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By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

I
t’s a big deal when a team, academic or ath-
letic, reaches the state championships. But it’s
even more impressive when that team does

it in two, different states.
Meet team Robowiz — 10 local students who’ve

reached that level in both Virginia and Maryland.
The eight boys and two girls live in Centreville,
Chantilly and Fairfax and are in grades eight
through 10.

“Over the last eight years, my co-coaches Jugnu
Agrawal and Ashish Kulkarni and I have seen un-
sure, tentative and sometimes shy elementary-
schoolers turn into bright, young, patient and ar-
ticulate high- schoolers,” said head coach Suprotik
Ghose. “They help other teams at tournaments,
yet compete professionally in the robot matches.”

The teammates meet a few times a week at
Kulkarni’s Fair Lakes home to work on their robot
and prepare for competition. They vie under the

auspices of FIRST (For Inspiration and Recogni-
tion of Science and Technology), which encour-
ages young people to be science and technology
leaders, plus well-rounded and self-confident.

Robowiz won top honors in the FTC (FIRST Tech
Challenge) Jan. 31 at the North Central Virginia
FTC Tournament in Orange County. It took home
the overall Champions Award (Inspire) and was
captain of the robot, game-winning alliance. Both
awards automatically qualified Robowiz for states.

“What makes it special was that the kids were
aware of a rule supposedly preventing them from
winning the Inspire award twice — they had also
won Inspire in Maryland, a couple weeks earlier,”
said Ghose. “They immediately told the tourna-
ment director, but the Virginia FTC hadn’t faced
this situation before.”

After the director spoke with USFIRST national
headquarters, they allowed Robowiz to keep both
the Inspire and winning-captain alliance awards
since it won them in separate states — with the
understanding that it won’t be able to win Inspire
at both state tournaments.

“According to USFIRST, this was the first time a
team had won the Inspire award in the same sea-
son in two, different states,” said Ghose. “So I give
a big shout-out to the team members for their

Local robotics team
heads to two state
championships.

‘You Start with a Box of Metal’

Photo by Bonnie Hobbs/Centre View

Surrounding their robot are (from left) Cedric Bernard, Shomik Ghose, Saarthak
Sethi, Josal Patel, Abhishek Mishra, Jami Park, Adarsh Kulkarni, Radhika Agrawal
and Anushka Jain.

By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

N
ew Centreville High
Principal Dave
Jagels is no longer
Mountain View

High’s leader, but he still kicked
off the school’s winter graduation
last week with a heartfelt address
to the new grads.

The ceremony was held Tuesday,
Feb. 10, in Centreville’s audito-
rium, and it seemed like old times
as Jagels gave his welcome speech,
congratulating the seniors on “this
momentous occasion.”

“Many students who come to
Mountain View have been broken
by circumstances or failure, and

Mountain View
holds winter
graduation.

Overcoming Adversity,
Achieving Success

New grad Trong Bui of
Chantilly with his mom,
Hong Le.

Photos by Bonnie Hobbs/Centre View

Counselor Ellen Fay (on right) gives the Faculty Award to
Maggie Zhong.

See Graduation,  Page 2
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that led them to believe they weren’t good
enough,” he said. “But at Mountain View –
with its motto of ‘Family, Love and Respect’
– the belief is that any student, armed with
the right tools, can be successful.”

Jagels said the school has helped “change
the direction of people’s lives” by putting a
premium on relationship-building and on
“a connectedness that unites us all.” He also
noted that it makes students more respon-
sible when they realize that every person
contributes to the success of the whole.

“The timber wolf is the school’s mascot,”
he told the students. “And like them, you
can change your own environment, as well,
and even change the course of the lives of
your family and your children by graduat-
ing and getting a good job. You may have

grown up in poverty, but you have the op-
portunity to change lives for generations to
come.”

Jagels then thanked each teacher and
staff member for “being a shoulder to cry
on and a person the students knew they
could come to” for help, encouragement
and advice.” Telling the seniors how proud
he was of them, he said, “It’s been one of
my greatest gifts to be your principal. Go
change your environment, go change the
world, know you can always come home
and know that you’ll always be a timber
wolf.”

Taking the podium next were the two,
student speakers. Dibora Eshete was born
in Ethiopia and raised by her mother and
grandmother. “Education was important to

Mountain View Holds Winter Graduation

Student speaker Zubeyda Tebra
receives her diploma from Acting
Principal Lee Holt.

Tom Orellana receives the Personal
Achievement Award from Anne
Hoffman.

Jeff Jones presents the Personal
Achievement Award to Alejandra
Gonzalez.

Veronica Perez (left) receives the
Citizenship Award from Michelle
Ohanian.

Centreville’s Brianna Richardson (with flowers) celebrates her gradua-
tion with (from left) nieces Chinnell and Makayla Watson, friend Jody
Green, dad Jerry Richardson and friend Taleah Thompson.

New grad Veronica Perez (third from left) of Centreville with (from left)
in-laws Jose Yucra and Cristina Pereyra, husband Brian Gamboa, mom
Ivonne Pina and sisters Tania, Martha and Diana Perez. In front, from
left, are Veronica’s daughter, Stephanie Rivera, 4, and Tania’s daughter,
Brisa Perez, 2.

From left are friends Tom Orellana
of Centreville and Marcos Perez
Vasquez of Reston.

Grad Raheem Woodson of
Centreville and girlfriend Kristen
Rivera.

Photos by Bonnie Hobbs/Centre View
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honesty, dedication and hard work.”
The Maryland state championship, with

24 teams, is Feb. 21 at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity. Virginia’s 52-team, state champion-
ship is Feb. 28 at St. Christopher High in
Richmond.

Each year, FTC has a new challenge, and
this year’s was called the Cascade Effect.
Games last 2 minutes, 30 seconds, with four
teams in each round; two teams vie against
two others. “You’re allied with another team
for one round of the five-round competi-
tion,” said Chantilly’s Jami Park, a sopho-
more at Thomas Jefferson High School for
Science and Technology (TJ). “There are
different alliances in each round.”

In the challenge, each team’s robot had
to pick up Wiffle balls and golf balls from
the ground and get them into its tube, or
goal. Robowiz’s robot has three goals, 30,
60 and 90 centimeters tall each. And, said
TJ classmate Adarsh Kulkarni, of Fair Lakes,
“The way to earn the most points was to
move the rolling goal to a ramp. Scoring is
based on the height of the balls you place
inside the goal.”

During the first 30 seconds of the 2.5-
minute round, the robot is preprogrammed
to move on its own. “The second two min-
utes are driver-controlled,” said Park.

“The last 30 seconds of that two minutes,
you put the balls into the goal,” added TJ’s
Cedric Bernard of Centreville’s Hampton
Forest community. “It’s a Plexiglas tower [in
the center of the robot].”

On Jan. 18 in Potomac, Md., Robowiz
came in first out of 27 teams, and did the
same thing Jan. 31 in Orange County
against 25 other teams. Both times, it won
the Overall Champions, or Inspire, award
for being the best team, plus its community
service, engineering notebook and overall
demeanor — called “gracious professional-
ism” — at each tournament.

Radhika Agrawal, a TJ sophomore from
Fair Oaks, said Robowiz’s engineering note-
book contained the team’s planning, events
attended, photos, fun facts about the mem-
bers and information about how they built

their robot. “We started in
August and finished the ma-
jority of it in November,” she
said. They then overhauled it
over the Thanksgiving and
Christmas breaks.

“We changed our entire
game strategy to focus on get-
ting rolling goals, instead of
getting the balls,” said
Agrawal. That’s because each
rolling goal, moved to differ-
ent places, is worth 30 points.
One of just two girls on the
team, she said, “We all pitch
in equally and work well to-
gether. We play off each other’s
strengths and have grown
closer since the team began.”

