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Theodore Smith and his bugle on Sept. 11,
2014. Smith, an 83-year-old volunteer with
Bugles Across America, went to four different
sites and played “Taps” in remembrance of all
those who lost their lives on 9/11.
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7:00am to 9:00pm

Saturday, 8:00am to 5:00pm

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!
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News
Fairfax Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

T
hroughout Virginia and the U.S.,
people commemorated last
Thursday’s 13th anniversary of
the 9/11 tragedy. Locally,

Theodore Smith, an 83-year-old volunteer
with Bugles Across America, did it in his
own, special way.

He went to four different sites and played
“Taps” in remembrance of all those who lost
their lives that September morning. He be-
gan in front of the Fairfax County Govern-
ment Center in Fair Oaks at exactly 8:46
a.m., the time when American Airlines
Flight 11 flew into the North Tower of the
World Trade Center in New York City.

Next, Smith did the same thing in front
of Fairfax Fire Station 40 on West Ox Road.
He played at 9:03 a.m., when United Air-
lines Flight 175 struck the South Tower. Said
Smith: “This second sounding was chosen
to honor all of the heroic police and
firefighters who gave their lives that day in
order to save hundreds more.”

He then performed “Taps” at Paul VI
Catholic High School. He did so at 9:40
a.m., when American Airlines Flight 77
struck the Pentagon. “It was to honor the
diversity of citizens of all backgrounds that
perished that day, and since, from evil ter-
rorism,” he explained.

Finally, Smith played his bugle in front of
the flag outside The Woodlands Retirement
Community in Fairfax. The residents and
guests placed their hands over their hearts
while he performed at 10:06 a.m., when

United Airlines Flight 93 crashed in a field
in Shanksville, Pa.

THIS EFFORT, said Smith, was “to honor
all of the courageous passengers whose re-
sistance prevented another possible crash
into a vital, Washington, D.C., target, which
saved hundreds more lives.”

Afterwards, he played “The Star-Spangled
Banner” in recognition of the 200th anni-
versary of its writing by Francis Scott Key.
He also chose that selection, he said, “for
those who have since sacrificed their lives
for the freedoms that we Americans must
never take for granted.”

One of those attending the musical trib-
ute at The Woodlands was Del. David
Bulova (D-37th). “My father-in-law was in

the Pentagon the day it was hit,” he ex-
plained. “We lost a lot of great people that
day, and I am very happy that Mr. Smith
continues to keep their memories alive.”

Smith, who lives at The Woodlands with
his wife, Mary Frances, does similar bugle
performances each Sept. 11. He’s played
both trumpet and bugle for many years and
started his 9/11 musical commemoration
when they lived in McLean. This was his
fifth year doing it.

And as a proud member of Bugles Across
America, he and his co-musicians also play
at veterans’ funerals and, he said, “Their
families appreciate that.”

SMITH SERVED in the Coast Guard for
two years and the Air Force, five years, and

then owned an aerospace consulting firm
in McLean before retiring. He and Mary
Frances moved to The Woodlands in 2012
and reside in the independent-living sec-
tion.

“We have a number of ex-military and
ex-government personnel here, so they ap-
preciate the 9/11 observance,” he said. “We
had a good turnout for this ceremony, and
it was nice of David Bulova to come out,
too.”

So why does Smith do it, each year?
“As we get farther away from 9/11, we
need to remind people about it,” he said.
“Some people weren’t born, yet, or oth-
ers were so young then that they barely
remember it. So it’s a commemoration
and my small contribution.”

Local bugler plays
"Taps" in honor of the
Sept. 11 victims.

In Solemn Remembrance

Photos by Bonnie Hobbs/The Connection

Del. David Bulova (on left) and others sing the “Star-Spangled Banner”
outside The Woodlands.

Theodore Smith and his bugle on
Sept. 11, 2014.

See Cox,  Page 13

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

B
orn in Norfolk and raised in the
Alexandria part of Fairfax County,
Tonya Cox figured she’d either go

into education like her mother or minis-
try like her father. Then, while in college,
she substituted for her mother, during
spring and summers, and was hooked.

“When I spent time with the special-
ed kids, I fell in love with them,” she said.
“I loved working with kids and found I
had a knack for teaching and a soft spot
for kids needing help.”

Cox eventually became both a teacher
and an administrator and is now the new
principal of Fairfax’s Laurel Ridge El-
ementary. She replaced interim Principal

Laura Adams, who was there for a year.
When Cox heard about the opening, she

interviewed for the job and researched the
community to see if she was a good fit for
it – and she decided she was.

“This school has had a lot of different prin-
cipals in recent years,” she said. “So I felt it
needed consistency, and I hope to stay for a
long time.”

Cox obtained a bachelor’s in education
from JMU and a master’s in Education Lead-
ership from GMU. She’s also certified as a
principal and as a K-12 special-education
teacher with endorsements in Emotional
Disabilities and Learning Disabilities.

She taught at four schools before becom-
ing an administrator. “I loved being a
teacher; it was very rewarding working with
students with emotional and learning dis-

abilities,” said Cox. “I felt like I had a good
grasp on working with kids with challeng-
ing behaviors. It was like a puzzle, trying

to figure out the reason for their behav-
ior and channel it more appropriately.

“I enjoyed the challenge and seeing
them change their behavior,” she contin-
ued. “So that led me into the adminis-
trative track. As a teacher, I felt like I
made a difference [to students]; but as
an administrator, I could have an impact
on a community.”

Cox was the assistant principal at Wil-
liam Halley Elementary from October
1997-June 2004 and principal of
Gunston Elementary from September
2004- July 2012. “Halley was a very di-
verse community with lots of needs,” she
said. “At one time, we had 950 kids and
worked with and helped many families

Photo by Bonnie Hobbs/The Connection

Tonya Cox is the new principal of
Laurel Ridge Elementary.

A New Face at Laurel Ridge Tonya Cox takes the helm as principal.



4  ❖  Fairfax Connection  ❖  September 18-24, 2014 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

By John C. Cook

Supervisor (R-Braddock District)

T
he numbers are staggering. In
the United States, one person
dies by suicide every 18 min-
utes. It is estimated that 5 mil-

lion people in the United States have lost
a loved one to suicide in the past 25 years.
Suicide is the 10th leading cause of all deaths in the
United States, and mental health problems will strike
one in five adults each year. In Fairfax County alone
last year, there were over 150 suicides. As over-
whelming as the problem may feel, we can all take
small steps to help those struggling and help them
find hope.

Suicide is the third leading cause of death among
youth between the ages of 15 and 25, and the sec-
ond leading cause of death for college students.
That’s why the Fairfax – Falls Church Community
Service Board (CSB) has partnered with CrisisLink
to make it easier for adolescents and young adults
in our community to just text their thoughts and con-
cerns. This option provides prompt response, coun-
sel and referral using technology familiar to this age
group. CrisisLink is adapting to more readily help
those in trouble. All they have to do is text NEED
HELP to 703-940-0888.

Hope is also just a phone call away. The National

Suicide Prevention Lifeline has a dedicated
phone number for those feeling lost: 1-800-
273-TALK (8255). Crisislink is available at
703-527-4077. Last year, CrisisLink handled
2,699 calls including follow-up calls to those
at high risk. Of those calls, 311 were sui-
cide related and required de-escalation by
a Volunteer Crisis Counselor. Another op-
tion for help is the local the PRS CrisisLink

website: www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org.
Fairfax County Public Schools are also educating

teachers, mentor, coaches and parents on how to
recognize signs that youth might be in trouble. Take
a moment to explore these two websites, http://
fairfax.kognito.com/ and http://bit.ly/1m66X0R if
you are involved with students in our community.

Most importantly for those struggling, I urge you
to talk to someone you love, even when you don’t
think anyone can make you feel better. There are
more people than you know willing to listen.

