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High School

By Matthew Spurlock, grade 6, Keene Mill Elementary

Welcome
ear Readers:
This week, the Springfield
Connection turns over its pages
to the youth and students.
We asked principals and teachers from
area schools to encourage students to contribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s Issue.
The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submitted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.
We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2015 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submissions for next year’s Children’s Connection.

D

Please keep us in mind as your children
continue to create spectacular works of art
and inspiring pieces of writing in the coming year.
The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Connection welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly
school pages.
Our preferred method for material is email, which should be sent to
south@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703778-9414 with any questions.

By Katya
Napolitano,
grade 6,
Keene Mill
Elementary

Editor Kemal Kurspahic

By Kimberly Quispe, grade 8, Key Middle School
By Justice Cottingham of Springfield
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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'How I Left...'
By Kareese Akinloba
Grade 8, Irving Middle School

was in love once. In a way,
I guess I still am. I’ve never
told this story of my life before, but I hope you’ll let me
tell you. I know, dear reader, it’s
hard to believe I’ve ever been in
love considering I’ve only been on
this Earth for 14 years, but it happened... and its love for me is over.
I think the worst part of our relationship ending was that it was
completely and utterly out of my
control. Now that I think about it,
that’s probably why I am the way
I am now: the type of person that
wants to be in charge of every aspect of her life and believes she
can do anything and everything by
herself in due time. I assume, by
now, you’re wondering what happened and what I’m talking about.
Allow me to explain…
My mother is employed by the
United States’ Air Force and has
been for the last 10 years of her
life. Because of her occupation, I
am forced to move every four to
five years of my life- depending on
the government’s demands. That
is what controlled my life; that is

I

what ended everything.
I suppose I should tell you what
I was in love with now but be
aware, reader, it’s odd and its abnormality is the reason this story
has never been told. I’m the type
of person who, although I hate to
admit it, grows attached to things
and people all-too-quickly. That’s
what happened here. I fell in love
with a place, a state, the first part
of the world I’ve ever been able to
call home… You might know it as
Southern California. I lived there
from the ages of nine until the day
after my 13th birthday, but even
four years wasn’t long enough.
There, I truly grew up as a girl,
as a Christian, and as a human
being; learning things I’ve never
would’ve known about the world,
its people, and myself. When it was
all taken away, my mind crumpled
under the weight of sadness and
anger.
In the morning, I was awoken
by my mother in the cramped
space of a hotel room. As my brain
was introduced to the new day, my
mind flooded with thoughts containing the events of the next 24
hours; events that I’ve been dreading for the past four years. I slowly

dragged each of my limbs out of
the hotel’s sorry excuse for a comfortable bed and saw members of
my family rushing around the
room, trying to get everything in
order before we left the state once
and for all.
I covered myself in fuzzy boots,
a shirt whose sleeves guarded my
palms, and jeans whose skinniness
is as though I starved their fabric.
During this time, I tried to think
of anything besides what was
about to happen… but I couldn’t.
It was as though my thoughts were
a river and my departure was a
rock: the water crashes and clatters against the stone but it won’t
move. However, one day, the rock
will erode away and the river will
flow through in the form of tears.
When everything was finally in
order, we packed our never ending amounts of luggage into our
rented car and went in the direction of one of the most well known
airports in America: LAX. There’s
something about driving past a
beach, a palm tree, and an In N’
Out Burger for the last time that
really affects a person’s emotions,
but the scariest part about the ex
See Life, Page 5

Self in Time, digital design by Jody Briggs, grade 11, West
Springfield High School
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Find Your Children Safe & Sound

KIDDIEDEVELOPMENTAL
COUNTRY
LEARNING CENTER

DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE SCHOOL YEAR AND SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS
Designed to provide a complete, happy, safe learning environment
in harmony with the needs of the child.

