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ACPS music educator Debra Kay Robinson Lindsay directs the Lyles-Crouch fourth
grade students in a medley of four songs starting with the Bill of Rights and con-
cluding with two versions of the National Anthem.

Celebrating U.S. Constitution Week

Mayor Bill Euille presents DAR Constitu-
tion Week Chair Linda Greenberg with a
Constitution Week proclamation.

Members of six DAR Chapters came together in recognition of Constitution Day:
Louise Massoud (Kate Waller Barrett), Ruth Bennett (John Alexander), Priscilla
Purinton (John Alexander), Mary Kasik (Dr. Elisha Dick), Linda Greenberg (John
Alexander), Mary Ann Smith (Thomas Nelson), Kathryn Maxson (Mt. Vernon),
Brooke Purinton (John Alexander) and Donna Porcare (Nelly Custis).

A
lexandria students attending Lyles-Crouch
Traditional Academy, Mount Vernon Com-
munity School and Jefferson-Houston El-

ementary School arrived at City Hall on Monday
morning, Sept. 15, to watch the signing of the
official Constitution Week proclamation by Mayor
Bill Euille. Sept. 17 is the 227th anniversary of the
signing of the U.S. Constitution in Philadelphia.

Students from Lyles-Crouch directed by ACPS
music instructor Debra Kay Robinson Lindsay pro-
vided a musical interlude with a selection of in-
terpretive songs on the Constitution and the Bill
of Rights. After signing the official proclamation,
the mayor presented it to DAR Constitution Week
chair Linda Greenberg.
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By Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet

T
ucked away behind the
Alexandria Police De-
partment, an empty lot
along Wheeler Avenue

has become the focal point in a
skirmish between local residents
and the developers of a proposed
recycling facility.

Smith Industries, one of the larg-
est scrap processors in the Mid-
Atlantic region, has proposed turn-
ing the lot that formerly housed a
Flippo Construction depot into a
recycling and materials recovery
facility. Development of a recycling
facility requires a Special Use Per-
mit, which must be approved by
the City Planning Commission.
However, residents of nearby

neighborhoods voiced their oppo-
sition to the plan at the Sept. 4
Planning Commission meeting.
The permit request was unani-
mously denied.

The proposed Wheeler Avenue
Recycling Center would compact
metal and ship it off-site to be con-
verted into raw material. This
material is eventually resold to
manufacturers.

Many of the residents at the
Planning Commission meeting
represented Normandy Hill Apart-
ments. The closest Normandy Hill
unit is directly across the street
from the proposed recycling cen-
ter, less than 125 feet from the
property line. The majority of resi-
dents’ concerns involved the noise
generated by the proposed facil-
ity, particularly from the industrial
metal baler used to compact the
recyclable materials.

City of Alexandria staff visited
another Smith Industries recycling
facility in Woodbridge to measure
sound output from the metal baler
at that site. The staff found that,

By Helen Lloyd

Gazette Packet

T
he fate of Alexandria’s
oldest free boxing club
hangs in the balance this

week after the city hammered out
a conciliatory deal to begin with-
drawing its financial support.

For the first time in its 30-year

history the boxing club will no
longer be completely free. Mem-
bers over 18 and all non-Alexan-
dria city residents will now have
to pay. The club will also have to
pay rent to the city.

The club’s lease has been re-
duced from its usual three years
to just one and the number of
hours it is allowed to use the gym
at the Charles Houston Recreation
Center have been reduced.

The one-year agreement is in-
tended to give the club time to find
a long-term solution to the prob-

Sound Argument
Proposed
recycling facility
faces public
backlash.

City’s Oldest Boxing
Club on the Ropes
City seeks to
recoup its
recreation costs.
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News

Police Investigate
Gun Near School

The Alexandria Police Department is investigating a weapons
violation that occurred at Maury Elementary School in the 600
block of Russell Road on Tuesday, Sept. 16.

At approximately 12:10 p.m., police were called to the school
for a person brandishing a weapon. Several elementary school-
aged children reported seeing an unknown male while they were
playing outside the school. The man was on the other side of a
chain link fence when he called to the children to draw their
attention. When several children looked over at him, he pointed
what appeared to be a “long gun” at the students. The children
ran to inform an adult. The man was not on school property and
no children were injured.

Police officers searched the area for the suspect. A Fairfax Po-
lice Department helicopter assisted with the search. The school
was placed on a “lock-in”, which prohibits students from going
outside. Officers stayed on scene and assisted with the school’s
dismissal.

The suspect is described as a black male between 14 and 18
years old, with a medium complexion, 5’6" to 5’8", a thin to
medium build, with a short black mohawk style haircut. He was
wearing a black shirt, blue pants and black boots. Police ask that
anyone with information related to this incident or the suspect
contact Det. Mike Whelan at 703-746-6228.

Hunger Free Alexandria
This Weekend

A coalition of local faith-based and nonprofit leaders announce
they will recognize Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 20 - 21, as Hun-
ger Free Alexandria Weekend.

The weekend will focus on ending hunger in the city during
morning church services and will be followed on Sunday with
an afternoon event to highlight the issue in hopes of determin-
ing ways to better address hunger in Alexandria.

This group of faith-based and nonprofit leaders have been
meeting regularly during the summer as a follow-up to the re-
lease of Toward an End to Hunger in Alexandria, a study com-
missioned by the Alexandria Childhood Obesity Action Network, a
working group of the Partnership for a Healthier Alexandria. The
study is available online at: http://healthieralexandria.org .

At present, nine local churches have committed to making Sept.
20 - 21 Hunger Free Alexandria Weekend: Grace Episcopal, St.
Paul’s Episcopal, Christ Church, Roberts Memorial UMC, First
Christian Church, Immanuel Church On-the-Hill, Sixteenth Tab-
ernacle, Downtown Baptist, Commonwealth Baptist, Church of
the Resurrection, Blessed Sacrament Catholic Community,
Fairlington Presbyterian and Good Shepherd Lutheran. ACT for
Alexandria, the Northern Virginia Health Foundation, the Alex-
andria Health Department, Volunteer Alexandria and ALIVE! have
combined with the Partnership for a Healthier Alexandria to pro-
vide the nonprofit community support for this endeavor.

Immediately following services on Sunday, Sept. 21, a city-
wide event will be held at Fairlington Presbyterian Church, 3846
King St., from 12:30-2:30 p.m. In addition to music, food and
some activities for children, time will be provided to highlight
the issue of hunger.

News Briefs

Snapshot
10:05 a.m., Sept. 11 on
North Henry Street: Re-
membering Jim Parker,
co-founder of Hard Times
Cafe who died Sept. 6.

Photo by

Louise Krafft

Gazette Packet

Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Umbrellas dotted the landscape up and down King Street on Saturday afternoon at
the annual arts festival.

12th Annual Alexandria Arts Festival
D

ark and rainy skies turned into sunshine by
mid-afternoon on Saturday, Sept. 13, the
opening day of the 12th annual Alexandria

Art Festival on King Street. The festival featured work
from more than 200 artists. This weekend, Sept. 20

and 21, the Howard Alan production will be featured
at the Arlington Arts Festival on Saturday and Sun-
day.
The festival will take place on Highland Street in
Clarendon both days from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Art festival organizer Howard Alan talks
with artist and photographer, Col. Greg
Gadson (ret.) at Gadson’s display tent on
King Street.

A puzzle in progress is displayed beneath
Market Square. The puzzle when complete
will feature more than 600 individually
decorated pieces. It will be displayed at
the 60th anniversary celebration of the Art
League later this year.

A Jester Light by sculpture Kimber
Fiebiger of Minneapolis, Minn.

The Art League hosted its annual Ice
Cream Bowl Fundraiser. With the purchase
of a bowl, Gifford ice cream scoops were
provided by Artfully Chocolate.
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HIRING: REPORTER TO COVER CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
Description:
Cover the City of Alexandria, Virginia for the Alexandria

Gazette Packet, publishing since 1784. We’re looking for an
energetic, analytical beat reporter who will take pride in
breaking news and making sense of the news. Cover crime,
politics, local government, school board, land use, elections,
local business, more. Opportunity to do enterprise and
investigative reporting.

The Connection Newspapers, an award-winning group of weekly
newspapers in the suburbs of Washington, DC, is published by Local Media
Connection LLC. The Alexandria Gazette Packet is our flagship paper.

Candidates for this position must have degree in journalism, law, social
science or liberal arts plus reporting experience. We’re looking for a reporter
who will seize the opportunities to learn, enjoy talking to a wide variety of
people, work to learn the beat, develop sources and develop stories beyond what
others are writing. Reporters write six or more multi-source stories a week.

Requires valid drivers license, vehicle, proof of insurance. Send cover letter,
resume, three clips and a few story ideas to:
Mary Kimm, Publisher and Editor, Local Media
Connection, resumes@connectionnewspapers.com

See Neighbors,  Page 5

News

Proposal Yields Noise Concerns
From Page 1

at a range of 150 feet from the metal baler along
what would be the property line at the Alexandria
facility, the sounds ranged from 72 to 90 decibels,
well above the 60 decibel maximum noise ordinance.
According to the Center for Disease Control, 85 deci-
bels is comparable to standing near a garbage dis-
posal or dish washer and sustained exposure may
result in hearing loss.

“The primary concern
for whether or not the
permit was approved
was the noise,” said
Alex Dambach, Division
Chief of Alexandria’s
Department of Planning
and Zoning. “There was
an eight-foot concrete
sound barrier proposed,
but this is a fairly low
level precaution and we weren’t provided with any
information on how much sound it would block.”

Robert Nealon, an attorney representing Smith
Industries, contended that the recycling facility
would implement state of the art landscaping and
fencing to serve as sound barriers. However, a re-
port filed by the Alexandria staff found that these
measures would only reduce the sounds from the
facility by five to seven decibels, which would still
leave the facility regularly in violation of noise ordi-
nances.

Additional concerns included the potential for the
various metals and chemicals processed through this

facility to seep into the local stream south of the fa-
cility. While Smith Industries proposed relocating the
truck loading and unloading mechanisms away from
the stream, the staff reported that this would do little
to mitigate the potential damage.

