
Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  July 31 - August 6, 2014  ❖  1www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

July 31, 2014Mount Vernon’s Hometown Newspaper • A Connection Newspaper

Attention

Postmaster:

Time-sensitive

material.

Requested in home

8/1/14

PRSRT STD

U.S. Postage

PAID

Alexandria, VA

Permit #482

By Janelle Germanos

The Gazette

T
he summer’s heavy rain storms have not
given any favors to members of the West
Potomac Crew team over the years.

In the past, their workout tent has been damaged
by heavy winds. On June 19, during a heavy storm,
boats were damaged when the boat trailer was
knocked over. They’ve also had outboard motors sto-
len, making it somewhat remarkable that they’ve
overcome these challenges and have won a number
of regattas, sent seniors to college with full scholar-
ships, and sent three boats to Nationals.

But now, the team faces another challenge: They
have no landing site, which means they have no place
to practice.

“It’s even more than just the damage,” said Danny
Selnick, a parent of a student on the team. “We may
not have a place to practice.”

Previously, the team has been practicing at the
National Harbor, but the use of the land is in ques-
tion due to construction of the MGM Casino that was
approved earlier this month.

The land they are currently using in Maryland may
be used as a construction staging area, which could
force the West Potomac team to leave the area.

“It’s really sad what has happened to this team.
The team’s future is in jeopardy,” Selnick said. “We

really need a home.”
Crew is a very family participatory sport, Selnick

said. West Potomac Crew does not receive any fund-
ing from the school or Fairfax County, and raises
about $100,000 each year.

The amount of space that the team needs is very
small, Selnick said. They have asked the National
Park Service for use of the Belle Haven Marina and
the Washington Sailing Marina at Daingerfield Is-
land, but received a response that there is no room
for the team.

According to Selnick, the team is still looking to
use Washington Sailing Marina.

“Within the last two years, our crew team has been
trying to find park sites with a short distance of the
high school. Of course it’s not easy. We’re running
into some snags. That’s still our hope. We would like
to be able to have a place to return each year in a
row,” said Leslie Shinners, the head coach of the
team.

David Bishop, the president of the team’s booster
club who has had two students on the team, said the
long-term goal is for the team to secure a practice
site in Virginia, closer to the school.

“Our long-term goal is to row on the west side of
the Potomac versus the east side,” Bishop said. “Par-
ents have been looking at National Park Service land.
Belle Haven is right down the hill from the school.
They could essentially run down from the school and
then row.”

Although they’re facing some difficulties, coaches
and parents are optimistic that they’ll be OK. Bishop
says they have not heard a yes or no from National
Harbor in Maryland.

“One way or another, we will find a place to row,”
Bishop said. “It’s a fun sport, and I hate to see the
kids not able to row.”

Current practice
space may be taken
over by construction
at National Harbor.

Future Uncertain for WPHS Crew

The West Potomac Crew Team is somewhat uncertain about their future, as their
practice site at the National Harbor may soon be gone.

P
h
o

t
o

 
C

o
n

t
r
i
b
u
t
e
d

By Janelle Germanos

The Gazette

T
he Board of Supervi-
sors voted late Tues-
day to reject an
EnviroSolutions ap-

plication to extend the life of the
Lorton construction debris land-
fill until 2034.

Supervisors voted 6-4 to deny
the application, which in effect
will require the landfill to close by
the end of 2018.

The landfill, located near Inter-
state 95 in Lorton, is owned by
Manassas-based EnviroSolutions.
The company applied in fall 2013
to extend operations of the land-
fill until 2040.

A previous agreement in 2006
would require EnviroSolutions to
build a park on top of the closed
landfill after it closes in 2018.

Following attempted community
compromise, including public
hearings that went late into the
night, the application was denied
on Tuesday.

Citizen groups such as the South
County Federation, a group of ho-
meowner and civic associations in
the Lorton area, opposed the ap-
plication.

The Fairfax County Chamber of
Commerce, the Mount Vernon-Lee
Chamber of Commerce and sev-
eral other groups supported the
proposal, especially considering
the green energy components.

“The Fairfax Chamber is disap-
pointed with the decision by the
Board of Supervisors to deny ESI’s
amended compromise proposal.
By striking down this proposal, we
fear that developers will see ris-
ing construction costs, which
could eventually be passed on to
real estate owners and tenants —
and ultimately customers and cli-

ents. This compromise could have
helped to advance the county’s
goals of enhancing sustainability
initiatives by meeting long-term
recycling goals for construction
materials and supporting LEED at-
tainment for new construction.
This represents a missed opportu-
nity by the Board to further grow
and develop the county,” said Jim
Corcoran, CEO of the Fairfax
County Chamber of Commerce.

EnviroSolutions planned to in-
stall solar panels at the landfill
site, if the application was ap-
proved.

But many community members
were opposed to the application,
including the berm that would
have been built around the land-
fill.

Mount Vernon District Supervi-
sor Gerry Hyland was among the
supervisors who voted to deny the
application, calling it a difficult
application.

“To say this application has
given me some heartburn is an un-
derstatement,” Hyland said at the
meeting.

Sharon Bulova, chairman of the
Board of Supervisors, was among
the four who voted to approve the
application.

“The extension of the life of the
landfill helps Fairfax County meet
its revitalization and redevelop-
ment efforts, particularly in the
Route 1 corridor. While develop-
ers are recycling more and more
from their projects, we are not yet
able to recycle all debris and close
by landfill options, or this option,
in my mind provides developers a
low cost option for ways of dis-
posal,” Bulova said.

Several supervisors, including
Jeff McKay and Pat Herrity, ex-
pressed concern that the applica-
tion was not ready.

Board votes against plan
to extend life of Lorton Landfill.

Supervisors Deny
Landfill Application
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News

More than 400 Fort Hunt High School graduates pose for a group photo at the annual summer reunion picnic
in Fort Hunt Park on Sunday afternoon, July 27.

Lenny Braun ’75 takes the steep
way out of the fort after the
school photo.

Fort Hunt High School Alumni Gather for Reunion

Classmates from FH ’79: Kathy Best Monroe, Bev Malone Burke, Laurie
Leslie, Andrea Gussie Marquardt, Donna Yelman Vasquez and Lisa
Sammons McDonald.

Lorraine Grant FH ’69 looks through a class yearbook at the picnic.

Mary O’Connor ’74 and Connie Pennington.

Linda Gray Rayner ’73 with her daughter Kristin and
granddaughter Anna.

Daniel builds a
sandcastle in the

volleyball pit.

Photos by

Louise Krafft

The Gazette

Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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Alexandria
$972,500

1847 Potomac Greens Dr.
One of Potomac Greens’
largest models, with over
3,400 sq. ft. of living area
that incl. 3 BR, 3 full & 2
half baths on 4 spacious
lvls. Chef’s kitchen with
double wall ovens, gas
cook-top, granite counters
& cherry cabinets. Owner’s
suite features 2 walk-in
closets & the top flr.
includes a roof-top deck,
rough-in for a wet bar, the
3rd full bath. Conv. location
just 1 light from D.C. &
across the street from the
proposed Potomac Yards
Metro station.

Bob Bazzle
703-599-8964

Alexandria $719,000
1109 Dalebrook Dr. Join the Waynewood community! This 5 level
home has it all – 4 bedrooms & 3 full baths, updated kitchen & baths,
a new sun room, plus a certified native habitat yard. A meticulously
maintained home with all major systems replaced. Relax on your
patio – complete with a pond & tranquil waterfall. Full stand-up attic
for future expansion. Walk to a neighborhood pool & park or bike the
GW Parkway. Greg & Joni Koons 703-209-7277

Alexandria
House

$3,250/Month
400 Madison St #1801.
2 BR, 2.5 BA condo
featuring hardwood
floors, built-ins and
fireplace. Lovely
southern vistas of
Potomac River and Old
Town from all rooms
which open to the 61-ft.
balcony. Enjoy outside
entertaining and grilling.
24-hr concierge,
assigned garage parking,
extra storage, roof pool
and party room.

Lib Wiley
703-362-7206JUST LISTED

Old Town
$974,900

124 Princess Street.
Strikingly contemporary
open spaces and
landscaped garden
oasis grace this Old
Town Home steps from
river and parks. 3 BR/2.5
BA, updated interior,
family room perfect for
home theater.
Entertainer’s delight,
with easy flow from
kitchen and living room
into garden. One-car
garage+one parking,
huge attic. Come see!

Barbara Rosen
703-407-6481OPEN SUNDAY 1–4

Alexandria
5458 Summer Leaf Ln. Wonderful
light-filled townhome tucked away &
surrounded by trees. 4 BR, 2.5 BA.
You’ll appreciate the spaciousness
& open floor plan w/architectural
details from the moment you enter.
Functional home that welcomes you
& your guests. Your eyes will
immediately be drawn through
LR/DR to the Atrium off Kitchen
where you’ll enjoy nothing but a wall
of windows showcasing the wooded
view & access to a wrap-around
deck. Sitting area off Mstr Suite
provides same view as does the LL
BR. LL also boasts a finished Bonus
room, Gas FPL & WO to patio. Mins
away from Express Lanes & Metro
approx 1.5 mi. Many upgrades
including hardwoods & numerous
community amenities.

Sandy McConville
703-402 -1567JUST LISTED & OPEN SUNDAY 1–4

Collingwood Springs $575,000
1405 Cool Spring Dr. This completely remodeled 2-car
garage home with cathedral ceilings is not to be missed! Four
Bedrooms, three Baths, with deck, walk out finished lower
level. Huge shed and level large backyard complete with Koi
pond. Fred and Susan Smith 703-362-8253

OPEN SUNDAY 1–4
Alexandria/Hollin Hall Village $539,000
8133 Bainbridge Rd. 2-level beauty in Hollin Hall Village with
garage on quiet cul-de-sac. Light-filled living space, fresh paint
in & out, new windows, Corian counters, SS appliances, separate
DR, gorgeous hardwoods on main lvl, 2 full BA, lower lvl features
huge FR with brand new carpeting, FP, extra large double decks
with tons of privacy, oversized shed. Waynewood school district.
Hurry! Leslie Atkinson 703-967-1471

JUST LISTED & OPEN SUNDAY 1–4

Springfield $428,900
9439 Park Hunt Ct. Beautiful, large, fully renovated all brick
3 bedroom, 4 Bathroom Townhouse in close-in convenient
Orange Hunt Square – Just off the Fairfax County Parkway.
New Kitchen, Bath, paint, tiles and refinished hardwood floors.
Near South Run Park, shopping center, and min to Springfield
Metro. Mike Downie 703-780-2727

Vienna $1,095,000
1800 Sunny Creek CV. Fully upgraded, gorgeous 3-level, 5 BR &
Den, Center Hall Colonial with fully finished In-Law/Au Pair Suite in
lower level, on corner lot in quiet cul-de-sac. Charming, light-filled
Master Bath has 2 skylights and separate bathtub and shower.
Gourmet Kitchen has large island and eat-in area, and easy access to
charming deck overlooking wooded back yard. Quality living in a
model home! Mike Downie 703-780-2727

Alexandria $350,000
6922 Westhampton Dr. Remodeled 3 level duplex.
Off-street parking in spacious driveway. Large patio
and landscaped fenced yard. Hardwood floors,
stainless appliances plus 3 bedrooms and 2 baths.

Mary Smith 703-626-9207

JUST LISTED

Alexandria $275,000
301 Beauregard St N #1617. Beautiful three
Bedroom, 2.5 Bath one-of-a-kind two level
condominium in Alexandria City!

