
Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  March 12-18, 2015  ❖  1www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Address Service Requested

To: 1604 King St.,

Alexandria, VA 22314

Attention

Postmaster:

Time-sensitive

material.

PRSRT STD

U.S. Postage

PAID

Alexandria, VA

Permit #482

In
si

de

 online at www.connectionnewspapers.com

Local Media Connection LLC Gazette Packet
Gazette Packet

Alexandria
Alexandria

C
o

u
r
te

sy
 o

f 
L
o

u
is

e 
K

r
af

ft

HomeLifeStyle
HomeLifeStyle
HomeLifeStyle

Spring 2015
Spring 2015

H
om

e L
ife

S
ty

le

Gazette Packet
Serving Alexandria for over 200 years • A Connection Newspaper

Alexandria

25 Cents

March 12, 2015

The town crier Ben Fiorre Walker an-
nounces the approach of the annual
parade to the crowd gathered on King
Street on Saturday, March 7.

U.S. Rep. Don Beyer and his wife Megan
arrive in the antique car that received
best in show for the 2015 car competi-
tion.

St. Patrick’s Day Parade

2014 Washington D.C.
Rose of Tralee Allison
Wetterauw.

Christopher and Jude Vigil
walk with the group from
the NOVA Mobile Vet.

Grand Marshal Laureen
O’Neill-James waves to
the crowd.

President of the Ballyshaners Rick
Regan and treasurer Patrick Sims take
their places to greet the dignitaries as
they arrive to review the parade from
the stands.

Chairman Emeritus of the Ballyshaners
Pat Troy and Bernadette Troy arrive at
the reviewing stand for the annual
parade.
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A
s many Alexandrians
would likely attest,
2015’s February was the

coldest the city has faced since
1979. Over the winter, Alexandria
received 18 inches of snow, higher
than the 15 inch average, which
has also left Alexandria with larger
than average potholes.

According to Jeffrey DuVal, act-
ing deputy director for the Depart-
ment of Transportation and Envi-
ronmental Services, the city is
transitioning away from their
snowy weather recovery mode
into pothole repair. DuVal said the
city will have four or five internal
and externally contracted crews
repairing potholes around the city
in segmented zones.

DuVal acknowledged that 2014
was the snowiest March in the
city’s history, but said his depart-
ment had to weigh the potential
risk of another snowstorm against
the immediate danger posed to

city transportation by potholes.
The department has an

$836,000 annual budget for snow
and ice removal.

The Fiscal Year 2015 budget al-
located $5.2 million to repaving
and resurfacing Alexandria’s roads
this spring, while the proposed
2016 budget raises that funding to
$5.6 million.

DuVal asked that citizens who
encounter potholes to contact the
city through the Call Click Connect
hotline at 703-756-4357, and
DuVal said the city would hope-
fully have the potholes fixed
within 48 hours.

“We know [the potholes] are out
there, and we’re working as hard
as we can to get to them,” said
DuVal. “The best thing the public
can do is call in and report them
so we spend less time hunting for
potholes and more time fixing
them.”

— Vernon Miles

Hunting Potholes
If residents call,
city will fix them.

See Alexandria,  Page 22

How To Help
Call Click Connect hotline at 703-

756-4357 to report potholes.

By Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet

W
hen Tammy Cavozos
graduates from the
University of Virginia,

she says it will be because Ana
Bonilla-Galdamez got her there.
Cavozos is one of the students
Bonilla-Galdamez, a social worker
in Alexandria Public Schools, has
helped push through economic
and social barriers. Because of her
work with students like Cavozos,
the National Association of Social
Workers (NASW) has selected Al-

exandria Social Worker Bonilla-
Galdamez at the recipient of its
2014 National Social Worker of
the Year.

“Overwhelming, I felt so hon-
ored, but more importantly it’s an
opportunity to shine a spotlight on
school social work,” said Bonilla-
Galdamez.

It’s been a long road for Bonilla-
Galdamez, whose experience in
the United States started when her
parents told her that they were
leaving their home in El Salvador
for a Christmas vacation.

National Honor
Ana Bonilla-Galdamez named
National Social Worker of the Year.
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By Veronica Bruno
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T
he music instruction program at John Adams
Elementary just keeps growing. And it now
has a new name to go along with the ex-

panded curriculum, “ASO Sympatico.”
The education program is a year-round music cur-

riculum developed by the Alexandria Symphony Or-
chestra (ASO) for John Adams. Inspired by the El
Sistema approach to classical music, the ASO inte-
grated the programming in partnership with Alex-
andria City Public Schools. Music instruction takes
place before and after school and provides a more
enriching alternative to daycare
for students while their parents
are working several jobs.

Emily Klug, one of the en-
semble instructors, spoke about
the impact the musical educa-
tion has had on one of the chil-
dren, one in particular: “He
wasn’t very confident in speak-
ing.” After just a few months of
joining the program, his mother
approached Klug one day and
marveled at how much his con-
fidence had grown and how his
speech had improved.

First launched last fall, the
ensemble consisted of a few
groups, but has since doubled
in size and expanded to include
more after-school instruction.
Asif Majid, ASO’s education
program director, said, “Other
Sistema programs have become
flash-in-the-pan moments.” The
program at John Adams is a
growing, expanding curriculum
that has added a choir in addition to the expanded
bucket bands and strings and keyboard ensembles.

“We have lots of room to grow, and we hope to ex-
pand our current offerings and add ensembles as the
program gains momentum and public funding,” said
Majid.

Besides daily instruction, Sympatico students have
had the opportunity to perform in front of a public
audience, their peers in school concerts, and even

on a professional level with the
Alexandria Symphony Orches-
tra itself at the Rachel M.
Schlesinger Hall last year.

There will be a concert at the
Torpedo Factory Art Center on
March 12 at 6 p.m., as part of
Torpedo’s Second Thursday
Night Art Night. This concert is
open and free to the public and
several pieces developed over
the course of the workshop will
be performed. The concert will
repeat for the John Adams stu-
dent body on the Friday after-
wards.

Lindsey Serrao, director of
Sympatico’s Strings at Sunrise
ensemble, is particularly ex-
cited about the upcoming ac-
tivities: “We are so fortunate to
have this partnership at John
Adams. Sympatico has in-
creased my students’ ability to
express themselves, be creative,
and demonstrate self-confi-

dence. Through Sympatico, we are creating a music
family at John Adams.”

Sympatico students rehearse with instructors Emily Klug and Asif Majid, ASO’s edu-
cation program director.

ASO Music Program Expanding
Daily instruction programs at John Adams Elementary
gets new name along with added students and classes.

Details
To learn the latest about the program, visit http://

asosympatico.wordpress.com. To donate, contact ASO at
www.alexsym.org or call 703-548-0885. The ASO Sympatico
concert at the Torpedo Factory will take place on March 12
at 6 p.m. at 105 N. Union St., Alexandria.

Ronal Butler, ASO’s chairman of
the board, looks on as the
ensemble members perform for
their school last fall.
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Farewell to Winter?
People enjoy a snowball fight at John Carlyle Square
Park on Thursday, March 5.
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Hearing on Proposed Budget
City Council will hold a special public hearing to discuss the

proposed $647.9 million operating budget and $815 million All
Funds budget. The hearing is scheduled for 4 p.m. on Monday,
March 16, in the City Council chambers in City Hall. A public
hearing on the real property tax rate will be held on April 21 at 7
p.m. and budget adoption is scheduled for May 7.

Zombie Apocalypse Survivors
The mayor welcomed Rick Grimes and others from the AMC

show “The Walking Dead” to the city. Grimes entered the city on
March 1 and has expressed an interest in joining local law en-
forcement. In the show, based on a comic series by Robert
Kirkman, Alexandria is a safe-zone relatively protected from
apocalyptic horrors.

“We welcome them and are pleased and proud to have them in
our historic city,” said Mayor William Euille. “We wish them the
best of luck and we hope they stay safe.”

— Vernon Miles

Salute to Women Awards
Eleven women will be recognized for their accomplishments

in civic life at the Alexandria’s Commission for Women’s 35th
Annual Salute to Women Awards.

The 2015 awardees, who were selected by an independent
committee appointed by the commission, are: LaDonna Sanders
(Rising Star Award), Ginny Hill-Obranovich (Making a Differ-
ence Award), Valarie Wright (Women’s Health and Safety Advo-
cate Award), Brooksie Koopman (Susan Lowell Butler Lifetime
Achievement Award), Cynthia Anderson (Maguerite Payez Lead-
ership Award), Lorraine Friedman (Youth Community Services
Award-Adult), Zauhirah Tipu (Youth Community Services Award-
Youth), Suzanne Maxey (Marian Van Landingham Legislation and
Public Policy Award), Joan Singer (Donna Bergheim Cultural
Affairs Award), Ashley McNeff Behrens (Leadership in Business
and Career Development Award) and the late Laurie Meyer (Vola
Lawson Award).

The Salute to Women Awards ceremony will be held on Thurs-
day, March 26, at the Patent and Trade Office, 600 Dulany Street,
Alexandria. The reception begins at 6 p.m. and the awards cer-
emony is at 7:15 p.m.

Tickets are $65 per person.
Visit Salute to Women at www.alexandriava.gov/dchs/info/

default.aspx?id=82658 or contact Melissa Villacorta at 703-746-
3132 or Melissa.villacorta@alexandriava.gov for details or to
purchase tickets. Proceeds of the Banquet benefit the Alexandria
Sexual Assault Center.

News Briefs
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T
.C. Williams High School student
Peter Eckel quietly confided that
when he wrote the email to his
congressman’s office, it was

originally as a joke. It was a spur of the
moment decision when Eckel was working
on a government class assignment and
couldn’t figure out what committees U.S.
Rep. Don Beyer (D-8) was serving on. He’d
titled the email “Come talk to AP Gov class”
and, in addition to the assignment require-
ments, included a brief appeal for career
advice. He hadn’t expected a response, and
certainly didn’t expect Beyer to show up at
T.C. Williams High School on March 10 to
give his class and other students a brief ex-
planation of life in Congress and answered
their questions.

Beyer spoke to the students briefly about
running a campaign, which he encouraged
each of them to do at least once in their
lives.

“Get your slogan down to a short mes-
sage, one word if you can,” said Beyer.
“‘Proven, Principled, and Progressive’ was
our message. It’s three words, but it’s memo-
rable.”

He also mentioned that the campaign

looked at Alexandria’s voters and ranked
them on a scale of 1 – 100, with 100 being
more active and involved, particularly more
likely to vote for Beyer in the primary, and
1 being unlikely to vote at all. The cam-
paign focused on the voters closer to 100
on their scale and worked down towards 1.
Once he’d won the primary, Beyer said he
wasn’t particularly concerned about the
general election.

“As long as I didn’t do something stupid,
like do drugs or drive drunk, I should have
been OK,” said Beyer. Because of this, Beyer
said he was able to run an election without
having to resort to saying anything nega-
tive about his opponents.

Beyer asked the students what they be-
lieved the most emails he’d received from
people in his district were about. Some
speculated it might be the Keystone Pipe-
line, or Iran, but Beyer said most of the
emails he gets are from citizens asking that
the Grey Wolf be kept on the endangered
species list. It’s an issue Beyer is in support
of, and one that sparked the controversial
statement from U.S. Rep. Don Young from
Alaska that, “If I introduced [Grey Wolves]
in your district, you wouldn’t have a home-
less problem anymore.”

Beyer told the students he had three pri-
orities in office.

❖ Minimum wage increase,
❖ Climate change legislation,
❖ Women’s economic empowerment,

meaning equal pay and maternity leave.
Answering student questions concerning

Iran, Beyer said he believed that there is no
military solution to stopping Iran from gain-
ing access to nuclear weapons.

Any military action, Beyer warned, would
set the program back by two years at most
and only reinforce Iran’s perception that the
weapons are vital to their national defense.
Beyer put his faith in a framework agree-
ment with Iran, which would limit the
amount of uranium Iran has access to and
would force the country to allow Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency inspections of
its facilities.

Answering Eckel’s original question,
Beyer clarified that he serves on the Natu-
ral Resources and the Science, Space, and
Technology committees.

Andrew Orzel, Eckel’s government
teacher, said he was as surprised as Eckel
at Beyer’s response, but also expressed pride
at the detail of the questions asked by the
students. Orzel said he’s never had a Con-
gressman address one of his classes and was
happy that this was a newly elected repre-
sentative to give the class a fresh perspec-
tive of life on Capitol Hill.

After student inquiry, Beyer
visits T.C. Williams High School.Congressman in the Classroom

U.S. Rep. Don Beyer address-
ing TC Williams students.
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At the request of the Special Commissioner, & by Order of
The Circuit Court of Fairfax County, Virginia, the following
described real estate will be offered to the highest bidder
at PUBLIC AUCTION...