If you are chosen by someone looking for support,
listen with your heart. You don’t have to solve the
problem, just hear the person out. Give them the
resources listed here. If you are looking for more in-
formation about how to be prepared to help loved
ones struggling, there is a very helpful video to help
answer some of your questions at http://bit.ly/
1D0ixjb. At one point or another, we will all need
some help, and it is okay to ask.

Commentary

September is Suicide Prevention
and Awareness Month

See Week,  Page 5

Beware of Lane Closures
As part of the Old Town Square project, work on the pedestrian

barrier at the southeast corner of the Chain Bridge Road/North
Street intersection began Sept. 10. The work zone is adjacent to
the north side of Auld Shebeen restaurant.

This work will require the closure of the right eastbound lane
of North Street and the right northbound lane of Chain Bridge at
this intersection. The sidewalk on the eastbound side of North
Street will be closed at the work zone along the side of the Auld
Shebeen restaurant.

The sidewalk will remain open along Chain Bridge, and access
to the front entrance of Auld Shebeen won’t be affected. The en-
tire Old Town Square project will continue through December.
Work on this portion, however, will last about a month.

City Council Meets Sept. 23
The next meeting of the Fairfax City Council is Tuesday, Sept.

23, at 7 p.m., at City Hall, 10455 Armstrong St. in Fairfax.

Rock the Block
A free, live music concert and block party will be held Friday,

Sept. 26, from 6-9 p.m., on University Drive in Old Town Fairfax.
Called Rock the Block!, the event will feature the popular, local
band, Leggz, playing covers of favorite hits. City restaurants and
merchants will offer food, a beer garden, games and more. At-
tendees are advised to bring their own chairs.

Local History Revisited in Fairfax
In commemoration of the 200th anniversary of local Fairfax

citizens’ military role with the Virginia Militias in 1814, Historic

Week in Fairfax
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From Page 4

Blenheim will host a bicentennial commemoration of the War of 1812 from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. Sept. 20 at Historic Blenheim, 3610 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax. The day-long event
is free and features events for history buffs of all ages.  For information, call 703-591-
0560.

This event features a living history encampment of the 60th Virginia Militia, portrayals
of local landowners, a village blacksmith, fencing demonstrations; talks by historian Stuart
Butler, author and reporter Steve Vogel, historian Patrick O’Neill and period music by
musician/ musicologist David Hildebrand.  Additionally, a grave-marking ceremony for
Captain Rezin Willcoxon will take place at 3:30 p.m. by the Society of the War of 1812 in
Virginia.

Government Center Farmers Market
Each Thursday, from 3-7 p.m., the Fairfax County Government Center hosts a farmers

market in its parking lot. The Government Center is at 12000 Government Center Pkwy.
in Fair Oaks, and the next markets are slated for Sept. 18 and Sept. 25.

Child Carseat Checks
City residents may have their children’s carseats checked or installed by the City of

Fairfax Fire Department. For an appointment, call 703-385-7830.

Fairfax City Farmers Markets
Two farmers markets are still open in the City of Fairfax. They’ll run through Nov. 1 at

the corner of West and Main streets. The Downtown Fairfax Coalition Community Mar-
ket is held Saturdays, from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. The Sunday Farmers Market will run from 10
a.m.-2 p.m. For more information, call 703-642-0128.

Police, Fire Games Help Needed
The 2015 World Police and Fire Games will need upwards of 3,000 people to take on a

wide variety of roles across the National Capital Region. These include welcoming visi-
tors, transporting athletes, joining the medical team, assisting sports coordinators, help-
ing out behind the scenes on the technology team. For more information or to volunteer,
go to http://fairfax2015.com/volunteer.

Week in Fairfax
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Opinion

By Gerry Connolly

U.S. Representative (D-11)

T
his month marks the 20th anniver-
sary of the Violence Against Women
Act (VAWA) – landmark legislation
in which our nation committed new

prevention and response resources so
that our mothers, daughters, sisters,
and friends would no longer have to
suffer in silence through domestic
abuse.

Though meaningful progress has been re-
alized, domestic violence continues to be a
real and troubling challenge in our commu-
nities. Far too many of us have been touched
by domestic violence in one way or another.
According to the National Coalition Against
Domestic Violence, an estimated 1.3 million
women are victims each year, and one in ev-
ery four women will experience such violence

in their lifetime.
Just last year, Turning Points, the only do-

mestic violence intervention program in Prince
William County, served 6,000 clients. In Fairfax
County there were more than 8,000 incidents
reported, and we have seen a 40 percent in-
crease in homelessness due to domestic vio-
lence.

This is why I was so disappointed when the
House Republican majority blocked a biparti-
san modernization of VAWA for 18 months be-
fore relenting last year. The Senate passed the
bill in a strong and bipartisan 78-22 vote, but
some House Republicans objected because they

did not want to extend protections
to Native Americans, LGBT Ameri-
cans, and immigrants. Thankfully,
House leadership finally put aside

this obstructionism and ultimately allowed the
House to pass the improved VAWA bill, which
I and an overwhelming number of Democrats
supported.

Thanks to VAWA, we have strengthened and
expanded critical protections for all victims of
domestic violence and enhanced our nation’s
criminal justice response. Specifically, VAWA
has instituted stricter sentencing guidelines for
repeat federal sex crime offenders and pro-

vided resources to tribal, local, and state law
enforcement communities to address violent
crimes against women. In addition, VAWA
funds specialized training for 500,000 law en-
forcement officers, prosecutors, judges, and
other personnel every year. The National Do-
mestic Violence Hotline, which responds to
more than 22,000 urgent calls for help every
month, also was created under VAWA.

The updated VAWA is renewing our success-
ful partnerships with local nonprofits and law
enforcement agencies. It is improving protec-
tions for underserved communities, particularly
immigrants and victims of human trafficking.
And of particular importance for helping vic-
tims through the recovery process, the new bill
is expanding housing assistance and providing
support regardless of sexual orientation.

Sadly, recent events in the news demonstrate
that although we have made great progress,
as a community we must remain vigilant in
protecting those threatened by domestic vio-
lence. Please know that I will continue to push
Congress to maintain and expand the invest-
ments needed to support these critical pro-
grams in our community and continue to be a
voice of support to those who might otherwise
not speak up for themselves.

September marks 20th

Anniversary of Violence
Against Women Act.

Protecting Those Threatened by Domestic Violence

Commentary

By Tamara Derenak Kaufax

Chairman, Fairfax County School Board

I
 am honored to have the opportunity to
serve as the chairman of Fairfax County
School Board for the 2014-15 school year.

My colleagues on the board and I – working
closely with our superintendent, Dr. Karen
Garza – have an ambitious agenda for the year
ahead. Our top priority remains adequate fund-
ing for our schools at both the state and county
levels. State support for education remains at
unacceptable levels and we will continue to
work with our county Board of Supervisors to
provide our schools with an adequate level of
financial support when the state fails to do its
job. As a consensus builder, I will continue to
urge the School Board to work in
partnership with the Board of Super-
visors to find solutions to our bud-
get dilemma.

We have already taken steps to build a stron-
ger relationship with the Board of Supervisors.
This past year, Dr. Garza provided a new level
of transparency in the budget process by meet-
ing with the Board of Supervisors and other
community leaders, conducting listening tours
in each of the magisterial districts, and devel-
oping the Citizens Guide to Understanding the
Budget, all of which were well received by the
supervisors and the community. Our boards
have already met jointly in September to out-
line our fiscal forecasts. In addition, we have
established the Joint Budget Development
Committee composed of three supervisors and
three School Board members. The committee
will review budget factors impacting Fiscal Year
2016 and provide guidance to both boards. The
committee will deliver a report to both boards

before the County Executive presents his Ad-
vertised Budget and before the superintendent
presents her Proposed Budget in early 2015.
Last year, the county and School Board cre-
ated the joint Infrastructure Financing Com-
mittee to review the facilities needs of both
FCPS and the county. The committee report
released earlier this year resulted in an addi-
tional $13 million that will be invested each
year beginning in FY 2016 for school infrastruc-
ture upgrades. I will continue to encourage this
kind of collaboration to build trust and realis-
tic expectations for the supervisors, the school
board, and the community.

