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McLeanMcLean

2014 in McLean:
A Year in Review

News, Page 3

Looking at the Sky
News, Page 5

Garza’s Vision for
County Schools

News, Page 6

The first Silver Line metro train
from Wiehle-Reston East comes
through Tysons Corner and ar-
rives at the McLean station,
Saturday, July 26, 2014.
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Mr. and Mrs.
Paul and
Madeleine Tertell
of McLean are
happy to an-
nounce the
engagement of
their daughter,
Trish Tertell, to
Tom Harrell, son
of Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas and
Robin Harrell of
Alexandria. A
May wedding is
planned.

Trish studied en-
vironmental sci-
ence at the Univer-
sity of Virginia and
is a systems inte-
gration consultant
for Deloitte Con-
sulting. Tom stud-
ied psychology and
aquatic entomol-
ogy at Virginia
Tech and is an or-
ganized retail
crimes specialist.

Tertell, Harrell Engaged

Engagement
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Photo by Reena Singh/The Connection

Visitors playing cornhole between shots of bourbon at the Beer, Bourbon
and BBQ Festival in Tysons in September.

News
McLean Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or mclean@connectionnewspapers.com

By Reena Singh

The Connection

I
n the last 365 days, McLean has gone
through historic changes.

In just a year, the community has
become the home of a handful of

Metro stations and has begun the process
of revitalizing the central area’s walkability.

The Silver Line meant the opening of four
new Metro stations to much fanfare in July.
The stations — Greensboro, McLean, Tysons
Corner and Spring Hill — are all predomi-
nantly located in Tysons.

“Bringing Metro to our area is a major
transportation improvement that will pro-
vide a significant economic stimulus for the
county,” said Dranesville Supervisor John

Some of these paths include the comple-
tion of the sidewalk on Dead Run Drive and
a paved path on Lewinsville Road.

“We now have nearly continuous pedes-
trian access on Lewinsville Road between
Dolley Madison Boulevard and Leesburg
Pike,” said Foust.

More will be on the way. McLean Citizens
Association President Sally Horn said she
was happy to see the Board of Supervisors
pass 23 of the 24 sidewalk projects locals
were asking for.

A ONCE IN A CENTURY historical event
was McLean Citizens Association’s 100th
anniversary. The civic group - the oldest in
the county - celebrated with several talks
throughout the year, ranging from transpor-
tation updates to school concerns.

“We hosted meetings on a very wide and
diverse set of topics,” said Horn.

The group held a party in November for
their supporters, using the opportunity to
honor all the past and present MCA presi-
dents who were able to attend.

“Organizations come and go,” Board of
Supervisors Chairman Sharon Bulova said
at the event. “We do not have the oppor-
tunity often to honor an organization that
has not only lasted but is also a force in
the community.”

Metro, sidewalks and the 100th birthday of MCA.

2014 in McLean: A Year in Review

 Photo by Emma Harris/The Connection

Young residents and their parents were there for the opening of the
Silver Line, Saturday, July 26, 2014.

Photo by Reena Singh/The Connection

Past and present McLean Citizens Association presidents were honored
at MCA’s centennial celebration on Nov. 20, 2014.

Foust. “Two new interim parking lots, which
were obtained as a result of my board ac-
tion back in 2010, provide convenient ac-
cess to the new Metro stations for nearby
resident commuters.”

Since the opening, thousands of people
have been able to ride the Metro from their
home in the suburbs to downtown D.C. with
ease.

“Metro access has made Tysons accessible
to everyone as a work, live, play option, and
demand for all things Tysons is soaring,”
said Tysons Partnership Executive Director
Michael Caplin.

Caplin had spent the year turning Tysons
into a blossoming community rather than
just the business center it is currently seen
as. Just this year, a farmers market, several

parks and a laundry list of events were
added, bringing people in from all over the
county and the D.C. metropolitan area.

WITH THE METRO stations open came
the growing concern for accessibility.

“Traveling by bus has become easier and
more convenient with a greatly expanded
Connector Bus service and the new Tysons
Circulator buses,” said Foust. “There are also
new walking/biking routes to the Metro sta-
tions.”

Plans are currently in the works to bring
even more walkability and bike-friendly
paths into Tysons. McLean itself has seen
walking paths open up at different points
over the course of the year.

“Many residents want to be able to walk
or bike to schools, Metro stations, parks and
commercial districts,” said Foust.

Photo by Reena Singh/The Connection

Ribbon-cutting for the Lerner Town
Square and the Great Tastes of
Tysons in the summer.

“Bringing Metro to
our area is a major
transportation
improvement that will
provide a significant
economic stimulus for
the county.”

—Supervisor John Foust (D-
Dranesville)
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483
days since a still-unnamed Fairfax County
police officer shot unarmed John Geer
standing in the doorway of Geer’s home in
Springfield, then let him bleed to death on
Aug. 29, 2013. No information has been re-
leased about the incident, officers involved
not named, no explanation, no grand jury,
no charges. (as of Dec. 10, 2014)

Opinion

M
erry Christmas. It’s a magical
time of year, and perhaps Con-
nection Newspapers has over
indulged in displaying the

many rituals of Christmas on our pages in the
past few weeks. In events around the area, a
sense of community has infused holiday pa-
rades, Christmas tree lightings, menorah
lightings, choral performances, singing of car-
ols and other traditional events with warmth
and joy.

We have covered performances of
“The Nutcracker” and “A Christmas
Carol;” covered acts of compassion and
giving in almost every corner of our
communities; photographed Santa in so many
places arriving in so many ways — by boat at
Lake Anne in Reston, by firetruck in Vienna
and McLean and other places, by motorcycle
around Fairfax County; religious celebrations
of many kinds; gift indulgences of many kinds.

But Christmas is about the birth of Jesus
Christ. Whether you believe the Christmas story
literally or in spirit, you know it is the story of
joy, hope and love, the promise of redemption.
So here, let us share the verse from the Bible,
Luke 2: 4-19:

“So Joseph also went up from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the
town of David, because he belonged to the

house and line of David. He went there to reg-
ister with Mary, who was pledged to be mar-
ried to him and was expecting a child. While
they were there, the time came for the baby to
be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a
son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him
in a manger, because there was no room for
them in the inn.

“And there were shepherds living out in the
fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks
at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to

them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be
afraid. I bring you good news of great

joy that will be for all the people. Today in the
town of David a Savior has been born to you;
he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths
and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great com-
pany of the heavenly host appeared with the
angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God
in the highest, and on earth peace to men on
whom his favor rests.’

“When the angels had left them and gone
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has happened, which the Lord has told us
about.’ So they hurried off and found Mary and
Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the

manger. When they had seen him, they spread
the word concerning what had been told them
about this child, and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds said to them.
But Mary treasured up all these things and
pondered them in her heart.”

Happy Hanukkah
Happy Hanukkah, which lasts for eight days

and this year began Tuesday evening. While
Hanukkah is not one of the most important
Jewish religious observances, it is a celebra-
tion that gets added attention from timing.
Hanukkah celebrates the miracle of a one day
supply of oil for the temple lasting eight days.

Editor’s Note about the Rest of 2014
This is our last regular edition of 2014. Next

week, after Christmas, we will publish the
children’s edition, devoted entirely to the art-
work and writing of local students. Our next
regular editions will publish Jan. 7-8, 2015, with
deadline for content and advertising of Jan. 2.
In the meantime you can reach the editors at
editors@connectionnewspapers.com and sales/
marketing at sales@connectionnewspaper.com.

 — Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

A message of
peace and joy.Merry Christmas

Editorial

By Jeff Stewart

I
 would like to begin by saying that I have
always and still do support the police as a
whole. I appreciate the job that they do

and the risks they take on a daily basis in an
effort to keep the public safe. The ongoing
policy in Fairfax County of police self-investi-
gation, when officers are involved in possible
crimes, has to change.

I am willing to bet that all of you have heard
of Michael Brown and Ferguson Missouri? How
many of you have heard of John Geer? Prob-
ably not near as many. I would like to share a
story about another life taken by police. It hap-
pened right here in Fairfax County over 15
months ago.

On Aug. 29, 2013 I witnessed the homicide
of my best friend of over 25 years by a still
unidentified Fairfax County police officer. Late
that morning John had found out that his part-
ner of 24 years and mother of his two children
was moving out. John became distraught and
began to throw some of her property in the
front yard. One of John’s daughters called their
mom and she immediately came home from

work. After a heated discussion the police were
called. John kissed his daughters and sent them
to a neighbor’s house. Nobody was in the home
with John when police arrived. I arrived shortly

after the police to find several of-
ficers on the scene. Two officers
were holding John at gunpoint as
he stood in the doorway of his home
talking calmly with his empty hands
resting on top of the storm door.
John, feeling he had committed no
crime, refused the officers’ orders
to come outside. The police were
told that John owned firearms and
reportedly he had expressed a will-
ingness to use those firearms if the
police tried to enter his home with-
out a warrant. After around 40 min-
utes of what appeared to be calm
conversation, John began to lower
his hands almost deliberately slow,
with his clearly empty palms
pressed against the screen. I
thought for a second that this con-
frontation was ending and John
was coming out of the home. When
John’s empty hands were about
even with his face, he was shot once
in the chest from less than 20 feet.
John had made no quick or aggres-
sive moves of any kind and ap-
peared to be no threat to police, to
others or to himself. John quickly
hunched over, grabbed his wound
and retreated into the house. He

Fifteen months, after the shooting of John Geer,
no officer has been identified, no charges
have been filed,
no grand jury has
been convened.

Do Fairfax County Police Act with Impunity?

See Police,  Page 11

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered

to homes and businesses.
Published by

Local Media Connection LLC

1606 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Free digital edition delivered to
your email box. Go to

connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com

Kemal Kurspahic
 Editor ❖ 703-778-9414

kemal@connectionnewspapers.com

Amna Rehmatulla
Editorial Assistant

703-778-9410 ext.427
arehmatulla@connectionnewspapers.com

Reena Singh
Community Reporter

757-619-7584
rsingh@connectionnewspapers.com

Jon Roetman
Sports Editor ❖ 703-752-4013

jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
@jonroetman

ADVERTISING:
For advertising information

sales@connectionnewspapers.com
703-778-9431

Trisha Hamilton
Display Advertising

703-778-9419
trisha@connectionnewspapers.com

Andrea Smith
Classified Advertising

703-778-9411
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Debbie Funk
National Sales
703-778-9444

debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com

David Griffin
Marketing Assistant

703-778-9431
dgriffin@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor & Publisher
Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
@MaryKimm

Executive Vice President
Jerry Vernon

jvernon@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor in Chief
Steven Mauren

Managing Editor
Kemal Kurspahic
Photography:

Deb Cobb, Craig Sterbutzel
Art/Design:

Laurence Foong, John Heinly
Production Manager:

Geovani Flores

Special Assistant to the Publisher
Jeanne Theismann

jtheismann@connectionnewspapers.com
@TheismannMedia

CIRCULATION: 703-778-9426
circulation@connectionnewspapers.com

McLean



McLean Connection  ❖  December 24-30, 2014  ❖  5www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Townhouse garden design
and installation

Make your garden
dreams come true!

FREE CONSULTATION
www.jewelboxgardensbysuzanne.com

jewelboxgardensbysuzanne@gmail.com

To highlight your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-778-9422

DAILY EUCHARIST:
Weekdays
Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM & 8:30 AM
Saturday, 8:30 AM

SUNDAY LITURGY SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM
1:30 PM Spanish Liturgy
5312 North 10th Street
Arlington Virginia 22205
Parish Office: (703) 528-6276

PARISH WEBSITE:
www.rc.net/arlington/stann

All Are
Welcome!

News

H
ours of practice are add-
ing up and paying off for
Sean Yongjoo Lim, a
McLean High School

sophomore who was recently selected
to compete in the International Boris
Goldstein Violin Competition in Bern,
Switzerland. The 15-year-old will be
among the youngest in a group of 30
violinists chosen from around the
world to compete, and he will be the
youngest competing from the United
States. Currently, Lim studies with
Amy Beth Horman in her in-home stu-
dio, which attracts dozens of talented
young violinists, who must audition
to get in.

“I still remember the first thing he
said during his audition,” said
Horman. “I could tell he wanted to tell
me something other than hello. He
said, ‘Oh I’m sorry, have you seen the
sky today?’ And I had not been out-
side all day! He was only 13 at the time
and I thought, this is a very different
kid. When he plays, he has a dreamer
way about him that is very captivat-
ing, and as soon as he played, what he said made
sense. It’s nice to have people in your life that re-
mind you to slow down.”

A serious musician but still a kid at heart, Lim is
lighthearted about the stresses of competing in Janu-
ary.

“I’m most looking forward to the food – my mom
and I love cheese and chocolate!” laughed Lim, who
was also surprised to learn he was the youngest com-
peting from the States. “I’m really excited for the
experience.”

He started playing the violin when he was 8 years
old but said he did not become serious about the
instrument until he joined the Horman Violin Stu-
dio. He has performed at notable venues that include
Carnegie Hall, the Lincoln Center, Kennedy Center,
the Smithsonian National Gallery of Art and others.
He made his solo musical debut two years ago with
the Kostrama Symphony Orchestra in Russia, and this
past summer was accepted into the Meadowmount
School of Music, the same music camp that educated

world-renown violinists Joshua Bell, Itzhak Perlman
and many others.

He practices an upwards of six hours of day, and
takes two of his high school classes online to accom-
modate his practice schedule.

“He’s practicing an impressive amount of hours,”
said Horman, “but it is not unheard of. It is what
students who are competing nationally and interna-
tionally do to prepare this much literature.”

“I’m currently working on Devil’s Trill by Tartini,
Beethoven’s Sonata, Bloch’s Sonata No. 1 by Heifetz,
and Paganini’s Caprise, No. 4 and No. 23,” said Lim
naming just some of the pieces, and he becomes very
serious when he starts to play.

“My friends really push me. As we get better I don’t
want to get left behind. I incorporate memories I have
of them into my music.”

Lim plans to continue with music in the future. To
follow Lim’s progress and learn more about the com-
petition in January, visit http://www.boris-goldstein-
competition.com/english/02/index.htm.

McLean High School sophomore Sean Yongjoo Lim
prepares for violin competition in Switzerland.

Looking at the Sky

Sean Yongjoo
Lim practices
the violin for
close to six
hours a day.
Here, he plays
Braham’s
Contemplation
by Heifetz, a
romantic
piece.

