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Wayne Brim (in cap), who
lives off I-66 near Bull Run

Regional Park in
Centreville, asks VDOT

consultant Stuart Tyler how
noise and air pollution will

be abated near his home.
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Advertising Deadlines are the previous Thursday unless noted.

FEBRUARY
2/4/2015 ..............................Valentine’s Dining & Gifts I
2/4/2015..........................................Wellbeing – National

Children’s Dental Health Month
2/11/2015...................................................HomeLifeStyle
2/11/2015...........................Valentine’s Dining & Gifts II
Valentine’s Day is Feb. 14 • Presidents Day is Feb. 16
2/18/2015.......................................A+ Camps & Schools
2/25/2015....................................Pet Connection Pullout
MARCH
3/4/2015.............................................................Wellbeing
3/11/2015.................HomeLifeStyle Real Estate Pullout
3/18/2015.......................................A+ Camps & Schools
3/25/2015.......Spring Fun, Food, Arts & Entertainment
FCPS Spring Break 3/30-4/3
APRIL
4/1/2015.....................Wellbeing – Senior Living Pullout
Easter Sunday is April 5
4/8/2015.....................................................HomeLifeStyle
4/15/2015.......................................A+ Camps & Schools
4/22/2015...................Real Estate Pullout – New Homes
4/29/2015A+ Camps & Schools Pullout
4/29/2015...Mother’s Day Celebrations, Dining & Gifts I
E-mail sales@connectionnewspapers.com for more information.

Reaching Suburban Washington’s Leading Households
• Alexandria Gazette Packet
• Arlington Connection
• Burke Connection
• Centre View
• Chantilly Connection

• Fairfax Connection
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton Connection
• Great Falls Connection
• McLean Connection
• Mount Vernon Gazette

• Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
• Potomac Almanac
• Reston Connection
• Springfield Connection
• Vienna/Oakton Connection

Newspapers & Online
703-778-9431

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Award-
Winning
Award-

Winning

SPECIAL CONNECTIONS CALENDAR
Assistant

Editor
Full-time assistant editor to

help with all aspects of pro-
ducing award-winning
weekly newspapers, includ-
ing daily web and social
media updates.

Must be a prolific, efficient,
accurate writer/rewriter with
good basic knowledge of AP
style and clean copy. Self-
starter with excellent time
management skills who can
to work independently and
collaboratively with strong
organizational skills, high pro-
ductivity, attention to detail.
Exciting opportunity to learn
from excellent editors.
Essential Responsibilities:

Generating local content
daily for print and online,
including calendar & enter-
tainment listings, news briefs,
crime reports, business
briefs, school and education
notes, faith notes, photo gal-
leries, etc.

Monitor never-ending
email, prioritize, download,
edit, compile, post.

Community engagement,
communication with readers
and sources. Continuously
seeking new sources of local
information.

Copy editing, fact check-
ing, familiarity with AP Style.

Design and paginate
weekly entertainment, calen-
dar and notes pages for mul-
tiple papers.

Update websites daily, post
to social media.

Stay on top of local break-
ing news, work with editor
and reporters to update.

Help transition to digital
first workflow.

Salary approximately $30K,
health insurance, paid vaca-
tion. Office is 2 blocks from
King Street Metro station.
Free parking.

Send letter, resume, three
clips or examples of work to
resumes@connection
newspapers.com

News

See Jagels,  Page 5

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

A
s the leader of the Wildcats, Dave Jagels is a
new face at Centreville High. But he’s cer-
tainly no stranger to this part of the county,

having been an administrator at both Westfield and
Mountain View high schools.

He began his career with Fairfax County Public
Schools 22 years ago, teaching students with learn-
ing disabilities at Fairfax High. He stayed seven years,
transferring to Westfield as a special-projects teacher
when the school opened in 2000. Jagels was there
for more than a decade, also serving as a coach and
a club sponsor before spending his last seven years
as the school’s lead assistant principal,

Then when former Mountain View Principal Jim
Oliver retired, Jagels replaced him in March 2011.
He was at the helm for almost four years. But when
Centreville Principal Martin Grimm left his post in
September 2014 to become principal of Hayfield
Secondary, Jagels applied for the job at Centreville.

Mountain View’s a small, alternative school with
no extra-curricular activities. And in explaining why
he left, Jagels said, “When you spend the majority of
your life in a base-school setting, you miss all those
activities and that interaction with the kids.”

“Mountain View’s an amazing place with phenom

Jagels Leads Centreville High
From Mountain
View to Centreville.

Principal Dave Jagels in his office at
Centreville High.
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News

See Planning,  Page 5

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

A
nyone who’s ever driven on I-66
knows how aggravating, irritat-
ing and downright unpleasant it
can be — rush hour or not. So a

slew of ideas are now being proposed to fix
it.

VDOT and the Virginia Department of Rail
and Public Transportation (DRPT) recently
held a series of public-information meeting
on plans to transform I-66 between U.S.
Route 15 in Haymarket and the I-495/Capi-
tal Beltway. The preliminary price tag
ranges from $2 billion to $3 billion, with
construction expected to start in 2017.

On Jan. 29, a standing-room-only crowd
of more than 300 people attended the meet-
ing at VDOT’s Northern Virginia headquar-
ters in Fairfax. They looked at dozens of
maps, wrote comments on sticky notes they
then placed along the routes, spoke with
transportation experts and listened to a pre-
sentation.

“I-66 has congestion today and it’s ex-
pected to grow if we do nothing,” said VDOT
Deputy District Administrator Renee
Hamilton. “And it doesn’t have a transit el-
ement to accommodate demand. We’re re-
viewing a 25-mile corridor, and the goal is
to improve multimodal mobility along the
I-66 Corridor from the Beltway to Route
15.”

Giving a brief history of the project, she
said that after the Tier 1 Environmental
Impact Study (EIS) was done, VDOT devel-
oped 47 different scenarios and chose the
top five that would perform best. “We also
wanted to consider tolls as an option, main-
tain three regular lanes during rush hour

and study rapid bus service,” said Hamilton.
“It all needed to be done within a reason-
able time frame, and it doesn’t preclude
Metro from happening [within the I-66
right-of-way] in the future.”

Proposed are two express lanes and three
regular lanes in each direction. The express
lanes would be free to buses and HOV-3
(converted from HOV-2) vehicles. Non-HOV
cars would pay tolls with dynamic pricing
based on congestion. The regular lanes
would be free and open to all traffic. There’d
also be ramp-to-ramp connections to help
drivers more safety enter and exit I-66.

THE PLAN also includes high-frequency,
rapid bus service beyond peak traffic hours
for more predictable travel times. And
there’d be direct access between the express
lanes and new or expanded commuter park-
ing lots.

“We’re looking at alternatives similar to
I-495 now, with a wall between the express
and regular lanes,” said Hamilton. “And
we’re locating access points near key activ-

ity centers or park-and-ride lots. We want
to improve the bottleneck between Routes
123 and 50, and we’ve identified locations
for connections between the express and
general lanes.”

Existing interchanges will be studied, as
well as the possibility of replacing or wid-
ening I-66 overpasses and bridges, where
needed. Bicycle and pedestrian access will
also be evaluated. Then, from all the infor-
mation gathered — including public com-
ments — VDOT will pull the best elements
to develop a preferred plan.

“We’ve done preliminary designs and
we’re doing traffic assessments and analy-
ses,” added Hamilton. “We’ve collected data
on environmental impacts to parks, water,
and threatened and endangered species.
And we’ll also examine noise and air im-
pacts. We’ll have a draft EIS in early May
and a public hearing on it, the end of May.”