Beverly Tatum 703-585-9673

Alexandria
$339,900

2512 Windbreak Dr. Enjoy
comfortable townhome
living on 3 finished levels.
All brick end unit with 3
bedrooms & 2.5 baths plus
updates. Relax in a lower
level family room retreat at
the end of a long day.
There’s still plenty of
breezy summer evenings
for grilling on your deck as
children & pets play in the
newly fenced yard. A
convenient location for
shopping, dining & easy
commuting to Ft. Belvoir,
Huntington Metro & DC via
Metro/Fairfax Connector
bus service.
Greg & Joni Koons

703-209-7277JUST LISTED & OPEN SUNDAY 1–4

OPEN SUNDAY 2–5

OPEN SUNDAY 1–4
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For more information: www.RexReiley.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex./Riverwood $724,500
3801 Riverwood Road

Price slashed on this beautiful
Colonial w/2-car garage in sought-
after Riverwood. Remodeled Kit
w/granite counters & double oven.
Updated baths, 3 FPLs, freshly
painted interior, refinished hdwd
flrs. Cedar shake roof. Fin bsmt
w/workshop & storage. Extensive

landscaping. Shows beautifully. Blocks to Mt. Vernon Estate & GW Pkwy.
5 mins to Ft. Belvoir.
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Alex./Riverwood $820,000
3716 Carriage House Court
Spectacular 6 BR/3.5 BA Colonial in
Prestigious Waterfront Community of
Riverwood. 4,000+ sq ft of remodeled
living space. Loaded with upgrades,
must see to believe, plus a beautiful In-
Law Suite on main level. Stunning hdwd
floors, light and bright w/great flow –
perfect for entertaining. Quiet, private

w/absolutely incredible landscaping. Classy, spacious and TLC! 5 minutes to Ft.
Belvoir, 15 mins to Old Town Alex, 25 mins to Ntl Airport. Mt. Vernon’s Finest!
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Alex./Riverside Estates
$554,900

8426 Cherry Valley Lane
Stunning, upgraded 5 BR/3 BA Split
– Riverside’s largest split foyer
model. Beautiful sunroom addition,
remodeled kitchen and lower level
bath, freshly painted interior and
exterior, refinished hardwood floors
on main level, new carpet/ceramic

tile on lower level. Spacious 2-car garage and utility rm/work shop. This
home has it all. 5 minutes to Fort Belvoir, 25 to Pentagon.

Alex./Mt. Vernon $389,900
8212 Glyn Street

Your dream home for <$400K!
Beautiful 5 BR, 2 BA Split with a
private fenced back yard and
sparkling in-ground pool! Totally
remodeled: new kitchen w/granite,
ceramic tiled floor, and new
cabinets. Brand new baths,
refinished hardwood floors on main

level, new carpet on lower level. Freshly painted and professionally
landscaped. Doesn’t get any better for the price! 5 minues to Ft. Belvoir.

Woodbridge $192,500
4734 Hersand Court

Great price on this lovely 2 Level,
3 BR, 1.5 Bath Town Home. Freshly
painted, new carpet, nicely updated,
perfect for a starter home. Ready for
immediate occupancy – Close to
shopping mall and I-95 – Hurry –
won’t last long.

Alex./Yacht Haven $859,900
4505 Dolphin Lane

4,000 sq ft of renovated luxury in
this 5 BR/4 BA Split – Updates:
Kitchen, all 4 baths, spectacular
cherry hdwd floors – Great rm
opens to beautiful sun rm addition
which opens to spectacular 35K
deck which overlooks unbelievable
custom landscaped back yard.
House designed for independent

living on either level. Two updated HVAC systems plus tankless HWH –
the list goes on and on. Nothing better in all of Mt. Vernon!

Alex./Yacht Haven $634,900
4426 Neptune Drive

Fabulous 4-level updated split
with 2-car garage in prestigious
waterfront community of Yacht
Haven. 4 large spacious bed-
rooms – remodeled kitchen
w/ceramic tile, granite & SS
appliances. Refinished hdwd
floors, freshly painted interior –
3 full updated baths – beautiful

sun room overlooks lovely fenced back yard. Walk to fantastic
marina, club house and pool. Outstanding value in a great community.
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See Former,  Page 19

News

By Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

W
hen he takes the stand in his own defense,
former Republican Gov. Bob McDonnell
will read jurors an email that he wrote to

his wife as their marriage was said to be crumbling.
Describing the email to members of the jury in his

opening statements, defense attorney John Brownlee
said it was written at a time when prosecutors say
the couple were conspiring to sell power and influ-
ence to a wealthy Virginia businessman. Inside the
Governor’s Mansion, though, the two were barely
on speaking terms.

“She said she hated him,” said Brownlee. “She was

Members of
the media
congregate
outside the
federal
courthouse
in Rich-
mond.

Photo by

Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

Governor’s Mansion, Confidential
Defense in corruption case examines state
of marriage of former Republican governor.
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News

By Mike Salmon

The Gazette

E
very day, Vasyl Smolii uses two dif-
ferent routes when he bikes to and
from work at the Belle View pool
in Alexandria. Coming down the

hill on Belle View Boulevard is an easy ride
in the morning but going back up in the
evening is not as easy on the bicycle Smolii
rents from his sponsor High Sierra Pools,
an Arlington-based pool management com-
pany.

“I must buy this bike for the summer,” said
19-year-old  Smolii from Ukraine.

For Martin Stefanov and Victoria
Tshacheva, the bikes are their transporta-
tion this summer as well. In the evenings,
six bikes are parked on the first floor patio
of the apartment they share in Kingstowne
with other lifeguards who are also from
Europe.

This is Stefanov’s second year
lifeguarding; Tshacheva heard about his
adventures last year while they were attend-
ing Sofia University in Sofia, Bulgaria.
Tshacheva is studying public relations.

“This country is much different, you can
see different cultures, a lot of people from
the whole world, you can learn a lot of
stuff,” she said. Riding bikes to work was
one of those things she is learning. Biking
in Bulgaria “is not so popular,” she said, but
she may continue when she goes back. “I
will ride the bike in my country, I think so,”
she said.

At the EOS Twenty One apartment com-
plex in the Landmark area of Alexandria
there are two pools, one manned by a pair
of 20-somethings from Poland, and the
other by twin sisters Irina and Olha
Shemchuk, also from Ukraine. These life-
guards, who went through U.S. Aquatics for

their summer jobs, don’t ride bikes to work.
The pair from Poland are staying in an
apartment with three other lifeguards close
enough to EOS to walk to work, and for the
Shumchuk  sisters, “our driver picks us up
every day,” said Irina Shemchuk.

Transportation is one of the concerns of
Doug Winkler, owner of Winkler Pool Man-
agement Inc., with an office in Springfield.
They employed 260 lifeguards from vari-
ous countries this year, such as Ukraine,
Serbia, Turkey, Jordan, Bulgaria,
Azerbaijan, Dominican Republic, China,
Slovakia, Russia, Poland, Egypt and
Kazakhstan. The Winkler lifeguards either
walk, use public transportation, have driv-
ers like the Shemchuk sisters, or use bikes
that Winkler supplies for a deposit.

Winkler, who lifeguarded when he was a
teen, remembered his years on the lifeguard
chair as a “great job,” but noted that “the
desire is not there in American kids any-
more, they don’t want to work.” Lifeguards
from overseas want to travel and experi-
ence the United States as well as earn some
money.

All of the lifeguards get training in their
home countries and another course here
before starting. According to High Sierra
Pools, which has job fairs in the U.S. and
internationally, “All of our representatives
are former lifeguards to give you the inside
scoop,” on the job, according to its website.
“High Sierra works with U.S. visa sponsors
to promote our jobs with the help of part-
ner agencies worldwide.”

Communicating in English is key. For EOS
lifeguards Weronica Mikoljczyk and
Agnieszka Kaczmarek from Poland, this is
their second summer lifeguarding in the
U.S. Before starting, they were interviewed
via Skype to get a sample of their dialect,
and “the tests are in English,” said
Kaczmarek. Smolii’s English has improved
since Memorial Day, but “when I arrived, I
had very bad English,” he said.

Kaczmarek was a swimming coach in Po-
land, so she gives some of the children at

EOS swimming lessons “before it opens,”
in the morning.  Mikoljczyk was a lifeguard
on a lake close to Poznan, a city in Poland,
and both know synchronized swimming
which they also share with the children at
the pool. “I love kids,” said Kaczmarek, and
the “kids love us,” added Mikoljczyk.

Over at Belle View, Smolii had to rely on
his training early on this summer, rescuing
a resident in distress. “My first week,  a
woman at Belle View was swimming and
got a cramp. I jumped in with my rescue
tube, take her shoulder,” he said, reenact-
ing the procedure. Smolii is with High Si-
erra, and they check his lifeguarding skills
every month, he said.

ALTHOUGH MOST of the lifeguards work
long days that stretches to more than 40
hours a week, they do find time to enjoy
their American experience. Smolii went to
Ocean City, Md. with another lifeguard and
experienced the ocean and eating crabs for

the first time. The crab mallet techniques
were tough to master at first and he ended
up splattering crab all over him until “wait-
ers showed us the correct way,” he said.

Stefanov took a day trip to New York City
for a fellow lifeguard’s birthday. “It was
amazing,” he said.

For another Ukrainian, Victoria
Horbenko, a lifeguard in Ellipse at Govern-
ment Center off Lee Highway, her summer
at poolside is “like a student exchange, to
get new experience,” she said.

The lifeguards are hot and cold to Ameri-
can food. Stefanov and Tshacheva in
Kingstowne try to eat healthy and “cook a
lot in our apartment,” said Tshacheva, not-
ing that her father in Bulgaria “cooks, it’s
the most delicious food,” she said. She’s
familiar with the obesity trend in this coun-
try. For the twin sisters, the “food here is
very bad,” said Olha Shemchuk, “too many
sweets.” Her sister Irina is not a fan of
American bread.  “Your bread is not bread,”
she said.

There are still community pools that only
hire teenagers from the neighborhood for
the lifeguard positions such as Hunt Valley
pool in Springfield. According to manager
Lauren Blackburn, “We all live right here.”

Hunt Valley lifeguard Luke Chapman, 17,
went to a class to become a pool operator
and noticed “they were all Eastern Euro-
pean,” he said.

Winkler noted that being in the commu-
nity they grow up in has advantages, as
when he was a teen and “many evenings,
some of the pool patrons would bring me
dinner.” On the other hand, being in charge
is a hard sell to friends. “It’s tough for them
to be disciplinary,” he said.

The summer abroad is making an impres-
sion on Tshacheva. “Here we are so sepa-
rate from our life in Bulgaria. It will be so
different when we go back,” she said.

For Olha Shemchuk, 19, she might give it
another summer, after she turns 21 so she
can go dancing and clubbing. “We are
young,” she said.

For some, it starts out
on two wheels.

Foreign Nationals Immersed in Local Lifeguarding

Martin Stefanov on his way to work at a neighborhood pool from the
apartment he shares with other lifeguards in Kingstowne.

Victoria Tshacheva and Martin Stefanov from Bulgaria with bikes
supplied by Continental Pools, their sponsor company.

Victoria Horbenko from Ukraine
holds on to a float and scans the
pool in Fairfax.
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Opinion

O
n July 28, 2014, in affirming that
Virginia’s ban on same-sex mar
riage is unconstitutional, Circuit
Judge Henry F. Floyd writes:

“We recognize that same-sex marriage makes
some people deeply uncomfortable. However,
inertia and apprehension are not legitimate
bases for denying same-sex couples due pro-
cess and equal protection of the laws.
Civil marriage is one of the corner-
stones of our way of life. It allows indi-
viduals to celebrate and publicly de-
clare their intentions to form lifelong partner-
ships, which provide unparalleled intimacy,
companionship, emotional support, and secu-
rity. The choice of whether and whom to marry
is an intensely personal decision that alters the
course of an individual’s life. Denying same-
sex couples this choice prohibits them from
participating fully in our society, which is pre-
cisely the type of segregation that the Four-
teenth Amendment cannot countenance.”