Local resident Yuan Yuan raised concerns over the
air pollution generated from the metal dust and die-
sel fumes emitted from the baler. Yuan pointed to
benzene in particular as a potent carcinogen, and as

a new mother, worried
about the potential ef-
fects of long-term expo-
sure on local children.
Dambach confirmed that
potential chemical haz-
ards from the facility
were still under investi-
gation.

Other residents be-
lieved the facility could

damage the late-18th century mill located on the pre-
mises.

“It’s a historic mill, only one left in the city of Alex-
andria, and they want to surround it with a junkyard,”
said Suzanne Morrison, president of the Early Street
Village Property Owners Association.

According to Nealon, the core of the issue is a mis-
interpretation of the facility’s purpose. Nealon reit-
erated his offer in the Planning Commission meeting
that anyone interested in a tour of Smith Industries’
Woodbridge operation was more than welcome.

“There’s a misunderstanding here. We’re not a

“The primary concern for
whether or not the permit was
approved was the noise.”

— Alex Dambach, Division Chief, Alexandria’s
Department of Planning and Zoning
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We speak Spanish • Farsi • Tagalog • Amharic

   NEW
PATIENT SPECIAL!
Call us today at 703-931-0200 to
schedule your appointment. Includes comprehensive oral exam,
oral cancer screening, Periodontal evaluation, and Cleaning
and bite wing x-rays for $99 (regularly $300)

GOOD FOR EVERY MEMBER OF YOUR FAMILY. Must present coupon
at time of appointment. New patients only. Offer not valid with insurance
submission. Payment is due at time of appointment. Offer valid in the absence
of gum disease. Most PPO’s are accepted.

The
Perfect Smile

5055 Seminary Road, Suite 105, Alexandria, VA 22311
www.ackermandds.com • 703-931-0200

Tomorrow’s Dentistry Today
•Intraoral cameras let you see what the dentist sees
•Digital radiography provides unmatched

diagnostic and treatment accuracy, 90%
less radiation

Dr. Ackerman & Associates offer:
•Most current knowledge in dental care today
•Variety of treatment services, including hygiene,

complex adult cases, cosmetic dentistry, 25 years
dental implant experience, Invisalign orthodontics,
and all family dental needs.

 $99
Special

NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL!

News

Neighbors Oppose Proposed Facility
From Page 4

junkyard; we’re leading-edge green technology. It’s
a facility that represents the future of this industry,”
Nealon said.

At the City Council Public Hearing on Sept. 13,
the council deferred the vote on the Special Use Per-
mit until Oct. 18 at Nealon’s request.

But according to Nealon, the fight isn’t over.
“There were a lot of issues that were discussed in

the Planning Commission. A lot of issues were

brought up that need to be addressed and clarified
so people know exactly what it is we’re trying to
build,” Nealon said. “This is a flagship city that needs
to embrace leading-edge technologies.”

If the issue resurfaces, Morrison says the local citi-
zens will be ready.

“It’s really amazing what they want to put into the
middle of the city,” Morrison said. “I’ve been trying
to rally the troops and make everyone realize that
this could actually happen.”

The site for
a proposed
recycling
facility (left)
is across the
street from
Normandy
Hill Apart-
ments.

Photo by

Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet
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CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
UNCLAIMED PROPERTY
FOR REPORT YEAR 2014

In conformance with the Commonwealth of Virginia’s Unclaimed
Property Act, the City of Alexandria is publishing a listing of
unclaimed property held at June 30, 2013

If you or your company is listed above, contact the Accounting Division of the
City of Alexandria’s Finance Department prior to October 24, 2014
For more information concerning this ad, please contact: City of Alexandria,
Finance/Accounting Division, P.O. Box 178, Alexandria, VA 22313
Telephone: 703-746-3905
The above shall be published in The Alexandria Gazette on September 18, 2014.

Property Code Last Name First Name Middle

People

By Shirley L Ruhe

Gazette Packet

W
e know a lot of customers every day.
We have a big smile ready and already
know what they want. So we get their

order going before they even get to the counter. Good
morning Hosea,” Suyapa Flores says as Hosea walks
over to the order counter beside the window filled
with small pecan pies, morning glory muffins and
elephant ears. She explains Hosea always comes in
around 11 a.m. and orders an apple scone or a whole-
wheat bagel and an espresso.

“The customers love the coffee — it’s not too strong
and not too weak.” She says some mornings there is
a line at the front door when Firehook Bakery opens

at 6:30 a.m. “They are waiting for that
cup of coffee.” Flores arrives at 5:30
a.m. to get the cases filled and every-
thing set up. She says the bread is
baked at the Chantilly store and about

15-20 assorted loaves — pain leavin, baguettes, Jew-
ish rye — are delivered on Mondays and other week-
days about 4:30 a.m. with more loaves on the week-
end.

A young man walks in and orders a ham, tomato
and cheese sandwich and an ice coffee. “Here or to
go?” He takes his sandwich to a table by the win-
dow. It is 11:15 a.m., and the orders are shifting from
breakfast to lunch. The favorite sandwich is the roast
chicken with avocado and for breakfast the almond
croissant and spinach-feta croissant.

“My favorite thing; oh, I forgot. There are too many
good things. I know. My own personal favorite is the
chocolate croissant. But I only eat one a week or I’d
be ...” She opens her arms wide. Flores says now is a
little slower between the morning rush and the lunch
crowd.

Flores points to a large table in the corner. Every
morning at about 6:40 a.m. a senior couple comes
in, orders two sesame toasted bagels, a decaf and
regular coffee and sits at the table. A little later their
friends arrive to fill up the table. “When they no come
in, we miss them [and] ask what happened the next
day.” She said, “At about 8:30 a.m.another regular
comes in, orders two lattes and two almond crois-
sants. She delivers one to her husband waiting in
the car on their way to work in D.C.”

The phone rings, and Flores takes an order from
an office for 24 assorted pastries and muffins and 24

coffees. She says sometimes a person will call before
rush hour and order a breakfast sandwich and say
they will be there in 5 minutes to pick it up.

When Flores isn’t waiting on customers, she is tak-
ing orders on the phone or making soup. Flores’ spe-
cial favorite is chicken-barley soup. “I make it my-
self by starting with a fresh chicken and cooking for
1-2 hours to get the good broth. “ She says her mother
made chicken soup, but in her home country of Hon-
duras it was different, with lots of vegetables. “I like
it this job because I watched my mother cooking. I
watched everything she did.”

Flores came to America when she was a young girl
in 1988. She has been here since, working in a di-
etary kitchen at a nursing home and then for the
Firehook Bakery in Washington D.C. She moved to
their location on Washington Street in Alexandria
seven years ago. A steady line of customers heads
for the order counter. “A spinach-feta croissant?
Would you like it warmed a little? That will be $2.75
plus tax. “ And another of Flores famous smiles. A
customer volunteers that this is the friendliest place
in town.

Behind the Counter with a Smile
Serving breakfast and
lunch at Firehook Bakery.

Suyapa Flores reaches past the elephant
ears and the tiny chocolate pies for an
almond croissant in the bakery case.

Suyapa Flores gets an apple scone for a
regular customer who stops in at Firehook
Bakery every day at the same time. She
works at the bakery from 6:30 a.m. to 3
p.m. with a smile for each customer.

Suyapa Flores makes an expresso to ac-
company the chicken salad sandwich, one
of the favorites at the Firehook Bakery on
Washington Street in Alexandria.

People

At Work

“

H
abitat for Humanity of
Northern Virginia’s
ReStore Alexandria

(www.restorenova.org) has relo-
cated to the west end of the City
of Alexandria. When Alexandria
businesses and individuals donate
home improvement and other
items, shoppers can buy them at
steep discounts. ReStore Alexan-
dria repurposes goods, keeps re-
usable items out of landfills and
offers the public up to 90 percent
off retail prices, which provides a
stream of funding to support Habi-
tat for Humanity of Northern Vir-

ginia (Habitat NOVA). ReStore Al-
exandria will be hosting a brief rib-
bon-cutting ceremony at the new
store on Friday, Sept. 19, at 10:30
a.m. Participants and attendees
will include local leaders, such as
John T. Long III, President & CEO,
Alexandria Chamber of Commerce
and the Rev. Jon Smoot, executive
director of Habitat NOVA, as well
as candidates for Virginia’s 8th
Congressional District. The grand
opening celebration will continue
on Saturday, Sept. 20, with snacks,
prizes and fun activities from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Ribbon-cutting for New ReStore
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Remembered
Six Alexandrians — USA SSG Douglas Randolph
Blodgett, USAF Maj Joseph Davies, USAF Maj Morgan
Donahue, USA 1LT Leland McCants, USA CPT
Humbert Roque Versace and USN Seaman Apprentice
(SA) John A. Winkler — will be recognized Friday,
Sept. 19, at the National POW/MIA Recognition Day
ceremony at the Pentagon. This annual event honors
prisoners of war and those still missing and their
families. All six servicemen went missing while
serving in the Vietnam War, their names are en-
graved in the benches at the Rocky Versace Memorial
Plaza at the Mount Vernon Community Center.
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Excessive
City Debt
To the Editor:

On Sept. 4 the Planning Com-
mission affirmed that the city’s
property acquisitions and transfers
are consistent with the City of
Alexandria’s Master Plan pursuant
to the City Charter. While no
shocker that the city is conform-
ing with its bureaucratic rules, it
is surprising that we have arrived

at this juncture. For
years the city focused
on a continuous
walkway along the

waterfront. That was the topic of
the many community meetings. A
continuous walkway was offered
by ODBC and could have been
obtained for a mere fraction of the
5 million in taxpayer dollars the
city has now committed to pay for
the ODBC club house. But this City
Council heavy-handedly pursued
in secret negotiations over a 90-
day period a deal that now costs
the taxpayers millions. For what?
To have yet another park? To have
an ice skating rink that will be us-
able for a few months out of the
year with high maintenance costs?
Who in the community agreed to
that? And along the way they gave
away one of the crown jewels of
the waterfront, the A/B pier in
front of the Torpedo Factory. What
the city residents were originally
told was going to be a walkway
has now morphed into another
city debt that it can not afford and
we as residents will have to pay.

Dave Beck
Alexandria

Referendum
For Projects
To the Editor:

Is fiscal restraint something the
representatives we sent to City
Council can achieve on their own?
After reading in the Gazette Packet

about their many ambitions; about
their latest public palace, Jefferson
Houston middle school, and about
their glee that a continuous wa-
terfront is now within spitting dis-
tance, I can’t but wonder who is
in charge: them or us?

