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Hannah Grudi (left) as the
Ghost of Christmas Present

beckons a terrified Ryan
Rickard as Ebenezer Scrooge in
Chantilly High School’s produc-

tion of “A Christmas Carol.”
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School Notes

Photo by Irene Ward

News

LearningRx of Chantilly is collecting
toys at its brain-training center now
through Dec. 24 for the Salvation
Army. For every five toys that are
collected, LearningRx will also donate
one of its “smart” brain-building toys
to Salvation Army — toys that help
build cognitive skills, like memory,
auditory, logic, attention and process-
ing speed. Above, Emily Smith of
LearningRx shows off some brain-
building games that are being do-
nated. Visit www.learningrx.com.

Collecting Toys for Salvation Army
Email announcements to chantilly@

connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon. Photos are welcome.

Student publications from five Fairfax
County public schools won honors at the
Journalism Education Association
(JEA)-National Scholastic Press
Association’s (NSPA) National High
School Journalism Convention held last
week in Washington, D.C.

Chantilly High School’s year-
book “Odyssey” won eighth place,
Best of Show in the category Yearbook
325 or More Pages; Mary Kay Downes,
adviser.

 More than 6,200 students and teach-
ers from around the country attended

the convention to participate in educa-
tional workshops and contests. Pulitzer
Prize winner and investigative reporter
Bob Woodward delivered the keynote
address.

Patrick M. Kenna, a senior man-
agement major from Chantilly, was one
of 63 Saint Vincent College (Latrobe,
Pa.) students have been named to the
2014 edition of “Who’s Who Among Stu-
dents in American Universities and
Colleges” and were recognized as out-
standing campus leaders during the
annual Saint Vincent Founders’ Day
Vespers and Honors Convocation Thurs-
day, Nov. 20, in the Archabbey Basilica.
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News
Chantilly Connection Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or chantilly@connectionnewspapers.com

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

A
 timeless, holiday classic comes
to life when Chantilly High pre-
sents Charles Dickens’s “A Christ-
mas Carol.”

Featuring a cast and crew of 37, the show
takes the stage Thursday-Friday, Dec. 18-
19, at 7 p.m. Tickets are $5 at the door or
via www.chantillyhsdrama.com.

“The actors are really doing a very nice
job creating believable characters in a script
which is fairly short, as is the original
Dickens story,” said Director Ed Monk.
“We’re trying to get away from the ‘cutesie’
versions of ‘A Christmas Carol’ and remain
true to the heart of the story, which is about
a man seeing redemption by discovering the
power of love.”

He said this show is always fun to do be-
cause “the audience comes into the theater
in such a good mood. They’re ready for the
season and for this story, as are the cast and
crew. So as long as we do our job, there’s
an amazing feeling of warmth at the end of
the show. I’m hoping everyone can take a
moment out of their busy schedules to come
see the performance — it’s a fun way to start
the holidays.”

Portraying the main character, Ebenezer
Scrooge, is senior Ryan Rickard. “He’s one
of the richest men in London, but also the
coldest, greediest person,” said Rickard. “It’s
Christmas Eve in the 1840s, and he despises
Christmas because he’s all about money,
while everyone else cares about love and
kindness.”

Then Scrooge is visited by the ghost of
his old business partner, who tells him he’ll
get a second chance at life if he listens to
the messages of the three spirits of Christ-
mas Past, Present and Future. “I love play-
ing him because it’s one of the most well-
known characters in literature,” said

Rickard. “And because he’s so dynamic, I
get to show a total shift in his character as
the play progresses.”

“Playing the lead is nerve-wracking, at
first,” he continued. “But it’s also reward-
ing getting a lot of time onstage and hav-
ing the whole story centered around my
character. Audiences will like how we pull
everything off with a limited set and props
— that makes it a more intimate show.”

Senior Druw Austin plays Scrooge’s em-
ployee, Bob Cratchit. “He’s a nice guy, keeps
his head down and does what he’s told,”
said Austin. “But he refuses to face the truth
that his son, Tiny Tim, might die because
he’s so poor that his family can’t afford food
or the medicine to treat him.”

Austin said it’s a difficult role for him be-
cause he’s used to playing “big, fun charac-
ters, and this one’s really serious. But I like
it because it’s a challenge.” He, too, said

people will enjoy this show.
“It’s a classic — everybody knows and

loves it,” said Austin. “The audience will
like our set with levels symbolizing the dif-
ferent social classes in England. And the
actors are able to portray their relation-
ships to each other in just four or five
lines.”

Portraying Mrs. Cratchit is senior Vi Trinh.
“She’s very loving, and that motivates ev-
erything she does,” said Trinh. “But she’s
also a realist, so she’s not blind to the fact
that Scrooge is basically ‘killing’ her child,
and she gets on her husband about it. She’s
nurturing and wants to hold her family to-
gether.”

Trinh said her character’s “fabulous” to
play because she’s so strong and maternal.
“She’s her family’s glue and support,” said
Trinh. “She also has a wide range of emo-
tions and will have a deep, emotional con-

nection to anyone in the audience with a
family or going through hard times with
their family. And she’s sassy, too — a very
powerful character.”

Calling it a “wholesome and warm show,”
Trinh said the “undertones of emotion will
shine through. Audiences will learn about
the true meaning of Christmas, family, hap-
piness and love — all the good stuff that
should be in a Christmas play.”

Junior Hannah Warnick shares show-pub-
licity duties with Nora Malatinszky. They’ve
hung up posters about “A Christmas Carol”
throughout the community and brought fly-
ers to the local middle schools.

“All the actors are working really hard and
are looking forward to performing in the
show,” said Warnick. “The audience will
enjoy it because it’ll really get people in the
Christmas spirit and put them in the holi-
day mood.”

Chantilly High presents “A Christmas Carol.”

Redemption through the Power of Love

As the Ghost of Christ-
mas Present, Hannah
Grudi shows Scrooge
(Ryan Rickard) two
women (Maddy
Farmer and Kate
Meyer) being happy.

Photo Courtesy of

Hannah Warnick

See Encore,  Page 7

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

R
eindeer, elves and dancing snow-
flakes are all part of the holiday joy
in Encore Theatrical Arts Project’s

upcoming musical extravaganza. Called “3
Days ’til Christmas!” it’ll be presented at
NOVA’s Ernst Community Cultural Center,
8333 Little River Turnpike in Annandale.

Show times are Friday, Dec. 12 and 19,
at 8 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 13 and 20, at noon,

4 p.m. and 8 p.m.; and Sunday, Dec. 14 and
21, at noon and 4 p.m. Tickets are $19- $23,
with special prices for Girl Scout troops, at
www.encore-tap.org/tickets/.

It’s almost time for Christmas, but where
are the gifts and why are all the children’s
names on the naughty list? What kind of
mischief is happening at the North Pole?
To find out, the audience will travel back
to three days before Christmas. A girl who
tests toys wants to become an elf; mean-
while, the head elf doesn’t want any of the
toys to leave the North Pole.

The cast of 37 Encore performers, plus
three professional actors — including nar-
rator Edward Baker-Duly — has been re-
hearsing since July. “They’re doing amaz

Encore presents
musical show, “3 Days
’til Christmas!”

Holiday Mischief at the North Pole

From left: Sara
Avery, Caitlyn
Watkinson,
Emily Steindl,
Monica Brown,
Renee Griese,
Emma
Konnick, Jessie
Dawson, Logan
Floyd and Dan
Delafield give
“Rag Doll
Hugs.”

Photo Courtesy of

Linda Helms
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See Bulletin Board,  Page 15

News

Last Saturday, Dec. 6, members of Stone Middle School’s National Junior
Honor Society held their annual Panther Drop-Off, collecting gifts from
the community donated to Our Neighbor’s Child. They then packaged the
donations and loaded them onto trucks headed to ONC’s warehouse.

Chantilly High SGA students on Tuesday, Dec. 9, helped unload and sort
gifts at the ONC warehouse.

On Tuesday, SGA students from Westfield and Centreville high schools
unload the gift deliveries from Centreville Baptist Church.

Students from Westfield, Centreville and Chantilly high schools prepare
to unload a truckload of gifts donated by Easterns Automotive Group.

Stone’s Panther Drop-Off, Community Help ONC

T
he nonprofit, all-volunteer Our
Neighbor’s Child (ONC) is col-
lecting presents for local fami-
lies in need to give to their chil-

dren on Christmas. To donate new clothes
or toys, or to help with the deliveries, this
Sunday, Dec. 14, email
Volunteer@ourneighborschild.org.
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Email announcements to chantilly@connection
newspapers.com. Include date, time, location, de-
scription and contact for event: phone, email and/
or website. Photos and artwork welcome. Deadline
is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before event.