Photo by

Marissa Beale/

The Connection

Photo courtesy of the Horman Violin Studio

Sean Yongjoo Lim

www.lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find
the way. 2. not appreciated
or understood. 3. no longer

owned or known

Helping Animals Find
Their Way Since 2001

Adopt/Donate/Volunteer

Volunteers needed for adoption events, fostering,
transportation, adoption center caretaking and more.
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ington Area Boards of Education, Texas Tribune

By Tim Peterson

& Eden Brown

The Connection

K
aren Garza is a good listener. And
once she’s listened, she is, admit-
tedly, not very patient.

“If there’s a real issue, I don’t
think it has to be debated for 10 or 15 years,”
Garza said in an interview. “Either we’re
going to do something about it or not.”

In May and June 2014, less than 12
months after taking the helm as superinten-
dent of Fairfax County Public Schools, Garza
and her staff hosted eight community meet-
ings on the topic of later start times for high
schools. According to FCPS, 1,000 people
participated in person, another 2,000
weighed in online.

By October, the School Board voted in fa-
vor of changing the start times, something
it had been considering for years but never
pushed forward. For the 2015-2016 school
year, all county high schools will start classes
between 8 a.m. and 8:10 a.m.

Another entrenched issue: moving from
half-day Mondays at elementary schools to
full-days. The half-day weekly teacher work
period dated back to the 1970s.

“Once we identified we really have an is-
sue here, we don’t have enough time built
into our elementary schedules, I met with
the team and I said, ‘Can we get this done?’”
said Garza. “These are the reasons why we
need to change it, our timeline is aggres-
sive, but can we get it done? And they said,
‘Yes we can.’”

The School Board broke with 40 years of
half-day Mondays with a vote in June 2014.
The change went into effect at the begin-
ning of September.

“She looked at these with a new eye and
was very eager to move on them,” said Ryan
McElveen, an at-large School Board mem-
ber who was part of the group that hired
Garza, “so we could get on with dealing with
other issues.”

McElveen said Garza’s face-time at addi-
tional “listening tours,” meetings she’s been
hosting around the county since she came
to Fairfax from Lubbock, Texas in July 2013,
have helped re-establish critical community
ties.

“Under the previous superintendent,”
McElveen said, “there were perceptions the
board and the central office had precipi-

tously been removed from the viewpoint and
perspective of the community. That was key
in our hiring of Karen. We were looking for
someone who could bring the community
back into the fold.”

FORMER FCPS Superintendent Daniel
Domenech still lives in Fairfax County, and
his perspective differs somewhat from
McElveen. “It didn’t seem to me there was a
distance with [Garza’s predecessor] Jack
Dale,” he said. “I always felt that Fairfax as
a school system was very responsive to the
community, very much in tune with what’s
going on.”

The two men
agree that com-
munity involve-
ment is crucial to
moving the school
system forward.
In a county of
180,000 students
that’s growing by
17 a day (accord-
ing to Garza), that’s a lot of parents with a
lot of voices to listen to.

Debbie Kilpatrick, vice president of mem-
bership with Virginia PTA, is impressed so
far with Garza being “inclusive” and having
“contagious high energy.”

“She has a schedule not many people
could keep up with and she really doesn’t
say no to anyone who wants her time,” said
Kilpatrick. “On the contrary, she says, ‘No, I
want to listen.’”

Tina Hone, a School Board member from
2007 to 2011 and founder of the advocacy
group Coalition of the Silence, disagreed
with Garza over her first budget proposal
for the county.

“We had a little crossing of swords,” said
Hone. “What I really respect about Karen: I
publicly made a statement, then she called
me. I looked at the phone, pulled it away
from my head and looked at it again. I was
blown away by that.”

Hone sees Garza in stark contrast to pre-
vious FCPS leadership that exhibited “very

much an effort to
control rather
than respond.”
She cited the con-
troversial closing
of Clifton Elemen-
tary School in
June 2011, when
she said the board
did little to consult

with the public first.
“There was this sense there were mem-

bers of the School Board who said they don’t
want to meet with people who disagreed
with them,” she said.

“It takes courage to be a problem-solver,”

1  1986-1991: Elementary School Teacher,
Yoakum, Texas (1,539 students, 38% white and
50% Latino and spends about $8,000 per pupil).

2  July 1991-1994: Education Specialist, Region
III Education Service Center, Victoria, Texas.
Victoria ISD has 13,680 students and spends
about $7,500 per pupil annually.

3  July 1994-July 1996: Principal, East Side
Elementary School grades 5-6, Palacios
Independent School District (ISD), Palacios,
Texas (1,508 students, $10,269 per student, 68%
economically disadvantaged).

4  July 1996-July 1997: Curriculum Supervisor
K-12, El Campo ISD, El Campo, Texas (3,465
students, $9,735 per student,  67% economically
disadvantaged).

5  July 1997-July 1999: Associate Executive
Director for Governmental Relations, Texas
Association of School
Administrators.

6  July 1999-October 2002:
Executive Director
for Curriculum, Staff
Development, and
Accountability, Katy ISD,
Katy, Texas (58,444
students, $7,740 per student,
29% disadvantaged).

7  October 2002-August 2004: Associate
Executive Director for Governmental Relations,
Texas Association of School Administrators.

8  August 2004-June 2005: Deputy
Superintendent, Corpus Christi ISD, Corpus
Christi, Texas (38,041 students, spends $8,240,
68% disadvantaged).

9  June 2005-July 2009: Chief Academic
Officer, Houston ISD, Houston, Texas. (200,944
students, $9,231 per student, 80%
disadvantaged).

10  July 2009-June 2013: Superintendent of
Schools, Lubbock ISD, Lubbock, Texas (28,476
students, $8,163 per student, 62%
disadvantaged).

The Road to Fairfax County
A timeline of Superintendent Karen Garza’s career in education.

11  July 2013-present: Fairfax
County Public Schools
Superintendent. Fairfax County
Public Schools (186,785 students,
$16,880 per student, 26.4% free/
reduced price meal eligible).

Karen Garza’s vision: the irresistible force moving
the immovable object of Fairfax County Public Schools?

Profile

How Does She Do It?
schools.

“It’s my view that to better align a large
system, you have to narrow the number of
people at the highest levels making the de-
cisions,” Garza said. “I can create stronger,
better alignment with five people than I can
with eight people.”

One of Garza’s hires was Marty Smith as
chief of staff, to whom she delegated the lead
role on full-day Mondays. Smith was previ-
ously the superintendent of Cluster 1.

“He understands and knows the system,”
said Garza. “He knows the players, the right
people to bring to the table to get it done.
And he’s a good listener, which I appreci-
ate.”

“The biggest thing with Dr Garza is trust,”
said Smith. “She places a lot in the individu-
als who work for her. While I carried out
her vision, she was able to really build con-
sensus with the board in terms of an indi-
vidual approach. She did
much of the same with teacher
and principal associations.”

Even with a streamlined and
realigned support team, “Ob-
viously Dr. Garza is the CEO
for them to execute the vi-
sion,” said Moon. To be a pas-
sionate captain of the ship,
Garza is motivated by her lifelong love of
schools and learning. She started her career
as an elementary school teacher, aspiring to
be like her father, a college English profes-
sor.

“I love being in classrooms, and I’m
amazed at how gifted our students are,” said
Garza. “I’m very mindful of the fact that we
have such an opportunity for a positive im-
pact on students’ lives. I try to never lose
sight of the fact not only are you setting stu-
dents up for success at that next level, but
in many cases making a memory. Make it a
positive one.”

