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Willy Viviani (1617) of Arlington
takes the lead in the first of four

Crystal Run 5K Friday races.
Viviani held his lead and com-

pleted the course in 16:16.
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7:00am to 7:00pm

Saturday, 8:00am to 5:00pm

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!
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See Streetcar,  Page 4

Arlington Connection Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or arlington@connectionnewspapers.com

See Colonial-era,  Page 5

W
here can one find Malala Yousafzai,
Blanche DuBois, Philip Wang, HUCCI
and Dolly Parton on the same stage?

They are all characters in Yorktown High School’s
One-Person Shows, to be presented at Yorktown
High School’s Black Box Theatre, on Thursday,
April 24, from 6-9 p.m., Friday, April 25, from 4-
9 p.m. and Saturday, April 26, from 1-10 p.m.
Admission is free.

The One-Person Shows are 30-minute produc-
tions written, staged, and acted by the senior
Yorktown theatre students. The productions are
a culminating project in the Yorktown Theatre Arts
Program, requiring self-reflection, research, writ-
ing and rehearsal.

“It’s a chance for the students to show every-
thing they’ve learned about characterization, di-
recting, movement, and technical theatre over the
last four years,” said Carol Cadby, director of the
Yorktown Theatre Arts Program. Standing on

stage alone for 30 minutes is a challenge, but the
students have been preparing for this project since
Day 1 in theatre class.

Subjects of the shows can come from fiction or
history. “The One-Person Shows are not meant to
be biographies,” said Cadby. “Instead, each stu-
dent develops a message around which to build
his or her portrayal. The show is usually more
about what ‘speaks’ to the student about that per-
son or character, so they select those biographi-
cal facts that will lend theatricality and meaning
to the show.” The performance schedule can be
found on the Yorktown High School Theatre Arts
Department website at http://www.apsva.us//
site/Default.aspx?PageID=14459.

In addition to the One Person Show Marathon
at Yorktown, Cassatt’s - A Kiwi Cafe and Restau-
rant at Lee Highway and Old Dominion Drive in
Arlington will host a photography exhibit with
scenes from the shows, from May 11-25.

Madeline Smerchanky, Christina Rebh, Margaret Koskinen, Claire Lewis, Olivia
Tate, Samantha Rollin, Crosby Sensibaugh, Kelley Doyle, Becky Coppa, Lily
Messinger, Grace Woodward and Hillary Jones work on the characters that will be
depicted in their One Person Shows.

Their Last Act Yorktown seniors present
one-person shows.
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By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

T
he ongoing saga of the Co-
lumbia Pike streetcar
gained yet another study

last month, but critics say the lat-
est investigation failed to address
their concerns.

At issue is a new return-on-in-
vestment study, which concludes
that a streetcar system would gen-
erate about $2.2 billion to $3 bil-
lion more than enhanced bus ser-
vice. But critics say consultant
HR&A Advisors missed the mark
by not conducting a return-on-in-
vestment study for a bus-rapid
transit system, which they say
would be better for Columbia Pike
than a streetcar system.

“That’s idiotic,” said John
Snyder, one of the leaders of a
group known as Streetcar Now.
“Bus rapid-transit will not run as
bus-rapid transit is defined by
people in the transit industry,
which means a dedicated lane for
most of the route is not going to
run on Columbia Pike.”

The debate over the streetcar
system has often turned into a se-
mantic question about the defini-
tion of bus-rapid transit, a term
that dates back to the 1970s. Es-
sentially a bus-rapid transit system
combines the speed of a transit

line with the flexibility of a bus
system. Supporters of the street-
car say Columbia Pike could never
have a BRT system because it is
not wide enough to have dedi-
cated lanes. Critics of the street-
car say dedicated lanes are not
necessary for a BRT system along
the pike.

“There’s nothing idiotic about a
fair unbiased, side-by-side com-
parison of these alternative tran-
sit modes,” said Peter Rousselot,
leader of a group known as
Arlingtonians for Sensible Transit.
“The biggest weakness of the
streetcar system on Columbia Pike
is that it will have to operate with-
out a dedicated lane, and that is a
much bigger problem for street-
cars than it is for BRT.”

THE LATEST STUDY began in
September 2013, when HR&A was
hired to update the analysis of the
streetcar’s projected return on in-
vestment and compare it to en-
hanced bus service. The firm ana-
lyzed the ability of both streetcar
and enhanced bus to facilitate the
development goals, although it did
not conduct a return-on-invest-
ment study for bus-rapid transit
along Columbia Pike. The analy-
sis included the experience of
other cities that have installed

Dedicated Debate
Streetcar critics not swayed
by county study showing
benefits of streetcars.

By Michael McMorrow

The Connection

T
wenty-five years or so before the
Revolutionary War began, an En-
glish immigrant homesteaded in

what is now Arlington’s Glen Carlin com-
munity. His name was John Ball and the
small cabin he built, to house the family of
wife Elizabeth and their five daughters, still
stands.

Today, the home is owned by the Arling-
ton Historical Society and called Ball-Sell-
ers House. The additional name honors
Marian Rhinehart Sellers who donated the
plot in 1975 so that it might be preserved
and open to the public.

John Ball died in 1766 and the property
passed to William Carlin, a prominent tai-
lor in Alexandria whose customer list in-

cluded George Washington and George
Mason. Three Carlin generations held the
title, and one added an adjoining “new”
residence in 1880. Sold a few years there-
after, the area became subdivided and
known as Glen Carlin.

The Arlington Historical Society embraces
the goals of the gift: Preservation and pub-
lic access. Not operated by mere well-in-
tentioned amateurs, a wife-husband team
of Annette and Mark Benbow bring to bear
university degrees in history, as well as a
shared love of things historical. Annette
Benbow is the hands-on director of Ball
Sellers House. Mark Benbow, in addition to
being an assistant professor of history at
Marymount University, oversees both mu-
seums operated by the Arlington Historical
Society. Margaret Wagner is the resident a
caretaker.

Annette Benbow insists that everything
achieved is due to the dozen-or-so volun-
teers who bring passion to their efforts. She
also compliments the neighbors “who are

very protective of the house and grounds.”
Asked about reactions of visitors, Annette

Benbow sees a wide range. Younger chil-
dren “find it hard to envision living with-
out electric lighting and such conve-
niences.” Teenagers question how “people
had a social life and some fun.” Nearly all
have difficulty grasping that the middle of
Arlington was “once a frontier.” Visitors of
all ages also express “surprise at how sparse
were family belongings, including furniture,
tools, and other items.” Finally, many guests
“are simply amazed that something this old
has survived in an area that always seems
to be changing.”

Ball-Sellers House Opens for the Season
Colonial-era
dwelling survives.
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Details
The Ball-Sellers House, 5620 3rd Street,

South, Arlington, is open to the public every Sat-
urday to the end of October. Costumed guides
conduct tours from 1-4 p.m. No admission charge.

Donations are welcomed.
See www.arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org.

Annette Benbow shows construc-
tion details visible through a
viewing port.
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News

Rebecca Grady (1280), Brandon Boucher (717) and Wes Brooker (1431).

Amy Laskiwske (25) of
Arlington completes the
course in 17:39.

Kristen Miller (746) of
Arlington

Nancy Harris (714) and
Whitney Brown (607)

Crystal Run 5K Fridays Return
M

ore than 1,100 runners completed the
5K course in Crystal City on Friday
evening, April 4. The evening race se-

ries, sponsored by the Crystal City BID and Pac-
ers Running Stores, started last week and contin-
ues through the month of April. The races start at
6:30 p.m. at 2121 Crystal Drive.  Registration and
complete information for the races is available
online at http://runpacers.com/race/crystal-run-
5k-fridays/

Photos by

Louise Krafft

The Connection

From Page 3

Streetcar Critics Not Swayed by County Study

The Columbia Pike transit corridor connects Baileys Crossroads to Pentagon City.

streetcars and enhanced bus service by look-
ing at assessed local real estate conditions
in addition to conducting interviews with
developers and retailers.

“This study further demonstrates that
streetcar is the right investment for Arling-
ton,” said Arlington County Board Chair-
man Jay Fisette. “We selected the streetcar
because it will provide transit capacity for
the county’s long-term growth and
sustainability, maintaining our economic
competitiveness and helping to create the
next chapter in our transit-oriented success
story.”

Critics said they didn’t believe the analy-
sis was independent. An analysis of the re-
port conducted by Arlingtonians for Sen-
sible Transit concluded that the consultant
conducted a “shameless whitewash of the
County Board’s desired outcome.” Oppo-
nents of the streetcar said they were par-
ticularly concerned that the report was re-
leased a few days before a special election
for Arlington County Board, which included
a fierce debate between candidates on the
streetcar. “This study was done after the
county has already decided that it wanted
streetcars in the first place,” said Rousselot.
“So this is a failed attempt to plug some
holes in a study they did in 2012.”