Judge Arenda Wright Allen, on Valentine’s
Day, 2014, ruled that Virginia’s ban on same-
sex marriage is unconstitutional, writing:

“A spirited and controversial debate is un-
derway regarding who may enjoy the right to
marry in the United States of America. America
has pursued a journey to make and keep our
citizens free. This journey has never been easy,
and at times has been painful and poignant.
The ultimate exercise of our freedom is choice.
Our Declaration of Independence recognizes

that ‘all men’ are created equal. Surely this
means all of us. While ever-vigilant for the
wisdom that can come from the voices of our
voting public, our courts have never long tol-
erated the perpetuation of laws rooted in un-
lawful prejudice. One of the judiciary’s noblest
endeavors is to scrutinize laws that emerge
from such roots.

“Plaintiffs assert that the restriction
on their freedom to choose to marry
the person they love infringes on the
rights to due process and equal protec-

tion guaranteed to them under the Fourteenth
Amendment of the United States Constitution.
These challenges are well-taken…

“The Court is compelled to conclude that
Virginia’s Marriage Laws unconstitutionally
deny Virginia’s gay and lesbian citizens the
fundamental freedom to choose to marry.”

Help with
Newcomers And
Community Guides

Our 2014 Insider’s Edition Newcomers and
Community Guides, will publish the last week
of August.

What tips do you have for someone getting
to know your community? What do you wish
you had discovered sooner?

We’re hoping to share the special places, ac-

tivities, events, organizations, volunteer op-
portunities and more that make each commu-
nity what it is. Tell us your favorite park; let
us know what events are not to be missed.
Give a shout out to organizations that do a
great job. Share your best volunteer experi-
ences. Do you have tips for navigating your
PTA or your school’s front office? We’d love
to have your photos to go along with your
suggestions.

Faith organizations, nonprofit organizations,
clubs, environmental groups, advocacy groups,
youth sports teams and others who offer events
open to the public are invited to send a para-
graph about your organization and how to get
involved.

We will publish a selection of local tips along
with a plethora of information useful to new-
comers and long-time residents alike, includ-
ing our award-winning Insiders Guide to the
Parks, information on how to vote and more.

See last year’s community guides by going
to www.connectionnewspapers.com/PDFs/
and scrolling down to Newcomers.

Email tips and photos to
editors@connectionnewspapers.com. Send in
your Insider’s Tips by Thursday, Aug. 14.

For information on advertising, email
sales@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-
778-9431.

— Mary Kimm,

 mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Finally, Marriage Rights Protected in Virginia

Editorial

The following incidents were reported by the
Mount Vernon Police District Station.

ROBBERY, 5900 block of Richmond High-
way, July 26, 3:35 a.m. A passenger brandished
a handgun and took cash from a taxi cab driver.
The victim was not injured. The suspect is de-
scribed as male, black, 18 to 25 years old.

BURGLARY, 8100 block of Richmond High-
way, July 26. An employee reported someone
entered the business and took property.

PEEPING, 7900 block of Janna Lee Avenue,
July 27, 10:03 p.m. Officers responded to the
report of a man looking into a window. Fol-
lowing a search of the area, a 21-year old man
from Alexandria was charged with peeping.

BURGLARY, 8700 block of Richmond High-
way, July 24. An employee reported someone
entered the business and took property.

LARCENIES
3100 block of Furman Lane, license plate

from vehicle
2500 block of Parkers Lane, license plate

from vehicle
6000 block of Richmond Highway, items

from vehicle
6300 block of Richmond Highway, merchan-

dise from business
8000 block of Richmond Highway, beer from

business
4000 block of Robertson Boulevard, bank

card from residence
8200 block of Russell Road, merchandise

from business
8100 block of Fordson Road, bicycle from

business
6800 block of Richmond Highway, cell phone

from business

Crime Report

House Fire Causes
$50,000 in Damages

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department
units responded to a house fire on Tuesday,
July 29, at approximately 9:45 a.m., in the
Alexandria area of Fairfax County. The single-
family home is located at 4000 Buckman Road.

Firefighters encountered smoke and fire
coming from an enclosed rear porch and ex-
tending to the attic area in the one-story home
upon arrival. Firefighters quickly extinguished
the fire. The home was vacant. There were no
injuries.

Damage is estimated at $50,000.
The fire started in the enclosed porch area

and is under investigation.
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News

By Reena Singh

 The Gazette

A
n organization does not
thrive for 90 years by
chance. Northern Virginia

Family Services, a county institu-
tion, has impacted families
throughout the region for nearly
a century with no sign of slowing
down.

CEO and President Mary Agee, who has been at
the organization for 46 of those years, has seen the
nonprofit flourish during her time there.

“In reading the history, there were a lot of pas-
sionate and smart people that were on the board in
the ’20s, ’30s and ’40s,” she said. “Very adaptable
and very principled. That’s the other thing that struck
me — that the decisions were based upon doing the
right thing and never turning a child away.”

She said that even today, her staff is willing to push
boundaries while still adhering to the organization’s
mission.

NVFS opened its doors in 1924 as a family coun-
seling center; it was run by a single volunteer at the
time.

Agee joined the 11 person staff in 1972. She just
announced her retirement, effective next June, on
Monday.

“The budget was $182,000 at the time,” she said.
The budget is now $32 million and staff count has

soared to 150 people. One of those staff members is
current Chief Operative Officer Cheri Villa who has
been with the organization for five years.

“One of the reasons I came here was to work with
Mary on her vision,” she said.

Recently, the organization has helped families who
have suffered during the recession to adapt to the
change.

“I think one of the most interesting things is when
you look at our history, it’s a reflection of the region

as a whole,” said Villa. “As community needs have
emerged, Northern Virginia Family Services has
stepped in.”

In the last 20 years, affordable housing and men-
tal health issues were added to the list of NVFS’s
concerns. However, Agee does not think they were
ever a non-issue for the area.

“The needs in the community have absolutely not
changed,” said Agee. “The thing that has changed is
the faces that use them.”

She said that the organization had the chance to
help its community during the response after a plane
struck the Pentagon on Sept. 11, 2001.

“It was an honor to be asked by the Community
Foundation of the National Capital Region to design
a program that would support the families that were
impacted by the attack on the Pentagon,” she said.
“What that taught was how to perfect a case man-
agement model — help them recover from trauma
and bring in a number of resources.”

She said the leadership the organization showed
made NVFS a national leader in trauma response. It
is currently poised to help the numbers of children
that have crossed the border into Texas.

But it does not do the work alone. Many of the
issues that leaders at NVFS are passionate about are
also tackled with other local organizations.

“I think collaboration is a big part of our success,”
she said. “These issues are so big that you have to
tackle them together.”

Serving Families for 90 Years
Pushing the
boundaries has
led to success,
says Northern
Virginia Family
Services CEO.

Mary Agee, NVFS president and CEO, and Karen
Horowitz, director of volunteer and internship engage-
ment,  present Ralph Lickey with the Presidential Award
for Community Volunteers at the agency’s annual meet-
ing, June 12, at the Capital One headquarters.
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People

By Janelle Germanos

The Gazette

F
eaturing a magical hybrid of a centi-
pede and a dragon, Mount Vernon
resident Alice Chen has completed

her first children’s book, “Centipede
Dragon: A Benevolent Creature.”

This process hasn’t been easy, but Chen,
a medical illustrator by profession, said that
children’s books have always been in the
back of her mind.

“I always enjoyed telling stories and read-

Mount Vernon Author Publishes First Book
ing and writing stories,
especially short stories.
When I was in my teens, I
started writing children’s
story books,” Chen said. “I
sort of forgot about it for
a while, but it was always
in the back of my mind.”

After falling into unemployment in 2012,
Chen began to develop her idea for a story.
At a museum in Toronto, she was inspired
by the centipede dragon.

The writing involved with the book was

tough, Chen said, as she admits she is not a
natural writer.

“Everything was visually oriented for me.
The illustrations came about pretty easily,”
she said.

In “Centipede Dragon: A Benevolent Crea-
ture,” Chen made the decision to portray
the characters as Asian, something that she
said does not always sell well.

“Basically what is known as a fact is that
books featuring children with minority kids
don’t sell. It’s a sad fact. I’m trying to be
part of the push to encourage writers to fea-

ture minority
kids in their
w o r k s , ”
Chen said.

T h e
book is
r e c o m -
mended for ages 3-7,
but older children may enjoy the
book as well. The book is now available for
purchase on Amazon.

As for lessons they may learn, Chen hopes
that children learn about helping others.

“I really do hope that they see that help-
ing others is not a bad thing, and thinking
of others is not a bad thing,” Chen said.

Chen
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Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
Photography Exhibit. Daily 11 a.m.-5

p.m., Thursdays 2-9 p.m. through
Aug. 3. Multiple Exposures Gallery,
Torpedo Factory Art Center #312,
105 N. Union St. “Frozen Music,” a
photography exhibit featuring new
works by Alan Sislen. Call 703-838-
4565 for more.

“Water.” Through Aug. 3., 10 a.m.-5
p.m. at Studio 18 of the Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 North Union
St. Artists derive inspiration from
water, the sea. lakes, rivers, taps,
clouds, rain, snow, ice, the elemental
liquids of life. Free. Call 703-838-
4565 or visit www.torpedofactory.org
for more.

Francie Hester: Symbolic Spaces.
Through Aug. 3. Thursdays, Fridays
and Sundays, 4-6 p.m. Saturdays,
noon-4 p.m. Athenaeum, 201 Prince
St. Art exhibition, Symbolic Spaces,
shifts from a linear, mathematical
piecing together of sequences to
examine time as infinite, fluid,
without discrete beginning or end.
Free. Visit nvfaa.org for more.

The Adventure. Through Monday,
Aug. 4. Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-6
p.m.; Sunday, noon-6 p.m. Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St.,
Studio 21. David Alfuth constructs
intimate dreamlike worlds and
architectural structures with his
paper relief and 3D works. Free. Visit
www.theaterleague.org, or call 703-
683-1780.

Historical Exhibit. Through August at
the Alexandria Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St. “Sit Down
and Take a Stand” commemorates
the 1939 library sit-in of five African
American men and its mastermind,
Samuel Tucker. One of the earliest
occasions of individuals using the sit-

in as an act of civil disobedience in
the modern civil rights movement.
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Call 703-746-4356.

Archeology in Action Tour. Fridays
in August. 11-11:45 a.m. at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon, 3200
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway.
Take an inside look at the history of
the Mount Vernon archaeology
program and the current discovery
efforts in progress. $40 for four
admission tickets, $17 for adults, $8
for children 6-11, $16 for seniors.
Visit www.mountvernon.org/ for
more.

Ice Cream Making. Saturdays in
August. 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at
3200 Mt. Vernon highway, Mount
Vernon. Cool down with 18th century
ice cream making demonstrations.
Admission: Adults, $18; Children, $9;
Under 5, free. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ for more.

Art Exhibition. Through Sunday, Aug.
31 at Torpedo Factory Art Center,
105 North Union St. Artist Steven
Walls will show “Transient States,” a

solo exhibition, at the Torpedo
Factory Art Center. On Thursday,
Aug. 14 there will be a reception
from 6-8 p.m. and an artist talk at 7
p.m. Call 703-838-4565 or visit
www.torpedofactory.org/partners/
target-gallery/ for more.

Blue Star Museums. More than 2,000
museums across America offer free
admission to military personnel and
their families this summer through
Sept. 1. A complete list of museums
is available at http://arts.gov/
national/blue-star-museums. The
museums in Alexandria participating
in the program are Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, the Lee-Fendall House
Museum and Garden and Stabler-
Leadbeater Apothecary Museum.