Noting that VDOT’s “sensitive about im-
pacting people’s property, homes and busi-
nesses,” she said it’ll minimize the project’s
footprint while determining the most effec-

tive and viable solutions for the I-66 Corri-
dor. Between Routes 28 and 50 alone, said
Hamilton, there are 108 parcels of land.

THE PROJECT is divided into three sec-
tions: From Routes 15 to 28, Routes 28 to
50, and Route 50 to the Beltway. And by
this time next year, VDOT plans to hold the
proposed-design public hearing.

“Since we’re only adding one lane, com-
muter and rapid bus service will be criti-
cal,” said Hamilton. “So we’re proposing
additional park-and-ride lots and a guar-
anteed speed of at least 45 mph for buses
on the express lanes, as well as frequent
and all-day bus service.”

She said VDOT wants to encourage
carpooling and public-transit use, ride-
matching services, bicycling, etc. And, said
Hamilton, “Our Active Transportation Man-
agement system will help us keep traffic
moving.”

This project is being advanced as a P3, or
public-private partnership. The hope is that,
when completed, a network of express lanes
on I-495, I-95 and I-66 will provide a “seam-
less and connected HOV and transit sys-
tem.”

“There have been more than 60 briefings
to date with key stakeholder groups,” said
Hamilton. “This is our first opportunity to
introduce this to the public, and we’ll also
contact the impacted homeowners associa-
tions.” The project Web site is
transform66.org, where residents may chat
directly with VDOT representatives.

Both the final request for proposals and
final EIS should be issued by the end of this
year. The contract awarding and funding are

From left: Doug Koelemay, Public-Private Partnerships director; Amy
Inman, DRPT; Susan Shaw, VDOT Megaprojects director; Renee
Hamilton, VDOT and Young Ho Chang, project manager, answer resi-
dents’ questions. Area residents listen to the I-66 improvements presentation.

Residents Hear About I-66 Corridor Plans
To Provide Input

❖ Go to transform66.org for maps and further
details.

❖ Mail written comments to Susan Shaw, VDOT
Northern Virginia District, 4975 Alliance Drive,
Fairfax, VA 22030.

❖ Email comments or questions to
Transform66@VDOT.Virginia.gov.

❖ Reference “I-66 Outside the Beltway Improve-
ments” in the subject line of all correspondence.

Express lanes
would be HOV-3
at all times; others
would pay tolls.

Map of the I-66 Corridor project area.
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Opinion

T
he official position of the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors on the
need for changes in policy after the
shooting of John Geer by police in

Springfield in August of 2013 appears to be
that this is the first time police policies have
been a problem:

“Policies for handling police-involved inci-
dents, which served us well for decades, were
inadequate in this complicated situation.”

Police-involved shootings have resulted in
excruciating obfuscation and
delay by Fairfax County Police
dating back more than a de-
cade. In this editorial, we refer

to two high-profile cases, but these are not the
only cases where police secrecy had caused in-
calculable pain to families while damaging the
credibility of the police and other county offi-
cials. And this issue is not limited to Fairfax
County. Alexandria and Arlington use similar
approaches to limit public access to informa-
tion.

Most Northern Virginia residents think very
highly of their police. We are very safe here.
People understand that sometimes mistakes
happen, that sometimes force is needed, and
that sometimes police will exercise deadly
force. What they are unlikely to accept is se-
crecy that shrouds mistakes, and failure to take
responsibility for explaining events of deadly
force.

We’ll quote the father of David Masters who
wrote a letter to the Mount Vernon Gazette (a
Connection Newspaper) in June, 2013, two
months before John Geer was shot:

“I am the father of David Masters. David was
shot to death by a Fairfax County police of-
ficer on Nov. 13, 2009 while sitting in his truck
at a stop at the intersection of Route 1 and
Fort Hunt Road. I don’t know any more about
the circumstances of this grim fatality now than
I did then and now, as then, the records of this
tragedy are not available to anyone outside the
police department. The officer who shot my

son was ultimately and I must say secretly fired
by the then police chief, David Rohrer. But even
that was done without any admission of cul-
pability by anyone in the county. … I don’t
understand why the Virginia Freedom of In-
formation Act gives blanket exemption to po-
lice matters. ... As it is now, the police depart-
ment can, and seemingly does, operate in a
culture of complete autonomy without fear that
its actions will be held up to any kind of scru-
tiny.”

The Connection reported in 2006 about the
accidental shooting of an unarmed Salvatore
J. “Sal” Culosi Jr. during his arrest on gam-
bling charges:

“With red-rimmed eyes and her voice crack-
ing, Anita Culosi expressed outrage Thursday
evening [March 30, 2006] that a Fairfax
County police officer will not be charged with
a crime for accidentally killing her 37-year-old
son. ‘My son is laying in a cemetery,’ she said,
surrounded by family members holding framed
pictures of her son. ‘That man pulled a trigger
and shot my son dead.’”

Anita Culosi’s son, Salvatore J. “Sal” Culosi
Jr., was accidentally shot to death by a Fairfax
County SWAT team officer on Jan. 24 outside
his Fair Oaks townhouse. He had been under
investigation for illegal sports gambling for the
previous three months, accepting at least
$28,000 in bets from an undercover Fairfax
County detective.

In July, 2012, more than a year before John
Geer was shot and killed, a group of citizens
identified four cases, including Masters and
Culosi, where police secrecy continued to block
questions about shooting deaths. Citizens Coa-
lition for Police Accountability characterized
“questionable circumstances” around the
shootings, noted that no one, including the
families of the deceased victims, had been able
to obtain a police incident report despite the
fact that the four cases are closed.

CCPA Executive Director Nicholas Beltrante
sent letters asking for the release of documents,
“to find out what happened in the shooting
deaths, why deadly force was used instead of
a taser gun or beanbag gun, and to find out if
police misconduct took place.”

Beltrante said: “Our letters will highlight to
the public the importance of amending the
Virginia FOIA to require the release of police
incident reports, and the value of improving
police accountability by creating an indepen-

dent police citizen oversight panel made up of
Fairfax county citizens …. Unnecessary use of
deadly force by the police, if it is occurring,
will undermine the integrity and confidence
of the public in our police and our elected offi-
cials.” The revelations about the shooting of
John Geer as a result of a civil lawsuit seri-
ously undermine the credibility of the investi-
gation process.

Aside from the officer who shot Geer, four
other officers on the scene told investigators
that same day that they were shocked by the
shot that killed Geer and thought the shooting
was unnecessary. (One officer described his
first reaction: “WTF.”) There was no weapon
in view, although Geer was a gun owner and
had a holstered gun nearby. There was no
weapon in view, and Geer made great effort to
be predictable in his actions, asking permis-
sion to scratch his nose, otherwise keeping his
hands up on the doorframe.

But a day after the shooting, police released
the following update:

“The preliminary investigation indicates that
when officers arrived on the scene, they were
met by an individual who displayed what ap-
peared to be a weapon in a threatening man-
ner and was subsequently shot.”

And last month, before the statements of the
other officers were released, the police released
this update with the name of the officer:

“Geer was reported as having multiple fire-
arms inside the home, displaying a firearm that
he threatened to use against the police, and
refused the officers’ requests that he remain
outside and speak to them. Officers, including
a trained negotiator, attempted to peaceably
resolve the situation. They spoke with Geer for
more than 30 minutes as he stood in the door-
way of his home. When Geer began lowering
his hands at one point during the negotiations,
PFC Adam Torres fired a single shot that struck
Geer.”

But investigators knew that the negotiator
had not seen Geer holding a weapon.

We don’t agree with this statement by
Bulova: “The Board of Supervisors has taken
the steps needed to ensure its policies allow
for justice to be fairly and swiftly served.”

This is not an isolated case. The Board of
Supervisors must demand transparency from
the police.