Auctioneers: Dan Pegelow #667
& Buddy Updike, CAI #83

Special Commissioners:
Taxing Authority Consulting Services, PC
P.O. Box 31800, Henrico, VA 23294
(804) 545-2377

Visit Our Website for Full Details!
www.AtAuction.Biz • 540-899-1776

Special Commissioner’s Public Sale of Fairfax
County & Fairfax City Tax Delinquent Real Estate…

AT AUCTION!
Tuesday, March 31, 2015 @ 11 A.M.

#651

Parcel 2 (Mohammed N. Shirazi, et al.): 10503 West Drive
#D, Fairfax; Fairfax Professional Village Condos.

Tax Map #: 57-4-20-4C

Parcel 3 (Mohammed N. Shirazi, et al.): 4242 Chain
Bridge Road #C, Fairfax; Fairfax Professional Village

Condos. Tax Map #: 57-4-20-6C

Parcel 4 (Mohammed N. Shirazi, et al.): 4242 Chain
Bridge Road #D, Fairfax; Fairfax Professional Village

Condos. Tax Map #: 57-4-20-7D

Parcel 5 (John Samuel Jackson, et al.): 6313 Old Dominion
Drive, McLean; Chesterbrook; 0.438+/- Acre.

Tax Map #: 0313-01-0070

at the Fairfax County Circuit Courthouse Entrance
4110 Chain Bridge Road, Fairfax VA 22030

Parcel 1 (Molly L. Schwartz, et al.): 5900 Grayson Street,
Springfield; 0.217+/- Acre, Improved.

Tax Map #: 0803-02240001

Parcel 1Parcel 1

Parcel 5Parcel 5

Let It Snow
Neither snow, nor rain, nor heat, nor gloom of night keeps Liz Garcia from the
completion of her appointed rounds March 5 as Alexandria was blanketed with
nearly 6 inches of snow during a late winter storm that forced the closing of city
schools and offices. “I’ll be glad when I finish up today,” Garcia said as she com-
pleted her route in Old Town. “But it could be worse. We could be in Boston.”

Photo by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

News

T
he Alexandria Chamber of Commerce
hosted members of City Council and the
Virginia General Assembly at its annual
Legislative Breakfast March 10 at the

Hotel Monaco.
City representatives participating in the event,

which was presented by Dominion Power, were
Mayor Bill Euille, Vice Mayor Allison Silberberg and
council members John Chapman, Del Pepper, Paul
Smedberg and Justin Wilson. Virginia state senators
George Barker, Adam Ebbin and Del. Charniele Her-
ring were also in attendance.

The state delegation discussed the recently con-
cluded General Assembly session, with each repre-
sentative highlighting what they consider the most
significant results from that session. High on each of
their lists was workforce development and its im-
pact on the Northern Virginia region.

City Council members cited several issues they felt
were significant in the current council session includ-
ing the Metro at Potomac Yard, parking, the water-
front and the development of Landmark Mall.

The chamber used the occasion to announce that
it will host a mayoral debate sometime in May. In-
formation will be posted on the chamber’s website
as it becomes available. www.alexchamber.com

— Jeanne Theismann

Officials discuss top
state, local issues.

Chamber Hosts Legislative Breakfast

Photo contributed

Vice mayor Allison Silberberg, standing center left, addresses attendees at the Chamber
of Commerce Legislative Breakfast March 10 at the Hotel Monaco. Next to her is cham-
ber government relations committee chairman Dak Hardwick.
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See On Her Way,  Page 21

By Ashley Claire

Simpson

Gazette Packet

A
lexandria resident and
playwright McKenya
Dilworth will be one

step closer to realizing some of
her biggest dreams on Sunday,
March 29. Her dramatic work
was selected to be performed as
part of Negro Ensemble
Company’s (NEC) dramatic live
reading fundraiser, “NEC’s Year
of the Woman: 2015 Reading
Series.” Two of Dilworth’s plays
will be presented to an interac-
tive audience at the Signature
Theatre in New York City.

The difference between the
presentation of Dilworth’s play
and the productions that most
people think of seeing in New
York City is that with Dilworth’s,
all the audience members will
be allowed to critique and of-
fer feedback.

“The reading series is an op-
portunity for the NEC to listen
to new works and works in
progress that have not yet been
produced,” Dilworth said. “So
the audience gets the opportu-
nity to give feedback to the
playwright. We edit accordingly,
and do whatever we want with
it. The audience gets to see the
life of a play before it is pro-
duced.”

New Jersey City University
theater professor Anderson
Johnson will direct the perform-
ers of Dilworth’s plays. Dilworth
herself will also be directing the
same ensemble in a pre-read-
ing performance piece.

What makes this opportunity
a true prize for her is that some
of the spectator-critics will be
professionals. Charles Weldon,
the NEC artistic director, and
Lehman College professor Su-
san Watson Turner will host a
feedback session with Dilworth.

“The best thing about it is that
we have a talk back,” Karen
Brown, executive director of the
NEC, said. “That is where we
have really noted theater pro-
fessionals who will give the
playwright’s feedback on their
work.”

Dilworth, a former teacher
with both Duke Ellington
School of the Arts and Alexan-
dria City Public Schools, said
she is excited for the opportu-
nity to launch herself as an

emerg ing
playwright
in New
York City.

“ N o w
that I am at
the end of
my resi-

dency, I am about to have my
work read in New York,”
Dilworth said. “I am really hop-
ing people will come and sup-
port me. Everyone watching
can submit feedback in open
form.”

The Negro Ensemble Com-
pany produces shows with Af-
rican American themes. Based
in New York City, it has been in
business for almost 50 years.
From Broadway to Hollywood,
the NEC’s past and present ac-
tors and directors include some
household names.

“We have been producing
theatrical productions for 48
years now, since 1967,” Brown
said. “We have alumni that in-
clude Denzel Washington,
Samuel L. Jackson and Glen
Turnman. We have everybody
except James Earl Jones and
Morgan Freeman.”

Dilworth grew up admiring
both the plays and actors that
NEC produced. When
Dilworth’s mother started a the-
ater in her hometown of Gary,
Ind., she put on a play written
by NEC founder Douglas Turner
Ward.

“It is my honor that the NEC
has selected my work,”
Dilworth said. “The first play I
wrote was fashioned after Dou-
glas Turner Ward’s work. He
has been my main motivation.
I was in the audience watching
my mom put on his play, and
that was my inspiration. I
thought, ‘I want to write sat-
ire.’”

This is the second year the
NEC has presented a dramatic
live reading submission oppor-
tunity to the general public.
This year, Dilworth and
Ntozake Shange, were selected
among hundreds of playwright
submissions. Playwrights JE
Franklin and Sabura Rashid
will also be part of the reading
series.

“We have an annual reading
series and this year we are cel-
ebrating contributions of Afri-
can female playwrights to the

New York Bound
Negro Ensemble Company
selects local playwright.

By Shirley L. Ruhe

Gazette Packet

T
he bell rings at 3:15 pm, reverberating off
the hallways. School is out at T.C. Williams
High School, and a few students start filter-

ing into the library for tutoring assistance under the
Building Better Futures (BBF) program supported
since its inception in 2003 by the Campagna Center.
This program is offered Tuesdays and Thursdays af-
ter school for an hour and a half with mostly volun-

teer tutors. The students pay a
$20 program fee, and after that
the tutoring and career counsel-
ing services are free.

In addition to organizing the
after-school tutoring, Marianne
Hetzer, director of the BBF pro-
gram is available during the
lunch break from 11:30 a.m. - 2
p.m. She does unofficial advising
and mentoring on SAT prep, col-
lege applications, resumes, essays

or “just plain encouragement.” She describes the BBF
program as offering supplemental assistance to stu-
dents that fall into one or more of three categories:
recent immigrants, low-income and/or first genera-
tion college hopefuls.

“Yassar, what can I help you with today?” Hetzer,
is pairing up students with tutors. Here
comes John. “Psychology? Well that
isn’t really a specific subject we tutor.
What are you studying? “ The answer
is, “Nature vs. nurture.” Hetzer thinks
a minute and sends John to a liberal

arts specialist. She says, “we have math tutors and
liberal arts-based specialists.

The tutors are scientists and they are very flex-
ible.” A new volunteer tutor walks up to join the stu-
dents standing around waiting for assignments. “This
is what I ask a volunteer to do,” Hetzer explains the
process.

The new volunteer, Karysa Murray, says her com-
pany has a partnership with the school and she is a
former reading teacher. “My specialty is bio.” Karysa
heads off to a table with her yellow card with En-
glish in bold letters and is soon joined by Yulia

Ekubezghi and Ferina Mohammed. Mohammed asks
for the SAT materials and Hertzer sends her “over
there, that whole wall.”

“We hope the students come twice a week. That is
ideal, but some of them are able to come only once a
week,” she said.

They must bring their work with them, their notes
and assignments. “Sometimes they ask for the same
tutor. Ideally they create a relationship,” she said.

The capacity of the program is 40 students per day.
They average about 30. Hetzer said the school is so
rich with opportunities that some students do an-
other activity or club first and then come here for
tutoring and take the late 5:30 p.m. bus home. Oth-
ers come right away and take the 4:30 p.m. bus.

She looks up with a smile. “Hi Kendallee. Your mom
tells me you might want to work on history and pre-
calc today.” A shadow creeps across the student’s face.
“O.K. Guess it’s just pre-calc today.”

Richard Morton, a tutor for 7-8 years and on the
board of the Campagna Center sits at his table wait-
ing for students who need English assistance. “It is
extremely rewarding. The students appreciate it, and
I think it makes a significant difference.” Sometimes
students come back and show him a paper that got a
really good grade.

Hetzer joins in remembering Amir last year who
was registered in the International Academy at TC.
He was determined from the beginning that he was
not going to take four years to graduate. “He attended
every tutoring session, had outside help from his

Matching Students, Tutors
Building Better
Futures at TC.

Marianne Hetzer looks around for a math
tutor to help Kendallee Walker with pre-
calc tutoring.

Marianne
Hetzer

Richard Morton assists
John Changthom with
math. Morton has been a
volunteer tutor for the BBF
program for 7-8 years and
is on the Board of the
Campagna Center which
sponsors this program.

Karysa Murray,
a first-time
tutor volunteer
helps Ferina
Mohammed
and Yulia
Ekubezghi with
English in the
Building Better
Futures pro-
gram at T.C.
Williams.

People

At Work
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Dilworth



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  March 12-18, 2015  ❖  7www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



8  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  March 12-18, 2015 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

By Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet

W
ith campaigns kicking
off in late February and
early March, the may-

oral election season has begun in
Alexandria. Currently, the three-
way race for the Democratic pri-
mary includes incumbent Mayor
William Euille facing former

Mayor Kerry Donley and current
Vice Mayor Allison Silberberg.

“There are challenges facing the
city, like the never-ending attempt
to find new revenues through our
tax base,” said Euille. “We want to
continue to move in that direction
and be innovative. The office mar-
ket and the commercial sector
have gone down and we can’t con-
tinue to wait for more commercial

office to come.” Euille cited afford-
able housing as one of his major
concerns for the city and cited 64
new affordable housing units
planned in the Potomac Yard de-
velopment as one of his most re-
cent accomplishments. While
Euille said raising taxes to pay for
more affordable housing was on
the table, he said his belief is that
this budget season will not require
a tax rate increase.

The tax base has already become
a major focus of Donley’s cam-
paign.

“We need to move away from
heavily taxed residential areas,”
said Donley. “We need to invest in
our streets and sidewalks and en-
sure we have a vibrant Alexandria
waterfront. Those are my broad
goals, but the real tough job is
coming up with an implementa-
tion plan given our revenue base.”

Donley attacked what he saw as
passive stewardship of the city.

“The mayor has to take a more
active role,” said Donley. “I’d like
to see the mayor position rein-
stalled back to the economic de-
velopment partnership. The mayor
used to sit on that partnership. I
think if we’re serious about ex-

panding our tax base, the mayor
needs to be more critically in-
volved there.

Additionally, Donley said a lack
of leadership has been evident in
the delays facing major city
projects.

“We’ve got a stagnant economy
right now,” said Donley. “We can
sit back and see what happens, or
we can roll up our sleeves and take
some broad initiatives. The biggest
thing we can do is get the Potomac
Yard Metro station under construc-
tion. That project is two and a half
years behind schedule.”

For Silberberg, the city’s growth
is pivotal, but she said the mayor
needed to be careful not to over-
run Alexandria’s existing culture.

“We need to grow our commer-
cial tax base but in a way that
keeps our quality of life in mind,”
said Silberberg. “We need a wise
course of action with concern to

our debt and I will always vote to
protect historic district.”

Silberberg said, as mayor, her
focus would be on seeking a broad
range of revenue streams for ma-
jor projects.

