

The girls’ freshman 8 won their race for
the second week in a row with a time of
5:53.4, over 10 seconds faster than the sec-
ond-place boat from Bethesda-Chevy Chase.
Members of the freshman 8 include: cox-
swain Elizabeth Roda and rowers Anissa
Ashraf, Olivia Anthony, Reed Kenny,
Caroline Hill, Lauren Kelly, Fatima Chavez,
Cobie Johnson, and Jessica Mellon. The

Titans Divide and Conquer TC crew dominates in separate events.

D
ivide and conquer” is a term not
usually associated with the sport
of rowing. Yet in races this past

Saturday in Virginia and Delaware, that is
exactly what the boys and girls of the T.C.
Williams crew team achieved.

First, the boys: competing in a scrimmage
at Bull Run Marina against the crew from
Westfield High School, the Titan oarsmen
won 17 out of the 18 events that they raced.
Head boys’ coach Pete Stramese stressed not
to read too much into the results — that
the scrimmage was for practice purposes
only and that the final seats and boat line-
ups are not yet set. Still, he said, he was
generally satisfied by the results.

“
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To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm
(en Español); 6:30 pm

Weekday
& Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
followed by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First Friday
of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass en Español

Mass Schedule

Turn unwanted valuables into CA$H!
Powerful eBay selling for households and businesses

Single Items • Full Liquidations • Buy-outs

Drop off or call for a pick-up...we’ll do the rest!

ezauctioning.com
1320 Prince St., Alexandria, VA 22314 • 703.778.6440

Sports

From Page 31

TC Crew
Freshman 8 are guided by T.C. girls’ head coach
Patrick Marquardt.

The girls’ novice 8 “A” boat was also victorious for
a second consecutive week by finishing with a time
of 6:35.4, nearly 11 seconds faster than the runner-
up boat from Walt Whitman. Members of the novice
8 “A” boat include: coxswain Andi Scroggs and row-
ers Cleo Lewis, Kirsten Emblom, Grace Vannatta,
Grace Hogan, Rachel Sedehi, Holly Garrett, Hope
Parson and Meredith Lemke. The novice girls are
guided by coach Cara Donley.

The T.C. Williams girls’ varsity 8 came in second
at Noxontown this past weekend. On March 29, the
varsity 8 captured the St. Andrew’s Cup by winning
their race with a one-second victory over the St.
Andrew’s girls’ crew. This past Saturday, the battle
continued but the results were flipped, with St.
Andrew’s winning the race and the Titan girls cross-
ing the finish line less than one second behind. Also
coming in second at Noxontown was the T.C. Will-
iams second varsity 8, who also had a hard-fought
race against their counterparts from St. Andrew’s
and finished with a time of 5:40.7.

“It’s hard not to be pleased with these results,”
Marquardt said. “We have fared well against some
very tough opponents these past two weeks. But we
also know that each week is different.  Conditions
change and the competition keeps getting better.
We’ve got to get better, too.  If we keep working like
we have, I’m confident we will.”

The Titans take to the water next Saturday at the
Darrell Winslow Regatta on the Occoquan Reservoir.

First Place
Quinn Davis, 6 years old, with family
friend Jennifer Catton at the annual
Alexandria Invitational Cheerleading
Competition on Saturday, April 5. A
member of the Mount Vernon Tigers,
Youth Level 2, she finished first place.
She and her family reside in Del Ray.
A variety of rec centers and clubs at
different age levels (Pee Wee Level 1,
Youth Level 1, Youth Level 2, Junior
Level 1 and Junior Level 2) competed
with cheerleading routines.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

ANTONIO LAWN & LANDSCAPING
Spring Cleanup • Lawn Mowing • Edging

Mulching • Planting • Patios
Expert Trimming & Removal • New Beds Made

Outline/Extend Existing Beds
Repairs • New Installations • & Much More

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE
571-201-5561

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Management Positions
ShadowLand is the leader in Family 

Entertainment Centers in the DC, 
Maryland and Northern Virginia areas.

ShadowLand is Now Accepting 
Applications for Management Positions
in our Alexandria/Springfield location. 

Must have 5yrs min in mgmt., high 
energy, a love for working with kids of all 

ages.  Send your resume to
www.shadowlandemploy@msn.com

Business Office Manager
Paul Spring Retirement Community

Paul Spring Retirement Community in Alexandria, Virginia has an
immediate opening for our Business Office Manager. This posi-
tion encompasses a variety of administrative, bookkeeping, and
HR duties to support the management of our community of
active seniors.  Ongoing duties include preparing management
reports, A/P and A/R tasks, maintaining accurate resident
account information, HR generalist duties including processing
new employee documents, maintaining personnel files, and
preparation of employee timekeeping data for payroll
processing.
This position requires a minimum level of education of an
Associate Degree in Accounting or related financial field along
with proficiency using Word, Excel, and Access. The ability to
communicate in English is also a requirement. This position
requires excellent customer service and organizational skills.
Must have or be willing to become a notary.
This is a full-time position offering a competitive rate of pay
along with a benefit package including health and dental insur-
ance, life insurance, paid time off, and 401k plan.
Please visit www.rui.net<http://www.rui.net> select careers,
select Paul Spring. In addition to our online application and sur-
vey, we ask that you also submit a resume and cover letter
including salary requirements. No phone inquiries will be
accepted.  Paul Spring Retirement Community is an Equal
Opportuntity Employer.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational
Internships
Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT
ADS TO