HOLIDAY GIVING
Families in Crisis Program Seeks Gift

Cards. The Families in Crisis program at
Westfield works with counselors to support
current WHS families facing immediate financial
hardships and is seeking donations of gift cards
in any $5 increment. Large donations should be
split among multiple smaller denomination
cards, as opposed to one large one. Send any
donations to the main office or mail to: WHS-
Families in Crisis, Attn: Meg Crossett, 4700
Stonecroft Boulevard, Chantilly.

HOLIDAY SAFETY
Free Cab Rides. 10 p.m.-6 a.m. daily, Friday,

Dec. 12-Thursday, Jan. 1. Washington-

metropolitan area residents celebrating with
alcohol may call the toll-free SoberRide phone
number 1–800–200–TAXI and be afforded a no-
cost (up to $ 30 fare), safe way home. Since
1993, WRAP’s SoberRide program has provided
61,002 free cab rides home to would-be drunk
drivers in the Greater Washington area. Visit
www.soberride.com.

SATURDAY/DEC. 13
Mattress Sale. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Centreville High

School, 6001 Union Mill Road, Clifton. Sales
will be set up in the cafeteria; try out various
mattresses in a relaxed, no pressure setting. This
is an opportunity to buy a quality mattress at up
to 50 percent off retail price and support the
Wildcat Wrestling Team. www.fcps.edu/
CentrevilleHS/

MONDAY-TUESDAY/DEC. 15-16
Mental Health First Aid. 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at

the Pennino Building, 12011 Government Center

Parkway, Fairfax. Public education program
from the Fairfax-Falls Church Community
Services Board Wellness and Health Promotion.
Over a two-day course, certified instructors help
people learn to assist someone developing or
experiencing a mental health problem or crisis.
$25. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hscode/ereg/
Registration.aspx?groupID=47.

THURSDAY/DEC. 18
Holiday Party. 6 p.m. at the Sully Government

Center, 4900 Stonecroft Blvd., Chantilly. Liberty
Republican Women’s Club hosts their annual
holiday party with John Frey, Clerk of the Court
as guest speaker. He will also install new LRWC
board members at this meeting. Join club
members and guests at 6 p.m. for social hour
with food for all followed by the program at 7
p.m. Free. Call 703-378-4190.

FRIDAY/DEC. 19
Survey Deadline. Fairfax County Public Schools

is participating in Speak Up, a national online
survey about the use of technology in schools.
The information collected will help policy
makers at the local, state, and national levels, as
well as the business community contribute to
the national dialogue about science, technology,
and preparing students for the 21st century
workforce. Schools can also request the survey
results from their school. FCPS will be
participating in the survey through Dec. 19,
2014. The online survey is open to K-12
students, teachers, staff, and parents. This
voluntary survey takes approximately 20
minutes to complete. We encourage everyone to
participate. Visit http://goo.gl/4WvMAk to take
the survey.

THURSDAY/JAN. 15
ESL Classes. 7 p.m. Lord of Life Lutheran Church,

Fairfax Campus, 5114 Twinbrook Road, Fairfax
or Clifton/Centreville Campus, 13421 Twin
Lakes Drive, Clifton. Registration $15, textbook

Bulletin Board
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Cremation Society of Virginia now
allows you to handle every aspect of
the cremation arrangement process
from the comfort of your own home.

Our website provides valuable information
about cremation, allowing you to make
an informed decision about your final
wishes. You even have the opportunity to
complete all arrangements online, from
the comfort of your home.

In addition, our licensed staff members
specialize in cremation, and are always
ready to fully explain our services, answer
your questions, and treat you with dignity
and respect.

For more information or to arrange a
cremation, please visit our website today.

WEEKDAYS • SATURDAYS • EVENINGS 24 HOUR EMERGENCY CARE
MET LIFE, DELTA, BCBS/CAREFIRST, & UNITED CONCORDIA PROVIDER
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

$29.99

Playground Chips
& Organic Compost

cu. yd.
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News

T
he Stone Players of Ormond
Stone Middle School will
present the comedy musical
“Hairspray Jr.” Thursday, Dec.

11 at 3 p.m.; Friday, Dec. 12, at 7:30 p.m.;
and Saturday, Dec. 13 at 3 p.m.

This production directed by Lois
Stanziani with the help of assistant direc-
tors Kathleen Schroeder and John-Nicho-
las S. Walsh is the largest production to
date with more than 60 children partici-
pating and the first performance of
“Hairspray Jr.” in the Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools system. A new addition this year
is an extensive digital lighting system pro-
viding the ability to create a variety of
lighting effects.

The story, based on John Waters’ 1988
film and set in Baltimore in 1962, centers
on an overweight teen girl named Tracy
(Denise Kesselring-Dacey). Tracy is a devout
fan of the Corny Collins Show, where teens
dance for the TV cameras to the latest rock
‘n’ roll.

She knows that the show discriminates
against people like her, because only thin
people appear on it.

But with pluck and drive, Tracy lands a
spot on the show, and realizes that some of
her friends are even more discriminated
against. The Corny Collins Show is racially

segregated, and no black youths are ever
shown dancing with whites (although once
a month there is an “Ethnic Day”).

In that era such segregation was common
and taken for granted; the key part of the
plot is how Tracy and her pals overcome it.

Pianist Gena Photiadis evokes the music
of the period; the ensemble is instructed by
Choral Director Steven Kogut.

John-Nicholas Walsh’s choreography, as-
sisted by Dance Captains Cammy Fischer

and Keely Rogers, give the dancers moves
that seem to be offhand, made up on the
spot by feet responding to exuberant, simple
music.

Costumer Penny Fischer gets a lot of color
into the costumes including the bouffant
skirts assisted by seamstress Becky Ander-
son.

The role of Edna, Tracy’s Mom, is played
by Aislinn Carpenter. Edna, a strong, as-
sured and plain-speaking woman, seems

to have grown up in the same neighbor-
hood as Ethel Merman. Braedon
Anderson’s Wilbur knows how to be there
when people need him. Seaweed (Breon
Atkins) is the black student who — with a
sinuous and agile demonstration — shows
Tracy some of the dance moves that prob-
ably won’t be seen on an all-white Corny
Collins Show.

And then there are the two villainesses:
Corny’s producer Velma (Emma Wolfe); and
Velma’s daughter Amber (Madison Rose).
Velma and Amber both think that bullying,
racism and segregation are fine, and scheme
against Tracy. Seaweed’s mother,
Motormouth (Ariel Vaughn), owns a rhythm
and blues record shop, and she is also some-
thing of a mother figure to all the youths.
Corny Collins (Harry Schlatter) is the glib,
saccharine host of the rock show. In the role
of Tracy’s sidekick Penny is Cammy Fischer.

‘Hairspray Jr.’ Puts Spotlight on Discrimination
The Details
What: “Hairspray Jr,” comedy musical production

by The Stone Players
When: Thursday, Dec. 11 at 3 p.m.; Friday, Dec.

12, at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 13 at 3 p.m.
Thursdays performance is presale tickets only
during lunch shifts Monday-Wednesday at
Stone: $7 per ticket

Where: Stone Middle School, 5500 Sully Park Dr.,
Centreville. Phone 703-631-5500

Photo Contributed

Ormond Stone Middle School is presenting “Hairspray Jr.” this week.

Build Your Community
Support Your Local Businesses.

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Opinion

T
he holiday party season is upon us,
and with it an increase in drinking
and driving. It’s up to you to make
a plan to get home safely.

Plan to bring a designated driver. Plan to take
public transportation. Plan to celebrate
at home or someplace where you can
spend the night. Plan to abstain.

And if all of that fails, the Washing-
ton Regional Alcohol Project has a safety
net for you.

WRAP, a local nonprofit organization, will
offer free cab rides to would-be drunk drivers
throughout Northern Virginia during the win-
ter holidays.

More than 10,000 people died in drunk driv-
ing related accidents in 2012, including more
than 200 in Virginia and 160 in Maryland. Tens

of thousands more were injured. Holidays lead
to an increase in impaired driving, the Christ-
mas and New Year season in particular.

The annual Holiday SoberRide program will
operate nightly from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. start-
ing Friday, Dec. 12, 2014, and continuing un-
til Thursday, Jan. 1, 2015 as a way to keep
local roads safe from impaired drivers during
this traditionally high-risk, holiday period.

During these times, area residents celebrat-
ing with alcohol can call the toll-free SoberRide
phone number 1-800-200-TAXI for a no-cost

(up to $30 fare), safe way home. Call-
ers will be responsible for fare
amounts over $30.

Since 1993, WRAP’s SoberRide pro-
gram has provided more than 61,000

free cab rides home to would-be drunk drivers
in the Greater Washington area.

