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Seniors Making
a Difference

News, Page 3

Seniors Making
a Difference

Jay Coakley, founder of
Ellie’s Hats and Beverly
Kaminsky, member of the
knit and crochet club. They
all make the hats – but
Kaminsky has made, by far,
the most.

What Are You
Thankful for This
Thanksgiving?
Viewpoints, Page 8

Patient First Facility
Heading to Fairfax
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News

See Week,  Page 5

E
lectricity didn’t come to Burke
until 1928. That meant no one
could power strings of lights to

decorate Christmas trees; they had to use
real candles and assume the very real
fire hazard risk. Fortunately, fireproof
fake trees made of goose feathers or che-
nille had already been around since the
1880s.

Fairfax resident Linda Lau had such a
tree on hand as she led a program on
Victorian Christmas traditions for the
Burke Historical Society (BHS). Lau is
the BHS treasurer, a member of the Vic-
torian Society of Falls Church and au-
thor and primary researcher for several
books on the Victorian period including
“Nippon Dolls and Playthings” and “Vic-
torian Falls Church.”

A cozy crowd of roughly 40 gathered
Nov. 24 at the Abiding Presence Lutheran
Church in Burke to hear Lau discuss the
development of the Christmas tree and
Santa Claus. For example, the first ref-
erence to a “Christmas tree” was in 1531,
and Woolworth’s retail company was the
first American merchant to sell glass or-
naments. And they made a killing on the
then-status symbols.

One recurring theme was the light-

hearted, secular view of the winter holiday
in the 17th and early 18th centuries.

“People have this concept of Victorian
period people being uptight, rigid,” said
Lau. “But the evidence we have of their
Christmas celebrations doesn’t reflect that.”
Lau presented a slideshow with greeting
cards depicting Santa Claus delivering pre-
sents while riding a bike, driving a car.

“We see elements of whimsy, oddities,
whatever appealed to them, but no angels

or halos,” said Lau.
Mike Deloose of West Springfield

comes to meetings like this one because
of the well-curated link to local history.
“It’s about seeing what other people
thought would survive,” he said. “People
kept these things somewhere, and this
group tries to connect where we’re at to
the last century, and the century before.”

—Tim Peterson

Fairfax Resident Talks Victorian
Christmas at Burke Historical Society

Linda Lau of Fairfax (left) shows off her collection of Victorian Christ-
mas decorations and toys for Mike Deloose of West Springfield (cen-
ter) and others at the Nov. 23 meeting of the Burke Historical Society.
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R
etirement doesn’t mean slowing
down, at least not for the
women of the Little River Glen
Senior Center: Knit and Crochet

Club. The Club meets twice a week through-
out the year, making scarves, hats and even
some sweaters for themselves and their
families, but also to benefit others.

Their colorful wares were on sale at Little
River Glen’s annual Community Day last
Saturday. Proceeds, more than $1,000, will
go to the Veterans Administration: Commu-

nity Living Center. The Community Living
Center is a long-term care home for veter-
ans.  Chairman of the Fairfax County Board
of Supervisors, Sharon Bulova, was on hand
to enjoy the festivities and make sure she
got a warm hat to protect her in the com-
ing winter.

You haven’t missed your chance to pur-
chase their homemade hats and scarves for
yourself, your family and for holiday gifts.
Drop by the Little River Glen Senior Center
on Dec. 9 for their bake and homemade

goods sale. All proceeds from the LRG Knit
and Crochet Club will benefit the VA: Com-
munity Living Center.

The Club doesn’t limit itself to just one
project, they have teamed up with Jay
Coakley, ellieshats.org to make hats for chil-
dren with cancer. Club member Beverly
Kaminsky alone made 140 hats for Ellie’s
Hats this year.  There are 13 brick and mor-
tar senior centers in Fairfax County and two
more “centers without walls” that offer pro-
grams in multiple locations. Each of the

senior centers offer opportunities for seniors
who want to make a difference.

If you are interested in learning more
about the county’s senior centers check out
fairfaxcounty.gov/ncs. (http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ncs/). If you are in-
terested in volunteering at one of the se-
nior centers or any of their programs call
Volunteer Solutions at 703 324-5406.
(http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/
o l d e r a d u l t s e r v i c e s / v o l u n t e e r -
solutions.htm)

Jodey Wolcott, Theresa Golden, Michele Roscelli, Kathy Maenza (four of
the 15 or so members).

Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, Sharon
Bulova, got a warm hat to protect her in the coming winter.

Fairfax Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com

Seniors Making a Difference
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Police Seek Carjacker
F a i r f a x

County police
are looking for
the man who
carjacked a fe-
male Friday,
Nov. 7, in
Fairfax. The in-
cident occurred
around 9:50
p.m. in the 3000
block of Nutley
Street.

Police say the man approached the vic-
tim in a shopping center parking lot, drew
a handgun and forced her into her own ve-
hicle.

He then made her drive to nearby banks
to withdraw money. Finally, the man left the
vehicle at the New Carrollton Metro Sta-
tion. Detectives have a composite sketch of
the suspect.

He’s described as black, in his 20s, about
5 feet 10 inches, and walking with a limp.
Police are working with detectives from
Metro Transit police who are investigating
a similar case in their jurisdiction and be-
lieve the same person may be responsible
for both crimes.

Anyone with information is asked to con-
tact Crime solvers at 1-866-411-TIPS/8477,
e-mail www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org, text
“TIP187” plus a message to CRIMES/
274637 or call police at 703-691-2131.

Week in Fairfax

Suspect
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News

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

P
atient First is opening a
walk-in medical facility in
the City of Fairfax. It got
the go-ahead last Tuesday,

Nov. 18, from the Fairfax City Coun-
cil, following a public hearing.

According to Paul Nabti, senior
planner with the City, it’ll be 7,078
square feet and be no more than 29
feet high. It will be constructed at
10100 Fairfax Blvd., at the site of the
existing Sunoco gas station and
former 7-Eleven (now vacant) on the
corner of Fairfax Boulevard and Plan-
tation Parkway.

But first, the applicant, the Rebkee
Co., had to obtain from the City a spe-
cial-use permit for a medical-care fa-
cility in the C-2 Retail Commercial
District. Special-use permits are also
needed to allow access for a commer-
cial use within the Highway Corridor
Overlay District onto a local street
leading to a residential neighborhood.

Rebkee also requested a special-ex-
ception permit to have a smaller area

in front and
to disturb
land in a Re-
source Pro-
tection Area.
Details were
p r e s e n t e d
during two
City Council
work ses-
sions and,
again, last

week.
“[City] staff doesn’t see significant

problems with it,” said Nabti. “And the
applicant proffered to allow for an
inter-parcel connection to the Boule-
vard Marketplace Shopping Center.”

PATIENT FIRST offers both primary
care and urgent care. It currently has
55 medical centers in three states and
all of them are successful. This one
would have 12 examining rooms, of-
fices, an X-ray room, plus laboratory
and reception areas. It would be open
365 days a year, from 8 a.m.-10 p.m.,
and have 10-12 staff members there
at all times, including a physician.

Access to the facility would be via
one point each on Fairfax Boulevard
and Plantation Parkway. The use is
also expected to serve an average of
120 patients a day and generate much
less traffic than the gas station – which
planned to close up shop there, any-
way.

“This is a perfect site for this use,” said
attorney Sarah Hall, representing the ap-
plicant. “And it will be the first Patient First
in the City of Fairfax. We’re improving this
site tremendously by only having two en-
trances, instead of [the current] five, and
doing the inter-parcel connection. The utili-
ties will be underground and the amount
of impervious area in the Resource Protec-
tion Area will decrease tremendously. In-
stead, it will be planted with trees and
shrubbery.”

The building will go on a 1.2-acre site
and, said Hall, “There’ll be about a fourth
of the traffic that Sunoco had. And we’ll
dedicate 9,400 square feet to the city at the
rear of the building where the Snyder Trail
will be. We’ll have extensive and attractive
landscaping, and the building architecture
has been redesigned.

This will be a textbook example of a medi-
cal facility, and we met with 50-60 people
from [nearby] Mosby Woods, a few weeks
ago.”

Councilman Michael DeMarco asked what
came out of that meeting with the residents,
and Hall said the applicant was able to cor-
rect some misimpressions they had of Pa-
tient First and its plans there. “We can do
X-rays and physician care,” said Hall. “We’re
not just flu shots and a quick in-and-out.”

Various citizens spoke during the public
hearing, including Woo Suh, who said he’d
never use it. He said it should move to a
vacant lot elsewhere and noted that “over
400 people on Facebook signed a petition
against it.”

Alan Glenn was disappointed that the
Sunoco’s leaving and said additional traffic
would come from the Boulevard Market-
place cut-through. Yet Mosby Woods resi-
dent Robert Matthews said he saw no rea-
son to deny the application.

Attorney Steve Fox, who represents the
7-Eleven owner, said his client has been
looking for a viable use for it and was
“happy to find an option for the entire site.”

Since that store was vacant for two years,
it had been looted and vandalized. So, said
Fox, “Patient first will be good for the City
and I ask that it be approved.”

Resident Allen Griffith agreed. “With two
empty lots, my neighbors and I were con-
cerned – and the empty 7-Eleven is an eye-
sore,” he told the Council. “If this were not
to pass, there’d be another proposal that
could be less desirable. I think doctors and
nurses make good neighbors. They’re quiet,
they’ve reduced the number of curb cuts and
I think the cut-through will be mainly used
by Mosby Woods residents. I encourage you
to pass this.”

Besides all that, added Hall, “The removal
of the Sunoco station will also result in re-
moving its underground [gasoline] tanks,
which will be an environmental plus.” Re-
garding the inter-parcel access, Nabti said
it’s recommended by the City’s Comprehen-
sive Plan to improve connectivity and ac-
cess to businesses and reduce traffic on col-
lector roads. And it’s a condition of the Bou-

levard Marketplace contract that it be added
when that property is redeveloped.

LOCAL TRAFFIC will be improved, said
Nabti, because “Leaving just the last curb
cut open on Plantation Parkway will allow
nine cars to be stacked there, instead of two,
as currently.”

Councilman Jeff Greenfield then moved
to approve the Patient First, with Council-
man David Meyer seconding. Greenfield
was pleased with the building’s new design
and the applicant’s willingness to reduce its
number of signs from four to three. “This
will bring well-paying jobs to the City,” said
Greenfield. “And it will provide an option
for people not wanting to spend five or six
hours in a hospital emergency room.”

Councilwoman Ellie Schmidt noted that
the doctors and nurses will spend money
in Fairfax businesses and restaurants. And
Councilwoman Janice Miller said the plan
also “provides pedestrian access to a mail-
box and extensive landscaping.” And she
was pleased that the building façade will
be brick and concrete, instead of white
stucco as initially proposed.