The latest middle school build-
ing cost $45 million; the water-
front property acquisitions cost $8
million, so far. Add these hefty
sums to the millions spent to con-
struct the Police Palace, the city
high school and to operate a per-
petual money-losing transporta-
tion system of bikes and buses,
before you know it, we’re talking
real money.

Since it’s not their money, you
would think our City Council
would be ultra-cautious about
spending any beyond maintaining
existing infrastructure and paying
city employee salaries. Nope. In-
stead, year after year, they’ve
saddled taxpayers with supra-nice
projects costing millions and mil-
lions of dollars, and all paid by
borrowed money, a debt made
more costly because it has to be
repaid with interest.

Where are these council mem-
bers getting their guidance to
spend these enormous sums of
money? Did the public decide that
a continuous waterfront was nec-
essary? Did the public decide that
building one of the most expen-
sive middle schools ever built in
America is going to make its stu-
dents smarter? Or that the police
department needed a palace? Or
another metro stop is essential?
On the other hand, maybe the tax-
payers don’t care.

But the question can be easily
answered. The simple, very demo-
cratic solution is to poll public ap-
petite and demand for costly
projects. Do this by putting a lid
on what the City Council can
spend for any new project. Say $15
million. For example, if our coun-
cil members have a vision to cre-
ate a waterfront paved with gold
the projected cost of which ex-
ceeds $15 million, then they could

Letters

commit this money only after a
public referendum approved the
project.

Surely, the democratically-
elected, all-Democratic Party City
Council members would welcome
having the public they serve giv-
ing them the spending guidance
they need? Without any, they are
going to keep using the same tac-
tic all politicians use to stay in of-
fice: Spend your future money for
your current vote.

Jimm Roberts
Alexandria

Council’s
Priorities
To the Editor:

At Saturday’s council meeting,
(Sept. 13) several Alexandria po-
lice officers spoke about the need
for an increase in their salaries and
fortunately, one police officer men-
tioned the high pay City Manager
Young just received without stat-
ing how much. Mr. Young’s salary,
approved by Mayor Euille and all
members of the council brings Mr.
Young’s pay up to $266,300 along
with a one-time bonus of $9,100.
In 2012, City Manager Young was
earning $247,449. It is clear where
our elected officials priorities are.
One of the major responsibilities
of city government is public safety.
However, you would not know
that in Alexandria as our elected
leaders continually overlook the
men and women who protect us
and are always on the firing line.

This cannot be said for the City
Manager Young nor any member
of his staff that he has hired and
those assistant city staff members
that continue to work in the city
manager’s office, doing what, we
don’t know. However, their sala-
ries have increased to about
$165,000+ a year. Clearly we have
the “peter principal” at work at city
hall and with our elected officials.

In response to the police depart-
ment officers’ request for an in-
crease in pay, Mayor Euille and
Councilwoman Pepper gave the
usual, tired and worn-out talking
points they have been using for
years as it relates to increase pay
for our police officers. Perhaps its
time for these two long-time
elected officials to find other work
along with the majority of our
council wherein there appears to
be a complete lack of leadership
and a continued focus on being re-
elected.

When talking about the Alexan-
dria Police Department, let me re-
mind you that within the course
of two days, they arrested the 16-
year-old kid who was charged in
the rape a young woman on S.
Reynolds Street along with the
arrest of Dawit Seyeoum who was
charged in the murder of Carolyn
Cross at her apartment in Semi-
nary Towers. And finally, after
much time and investigation, the
Alexandria Police Dept. and other
law enforcement agencies have
charged Charles Severance with
the murders of Nancy Dunning,
Ruth Anne Lodato and Ron Kirby.
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SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

MAYAN MYSTIQUE CRUISE,  Jan. 6 – 16.............................................................................$2599
Oceania Cruise Lines “Regatta”, 10 Nights Visiting Guatemala, Belize, Honduras, Mexico, Key
West, Cayman. Air from Dulles & many other USA Cities. All Meals, Entertainment, Taxes &
Gratuities!

CUBA!,   April 5-13......................................................................................................................$4949
Includes Air from Washington, 8 Nights Accommodations. All meals Except One,
Transfers/Porterage, Sightseeing, VISA Fee & Insurance.

CHRISTMAS CRUISE FROM BALTIMORE Dec. 19 – 27.......................................$769 plus tax
8-Nights Bahamas Cruise on RCCL’s “Grandeur of the Seas” with all Meals & Entertainment.
Transfers from Vienna to Baltimore Pier will be available.

Celebrating
our 50th

Year!

See Alexandria Fights,  Page 20

By Ted Pulliam

This is the 11th of a series of articles telling how Alexandrians
were affected 200 years ago by the War of 1812. For earlier
articles in this series, go to alexandriagazette.com.

O
n Sept. 2, 1814, General Robert Young and
the infantry part of his brigade of
Alexandrians arrived on Belvoir Neck, 12

miles south of Alexandria, at an area called White
House Landing. The Alexandria Artillery, which
moved slower, would arrive the next day.

There on the edge of a 40-foot high bluff over-
looking the river, the Americans under the overall
command of navy Captain David Porter had estab-
lished a battery of cannons protected by infantry,
about 2,000 men altogether. Their goal was to de-
stroy the British warships as they sailed back down
the Potomac River from Alexandria.

On the other hand, the British were determined to
destroy the battery. The British sailed five ships, in-
cluding two bomb ships and a rocket ship, in posi-
tions to launch a bombardment. For three days these
warships fired their cannon balls, bombshells, and
rockets almost continuously day and night.

A bomb ship carried a squat four-ton mortar that
fired a shell that flew in a high arc and could be set
to explode on the ground or in mid-air. The rocket
ship fired Congreve rockets, projectiles about three-
and-a-half feet long that soared up into the air like
skyrockets “ hissing and roaring, trailing flame and

smoke . . . and exploded with a thunderous clap,
showering shards of metal, ” wrote historian Steve
Vogel. (Later in Baltimore harbor these same ships
sent “bombs bursting in air” and produced “the
rocket’s red glare.”)

When Young’s Alexandrians arrived, they were as-
signed a position behind the American battery Por-
ter had established. Here they were available to pro-
tect the battery if the British launched a land attack.
They still, however, were within range of the British
weapons.

Among them was 24-year-old Private Richard
Cranch Norton. Norton, a great nephew of Abigail
and John Adams, recently had moved to Alexandria
from Massachusetts to practice law. Norton later re-
corded in his journal that “Until [the battle], I never
knew what it was to hear the whistling of cannon
balls, shells, etc. At first it was not very agreeable
music to a new soldier like myself, but custom soon
makes everything familiar to us.”

On the 3rd, Captain Greenberry Griffith, the 27-
year-old Alexandria silversmith, arrived in camp with
his Alexandria Artillery and its 6- and 12-pound can-
nons. Porter immediately ordered him into action
with the battery already in place, bringing the num-
ber of effective cannons on the bluff to 13.

The next day, Sept. 4, the British rocket ship moved
closer to shore. In response, Captain Porter ordered
some of his sailors with a 12-pound cannon and
Griffith with Alexandria’s two 6-pounders to a point
close to the ship.

History

Alexandria Fights Back
September 1814
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

www.cravensnursery.com
Visit our new Web site:

➠

Follow
us:
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Opinion

By Chris Wright

Attorney at Law

Vogelman, Turner & Wright, PC

I
 attended law school later in life than
most. By the time I went to law school
I was married and had two children. It

came as a shock, therefore, to my trust and
estates professor that I did not have the
proper documents in place to protect my
family if I died or became incapacitated: a
Will, a Durable Power of Attorney, or an
Advance Medical Directive. Over the course
of the semester, my professor kept asking
me, “Chris, did you get your documents pre-

pared yet?” Of course, I
kept saying, “No, but it’s
on my to-do list.” My pro-
fessor, being a Catholic
priest, said, “Chris, the
road to hell is paved with
good intentions.” Finally,

after about five more of these conversations,
I made an appointment with an attorney
and had these documents prepared for both
me and my wife.

Now, after practicing law as an estate
planning attorney, I see firsthand the results
of procrastination. As our families grow and
we get older, it is crucial that we have plans
in place for property transfers, end of life
decisions, and potential incapacity. We’ve

all heard the cliché, “he
who fails to plan, plans
to fail.” Planning for the
future is rarely conve-
nient, and a little un-
comfortable, but it is
usually extremely im-
portant. Having a Last
Will and Testament, a
Durable Power of Attor-

ney, and an Advance Medical Directives are
tools that every person should use to build
their life plan.

On Oct. 18, from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.,
Senior Services of Alexandria and the Alex-
andria Bar Association will host the fourth
annual Senior Law Day event at First Bap-
tist Church, 2932 King Street, Alexandria.
This free event is open to the public. Come
hear local experts, including attorneys and
financial advisors, discuss having these
documents in place during your life and
how each document is a different “tool” in
the box. It is never too late (nor too early)
to start thinking about getting your plan
taken care of, and this is a great opportu-
nity to receive valuable information.

To register for Senior Law Day online, go
to www.seniorservicesalex.org or call Senior
Services at 703-836-4414, ext 10. A light
breakfast will be served and there is ample
parking.

Estate Planning: Tools for Life

Wright

Senior

Services of

Alexandria
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See The Long Road,  Page 13

Opinion

By Harry M.

Covert

I
n eight days the be-
ginning of the end
could get under

way to conclude years
of searching for the al-
leged killer of three re-
spected and loved
Alexandrians.

On Thursday, Sept. 25, a circuit court
judge especially to be appointed by the Vir-
ginia Supreme Court will set the beginning
of the murder trial of Charles R. Severance.

For some unknown reason from Alexan-
dria prosecutors Severance
will avoid any capital punish-
ment if found guilty. The of-
fice of Commonwealth’s At-
torney Bryan Porter notified

Virginia’s highest court this would not be a
death penalty matter. He has also told the
media not to contact his office about the
case.

Legal authorities appeared scratching
their heads at this maneuver. Chief Circuit
Court Judge Lisa Kemler, Judge Nolan
Dawkins and Judge James C. Clark all re-
cused themselves from the case. The
recusals are certainly proper. One of the
victims is sister to a retired General District

Court chief judge.
For the record:
❖ Nancy Dunning, wife of then Sheriff

Jim Dunning, was shot and killed 10 years,
nine months and 20 days ago, on Dec. 5,
2003.