Hone said the teacher in Garza is appar-
ent and one key to her current success. “Ev-
erything she does, it’s how a teacher ap-
proaches things,” Hone said. “It’s clear, ex-
plained, pulling people in instead of telling
them what to do. That dictatorship thing
doesn’t work. There’s always someone run-

Hone continued, “to try to turn the ship
against the tide, with courage and grace to
get this stuff done.”

That courage, grace and increased input
from the community are helping Garza get
traction on the issues she prioritizes with the
School Board, still in its honeymoon phase
with Garza.

“We are all happy with her, the board
members,” said at-large member Ilryong
Moon. “I can say that with confidence. We
made a right decision bringing her to Fairfax.
She’s been helping the members to look at
issues in a certain perspective that we oth-
erwise wouldn’t have an opportunity to take
advantage of.”

BUT GARZA is not a one-woman show, and
she attributes her accomplishments in part
to the cabinet and administrative structure
she realigned within her first year. Unlike
most new superintendents, Garza brought
zero staff with her from the Lone Star State.
Instead, she spent her first fall and winter
assessing the team she inherited, before re-
organizing in the spring.

Garza nixed the old eight-cluster admin-
istration group in favor of five regions and
split the department of Professional Learn-
ing and Accountability roles among other
departments. This eliminated five staff po-
sitions and saved $637,000, according to
John Torre, public information officer for the

ning a rebellion.”
Garza will be tested when she and the

board tackle the $63.9 million deficit she
projected for FY2016 — and it gets worse
in FY2017.

“She is such a good diplomat and every-
one likes her,” said Fairfax County Federa-

tion of Teachers President
Steven Greenburg. “But there
is an expectation on the part
of some stakeholders that she
will generate revenue and
hold county or state officials
accountable for the decisions
they take. The only thing that
would limit what she wants to

accomplish is lack of funds.”
If she can manage the funds, Garza has a

Texas-sized list of goals for the county.

New Fairfax County Public Schools
Superintendent Karen Garza speaks
to parents and teachers at Sunrise
Valley Elementary School Monday,
Oct. 28, 2013.

 Dr. Karen Garza, incoming FCPS
Superintendent and Dr. Daniel
Domenech, former FCPS Superin-
tendent, both in robes at Bryant
Alternative School graduation, June
13, 2013, where Domenech was the
graduation speaker.

Senior Robyn Smith explains Active Minds while Lindsay Laiks, Rachel
Chalkley, Karen Garza and Kim Dockery listen at a March 2014 assembly
at Woodson High School. More than 1,100 people gathered for comfort
and advice in the aftermath of two student deaths.

Superintendent Karen
Garza shares a moment
with Debbie Kilpatrick,
president of Fairfax
County Council of PTAs
at the Listening Tour on
Dec. 6.

Photo by

Eden Brown/

The Connection
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Among them are making the compensation
for teachers more competitive with nearby
jurisdictions, developing a strategic plan for
redesigning the curriculum to be more
project- and problem solving-based, reduc-
ing class size, bringing technology to more
students and doubling the availability of Pre-
Kindergarten to qualifying students.

To address the funding, another priority
is mobilizing support from businesses in the
school system’s communities. Garza said the
FCPS Foundation, under a new yet-to-be-
named executive director, will drive support
from that relatively untapped resource.

“I’m hoping we’re able to garner a lot
more support from our business commu-
nity,” she said, “at least in those areas that
can help us be more innovative with tech-
nology education.”

View from Texas
In Houston

“When I hired Karen in 2005,” former Superin-
tendent of Houston Independent School District
(HISD) Dr. Abelardo Saavedra said, “the position of
chief academic officer had been open several
months. I went looking for her. I’d never met her but
I’d heard about her. There is a big difference be-
tween a mid-sized district and a larger one; the
dynamics are completely different. I was taking a
risk because she came from a mid-sized one of about
40,000 in Corpus Christi, and ours was much big-
ger. She adjusted very quickly.”

As Chief Academic Officer, Garza was responsible
for the educational programming and the academic
performance of 200,000 students and the adminis-
tration of 300 schools. Saavedra said one of their
most lasting accomplishments at HISD was the Per-

formance Pay initiative. “I had decided we’d do this,
but honestly, I had no idea how to do it. Ordinarily
I’d put it under HR but they weren’t moving fast
enough. Karen quickly took ownership. Of course I
didn’t have to ask Karen to take ownership,” he said
laughing. “This thing wasn’t moving and she
stepped up to the plate. It was tied to academics,
so she figured she could do it as well as the HR folks
could, and she did. That program continues today
and is why Houston did so well. “

Saavedra was referring to the district’s educa-
tional improvement and performance management
model, called ASPIRE (Accelerating Student
Progress. Increasing Results and Expectations). The
ASPIRE program paid over 18,000 teachers and
instructional staff more than $70 million in perfor-
mance bonuses over three years based on the
academic improvement of children.

After Garza’s first year, the average reading scores
of HISD students on the SAT test increased five
points while the Texas and national averages fell.

Saavedra noted that one of the most unusual
things about Garza was her relationship with the
Houston Chief Financial Officer Melinda Garrett.
”Usually in those jobs,” Saavedra said, “there are
silos formed between the financial folks and the aca-
demic folks. Not between Garza and Garrett. They
became good friends and worked together to make
positive changes happen.”

Garrett confirmed Garza’s achievements: “People in
Texas miss her but realize Texas’ loss is Virginia’s gain.
They were all happy she got this major
superintendent’s job. It is something she really wanted
and deserved. She will be great for Fairfax. She is not
afraid to make decisions. She always has her hand on
the pulse of the people she is working with.”

Garrett noted that she and Garza shared the same
background as school teachers; that love of work-
ing with children is something they both brought to
their work in funding schools and making sound de-
cisions for school districts.

In Lubbock
As Lubbock’s Independent School District’s super-

intendent, a job Garza held for four years before
coming to Fairfax, her accomplishments include
implementing a standardized curriculum for the
29,000-student district, focus on student achievement,
and financial stability. She left LISD with the largest
fund balance they had ever had and worked through
some hard times with state funding, getting gains for
teachers, students, and taxpayers. Garza helped lead
the effort to win voter approval of a $198 million bond
in 2010, the largest bond in the district’s history. As

Lubbock superintendent, Garza narrowed the achieve-
ment gap, increased the graduation rate and helped
reduce the number of students who drop out.

Linda DeLeon, a Fairfax County resident who had
served as a school board member in Lubbock, was
delighted to see Garza come to Fairfax.

She was asked by someone to attend one of
Garza’s early public hearings in Fairfax. When her
name was announced to the group, Garza lifted her
head and gave DeLeon a big smile: “Well, here is
Linda, someone I knew from Lubbock.” DeLeon had
been a school board member for 18 years in Lub-
bock under five different superintendents (but not
during Garza’s tenure) and had kept track of the
things Garza did while there.

She was impressed: “Karen Garza was up to the
challenge. What made her positive was she was
willing to sit with groups of people and have discus-

sions. Decisions were made that were very tough,
but she never wavered from being able to sit down
with a group even if they were against the decisions
she was looking to move forward with.”