Councilwoman Nancy Loftus said Patient
First adds a “valuable and appreciated busi-
ness to the City.” And DeMarco, who lives
in Mosby Woods, agreed. “By right, we
could potentially have a 15,000-square-foot
office building or a 12,000-square-foot re-
tail business there,” he said. “[But] this will
be a low-intensity use and a better use.”

He said the sidewalks will be widened to
5 feet and a modern, stormwater- runoff
method will be added.

“We all ran on a platform of economic
growth, and Patient First has an excellent
track record,” said DeMarco. “It’s never
closed a site in its 33-year history. There’ll
be 60 employees – about 33 or 34 full-time.
It’s appropriate for the Boulevard and I be-
lieve it’ll be an asset to the City.” The Coun-
cil members then voted unanimously to
approve it.

Patient First Facility Heading to Fairfax
Will also provide
inter-parcel access
to shopping center.

Artist’s
rendition of
the Patient
First medical
center
planned for
the City of
Fairfax.

Michael DeMarco

“Doctors and
nurses make
good
neighbors.”

— Allen Griffith,
Fairfax resident
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Come check out our
made-to-order sandwiches

and paninis – simply
amaaaaazing!

CATERING
From 1-20,000

Call for details
Advance Orders

Appreciated

GREAT HARVEST BREAD CO
6030-G BURKE COMMONS RD, BURKE

9000 S. LORTON STATION BLVD

703-249- 0044 B 703-372-2339 L

GREATHARVESTBURKE.COM

FACEBOOK.COM/BURKEGREATHARVEST.COM

FOR FAMILY, FRIENDS & CLIENTS
Custom, handcrafted, delicious gifts––
one of our popular selections, or
assemble your own! See our website
or call for more details.

Week in Fairfax

See Week,  Page 8

From Page 3

City Council
Meets Dec. 2

The Fairfax City Council will hold a work
session and special meeting on Tuesday,
Dec. 2, at 7 p.m., at City Hall, 10455
Armstrong St. in Fairfax.

Tickets for
Lunch with Santa

Ring in the winter holidays, Saturday,
Dec. 6, at the Festival of Lights and Carols
at the Stacy C. Sherwood Community Cen-
ter, 3740 Old Lee Hwy. in Fairfax. Children
10 and under may enjoy lunch with Santa
Claus at 11 a.m., noon and 1 p.m. that day.
Tickets are $8/child and are now on sale at
the Parks and Recreation Offices in City
Hall, at Sherwood Center and at Green
Acres Center or via www.fairfaxva.gov/
parksrec.

Festival of
Lights and Carols

The public is invited to enjoy live, holi-
day music while snacking on s’mores and
hot cider on the green in front of the
Sherwood Community Center. The free
event is Saturday, Dec. 6, from noon- 7 p.m.

Then at 7:30 p.m., the City of Fairfax

Commission on the Arts is sponsoring “A
Celtic Christmas with Síor-Óg. Cost is
adults, $5; children 12 and under, free. The
Sherwood Center ground will be a winter
wonderland throughout the holiday season,
with animated lights for all to enjoy through
Jan. 4. The sponsors are the Northern Vir-
ginia Regional Park Authority and the Bull
Run Festival of Lights.

Concert of
Holiday Music

The Main Street Community Band offers
a wintry mix of seasonal and holiday music
for the entire family. “Home for the Holi-
days” is set for Sunday, Dec. 7, at 4 p.m. at
Lanier Middle School, 3801 Jermantown
Road in Fairfax. Conducting is Geoffrey
Seffens.

Attendees are encouraged to bring a non-
perishable food item to benefit Food for
Others, which feeds Northern Virginia fami-
lies in need. For ticket information, go to
h t t p : / / f a i r f a x b a n d . o r g / s u p p o r t /
tickets.php.

Food Drives in
Fairfax

Our Daily Bread and Combined Proper-
ties are hosting Food Drives at Courthouse
Plaza in Fairfax City, every Saturday from
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By Joan Brady

“I
t’s my few happy memo-
ries that keep me going,”
a young woman who had

grown up in foster care told me a
few months ago.

To be honest, today I’m a little
foggy on exactly what her happy
memories even were. They weren’t
monumental experiences or
achievements. They were simply
moments in time when she felt
happy.

One was about being near the
water. Another, a meal eaten at a
particular restaurant. And another,
a time when she felt like she was
being heard. A small arsenal of
moments that she could dip into,
as needed.

I haven’t been able to stop think-
ing about that conversation. I grew
up with two loving parents. While
no childhood is perfect, I’d say
mine was pretty close. What I keep

stored away are my few unhappy
memories. Images I trot out when
I want to wallow in a little self-
pity.

But what if I could hang on to
just a few good memories. And
they had to be enough to keep me
moving forward, from making bad
choices, even from killing myself.
What would they be?

Well there was my nursery
school graduation. Every kid had

to stand up and perform in front
of the group of proud parents.
Painfully shy and paralyzed by the
very idea, I distinctly remember
my mother telling me that she had
spoken with my teacher and I
would be exempt from this par-
ticular torture. This one I’d keep
as a reminder that I have a mother
who had my back then and con-
tinues to now.

There was that beautiful spring

day that I walked with her down
the streets of New York City, proud
to be a recent college grad and
excited to be going on job inter-
views and looking for an apart-
ment. It would be good to hang
on to a reminder to appreciate ac-
complishments and to embrace the
next set of goals with enthusiasm.

There was the time a few years
ago that my sister and brothers
and I took a selfie. It was the first
image of just the four of us since
we were kids. There was some-
thing about that moment, enjoy-
ing each other’s company and rec-
ognizing, that no matter what,
these people could be counted on.
Yup, definitely a memory worth
hanging on to.

And maybe, one would be the
moment when I recognized how
lucky I am to have a treasure trove
of happy memories as deep and as
long as my life.

Joan Brady is a professional photogra-
pher; mentor and advocate for current and
former foster children; volunteer with
paws4People, Fairfax Families4Kids, and
others; and a resident of Great Falls. Reach
her at joan@joanbradyphotography.com

For some, memories of just a few happy moments
provide arsenal for enduring.

The importance
of happy memo-
ries: Joan Brady
in a selfie with
her siblings, the
first photo of
just the four of
them since
childhood.

Nurturing Happy Memories

Opinion

T
he holidays are about giving, and
giving thanks. The holidays are
about children and family. The holi-
days are about sharing, about joy.

The holidays are about being thankful
and about faith and appreciation. The
holidays are about alleviating suffer-
ing for others.

Surrounded by the bounty in so many neigh-
borhoods in Northern Virginia, many of us see
little signs of the massive unmet needs here.
But in Fairfax County Public Schools, more than
52,000 of the students are poor enough to re-

ceive free or subsidized meals, a significant
measure of poverty.

In Arlington more than 32 percent of the stu-
dents are poor enough to receive free or subsi-

dized meals; that’s 7,452 students at
last count.

In Alexandria, 8,582 students are
poor enough to receive free or subsi-

dized meals.  That’s 60 percent of the 14,222
students enrolled.

These are children who are living in fami-
lies who may be on the brink of homelessness,
families who must choose between medical

bills, car repair, heat and food. These are chil-
dren who may not be sure that they will have
a meal between the meals they get in school.
School holidays can bring uncertainty and hun-
ger, a far cry from the celebrations, gifts and
plenty that we associate with Thanksgiving and
Christmas.

Hundreds of homeless students attend the
public schools, and their needs are greater.

There are literally hundreds, probably thou-
sands, of ways to give locally this season. Here
are a few ideas. We will rerun this list again
during the holiday, so let us know what we
have missed.

 — Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Give thanks and share; tens of thousands of
families around us are in need.

Holidays Are About Giving

Editorial

Where to Give Locally
In no particular order:
❖ Our Daily Bread — has been serving needy

families in Fairfax County for 25 years. The Holiday
Program helps those in need with food for the
holidays and gifts for their children, making last
year’s holiday season brighter for approximately
3,000 families. For more information on their
holiday programs, including how to sponsor a
family, go to www.odbfairfax.com/holiday

❖ FACETS helps parents, their children and
individuals who suffer the effects of poverty in the
Fairfax area. FACETS is always in need of
volunteers, and offers a variety of one-time and
ongoing opportunities. 703-865-4251 or
volunteer@facetscares.org. www.facetscares.org.
10640 Page Avenue, Suite 300, Fairfax VA 22030

❖ Fairfax City Area FISH (For Immediate
Sympathetic Help), working with the Office of
Coordinated Services Planning, Fairfax County

Department of Human Services, FISH helps local
citizens who are in temporary need of life’s basic
necessities such as food, clothing, and financial
assistance for rent, mortgage payments, utilities,
and medical treatments. FISH also provides limited
transportation for doctor appointments and food
delivery. 703-222-0880 http://fairfaxfish.org/

❖ Lamb Center, www.thelambcenter.org, Day
center for homeless, Fairfax 703-691-3178

❖ Food for Others distributed more than 2.4
million pounds of free food to families in need in
Northern Virginia in the year ending June 30, 2012,
The non-profit provides a safety net for people who
suddenly face unforeseen emergencies such as a
family illness or the loss of a job or a spouse.
Located at 2938 Prosperity Ave., Fairfax, VA 22031,
703-207-9173. www.foodforothers.com

❖ Ecumenical Community Helping Others
(ECHO), 703-569-9160. Open to receive donations
at 7205 Old Keene Mill Road, Springfield. Provides

food and financial assistance to those in short-term
emergencies, and provides clothing and household
goods to low income families, helping more than
5,000 people last year. www.echo-inc.org.

❖ Lorton Community Action Center operates the
Act ll Thrift Shop at 9506 Richmond Highway,
Lorton. Sales from the shop generate funds for
LCAC and clients also shop there. Now collecting
gift cards and food baskets for Thanksgiving, gifts
and food baskets for Christmas, and warm coats.
703-339-8611 www.lortonaction.org.

❖ 12 Ways of Giving: Fairfax County Office of
Public Private Partnerships “12 Ways of Giving”
campaign is an annual event that showcases many
ways for meaningful, local giving during the holiday
season, highlighting nonprofits in Fairfax County.
www.fairfaxcountypartnerships.org

❖ National Capital Food Bank, 6833 Hill Park
Drive, Lorton, serving all of Northern Virginia, 703-
541-3063. www.capitalareafoodbank.org
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USA Financial Planning Partners
10640 Main Street, Suite 203
Fairfax, VA 22030
703-821-7676

It’s vital to plan carefully for your financial future. But, as in climbing a
mountain, you also need an effective strategy to get back down safely.