❖ Ronald Kirby, a distinguished gov-
ernment planner, was murdered in his
home, 318 days, 10 months and 40 days
ago, on Nov. 11, 2013.

❖ Ruthanne Lodato, beloved music
teacher, died in the hospital after being shot
231 days, 7 months and 19 days ago, on
Feb. 6, this year.

It will have been 195 days ago when Sev-
erance was arrested in West Virginia on gun
charge warrants from Loudoun County, Va.
The FBI presented the warrants to Wheel-
ing, W.Va. authorities. The story then broke.
He may be a suspected murderer in Alex-
andria.

Since that day Alexandria authorities
have thrown up red herrings everywhere,
all to avoid telling the public and the me-
dia the facts regarding Severance’s involve-
ment. It was a nice ploy of course as police
and prosecutors managed to get Loudoun
County to drop the gun charges. The court
accommodated the locals, and, on Sept. 8,
Severance was directly indicted by a grand
jury on the murder charges.

Finally a Day in Court

Covert

Matters

Letters

From Page 8

I’d say in this small provincial
town of Alexandria, our police of-
ficers are doing a good job.

In the words of Thomas
Jefferson, “When people fear gov-
ernment, that is tyranny. When
government fears the people, that
is liberty.” It is time to stop with
the excuses from Mayor Euille and
all members of the council and
stop rewarding the city manager
and his staff who sit in their of-
fices all day, making up programs/
paperwork to validate their jobs
and start paying our Alexandria
police officers who put themselves
on the line every day.

Annabelle Fisher
Alexandria

www.connectionnewspapers.com

Build Your
Community

Support Your
Local Businesses.
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Opinion

The Long Road to Finality
From Page 12

There is nothing untoward in direct in-
dictments, just cuts out a preliminary hear-
ing in the General District Court and keeps
the facts close to the vests.

For people of Alexandria who have been
a bit nervous about their neighborhood
safety, the coming trial of Severance is good.

Imagine the angst of the three families,
how their lives are linked for perpetuity.
Imagine former Sheriff Jim Dunning, who
retired, and went to his grave with a cloud
over his head. The Dunning children have
had to get on with their lives.

The Kirby family of course has the same
sadness.

As do Ruthanne Lodato’s family, former
students and many friends.

Now, the Severance family suffers too.
Alexandria’s Christopher Leibig is one of

the most respected attorneys and is repre-
senting Severance. His team includes an-
other energetic local law firm. No easy task.
But, don’t forget, and it’s hard to overlook,
that everyone is innocent until proved
guilty.

The manner in which investigators and
prosecutors avoided releasing information
leaves a lot to be desired. This is a serious

matter. These officials not only were deter-
mined not to make any facts unavailable,
the families were left in the dark, too. With-
out question finding evidence, arresting
murderers and trying for successful trials
are individually difficult.

Lots of theories have abounded regard-
ing the triple murders. It took a long time
for the police to acknowledge the relation-
ship of each homicide. This gave serious rise
that investigators were indeed without
clues.

Severance is now ensconced in the Will-
iam G. Truesdale Adult Detention Center.
He will remain in the Sheriff’s Office facil-
ity until the 10 counts are adjudicated. This
will take some time for sure. Without a
doubt, the sitting circuit judge, whoever it
may be, will have to make some rulings on
the mental health of the accused. This is
probably another good reason the prosecu-
tors aren’t seeking capital punishment.

The long road to finality begins at 10 a.m.,
Thursday, Sept. 25, Alexandria Circuit Court
Commonwealth’s Day. Then the facts will
finally be made public.

In full transparency, I retired as public informa-
tion officer for the Sheriff’s Office in 2011.
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Entertainment
Email announcements to gazette@

connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
Doggy Happy Hours. 5-8 p.m. at

Jackson 20 and Hotel Monaco
Alexandria, 480 King St. Thursdays
during the summer. Free, drinks sold
separately. Treats and water for dogs,
with pet boutique and service
vendors. Portions of proceeds benefit
People. Animals. Love. Visit
www.Monaco-Alexandria.com/
alexandria-hotel/doggy-happy-
hour.html.

Art Exhibit. Through Sept. 21 at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street.
“Influence and Inspiration: The Art
League Faculty Celebrates 60 Years.”
Exhibit showcases Washington Color
School Artists to present League
faculty. Reception Sunday, Sept. 7
from 4-6 p.m. Exhibit open
Thursdays and Fridays noon-4 p.m.,
Saturdays 1-4 p.m., Sundays noon-4
p.m., and closed Mondays-
Wednesdays. Visit
www.theartleague.org/content/
influence_inspiration or call 703-683-
1780 for more.

\Influence and Inspiration in
Alexandria Exhibition. Open
through Sept. 21. Thursday, Friday
and Sunday noon-4 p.m. Saturdays
from 1-4 p.m. The Athenaeum, 201
Prince Street, Alexandria. Influence
and Inspiration in Alexandria:
Highlights from Art League’s Finest
Teaching Faculty Over 60 Years. Call
703 548 0035 or visit www.nvfaa.org
for more.

Alexandra Banned Books Week.
Through Saturday, Sept. 27 at Kate
Waller Barrett Branch Library, 717
Queen St. Banned Books Quiz and
Giveaway. Free. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us for more.

“Metamorphosis” Juried Art
Exhibit. Runs Friday, Oct. 3 through
Sunday, Nov. 2, Thursday noon-6
p.m., Friday and Saturday noon-9
p.m., Sunday noon-6 p.m. Reception
Friday, Oct. 3, 7-9 p.m. Del Ray
Artisans Gallery.Transformative art
embodying ’change’. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

Art Display. Through Oct. 5 at
Margaret W. and Joseph L. Fisher Art
Gallery,Northern Virginia Community
College. Electronic Aesthetics by
sculptor Eric Celarier and painter
Glen Kessler will be on display, and
viewing is free and open to the
public. Open Friday-Sunday 10 a.m.-
4 p.m.

Exhibition of New York. Through
Oct. 12 at 105 N Union St. studio
312. View work by French
impressionist Danny Conant and
Shadow Series by E. E. McCollum.
Open daily 11 a.m.-5 p.m and
Thursdays 2-9 p.m. Call 703-683-
2205 for more.

Hacking Objects of Desire. Through
Oct.19 in the Target Gallery.
Norwegian Sámi artists Joar Nango,
Silje Figenschou Thoresen,and
Sigbjørn Skåden examine pertinent
questions about commercialism and
globalism.

Saving Mount Vernon. Saturdays and
Sundays through Oct. 26. 3:30 p.m.
at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. Visit the rarely
seen basement and wander the
historic area to learn the heroics of
the estates caretakers. $5 in addition
to estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ for more.

Through My Eyes. Saturdays and
Sundays through Oct. 26. 1:30 p.m.
at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. Join people from

Washington’s world as they go about
their daily activities, making several
stops along the way. $5 in addition
to estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ for more.

Art Exhibit. Through Oct. 26 at the
Vola Lawson Animal Shelter, 101
Eisenhower Ave. “All Creatures Great
and Small” is an animal themed,
fundraising exhibit. Both nonprofit
organizations receive a percentage of
each sale. Monday-Thursday, noon-7
p.m. and Saturday-Sunday, noon-5
p.m. Visit TheDelRayArtisans.org/
AWLA for more.

National Treasure Tour. Through
Oct. 31. 1-3 p.m. at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon, 3200
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway. A
tour dedicated to the behind the
scenes filming of “National Treasure
2: Book of Secrets.” $5 in addition to
estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ for more.

Art Exhibit. Through Oct. 31 at at
Prudential PenFed Realty, 300 N
Washington St., Suite 100 The
artwork of Wendy Band, Sharon Frey
and Linda Lowery in the small group
show: “Three Artists, Three Visions”
will be displayed. Monday-Friday, 9
a.m.-5 p.m. Vist
TheDelRayArtisans.org/
PrudentialPenFed for more.

New Exhibit. Mount Vernon invites
visitors to explore George
Washington’s design for the grounds
of his estate, through a new
exhibition, “Gardens & Groves:
George Washington’s Landscape” at
Mount Vernon through Jan. 12,
2016. Gardens & Groves is the first
museum exhibition to focus
specifically on Washington’s
landmark achievements as a
landscape designer combining rarely-
seen original documents, artwork,
and books with period garden tools,
landscape photography, and a scale
model of the Mount Vernon estate.
Included in admission $18/adult;
$17/senior citizen; $9/child age 6-
11; children under 5 are free. Visit
www.mountvernon.org for more.

Alexandria Cars & Coffee invites car
enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Owners of classic cars, hot rods,
exotic cars, motorcycles and more
meet to share car stories and drink
coffee. Group meets the first Sunday
of every month. 8:30-11 a.m.

Fifty Years of Collecting. Tuesday-
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sundays
noon to 5 p.m. Fort Ward Museum
4301 West Braddock Road. An
anniversary exhibit of objects from
the Fort Ward collection. Free. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-746-
4848.

Dinner for the Washingtons. Noon
at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. A walking tour
that goes behind the scenes to find
out how food was prepared and
served before the era of microwaves
and TV dinners. $5 in addition to
estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ for more.

Second Thursday Music.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. 7 pm.
Second Thursday of every month.
Visit nvfaa.org to view concert
calendar and listen to upcoming
Second Thursday Music artists.

Art Exhibition. through Jan 2. at 1717
King St. and 300 S. Washington St.
BB&T Bank is proud to host an
exhibition of portraits of African
American and women Living Legends
of Alexandria at its Old Town
branches.Monday- Thursday 9 a.m- 5
p.m. and Fridays 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Visit
www.AlexandriaLegends.com.

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Creating and Portraying a Living

History Character. This four-part

workshop taught by an experienced
first-person interpreter will
demonstrate how to research and
develop a first-person character,
select appropriate period clothes,
offer practice sessions in character,
and provide an opportunity (and
goal) to step out onto the “stage”
during Gadsby’s Tavern Museum’s
2014 Candlelight Tour Program.
Meant for beginners, participation in
all four classes is recommended.
Classes are held at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 N. Royal Street 2-4
p.m. on Sundays, Oct. 5, Nov. 2, and
Dec. 7. Cost is $40 for the series, $12
per class as space allows; tickets must
be purchased in advance either
through the online shop at http://
shop.alexandriava.gov or by calling
703-746-4242. Visit
www.gadsbystavern.org for more.