DeLeon said Garza made positive changes in Lub-
bock. One was to consolidate schools. “Closing the
schools was the hardest issue for her. So many par-
ents came to these hearings, and complained that
closing schools was not right, that the school was
the nucleus of the neighborhood. But Garza worked
with them until you could see a transformation from
those parents. It’s true that now the kids have to go
a little further, but what they did made it possible
for 2-3 teachers to teach a 3rd grade class. They
coordinated, they worked together, and they did a
much better job serving the needs of the kids. You
could also actually see the gap close between mi-
nority and ‘anglo’ kids.”

Bio
KAREN GARZA
Current Position:

Fairfax County
Public Schools
Superintendent

Salary: $265,000
Age: 51
Hometown: Canyon,

Texas
Spouse: Louis Garza
Children: Four, grown
Education: Ph.D., University of Texas-Austin, May

2002; M.Ed., University of Houston-Victoria, May
1994; B.S., University of Houston-Victoria, 1986.

Facts about FCPS
❖ 196 schools
❖ Employs 23,447 people
❖ Teaches 183, 895 students
❖ Receives 52.4% of the county budget ($1,768.5 million)
❖ Spends $13,472 dollars per student
❖ Educates more students in trailers than total enrollment

of Alexandria City Public Schools

To Learn More
❖ www.fccpta.org
❖ www.fcps.edu
❖ www.fcft.org
❖ www.boarddocs.com/vsba/

Fairfax/Board.nsf/Public
❖ www.greatschools.org

Superintendent Karen Garza begins and ends
her Listening Tour meetings with a plea to those
in the room — parents, teachers, employees,
unions — to help her achieve what needs to be
done for their school system.

“I am going to need your help,” she says to
audiences who voice concerns about class size,
resources for special education, and teacher sala-
ries.

Garza says she hopes to have a lot more
people engaged during the budget process this
spring. “Come and testify. Talk with your Board
of Supervisors at those meetings. It’s usually
filled with folks. But we need a lot more parents
and advocates for our public schools to be in that
room.”

Garza explains: “We grow by 17-20 students
every single day. We have grown by 20,000 stu-
dents in six years. This is a huge strain on our
budget. We spend $25 million a year to support
new students. We aren’t happy with teacher sala-
ries. We need to help people in our area
understand our budget. Help us as we enter this
next budget year.”

“Read our ‘Citizens Guide’,” says Garza.
“There’s lots of good information in there to help
people understand how the system works and
how they can help. This year it includes a sec-
tion on why your year-end balance ends up

being what it is. The more we can get people to
read that document, the more people will follow
how the system works and make solid inputs. “

“We need to get more business and commu-
nity leaders to understand: Poverty is growing,
our county is definitely changing. We started
some outreach this year with our superintendent
round-tables.”

The president of the Fairfax County Council
of PTAs, Debbie Kilpatrick, underlined the need
for more community involvement: “Karen Garza
cannot do this on her own. Parents need to get
more involved so they know what they can do
to support Garza and their schools. They should
look at the websites, come to PTA meetings,
know what the issues are and vote on them. Can
she get smaller classrooms achieved? If she says
it, she will do it. But she will need help.”

Steven Greenburg, president of Fairfax
County Federation of Teachers, echoed Garza’s
plea. “Do we know as a group of people, as av-
erage citizens living in Fairfax County, how to
take action? If this community sees value in
education then voters have to make their views
known. Karen Garza won’t get what she wants
without more involvement by the community,”
Greenburg said. “People will have to reach out
to public officials and let them know where the
voters stand.”

Schools Need Community’s Help

Graphics by

Laurence Foong/

The Connection
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“EXQUISITE THAI CUISINE”

Open Daily: Mon – Sun

11964 Market Street (Reston Town Center)
Reston • 703-435-4188

8142 Watson St. (Tysons) McLean • 703-356-2288

Photo by Kenneth M. Wyner

✭✭✭ –Condé Nast Traveler
“50 Best” –Washington Post
“…Would be equally hip in Paris, Bangkok or SoHo.”

–The New York Times March, 1998

JOIN US FOR NEW YEAR'S EVE!
Offering Chef’s Special

as well as our full daily menu
Complimentary champagne

OPEN TILL 11:00 P.M.

www.busara.com

SPECIAL CONNECTIONS CALENDAR
Advertising Deadlines are the previous Thursday unless noted.

JANUARY
1/7/2015............................Wellbeing, Renewal, Resolutions
1/14/2015........................................................HomeLifeStyle
Martin Luther King Jr. Day is Jan. 19
1/21/2015.............................................A+ Camps & Schools
1/28/2015..........................................Neighborhood Outlook
1/28/2015...........Winter Fun, Food, Arts & Entertainment;

Valentine’s Preview
FEBRUARY
2/4/2015....................................Valentine’s Dining & Gifts I
2/4/2015................Wellbeing – National Children’s Dental

Health Month
2/11/2015........................................................HomeLifeStyle
2/11/2015.................................Valentine’s Dining & Gifts II
Valentine’s Day is Feb. 14 • Presidents Day is Feb. 16
2/18/2015.............................................A+ Camps & Schools
2/25/2015..........................................Pet Connection Pullout
MARCH
3/4/2015...................................................................Wellbeing
3/11/2015 ......................HomeLifeStyle Real Estate Pullout
3/18/2015.............................................A+ Camps & Schools
3/25/2015.............Spring Fun, Food, Arts & Entertainment
FCPS Spring Break 3/30-4/3
E-mail sales@connectionnewspapers.com for more information.

Reaching Suburban Washington’s Leading Households
• Alexandria Gazette Packet
• Arlington Connection
• Burke Connection
• Centre View
• Chantilly Connection

• Fairfax Connection
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton Connection
• Great Falls Connection
• McLean Connection
• Mount Vernon Gazette

• Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
• Potomac Almanac
• Reston Connection
• Springfield Connection
• Vienna/Oakton Connection

Newspapers & Online
703-778-9431

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Award-
Winning
Award-

Winning

Send announcements to north@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday for the following week’s paper.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

THROUGH WEDNESDAY/DEC. 24
Santa HQ at Tysons Corner

Center, 1961 Chain Bridge Road,
Tysons Corner. Visit Santa’s Magical
Workshop & Observatory, presented
by HGTV - for photos and family
activities, located in Fashion Court
on level one between Nordstrom and
Bloomingdale’s - beginning
November 14th. Reserve your space
online to see Santa. Ongoing event.

Tysons Plaza Christmas Market.
1961 Chain Bridge Road, Tysons
Corner. 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. Lured by the
scent of roasting nuts, bratwurst,
mulled cider, and baked goods,
shoppers will also find an excellent
selection of gifts, warm hats, leather,
wood and other crafts. The market
will close at 4 p.m. on Dec. 24.

THROUGH SUNDAY/DEC. 28
Holiday Model Train Display. 11

a.m. - 4 p.m. Colvin Run Mill, 10017
Colvin Run Road, Great Falls. Every
Saturday and Sunday. Fun for all
ages. Watch G-gauge trains wend
their way through a miniature
western town in the Colvin Run Barn.
Free.

THROUGH SUNDAY/JAN. 4
Meadowlark’s Winter Walk of

Lights. 5:30 p.m. Meadowlark
Botanical Garden, 9750 Meadowlark
Gardens Court, Vienna. A winter
wonderland, including a flowing
stream of softly glowing lights, a two
story animated fountain and a
Gingerbread Village. Admission: $13
adults, $8 children ages 3-12;
children under 3 are free.