Call 1-800-560-0218
www.my-wealth-summit.com

At this seminar, there are NO slick sales presentations.
Just sensible information about financial strategies.

Class space is limited. FREE REFRESHMENTS SERVED.
Reservations Required.

$50 tuition WAIVED for Connection readers: Use code CP1411.

• Thursday, December 4 at 7 pm
• Saturday, December 6 at 10 am
• Tuesday, December 9 at 7 pm

Attend one of our
FREE My Wealth

Summit seminars

University Mall Theatres
located at University Mall, Fairfax (273-7111)

Route 123 & Braddock Road, Lower Level

Holiday

Hoopla!!
December 1st – December 21th, 2014

FREE!
20 oz. Soda
with purchase of

Large
Popcorn*

WOW!
The famous combo

for only

3

33

3 3

* With coupon, not valid with any other offer, one per person per visit.

2 Admissions, Large
Popcorn, 2 Med. Sodas!

With this Coupon.
 Good

 12/01-12/21/14

FREE!
1 Admission

with purchase of
1 Adult

Admission*
NOT VALID ON TUESDAY

With this Coupon.
 Good

12/01-12/21/14

With this Coupon.
 Good

12/01-12/21/14

 $  15        (save $6.00)
00*

FS FS FS

Letter

To the Editor:
Old Town Fairfax is a relatively “untapped jewel”—

why don’t many think of it as a destination? It’s prob-
ably because there is not enough attention focused
on it, and all of the things it has to offer-from new
shops and restaurants, to antiques and art! People I
run into in some of the great shops just “happen” to
stumble upon Old Town—when asked about it, they
often reply “I drive through here a lot on Main Street,
but never realized all of the things it has to offer, so
never actually stopped to investigate!”

Old Town Fairfax features great restaurants with a
variety of cuisines for a quick bite, or fine dining,
i.e.: Thai, Indian, Moroccan, Vietnamese, Lebanese,
Chinese, Italian, American, Irish, French, Southwest
Mexican, a Deli, a new coffee shop & bakery, the
delicious Victoria’s Cakery, a new creperie set to open
just after Thanksgiving, etc——not just the familiar
“chains”—these are all owned and operated by local
people. Check out the new Spice & Tea shop—brew-
ing a variety of special teas, and offering unusual
spices from around the world, the comic book store
with a gaming section, a quilting shop for lessons
and supplies, a paint-your-own pottery shop, a T-Shirt
factory that designs and ships all over the country, a
shop specializing in home décor,  all set either in—
or amidst- old, historic buildings, courthouses, mu-
seums, and the list goes on— and you must check
out Hollie-Robb Antiques & Gallery—this great little
gem features ever-changing items, from lovely fur-
niture (how about an 8 foot ornate mirror -with prov-
enance-that originally hung in the Parlor at Oak Hill,
home of James Monroe, or a Chestnut table, period

Asian pieces—a plethora of vastly different antique
& decorative items, and a special collection of framed
old and new oil paintings, prints, and engravings—
all with great provenance. Be sure to look for
“Pandora,” the Shop dog, soon to begin her very own
blog. Learn about the future plans of Old Town
Fairfax from Richard “Rick” Dixon, of the Richard O.
Dickson Company, a long-time leading force behind
putting Old Town Fairfax on the map as a destina-
tion and not just a drive-through—you can often lo-
cate him at the Hollie-Robb Shop, or in his offices
above the East Wind Restaurant—be sure to ask him
about the exciting shops that will be arriving on the
scene very shortly—and be sure to check out the fes-
tive holiday happenings in Old Town.

Linda Cunnnigham
Fairfax

Holidays in Old Town Fairfax

Write
The Connection welcomes views on any public issue.
The deadline for all material is noon Friday. Letters

must be signed. Include home address and home
and business numbers. Letters are routinely edited
for libel, grammar, good taste and factual errors.

Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection

1606 King St., Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail: fairfax@connectionnewspapers.com

HUMANE SOCIETY OF FAIRFAX COUNTY
Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3 • 703-385-PETS

Adoptions: By appointment only. • www.hsfc.org

THIS IS “JASMINE”
You will have to search far and wide to find a
pooch who’s as sweet as Jasmine. This American
Staffordshire and Boxer mix is a total lover girl.
She’s 5 years young, very well behaved, keeps an
impeccable kennel and is past the terrible twos,
though she still loves a great game of fetch or any
other game she can con you into playing. She
would prefer to be the only dog, but only because
other dogs scare her. Jasmine is not only a
sweetie pie, she’s also very beautiful and has a
short coat of brown and white, a black muzzle
and dainty white socks. You must meet Jasmine
and see exactly why we say, “to know her is to
totally love her!” Get ready
to fall in LOVE!
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Viewpoints

What Are You Thankful for
This Thanksgiving?

Photos by Tim Peterson/The Connection

— Tim Peterson

Margaret Colby of Burke, fourth grade at
Fairview Elementary School:

“I’m thankful for food, because it’s yummy.”

Emma Lundy of Burke, first grade at Terra
Centre Elementary School:

“I’m thankful for my family, God and my swim
coaches. My family loves me and they take care of
me.”

Natalie Sullivan of Lorton, freshman at
South County High School:

“I’m thankful for my alarm clock; I don’t know how
I’d wake up without it. And my parents, without them
I wouldn’t have a home and everything I need. And
my teachers, they supply me with knowledge.”

Tom Verdin of Springfield:
“I’m thankful for my family, my relative health and

my eighth grade Civics students at South County
Middle School.”

Minah (left) and
Jo Hee Sisco (right)
of Fairfax, Minah in
third grade at
White Oaks El-
ementary School:

“I’m thankful for my
family because they
take care of me,” said
Minah.

“I’m thankful be-
cause everyone is
healthy in the family,”
said Jo Hee.

From left, rear row - Lexi Rhem, Cayli Dobbs, Roxy King, James Woods,
Ben Cherington, Brian Perry, Samantha Horning, Kylie Levy, and Madison
Thornton (the MSA cast and director of ‘I Never Saw Another Butterfly.’)

Ben Cherington of Burke and Kylie
Levy of Fairfax, Metropolitan
School of the Arts students.

Area Students Recog-
nized for All-Star Cast

B
en Cherington and Kylie Levy of Met-
ropolitan School of the Arts (MSA)
Performing Arts Academy of Lorton,

and Alexandria were recently recognized for
All-Star Cast by the Virginia Theatre Asso-
ciation Conference for their performances
in “I Never Saw Another Butterfly.” This was
the first time Metropolitan School of the
Arts had participated in the conference.
Cherington, an 11th grader from Burke, and
Levy, a 10th grader from Fairfax, are students
at Metropolitan School of the Arts.

Metropolitan School of the Arts (MSA)
also earned the 2014 Virginia Theatre As-
sociation Conference award for Best Cos-
tume Design and was recognized for Stag-
ing, as well as received an honorable men-
tion for Best Play, “I Never Saw Another
Butterfly.”

“We’re so proud of our students and ap-
preciate the accolades from the Virginia
Theatre Association,” said Melissa Dobbs,
president and founder of Metropolitan
School of the Arts of Lorton and Alexan-
dria. “We appreciate the support from our

MSA families that have helped our perform-
ers be the best they can,” said Dobbs.

For more information, go to
www.metropolitanarts.org.

Week in Fairfax
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From Page 5

now through Dec. 13, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m, at 10382 Willard Way. A different Fairfax
County nonprofit will collect donations of non-perishable food and supplies or grocery
gift cards to help feed individuals and families in need during the holiday season.

Organizations that’ll benefit from the drives include: FACETS, Marshall Road Elemen-
tary Food4Thought Program (weekend food backpacks), Koinonia Foundation, Our Daily
Bread, Cunningham Park Elementary School Weekend Backpack Program, Lorton Com-
munity Action Center and James Mott Community Assistance Program.

For information, visit www.ODBFairfax.org or contact 703-273-8829 or
info@ODBFairfax.org.

Donate New Children’s Coats
The City of Fairfax Professional Firefighters and Paramedic Local 2702 and the City of

Fairfax Fire Department have partnered with Operation Warm to provide brand-new,
American-made, winter coats for local children in need.

Not to be confused with a coat collection drive, this program is centered on only new
coats and jackets. Bring donations of new coats and jackets to Fire Station 3 at 4081
University Drive in Fairfax. For more information, go to www.operationwarm.org/
fairfaxcity.
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You are invited to a FREE Concert with

THE CATHEDRAL BRASS

Living Savior Lutheran Church,
5500 Ox Road, Fairfax Station, VA 22039
703-352-1421 • www.livingsaviorlutheran.org

featuring Antonio
DiLorenzo’s “Twas the
Night Before Christmas,”
narrated by Alan Cole,
with a special
appearance by
Saint Nick himself!

Saturday, December 6,
6:30-7:30 P.M.
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Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

www.cravensnursery.com
Visit our new Web site:

➠

Follow
us:

50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery

606060

Bulk
Mulch

$24.99 cu. yd.

Bagged,
Shredded
Hardwood

Mulch $3.49

Free
Estimates

Free
Estimates

Patios, Walkways,
Retaining Walls,
Landscaping &
so much more!

Rare, Hardy Bonsai
Kingsville Boxwood

25% OFF

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Holiday Greens
and Poinsettias
Holiday Greens
and Poinsettias

Just Arrived!Just Arrived!

FR
EE

 Fi
ll

$29.99

   Playground Chips
& Organic Compost

cu. yd.

Patios, Walkways,
Retaining Walls,
Landscaping &
so much more!

Patios, Walkways,
Retaining Walls,
Landscaping &
so much more!

Now’s A Great Time for
Your Landscape Project!
Now’s A Great Time for
Your Landscape Project!
Now’s A Great Time for
Your Landscape Project!
Now’s A Great Time for
Your Landscape Project!

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

I
n over 20 years as manager
of Burke Lake Park, Charlie
Reagle has seen a lot of
benches installed. So many

in fact that he’s running out of
water view locations. And though
many people choose to honor de-
ceased family members with a
bench, he’s had plenty donated in
tribute to the living. One pair of
sisters gave a bench as a birthday
gift to their mother; it had two
plaques, one of which was at
ground level so the mother’s dog
could see it.

“Each one, working with a do-
nor, I know the story with it,” said
Reagle. “Going out, going around
the trail, you wind up spending
several hours with them over this
whole time.”

While water view space may be
drying up at Burke Lake, there are
plenty of scenic plots available
throughout the 420-odd parks
around Fairfax County. And there’s
a collaborative effort underway to
help populate that with tax-deduct-
ible gifts. It’s part of the county’s
Office of Public Private Partner-
ships (OP3) “12 Ways of Giving”
initiative.