Doggy Happy Hours. 5-8 p.m. at
Jackson 20 and Hotel Monaco
Alexandria, 480 King St. Thursdays
during the summer. Free, drinks sold
separately. Treats and water for dogs,
with pet boutique and service
vendors. Portions of proceeds benefit
People. Animals. Love. Visit
www.Monaco-Alexandria.com/

alexandria-hotel/doggy-happy-
hour.html.

New Exhibit. Mount Vernon invites
visitors to explore George
Washington’s design for the grounds
of his estate, through a new
exhibition, “Gardens & Groves:
George Washington’s Landscape” at
Mount Vernon through Jan. 12,
2016. Gardens & Groves is the first
museum exhibition to focus
specifically on Washington’s
landmark achievements as a
landscape designer combining rarely-
seen original documents, artwork,
and books with period garden tools,
landscape photography, and a scale
model of the Mount Vernon estate.
Included in admission $18/adult;
$17/senior citizen; $9/child age 6-
11; children under 5 are free. Visit
www.mountvernon.org for more.

Alexandria Cars & Coffee invites car
enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Owners of classic cars, hot rods,
exotic cars, motorcycles and more

Entertainment

Calendar

By Steve Hibbard

The Gazette

T
he Little Theater of Alexandria
is staging the musical comedy
“Spamalot” Aug. 2-23.
The irreverent play, which won

three Tony Awards, including Best Musical
in 2005, is adapted from the 1975 film
“Monty Python and the Holy Grail.” It origi-
nally starred Tim Curry as King Arthur,
David Hyde Pierce as Sir Robin and Hank
Azaria as Sir Lancelot on Broadway.

“It’s ‘Monty Python’ with showgirls and
dancing and musical tunes, and all the
laughter of 50 years of ‘Monty Python’ con-
densed into one show,” said director Wade
Corder, 51, of Springfield. “It’s just brilliant.”

His biggest challenge was narrowing
down the 100 people who auditioned to just
19 characters. “The most wonderful thing
is that it worked,” said Corder, a corporate
accountant by day who is directing his first
LTA show. “We have a fantastic cast.”

He added, “I hope the audience will take
away a memory and a good strong reminder
to always dance and laugh and sing.”

“For people who love to see spectacles,
this is their show,” said producer Rachel
Alberts. “It will not disappoint.”

“It’s a parody of ‘The Knights of the
Roundtable.’ And there’s all sorts of songs,
crazy characters, and Broadway theater
parodies,” Alberts said. “I think people will
be interested because it’s funny, silly and
irreverent.”

With a 14-piece orchestra, Alberts said
LTA likes to do big musicals in the summer.

“There’s heavy and serious things going on
in the world right now, and this provides a
wonderful escape from it all.”

The cast has been rehearsing for eight
weeks, and more than 100 volunteers have
been putting last-minute touches on the
show. Alberts said that LTA’s costume de-
signer has been working on costumes for
almost a year now.

“We have so many people working behind
the scenes to make this happen,” said
Alberts. “All of the actors and crew are vol-
unteers. They are willing to put the time in
— it’s very gratifying to see the work look
so professional.”

Alberts said the show is comical, cartoony,
bright and colorful. “It’s a very positive
show; it’s got an incredible soundtrack. It’s
a true audience experience,” she said.

James Hotsko, 34, of Heatherlea in Ar-
lington, plays the role of King Arthur, who
goes out looking for men to join his Knights
of the Roundtable and gets charged with
the quest to find the Holy Grail.

The fun part has been getting to interact
with everyone and seeing what they are
bringing to their characters, said Hotsko,
who studied aerospace and ocean engineer-
ing and works as a naval architect. That,
plus riding a horse with coconuts during
rehearsals.

It may be a little cliché, but the play may
teach the audience to look at the bright side
of things, he said, “Life is what you can
make of it; there’s always going to be a sil-
ver lining.”

He said one of the biggest challenges was
trying to pick up the British accent. “We are
trying to make sure that stays true,” he said.

Ashlie-Amber Harris, 27, of Alexandria
plays the role of Lady of the Lake. “She’s a
diva,” she said. “She’s beautiful, exotic and
she brings a feminine aspect to the show….
Her character adds a different dynamic to
the story.”

“’Spamalot’ is not your typical theater
show,” said Harris, who works as a bar-

tender. “We kind of make fun of musical
theater and we make fun of huge Broad-
way productions like ‘Phantom of the Op-
era’ and ‘Singing in the Rain.’”

She says that one of her challenges, after
watching Tony Award-winner Sara Ramirez
play the same role, was to try to be original
and stay true to the essence of the charac-
ter and make it her own at the same time.

“It’s hard to bring your own originality to
the character because [Ramirez is] so fan-
tastic, she’s so spot-on with her choices,”
Harris said.

Nevertheless, “This is a great show be-
cause it’s so much fun and it’s based off an
extremely iconic movie,” said Harris. “I
think people are going to leave with a smile
and they’re going to be happy and feel
good.”

“Spamalot” is playing at the Little Theater
of Alexandria from Aug. 2-23. Tickets are
$25-$30. Show times are Wednesdays
through Sundays at 8 p.m. with matinees on
Sundays at 3 p.m. Little Theater of Alexan-
dria is located at 600 Wolfe Street, Alexan-
dria. Visit www.thelittletheatre.com.
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LTA Stages ‘Spamalot’
Musical comedy is
based on “Monty
Python and the
Holy Grail.”

“He’s Not Dead Yet” by the “Spamalot” Ensemble.

“Spamalot’s” King Arthur (James
Hotsko) with Katie Doyle and
Christy Fischer in rehearsals.
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To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm
(en Español); 6:30 pm

Weekday
& Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
followed by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First Friday
of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass en Español

Mass Schedule

Dealers

★ Mount Vernon Antique Center ★
8101 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria

703-619-5100
www.mtvantiques.com

Discover the secret source of many collectors,  dealers,
decorators and shoppers with “good eyes” and great taste.

Large selection of mid-century Danish furniture and teak outdoor furniture!

Follow
us on
Facebook &
Twitter

meet to share car stories and drink
coffee. Group meets the first Sunday
of every month. 8:30-11 a.m.

Songwriter’s Showcase. Every
Tuesday at 8 p.m. at The Old Town
Theater, 815 1/2 King St. Features a
different Songwriter’s Association of
Washington artist each week. Visit
www.theoldtowntheater.com for
tickets.

George Washington’s Mount
Vernon has joined Thomas
Jefferson’s Monticello and James
Madison’s Montpelier to expand the
“Presidents Passport,” Virginia’s
premier presidential trail. As an
added bonus to this year’s program,
visitors to the Alexandria Visitors
Center at 221 King St. showing or
purchasing a ticket to any of the
three presidential estates will, upon
request, receive Alexandria’s “Key to
the City” pass, which grants access
into nine historic sites and museums
in Alexandria — a $26 added value
— for free. Visit www.PresPassport.
Monticello.org for more.

Fifty Years of Collecting. Tuesday-
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sundays
noon to 5 p.m. Fort Ward Museum
4301 West Braddock Road. An
anniversary exhibit of objects from
the Fort Ward collection. Free. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-746-
4848.

Art Exhibit. Tuesday-Sunday, noon-5
p.m.; Saturday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. at Old
Town Gallery, 109 N. Fairfax St. Art
by Paul McGehee. Visit
www.paulmcgeheeart.com for more.

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Photography Workshop. 10:30 a.m.-

noon at Multiple Exposures Gallery
on 105 N. Union St. Photographers
and enthusiasts of all skill levels are
invited to share work, ideas, and

Entertainment

At the Library

Martha Washington Library, 6614 Fort Hunt Road. Call 703-768-6700.
Kingstowne Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre. Call 703-339-4610.
John Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive. Call 703-971-0010.
Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane. Call 703-765-3645.

FRIDAY/AUG. 1
Just Stories. 10:30 a.m. at

Sherwood Library. Stories for
children of all ages.

SATURDAY/AUG. 2
English Conversation. 10:30 a.m.

at Sherwood Library. A
conversation group for adults
learning English to practice
together.

Wag a Tale. 10:30-11:30 a.m. at
Kingstowne Library. Register to
read aloud to Bella, a reading
therapy dog. Ages 5-12.

eBook Workshop. 1 p.m. at John
Marshall Library. Get eBook
questions answered; bring your
eBook reader and library card.

MONDAY/AUG. 4
Fun for 2’s and 3’s. 10:30 a.m. at

John Marshall Library. Stories
and activities for ages 2-3 with
adult.

Preschool Storytime. 10:30 a.m.
at Sherwood Library. Stories,
songs and fingerplays to
encourage early literacy. Age 2-5
with adult.

Read to the Dog. 2-3 p.m. at
Martha Washington Library. Read
aloud to a trained therapy dog for
a 15-minute session. Ages 6-12;
registration required.

TUESDAY/AUG. 5
Spectacular Science. 10:30 a.m. at

John Marshall Library. Explore the
secrets of fireworks, bubbles and
more with Mad Science. Ages 6-12.

Poetry Read-Around. 6:45 p.m. at
Sherwood Library. Share favorite
poems – your own or another’s – in
a small group setting. Facilitated
by Peter Lattu, formerly of Olssen’s
Books.

Spectacular Science. 7 p.m. at
Sherwood Library. Explore the
secrets of fireworks, bubbles and
more with Mad Science. Ages 6-12.

Internet and Computer Training.
8 p.m. at Martha Washington
Library. One-hour session with a
technology volunteer for help with
basic computer skills, and
navigating the Internet. Call for an
appointment, 703-768-6700.

WEDNESDAY/AUG. 6
English Conversation. 10:15 a.m.

at Kingstowne Library. A
conversation group for adults
learning English to practice
together.

Toddler Time. 10:30 a.m. at John
Marshall Library. Early Literacy
storytime, for ages birth to 23
months with adult.

Daytime Book Discussion. 12:15
p.m. at Kingstowne Library.
“Loving Frank” by Nancy Horan.
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questions at this free workshop held on
the last Sunday of each month,
except December. No reservations.
Call 703-683-2205.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Just drop-in for the
session and bring your supplies to
draw or paint our live models. Fee
ranges from $8-$12. All skill levels
are welcome. Del Ray Artisans is
located at 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for
a schedule.

Summer Aquatics Classes. For
youth and adults, including
swimming lessons, aqua aerobics,
Lifeguard Training, Swim Team
Fundamentals and 2013 Gold
Division Champions Wahoos Youth
Swim Team. Register online at
www.alexandriava.gov/Recreation or
in person at the Registration and
Reservations Office, 1108 Jefferson
St. Contact Claudia Spencer at 703-
74605414 or
claudia.spencer@alexandriava.gov.

Stop Motion Animation and
Cartooning. Aug. 18-21. 10 a.m.-
noon and 1-3 p.m. for ages 8-12. Art
at the Center, 2804 Sherwood Hall
Lane. $140 for cartooning and $150
for stop-motion animation taught by
Christine Stoddard. Visit
www.artatthecenter.org/
classessummer14.htm for more.

Theater Camp. Mount Vernon
Community Children’s Theatre will
hold sessions through Aug. 22. There
are two-week sessions with morning,
afternoon or all day sessions, and
one-week sessions that go all day.
Visit www.mvcct.org to register.

Cool Yoga. Wednesdays, through Aug.
27, 6:30-7:30 p.m. at 1900 Mt.
Vernon Ave., Del Ray. Outdoor yoga
classes. Free. Call Maureen Clyne at
703-967-8884 or visit
www.prasadayoga.com for more.