Bull Run Festival of Lights &
Holiday Village. 5:30-9:30 p.m.
Bull Run Regional Park, Centreville.
The Portal Wreath signifying the
official start of the beautiful Bull Run
Festival of Lights, this display has
been part of the show since 2006.
Each year a new ornament
representing a display in the show
will be added to this collection, and
the portal wreath is the first in the
series. Santa’s Enchanted Lights, with
over 40,000 animated lights set to
music! This great feature is merely a
fraction of what you’ll find at this
season’s Festival of Lights.
Admission: $20 per car.

THROUGH TUESDAY/JAN. 6
Christmas at Mount Vernon. 9 a.m.

- 4 p.m. George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway, Mount Vernon.
Themed decorations (including 12
Christmas trees) and historical
chocolate-making demonstrations
will be offered. Tour the rarely-open
third floor of the Mansion and learn
how the Washingtons celebrated
Christmas. In 1787, George
Washington paid 18 shillings to bring
a camel to Mount Vernon for the
enjoyment of his guests. During
Christmas at Mount Vernon, visitors
can meet a camel on the grounds.

THROUGH SATURDAY/JAN. 31
Exhibit of Colorful Nutcrackers. 11

a.m. - 4 p.m. Closed on Tuesdays.
Sully Historic Site, 3650 Historic
Sully Way, Chantilly. See an amazing
array of nutcrackers, both old and
new, in a colorful case exhibit. Did
you ever wonder where the craze for
collecting nutcracker dolls came
from? Nutcrackers have a fascinating
history. The first nutcrackers were
produced to crack nuts more
effectively and the oldest known
metal example, on exhibit in Tarent,
Italy, is from the third or fourth
century B.C. The Leavenworth

Photo contributed

Watch The Capitol Steps on 8 p.m. on Jan. 3 at The Alden,
1234 Ingleside Avenue, McLean. The Steps have never
needed new material… they always have an endless
supply just down the road! This show always sells out
when McLean gathers to find out who will be the butt of
bipartisan jokes this time. Tickets: $35-$45.

Calendar

Nutcracker Museum in Leavenworth,
Washington, shows a bronze Roman
nutcracker dated between 200 B.C
and 200 A.D. German nutcrackers,
made as decorative pieces, were
developed around 1500. Early
nutcrackers were in the shapes of
animals, birds and people. Later, they
were made in the likeness of kings,
soldiers, church leaders and ruling
class figures. Fine wood carved
nutcrackers were created across
Europe, especially in France and
England by the 15th and 16th
centuries. Admission: $7/adult, $6/
student, $5/senior or child.

THROUGH WEDNESDAY/MARCH 11
Ice Skating at Tysons Corner

Center. Monday-Thursday, 11 a.m. -
9 p.m.; Friday-Saturday, 11 a.m. - 11
p.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m.- 7 p.m.Tysons
Corner Outdoor Center, 1961 Chain
Bridge Road, Tysons. Adults,$10;
Child/Senior/Military, $9; Skate
Rental, $6; Group of 10+, $12 and
includes skates

FRIDAY/DEC. 26
Friday Morning with Rocknoceros.

10:30 a.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple
Avenue East, Vienna. As every family
with youngsters in the D.C. area
already knows, Rocknoceros
(pronounced like rhinoceros) is three
guys: Coach Cotton, Williebob, and
Boogie Woogie Bennie, who make
wildly popular, award-winning music
for the whole family. Admission: $5.

SATURDAY/DEC. 27
Cars and Coffee. 7-9 a.m. 760 Walker

Road, Great Falls. Early on Saturday
mornings you’ll find an amazing
gathering of cool cars at Katie’s
Coffee House in Great Falls, Virginia.
Antique, custom, hotrods, exotic,
sports cars, they’re all here.

Colvin Run Dance for Everyone.
6:30-11:30 p.m. Colvin Run
Community Hall, 10201 Colvin Run
Road, Great Falls. DJ music mix of
contemporary and classic dance
music including west coast swing,
east coast swing, hustle, Latin,
country western 2-step, walltz and
more. $12 per person includes
optional lesson, dance, soda and
snacks.

TUESDAY/DEC. 30
Winter Science Workshop for

Kids. 3:30 p.m. Great Falls Library,
9830 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls.
Children will learn hands-on in this

iSchool workshop. Registration
required for this event. Ages 8-12.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 31
New Year’s Eve in Entyse Wine

Bar & Lounge. 9 p.m. to Midnight.
The Ritz-Carlton, Tysons Corner,
1700 Tysons Boulevard, McLean.
Celebrate the New Year with live
musical entertainment provided by
The Christopher Linman Jazz
Ensemble and culinary delights. As
the clock strikes midnight, welcome
2015 with a complimentary
champagne toast. $100 minimum
food & beverage purchase per
person.

First Night Vienna. 7 p.m. - midnight.
Town of Vienna, Church Street. A
family-friendly New Year’s Eve
Celebration. Featuring music, food,
kids entertainment, and more. Four
free music venues, a dance party,
glitter tattoos, face painting, arts &
crafts, balloon twisting, fire pits, corn
hole, s’mores, popcorn popping, hot
chocolate, hot apple cider, party hats,
and much much more.

Jammin’ Java’s Good Vibes New
Year’s Party Featuring
Melodime. p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple East Avenue, Vienna.
MELODIME, a rock band that blends
haunting bittersweet melodies with
emotionally rich vocals atop a bed of
Southern-flavored alt rock, is not like
most bands. Tickets: $25-$35. https/
/jamminjava.com

SATURDAY/JAN. 3
The Capitol Steps. 8 p.m. The Alden,

1234 Ingleside Avenue, McLean. The
Steps have never needed new
material… they always have an
endless supply just down the road!
This show always sells out when
McLean gathers to find out who will
be the butt of bipartisan jokes this
time. Tickets: $35-$45.

Cars and Coffee. 7-9 a.m. 760 Walker
Road, Great Falls. Early on Saturday
mornings you’ll find an amazing
gathering of cool cars at Katie’s
Coffee House in Great Falls, Virginia.
Antique, custom, hotrods, exotic,
sports cars, they’re all here.

SUNDAY/JAN. 4
Chamber Music Concert. 3 p.m. The

Alden, 1234 Ingleside Avenue,
McLean. Free chamber music
concerts cosponsored by the Music
Friends of the Fairfax County Public
Library and The Alden. All concerts
are open to the public. Tickets are
not required.
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

K
eith A. Kaufman, Ph.D., a sport psycholo-
gist with offices in Washington, D.C. and
Old Town Alexandria, said two potential
issues stand out for a young athlete

coached by a parent.
“I think two issues that jump out to me are the

athlete feels like they can never escape talking about
the sport,” Kaufman said in a phone interview, “or
they feel too much scrutiny or not enough; like they
feel like they’re treated differently [than other mem-
bers of the team].”

Kaufman said “it’s absolutely essential there are
boundaries,” when a parent is coaching his or her
child, and it’s important the child is treated in the
same manner as his or her teammates. While each
case is different, he said the relationship can be ben-
eficial.

“I would say most coaches are harder on their own
kids than they are on the regular kids,” Madison as-
sistant volleyball coach Christine Zanellato said. “We
tend to point out when they mess up more than you
would with another kid.”

Zanellato and head coach Carrie Hall each have a
daughter on the Madison volleyball team, which was
one point away from capturing the VHSL 6A state
championship in the fall. Zanellato coached her
daughter, Natale, when she was young, but stopped
when Natale was in middle school.