In this instance, citizens can do-
nate a new bench (around $2,000
for the installation), adopt an ex-
isting bench with a plaque ($800)
or have a two-to-three-inch-calibre
landscape tree planted. The dona-
tions to the parks go through the
nonprofit Fairfax County Park
Foundation. OP3 is encouraging
the public to help address civic is-
sues by making charitable dona-
tions as gifts.

“The idea is it’s to be very easy,
very engaging,” said Wendy
Lemieux, a spokesperson with
OP3. A single web page is a portal
to donate to 12 different organi-
zations that each satisfy a county
goal for the environment, educa-
tion, animals or domestic violence.

“As you dive deeper, you can get
involved and knock someone off
your Christmas list as well,”
Lemieux said.

Charitable giving has become a
major factor in the economy: “Do-
nations, in the country as a whole,
are now a $335 billion enterprise,”
said Alan Abramson, director of the
GMU Center for Nonprofit Man-
agement, Philanthropy and Policy.

He cited the latest report from Giv-
ing USA, a semi-annual public ser-
vice analysis.

Abramson attributes a gain in
giving over the past several years
in part to the regrowth of the
economy, but that it’s also “a cre-
ative time for giving,” he said.
“With more online giving, more
people are thinking about loans
instead of gifts. These are new cre-
ative approaches to engage people
in helping.”

Which is where 12 Ways comes
in. Now in its fourth year linking
citizens with nonprofits and
county-wide issues like disadvan-
taged students from minority
groups underperforming in
schools, the gift-giving angle is
paying off. “We’ve seen groups
have up to a 150 percent increase
in giving,” said Lemieux.

“We’ve come to realize that ad-
dressing social problems is not just
going to be government’s respon-
sibility,” said Abramson. “We need
all sectors, individuals, families
and communities coming together
if we’re going to get something
done.”

To learn more about the nearly
500 nonprofits registered in North-
ern Virginia, visit
www.connectnorthernvirginia.org.

Opportunities
to Help

*Our Daily Bread has been
contracted by Fairfax County to
provide holiday assistance with
half of the 3,000 referrals of fami-
lies in need from county social
workers.

Gift: $50 donation for gift cards
for clients or adopt a family.

“It’s an opportunity to connect
people with people,” said ODB ex-
ecutive director Lisa Whetzel,
“neighbors to neighbors. You see
there are people who live around
the corner that are living without
a lot of the amenities that they live
with. It’s eye-opening.”

❖ REFOREST FAIRFAX AND
FAIRFAX RELEAF project to
plant trees that maintain canopy
cover around the county, help with
stormwater management and soil
retention. The project is respon-
sible for many of the trees along
the Fairfax County Parkway, as well
as a big replanting after construc-

tion at Bonnie Brae Elementary
School.

Gift: $35 donation for multiple
native trees in a group planting
somewhere in the county.

“Eighty percent plantable space
is on private land in Fairfax

County,” said Jim McGlone, urban
forest conservationist of the Vir-
ginia Department of Forestry. “Try-
ing to expand or improve the cov-
erage, we really have to engage the
public and get individuals planting
trees.”

❖ FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK
FOUNDATION

Gift: $2,000 for a new bench or
$800 to adopt an existing bench;
$1,000 for a new tree donation or
$500 to adopt.

“It does keep on giving,” said
Roberta Longworth, executive di-
rector of the Park Foundation. “Our
wooden benches are guaranteed
for five years and steel for ten.”

❖ FRIENDS OF FAIRFAX
COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER

Gift: Donations of various sizes
help with surgeries, medication,
collars, tags and the microchip pro-
gram.

“It’s an open access shelter that
takes in every animal that comes
to the door,” said Kristen Auerbach,
a spokesperson for the Fairfax

County Animal Shelter. Annually,
that number is about 5,000 dogs,
cats, reptiles and other furry crea-
tures. “It’s the largest jurisdiction
in the United States with a place-
ment rate above 90 percent. We’re
about 95 percent this year.”

❖ FAIRFAX LIBRARY FOUN-
DATION

Gift: Add a book to a specific
library’s collection, such as the Ri-
chard Byrd location, through their
Amazon wish list and put the gift
recipient’s name first on the list to
check it out.

“They’re supporting the commu-
nity overall, based on their inter-
ests,” said Susan Harman, execu-
tive director of the Fairfax Library
Foundation. “That’s helpful, and
they can do it from their desktop.”

❖ COLLECT FOR KIDS: a con-
sortium of nonprofits, for-profits
and county agencies working to
make sure all students start school
with the necessary supplies. Fairfax
County has about 50,000 students
that qualify to receive free or re-
duced meals. Collect For Kids
reached three-fifths of those this
year.

Gift: Donations of various sizes
help with the bulk purchase of
backpacks, pencils, pens, scissors,
etc.

“When do you start to think
about back to school stuff?” said
Jay Garant, Fairfax County Public
Schools coordinator of business
and community partnerships.
“We’ve already bought things at
that point, so moving the donation
point to December would be great
for us.”

❖ FIREFIGHTERS AND
FRIENDS TO THE RESCUE:
works with churches, shelters and
schools to provide toys, coats and
shoes to children. Fifteen years
ago, the organization helped 50
kids; today they reach over 3,000
in a single donation event, usually
held at Fire Station 11 in Alexan-
dria.

Gift: Donations of various sizes
help purchase toys, bicycles and
coats for children for the holidays.

“With 180 schools in the county,
50 to 70 are coming to us,” said
Captain II Willie Bailey with the
Fairfax Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment. “And one out of four kids liv-
ing below the poverty line, that’s a
big need. The station looks like
Toys ‘R’ Us for a few hours.”

❖ DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SER-
VICES: working with the non-
profit A Way Forward to provide
basic house and emergency needs
for people leaving shelters to start
new homes. The county has offices
in 11 locations, including the South
County Human Services building.

Gift: Donations of various sizes
help purchase goods like bed in a
bag, kitchen in a bag, door locks,
mattresses, as well as holiday-spe-
cific items like toys, games and
books.

“We’re raising funds to give fami-
lies the extras they just don’t have
the money or resources to provide
during the holiday season,” said
Sandy Bromley, Fairfax County-
wide domestic violence coordina-
tor, “give victims the chance to re-
ally celebrate the holidays.”

For the complete 12 Ways of Giv-
ing nonprofit list and donation
portal, visit http://
www.fairfaxcountypartnerships.org/
enews/Ways_to_give_1214.html.

Proof of Purchase
County-wide nonprofits offer gift
ideas and civic engagement.

Community

Photo courtesy of Sandy Bromley

Ina Fernández, director of the Fairfax County Office for
Women & Domestic and Sexual Violence Services and
Fairfax County Police Department Chief Edwin Roessler
were at the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors meeting
Sept. 23 for the declaration of October as Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month.

Photo courtesy of Elliott Rubino

Captain II Willie Bailey (left), Erin McMullin with Opera-
tion Warm (center) and Niko Chakos with FOCUS North
America (right) distributed 2,200 pair of shoes and 2,000
coats Oct. 28 at Fire Station 11 with Firefighters and
Friends to the Rescue.

Photo contributed

Our Daily Bread volunteers fill food crates at the Complete
the Circle collection and distribution event held at Fairfax
High School Nov. 9.

Photo contributed

Kay Fowler, executive director of Fairfax ReLeaf, plants a
tree at South Run Park.

Photo courtesy of Fairfax County Park Foundation

Michelle Opdahl (left), Kalle (center) and
Tom Bowser (right) enjoy time on a bench
at Burke Lake Park.

Photo courtesy of the Fairfax Animal Shelter

Annie Duer’s family is currently fostering
Sweet Jane through the Fairfax Animal
Shelter. Sweet Jane has been waiting more
than six months for a “forever home.”
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See Calendar,  Page 13

THROUGH WEDNESDAY/DEC. 31
War on the Doorstep: Fairfax

Militia in the War of 1812.
Exhibition. The Civil War Interpretive
Center at Historic Blenheim, 3610
Old Lee Highway. Open Tue.-Sat. 10
a.m.-3 p.m. Free tours at 1 p.m. 703-
591-0560.

THROUGH SUNDAY/FEB. 8, 2015
Dressing for the Occasion: An

Exhibition of Costumes and
Textiles Representing Fairfax
Personalities and Events.
Exhibition. Fairfax Museum & Visitor
Center, 10209 Main Stree, Fairfax.
Open daily 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 703-385-
8414.

THURSDAY/NOV. 27
Thanksgiving Day Church Service.

11 a.m. Christian Science Church,
3725 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax. Bring
family, kids, and friends

(before feast and football games) for
Bible readings, music, and sharing
stories of gratitude and healing.
www.thinkdifferentlyfairfax.com

Thanksgiving at Trummer’s. 7134
Main Street, Clifton. Chef Austin
Fausett is serving some traditional
and some non-traditional fare for a
fabulous Thanksgiving feast. Three
Courses for $64. Children 12 and
under $32.

FRIDAY/NOV. 28
Black Friday Holiday Celebration

at the Workhouse. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Workhouse Arts Center, 9518
Workhouse Way, Lorton. Explore the
artwork of nearly 100 artists, join in
interactive demonstrations and find
that perfect gift while supporting
local artists. Festivities will also
include Doughnuts with Santa, fine-
art projects for children, and holiday
music and theatrical performances
throughout the day. Free. 703-584-
2900. www.workhousearts.org.

SATURDAY/NOV. 29
Small Business Saturday and Tree

Lighting. Tree lighting at 5 p.m.
Mosaic District, 2910 District Avenue,
Fairfax. Get a head-start on holiday
shopping at a mix of small, local
retailers, then stay for Mosaic’s
holiday tree lighting and sing-along
in Strawberry Park.
www.mosaicdistrict.com.

Seraphic Fire Christmas: Carols by
Candlelight. 8 p.m. GMU Center
for the Arts, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. Tickets: $30-$50. Begin
celebrating the holiday season with
this revered a cappella ensemble.
This critically acclaimed group comes
to the Center for the first time to
present a dazzling holiday
performance — a candlelight
Christmas concert with a popular mix

of Gregorian chant, carols, motets,
and contemporary favorites.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/NOV. 29-30
“The Nutcracker.” Saturday: 2 & 7

p.m. Sunday: 2 p.m. Woodson High
School, 9525 Main Street, Fairfax.
Members of the Fairfax Ballet’s
Company, along with students from
the Russell School of Ballet and
special guest artists from around the
world, will dance to Tchaikovsky’s
opulent holiday masterwork. Group
discounts are available for qualifying
organizations with 10 or more
guests. Email
events@fairfaxballet.com or call 703-
439-9788 for more information.
Tickets are available for purchase at
http://
fairfaxnutcracker2014.brownpapertickets.com/
. Tickets will also be available at the
door beginning one hour before each
show.