Metropolitan School of the Arts
Classes. 5775 Barclay Drive, Suite
4. The Metropolitan School of the
Arts will begin classes on Monday,
Sept. 8. The studios offer beginner
and advanced instruction in a variety
of different dance forms, including
tap, jazz, ballet, Pointe, Irish dance,
contemporary, acting, combination
classes, hip-hop or theatre as well as
piano and guitar lessons. Registration
is available online at
www.metropolitanarts.org.

THURSDAY/JULY 31
Frolick Dogs Opening Ceremony.

10 a.m. at Frolick Dogs Canine Sports
Gym Club, 3208 Colvin St. A ribbon
cutting ceremony and facility tour
and demonstration to celebrate the
area’s first gym for dogs. Free
admission. Visit
www.frolickdogs.com for more.

Harry Potter’s Birthday. 5-9 p.m. at
The Apothecary Museum, 107 Fairfax
St. A tour of the museum as if it were
part of the “Harry Potter” universe.
$6. Advanced purchase
recommended. Visit https://
shop.alexandriava.gov/
EventPurchase.aspx to purchase
tickets.

Live Music. 7:30 p.m. at The
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Big Smo, opened by Denum Jones.
$20. Visit www.birchmere.com or
call 703-549-7500.

FRIDAY/AUG. 1
Monty Python. Pre-reception, 7 p.m.,

show, 8 p.m., post-reception after, at
The Little Theater, 600 Wolfe St. A
fundraiser for the Pentagon Visitor
Education Center, showing “Monty
Python and the Holy Grail.”
Suggested $40 donation to The
Pentagon Memorial Fund. Contact
Tina McCrea at
Tina@thelittletheatre.com, or call
703-683-5778 x1.

Kenny G. 7:30 p.m. at The Birchmere,

3701 Mount Vernon Ave. $65. Visit
www.birchmere.com for more.

Artisan Gallery Reception. 7-9 p.m
at the Nicholas A. Colasanto Center,
2704 Mount Vernon Ave. Seven
artists present “Board and Beyond”
art exhibit. Gallery is open through
Aug. 31 after opening reception.
Free. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for
more.

SATURDAY/AUG. 2
Friendship Firehouse Festival. 9

a.m.-2 p.m. at Friendship Firehouse
Museum, 105 S. Alfred St. The
annual festival will include vendor
and exhibit displays on the street in
front of the firehouse, and tours of
the firehouse museum. Free. Visit
www.friendshipfirehouse.net or call
703-746-4994 for more.

Family Dig Days. 1:30-3 p.m. at
George Washington Masonic National
Memorial grounds, 101 Callahan
Drive. Help City archaeologists
screen excavated soil from a real dig
on the grounds of the George
Washington Masonic National
Memorial. Reservations required.
Children under 16 must be
accompanied by a participating adult.
$5 per person, fee is non refundable.
Visit www.alexandriaarchaeology.org
or call 703-746-4399 for more.

Dance. 7-9:30 pm. Lesson, 6:30-7 p.m.
at Lincolnia Senior Center, 4701 N.
Chambliss St. BYO refreshments.
Couples, singles welcome; smoke-
and alcohol-free. $12 general
admission, $5 age 17 and under with
paying adult. Call 703-860-4941 or
visit www.nvcwda.org for more.

Live Music. 7-11 p.m. at Tim’s
Rivershore Restaurant & Crab House,
1510 Cherry Hill Road, Dumfries.
Fuse Box, based in Alexandria, is
performing for the last public show
before college starts. Free admission.
Visit www.facebook.com/events/
587084751404469 for more.

SUNDAY/AUG. 3
History Book Club. 1 p.m. ay The

Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. This
History Book Club event will focus on
Thomas E. Crocker’s book “Braddock’s
March: How the Man Sent to Seize a
Continent Changed American History.”
Free Visit www.nvfaa.org or call 703-
548-0035 for more.

Civil War Sunday. 1-5 p.m. at
Alexandria Archeology Museum, 105
N. Union St. Explore the Civil War in
Alexandria. Free. Visit
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org or
call 703-746-4399 for more.

Lyceum Summer Chamber Series.
3 p.m. at The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St. A violinist, violist,
cellist, clarinetist and pianist perform
music by Darius Milhaud. Free,
donations accepted at the door. Visit
www.wmpamusic.org or call 703-
799-8229 for more.

Live Music. 7:30 p.m. at The
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Marc Cohn opened by Amber
Aubarth. $45. Visit
www.birchmere.com or call 703-549-
7500.

TUESDAY/AUG. 5
Steve Prince. 8 p.m. at Morrison

House, 116 S. Alfred St. A
presentation of Steve’s work and
illustrations of his techniques. Free.
Call 703-629-3620 or email
tatyana.ss@verizon.net for more.

TUESDAY-SATURDAY/AUG. 5-31
Multiple Exposures Gallery. 11

a.m.-5 p.m., Thursdays 2-8 p.m. at
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N.
Union St. Fine art photography
exhibition. Free. Visit
www.multipleexposuresgallery.com
for more.

TUESDAY/AUG. 5-MONDAY/SEPT. 8
Art Exhibit. Opening reception, Aug.

14, 6:30-8 p.m.; Monday-Saturday,
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sunday, noon-6 p.m.
at the Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union
St. An art exhibit titled, “Scapes and
Structures.” Free. Visit
www.theartleague.org for more.

THURSDAY/AUG. 7
Purple Heart Ceremony. 1 p.m. at

George Washington’s Mount Vernon,
3200 Mount Vernon Ave. Join
Chapter 353 of the Military Order of
the Purple Heart to commemorate
the anniversary of the oldest military
decoration in the world. $8 for
children, $16 for seniors, $17 for
adults. Visit www.mountvernon.org
for more.

Live Music. 6-9 p.m. Mount Vernon
Inn restaurant, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. The Kevin Kline
Band performs covers of many
familiar Billy Joel, Elton John and
Bruce Hornsby tunes. Free. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/Inn for more.

Live Music. 7:30 p.m. at the
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
An evening with Jay Hayden and V.

Rich. $25. Visit
www.jworldrecords.com, http://
vrichmusic.com, or
www.birchmere.com or call 703-549-
7500.

THURSDAY/AUG.7-SUNDAY/SEPT. 21
Art Exhibit. At The Athenaeum, 201

Prince Street. “Influence and
Inspiration: The Art League Faculty
Celebrates 60 Years.” Exhibit
showcases Washington Color School
Artists to present League faculty.
Reception Sunday, Sept. 7 from 4-6
p.m. Exhibit open Thursdays and
Fridays noon-4 p.m., Saturdays 1-4
p.m., Sundays noon-4 p.m., and
closed Mondays-Wednesdays. Visit
www.theartleague.org/content/
influence_inspiration or call 703-683-
1780 for more.

AUG. 5 THROUGH SEPT. 7
“Fire.” Through Sept. 7. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

at Studio 18 of the Torpedo Factory
Art Center at 105 North Union St.
The artists’ imagination is “fired” by
heat, flames, burning, passion, fiery
tempers, anger, explosive situations,
camp fires, BBQs, and fireflies to

name just a few possible
interpretations. Free. Call 703-838-
4565 or visit
www.torpedofactory.org.

FRIDAY/AUG. 8
Drawing and Painting Clinic. 9:30

a.m.-3:30 p.m. at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
Adults with an artistic eye will learn
different techniques for using colored
pencils and acrylic paint. $74 per
person. Call 703-642-5173 for more.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring to register.

Live Music. 7:30 p.m. in the Music
Hall at the Birchmere, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Buster Poindexter (aka
David Johansen). $29.50. Visit
www.facebook.com/
officialBusterPoindexter/ or
www.Birchmere.com for more.

Cirque du Soleil. 8 p.m. at National
Harbor. Cirque du Soleil performs
“Amaluna.” One hundred percent of
proceeds from ticket sales go to
support The Campagna Center. $120.
Visit www.campagnacenter.org/
amaluna for more.

Entertainment

Friendship
Firehouse
Festival Aug. 2

Alexandria’s historic Friendship
Firehouse will celebrate its 240th birthday
Saturday, Aug. 2 at the annual Friendship
Firehouse Festival from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on S. Alfred Street between King and
Prince streets.

“This is a fun, community-wide event,”
said organizer Bill Kehoe. “There will be
free tours of the museum, firefighting ap-
paratus on display and free fire helmets
and balloons for kids. It’s always a great
time for everyone in the family.”

Held at the historic Friendship
Firehouse, the festival celebrates the role
of firefighters throughout history. The
event will feature a collection of antique
fire equipment and a display of modern
fire apparatus by the Alexandria Fire De-
partment. Other attractions include craft
booths, food vendors and free birthday
cake.

Known as “George Washington’s Fire
Company,” the Friendship Fire Company
was founded in 1774 as Alexandria’s first
fire company. Located at 107 S. Alfred St.,
the building was originally built as a
firehouse in 1855 and now showcases his-
toric firefighting equipment, including
hand-drawn fire engines, leather water
buckets, axes and sections of early rub-
ber hose.

“The Festival is a great way to support
the community and learn about the his-
tory of firefighting,” Kehoe said. “And we
cut the birthday cake at 11 a.m. It’s a block
party where everyone has a good time.”

The 100 block of South Alfred Street
between Prince and King streets will be
closed to traffic for the festival. Admis-
sion is free.

Visit www.friendshipfirehouse.net.

— Jeanne Theismann

The current Friendship Firehouse was built in
1855, underwent remodeling in 1871 and
restored by the city in 1992. The firehouse now
serves as a city museum.
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Station 204
firefighter Rick
Muse helps Ben
down from one
of the fire trucks
on display at the
2012 Friendship
Firehouse Festi-
val.
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SATURDAY/AUG. 9
Art Workshop. 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at

Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Draw butterflies from
colorful photographs and explore the
techniques used to take colored
pencils a step beyond their
traditional use. $74. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring or call 703-642-5173 to
register and for more.

Pole Dancing Competition.
Compulsory round, 10 a.m.
Performance round, 2 p.m. at Pretty
Lady Pole Fit Studio, 7702 East
Richmond Highway. Women and
men ages 16 and up compete for a
spot in the 2015 PDA championship
in New Orleans. Visit
www.prettyladypolefit.com for more.

Alexandria Art Market. 10 a.m.-4
p.m. in Colasanto Park, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Local artists will
perform. Browse artwork by local
artists and more. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/
ArtMarket for more.

Hometown History Bus Tour. 10
a.m.-2 p.m. Franconia Museum, 6121
Franconia Road, Franconia. The
Franconia Museum will be holding a
bus tour traveling from the museum
and ending with refreshments at
Nalls Produce. $25. Call Carl Sell at
703-971-4716 or Don Hakenson at
703-971-4294 for more.

Jane Austen Ball. 8-11 p.m. at
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N.
Royal St. This 1790s era ball will
include English country dancing, live
music, a period-inspired dessert
collation and “iced refreshments.”
Period attire is optional, “after-five”
attire is encouraged. Tickets are $45
per person and reservations are
required. Visit http://
apps.alexandriava.gov/Calendar/

Detail.aspx?si=3455 for more.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/AUG. 9-10
Summer Sidewalk Sale. Hours vary

by retailer at Old Town and Del Ray.
Moved inside in case of inclement
weather. Free. Visit
www.VisitAlexVA.com/SidewalkSale.

SUNDAY/AUG. 10
Family Day. 1-4 p.m. at Gadsby’s

Tavern, 138 N. Royal St. Explore the
magic of history with a tour of the
tavern. Adults: $5; Children: $3. Visit

www.gadsbystavern.org for more.
Lyceum Summer Chamber Series.

3 p.m. at The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St. Cellist Philip Wolf
and pianist Stephen Bertino perform
Grieg and other short pieces. Free,
donations accepted at the door. Visit
www.wmpamusic.org or call 703-
799-8229 for more.