THE STUDY concludes that about 10 years
after the beginning of construction, the
streetcar would attract 6,600 new jobs to

the corridor. The consultant’s analysis was
that this would be more than three times
the incremental employment supported by
enhanced bus. That anticipated job growth

is expected to increase real estate develop-
ment, leading to the anticipated growth in
land values. Supporters of the streetcar be-
lieve the study should end the debate once

and for all.
“These people are professionals,” said

Snyder “They’re economists, and they are
real-estate and development professionals.”
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Fun Dog Fitness

Hike
Jog

Swim Pla
y

Awesome daily small group adventures in fresh air
& open spaces for puppies to seniors. Includes pick-

up/drop-off. Please call for free consultation!
Linda at 703-650-5115 • www.fundogfitness.com

News

Colonial-era Dwelling Survives
From Page 3

To Learn More
Two issues of Arlington Historical Magazine in the

Central Library tell the story of Ball-Sellers House.
One (October 1982) provides a full history of dwell-
ing, inhabitants and gift. The other (October 1992)
exposes John Ball’s estate inventory, which has per-
mitted accurate replication of furnishings and
household goods.

Annette Benbow concludes by saying that
each question and comment from a visitor
is a “teaching moment” at the very heart of
the reason for preservation: Lives of ordi-
nary people such as farmer John Ball’s fam-
ily have as much, if not more, to teach than
the rich and famous. Past generations’ self-
sufficiency often surfaces as part of the les-
son. Mark Benbow added that “we must
know our roots” to understand who we are
as a people.

Photo by

Michael McMorrow

The Connection

Costumed
Annette

Benbow at a
spinning

wheel.
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“G
reat work exposing serious
challenges and obstacles in
the way of the public’s access
to public information. The ar-

ticles are well written and well researched, pro-
viding concrete and compelling examples of
the flaws in the systems.”

That was what the judge said when award-
ing first place for In-depth or investigative re-
porting to Michael Lee Pope in the Arlington
Connection.

The Virginia Press Association announced its
press awards for 2013 at the annual meeting
on Saturday, April 5, in Richmond.

Pope also won first place for education writ-
ing, for business and financial writing, and
awards for health, science and environmental
writing and for government writing. Stories
appeared in the Alexandria Gazette Packet, the
Mount Vernon Gazette and the Connection
papers.

Bonnie Hobbs won first place for general
news writing for her coverage of the proposed
roundabout  in Centreville. “Good work get-
ting all viewpoints of the issue without assign-
ing judgment to who is right and who is
wrong,” wrote judges.

Jeanne Theismann won first place for pub-
lic safety writing and for public service writ-
ing in the Alexandria Gazette Packet.

Connection Newspapers won first place for
information graphics for the 2013 Insiders
Guide to Fairfax County Parks, designed by
Jean Card with photos by Renee Ruggles and
Craig Sterbutzel.

First place for special sections went to the
Connection’s HomeLifeStyle pullout.

Victoria Ross won for feature series/continu-
ing coverage for coverage of foster care. Judges
note: “Fantastic blend of fact and narrative, and
it packs an emotional punch. The stories are
very well-researched, tightly written and highly
effective.”

Ross also won for personal service writing
for her coverage of “digital legacy,” and con-
trol of one’s online content after death.

Cartoonist Steve Artley began cartooning for

the Alexandria Gazette Packet in December
2013, with only three cartoons in the year, but
two of them won awards. His cartoon on the
threatened use of eminent domain in the City
of Alexandria drew this comment from the
judge: “One of the best examples of editorial
cartooning I have seen in years and reminis-
cent of editorial cartoons poignant and relevant
enough to still be included in history texts to-
day. Wonderful use of the paper boat as the
flagship of eminent domain with tons of little
touches which push the entry even higher.”

Alex McVeigh won an award for investiga-
tive or in-depth reporting in Great Falls. Donna
Manz won for her feature stories in Vienna.

The annual Insiders/Newcomers edition of
the Alexandria Gazette Packet won third place
for special edition, including work by Steven
Mauren, Jeanne Theismann, John Bordner and
Jean Card.

Editorials written by Mary Kimm won sec-
ond and third place awards.

For a complete list, see
www.connectionnewspapers.com

Winners
FIRST PLACE

First Place for Investigative Reporting, Un-
covering Secret Government. Michael Lee
Pope, Arlington Connection — Judge’s com-
ment: Great work exposing serious challenges
and obstacles in the way of the public’s access
to public information. The articles are well
written and well researched, providing con-
crete and compelling examples of the flaws in
the systems.

First Place for Education writing. Michael Lee
Pope, Alexandria Gazette Packet — Alexandria
Education Dollars. Judge’s comment: This is
by far the best entry in the contest. Michael
Lee Pope wrote several strong articles on the
cost of administration in his market. He did a
very nice job of making a numbers story inter-
esting.

First Place for Business and Financial writ-
ing. Michael Lee Pope, Mount Vernon Gazette

— Judge’s comment: The story
about car title loans offers an inter-
esting look at this industry, which
is proliferating due to a change in
state law. Kudos for looking at how
much the industry contributes to
state legislators’ political cam-
paigns. Business taxes — is it fair
to charge higher rates for certain
professions? Pope provides a bal-
anced look at the pros and cons.
The story on a transit study covers
the debate over urban vs. rural de-
velopment in Mount Vernon. Pope
combines thorough reporting with
competent writing.

First Place for Public Safety Writ-
ing, Jeanne Theismann, Alexandria
Gazette Packet — Judge’s com-
ment: Creative, compelling ledes.

First Place for General News Writing, Bonnie
Hobbs, Centre View — Judge’s comment: The
creative lede pushed this one over the top.
Good work getting all viewpoints of the issue
without assigning judgment to who is right and
who is wrong.

First Place for Personal Service Writing.
Jeanne Theismann, Alexandria Gazette Packet
— Judge’s comment: Each story is an interest-
ing and vivid snapshot of the deceased with
good use of quotes and anecdote to bring the
subject’s personality to life and also convey why
he or she was valued in the community. It is
hard to write about someone who has died in
a way that is upbeat and positive, but this
writer has achieved this.

First Place for Informational Graphics for
Insiders Guide to the Parks, Jean Card,
Laurence Foong, Renee Ruggles and Craig
Sterbutzel, Mount Vernon Gazette — Informa-
tional graphics: Fairfax County parks.

First Place for HomeLifeStyle, Mary Kimm,
Laurence Foong, Geovani Flores, Marilyn
Campbell, John Byrd, Tim Peterson and Jean
Card, The Vienna/Oakton Connection — Spe-
cialty pages or sections: Judge’s comment:
Clean design and easy to read. Choice of fonts
work well together.

Reporting, photography, design and editorial cartoons commended
at annual Virginia Press Association meeting.

Connection Papers Win Awards

Michael Lee Pope Steve Artley

Bonnie Hobbs Victoria Ross

Jean Card Mary Kimm

Mother’s Day Photos
Mother’s Day is May 11, 2014, and every year at

this time, we call for submissions to our Mother’s
Day photo gallery. Send photos of mothers, grand-
mothers, great-grandmothers, with children or with-
out children. Please name everyone in the photo,
the approximate date, describe what is happening
in the photo and include your name, address, email
address and phone number. (We will not print your
full address or contact information.)

Send photos to
editors@connectionnewspapers.com

Readers can also submit poetry, poetry about
mothers and photos celebrating mothers directly
through our website at http://
www.connectionnewspapers.com/contact/letter/
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OTHER AWARDS:
Steve Artley, Alexandria Gazette

Packet — Illustrations — Eminent
Domain. Judge’s comment: One of
the best examples of editorial
cartooning I have seen in years
and reminiscent of editorial car-
toons poignant and relevant
enough to still be included in his-
tory texts today. Wonderful use of
the paper boat as the flagship of
eminent domain with tons of little
touches which push the entry even
higher.

In-depth, investigative report-
ing, Alex McVeigh, Great Falls Con-
nection — Judge’s comment:
Great work continuing to follow
an important environmental story
that had the potential for far-
reaching impacts. These articles
also do a good job explaining the
nature of the underground con-
tamination and, in understandable
terms, the geology behind the way
they spread.

Alexandria Gazette Packet, In-
siders/Newcomers Guide. Steven
Mauren, Jeanne Theismann, John
Bordner, Jean Card, Geovani
Flores and Laurence Foong, Alex-
andria Gazette Packet —  Judge’s
comment: A good package of in-
formation for newcomers. A good
array of photos of community
members.

Health, Science and Environ-
mental Writing, Michael Lee Pope,
The Arlington Connection —
Judge’s comment: Good solid sto-
ries on interesting subjects. A lot
of good historical background
adds significantly to the steriliza-
tion story. The lead on the chicken
story was very good.