In the next few weeks we plan to make a
final decision regarding school start times for
the 2015-16 school year.  Superintendent Garza

made her recommendation to the
board at a meeting in early Septem-
ber. We will provide the community
with sufficient time to comment on

the proposal before we take final action at our
Oct. 23 meeting. As you may recall, the School
Board adopted a resolution in April 2012 with
the stated goal to start high schools after 8 a.m.
The board subsequently hired Children’s Na-
tional Medical Center to serve as consultants
to develop a plan to achieve that goal. CNMC
developed four options. Those options were
taken to the community in a series of eight
public meetings held in May and June. After
analyzing the feedback from parents and the
community, CNMC made their recommenda-
tion and, based on school board direction,
Option 3 is the framework being used to de-
velop a final recommendation for school board
consideration. I invite you to learn more at
www.fcps.edu.

Other new initiatives include the FCPS Por-

trait of a Graduate, which will serve as a foun-
dation on which to build a long-range strate-
gic plan for FCPS. Once a strategic plan is in
place with a direct and clear vision for our
schools, our work will be very focused and the
outcome will be improved student achievement
for every student.

We have had great success with our launch
of full day Mondays for our elementary stu-
dents. The community is very supportive of the
change which will increase instructional time
for students and dedicated planning time for
teachers. Beginning this school year, we also
have a new standard school calendar in place
that eliminates the need to make up inclem-
ent weather days at the end of the school year,
if fewer than 13 days are missed.

The Bailey’s Upper Elementary School for the
Arts and Sciences opened Sept. 2 with a com-
munity ribbon-cutting celebration scheduled
for Oct. 15. This new school was converted
from a five-story office building on Leesburg
Pike and will solve the overcrowding problems
that have plagued Bailey’s Elementary School
for the Arts and Sciences. Under the leader-
ship of one principal, the new campus houses
grades 3-5 while the existing campus remains
home to preschoolers through second graders.

The start of a new school year is always an
exciting time for students, parents and teach-
ers. As chairman, I pledge to maintain and
build upon the excellence for which our
schools are known. Working with our state
elected officials, supervisors, superintendent
and other stakeholders, I am confident that
we can solve our most pressing problems
while continuing to offer a world-class edu-
cation for our families. Have a safe and pro-
ductive school year.

School Board Ready to Tackle Fiscal Challenges

Commentary
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buffa’s
dance

studio

QUALITY INSTRUCTION
IN A QUALITY

ENVIRONMENT

9570-H BURKE RD.
BURKE VILLAGE

CENTER II

CALL 703-425-5599

12,000 sq. ft. of performing space
with professional sprung floors

www.buffas.com • buffadance@msn.com

Come Join the fun!

(Established in 1980)
Home of Burke Civic Ballet

• Pre-School Dance Movement • Hip Hop
• Contemporary • Conditioning • Ballet

  • Tap • Jazz • Lyrical • Pointe • Modern
  • Acro • Musical Theater • Ages 3 to Adult
  • Beginner to Advanced • Professional Instructors

Celebrating
35 Years
of Dance

Excellence!

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

N
oor Naveed immi-
grated to the United
States from Pakistan
with her family

shortly after the 9/11 attacks. The
family settled in Northern Virginia
and, years later, Naveed graduated
from Hayfield Secondary School in
Alexandria. She dreams of becom-
ing the first person in her family
to graduate from college.

“My mother was forced to drop
out of junior high and at 32 got her
GED. I just knew that there wasn’t
anyone in my immediate family
who had graduated from college
and was determined to be the first
person,” said Naveed. “I knew I
wanted to [go to] George Mason
because I didn’t want loans and I
knew I could pay for George Ma-
son out of pocket.”

Naveed used Northern Virginia
Community College’s Guaranteed
Admissions Program to complete
her associate of arts degree and is
now finishing a bachelor’s degree
in criminology, law and society at
George Mason University in
Fairfax.

“Counselors were great at telling
me what classes I should take so
they would transfer,” she said. “Al-
most all of my classes transferred.”

NOVA’s admissions agreements
guarantee current and future
NOVA students who earn associate
degrees admission to more than 40
four-year colleges and universities.

Students do have to meet cer-
tain academic requirements,
such as earning a minimum
grade point average, in order to
be accepted into their chosen
four-year colleges.

“It’s very beneficial to the stu-
dents because before these
agreements, there weren’t any
perimeters as to what it takes to
be admitted to universities,”
said Julia Brown, coordinator
for transfer policy at Northern
Virginia Community College. “As
long as you have a certain GPA,
the guaranteed admission
agreement takes all of the guess
work out of whether you will
qualify. It is a huge relief. … Stu-
dents don’t want to waste
money or time by taking a class
that isn’t needed.”

NOVA officials say that popu-
lar majors include engineering,
nursing, computer science and
general studies.

For example, a student can
earn an associates degree in en-
gineering from NOVA then
transfer to Virginia Tech’s College
of Engineering or the University of
Virginia’s School of Engineering
and Applied Science. A student
who might be unsure of the major
he plans to pursue can earn a gen-
eral studies degree and then trans-
fer to George Mason University.

George Mason University, Uni-
versity of Virginia and Virginia Tech
are the top transfer schools for
NOVA graduates.

“The [Guaranteed Admission

Agreement] program allowed me
to complete my associate’s degree
close to home. The GAA gave me
the opportunity to transfer to my
dream school, James Madison Uni-
versity, with ease and with no debt,”
said Amy Zuaso, a first year advis-
ing specialist at NOVA. “At NOVA, I
met with a JMU transfer represen-
tative that informed me about a full
ride scholarship program, The Cen-
tennial Scholars Program, that I
applied for and was awarded. Start-

ing at NOVA first and using the GAA
helped me graduate from a four-
year school and to be the first per-
son in my family to graduate from

college.”
Zuaso is now completing an

online Master’s Degree in coun-
seling at Liberty University in
Lynchburg, Va.

THE PROGRAM WAS CRE-
ATED after the release of a
workforce trends report pre-
pared by George Mason
University’s Center for Regional
Analysis showed professional,
scientific, technical and health
care fields as the key sources of
new net job growth in Northern
Virginia from 2010 to 2020.

“The GAA is designed to offer
students a seamless transfer
process,” said Darren Troxler,
associate dean of admissions
and chief transfer officer at
George Mason University. “Stu-
dents who meet all of the re-
quirements for GAA admission
are not only guaranteed trans-
fer admission to Mason, but are
considered juniors for class
standing, registration and finan-
cial aid purposes, and are con-
sidered to have completed the

Mason Core, our lower-level gen-
eral education requirement.”

Troxler says another advantage
to GAA enrollment is the signifi-
cant cost savings for students and
parents. “There is a $271.00 per
credit hour differential in tuition
rates between Mason and NOVA
for Virginia residents,” he said.
“Students will realize a signifi-
cantly lower debt burden by tak-
ing advantage of the Virginia Com-
munity College System.”

NOVA’s Guaranteed Admissions Program gives students
opportunities to attend their dream schools.

A Different Path to a 4-year Degree

Photo courtesy of Amy Zuaso

Amy Zuaso became the first
person in her family to graduate
from college. She says the guar-
anteed admission agreements at
NOVA allowed her to complete
her associate’s degree and trans-
fer to her dream school: James
Madison University.

Photo courtesy of Noor Naveed

Noor Naveed hopes to become the first person in her family to graduate
from college. After graduating from NOVA, she transferred to George
Mason University.