CHILDREN AGES 2-5
Full (6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.) and half day (9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) programs

SPECIAL FEATURES
Developmental Curriculum • Degreed Teachers • Registered Nurse • Music Director • Nutritious
Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks • Heated Swimming Pools • Spacious Shaded Playgrounds
• Planned Orientations and Presentations for Parents • State Licensed

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM AGES SIX TO ELEVEN YEARS
Program is organized into weekly themes packed with FANTASTIC FIELD TRIPS,
A SENSATIONAL OVERNIGHT CAMP OUT, DAILY SWIMMING, SPORTS, DANCING,
MUSIC, AND AN END-OF-THE-SUMMER “SMASH” MUSICAL PRODUCTION
BY OUR CAMPERS FOR THEIR FAMILIES.
BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
AGES SIX-ELEVEN YEARS
GRADES 1-6
Transportation provided to Terra Centre,
Fairview, White Oaks, and Cherry Run
Elementary Schools. Emphasis on special
events, sports, time for homework, and student’s
choice of activities.

KIDDIE COUNTRY I
Burke Centre
Fairfax Station (Fairfax)
6000 Schoolhouse Woods Rd.
Burke, Virginia 22015

703-250-6550
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KINDERGARTEN
Registrations are now being accepted for the
2014-2015 School Year. Two Virginia certified
teachers per classroom. Program emphasizes
language arts, math, computer literacy, science,
social studies, social development, art, music
and physical development.

Come See Our
Award-Winning Facilities!

KIDDIE COUNTRY II

(Both Schools Winners
of American Institute
of Architects Awards)

Burke-Springfield
Fairfax Station (Lorton)
9601 Old Keene Mill Rd.
Burke, Virginia 22015

www.kiddiecountry.com

703-644-0066
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...And Life Goes On
From Page 4
perience was that I wasn’t sad
anymore… I was angry. At the
time, I rarely ever got angry about
anything, so feeling it so intensely
was incredibly unexpected. I was
mad that I had to leave everyone I
knew and loved. I was mad because I had no power to change
the outcome of my circumstances.
And I was mad because I knew
that I would have to start my life
all over again.
By the time we arrived at the
airport, the sun was perched in the
sky watching planes rise and fall
from the air underneath it. About
two-thirds of our luggage was
checked in but it still seemed as
though we had three times as
much as everyone around us. The
farther we walked into the airport,
the stronger the scent of brewed
coffee beans and toasted bread
filled my nostrils. I knew, by then,
that a Starbucks had to be nearby
and realized how hungry I actually was.
I left my family seated in the
semi-comfortable leather seats
that filled the numerous airport
gates and moved one foot in front
of the other towards the world fa-

mous coffee shop. Being greeted
by a long line and a cashier alltoo-hyper for that time of morning was everything I didn’t want
at the moment… but got it all anyway. When I finally received my
warm bagel and cool frappuccino,
I greeted my family with silence,
proceeding to sit down beside
them. My ears were engulfed by
the faint sound of the conversations around me while my
tastebuds were introduced to the
tart cream cheese and crispy layer
of a toasted bagel.
“Okay folks. We are going to
start boarding Flight 459 out of
Los Angeles to Washington Dulles
Airport.”
Fear of the unknown washed
over me as I became surrounded
by the walls of the passageway. I
didn’t know what my world would
be like in Washington D.C., but I
did know that adaptation was a
gift I was blessed with. Then, I
hoped it would kick into play with
my life’s new “adventure.”
With the plane in flight and the
saltiness of processed peanuts on
my tongue, I knew that I couldn’t
change what was happening and
any chance I had of doing so was

gone. If you can’t change the circumstances in your life, change
your attitude towards them was a
saying I heard many times through
my years yet excused it from applying to my life. Now, I had no
choice but to turn those words into
actions…
Hello again, reader. I’d like to
thank you for reading through a
small excerpt of my life and, in
return, give you a somewhat epilogue pertaining to what happened when I actually got there.
As of now, I’ve been living in the
Washington D.C. metropolitan
area for over a year and my perspective on things have definitely
altered from before. I’ve met
amazing people here that, I hope,
I’ll know for the rest of my life;
I’ve seen history by walking down
a street that I never would’ve
known existed unless my feet were
planted on; and I’ve discovered
that I have a profound interest in
knowledge and learning new
things beyond what I can be
taught in a classroom. Nevertheless, my friend, I still love California and I miss it everyday, but life
is too short to not enjoy the life
you were given.