The other girl, Frost Middle
eighth-grader Anushka Jain of
Fair Oaks, said she was ini-
tially shy when she joined the
team, but “they let me fit in
on the first day. It’s fun to
tackle the challenges together
and design the parts of the
robot, like the chassis.”

“We do CAD, computer-
aided design, to make sure it’ll
work before wasting time and
energy to build it,” added
Agrawal. “I started robotics in
fifth grade and it sparked a
passion in me. I like seeing
how things come together and
work. You start with a box of
metal parts and build some-
thing that moves and can be
programmed to do various
things. And with FIRST, you
get to network and talk with
other people at the tourna-
ments and get a real-world
experience.”

TJ sophomore Abhishek Mishra of Little
Rocky Run said the team worked to make
its robot more reliable and move easier. “I
think we’ll do well at States because we
have a strong robot, nice community out-
reach and a well-made engineering note-

book,” he said. “We’re well-rounded, which
is what the judges look for.”

Classmate Shomik Ghose of Fair Lakes
said robotics doesn’t require hand-eye co-
ordination. “It’s more of a mental sport, and
I enjoy learning cool things with people I

like,” he said. “We have
fun as a team and mesh
well together. And we
used GoPro and cell-
phone cameras to see
what was going wrong
with our robot and how
to fix it.”

Another classmate,
Josal Patel of Fairfax,
scouts the other teams
to learn about their
skills and determine
whether they’d make
good alliances for
Robowiz during a com-
petition — and also in
case they become oppo-
nents. “I watch every
match in the tourna-
ments, analyze the
teams and write down
what they’re good at
and what they struggle
with,” he said. “So I’m
able to pick the best
teams that could help us
win the most points.”

TJ freshman Saarthak
Sethi of Chantilly said
all the Robowiz team-
mates love working on
the robot, so it’s tough
breaking up the tasks.
But it works out because
“all of us are good
friends who come to-
gether to work for the
same purpose that we’re
passionate about.”

“USFIRST has pro-
vided these future tech-
nologists a superb plat-
form to learn the scien-
tific and engineering

process,” added Coach Ghose. “When one
sees all the young, determined and
hardworking participants at the tourna-
ments, it provides ample assurance that the
future of our country is in extremely capable
hands.”

Robotics Team Heads to Two State Championships

By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

B
esides participating in robotics
competitions, team Robowiz also
did community outreach via the

START (Spreading Technology And Ro-
botics Together) program. It partnered
with the Autism Society of Northern Vir-
ginia (ASNV) to encourage children with
autism to develop an interest in robot-
ics.

The nonprofit, grassroots organization
is based in Merrifield and serves North-
ern Virginia. According to ASNV Execu-

tive Director Sarah Peterson, it “builds com-
munity for individuals and families affected
by autism through education, advocacy and
support.”

Jugnu Agrawal is a special-education pro-
fessor at GMU and was formerly on ASNV’s
board of directors. Her daughter Radhika
is on the team and asked Peterson about
doing a service project with ASNV.

So the Robowiz members put on a robot-
ics-education program for eight autistic
children in grades four through eight. They
held a series of sessions for four weeks in
November and December 2014 to teach the
children the basics of robotics design and

programming.
“We had a really positive response from

all the participants,” said Peterson. “After-
ward, one boy — who hardly ever initiates
conversations — was asking questions and
proudly discussing what he’d learned. And
one girl’s mom told me that her daughter
— whose classmates had told her that girls
don’t like math and science — was happy
to attend the sessions. She said they vali-
dated her daughter’s own interest in those
subjects and gave her girl role models.”

Peterson, too, was pleased. “I was amazed
by the generosity displayed by these robot-
ics students and their sensitivity to the needs

of the participants,” she said. “They dem-
onstrated a tremendous amount of ma-
turity, and it made me feel hopeful for
the future.”

The effort was meaningful to the team,
as well. “I enjoyed the community out-
reach we did because we made a real
impact,” said team member Shomik
Ghose.

Agreeing, teammate Josal Patel said,
“The community outreach was a really
great experience. I learned that it’s a lot
tougher to explain something you know
to someone else. But it felt really good and
I felt privileged to do something like this.”

Team Members Teach Children with Autism

Bonnie Hobbs/Centre View

Team Robowiz with its trophies: Back row, from left, are
Abhishek Mishra, Shomik Ghose, Adarsh Kulkarni, Jami Park
and Josal Patel; and, front row, from left, are Saarthak Sethi,
Cedric Bernard, Radhika Agrawal and Anushka Jain. (Not
pictured; Robinson sophomore Sid Bhatnagar of Fairfax).
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By Kenneth Moore

Centre View

O
ne teenager who attempted
suicide revealed that if any-
one had asked him before
hand whether he was think-

ing of hurting himself, he would have said
yes.

That message rang loud and clear to
Teresa Gallahan, school nurse at a Catholic
school in Chantilly. The teen was part of a
training video for a course on Youth Men-
tal Health First Aid, offered by the Fairfax-
Falls Church Community Services Board.

Gallahan, from Herndon, was impressed
that the instructor urged her to enter the
phone number for the CSB Crisis Hotline
into her cell phone on the spot.

“I’m trained to look for resources,” said
Gallahan, a Herndon resident, who has
worked at St. Veronica School for approxi-
mately 7 years. Gallahan and her principal
have now organized all teachers and staff
to take the CSB training.

“Most parents appreciate that we keep an
eye on their children,” Gallahan said.

Since 2012, 1,750 have taken the CSB
First Aid Mental Health Training. More than
10,000 people have taken the CSB online
youth suicide prevention program.

Mental Health First Aid is one of the ways
the Community Services Board serves all
residents in the community.

TRACEY PHILLIPS was 24 weeks preg-
nant when her labor began.

She had three premature triplets; her sec-
ond baby didn’t survive, and her son and
daughter spent five and four months in the
neonatal intensive care unit.

“I had to recover from a C-section, we had
to plan for my son’s funeral, and we had
two very sick children in the NICU,” she
said. “The human spirit finds a way.”

Phillips’ family was immediately helped
by the CSB’s Infant and Toddler Connec-
tion, which provides evaluations and early
intervention services for infants and tod-
dlers who might have developmental or in-
tellectual disabilities or developmental de-

lay.
“We would be looking at a very different

picture had my family not been given early
intervention,” Phillips said. “When my
daughter started to walk I was sure she was
on the right track.”

Phillips’ children, now six, both have spe-
cial needs. Phillips now works for the In-
fant and Tod-
dler program
and is grateful
she can give
back to other
families who
are beginning
their special
needs jour-
neys.

“There’s a
whole move-
ment of people with lived experience who
have something to offer,” said CSB Execu-
tive Director Tisha Deeghan, of hiring
people like Phillips. “That voice is absolutely
magical in helping.”

“Even with all that happened to us, I have
found other families that have been through
much worse,” Phillips said. “We have been
through the worst of it, we can see a fu-
ture.”

During FY 2014, the CSB served 3,164
children through the Infant and Toddler
Connection.

THE COMMUNITY Services Board plans,
organizes and provides services for people
who have mental illness, substance use dis-
orders, and/or intellectual disability. The
CSB served 21,249 residents during last
year’s fiscal year.

Most CSB services are primarily for people
whose conditions seriously impact their
daily functioning. But anyone with a related
concern may contact the CSB for help in
finding appropriate treatment and re-
sources.

“We are here for everybody,” said
Deeghan, who moved to Fairfax for her new
job in September. “We are the agency that
deals with the most difficult and complex
situations.”