Photo courtesy of NOVA

NOVA Community students can
earn admission to more than 40
colleges and universities
through the school’s guaranteed
admission agreements.

By Reena Singh

 The Connection

T
he heart of the school
system’s new strategic
plan is closer to being

approved.
The Fairfax County School

Board discussed the five compo-
nent Portrait of a Graduate -
with some asking for a compo-
nent emphasizing a caring qual-
ity - at Monday’s work session.

“We haven’t truly captured
what we’re trying to say with
‘goal-directed,’” said Mason Dis-
trict board member Sandy
Evans.

She and a handful of other
board members felt the last
component, “Goal-directed and
resilient” came across as cut-
throat. She said the word “car-
ing” needed to be in the head-
ing of the component because
character ethics is a priority.

THE FIVE COMPONENTS for
the Portrait of a Graduate that
was created for approval are
Communicator,
Collaborator, Glo-
bal Citizen, Cre-
ative and Critical
Thinker in addi-
tion to Goal-Di-
rected and Resil-
ient Individual.

“You can be all
of these things
and be a horrible
human being,”
said Braddock District board
member Megan McLaughlin.

She said her reason for need-
ing the heading’s name change
stemmed from her social work
background.

“It’s one of the most important
things we can do, create a young
person who cares,” she said.

Hunter Mill District board
member Pat Hynes agreed that
the name sounded “pushy.”

“It’s really all about ambition
- that’s what it comes across as
sounding,” she said.

Portrait of a Graduate was
announced by Superintendent
Dr. Karen Garza last October
during an education summit.
Since then, stakeholders have
sent in a flurry of comments on
what the final product should
look like.

“We’ve had hundreds and
hundreds of people submit feed-
back to the committee,” she
said. “It resonates with a lot of
people.”

Even retired teachers, she
said, have supported the mea-
sure.

FCPS Chief of Staff Marty
Smith showed a video about the
importance of the five compo-
nents for a students and what
type of student they want gradu-
ating from the school system.

“This is what we call the heart
of the strategic plan,” he said.

Smith said that Portrait looks
at skills even the youngest stu-
dents might need when they
graduate. In addition, he said
that everyone, including him-
self, could identify with the
qualities they need to be good
at school, their job and their life.

“It’s not changing the ‘what,’”
said Garza. “It’s changing the
‘how.’”

She said she wants to honor
the committee’s work by keep-
ing most of the wording, but
there could be some room to put
the word “caring” into the last

c o m p o n e n t ’ s
heading.

Several other
board members
felt that changing
the wording was
not necessary.

“We’re at the
Queen Elsa mo-
ment where we
need to just let it
go,” said at large

board member Ryan McElveen.
Springfield District board

member Elizabeth Schultz felt
that the words “goal-directed”
were being misconstrued. While
other members felt that it was
pressuring students to become
world leaders, Schultz said goals
are different from person to per-
son depending on their situa-
tion, whether that means hav-
ing a 4.9 Grade Point Average
or dressing themselves.

“Having goals isn’t a bad
thing,” she said. “Being resilient
isn’t a bad thing.”

BOARD CHAIRMAN Tamara
Derenak Kaufax encouraged
those unhappy with the name to
submit amendments by the end
of the week. The board is sched-
uled to vote on the proposal at
the next School Board meeting
Sept. 18.

The components for Portrait
of a Graduate can be found at
http://www.boarddocs.com/
vsba/fairfax/Board.nsf/files/
9 N N H V C 4 A 2 1 0 A / $ f i l e /
POG%20Chart%20FINAL.pdf.

Part of the
new FCPS
strategic plan.

Portrait of a Graduate
Discussed

“This is what
we call the
heart of the
strategic plan.”
— FCPS Chief of Staff

Marty Smith
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Worship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sunday Evening – Realtime Worship
& Youth 6 PM

Family Night – Wednesday 7:15 PM
Home Life Groups & College/Young Adult Ministries

Visit our Website: www.jccag.org
4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax

Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

Jubilee
Christian Center
“Experience the Difference”

To Advertise
Your Community

of Worship,
Call

703-778-9422

COMMUNITIES
OF WORSHIP

Looking for a New Place of Worship?
Visit Antioch Baptist Church!

703-425-0710 • www.antioch-church.org

All Are Welcome!
Sunday Worship 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
Sunday School for Children & Adults 9:30 a.m.
Married Couples Sunday School 11:30 a.m.

6531 Little Ox Road, Fairfax Station, VA 22039

bb
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

www.cravensnursery.com
Visit our new Web site:

➠

Follow
us:
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Free Estimates
Patios, Walkways, Retaining

Walls, Landscaping
& so much more!
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Playground Chips
& Organic Compost
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Send notes to the Connection at south@
connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-778-9416. The deadline
is the Friday prior to the next paper’s publication. Dated an-
nouncements should be submitted at least two weeks prior to the
event.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 18 – SATURDAY/OCT. 4
Wake Up Call. Epicure Café, 11104 Lee Highway, Fairfax. A

new collection of contemporary art curated by The
Bunnyman Bridge Collective. http://www.epicurecafe.org/

THURSDAY/SEPT. 18
16th Annual Fall for the Book Festival. George Mason

University, 4400 University Drive, Fairfax. A week-long,
multiple-venue, regional festival that brings together people
of all ages and interests. Visit www.fallforthebook.org.

Experience Peru. 11 a.m. Fair Oaks Mall, I-66 at Route 50,
Fairfax. Learn about Peru: its culture, natural beauty, music
and more.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 19
City of Fairfax Library Friends Fall Children’s Book

Sale. 10 a.m. City of Fairfax Library, 10360 North Street,
Fairfax. Join the Frieds of the City of Fairfax Regional
Library for the Fall Children’s Book Sale. Choose gently-
used books for children, for yourself or as gifts. All ages.

How to Train Your Dragon 2. 7-9 p.m. Sherwood
Community Center, 3740 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax. Watch
How to Train Your Dragon 2 on the big screen. Free.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 19 - SUNDAY/SEPT. 21
Fall Book Sale. Friday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturday, 10 a.m. - 4

p.m. Sunday, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. Fairfax City Regional Library,
10360 North Street, Fairfax. Sunday bag day, $5/bag.
friendsoffairfaxcitylibrary@gmail.com

SATURDAY/SEPT. 20
 Fairfax Symphony Orchestra presents Brahams,

Grieg and Glinka by Alexander Schimpf. 7 p.m.
George Mason University’s Center for the Arts, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Come listen to a lecture and
evening of classical music at the University Center.

Genealogy Help Desk. 2 p.m. City of Fairfax Library, 10360
North Street, Fairfax. Bring  your family history stumpers to
the experts. Accomplished genealogists and library staff will
be on hand to assist you. Ask the Virginia Room desk or call
703-293-6227. Teens and adults.

Art Guild of Clifton Art Walk. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.  Chapel
Road, Clifton. Fine Art, jewelry, photography, artists and
demos.  Along the way also see unique shops for gifts,
home accessories, papercraft, cupcakes and wine.

Dog Adoption. 12-3 p.m. PETCO, 13053 Lee Jackson
Memorial Highway, Fairfax. 703-817-9444.

Open Mic Coffee House. 7 -9:30 p.m. Calvary Hill Baptist
Church, 9301 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax. Free coffee,
snacks, amps, and keyboard provided. If you would like to
share your talent, call Pete 703-955-2039.

Fairfax Symphony Orchestra. 8 p.m. George Mason
University Centerfor the Arts, 4400 University Drive. The
September 20th concert at George Mason’s Center for the
Arts begins with Mikhail Glinka’s Overture to the opera
Ruslan and Ludmilla. Composed between 1837 and 1842
and based on a poem by the great Russian writer Alexander
Pushkin, the opera has been a mainstay of the Bolshoi
Opera’s repertoire. Purchase tickets at
www.fairfaxsymphony.org.