By Sydney Cordoba, acrylic painting, grade 11, West
Springfield High School

Miracle
Light, white snow.
Sparkles that show.
A man in a big, red suit,
climbs on roofs with big, black boots.
Kids love him, and await his gifts of
dolls, toys, and candies.
The season of giving,
for love that never ends.
A time to rejoice.
A time to reunite.
For a miracle that lifts spirits up.
The season of living,
perhaps the best miracle of all.
— Yurie Choe, Grade 10,
West Springfield High School

lost (adj): 1. unable to find
the way. 2. not appreciated
or understood. 3. no longer
owned or known

Adopt
Donate
Volunteer
Volunteers needed for
adoption events,
fostering,
transportation,
adoption center
caretaking and more.

COME EXPERIENCE
THE DIFFERENCE
TODAY.
CALL

Custom Kitchen & Bath Design, Remodeling and Project Management
Visit Our Showroom at 8934 Burke Lake Rd. in Kings Park Shopping Center
lostdogandcatrescue.org
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Hours: 9:30 am - 6 pm Mon.-Fri.; 10 am - 3 pm Sat.
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Reflections
Accotink Academy
Kings Glen Elementary School

The Ride Home
I was born on January 17 at INOVA Hospital in Falls Church,
Virginia. In Ecuador, the country my mom was born in, everyone
rides home from the hospital with their baby in their arms, not in
a car seat. My mom said it would be safer to bring the baby (me)
back in a car seat. So when we came home from the hospital, I
was calmly sitting in my car seat with my puffy snow suit. Since
I was born during a blizzard, there was a little bit of ice on the
road. When my dad turned the car, it slipped on ice! Suddenly
the car stopped moving. But, thanks to my car seat, I was safe. I
love that car seat!
— Daniella Carew, grade 4

Puppy People

By Timothy, kindergarten

A lot of people have cats but a puppy is the best pet. Here are
some reasons why. A cat can’t play fetch. Cats sleep, attack, and
are stubborn. Puppies are super cute all the time, and cats are
just cute by being calm. Puppies can be dressed up. Cats will just
scratch up the costume you bought them. Cats hate water and
some puppies love water. So you should get a puppy now.
— Mia Rivera-Soto, grade 4

My Favorite Toy

When I Grow Up
When I grow up I will be someone who heals wounds and cures
people from diseases. What am I? A doctor: a perfect job for me
to help the world. I would be a person who would do anything to
save lives, anything to make a cure for any disease. This job would
make me so happy when I am at least 21 years old.
I will learn what’s healthy and what’s not. I will learn the date
of when the patients should take their medicine. Finally, I will
learn how to use the machines that the doctors use on the patients to scan their weight, height, fat, and temperature. Later
on, I will study medical experiments non-stop until the other
doctors say, “You’re ready to be one of us.” I hope my doctor’s
career goes well.
— Imran Samadi, grade 4

By Jayden, kindergarten

By Richard, kindergarten

By Brooke Hamilton

Lily Yoon, kindergarten

My favorite toy is a bear. I got
him for Christmas from my dad.
My dog sometimes bites my bear.
My bear is humongous. My bear
is white. I love my teddy bear because my dad and mom gave me
it. My bear’s name is Beary. My big
sisters have a bear too. I sleep with
him every night.
My bear wears a shirt. I made
his shirt. My bear never wears another shirt. My bear’s favorite food
is pretzels. I got my bear when I
was 4 years old. My bear does not
have teeth.
— Becky Stuart,
grade 2,
Hunt Valley Elementary

Springfield Estates Sweets
By Springfield Estates Elementary sixth graders.

A Good Parent
A good parent is someone who looks out for you all the time,
who knows you, who cares about you, and who loves you.
First, a good parent is fair and kind. They let you go to school,
have friends, eat meals, and stay up until 8:30 at night.
Second, a good parent knows how you feel every day. If you
are sad, mad, happy, worried, stressed, excited, and lonely, all
these feelings are shared with your parents. If your parents understand how you feel, they’re good parents.
Some kids believe that their parents are boring, mean, annoying, bossy, busy, and dull but, if the following is correct, your
parents are perfect. If your bedtime is before 8:30 or can you
watch TV after homework? Can you go to playdates, birthdays or
sleepovers? If the following is “no,” don’t worry, your parents are
just being overprotective. My parents are too, but it just means
they love you a lot.
These are reasons of what makes a good parent.
— Emily Rivas, grade 4