Their relationship had some rough spots.
“When I was in [sixth] grade, I hated it,” Natale

said. “I would cry most nights. I would cry on the
way home [from volleyball]. I was very sensitive. I
would get a little upset when she would tell me to
suck it up or do this and that. I wasn’t as good with
her criticism.”

After a few years playing for other coaches, Natale
started to appreciate her mom’s volleyball knowl-
edge. Zanellato played collegiately at LSU and
coached the Fairfax High varsity from 2007-2011.
When it came time for high school, Natale, who at-
tended Lake Braddock as a freshman, wanted her
mom as a coach. Zanellato joined the Bruins’ staff as
an assistant in 2012.

“I think what has worked out well for us is that we
have a really solid relationship and she trusts that

when I am working to improve her skills, I’m look-
ing at her as an athlete,” Zanellato said. “My criti-
cism is all based on what she needs to do on the
court. It’s not about her personally. I think that’s the
hardest thing [about being a parent/coach] is kids
sometimes personalize the comments.”

Natale would later transfer to Madison. After not
playing high school volleyball her sophomore year,
Natale joined the Warhawk varsity as a junior and
was a key contributor at outside hitter for the 2014
state runners-up.

“I love working with my mom,” Natale said. “I re-
spect her. I know that she played great. She’s a great
coach. When I was younger, it was a little rougher. I
was just like, ‘I don’t want to listen to you,’ that kind
of stuff. I respect her judgment and I respect what
she’s saying. I really respect her opinion. I love hav-
ing her on the coaching staff.”

Hall said she treats her daughter, Kendal, a
standout junior setter for the Warhawks, no differ-
ently than any other member of the team.

“It’s not hard to me at all,” Hall said. “I’ve been
here 14 years and to me it’s about the program. …
It’s the program first, then my daughter.”

Hall said the two talk about volleyball at home,
but don’t discuss strategy.

“We talk about if we think we had a good game or
not that night, but nothing too elaborate,” Hall said.
“… That way she’s part of the team, I’m part of the
coaching staff. She doesn’t need to know anything
that’s going on.”

Kendal said she’s appreciative of her mom’s vol-
leyball knowledge.

“It’s definitely nice,” Kendal said, “coming home
and having someone to talk to who definitely knows
what they’re doing.”

Langley football coach John Howerton started his
sons on a path toward gridiron success at a young
age. Jack, now a sophomore at Stetson University in
DeLand, Fla., and Tyler, now a sophomore at Lan-
gley, started strength and skill training before the
age of 10. However, they did not play organized foot-
ball until high school.

Howerton, who was inducted into the Shepherd
University athletic Hall of Fame after garnering All-
American status as an offensive tackle, taught his
sons the basic fundamentals of offensive line play,
such as getting in a proper stance. He also showed
them the basics of strength training, including 15-
minute workouts with a lightweight aluminum pipe.

Jack earned all-state honors during his time at

Coaching one’s own child
can be stressful, rewarding.

Parent Coaches Searching for Balance

Photo contributed

Langley offensive lineman Tyler Howerton, left, is seen as
a freshman in 2013. His father, John Howerton, right, is
the Langley head football coach and is a member of the
Shepherd University athletic Hall of Fame. Tyler’s grand-
father, Cig Howerton, is a member of the Randolph-
Macon Hall of Fame.

Madison head volleyball coach Carrie Hall’s daughter,
Kendal Hall, is a setter for the Warhawks.

Natale Zanellato, left, helped the Madison volleyball team
finish state runner-up in the fall. Her mother, Christine
Zanellato, is an assistant coach for the Warhawks.

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection
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Playground Chips
& Organic Compost
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Free
Estimates

Free
Estimates

Free
Estimates

Free
Estimates

Free
Estimates

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery
60606060606060
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Fall Special!

10% off

crescenthomeservices@gmail.com
www.crescenthomehandyman.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”
www.pphionfine.com

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3137(703) 590-3137

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

25 years of experience
Free estimates

703-868-5358

Leaf Removal
Gutter Cleaning

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Fall Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

HAULING

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-3205 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne

Loosey goosey, I suppose. As much as one
might prefer some predictability in their life
(certainly a cancer patient would – I know I
would), I may be entering a cycle of perma-
nent unpredictability. Whereas my previous
schedule was chemotherapy every three
weeks, a CT Scan every three months, fol-
lowed up by a face-to-face appointment/
examination/assessment with my oncologist
sometime during the next week (in effect,
every three months as well), my most recent
abnormal lab results may very well be upset-
ting my apple cart. However, rather than
change my infusion schedule to every four
weeks due to recurring high creatinine levels
showing up in my current every-three-week,
pre-chemotherapy lab work, my oncologist
wants to keep me on the same track. His
thinking is, since my most recent CT Scan
showed “shrinkage,” he wants to continue
treating my cancer as aggressively as possible,
since we’re having some success – so long as
my body tolerates the drug, that is. My worry
is that, from what little I understand, these last
two lab results are indications that my body
(kidneys) may in fact no longer be tolerating
the treatment and that my future treatment is
subject to change, shall we say.

For the moment however, the change will
not be in the drug I’m infusing but with the
frequency. I will still be scheduled for my che-
motherapy every three weeks, with my usual
pre-chemotherapy lab work the Wednesday
before the Friday. If my creatinine level is too
high on that first test, we will delay the infu-
sion by one week and I will return to the lab
the following Wednesday and hope for an
improved result. What this means to me is, I
can’t ever know, given the variability in my
last two lab results, whether I can plan on
chemotherapy every three weeks, every four
weeks or some reasonable facsimile thereof.
What little control I thought I had over my
life: the predictability/regularity of my infu-
sions, apparently is over. Now, so long as my
creatinine goes down on the subsequent
retests, I will live with the consequences –
happily. Still, I have lost something very
important in my life, something with which I
have become quite accustomed these last few
years: knowing who, what, when and where.
Why this is happening, and whether or not a
slope has become slippery all of a sudden
(“all of a sudden” – after six years, nothing is
all of a sudden) is the big question, a ques-
tion/scenario that my oncologist will likely
blame the cancer for causing (simple, isn’t it?).
Because, that’s sort of what cancer does, he’ll
probably say.

Part of me understands that “If It Ain’t
Broke” there’s no need to fix it; we just need
to work in some flexibility. And if the flexibil-
ity keeps me alive, I’m all for it. Nevertheless,
this change will affect my life, my future. I can
never know – for sure, and anticipate accord-
ingly – what my lab results will be (as I have
been able to these last few years) and
plan/schedule/arrange my non-cancer activi-
ties. I will once again become a victim of my
own circumstances. I will never know until
I’m told (e-mailed actually; I’ll know by the
results whether that next chemotherapy
appointment will be put off) whether I’m busy
two days hence or not. Moreover, I’ll likely
repeat the cycle the following week and
beyond. Maybe the regularity of the irregular-
ity will become my new routine? Maybe
breaking up the every-three-week schedule –
sometimes – will give me and my body some
much needed/appreciated rest. I can only
hope so. I don’t want to think that it’s not so.
I’ve gotten used to my life. And though this is
definitely a blip, I’m thankful to still be show-
ing up on the radar.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

The New
Normal
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Christmas Eve Services at the Uni-
tarian Universalist Congregation of Fairfax,
2709 Hunter Mill Road, Oakton. 4:30 p.m.
on Dec. 24 – children’s service with Christ-
mas pageant; 6 p.m. – family service with
Christmas pageant; 8 p.m. – a wonderful,
contemplative service with the Adult Cho-
rale singing. For more information, go to:
www.uucf.org or call the office: 703-281-
4230.