Deeghan took the helm at the Commu-
nity Services Board in September 2014,
coming from Michigan with 33 years of ex-
perience in mental health and substance use
disorder treatment and prevention. Most re-
cently, Deeghan was the senior vice presi-
dent and chief operating officer for Genesee
Health System in Michigan for 13 years.

Deeghan re-
places George
Braunstein who
retired in 2014 af-
ter serving as ex-
ecutive director
since 2008.

“I’m learning the
Fairfax way, the
Virginia way.
There is so much
wealth here, but

there are two Fairfaxes,” said Deeghan of
her new home. “There is the wealth and
the resources and the tremendous support
from the Board of Supervisors. But there’s
another Fairfax, where people are very vul-
nerable, people who cannot find jobs,
people who can’t access services.”

CSB’S NEW MERRIFIELD CENTER
opened late last month at 8221 Willow Oaks
Corporate Drive, and offers an integrated
system of care, allowing people who are re-
ceiving services for mental health issues,
substance abuse to receive other medical
care at the same time.

“It’s state of the art,” Deeghan said. “It’s
the best example that I know of of an op-
portunity to bring integrated-care services
to people.”

Primary health care, pharmacy, dental
clinic are available at the same location, as
well as emergency services, entry and re-
ferral services, and more.

As one example, having a pharmacy
onsite so patients are certain to receive their

medications as soon as they are pre-
scribed is a major advantage.

“It’s exciting to me to see this sys-
tem and all the creative community-
based services in place,” said Deeghan.
“We’re seeing much less need for high-
end or restrictive services, such as hos-
pitalization or residential placement,
because we are getting so good at pro-
viding community-based services.”

Providing inte-
grated services is
a national move-
ment, Deeghan
said. She cited a
study a few years
ago that showed
that people with
serious mental
health issues of-
ten die 25 years
or more earlier than others from treat-
able illnesses, because they didn’t have
access to health care.

Of the people served at the CSB last
year, only 40 percent said they had a
primary health care provider.

One in every five people live with a
mental health problem, according to
CSB documents. Two-thirds go with-
out treatment. “Mental illness and
substance abuse disorders impact ev-
ery single layer of economics,” said
Belinda Buescher, of the CSB.

What Is the CSB?
The Fairfax-Falls Church Community Services

Board is the public agency that provides services
for people who have mental illness, substance use
disorders, and/or intellectual disability. The CSB
also provides crisis intervention and suicide pre-
vention services.

The Community Services Board serves three
major populations: people with mental illness,
people with substance abuse disorder, and people
with intellectual disability and/or developmental
disability. http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/csb/

Who To Call for Help
In emergency situations (24/7)
❖ CSB Emergency Services, 703-573-5679, TTY 711
❖ Fairfax Detoxification Center, 703-502-7000, TTY

703-322-9080
❖ CrisisLink suicide hotline, 703-527-4077
❖ CrisisLink suicide text hotline, 703-940-0888
❖ Call 911 for a life-threatening emergency
During business hours:
❖ CSB Entry & Referral Services, 703-383-8500,

TTY 711
❖ Infant & Toddler Connection, 703-246-7121, TTY

703-324-4495
For basic needs: food, housing, medical care, etc.,

703-222-0880, TTY 711
Staff at all of the numbers listed above can take

calls in English and Spanish and can access
other languages when needed.

Community Services Board provides emergency services,
prevention and treatment.

Combining Health and Mental Health

Fairfax County Community Services’ Board opened its new facility in
Merrifield.

Tisha Deeghan, a Fairfax resident,
became executive director of the
Fairfax County Community Services
Board in September 2014.

“We are here for everybody.
We are the agency that deals
with the most difficult and
complex situations.”

— CSB Executive Director Tisha Deeghan

Sign Up for Mental
Health First Aid

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/csb/events/mental-
health-first-aid.htm

“The human
spirit finds a
way.”

— Tracey Phillips
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L
ondon Towne Elementary students from
Centreville traveled on Feb. 8 with their fami-
lies to see their work exhibited at the Rich-

mond Capitol Art Show. This was an exclusive show
organized and presented by Del. David Bulova. Only
a select few artworks were chosen out of the entire

4th grade at London Towne. Seventeen families en-
compassing 90 people attended the event. Bulova
celebrated with the artists during an opening recep-
tion with cookies, hors d’ oeuvre’s and punch. Bulova
then gave the artists an insider tour of both the Gen-
eral Assembly and the State Capitol Building.

London Towne Students Visit Richmond

Anthony, a London Towne Elementary student, with
student artwork.

Del. David Bulova (D-37) speaks with Marjori, a London
Towne Elementary student.

Seventeen London Towne Elementary families attended the art show in Richmond.
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Email announcements to centreview@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

MULCH SALES
Centreville High School. Through

March 8 at Centreville High School,
6001 Union Mill Road, Clifton. CVHS
Class of 2015 is offering Premium
Double Shredded Hardwood Mulch.
Order online at www.cvhsmulch.org
or download, print, and mail the
order form from the website. Delivery
available to ZIP codes 20120, 20121
and 20124. Free delivery for orders
of 10+ bags.

Westfield High School. Mulch
delivery is scheduled for April 10-11.
Order early to guarantee driveway
delivery. Delivery limited to the WHS
boundary area only. Minimum order
for delivery is 15 bags.Visit http://
ptsa.westfieldhs.org/parents/mulch-
order-form.html to order online.
Mulch spreading service available for
$2 per bag, limited availability.
Volunteers needed. Email
bulldogmulch@westfieldhs.org.

THURSDAY/FEB. 19
Republican Club Meeting. 7 p.m. at

Sully Government Center, 4900
Stonecroft Blvd., Chantilly. Liberty
Republican Women’s Club meeting
with Supervisor Pat Herrity and
Supervisor Michael R. Frey as guests.
This will be a panel discussion with
Q&A regarding happenings in Sully
District and Fairfax County. Bring
questions. Social hour at 6 p.m. Call
703-378-4190 for more.

Bulletin Board
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By Logan Alexander

Editorial Team, Mountain View

Student Newspaper

W
hile the Mountain View High
School Foundation refocuses
on micro-scholarships in STEM
and vocational training, Moun-

tain View students focus on raising money for
The Foundation and their own future.

On Feb. 28 from 11 a.m.-3 p.m., the Centre
Ridge Chipotle, located at 6317 Multiplex Dr.
in Centreville, will donate half the proceeds
from lunch to the Mountain View High School
Foundation.

Students are busy on their mobile phones
and social media rustling up hungry custom-
ers. To help The Foundation and improve stu-
dents’ chances of getting money for college,
bring this flyer (visit http://tinyurl.com/
psnchkp) to the event or simply say “Moun-
tain View” when you purchase lunch.

The Mountain View High School Foundation
is a nonprofit organization based in Centreville,
with a mission to provide college scholarships
to graduating Mountain View students. Over

the years The Foundation has provided more
than a half century of college to deserving high
school graduates by funding the first semester
or two as students transition to college life.

Foundation Manager Sharon DeBragga said,
“Our new focus is expanding to provide mi-
cro-scholarships with complete support for the
student over the lifecycle of the scholarship.”

These micro-scholarships, between $500 and
$2,500, are enough to become a computer ser-
vice technician ($1,548), web developer
($1,903), welder ($2,685), network technician
($1,956), certified nursing assistant ($1,400),
pharmacy technician ($1,655), EMT ($1,941)
and many other careers; 100 percent of the
donations to the Mountain View High School
Foundation flow through to student scholar-
ships.