By Ashley Kim
By Ivan Winters

Origami
Origami is important. First, origami is complicated and we
would understand things better if we did origami. School would
be more fun with origami puppets. It would train our hands to be
quicker. It would encourage people to read the Origami Yoda series by Tom Angleberger because the series is all about origami.
You can make cool and fun stuff with origami like boxes, flowers,
animals, puppets, and of course, swans. That is why origami is
important.
— Raphael Song, grade 4

By Paige
Riffer

By Ashley Singla
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Poetry Corner

West Springfield Elementary

Orange
I feel an orange furry blanket.
It is really soft.
I feel beautiful feathers from a phoenix
I hear a tiger growling.
I hear an orange tabby cat purring.
I’m inspired.
— Autumn Dunlop,
grade 2, Keene Mill Elementary School

My Christmas ABCs
Apples and caramel
Baking away
Candy canes
Dallas, Texas here I come
Eternal awesomeness
Frozen icicles
Great food
Hot Chocolate with extra whipped cream please!
I sleep in
Just dance
Kindness
Love
Merry Christmas
NO SCHOOL!!!!!!
Over Excitement
Parties!!!!!!!!!!!
Questioning what we got
Ribbon tying
Shop till I drop
Two weeks of holidays
Under the christmas tree
Very important to me
Wrapping presents
Xylophones go ding, ding,ding
Yum!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Zzzzzzzzzzzz
— Vaishnavi Punaji,

By Lizzy Hicks, grade 6

By Nick Samuel, grade 3

By Iza Francis, grade 6

Keene Mill Art Gallery

By Avery Smidt, grade 6

grade 5, Keene Mill Elementary

Fairy Lights
Nestled in my bed’s blankets
like an unborn chick
warm inside its egg
sleep tugs at my eyes
dragging them closed
dreamland’s warm hands hug me tight
and softly cradle me
still in my world
but slipping into the land
of nighttime fantasies
in this place of in-between
all I see is blurred
the world is a mish mash of color
a two year olds finger painting project
a patchwork dress
silent fireworks
cans of paint splattered on a canvas
the fiery flames of a sunrise
sparkling and spinning
twirling and dancing
the speckles of color
whirl around me as I sink into my pillow
spinning and churning
in a baker’s mixing bowl
a colorful snow flurry
close enough to touch
yet always fluttering from my grasp
butterflies of color
perch on the pillow next to me
fairies of the night

By Martha Taah, grade 6

By Caroline Grass, grade 6
By Maiyah Harvey, grade 2

By Sarah Aman, grade 5

See Poetry, Page 12
By Krista Bjarnason, grade 4
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By Matthew Pete, grade 6
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Washington Irving Middle School

By Sam Robitaille, grade 7

By Kathleen Madigan, grade 7

Dreams
If you hold on to your dreams, it’ll help
you see the future ahead, where destiny
awaits.
Dreams are like life. They will show you
the light. Where there is light there shall
also be darkness. Where there are winners
there shall also be losers. If your dream follows the light help the lost ones find their
way. While we are present in this era of
warring states, dreams may help you find a
way.
— Azad Dosky,
grade 8, Washington Irving Middle
School

The Gift
They thought I was crazy,
They said it could never be done.
If love’s what it takes,
I’ll prove them all wrong.
She gave me the time to learn what I
need.
The knowledge she gives and the words
that she speaks.
Are more important than a gift that’s
made out of food
or came from a tree.
As long as it’s made with love it’s special
to me.
For the present I give her she’ll always
love me,
Because she’s my mother and we’re family.
— T.J. Brantley,

Life
By Katherine
Belovarac,
grade 7

What is life? Is it having it all, everything
so perfect, or nothing at all? Is life eternal
happiness? Living each day without regret?
Or could it be, that life is about seeing
beauty, in every living thing. Quite possibly, life is the thing, everything you worship, love, and believe.
— Aidan Callahan,
grade 8, Washington Irving Middle
School