Sewing Classes. Introduction to
Machine Sewing for Kids —
Thursday, Sept. 25, 4:15-5:45 p.m.
and Saturday, Sept. 27, 10-11:30
a.m.; Sewn Collage for Kids —
Thursdays through Oct.23, 4:15-5:45
p.m. or Saturdays through Oct. 25,
10-11:30 a.m.; Sewn 3-D Creations
for Kids — Thursdays, Nov. 6-20 or
Saturdays, Nov. 8-22, 10-11:30 a.m.
Visit www.artatthecenter.org/
registration-fall2014.htm to register.

Photography Workshop. 10:30 a.m.-
noon at Multiple Exposures Gallery
on 105 N. Union St. Photographers
and enthusiasts of all skill levels are
invited to share work, ideas, and
questions at this free workshop held
on the last Sunday of each month,
except December. No reservations.
Call 703-683-2205.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Just drop-in for the
session and bring your supplies to
draw or paint our live models. Fee
ranges from $8-$12. All skill levels
are welcome. Del Ray Artisans is
located at 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for
a schedule.

THROUGH NOV. 21
Young at Art. Durant Arts Center,

1605 Cameron St. An exhibit for
artists who are 55 or older. Free. Call
703-836-4414 or 703-824-1345 for
more.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 2-SUNDAY/OCT. 12
Photography Exhibit. Opening

Reception on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2-4
p.m. Gallery Hours 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
daily and 2-9 p.m. on Thursdays at
Multiple Exposures Gallery, Torpedo
Factory Art Center #312, 105 N.
Union St. E.E. McCollum will be
showing images from his “Shadow
Series” and Danny Conant will be
showing “French Impressions.” Visit
www.dannyconant.com or
www.eemccollum.com for more.

THURSDAY-SATURDAY/SEPT. 4-27
Banned Books Exchange. At the

Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Drop off a book that has been banned or

challenged. Let’s keep banned books
circulating — it’s a great way to fight
censorship. Take a book — read what
they don’t want you to read. Not sure
what books have been banned? Visit
www.ala.org/bbooks/
bannedbooksweek. free and open to
the public. Call 703-548-0035 or visit
www.nvfaa.org.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/SEPT. 5-OCT. 5
Electronic Athletics. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Opening reception is Sept. 6, 4-6
p.m. Schlesinger Center, Margaret W.
& Joseph L. Fisher Gallery, 4915 East
Campus Lane. Exhibit of artwork by
Eric Celarier and Glen Kessler. Free.
Visit https://www.nvcc.edu/
schlesingercenter/calendar.html.

Live Music. 7:30 p.m. at the
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Euge Groove performs live. $39.50.
Visit www.birchmere.com or
www.eugegroove.com.

SEPT. 9-OCT. 14
Art Gallery. 10 a.m.-5 p.m at Studio

18 of the Torpedo Factory, 105 N
Union St. In “Architectural
Interpretation,” artists create fiber art
inspired by architecture. Free. Visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com.

SATURDAY-WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 13-24
Senior Olympics. 19 locations.

Participants must be 50 years old by
Dec. 30, 2014. Deadline to register is
Aug. 29 by mail, and Sept. 5 online.
Registration is $12, additional fees
may apply. To find a location and
register, visit a local senior center, or
visit www.nvso.us.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY/SEPT.18-20
Scavenger Hunt.Visit all of the Old

Town Boutique District stores and get
your passport stamped to receive
your goodies and a chance to win big
prizes. Vist www.oldtownboutique
district.com for more.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 18
Patriot Day Golf Classic. 9 a.m.-5

p.m. at Belle Haven Country Club,
6023 Fort Hunt Road. Proceeds
benefit Fort Belvoir Wounded
Warrior Program and Camp Freedom
Ranch. Contact 703-329-1448 for
more.

Ford Evening Book Talks. 7 p.m. at
George Washington’s Mount Vernon,
3200 Mount Vernon Ave. A book talk
that features authors and historians
discussing their latest books about
George Washington and the nation’s
founding era. Space is limited and
registration is required. Free and
open to the public. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ for more.

Live Music. 7:30 p.m. at the
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Gary Puckett & the Union Gap
performs live. $35. Visit

Port City Playhouse Presents ”Black Hole”
“Black Hole,” Port City Playhouse’s drama about family relationships, written by
local playwright Jean Koppen, continues its run at the Convergence Lab theatre,
1819 N. Quaker Lane, Alexandria, VA, 22302. Performances are at 8 p.m., Friday-
Saturday, September 19-20 and 26-27, and Tuesday, September 23; and 2 p.m.,
Saturday, September 20 and 27. Reservations at www.portcityplayhouse.org.
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Summer Specials

127 N. Washington St., Alexandria • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

The Finest Country French
Cuisine in Old Town for 30 Years.

Old Town

Celebrating 31 Years

• Cold Soup Trio
• Fresh Jumbo

Soft Shell Crabs
• Stuffed Avocado

 with Crabmeat
 • Cold Salmon Platter

 • Coq au Vin
 • Frog Legs

Sunday, Monday and Tuesday
Two Entrées with a

Bottle of Wine

Sunday, Monday and Tuesday
Two Entrées with a

Bottle of Wine

Sunday, Monday and Tuesday
Two Entrées with a

Bottle of Wine

Daily Special
Whole Maine Lobster

Daily Special
Whole Maine Lobster

Daily Special
Whole Maine Lobster

$17.95

235 Swamp Fox Road, Alexandria, VA • 703-329-1010
Open M-F 8:00 am–10:00 pm; Sat & Sun 9:30 am–10:30 pm

 Across from Eisenhower Metro and the AMC Movie Theater

Fine French Bistro with Affordable PricesFine French Bistro with Affordable PricesFine French Bistro with Affordable Prices

$34.00

From the Founder of Au Pied de CochonFrom the Founder of Au Pied de CochonFrom the Founder of Au Pied de CochonAu Pied de CochonAu Pied de CochonAu Pied de Cochon

Exp. 10/31/14

Restaurant
Français

and
Bar

�
10 East Glebe Road

Alexandria, Virginia 22305
Chezandree.com

703.836.1404

Open for Brunch &
Dinner on Sundays

Monday & Tuesday
Nites! Dinner for 2
and a bottle of wine
for $39.95 (2 course)

Group rates
& private room

Celebrating
50 years!

�

�

�

Entertainment

By Carolyn Griffin

MetroStage, Producing Artistic Director

T
hirty years and counting and the Bradshaw
sistahs are returning to our stage to help us
celebrate with our production of “Three

Sistahs. Three powerhouse singers –two are Helen
Hayes Award-winning actors, the third a newcomer
just off a national tour. Original music that covers
many genres, portraying beautiful harmonies and
emotions showcase the music of the very original

Helen Hayes Award-winning composer
William Hubbard.

“Three Sistahs” features Bernardine
Mitchell, who won the Helen Hayes
Award when she channeled Mahalia

Jackson on our stage; Roz White, with a Helen Hayes
Award and multiple nominations, who has been seen
at MetroStage in many acclaimed productions, in-
cluding “Gee’s Bend” where she was nominated for a
Helen Hayes Award for Lead Actress; and the very
gifted Ashley Ware Jenkins, who has joined the ranks
of the professional actor, earning her Equity card with
this production. It is a musical written and directed
by Atlanta based Thomas W. Jones II, an Artistic As-
sociate here at MetroStage, who has brought so many
of his original pieces to our stage over the past 12
years. And, as always, William Knowles, composer,
arranger, pianist, conductor will be leading our mu-
sicians as they fill the house with Hubbard’s music.

“Three Sistahs,” which takes place in Washington,
D.C., in 1969, addresses universal issues confront-
ing family, parent and sibling relationships and con-
tinues to be remarkably timely. The sistahs have re-

turned to the family home for the funeral of their
brother, a casualty of the Vietnam War. Sadly today
we are still dealing with war casualties and cities
burning in response to racial issues. And the inevi-
table challenges of growing up and navigating the
dangerous waters of life continue.

MetroStage was founded in 1984 as American
Showcase Theatre Company by Jill Kamp and has
been “trading as” MetroStage since the early ’90s,
“showcasing” artists, original work and music, the
foundation of what we do. We are committed to
bringing work to our audiences that will enrich their
lives, touch their hearts and entertain their souls.
For 30 years our mission has been to bring the most
gifted artists to our stage and give patrons an expe-
rience that will make them think, feel, and contem-
plate life and its many challenges. As long as they
are still talking about the production the next morn-
ing, we have done our job.

The Sistahs Are Back on Stage

Roz White, Bernardine Mitchell and
Ashley Ware Jenkins star in MetroStage’s
“Three Sistahs.”

Notes

from the

Producer
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Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street • 703-683-0496

www.thelittletheatre.com

September 13–28,
2014

A Pulitzer Prize-
Winning American

Masterpiece by
Tennessee Williams

L I M I T E D  E N G A G E M E N T

JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES
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JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES

JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES

Jacki Sorensen's Aerobic Dance
Classes at Lee Center,

1108 Jefferson Street 22314
Fall Session Openings Available Now!

Mondays/Wednesdays 10:15 am & 6:30 pm

Register online at
alexandriava.gov › Recreation

For information,
Call: 202-657-1150
Email: JackisDC@gmail.com

Entertainment

www.birchmere.com or
www.garypuckettmusic.com.

FRIDAY/SEPT.19
Outdoor Movie Night. 8 p.m. at John

Carlyle Park, 300 John Carlyle St.
Free screening of the Lego Movie.
Free popcorn and water will be
available and guests may bring a
picnic dinner. Bring blankets or low
beach chairs to sit on. Contact 703-
746-5592 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation for
more.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/SEPT. 19-20
The Miracle League Games. Friday 6

p.m. and Saturday 1 p.m. at the
Kelley Cares Miracle Baseball Field
located at the Lee Center. This league
provides any young or adult with
mental or physical challenges with
the opportunity to play at their own
pace. Call 703-746-5402 or visit
www.miracleleagueofalexandria.com.