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Not the First or Only Time
Secrecy around police
shootings has been a
problem for at least a
decade.

Editorial

Failing in
Their Duties
To the Editor:

I applaud your editorial on the Geer mur-
der (“No Justification for Secrecy, Delay on
Geer Shooting,” Connection, February 4-10,
2015). The Connection has done yeoman’s
work in keeping this tragedy in front of the
public, unlike other newspapers which are
johnnie-come-latelies.

Our chairman and county Board of Su-

pervisors have failed in their duty to oversee
the Fairfax County Poice Department, except
Pat Herrity who seems to have spoken out
against this scandal early. The “blanket ap-
proach” to deny FOIA requests you mention is
simply a policy. Policies are guidelines for what
should normally be done; they are not a legal
requirement and can be changed with a stroke
of the pen by the FCPD either on its own or at
the direction of the Board of Supervisors.

I hope you will call for the resignation of the
chief of FCPD; oppose re-election of the chair-
man and Board of Supervisors, less Herrity;

oppose re-election of our Commonwealth’s
Attorney; and payment of the $12M to
Geer’s estate. The chief has condoned a
cover-up and our elected officials have
failed in their duties. The $12M should
come from the budget of the FCPD and our
Commonwealth’s Attorney, and foreclose
raising the pay of the chairman and Board
of Supervisors based on their inexcusable
handling of this affair.

Mike Shumaker
Fairfax

Letter to the Editor

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

@ChantillyConnec
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News

Centreville’s Ted Troscianecki asks about the I-66/Route
28 Interchange.

VDOT’S Renee Hamilton
explains the project.

Planning Tomorrow’s I-66
From Page 3

slated for December 2016, with construction begin-
ning in 2017 and ending in 2021. “But we can’t do it
in a vacuum,” Hamilton told the crowd. “We need
your input and involvement.”

“Are we looking at a Mixing Bowl scenario at I-66
and Route 28?” asked Ted Troscianecki of
Centreville’s Virginia Run community. “And what’s
the timing of it within this whole project?”

“It’s a challenging interchange and a safety haz-
ard,” replied Project Manager Young Ho Chang. “In
the first phase, E.C. Lawrence Park, Poplar Tree,
Braddock and Walney roads will be done separately.
But the I-66/Route 28 Interchange will be done as
part of the express lanes project.”

An Oakton man asked about the Route 123 ramp
and if VDOT would “do something about the noise.”
Chang said they’d provide that information later on,
when they have it.

Another person asked about bike trails, and VDOT
Megaprojects Director Susan Shaw said, “We’re work-
ing on them with Fairfax County. We’re trying to make
room for Metrorail and other things, too.”

A Fair Oaks man asked if the rush-hours restricted
time on the express lanes would change, and Chang
said the “HOV-3 requirement will be 24/7.”

REGARDING the funding arrangement, Doug
Koelemay, director of Virginia’s Office of Public-Pri-
vate Partnerships, said the P3 would probably last
50 years and the tolls are a crucial part of the project’s
success. “The express lanes make the rest of the
project work because you need revenue streams,” he
said. “Right now, the private sector may chip in $1
billion to $2 billion — at least $1 billion.”

Altogether, he said, this project has four major com-
ponents —construction, financial, operations and
maintenance — and every detail is important. “We
expect there’ll be four teams that’ll submit proposals
[to do the work], and we’ll pick the best one,” said
Koelemay. In the past, he said, “We connected tolls
to [a road project’s] construction cost. This time, it’s
a toll for a reliable trip. And the private sector takes
on responsibility for the operation and maintenance
for the life of the project.”

“The public sector looks at citizens as voters and
taxpayers,” continued Koelemay. “The private sector
looks at the public as consumers, so it wants to make
a project worth their while so they’ll keep using it
for decades. The private sector has a vested interest
in the long-term health and operation of the high-
ways, just as the public does.”

Jagels Leads Centreville High
From Page 2

enal teachers and the ability to have students real-
ize their dreams,” he continued. “But I’d heard great
things about Centreville High and was excited to be
part of this community — and they’ve welcomed me
with open arms.”

While at Mountain View, said Jagels, it was grati-
fying to be able to show students who’ve struggled
for most of their lives that they can be successful
with the right support. “And the staff there does a
wonderful job connecting with the kids, building
relationships and helping them overcome life’s ob-
stacles,” he said.

So among his achievements at that school, said
Jagels, was “making an emphasis on relationship-
building paramount. We also did a lot of work with
restorative justice and building community in the
classroom. Restorative justice is allowing students a
voice regarding how things are going within their
classroom, and they did this every Tuesday and in
each class to build communication.”

He also helped foster executive functioning in the
building. “A little over three years ago, teachers be-

gan helping the students recognize how to better use
their thinking, processing and reasoning skills to
become better students and better at life,” said Jagels.
“Special-ed teacher Tim McElroy is in charge of it
there, and it’s something the Centreville Pyramid will
start eventually.”

While noting how much he misses Mountain View’s
students and staff, Jagels said, “Change is always
difficult; but with it come new opportunities.” He
took over at Centreville on Jan. 5 and describes the
school as “fantastic — I’m blown away by the talent
of the kids, the support of the community and the
terrific teachers in the classrooms. It’s a high-func-
tioning school.”

So does he plan any changes there? “First, I’m go-
ing to listen and learn about the culture at
Centreville,” said Jagels. “I want to be a positive in-
fluence and help to continue the school’s success.”

His philosophy of leadership is “to be accessible to
all the stakeholders in the building and lead by ex-
ample — I expect a lot from myself. But it’s a great
school and I’m excited to be here.”
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Walmart Fire Intentionally Set
Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department units responded to

a commercial building fire Wednesday, Feb. 4, at approximately
6:20 p.m. The commercial building, a Walmart, is located at 4368
Chantilly Shopping Center.

Firefighters encountered smoke and a small fire near a clothes
display rack upon arrival, however, an employee had quickly ex-
tinguished the fire using a store fire extinguisher. The store was
evacuated by store management. There were no injuries.

Damage is estimated at $1,000.
According to fire investigators, the fire was intentionally set.
According fire investigators, a photo of a potential witness may

be forthcoming. If anyone has any information about this event,
call Crime Solvers at 703-691-8888.

Free Carseat Inspections
Certified technicians from the Sully District Police Station will

perform free, child safety carseat inspections Thursday, Feb. 12,
from 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m, at the station, 4900 Stonecroft Blvd. in
Chantilly. No appointment is necessary. But residents should in-
stall the child safety seats themselves so technicians may prop-
erly inspect and adjust them, as needed.

Because of time constraints, only the first 35 vehicles arriving
on each date will be inspected. That way, inspectors may have
enough time to properly instruct the caregiver on the correct use
of the child seat. (The inspection may be cancelled in the event
of inclement weather). Call 703-814-7000, ext. 5140, to confirm
dates and times.