“The scholarship awardees have been vetted
by the school’s faculty. The Foundation care-
fully approves every program in which we place
scholarship money. We provide mentoring,
personal finance and tutoring. We’ll even work

through life issues. If a student needs trans-
portation, we’ll show them where and how to
get a cheap car. We also assure quality job
placement opportunities when they are done,”
DeBragga said.

Mountain View Alternative High, in
Centreville, is part of Fairfax County Public
Schools and serves students with nontradi-
tional needs. The school’s students are both
minors and adults, students who are pregnant
or parenting, students returning to school af-
ter major life events forced them to drop out
and students accelerating their high school
education. The school is not intended for stu-
dents with severe disciplinary problems.

DeBragga said, “We are trying to serve as
many needy and deserving Mountain View
graduates as possible. Providing micro-schol-
arships turns High School graduates into tax-
paying citizens with good jobs to support their
families. We are thankful for these high school
students working to raise scholarship money,
and thankful for Centre Ridge Chipotle.”

For more information contact email Sharon
.Debragga@fcps.edu or call 703-227-2388.

Foundation Building Micro-Scholarships
Commentary

By Jim LeMunyon

State Delegate (R-67)

T
he General Assembly passed the mid-
point of the 2015 session this week.
The House of Delegates is now con-

sidering Senate bills, and vice versa. Ten bills I
introduced passed the House of Delegates, all
unanimously, and two other bills I introduced
were incorporated into other bills that passed.
Information about these bills may be found at
h t t p : / / l i s . v i r g i n i a . g o v / c g i - b i n /
legp604.exe?151+mbr+H223C. They are re-
lated to transportation, education, eliminating
government waste, mental health, ethics, and
other issues.

On Monday, Feb. 9, it was my privilege to
introduce to the House of Delegates Miss Vir-
ginia Teen 2015, Ann Kutyna, and her parents
who came to visit the Capitol. They reside in
Oak Hill and Ann attends Oakton High School.
She will be competing in the Miss Teen USA
pageant this summer.

The House and Senate also acted this week
on amendments to the 2014-2016 state bud-
get. The two-year budget was approved last
year through June 2016, but several “mid-
course” amendments were recommended by
the Governor, some of which were approved
by the General Assembly, along with other
amendments proposed by members of the
House and Senate.

The differences between the
House and Senate amend-
ments are relatively minor, and
I expect a compromise will be
worked out during the next
few days. The state budget will
remain balanced. Details about
the budget amendments may
be found at http://
leg1.state .va.us/cgi -bin/
legp504.exe?ses=151&typ=bil&val=Hb1400.

Included in the House-
passed amendments is a pay
increase for public school
teachers if matched by local
school boards. Also, an amend-
ment I offered, which passed
unanimously, would withhold
the state subsidy to the Wash-
ington Metropolitan Area Tran-
sit Authority (Metro) starting
in July 2015, unless the Au-
thority completes its long over-
due annual financial audit.

The Authority’s fiscal year
ended in June 2014, and the
audit was expected in October
2014. Taxpayers and bus and
train fare payers deserve to
know that Metro’s financial
house is in order, or what prob-
lems exist if it isn’t. The annual
financial audit is key to the transparency and
accountability of Metro’s operations. The an-
nual Virginia subsidy to Metro is approximately
$200 million. I’m told that the completed au-
dit is expected in April. If so, funding will con-
tinue.

Remember, you can review my voting record

Crossover: Final Hurdle for Bills

Photo Contributed

Del. Jim LeMunyon welcomes Miss Virginia Teen
2015 Ann Kutyna and her parents who came to
visit the Capitol.

Commentary

on all bills in committee and on the House floor
at http://services.dlas.virginia.gov/webservices/
frmLISVotIng1.aspx. Be sure to select my name
from the delegate drop down box. Please feel
free to contact me anytime at
deljlemunyon@gmail.com or 703-264-1432.
The phone will forward to our Richmond office.

Write The Centre View welcomes views on
any public issue. The deadline for all material

is noon Friday. Send to:
Letters to the Editor

Centre View
1606 King St., Alexandria VA 22314

Call: 703-917-6444.
By e-mail:

centreview@connectionnewspapers.com
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www.foha.org

Adopt Volunteer Donate
The Treasure Hound

14508-D Lee Road,
Chantilly, VA

(Corner of Rt. 50 and Lee Rd.
One light West of Rt. 28)

703-263-9073

A No-Kill Shelter for Cats & Dogs

Variety
of Beautiful
Treasures

Great
Prices

Your Local
Upscale Resale Store
All Proceeds Benefit

Friends of
Homeless Animals

2ND ANNUAL

Friday, March 6, 2015
The Ritz-Carlton, Tysons Corner

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater
Washington/Fairfax Region help
hundreds of at-risk youth every day
right here in Fairfax County.

We invite your organization to consider sponsorship
opportunities for our 2nd Annual Boys and Girls Clubs
of Greater Washington, Fairfax Region Casino Night.

Casino Night is a fun-filled evening featuring:
• Full complement of staffed gaming tables including Texas Hold ’em,
   Black Jack and Craps, Roulette
• Fabulous dinner buffet * open bar * amazing raffles, live and silent auction
• Celebrity Emcee with music and dancing.

The Ritz-Carlton, Tysons Corner
1700 Tysons Boulevard, McLean, Virginia 22102 • On the Silver Line

Friday, March 6, 2015
6:30-11:30pm

Tickets: $95.00 per person,
$175.00 per couple

Special Overnight Guest Room Rate
at the Ritz-Carlton for

Friday March 6, 2015 -- $119.00

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Washington/Fairfax Region help boys
and girls of all backgrounds build confidence, develop character, and acquire
skills fundamental to becoming productive, civic-minded, responsible adults.

BGCGW provides a safe and positive environment for our youth.

Tickets: www.bgcgw.org/fairfax/casino-night/

Boys & Girls Club Fairfax Casino Night

OF GREATER WASHINGTON
FAIRFAX COUNTY REGION

Schools

Centreville Elementary School’s 9th annual Father-
Daughter Sweetheart Dance was held Friday, Feb.
6. The girls danced the night away at a masquer-
ade ball with their fathers, step-fathers, grandfa-
thers, uncles and an older brother. CES School Coun-
selor Lee Kaiser was the event DJ and kept the girls

and their dates dancing well into the night. The girls
also took home a souvenir photo courtesy of
YanzEvents Photo Booths.

The following businesses contributed to the event:
Dickies BBQ, Glory Days, Valvoline Instant Oil
Change, Little Italy Deli and Bull Run Golf Club.

CES Hosts Annual Father-Daughter Dance

Photo Contributed

Sixth grade girls enjoy their last Centreville Elementary School Father-Daughter Dance.
From left are: Kinsey, Mady , Ireland, Lauren, Carson, and Allison.

Assistant
Editor

Full-time assistant editor to
help with all aspects of pro-
ducing award-winning
weekly newspapers, includ-
ing daily web and social
media updates.

Must be a prolific, efficient,
accurate writer/rewriter with
good basic knowledge of AP
style and clean copy. Self-
starter with excellent time
management skills who can
to work independently and
collaboratively with strong
organizational skills, high pro-
ductivity, attention to detail.
Exciting opportunity to learn
from excellent editors.
Essential Responsibilities:

Generating local content
daily for print and online,
including calendar & enter-
tainment listings, news briefs,
crime reports, business
briefs, school and education
notes, faith notes, photo gal-
leries, etc.

Monitor never-ending
email, prioritize, download,
edit, compile, post.

Community engagement,
communication with readers
and sources. Continuously
seeking new sources of local
information.

Copy editing, fact check-
ing, familiarity with AP Style.

Design and paginate
weekly entertainment, calen-
dar and notes pages for mul-
tiple papers.

Update websites daily, post
to social media.