Live Music. 7:30 p.m. at the
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
The Wailin’ Jennys. $39.50. Visit
www.thewailinjennys.com or
www.birchmere.com or call 703-549-
7500.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 20
Art and Craft Fair. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at

St. James’ Episcopal Church of Mount
Vernon, 5614 Old Mill Road. The Art
and Craft Fair offers a wide variety of
art and crafts from a variety of local
and regional artists and vendors, plus
food and fun for the whole family.
Visit www.stjamesmv.org or call 703-
780-3081.

Historical Discussion. 10 a.m.-noon.
at Alexandria Archaeology Museum,

105 N. Union St. Jay Roberts will
discuss the visit Frederick Douglass
made to Alexandria on Sept. 24,
1894. Call 703-746-4399 for more.

Living Legends Theater Night at
MetroStage. 7 p.m. reception, 8
p.m. play, at MetroStage, 1201 N.
Royal St., in North Old Town. In
observation of the 50th anniversary
of the Civil Rights Act, the occasion
will honor those Living Legends of
Alexandria who played key roles in
fostering civil rights in Alexandria in
the ’60s. The play, “Three Sistahs” is
an elegant, intimate musical which
exposes the souls of three strong
women as they reflect the promise of
the future while revealing the pain of
the present and their regrets of the
past. $75 (tickets held at door).
Purchase tickets at
llatheatrenight.eventbrite.com.

Live Music: Slaid Cleaves. 7 p.m. at
St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church, 8531
Riverside Road, between Fort Hunt
Road and Route 1. Focus Music in
Mount Vernon presents Americana/
folk singer-songwriter Slaid Cleaves,
with Mary Gordon Hall. Tickets are
$20 general, $18 in advance at
www.focusmusic.org.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/SEPT. 20-21
Mount Vernon Marketplace. 9 a.m.-

5 p.m. 3200 Mount Vernon Memorial
Highway, Mount Vernon. Visit a
recreation of an early American
marketplace with crafts,
entertainment and more. Try your
hand at 18th century cricket and
enjoy evening programs. Children $9,
adults $18. Call 703-780-2000; 703-
799-8697 or visit
www.MountVernon.org for more.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 21
Jazz Concert. 4 p.m. at Meade

Memorial Episcopal Church, 322 N.
Alford St. Yvonne Johnson will be
perform for the Jazz at Meade
Concert Series. Johnson, local artist,
pianist, songwriter, was composing
music for local theatres by the age of
fifteen. Johnson will soon be
releasing her new project, “Malcolm’s
Set.” $15. Call 703-549-1334, email
jazzatmeade@meadechurch.org or
visit www.meadechurch.org for
more.

Bellydance Evolution. 7:30 p.m. at
The Birchmere, 3701 Mt Vernon Ave.
Step into the world of Alice in
Wonderland as Bellydance Evolution
brings this classic tale to life through
world fusion and Middle Eastern
dance. Tickets are $29.50 at
www.Ticketmaster.com or 800-745-
3000. Visit
www.BellydanceEvolution.com or
call 818-754-1760.

Alexandria Banned Books Week. 2
p.m. Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Dance in the Gallery: Abigail Wallace
Dance. ACW Dances will perform
dances that use selections of banned
books as the audio source. Free. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us for more.

MONDAY/SEPT. 22
Agenda:Alexandria at the

Hermitage. 6:30 p.m. The
Hermitage, 5000 Fairbanks Ave.”Arts
in Alexandria: The Torpedo Factory
and Beyond” with Randy Cohen, Vice
President, Americans for the Arts;
Matthew Stensrud, Chair, Alexandria
Commission for the Arts; and Eric
Wallner, Chief Executive Officer, The
Torpedo Factory Arts Center.
Reception, 6:30; dinner, 6:45 p.m.
Members $37, nonmembers $42.
Program only 7:15, free to members;
$5 for nonmembers. Reservations
required, call Sherry Brown at 703-
548-7089 or email

From Page 16
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Come out for cholesterol,
diabetes, lifeline

screenings, and more.

Visit our Vendors’
Representatives from:
AARP, American Heart
Association, American
Diabetic Association,
Life Line Screening,

Walgreens, and others.

703-679-8572

Samsung Galaxy Tab,

Gift C
ards, and

Autographed NFL

items. Plus, Free

 promotional gift

   bags for all.

Special thanks to

Entertainment

agendaalexandria@aol.com.
Burned and Buried: The Sordid

History of Books. Alexandria
Banned Books Week. 7 p.m.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street,
Alexandria. Learn about the origins
of the written word and how far back
it goes. Lecture by historian A. M.
Lauren Hammersen. Free. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us for more.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 24
Stop, Drop & Roll. 7 p.m. at Charles

Beatley Central Library, 5005 Duke
St. A performance project for two
groups in an opposing structure of
athletic-inspired movement. Free.
Email janefranklindance@gmail.com.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 25
Live Music. 7:30 p.m. in the Music

Hall at the Birchmere, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Tower of Power. $55.
Visit www.towerofpower.com or
www.Birchmere.com for more.

Banned Book Read-Out. 7 p.m.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. The
public is invited to read 5-7 minute
selections from banned or challenged
books. A discussion will follow. Email
admin@nvfaa.org to reserve a spot to
read. Free. www.alexandria.lib.va.us

THURSDAY-SUNDAY/SEPT.25-OCT.5
Arts on the Horizon. 10:30 a.m. The

Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Imagine a
theatrical world designed especially
for babies and young toddlers to
enjoy, inspired by the wonders of the
rainforest. Whistling flowers, a
clacking caterpillar, and brightly
colored umbrella birds await. Under
the Canopy is a 20-minute,
interactive, nonverbal show geared
for children 0-2 (and their 3-4 year

old pals). Performances are Sept. 25-
26, 28, and Oct. 1-3, 5. Tickets are
$5 for children and adults and can be
purchased online at
www.artsonthehorizon.org or at the
door on the day of the performance.
Call the box office at 703-967-0437.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 27
Community Health Fair. 9 a.m.-3

p.m. at Alfred Street Baptist Church,
301 S. Alfred St. Free Health
screenings available. Call 703-683-
2222 for more.

Costume Symposium. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,134
North Royal St. Speakers will explore
the influences on fashion in 1814, the
cut and construction of 1812 military
uniforms, the creation of race based
fashions in the new nation, and a
detailed look at one fashionable
wardrobe. Call 703-746-4242 or visit
www.gadsbystavern.org.

Historic Alexandria Homes
Tour.10 a.m.-3 p.m.The public can
step inside and get a glimpse of six
gorgeous homes and gardens in Old
Town Alexandria, all within walking
distance of one another. Contact 703-
746-3301 or visit www.thetwig.org/
homes-tour for more.

Community Festival. 11 a.m.- 3 p.m.
at Mount Vernon Hospital, 2501
Parkers Lane.A community festival,
will showcase the best schools,
businesses and community groups.
Vist www.mtvernon-leechamber.org.

Historical Tour. 1-4 p.m. at Historic
Huntley, 6918 Harrison Lane. Tour
this unfurnished villa built in 1825
for Thomas Francis Mason, a
grandson of George Mason. Call 703-
768-2525 or vist
www.historichuntley.org for more.

Library Survivor. 2-3:30 p.m.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Part of

Banned Book week, a game in which
to pretend the library is on fire and
the public has to decide which book
gets the last spot on the rescue truck.
Free. www.alexandria.lib.va.us

Live Music. 7:30 at the Birchmere,
3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Maysa
performs. $55.00. Visit
www.maysa.com or
www.birchmere.com for more.

Musical Performance. 8 p.m. at
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall.
“Dare to Embrace the World”
conducted by Kim Allen Kluge will
feature several symphony
performances. Call 703-548-0885.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 28
Beginner Christmas Cookie

Decorating. 10 a.m. at La Cuisine,
323 Cameron St. Learn how to
decorate, bake and ice cookies from
Katrina Tines. The cost of the class
and materials is $120. Visit
www.lacuisineus.com for more.

Autumn Open House. 1-4 p.m. at
Simpson Park Demonstration
Gardens, 400 East Monroe Ave.
Visitors are invited to drop by and
tour the demonstration gardens.
Native plants and plants for
pollinators will be featured, along
with light snacks and drinks flavored
with herbs from the scented garden.
Visit www.ext.vt.edu for more.

Crave Returns. 7-9:30 p.m. at
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105.N
Union St. This dinner will connect
innovators with enthusiasts and
supporters to fund new creative
community projects. Visit
torpedofactory.org/crave for more.

Live Music. 7:30 p.m. at the
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Ralph Stanley and the Clinch
Mountain Boys. $35. Visit
www.birchmere.com.
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To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm
(en Español); 6:30 pm

Weekday
& Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
followed by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First Friday
of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass en Español

Mass Schedule

History

Alexandria Fights Back – September 1814
From Page 9

Weapons used in the White House Landing Battle: Upper left — a Congreve rocket.
Upper right — a naval cannon being loaded then hauled forward for firing. Middle left
— a gun crew loading a small-caliber field gun (the crew is depicted dressed as Mary-
land militia but the Alexandria Artillery would have worn the same type of uniform,
possibly with different colored jackets). Middle right — tools used by gun crew. Lower
left — cannon balls, grapeshot, chain shot, and a cannon charge bag. Bottom right —
carronade and a cross-section of the tube of a loaded cannon.
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Porter later reported that the
enemy rocket ship “was much cut
up” by the American cannons.
“Scarcely a shot missed his hull,
and for one hour we drew to this
point, the fire of all the enemy’s
force . . . [T]he intrepidity of Cap-
tain Griffith of the Alexandria Ar-
tillery, his officers and men, merit
the highest eulogiums. [T]hey
fought their six-pounders until
their ammunition was expended
and coolly retired with their guns
when ordered to do so under a
shower of the enemy’s shot.” The
rocket ship soon pulled back to
repair damage to sails and rigging
and to commit to the depths of the
Potomac two of her seamen killed
in the action as her wounded cap-
tain looked on.

Later Captain Charles Napier,
captain of the H.M.S. Euryalus,
complained that the Americans
had loaded their cannons with “ev-
ery sort of devilment” such as
“nails, broken pokers, gun barrels
— everything that will do mis-
chief.” He groused, “A 24-lb shot
in the stomach is fine – we die he-
roically; but a brass candlestick for
stuffing, with a garnish of rusty
two penny nails, makes us die
ungenteely.”