Learn about Police Department
Throughout the year, the Fairfax County Police Department will

host a series of lectures as part of its 75th anniversary.
❖ Feb. 20 – The FCPD Crime Scene Section, 1 p.m. at the DPSC

Meeting Room followed by Crime Scene Facility tour.
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/crime-scene-section-lecture-and-
tour-tickets-15304580412

❖ March 18 – FCPD Narcotics – Investigations, Trends, and
Public Awareness, 1 p.m. at the Sully District community Room

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fcpd-narcotics-investigations-
trends-and-public-awareness-tickets-15373711184

❖ April 20 – Public Safety Communications – Call taking, Dis-
patching, and Technology,     2 p.m. at MPSTOC community room

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/public-safety-communications-
call-taking-dispatching-and-technology-tickets-15373766349

Help Re-stock Food Pantries
Local food pantries need help restocking after the holidays. For

many of the local, non-profit pantries this is the time of year
when their shelves are minimally stocked. The only collection
location within the Sully District will take place on Saturday, Feb.
7 at the Clifton Giant, 5740 Union Mill Road between 9:30 a.m.
and 4:30 p.m. Donations collected at this site will benefit the
Western Fairfax Christian Ministries

For a list of all donation locations, collection dates and times
go to:

http://fairfaxcounty.gov/living/food/stuffthebus

Food Donations for WFCM
Western Fairfax Christian Ministries’ food pantry needs dona-

tions of canned vegetables (except for green beans), canned pasta
and pasta sauces, canned tomatoes, canned fruit, peanut butter,
canned and dry beans, and granola bars. Also needed are toilet-
ries, which WFCM clients cannot purchase with food stamps. Es-
pecially needed are shampoo, diapers sizes 4 and 5, deodorant,
toothpaste and toilet paper.

Bring all items to WFCM’S food pantry, weekdays, 9 a.m.-1:30
p.m., at 13888 Metrotech Drive, near Papa John’s Pizza and
Kumon Learning Center, in Chantilly’s Sully Place Shopping Cen-
ter. A volunteer stocker/bagger is needed Wednesdays, 4-6 p.m.
Contact Annette Bosley at 703-988-9656, ext. 110, or
abosley@wfcmva.org.

Roundups
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3  5520 Lavatera Court, Centreville — $780,000

Address .................................... BR FB HB .... Postal City ...... Sold Price ... Type ......... Lot AC . PostalCode ...... Subdivision ........ Date Sold

1  5205 ROSALIE RIDGE DR .......... 5 .. 5 .. 0 .... CENTREVILLE ... $1,050,000 .... Detached ..... 1.36 ........ 20120 ...... PLEASANT VALLEY ..... 12/15/14

2  6500 FAWN HOLLOW PL ........... 4 .. 4 .. 1 .... CENTREVILLE ...... $853,000 .... Detached ..... 5.08 ........ 20120 .. CEDAR CREST ESTATES .. 12/16/14

3  5520 LAVATERA CT .................. 4 .. 4 .. 1 .... CENTREVILLE ...... $780,000 .... Detached ..... 0.20 ........ 20120 ..... FAIRCREST SOUTH ..... 12/16/14

4  13483 CONEFLOWER CT .......... 5 .. 4 .. 1 .... CENTREVILLE ...... $750,000 .... Detached ..... 0.21 ........ 20120 ..... FAIRCREST SOUTH ..... 12/01/14

5  4738 COCHRAN PL .................. 4 .. 3 .. 1 .... CENTREVILLE ...... $715,000 .... Detached ..... 0.15 ........ 20120 .... FAIRLAKES CROSSNG ... 12/09/14

6  4316 HOLLOWSTONE CT ......... 5 .. 3 .. 1 ...... CHANTILLY ........ $700,000 .... Detached ..... 0.21 ........ 20151 ....... MARIAN WOODS ...... 12/11/14

Copyright 2015 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of January 15, 2015.

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

December, 2014 Top Sales
in Chantilly and Centreville

Local REAL ESTATE

In December 2014, 16 homes sold between

$700,000-$59,000 in the Chantilly area,

and 69 Centreville homes sold between

$1,050,000-$175,000.

6  4316 Hollowstone Court, Chantilly —
$700,000

5  4738 Cochran Place, Centreville —
$715,000

4  13483 Coneflower Court, Centreville —
$750,000

2  6500 Fawn
Hollow Place,
Centreville —
$853,000

1  5205 Rosalie Ridge Drive,
Centreville — $1,050,000
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$29.99

Playground Chips
& Organic Compost

cu. yd.

FREE Fill

Bulk
Mulch
$19.99 cu. yd.

Bagged,
Shredded
Hardwood

Mulch
$3.49
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery
60606060606060

Free EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesTree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Selected indoor
plants 1/2 price

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off (3 cu. ft bags)

Lowest Prices Since 2008!Lowest Prices Since 2008!Lowest Prices Since 2008!

Cactus, Succulents
25% off

Cactus, Succulents
25% off

Cactus, Succulents
25% off

Turn your House
into a Home

How can you help?

www.foha.org

Adopt
one of our lovable

cats or dogs.

Volunteer
your time or

services.

Donate
money or
supplies
for the
Shelter.

KaylaKayla

Jewel & Max
Jewel & Max AjaxAjax

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

Celebrating
our 50th

Anniversary

ALASKA CRUISE & LAND TOUR, May 16 – 29...............................................................$3909
Includes Air from Dulles, 7-Nights, Cruise with All Meals & Entertainment On RCCL’s
“Radiance of the Seas”, 6-Nights Land Tour with Sightseeing From Fairbanks to
Anchorage.

BOSTON FOR 4TH OF JULY!, Including the BOSTON POPS Rehearsal, July  2 – 5 ....$729
Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 3-Nights Hotel, 2 Breakfasts, 1 Lunch, 1 Dinner,
Sightseeing, July 4th Fireworks, Keith Lockhart Boston Pops Rehearsal!

IRELAND, Sept. 15-25,...........................................................................................................$3399
Includes Air from Dulles, 9-Nights Hotel, Daily Breakfast, 8 Dinners, Daily
Sightseeing, GALWAY, KILLARNEY, EAST CORK, WICKLOW, DUBLIN.

Home LifeStyle

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

G
oing into business with one’s spouse can
bring both joy and challenges. As Valentine’s
Day approaches, three local husband and

wife real estate partners share their experiences and
offer advice to other couples.

Min and Jimmy O’Burns of Long and Foster in
Reston, have been in business together for 15 years.
The two met when they were neighbors with identi-
cal condos. They started dating after six months “and
have been joined at the hip ever since,” according to
Min O’Burns.

“I burned out on selling new homes and wanted
to join Jimmy,” Min O’Burns, who originally worked
for a builder, continued. “I had to convince him that
I would be an asset rather than a
ball and chain. Pretty soon we be-
came what is our motto, ‘The
power of two.’”

Working as a team allows them
to spend a significant amount of
time together. “It’s not suited for
everyone,” said Min O’Burns, add-
ing that the nature of real estate
makes it ideal for couples, with
flexible appointments and the abil-
ity to enjoy lunch together. “You
both need to be of the same kind
of mindset. You have to have the
same work ethic and diligence.”

Understanding your own per-
sonality as well as your spouse’s
is key to working together successfully as a married
couple. “You have to identify each other’s strengths
and figure out who’s good at what,” said Min O’Burns.
“The two of us together make a pretty good team.

“Jimmy is a strong negotiator and strategist,” she
continued. “I’m a good writer, I’m organized and I’m
good at marketing. I’m also a little bit of a hand
holder.” “We still enjoy it after all the years we’ve
been in business together. In my mind there is no
downside,” added Jimmy O’Burns. “We’re serious
about our business and we think that business should
come with a little bit of humor.”

Deborah and Lenny Manarin of the Arlington of-
fice of McEnearney Associates Inc, Realtors, have
been married for 10 years. They met through their
work in the real estate business. In fact, Deborah, an
Alexandria native, has 25 years of experience and
Lenny more than 40.

“We tell clients ‘You’re paying one commission, but
you’re getting the experience and knowledge of two
people,’” said Deborah Manarin.

She added that one big asset of working with a
spouse is a shared knowledge of the industry. “We
both understand the business and the stresses of
dealing with people 24-7. Each of us is a good sound-
ing board for the other on issues you’re dealing with,”
Deborah Manarin.

Debbie and Damon Nicholas of Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage in Fairfax met as students at
the University of Virginia and have been married for
32 years. Debbie was a real estate agent and Damon
was a full-time federal employee when they had their
first child, who was born with severe disabilities. Two
other sons quickly followed.