Bicentennial Commemoration: War of 1812. 11 a.m. –
4 p.m. Historic Blenheim and the Civil War Interpretive
Center, 3610 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax. In commemoration
of the 200th anniversary of local Fairfax citizens’ military
role with the Virginia Militias in 1814, this event features a
living history encampment of the 60th Virginia Militia,
portrayals of local landowners, a village blacksmith, fencing
demonstrations; talks by historian Stuart Butler, author and
reporter Steve Vogel, historian Patrick O’Neill and period
music by musician/ musicologist David Hildebrand.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 21
 Keyboard Conversations with Jeffrey Siegal: Classics

Go Pop! 7 p.m. George Mason University’s Center for the
Arts, 4400 University Drive, Fairfax. Come join pianist
Jeffrey Siegal in his season opener at George Mason and
enjoy his concerts with commentary series. Admissions:
$24-$40. 888-945-2468.

City of Fairfax Library Friends Fall Children’s Book
Sale. 1 p.m. City of Fairfax Library, 10360 North Street,
Fairfax. Join the Friends of the City of Fairfax Regional
Library for the Fall Children’s Book Sale. Choose gently-
used books for children, for yourself or as gifts.

Train Show. 1-4 p.m. Fairfax Station Railroad Museum,
11200 Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax Station. Museum
members, free; adults 16 and over, $4; children 5-15, $2;
under 4, free.  A display of N gauge trains running.
Information on the museum and shows is at www.fairfax-
station.org or call phone 703-425-9225.

Dog Adoption. 12-4 p.m. Petco, Greenbriar Towncenter,
13053 Lee Jackson Memorial Highway, Fairfax.

Virginia Opera Children’s Program - The Empress
and the Nightingale. 2 p.m. Stacy C. Sherwood
Community Center, 3740 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax. The
Empress and the Nightingale is an adaptation of Hans
Christian Andersen’s classic children’s story of a small bird
sharing her gift of song with the ruler of China in ancient
times. With a cast of three performing original music, this
opera vividly teaches the value of music performed live
versus machine-made art.

MONDAY/SEPT. 22
Library Tech Help. 11 a.m. City of Fairfax Library, 10360

North Street, Fairfax. Get your library-related electronic
resource questions answered. includes help with eBooks
and compatible devices. Bring your library card, eBook
reader and laptop.

Crazy 8s Math Club. 4:30 p.m. City of Fairfax Library,
10360 North Street, Fairfax. Join Bedtime Math’s Crazy 8s,
where you’ll build stuff, run and jump, make music, make a
mess...it’s a totally new kind of math club.

Tales to Tails. 4:30 p.m. City of Fairfax Library, 10360 North
Street, Fairfax. Need practice reading? Read aloud to a
friendly, trained therapy dog. Ages 6-12.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 24
Bilingual Storytime. 4 p.m. City of Fairfax Library, 10360

North Street, Fairfax. Bilingual Storytime in English and
Spanish. Build your child’s early literacy skills while
enjoying stories, songs and activities. Age 3-5 with adult.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 25
 Preschool Storytime. 10:30 a.m. City of Fairfax Library,

10360 North Street, Fairfax. Build your child’s early literacy
skills while enjoying stories, songs and activities. Ages 3-5
with adult.

Tales to Tails. 4:30 p.m. City of Fairfax Library, 10360 North
Street, Fairfax. Need practice reading. Read aloud to a
friendly, trained therapy dog. Ages 6-12.

Library Tech Help. 6 p.m. City of Fairfax Library, 10360
North Street, Fairfax. Get your library-related electronic
resource questions answered. includes help with eBooks
and compatible devices.

Magazines with Zino. 7 p.m. City of Fairfax Library, 10360
North Street, Fairfax. Learn to use the library’s Zino digital
magazine collection where you can read (and keep) digital
editions of your favorite magazines.

My Gym-School Age. 4 p.m. Burke Center Library, 5935
Freds Oak Road, Burke. Develop  your  child’s large motor
skills, learn basic gymnastics and have fun! Presented by a
local My Gym instructor. Ages 6-12.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 26
 Rock the Block! #TGIFairfax. 6-9 p.m. Old Town Fairfax,

University Drive between North and Main Street, Fairfax.
Come celebrate the summer concert series and block party
in the heart of Fairfax with music by LEGGZ. 703-385-
7858.

Entertainment

Gloria Benedetto shares her tribute to the
animals she loves by using several tech-
niques of stippling or painting with inks,
pastels, acrylics and watercolor. View her
exhibit, “You’re Such An Animal,” at the
Workhouse Arts Center until Oct. 5.
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We invest in our children. We invest in our careers.
We even invest in the care of our cars!

But do we invest in our marriages?

When: Saturdays, Sept. 27th to Nov. 8th – 5:30pm to 8:30pm
Where: Truro Anglican Church, Fairfax
Cost: $130 per couple (incl. dinner, childcare, and materials)

Not sure? Come to The Marriage Course Taster Party on
Sept. 20th to see if it’s right for you.

Find out more at www.truroanglican.com/connect/marriage
Relax…You won’t have to share anything personal in a group!

132 Branch Road, S.E. • Vienna, VA
Visit www.maplewoodgrill.com for Specials

Maplewood Grill
Formerly Le Cunard, Family Owned & Operated

 703-281-0070

Live
Entertainment
Mon. thru Sat.

Oktoberfest Bier Dinner
Thursday September 25th at 7pm

Featuring Paulaner Bier
4 Bier,

3-course dinner

$60 per person
including
tax and tip

Meet and Greet, Paulaner Hefe-Weizen

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

MAYAN MYSTIQUE CRUISE,  Jan. 6 – 16.............................................................................$2599
Oceania Cruise Lines “Regatta”, 10 Nights Visiting Guatemala, Belize, Honduras, Mexico, Key
West, Cayman. Air from Dulles & many other USA Cities. All Meals, Entertainment, Taxes &
Gratuities!

CUBA!,   April 5-13......................................................................................................................$4949
Includes Air from Washington, 8 Nights Accommodations. All meals Except One,
Transfers/Porterage, Sightseeing, VISA Fee & Insurance.

CHRISTMAS CRUISE FROM BALTIMORE Dec. 19 – 27.......................................$769 plus tax
8-Nights Bahamas Cruise on RCCL’s “Grandeur of the Seas” with all Meals & Entertainment.
Transfers from Vienna to Baltimore Pier will be available.

Celebrating
our 50th

Year!

Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-969-1179

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

T
he City of Fairfax Old Town and Fairfax
Parks and Recreation Department hosted
an evening under the stars with music by
the Legacy Brass Quintet on Friday Sept. 12.

Terry Bradley of Fairfax, a retired Army officer, led
the Legacy Brass Quintet’s performance at the Plaza
Friday evening. Playing with Terry Bradley were his
two sons, Christopher on trombone and Daniel on
tuba. Also playing were Alan Cole on French horn,
Scott Firestone on trumpet and John Phillip Schmidt
on drums. All are members of the City of Fairfax Band
Association (www.fairfaxband.org). Bradley has been
playing music since he was 10 years old.

The City of Fairfax Old Town Plaza was filled with
couples and children enjoying the beautiful weather
while eating outside at the restaurants located at the
Old Town Plaza. Children danced as the band played
a number of hits.

In attendance were John and Kathy Flahive of
Fairfax. John Flahive is the President and CEO of the
City of Fairfax Band Association. According to him,
the City of Fairfax Parks and Recreation Department
sponsors the plaza concerts and the City of Fairfax
Band Association sends four or five ensembles to play
during the summer to help bring people together at
various City of Fairfax events. This year the City of
Fairfax Band will be celebrating its 45th anniversary.

Music and Food
Under the Stars at
Fairfax Old Town

Legacy Brass Quintet playing in Fairfax
Old Town Center.

Photos by Terrance Moran/The Connection

Legacy Brass Quintet by The Wine House.