“We have to be extremely ag-
gressive in seeking grants from the
state and the federal government,”
said Silberberg. “We shouldn’t give
up on that. Somehow money ap-
peared for the Silver Line: we
should work towards that. The
state assigned $60 million for the
streetcar which didn’t happen.
This is important for all of our ju-
risdictions. I’m concerned that the
Blue Line on the metro has been
cut back, in part because of the
Silver Line. I’m for the Silver Line,
but we shouldn’t take a hit. Now,
it’s like a cattle car [on the Blue
Line]. It’s crushing. People are
clamoring to get on and we should
be doing better as a city.”

Democratic candidates define their issues.

First Shots Fired in Mayoral Race

Euille Donley Silberberg

www.partnersinrealestate.com
Licensed Brokers in DC, VA and MD

David W. Spires
703-765-3500

Cell: 703-850-4256

Marjorie J. Spires
703-765-3500

Cell: 703-472-7713

OPEN SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 1–4 P.M.
Dir.: G.W. Parkway South from Old Town, right on Tulane & follow Partners Signs.

7117 Marlan Drive $759,000
•Tremendous Curb Appeal – Large Level Lot •Custom
Brick Rambler with Rear Addition •Formal Living Room
with French Doors opening to Front Elevation •Three
Generous Bedrooms & Two beautifully Remodeled Baths
on Main Level •Totally Updated Kitchen features Granite
Counters and Stainless Steel Appliances •Refinished
Hardwoods •Two Masonry Fireplaces •Lower Level Family
Room, Full Bath, Laundry and Storage

1107 Gatewood Drive $895,000
•Immaculate – Total update in 2000 •New Roof, Plumbing,
Wiring •New Marvin custom Windows •New GE/
Advantium Kitchen •Full Wet Bar with Dishwasher &
Fridge •2 Masonry Fireplaces •3 Marble Baths •Extensive
Granite – Steam Shower •Whirlpool Tub for two
•Brick Driveway •Slate Patios, Stairs & Walkway
•Security & Sprinkler Systems •Retractable Awning
•Custom Doors •Cul-de-sac Location!

BETSY TWIGG
Phone: 703-967-4391
Web: betsytwigg.com

Arlington North $1,495,000
Walk to

East Falls
Church
Metro

Nearly 4
years old
with nearly
$100,000 in
recent
enhance-

ments including screened porch, stone walks
and landscaping. Energy-saving features, level
quarter acre lot, 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, 2-car
garage. Details of 6617 Little Falls Road at
betsytwigg.com
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Arlington North $1,729,900
Sparkling

New
Home

Character
combined
with quality
make this a
must-see
home.
Nestled on a
level lot, this

home offers front and rear porches, 5 bedrooms,
5.5 baths, extensive built-ins, including a window
seat, and fine details throughout. Discovery,
Williamsburg, Yorktown schools. Details of 3501
John Marshall Dr. at betsytwigg.com.
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Arlington North $1,295,000
Walk to

Westover
Village

Beautifully
expanded,
renovated
Williamsburg
Cape with 4
bedrooms
and 2 baths

upstairs, main level bedroom and bath, and gor-
geous kitchen with built-in banquette. Rare two-car
garage and level lot enhance the appeal. Tuckahoe,
Swanson, Yorktown schools. Details of 5510-19th St.
N. at betsytwigg.com
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Arlington North $1,849,000
Country

Club Area
Impressive
new con-
struction
with main
level bed-
room and
bathroom
plus four

more bedrooms and 3 baths up. Fireplaces in fam-
ily room and rec room, extensive built-ins and
architectural details throughout. Jamestown
Williamsburg Yorktown. Details of 3536 N. Utah
St. at betsytwigg.com
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Open Sun 2-4 pm
Nethergate/Virginia Village
1217 Michigan Ct.,
Alexandria, VA
Beautiful & Bright Brick Town
House in Old Town. 2
Bedrooms, 2 Full & 2 Half
Baths on 4 Levels. Just
Painted Throughout.
Updated Kitchen and Baths,
Hardwood Floors, 3 FP,
2-Car Parking.  $619,000
Greg Doherty
CBmove.com/AX8555095

Coldwell Banker is pleased
to welcome this fine real
estate professional to our

Alexandria office…

Tanya Blosser
Please feel free to reach Tanya at
her new office: 703-518-8300

Old Town 600 Lee Street South, Alexandria, VA
Sunlight and windows everywhere! Overlooking both the Lee Street
Park and Potomac River, this 4 level brick townhome is perfectly
placed, along with 4 br and 3.5 baths. Come Look!  $1,199,000
Bonnie Rivkin CBmove.com/AX8496964

Fairfax 1211 Tatum Drive, Alexandria, VA
Custom-built house on 1.6 acre hillside lot covered with trees. A
most private setting. 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, skylights, exposed
brick walls, and hot tub. Near 3,000 sq.ft. $899,000
Bob Hamilton  CBmove.com/FX8537770

Open Sun 2-4 pm 8406 Porter Lane, Alexandria, VA
Rarely available Randall model, 5 bedrooms on one level and 2
masters; 3.5 redone baths, gourmet kitchen, hardwood floors, new
windows, fire pit, & an additional lot behind pty. $739,000
Bonnie Rivkin CBmove.com/

Mason Neck 10521 Gunston Rd, Lorton, VA
Just listed Mason Neck peninsula hidden jewel surrounded by parkland.
Privately sited 2 ac custom built with wrap-around porches, soaring ceil-
ings, stone fireplaces, gourmet kitchen & Mn Flr Mstr Suite. 3 BR, 3.5
BA. $975,000  Susan Gray Chambers CBmove.com/FX8554818

Overlook 6250 Kingfisher Lane, Alexandria, VA
Gracious 4 BR/3.5 BA patio home situated on quiet cul-de-sac. End
unit w/lots of natural light, hdwd frs, updated appliances. Full
kitchen in basement, perfect au pair suite.  $842,000
Beth Mazzanti  CBmove.com/FX8505670

Del Ray  313 E. Monroe Ave., Alexandria, VA
Charming multi-family 4 unit building in the heart of Del Ray. Many
recent upgrades, walk to restaurants & shops. Ample off-street
parking in rear. Fully leased grossing $80k+. $1,175,000
Charles York  CBmove.com/AX8507567

Open Sun 2-4 pm  Fairlington Villages 4826 30th Street S,
Arlington, VA  Fairlington Villages – rarely available end-unit
Dominion town house, 3 levels, 3 bed/2 bath, hardwood, crown mold-
ing, plantation shutters, fenced private yard, totally updated!  $550,000
Lyssa Seward  CBmove.com/AR855640

Templeton 250 Reynolds St. #1411, Alexandria, VA
Reduced! Lg. 1 bed 1.5 bath condo with incredible views from 14th
Floor. 1,086 Sq. Ft. Garage parking. Secure building. Walk to com-
muter bus to Metro!  Completely renovated. $195,000
Fred Marcellus CBmove.com/AX8486778

Open Sun 2-4
Olde Belhaven Towne
6317 Barrister Place,
Alexandria, VA
Just Listed! Not on the main
road, updated townhome
that includes 3 bedrooms,
3.5 baths, gourmet kitchen,
3 levels, hardwoods and all
systems updated. $639,900
Bonnie Rivkin
CBmove.com/FX8557421
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By Adam P. Ebbin

State Senator (D-30)

V
irginians deserve to know
that their leaders are ethi-
cal and honest, both from
their actions and the rules

that govern those actions. For the
second year in a row, the General
Assembly has taken a small step in
the right direction, but our Com-
monwealth needs real and substantive change.

Elected office is a sacred trust — and when
politicians abuse that trust, they corrode the
foundation of our democracy. Unfortunately,
the past few years have been extremely corro-
sive. Former Governor Bob McDonnell faces
two years in prison for public corruption.
Former Delegate Phil Hamilton is serving a
nine-and-a-half-year sentence for bribery and
extortion. Over the last two years, federal in-
vestigations have become all too common —
and while those investigations have not always
led to charges, the events that provoked them

still leave a bad taste in voters’
mouths.

It’s little wonder, then, that faith
in state government is so low. In a
survey taken shortly after the
McDonnell conviction, Roanoke Col-
lege found that 74 percent of Virgin-
ians believed the former governor’s
illegal actions were “fairly typical

behavior for elected officials.” Another survey
found that almost two-thirds of Virginians deem
our political culture to be, at best, only “some-
what honest and ethical.”

Virginians have every reason to feel disap-
pointed. This crisis of faith was brought on by
a few bad actors, but their choices affect us
all. Most legislators have done nothing wrong,
but that does not change our responsibility to
fix things. That means we must pass meaning-
ful ethics reform.

For two years, the General Assembly has
promised to do exactly that — and for two

years, we’ve come up short. Last year’s bill
made progress by capping certain gifts, signifi-
cantly tightening disclosure requirements, and
establishing a permanent ethics advisory coun-
cil, but we should have done much more. On
the Senate floor, I offered 14 amendments to
strengthen the legislation; most of these were
rejected, and I left Richmond determined to
try again in 2015.

In some ways, 2015 has been a better year.
We did make important changes — but in sev-
eral respects, the 2015 ethics omnibus bill will
actually move us backwards. The legislation
imposes a flat $100 cap on the value of gifts
that lobbyists can give to officials. That new
limit applies not just to politicians, but to mem-
bers of their families, as well; it also ends a
blanket exemption for “intangible” gifts like
travel. But while last year’s bill capped the
aggregate value of gifts, this year’s version
merely caps the value of any single gift. In that

Small Step on Long Road to Ethics Reform
Commentary
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See Ethics,  Page 12

It’s One Alexandria
To the Editor:

Frankly I am tired of reading the letters to
the editors in the local newspapers each week
dragging myself through all the “City Council
does nothing right” screeds. The point is, City
Council has been very responsive to the citi-
zens’ needs. Council regularly faces hostile
crowds seeking specific outcomes favorable to
them, but do not recognize the overall needs
of Alexandria’s citizens and the urban center
we have become. Recently Alexandria down-
town was recognized as one of the top 10
downtowns in the country, quite an urban
statement.

Let me be specific. Recently several letters
to the editors about council’s decision regard-
ing the memory care facility on King Street

were very negative. I live just off of King Street,
just east of this facility and testified at both
the Planning Commission and City Council in
favor of the facility. Both made the right deci-
sion (except for one councilperson). Zoning
codes, like laws, are purposely written to cre-
ate a framework, but must be somewhat flex-
ible to meet unforeseen future changes in the
community. In this case the underlying zoning
was “industrial.” The 1992 Master Plan cover-
ing this area could not know exactly what the
needs of the community would be in 2015 and
beyond.

Therefore, council and planning wisely
agreed to change the zoning to accommodate
this important facility. All Alexandrians are
better for it.

The impact on the neighborhood was judged
not to be as extravagant as witnesses testified.

This also is correct. The argument I have read
lately was that it was a zoning issue not a
memory care facility issue,

that the vote “was being spun to appear as if
it were to help seniors.”

The facility is intended to and will benefit
seniors. The zoning was altered to accommo-
date the memory care facility, not the oppo-
site.

On occasion council is faced with a decision
between what is good for a neighborhood, and
what is good for the city as a whole. These
decisions are not trivial or easy. My opinion is
that council has done a good job

in making those decisions, and has extended
every effort to hear and digest all of the citi-
zens arguments related to those issues. Coun-
cil always listens to the negatives presented
often by the Not in my Back

Yard crowd, or NIMBYs. Traditionally those
in favor of an issue do not come to testify on
the other side of an argument because they
feel city staff and the proponent do this. I am
not saying that NIMBYs don’t

have valid points, they do. But those argu-
ments need to be considered as part of a dis-
cussion on the larger issues facing the entire
city. There were significant changes to the de-
sign of the facility to accommodate the neigh-
bors before the vote. City Council members
looked at all the issues and came to the best
decision. In my judgment our council does this
well.

Another issue raised in the letters was a sug-
gestion that that we need to alter the current
“at large” representation to a “ward system.”
Alexandria is 15 square miles with a popula-
tion of 150,000. There are six council mem-
bers (one being the vice-mayor) and the mayor.
As Mayor Euille says: “One Alexandria.” The
“at large” system works best for this commu-
nity to foster “One Alexandria.” If you want
“NIMBY on steroids”, install a ward system. Our
councilmembers must represent all Alexandria

Letters to the Editor

See Letters,  Page 11
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At the request of the Special Commissioner, and by order of
The Circuit Court of Arlington County, Virginia, the following
described real estate will be offered to the highest bidder at
PUBLIC AUCTION on the above date and time…

Auctioneers: Dan Pegelow #667
& Buddy Updike, CAI #83

Special Commissioners:
Taxing Authority Consulting Services, PC
P.O. Box 31800, Henrico, VA 23294
(804) 545-2377

Parcel 2
(Anna Mayewsky,

et al.):
4117 N. Richmond St.;

Arlingwood, Lot 25,
Sec. 1; 11,013+/- sq.

ft. Improved.
RPC#03004006

Parcel 1
(Belle Lewis Estate,

et al.):
S. 17th Street,

Nauck Subdivision,
Block R, Lot 33;

3,750+/- sq. ft. lot.
RPC#31001034

Visit Our Website for Full Terms of Sale & Other Info!
www.AtAuction.Biz • 540-899-1776

Special Commissioner’s Public Sale of Arlington
County Tax Delinquent Real Estate…

AT AUCTION!
Friday, March 20, 2015 @ 10 A.M.