Government Writing, Michael
Lee Pope, Alexandria Gazette
Packet — Judge’s comment: We
preach to our reporters to follow
the money. Michael Lee Pope does
great job of following the money
trail to great news stories. Con-
tinue to keep them honest.

Feature Series/Continuing Story.
Victoria Ross, The Burke Connec-
tion — Feature series or continu-
ing story. Judge’s comment: Fan-
tastic blend of fact and narrative,
and it packs an emotional punch.
The stories are very well-re-
searched, tightly written and
highly effective.

Personal Service Writing,
Victoria Ross, The Fairfax Connec-
tion . Judge’s comment: Good job
using the individual story and re-
lating it to the wider issue. Would
have liked more follow-up details
about whether the social media
companies are complying with the
law and what the parents found
on the son’s social media sites.

Jeanne Theismann, Alexandria
Gazette Packet — Column writing.
Judge’s comment: These columns
were well written and informative
as well as entertaining.

Editorial writing. Mary Kimm,
Alexandria Gazette Packet — Edi-
torial writing. Judge’s comment:
Very well done. Writer does an
outstanding job presenting the
paper’s stance on the issues of the
day.

Editorial writing. Mary Kimm,
The Fairfax Connection — Judge’s
comment: These editorials were
articulate and to the point.

Education writing: Michael Lee
Pope, The Arlington Connection —
Judge’s comment: Concise, well
put thoughts.

Page Design, Jean Card, Mount
Vernon Gazette — Judge’s com-
ment: Good job taking something
that can be boring and hard to fol-
low and making it interesting and
easy to navigate.

Cartoon, Steve Artley, Alexan-
dria Gazette Packet — Illustra-
tions. Judge’s comment: The
shackles of the tea party! Ol’
Ebenezer Elephant will be surely
listening for the chimes of the hour
after this ghost appeared before
the foot of his bed. Fantastic work
all the way around.

Feature photo. Louise Krafft, Al-

exandria Gazette Packet —  Sum-
mer Fun. Judge’s comment: Sweet
found moment.

Feature writing portfolio Donna
Manz, Vienna/Oakton Connection
— Feature writing portfolio.
Judge’s comment: Powerful ledes
(and a great one for the ‘puppies’
story) and captivating narratives.
Well-informed and well-written.

Virginia Press Association Awards

Write
The Connection welcomes views on any public issue.

The deadline for all material is noon Friday. Letters must be signed.
Include home address and home and business numbers. Letters are
routinely edited for libel, grammar, good taste and factual errors.

Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail: arlington@connectionnewspapers.com

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

PACIFIC  COAST  JOURNEY, Aug. 4 – 12...........................................$2574
Includes Air from Dulles, 8 Nights Hotel with Breakfast, 5 Dinners, Transfers,
Porterage – Sightseeing – CALL FOR ITINERARY.

CHICAGO  by  Motorcoach, July 13 – 19..............................................$1285
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville,  6 Nights Hotel with Breakfast,
4 Dinners, Sightseeing – CALL FOR ITINERARY.

CASTLETON  FESTIVAL, Sunday,  July 20...........................................$199
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, Performance of “Madama
Butterfly” Lunch at Flint Hill Public House.
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Clarendon Farmers Market. Year-round,
has locally produced breads and pastries,
organic vegetables, flowers, soap, sorbet and
more. Saturdays and Sundays, 8 a.m.-12
p.m. at Courthouse Parking Lot, 3195 North
Wilson Blvd., Arlington. Also year-round on
Wednesdays from 3-7 p.m. at Clarendon
Metro Station. Visit www.Clarendon.org.
Call 703-812-8881.

Arlington Farmers Market at
Courthouse. Adjacent to the Arlington
County Courthouse Parking Lot, at the
intersection of N. Courthouse Road and N.
14th Street. This is a ‘producer only’ market
with more than 30 producers. From January
through March, the market is open on
Saturdays at 9 am, closing at noon. Visit
www.arlingtonfarmersmarket.com for a list
of vendors.

The Crystal City FRESHFARM Market is open
April-November on Tuesdays, 3-7 p.m. with
a selection of foods and goods from local
producers, in front of 251 S. 18th St. Visit
www.crystalcity.org for more.

Farmers Markets

‘A Gracious Evolution’
Virginia Ballet School and Impact Dance will present its spring program, “A Gracious Evolution,” April 12-13. The program

includes Firebird, Tarantella and La Sylphide, Act II excerpts. The performances are at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Saturday, April
12, and 2 p.m. on April 13, at the Northern Virginia Community College Annandale Campus in the Ernst Community Cultural
Center Theater. Ticket prices for reserved seating are $33 for adults and $23 for children, students and seniors. Tickets may be
purchased online at www.virginiaballetcompany.org. Group pricing for is available for groups of 10 or more for the same per-
formance. Call 703-249-8227. A limited number of general admission tickets is available for the Working Stage Rehearsal on
April 11 at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $12 and must be purchased online in advance.

By Steve Hibbard

The Connection

T
he Arlington Players (TAP) is pre-
senting a classic of the American
musical stage, “The Most Happy
Fella” now through April 19. The

operatic play is about a romance between
an Italian immigrant older man and younger
woman in the Napa Valley, and is from the
book, music and lyrics by Frank Loesser, who
is famous for creating “Guys and Dolls.”  He
also created “How to Succeed in Business
Without Really Trying.” But this show was
based on “They Knew What They Wanted”
by Sidney Howard.

“It’s a great love story,” said director Gloria
DuGan, who saw the show in the 1950s and
has been waiting for the right group to per-
form it. “Most musicals are love stories but
this is an old-fashioned love story. This is a
great opportunity to see a great classic.”

DuGan said her biggest challenge in di-
recting the 25 members of the cast and en-
semble was to make the story flow with all
of the music and characters — to fit it all
together and make it tell one story. “So there
weren’t all these scenes but one overall
storyline,” she said.

Musical Director David Rohde, who con-
ducted a 19-piece orchestra, said when the
show first appeared on Broadway in 1956,

and ran for 14 months, the creator, Frank
Loesser, was accused of writing an opera.
“In order to sing this, the actors had to have

operatic skills.” A number of the songs were
popular during the 1950s, but with the ex-
ception of the memorable song, “Standing
on the Corner,” most of the music has sort
of faded away from American popular cul-
ture.

Rohde said “The Most Happy Fella” offers
an opportunity to see a story that’s very
rarely performed on the stage in America.
“There’s a tremendous amount of music in
this show … It has both storytelling and big
dance numbers,” he added.

Heather Whitney, who plays the love in-
terest, Rosabella, added: It’s a lost gem of
the Broadway classical musical.”

Jimmy Payne lost 60 pounds to play the
main role of vintner Tony Esposito. “It was
the most demanding role for me. But it was
a thrill,” he said of having to learn opera.
He said he got his start in music as a rock
and roll singer.

Produced by Janet Bordeaux, the show
features dancing and choreography by
Jeannie Torres.

 “The Most Happy Fella” is playing now
through April 19. Show times are 8 p.m. and
Sunday matinees at 2:30 p.m. Performances
are: April  11, 12, 13, 18, 19. Tickets are $23
adults, $20 seniors, $20 juniors, Members are
free. At Thomas Jefferson Community Cen-
ter, 3501 Second Street, South, Arlington, VA
22204. Visit www.thearlingtonplayers.org.

Tackles operatic musical from American popular culture.

Entertainment

TAP Presents ‘The Most Happy Fella’

Photo contributed by Peter Hill

TAP presents “The Most Happy Fella” at the Arlington Community Center
now through April 19.

ONGOING
Theater Performance. See “Oh Dad,

Poor Dad, Mamma’s Hung You in the
Closet and I’m Feelin’ So Sad,” the
tale of Madame Rosepettle, who
travels to a luxury resort in the
Caribbean, bringing along her
stuttering son, a man-eating tropical
plant, a piranha, and her deceased
husband, preserved and in his casket,
at American Century Theatre.
Running through Saturday, April 12,
Thursday through Saturday at 8 p.m.
with Saturday and Sunday matinees
at 2:30 p.m. The Gunston Arts Center,
Theater II, 2700 South Lang St.,
Arlington.Visit americancentury.org
or call 703-998-4555.

Art Exhibit. See “CSA: Forty Years of
Community-Sourced Art” curated by
Laura Roulet at Arlington Arts Center,
3550 Wilson Blvd. The exhibit
celebrates 40 years of AAC’s role as
incubator of talent, and features work
by artists whose careers were
launched at AAC. Free. Runs through
April 13. Visit
www.arlingtonartscenter.org or call
703-248-6800 for hours.