That same day the first
Alexandrian was killed. He was a
small, “very sprightly” boy. The
boy’s mother, a widow in Alexan-
dria, had allowed him to accom-
pany an officer “who had greatly befriended
her.” The boy was running after a spent can-
non ball when another ball flew through
the air, struck him, and killed him.

On Sept. 5, all eight of the British war-
ships and the 21 captured merchant ves-
sels loaded with Alexandria goods were
assembled for an attempt to pass the bat-
tery. Around noon, led by two frigates,
H.M.S. Seahorse with 38 guns and H.M. S.
Euryalus with 36, they got under way. The
frigates had cut away the upper part of their
portholes to elevate their cannons suffi-

ciently to fire effectively on the battery on
the high bluff. They anchored close to the
shore and began to fire their cannons con-
tinuously with round and grapeshot.

The other warships and prizes followed
them. Captain Porter later reported that all
the British warships were “pouring into the
battery and neighboring woods a tremen-
dous fire of every description of missiles.”

General Young had detached some of his
men to join a unit from Essex County, Vir-
ginia, positioned to the right of the battery.
From there the Alexandrians and the other

militiamen poured “well-directed fire on the
Enemy’s deck,” Porter later wrote.

Alexandrians now were in the middle of
the enemy bombardment. Cannonballs
from the ships screamed overhead. “The
crashing in the woods with which the shore
in this place is covered, was prodigious,”
Private Norton later recorded. “Large trees
were cut down in numerous instances . . .
and the limbs and splinters fell in every di-
rection.” Nearby, gunnery officers yelled
“Fire,” American cannons crashed, and
muskets cracked. Powder smoke drifted

among the Alexandria men and
into their eyes. Sweat streamed
down their faces.

Finally, the British barrage from
its eight ships became so destruc-
tive that most of the outgunned
American cannons were disabled.
(A broadside from just one British
frigate was 18 cannons. The
Americans’ cannons totaled only
13.) Porter ordered a retreat, and
the British ships ceased firing. By
2:50 p.m., almost three hours af-
ter their bombardment began, all
British ships had passed the bat-
tery.

The British had seven killed and
35 wounded. The Americans lost
11 killed and 17 or 18 wounded.
Two Alexandrians were listed as
killed in the battle. One was Pri-
vate Robert Allison, Jr., who
served in the Alexandria Artillery.
A Samuel Bowen also was listed,
but it is unclear whether he was a
soldier or he was the unnamed Al-
exandria boy killed by the cannon-
ball.

The Alexandrians and all the
militiamen had performed well —
much better than the militia at
Bladensburg. Captain Porter wrote
that they “conducted themselves
in a manner which reflects on
them and their Country the high-
est honor.”

Although the Americans had not
sunk a single British ship, they had
delayed the rendezvous of
Gordon’s squadron, particularly its

bomb and rocket ships, with the rest of the
British fleet. Thus the fleet’s attack on Bal-
timore was delayed, and Baltimore had
additional time to strengthen its defenses,
defeat the British, and continue to fly the
Star-Spangled Banner.

MAIN SOURCES:
“To Annoy or Destroy the Enemy” by Patrick

O’Neill; Papers of Richard Cranch Norton, Massachu-
setts Historical Society; The Naval War of 1812: A
Documentary History, Volume III, Michael J.
Crawford editor; “An Account of the Lineage of the
Brown Family” by Thomas Brown, Duke University.



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  September 18-24, 2014  ❖  21www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

KolAmiNVRC.org • 571-271-8387

Celebrate our Jewish souls
Expand our Jewish minds

Reconstruct our Jewish hearts

High Holy Days Services
with Rabbi Leila Gal Berner

We are a welcoming,
participatory, family-friendly
and diverse community
meeting in Arlington. We
accept donations; we don’t
sell tickets.

Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-969-1179

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Sports

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

L
eading by 10 points in the fourth
quarter, the Oakton Cougars had
a chance to put away T.C. Will-
iams on Saturday afternoon, but

lost a fumble deep in Titans territory.
Two plays later, Oakton senior linebacker

David Allely got the ball right back, recov-
ering a fumble at the TC 16-yard line. This
time, the Cougars wouldn’t let the Titans
off the hook. Junior quarterback Sal Tutone
connected with junior receiver Jarrett Ba-
con for the game-clinching 16-yard touch-
down with 7:09 remaining and the Oakton
football team defeated T.C. Williams 24-7
on Sept. 13 in Alexandria.

Oakton scored three offensive touch-
downs and a field goal during a rainy day
at T.C. Williams High School, but the Cou-
gars’ defense was the primary reason they
remained undefeated. Oakton forced six
Titan turnovers, including a fumble recov-
ery on the game’s opening possession. The
Cougars recovered three T.C. Williams

fumbles and intercepted Titans quarterback
Darius Holland three times.

“I think our defense played great, espe-
cially toward the end, just causing the turn-
overs,” Allely said. “They kept getting a
chance to maybe get a shot and we kept
solid the whole game through. The defen-
sive line stopped the run pretty much the
whole game.”

Oakton limited T.C. Williams to 81 yards
on the ground, while Holland completed
just six of 18 passes for 121 yards.

“We felt confident if we were able to stop

the run game, they wouldn’t be able to con-
sistently move the ball against us in the air,
either,” Oakton head coach Jason Rowley
said. “We put them in some bad positions
because we were able to take away half of
their offense in terms of stopping the run.”

Allely, a three-year starter who
transitioned from defensive lineman to line-
backer as a senior, finished with an inter-
ception and two fumble recoveries. “He’s a
scholarship kid,” Rowley said. “He’s really
good.”

While Allely was a force on defense, the

Oakton offense was led by an athlete of con-
siderably smaller stature. Sophomore run-
ning back Patrick Francisco carried the ball
26 times for 80 yards and a touchdown.
Francisco scored on a 2-yard run during the
Cougars’ opening drive.

“My confidence in him is due to the work
he put in in the offseason,” Rowley said.
“He worked super hard this offseason with
weights. I know he looks very diminutive.
He’s very small, but nobody ever hits him
square.”

After Oakton took a 7-0 lead, T.C. Will-
iams answered when Holland connected
with Isaih Clarke for a 38-yard touchdown
pass late in the first quarter, tying the score
at 7-all. The Titans, however, wouldn’t score
again. Oakton led 10-7 at halftime after
kicker Nick Delgado booted a 30-yard field
goal late in the second quarter. The Cou-
gars extended their lead to 17-7 in the third
quarter, when Bacon threw a 51-yard touch-
down pass to junior Derrick Beale on a trick
play. Tutone completed seven of 16 passes
for 62 yards and a score.

The loss dropped the Titans’ record to 1-
1, including a season-opening 28-19 win
over Dunbar. TC will play back-to-back road
games, starting with a trip to Langley at
7:30 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 19 and then at
Woodson on Sept. 26. The Titans’ next home
game is Thursday, Oct. 2 against Annandale.

T.C. Williams Football Falls to Oakton
Titans commit six
turnovers on rainy
afternoon.

T.C. Williams
junior
Colson
Jenkins runs
with the
football
during the
Titans’ 24-7
loss to
Oakton on
Sept. 13.

Photo by

Louise Krafft

Gazette Packet
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News

City’s Oldest Boxing Club on the Ropes
From Page 1

See Phasing Out,  Page 23

W
hen Troy Isley first
walked into the Al-
exandria Boxing

Club five years ago he already
had a reputation with the po-
lice for fighting on the streets.
By 10 he had been charged with
assault and was well on his way
to a troubled childhood.

Too young to be locked up,
his father suggested he take up
boxing instead. Now the 16-
year-old T.C. Williams student
is the current National Junior
Olympic Boxing Gold Medalist
for 2014. He has also recently
won three other national tour-
naments.

Troy’s picture is now up on
the walls of the gym alongside
the gym’s founder, philanthro-

pist Joe Robert Jr., and other box-
ers who trained and did well
there.

“I don’t know what I’d do with-
out this place. They taught me
how to control myself, be disci-
plined, be humble and they taught
me how to talk to people,” Troy
said.

“When they took me in here the
first thing they did was talk to me
about what I had been doing and
they said that it wasn’t good. I
fought outside on the street. I got
in a lot of trouble outside of
school. It’s good because it keeps
you out of trouble and it keeps you
focused on school.”

Troy now has plans to go to col-
lege – somewhere close to home -
so that he can carry on boxing at

Learning Discipline, Control
the gym.

“This place means a lot to me. I
don’t know what I would do if it
closed down,” he said.

Like most of the members of the
Alexandria Boxing club he would
not have been able to afford the
fees that the city considered mak-
ing members pay. “I think it’s crazy
that they would even think of do-
ing something like this. I wouldn’t
end up fighting on the streets
again. But some kids might.”

The club oversees the training
of between 20 and 30 mostly
neighborhood children at one
time, plus a number of adults. It
has a strict rule never to turn any-
one away. The only other empha-
sis is on maintaining good grades.

Troy’s coach, Kay Koroma, said:

“We have the number one kid in
the USA and numbers one and two
in the world. Boxing has done well
for these kids. But they know they
can’t box unless they are doing
well in school.

“It’s the good incentive they
need. Some of the parents are
at work or strung out on drugs,
so why not have a safe place
kids can go to free?”

— Helen Lloyd

Troy Isley, National Olympic Junior Gold Medalist.
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The boxing club in
session at the
Charles Houston
Recreation Center.

Dennis Porter, Alexandria
Boxing Club head trainer.

lem. The club typically works with
poorer neighborhood children who
it suspects would not be able to
afford the fees that the city wants
to bring in. Its programs are cur-
rently funded by a D.C-based non-
profit organization, Fight For Chil-
dren, which aims to take children
off the streets and help them turn
their lives around.

The new agreement is feared to
be part of a series of steps by the
city to bring the boxing club into
line with other public users of rec-
reation centers. The city’s Youth
Sports Advisory Board has sug-
gested that clubs which have pre-
viously been allowed to operate for
free are phased back into paying
to operate. It is part of the City of
Alexandria’s plan to recoup some
of its recreation costs.