Stay on top of local break-
ing news, work with editor
and reporters to update.

Help transition to digital
first workflow.

Salary approximately $30K,
health insurance, paid vaca-
tion. Office is 2 blocks from
King Street Metro station.
Free parking.

Send letter, resume, three
clips or examples of work to
resumes@connection
newspapers.com
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

Centre View

A
 reporter interested in Tyler Love’s
performance during the 195-
pound championship match at
the 6A North region wrestling

tournament decided to first interview a win-
ner from a previous match before turning
his attention to Love.

Too late.
Love, the defending 195-pound state

champion, pinned Yorktown’s Jason Kappel
in 31 seconds to win a second straight re-
gion title in his home gym on Feb. 14 at
Centreville High School.

“He stopped the first move I tried to do,”
Love said.

“We got back on our feet, he took a shot
and it was almost just instinct. I just kind
of tossed him right to his back and then
squeezed real tight and hoped for the best.”

The win was part of a dominant perfor-
mance for Love, who earned Most Outstand-
ing Wrestler for the tournament and was
recognized for pinning three opponents in
a combined 2 minutes, 6 seconds.

“It’s an awesome win because it’s at
Centreville — the home turf,” Love said,
“but … it’s just a stepping stone to the state
tournament.”

Centreville’s Victor
Echeverria and Michael Vu
also reached their respec-
tive championship
matches.

Echeverria won the 113-
pound title, beating
Battlefield’s Matthew
Asper, 7-2. Vu lost to
Westfield’s Justin Yorkdale
via pin in the 132-pound
final. Yorkdale was one of
three Westfield grapplers to win a region
championship. His brother, Ryan Yorkdale,
pinned Lake Braddock’s Tyler Matheny in
the 138-pound final, and senior heavy-
weight Austin Knies won a 10-4 decision
against Madison’s Drew Smith.

Knies placed fourth at regionals as a
sophomore, but wasn’t able to compete as
a junior due to injury.

“That’s why this means a lot to me,” Knies
said, “because I didn’t get a chance to com-
pete at region my junior year when I felt I
had a chance at winning.”

Chantilly’s Brian Kim finished runner-up
at 220, losing to Annandale’s Tony Gibbs,
4-3, in overtime in the final.

Other individual winners included
Patriot’s Killian Cardinale (106),
Battlefield’s River Curtis (120), Lake

Braddock’s Ryan Haskett (126), Robinson’s
Austin Riggs (145) and Cole DePasquale

Centreville’s Tyler Love pins Yorktown’s Jason
Kappel to win the 195-pound championship
during the 6A North region wrestling tourna-
ment on Feb. 14 at Centreville High School.

Centreville’s Victor Echeverria, top, won the
113-pound title at the 6A North region wres-
tling tournament on Feb. 14 at Centreville High
School.

Westfield’s Ryan Yorkdale, top, beat Lake
Braddock’s Tyler Matheny to win the 138-pound
regional championship on Feb. 14.

Westfield’s Justin Yorkdale won the 132-pound
region championship.

Westfield heavyweight Austin Knies, left,
wrestles against Madison’s Drew Smith in the
285-pound final at the 6A North region tourna-
ment on Feb. 14 at Centreville High School.

Chantilly’s Brian Kim finished runner-up in the
220-pound bracket at the 6A North region
wrestling tournament on Feb. 14.

Centreville’s Love Repeats as 195-Pound Region Champion
Westfield produces three individual wrestling champions.

(182), McLean’s Conor
Grammes (152) and Mack
McCune (170), and West
Potomac’s Joshua Carter
(160).

Battlefield won the team
title with a score of 188.5,
followed by Osbourn Park
(142.5), Robinson (141),
Westfield (134.5), McLean
(131.5), Chantilly (122),
Annandale (120) and

Centreville (116.5). The state meet is sched-
uled for Feb. 20-21 at Robinson.

“He stopped the first move I tried to do. We
got back on our feet, he took a shot and it
was almost just instinct. I just kind of tossed
him right to his back and then squeezed real
tight and hoped for the best.”

— Centreville senior Tyler Love
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Volunteer Opportunities

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
❖ The Sully Senior Center in Centreville

needs a certified personal trainer,
preferably with experience working with
older adults.

❖ Meals on Wheels needs drivers in
Chantilly and McLean. Substitute drivers
needed throughout the county.

❖ Korean Meals on Wheels needs
Korean-speaking volunteers to
deliver meals in Centreville, Annandale
and Falls Church. For these and other
volunteer opportunities, call 703-324-5406,
TTY 711 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
olderadults and click on Volunteer

Solutions.
The Northern Virginia Long-Term Care

Ombudsman Program needs volunteer
advocates for residents in assisted living and
nursing facilities. Training is provided in
March. Call 703-324-5861, TTY 711 or email
Lisa.Callahan@fairfaxcounty.gov. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ltc for me.

Meals on Wheels needs drivers in Chantilly,
Clifton, McLean and Falls Church on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Substitute
drivers needed throughout the county. For
these and other volunteer opportunities, call
703-324-5406, TTY 711 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/olderadults and click
on Volunteer Solutions.

Centre View Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-752-4031 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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WEEKDAYS • SATURDAYS • EVENINGS 24 HOUR EMERGENCY CARE
MET LIFE, DELTA, BCBS/CAREFIRST, & UNITED CONCORDIA PROVIDER

$29.99

Playground Chips
& Organic Compost

cu. yd.

FREE Fill

Bulk
Mulch
$19.99 cu. yd.

Bagged,
Shredded
Hardwood

Mulch
$3.49
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery
60606060606060

Free EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesTree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Selected indoor
plants 1/2 price

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off (3 cu. ft bags)

Lowest Prices Since 2008!Lowest Prices Since 2008!Lowest Prices Since 2008!

Cactus, Succulents
25% off

Cactus, Succulents
25% off

Cactus, Succulents
25% off

Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Advertising Deadlines are the previous Thursday unless noted.

MARCH
3/4/2015.............................................................Wellbeing
3/11/2015.................HomeLifeStyle Real Estate Pullout
3/18/2015.......................................A+ Camps & Schools
3/25/2015.......Spring Fun, Food, Arts & Entertainment
FCPS Spring Break 3/30-4/3

APRIL
4/1/2015.....................Wellbeing – Senior Living Pullout
Easter Sunday is April 5
4/8/2015.....................................................HomeLifeStyle
4/15/2015.......................................A+ Camps & Schools
4/22/2015...................Real Estate Pullout – New Homes
4/29/2015A+ Camps & Schools Pullout
4/29/2015...Mother’s Day Celebrations, Dining & Gifts I
E-mail sales@connectionnewspapers.com for more information.

Reaching Suburban Washington’s Leading Households
• Alexandria Gazette Packet
• Arlington Connection
• Burke Connection
• Centre View
• Chantilly Connection

• Fairfax Connection
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton Connection
• Great Falls Connection
• McLean Connection
• Mount Vernon Gazette

• Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
• Potomac Almanac
• Reston Connection
• Springfield Connection
• Vienna/Oakton Connection

Newspapers & Online
703-778-9431

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Award-
Winning
Award-

Winning

SPECIAL CONNECTIONS CALENDAR

By Marilyn Campbell

Centre View

F
ourth grade student Eli West crafted a poem
this month that was modeled after Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s famous, “I Have a Dream”
speech. As part of February’s month-long

celebration of the history and culture of African-
Americans, fourth grade students at Norwood School
in Bethesda, Md., wrote and delivered poems remi-
niscent of the speech that the fa-
mous civil right leader delivered
in 1963. The students also deliv-
ered their verses before
Norwood’s lower school commu-
nity.