Easter Bunny. Through Saturday, April
19 at The Fashion Centre at Pentagon
City, 1100 S Hayes St. Photos with
the Easter Bunny in the Ground Level
Nordstrom Court. Visit
www.simon.com/mall/the-fashion-
centre-at-pentagon-city for
information, hours and photo package
information or call 703-415-2401.

Mural Painting. No Kings Collective
and other artists will create a
temporary large-scale graffiti-style
mural in the 1900 block of Crystal
Drive during April to celebrate the
Crystal City FRESHFARM Market. To
learn when the group is actively
painting, follow @NoKingsDC and

@ccbid on Twitter. Visit
www.crystalcity.org.

Art Exhibit. See “George McQuinn:
Arlington’s All-Star First Baseman” at
the Arlington Historical Museum,
1805 S. Arlington Ridge Road. The
exhibit, which runs through April 27,
includes original baseball cards, a
1944 World Series program, a
McQuinn model bat and gloves, and
photos of McQuinn and his career.
The museum is open 1-4 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays. Visit
www.arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org/
visit/arlington-historical-museum for
more.

Art Exhibit. See “Bodies of Work: Art in
Series” in the main gallery at Gallery
Underground in the Crystal City
Shops, 2100 Crystal Drive. The
exhibit will showcase works by the
gallery’s 43 members. The show runs
through April 30. Free. Visit
www.galleryunderground.org or call
571-483-0652.

High School Art Exhibit. Through
Sunday, May 4 at the Artisphere,
1101 Wilson Blvd. Features art from
55 high school students from 12 local
high schools submitted to the
Congressional Art Competition.

“Tender Napalm.” Through May 11,
Signature Theatre presents the
Washington, D.C premiere of Philip
Ridley’s play. A tragedy has plunged
this couple into an imaginary world,
stranded amid the wreckage of their
love. Tickets available at signature-
theatre.org or by calling 703-820-
9771.

Derby Registration. Register for the
Phoenix Derby, a garage race and
fundraiser on Saturday, May 17 2-6
p.m. at the underground parking
garage at 1851 S. Bell St. Some of the
events are free, some have cost. Visit
phoenixderby.kintera.org/home to

register and find information.
Photo Exhibit. Through July 7, see

“America’s First Green Space: Central
Park, New York City — Photographs
by Steve Rosenbach.” At Cherrydale
Library, 2190 Military Road. Free.
Call 703-228-6330.

Historic Home Tours at the Ball-
Sellers House, 5620 S. 3rd St. The
oldest surviving house in Arlington
County opens for the season with free
tours and refreshments. The house is
open 1-4 p.m. Saturdays April
through October. Visit
www.arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org.

Comedy. Every Saturday at 3 p.m. at
Comedy Spot, in Ballston Common
Mall, 4238 Wilson Blvd., children can
enjoy ComedySportz for Kidz. $10.
Visit www.comedyindc.com or 703-
294-LAFF.

Comedy. Every Friday at 8 p.m. and
Saturday at 7:30 p.m. is
ComedySportz (“clean”) and at 10
p.m. on Friday and Saturday is the
Blue Show (“adult”), both at Comedy
Spot, in Ballston Common Mall, 4238
Wilson Blvd. $15 each. Visit
www.comedyindc.com or 703-294-
LAFF.

Poetry Series. 6-8 p.m. second Sunday
of the month at IOTA Club & Cafe,
2832 Wilson Blvd. Hosted by poet
Miles David Moore. Featured artists
share their poetry followed by open
readings. Free. Visit
www.iotaclubandcafe.com or call
703-522-8340.

Open Mic Nite. 8 p.m.-12:30 a.m.
every Wednesday at IOTA Club &
Cafe, 2832 Wilson Blvd. Sign-up times
are 7:30 p.m. and 10 p.m. Bring
instruments, fans and friends.
Featured musicians perform from
9:30-10 p.m. Visit
www.iotaclubandcafe.com or call
703-522-8340.

Karaoke. 8 p.m. on the first Sunday
every month at Galaxy Hut, 2711
Wilson Blvd. Visit
www.galaxyhut.com or call 703-525-
8646.

Pub Quiz. 8 p.m. every Sunday at
Whitlow’s on Wilson, 2854 Wilson
Blvd. Prizes for 1st place. Free. Visit
www.whitlows.com or call 703-276-
9693.

Storytime. Mondays and Fridays,
10:30-11:00 a.m. at Kinder Haus
Toys, 1220 N. Fillmore St. Storytime
with Ms. Laura. Call 703-527-5929.

CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Theatre Classes. Encore Stage &

Studio is holding classes and mini
camps for children in grades K-
8 at on Saturdays at Thomas
Jefferson Community Theatre,
125 S. Old Glebe Road and
Tuesdays and Wednesdays
after-school at Theatre on the
Run, 3700 S. Four Mile Run
Drive. Visit
www.encorestageva.org for a
list of classes.

Register Now. Winter and
Spring break classes are open
for registration at
www.arlingtonartscenter.org.
There will be weekend
workshops for children, and
more.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 9
Book Club Launch. 5 p.m. at

One More Page Books, 2200
North Westmoreland St. The
monthly Young Adult Book
Club begins with a discussion
of “Divergent” by Veronica
Roth. Visit
www.onemorepagebooks.com

or call 703-300-9746.
Book Launch. 7 p.m. at One More Page

Books, 2200 North Westmoreland St.
Jon Sealy launches and signs his
debut novel “The Whiskey Baron.”
Visit www.onemorepagebooks.com or
call 703-300-9746.

THURSDAY/APRIL 10
Arlington Reads: Ann Beattie. 7

p.m. at Arlington Central Library,
1015 N. Quincy St. Author Ann
Beattie and Library Director Diane
Kresh discuss her work “The New
Yorker Stories.” Visit http://
library.arlingtonva.us or call 703-228-
6321.

Band Concert. 7:30 p.m. at Kenmore
Middle School, 200 S. Carlin Springs
Road. The Kings Park Concert Band
will join the Arlington Concert Band.
Visit www.arlingtonconcertband.com
or www.kingsparkband.org.

New Orleans Jazz Concert. 8-10
p.m. at Public House No. 7, 6315
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. Jefferson
Street Strutters perform. No cover.
Visit www.publichouseno7.com.

FRIDAY/APRIL 11
Reggae Concert. 8 p.m. at the

Artisphere, 1101 Wilson Blvd. Haitian
reggae fusion singer BélO performs as
part of the Francophonie Festival.
$20. Visit www.artisphere.com or call
703-875-1100.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/APRIL 11-12
Book Sale. 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m.-

4 p.m. Saturday at the Falls Church
Community Center, 223 Little Falls St.
More than 40,000 books for sale,
most $3 or less, to benefit the Falls
Church American Association of
University Women Scholarships. Visit
http://fallschurcharea-va.aauw.net.

SATURDAY/APRIL 12
Author Reading. 10:30 a.m. at
One More Page Books, 2200 North
Westmoreland St. Dana King
shares from his new Mafia crime
thriller, “Grind Joint.” Visit
www.onemorepagebooks.com or
call 703-300-9746.
Spring Dance Program. 2 p.m.
or 7 p.m. at Northern Virginia
Community College Annandale
Campus, 8333 Little River
Turnpike, Annandale, in the Ernst
Community Cultural Center
Theater. The Virginia Ballet
Company and School and Impact
Dance will present their program
“A Gracious Evolution.” $30/adult;
$20/student, child and senior. Visit
www.virginiaballetcompany.org for
tickets.
Dance Performance. 7:30 p.m.
at Gunston Theatre One, 2700 S.
Lang St. Los Quetzales Mexican
Dance Ensemble performs,
accompanied by Mariachi Los
Amigos. $15 at the door, $12 in
advance, $10 for seniors and
children, $5 school group rate.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/APRIL 12-13
Bonsai Show. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at

Merrifield Garden Center, 12101 Lee
Highway, Fairfax. Northern Virginia
Bonsai Society’s spring show. Bonsai
from beginning to expert will be
exhibited and there will be
demonstrations. Visit www.nvbs.us.

SUNDAY/APRIL 13
Spring Dance Program. 2 p.m. at

Northern Virginia Community College
Annandale Campus, 8333 Little River
Turnpike, Annandale, in the Ernst
Community Cultural Center Theater.
The Virginia Ballet Company and
School and Impact Dance will present
their program “A Gracious Evolution.”
$30/adult; $20/student, child and
senior. Visit
www.virginiaballetcompany.org for
tickets.

MONDAY/APRIL 14-18
Spring Break Camp. Theatre On The

Run, 3700 S. Four Mile Run Drive.
Encore’s spring break camp will focus
on a different Broadway hit each day.
Visit www.encorestageva.org for more.