2100 Clarendon Blvd. (Cherry Room #109), Arlington, VA 22201

#651

Parcel 1Parcel 1

Parcel 2Parcel 2

From Page 10

Letters

More Letters,  Page 20

and make decisions for the whole
of the city.

Also mentioned was that coun-
cil has “put us a half billion dol-
lars in debt and mortgaged our
future.” Of course. The city uses
the proceeds from debt to build in-
frastructure for current citizen’s
needs and for the future. Munici-
pal debt is issued to build schools,
public safety buildings, parks, in-
frastructures that last for genera-
tions. We pay some of that in cash
today, and let future citizens pay
for their share. So this “mortgage”
is an investment. Should we be
concerned about the city’s debt?
Yes. But our debt load is not out
of bounds. The credit rating agen-
cies still feel we are within our
means, and rate us AAA accord-
ingly. Also, the city has taken ad-
vantage of a very low interest rate
environment where the amortized
debt payments are significantly
lower that when debt was issued
20 years ago.

This brings up my final point.
The largest source for city rev-
enues is residential and commer-
cial property taxes. Alexandria is
out of balance. A 50/50 balance
has been a city goal since 1994.
The current split is approximately

60/40. Proponents of commercial
growth in Alexandria do not say
“yes” to anything developers pro-
pose. The development must be
needed and fit in with the “per-
sonality” of Alexandria. The point
is, Alexandria is no longer a bed-
room community.

We are faced with urbanization
pressures. To reject the idea that
we are an urban community is a
disservice to those that live here
now. We need commercial growth
to help alleviate increases in resi-
dential taxes.

Smart growth is the necessary
vision for our city’s leaders to af-
fect what Alexandria citizen’s
need. Opponents of commercial
growth love to reference history. I
guess they forgot that Alexandria
was founded as a commercial hub.

Dennis Auld
Alexandria

Business
As Usual?
To the Editor:

So you want to be elected/re-
elected to Alexandria Council and
Mayor. I would like to suggest
some of the qualifications needed
in order to be “hired for these jobs.”

1. Must have side bar conversa-
tions with one or two of your col-
leagues while citizens are speak-
ing, showing complete disrespect
to citizens who take the time to
attend meetings and have their
voices heard.

2. Must stand up for eminent
domain, no matter what the pro-
posed development project.

3. Pretend you are listening
when citizens speak with alterna-
tive suggestions for development
proposals even though you know
how you’re going to vote. Think
BSAP/BRAC/Waterfront/Metro
Stop at Potomac Yard/lights at T.C.
Williams.

4. Must state that you have con-
cerns about an issue and feel it’s
not a good project, but go ahead
and vote for it anyway, Think
Alzheimer’s Unit proposal next to
Woodbine Nursing Home. The
only person who understood the
danger of this re-zoning was Vice
Mayor Silberberg, who voted
“No.” In some respects we can
compare Vice Mayor Silberberg to
Arlington County Supervisor Libby
Garvey who was the only member
of Arlington’s County Board to
oppose the Columbia Pike Street
Car and voted against her fellow
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We are a full-service veterinary hospital focused
on high-quality medicine, surgery, and dentistry.
We are located in the heart of Shirlington Village,
across the stream from Shirlington Dog Park.
Open 7 days a week!

Dana Carr, DVM • Adrienne Hergen, DVM

703-570-6600
2770 S. Arlington Mill Drive, Arlington, VA 22206
Mon-Fri 8 am-7 pm • Sat 8 am-2 pm • Sun 10 am-2 pm

shirlingtonanimalhospital.com
Follow us on Facebook.

NOW OPEN!
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sense, we’re actually loosening the
requirements and removing a safe-
guard we passed just 12 months
ago.

Similarly, the bill reconstitutes
last year’s ethics advisory council
along new, slightly stronger lines
— but it also removes non-legis-
lative “citizen” members who
would have brought an outsider’s
critical eye to the standards set for
elected officials.

Overall, the bill is a classic ex-
ample of “two steps forward, one
step back.” It does not offer the
kind of major reform Virginians
expect.

It didn’t have to be this way. Had
the General Assembly chosen a
different path, we could easily
have enacted real change. At the
start of session, I and other Demo-
crats called for tough new reforms;
my bill SB1289, for instance,
would have given us a truly inde-
pendent ethics commission with
real investigative and enforcement
powers. Unfortunately, these good
ideas did not survive the many leg-
islative edits and rewrites this bill
experienced, resulting in a final

omnibus bill that was very differ-
ent than most of the bills that were
combined to create it in the first
place.

Still, there is one last hope this
year for real progress. Governor
McAuliffe has been a strong and
consistent advocate for real re-
form. The governor could still of-
fer judicious amendments to ad-
dress the bill’s many shortcomings.
If he does, I will be urging my col-
leagues to support those changes
when we reconvene in April.

If the job is still not completed
when we adjourn, I have every
intention of continuing this fight
next year. Virginians need to have
confidence in their leaders. Politi-
cians need to honor the wishes of
those they represent. I plan to keep
working on ethics reform until
both of those standards are met.

I am active on Twitter
@AdamEbbin and Facebook at
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
EbbinCampaign. I can also be
reached by email at
district30@senate.virginia.gov.

It is my continued honor to rep-
resent the citizens of the 30th Sen-
ate District.

Ethics Reform?
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Mary Ellen Feeney
Mary Ellen

Feeney, a fourth
g e n e r a t i o n
A l e x a n d r i a n ,
passed away
peacefully March
9, 2015, in her
home of 64 years
on Richmond
Lane. She was 89.

Born Nov. 26,
1925 to Francis H.
Fannon and Dor-
othy Knight
Fannon, Feeney was the granddaughter of
Thomas J. Fannon, a former vice mayor of
Alexandria and founder in 1885 of T.J.
Fannon & Sons at the corner of Duke and
Henry streets in Old Town.

Feeney graduated from St. Mary’s Acad-
emy in 1942 and attended St. Mary’s Catho-
lic Church in Old Town. A member of Belle
Haven Country Club, she was an avid golf
and tennis enthusiast.

Feeney was preceded in death by her be-
loved husband William R. (Bill) Feeney. She
is survived by and was a loving mother to
their five children: Dorothy Ellen Arehart,
William R. Feeney, Jr., Barbara Lynn Sprott,
James Francis Feeney and Gail Feeney-
Coyle. She also leaves behind five grand-
children and two great-grandchildren.

Feeney is the sister of Francis H. Fannon
III, Dorothy Markham and the late T.J.
Fannon. Visitation will be held Monday,
March 16, from 2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. with
7 p.m. prayers at Everly-Wheatley Funeral
Home, 1500 W. Braddock Road. A funeral
Mass will take place at 10 a.m. on Tuesday,
March 17, at St. Mary’s Catholic Church,
309 S. Royal St. A reception celebrating
Feeney’s life will be held immediately fol-
lowing at St. Mary’s Lyceum, 313 Duke St.

In lieu of flowers donations may be made
to Christ House Emergency Shelter, 131 S.
West St., Alexandria, VA 22314 or Capital
Caring, 2900 Telestar Court, Falls Church,
VA 22042.

— Jeanne Theismann

Obituaries
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Claire Louise
Gregory

Claire Gregory,
a passionate de-
fender of human
rights, longtime
Alexandria resi-
dent and ardent
Cubs fan, died
Jan. 21, 2015 at
the age of 54. She
was born in
Winfield, Ill. to the
late Cecily and
William Gregory. Claire attended Smith Col-
lege and after her junior year she earned a
summer internship in the Carter White
House. She graduated Cum Laude with a
degree in government, and went to work
for the Department of Energy, Office of
Hearings and Appeals in Washington D.C.
as a legal and financial analyst.

Claire was awarded a Juris Doctor from
the University of Virginia, School of Law
with Order of the Coif honors. Claire’s le-
gal career was singularly focused on ensur-
ing people were treated fairly and received
the full protection of the law. As a trial at-
torney for the Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral for the State of New Hampshire, she
advocated for the people of New Hampshire
in civil matters before administrative agen-
cies, state and federal courts. At the U.S.
Department of Justice as a Senior Trial At-
torney in the Civil Rights Division, Claire
brought suits to stop employment discrimi-
nation, and worked tirelessly to establish
anti-discrimination and sexual harassment
policies. She promoted consumer protec-
tion, improvement of public health and
advocated against false advertising at Phy-
sicians Committee for Responsible Medi-
cine. In her adopted home of Alexandria,
Claire gave generously of her time and skill
as a member of the Alexandria Human
Rights Commission. She connected with the
elderly as a regular volunteer with Meals
on Wheels and showed her commitment to
education as a reading tutor for elementary-

age students in the Alexandria public
schools. Claire helped the homeless through
her commitment to Carpenter Shelter and
the Lazarus Ministry.

She was a long-time, active member of
the St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and Daugh-
ters of the King, an Episcopal women’s or-
der that ministers through prayer, service
and evangelism. Claire was a generous and
devoted friend, always ready to give care
and kindness when needed. Although seri-
ous in purpose, she loved to be silly and
have fun. Services were held Saturday, Feb.
14, 2015 at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.
Claire was preceded in death by her par-
ents, her brother, Robert W. Gregory, and
dear friend Douglas L. Thurman of Alexan-
dria. She is survived by her sister, Margaret
C. Gregory and husband Harry Titus, of
Raleigh, N.C., and many friends.

Donations in Claire’s memory may be
made to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 228
South Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.

Maurice Bernard
Silverman

Born June 17,
1923, at 1424
Crotona Park East,
Bronx, N.Y., to
Roumanian immi-
grants Meyer and
Bessie Itzkowitz
S i l v e r m a n ,
Maurice Bernard
Silverman died
March 4, 2015. He
grew up in Bridge-
port, Conn., where his father, a bench jew-
eler to the trade, operated the Royal Jew-
elry Shop, at 77 Plaza, until his death in
1949. Maurice’s mother moved to Washing-
ton D.C., where her son employed her in
the antique shop he opened in 1958 and
has run continuously. It is now Silverman
Galleries Antiques & Antique Jewelry in
Alexandria. A survivor of childhood polio,
in high school and beyond he was a natu-
ralist and protege of Aretus A. Saunders.

Concealing his medical history, he enlisted
in the U.S. Army at the outbreak of World
War II and qualified for a program that sent
him to the Virginia Military Institute. He set
up and ran medical dispensaries at prisoner
of war camps housing German and Italian
soldiers throughout Virginia. He completed
an undergraduate and master’s degree in
psychology at the George Washington Uni-
versity, Washington, D.C., and was em-
ployed as a scientific abstracter at the Li-
brary of Congress. He taught fencing, prac-
ticed hypnotism, and was an avid chess
player and swimmer.

In 1958, from his second floor desk at the
Library of Congress, he spied a storefront
for rent, scrubbed off the “Fortunes Told”
sign left by the palm reader who was the
previous tenant, and opened the antiques
shop he has now run continuously for 57
years. The shop’s original name, Capitol Hill
Antiques, changed to Silverman Galleries
when Maurice and the shop moved to Vir-
ginia upon expansion of the Library of Con-
gress — the Madison Building of which now
stands at the shop’s original location.

By the early 1970s Maurice and the shop
were in old town Alexandria, where he was
joined in 1981 by his partner for 33 years
in love and life, learning and business, his
wife Angela, who will continue running
Silverman Galleries Antiques & Antique
Jewelry, according to Maurice’s wishes.

Through changing times, Maurice had
continued to run the shop “hands-on,” per-
sonally selecting and researching early and
historical antiques and several centuries of
antique jewelry. He continued to be active
in the shop through January 2015, making
new friends and enjoying return visits from
decades and generations of private and in-
stitutional clients. Maurice is also cherished
among many friends as a creative, inven-
tive cook, host and enthusiastic dinner com-
panion, whose wide-ranging interests and
original mind have enlivened everyone
around him.

Besides his wife, Angela Silverman, sur-
vivors include his sister Edith Block and
nephew C. Joel Block, both of Iselin, N.J.,
and niece Shelli Block of Rockville, Md.

Email announcements to gazette@connection
newspapers.com. Include date, time, location, de-
scription and contact for event: phone, email and/
or website. Photos and artwork welcome. Deadline
is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before event.