SUNDAY/NOV. 30
Family Advent Celebration. 4 -5:30

p.m. Burke United Methodist Church,
6200 Burke Centre Parkway, Burke.
Make crafts, decorate cookies, and
more. Free admission.

MONDAY/DEC. 1
Children’s Performance Series:

Mr. Skip. 10:30 a.m. Old Town
Hall, 3999 University Drive, Fairfax.
Start the week off with Mr. Skip, who
is all about music and movement,
sings original and classic kids songs
like Old MacDonald to the 5 and
under crowd. He gets the kids off
their seats and moving. Free but
donations are accepted. 703-385-
2712.

TUESDAY-WEDNESDAY/DEC. 2-3
Tiny Tots Concert. Tuesday: 10 a.m.

and 7 p.m. Wednesday: 7 p.m. The
Robert E. Lee High School Band and
Drama Department announce their
annual Tiny Tots Concert featuring
favorite children’s characters.
Reservations are required for the
morning performances but not for
the evening performance. Admission
is $2. For information or reservations
call 703-971-2229 or email the Lee
High School Band at
LeeHSBand_TinyTots@yahoo.com.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/DEC. 5-6
Norwegian Holiday Festival. Friday:

10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Saturday: 9 a.m. - 4
p.m. Christ Lutheran Church, 3810
Meredith Drive, Fairfax. The 44th
Annual Holiday Festival features
Norway’s cooking, culture and cool
buys. Seven local traditional Nordic

Entertainment

Send notes to the Connection at south@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-778-
9416. The deadline is the Friday prior to the next paper’s publication. Dated
announcements should be submitted at least two weeks prior to the event.

Bring your family along to watch Tchaikovsky’s opulent
holiday masterwork, “The Nutcracker,” on Nov. 29-30 at
Woodson High School in Fairfax.

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

A
 holiday classic comes to life in an inti-
mate, dinner-theater setting when the
City of Fairfax Theatre Co. and Truro
Anglican Church present “A Christmas

Carol.” Guided by the ghosts of Christmas Past,
Present and Future, Ebenezer Scrooge will take a
journey leading to his transformation and redemp-
tion.

Show times are Thursday, Dec. 4, at 7:30 p.m.,
with 6:30 p.m. dinner; Saturday, Dec. 6, at 10 a.m.
and 7:30 p.m. with 6:30 p.m. dinner (limited avail-
ability); and Sunday, Dec. 7, at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $10, adults; $5, students, via
www.fairfaxcitytheatre.org, and $15 and $10, re-
spectively, at the door. Dinner shows are $25/
ticket, either way. (A special, $20 family package
is offered for the Dec. 6 show at 10 a.m.). Truro is
at 10520 Main St. in Fairfax.

The cast and crew of 30 have been rehearsing
since September and the actors are ages 8-85. “We
have both experienced and new actors,” said Di-
rector Kirsten Boyd. “Things are going really well
and everyone’s having fun.”

What’s unique about this play, she said, is that
the whole room is part of the set. “The actors will
be performing in the aisles and onstage, so the
audience will feel like they’re part of the story,”
said Boyd. “We’ll have an old-fashioned lamppost
in the center of the room, and the audience will
sing Christmas carols with the cast throughout the
show.”

Portraying Scrooge is Truro church member
Kevin Gilroy. “He’s deeply flawed and figures out
all his faults during the play,” said Gilroy. “He
learns who he is and what he wants in life. He’s
grumpy and crotchety and has a hard time con-
necting with people. He’s not receptive to chang-
ing until toward the end.”

Gilroy said the role’s draining because “I go
through a lot of emotions, but it’s fun to process
those feelings. And I’m excited to be the lead be-
cause I get to connect with everyone in the audi-
ence, all at once. People will enjoy the show be-
cause it’s about the true meaning of Christmas,
the production is energetic and they’ll have fun
singing Christmas carols.”

Fairfax High sophomore Sierra Hoffman is the
costume designer and also plays Bob Cratchit’s
wife. “She’s a hardworking mother of four, crazy
children who bounce off the walls,” said Hoffman.
“She’s loving, but also weak emotionally because
her family’s poor and has so many problems.”

Hoffman’s enjoying her role because “her
family’s fun to be with and she shows many dif-
ferent emotions – happiness, sadness and anger.”
She said the audience will appreciate how well
the actors work together and “they’re going to love
how happy this show makes them feel.”

Portraying the eldest daughter, Martha Cratchit,
is Vienna’s Melissa Handel, an eighth-grader at
Kilmer Middle School. “She’s 21 and still trying
to find herself,” said Handel. “But she’s also very
responsible and helps her mom look after the other
children. Usually, I play a younger person, but this
time I get to play someone older. The hardest part

is the language, speaking in old English.”
As for the audience, she said, “They’ll like how

we interact with them. We walk around and talk
with people, not just with the other characters on
stage. Everybody in the cast is very talented, and
I think we interpret our characters a bit differ-
ently than the audience would expect.”

Herndon’s Meriel Carney is one of three ghost
dancers who are in nearly every scene. “We do
ballet and contemporary dances, flow the scenes
together and enter the stage with the ghosts of
Christmas Past, Present and Future,” she said. “We
dance either to a live violinist or to singing.”

She and the other dancers choreographed their
routines and are having a good time performing
together. Carney said the audience will be able to
connect with the members of the Cratchit family
and understand what they’re feeling.

“The show’s heartwarming,” she said. “Christ-
mas is a time to be with family, and this play
shows that, no matter what, you can change if
you’re not the person you want to be. And there’s
lots of Christmas spirit to get everybody ready
for the holidays.”

“A Christmas Carol” offers
dinner and a play.

A Holiday Classic
Comes to Life

(From left) Rachel Nelson and Mary
Walton Petersen both play the ghost of
Christmas Past on alternating nights.

Photos Courtesy of Emily Dillard

(From left) are Mary Walton Petersen,
Kevin Gilroy, Rachel Nelson and Sarah
Zakreski. Petersen and Nelson portray
the ghosts of Christmas Past; Zakreski,
the ghost of Christmas Future; and
Gilroy, Ebenezer Scrooge.
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To Advertise
Your Community of Worship,

Call 703-778-9422

COMMUNITIES
OF WORSHIP

Looking for a New Place of Worship?
Visit Antioch Baptist Church!

703-425-0710 • www.antioch-church.org

All Are Welcome!
Sunday Worship 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
Sunday School for Children & Adults 9:30 a.m.
Married Couples Sunday School 11:30 a.m.

6531 Little Ox Road, Fairfax Station, VA 22039

4650 Shirley Gate Rd., Fairfax, VA 22030
www.jccag.org  ~  703-383-1170

Holiday Family
& Friends Day

Sunday, Dec. 7 • 11a.m.
Children & Adult
  Special Music ~
Holiday Luncheon

Following

Jubilee Christian Center Presents

FREE!

An original Christmas
Musical by Tim Buck

December,
2014

5th~7:30 P.M.
6th~6:00 P.M.
7th~6:00 P.M.

Calendar

From Page 12

handcraft artisans join with their felted
figures and tree ornaments, jewelry,
needle arts, rosemaling, and
weaving. Two days of live music and
Nordic Dancing complement the sale
of Norwegian sweaters, T-shirts, CDs,
books (in English), toys, and linens
to name just a few of this year’s many
unique items for family, friends and
home.

SATURDAY/DEC. 6
City of Fairfax Festival of Lights

and Carols. Sherwood Community
Center, 3740 Old Lee Highway,
Fairfax. Come enjoy live holiday
music, hot cider, s’mores by the Yule
log, petting farm, Ferris wheel,
caroling and lighting of the
Christmas tree in the winter
wonderland. Visit
www.fairfaxva.gov/about-us/special-
events/festival-of-lights-and-carols
for times and locations.

Plantation Christmas. 2-7 p.m.
Gunston Hall, 10709 Gunston Road,
Lorton. 2-7 p.m. Ride in a horse-
drawn carriage, sip warm cider by the
fire, and sample period food prepared
in the hearth kitchen. Return to the
18th century as costumed characters
greet you in the house and throughout
the grounds. Admission: $15 adults,
$5 children (6-18).

Shepherd Christmas Showcase. 10
a.m. - 3 p.m. Church of the Good
Shepherd, 9350 Braddock Road,
Burke. Over 30 vendors will be
offering a wonderful selection of
jewelry, toys, handbags, home decor,
kitchen ware, skin care, Christmas
decorations and much more. A raffle,
cafe and gourmet bake shop will also
be featured. For questions or
additional information, call 703-323-
5400 or email jhwilcox@aol.com.

Art Guild of Clifton’s Holiday Art
Show and Sale. 2-6 p.m. Clifton
Town Meeting Hall, 12641 Chapel
Road, Clifton. Enjoy shopping for
quality, original art, made entirely by
Clifton artists. Also featuring work of
student members and this year’s
winners of “Reflections” contest.
www.artguildofclifton.org

Clifton Holiday Homes Tour and
Tree Lighting. 4-7 p.m. Historic
Town of Clifton, 12704 Chapel Road,
Clifton. Tour some of the local
Clifton homes in the historic district
and enjoy the town Christmas tree
lighting and caroling afterward in the
Square. Tickets for tour: $25 adult/
$10 child.

Historic Pohick Church Candlelight
Dinner. Pohick Church, 9301
Richmond Highway, Lorton.Featured
will be musical entertainment and a
catered dinner of assorted hors
d’oeuvres, beef tenderloin, roast
chicken, side dishes and several
desserts. Tickets are$75 a person.
www.pohick.org. RSVP by Nov. 22 to
Charlotte Knipling at 703-946-1031.

Advent Coffee Concert. 9:30 a.m. St.
Stephen’s United Methodist Church,
9203 Braddock Road, Burke. The
Maranatha Singers will present an
enjoyable morning of music. The
theme of the concert will be
“Remembering Christmas.”
Refreshments served after the concert
in the Welcome Center. Everyone is
invited to attend. Free.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/DEC. 6-7
25th Annual Holiday Train Show

Festival. Saturday: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday: 12-4 p.m. Fairfax Station
Railroad Museum, 11200 Fairfax
Station Road, Fairfax Station. Model
trains on display and running will
include Z, N, HO, LEGO, O, Standard
and G scales. Door prize drawing for
a new Lionel Scout train set. Bring
your broken trains to “The Train
Doctor.” Antique cars on display,

weather permitting. Gift shop will be
open. Santa may make a visit that
weekend.Museum members and
children 4 and under, free; children
5-15, $2; adults 16 and over, $5. For
more information, www.fairfax-
station.org, 703-425-9225.

SUNDAY/DEC. 7
Gardeners Holiday Open House.