TUESDAY/APRIL 15
Art Show and Sale. 5:30-8:30 p.m. at

Whitlow’s on Wilson, 2854 Wilson
Blvd. Community Residences
therapeutic art program, Arlington
Artworks, holds the benefit sale. $30
tickets include food and drink. Visit
www.artworks.myevent.com.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 16
World Book Night. 6:30 p.m. at One

More Page Books, 2200 North
Westmoreland St. One More Page
hosts a World Book Night
reception and wine tasting for
World Book Night givers. Visit
www.onemorepagebooks.com or call
703-300-9746.

Book Discussion. 7 p.m. at Mad Fox
Brewing Company, 444 W. Broad St.,
Falls Church. Garrett Peck will speak
about “Capital Beer: A Heady History
of Brewing in Washington, D.C.”
Books will be available for sale and
signature. Co-hosted by the Arlington
Historical Society and One More Page

Books. Visit
www.arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org or
www.onemorepagebooks.com or call
703-300-9746.

THURSDAY/APRIL 17
Historical Society Meeting. 7 p.m. at

Mad Fox Brewing Company, 444 West
Broad Street, Falls Church. Mad Fox
hosts the Arlington Historical
Society’s monthly meeting, featuring
author Garrett Peck speaking about
“Capital Beer: A Heady History of
Brewing in Washington, D.C.” One
More Page Books will be on site
offering books for sale and signature.
Visit www.onemorepagebooks.com or
call 703-300-9746.

Cookbook Demonstration. 7:30 p.m.
at Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library,
7584 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. The
Washington Post Food & Travel
editor, author and chef Joe Yonan
demonstrates and offers samples from
his vegetarian cookbook “Eat Your
Vegetables: Bold Recipes for the
Single Cook.” One More Page will be
on site offering books for sale.
Registration can be done online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library. Visit
www.onemorepagebooks.com or call
703-300-9746.

FRIDAY/APRIL 18
Pageant. 8 p.m. at Freddie’s Beach Bar

& Restaurant, 555 23rd St. Miss Gay
Arlington 2014 pageant. Entry fee is
$25. To get a contest package, call
703-254-3841 or
missgayarlington@agla.org.

SATURDAY/APRIL 19
Annual Egg Hunt. 9:30 a.m. at Trinity

Presbyterian Church, 5533 North 16th
St. Trinity Presbyterian invites the
community to join in the fun at their
Annual Easter Eggstravaganza.
Children of all ages are welcome to
make Easter crafts and dye eggs
beginning at 9:30 a.m. in Trinity’s
Calvin Hall; those dyeing eggs are
asked to bring their own hard-boiled
eggs. At 10:30 a.m. the children will
gather for the egg hunt. The hunt will
be on Trinity’s playground and front
lawn. The event is rain or shine and
will be moved indoors in the event of
bad weather. Visit
www.trinityarlington.org for more.

Calendar Email announcements to arlington@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is noon Thursday. Photos are welcome.

WBU Small High Perch
Hummingbird Feeder – $11.99!*

Save $10!
(Regularly $21.99)

We want to be your backyard bird food provider. To show you our great selection of bird food, bring
in this add and receive a free 5# bag of any Wild Birds Unlimited seed blend – ABSOLUTELY FREE!

2437 N Harrison St., Arlington, VA
703-241-3988
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Turn unwanted valuables into CA$H!
Powerful eBay selling for households and businesses

Single Items • Full Liquidations • Buy-outs

Drop off or call for a pick-up...we’ll do the rest!

ezauctioning.com
1320 Prince St., Alexandria, VA 22314 • 703.778.6440

To highlight your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-778-9422

DAILY EUCHARIST:
Weekdays
Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM & 8:30 AM
Saturday, 8:30 AM

SUNDAY LITURGY SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM
1:30 PM Spanish Liturgy
5312 North 10th Street
Arlington Virginia 22205
Parish Office: (703) 528-6276

PARISH WEBSITE:
www.rc.net/arlington/stann

All Are
Welcome!

Home LifeStyle

See Experts,  Page 11

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

B
etsy Fein found herself in the
middle of a spring fling in Fairfax
recently. She wasn’t at a festival
or involved in a new romance,

but in the midst of organizing a cluttered
bedroom that was littered with piles of
shirts, pants, shoes and books.

Spring often means renewal and local
organizers like Fein are offering suggestions
for clearing out winter clutter. From closets
that are overstuffed with wool sweaters and
down coats to kitchen drawers overflowing
with batteries and appliance manuals, they
offer suggestions for getting organized with-
out getting overwhelmed.

“Spring is a time when you have all the
winter stuff in your closet and you want to
change it out for summer, so you’re fling-
ing it out,” said Fein, of Clutterbusters!!
(www.clutterbusters.com) in Rockville, Md.

“Because this child was younger, we sug-
gested that they hang a lot of things,” said
Fein of her recent project. She also advised
the parents to install a second rod in the
closet. “They could have shirts on top and
pants on bottom.”

Fein recommended using photographs to
help with organization. “They can take a
picture of a pair of socks, for example, and

put it on the drawer so the child can see
that socks go in that drawer.”

She even included an idea for outgrown
clothes. “Keep a colorful bin on the bottom
of the closet, so when you realize that
clothes don’t fit any more you can toss them
in the bin and donate them.”

The idea would work for adults, too. “Pack
away all your winter clothing and unpack
your spring and summer items,” said Su-
san Unger, of ClutterSOS
(www.cluttersos.com) in Vienna. “Be sure
to evaluate each item and ask yourself …
‘Does it fit? Do I love it? Is it in good shape?

Do I feel good in it?’ If all these answers
are ‘yes’ and it is a keeper, then place it in
your closet or drawers.

“Be sure to group like items together such
as skirts, dresses, t-shirts, [and] shorts. De-
cide if the discards should be tossed or do-
nated depending on the condition,” she
said. “Be sure to keep a list of new items to
buy.”

When you store those bulky winter
clothes, make sure you use sealed contain-
ers. “Store them in bins and make use of
vertical space that is hard to reach or other
rooms [like the] basement,” said Jody Al-
Saigh of Picture Perfect Organizing
(www.pictureperfectorganizing.com) in
Arlington. “Before storing clothes for next
winter, be sure they are laundered first. A
little-known fact [is that] moths don’t ac-
tually go after the clothing fibers but rather
the human perspiration and dander that
build on clothes.”

An easy place to start spring cleaning is
your file (or pile or drawer) of appliance
manuals and instruction booklets. “Store
them all in an accordion file, by brands, by
type of appliance, by room or area,” said
Al-Saigh. “Or look up the manual online,
download and toss the paper one.”

Local organization experts offer tips
to help with spring cleaning.Clean for Spring

Photo courtesy of Clutterbusters!!

Betsy Fein of Clutterbusters!!
organized a child’s bedroom in
Fairfax by suggesting the parents
hang clothes on two rods in the
closet and putting photographs on
drawers to help identify where
items belong.

Tips for Spring Cleaning
“After a long winter such as this most recent

one, it feels good to give a house a good,
thorough cleaning. Start by walking through
your home room by room and making a list of
items to be completed.

“When you are finished, you may think the list
in its entirety looks overwhelming and …
impossible to complete. Take one room at a time
and then break the tasks for that room down
into smaller tasks and estimate the time to
complete the task. Determine how much time
daily you can commit to the tasks and schedule
it on your calendar. By doing it this way the
project shouldn’t feel so overwhelming. Be sure
to finish each room before going on to the next.”

— Susan Unger

To honor Mom
on Mother’s Day,
send us your favor-
ite snapshots of you
with your Mom and
The Connection will
publish them in our
Mother’s Day issue.
Be sure to include
some information
about what’s going
on in the photo,
plus your name and
phone number and
town of residence.
To e-mail digital
photos, send to:
arlington@connec

tionnewspapers.com

Or to mail photo
prints, send to:
The Arlington
Connection,

“Me and My Mom
Photo Gallery,”

1606 King St.,
Alexandria, VA 22314
Photo prints will be
returned to you if you
include a stamped,
self-addressed enve-
lope, but please don’t
send us anything irre-
placeable.

“Me
and
My

Mom”
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Home LifeStyle

From Page 10

Be sure to purge often or
when new items are pur-
chased. “Don’t toss warran-
ties or receipts for warranties
or rebates. Keep those in
your file,” said Al-Saigh.
“Keep the accordion file
somewhere handy like the
garage shelf [or on] top of
fridge.”

NOW THAT THE END of
the school year is growing
closer, piles of children’s art-
work are growing taller. “We did
a family room that had a bookshelf
and toys, kids’ artwork and stuff
all over the place,” said Fein. “We
had to help the parents make de-
cisions about what to keep. We
used a method called the three Fs:
Frame-worthy, flush (or toss) and
file. With kids’ art, you have to be
ruthless and realize that it is not
all a Picasso.”