FEB. 1-APRIL 15
Free Tax Preparation. Wednesdays, 10 a.m.-2

p.m. at Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson St.,
Alexandria. For taxpayers with low and middle
income. All ages, with special attention to
seniors. Federal and Virginia tax returns
prepared and electronically filed by IRS-certified
volunteers. Tax questions can be answered.
Bring your photo ID(s), Social Security Card(s),
tax documents, and your prior year tax return.

Free Tax Preparation. Saturdays, 9 a.m.-noon;
Wednesdays, 6:30-8 p.m. at 2525 Mount Vernon
Ave., Alexandria. The City of Alexandria is
offering free tax preparation to qualifying
residents. Taxpayers are eligible if their income
is below approximately $35,000 for individuals
and $53,000 for families. Volunteers from
Community Tax Aid, Inc. will ensure that
taxpayers apply for all applicable credits and
deductions. The following documentation is
required: Social Security cards for each family
member; a photo ID for the taxpayer(s);
dependents’ income documents; W-2 forms and
other income records such as Social Security,
bank interest or SSI; receipts or records for

expenses such as child care and education; Form
1095-A if you purchased health insurance
through the marketplace; and if possible, a copy
of last year’s tax return. People will be seen on a
first come, first served basis. For further
information, to request a disability
accommodation or to receive materials in an
alternative format, contact Esperita Bullard at
703-746-6070.

COMMUNITY INPUT WANTED
Call.Click.Connect. is designed to allow

community members to submit service requests,
report problems, search for information, or find
contact information by either calling a dedicated
HELP line or accessing the Call.Click.Connect.
website. Continue to check the
Call.Click.Connect. Usability and Outreach
project page at alexandriava.gov/82564 for
updated locations and times. Upcoming
opportunities to provide input:

❖ Ellen Coolidge Burke Library - Thursday, March
12, 6-8 p.m.

❖ Chinquapin Recreation Center - Saturday, March
14, 10 a.m.-noon

❖ James Duncan Library - Wednesday, March 18, 7-
9 p.m.

❖ Kate Waller Barrett Library - Tuesday, March 24,
11 a.m.-1 p.m.

❖ Cora Kelly Recreation Center - Saturday, March
28, 9-11 a.m

EVERY TUESDAY
Parent Education. Tuesdays, 6-7:30 p.m. at

Ladrey High Rise, 300 Wythe St. or Wednesdays,
6-7:30 p.m. at Brookside Center, 601 Four Mile
Run Road.  Join the FACE Center, Stop Child
Abuse Now (SCAN) of Northern Virginia and a
network of other providers to learn how to
ensure a child’s academic success and quality of
life. Free. Contact Krishna Leyva at 703-824-
6865 or krishna.leyva@acps.k12.va.us for more.

THURSDAY/MARCH 12
Fire and Police Officers Pension Plan Board

Meet. 8:30 a.m. at City Hall, Sister Cities Room
1101, 301 King St. Contact Kadira Coley,
kadira.coley@alexandriava.gov or 703-746-
3879.

Commission on Aging. 4 p.m. at Human
Services Building, 2525 Mt. Vernon Ave. Contact
Debbie Ludington, 703-746-5692.

Acquisition Policy Survey Results. 5:30-7
p.m. at Grant Thornton, LLP, 333 John Carlyle
St. The Professional Services Council (PSC) and
Grant Thornton, LLP have conducted a biennial
Acquisition Policy Survey and will reveal the
results. $10 for members, $25 for non-members.
Call 703-837-4400.

Budget Work Session: Comp/Revenue/5 Yr
Model. 6:30 p.m. at City Hall, Sister Cities
Room 1101, 301 King St.

Planning Meeting. 7 p.m. at the Mount Vernon
Recreation Center, 2701 Commonwealth Ave.
The Department of Recreation, Parks and
Cultural Activities will host a public meeting to
review and provide input on a draft park plan
and plan alternatives for the section of Mount
Jefferson Park & Greenway between Raymond
Avenue and Route 1. The City is working in
conjunction with the Oakville Triangle/Route 1
Corridor planning process to develop a plan for
that section of the park. A copy of the draft plan
and plan alternatives is available at the Mt.
Jefferson Park and Greenway Planning Site.
Contact Laura Durham at
laura.durham@alexandriava.gov or 703-746-
5493.

Parking Standards for New Development
Projects. 7 p.m. at City Hall, Room 2000, 301
King St. Contact Brandi Collins,
brandi.collins@alexandriava.gov or 703-746-
3854.

Alexandria Beautification Commission. 7:30
p.m. at Dr. Oswald Durant Memorial Center,
1605 Cameron St. Contact Judy Lo, 703-746-
5940.

SATURDAY/MARCH 14
City Council Public Hearing. 9:30 a.m. at City

Hall, Council Chamber, 301 King St. Contact
Jackie Henderson, jackie.henderson@
alexandriava.gov or 703-746-4550.

Bulletin Board
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

News

See Inside,  Page 26

By Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet

O
ne of the doors in the regional
law enforcement training
academy opens to the view of
a run-down apartment inte-

rior. The door next to it opens to a one-room
bar. Down the hall there’s an elementary
school classroom and a makeshift office
space.

When the empty rooms are populated by
local actors who begin to play out the crimes
police officers are expected to deal with,
these rooms become portals into the daily
operations of Northern Virginia law enforce-
ment.

The Northern Virginia Criminal Justice
Training Academy in Ashburn trains police
officers and sheriff’s deputies from 17 mem-
ber agencies across the area including Ar-
lington County and the City of Alexandria.
Those organizations fund the academy pro-
portionally based on their “sworn strength,”
the amount of law enforcement personnel
in those organizations.

Going through the academy follows a
background investigation as well as physi-
cal and psychological testing. Sheriff’s depu-
ties attending the program attend for six

months, arriving one month before police
for specialized training. Many of the attend-
ing law enforcement personnel also attend
their own department’s specialized training
before or after their time at the academy.
For Alexandria Sheriff ’s Deputy Phillip
Leger, it’s a little bit of both.

Leger is the newest deputy at Alexandria’s
Sheriff’s Department. Hired in January of
2014, Leger did four sessions of field train-
ing before he went to the academy and has
been back working at the city’s detention

center since. Leger’s originally from Boston,
and says his accent is the most common
thing people around the detention facility
notice. That, or the thick scar running across
his neck where he was stabbed in a fight.
In Boston, Leger worked in a juvenile tran-
sitional home. His aunt, Captain Dorothy
Pope, has worked in the Alexandria Sheriff’s
Department for 17 years.

Leger said he went to the academy with
a basic idea of what it was going to be like,
but said those ideas weren’t particularly

accurate. Some of that, he said, could pos-
sibly be attributed to the fact that he was
the only attendee from the Alexandria
Sheriff’s Department, a fluke that he says
turned out all right because it meant he only
had to worry about getting himself through
the course.

Steve Yanda, an officer with the Arling-
ton Police Department, attended the acad-
emy in June of 2014 and said he didn’t re-
ally have any idea of what to expect before
he went in.

“It was different than anything I’d ever
done before,” said Yanda. “I didn’t have any
prior law experience or military. I didn’t
really know what to expect going in.”

The program’s deputy director, Thomas
Fitzpatrick, has been at the academy since
2006 and worked as a police officer in Mont-
gomery County, Md., for 30 years before
that. Fitzpatrick also noted that, while di-
versity in law enforcement has grown since
he started in 1974, police and sheriffs still
need to work towards the gender and ra-
cial diversity reflective of the communities
they serve.

In his time at the academy, Fitzpatrick
says the biggest change he’s seen has been
the change in technology.

Inside the Police Academy
Local police officers, deputy sheriffs gain
perspective at the Northern Virginia
Criminal Justice Training Academy.

NVCJTA
Deputy
Director
Thomas
Fitzpatrick
at the
Northern
Virginia
Criminal
Justice
Training
Acad-
emy.
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Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
“Bessie’s Blues.” Through March 15

at MetroStage, 1201 North Royal St.,
Alexandria. “Bessie’s Blues,” features
Bernardine Mitchell, Roz White, TC
Carson and a cast of actors and
musicians who will tell the story of
Bessie Smith through a musical
odyssey of the blues. William
Knowles is music director.
Performances are Wednesday-Friday,
8 p.m.; Saturday, 3 and 8 p.m.; and
Sunday, 3 and 7 p.m. $55-60. Visit
www.metrostage.org or call 800-494-
8497.

“Front and Back.” Through March
15, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. daily; 10 a.m.- 9
p.m. second Thursday of the month

at Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery in
Studio 18 of the Torpedo Factory Art
Center at 105 North Union Street,
Alexandria. Artists’ imagination plays
with Items that are different front vs
back; right vs left; top vs bottom;
inside vs outside; right side up vs up
side down; positive space vs negative
space. Anything that has two or more
sides can be used to show two
different visuals. Free admission. See
www.potomacfiberartsgallery.com
for more.

“Considering Harm.” Through
Saturday, March 21 at The Gallery at
Convergence, 1801 N. Quaker Lane,
Alexandria. Artist Pamela Flynn
presents an exhibition titled
“Considering Harm.” This art project
focuses on the issue of gun violence
and bringing awareness to our
community. Visit
www.ourconvergence.org or
www.pamelaflynnart.com for more.

“In and of the Land.” Through
Sunday, March 29, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and during performances at The
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall &

Arts Center, Margaret W. and Joseph
L. Fisher Art Gallery at the
Alexandria Campus of Northern
Virginia Community College, 4915
East Campus Drive, Alexandria. “In
and of the Land” is a two person
exhibition of recent work in paintings
by Clive Pates and ceramics by
Virginia Rood Pates. Visit
www.nvcc.edu/schlesingercenter/
Gallery for more.

March150. Through Sunday, March 22
in the Target Gallery at Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union St.,
Alexandria. The exhibition will
feature 200+ works of original art by
local arts, all created on 10" square
panels and sold for $150 each, until
the night of the Art Party on March
20, when all the work is discounted
to $100. Visit torpedofactory.org/
event/march-150/ for more.

“Four.” Through Sunday, March 29 11
a.m.-6 p.m. at The Associates Gallery,
Studio 319, at the Torpedo Factory,
105 North Union St., Alexandria. The
Torpedo Factory gallery presents
“Four,” featuring photographer Julie

Patrick, mixed media artist Kara
Hammond, painter Jill Finsen and
painting/mixed media artist Barbara
Muth. TAG will present a new show
each month. Visit torpedofactory.org.

“DREAM ON!” Runs through Sunday,
March 29 at Del Ray Artisans Gallery,
2704 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria
Local area artists use any media to
explore and express their dreams in
the “DREAM ON!” exhibit at Del Ray
Artisans gallery. Using their
imaginations, artists interpret their
dreams—from weird to wonderful,
scary to surreal. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org or call
703-838-4827.

“Reconstructing the Landscape.”
Through April 6 at The Art League,
Studio 21 in the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 North Union St.,
Alexandria. “Reconstructing the
Landscape” feautres large-scale
abstract paintings by Claudia
Cappelle. Visit www.theartleague.org
or call 703-683-1780.

Art Show. Through May 3 at Cove, 805
King St., Alexandria. Cove will

partner with ArtSee to open the
doors of their Alexandria location for
a reception featuring the work of
Alexandria artist, Pete McCutchen.
The work on display shares
McCutchen’s “Geometrics” series.
Visit cove.is for more.

“Paws ‘N Claws for Art.” Runs
through May 31 at Vola Lawson
Animal Shelter, 4101 Eisenhower
Ave., Alexandria. Del Ray Artisans
and Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria teamed up to present this
animal-themed, fundraising exhibit.
Both nonprofits receive a percentage
of each sale. Also showing, but not
for sale, will be UpCycle’s Fur-Vor
project community-based student-
recycled dog art. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/GWW.

Alexandria Cars & Coffee invites car
enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Owners of classic cars, hot rods,
exotic cars, motorcycles and more
meet to share car stories and drink
coffee. Group meets the first Sunday

Entertainment

Calendar

By Steve Hibbard

Gazette Packet

F
ollowing 3,000 years of customs and
traditions, the colorful Nowruz Fes-
tival — the Persian New Year cel-

ebration — will be held Sunday, March 15
at the John Carlyle Square Park near the
King Street Metro in Alexandria. For the
past three years, the family-oriented festi-
val was held at the Reston Town Center and
had 20,000 visitors along Market Street.

Nowruz, which normally falls in early
Spring, is when Persian-Americans will join
locally to celebrate the new year. There will
be 55 vendors offering traditional and ex-
otic foods as well as jewelry, artwork, crafts,
and other traditional Persian products. A
main stage will be set up that provides en-
tertainment with 60 musicians, dancers,
artists, costumed characters, and traditional
players.

“The Nowruz Festival is celebrating the
Persian New Year but it is also celebrating
birth and life and rebirth,” said organizer
Shohreh Asemi. “Anybody can come and
share the celebration with us and learn
about Nowruz, and enjoy entertainment,
music and be part of this wonderful atmo-
sphere of love and fun and entertainment.”