We know that many young people over 21
are living at home with parents, or will be vis-
iting for the holidays. Parents, be brave. Have
a conversation with your children whether they
are under or over 21. Be sure those over 21
have a plan, and are equipped with the

SoberRide number.
SoberRide is not available for underage

drinkers, but parents still should talk to their
children about their plans, and tell them out
loud that you expect them not to drive im-
paired and not to get into a car with an im-
paired driver.

Tell them to call you, and you’ll come get
them if necessary. The news has been full of
teachable moments about the consequences
and vulnerabilities of drinking to excess, drink-
ing and driving and beyond. Don’t let the op-
portunity to talk about it pass you by.

— Mary Kimm

 mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Make a Plan, Talk About It
Here is help in
keeping impaired
drivers off the roads.

Safe Ride Home
WRAP’s 2014 Holiday SoberRide program will be

offered from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. nightly from Dec. 12,
2014 to Jan. 1, 2015. To receive a free cab ride home
(up to a $30 fare), call 800-200-8294 (TAXI). See
SoberRide.com information listed below for important
details concerning this program.

Editorial

469
days since a still-unnamed Fairfax County police of-
ficer shot unarmed John Geer standing in the door-
way of Geer’s home in Springfield, then let him bleed
to death on Aug. 29, 2013. No information has been
released about the incident, officers involved not
named, no explanation, no grand jury, no charges. (as
of Dec. 10, 2014)
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Westbound I-66 Closures Scheduled
All westbound lanes of Interstate 66 will close intermittently between

midnight Thursday, Dec. 11 and 5 a.m. Friday, Dec. 12, for the installa-
tion of two gantries between the Fairfax County Parkway and Route
28. Each closure will last up to 30 minutes. Message signs will be posted
in advance of the work so that motorists can use alternate routes. The
closures will occur between Fairfax County Parkway and Route 28,
with each lasting no more than 30 minutes.

The closures are part of the Virginia Department of Transportation’s

ongoing effort to install 36 new gantries as part of the I-66 Active
Traffic Management System. The first gantry went up in mid-Novem-
ber on I-66 East just before Route 28.

The traffic system is scheduled to begin operating between Route 29
in Centreville and the Capital Beltway in early 2015. Visit
www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/i-66_atms.asp.

Signal Timing Change
Beginning Monday, Dec. 8, motorists will notice a change in signal

timing on northbound Route 28 at New Braddock Road during the
morning rush hours, according to the Virginia Department of Trans-
portation.

The change will allow Route 28 traffic to be served twice within one
signal cycle. The purpose is to reduce backups and the space between
vehicles caused by heavy right turn traffic from northbound Route 28
to New Braddock Road. The signal timing change should allow more
vehicles to go through the intersection on northbound Route 28.

Free Carseat Inspections
Certified technicians from the Sully District Police Station will per-

form free, child safety carseat inspections Thursday, Dec. 18, from 5
p.m. to dusk, at the station, 4900 Stonecroft Blvd. in Chantilly. No
appointment is necessary. But residents should install the child safety
seats themselves so technicians may properly inspect and adjust them,
as needed.  Because of time constraints, only the first 35 vehicles arriv-
ing on each date will be inspected. That way, inspectors may have
enough time to properly instruct the caregiver on the correct use of the
child seat. (The inspection may be cancelled in the event of inclement
weather). Call 703-814-7000, ext. 5140, to confirm dates and times.

Food Donations for WFCM
Western Fairfax Christian Ministries’ food pantry urgently needs do-

nations of canned vegetables (except for green beans), canned pasta
and pasta sauces, canned tomatoes, canned fruit, peanut butter, canned
and dry beans, and granola bars. Also needed are toiletries, which
WFCM clients cannot purchase with food stamps. Especially needed
are shampoo, diapers sizes 4 and 5, deodorant, toothpaste and toilet
paper. Bring all items to WFCM’S food pantry, weekdays, 9 a.m.-1:30
p.m., at 13888 Metrotech Drive, near Papa John’s Pizza and Kumon
Learning Center, in Chantilly’s Sully Place Shopping Center. A volun-
teer stocker/bagger is needed Wednesdays, 4-6 p.m. Contact Annette
Bosley at 703-988-9656, ext. 110, or abosley@wfcmva.org.

Roundups
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News

ingly well,” said Director and Choreogra-
pher Raynor van der Merwe. “The girls have
matured so much this year, and seeing their
growth makes my heart sing.”

The scenes take place inside Santa’s work-
shop, outdoors at the North Pole, at the re-
indeer barn and at a sweet shop. Van der
Merwe said the audience will enjoy the per-
formers’ enthusiasm, the colorful costumes
and professional sets. “And besides the joy-
ful story that’s told, there’ll be songs they’re
familiar with and already love, as well as
new holiday tunes woven in,” she said.

Portraying the toy tester, Ginger, is Faith
Chun, 10, of the City of Fairfax. Dancing
since age 3, she’s been with Encore two
years. “Ginger’s lovable, and her playfulness
is contagious to the elves, so they want her
to stay at the North Pole,” said Faith. “She’s
really loud and is around my age, so she’s
fun to act.”

Playing a lead role, she said, makes her
feel “nervous and confident at the same
time.” But she’s excited that her character
“helps save Christmas.”

Chantilly High senior Renee Griese plays
Dancer the reindeer. “She keeps the other
reindeer in line and is the leader of the
pack,” said Griese. “She’s easily irritated and
wants everything to run smoothly, and I like
keeping things in order, too.”

A dancer since age 3, Griese says she can
have a bad day, but then “come to dance
practice, forget about it and just enjoy my-
self.” Her favorite song in this production
is a new one called “Nuttycracker Suite.”
In it, she said, “There’s black light and we
dance behind a curtain reflecting our shad-
ows, so it’s a special-effect number.” Griese
said people of all ages will “have fun and
find the show entertaining. The storyline’s
really engaging, and our two new actors are
hilarious.”

Chantilly senior Monica Brown also at-
tends the Fairfax Academy’s dance program

and is in her seventh year with Encore. “I
fell in love with dance when I was 3,” she
said. “You can escape from all the outside
drama in your life and put what you’re feel-
ing into movement.”

As Prancer the reindeer, Brown’s charac-
ter is competitive against Comet the rein-
deer. “Ginger’s just come to the North Pole,
and we’re both trying to impress her with
how cool we are,” she said. “I love playing
a reindeer; she’s prim and proper, like my
own personality, so I can draw from per-
sonal experience.”

Brown especially likes the number, “Let
it Ring, Let it Swing, Let it Snow.” Hoping
to eventually become a Radio City Rockette,

she said that song is a Rockette-style num-
ber with kick lines and precision steps.”
Brown said the audience will enjoy all the
different songs and dances and will like
seeing Santa, elves, reindeer and snowmen.
And, she added, “It’ll really get them into
the Christmas spirit.”

Alia Artieda, of Centreville’s Sully Station
community, is a homeschooled senior who’s
been with Encore since age 6. “Dancing is
so much fun, I couldn’t think of doing any-
thing else,” she said. In this show, she’s in
several of the numbers.

“My favorite dance is ‘Toyland,’ when all
the toys come to life,” she said. “There are
rag dolls, jesters, toy soldiers and balleri-

nas, and I’m a ballerina. It’s fun because it
has so many different styles of dance. The
dancing in this show is something every-
one will enjoy; there’s always something
new.”

Chantilly senior Mikaela Vasconez finds
dancing “freeing” and also performs in
many of the numbers. She likes “Sing a Little
Song” the best. “It’s jazz, we’re holding pre-
sents as we dance and it’s very graceful,”
she said. “We wear candy-cane-striped leo-
tards on top with gold, ruffled skirts.”

As for the show, she said, “It’s family-
friendly. There’s lots of great dancing, funny
acting and a heartwarming story with a sat-
isfying resolution.”

Encore Presents Musical Show, ‘3 Days ’til Christmas!’

Renee Griese is a graceful balle-
rina in Encore’s Christmas show. Dressed as elves, dancers perform the kickline number, “Sparkle Jolly.”

From left: Jessie Dawson, Jenna
Frisby and Claire Griese dance
with golden wreaths.

Comprising this “Snowflake Trio” are (from left)
Emma Konnick, Renee Griese and Mariana Artieda.

Forming an “Elf Stack” are (top to bottom) Moni
Artieda, Jordan McEachin and Kendra Walsh.
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SPECIAL CONNECTIONS
CALENDAR

Advertising Deadlines are the previous Thursday.

DECEMBER
Wellbeing.......................................................12/3/14

HomeLifeStyle: Home for the Holidays...12/10/14

Hanukkah begins December 16.