“We found ourselves going to two to three doctor’s
appointments per week,” said Debbie Nicholas.

After a promotion took away all of Damon Nicho-
las’ flexibility, he switched to real estate full time.

The move meant Debbie Nicholas could
stay home, Damon could go to doctors’
appointments and they could get more
involved at school. The couple also de-
veloped a Special Olympics program at
Willow Springs Elementary School in
Fairfax and coached their younger sons
in youth leagues.

Working together offers both plea-
sures and challenges.

“It’s difficult and easy at the same
time,” said Damon Nicholas. “It’s diffi-
cult to shut off work at times because
we have a passion for helping our cli-
ents and we love what we do. The good
news is that we see each other a lot

more than other couples. And we like each other so
that’s good.”

The Nicholas’ three sons are now adults. In 2013,
their middle son joined their real estate team.

Debbie and Damon Nicholas offer simple advice
to other couples considering going into business to-
gether.  “It’s always important to respect your
spouse,” said Debbie Nicholas. “Above all we want
to demonstrate to people that we love each other
and respect each other. Working together is not some-
thing that you commit to if you can’t respect each
other in public and in private.”

Photo courtesy of Min and Jimmy O’Burns

Reston-based real estate agents Min and
Jimmy O’Burns of Long and Foster have
been in business together for 15 years.
They say one of the keys to their long-
lasting business relationship is under-
standing each other’s strengths.

Photo courtesy of Debbie and Damon Nicholas

Husband and wife real estate team Debbie
and Damon Nicholas met while they were
students at the University of Virginia.

Working Together Stay Together
Local couples offer
advice about keeping
a relationship healthy
at home and on the job.

“You have to
identify each
other’s strengths
and figure out
who’s good at
what.”

— Min O’Burns of Long
and Foster in Reston
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Send Your Photos & Stories Now to
chantilly@connectionnewspapers.com or complete

our online form at centre-view.com
Be sure to include your name, address and phone number, and identify

all people and pets in photos. Submission deadline is February 18.

Be Part of The
Pet Connection in February

Sports

See School Notes,  Page 11

T
he Westfield, Chantilly and
Centreville gymnastics teams
competed in the Conference 5

championship meet on Feb. 5 at
Centreville High School.

Robinson repeated as conference
champion with a score of 136.55, fol-
lowed by Herndon (131.925), Oakton
(130.225), Westfield (119.75), Chantilly
(119.6) and Centreville (90.425).

The top two teams advance to the 6A
North region championship meet, sched-
uled for Wednesday, Feb. 11 at Lake
Braddock.

Centreville’s Lindsay Rogers,
Westfield’s Hannah Marker, and
Chantilly’s Elise Mazzone and Sara Laiti
each qualified for regionals as an indi-
vidual.

Rogers tied for third on vault with a
score of 9.1. Marker placed second on
beam with a score of 8.4. Mazzone tied
for third on beam (8.35) and Laiti quali-
fied on bars, placing fifth (8.3).

The top eight individuals in each of the
four events, and the top four all-arounds
qualify for regionals.

Herndon’s Alexa Bradley won the all-
around with a score of 36.175, followed
by Robinson’s Caroline Burda (34.05),
Oakton’s Natalie Weaver (34) and

Shelby Knight and the Chantilly
gymnastics team finished fifth at
the Conference 5 championship
meet on Feb. 5.

On to Regionals
Westfield, Chantilly, Centreville
gymnastics send individuals to regionals.

Robinson’s Bailey Young (33.975).
Chantilly’s Mazzone tied for fifth

(32.65).
Bradley won the floor (9.575), bars (9)

and beam (8.5) events. Young won vault
(9.2).

Westfield gym-
nast Hannah
Marker com-

petes on floor
during the

Conference 5
championship
meet on Feb. 5
at Centreville
High School.

Marker quali-
fied for

regionals on
beam.
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Seniors Honored
Eight senior members of the Westfield boys’ basketball team were hon-
ored prior to their Feb. 3 contest against Herndon. From left: Zach
Sheahan, Jacob Thibodeau, Patrick Lawless, Jacob Williams, Manav
Sarkaria, Eli Shanks, Michael Scruggs and Cole Brown.
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Email announcements to chantilly@connection
newspapers.com. Deadline is Thursday at noon. Pho-
tos are welcome.

Stephanie Feeback of Oak Hill has been
named to president’s honor roll for the fall 2014
semester at Oklahoma City University.

Patrick Kenna of Chantilly, a senior majoring
in management, was named to the dean’s list of
Saint Vincent College (Latrobe, Pa.) for the fall
2014 semester.

Jeremy Carlin was named to Susquehanna
University’s (Selinsgrove, Pa.) dean’s list for the fall
2014 semester. Carlin, a graphic design major, is
a 2014 graduate of Chantilly High School, and is
the son of Craig and Alice Carlin.

Katherine Ellinger of Chantilly, has been
named to the dean’s list at Youngstown State Uni-
versity (Youngstown, Ohio) for the fall 2014
semester. Ellinger is majoring in integrated social
studies education.

Emily Rosenthal of Oak Hill, has been named
to Millersville University of Pennsylvania’s dean’s
list for the fall 2014 semester.

Erica Spero, a senior psychology major from
Chantilly, was named to Lycoming College’s
(Williamsport, Pa.) dean’s list for the fall 2014 se-
mester.

Kimberly Edwards, of Herndon, was named
to the fall 2014 dean’s list at Mary Baldwin College
(Staunton, Va.).

John Goins, of Herndon, was inducted into
The Citadel’s (Charleston, S.C.) Chapter of The
National Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi.

The James Madison University Marching Royal
Dukes sent 227 members to Italy to participate in
the 2014-15 New Year’s Day Parade in Rome, in-
cluding: Kamille (Kami) Aiello, of Herndon, a
sophomore majoring in psychology who plays in
the band’s Clarinet section; Holly Doherty, of
Herndon, a senior majoring in geology who is in
the band’s logistics crew; Ryan Trexler, of
Chantilly, a junior majoring in communications
who plays in the band’s trumpet section; and
Kristin Zimney, of Herndon, a freshman major-
ing in SMAD who is in the band’s Dukettes.

The following students made the president’s list
at James Madison University for the fall 2014 se-
mester: Amanda Ault, of Herndon, a senior
majoring in interdisc. liberal studies - BS;
Katherine Bishop, of Fairfax, a senior majoring
in geographic science - BS; Joseph Cooper, of
Oak Hill, a senior majoring in media arts and de-
sign - BS; Victoria Dean, of Oak Hill, a freshman
majoring in interdisc liberal studies - BS; Danielle
Early, of Chantilly, a freshman majoring in
interdisc liberal studies - BS; Samuel Fine, of Oak
Hill, a senior majoring in economics - BBA; Lukas
Foley, of Chantilly, a freshman majoring in mu-
sic - BM; Jacqueline Herrick, of Herndon, a
sophomore majoring in hospitality management -
BS; Niti Jadhav, of Chantilly, a freshman major-
ing in management - BBA; Giuliana Macaluso,
of Herndon, a junior majoring in writing rhet and
tech comm - BA; Julianne Naquin, of Herndon,

School Notes

Chantilly Connection Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-752-4031 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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2ND ANNUAL

Friday, March 6, 2015
The Ritz-Carlton, Tysons Corner

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater
Washington/Fairfax Region help
hundreds of at-risk youth every day
right here in Fairfax County.

We invite your organization to consider sponsorship
opportunities for our 2nd Annual Boys and Girls Clubs
of Greater Washington, Fairfax Region Casino Night.