CLASSIFIED • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY
Mable LaVelle Cox Baird, 88,

daughter of the late Roger Prior Cox and Annie Rollings Cox, 
died Saturday, April 5, 2014, at Riverside Regional Medical 
Center after a brief illness. Mable was born July 18, 1925 in 
Sussex Co. and graduated from Newport News High School in 
June 1943 and Hampton Roads Business College in 1944. A 
lifelong dedicated Methodist, she was an active member of 
First United Methodist Church in Newport News where she 
was a member of the Jane Waters Circle of the United Method-
ist Women and a beloved member of the chancel choir until 
her recent illness. Mable began her professional career as a 
secretary for the Newport News Chamber of Commerce. Then 
she served as secretary for the District Superintendents of the 
Alexandria and Peninsula District offices of the United Method-
ist Church for more than thirt years. Mable loved her participa-
tion in the Business and Professiona Women's Club for many 
years, serving in various local and state offices. Her passion 
for genealogy led to her membership in the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy for over 45 years. She was most recently a 
member of the Isle of Wight Chapter #699 in Smithfield, Va., 
where she held many different offices, including Past Presi-
dent. Mable was preceded in death by her beloved husband of 
46 years, Marion Sims Baird, Jr., and a brother, Roger Cox. 
Survivors include a brother-in-law, Horace Baird, of Colonial 
Heights; sister-in-law Marjorie Baird of Surry; two nieces, Alice 
Baird Curtis and her husband, Barry, of Colonial Heights, June 
Baird Edwards and her husband, Jerry of Midlothian; a great 
niece, Kimberly Curtis of Charlottesville; two great nephews, 
Wesley Edwards of Richmond, and Jeffrey Edwards of Blacks-
burg; numerous cousins, including Barbara Francis, her hus-
band, Cliff, Dr. Ruth Cox; and a devoted friend, Marilyn Curtin. 
The family will receive friends from 6-7:30 p.m. Monday, April 
7, 2014 at Peninsula Funeral Home. Funeral services will be 
held at 12 p.m. Tuesday, April 8, at First United Methodist 
Church, 10246 Warwick Blvd., Newport News. Burial will follow 
in Peninsula Memorial Park. A reception will be held at the 
church following interment. Expressions of sympathy may be 
made to First United Methodist Church of the American Cancer 
Society . Peninsula Funeral Home is in charge of arrange-
ments.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY
Victoria Guarneros Hernandez (Age 93)

"Mami" 

On April 6, 2014 at her home in Alexandria, VA after a long 
battle with Alzheimer's. Born in Puebla, Mexico, she moved to 
Alexandria, VA in 1996 to live with her daughter and her family. 
Mami was known for being very generous; loved music and 
dancing; was an environmentalist before it was fashionable; 
and was an excellent fashion designer and tailor, making intri-
cate articles of clothing to include her daughter's wedding 
dress.  She enjoyed gazing at the stars and pointing out con-
stellations to her grandchildren, in fact, she knew the constella-
tions so well that her grandson asked if Mami was an Astrolog-
ist. She attended the Alexandria Adult Daycare Center for ten 
years and will be remembered as being the most cheerful indi-
vidual there.  Mami struggled with Alzheimer's disease for the 
past 18 years and was one of four families featured in a PBS 
special on Alzheimer's disease. She was devoted to her faith 
and extremely faithful to her family. She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Armando Hernandez.  Mami is survived by 
her loving children, Guadalupe Silva-Krause, Teresa, Arturo, 
and Patricia Hernandez; eleven grandchildren; seven great 
grandchildren; and her siblings, Abraham Guarneros and Ra-
quel Morales; as well as her faithful companion, Perlita. Family 
and friends may gather on Thursday, April 10, 2014 from 2-4 & 
6-8 p.m. at Everly-Wheatley Funeral Home, 1500 W. Braddock 
Rd., Alexandria, VA 22302.  A Mass of Christian Burial will be 
held on Friday, April 11, 2014 at 11 a.m. at Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church, 1427 W. Braddock Rd., Alexandria, VA 
22302.  In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made 
to the Alzheimer's Association. A guest register may be found 
at www.everlywheatleyfuneralhome.com  

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

ESTATE SALE  SAT. 4/12  10 to 3pm
2415 Windbreak Drive Alexandria 

22306
Liquidating entire contents.   Asian Art Collection: 

framed prints, bone & faux ivory carvings, 4 ft bone 
tusks, scrolls, vases, swords, much more, Lots of 

decorative items: fancy clocks, brass, fancy copper 
pots, antique trunks & typewriters, crystal, stamp 

collection etc. King bdrm set (cane) 6 pcs $375, 2 pc 
beige sofas, solid wood bkcases, desks, kitchen 
ware, etc., Old photography equpment, tripods.  

ALL must be sold. LOW prices  CASH Only

28 Yard Sales 28 Yard Sales

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers 26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

CLASSIFIED • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers

Great Results!

 Employers:

Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

MASONRY MASONRY

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-4338 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

LANDSCAPING

I Never think 
of the future. 

It comes soon
enough.

-Albert Einstein

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Legal Notices

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of
section 4-1-16 of the code of

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department

located at 3600 Wheeler
Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304

is now in possession of
unclaimed bicycles, mopeds,

lawn equipment, money,
scooters, and other items. All
persons having valid claim to

the property should file a claim
to the property with

reasonable proof of ownership
or the items will be sold,
destroyed, converted or

donated. For a complete
listing go to 

http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the 

Police Property Section at
(703) 746-6709
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7:00am to 7:00pm

Saturday, 8:00am to 5:00pm

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!
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