12-4 p.m. 4603 Green Spring Road,
Alexandria. Come to an open house
hosted by Friends of Green Spring for
gardeners of all ages to get in the
holiday mood, including a children’s
puppet show. Admissions: $3 (puppet
show only). 703-642-5173.

“Christmas in Camp.” 12-4 p.m.
3610 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax.
Discuss Civil War-era holiday
customs, make Victorian ornaments,
and participate in camp drills with
Company D, 17th VA Infantry,
“Fairfax Rifles” C.S.A. Guided tours
of Historic Blenheim House.

JCCNV 34th Annual Fundraising
Gala – Journey Through Time:
Chronicling Our Past,
Celebrating our Present,
Creating our Future. 6 p.m. Stacy
C. Sherwood Center, 3740 Old Lee
Highway, Fairfax. The evening
program features international
entertainer Daniel Cainer. Trustee
Members celebrating five years of
giving will be honored, and the
Eleanor Sue Finkelstein Award for
Special Needs will be presented to
Jerry Hulick. Gourmet kosher dinner.
Tickets $218+. www.jccnv.org, 703-
323-0880.

Home for the Holidays Concert. 4
p.m. Lanier Middle School, 3801
Jermantown Road, Fairfax. Join the
Main Street Community Band for a
wintry mix of seasonal and holiday
favorites for all ages. Please bring a
nonperishable food item to benefit
Food for Others- feeding families in
Northern Virginia. Admission free,
but tickets required. Mail
reservations to The Main Street
Community Band Holiday Concert
Tickets, P.O. Box 1306, Fairfax, VA
22038-1306. Please include a
stamped, self-addressed return
envelope with your request.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 3-
SUNDAY/DEC. 7
Snow Day. 10:30 a.m. W-3 Theatre,

Workhouse Arts Center, 9601 Ox
Road, Lorton. One cold December
morning, a young girl named Skip

wakes up to find the entire
neighborhood covered in a thick,
dazzling blanket of white snow. $8.
703-967-0437 or
www.artsonthehorizon.org.

TUESDAY/DEC. 9
Chamber Music in the Old Style. 8

p.m. Harris Theater, GMU, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. The event
features artists Zino Bogachek, violin,
Natasha Bogachek, viola, and Anna
Balakerskaia, piano, performing the
music of Mozart, Beethoven,
Schnittke, and Shostakovich. Free.

FRIDAY/DEC. 12
Holiday Celebration with The 5

Browns. 8 p.m. George Mason
University’s Center for the Arts, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Experience
these virtuosic sibling pianists live,
thundering away on five Steinways!
In their Center debut, they will
present a merry evening featuring
everything from Tchaikovsky’s The
Nutcracker Suite to selections from
Vince Guaraldi’s A Charlie Brown
Christmas. Praised by Entertainment
Weekly for their “scorching piano,”
they first made headlines when all
five were accepted at  The Juillard
School of Music simultaneously. They
have since topped The Billboard
chart and appeared appeared on The
Tonight Show, Today, Oprah, and
even in their own PBS special.
Admission: $50, $43, $30.
Reservations: 888-945-2468.
“3 Days till Christmas.” 8 p.m.
NOVA, Richard J. Ernst Community
Cultural Center, 8333 Little River
Turnpike, Annandale. It’s three days
‘til Christmas and time to load the
sleigh, but what has happened to all
the toys? What folly has befallen the
North Pole? Reginald. But why would
the North Poles own self-proclaimed
lawman hijack all the toys? And how
did all the children get put on the
naughty list? Will Comet ever be able
to go super-sonic? It will take more
than elves, reindeer, and a touch of
ginger to get ready for Santa’s late
night flight. This Broadway-Style
holiday musical, appropriate for
audiences of all ages, is packed with
fun and fanciful chaos that promises
to warm your heart and have your
toes tapping. Tickets: $19-$23.
Ongoing event, check website for
more showtimings. http://
www.etix.com/ticket/online/
venueSearch.jsp?venue_id=3406

The Robert E. Lee High School Band and Drama Depart-
ment will have their annual Tiny Tots Concert featuring
favorite children’s characters. The concert will be held
Tuesday, Dec. 2 at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. and Wednesday, Dec.
3 at 10 a.m. at Robert E. Lee High School. Reservations
are required for the morning performances but not for the
evening performance. Admission is $2. For information or
reservations call 703-971-2229 or email the Lee High
School Band at LeeHSBand_TinyTots@yahoo.com.
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Visit www.ODBfairfax.org

Standing together to stop Domestic and Sexual Violence

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

Thanksgiving Day Service will be
held on Nov. 27, 10:30-11:30 a.m. at
the First Church of Christ, Scientist at
5315 Backlick Rd., Springfield, 703-
941-7540. Thanksgiving is a time for
sharing gratitude and acknowledging
God’s blessings. The public is invited to
join in this day of giving thanks.

Fairfax Baptist Temple Christ-
mas Service, Sunday, Dec. 21, 10
a.m., 6401 Missionary Lane, Fairfax Sta-
tion. Please contact the church office for
more information: 703-323-8100,
fbt@fbtministries.org

The Fairfax Baptist Temple
choir, orchestra and drama team
present “Ten Thousand Hallelu-
jahs” a Christmas Musical by Ron &
Shelly Hamilton, Sunday evening, Dec.
21, 5 p.m., 6401 Missionary Lane,
Fairfax Station. Please contact the
church office for more information: 703-
323-8100, fbt@fbtministries.org

Fairfax Baptist Temple, at the cor-
ner of Fairfax County Parkway and Burke
Lake Roads, holds a bible study fellow-
ship at 9 a.m. Sundays followed by a 10
a.m. worship service. Nursery care and
children’s church also provided. 6401
Missionary Lane, Fairfax Station, 703-
323-8100 or www.fbtministries.org.

The Guhyasamaja Buddhist
Center, 10875 Main St., Fairfax City
provides free classes to both newcomers
and advanced practitioners of Tibetan
Buddhism. The center emphasizes work-
ing with the mind and learning how to
understand the workings of the mind,
overcoming innner causes of suffering,
while cultivating causes of happiness.
Under the direction of Lama Zopa
Rinpoche, the center is a place of study,
contemplation and meditation. Visit
http://www.guhyasamaja.org for more
information.

Lord of Life Lutheran offers ser-
vices at two locations, in Fairfax at 5114
Twinbrook Road and in Clifton at 13421
Twin Lakes Drive. Services in Fairfax are
held on Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. and Sun-
days at 8:30 and 10 a.m. Services in
Clifton are held on Sundays at 8:15 and
10:30 a.m. 703-323-9500 or
www.Lordoflifeva.org.

First Baptist Church of Spring-
field offers Sunday school at 9:15 a.m.,
followed by a 10:30 a.m. worship service
at 7300 Gary St., Springfield. 703-451-
1500 or www.fbcspringfield.org.

Clifton Presbyterian Church,
12748 Richards Lane, Clifton, offers
Sunday worship services at 8:30 a.m.
and 11 a.m. Nursery care is provided.
Christian education for all ages is at
9:45 a.m. 703-830-3175.

St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic
Church, 6720 Union Mill Road, Clifton,
conducts Sunday masses at 7:30 a.m.,
8:45 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. It
also offers a Saturday vigil at 5:30 p.m.
and a Thursday Latin mass at 7 p.m.
703-817-1770 or www.st-andrew.org.

Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church, 8304 Old Keene Mill Road,
Springfield, offers casual worship ser-
vices on Saturday evenings at 5:30 p.m.
featuring contemporary music. More
traditional services take place on Sun-
day mornings at 8:15 and 11 a.m.
Sunday School is from 9:45-10:45 a.m.
for children and adults. The church also
offers discussion groups for adults. 703-
451-5855 or www.poplc.org.

Faith
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

News

T
he 10th Annual Fairfax County
History Conference was held on
Saturday, Nov. 8 at the Stacy C.
Sherwood Community Center in

the City of Fairfax. A record 120 participants
were in attendance to enjoy the theme of
“Fire, Flight & Fury” – The War of 1812 in
Fairfax County – 200 Years Later.” Over 15
authors and exhibitors attended and the day
was filled with much living history, includ-
ing the re-enactments of Dolley Madison by
Carole Herrick, an 1812 Naval Commander
by Michael Bosworth, an 1812 60th Virginia
Militia Man by Richard Orli and a grand
finale of Francis Scott Key by National Park
Ranger, Alan Gephardt.

Guests included Virginia State Del. Ken
Plum (D-36), U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-
11) joined with Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors Chairman Sharon Bulova to
share comments and to present awards to
local historians who had contributed to
document and preserve the history of
Fairfax County during the recent past.

Conference Committee members, Mike
Irwin and Esther McCullough produced War
of 1812 Timeline which was included in the
attendee packets. Michael Bosworth shared
song and verse as a way to share both in-
formation and demonstrate how the naval
armed service members attended to their
tasks. He reminded us that the War of 1812
was really part of the larger war called the
Napoleonic Wars. A Trivia question for the
audience was “Why was the War of 1812
Overture written & by whom?” Only a few
attendees were aware that Peter Ilyich
Tchaikovsky wrote the overture in 1880 to
honor the Russian victory over the at-
tempted invasion by Napoleon. Trivia prizes
included CD’s of Keynote presenter, Ron
Maxwell from the county’s first History Con-
ference in 2004. Richard Orli reminded the
audience that in 1812 Fairfax County was
a much smaller county than the state’s larg-
est county at the time, Loudoun county. He
also shared that the militia men who served
in the War of 1812 often provided their own
uniforms – due to shortages of buttons, wool
cloth and red cloth. He also stated that over
300 axes were ordered to slow down the
British progress to capture the United States
Capital, but they unfortunately never ar-
rived. Carole Herrick quietly shared the

“post script” reflection of Dolley Madison’s
flight into Fairfax County while protecting
George Washington’s portrait – and saving
the beautiful red velvet drapes from the
White House. Alexandria Carlyle House
Curator, Helen Wirka, provided insight into
the Battle of Bladensburg focusing on the
key players including the brothers Winder:
Levin who was the governor of Maryland
and William who was the commander of
the defenses of Washington and Baltimore
during the War of 1812. Patrick O’Neill pro-
vided an enthusiastic and fresh perspective

on “The Battle of the White House” – which
was actually a location near present-day Ft.
Belvoir (not the Presidential mansion). Alan
Gephardt shared that the inspiration for the
lyrics to “The Star Spangled Banner” was
really the defenders of Ft. McHenry – the
soldiers. His passionate rendition of all three
verses of the original “Defence of Fort
McHenry” brought the audience to tears.