Alexandria recoups 12 per cent
of its operating budget compared
to 34 per cent for recreation depart-
ments nationwide. Charles Hous-
ton Recreation Center is not the only rec
center where changes have been made to
try to recover more of its costs.

“The city is trying not to subsidize athlet-
ics programs. When it has been subsidizing
a sport for a long time they don’t want to
take it away all at once. The idea is to phase
out that support over time,” Jim Gibson,
chair of the Youth Sports Advisory Board,
said.

He suspects that over time the city may
be aiming to withdraw its support of the
boxing club completely.

“It’s a discussion, not a fait accompli. But
it is heading that way,” Gibson said. “Sug-
gested phasing out of funding is the fairest
way to allow a program to be sustained.”

Trainers at Alexandria Boxing Club fear

that while they may be able to pay the nomi-
nal rent for this year through Fight For Chil-
dren, they will not be able to pay the full
commercial rate which they may be asked
for in coming years. Nor will their mem-
bers be able to pay the individual fees per
session that the city initially wanted to in-
troduce. These could be as much as $230
per person per season.

The club regularly has between 20 and
30 children to which it offers free training
sessions. A large percentage of them come
from less wealthy families from Old Town’s
historic Parker-Gray district. Trainers ac-
knowledge that without the structure and
discipline of the boxing club some of those
children would be out fighting on the
streets.

One of their star members, Troy Isley, 16,
was regularly cautioned by police for street
fighting before he joined the boxing club
five years ago. He is currently the National
Junior Olympic Gold Medalist and has re-
cently won three more national tourna-
ments.

“The city is trying to work with us,” head
trainer Dennis Porter said. “They want us
to bring in more paying residents. We have
the numbers. We don’t turn people away.
They just don’t pay.

“The city wants to put something else in
here that makes more money. But what are
they going to do with the kids that are here
already?”

Boxing Club trainers fear the city wants
to attract a different clientele to the recre-

ation center, just as much as they want to
recoup their costs. Recent development has
seen existing neighborhood homes in the
Parker-Gray neighborhood around the
Charles Houston Recreation Center torn
down and replaced with expensive town
houses. The once almost exclusively Afri-
can-American neighborhood has seen rapid
gentrification over the past year.

Under the new one-year agreement, the
club will lose its Sunday practice hours. It
will have to share its state-of-the-art equip-
ment with any other paying members of the
public who the recreation center wants to
rent its gym out to in its absence. It will
also have to pay a nominal rent to the city
to lease the space. Members over 18 and
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CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
2014 PERSONAL AND

BUSINESS PROPERTY TAXES
ARE DUE OCTOBER 6, 2014

Personal property taxes, decal fees and residen-
tial parking fees, if applicable, must be paid no
later than October 6, 2014, to avoid late payment
penalty and interest. Business property taxes must
also be paid by October 6, 2014. Please see the
City’s website at alexandriava.gov/finance for more
information.

A City license decal and residential parking
decal, if applicable, were mailed with the personal
property tax bills to most residents. The City
license decal should be removed from the back of
the bill and applied inside the front windshield
next to the vehicle inspection decal. The residential
parking decal should be applied to the driver’s side
rear bumper.

 Pay by credit card or eCheck on the City’s web-
site at alexandriava.gov/payments, in person at
City Hall or at any SunTrust Bank Branch located
in the City. Personal property tax payments can
also be mailed to City of Alexandria, PO Box
34899, Alexandria, VA 22334-0899. Business
property tax payments can be mailed to City of
Alexandria, PO Box 34901, Alexandria, VA 22334-
0901. Payments can also be made with cash only
at approximately 70 Global Express Cash Payment
Centers conveniently located throughout Northern
Virginia. For a complete list of the available cash
payment centers, including Shoppers Food and
Pharmacy Stores, please visit the City’s website at
alexandriava.gov/payments.

For vehicle assessment questions or to receive
a tax bill, please email vehicletax@alexandriava.gov
or call Personal Property at 703.746.3901, option
4. For business assessment questions or to
receive a tax bill, please email businesstax@
alexandriava.gov or call Business Tax at
703.746.3903, option 2. For payment questions,
please email payments@alexandriava.gov or call
the Treasury Division at 703.746.3902, option 8.

Mark Gustina, MS
CCC-A Audiologist

571-312-7345
cosmetichearing
solutions.com

424 S. Washington St.,
Alexandria, VA

(Across from CVS)

Most Major Medical
Insurance Accepted

Two
Times

Johns Hopkins University Study
Type of Hearing Loss Dementia

Risk Increase

Mild
•Difficulty understanding conversation
in a busy restaurant

•Complaints that you have the TV
too loud

Moderate
•Loved ones may become frustrated
with you “You Listening”

•Constantly saying “What?”

Severe
•Difficulty making out the details
of any conversation

•Others have to interpret for you
•Possible loss of jobs or relationships

Three
Times

Five
Times
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News

Phasing Out City’s Support
From Page 22

Dennis Porter trains Troy Isley, National Olympic Junior
Gold Medalist.
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all non-residents includ-
ing children will have to
pay the going recreation
center admission fees.

The city originally pro-
posed restricting the
number of days the club
could use the gym and
limiting their hours to
daytime use only. They
also wanted to make
members pay for the
training sessions in the
same way that other
members of other clubs in
the city pay for member-
ship.

Jeff Travers of Fight For
Children said boxing club
trainers remained appre-
hensive about the future.
However everyone involved was relieved that a com-
promise agreement of sorts had been reached for
now. The club had recently been running on a month
to month basis unsure as to whether it would be op-
erating the following month.

“It’s not everything but it’s 90 per cent of what the
club wants right now. The club members are proud
of the club and there has been a bit of tension there,”
Travers said. “We are pleased the city has been work-
ing with us. This will give us time to keep talking in

order to sort things out long-term. The city doesn’t
seem to want to drop us completely, but if we stay
it’s likely to be on different terms in the future.”

David Miller of the Department of Recreation, Parks
and Cultural Activities, who handled the lease re-
newal negotiations for the city, said, “We want to
maintain the boxing program. Our aim is to look at
the viability of continuing the boxing club. All we
are asking is for the people who use the facilities to
pay.”
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7:00am to 9:00pm

Saturday, 8:00am to 5:00pm

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE

Route 1 Public Meetings on October 8 and 9
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation 
(DRPT) will host a third round of public meetings for the Route 
1 (Richmond Highway) Multimodal Transportation Alternatives 
Analysis on Wednesday, October 8, from 6-8 pm (presentation 
at 7) at Belmont Elementary School (751 Norwood Lane, 
Woodbridge) and Thursday, October 9, from 6-8 pm (presenta-
tion at 6:30) at the South County Government Center (8350 
Richmond Highway, Alexandria, VA). The public is invited to 
participate and learn the latest on this study to improve transit, 
bicycle, pedestrian, and vehicular travel along a 15-mile seg-
ment of Route 1 from Woodbridge to the Huntington Metro Sta-
tion. Project partners include Fairfax County, Prince William 
County, Virginia Department of Transportation, and the Office 
of Intermodal Planning and Investment. For more information, 
including public transit available to the meeting sites, visit 
route1multimodalaa.com or call 804-786-4440.
DRPT is committed to ensuring that no person is excluded 
from participation in or denied the benefits of its services on 
the basis of race, color or national origin, as protected by Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. For additional information on 
DRPT’s nondiscrimination policies and procedures or to file a 
complaint, please visit the website at www.drpt.virginia.gov or 
contact the Title VI Compliance Officer, Linda Balderson, 600 
E. Main Street, Suite 2102, Richmond, VA 23219.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

School Bus Driver 

Position Available
St. Paul's Nursery and Day School

We are a small nursery school and kinder-
garten located in Old Town.  Our school 
operates September through May from 

9 am until noon.
Our bus driver drives children to and from 

school each day.  He or she also drives 
approximately one field trip a week.  We 

own a brand new 20 passenger school bus.
A commercial driver's license and an 

excellent driving record are essential.  An 
appreciation and enjoyment of young 

children are a must.  The salary is 
competitive.

If you or someone you know is interested 
in this position, please contact us at the 

school office and leave a message - We will 
return your call within 24 hours.

703-549-1974

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

3 RE for Rent

Private BR & BA on 
4th flr of TH nr river 
in SE quadrant of 

Old Town.  
$1200/mo  inc. all 
utils.  Avail immed. 

703-906-7920

21 Announcements
LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to the provision of 
section 4-1-16 of the code of 

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department 
located at 3600 Wheeler Ave-
nue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 

now in possession of un-
claimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, 

scooters, and other items. All 
persons having valid claim to 

the property should file a claim 
to the property with reasona-
ble proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, 
converted or donated. For a 

complete listing go to 
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Proper-
ty Section at (703) 746-6709.

26 Antiques
We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

29 Misc. for Sale

LONGABERGER
Basket Sale

Consultant selling collection
8801 Old Mt. Vernon Rd.
Alexandria, VA  22309

Fri., Sept. 19 Noon – 7 PM
Sat., Sept. 20 9 AM – 4 PM

Cash Only

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

www.connectionnewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

The Fairfax
Is the largest Military Retirement Home in
Virginia. Located in the intersection of
Telegraph Road and Route One.
We are recruiting for the following
positions:
• HVAC Tech with CFC Certification &
Residential Split System Experience
Full Time/ Ability to work a flexible sched-
ule and Emergency On-Call
• Food and Beverage Servers
Part Time Flexible including holidays and
weekends.
Apply Online at http://sunrise-careers.com
Select City: Ft. Belvoir & State: Virginia
If you have any questions please email
Thefairfax.HRA@sunriseseniorliving.com

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspa-
per business. Internships
available in reporting, pho-
tography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Since 1991
703-863-7567

1502 B, Mt. Vernon Ave., Delray, Alexandria 22301

Storage Sheds
by Keith Cross

• All forms of carpentry Rough & Finish
• Built to order Bookcases, shelves and

cabinets, sheds and picnic tables
• Loads of Local References

CARPENTRY CARPENTRY

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Fall Special!

10% off

crescenthomeservices@gmail.com
www.crescenthomehandyman.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTSIMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, complete

remodeling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-4338 N-VA

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

www.connectionnewspapers.com

I Never think 
of the future. 

It comes soon
enough.

-Albert Einstein

Nothing is too small to know, and
nothing too big to attempt.

-William Van Horne

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!
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