Christmas Eve Service. 4, 7 and 10
p.m. on Dec. 24 at St. John’s Episcopal
Church, 6715 Georgetown Pike, McLean.

Oakton Church of the Brethren
welcomes the community to a Christmas
Eve service with lighting of candles and
Holy Communion on Wednesday, Dec. 24
at 7 p.m. The theme of the message will be
“The Response to the Knock” and there will
be congregational singing, soloists and in-
strumentalists. The church is located at
10025 Courthouse Rd. in Vienna, Va., at the
intersection of Route 123 and Courthouse
Rd. near Oakton. For more information, call
703 281-4411 or go
towww.oaktonbrethren.org.

Christmas Day Service. 10 a.m. on
Dec. 25 at St. John’s Episcopal Church, 6715
Georgetown Pike, McLean.

St. Francis Episcopal Church, 9220
Georgetown Pike in Great Falls, offers mu-
sical, educational, outreach and fellowship
ministries in addition to worship services,
including a 7:45 a.m. worship service with-
out music; 9 a.m. worship service, children’s
chapel and children’s choirs; 10 a.m. Sun-
day school and adult forum; and 11 a.m.
worship service with adult choir. 703-759-
2082.

The Antioch Christian Church offers
a time of Prayer and Healing on Wednes-
day evenings at 6:30 p.m. for anyone want-
ing encouragement and healing through
prayers. People are available to pray with
you or for you. Antioch Christian Church is
located at 1860 Beulah Road in Vienna.
www.antiochdoc.org

The Jewish Social Services Agency
(JSSA) offers a wide variety of support
groups for those with emotional, social, and
physical challenges. www.jssa.org/growth-
learning.

HAVEN of Northern Virginia offers
a variety of free bereavement support
groups, meeting on a weekly basis. 703-
941-7000 or www.havenofnova.org.

McLean Bible Church Fitness Class at
Body & Soul Fitness. Gain balance, energy

and strength at 9:45 a.m. Mondays and Fri-
days. Free childcare for registered students.
bodyandsoul@mcleanbible.org.

St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church,
1830 Kirby Road in McLean, holds a third
Sunday service every month at 10:15 a.m.
which allows children to play active roles
in the music and as greeters and ushers.
Traditional services are every Sunday at
8:15 and 10:15 a.m.

Vienna Christian Healing Rooms
are open, every Saturday, 1-5 p.m., at 8200
Bell Lane. A team of Christians is available
to anyone requesting prayer. Free and open
to the public. 703-698-9779 or
www.viennachristianhealingrooms.com.

Chesterbrook United Methodist
Church is at 1711 Kirby Road, McLean.
Worship service is at 11 a.m. Sunday school
is at 9:30 a.m. for adults and children. 703-
356-7100 or www.ChesterbrookUMC.org.

Centering Prayer Group meets Fri-
days, 9:30 a.m. at Andrew Chapel United
Methodist Church, 1301 Trap Road, Vienna.
The hour includes a brief reading related
to Centering Prayer, followed by a 20-
minute prayer period. E-mail Martha Tho-
mas at mmthomas211@hotmail.com or call
the church at 703-759-3509.

Faith Notes are for announcements and events in the faith community.
Send to vienna@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Friday.

Faith

pushed the door shut as he retreated and
immediately collapsed on the floor less than
5 feet from the door.

This tragedy only gets worse. John lay just
inside the door reportedly yelling for help.
Despite his pleas for help, the officers on
scene stood outside and did nothing while
waiting for SWAT to arrive. The SWAT team
entered an hour later to find that John had
bled to death. It should be noted that the
patrol officers on the scene had an entry
shield and could have entered the house to
rescue John with minimal risk yet chose to
do nothing.

After 15 months, no officer has been iden-
tified, no charges have been filed, no grand
jury has been convened and no reason has
been given to the family or the public. In
fact the Fairfax County Police Department,
up until a recent legal action filed by the
Federal Justice Department, had refused to
provide requested information to anyone
including the Virginia State Attorney. The
attorneys for the Geer family have filed 127

From Page 4 requests for documents and in response,
122 objections have been filed by the
county. Despite the incredible lack of coop-
eration from the Police Department, local
county officials, the State Attorney General
and the Governor have remained silent. It
took over one year for Fairfax County su-
pervisors to write a gently worded letter
requesting that the case be resolved.

The case was turned over to federal pros-
ecutors last January. The FBI conducted in-
terviews in March. Still, no information has
been released to the public and no resolu-
tion has been achieved. It has taken recent
involvement from U.S. Sen. Grassley of the
Senate Judicial Committee and legal action
by Federal prosecutors to get the Fairfax
County Police Department to only recently
provide the requested information, infor-
mation that should have been made public
a year ago. It would appear that this police
department does not feel compelled to an-
swer to any Virginia or federal official. This
has to change. The family, friends and the
public have yet to be told anything about
John’s death.

When possible crimes have been commit-
ted by police officers such as police
shootings, nobody investigates the case but
the police. There are no independent over-
sight procedures of any kind. Fairfax County
supervisors endorse this policy and along
with the Police Department, have rejected
every attempt to create any kind of inde-
pendent oversight procedures. It should be
noted that the Fairfax County supervisors
hire the police chief. They also control the
money dedicated to the department. This
policy of self-investigation, no oversight and
the inevitable obstruction that occurs as a
result will continue until the public de-
mands better from its elected officials.

To date, no officer in the 75-year history
of the Fairfax County Police Department has
ever been charged in a wrongful shooting.
These include the deaths of John Geer and
at least two other unarmed citizens since
2006, all shot by police under questionable
circumstances.

Jeff Stewart, a Chantilly resident,
witnessed the shooting of his friend John

Geer on Aug. 29, 2013.

Do Fairfax County Police Act with Impunity?

Parent Coaches Searching for Balance

Langley. He could bench press 500 pounds
and squat 675. He is now an offensive line-
man at Stetson. Tyler recently completed
his sophomore season as a starter on the
Langley varsity. Both played right guard for
the Saxons.

Howerton said he has tried to treat Jack
and Tyler in an equal fashion to other play-
ers on the team, but admits he has higher
expectations for his sons.

“I try to treat them as any kid out there,”
Howerton said. “As a parent, you probably
have more expectations for your own sons.
I try not to yell at them any more or less

than anyone else. I do expect them to excel
as much as possible because they’ve been
exposed to me as a coach more than the
other kids have.”

Howerton was coached by his father,
Elton “Cig” Howerton, in youth football. Cig
Howerton was an

From Page 9

ClassifiedClassified

Falls Church AntiqueS

Christmas Shop Now Open!

Best Kept Secret of The Metro Area!

Falls Church Antique Co.
250W. Broad St. Falls Church, Va • 703-2419642

Unique collection of antiques and collectibles,
including furniture, jewelry, glassware, pottery,

sterling silver, paintings, prints and more!
Fun home and gift ideas!

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME 
JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 

PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.
Schefer Antiques

703-241-0790
theschefers@cox.net

Do what 
you can, with

what you have,
where you are.

-Theodore
Roosevelt

EmploymentEmployment
BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
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