★Holiday Entertainment & Gift Guide II..12/16/14

A+ Camps & Schools.................................12/16/14

CHILDREN’S CONNECTION......................12/24/14

Publishing

E-mail sales@connectionnewspapers.com for more information.

Reaching Suburban Washington’s Leading Households
• Alexandria Gazette Packet
• Arlington Connection
• Burke Connection
• Centre View
• Chantilly Connection

• Fairfax Connection
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton Connection
• Great Falls Connection
• McLean Connection
• Mount Vernon Gazette

• Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
• Potomac Almanac
• Reston Connection
• Springfield Connection
• Vienna/Oakton Connection

Newspapers & Online
703-778-9431

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Award-
Winning
Award-

Winning

5649 Mount Gilead Rd • Centreville, VA 20120-1906
703-803-7500 • www.StJohnsCentreville.org

With God’s help, we offer healing, nurture hope and provide hospitality.
The Rev. Carol Hancock, Interim Rector

St. John’s Episcopal Church
Christmas Services and Special Events

Sunday, December 21
• 9:30 AM – A service of Advent Lessons
   and Carols, with Holy Eucharist

Wednesday, December 24, Christmas Eve
• 4:00 PM - Family Service of Holy
   Eucharist, with Children’s Sermon, and

   Christmas Organ Voluntaries
• 9:30 PM – Christmas Carols
   by the St. John’s Choir
• 10:00 PM – Service of Holy Eucharist

Thursday, December 25, Christmas Day
• 9:30 AM – Service of Holy Eucharist

Turn your House
into a Home

How can you help?

www.foha.org

Adopt
one of our lovable

cats or dogs.

Volunteer
your time or

services.

Donate
money or
supplies
for the
Shelter.

KaylaKayla

Jewel & Max
Jewel & Max AjaxAjax

Email announcements to chantilly@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
Polar Bear Reading Club. Dec. 6-Jan.

31. Centreville Regional Library,
14200 St. Germain Drive, Centreville.
Read any five books between Dec. 6-
Jan. 31 and get a prize. Up to Grade
6. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ce/ or 703-830-2223.

Lights Festival. Through Sunday, Jan.
4 at 7700 Bull Run Drive, Centreville.
Almost two and a half miles of light
displays and a Holiday Village to
celebrate the season. Visit
www.bullrunfestivaloflights.com.

Exhibit of Colorful Nutcrackers at
Historic Sully. Through Jan. 31.
Sully Historic Site, 3650 Historic Sully
Way, Chantilly. See an array of
nutcrackers, both old and new, in a
colorful case exhibit. This holiday
exhibit is included in a guided tour of
the 1794 house. Sully, the home of
Richard Bland Lee, northern Virginia’s
first congressman, will be decorated
for the holiday season from Dec. 3-22.
703-437-1794 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sully

Singing. 7:30 p.m. at Lord of Life
Lutheran Church, 13421 Twin Lakes
Drive, Clifton. The Fairfax Jubil-Aires
rehearse every Wednesday which
includes training by an award-
winning director. Visit
www.fairfaxjubilaires.org for more.

PET ADOPTIONS
Ugly Sweater Party. Friday and

Saturday, Dec. 12 and 13. 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Fairfax County Animal Shelter,
4500 West Ox Road, Fairfax.There
will be 40 available cats and kittens
and 25 dogs and puppies, many
wearing their best holiday sweaters.
Dog adoption fees $100, cat adoption
fees $50. Most pets go home the same
day they are adopted. Call 703-830-
1100 or email FCPDPetResources@
fairfaxcounty.gov.

FRIDAY/DEC. 12
Holiday Book Sale. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Centreville Regional Library, 14200
St. Germain Drive, Centreville. Gift-
quality used book sale. All ages
holiday book sale.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ce/ or 703-830-2223.

Kinder-Budds: Book Buddies for
Kindergarteners. 4:30 p.m.
Chantilly Regional Library, 4000
Stringfellow Road, Chantilly. A book
discussion group for boys and girls.
Ask for title. Kindergarteners.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ch/ or 703-502-3883.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/DEC. 12-13
Used Book Sale. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. at

Centreville Regional Library, 14220
St. Germain Drive, Centreville. Books
for all ages will be offered at bargain
prices. The book sale is open to the
public. Call 703-830-2223 for more.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/ DEC. 12-14
Sugarloaf Crafts Festival. 10 a.m.-6

p.m. at Dulles Expo Center, 4320
Chantilly Shopping Center Drive,
Chantilly. More than 250 of the
nation’s finest artisans will display
and sell their handcrafted work. Visit
www.sugarloafcrafts.com for more.

SATURDAY/DEC. 13
Holiday Book Sale. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Centreville Regional Library, 14200
St. Germain Drive, Centreville. Gift-
quality used book sale. All ages
holiday book sale.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ce/ or 703-830-2223.

Thriving Three to Fives. 10:30 a.m.
Centreville Regional Library, 14200
St. Germain Drive, Centreville. Stories
and activities. Age 3-5 with adult.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ce/ or 703-830-2223.

Kaleidoscope Storytime: An
Adaptive Storytime. 10:30 a.m.
Chantilly Regional Library, 4000
Stringfellow Road, Chantilly. Family
sensory storytime focusing on the
strengths and adapting to children on

the autism spectrum and with other
developmental challenges. Stories,
songs and movement in a welcoming
atmosphere. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/branches/ch/ or 703-502-
3883.

ESL Book Club. 11 a.m. Chantilly
Regional Library, 4000 Stringfellow
Road, Chantilly. Adults learning
English meet to discuss a book chosen
by the group. Ask for title.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ch/ or 703-502-3883.

Paws for Reading. 3 p.m. Chantilly
Regional Library, 4000 Stringfellow
Road, Chantilly. Read aloud for a 15-
minute session with atherapy dogs.
Bring own book or choose a book
from the library. Age 5-12.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ch/ or 703-502-3883.

Candlelight Tour. 4:45 p.m. Sully
Historic Site, 3650 Historic Sully Way,
Chantilly. As Sully recreates
Christmas celebrations of the past, see
the 1794 house and outbuildings lit
by natural candlelight. Civil War
soldiers will savor their Christmas
meal around the campfire and open a
Christmas box from home. Prepaid
reservations are required and space is
limited. Tickets are $10.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sully or
703-437-1794.

SUNDAY/DEC. 14
Candlelight Tour. 4:45 p.m. Sully

Historic Site, 3650 Historic Sully Way,
Chantilly. As Sully recreates
Christmas celebrations of the past, see
the 1794 house and outbuildings lit
by natural candlelight. World War II
soldiers and friends enjoy a Christmas
party and dance to period tunes.
Prepaid reservations are required and
space is limited. Tickets are $10.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sully or
703-437-1794.

MONDAY/DEC. 15
ESL Book Club. 7 p.m. Centreville

Regional Library, 14200 St. Germain
Drive, Centreville. Adults learning
English meet to discuss a book chosen
by the group. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/branches/ce/ or 703-830-
2223.

5th and 6th Grade Book Club. 7:30
p.m. Centreville Regional Library,
14200 St. Germain Drive, Centreville.
Read either ”Hold Fast” by Blue
Balliett or ”Wonder” by R. J. Palacio.
School age. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/branches/ce/ or 703-830-
2223.

Book Buddies: Book Group for
First and Second Graders. 4:30
p.m. Chantilly Regional Library, 4000
Stringfellow Road, Chantilly. A book
discussion for boys and girls. Ask for
title. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ch/ or 703-502-3883.

Writers of Chantilly. 6:45 p.m
Chantilly Regional Library, 4000
Stringfellow Road, Chantilly. Share
works, give and receive feedback in a
supportive setting. Adults.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ch/ or 703-502-3883.

TUESDAY/DEC. 16
Read! Build! Play!: Duplo

Storytime. 11:30 a.m. Chantilly
Regional Library, 4000 Stringfellow
Road, Chantilly. Duplo play story time
to help develop and reinforce early
literacy skills.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ch/ or 703-502-3883.

Ravenous Readers. 7 p.m. Book
discussion. This months title is “A
Mango-Shaped Space” by Wendy
Mass. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ce/ or 703-830-2223.

Pajama Party. 7 p.m. Chantilly
Regional Library, 4000 Stringfellow
Road, Chantilly. Bring a favorite
cuddly friend and a blanket. Wear
pajamas and get ready for a rockin’
good time. Ages 3-5 with caregiver.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ch/ or 703-502-3883.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 17
Starlight Storytime. 7 p.m.

Centreville Regional Library, 14200
St. Germain Drive, Centreville. Stories
and fun for the whole family. Pajamas
and stuffed friends welcome. Ages 4-
8. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ce/ or 703-830-2223.

eBook Help. 1 p.m. Chantilly Regional
Library, 4000 Stringfellow Road,
Chantilly. Get any eBook questions

answered. No prior experience
needed. Bring tablet or e-reader and
library card. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/branches/ch/ or 703-502-
3883.