Casino Night is a fun-filled evening featuring:
• Full complement of staffed gaming tables including Texas Hold ’em,
   Black Jack and Craps, Roulette
• Fabulous dinner buffet * open bar * amazing raffles, live and silent auction
• Celebrity Emcee with music and dancing.

The Ritz-Carlton, Tysons Corner
1700 Tysons Boulevard, McLean, Virginia 22102 • On the Silver Line

Friday, March 6, 2015
6:30-11:30pm

Tickets: $95.00 per person,
$175.00 per couple

Special Overnight Guest Room Rate
at the Ritz-Carlton for

Friday March 6, 2015 -- $119.00

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Washington/Fairfax Region help boys
and girls of all backgrounds build confidence, develop character, and acquire
skills fundamental to becoming productive, civic-minded, responsible adults.

BGCGW provides a safe and positive environment for our youth.

Tickets: www.bgcgw.org/fairfax/casino-night/

Boys & Girls Club Fairfax Casino Night

OF GREATER WASHINGTON
FAIRFAX COUNTY REGION

14245-H Centreville Square
(on Rt. 29, Lee Highway – across from Giant Food)

703-818-8989

Dim Sum is Now Here!

CHINESE RESTAURANT

Double Celebration!

Come Celebrate
St. Valentine’s Day

&
Chinese New Year

DINNER FOR
TWO • $49.95

RESERVATIONS
RECOMMENDED

13999 METROTECH DRIVE, CHANTILLY, VA 20151 • WWW.BACKYARDGRILLRESTAURANT.COM

703-802-6400

APPETIZERS
(Choice of 1) Shrimp, Crab Fritters or Egg Rolls

SALADS
(Choice of 2) House Salad, Caesar

or Mixed Green

ENTRÉES
    (Choice of 2) PRIME RIB
Traditional or blackened served with mashed
  potatoes and horseradish sauce

SAUTÉED CHICKEN BREAST
Over angel hair pasta, brown sauce &
mushrooms topped with dried tomato

CHILEAN SEA BASS
Panko crusted sea bass served with sautéed
Bok Choy and asparagus Soy ginger broth

and grilled shrimp on top

DESSERTS
(Choice of 1) Strawberry Shortcake

or Chocolate Mousse

Entertainment

Email announcements to chantilly@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
The Airbus IMAX Theater at

National Air and Space
Museum Udvar-Hazy Center,
14390 Air & Space Museum Parkway,
is showing movies including
“Interstellar”, “D-Day: Normandy
1944”, “Hubble,” “Fighter Pilot” and
“Hidden Universe”. Visit
airandspace.si.edu/udvarhazy or call
703-572-4118 for the movie schedule
or to schedule an IMAX On Demand
show for groups of 50 or more.

Sully Historic Site. 3650 Historic
Sully Way, Chantilly. Enjoy guided
tours of the 1794 home of Northern
Virginia’s first Congressman, Richard
Bland Lee. $7/adult; $6/student; $5/
senior and child. Hours are 11 a.m.-4
p.m. 703-437-1794.

Singing. 7:30 p.m. at Lord of Life
Lutheran Church, 13421 Twin Lakes
Drive, Clifton. The Fairfax Jubil-Aires
rehearse every Wednesday which
includes training by an award-
winning director. Visit
www.fairfaxjubilaires.org for more.

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
2015 Summer Programs.

Registration is now open for the
following Fairfax County Public
Schools summer camps. Students
should register for programs based
on the grade they are in during the
current 2014-15 school year. Visit
www.fcps.edu/is/summer/
index.shtml for more.

PET ADOPTIONS
Adopt a Dog. Fridays, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

and Saturdays, 1-4 p.m. at PetSmart,
12971 Fair Lakes Center, Fairfax.
Adopt a puppy or dog. Visit
www.lostdogrescue.org for more.

Adopt a Dog. Saturdays, 12-3 p.m. at
Petco, 13053 Lee Jackson Highway.
Visit hart90.org for more.

Adopt a Dog. Sundays, 1-4 p.m. at
Petco, 13053 Lee Jackson Memorial
Hwy. Adopt a puppy or dog.Visit
aforeverhome.org for more.

THURSDAY/FEB. 12
Author Event. Noon at the United

States Navy Memorial, Naval
Heritage Center, Presidents Room,
701 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington,
D.C. Centreville’s Alan Rems, author
of “South Pacific Cauldron: World
War II’s Great Forgotten
Battlegrounds,” will speak at the
“Authors on Deck” book lecture series
bringing often overlooked fighting in

World War II’s South Pacific Theater
to life. Free and open to the public.
Call 202-737-2300 or visit
navymemorial.org.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/FEB. 13-15
Singing Valentines. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.

The Fairfax Jubil-Aires will send a
singing quartet of elegantly dressed
gents to serenade a loved one at
work or at home delivered with two
songs, a message from the sender, a
long-stemmed rose, and a mini box of
candy. $50 on Friday, Feb. 13 or
Sunday, Feb. 15; $70 on Saturday,
Feb. 14. For $30 a telephone singing
Valentine will be delivered anywhere.
Visit www.fairfaxjubilaires.org or call
571-418-3840.

Winter One Acts. Friday and
Saturday, 7:30 p.m.; Saturday and
Sunday, 2 p.m. at Westfield Theatre,
Westfield High School, 4700
Stonecroft Blvd. Chantilly. $10 at the
door. Visit
www.westfieldtheatreboosters.com
for schedule.

SATURDAY/FEB. 14
It’s All About the Birds and the

Bees. 10 a.m. at Merrifield Garden
Center, 12101 Lee Highway, Fairfax.
Flowers can be so much more than
gifts for a Valentine. Find out how
they use their shape, fragrance and
color to attract the perfect partner for
pollination and reproduction. Is it
love, biology or both? Visit
www.merrifieldgardencenter.com or
call 703-968-9600.

SUNDAY/FEB. 15
Model Train Show. 1-4 p.m. at

Fairfax Station Railroad Museum,
11200 Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax
Station. The Northern Virginia
NTRAK members will hold an N
gauge model train show. Museum
members, free; adults 16 and over,
$4; children 5-15, $2; under 4, free.
Information on the museum and
shows is at www.fairfax-station.org
or call 703-425-9225.

TUESDAY-WEDNESDAY/FEB. 17-18
Auditions. 6:30-9 p.m. at Mountain

View High School, 5775 Spindle
Court, Centreville. Auditions for The
Alliance Theatre’s production of
“Curtains.” It’s the brassy, bright, and
promising year of 1959. Boston’s
Colonial Theatre is host to the
opening night performance of a new
musical. When the leading lady
mysteriously dies on stage the entire
cast and crew are suspects. Actors
must be at least 17 to audition and
come prepared to dance in
comfortable clothing and shoes.
Actors should prepare a 32 bar cut
with own accompaniment or a
cappella. Sides will be provided. Cold

readings will be done. Call backs
Thursday Feb. 19, at 6:30 p.m.
Rehearsals begin Feb. 23, 7 p.m.
Performance dates are April 24-25,
May 1-9. Register at
www.thealliancetheatre.org/
auditions.html.

SATURDAY/FEB. 21
Boxwood and Flowering Shrubs.

10 a.m. at Merrifield Garden Center,
12101 Lee Highway, Fairfax.
Discover the many new and different
varieties of boxwood and discuss
flowering shrubs to complement your
boxwood. Visit
www.merrifieldgardencenter.com or
call 703-968-9600.

SUNDAY/FEB. 22
Hands On Modeling Day. 1-4 p.m. at

at Fairfax Station Railroad Museum,
11200 Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax
Station. Learn how to paint and
display model trains and scenery for
your displays. Museum members,
free; adults 16 and over, $4; children
5-15, $2; under 4, free. Visit
www.fairfax-station.org or call 703-
425-9225.