“I learned more about Martin
Luther King, Jr. I learned that he
was a very spiritual man,” said
West.

“Black History Month is a time
to honor the accomplishments of
the African-American men and
women who have made contri-
butions to the world in spite of
the injustice they faced,” said
Sandi Hannibal, Director of
Multicultural and Ethical Educa-
tion at Norwood School in
Bethesda, Maryland. “One might
ask why it is necessary to high-
light these accomplishments in 2015. After all, we
have lived through the Civil Rights Era and the Civil
Rights Act was passed in 1964. We have a black presi-
dent. We have made so much progress. All of this is
true, but in some schools the contributions and ac-
complishments of African-Americans are not woven
into the overall curriculum, so it is important that
Black History Month provides an opportunity to learn
about prominent African-Americans in a very inten-

tional manner.”
Some educators are encouraging students to take

time to ponder the history of African-Americans. “It’s
more than just the Jim Crow Laws. There’re a whole
host of things that African-Americans have done,”
said Lisa Styles, school counselor at Arlington Public
School’s Career Center in Arlington.

St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School, in Alexandria,
will host a Middle School Student Diversity Confer-
ence on Friday, Feb. 20.

“Students at the middle school
age are trying to learn who they
are. We want to expose kids to
the ideas of identity, inclusive
behavior, and respect, and to let
them know that what they feel
matters,” said KiKi Davis, St.
Stephen’s & St. Agnes School di-
rector of multicultural education,
diversity, and equity initiatives.
“We want to give them tools to
become leaders in their own
schools, and it starts with being
able to talk about diversity and
social justice issues at their de-
velopmental level. What it looks
like to them, in their lives, at this
age.”

St. Andrew’s Episcopal School
in Potomac, Md., hosted a re-
gional diversity conference ear-

lier this month called “Diversity in the DMV” Con-
ference. More than 200 representatives from inde-
pendent schools in the District of Columbia, Mary-
land and Virginia explored some of the tools needed
for cross-cultural understanding.

Among the observances in Fairfax County Virginia,
George Mason University Potomac Arts Academy and
George Mason University School of Music will present
a Black History Month celebration concert on Satur-
day, Feb. 21, called, “The Dream Lives On.”

The Mason Wind Symphony and Vocal Studies Stu-
dents, Mason Spiritual Ensemble will join local
church choirs and elementary school choirs in a per-
formance of gospel, spirituals, jazz and original com-
positions. The concert is designed to honor the legacy
of Martin Luther King, Jr. and other African-Ameri-
can leaders.

Local students learn about the history and
accomplishments of African-Americans.

Black History Month Celebrations

Black History Month
Celebration Concert

Saturday, Feb. 21, 11a.m. at the GMU Center for the Arts,
Fairfax. $5 for children, students and seniors; $10 for adults.
For tickets, call 888-945-2468 or visit http://cfa.gmu.edu/
calendar/1830/. For program questions, call 703-993-9889

“Black History Month
is a time to honor the
accomplishments of
the African-American
men and women who
have made
contributions to the
world in spite of the
injustice they faced.”

— Sandi Hannibal, Director of
Multicultural and Ethical



10  ❖  Centre View  ❖  February 18-24, 2015 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Zone 4 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 4:

• Centreville

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

25 years of experience
Free estimates

703-868-5358

Leaf Removal
Gutter Cleaning

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Fall Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

HAULING

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

                    Mulching.

LANDSCAPING

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-3205 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

 Mulching & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Zone 4 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 4:

• Centreville
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

PRIVATE SWORD

COLLECTION FOR SALE
Antique swords from the United 

States and United Kingdom. 
Call 703-371-1765

26 Antiques 26 Antiques21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Pojangmacha, Inc trading as 
Sikgaek Pocha, 13860 Brad-
dock Rd, Ste A, Centreville, 
VA 20121. The above estab-
lishment is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL for a Wine and 
Beer/Mixed Beverage Restau-
rant on Premises license to 
sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Yun Sik Kung, 
President

NOTE: Objections to the 
issuance of this license must 
be submitted to ABC no later 

than 30 days from the publish-
ing date of the first of two 
required newspaper legal 

notices. 
Objections should be 

registered at 
www.abc.virginia.gov or 

800-552-3200.

26 Antiques
We pay top $ for STERLING, 

MEN'S WATCHES, 
JEWELRY, COSTUME 

JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 
PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg
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EmploymentEmployment

Administrative Assistant 
position immediately available for SAG 

Corporation, conveniently located in 
Annandale, Va.  The position offers a 

competitive salary, ample free parking and 
flexible hours (20 to 25 hours a week). 

The position involves clerical work, book-
keeping, and office management, as well 
as greeting customers and answering the 

phones.  U.S. citizenship is required. Good 
communication, organizational and office 

skills are essential. Familiarity with 
QuickBooks, website maintenance, 

government contracts, accounting and 
human resources is preferred, but not 

required.

Please send resume and cover letter to 
kbova@sagcorp.com

Or to: Ms. Kathleen Bova, SAG 
Corporation, 4115 Annandale Rd, Suite 

200, Annandale, VA 22003

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Editorial Assistant/Assistant Editor
Full-time assistant editor to help with all
aspects of producing award-winning weekly
newspapers, including daily web and social
media updates.
Must be a prolific, efficient, accurate
writer/rewriter with good basic knowledge
of AP style and clean copy. Self-starter with
excellent time management skills who can to
work independently and collaboratively with
strong organizational skills, high productivity,
attention to detail.  Exciting opportunity to
learn from excellent editors.
Essential Responsibilities:
Generating local content daily for print and
online, including calendar & entertainment
listings, news briefs, crime reports, business
briefs, school and education notes, faith notes,
photo galleries, etc.
Monitor never-ending email, prioritize,
download, edit, compile, post.
Community engagement, communication
with readers and sources. Continuously
seeking new sources of local information.
Copy editing, fact checking, familiarity with
AP Style.
Design and paginate weekly entertainment,
calendar and notes pages for multiple papers.
Update websites daily, post to social media.
Stay on top of local breaking news, work with
editor and reporters to update.
Help transition to digital first workflow.
Salary approximately $30K, health insurance,
paid vacation. Office is 2 blocks from King
Street Metro station. Free parking.
Send letter, resume, three clips or examples of
work to resumes@connectionnewspapers.com

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

I’m not a night owl. More of an early
bird, worms notwithstanding. But given
the contents of last week’s column,
“Scantsy,” I find it difficult to write about
anything else while waiting for the results
of my CT Scan. I mean, nothing matters
more than these results in determining
my next course of treatment/quality of
life/life expectancy, so to pretend other-
wise is a bit naive; and expecting a sound
sleep is equally challenging, so here I am,
2:04 A.M., early Sunday morning,
February 15th.

I can take it, really. I can function. You
couldn’t tell by looking at me or talking to
me to know that I think my life may hang
in the balance. After nearly six years of
scanning and waiting, I’ve found my
level. I’m not morose or depressed or pre-
occupied, but I am something. Stuck in a
kind of neutral, sort of. And though I am
still positive about this negative, to say I
can joke about it/be dismissive about it,
or be unaffected by the potentially hugely
complicated result as yet unknown,
would be a bit presumptuous on my part
and define “naive” in an entirely new
way.