Storytime for Three to Fives. 1:30
p.m. Chantilly Regional Library, 4000
Stringfellow Road, Chantilly. Early
literacy program with stories and
activities. Age 3-5 with caregiver.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ch/ or 703-502-3883.

Adventures in Art. 7 p.m. Chantilly
Regional Library, 4000 Stringfellow
Road, Chantilly. Explore the exciting
world of art through a combination of
stories and art projects. Come dressed
to get messy. Ages 4-7 with caregiver.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ch/ or 703-502-3883.

THURSDAY/DEC. 18
Time for Tots. 11 a.m. Centreville

Regional Library, 14200 St. Germain
Drive, Centreville. Stories and
activities. Age 2-3 with adult.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ce/ or 703-830-2223.

Civil War Lecture. 7 p.m. Centreville
Regional Library, 14200 St. Germain
Drive, Centreville. Presentation by
author and historian David Goetz.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ce/ or 703-830-2223.

Bouncin’ Babies. 3 and 4 p.m.
Chantilly Regional Library, 4000
Stringfellow Road, Chantilly. Rhymes,
songs, stories and activities. Build an
early literacy foundation for the child
while enjoying time together. Birth-11
months with caregiver.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ch/ or 703-502-3883.

English Conversation Group. 7 p.m.
Chantilly Regional Library, 4000
Stringfellow Road, Chantilly. Practice
your English with other students.
Adults. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/branches/ch/ or 703-502-
3883.

FRIDAY/DEC. 19
Ready for School Storytime. 2 p.m.

Chantilly Regional Library, 4000
Stringfellow Road, Chantilly. Early
literacy storytime program for
children ready to be on their own

without caregivers or siblings. Age 4-
5. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ch/ or 703-502-3883.

Bouncin’ Babies. 3 p.m. Chantilly
Regional Library, 4000 Stringfellow
Road, Chantilly. Rhymes, songs,
stories and activities. Build an early
literacy foundation for the child while
enjoying time together. Birth-11
months with caregiver.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ch/ or 703-502-3883.

Small Wonders. 4 p.m. Chantilly
Regional Library, 4000 Stringfellow
Road, Chantilly. Rhymes, songs,
stories and activities. Build an early
literacy foundation for the child while
enjoying time together.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ch/ or 703-502-3883.

SATURDAY/DEC. 20
English Conversation Group. 3:30

p.m. Centreville Regional Library,
14200 St. Germain Drive, Centreville.
English conversation practice
opportunity for adults learning
English. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/branches/ce/ or 703-830-
2223.

Lego Mania K-2. 12:30 p.m. Chantilly
Regional Library, 4000 Stringfellow
Road, Chantilly. Come show off your
Lego building skills. Grades K-2.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ch/ or 703-502-3883.

eBook Help. 2 p.m. Chantilly Regional
Library, 4000 Stringfellow Road,
Chantilly. Get any eBook questions
answered. No prior experience
required. Bring tablet or eReader and
library card. Adults.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/ch/ or 703-502-3883.

Candlelight Tour. 4:45 p.m. Sully
Historic Site, 3650 Historic Sully Way,
Chantilly. As Sully recreates
Christmas celebrations of the past, see
the 1794 house and outbuildings lit
by natural candlelight. Explore
Christmas in the 19th century from
Austen to Dickens. Hear some of Jane
Austen’s observations of the holiday
in the Federal period. Prepaid
reservations are required and space is
limited. Tickets are $10.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sully or
703-437-1794.

Holiday Entertainment

Holiday Guide

Helping Northern
Virginia Family Services

Bellezza Spa of Centreville is collecting canned goods this month for North-
ern Virginia Family Services. Clients who bring in five cans of food will get a
10 percent discount on spa services. Above are, from left, Bellezza Spa staff:
Anne Brown, esthetician, Tara Kong, nail technician, Stacy Zambrana, man-
ager, and Paola Berrios, owner. Northern Virginia Family Service is a private,
nonprofit community service organization dedicated to helping individuals and
families through a variety of programs, such as Workforce Development Ser-
vices, Early Childhood Services, Health and Mental Health Services, Housing
Services, Child Placement Services, Intervention and Prevention Services and
Legal Services. Visit www.nvfs.org. For information on Bellezza Spa, visit
www.bellezzaspava.com.
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Buying Gifts Locally

Cupcaked, 12644 Chapel Road,
Clifton, offers cupcakes for $3.50.

“Cupcakes are great gifts because
they’re cute, pretty and everyone
loves a cupcake,” said owner
Kristina Baranowski, who makes a
new batch each morning. “It’s not
too much, not too little.”

Clifton Wine Shop & Tast-
ing Room, 7145 Main St., Clifton,
offers Commonwealth Joe choco-
late $9.50 (Culpepper),
McCauley’s Peppers (Washington,
D.C.) $12, Azahar Coffee Company
$2 per ounce, Ovid Napa Valley
2010 $300, Hardywood Virginia
Blackberry Belgian white beer
$10.49 (Richmond), Virginia Chut-
ney Company Mango Chutney $10.

— Tim Peterson

Owner Kristina Baranowski
puts fresh fruit (when in
season), herbs and other
ingredients into her cup-
cakes, scones and
macarons.

Seasonal cupcakes like
white chocolate pepper-
mint, eggnog and carrot
cake make appearances
week to week at Cupcaked
in Clifton, but red velvet
remains the hottest seller.

Ed Dyer of Fairfax Station and Lucinda Lawson of Clifton
discuss Christmas beers at the bar in the Clifton Wine
Shop & Tasting Room.

The Clifton Wine Shop &
Tasting Room stocks all
manner of consumable
gourmet gifts from Virginia
and abroad.

Photos by Tim Peterson/The Connection
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Burke

Springfield

Fairfax

Fairfax 
Station

Vienna

Falls
Church

Oakton

Clifton

Centreville

Chantilly

sas

Wood

123

12328

286

495

66

95

50

50

29

1

50

FAIRFAX

7

6

4

5
3

2

1

8

9
10

11

12

13

14

Address .................................... BR FB HB .... Postal City ...... Sold Price ... Type ......... Lot AC . PostalCode ...... Subdivision ........ Date Sold

1  10600 HUNTING SHIRE LN ..... 5 .. 4 .. 2 . FAIRFAX STATION $1,300,000 .... Detached .... 5.00 ........ 22039 .. THE ENGLISH HILLS EST . 10/24/14

2  9740 THORN BUSH DR ........... 4 .. 4 .. 2 . FAIRFAX STATION $1,300,000 .... Detached .... 7.20 ........ 22039 .. ESTATES AT ROSELAND . 10/27/14

3  8907 TITLEIST TRL ................. 5 .. 5 .. 1 ........ LORTON ...... $1,207,500 .... Detached .... 0.85 ........ 22079 .... CALLAWAY GREENS .. 10/16/14

4  3952 WOODBERRY MEADOW DR .. 5 .. 4 .. 1 ........ FAIRFAX ......... $999,999 .... Detached .... 0.17 ........ 22033 .. KENSINGTON MANOR 10/08/14

5  9689 ALEXANDRA NICOLE DR .... 4 .. 3 .. 1 ........ LORTON ......... $966,511 .... Detached .... 0.87 ........ 22079 ......... DENALI WAY ........ 10/15/14

6  6065 INNISVALE DR ............... 4 .. 3 .. 1 . FAIRFAX STATION .. $950,000 .... Detached .... 5.00 ........ 22039 .... STATION CROSSING .. 10/10/14

7  13714 BLACK SPRUCE WAY .... 4 .. 3 .. 1 ...... CHANTILLY ....... $902,000 .... Detached .... 0.29 ........ 20151 ............ PATERRA ........... 10/03/14

8  7343 HOOES RD ..................... 5 .. 6 .. 0 .... SPRINGFIELD ..... $895,000 .... Detached .... 0.52 ........ 22150 ........... BONE MILL ......... 10/01/14

9  10094 COVER PL .................... 5 .. 4 .. 1 ........ FAIRFAX ......... $864,000 .... Detached .... 0.14 ........ 22030 .......... FARRCROFT ........ 10/10/14

10  5119 BEBE CT ........................ 4 .. 4 .. 1 .... CENTREVILLE ..... $849,900 .... Detached .... 0.20 ........ 20120 ... FAIRLAKES CROSSNG . 10/20/14

11  3501 PERRY ST ....................... 5 .. 4 .. 1 ........ FAIRFAX ......... $845,000 .... Detached .... 0.59 ........ 22030 ........... COBBDALE ......... 10/31/14

12  8536 OLD KEENE MILL RD ...... 4 .. 5 .. 1 .... SPRINGFIELD ..... $830,000 .... Detached .... 0.49 ........ 22152 ......... FAIRFAX PARK ....... 10/08/14

13  7605 MCWEADON LN ............. 5 .. 4 .. 1 .... SPRINGFIELD ..... $805,000 .... Detached .... 0.21 ........ 22150 .. ACCOTINK BLUFF EST . 10/10/14

14  6533 NOVAK WOODS CT ........ 4 .. 2 .. 1 ......... BURKE .......... $683,000 .... Detached .... 0.22 ........ 22015 ....... WOODED GLEN ..... 10/15/14

Copyright 2014 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of November 18, 2014.