FRIDAY/FEB. 27-MARCH 1
2015 Capital Remodel and Garden

Show. Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-9
p.m.; Sunday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. at the
Dulles Expo Center, 4320 Chantilly
Shopping Center, Chantilly. More
than 375 companies will be on hand
to showcase products and services in
remodeling, home improvement,
gardening, landscaping and home
décor. Guests include Jeff Devlin,
host of HGTV’s I Hate My Bath and
DIY’s Good, Better …Best; Chris
Lambton, host of DIY’s Yard Crashers
and Going Yard; and Mike McGrath,
WTOP’S garden editor. Adults, $6-
$10; children 6-12, $3; children 5
and younger, free. Visit
www.CapitalRemodelandGarden.com.

SATURDAY/FEB. 28
Pruning Made Easy. 10 a.m. at

Merrifield Garden Center, 12101 Lee
Highway, Fairfax. Understanding just
a few techniques and principles will
take pruning from a confusing chore
to an enjoyable pastime. Bundle up
and get ready to go outside (weather
permitting) for a hands-on
demonstration. Call 703-968-9600 or
visit merrifieldgardencenter.com.

SATURDAY/MARCH 7
Grass Roots Initiative. 10 a.m. at

Merrifield Garden Center, 12101 Lee
Highway, Fairfax. The U.S. National
Arboretum has studied the love affair
that Americans have with their
lawns. Call 703-968-9600 or visit
merrifieldgardencenter.com.
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

25 years of experience
Free estimates

703-868-5358

Leaf Removal
Gutter Cleaning

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Fall Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

It’s becoming increasingly difficult to
characterize the feelings I regularly
experience during the final few weeks
leading up to my every-three-month CT
Scan, and even more so the feelings I
experience waiting the following week or
so to see my oncologist to discuss the
results. “Scanxiety,” “scanxious,”
“ascance,” “scanticipation,” “scancer,”
“scantastic,” “scanning the horizon,” are
all descriptions I’ve made up to try and
“humorize” an incredibly difficult set of
circumstances. How else should I react to
news on which my life depends? If the
scan shows growth and/or movement –
which it hasn’t for 18 months or so – it
will be, as they say in Boston, “Katie bar
the door,” which means: look out, trouble
ahead. However, if my luck continues
and the scan shows “stable” (a new
favorite word), or even better,
“shrinkage,” then I can semi-relax for the
next three months until we scan again.

This is the cyclical axis on which my
life churns. And though I’ve become
accustomed to this life cycle, to say it has
become easier as well is a bit of an over-
simplification. Familiar? Certainly.
Regularly scheduled? Of course.
Expected? Naturally. Used to? Sort of.
Stressful? Need I say? Just because I know
the drill doesn’t mean I don’t fear the bit.
Some things are out of one’s control.
Cancer might be at the top of that list.
After all, I was originally given a “term-
inal” diagnosis: stage IV, non-small cell
lung cancer, with a rather discouraging
“13-month to two-year” prognosis to
boot. And though I’ve survived nearly six
years from that fateful day when Team
Lourie first met with my oncologist, I
don’t feel particularly confident about my
future. I know where I’ve been; still, I
don’t know where I’m going (figuratively
speaking; if only there were a GPS for
such problems). At this point, I’m glad to
be going anywhere, figuratively or literally.
The guarantees have long since left the
building.

Wednesday, I’ll be driving to Gaithers-
burg, Maryland for my next CT Scan. And
given the excellent results I’ve been
amazingly fortunate to receive these last
few years, I am happy return to this same
location and hopefully be tended to by
the same technicians. They’re my good
luck charms, and every appointment/
scan, I tell them so, and thank them for
my above-average results and encourage
them as well to keep up the good work.

At the end of the day; heck, at the
beginning of the day too, who knows
what matters in this fight against cancer?
And though I’m sure I’ve left a few stones
unturned, I have turned over a few rocks.
I’ve made some changes, as you regular
readers know, and I suppose I’m living
proof that all is not as lost as sometimes it
might initially appear to be. My life has
gone on much longer then I was led to
believe, and a great deal more favorably
than I had a right to expect.

Every scan reminds me of who I am,
what I have and the statistical anomaly
which I have become. As much as I’d like
to minimize the significance of this quar-
terly CT Scan, I can’t. When one’s life
might be hanging in the balance, it’s diffi-
cult to maintain your equilibrium.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

“Scantsy” EmploymentEmployment

PHLEBOTOMISTS

SUNRISE MEDICAL 

LABORATORIES

Immediate openings for full and part time 
phlebotomists to work in the Loudoun, 

Fairfax and Prince William county areas 
areas. Must have minimum 1 year 

experience, able to work independently, 
and be computer literate. Strong 

motivation, and excellent bedside manner 
also required.

SML offers a competitive salary and 
generous benefits including paid time off, 

a 401k, low-cost health insurance 
(medical, dental, and prescription), 

voluntary vision, short term and accident 
insurance. Fax resume to Human 

Resources at 703-263-7961 or e-mail to 
spiper@sunriselab.com.

All qualified applicants will receive 
consideration for employment and will 

not be discriminated against on the basis 
of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orienta-

tion, national origin, age, disability, or 
protected veteran status. Sunrise Medical 
Laboratories, Inc. takes affirmative action 
in support of its policy to and advance in 
employment individuals who are minori-

ties, women, protected veterans, and 
individuals with disabilities.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Editorial Assistant/Assistant Editor
Full-time assistant editor to help with all
aspects of producing award-winning weekly
newspapers, including daily web and social
media updates.
Must be a prolific, efficient, accurate
writer/rewriter with good basic knowledge
of AP style and clean copy. Self-starter with
excellent time management skills who can to
work independently and collaboratively with
strong organizational skills, high productivity,
attention to detail.  Exciting opportunity to
learn from excellent editors.
Essential Responsibilities:
Generating local content daily for print and
online, including calendar & entertainment
listings, news briefs, crime reports, business
briefs, school and education notes, faith notes,
photo galleries, etc.
Monitor never-ending email, prioritize,
download, edit, compile, post.
Community engagement, communication
with readers and sources. Continuously
seeking new sources of local information.
Copy editing, fact checking, familiarity with
AP Style.
Design and paginate weekly entertainment,
calendar and notes pages for multiple papers.
Update websites daily, post to social media.
Stay on top of local breaking news, work with
editor and reporters to update.
Help transition to digital first workflow.
Salary approximately $30K, health insurance,
paid vacation. Office is 2 blocks from King
Street Metro station. Free parking.
Send letter, resume, three clips or examples of
work to resumes@connectionnewspapers.com

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg
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ClassifiedClassified

LEGAL NOTICE
According to the Lease by and between (3050) Ryan Beda and 
TKG-StorageMart and its related parties, assigns and affiliates 
in order to perfect the Lien on the goods contained in their stor-
age unit, the manager has cut the lock on their unit and upon 
cursory inspection the unit was found to contain: totes, clothes, 
chair, ect. Items will be sold or otherwise disposed of on Friday 
February 20, 2015 @ 12:00pm at 11325 Lee Hwy Fairfax VA 
22030 to satisfy owner's lien in accordance with state statutes.

According to the Lease by and between (3112) Jennifer John-
son and TKG-StorageMart and its related parties, assigns and 
affiliates in order to perfect the Lien on the goods contained in 
their storage unit, the manager has cut the lock on their unit 
and upon cursory inspection the unit was found to contain: fur-
niture, boxes, totes, ect. Items will be sold or otherwise dis-
posed of on Friday February 20, 2015 @ 12:00pm at 11325 
Lee Hwy Fairfax VA 22030 to satisfy owner's lien in accord-
ance with state statutes.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

PRIVATE SWORD

COLLECTION FOR SALE

Antique swords from the United 
States and United Kingdom. 