Entertainment
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

F
irst-year Robinson football coach
Scott Vossler had a message for the
Rams entering Friday’s rivalry con-
test against Lake Braddock: It’s

time to beat an upper-echelon opponent.
Vossler, Robinson’s fourth head coach in

five seasons, has his sights set on returning
the once-powerful Rams to prominence,
and that includes knocking off the region’s
elite. Robinson started the year with victo-
ries against Lee and Woodson, programs
which combined for a 5-16 record in 2013.
The Rams won eight games and reached the
second round of the playoffs last season
when Vossler was the team’s defensive co-
ordinator, but Robinson went a combined
0-4 against Lake Braddock (12-1, reached
the region final four), Westfield (region
runner-up) and Centreville (state cham-
pion).

“We challenged them the other day about
beating a contender,” Vossler said. “The se-
niors really hadn’t done it yet. I’ve been here
for three, four years and every time we
played one of the powerhouses, we’ve lost.”

FRIDAY’S GAME started as a matchup of
2-0 teams. It ended with Vossler motioning
from the sideline for Robinson fans to in-
crease the decibel level of their celebration.

Robinson defeated Lake Braddock 19-17
on Sept. 12 at Lake Braddock Secondary
School in Burke. The Rams built a 19-0 lead
with a bruising running game and strong
defense before surviving a late Bruin rally.

Trailing 19-11, Lake Braddock quarter-
back Kyle Edwards threw to a wide-open
Evan Eschenburg for a 21-yard touchdown
with 1:08 remaining in the fourth quarter.
The Bruins’ two-point conversion attempt
failed, and Robinson recovered the ensu-
ing onside kick attempt to secure the vic-
tory.

“We’ve got kids that haven’t won big in a
while and they want it real bad,” Vossler
said. “… We had an opportunity here and
we went at it with everything we had.”

It was Robinson’s first victory over Lake
Braddock since 2011.

The Ram offense succeeded in traditional
Robinson style — lining up in the wing-T
and pounding out yards on the ground.
Running backs Marcus Denham, Sean
Foncha, Roman Lowery and Dajon Lee com-
bined for 51 carries, 252 yards and three
touchdowns.

“I thought we ran it well,” Vossler said.
“… [The Bruins] were loading up [the box].
We probably could have thrown it once or
twice but that’s not who we are. We think
when people put 11 in there, we’ve also got
11 in there and our 11 are better than
theirs.”

Denham, a 5-foot-10, 160-pound senior,
led the Robinson ground game with 20 car-
ries for 108 yards and a touchdown. He
scored on a 26-yard run with 1:39 remain-
ing in the second quarter, diving into the
end zone to give the Rams a 13-0 advan-
tage.

“Our mentality is Coach Vossler wants to
bring back the Rams’ tradition of being a

tough-nosed, physical, run-the-ball-down-
your-throat team,” Denham said, “and we’re
going to continue to do that until otherwise
shown that we have to change.”

Foncha, a 5-foot-10, 195-pound junior,
carried 13 times for 67 yards. Lowery, a 5-
foot-11, 185-pound sophomore, rushed 14
times for 62 yards and a score. Lowery’s 5-
yard touchdown run gave the Rams a 7-0
lead with 10:35 left in the second quarter.

Lee, a 6-foot-1, 195-pound junior, had
four carries for 15 yards and a touchdown.
His 3-yard scoring run gave the Rams their
largest lead of the night at 19-0 with 1:09
left in the third quarter.

Senior quarterback Jack Rowlett, a three-
year starter, completed his only pass attempt
for 22 yards to senior Davante Hicks.

The Robinson defense limited Lake
Braddock to just two first downs in the
opening half, including one resulting from
a pass interference penalty. The Rams forced
a turnover on downs at their own 36 late in
the first quarter, and Hicks intercepted
Edwards at the Robinson 22 late in the sec-

ond quarter.
“We thought our guys were pretty good

against [the] spread,” Vossler said. “We’re
pretty athletic, we’re a little smaller, we
think we match up well against that. Our
D-line gets after it. Our kids just played with
great effort, and when you do that, you
cover up mistakes.”

ROBINSON KEPT Lake Braddock off the
scoreboard until the final minute of the
third quarter. Facing second-and-10 at the
Lake Braddock 45-yard line, Edwards com-
pleted a deep pass to Eschenburg, who
fumbled into the end zone. A Lake Braddock
player recovered the loose ball for a touch-
down. A two-point conversion cut the
Robinson lead to 19-8.

Lake Braddock’s next possession started
at the Robinson 30 after forcing a turnover
on downs. The Rams kept the Bruins off the
scoreboard, however, forcing a turnover on
downs at the 10, thanks in part to a third-
down sack by sophomore linebacker Donnie
Warter.

Lake Braddock kicker Nicholas Bruhn
booted a 27-yard field goal with 2:50 re-
maining in the fourth quarter and the Bru-
ins added a late touchdown, but Robinson
held on for the win.

“We played amazing,” Robinson senior
linebacker Nick Roth said about the Rams
defense. “Donny Warter, sophomore, played
[the game of] his life.”

Lake Braddock’s Edwards completed 11
of 24 passes for 156 yards. Running back
Dejoun Lee carried eight times for 31 yards.
Senior receiver A.J. Alexander, who is com-
mitted to Ohio State, had four receptions
for 45 yards.

After winning three straight road games,
Robinson (3-0) will host Mount Vernon at
7:30 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 19. After three
straight home games, Lake Braddock (2-1)
will travel to face Westfield at 7:30 p.m.
Friday.

What did Friday’s victory mean to Vossler?
“It means the world,” he said. “I think it

gives us some credibility to what we’re do-
ing, that we can play smashmouth football
in 2014 when not many people do it any-
more, and we’re trying to continue that.”

Rams build 19-0 lead, hold on to beat "contender."

Robinson Football Improves to 3-0 with Win Over Rival Lake Braddock

Robinson running back Marcus Denham dives into the end zone for a
second-quarter touchdown against Lake Braddock on Sept. 12.

Robinson sophomore Roman Lowery carries the ball during the Rams’
19-17 win over Lake Braddock on Friday.

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

Multiple Robinson defenders wrap up Lake Braddock running back
Dejoun Lee on Friday.

Fairfax Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-752-4031 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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From Page 3

and children in poverty. We even
‘adopted’ families to help at the holi-
days.”

Gunston had an even-higher poverty
level but, said Cox, “It was a small-town
school where people took care of each
other. It was a great school.” While there,
she developed an early intervention pro-
gram for students not meeting grade-
level benchmarks in reading and math.
Also during her tenure, the achievement
gap was decreased in SOL reading and
mathematics scores for black and His-
panic children, plus students with dis-
abilities.

Then, from July 2012 until this July,
Cox coordinated FCPS’s pre-kindergarten
through grade 12 Office of Special Edu-
cation Instruction. “I’d always aspired to
work in the central office in special-ed so
I could make an even bigger impact, sys-
tem-wide,” she explained. “I felt I needed
a broader view of how FCPS operates,
and I knew that experience would make
me a better principal someday.”

In that position, she learned about the
resources available to principals. “Now I
know who specifically to call for advice,”
she said. “And I have a better perspective
on the students’ whole, K-12 experience and
how they’re prepared for each, new grade
level.”

At Laurel Ridge, said Cox, “We have the
Combined Services site for special-ed stu-
dents with challenging behaviors. So I feel
that my experience as a teacher and a prin-
cipal working with these kinds of kids will
be of value here.” However, she’s also look-
ing forward to working with different de-
mographics here and having a different ex-
perience than at her previous schools.

When she found out she got the
principal’s post, she was elated. “I was very
excited and happy,” said Cox. “Coming from
the central office, I was so happy to be back
with kids and families.”