The Nowruz Festival is a family-friendly,
fun celebration that celebrates life, love and
good will. Of all the Persian national festi-
vals, the New Year celebrations are at once
the most important and the most colorful.

The venue provides a fun place for people
to celebrate with family and friends, to taste
Persian food and enjoy traditional and mod-
ern Persian entertainment. Among the tra-
ditions, is a ceremonial table called the

cloth of seven dishes (each one beginning
with the Persian letter Sin). The symbolic
dishes consist of Sabzeh or sprouts, usually
wheat or lentil, representing rebirth. An-
other is Samanu or a sweet, creamy pud-
ding. Another is Seer, which is garlic in Per-
sian, which represents medicine.

In addition to attracting people from Vir-
ginia, Maryland and the District, this year,
organizers hope to attract international
guests from other countries that celebrate
Nowruz, including Turkey, Afghanistan, and
Tajikistan, among others.

This year’s goal is to share the Nowruz
Festival with both Persians and non-Per-
sians. The event sends out positive mes-
sages, like celebrating earth, spring time,
love and peace to the community. Planners
want to bring different musicians and danc-
ers from other countries that celebrate
Nowruz, as well as new musicians that of-
fer more variety to the festival. They also
want to bring different historical and cos-
tumed characters from Persia (like Haji
Firuz, a traditional herald of Nowruz
dressed in a red costume and tambourine)
that will interact with the crowd.

The Nowruz Festival will be held Sunday,
March 15, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. at the John Carlyle
Square Park, located at 300 John Carlyle
Street, Alexandria. For details, contact orga-
nizer Shohreh Asemi, at 202-369-1515 or
visit www.nowruzfestial.org.

Celebrating Persian New Year
The Nowruz Festival will be held March 15
at John Carlyle Square Park in Alexandria.
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The Nowruz Festival, which cel-
ebrates the Persian New Year, will
be held Sunday, March 15 at John

Carlyle Square Park in Alexandria.
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of every month. 8:30-11 a.m.
Fifty Years of Collecting. Tuesday-

Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sundays
noon-5 p.m. Fort Ward Museum
4301 West Braddock Road. An
anniversary exhibit of objects from
the Fort Ward collection. Free. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-746-
4848.

Second Thursday Music.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. 7 p.m.
Second Thursday of every month.
Visit nvfaa.org to view concert
calendar and listen to upcoming
Second Thursday Music artists.

The Monday Morning Birdwalk has
been a weekly event at Huntley
Meadows since 1985. It takes place
every week, rain or shine (except
during electrical storms, strong
winds, or icy trails), at 7 a.m. (8 a.m.
November through March), is free of
charge, requires no reservation, and
is open to all. Birders meet in the
parking lot at the park’s entrance at
3701 Lockheed Blvd. Direct questions
to Park staff during normal business
hours at 703-768-2525.

Art for Life. Third Thursday of every
month. 4:30-7:30 p.m. at Torpedo
Factory, 105 N Union St. Hyatt
Regency Crystal City has partnered
will the National Kidney Foundation
for a program highlighting a different
artist each month for a year.

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Tiny Dancers 2015 Summer

Camps. Each session includes daily
instruction in ballet, a snack, fine
motor exercise through a theme-
related craft and a favorite story with
dress-up dance interpretation. The
session culminates with a recital and
reception for family and friends. Tiny
Dancers is a program designed for
ages 2-12, featuring a performance

based ballet, tap, jazz and musical
theater curriculum. The Alexandria
studio is located at 621 S.
Washington St., Old Town
Alexandria. Call 703-739-0900 or
visit www.tinydancers.com for more.

Art League Spring Classes.
Registration is open for the Spring
Term of fine art classes at The Art
League School. The Spring Term
begins the week of April 6, with more
than 200 classes and 50 workshops
to choose from. Classes are available
for ages 5-adult for all skill levels.
Browse course catalog and register at
www.theartleague.org/school/
search_browse.php.

Summer of Smiles. The Recreation,
Parks and Cultural Activities’
Summer Fun Guide, is now available.
Summer camps and activities are
available for youth ages 2-17 and
include sports, dance, creative arts,
computer, chess, enrichment, nature,
adventure, Out of School Time
(residents only) and classic camps.
The Summer Fun Guide is available
for download at
www.alexandriava.gov/Recreation.

Photography Workshop. 10:30 a.m.-
noon at Multiple Exposures Gallery
on 105 N. Union St. Photographers
and enthusiasts of all skill levels are
invited to share work, ideas, and
questions at this free workshop held
on the last Sunday of each month,
except December. No reservations.
Call 703-683-2205.

MARCH 11-29
Blossom’s Rainbow. Runs through

Sunday, March 29. 10:30 am. at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.,
Alexandria. Wednesdays-Fridays and
Sundays. In the show, a painter’s
brush sets a young cherry blossom’s
world into motion. Best for children

ages 2-5 and their families. Arts on
the Horizon is a theatre company
that produces original work
exclusively for children ages 0-6 and
their families in Northern Virginia
and the DC metro area. $8, tickets
online or at the door on the day of
the performance. Box office: 703-
967-0437. Visit
www.ArtsOnTheHorizon.org.

THURSDAY/MARCH 12
Opening Reception. 6:30-8 p.m. at

The Art League, Studio 21 in the
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105
North Union St., Alexandria.
“Reconstructing the Landscape”
feautres large-scale abstract paintings
by Claudia Cappelle. Visit
www.theartleague.org or call 703-
683-1780.

Using Native Plants. 7-9 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens , 4603 Green
Spring Road, Alexandria. The
Potowmack Chapter of the Virginia
Native Plant Society will host a talk
on painting and preserving native
American plants as well as medicinal
uses. Eileen Malone-Brown is author
and illustrator of “American
Botanical Paintings: Native Plants of
the Mid Atlantic.” Free. Call 703-642-
5173.

Concert. 8 p.m. at the Lyceum History
Museum, 201 S Washington St.,
Alexandria. The United States Air
Force Band-Chamber Concert will
perform, featuring an Irish
Celebration with Celtic Aire. Free.
Call The United States Air Force
Band’s Concert Line at 202-767-5658
or visit www.usafband.af.mil.

FRIDAY/MARCH 13
Family Fun Night. 6-9 p.m. at

Chinquapin Park Recreation Center &

Entertainment
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Thursday, March 12 –
Perfect Pint Contest
Pour a perfect pint! Starts
at 5 p.m. Followed by live
music.
Friday, March 13 –
Weekend Kickoff
Live music starts at 9 p.m.
Saturday, March 14 –
Music & Dancing
Live music starts at noon.
Boyle School of Irish
Dance at 4 p.m.

Monday, March 16 –
St. Patrick’s Day Eve
Live music starts at 4 p.m.

Tuesday, March 17 –
St. Patrick’s Day
Doors open at 9 a.m. Live
music starts at 10 a.m.
Boyle School of Irish
Dance throughout the day.
No cover charge!

Murphy’s Irish Pub • 713 King St., Alexandria, VA
703-548-1717

Five Glorious Days to
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day

127 N. Washington St., Alexandria • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Winter Specials
RestaurantRestaurantRestaurant

• Fresh Jumbo Shad Roe
• Split Pea Soup
• Venison Medallions
 • Beef Wellington

• Dover Sole
 • Coq au Vin
 • Cassoulet

 • Bouillabaisse

Le Refuge was rated #1 in Alexandria
on TripAdvisor. Thank you for your

continued support.

Aquatics Facility, 3210 King St. Bring the
whole family to Family Fun Nights
for swimming and fun for all ages on
Friday evenings. Pool games include
beach ball relays, water basketball,
diving for prizes and fun on the
‘Aqua Challenge’ floating obstacle
course. Participate in swimming skill
assessments for youth, learn pool
safety tips and more. Admission, $4
per person. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/c/10280.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/MARCH 13-14
“Legally Blonde: The Musical.”

7:30 p.m. at St. Stephen’s & St.
Agnes School, Chapel/Performing
Arts Center, 1000 St. Stephen’s Road,
Alexandria. When sorority queen Elle
is dumped by her boyfriend, she
earns acceptance to Harvard Law
School and follows him there to win
him back. Once there, she discovers
she has more legal savvy than she
ever imagined, and she can use her
newfound legal knowledge to help
others. $5. Visit www.sssas.org/arts
or call 703-212-2950 for more.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/MARCH 13-15
“Bye Bye Birdie.” Friday and

Saturday, 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, 3 p.m.
at Heritage Presbyterian Church,
2709 Popkins Lane, Alexandria. Rock
and roll heart throb Conrad Birdie
comes to Sweet Apple, Ohio, to
bestow his #1 fan with a goodbye
kiss before entering the Army. $12.
Purchase tickets at www.mvcct.org.

SATURDAY/MARCH 14
Fireside Tea. 2-3 p.m. at Mount

Vernon Estate. 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway, Mount Vernon. Fireside tea
with light refreshments as “Martha
Washington” shares memories of her
and the General’s life as a young
married couple, during the
Revolutionary War, and at Mount
Vernon. Tickets are $20 for youth
and $30 for adults.

Spring Modern Dance Concert. 7
p.m. at BalletNova’s Fredgren Studio
Theatre, 3443 Carlin Springs Road,
Falls Church. The Choreographers
Collaboration Project, a modern
dance company based in Alexandria,
presents their Spring Modern Dance
Concert. This concert will feature
CCP dancers and CCP’s youth dancers
performing new work and repertory.
$10 adults, $5 ages 12-17 and under
12 free. Visit www.ccpdance.org,
email cpdance@gmail.com or call
703-683-2070.

Concert. 7 p.m. at Church of St.
Clement, 1701 North Quaker Ln.
Richmond-based SusanGreenbaum,
whose song “Virginia the Home of my
Heart” was considered by the
Virginia General Assembly to be the
state song, will perform alongside
Wilmington (DE)-based John Flynn.
$15 in advance. $18 at the door. Visit
www.focusmusic.org/
venue_alexandria.php.

Pajama Party. 7-10 p.m. at Del Ray
Artisans, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave. A
fun-filled evening to celebrate the
“DREAM ON” exhibit at Del Ray
Artisans; with raffles and prizes. Free
to those who wear pajamas; $5 each
for those who don’t. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org or call
703-838-4827.

Saxophone Concert. 7:30 p.m. at St.
Luke’s Episcopal Church, 8009 Fort
Hunt Road, Alexandria. Washington
Saxophone Quartet performs music
of Bach, Debussy, Duke Ellington and
more. $10-$20. Call 703-765-4342 or
visit www.saintlukeschurch.net.

Concert and Gala. 8 p.m. at the
George Washington Masonic
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive,
Alexandria. In celebration of their
45th season, the Alexandria Choral
Society presents Joseph Haydn’s “The
Creation,” with the Virginia Chamber
Orchestra, and featuring Samantha

Anthony, soprano; Brian Thorsett,
tenor; and Justin Wilson, baritone.
Followed by a gala and silent
auction. $25/adult; $20/senior and
military; $15/student; free for 13
and younger. $5 more at the door.
Visit
www.alexandriachoralsociety.org.

SUNDAY/MARCH 15
Buffalo Soldiers History Lesson. 2-

3:30 p.m. at Beatley Central Library,
5005 Duke St. The Buffalo Soldiers
Motorcycle Club will give a
presentation on the history of the
Buffalo Soldiers. Free. Call 703-746-
1751.

Barbershop Chorus Concert. 3 p.m.
at Mount Vernon Unitarian Church,
1909 Windmill Lane, Alexandria. The
40-member Harmony Heritage
Singers present a program of
traditional, patriotic, and popular
songs. Musical fun for all ages. No
admission fee. Offering taken for
United Community Ministries. Call
Ron Brandt, 703-765-4779 or
brandtron@verizon.net.

Presidential Salon. 3-4:30 p.m at
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North
Royal St. “President James Madison”
will discuss the peace treaty of Ghent
of 1815 in the context of his own
time. Tickets are $15 per person and
$10 for high school/college students.
visit http://shop.alexandriava.gov or
call 703-746-4242.

National Men’s Chorus
Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Aldersgate United Methodist Church,
1301 Collingwood Road. The
National Men’s Chorus will perform a
“potpourri” of favorites. Director
Thomas Beveridge has chosen
romantic songs by Felix Mendelssohn
and Franz Schubert, and two original
compositions by the American
composer, Vincent Persichetti, and
more. $20. Free for students and
children. Go to Visit
www.nationalmenschorus.org or call
202-244-7191 for tickets.

MONDAY/MARCH 16
Celtic Tradition Lecture. 7 p.m. at

The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Learn
about how Celtic traditions have
penetrated American culture. Free.
Visit www.nvfaa.org.