TUESDAY/AUG. 12
Live Music. 7:30 p.m. at the

Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Dick Dale. $29.50. Call 703-549-
7500 or visit www.birchmere.com.

Entertainment

Food & Drink

Mount Vernon Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-noon, Wednesdays, May 7-Dec.
17. Fresh local food, artisan crafts. Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall
Lane. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/
mtvernonmkt.htm for more.

Kingstowne Farmers Market. 4-7 p.m., Fridays, May 2-Oct. 31. Giant
parking lot, 5955 Kingstowne Towne Center. Products include fresh
organic honey, pies and rolls. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
farmersmarkets/kingstownemkt.htm for more.

Old Town Farmers Market. 7 a.m.-noon, Saturdays year round. Local
farmers and artists have been selling products there since 1753. Located at
Market Square, 301 King St. Call 703-746-3200 or email
oldtownfarmersmarket@alexandriava.gov.

Del Ray Farmers Market. 8 a.m.-noon, Saturdays year round. Features
fresh vegetables and fruits in season, meats, eggs, fresh pasta and sauces,
Amish cheese, yogurt, bakery goods and more. Located at the corner of
East Oxford and Mount Vernon avenues. Contact
pmiller1806@comcast.net for more.

Four Mile Run Farmers & Artisans Market. 9 a.m.-1 p.m, Sundays
through November. Brings fresh nutritious foods to people of all income
levels. Located at the entrance to Four Mile Run Park at 4109 Mount
Vernon Ave. Visit www.4mrmarket.org/ for more.

West End Farmers Market. 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Sundays from May-
November. Fresh, locally grown, in-season vegetables as well as sweet juicy
berries, apples, pears, and seasonal peaches. Vendors also sell fresh-
squeezed orange juice, fresh-baked pastries, gourmet cheeses and more.
Located at Ben Brenman Park, 4800 Brenman Park Drive. Visit
www.westendfarmersmarket.org/#FarmersMarket for more.



18  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  July 31 - August 6, 2014 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

By Veronica Bruno

The Gazette

T
en students from the Fairfax branch
(Murraygate chapter) of the Boys & Girls
Clubs of Greater Washington got a sneak
peak of Shark Week by spending the

night among them at the Baltimore Aquarium at the
seaport in Baltimore. They spent a “night at the
museum” as part of the science, technology, engi-
neering, and math (STEM) program sponsored by
COX Communications last Friday, July 25. They ex-
plored the National Aquarium without the crowds
and toured several behind-the-scenes labs and STEM
classrooms, watched a fun 4D movie, and partici-
pated in question and answer sessions with the
aquarium guides. Perhaps the biggest highlight was

viewing the sharks in the viewing tank from above.
COX Virginia funded the trip as part of its partner-

ship with the Discovery Channel, a program that pro-
vides a preview episode of Shark Week to local chil-
dren each year. The curriculum was designed to com-
bat the academic setbacks that many students suffer
when not involved with educational programs over
the summer. According to the National Summer
Learning Association, children who are exposed to
quality educational and development programs and
opportunities over the summer are better prepared
to return to school in the fall.

The Boys & Girls Club of Greater Washington pro-
vides a safe haven for youth after school and when
the schools are not open. The club provides oppor-
tunities and fun activities for the students as well as
mentorship programs.

Boys & Girls Club of Greater Washington
members take a private overnight tour of
Baltimore’s National Aquarium.

A Night at the Aquarium for Fairfax Youth

The group also experienced a movie in 4D about salmon migration and life cycle.
Seated in the front row are Moises, Brenda and Paola Zavala, Yohana Cruz, Mercy Grace
Francisco, Edwin Garcia, and Eliseo Valenzuela. Seated behind them are Monica Baker,
Sandra Achia and Hanny Bushura.

Alan McKenzie, the Baltimore Aquarium guide for the
event, showed the group several shark jaws and teeth in
the STEM lab of the aquarium. Sandra Achia, Hanny
Bushura, Monica Baker and Moises Zavala observe
McKenzie’s demonstration.

Alan McKenzie points out the many hazards to fish found
in the ocean. Also pictured are Moises Zavala, Yohana
Cruz and Hanny Bushura.

Photos by Veronica Bruno/

The Gazette

Alan McKenzie, the Baltimore Aquarium guide for the event, leads a
group through the Australia exhibit, including Boys and Girls Club mem-
bers Sandra Achia, Hanny Bushura, Paola Zavala, Edwin Garcia, Eliseo
Valenzuela and Mercy Grace Francisco.

The group poses outside the aquarium’s STEM labs. Pictured among the
hanging colorful “jelly fish” are Eliseo Valenzuela, Mercy Grace Fran-
cisco, Monica Baker, Yohana Cruz, Moises Zavala, Wonhee Kang, Paola
Zavala, Brenda Zavala, Brian Delcid, Sandra Achia, Edwin Garcia, Hanny
Bushura and the tour guide Alan McKenzie.
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From Page 5

Former Governor’s Case Goes to Trial

Bob McDonnell was the attorney general when the new federal court-
house opened in Richmond. Now he’s facing prosecution in a seventh-
floor courtroom.

angry that there was not enough
money for their family, not enough
time for her.”

After a successful public career that
culminated in the the governor mak-
ing the short list to be a running mate
for Republican presidential hopeful

Mitt Romney in
2012, McDonnell
has fallen very far
very fast. He’s now
engaged in the
fight of his life, but
not on the cam-
paign trail. This
time he and his
wife are facing a
14-count indict-
ment from federal
prosecutors who
say the
McDonnells were
acting in secret to
take money and
gifts in exchange
for taking action to
benefit Jonnie Wil-
liams, who was
trying to obtain
scientific testing
from state officials
for his nutritional
supplement made
from tobacco.

“This case is
about the

McDonnells lining their pockets with
secret gifts and cash,” said prosecu-
tor Jessica Aber. “Bobs for Jobs —
that’s what he was supposed to do,
just not in exchange for money.”

THE CORRUPTION TRIAL of the
former governor and his wife is un-
precedented in Virginia politics,
where commonwealth has enjoyed a
reputation of relatively clean govern-
ment. That is until recently. A grand

jury is currently investigating the circum-
stances surrounding the resignation of a
Democratic state senator who was offered
a job at the tobacco commission, the same
organization that Williams was targeting in
his effort to promote Anatabloc. In his open-
ing statement for Maureen McDonnell, de-
fense attorney Bill Burck said the first lady
of Virginia was a “true believer” in
nutraceuticals and became a “favorite play-
mate” for Williams as her marriage fell
apart.

“You will even hear evidence that she had
a crush on Mr. Williams,” said Burck. “Jonnie
Williams is very good at using people to get
what he wants.”

If opening statements this week are any
indication, Williams will be at the center of
the trail as each side presents evidence to
the jury. For prosecutors, he’s the star wit-
ness — the whistleblower who was given
immunity from prosecution in exchange for

exposing how the governor and his wife
accepted $150,000 in exchange for using
the power and prestige of the Governor’s
Mansion. For lawyers representing the
McDonnells he was a scheming manipula-
tor who turned state’s evidence to keep him-
self out of jail. “He thought of himself as a
big fish,” said Burck. “But he knew Gover-
nor McDonnell was an even bigger fish.”

OPENING STATEMENTS offered each
side an opportunity to make an initial im-
pression with members of the jury, a way
to establish a connection and make prom-
ises about evidence to come. It was also an
opportunity for some moments of high
drama.

The lawyer for McDonnell played two vid-
eos of the governor engaged in economic
development and quoted from a book titled
“Once an Eagle.” He outlined a case in
which the governor’s defense will be that

he was merely promoting Virginia products.
“He eats Virginia ham. He drinks Virginia

wine,” said Brownlee, who once ran for at-
torney general. “My guess is that if he
smoked, he would smoke Virginia ciga-
rettes.”

The lawyer for Maureen McDonnell fo-
cused much of his opening statements to
attacking Williams, who he said has
changed his story several times. Burck com-
pared it to an iPhone that keeps getting a
new operating system. Version 1.0 was the
original and unadulterated version, the one
that denied wrongdoing and supposedly
lied to prosecutors. Version 2.0 was when
he struck a deal with prosecutors and told
a different story. Even as the trial date ap-
proached, Burck said, Williams changed his
story seven more times.

“That’s nine different versions, and each
one keeps getting better for the govern-
ment,” said Burck. “Which Jonnie Williams
are you supposed to believe?”

PROSECUTORS SPENT their opening ar-
guments laying out a timeline they say
shows official actions were taken shortly
after gifts were offered or loans were re-
ceived. In one dramatic moment, for ex-
ample, Williams shows up at the Governor’s
Mansion with a blank check. But Aber was
also careful to manage expectations, ac-
knowledging that prosecutors do not have
one singular piece of evidence that shows
the sweep of the conspiracy case. “No single
witness will be able to tell you this entire
story from soup to nuts,” said Aber. “The
defendants are way too sophisticated for
that.”

Legal experts say the opening statements
play an important role in setting the tone
for jurors and letting them know what to
expect.  “Opening statements are critical
and the reason for that is it’s kind of like a
first date. You only get one chance to get it
right,” said Rich Kelsey, assistant dean of
the George Mason School of Law. “It’s about
building a story that makes sense and an-
swers their questions before they know they
have questions.”

“Opening
statements
are critical

and the
reason for
that is it’s

kind of like a
first date.

You only get
one chance

to get it
right.”

— Rich Kelsey,
assistant dean of

the George Mason
School of Law

By Janelle Germanos

 The Gazette

T
he Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors voted Tuesday to approve the
plan to develop the site of the

former Lorton prison.
When construction is completed, the

mixed-used community will include 412
residential units at market rate, 110,000
square feet of office and retail space, and
20,000 feet of community space.

The residential units include 225 apart-
ments in previously prison dorms and work-
shops, 157 new townhomes, six condos and

24 new homes.
According to a county press release, this

was the final decision needed for construc-
tion to begin.

Groundbreaking for the first phase is ex-
pected to begin this fall, and will create 165
apartments and 107 new homes. The
Alexander Company and Elm Street are the
developers for the project.

Fairfax County will pay an estimated
$12.7 million of the $188 million project.
The second phase will begin in late 2016.

The development will take place on the
site of the former Lorton prison, which
Fairfax County bought the property of for

Laurel Hill Master Plan Meets Final Approval
Construction expected to begin this fall.

A map demonstrating the Laurel
Hill Master Development Plan, at
the site of the former D.C. prison.

$4.2 million in 2002. It is expected to cre-
ate 300 new jobs and generate $2.5 mil-
lion in tax revenue annually.

Housing and restaurants will bring rev-
enue to the area, according to supervisors.
The Lorton Workhouse Arts Center, located
on the site of the former prison, was a topic
of discussion in January when the Board of
Supervisors voted to assume part of the
workhouse’s loan.

“I was pleased to support the re-planning
and re-purposing of Laurel Hill,” said
Sharon Bulova, chairman of the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors, in a statement
in June. “Fairfax County’s purchase of the
former Lorton Prison has provided the op-
portunity to create a vibrant community in

the South County area. Providing attractive
tax-producing residential and retail uses is
a real victory and the right decision for our
board.”
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B
illy Lescher joined the West
Potomac varsity baseball team at
the end of his sophomore season
and was a key contributor dur-

ing his junior and senior campaigns.
In 2013, Lescher threw a perfect

game during an 11-0 season-open-
ing victory over Mount Vernon.
West Potomac went on to reach the

Patriot District semifinals and Lescher re-
ceived honorable mention as a pitcher.

As a senior, Lescher garnered second-team
all-conference honors and helped the Wol-
verines finish runner-up in Conference 7.