For frame-worthy artwork, Fein
suggests tape frames or inexpen-
sive acrylic frames. “Tape frames
are sticky on the back, but they
look like real frames. You can swap
out the artwork and reuse them.”

For artwork that can be filed,
Fein suggests using a keepsake box
or creating a photo book. “You can
take digital photos of the art work
and put together a book on
Snapfish or Shutterfly. … Your
child will be proud and you won’t
have stuff all over the place.”

Spring’s mild weather also
makes it an ideal time to clean out
a garage. “It’s not too hot and not
too cold,” said Al-Saigh. “Wait for
nice weather, take everything out
and sort it in the driveway.”

Al-Saigh suggests using side-
walk chalk. “Section off areas for
piles for items to keep, donate and
trash,” she said. “When putting
back the keep stuff, group items
together and create zones such as
tools, gardening, sports equip-
ment, camping, bicycles. The more
you can hang on hooks on the
walls or from the ceiling the bet-
ter. Floor to ceiling shelving is
good to maximize the vertical
space.

“Get creative. Use old barrels to
store hockey sticks upright, hang
a mesh bag full of soccer balls,”
she added. “Remove things that
don’t belong in your garage like
photos, paperwork, fragile memo-
rabilia.”

Fein points to a Potomac, Md.,
garage that she recently helped a
client reorganize. “It was a normal
looking garage where stuff was
everywhere,” she said. “Bikes and
sports stuff were all over the place,

so it was a matter of putting like
things together.”

It helps, Fein said, to make or-
ganizing fun. “Don’t think of it as
a chore. … Play music and get the
whole family involved. Play games
with your children, like beat the
clock or beat the time.”

Start small. “A lot of times
people think ‘I have to organize my
whole basement and I have 40
years of stuff,’ said Fein. “If you
have decided to spend the whole
weekend, three hours in you say
this is too much and you quit.
Maybe start with a drawer.”

Experts Offer Tips for Spring Cleaning

Keep it simple. “With filing pa-
pers, sometimes a person’s filing
system is so detailed that it is im-
possible to organize and main-
tain,” said Fein. “Let’s take bills. A
simple system may be a file that
says bills. It doesn’t need to be in
alphabetical order. A lot of clients
are disorganized because they are
perfectionists. If they can’t main-
tain a complicated system per-

fectly, they’d rather just have it in
a pile.”

Once a home is finally orga-
nized, keeping it that way can be
challenging. “You have to be dis-
ciplined about maintaining it,”
said Fein. “Even if you set aside
10 minutes a day to make sure you
do a little maintenance in your
kitchen, bedroom, office or wher-
ever. Doing a little each day keeps

it organized rather than letting it
build up.”

Once a person develops such a
routine, it becomes natural for
even the messiest among us, said
Fein. “It takes 21 days to change a
habit,” she said. “For 21 days, put
a reminder in your calendar
phone, or leave yourself a voice
message reminding yourself to do
a little maintenance.”

“A lot of clients are
disorganized because
they are perfectionists.
If they can’t maintain a
complicated system
perfectly, they’d rather
just have it in a pile.”

— Betsy Fein

Inexpensive
frames are a
simple way
to display a
child’s art-
work and
help elimi-
nate clutter.

Photo courtesy of Clutterbusters!!
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Sports

Arlington Connection Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

T
he Yorktown boys’ soccer team
faced the potential for a letdown
on Monday, taking on a winless
Robinson team three days after

knocking off defending region champion
Oakton.

The Patriots’ level of play indeed dropped,
but senior captain Joe McCreary stopped
the bleeding in the game’s closing minutes.

McCreary scored the go-ahead goal in the
78th minute, propelling Yorktown to a 4-3
victory over Robinson on April 7 at
Robinson Secondary School. The win im-
proved the Patriots’ record to 5-1.

Yorktown seemingly squashed the idea of
a letdown early in the match, building a 3-
0 lead midway through the first half. Iain
Holmes scored in the opening minute, and
Justin Gonzales gave the Patriots a 2-0 lead
with a goal in the fifth minute. Holmes’ sec-
ond goal extended Yorktown’s advantage to

3-0 in the 19th minute.
“I’d say after we got that third goal we

just kind of settled and thought it would be
easier than it turned out to be,” Holmes said.
“We settled down way more
than we should have.”

From that point, Robinson
slowly chipped away at the
lead. Lucas Puranen scored in
the 26th minute, cutting
Yorktown’s lead to 3-1 at half-
time. Noah Zorzi scored in the
47th minute and Henry
Lunario netted the equalizer in
the 72nd minute.

“The level dropped, big time,” Yorktown
head coach David Wood said. “… It’s tough
sometimes, because we’ve been on a big-
time roll of not giving up goals and scoring
goals.”

Rather than letting Robinson come all the
way back to win, Yorktown found a way to
salvage the contest with McCreary scoring
the game-winner shortly after returning
from a yellow card.

Sophomore midfielder Jack McCreary
assisted the goal.

“I saw my brother coming across the
goal,” Joe McCreary said, “and I opened up,
made the run, saw the keeper was out a

little bit and put it in the net.”
Wood agreed the letdown could be a bit

of a wake-up call for the Patriots, but said
their ability to pull out the victory is a posi-

tive.
“It also can help [the team] because we

came back and won the game,” Wood said.
“We got the fourth goal on a great goal from
Joe. It was a good fight to hold them off
there. When it [was] 3-3, then they raised
their level [of play].”

Caleb Knight finished with two assists for
Yorktown. Will McCreary had one.

Yorktown’s 1-0 win over Oakton on April
4 was an early-season confidence booster
for the Patriots. Oakton won the Northern
Region title, reached the state semifinals
and finished with an 18-1-2 record last sea-
son. This year, the Cougars are 5-1-1.

“It was amazing,” Homes said. “It was
probably one of the best experiences of my
high school career.”

Jack McCreary scored Yorktown’s goal
against Oakton, with an assist
from Michael Monahan.

“It was huge,” Wood said
about the win over Oakton.
“They’re coming off a regional
championship last year and
getting far at states last year.
They’ve got a lot of returners
form that team and [head
coach] Todd [Spitalny] does a
great job with them. We really

wanted to show that we can play again with
all these teams. Last year, we didn’t have
that great of a year. This year, we’ve got
some kids back and we’re looking to do well
and kind of make a run as we go along.”

Wood said this is one of the best teams
he’s had during his eight-year tenure at
Yorktown, along with the 2010 team that
fell one win shy of reaching the state play-
offs.

Monahan leads the team with four goals.
Holmes has three goals, and Jack McCreary,
Joe McCreary and Gonzales each have two.

Yorktown will host Hayfield at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, April 10.

Yorktown’s Joe McCreary scored the game-winning goal against
Robinson on April 7.

Iain Holmes scored two goals during a 4-3 win over Robinson on
April 7.

Yorktown Boys’ Soccer Overcomes Letdown to Improve to 5-1
Patriots follow victory
over Oakton by
beating Robinson. “Last year, we didn’t have that great of a

year. This year, we’ve got some kids back
and we’re looking to do well and kind of
make a run as we go along.”

— Yorktown boys’ soccer coach David Wood
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Email announcements to
arlington@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is noon the Thursday before
publication. Photos are welcome.

Donations Needed
Clothing for Family. The Mount

Zion Tutoring Program is trying
to assist the survivors of a house
fire in their community, including
a 2-year-old girl. Email
tutoring@mountzionbaptist.com
for clothing details or to make a
monetary contribution.

TUESDAYS/APRIL 15-MAY 20
Meditation and Introduction to

Buddhism. 7:30-8:30 p.m. at
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center,
Arlington Branch Location, First
Presbyterian Church of Arlington,
601 N. Vermont St. Class includes
teaching, guided meditation, and
Q&A. Everyone is welcome. $10. Visit
www.meditation-dc.org for more.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 16
Valor Awards. 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. at

Fort Myer Officers’ Club, 214 Jackson
Ave. The Arlington Chamber of
Commerce presents the 32nd Annual
Valor Awards honoring those who
have demonstrated heroic actions in
the line of duty. $55 for Chamber
members, $65 for non-members.

Lunch is included. Register online at
www.arlingtonchamber.org/events or
call 703-525-2400.

THURSDAY/APRIL 17
Ideas for the Garden. 11 a.m. at the

Little Falls Presbyterian Church, 6025
Little Falls Road. Landscape designer
and horticulturalist Florence Everts
will speak on design principles
during the monthly program of the
Rock Spring Garden Club. Free and
open to the public, with an optional
$5 lunch following the program.
RSVP by April 10 to
rockspringgardenclub@gmail.com.
Visit www.rockspringgarden
club.com.Sunday/April 20

Easter Services. Trinity Presbyterian
Church, 5533 North 16th St. Trinity
invites the community to its Easter
Worship services. A Sunrise service
will be held at 7 a.m. at the outdoor
chapel behind Trinity, in addition to
the regular 9 a.m. Contemporary
Service and 11:15 a.m. Traditional
Service. An Easter brunch will be
served from 7:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. in
Trinity’s Fellowship Hall. Visit
www.trinityarlington.org for more.