TUESDAY/MARCH 17
“MAPS.” Through April 13, 10 a.m.-5

p.m. daily at Potomac Fiber Arts
Gallery, Studio 18 at the Torpedo
Factory, 105 North Union St.,
Alexandria. The artists’ imagination
plays with physical features such as
cities, roads, rivers, mountains,
geographical borders, etc. that are
represented by diagramming on maps
of land and sea. Whether for self or
gifts, jewelry, sculpture, clothing, and
wall pieces are some of the items that
will be exhibited. Free admission.
Visit www.Potomacfiberarts
gallery.com or call 703-548-0935.

Museum Lesson. 12:45 p.m. at
Friendship Firehouse Museum, 107 S.
Alfred St. Learn how museums store,
care for and treat an object in order
to preserve it for generations to
come. Call 703-746-4242 or visit
shop.alexandriava.gov for more.

History and Genealogy. 1-3 p.m. at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, Alexandria. Learn
about military, land, and
Congressional records related to the
War of 1812 in the National Archives.
Jonathan Webb Deiss presents a talk
entitled “The War of 1812, Bounty
Land, and Your Ancestors.” The
Mount Vernon Genealogical Society
sponsors this free event. Call 703-
768-4101 or visit
www.mvgenealogy.org.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 18
Author Event. 9:30-11 a.m. at Hollin

Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, Alexandria. The
Alexandria/Mount Vernon Antiques
Club has scheduled local author
Michael Lee Pope, who will be
talking about his latest book,
“Wicked Northern Virginia.” He will
bring copies of his books for
purchase. Free, public invited. Call
703-360-4979 or email
annconnell@verizon.net for more.

THURSDAY/MARCH 19
“A Breath of Spring.” 6-8 p.m. at

Artfully Chocolates, 506 John Carlyle
Drive, Alexandria. Art Exhibit and
reception featuring the art of
Alexandria artists Eric Nelson and
Nancy Ziegler with complimentary
appetizers and chocolates and wines
available for purchase. Door prizes
for the first 50 guests. Free, open to
the public. Call 703-346-8699 or
email lindsay.hutter17@gmail.com.

Living Legends. 6 p.m. at Patent and
Trademark Office Madison Building,
600 Dulany St. Attend an exhibition
of “Living Legends of Alexandria,” an
ongoing photo-documentary project
about the city. Tickets are $45
through March 12; $50 through
March 17; $55 at the door. Visit
www.alexandrialegends.com.

Concert. 8 p.m. at the Lyceum History
Museum, 201 S Washington St.,
Alexandria. The United States Air
Force Band-Brass Quintet presents a
concert of music for Brass Quintet.
Free. Call The United States Air Force
Band’s Concert Line at 202-767-5658
or visit www.usafband.af.mil.

FRIDAY/MARCH 20
Opening Reception. 6:30-9 p.m. at

Principle Gallery, 208 King St. Join
tonalist painter Kevin Fitzgerald for
the opening reception of his annual
solo exhibit. Free. Visit
www.principlegallery.com.

Washington’s Irish. 7-9 p.m. at in the
Robert H. and Clarice Smith
Auditorium, Mount Vernon Estate,
3200 Mount Vernon Highway, Mount
Vernon. In honor of St. Patrick’s Day,
George Washington’s Mount Vernon
invites guests to explore the history
related to the Irish during the
Revolutionary War with a
performance by Derek Warfield and
The Young Wolfe Tones. A reception
featuring Irish food will take place in
the Vaughn Lobby following this
performance and cultural music
discussion. $75 per person. Visit
mountvernon.org/irish for tickets.

March150 Art Party. 7-11 p.m. in the
Target Gallery at Torpedo Factory,
105 N. Union St., Alexandria. Target
Gallery is raising money for special
exhibitions and outreach
programming with the 5th Annual
Exhibition Fundraiser, March150.
$15 advance, $20 at the door. The
exhibition will feature 200+ works of
original art by local artists, all
created on 10" square panels and
sold for $150 each, until the night of
the Art Party on March 20, when all
the work is discounted to $100. Visit
torpedofactory.org/event/march-
150/ for more.

The Oak Ridge Boys. 7:30 p.m. at
The Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon
Ave. Tickets $59.50. Visit
www.birchmere.com or call 703-549-
7500.

Swing Dancing. 7:30-9:30 p.m. at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Rd. Local band leader
Owen Hammett will direct the Mount
Vernon Swing Band. Tickets are $4 at
the door. Call 703-765-4573.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/MARCH 20-22
“Bye Bye Birdie.” Friday and

Saturday, 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, 3 p.m.
at Heritage Presbyterian Church,
2709 Popkins Lane, Alexandria. Rock
and roll heart throb Conrad Birdie
comes to Sweet Apple, Ohio, to

Entertainment
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PRESENT FOR $5 OFF $15 OR MORE.
VALID SATURDAY, MARCH 21 ONLY.

ONE PER CUSTOMER | NO PHOTOCOPIES

bestow his #1 fan with a goodbye kiss
before entering the Army. $12.
Purchase tickets at www.mvcct.org.

SATURDAY/MARCH 21
Firehouse Museum Tour. 11 a.m.-

noon at Friendship Firehouse
Museum, 107 S Alfred St. Families
are invited for an in depth tour of the
Friendship firehouse. Attendees will
also learn about firehouse procedures
and equipment. $5 for adults, $4
ages 10-17. See
www.friendshipfirehouse.net.

Studio Recital. 3-4 p.m. at the
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.,
Alexandria. Andrew Wilson Trumpet
Studio Recital: Andrew Wilson and
students (trumpet) and Karin Firsow
(piano), perform works by Scarlatti,
Sousa, Sachse, Mouret, and Barker.
Free. Call 202-258-0822.

Country-Western Dance. 6:30 p.m.
at Lincolnia Senior Center, 4710
North Chambliss St., Alexandria.
Lesson, 6:30 p.m.; dancing, 7-9:30
p.m. A DJ provides music. Couples
and singles welcome. Admission for
NVCWDA members $10; non-
members $12; children under 18
accompanied by a paying adult $5.
Smoke-free, alcohol-free. BYO
refreshments. Visit www.nvcwda.org
or call 703-860-4941.

Tom Rush. 7:30 p.m. at The
Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Folk singer Tom Rush will perform.
Tickets are $39.50. Visit
www.birchmere.com or call 703-549-
7500.

SUNDAY/MARCH 22
Wonders of Science. 1-4 p.m. at The

Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary
Museum, 105-107 South Fairfax St.,

Old Town, Alexandria. The
Apothecary Museum hosts a day of
18th-century natural and medical
science exploration and
demonstrations. Discover curious
objects, from poison bottles to
dragon’s blood, and find out how
they were used – and if they worked.
This hour-long program includes a
tour of the museum, with new groups
beginning every 30 minutes.
Recommended for 3rd grade and
older. $6, children and adults.
Reservations recommended, space is
limited. Visit
www.apothecarymuseum.org or call
703-746-3852.

Book Talk. 2 p.m. at The Athenaeum,
201 Prince St. Join Garrett Peck and
Portner’s Brewhouse for a beer-and-
book double header to elebrate
Garrett’s sixth book, “Walt Whitman
in Washington, D.C.: The Civil War
and America’s Great Poet.” After the
book talk, Peck will lead a short
walking tour of the historic Andrew
Wales Brewery sites in Old Town.
Free. Visit www.nvfaa.org.

Future Visions: Dystopia vs.
Utopia. 2-4 p.m. at the Beatley
Central Library, 5005 Duke St.,
Alexandria. Will the future will look
more like The Hunger Games or Star
Trek? Join in to celebrate all of the
books and movies that show the
range of possible futures. Trivia,
crafts, music, prizes, and more.
Costumes encouraged. Ages 9 and
up. Call 703-746-1751 for more.

Winter Warmer Tea with Rebecca
Ramsay Reese. 3-4:30 p.m. at
Gadsby’s Tavern Restaurant, 138
North Royal St., Alexandria. Sip a
special blend of tea from Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum, “take” a cup of
American Heritage Chocolate, and
eat period-inspired delicacies, both

sweet and savory, with your 21st-
century friends. A historic guest who
will be visit during each tea. $35 per
person all inclusive. Reservations are
required. To make reservations and
purchase tickets, call 703-746-4242
or visit shop.alexandriava.gov. Ticket
also includes a tour at 2:15 or 2:45
prior to the tea.

MONDAY/MARCH 23
Ballroom Dance Class. Beginning

class 7-7:45 p.m., advanced class
7:45-8:30 p.m. at The Athenaeum,
201 Prince St. Gary Stephans teaches
the Fox Trot, Waltz, Tango, Swing,
Salsa, Meringue, Rumba, Cha-Cha
and Samba. Admission is $15. Email
garystephans@me.com or call 703-
505-5998.

TUESDAY/MARCH 24-MAY 31
“Intricacies” Exhibit. Various Times

at Convergence, 1801 N. Quaker Ln.
Artist-Photographer Nina Tisara
unveils her “Intricacies” exhibit, a
collection of mosaics. Visit
www.ourconvergence.org.

THURSDAY/MARCH 26
SWAN Day. 7 p.m. at The Athenaeum,

201 Prince St. Poet Shelly Bell will
host an evening of poetry, dance,
music and the visual arts by women
artists. Tickets are $15. Visit
www.nvfaa.org.

Air Force Band Concert. 8 p.m. at
Lyceum History Museum, 201 S
Washington St. The United States Air
Force Band-Woodwind Quintet and
Chamber Trio offer a public concert.
Free. Visit www.usafband.af.mil.

Entertainment
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Being a selection of favorites to begin our second fifteen years…

Aldersgate United Methodist Church
1301 Collingwood Road, Alexandria, VA 22308 • Free Parking

Tickets at the door: Adults $20, Students and Children Free
Call 202-244-7191 or www.nationalmenschorus.org for more details

Fresh from our hit performance
at The Birchmere, we are pleased
to return with a program of clas-
sic men’s chorus and glee club
favorites. Included are German
romantic songs, two songs by the
famous 20th century composer
Vincent Persichetti, songs of the
sea, songs by Stephen Foster,
and a selection of Irish and Irish-

American songs. We will also
present a solo performance by
our world-famous pianist and
accompanist, Thomas Pandolfi.

While you have your calendar
out, mark the date May 24 at
5:00 p.m. for our annual
Memorial Day Celebration at
Saint Luke Catholic Church
in McLean.

Exp. 3/31/15

Soup: Cream of Potato Leek Soup     $5.00
Entrées: (All entrées include soda bread)

Chicken Pot Pie     $12.00
Authentic Irish Stew     $12.00

Corned Beef & Cabbage     $13.00

Drinks: Irish Beer
Desserts:

Key Lime Pie, Lemon Meringue Pie,
Irish Mint Cake, Apple & Cherry Pie

From Page 11

Letters

Democrats on the County Board.
Both Ms. Silberberg and
Ms.Garvey proved that they had
the courage to vote “No.”

5. Budget issues. Continue to tell
Alexandria residents that we have
major financing problems for the
past several years with a decrease
in commercial tax base, increase
in ACPS budget along with in-
crease in property taxes for
homeowners to handle next year’s
$31 million deficit. Whine and
complain that you want to do
what’s best for all Alexandria citi-
zens, but vote to keep too many
assistant city managers on board
wherein the city manager’s office
only needs 1-2 assistants. Remem-
ber, we do have department heads
managing their departments.

6. Must have served on the Al-
exandria City Council for at least
18-plus years not knowing when
its time to step down. Think Sen.
Barbara Mikulski (D-Md.) from
my home state who knew it was
time for her to retire.

7. Continue to fund non-proft
housing groups with major loans.
Think ADHC wherein the council
gave them a $14 million loan (tax-
payer monies) several years ago
and monies have not yet started
to be repaid. At least ARHA,
Alexandria’s Housing Authority
have paid back all of their loans
and recently presented Mayor/
Council with a check for $700,000.

8. Pretend you like renters. Use
Affordable Housing talking points
as your cover to let renters know
you want us to remain in Alexan-
dria. The new apartment develop-
ments that have sprung up start
with an efficiency rent of $1,500.
“Affordable Housing” refers to
folks earning at least $50,000-plus
a year.

9. Continue to have taxpayers
pay six figure salaries to Alexan-
dria Development Economic Part-
nership senior staff who are tasked
with increasing business develop-
ment to Alexandria. They have
failed completely in their mission.
If they have been successful, then
our commercial tax base wouldn’t
be in the tank.

Clearly, this year’s election for
mayor and council are important
and hopefully Alexandria voters
will see the need to elect folks who
understand financing and are fis-
cally responsible; understand
where planning developments can
continue in Alexandria; keep small
businesses growing; importance of
a regional transportation plan and
true accountability and transpar-
ency. Granted Alexandria is a
“Democratic” town, but the demo-
graphics are clearly changing and
citizens who have rarely been in-
volved with city politics are now

speaking out due to whatever de-
velopments impact their neighbor-
hoods. This is positive and it’s time
for some changes to occur. Isn’t
this what are current elected offi-
cials have been planning for vari-
ous neighborhoods throughout
Alexandria without really listening
to neighbors concerns and dictat-
ing what city hall wants rather
then listening to citizens’ alterna-
tive suggestions? Bring on term
limits or district elections for City
Council and an appointed School
Board.