It is the custom of the Fairfax County His-
tory Commission, to present Annual Awards
to citizens who have given of their time and
talents to create a document or media pre-

sentation that serves to preserve and pro-
tect the history of Fairfax County. Awards
presented at the beginning of the confer-
ence and presented by U.S. Rep Connolly
and chairman Bulova included:
* Lifetime Achievemnt Award: Irma Clifton
— for lifelong passion to preserve, protect
and promote the history of the Lorton area
of the county – culminating in the Lorton
Arts Center and the Lorton Prison and Suf-
fragist Museum on site.
* Distinguished Service Awards were pre-
sented to: Neil McBride – for his decades of
service to also maintain and preserve the
history of the Lorton and South County
area; Win & David Meiselman - for protect-
ing and caring for one of the last Civil War
antebellum homes in Fairfax County and
home to Confederate Spy, Laura Ratcliffe
(credited with protecting the life of Colo-
nel John Singleton Mosby) during the Civil
War;  L. Tony Bracken – for his thorough
pictorial essay of the history of lake Barcroft
in Falls Church.
* Fairfax Heritage Award - Patrick O’Neill
for his 13 years in the writing treatise called
“To Annoy or Destroy the Enemy” – the
Battle of the White House and the Burning
of Washington. With nearly 300 pages and
over 900 footnotes of almost exclusive pri-
mary source information, O’Neill has shed
new insights into the connection between
what happened in Fairfax county and the
writing of the “Star Spangled Banner” by
Francis Scott Key. O’Neill received an award
of $1,000 for his efforts in preserving, pro-
moting and protecting the history and heri-
tage of Fairfax County.

Committee members who coordinated
efforts for the conference included, Barbara
Naef, Dr. Liz Crowell, Susan Gray, Esther
McCullough, Naomi Zeavin, Sallie Lyons,
Carole Herrick, Mary Lipsey, Jenee Lindner,
Phyllis Walker Ford, Rachel Rifkind, Mike
Irwin. The Awards Committee included,
Jack Hiller, Elise R. Murray and Naomi
Zeavin. Fairfax County History Commis-
sioner Lynne Garvey-Hodge chairs both the
Conference Planning Committee and the
Awards Committee. The 11th Annual Fairfax
County History Conference is tentatively
scheduled for Nov. 7, 2015 with a final lo-
cation to be determined (at the time of this
writing).

Fairfax County History Conference Focuses on the War of 1812

U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-11) and Chairman of the Fairfax County
board of Supervisors, Sharon Bulova present the Ross Netherton Award
to Patrick O’Neill.

DECEMBER
Wellbeing.....................................................................12/3/14
HomeLifeStyle: Home for the Holidays..................12/10/14
Hanukkah begins December 16.
★Holiday Entertainment & Gift Guide II.................12/16/14
A+ Camps & Schools...............................................12/16/14
CHILDREN’S CONNECTION....................................12/24/14

Publishing

E-mail sales@connectionnewspapers.com for more information.

Newspapers & Online
703-778-9431

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Award-
Winning
Award-

Winning

SPECIAL CONNECTIONS CALENDAR
Advertising Deadlines are the previous Thursday.
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Fall Special!

10% off

crescenthomeservices@gmail.com
www.crescenthomehandyman.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”
www.pphionfine.com

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3137(703) 590-3137

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

25 years of experience
Free estimates

703-868-5358

Leaf Removal
Gutter Cleaning

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Fall Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, complete

remodeling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-3205 N-VA

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
Do what you can, with what you

have, where you are.
-Theodore Roosevelt

Results! Why,
man, I have
gotten a lot 
of results. 

I know several
thousand things
that won't work.

-Thomas A. Edison
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ClassifiedClassified
Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

IT Projects Leads / 
Senior System Analysts:

Applying mathematical, statistical and an-
alytical knowledge and IT development 
experiences/skills, lead in performing 

systems/applications technical and user 
requirement gathering, analysis and speci-
fications, designing, programming, devel-
opment, testing/QA, implementation, de-
ployment, validation, customization, inte-
gration of computer systems and applica-
tions; research IT products and business 

opportunities; provide technical solutions 
to customers and end-users during IT 

projects production and implementation; 
assist with IT Projects planning, schedul-

ing, coordination, monitoring and 
management and recruitment, selection, 

training and placement of Projects’ 
technical staff &SME; preparation and 
presentation of IT technical proposals, 

solicitations and technical documentation 
to current and potential customers and 

end-users; liaison between development 
team, business units and customers and 

end-users, etc.
Requirement: Master's degree or equiva-
lent in Computer Science, Engineering, 
MIS/IS, GIS, Physics, Science, Geography, 
Math or Technical relate fields and 0 - 1 
Year progressive experiences (1 year expe-
rience in related occupations such as Soft-
ware Engineers/Developers, Programmer 
/ Systems Analyst, GIS Analyst/Develop-
er, Systems Engineer/Projects Engineer, 
Database Admin/Developers, Data Ana-
lyst,  Network Engineers/Admin, Techni-
cal Lead/Projects Team Lead, Software 
QA Analyst/Tester, or related IT/software 
development or management experiences 
or occupations. Suitable alternative or 
equivalent combination of education 
and/or experiences will be considered. 
Fairfax, VA with some brief/occasional 
Travel.
Send detailed resume with references to: 
Attn:  HR, Eastray Technologies, Inc., 
11350 Random Hills Road, Suite 800, 
Fairfax, VA 22030
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LEGAL NOTICE
Premier Patient Healthcare, Ltd.

Has Joined Inova VIP 360° - Springfield

To make an appointment or
To request medical records please contact:

703.373.3718

6355 Walker Lane, Suite 500
Alexandria, VA 22310

To move your records to a provider
Outside our network, customary fees apply.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Restaurant Maint. Tech
w/ HVAC & Kitchen Equip. EXP. Light 

building and electrical knowledge. Must 
be at least 21 years of age and have valid 

DL and a good driving record, and able to 
pass a bkground check. Please put your 

salary requirement. Send resumes to 
mbyrne@janjer.com  or call Mike Byrne at 

301-370-8434.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Falls Church AntiqueS

Christmas Shop Now Open!

Best Kept Secret of The Metro Area!

Falls Church Antique Co.
250W. Broad St. Falls Church, Va • 703-2419642

Unique collection of antiques and collectibles,
including furniture, jewelry, glassware, pottery,

sterling silver, paintings, prints and more!
Fun home and gift ideas!

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

EmploymentEmployment

FREE Hospitality Career Training
Now accepting applications for a
FREE 7 week job training class!

Prepares individuals for work in area hotels.

We accept applications on Tuesday & Thursday @ 9:00am
Schedule an Appointment Today!

(703) 769-0711
Goodwill Arlington Career Center

10 South Glebe Road, 2nd Floor • Arlington, Virginia

Mansion Tour Guides
Part-Time

Welcome guests to the most visited 
historic home in the US!

Apply to History Interpreter position:
www.mountvernon.org/employment

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

CLASSIFIED • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Light tomorrow
with today!.

-Elizabeth 
Barret Browing

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-778-
9416. The deadline for submissions is the Friday
prior to publication. Dated announcements should be
submitted at least two weeks prior to the event.

WEDNESDAY/NOV. 26
Genealogy Help Desk. 7 p.m. City of Fairfax

Regional Library, 10360 North Street, Fairfax.
Bring your family history stumpers to the
experts. Accomplished genealogists and library
staff will be on hand to assist you. Ask at the
Virginia Room desk or call 703-293-6227. Adult,
teen.

English Conversation. 10:15 a.m. Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre, Alexandria.
Conversation group for people learning English.
Adults. 703-339-4610.

SATURDAY/NOV. 29
Teen Advisory Board (TAB) Meeting. 10:30

a.m. Burke Centre Library, 5935 Freds Oak
Road, Burke. Board members meet biweekly to
plan and implement projects and programs that
will enhance library services for teens. Ages 13-
18. 703-249-1520.

Teen Writer’s Club. 2 p.m. Burke Centre Library,
5935 Freds Oak Road, Burke. Do you enjoy
writing fiction, poetry, non-fiction and/or
memoirs? Join us for sharing, discussion and
feedback of works in progress. Teen volunteer
facilitates. Age 13-18. 703-249-1520.

Genealogy Help Desk. 2 p.m. City of Fairfax
Regional Library, 10360 North Street, Fairfax.
Bring your family history stumpers to the
experts. Accomplished genealogists and library
staff will be on hand to assist you. Ask at the
Virginia Room desk or call 703-293-6227. Adult,
teen.

THURSDAY/DEC. 4
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM),

Southeastern States Meeting. 6-8 p.m.
Gunston Hall, 10709 Gunston Road, Mason
Neck. The public meeting has been scheduled to
provide an opportunity for public comment on
the draft plan and environmental impact
statement. The meeting will include information
stations and an opportunity to submit written
comments. Please visit at www.blm.gov/es/st/
en.html for more information. As the first land
use plan for most of this planning area, the RMP
provides comprehensive and consolidated
management guidance for future decisions, as
well as the basis from which to tier
environmental assessments for site-specific
proposed actions. The planning area includes
the states of Arkansas, Florida, Georgia,
Kentucky, Louisiana, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia. The Draft
RMP/EIS addresses BLM-administered lands and
Federal mineral estate within the planning area,
including 2,991 acres of BLM-administered
public land, and 1,023,185 acres of Federal
mineral estate.

The Draft RMP/EIS formal public comment period
runs through January 31, 2015. The Draft RMP/
EIS is available to review and download at
www.blm.gov/es/st/en.html.

THURSDAY/DEC. 4-SUNDAY/DEC. 7
Huge Holiday Book Sale. Times vary. Richard

Byrd Library, 7250 Commerce Street,
Springfield. Come and find those perfect books,
CDs and DVDs for the holiday. Call for hours,
703-451-8055.

ONGOING
Volunteer Fairfax seeks individuals, families,

youth and corporate groups for service
opportunities at a variety of nonprofit agencies.
One-time special events or ongoing activities are
available at www.volunteerfairfax.org or call
703-246-3460.

Singers Wanted for the Celebration Singers.
The women’s show choir is interested in new
talent to perform at various Northern Virginia
community sites. Practices are Wednesdays
10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. in Burke. Contact Gayle
Parsons, 703-644-4485 or email
gparsons3@cox.net.

Online Scavenger Hunt. Visit Fairfax tasks those
interested in becoming “citizen ambassadors” to
the county (those informed on fun, creative
weekend outings in the area) to find two Fairfax
County Ambassador icons hidden throughout
the fxva.com website in order to join the
ambassador team; those who find all five hidden
pins will receive a complimentary gift.
www.fxva.com/online-ambassador.

Bulletin Board
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J
ade Williams made an imme-
diate impact with the South
County softball program, earn-

ing first-team all-district honors as a
freshman outfielder in 2013.