MONDAY/APRIL 21
Community Input. 6:30-8:30 p.m. at

Fairlington Community Center, 3308
S Stafford St. Arlington County has
received a request to have a farmers’

market established at Fairlington
Community Center and is seeking
community input to be sure a market
is the right fit for the location. Share
comments, concerns, and learn more
about the request and the process for
establishing markets on Park
property. Meetings will be April 21
(to gather input) and May 13 (to
discuss major themes). Call 703-228-
7872.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 23
Social Security Planning

Workshop. 6:30-8:30 p.m. at
Arlington Central Library, 1015 N.
Quincy St. Free. Contact
jabel@vt.edu.

Bulletin Board
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Select your products
from our Mobile Showroom

and Design Center

Fully Insured &
Class A Licensed

Est. 1999Free Estimates
703-969-1179

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

Handyman Services
Available:

Call 703-999-2928

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling
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Ivy & Pachysandra
Approx. 100  $29.99
Vinca   50 Peat Pots

$36.99

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

www.cravensnursery.com
Visit our new Web site:

➠

Follow
us:

Pansies
are Here!

On Sale 97¢
Reg. price $1.89

Pansies
are Here!

On Sale 97¢
Reg. price $1.89

Pansies
are Here!

On Sale 97¢
Reg. price $1.89

Pansies
are Here!

On Sale 97¢
Reg. price $1.89

Pansies
are Here!

On Sale 97¢
Reg. price $1.89

$29.99
cu. yd.

Bulk Mulch,
Playground Chips

& Organic Compost

50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery

606060

25% OFF ALL
Nursery Stock
25% OFF ALL
Nursery Stock
25% OFF ALL
Nursery Stock
25% OFF ALL
Nursery Stock
25% OFF ALL
Nursery Stock

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

35% OFF
Japanese Maples

Over 150 varieties

RR Ties - Starting at $14.99 each

FREE ESTIMATES!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and much more!

FREE ESTIMATES!
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Walls, Landscaping
and much more!

FREE ESTIMATES!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and much more!

FREE ESTIMATES!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and much more!

FREE ESTIMATES!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and much more!

FREE ESTIMATES!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and much more!

FREE ESTIMATES!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and much more!

FREE ESTIMATES!
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
and much more!

News

Senior trips: Monday, April 21,
Leesburg Outlets, $8; Tuesday, April 22,
U.S. Supreme Court, D.C., $9; Thursday,
April 24, Reynolds Tavern, Colonial
High Tea, Annapolis, Md., $41; Satur-
day, April 26, Leesburg Flower &
Garden Festival, $9. Call Arlington
County 55+ Travel, 703-228-4748. Reg-
istration required.

50 ways to save the earth ex-
hibit, Monday, April 21 through Friday,
April 25, 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Culpepper
Garden. Free. Details, 703-228-4403.

Just Playin’ Country Musicians,
Monday, April21, 10:15 a.m. – 12:15
p.m., Lee. Free. Details, 703-228-0555.

Social bridge, Mondays and Thurs-
days, 12 p.m., Lee. Free. Details,
703-228-0555.

Seniors only weight room
hours, Langston-Brown and Madison.
Monday-Wednesday-Friday, $60/15
sessions. Call for days and times, 703-
228-4745.

Ice skating, Mondays, 8 a.m. – 9:10
a.m., Kettler Capitals Iceplex, Ballston
Mall, $1 (includes skates). Register,
703-228-4745.

Earth Day nature walk, Tuesday,
April 22, 10 a.m., Arlington Mill. Free.
Register, 703-228-7369.

Spring cooking ideas, Tuesday,
April 22, 11 a.m., Langston-Brown.
Free. Register, 703-228-6300.

Low impact aerobics, Tuesdays,
9:30a.m., Thursdays, 11 a.m., Aurora
Hills. $60/15 sessions. Register, 703-
228-5722.

Using safe household cleaning
items, Wednesday, April 23, 10 a.m.,
Walter Reed. Free. Register, 703-228-
0955.

Award winning photography
tips, Wednesday, April 23, 6:30 p.m.,
Arlington Mill. Free. Register, 703-228-
7369.

Duplicate bridge, Wednesdays, 10
a.m., Aurora Hills and Madison Commu-

nity Center. Cost $5. Details, 703-228-
5722.

Maximizing Social Security ben-
efits , Thursday, April 24, 4 p.m.,
Langston-Brown. Free. Register, 703-
228-6300.

Identity theft protection tips,
Thursday, April 24, 11 a.m., Langston-
Brown. Free. Register, 703-228-6300.

Treemonisha Opera by Scott
Joplin discussed, Thursday, April 24,
1 p.m., Walter Reed. Free. Register,
703-228-0955.

Classical piano recordings, Fri-
day, April 25, 9 a.m., Arlington Mill.
Free. Register, 703-2228-7369.

Comedy Club relives classic ra-
dio and TV shows, Friday, April 25,
10:30 a.m., Aurora Hills. Free. Register,
703-228-5722.

Fast-paced walking group, Fri-
days, 9 a.m., Aurora Hills. Free.
Register, 703-228-5722.

“Flourishing After 55” from Arlington Office of Senior Adult Programs
for April 21-26.“Flourishing After 55”

Signs of Spring
Forsythia inspires Arlington mulchers at 26th Street, North this past weekend.
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
William Licamele MD will be retiring and closing his practice of 
Child Adolescent and Adult Psychiatry on June 26th, 2014. 
Until that date he can be reached at his office at 6760 Old 
McLean Village Drive , Mclean Va.  22101--- phone 703-734-
6927 for any questions, referrals, or follow-up.  After June 26th, 
he can be reached at PO Box 338, Mclean, Va. 22101 for any 
requests for information, records, referrals. Etc.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

Family Day Care 
for ages 3-6

Nature and Reggio Emilia 
inspired

Mclean/Arlington/Falls Church
www.nurturingroots.org

116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
CI MBC DC Metro LLC trading 
as American Tap Room, 2401 
Smith Blvd C08 Arlington, VA 
22202. The above establish-
ment is applying to the VIR-

GINA DEPARTMENT OF AL-
COHOLIC BEVERAGE CON-
TROL (ABC) for a Wine and 
Beer on premises and mixed 

beverages on premises 
license to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. Anthony 
Joseph, President NOTE: Ob-
jections to the issuance of this 
license must be submitted to 
ABC no later than 30 days 

from the publishing date of the 
first of two required legal 

notices. Objections should be 
registered at 

www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

Market Res. Analyst:
Market condition research, info. Collect,

analyze price, sales, competition in telecom
market. FT. Req: BA/BS/eqv in Marketing

w/ 1y exp. Job in Mclean VA. 
Resume to HR of iTalk BB, 1122 S. 

Capital of Texas Hwy, Ste 375,
Austin TX 78746.

Accountants & Auditors
PricewaterhouseCoopers, LLP has an

opportunity for the following
position in McLean, VA. Sr. Associate. Resp

to advise on acctg, financial reporting,
valuation & tax issues. Provide advice &

project mgmt for capital raising events such
as initial public offerings, secondary listings
& private placements. Travel req 40-60%.
Reqs include Bachelor's deg in Acctg, Bus

Admin or rel & 3 yrs recent exp. 
Mail resume to Attn: HR SSC/Talent Mgt,

4040 W. Boy Scout Blvd., Tampa, FL 33607,
Ref #MCLWKI. Must be legally authorized
to work in the U.S. w/out sponsorship. EOE

Senior Software Engineer
(2 open'gs).  Design, code & dev. complex
software apps & web based apps using
JAVA & JEE application Servers, Oracle
SQL & rel. tools. Review systems, funct'nl
& technical specs. Implement & test Obj.
Oriented JAVA, JEE, web service apps
using IT standards & bus'nss. funct'nl
req'mts. Eval. & recommend hardware &
software sol'ns. Perform engin'rg tasks assoc.
w/ analysis, design, & devel'pmt of sales &
markt'g apps. Research/analyze data proces'g
functions, methods & procedures. Prep.
document'n for end user support & train'g.
Work w/ follow'g tools & tech.: JAVA, JEE,
JDBC, Spring, Struts, SQL, XML/SOAP,
JQuery, Websphere, Clearcase.  Job in
McLean, VA & various unanticip. worksites
throughout the US. Bachelors deg. or foreign
equiv. in Comp. Sci., IT, Comp. Eng'rg or a
rel. field and 5 yrs exp. as a Systems
Analyst, Software Engineer, Developer or a
rel. position; work'g w/ JAVA EE, SQL
perform'g software devel'pmt life cycle using
quality control methodologies, Hibernate,
Spring, Struts, JQuery, JEE App. Websphere
Server, Rational portfolio, Clearcase &
software config. man'gmt/version control
tools & rel. technologies. Travel & work in
various unanticip. locat'ns in the US, to be
deter. Mail resume to Digital Intelligence
Systems LLC, James P. Fields, HRD, 8270
Greensboro Dr., #1000, McLean VA 22102,
must include ref. #01302014.