“Mrs. Cox brings years of experience as a
principal and school administrator to the
table,” said PTA President Sandy Glotfelty.
“I look forward to building a lasting rela-
tionship with her at the wonderful commu-
nity of Laurel Ridge Elementary.”

She began July 1 and even worked with
Adams for a couple weeks. Before school
ended in June, Cox met with the faculty;
she later met with the teaching teams in
smaller groups. That way, she said, “I could
learn their priorities for their students and
for the school, such as major initiatives they
want to continue.”

Cox believes in doing “whatever it takes;
but I also know, if it’s not broken, don’t fix
it. I feel like my job as a principal is to serve
the community, staff, parents and students
here. I think this school is awesome and is
filled with nice, friendly and helpful people
– I love it.”

Regarding her leadership philosophy, she
said, “Some simple decisions are unilateral.
But I’m mostly collaborative and believe in
including staff in the leadership process to
help make decisions, look at our programs
and determine what course we need to
take.”

She said it’s her responsibility to make
sure teachers can advance professionally
and students continue to “grow, learn and
develop. People don’t work for me, they
work with me.”

At Laurel Ridge, said Cox, “I want to
listen and get a feel for what’s going on
and what are the school’s priorities. Prob-
ably the most critical thing we do in el-
ementary school is teach kids to read,
because it’s the key to unlocking under-
standing in all other areas.”

Calling Laurel Ridge a “high-perform-
ing school,” she said most students are
doing really well. So her initial focus will
be on “building relationships with the
staff, parents and students and getting
to know their strengths and challenges.”

Delighted when the school year finally
began, Cox said, “I loved seeing the kids
coming in. They were all excited and
were happy to see their friends.”

As the mother of a 17-year-old, high-
school senior, Cox said the toughest part
of her new job will be balancing her home
and work lives because “your first year
in a new school is pretty all-consuming.”
But she’s up for the challenge and eager
to do it. She’s looking forward to those
new relationships and seeing “student
and teacher growth, while ensuring that
the school always runs smoothly.”

Cox Named Principal at Laurel Ridge

News

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

J
ust 15, Paul VI sophomore LaDan
Nemati has a full plate. From No-
vember-February, she skates with
a synchronized skating team in

Delaware; and during the spring, summer
and early fall, she does solo ice dancing.

During July and August, the Clifton resi-
dent won five gold medals for solo ice danc-
ing in competitions in New Jersey, Delaware
and Pennsylvania. And this week, she’s in
Colorado Springs competing in the Solo Ice
Dance National Championship.

“I’m really excited to get to go there
again,” said Nemati. “I competed there last
year in just one event and came in second
in the whole country.”

Representing the Eastern Region – states
from Maine to Florida – she’s ranked as one
of the region’s top six skaters. She’ll com-
pete Thursday-Friday, Sept. 18-19; and if
she does well, she’ll vie on Saturday in the
final round.

But Nemati’s worked hard to reach this
point. She’s skated nine years, starting with
group and then private lessons, and hones
her skills constantly at Skatequest in Reston.

“During the summer, I practice every day
from about 8 a.m.-4 p.m.,” she said. “Dur-
ing the school year, I practice from 3:30-
5:30 p.m. every day and have synchro prac-
tices in Delaware on the weekends.”

NEMATI’S COMPETITIONS this summer
were against eight to 10 girls, each time,
and she represented the Washington Fig-
ure Skating Club. She trained hard for each
event and was surprised to have won so
many gold medals. But, she said, “I was
relieved to know all the hard work I put
into practicing and preparing for the com-
petitions paid off.”

To make it to Nationals, she was ranked
by U.S. Figure Skating. “You gain points
based on your placement in different com-
petitions,” she explained. “I finished first
overall in the Pre-Silver [level] Pattern
Dance Event – fox trot, European waltz and
14 Step [a march]. And I was second over-

all in the Intermediate Combined Event –
doing the fox trot or European waltz, plus
a solo free dance.”

Nemati and her coach choreographed the
free dance together; she skated to Michael
Buble’s version of Frank Sinatra’s “Come Fly
with Me.” At Nationals, she’ll be vying
against 18 other girls in both events, and
she can hardly wait.

“I really love the atmosphere; Colorado
Springs is so pretty,” she said. “And I’m look-
ing forward to making a bunch of new
friends and doing these dances one last
time. After Nationals, I’ll move up to a
higher level of competition. I’m feeling
pretty confident about qualifying for the fi-
nal round. I think that, if I skate like I usu-
ally do and believe in myself, I’ll hopefully
medal.”

However, said Nemati, the past few weeks
leading up to Nationals have been really
tough for her, with the pressure of prepar-
ing for the competition, starting school and

practicing for the upcoming synchronized-
skating season, all at the same time. “But I
enjoy competing at Nationals,” she said.
“And I love the feeling when all my hard
work pays off.”

Still, it’s difficult balancing skating with
schoolwork. “I have lots of homework,
which I do from 6:30-10:30 p.m.,” she said.
“But I’m trying to work faster and do it more
efficiently.” She’s currently considering a
career in law or as a nutritionist or an exer-
cise scientist, studying how the body func-
tions during exercise.

NEMATI’S ADVICE to budding, young ice
skaters is to keep trying and not give up.
“It’s hard at first and will feel like you’re
not getting anywhere,” she explained. “But
if you continue to practice and believe in
yourself, then someday you can achieve
your goals and even compete at the national
level, if that’s your dream. It all starts men-
tally – you just have to believe.”

Local girl competes in national
solo ice dancing championship.

‘You Just Have to Believe’

LaDan Nemati strikes
her ending pose in
her “Come Fly With
Me” free ice dance.

Photos Courtesy of LeDan Nemati

LaDan Nemati
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21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE

Route 1 Public Meetings on October 8 and 9
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation 
(DRPT) will host a third round of public meetings for the Route 
1 (Richmond Highway) Multimodal Transportation Alternatives 
Analysis on Wednesday, October 8, from 6-8 pm (presentation 
at 7) at Belmont Elementary School (751 Norwood Lane, 
Woodbridge) and Thursday, October 9, from 6-8 pm (presenta-
tion at 6:30) at the South County Government Center (8350 
Richmond Highway, Alexandria, VA). The public is invited to 
participate and learn the latest on this study to improve transit, 
bicycle, pedestrian, and vehicular travel along a 15-mile seg-
ment of Route 1 from Woodbridge to the Huntington Metro Sta-
tion. Project partners include Fairfax County, Prince William 
County, Virginia Department of Transportation, and the Office 
of Intermodal Planning and Investment. For more information, 
including public transit available to the meeting sites, visit 
route1multimodalaa.com or call 804-786-4440.
DRPT is committed to ensuring that no person is excluded 
from participation in or denied the benefits of its services on 
the basis of race, color or national origin, as protected by Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. For additional information on 
DRPT’s nondiscrimination policies and procedures or to file a 
complaint, please visit the website at www.drpt.virginia.gov or 
contact the Title VI Compliance Officer, Linda Balderson, 600 
E. Main Street, Suite 2102, Richmond, VA 23219.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

TAX NOTICE

CITY OF FAIRFAX

PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX

PAYMENTS ARE DUE

Personal Property tax bills have been mailed and are 
due

October 6, 2014

LATE PAYMENT PENALTY

To avoid a 10% late payment penalty and interest charges, payment

must be madein full in person or postmarked by close of business on 

October 6, 2014

Taxes may be paid in person Monday – Friday 
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Treasurer’s Office, Room 234, City Hall

IMPORTANT

Even if you do not receive a bill, 
you are responsible for paying personal property taxes on time.

For Additional Information, please call 703-385-7900

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

95.6K miles (white/minor dings). Runs great! 5-spd. Standard
Transmission; Sunroof; AM/FM/Cassette Deck/4 Speakers;
Power Side Mirrors; 1-yr. old tires; Pampered with Synthetic
Oil every 3 mos./3K mi. for 20 yrs; Fully Detailed; Price: $2K.