Last season, Williams moved to
shortstop and came up clutch in the
postseason, earning first-team all-re-
gion tournament honors as the Stal-
lions captured the 6A North region
title and eventually won the program’s
first state championship. Now a jun-
ior, Williams committed in September
to play softball at Kent State Univer-
sity, a member of the Mid-American
Conference. Williams, who earned
second-team all-conference honors as
member of the South County field
hockey team in the fall, recently par-
ticipated in a Q&A with The Connec-
tion, sharing her Thanksgiving plans.

*Q: What are your plans for Thanks-
giving?

Williams: My family and I are go-
ing to Chicago for a big wedding and
a family reunion of sorts. I especially
look forward to seeing my Grandpa
and my cousins.

*Q: You’re committed to play soft-
ball at Kent State University. What
made Kent State the right choice for
you?

Williams: I have wanted to play col-
lege softball for as long as I can re-
member. The Kent State coach got in-
terested in me at a tournament in
Colorado. She personally came to
watch me several times there and
again in Georgia. She invited me to
visit Kent State and I loved my time
there. Kent has a veteran coaching
staff and they play in a competitive
DI conference (Mid-American Confer-
ence). The campus is beautiful and the
academic support for athletes goes
above and beyond. My future team-
mates helped seal the deal.

Headed to
Chicago

Connection file photo

Jade Williams and the South
County softball team won the
VHSL 6A state championship
in the spring of 2014.

Sports

K
yle Edwards was a varsity
standout for the Lake Braddock
football program during his
sophomore year, earning sec-

ond-team all-conference honors as an of-
fensive utility player and safety.

The Bruins won their first 12 games of
the 2013 season and were seemingly on
their way to the region championship game,
leading Westfield by 13 points in the fourth
quarter of their semifinal matchup. The
Bulldogs came storming back, however, and
handed the Bruins a 19-16 season-ending
defeat.

This year, Edwards, now a junior, made
the move to quarterback, taking over for
the graduated Caleb Henderson, a highly
recruited signal caller who ended up at the
University of North Carolina. It took time
for Edwards to get comfortable leading the
Lake Braddock offense, but he eventually
earned first-team all-conference accolades
at his new position.

After playoff victories against Oakton and
West Springfield, Edwards and the Lake
Braddock Bruins find themselves in a famil-
iar position: preparing to face Westfield in
the region semifinals. Kickoff is scheduled
for 1:30 p.m.on Saturday, Nov. 29 at
Westfield. The winner will face the winner
of the other semifinal matchup between
Centreville and Battlefield.

Edwards, who also plays basketball and
baseball at Lake Braddock, plans to play
football in college. He recently participated
in a Q&A via email with The Connection,
sharing some insight about his Thanksgiv-
ing plans.

Q: What are your plans for Thanks-
giving?

Edwards: Obviously, I will be spending
a lot of time with my family. Right now it
looks like family dinner is at my house, and
all the relatives will be over. Should be a
great time.
Q: What will the Lake Braddock
football team do on Thanksgiving?

Edwards: At Lake Braddock, our tradi-
tion is to have a morning practice on
Thanksgiving. The breakfast that follows it
is legendary and it’s really something we as
players look forward to and earn.
Q: How does it feel to still be
practicing as Thanksgiving comes
around?

Edwards: It’s something I experienced
last year as a sophomore and was lucky to
be a part of. It is definitely exciting to have
the opportunity again
*Q: Do you or your family have any

annual Thanksgiving traditions?
Edwards: We keep it simple and just en-

joy the holiday. Only tradition I can think
of is tearing off the wishbone and seeing
who gets the bigger half.
Q: Does your family incorporate
sports into Thanksgiving? If so,
how?

Edwards: I definitely have a sports fam-
ily. We watch football all day and play
around in the backyard with our neighbors
and relatives.
Q: What is your favorite thing to
eat on Thanksgiving?

Edwards: I have always been a pump-
kin pie kind of guy.
Q: Lake Braddock was in this
position last year, facing Westfield
in the region semifinals. The
Bruins lost a late lead and the
game. Is there anything you took
away from that experience that
can help you this time?

Edwards: Well, I think just being on the
field and playing against a physical and tal-
ented Westfield team gave me a lot of key
experience that would then carry over into
this year. I think I’ll be able to just relax
and focus on the game because I have
played on a Saturday in front of a few thou-
sand people before. After last year’s loss, I
learned the importance of finishing games
and executing so that has been something
Coach [Jim] Poythress harps on all season.
Q: As a quarterback, how do you

feel at this point of the season
compared to your season opener
against West Potomac when you
were making your first start at a
new position?

Edwards: Coach Poythress and Coach
Quigley have done a great job in helping
me grow as a quarterback. The main differ-
ence is confidence, but they instilled that
in me by letting me mature as a passer, and
now we’re really spreading the ball around
the field through the air. I feel significantly
more comfortable in the pocket and with
our game plans.
Q: Who is your favorite music
artist? Why?

Edwards: Michael Jackson. He has end-
less hits, and his music is timeless.
Q: What is your favorite movie?
Why?

Edwards: “A Few Good Men.” Tom
Cruise is one of my favorite actors. This
movie made me want to pursue a law de-
gree. It’s an iconic movie: “You can’t handle
the truth!”
Q: Who are your favorite pro
sports teams?

Edwards: Redskins and Broncos.
Q: Who are your favorite pro
athletes?

Edwards: Peyton Manning and Brett
Favre (even though he is retired). I admire
how they play the game and their work ethic.

— Jon Roetman

Lake Braddock will
face Westfield in 6A
North semifinals
Saturday.

Thanksgiving Q&A: Bruin QB
Edwards Happy to be Practicing.

Connection file photo

Junior quarterback Kyle Edwards and the Lake Braddock football team
will face Westfield in the 6A North region semifinals on Saturday.

 “At Lake Braddock, our tradition is to have a
morning practice on Thanksgiving. The breakfast
that follows it is legendary and it’s really something
we as players look forward to and earn.”

— Kyle Edwards, Lake Braddock QB

— Jon Roetman

Fairfax Connection Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-752-4031 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm
Saturday, 7:30 am to 4:30 pm

Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm
Sunday by appointment only.

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

11/30/14.
11/30/14.

11/30/14.

11/30/14.

11/30/14.

11/30/14.

11/30/14.

11/30/14.

11/30/14.

11/30/14.

11/30/14.

11/30/14.

11/30/14.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!
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Sheila Adams
703-503-1895

Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club

Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

Access the Realtors Multiple Listing Service: Go to www.searchvirginia.listingbook.com

# 1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

JUDY SEMLER
703-503-1885

judys@LNF.com
www.JudysHomeTeam.com

Catie, Steve & Associates
Direct: 703-278-9313

Cell: 703-362-2591
NVAR Top Producers

Multi-Million Dollar Sales Club

KIM MCCLARY
703-929-8425

kimm@lnf.com
Life Member NVAR Top Producers

DIANE SUNDT
703-615-4626

Military Relocation Specialist

View more photos at www.hermandorfer.com

DAVID & VIRGINIA
Associate Brokers

www.BillupsTeam.com
703-690-1795

Carol Hermandofer
703-216-4949 Top 1% of Agents Nationally

Crosspointe $725,000
Former Model Home with Extensive Upgrades. New Designer Gourmet
Kitchen with top-of-the-line Stainless Steel Appliances, 2 Ovens &
Custom Cabinetry.  Open Floor Plan makes entertaining effortless. Two
Beautiful Gas Fireplaces. Rear Covered Porch, Slate Patio & Kitchen
Deck along with incredible Privacy make this home a solid 10!

Clifton - $899,000
Distinctive Victorian with charm throughout; on 5 gorgeous acres!

John & Jennifer Boyce
703-425-JOHN (5646)
jennifer.boyce@longandfoster.com

www.425JOHN.com

Clifton - $995,000
Beautiful Home on 1 acre in historic Clifton; attention to details inside & out!

West Springfield $660,000
HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

Don’t miss this sensational Van Metre-built 4 BR, 2 Full, 2
Half-Bath Colonial tucked on a private, wooded lot in
sought-after South Run Crossing!  This 3-Level Beauty fea-
tures a magnificent sunroom addition, plus
updates/upgrades galore:  fresh paint throughout, new car-
pet throughout, hardwoods, granite & more!  Unbeatable
location…..just 1 light to the Fairfax County Parkway, and a
quick hop to Franconia/Springfield Metro, 95/495, and area
amenities.  VACANT & READY FOR YOUR HOLIDAY
CELEBRATIONS!!

Call Kim McClary for a private tour
703-929-8425

Fairfax/Kings Park West $475,000
Lovely 4 bedroom home with garage * Wood floors * Updated
kitchen that opens to private patio * Living room with fireplace
* Family room opens to deck & hot tub * Large fenced back yard
* Fresh paint & carpet. Call Judy for more information.

Falls Church/Pimmit Hills $1,950 per month
Just 2.4 miles to Silverline’s McLean Metro Station & 3.1 miles
to Tysons Station * Fresh paint throughout * Wood floors, carpet
in bedrooms * Updated kitchen & bath * Dining room opens to
large multi-level deck in fenced flat back yard backing to trees *
Driveway parking. Call Judy 703-503-1885 or judys@lnf.com

Burke
$374,900

Wonderful 2BR,
2.5BA TH backing
to trees in Wooded
Glen. Freshly
painted inside and
out. Hdwds in DR
and LR. Double
decks! Call
Courtney for more
information
703-786-5330.

BUZZ & COURTNEY
JORDAN
Your Local Father/Daughter Team!

703-503-1866 or 703-503-1835
TheJordanTeam@longandfoster.com
www.TheJordanTeam.com

lake! Other delights include an updated kitchen, 4 big bed-
rooms on the upper level, a main level family room, a baby
grand sized living room, & a banquet sized dining room.
Plus, an oversized screened-in-porch, deck & a walkout
basement come too!

Fairfax
$603,900

Love That Lake
View! The beau-
tiful sight of
Woodglen Lake
comes with this
lovely colonial
sited on a peace-
ful cul-de-sac lot
backing to the

Burke $409,900
Spacious, light filled 3 bedroom townhome. Many upgrades,
bay window, hardwood floors & carpet, large eat in kitchen,
large rec room with gas fireplace, patio, fenced private yard
backs to woods, great location.

P
R
IC

E
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E
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!

Fairfax $529,900
Looking for that perfect home? Well...here it is! 4 Levels of
perfection, 4 BR’s, 3 Baths, Updated Kitchen w/stainless
steel appliances, granite, Hardwd Floors, LL FR w/FP, Level
4 makes that perfect media room. Call Sheila 703-503-1895.