STAFF ACCOUNTANT
(2 OPENINGS):

Review & analyze company's financial
information.  Prepare reports & make
journal entries for transactions using GAAP
& practices. Analyze & provide cost
information for operations & estimate
revenues and expenditures.  Assist with
preparation of budget. Prepare reports for
monthly reconciliation & collections of
various cash, assets, & liability accounts, as
well as project financials for financial
closing, comparing factors affecting pricing
& profitability of services.  Directs &
assigns work to accounting staff members.
Bachelor's degree in Accounting, Business
Administration w/conc. In Accounting or a
rel. field & 2 yrs exp. as a Billing Specialist
or Credit Analyst using GAAP. Job in
McLean, VA. Mail res. to Digital
Intelligence Systems LLC, Attn: James
Fields, HRD-04072014, 8270 Greensboro
Drive, #1000, McLean VA 22102, must
incl. ref. #04072014

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspa-
per business. Internships
available in reporting, pho-
tography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

  Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?
Try a better way

to fill your
employment

openings

•Target your best job
candidates
where they live.

•Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

•Proven readership.

•Proven results.

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

PT  HOUSE MANAGER
Seeking part time mature individual to 
maintain Vienna home, drive carpool, 

cook dinners, light errands, laundry, help 
with homework etc. Must speak English. 

Ages of kids 10-12 and 15. Must have valid 
drivers license. M-F Salary negotiable, 

hours vary from late afternoon to 
evenings. Agree to background check. 

Contact Kim at 703-969-4547. 
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

ANTONIO LAWN & LANDSCAPING
Spring Cleanup • Lawn Mowing • Edging

Mulching • Planting • Patios
Expert Trimming & Removal • New Beds Made

Outline/Extend Existing Beds
Repairs • New Installations • & Much More

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE
571-201-5561

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Prompt Reliable Service
Seasonal plantings & garden

maintenance to suite your
personal taste

Stacey 703-242-2421
Lic & Ins

Flower Garden Delight
Est 1995

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

MASONRY MASONRY

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-4338 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING
So has said my longtime oncology nurse,

Ron, who has tended to me since June,
2009. Originally, I had been assigned to a
different oncology nurse, Holly, with whom I
developed an immediate rapport. She cared
for me from the beginning, early March
2009, when I began my every-three-week
chemotherapy infusion through June, when
she transferred from the Infusion Center to a
different unit (oncology does take a toll).
Initially, after Holly’s departure, Jane,
another nurse in the unit, took me on as a
patient. However, and this is where the
details get sketchy, within a subsequent infu-
sion or two, I was told one day upon my
arrival at the Infusion Center, that Ron, still
another oncology nurse, who I had certainly
seen there previously but with whom I had
minimal interaction, would be taking over
for Jane – who was not transferring out – and
henceforth would be my new oncology
nurse. Apparently, I had been traded. For
another patient? For future considerations?
For a lunch-to-be-paid later? To this day,
nearly five years later, I’ve never been able
to uncover the truth. I got along fine with
Jane; I’m a very low-maintenance patient/
person; I don’t think I did anything to pre-
cipitate such a decision. Nevertheless, a deal
(my word) had been struck.

To the extent to which assigning nurses to
oncology/chemotherapy patients is not ran-
dom, given the ongoing and serious nature
of the types of treatment, Ron’s assignment –
to me – was genius. We are alike in so many
ways. We’re the same age and have the
same wise guy-type personality. We both use
humor at every opportunity and love Yiddish
and shtick as well; also we’re both Jewish. In
addition, we’re both from the Northeast and
love sports. He’s interested in me and I’m
interested in him. I know about his family.
He knows about mine. Our relationship has
evolved from nurse-patient to close friend. I
trust Ron with my life.

That fact was never clearer to me than
this past August 2nd, a scheduled infusion
day for me, when I arrived at the Infusion
Center for my usual chemotherapy. Ron
noticed how ashen gray I was and after talk-
ing to me, further realized how much diffi-
culty I was having breathing. Initially, he
walked me around the unit while monitoring
my oxygen levels; they were not merely low,
they were no-chemotherapy-for-me-that-day
really low. Immediately, Ron went to “Plan
B:” assessment by a doctor in the Emergency
Care Department. I needed medical help,
that day. Ron then spent the next few hours
coordinating care and managing the neces-
sary steps to finding me a hospital bed. Later
that day, I was “ambulanced” to Holy Cross
Hospital where I was admitted. Two days
later, I had 4.5 liters of fluid drained from my
left lung which subsequently collapsed. I
then spent the next five days recovering in
S.I.C.U. In total, I was hospitalized for eight
days before being released the following
Friday. If not for Ron’s hands-on and profes-
sional approach to my deteriorating condi-
tion, it’s likely, as he’s fond of joking, that I
was a “goner.”

But I’m not a “goner.” I’m a “still here-er.”
In fact, at my last infusion, Ron told me that
as of my five-year anniversary in late Febru-
ary, I’m now his longest-surviving cancer
patient. And I’m still alive for many reasons,
one of which is most definitely due to the
depth of the relationship I have with my
oncology nurse, Ron “Choo, Choo” Chubin
(he’s also a train guy). I wouldn’t be here
without him because, as he’s also fond of
saying, he’s where I need him to be. Thank
God!

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

“I Thought
 You Were
 a Goner”

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg

I Never think 
of the future. 

It comes soon
enough.

-Albert Einstein
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Award-Winning Connection Newspapers
More Reasons the Connection Newspapers are the Best-Read Community Papers
Winners of Awards in the 2013 Virginia Press Association Editorial Contest

www.connectionnewspapers.com

❖ Mary Kimm, Alexandria Gazette Packet
– Editorial writing.
❖ Alex McVeigh, Great Falls Connection –
In-depth or investigative reporting.
❖ Michael Lee Pope, Arlington
Connection – Health, science and
environmental writing.
❖ Michael Lee Pope, Alexandria Gazette
Packet – Government writing.

First Place Winners
❖ Bonnie Hobbs, Centre View –
General news writing.
❖ Michael Lee Pope, Arlington
Connection – In-depth or investigative
reporting: •Uncovering Secret
Government
❖ Michael Lee Pope, Alexandria Gazette
Packet – Education writing: •Alexandria
Education Dollars
❖ Michael Lee Pope, Mount Vernon
Gazette – Business and financial writing:
•Car Title Loans
❖ Jeanne Theismann, Alexandria Gazette
Packet – Public safety writing.
❖ Jeanne Theismann, Alexandria Gazette
Packet – Personal service writing.
❖ Mary Kimm, Laurence Foong, Geovani
Flores, Marilyn Campbell, John Byrd,
Tim Peterson and Jean Card,
Vienna/Oakton Connection – Specialty
pages or sections: •HomeLifeStyle
❖ Jean Card, Laurence Foong, Renee
Ruggles and Craig Sterbutzel, Mount
Vernon Gazette – Informational graphics:
•Fairfax County parks

Second Place Winners
❖ Steven Mauren, Jeanne Theismann,
John Bordner, Jean Card, Geovani Flores
and Laurence Foong, Alexandria Gazette
Packet – Special sections or special
editions: Insider’s Guide.
❖ Steve Artley, Alexandria Gazette Packet
– Illustrations – Eminent Domain.
❖ Jean Card, Mount Vernon Gazette –
Page design.

❖ Victoria Ross, Burke Connection –
Feature series or continuing story.
❖ Victoria Ross, Fairfax Connection –
Personal service writing.
❖ Jeanne Theismann, Alexandria Gazette
Packet – Column writing.

Third Place Winners
❖ Steve Artley, Alexandria Gazette Packet
– Illustrations.
❖ Mary Kimm, Fairfax Connection –
Editorial writing.
❖ Louise Krafft, Alexandria Gazette Packet
– Feature photo: Summer Fun.
❖ Donna Manz, Vienna/Oakton
Connection – Feature writing portfolio.
❖ Michael Lee Pope, Arlington
Connection – Education writing.

Louise Krafft, Alexandria Gazette Packet
– Feature photo: Summer Fun.

Steve Artley, Alexandria Gazette Packet –
Illustrations – Eminent Domain.
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