Lescher will continue his baseball career
as a pitcher at the University of Pennsylva-
nia. He recently participated in a Q&A via
email.

Q&A: What made Penn the right fit
for you?

Lescher: Penn is in a great city [Philadel-
phia] and I loved the campus, coaches and
the players.

Q&A: What was your reaction
when you were accepted into an
Ivy League school?

Lescher: I was ecstatic. It’s an honor to
be going there.

Q&A: What will your major be?
What position will you play?

Lescher: I’m not really sure what I’ll be
majoring in but I’m thinking international
relations. And I’ll be pitching.

Q&A: At what age did you start
playing baseball? Have you always

Email announcements to gazette@connection
newspapers.com. Deadline is Thursday at noon. Pho-
tos are welcome.

Revisions to the master calendar for Fairfax
County Public Schools were approved by the
Fairfax County School Board on Thursday, July
24. The 2014-15 school year begins on Tuesday,
Sept. 2, and ends on Friday, June 19, 2015. In
total, the revised 2014-15 school year calendar
includes seven teacher workdays to offer teach-
ers time for staff meetings and professional
development, as well as three teacher staff de-
velopment days, four strategic planning days,
and six days with a two-hour early release for
teacher directed time. The length of the school
year remains the same, but the number of days
for students has been reduced from 183 days to
180 days. By eliminating the shortened Monday
schedule for elementary schools, FCPS was able
to make changes to the calendar that comply
with state accreditation for 990 hours of instruc-
tion. The 990 instructional hours also eliminates
the need to make up inclement weather days at
the end of the school year if fewer than 13 days
are missed. Visit www.fcps.edu/hr/calendar/
SY14-15StandardCal.pdf for more.

Email announcements to gazette@connection
newspapers.com. Include date, time, location, de-
scription and contact for event: phone, email and/
or website. Photos and artwork welcome. Deadline
is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before event.

VIRGINIA TAX HOLIDAY
Families in Virginia will get a sales tax break on

clothes and supplies for school when the state
holds its annual Virginia tax holiday, Aug. 1-3.
To be eligible for the tax break, school supply
items must be priced at $20 or less, and clothing
and footwear must be priced at $100 or less.
Visit www.tax.virginia.gov/ for a complete list of
of eligible school supplies and clothing items.

SUMMER MEALS FOR CHILDREN
Fairfax County Public Schools will participate

in the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s summer
food service program for children who qualify
for free and reduced lunches during the school
year. Free meals that meet federal nutrition
guidelines will be provided to children at
approved sites throughout Fairfax County. To
find a location, contact the FCPS Office of Food
and Nutrition Services at 703-813-4800.

West Potomac Grad Lescher To Play Baseball at Penn
Pitcher enjoys
Creedence
Clearwater Revival
and tacos.

been a pitcher? When did you
realize playing college baseball
was a possibility for you?

Lescher: I started playing baseball when
I was 4. And yes, I have always wanted to
be a pitcher. I thought it was the coolest
position because of how the pitcher con-
trols the game. I realized college baseball
was a possibility during the summer going
into my senior year. I was on a showcase
team and I noticed that I had begun throw-
ing much harder with better pitches and
pitch control.

Q&A: How many years were you on
the West Potomac varsity?

Lescher: I got called up to the varsity team
toward the end of my sophomore year and
then played my junior and senior years.

Q&A: What position(s) did you play
when you weren’t pitching?

Lescher: When I wasn’t pitching I was
playing first base, which was a blast to
play.

Q&A: Did you play any other sports
at West Potomac?

Lescher: At West Potomac, I was a mem-
ber of the swim team my freshman and
sophomore years, and did dive team my jun-
ior year.

Q&A: What is your favorite
memory of playing high school
baseball?

Lescher: My favorite memory while play-
ing baseball at WP would be either throw-
ing a perfect game against Mount Vernon
my junior year or just playing baseball ev-
ery day with my best friends.

Q&A: If you could go back and
change one thing about your high
school athletic career, what would
it be?

Lescher: If I could to go back and change
one thing during my high school athletic
career I would probably have worked
harder in the offseason during my earlier
years. Would’ve helped my game when I
was younger.

Q&A: What are you most looking
forward to about the transition
from high school to college?

Lescher: I’m most looking forward to
meeting my new teammates and getting to
play at the next level.

Q&A: What is your favorite food?
Lescher: Favorite food is a tough ques-

tion, but I’m going to have to go with tacos.

Q&A: Who is your favorite music
artist? Why?

Lescher: Music is also tough, but I’d have
to say some old Creedence Clearwater Re-
vival.

Q&A: What is your favorite movie?
Why?

Lescher: Favorite movie would have to be
‘Old School.’ Will Ferrell gives me a good
laugh.

Q&A: Do you play video games? If
so, which one is your favorite?

Lescher: I do play video games and I
would have to say it’s a toss-up between
NHL and FIFA for my favorite.

Q&A: What is your favorite hobby
outside of baseball?

Lescher: Outside of baseball, my favorite
hobby is probably playing Wiffle Ball with
my buds, or swimming.

Q&A: What location is the farthest
you have traveled from the Wash-
ington, D.C. metro area?

Lescher: The farthest away from D.C. I
have been was probably Los Angeles when
I was younger.

Q&A: Are you a pro sports fan? If
so, who are your favorite teams?

Lescher: I’m a huge Nationals fan, and I also
follow the Redskins and the Caps, as well.

— Jon Roetman

Billy Lescher and the West Potomac baseball team finished runner-up in
Conference 7 in 2014.

School Notes

See Bulletin,  Page 21

Bulletin Board

REUNION INFORMATION
The Groveton High School class of 1964 is

looking for contact information for as many
classmates as possible. The planning for the
50th reunion is underway, however only a small
number of people have been contacted. If a
Groveton graduate of ’64 and interested in
attending next September’s reunion email
contact information to GHS64@verizon.net.

TUESDAY/AUG. 19
NOVA Registration Closes. Registration for

Northern Virginia Community College’s 16-week
fall semester and the first 8-week term closes.
Classes begin Aug. 20. Visit www.nvcc.edu or
visit campuses in Alexandria, Annandale,
Loudoun, Manassas, Springfield and
Woodbridge. Call 703-323-3000 for more.

TUESDAY/OCT. 14
NOVA Registration Closes. Registration for

Northern Virginia Community College’s second
8-week term closes. Classes begin Oct. 15. Visit
www.nvcc.edu or visit campuses in Alexandria,
Annandale, Loudoun, Manassas, Springfield and
Woodbridge. Call 703-323-3000 for more.

THURSDAY-FRIDAY/OCT. 16-17
Mental Health First Aid. 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at

the South County Center, 8350 Richmond Hwy.
Public education program from the Fairfax-Falls
Church Community Services Board Wellness and
Health Promotion. Over a two-day course,
certified instructors help people learn to assist
someone developing or experiencing a mental
health problem or crisis. $25. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hscode/ereg/
Registration.aspx?groupID=47.

NOVA SENIOR OLYMPICS
Registration for the senior olympics is open

for the 10 day of competition from Sept. 13-24.
Events include track and field, tennis, handball,
dominoes and more. Registration is $12 which
covers multiple events. Participants must be 50
by Dec. 31, 2014. Online registration opens July
1 at www.nvso.us. Call 703-228-4721.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Volunteer Advocates for Nursing Home &

Q&A
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Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-752-4031 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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K
endall Cunningham started her
high school lacrosse career as a
standout freshman at West
Potomac. She transferred to

Bishop Ireton prior to her sophomore season,
and spent the next three years helping the
Cardinals become a championship program.

In 2014, Cunningham’s senior season,
Bishop Ireton defeated Good Counsel to win

the WCAC championship, and beat
national power St. Stephen’s & St.
Agnes to win the VISAA state title.
Cunningham scored three goals

during the Cardinals’ 9-7 win over SSSA.
Cunningham, who received WCAC hon-

orable mention as a senior, will continue
her lacrosse career at Rhodes College in
Memphis, Tenn. She recently participated
in a Q&A via email.

Q&A: What made Rhodes College
the right fit for you?

Cunningham: I am very interested in
studying abroad, joining a sorority, and
playing lacrosse. At Rhodes I can do all of
that, where at a D-I school I would be lim-
ited to only lacrosse. I also really wanted to
go to school down south, and Memphis is a
great city with awesome music and food.

Q&A: What will your major be?
What position will you play?

Cunningham: I plan on majoring in busi-
ness and commerce, and I will be playing
attack and some midfield.

Q&A: At what age did you start
playing lacrosse? When did you
realize playing college lacrosse
was a possibility for you?

Cunningham: I started playing lacrosse
at 8 years old and I realized in the eighth grade

Ireton Grad Cunningham To Play Lax at Rhodes College
Former Wolverine
helped Cardinals win
WCAC, VISAA titles.

Sports

Former Bishop Ireton lacrosse player Kendall Cunningham is seen dur-
ing her junior year in 2013.

that lacrosse would be something I would like
to continue to play after high school.

Q&A: Ireton won the 2014 WCAC
championship game against a
Good Counsel team that had
beaten you in the tournament final
the previous year. What did it feel
like to win the WCAC title?

Cunningham: Good Counsel has been a
serious rival for us since I transferred. We
had a tough in-season game against them
and they were expecting to come out on
top again during this year’s WCAC champi-
onship game. It made the 10-goal victory
[17-7] that much sweeter.

Q&A: The VISAA state title came
against national powerhouse and
fellow Alexandria school St.
Stephen’s & St. Agnes. What did it
feel like to win the state title?

Cunningham: it really put Bishop Ireton
girls’ lax on the map. Scoring three out of
the nine goals that day was the best feeling

ever, especially after being down 4-0 in the
first few minutes. BI lax is now seen as a
force to be reckoned with.

Q&A: You were a standout on the
West Potomac lax team as a fresh-
man before transferring to Bishop
Ireton. How would you describe
the experience of changing
schools, including the change from
public to private?

Cunningham: It was definitely a big
change for me. I was depended on by team
a lot more as a freshman. On the Ireton lax
team, we all depended on each other
equally, and everyone had a job on the team.
Transferring from public to private was hard
but paid off in the long run.

Q&A: What is your favorite
memory of playing high school
lacrosse?

Cunningham: My favorite memory was
winning the WCAC and VISAA champion-
ships during my senior season.

Q&A: If you could go back and
change one thing about your high
school athletic career, what would
it be?

Cunningham: There is nothing I would
have changed. I had an awesome experi-
ence at both West Potomac and Bishop
Ireton. I had the best of both worlds.

Q&A: What are you most looking
forward to about the transition
from high school to college?

Cunningham: Continuing my athletic and
academic success. I am excited to be a part
of the Rhodes women’s lacrosse team.

Q&A: What is your favorite food?
Cunningham: Baked ziti.

Q&A: Who is your favorite music
artist? Why?

Cunningham: Arctic Monkeys. They are
unique and they have a diverse style of
music.

Q&A: What is your favorite movie?
Why?

Cunningham: All of “The Fast and the
Furious” movies. I am a big fan of Paul
Walker, for obvious reasons.

Q&A: What is your favorite hobby
outside of lacrosse?

Cunningham: Jet skiing and boating at
my river house.

Q&A: What location is the farthest
you have traveled from the Wash-
ington, D.C. metro area?

Cunningham: Costa Rica.

Q&A: Are you a pro sports fan? If
so, who are your favorite teams?

Cunningham: I am a die-hard Redskins
fan. I love football. I also enjoy watching
the Capitals and Wizards.

— Jon Roetman

Assisted Living Residents needed
throughout Northern Virginia. Contact the
Northern Virginia Long-Term Care
Ombudsman Program at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/
olderadultservices/ltcombudsman/, email or
email Lisa.Callahan@fairfaxcounty.gov or
call 703-324-5861, TTY 711.