EKDX5
Patiently waiting
Finally, it has worked
Sweet relief,
And then suddenly,
Black.
All that I see is black.
My heart skips a beat.
With a flip of a switch,
A snap of the fingers,
And in a moments instance,
Nothing.
Isolation.
Loneliness.
I crawl under my bedsheets,
Hoping to sleep the black away.
I hate it when my wifi goes out.
— William Dipert,
grade 8, Washington Irving Middle
School

grade 8, Washington Irving Middle
School
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'The House at the End of the Street'
My friends dared me to walk into an old,
abandoned house at the end of the street. I
took the dare and knocked on the door. No
one answered, but it wasn’t locked, so I
decided to open the door… and it was completely dark except for a faint light at the
top of the stairs. The air is cold and damp.
There was a slight whistling from the wind
blowing through a small hole in the window. I naturally started walking up the stairs
towards the light. The creaking of the stairs
was accompanied by my heart beating
harder than it ever had. As I got to the top
of the stairs, there was enough light for me
to finally grasp my surroundings. I was
standing in the upstairs hallway and on
every available wall, there were old picture
frames hanging. All of the pictures were
different but had the same two people in

them. A beautiful woman, about 25 years
old, and a handsome man around the same
age. I walked into the room with the light
and saw that it was a bedside lamp that was
on. I walked over to the nightstand and saw
that there were letters laying in a stack. I
looked through them and noticed they were
all dated from 1942-1950. I started reading them when suddenly something from
under the bed grabbed my ankle and pulled
my feet out from under me. I had just
enough time to gasp before I was pulled
completely under the bed. Something was
put over my face and I felt cold, icy hands
holding my arms down. As I struggled for
air, I heard a quiet whisper. “Why are you
here?” the voice hissed.
— Rachel Gates,
grade 8, Irving Middle School
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Orange Hunt Art Gallery

By Senaya
Holloway of
Springfield

Contour Shoe Drawing with Patterned Background by Grant
Heidelbaugh, grade 5

Capturing a
Moment in
Time oil pastel
drawing by
Gabby Vtipil,
grade 4

By Ada
Bolunmez of
Springfield

By Carolin
Vorona,
grade 6

My Favorite Toy
My favorite toy is a bear. I got him for
Christmas from my dad. My dog sometimes bites my bear. My bear is
humongous. My bear is white. I love my
teddy bear because my dad and mom
gave me it. My bear’s name is Beary. My
big sisters have a bear too. I sleep with
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

— Becky Stuart,
grade 2, Hunt Valley Elementary

him every night.
My bear wears a shirt. I made his shirt.
My bear never wears another shirt. My
bear’s favorite food is pretzels. I got my
bear when I was 4 years old. My bear
does not have teeth.
Springfield Connection ❖ Children’s Connection ❖ 2014 - 2015 ❖ 11
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Why I Appreciate America’s Veterans
By Maggie Odom
Grade 6, Keene Mill Elementary

People say that it is better to give than to
receive. I disagree. People say the most important thing America’s veterans do is give.
I disagree. It is the things our veterans take
that make the difference in our lives. Our
veterans have the choice to stay in a safe
neighborhood and raise a family but they
choose to take their time to keep our nation free. They have the choice of running
away from the fight, but instead they take
charge and run towards it.
Our veterans take the burdens that fear
forces upon our shoulders. They show us
hope and the power of believing in a better
tomorrow. When we hear news about
battles won, lives saved, or heroic deeds
performed, we are encouraged to push on
through the darkness of bad times. Our veterans are the shield that protects us. They
are the force that keeps us safe at home.
These heroes take control of the situation.
Some of them never stand on a battlefield,
but fight from behind the scenes. Their leadership helps ensure that our nation remains

By Alexandra
Kowalski,
grade 6, Cardinal Forest
Elementary

united against our enemies. Their talents
in the field of medicine save the lives of
people in every nation. Their diplomatic
skills build trusting relationships with other
world leaders. Their knowledge of the law
creates peace and stability all around the
globe.
Our veterans take to heart the values of
freedom, the power of patriotism and the
true spirit of America. Our veterans put
themselves in harm’s way so that when we
say the Pledge of Allegiance we will never
doubt that America has “liberty and justice
for all.” They leave behind family so that
when we listen to our National Anthem we
can trust the promise that we will always
be “the land of the free and the home of
the brave.” They give up the luxuries of
home so that when we see the American
flag, we can feel proud to be an American.
I appreciate America’s veterans because
of what they take. Our veterans take the
burden, take control, and take to heart the
spirit of America. Therefore, let us take
something as well. Let us take a moment to
remember our veterans and to thank them
for their service.