Top Sales in
October, 2014

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The ConnectionLocal REAL ESTATE

2  9740 Thorn Bush Drive,
Fairfax Station —
$1,300,000

4  3952 Woodberry
Meadow Drive,
Fairfax — $999,999

9  10094
Cover Place,

Fairfax —
$864,000

10  5119 Bebe Court,
Centreville —
$849,900
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Home LifeStyle

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

W
hile holiday shopping is part
of the spirit of the season,
for some choosing a present
for everyone on their list can

be overwhelming. Local small business own-
ers come to the rescue with gift ideas for
the home.

Give the gift that keeps on burning long
after the holidays. Autumn Clayton, owner
of Covet, a boutique in Arlington that spe-
cializes in local and handmade gifts, rec-
ommends hand-poured, soy candles by
Sydney Hale in Purceville, Va. Among the
exotic fragrances are tobacco sandalwood
and fir and blue sage.

“They are 100-percent soy and we carry
a wide variety of scents,” said Clayton. “10-
percent of the sales from these candles ben-
efit Lost Dog Rescue.”

“The nice thing about these fragrances is
that they smell great, but they’re not over-
powering,” added Covet’s Ximena Bryce.

At $30 each, the candles have 50-hours
of burn time and come in a glass that can
be re-used for drinking when the candle is
gone.

For the cook, Clayton also recommends
hand-stitched kitchen towels by Nesta
Home. “They make great hostess gifts and

last longer than a bottle of wine,” she said.
“No one wants to come to a party empty-
handed. You can even wrap a bottle of wine
in the towel.” The towels are $14 each.

Wreaths with a nod to nature are among
the top picks of Lauren Gregory of JT Inte-
riors in Potomac, Md. “They will dry and
turn brown and are made in such away that
they can be stored and pulled out again next
year,” said Gregory. They range in price from
$60 to $185 and come in natural materials

Local shop owners offer suggestions
to make holiday shopping easier.Gifts for the Home

Gold-rimmed prayer bowls are a gift recommendation by Lauren Gregory
of JT Interiors in Potomac, Md.

Hand-poured,
soy candles
by Sydney
Hale in
Purceville,
Va., in fra-
grances like
tobacco-
sandalwood
and fir and
blue sage are
available at
Covet in
Arlington.

like pine cones, cinnamon sticks and mag-
nolia leaves.

Gregory also recommends electric hurri-
cane lamps, which come on a strand and
are priced at $103 for a 90-inch strand, and
prayer bowls.

“They are made by a woman who sur-
vived cancer and had a family who was
praying for her kept their prayer intentions
in a bowl,” she said. “When the woman
found out about it she was touched. The

Wreaths made of magnolia leaves
and pinecones, like these from JT
Interiors in Potomac, Md., can be
stored and re-used after the leaves
have dried.

prayer bowls make a great gift because they
tell the story behind them.”

Limited edition ornaments by Mark Rob-
erts are the choice of John Brown of J Brown
and Company in Old Town Alexandria.
“They’re beautiful and they’re all jeweled
and come in colors like red, green white
and robin’s egg blue” said Brown.
Handcrafted with an old-fashioned flair and
embellished with crystals, the figurine-or-
naments are a collector’s item.

Photos

courtesy of

JT Interiors
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

C
hris Haddock stood on the wet
turf at Centreville High School
following the Wildcats’ 21-17
victory over Westfield in the 6A

North region final and talked about their
opponent in the upcoming state champion-
ship game.

“I know Ocean Lakes is a really, really
good football team,” Haddock said. “I know
that they are nationally ranked and they are
undefeated …

“It’s going to be a formidable challenge.”
Sound familiar?
Last season, the Centreville football team

faced Oscar Smith in the 6A state final at
Scott Stadium in Charlottesville. The Tigers
were undefeated, nationally ranked and
oozing with size and athletic ability. None
of it mattered, though, as the Wildcats
thumped Oscar Smith 35-6 to capture
Centreville’s second state championship and
first since 2000. The Wildcats finished the
season 15-0 and nationally ranked.

On Saturday, Centreville (12-2) will re-
turn to Scott Stadium to face Ocean Lakes
in the 6A state championship game at 4:07
p.m. The Dolphins are 14-0 and ranked No.
9 in the nation by USA TODAY. They have
scored at least 39 points in every game and
at least 49 points on nine occasions. Ocean
Lakes has outscored its four playoff oppo-
nents 179-42, including a 49-28 victory over
Oscar Smith on Dec. 5 in the 6A South re-
gion final.

Ocean Lakes has several highly-recruited
athletes, including 5-foot-10, 166-pound

junior cornerback Levonta Taylor, who
ESPN.com ranks as the No. 20 recruit in
the nation for the class of 2016.

Senior linebacker Jahvoni Simmons is
committed to the University of Virginia,
according to ESPN.com, which ranks
Simmons No. 166 on its list of the top 300
recruits in the class of 2015. Senior run-
ning back/receiver Jaason Lewis (6-4, 241)
is committed to Arizona State. He has
rushed for 1,762 yards and 28 touchdowns
and is averaging 9 yards per carry, accord-
ing to stats from maxpreps.com. He also has
18 receptions for 266 yards and four scores.

Senior safety Jahque Alleyne (6-1, 180)
is committed to Virginia Tech, senior
cornerback/running back TJ Griffin (5-9,
167) is committed to Wisconsin.

Eric Crosby, a 6-foot-2, 260-pound sopho-
more, rushed for 132 yards and four touch-
downs against Oscar Smith in the 6A South
final.

While the Dolphins have plenty of size
and athleticism, the Wildcats know they
found a way to beat talented Oscar Smith
last season.

“At the beginning of the game when we
were warming up against Oscar Smith last
year, we were shaking in our boots a little

bit,” Centreville senior linebacker Tyler Love
said. “They were a pretty intimidating group
of kids that were real big, and we’re not a
very big team. We just know we can play
with those kids. We can play with anybody.”

Love played a major role in the Wildcats
returning to the state final. After missing a
month with a knee injury, Love returned for
Saturday’s game and made a major impact,
smashing Bulldog ball-carriers and coming
up with a quarterback sack on the game’s
final play.

“When I was hitting him, I tried to look
to see if the ball was still in his hand, see if
he threw it or not,” Love said of his sack
that stopped Westfield’s final drive. “When
I saw the ball, it was a great feeling.”

Love was an all-state linebacker as a jun-
ior and a state-champion wrestler. He will
wrestle for the University of Virginia.

“Nobody really thought that he had a shot
at coming back,” Haddock said about Love
overcoming a knee injury. “Somebody asked
me about him and I said don’t ever count
Tyler Love out. I’ve never seen a kid who is
so resilient in my life.

“… He was cleared [to practice] on Mon-
day (Dec. 1) and every day was a little bit
better. Thursday, he’s like, ‘coach, I’m good

to go.’ I told our coaches, ‘I know he’s a
tough kid and all that, let’s just be careful.’
Friday he was running around like he’d been
doing it all year and you saw what he did
today.

“… He’s a champion, he’s a winner and
he’s a great leader. He’s a great kid. At the
end of the day, great leaders and great kids
make great plays, and he did that today.”

Love isn’t the only Centreville standout
to miss time due to injury this season. Run-
ning back A.J. Turner, who is committed to
the University of South Carolina, missed
much of the season with a wrist injury. In
Saturday’s region final, he returned the
opening kickoff 98 yards for a touchdown
and scored on a 52-yard run. He finished
with 19 carries for 140 yards.

“It helps out a lot,” senior receiver Charles
Tutt said of having Turner on the field. “He’s
our [motor]. When he gets going, the rest
of the team gets going.”

Senior quarterback Joe Ferrick completed
7 of 11 passes for 107 yards. He threw the
game-winning 22-yard touchdown pass to
Xavier Nickens-Yzer with 7:28 remaining in
the fourth quarter.

Westfield running back Evan Gray scored
on a 61-yard run and a 56-yard reception
from quarterback Mason Scoville.

Westfield lost in the region final for the
fourth consecutive season.