The Adult Day Health Care Centers need
marketing assistants. For these and other
volunteer opportunities, call 703-324-5406,
TTY 711 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
olderadults and click on Volunteer
Solutions.

On-Call IT Specialists to help older adults
and adults with disabilities with basic
computer issues. Schedule is flexible. For
these and other volunteer opportunities, call
703-324-5406, TTY 711 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadults and
click on Volunteer Solutions.

Hollin Hall Senior Center is looking for a
DJ ballroom and dance instructor. The
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah

Road. The Mount Vernon Adult Day
Health Care Center is looking for social
companions for participants on Fridays from 3-5
p.m. and front desk volunteers on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays from 11 a.m.-noon and 3:30-4:30
p.m. Located at 8350 Richmond Highway. For
these and other volunteer opportunities call
703-324-5406 or visit www.fairfacounty.gov/
olderadults.

Fairfax County needs volunteers to drive older
adults to medical appointments and wellness
programs. Call 703-324-5406, TTY 711, visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadults and link to
Volunteer Solutions or e- mail
VolunteerSolutions@fairfaxcounty.gov.

The Kingstowne Senior Center needs
instructors for classes in art and bridge as well
as an experienced boater to discuss boating. Call
703-324-5406, TTY 711, visit

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadults and link to
Volunteer Solutions or e-mail
VolunteerSolutions@fairfaxcounty.gov.

The Mount Vernon Adult Day Health Care
Center needs a volunteer assistant from 11
a.m.-noon. on Tuesdays to assist with activities
and on Wednesdays from 11 a.m.-noon. Call

703-324-5406, TTY 711, visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadults and link to
Volunteer Solutions or e-mail
VolunteerSolutions@fairfaxcounty.gov.

The Wakefield Senior Center in Annandale
needs Spanish speaking interpreters, Tuesday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Call 703-324-5406, TTY
711,visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadults
and link to Volunteer Solutions or e-mail
VolunteerSolutions@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Respite Care volunteers give family caregivers
of a frail older adult a well-deserved break so
they can go shopping, attend a doctor’s
appointment or just have coffee with a friend.
Volunteers visit and oversee the safety of the
older adult for a few hours each month. Support
and training are provided. Contact Kristin
Martin at 703-324-7577, TTY 711, or
Kristin.Martin@fairfaxcounty.gov.

The Mount Vernon Adult Day Health Care
Program needs a volunteer to greet people and
answer phones Mondays-Fridays from 9:15-9:30
a.m. to start as soon as possible. Contact Fairfax
County’s Volunteer Solutions at 703-324-5406,
TTY 703-449-1186,

VolunteerSolutions@fairfaxcounty.gov, or visit

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/
olderadultservices and click on volunteers.

Fairfax County’s Meals on Wheels needs
drivers and a coordinator. Contact Fairfax
County’s Volunteer Solutions at 703-324-
5406, TTY 703-449-1186,
VolunteerSolutions@fairfaxcounty.gov or
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/
olderadultservices and click on volunteers.

NOVA Long-Term Care Ombudsman is in
need of volunteer advocates for residents of
nursing homes and assisted living facilities
throughout Northern Virginia. Contact
lisa.callahan@fairfaxcounty.gov or call 703-
324-5861 to volunteer or for more
information.

ONGOING
Band musicians are invited to join the Mount

Vernon Community Band. Rehearsals
are Tuesday 7:30-9:30 p.m. in the Mount
Vernon High School band room, 8515 Old
Mount Vernon Road. There are no auditions.
The Mount Vernon Community Band is a
nonprofit community service organization

From Page 20
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Since 1991
703-863-7567

1502 B, Mt. Vernon Ave., Delray, Alexandria 22301

Storage Sheds
by Keith Cross

• All forms of carpentry Rough & Finish
• Built to order Bookcases, shelves and

cabinets, sheds and picnic tables
• Loads of Local References

CARPENTRY CARPENTRY

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Dog Walkers & Pet Sitters Wanted!
If you’re an animal lover, a dedicated employee,
and are looking to supplement your income,
The Wag Pack would love to hear from you.
Schedules are flexible and wages are great.
Plus, it’s a job worthy of a tail wag!
Visit www.thewagpack.com for more.

JK Enterprise Landscape Supply, LLC is 
one of the largest producers of mulch and 

soil products in Northern Virginia. We 
make it, sell it and distribute it! JK is 

looking for experienced 

Heavy Equipment Operators
to work in our Alexandria location. Must 
have experience operating wheel loader, 

track loader, excavator, grinding and 
chipping equipment.

Make $35,000 to $50,000 a year, 
depending on experience level.

We offer full time, year-round employ-
ment, competitive pay, health and dental 

insurance, life insurance, paid leave, 
401(k) and profit sharing.

Please email resume/job history to 
alexandria@lumberjake.com or call 
(703) 212-8088 or (703) 928-7793.

PT Director of Marketing
Mount Vernon Community Children's 

Theatre seeks an enthusiastic supporter of 
youth in the arts as a part-time Director of 
Marketing and Operations. Demonstrated 

previous success in the marketing field 
and proficiency in all social media 

platforms is essential.  The ability to work 
in a creative and collaborative 

environment is key.  Candidate's 
knowledge of digital video and editing, as 

well as Photoshop, is preferred but not 
required. Hours are flexible and 

somewhat seasonal.  Email resumes to 

admin@mvcct.org

Video Gametruck 
franchise for sale

Prince William, Stafford & F’burg
Profitable, busy. $145k

703-946-5088

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

RECEPTIONIST
Entry-level position, Full-time M-F 8:30 am-5
pm, in Old Town Alexandria insurance and
commercial real estate office.  Responsible for
answering phone, process & distribute incom-
ing/outgoing mail, photocopy, order supplies,
computer scanning and other computer-related
tasks, provide support for office staff, maintain
appearance of receptionist area/conference
room/break room, plus other duties as needed.
Individual must be friendly, dependable, have a
positive attitude, pleasant telephone voice, be
able to multi-task and prioritize work. High
school diploma or equivalent required. Resumes
may be faxed to 703-739-8967 or emailed to
scunningham@clarkeandsampson.com ;
please include your salary requirements.

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  July 31 - August 6, 2014  ❖  23www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

LEGAL NOTICE
Sealed proposals for the City of Alexandria per specifications
will be received in the office of the Purchasing Division until the 
date and time designated as follows:

RFP No. 00000462: Title: Multiple Award Schedule Contracts 
for Bridge Repair and Reconstruction Projects
RFP Closing Date and Time: August 26, 2014, 4 p.m., prevail-
ing local time
Pre-Proposal Conference: August 5, 2014
For general inquiries contact Michel F. Hauer, CPPO-CPPB, 
Contract Specialist III at 703.746.4295.
The City of Alexandria reserves the right to reject any and all
proposals, cancel this solicitation, and to waive any informali-
ties or irregularities in procedure.  THE CITY REQUIRES ITS 
CONTRACTORS TO BE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
EMPLOYERS.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

NOTICE
Dr. Dossola wants to notify his patients that he has retired from 
active practice of Medicine, and has closed his office at 5272 

Dawes Ave.,Alexandria, VA 22311 on 06/30/2014.
Dr. Dossola wishes to thank all his patients.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING is hereby given that Alexan-
dria Renew Enterprises (AlexRenew) will hold a PUBLIC 
HEARING on its PRELIMINARY BUDGET for the FISCAL 
YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2015 on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 16, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at AlexRe-
new’s Administrative (J) Building located at 1500 Eisenhower 
Avenue, Alexandria, VA. The preliminary budget is available 
for examination by the public online at www.alexrenew.com 
and during regular business hours at the above address. Cop-
ies will be made available upon request – phone (703) 549-
3381 ext. 2260. July 31st and September 4th

Alexandria Renew Enterprises
BY:  William Dickinson
Secretary – Treasurer

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation is 
recommending the Simpson Park Playground and Passive Use 
Lawn renovation project (“Project”) to the National Park Serv-
ice for partial funding made possible by assistance from the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund. The Department of Rec-
reation, Parks and Cultural Activities (RPCA) is soliciting public 
comment on the Project. In 2013, RPCA developed a Simpson 
Park Improvement Plan (as part of the Citywide Parks Im-
provement Plan), which included a recommendation to reno-
vate the playground and adjacent lawn, based on community 
feedback. The plan proposes restoring open space to accom-
modate multiple passive uses and help to balance the type of 
activities in Simpson Park. An adjacent playground renovation 
will include areas with rubberized surface, areas for different 
age groups, and more tree canopy for shade. The design will 
also improve the connection to passive use areas.

RPCA is accepting comments for 30 days from initial an-
nouncement with a deadline of August 31.  A concept plan for 
the project is available online at http://alexandriava.gov/recrea-
tion/info/default.aspx?id=65170#Citywide and the RPCA offi-
ces at 1108 Jefferson Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.  

Prior to the grant award, comments must be provided in writing 
and may be submitted where the plans are available, by mail 
or email.  Contact information: Dana Wedeles, 
dana.wedeles@alexandriava.gov or 703-746-5491. If awarded, 
RPCA will hold community meetings to discuss and review de-
sign concepts.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

Social worker with more than 
20 years’ experience working with 

seniors and persons with 
special needs 

offering in home care and companionship, 
or “on the road” services including 

shopping, prescription pickup, escort to 
appointments, etc.

Call 703-909-5797 or 
damsel1129@yahoo.com.

110 Elderly Care 110 Elderly Care

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

OBITUARY

Capt. Robert Edward Mansell
Capt. Robert Edward Mansell, 69 of Alexandria died at
home on July 21, 2014 surrounded by his family.
He was born on Feb. 27, 1945 to the late Robert Lee and
Nellie Vivian Mansell.  Bob graduated from West Chester
University with a B.S. in 1967, the University of
Pennsylvania with a Masters in Physical Therapy in 1969
and the Medical College of VA with a Masters in Public
Health in 1975.
Bob’s career took him to Staten Island, NY; San
Francisco, CA; Fort Worth, TX and Alexandria, VA with
service in the United States Public Health Service, the
Food and Drug Administration and the American Physical
Therapy Association before he retired in 2003. Of his var-
ied career, he most enjoyed his time as a physical thera-
pist as it gave him the greatest opportunity to help
people.
Bob was an avid volunteer in the community. After losing
his father at a young age, he wanted to help promote and
protect children.  He coached his daughter’s soccer team
for many years and tutored at the local elementary
school.  His hobbies included golfing, walking in nature,
playing volleyball, reading poetry and following Premier
League Soccer. He had a heart of gold and an infectious
belly laugh.
He is survived by his wife, Lorraine of Alexandria, VA; his
daughter, Marinn Mansell of New York, NY; and his
brother Richard of Keyser, WV. He was pre-deceased by
his sister, Marsha Mansell.
Services will be held on Aug. 2, 2014 at 11 am at
Fairlington United Methodist Church in Alexandria.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to “Send a Kid
to Camp” at http://familymattersdc.org.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Legal Notices

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of
section 4-1-16 of the code of

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department

located at 3600 Wheeler
Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304

is now in possession of
unclaimed bicycles, mopeds,

lawn equipment, money,
scooters, and other items. All
persons having valid claim to

the property should file a claim
to the property with

reasonable proof of ownership
or the items will be sold,
destroyed, converted or

donated. For a complete
listing go to 

http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the 

Police Property Section at
(703) 746-6709

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-4338 N-VA

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6 ....................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ....................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES

Zones 1, 5, 6 ....................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ....................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7:00am to 7:00pm

Saturday, 8:00am to 5:00pm

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!