Certainly I understand that cancer is a
disease and not necessarily impacted by
my hopes and prayers; still, I’ve never
wanted to be disrespectful of it. I’ve never
spoken or written arrogantly about any
success I’ve had combating this terrible
disease any more than I would kick a man
when he’s down. If, for the time being,
cancer is not having its way with me, and
I am able to semi go about my regular
business – until the next CT Scan three
months hence that is, then I am one lucky
son-of-a-gun and humbled by my amaz-
ing good fortune. And until I know the
results – definitely by my next appoint-
ment on Friday, February 20th, I am
sleeping at night only intermittently and
living my days fatigued by the lack of
sleep accumulating from the previous
nights before. I’m not complaining. I’m
just saying why it’s 2:34 A.M. and I’m sit-
ting on the edge of my bed hunched over
and scribbling into this notebook.

The related problem is the speculation;
being able to leave well enough alone, if
it is well enough. And therein lies the
dilemma. Somewhat surprisingly, my
scheduled infusion went in as scheduled
this past Friday. Typically, if there had
been a change for the worse, treatment
would have been delayed until my next
appointment, where the oncologist and
team Lourie would discuss the options.
But that didn’t happen. Does that mean
that my scan results were still encouraging
and thus there’s no reason to change, or
was it too close to the appointment to
bother stopping and restarting again, if in
fact that was our decision? Maybe?
Perhaps? What if? What do I know? More
importantly: What does my oncologist
know?

So we wait. I’m not happy about it, but
I am used to it. And even my wife, Dina,
has gotten used to the delay; my brother,
Richard, also. Still, it doesn’t make it any
easier, as odd as that may sound. Just
familiar. I wish there were a different
means to this madness, but apparently,
there isn’t. Cancer rules, and I’m here to
play fair – out of respect.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Real-Time,
Really Late

From Page 2

News

my family and, in 10th grade, I came to
the U.S. to live with my dad and to get a
good education and a good job,” she said.
“But it was hard to leave my mom because
I didn’t know when I’d see her again. She’s
always been my motivation, inspiration and
hope.”

Eshete spent a year with her father in
Maryland, then moved to Virginia to help
her aunt with her three children. She at-
tended Herndon High, but wasn’t on target
to graduate until 2016, so she switched to
Mountain View where more flexible sched-
uling would let her graduate earlier.

“This school is where you see real family,
love and respect,” she said. “I’ve had lovely
teachers and made good friends. Every stu-
dent has a second chance, and my teachers
also taught me about life. I want to major
in public health administration in college
and return to Ethiopia to bring medical help
to people in the rural areas. I’ve learned
that, no matter who you are or where you
come from, you can succeed.”

Also sharing her story was Zubeyda Tebra.
“Some of us work all night, go to school
and then go home to take care of a kid,”
she said. “It hasn’t been easy, and we’ve all
had our ups and downs.” Born in Baghdad,
Iraq in 1995, Tebra moved with her par-
ents to Stockholm, Sweden in early 2000.

“But it was hard there,” she said. “Stu-
dents there have more freedom than here,
which wasn’t good. Then, when I was 17,
my mother decided to move to the U.S. with
my sister. I thought it would be a new start
to straighten up my life. But I changed
schools three times.”

Frustrated that it was going to take her a
long time to graduate, in summer 2013,
Tebra went to Mountain View to look
around. “I talked to a man in the parking
lot for an hour,” she said. “He told me it’s
never too late and that one man had gradu-
ated from this school at age 34. I learned
later that the man I was talking to was Mr.
Jagels.”

After becoming a student at Mountain
View, she said, “I loved the hope, care and
encouragement I got here. And I could see
that the happiness in people’s eyes was real.
People even congratulated me on passing
my SOLs. It made me so happy knowing
my success mattered to them, and I’m grate-
ful for getting to meet and know everyone
here.”

However, Tebra told her teachers and
classmates, “I couldn’t have done it with-
out the help, love, knowledge and patience
you shared with me. Today, I appreciate
every, little thing God has blessed me with.
So I want to tell you to have faith and don’t
give up your dignity and honor for any rea-
son.”

Before the grads received their diplomas,
Mountain View staff honored four of them
with special awards. Math Department
Chair Anne Hoffman presented the Personal
Achievement Award to Tom Orellana. Not-
ing that it recognizes a student’s success
despite personal obstacles, she said Orellana

has a nearly full-time job, yet maintained a
3.7 GPA, “while struggling to learn a new
language and culture.” He hopes to some-
day be an electrical engineer.

Also receiving the Personal Achievement
Award was Alejandra Gonzalez. In his pre-
sentation, physics teacher Jeff Jones de-
scribed her as determined and resilient in
the face of “difficult, personal circum-
stances” this past semester.

“She embodies the values of ‘Family, Love
and Respect’ and will be serving as an
AmeriCorps volunteer,” he said. “It’s been
a privilege to have taught and learned from
her.”

The Citizenship Award went to Veronica
Perez. “She helped build a positive school
community through her own example,” said
ESOL Department Chair Michelle Ohanian.
“She helped her fellow students and, as a
single parent to a daughter, she served as a
role model to our pregnant and parenting
students.”

The Faculty Award — given to the stu-
dent who’s achieved the greatest academic
and personal success, despite significant
obstacles — went to Maggie Zhong. “She
came here in 2011 as a beginning ESOL stu-
dent and is leaving at its highest level,” said
counselor Ellen Fay. “She held a job and still
excelled in school because of her organiza-
tional and planning skills.”

Furthermore, noted Fay, Zhong got the
highest grade in every course she took. “She
gave up lunch and stayed after school, when
necessary, and reviewed materials at home,”
said Fay. “She kept striving for success and
overcame the barriers of language and cul-
ture, but never lost hope.”

“Maggie had high expectations, and her
GPA in 14 courses is 4.0,” continued Fay.
“Her overall GPA is 3.6. She received a
$5,000 scholarship and is thinking about a
possible career as an elementary-school
teacher. In an essay about herself, she wrote,
‘People used to laugh at, stare at and fail to
understand me. But I turned this into posi-
tive energy to overcome it, change my life
and influence others.’”

Overcoming Adversity

Bonnie Hobbs/Centre View

Student speaker Dibora Eshete
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C E N T R E V I L L E
The Anglican Church of the Ascension

Traditional
Anglican Services

1928 Book of
Common Prayer

1940 Hymnal

13941 Braddock Road, (north off Rte. 29) Centreville, VA
703-830-3176   •   www.ascension-acc.org

Holy Communion 10 A.M. Sundays
(with Church School and Nursery)

COMMUNITIES
OF WORSHIP

To highlight your faith community,

call Karen at 703-917-6468

Email announcements to centreview@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
The Airbus IMAX Theater at

National Air and Space
Museum Udvar-Hazy Center,
14390 Air & Space Museum Parkway,
is showing movies including
“Interstellar”, “D-Day: Normandy
1944”, “Hubble,” “Fighter Pilot” and
“Hidden Universe”. Visit
airandspace.si.edu/udvarhazy or call
703-572-4118 for the movie schedule
or to schedule an IMAX On Demand
show for groups of 50 or more.

Jamie Netschert, Featured Artist
of the Month Exhibit. Through
Saturday, Feb. 28; Monday-Saturday,
10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sundays, 10 a.m.-8
p.m. at Clifton Wine Shop, 7145
Main St, Clifton. The Art Guild of
Clifton presents a local wildlife
photographer. Following a life-long
passionate journey, he cares for the
natural world through veterinary
medicine and photography. See
www.artguildofclifton.org or
www.thecliftonwineshop.com.

Sully Historic Site. 3650 Historic
Sully Way, Chantilly. Enjoy guided
tours of the 1794 home of Northern
Virginia’s first Congressman, Richard
Bland Lee. $7/adult; $6/student; $5/
senior and child. Hours are 11 a.m.-4
p.m. 703-437-1794.

Singing. 7:30 p.m. at Lord of Life
Lutheran Church, 13421 Twin Lakes
Drive, Clifton. The Fairfax Jubil-Aires
rehearse every Wednesday which
includes training by an award-

winning director. Visit
www.fairfaxjubilaires.org for more.