Call 703-371-1765

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME 
JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 

PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.
Schefer Antiques

703-241-0790
theschefers@cox.net

HAULING

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-3205 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Zone 4 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 4:

• Centreville

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

If tomorrow 
were never to
come, it would
not be worth
living today.

-Dagobert Runes

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

I'am a slow walker, 
but I never walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln

Sports

Bulldogs Defeat Hornets
Westfield junior guard Blake
Francis goes up for layup against
Herndon on Feb. 3. The Bulldogs
defeated the Hornets, 69-44. Three
days later, Westfield beat Robinson
75-51 to improve to 19-1. The
Bulldogs faced Chantilly on Tues-
day, after The Connection’s dead-
line. The Conference 5 tournament
begins Feb. 13.
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School Notes

From Page 8

a senior majoring in interdisc liberal studies - BS;
Melody Pham, of Herndon, a junior majoring in
nursing - BSN; Paul Revesman, of Herndon, a
senior majoring in Engineering - BS; Heather
Sasala, of Oak Hill, a senior majoring in interdisc
liberal studies - BS; Christopher Shuping, of
Chantilly, a senior majoring in accounting - BBA;
Troy Thomas, of Fairfax, a senior majoring in
accounting - BBA; Jennifer Urban, of Fairfax, a
senior majoring in comm sciences and disorders -
BS; Austin Vassallo, of Chantilly, a freshman
majoring in psychology - BA; and Amanda
Walker, of Fairfax, a senior majoring in psychol-
ogy - BA.

Kelsey King, of Oak Hill, achieved dean’s list
status at Belmont University (Nashville, Tn.) for the
fall 2014 semester.

Jordan Dawson, of Oak Hil, was named to the
University of New Hampshire dean’s list with high
honors for the fall 2014 semester.

Thomas Trivett, a Chantilly native, was rec-
ognized for his academic achievements at his
recent graduation from Universal Technical Insti-
tute in Exton, Pa., a provider of post-secondary
education for students seeking careers as profes-
sional automotive, diesel, collision repair,
motorcycle and marine technicians.

Trivett graduated from UTI’s Automotive Tech-
nology Program with Ford Accelerated Credential
Training with a 3.95 GPA and 100 percent atten-
dance. He received five “Student of the Course”
awards (earning the highest grade of the course),
as well as 13 Directors List Awards and was nomi-
nated into the Alpha Beta Kappa Honor Society.
Upon graduating, Thomas will begin working at
Mercedes Benz of Chantilly.

Robert John Smarrelli, of Oak Hill, a sopho-
more majoring in electrical engineering was named
a presidential scholar for the fall 2014 semester at
Clarkson University (Potsdam, NY).

David Salmon was named to the dean’s list at
Salisbury University (Salisbury, Md.) for the fall
2014 semester.
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F
TC team 6700, the X-BOTS, a Ro-
botics team of high-school and
middle-school Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools students, is heading to

FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC) state champi-
onship after winning the Inspire Award at
the Northern Virginia Qualifiers held on Dec
13, 2014.

The team consists of seven students from
five FCPS schools: Nikhil Chintada and
Sidharth Rampally (TJHSST), Satish
Venkatesan (Chantilly HS), Ahan Shah &
Nandin Padheriya (Fairfax HS), Shreya
Menon (Robinson) and Anoushka Chintada
(Rocky Run MS).

“This is a great honor. To be recognized
as the top team among so many good teams
is awesome. We were able to share some
amazing experiences through the program
that can possibly lead to a brighter future
for the world,” said Nikhil.

Shreya said, “FTC allowed me to learn
CAD Design, and it was a thrill to be a fi-
nalist for Design Award. I’ve been with the
FIRST family for four years and have cher-
ished every moment.”

“Learning new skills every day, and work-
ing with friends makes FTC fun and not
work,” said Nandin, who also excels in foot-
ball and swimming. Team X-BOTS holds
numerous workshops and demos through
the season to help students interested in
STEM and FIRST. X-BOTS also seeks to meet

engineers in the community to learn from
their real world experience in various fields
such as mechanical engineering, CAD, pro-
gramming as well as sponsors supporting
STEM. Besides the community outreach
through schools, X-BOTS also donates a
portion of funds raised to under-privileged
children to promote STEM education.

FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC) is a program
created by FIRST ( For the Inspiration and
Recognition of Science and Technology), a
not-for-profit organization founded by Dean
Kamen, that promotes STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math) for stu-
dents in grades 7-12.

 FTC teams get to:
❖ Design, build, and program robots
❖ Apply real-world math and science con-

cepts
❖ Develop problem-solving, organiza-

tional, and team-building skills
❖ Compete and cooperate in alliances and

tournaments
❖ Compete for a spot in the World Cham-

pionship
❖ Qualify for over $13.5 million in col-

lege scholarships
This year’s FTC challenge is called “Cas-

cade Effect.” More details can be found at
h t t p : / / w w w 3 . u s f i r s t . o r g /
roboticsprograms/ftc. Contact team X-BOTS
info@xbots.org or visit http://xbots.org for
more information.

X-BOTS: Ready for FIRST Tech Challenge State Champsionship

Members of Team X-Bots are (from left): Sidharth Rampally (TJHSST, 9th
grade), Satish Venkatesan (Chantilly HS, 10th grade), Nikhil Chintada
(TJHSST, 10th grade), (in front) Ahan Shah (Fairfax HS, 10th grade),
Anoushka Chintada (7th grade, Rocky Run Middle School), Shreya
Menon (9th grade Robinson) and Nandin Padheriya (9th grade, Fairfax
HS).
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Email announcements to
centreview@connectionnewspapers.com.
Include date, time, location, description
and contact for event: phone, email and/
or website. Photos and artwork welcome.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

SUPPORT NEEDED
Annual STEM-H Expo. The six high

school academies in Fairfax County
Public Schools are seeking sponsors,
exhibitors, and presenters for their
annual STEM-H (science, technology,
engineering, math, and health and
medical sciences) Expo, Saturday,
Feb. 21, at Chantilly High School.
Colleges, businesses, industries, and
other organizations that educate for,
do business in, or support the STEM-
H fields are invited to submit
proposals to present STEM-H focused
breakout sessions, provide exhibits,
and demonstrate STEM-H related
business technologies to attract
middle and high school students to
careers in these fields. Exhibitor
registration fees are $25 for
corporate organizations and $15 for
non-profit organizations to help
cover event costs. There is no charge
for FCPS groups. Contact Cara Kirby
at 571-423-4502 or
ckkirby@fcps.edu.

THROUGH APRIL 15
Free Tax Preparation. Tuesdays, 4-

8:30 p.m.; Wednesdays, 1-5 p.m. at
Centreville Regional Library, 14200
St. Germain Drive, Centreville. For
taxpayers with low and middle
income. All ages, with special
attention to seniors. Federal and
Virginia tax returns prepared and
electronically filed by IRS-certified
volunteers. Tax questions can be
answered. Bring your photo ID(s),
Social Security Card(s), tax
documents, and your prior year tax
return.

Bulletin BoardC E N T R E V I L L E
The Anglican Church of the Ascension

Traditional
Anglican Services

1928 Book of
Common Prayer

1940 Hymnal

13941 Braddock Road, (north off Rte. 29) Centreville, VA
703-830-3176   •   www.ascension-acc.org

Holy Communion 10 A.M. Sundays
(with Church School and Nursery)

COMMUNITIES
OF WORSHIP

To highlight your faith community,

call Karen at 703-917-6468