Call: 571/338-1576 or 703/222-4492 (Fairfax)

FOR SALE-1994 GEO PRIZM LSi

202 Domestic Auto 202 Domestic Auto

26 Antiques
We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

FFX, Middleridge 
Community Yard Sale
Sat, Sept 20, 7AM-1PM
123/Paynes Church and 

Zion/Kipp and Colton

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:
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703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
ClassifiedClassified

CLASSIFIED
NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
EmploymentEmployment

Forklift Operator
Potomac Valley Brick looking for

Experienced forklift operator
in Newington, VA.

Great benefits         Mon-Fri
Call Glen 703-647-6506

Pediatric Nurse PT

LPN/RN
in busy Pediatric office, Burke, VA. 

703-503-9100

The Fairfax
Is the largest Military Retirement Home in
Virginia. Located in the intersection of
Telegraph Road and Route One.
We are recruiting for the following
positions:
• HVAC Tech with CFC Certification &
Residential Split System Experience
Full Time/ Ability to work a flexible sched-
ule and Emergency On-Call
• Food and Beverage Servers
Part Time Flexible including holidays and
weekends.
Apply Online at http://sunrise-careers.com
Select City: Ft. Belvoir & State: Virginia
If you have any questions please email
Thefairfax.HRA@sunriseseniorliving.com

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Fall Special!

10% off

crescenthomeservices@gmail.com
www.crescenthomehandyman.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, complete

remodeling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-4338 N-VA

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

LANDSCAPING

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

www.connectionnewspapers.com

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg
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# 1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

Access the Realtors’ Multiple Listing Service: www.searchvirginia.listingbook.com

Burke $625,000
Classic Colonial. Spacious 5 BR, 3.5 BA with fin LL Rec
Room. Updated kitchen and baths with granite counters.
HW floor in Foyer, Kitchen & Breakfast Rooms.

Barbara Nowak 703-473-1803
Gerry Staudte 703-309-8948

Lorton $1,299,000
Potomac River waterfront property! Features include a geo-
thermal heating/cooling system, dock with water, power and
two 10,000lb boat lifts. Separate boat garage with electrical.
A boater’s dream!

Ngoc Do 703-798-2899

Centreville $539,900
Fabulous Colonial nestled on a richly wooded lot on quiet cul-de-
sac street. This beauty features remodeled kitchen w/all the bells
& whistles, Breakfast Rm offers space for huge table,1st floor FR
w/brick FP, Deck perfect for entertaining, MBR Bath remodeled
w/his & her sinks, ceramic shower & much more. Walk out LL
Family Room. Backs to wooded open common ground.

Sheila Adams 703-503-1895

Clifton $989,000
One of a kind, gorgeous Clifton property! Perfectly sited on 5
acre lot with pool! Welcoming wrap-around porch and main
level guest suite are just 2 of the many features!

Carol Hermandorfer 703-503-1812

Clifton $699,000
Light, bright raised rambler on gorgeous 5.5 acres. Gleaming
hardwoods, 2 fireplaces, beautiful updated Kitchen & more!
Property includes 6 stall barn.

Carol Hermandorfer 703-503-1812

Springfield $399,900
Updated 4 level single family home for the price of a town-
house. 3 bedrooms, 1 1/2 baths, carport and large yard.
Convenient to Fort Belvoir, VRE, Metro, I-95 and 495, shop-
ping & Accotink Park. Call for private showing.

Charles N. Shaw 703-989-7169

Lake Anna $1,299,000
Waterfront Luxury Home! 6 bedrooms, 6 baths, in ground
swimming pool, media room with fireplace, screened in porch,
beautiful family room with stone fireplace. Spa like master bed-
room. Work shop, tons of storage. Amazing Views!

Dana Isaacs 540-661-2166

Fairfax $550,000
Great outdoor & indoor space!

Comfortable Colonial with 4BR/2.5BA, gas fireplace, beautiful main
level ceramic tile flooring, hardwoods on UL, & remodeled kitchen.
A great slate patio, front porch with swing, & nice fully fenced back-
yard with over-sized shed add to the wonderful outdoor space. Plus,
new roof, vinyl siding, triple pane windows, new HVAC (gas heat)
and more! Close to schools with Metrobus on the corner.

Mary Hovland 703-946-1775
Cathy DeLoach 571-276-9421

Fairfax/Kings Park West $493,500
Lovely 4 bedroom home with garage. Wood floors. Updated
kitchen that opens to private patio. Living room with fire-
place. Family room opens to deck & hot tub. Large fenced
back yard. Fresh paint & carpet.

Judy Semler 703-503-1885

Clifton $658,000
Better than new! Shows like a model! Hardwoods on 2 levels,
9’ ceilings, chef’s granite and island kitchen! King sized master
suite, incredible fin LL w/man cave, bedroom and so much
more! Desirable North Clifton location – easy commute, great
schools, walk to shops, and 27 holes of golf close by!

Marsha Wolber 703-618-4397

Lorton $729,000
Beautifully renovated Cape Cod in Mason Neck with 4 bed-
rooms, 3 full baths, 2-car garage with upper level studio, water
view of the Potomac River, abundant outdoor living space, and
access to the community center, pier, beach and parkland.

Ngoc Do 703-798-2899

Fairfax $534,900
Looking for that perfect home?

Well...here it is! 4 Levels of perfection, 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths,
Updated Kitchen w/stainless steel appliances, granite,
Hardwd Floors, LL FR w/FP, Level 4 makes that perfect
media room.

Sheila Adams 703-503-1895

Clifton $499,000
Home is in the town of Clifton. Near all downtown shops &
restaurants. Updated kitchen, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths. Must
see inside for the “old and the new.” Call if you would like a
private showing.

Charles N. Shaw 703-989-7169

Burke Centre  $294,900
Great location within minutes of shopping, VRE Station and
community amenities. Three finished levels with walkout to
enclosed patio and featuring stainless appliances and granite
in the kitchen. Bright, light and airy end unit with open
floor plan and ample parking.

Ellie Wester 703-503-1880

Lake Anna  $649,900
Waterfront with Boathouse!  4 bedroom, 3 bath home with
open flowing floor plan, 2 fireplaces, screened porch, deck &
patio. Paved drive, 2 car garage, & shed. Close & flat to water.

Toni McQuair 703-795-2697

Fairfax $729,900
Stunning Colonial with Pool! George Mason Forest. Close to
GMU and Major Commuter Routes. Great Location! 4 BRs,
2.5 BAs. Updated Kitchen & Baths. New Carpet and Paint.
Hardwoods and much more!

John Astorino 703-503-1819

Fairfax $599,990
Stunning brick-front Basheer & Edgemoore luxury town-
home/condo with 2,949 square feet of living space, 3 bedrooms,
3.5 baths, 2-car garage and 3 level bump-outs. Conveniently
located to I-66, Fair Oaks Mall & Fairfax Corner.

Ngoc Do 703-798-2899

Fairfax $824,900
Lovely brick Colonial featuring 4 bedrooms (one on main level),
3 baths, 3 finished levels, updated gourmet kitchen, lower level
walkout. 40,200 sq ft lot on quiet cul-de-sac street.

Sheila Adams 703-503-1895

Gainesville $409,000
4 BR, 3 1/2 BA SF home with 2-Car Garage. 1st Floor hard-
woods, Ceramic tile Kitchen with SS Appliances. Fully fin-
ished LL with Rec Room, Full BA & Den. A must see!

Barbara Nowak 703-473-1803
Gerry Staudte 703-309-8948

Burke Centre $675,000
Just Listed! Beautifully updated Colonial, Gourmet Kitchen,
Hardwoods throughout main level. Spacious Master with
separate full bath. 3 additional BRs. Finished on all 3 levels.
Tiered deck over looking flat and private rear yard.

John Astorino 703-503-1819
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