Centreville senior running back Taylor
Boose, who is committed to the University
of Cincinnati, sat out of Saturday’s game
with a knee injury. Haddock said he didn’t
know if Boose would play in the state final.

Centreville has an opportunity to become
the first Northern Region team to win back-
to-back big school state titles since
Annandale won in 1993 and 1994.

“I don’t ever put anything past our kids,”
Haddock said. “They just find a way. They’ve
stepped up and they’ve filled in and I’m
extremely proud of them. We’re excited to
play one more week and hopefully bring
one back to Northern Virginia.”

Centreville Football To Face Ocean Lakes in 6A State Final
Wildcats beat
Westfield, repeat
as 6A North
region champs.

Members of
the
Centreville
football
team cel-
ebrate after
winning the
6A North
region
champion-
ship on Dec.
6. The
Wildcats
beat
Westfield,
21-17.

Centreville linebacker Tyler Love (51) returned from a knee injury
and had a major impact in the 6A North region final against
Westfield on Dec. 6.

Centreville senior A.J. Turner returned a kickoff for a touchdown and
scored a rushing touchdown against Westfield on Dec. 6.
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Chantilly Connection Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-752-4031 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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People

F
or the second year in a row,
Galileo Lopez of the
Armfield Farms community
in Chantilly created a

16x36-foot Halloween Maze on his
driveway on Beech Down Drive with
decorated hallways and rooms. With
help from his friends, relatives and
neighbors who dressed as a crazy
clown and mad doctor, he created a
lawn cemetery, toddler trail, and
maze that included a skeleton in an
electric chair, a creepy crawler, or-
gans in jars, and alien embryo water
balloons. From 7 to 10 p.m., the line
stretched down the block as neigh-
bors waited to take a tour while ee-
rie music blasted from the speakers.
He started planning and building the
project on Nov. 1 last year. This year’s
maze took him the entire month of
October to assemble.

— Steve Hibbard

A Look Back Inside the Halloween Maze in Chantilly

From left: Jordan Cole, Kaleigh Cole, Madison Cole,
Ashley Reyes and Jaden Cole.

Glenda Lopez as the Mad Doctor.

Isobel Cobb, 12, who is
portraying Samara from
“The Ring.” Keenan Gorman, 11, as the Killer Clown.

Yan Tsang, the insane guy.

A creepy crawler.Halloween Maze creator Galileo
Lopez Halloween decorations adorn the front yard.

Ryan Laughton, Westley
Laughton and Xavier Hill.

Photo by Steve Hibbard/The Connection
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Zone 4 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 4:

• Centreville
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Falls Church AntiqueS

Christmas Shop Now Open!

Best Kept Secret of The Metro Area!

Falls Church Antique Co.
250W. Broad St. Falls Church, Va • 703-2419642

Unique collection of antiques and collectibles,
including furniture, jewelry, glassware, pottery,

sterling silver, paintings, prints and more!
Fun home and gift ideas!

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

3 RE for Rent

Rent to buy homes
available. No qualifying 

necessary.
Downpayment required. 

Go to 
www.RentToBuyNOVA.com 

for full details.

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
TRG Westfield LLC, trading as 
Fosters Grille, 5007 Westone 
Plz, Chantilly, VA 20151. The 
above establishment is apply-
ing to the VIRGINIA DEPART-
MENTOF ALCOHOLIC BEV-
ERAGE CONTROL (ABC) for 
a Wine and Beer on and off 
Premises license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic bever-
ages. Jeremy Topper, Member
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 

submitted to ABC no later that 
30 days from the publishing 

date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. 

objections should be regis-
tered at www.abc.virginia.gov 

or 800-552-3200.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Dominion Cove Point LNG, LP
Proposes St. Charles Transportation Project

On December 3, 2014, Dominion Cove Point LNG, LP (DCP) filed with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC), in Docket No. CP15-22-000, an Abbreviated Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and
Necessity, pursuant to section 7 of the Natural Gas Act, for authorization to construct, install, own, operate, and
maintain certain facilities located in Fairfax County, Virginia and Charles County, Maryland that comprise the St.
Charles Transportation Project.  DCP seeks authorization for this project by July 1, 2015.  The details of this proposal
are more fully set forth in the application that is on file with the FERC and open to public inspection.

Specifically, DCP is seeking authorization of its “St. Charles Transportation Project” pursuant to which DCP will
provide 132,000 dekatherms per day (Dt/d) of transportation service to one customer.  The facilities required
for these services and proposed in the application consist of additional compression at an existing station, a
new gas cooler, and rearrange interconnecting pipe in Fairfax, County and install two new delivery taps in
Charles County, Maryland.

The filing may also be viewed on the web at http://www.ferc.gov using the “eLibrary” link.  Enter the docket
number excluding the last three digits in the docket number field to access the document.  For assistance,
please contact FERC Online Support at FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov or toll free at (866) 208-3676, or TTY,
contact (202) 502-8659.

The project name and docket number are important to know if you want to contact either DCP or FERC with
questions concerning this project.  The name of this project is the St. Charles Transportation Project and the
docket number is CP15-22-000.  Please use both the project name and docket number in any communication
with DCP or FERC.

DCP is a limited partnership organized and existing under the laws of the State of Delaware with its principal
place of business at 2100 Cove Point Road, Lusby, Maryland, 20657, and offices at 701 East Cary Street,
Richmond, Virginia, 23219.  DCP is a wholly-owned limited partnership of Cove Point GP Holding Company,
LLC and Dominion Gas Projects Company, LLC.

A separate notice concerning the project is being mailed to each affected landowner and to the government
agencies involved in the Project.  A copy of the Application can be viewed at the following libraries:

• Richard Byrd Library, 7250 Commerce Street, Springfield, VA 22150  Phone: (703) 451-8055

• Rust Library, 380 Old Waterford Road, Leesburg, VA 20176  Phone: (703) 777-0323

• Charles County Public Library, 2 Garrett Avenue, La Plata, MD 20646  Phone: (301) 934-9001

Additional information, including a copy of the application and a publication called “An Interstate Natural Gas Facility
on My Land? What Do I Need To Know?” is available through the FERC’s website at www.ferc.gov.  In addition, you
may contact FERC’s Office of External Affairs toll free at (866) 208-3372 or see www.ferc.gov.  To contact DCP about
the project, contact Tiffany Werts at (866) 319-3382 (toll free) with questions regarding the application.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Zone 4 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 1 p.m.

703-778-9411

Zone 4:

• Centreville
EmploymentEmployment

Dental Front Desk
Position in quality cosmetic-oriented 

practice in Burke, VA.
Great staff & salary

Experience preferred
Call  703-978-5660

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational
Internships
Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.comNewspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

CLASSIFIED • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com
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Zone 4 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 4:

• Centreville

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”
www.pphionfine.com

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3137(703) 590-3137

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS
MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,

MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

25 years of experience
Free estimates

703-868-5358

Leaf Removal
Gutter Cleaning

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Fall Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

FIREWOOD

CHARLES TREE 
SERVICE

Seasoned firewood
well seasoned 
ready to burn

Lic. • Bonded • Insured

703-830-2654

HAULING

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-3205 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

If I’ve heard it once – from my
oncologist – I’ve probably heard it a
dozen times over the last nearly-six
years. In fact, at the very first Team
Lourie meeting with him on February
27, 2009, after the initial examination,
followed by a review of my previous
doctor’s (emergency medicine, pulmo-
nary and thoracic) appointments and
diagnostic procedures completed (two
X-Rays, one CT Scan and one P.E.T.
Scan), he gave us my diagnosis: “stage
IV, non-small cell lung cancer,” and my
prognosis: “13 months to two years.”
After the shock wore off, he told us in
no uncertain terms that he could “treat
me but he couldn’t cure me,” and he
was hardly enthusiastic or encouraging
about any of what he had said.
However, he perked up slightly when he
suggested to me that “perhaps you
should take that trip you’ve always
dreamed of;” his first attempt at helping
me find some quality in my life.
Considering the context in which it was
said, the suggestion fell on deaf ears and
I started chemotherapy the very next
week.

This concern about my life, this
awareness of my life-expectancy-chal-
lenged reality has been an ongoing and
recurring theme during the regular dis-
cussions Team Lourie has had with my
oncologist. Whether I was feeling bad
during heavy-duty chemotherapy (“we
can stop or take a break anytime if it’s
too much?” he would ask) or feeling
good (“since you’re feeling so good,
maybe we should stop for a while;
enjoy your good quality of life”), the
quality of my life away from the Infusion
Center has always been a consideration.
And given what he knew and I didn’t,
perhaps I should have listened, but I
didn’t.