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
2015 Summer Programs.

Registration is now open for Fairfax
County Public Schools summer
camps. Students should register for
programs based on the grade they
are in during the current 2014-15
school year. Visit www.fcps.edu/is/
summer/index.shtml for more.

PET ADOPTIONS
Adopt a Dog. Fridays, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

and Saturdays, 1-4 p.m. at PetSmart,
12971 Fair Lakes Center, Fairfax.
Adopt a puppy or dog. Visit
www.lostdogrescue.org for more.

Adopt a Dog. Saturdays, 12-3 p.m. at
Petco, 13053 Lee Jackson Highway.
Visit hart90.org for more.

Adopt a Dog. Sundays, 1-4 p.m. at
Petco, 13053 Lee Jackson Memorial
Hwy. Adopt a puppy or dog.Visit
aforeverhome.org for more.

FRIDAY/FEB. 20
“Hoodie-Hoo Day.” Noon, at the

Main Street Pub, 7140 Main Street,
Clifton. The ever-popular Northern
Hemisphere “Hoodie-Hoo Day.” At
noon, everyone yells “Hoodie-Hoo” to
chase away winter and usher in
Spring.

SATURDAY/FEB. 21
Boxwood and Flowering Shrubs.

10 a.m. at Merrifield Garden Center,
12101 Lee Highway, Fairfax.
Discover the many new and different
varieties of boxwood and discuss
flowering shrubs to complement your
boxwood. Visit

www.merrifieldgardencenter.com or
call 703-968-9600.

Live Raptor Show, 2-3 p.m. at Clifton
Town Hall,12641 Chapel Road,
Clifton. Learn the difference between
a raptor and a passerine and get up
close and personal with some of the
fastest birds on earth. Join Kent
Knowles and his feathered friends.
Kids of all ages will enjoy this special
presentation and introduction to
birds around Clifton. The Raptor
Conservancy of Virginia is an
accredited 501(c)(3) focusing on
rehabilitation of injured birds. Visit
www.cliftonva.org.

SUNDAY/FEB. 22
Hands On Modeling Day. 1-4 p.m. at

at Fairfax Station Railroad Museum,
11200 Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax
Station. Learn how to paint and
display model trains and scenery for
your displays. Museum members,
free; adults 16 and over, $4; children
5-15, $2; under 4, free. Visit
www.fairfax-station.org or call 703-
425-9225.

Mariachi Estrellas: Musical Tour
of Mexico. 2-4 p.m at the Chantilly
Regional Library, 4000 Stringfellow
Road, Chantilly. Tour Mexico with
Mariachi music and dancers.
Children and adults clap, sing and
dance along with this educational
show highlighting Mexico’s regional
differences. Register at https://
va.evanced.info/fairfaxcounty/lib/
eventsignup.asp or call 703-502-
3883.

FRIDAY/FEB. 27-MARCH 1
2015 Capital Remodel and Garden

Show. Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-9
p.m.; Sunday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. at the
Dulles Expo Center, 4320 Chantilly

Shopping Center, Chantilly. More
than 375 companies will be on hand
to showcase the latest products and
services in remodeling, home
improvement, gardening,
landscaping and home décor. Special
guests include Jeff Devlin, host of
HGTV’s I Hate My Bath and DIY’s
Good, Better …Best; Chris Lambton,
host of DIY’s Yard Crashers and
Going Yard; and Mike McGrath,
WTOP’S garden editor. Adults, $6-
$10; children 6-12, $3; children 5
and younger, free. Visit
www.CapitalRemodelandGarden.com.

SATURDAY/FEB. 28
Pruning Made Easy. 10 a.m. at

Merrifield Garden Center, 12101 Lee
Highway, Fairfax. Understanding just
a few techniques and principles will
take pruning from a confusing chore
to an enjoyable pastime. Bundle up
and get ready to go outside (weather
permitting) for a hands-on
demonstration. Visit
www.merrifieldgardencenter.com or
call 703-968-9600.

TUESDAY/MARCH 3
National Pancake Day. Participating

local IHOPs celebrate by giving away
one free short stack of pancakes with
the hopes that patrons will make a
donation to The Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society’s National Capital
Area Chapter in lieu of payment for
pancakes. Visit www.ihop.com for
more.

SATURDAY/MARCH 7
Grass Roots Initiative. 10 a.m. at

Merrifield Garden Center, 12101 Lee
Highway, Fairfax. The U.S. National
Arboretum has studied the love affair

that Americans have with their
lawns. Learn their findings about the
role of turfgrass in the environment
and see how you can have a beautiful
lawn and protect the environment at
the same time. Visit
www.merrifieldgardencenter.com or
call 703-968-9600.

SATURDAY/MARCH 14
Gardening for Year Round

Interest. 10 a.m. at Merrifield
Garden Center, 12101 Lee Highway,
Fairfax. With planning and patience,
you can have a beautiful garden in all
four seasons. Peggy will show you
how to combine trees, shrubs,
perennials and annuals to make your
landscape special. Visit
www.merrifieldgardencenter.com or
call 703-968-9600.

Casino Night. 7 p.m., at Temple Beth
Torah, 4212-C Technology Court,
Chantilly. Enjoy a night of craps,
blackjack and roulette. Professional
instructional dealers and raffle prizes
provided. Cash bar and assorted
desserts. Live art auction. Open to
adults over 21. $36 per individual;
$54 per couple. Call Jennifer Harding
703-217-8938 or visit
www.BethTorah.net.

SUNDAY/MARCH 15
Model Trains Running. 1-4 p.m., at

Fairfax Station Railroad Museum,
11200 Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax
Station. Museum members and
children 4 and under, free; children
5-15, $2; adults 16 and over, $4.
Visit www.fairfax-station.org or call
703-425-9225.

SATURDAY/MARCH 21
Perennials in Every Garden. 10

a.m. at Merrifield Garden Center,
12101 Lee Highway, Fairfax. There is
a perennial that is just right for every
garden. Learn about new varieties
and some time-honored favorites to
consider adding this spring. Visit
www.merrifieldgardencenter.com or
call 703-968-9600.

SATURDAY/MARCH 28
Growing Herbs. 10 a.m. at Merrifield

Garden Center, 12101 Lee Highway,
Fairfax. Bring out the best in recipes
with home-grown herbs. Learn how
to plan, plant and harvest an herb
garden that will look as good as it
tastes. Visit www.merrifieldgarden
center.com or call 703-968-9600.

Festival of Colors and Kites. noon-6
p.m. at Bull Run Park, 7700 Bull Run
Drive, Centreville. Presented by
IntenseDMV, thousands of people
from all walks of life are invited to
come together for a day of peaceful
celebration with dancing, live
performances, a variety of food, kite
flying and color throwing. $5 per
person. Visit intensedmv.com.

Children’s Gardening Workshops.
2 p.m. at Merrifield Garden Center,
12101 Lee Highway, Fairfax. These
seminars are ideal for parents and
grandparents who want to introduce
children, ages 6-12, to gardening.
Children will work on a garden
project to invite nature into their
homes. An adult must be present.
Space is limited. Call 703-968-9600
or visit merrifieldgardencenter.com.

SATURDAY/APRIL 4
Amazing Container Gardens. 10

a.m. at Merrifield Garden Center,
12101 Lee Highway, Fairfax.
Discover the rewards of gardening in
containers. Learn how to combine
plants for intense, striking displays of
color and review soil mixtures,
planting and care instructions to
make sure plants stay beautiful
throughout the season. Visit
www.merrifieldgardencenter.com or
call 703-968-9600.

Entertainment