Poetry Corner

Acrostic Poem

From Page 8
their wings alight with color
rolling around me
like a storm of twinkling stars
where I am the eye
my mouth opens into a yawn
the cradle of light rocks me back and
forth
my eyelids slip closed once more
and I give in to sleep
dreamland pulls me close
and carries me into the night
— Maggie Odom,
grade 6, Keene Mill Elementary

Snowmen
Never get frostbite
On a
Winter day
— Avril Barcheck,
grade 2, Hunt Valley Elementary

A Cinquain
Quincy
glasses, smart
calculating, playing, working
don’t annoy him
Brother
— Marcus Reese,

All About
Miss Frakes

I’m Ashamed

Miss Frakes is a kind, respectful
teacher. She is nice in her own way.
Does Miss Frakes forget?
Yes, she is really forgetful.
Is Miss Frakes blonde or brunette?
She is blonde. She did her hair to look
like a brunette.
What grade does she teach?
She teaches first grade and sometimes
science class.
What country or state are you from?
Miss Frakes was born in Maine as a
cute baby.
— Leah Kim, 6,

I’m ashamed of all the stuff I’ve broken.
I’m ashamed of all the bad words I’ve
spoken.
I’m ashamed I kicked the cat.
I’m ashamed of how much I’ve spat.
I’m ashamed I skipped school.
I’m ashamed I called sister a ghoul.
I’m ashamed I failed a test.
I’m ashamed about all the rest.
I’m not ashamed of sneaking candy in
my bed,
Or putting a worm on your head.
— Michaela Curran,

Franconia Elementary

grade 4, Kings Glen Elementary

grade 2, Hunt Valley Elementary
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Fiorella Villacorta Torres, grade 4, Franconia Elementary

How to Build a Robot!
First grab nails and a hammer, that kind
of stuff. Anyway, now you have to get a
printer but you should not use it yet because you have not made your rough draft
yet. For your rough draft you should use a

board. Now you have all of that stuff think
of an idea then start building! Last choose
if you want to program it or not.
— Sam Stankiewicz,
grade 1, Franconia Elementary School

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Children’s Connection

Free Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Estimates Paver Driveways, Landscaping!
60
Tree Clearance Sale 50-75%
Off Pottery
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All Trees 2013 & Prior $ 99
29. cu. yd.

Bagged,
Shredded
Hardwood
Mulch
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Playground Chips
& Organic Compost
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30% OFF

By Catherine Dao, grade 7,
Key Middle School
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fragrant,
Fairfax, Virginia
2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)
blooming Citrus
703-573-5025
Plants 10% Off ➠ Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com
Open 7 days a week

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850
Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Select your
products from
our Mobile
Showroom
and Design
Center

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

The Doctors of
BURKE PROFESSIONAL PLAZA
Wish You A HEALTHY NEW YEAR!
The Corner of Rt. 123 (Ox Rd.) & Burke Centre Pkwy.

Fully Insured &
Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates

703-999-2928

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

MOUNT VERNON INTERNAL MEDICINE (MVIM)
is accepting new patients! Walk-ins welcome • Call 703-780-2800
The Physicians &
Staff of MVIM would
like to introduce
Sunil Kalra, M.D.
Raymond
Murow, M.D.

Elizabeth
Lawhon, CNP

Met Life, Delta, BCBS/Carefirst
and United Concordia Provider
Sunil Kalra, M.D.

Mount Vernon Internal Medicine has been providing quality care to patients 14 years
and older in the Northern Virginia area since 1976. We have offices in Lorton,
Alexandria, Springfield, and now Lake Ridge.
6128 Brandon Ave #201, Springfield, VA 22150
Please call 703-780-2800 to schedule an appointment. • Mon-Fri.: 7:00 am–5:00 pm

www.mtvernoninternalmedicine.com

Weekdays • Saturdays • Evenings
24 Hour Emergency Care
5631-B Burke Centre Parkway
Burke, VA 22015

Extended Hours
Tuesday
Until 8 pm

4600 John Marr Dr., Suite #401
Annandale, VA 22003
8998-E Lorton Station Blvd.
Lorton, VA 22079

C OMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

bb
To Advertise
Your Community
of Worship,
Call 703-778-9418

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Looking for a New Place of Worship?
Visit Antioch Baptist Church!