Not that I ever felt that he had, or
was, giving up on me; or that he was
imposing his perspective on me/us; it
was more like he was fulfilling his
legal/fiduciary-type responsibility/moral
obligation to educate me about choices,
realities even. These conversations
about life/living and death were/are
always the most difficult for me. The
figurative weight of it all almost
becomes literal. There’s nothing really
that prepares you for the process. I keep
thinking that someone with more expe-
rience, who’s lived longer and seen
more of life than I have, should be
advising me. Ultimately though, deci-
sions concerning life and death, the
most personal of all decisions, really fall
to the patient.

Now whether taking control and
being responsible for one’s own cancer
fight does keep the cancer at bay, no
one really knows. But after being “di-
seased” at such at an unexpected and
early age, 54 and a half, it feels good
sometimes to exert some control. At this
point in my survival, living is likely more
about quality than it is quantity – or so
I’ve been told, repeatedly, in a good and
honest way. Nevertheless, I’m not ready
to give up on the latter while embracing
the former.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

“Quality
 of Life” From Page 4

Bulletin Board

$25. Three levels: Basic, Intermediate and
Advanced. Class schedule Tuesdays and
Thursdays 7-9 p.m., Jan. 20-March 26.
www.lordoflifeva.org or 703-323-9500.

TUESDAY/MARCH 3
Listening Tour. 6:30 p.m. at Chantilly High

School, 4201 Stringfellow Road. Fairfax County
Public Schools Superintendent Karen K. Garza
will hold a series of listening tours during the
2014-15 school year, and invites students,
parents, employees and community members to
participate in these upcoming sessions. Visit
www.fcps.edu/news/listening-2014-15.shtml for
more.

WHITE HOUSE ORNAMENT SALE
The Western Fairfax County Woman’s Club is

selling 2014 White House Christmas
ornaments in honor of the 29th President
Warren G. Harding. This two piece train
ornament is a reminder of Harding’s use of
trains during his campaign and White Hour
years. Ornaments cost $20 and proceeds benefit
charity. Order by calling 703-378-6841 or 703-
378-6216.

ELECTRONICS RECYCLING
Residents can now “e-cycle” at the I-66

transfer station. It is free but residents may be
asked to show proof of residency. Personal
waste only. The I-66 station is located at 4618
West Ox Road, Fairfax and open from 8 a.m.-4
p.m. from Monday-Saturday and from 9 a.m.-4
p.m. on Sundays. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
dpwes/recycling/electric-sunday.htm for more.

DONATIONS
The student Auto Sales Program operating

from Centreville High School works in
conjunction with the CVHS automotive
technology classes to bring in donated
automobiles, boats and motorcycles for students
to work on. Some refurbished vehicles are sold,
with 75 percent of the proceeds going back to
the auto tech program. The program is in need
of cars, trucks or motorcycles, which are fully
tax deductible, for student training. Contact
Lyman Rose at 703-802-5588 or by e-mail
lyman.rose@fcps.edu for more.

SCAM ALERT
Scammers, identifying themselves as deputy

sheriffs, are calling residents of Fairfax County,
the City of Fairfax and the Towns of Herndon
and Vienna, threatening that they will be
arrested unless they purchase a money card, or
wire money through Western Union. The
Sheriff’s Office is in no way associated with this
scam. Sheriff’s deputies will not call to ask
individuals for money nor threaten arrest. Hang
up immediately on threatening phone calls
related to jury duty or tax payments. Do not give
out personal information and regularly monitor
all accounts and always use strong passwords.
To confirm a jury duty summons, contact the
Circuit Court jury duty clerk at 703-246-7816
(press 0). For information about tax scams, visit
the IRS consumer alerts page, www.irs.gov/uac/
Tax-Scams-Consumer-Alerts.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Meals on Wheels needs drivers in Chantilly,

Clifton, McLean and Falls Church on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday. Substitute drivers
needed throughout the county. For these and
other volunteer opportunities, call 703-324-
5406, TTY 711 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
olderadults and click on Volunteer Solutions.

The Sully Senior Center in Centreville needs a
certified personal trainer twice a week,
preferably with experience working with older
adults. For these and other volunteer
opportunities, call 703-324-5406, TTY 711 or
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadults and
click on Volunteer Solutions.

Korean Meals on Wheels needs Korean-
speaking volunteers to deliver meals Monday,
Wednesday and Friday in Centreville, Reston
and Annandale. For these and other volunteer
opportunities, call 703-324-5406, TTY 711 or
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadults and
click on Volunteer Solutions.
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News

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

C
entreville High’s Cho-
ral Department will
present its annual
Winter Concert on

Thursday, Dec. 18, at 7:30 p.m. in
the school theater. The concert is
free to all, and refreshments will
be served afterward.

“Every year my students amaze
and delight me and their audi-
ences with their talent and the
passion they bring to the music,”
said Choir Director Lynne
Babcock. “This year is no differ-
ent. I’m so looking forward to this
concert, and I hope the whole
community will turn out to sup-
port these wonderful singers. This

concert is a joyful, entertaining
way to usher in the holiday sea-
son.”

All five of Centreville’s choirs
will perform. The program will
begin with “Bright Mornin’ Star,”
an Appalachian folk tune. All the
choirs will sing it together, fol-
lowed by “Amavolovolo,” an Afri-
can folk song.

Next, Women’s Ensemble will
sing “El Cant de Ocels,” a song in
the Catalonian dialect, as well as
“Lazy John,” an Appalachian folk
song, and “This is the Day,” a gos-

pel tune. Men’s Ensemble will per-
form “Keep Your Hand on that
Plow,” a spiritual, and “Bar’bry
Ann,” an Irish folk tune.

Concert Choir will sing the
bluegrass tune, “Down to the
River to Pray,” plus the Spanish
folk song, “Oy Es Dia del Placer,”
and the Australian aboriginal
“Tunggare.”

Rounding out the first half of the
program will be the Madrigal En-
semble, singing two Renaissance
Madrigals: “Pase el Agoa” and
“Ecco Mormorar L’onde,” followed

by a contemporary arrangement of
“Greensleeves.”

“Madrigal Ensemble is a highly
select chamber choir,” said
Babcock. “The students sing mu-
sic from the Renaissance for most
of the school year. They also carol
in and around the community dur-
ing the Christmas season. Each
year at the Winter Concert, Mad-
rigal Ensemble can be seen and
heard caroling outside the theater
before the concert starts, to enter-
tain the audience members as they
come in to the theater.”

Opening the second half of the
concert will be Bella Voce, the ad-
vanced women’s choir, singing the
Appalachian folk tune,“Bring Me
Little Water, Silvey,” the
Sephardic song “Take a Step,” and
“J’ai vu le loup,” a French folk
song. The finale of its set is “In
My Dreams,” which was written
and recorded by the British mili-
tary women’s choir, to honor their
loved ones serving Iraq and
Afganistan. The male soloist, sing-
ing a duet with the choir, will be
Joshua Ewalt.

Then Symphonic Choir will per-
form its traditional version of
“Carol of the Bells,” followed by
“In the Bleak Midwinter,” arranged
and conducted by Centreville Cho-
ral alumnus Emily Dohse. Its next
three songs will be “Northern
Lights,” a beautiful tone poem,
“Old Horatius Had a Farm,” a sa-
tirical paroady, and “Hold On,” an
African-American spiritual.

Rounding out its set will be an
arrangement of “If I Had a Ham-
mer” which the group sang in Oc-
tober with the National Symphony
Orchestra at The Kennedy Center
for “A Concert against Hate.” The
soloist and guitarist on this piece
will be Seth Kim.

The concert’s finale will consist
of three numbers. The first, the
African folk song “Tshosholoza,”
will be performed by all the men
in the Choir Department; Ewalt
will again solo. The bluegrass tune
“Will the Circle Be Unbroken” will
follow.

“Then the evening will culmi-
nate with ‘An Irish Blessing,’ the
traditional finale for every CVHS
Winter Choral Concert,” said
Babcock. “Each year, choral
alumni in the audience are invited
to come on stage and join in the
singing of this lovely piece.”

Instrumentalists for the con-
cert will include Mike Maher on
piano, fiddle and banjo; Karsten
Kim and Francisca Idio on per-
cussion; and Seth Kim and Bree
Verrill on guitar.

CVHS to present
choral concert.

Ushering
In Holiday
Season

Students perform during the 2013 Winter Choral Concert. Centreville High choral students usher in the holidays.
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C E N T R E V I L L E
The Anglican Church of the Ascension

Traditional
Anglican Services

1928 Book of
Common Prayer

1940 Hymnal

13941 Braddock Road, (north off Rte. 29) Centreville, VA
703-830-3176   •   www.ascension-acc.org

Holy Communion 10 A.M. Sundays
(with Church School and Nursery)

Communities of Worship
To highlight your faith community,

call Karen at 703-917-6468