• Free Initial Exam
• 40+ Years Experience
• Two Board Certified Orthodontists
• In Network Providers for MetLife,
Delta Dental & United Concordia

All Are Welcome!
Sunday Worship 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
Sunday School for Children & Adults 9:30 a.m.
Married Couples Sunday School 11:30 a.m.

703-425-0710 • www.antioch-church.org
6531 Little Ox Road, Fairfax Station, VA 22039

703-750-9393
www.dutson-ellisortho.com
To advertise, please call Steve Hogan at 703-778-9418
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703-778-9411

Home & Garden

Zone 2: • Burke
• Fairfax • Springfield
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

connectionnewspapers.com

ELECTRICAL

IMPROVEMENTS

ELECTRICAL

IMPROVEMENTS

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

Recessed Lighting
Licensed/Bonded/Insured
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Office 703-335-0654
Computer Network Cabling
Mobile 703-499-0522
Service Upgrades
lektrkman28@gmail.com
Hot Tubs, etc…

GUTTER

Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned
Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HANDYMAN

Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

703-987-5096

Handyman Services
Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing •
Bathroom Renovation • Ceramic Tile •
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
INS.

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN
 S mall

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS

No jobs too large or small

RCL HOME REPAIRS

www.rclhomerepairs.com

R&N Carpentry

Free est. 37 yrs exp. Licensed, Insured

HANDYMAN

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827 Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com
www.rncontractors.com

Picture Perfect

 Good Rates
 Experienced

(703) 590-3137

703-971-2164

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.

ANGEL’S HAULING

JUNK HAULING

LAWN SERVICE
MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

Junk Trash Removal,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Garage/ Basement Clean Out,
Furniture & Appl.

LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483
MASONRY

BRICK AND STONE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900
www.custommasonry.info

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks
•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

www.pphionfine.com

IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS

The reward
of a thing
well done, is
to have done it.
- Ralph Waldo
Emerson

703-520-3205 N-VA
TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL
Brush & Yard Debris
Trimming & Topping
Gutters & Hauling
Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed
PAVING

PAVING

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION
Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed, Insured, Bonded
703-250-6231

Zone 2: • Burke
• Fairfax • Springfield
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

TREE SERVICE

Employment

BUSINESS OPP

BUSINESS OPP

TELEPHONE TELEPHONE
A great opportunity to

A great opportunity to

WORK AT HOME! WORK AT HOME!
NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER

No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

301-333-1900

301-333-1900

☎☎

Weekdays 9-4

☎☎ ☎☎

Weekdays 9-4

☎☎

TREE SERVICE

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

Leaf Removal
Gutter Cleaning
25 years of experience
Free estimates

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

Licensed – Bonded – Insured

IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

Fall Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,
drainage problems, etc.

25 years of experience – Free estimates

703-868-5358

crescenthomeservices@gmail.com
www.crescenthomehandyman.com

Fall Special!

10% off

the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults considering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

703-868-5358

“If it can be done, we can do it”
www.connectionnewspapers.com

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,
Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,
General Hom Work.

Educational Internships
Quality Tree Service & Landscaping Unusual
opportunity to learn many aspects of

Home Repairs

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

LANDSCAPING

MASONRY

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

HAULING

LAWN SERVICE

Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

GUTTER

GUTTER CLEANING

LIC.

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE
You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!

CONTRACTORS.com

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service
An expert is someone
who knows some of the worst
mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

For a free digital subscription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe
Complete digital replica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.
Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

-Werner Heisenberg
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An expert
is someone
who knows
some of the
worst mistakes
that can be
made in his
subject and how
to avoid them.
-Werner
Heisenberg

Classified

21 Announcements

26 Antiques

703-778-9411
Zone 2 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon

Our Lady of Good Counsel

Give me
where to stand,
and I will move
the earth.

ABC LICENSE
We pay top $ for STERLING,
Kumkang, Inc trading as
MEN'S WATCHES,
Delicioso, 7863
Heritage
JEWELRY, COSTUME
Drive, Annandale, VA 22003.
JEWELRY, FURNITURE,
The above establishment is PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.
applying to the VIRGINIA DESchefer Antiques
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC
703-241-0790
-Archimedes
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)
theschefers@cox.net
FOR A Beer on Premises
license to sell or manufacture
alcoholic beverages. Sun Hee
26 Antiques
26 Antiques
Lee, President.
NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be
submitted to ABC no later that
30 days from the publishing
date of the first of two required
Best Kept Secret of The Metro Area!
newspaper legal notices.
Unique collection of antiques and collectibles,
objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov
including furniture, jewelry, glassware, pottery,
or 800-552-3200.
sterling silver, paintings, prints and more!

Falls Church AntiqueS

Fun home and gift ideas!
Christmas Shop Now Open!

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Falls Church Antique Co.
250W. Broad St. Falls Church, Va • 703-2419642

Restaurant Maint. Tech
w/ HVAC & Kitchen Equip. EXP. Light
building and electrical knowledge. Must
be at least 21 years of age and have valid
DL and a good driving record, and able to
pass a bkground check. Please put your
salary requirement. Send resumes to
mbyrne@janjer.com or call Mike Byrne at
301-370-8434.

101 Computers

101 Computers

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995
Speed up Slow Computers
Troubleshooting
Virus Removal
Computer Setup

➣
➣
➣
➣

(571) 265-2038

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements
Ocean Pines

Newspapers & Online

By Dave, grade 3

CLASSIFIED

Desire

DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4...........................Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT

DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4...........................Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES

Zone 1: The Reston Connection
The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
The Burke Connection
The Fairfax Connection
The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection
The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

By Emily S.,
grade 7

Dr.Donald Anthony Fleger, age 85, passed into
eternal rest at Atlantic General Hospital on Sunday,
December 14, 2014. Born November 21, 1929, in Cleveland,
Ohio, he was the son of the late Anthony A. and Mary Nemec
Fleger. He is survived by his beloved wife of 59 years Mary
K. Fleger and children, Kathleen Mary Tracy and her
husband Patrick of Pittsburgh, PA, Dwayne Edward Fleger
and his wife Marti of Reston, VA and Stephen Anthony
Fleger and his wife Melanie of Herndon, VA. There are nine
grandchildren, Patrick Tracy, Christopher Tracy, Timothy
Tracy, Cassie Jackson, Kirstie Fleger, Kalla Fleger,
Katherine Fleger, Andrew Fleger, Jordan Fleger, and four
great-grandchildren, Madison Fleger, Lilliane Fleger, Andrew
Fleger, Jr., and Evelyn Fleger.

The aching desires of the few,
include the necessities for me and you,
but the vast majority want the new,
they want the luxury and they lust,
because they must,
they need the future in the past,
they need products that must last,
for as long as they want them to.
What happened to this world, what must
we do?

His family moved to Washington, DC in 1940 when his father
was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. During
that tenure, Don attended Capital Page School where he
served two years as a Page in the US House.. He attended
University of VA and was a 1955 graduate of the Georgetown University School of Dentistry. He then served as a
dentist in the US Army for two years as a Captain while
stationed at Fort Meade, MD. Following his discharge, he
moved his family to Virginia and opened a dental practice.
After 30 years he retired to Ocean Pines in 1988. There he
served as an active member of the Environmental Control
Committee for approximately 20 years.
Donald was an affectionate husband and caring father who
adored his grandchildren and great grandchildren. In his
spare time he enjoyed boating, wood working, model building
and watching the Washington Redskins. Above all, he will be
remembered for his love of family, optimistic outlook and
tenacious drive to never give up.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Friday, December
19, 2014 at 11:00 AM at St. John Neumann Catholic Church.
Friends may call on Wednesday, December 17, from 3:00
until 6:00 PM at the Burbage Funeral Home in Berlin. Prayers will be said beginning 4:00 PM by Rev. William Porter. A
donation in his memory may be made to: St. Jude’s
Children’s Research Hospital 262 Danny Thomas Place,
Memphis TN, 38105. Letters of condolence may be sent via:
www.burbagefuneralhome.com

By Luke, grade 7
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

release the greed,
make a creed,
and find the greatness in giving and not
wanting,
loving not taunting,
and fulfill the deserved desires of peace,
nourishment, and fair treatment for others,
for the fathers, children, brothers, sisters,
and mothers.

By Trudy, grade 8
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

www.alexandriatoyota.com

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm
Saturday, 7:30 am to 4:30 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm
Sunday by appointment only.

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE
Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota
a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS
HONOR

Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

Let’s Go Places

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!
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