So, let the games begin. It’s elec-
tion time and the question is: Are
our current elected officials up to
the task of being re-elected or will
it be business as usual?

Annabelle Fisher
Alexandria

Taking Control
To the Editor:

Several months ago I wrote an
article in this publication asking
“Who are the constituents of our
law making body, the City Coun-
cil?” I stated it was not the elderly
who are leaving the city because
they cannot afford to live here, nor
the schools whose infrastructure
and academics have been ne-
glected nor the neighborhoods
who have been stressed by city
demands and broken promises but
rather the developers who benefit
and feed upon the city’s insatiable
appetite for development and rev-
enue even if that development is
at the expense of a neighborhood.
The developers are the main and
possibly the only constituent of the
city. How clairvoyant that state-
ment was as I watched the final
vote of the Woodbine debacle play
out.

The BRAC, the broken promises
at T.C. Williams, the upheaval at
the waterfront, the eminent do-
main at the boat club and the de-
ception of the tennis lights at T.C.
Williams shattered the sanctity of
the neighborhood and the purpose
of our votes. To be successful in
the future, the neighborhoods
must reinvent how we communi-
cate. We must go beyond the civic
associations. We need a unified
body of citizens not individual
civic associations if we are to stand
up and influence the governing
body of our city.

Civic associations are wonderful
vehicles for uniting neighbors, dis-
pensing local information, discuss-
ing local issues indigenous to the
neighborhood but they bear no
power, no clout for city-wide issues
issue like the waterfront, the BRAC
and zoning issues. While indi-
vidual neighborhoods can be pro-
active, their value and opinions in
a crisis are often considered self

serving. My message to you is that
civic associations need to unite for
the common cause. If it affects
Rosemont then it affects Seminary
Hill, Old Towne and the West End
as well. The idea of “not in my
neighborhood” cannot apply any
more — it will not win the vote.
The City Council counts clicks —
Yes/No; letters and speeches are
informative but they register one
click for a letter and zero clicks for
a speech on the record. We are los-
ing the battle. We are getting
pushed around. You can have the
greatest organized neighborhood,
complete with attorneys, health
professionals and eloquent speak-
ers and you can still lose 6-1 as
happened at Woodbine because in
the end this was perceived as a
neighborhood issue not a city is-
sue.

I will not dare leave you with-
out a solution. There are a group
of talented and dedicated indi-
viduals developing a website that
will bring the Alexandria commu-
nity together like never before.
The name of the website is
AlexandriaCares. It will feature
links to City Council and School
Board — as well city-wide links
and information, current issues
will be one click away. It will be
the most advanced citizen social
media site in the city. Phone calls
can be made to citizens and gov-
erning bodies concerning impor-
tant issues. It is an attempt to in-
form, educate and unite our city
as never before with just a click of
your computer. We will take polls
on city issues and send them to
council and school board — as
such they will have the opinions
in numbers with no alternative but
to vote for the sensible majority.
We will be able to get the word
out on projects and city issues; we
can then discuss the issues and
take a a unified stance on issues
of importance.

I believe that this website will
be a game changer for the citizens
of Alexandria. It will serve to unite
all communities, to open a con-
stant forum for discussion, to
share information and allow the
citizens to voice their opinions on
projects, so acceptance and rejec-
tion by the City Council can be
fully realized with real numbers
and not behind closed doors in the
council chamber. There will be no
more done deals before the vote.
The council and school board will
vote for the citizen majority as was
their mandate upon election. The
website is coming very soon; the
exact date will be circulated to the
citizens. Finally, we the citizens of
Alexandria as a voting body will
have leveled the playing field.

William A. Goff
Alexandria
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$29.99

Playground Chips
& Organic Compost

cu. yd.

FREE Fill

Bulk
Mulch
$19.99 cu. yd.

Bagged,
Shredded
Hardwood

Mulch
$3.49
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

Fragrant,
blooming Citrus
Plants 10% Off

50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery
60606060606060

Free EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesTree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Selected indoor
plants 1/2 price

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Blooming
Tropicals 75% Off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off (3 cu. ft bags)

Lowest Prices Since 2008!Lowest Prices Since 2008!Lowest Prices Since 2008!

Cactus, Succulents
25% off

Cactus, Succulents
25% off

Cactus, Succulents
25% off

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Monday
6:30 pm Mass (Español)
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm

(en Español); 6:30 pm
Weekday & Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
preceded by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First
Friday of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass (Español)
preceded by 7:00 pm
Eucharistic Adoration

Mass Schedule

Advertising Deadlines are the previous Thursday unless noted.

MARCH
3/25/2015..Spring Fun, Food, Arts & Entertainment
FCPS Spring Break 3/30-4/3

APRIL
4/1/2015................Wellbeing – Senior Living Pullout
Easter Sunday is April 5
4/8/2015................................................HomeLifeStyle
4/15/2015..................................A+ Camps & Schools
4/22/2015..............Real Estate Pullout – New Homes
4/29/2015.....................A+ Camps & Schools Pullout
4/29/2015 ............Mother’s Day Celebrations, Dining

& Gifts I
MAY
5/6/2015......................................McLean Day Pullout
5/6/2015....................Mother’s Day Dining & Gifts II
5/6/2015........................................................Wellbeing
Mother’s Day is May 10
5/13/2015..............................................HomeLifeStyle
5/20/2015......................................A+ Camps & Schools,

Proms, Summer Planning
E-mail sales@connectionnewspapers.com for more information.

Reaching Suburban Washington’s Leading Households
• Alexandria Gazette Packet
• Arlington Connection
• Burke Connection
• Centre View
• Chantilly Connection

• Fairfax Connection
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton Connection
• Great Falls Connection
• McLean Connection
• Mount Vernon Gazette

• Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
• Potomac Almanac
• Reston Connection
• Springfield Connection
• Vienna/Oakton Connection

Newspapers & Online
703-778-9431

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

SPECIAL CONNECTIONS CALENDAR
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Winning
Award-

Winning

People

On Her Way to New York Stage
From Page 6

“I am hoping I can
secure some type of
writing residency or
grant where I can
just focus on that
play and get a
theater to commit
to producing it.”

— McKenya Dilworth

ater,” Brown said. “One of the things we tried to do
was select new works written by innovative new play-
wrights. We had a ton of submissions and McKenya
was selected.”

The NEC benefits in many ways by hosting the
dramatic live Readings. Not only is the four-week
event a fundraiser, but it is also a way for the theater
company to look for potential new
productions to pursue. Where the
script solicitation called for
unproduced, full-length plays,
McKenya’s two one-act plays were
each compelling enough to fit the
bill.

“We solicited scripts online,
looking for African American fe-
male playwrights,” Brown said.
“They had to be unproduced, full-
length plays. McKenya’s work in-
cluded two one-act plays, which
worked as a presentation. The
qualifications were that you could
not be produced or well-known.
We were looking for raw talent.”

The works were selected by a
selection panel of five respectable figures in the the-
ater community. It was comprised of Brown, one play-
wright, an NEC director, and two NEC actors.
Franklin’s and Rashid’s productions, “Miss N’victas”
and “Paradigm Shift,” also unproduced, will be per-
formed March 15 and March 22, respectively. The
last selected writer, Shange, will see her play, “A Pho-
tograph: Lovers in Motion,” performed on April 12.
On March 29, Dilworth’s two one-act plays, “Con-
temporary Scenes of Old Age Ills” and “Kul’cha” will
be performed. She said both of her plays deal with
the plight of “marginalized and voiceless” African
American women in society today.

“When I submitted the play, I could not decide
which one to submit so I submitted two,” Dilworth
said. “When I was selected, they said they wanted to
do both because, essentially, they are both one acts.
In the first, ‘Contemporary Scenes of Age Old Ills,’
we are exploring race and sexism through the per-
spective of the ‘other’ with a reverse minstrel stag-
ing written as a satire.”

Her second play, “Kul’cha,” has been on her radar
for less time, so it is less developed than “Contem-
porary Ills.” She began writing it while living in New
York City as a way to cope with the stress of living in
the bustling city and not being able to thrive in the
art world at the time.

“The main character is a woman, Mama Joe,”
Dilworth said. “She is a strong female and the women
are empowered and they are the ones driving the
action of the play. This one is about what is impor-
tant to us and how we maintain our dignity while
we are trying to achieve our dreams.”

Dilworth is particularly excited to receive notes on
“Kul’cha” because it is not as close to completion as

“Contemporary Ills.”
“For ‘Kul’cha’ specifically, I want

to take feedback and complete it
because it is going to be a full-
length play,” Dilworth said. “I am
hoping I can secure some type of
writing residency or grant where
I can just focus on that play and
get a theater to commit to produc-
ing it.”

Dilworth will be coming full
circle when she sets foot in New
York City to receive noteworthy
criticism on “Contemporary Ills.”
As a New York City resident in
2008, she said she worked hard to
get people to read her play with
no success.

“I began that play in 2008 when I just had moved
to New York,” Dilworth said. “It was a horrible failed
attempt and I literally could not pay people to read
my play. Once it was selected, it completed a nice
seven-year cycle. It is some kind of validation.”

Dilworth is ready to conquer New York City, and
then whatever city’s theater circuit will next pursue
her work. First, though, she will be producing T.C.
Williams High School’s 2015 spring musical, ‘The
25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee.’”

Dilworth, who has a long list of achievements and
a number of academic accolades, is currently a doc-
toral candidate in the University of Phoenix’s School
of Advanced Studies, pursuing a degree in organiza-
tional management and leadership. She said she
hopes to be done with her doctorate next year so
that she can devote her time fully to playwriting.
This whole process has made her excited for the op-
portunity to immerse herself in her craft.

“It feels like all of a sudden, but then I think back
on it, and it has been years in the making,” Dilworth
said. “I want to remain humble and grateful.”

To purchase tickets for any of the Sunday night
dramatic live readings in this series, please visit
www.necinc.org. Dilworth is also offering travel pack-
ages for those who would like to come see the plays.
Contact her at 202-352-4864.

Matching Students with Tutors
From Page 6

tutor, first year got all A’s, took algebra on-line in the
summer and this year is in pre-calc. He is a real suc-
cess story.”

Bert walks up to the desk. “O.K. Hang tight — is
anybody a physics guy?”

A table in the back is spread with construction
paper and scissors. “Today a few students are mak-
ing Valentines for the residents of Woodbine Nurs-
ing Home down the street.” A student asks Hetzer to
help with the message on her red heart. Hertzer as-
sists by sounding out the words. H-H-H is for Hope.
“We do a lot of community service projects as part of
the program.”

Hetzer has been with the BBF program for three

years. The first year she was a site director at T.C.
Williams.

The second year she was with the college leader-
ship program, an enrichment piece of BBL. Last year
she became interim director for the whole BBF pro-
gram and is now director. Before coming to BBF she
was a professional volunteer for 10 years. And be-
fore that a director of contracts for defense contrac-
tors. “I’ve done three chunks of stuff.”

She said there are some challenges: “Last Tuesday
was interesting. We had six more tutors than we
needed for the number of students, but today is the
opposite.” She looks around the room. Students are
bent over their work and everyone has found a tu-
tor.
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News

Local Educator Chosen as National Social Worker of the Year
From Page 1

Ana Bonilla-Galdamez with guid-
ance checklist for parents. Ethnic demographics of Alexandria Public Schools

Regional
English
Language
Learners
enroll-
ment

A sketch of Ana Bonilla-

Galdamez by a former

student.

“There’s an ideal of the United States,” said
Bonilla-Galdamez. “But when you get here,
it’s not what you were told.”

Bonilla-Galdamez said she internalized
the same anger many immigrants to the
United States feel. In her middle school and
high school experience, Bonilla-Galdamez
says she frequently ran into trouble, skip-
ping classes and sometimes getting into
fights. According to Bonilla-Galdamez,
many young immigrants in Alexandria’s
public schools face similar difficulties ad-
justing to life in culturally unfamiliar
schools.

According to the proposed 2016 school
budget, 28.3 percent of students in Alexan-
dria Public Schools receive English Lan-
guage Learner’s services, the largest of any
school division in Northern Virginia.
Alexandria’s school culture can be as iso-
lating as it is diverse, and Bonilla-Galdamez
said this sense of isolation from their peers
drives many young immigrants towards
gangs.

“Kids want to feel like a part of some-
thing,” said Bonilla-Galdamez.

Bonilla-Galdamez’s solution was to bring
students at the Minnie Howard campus of
T.C Williams High School together in after-
school programs to help them identify a
passion. For instance, one student ran into
trouble with law enforcement for graffiti.
Instead of punishing that habit, Bonilla-
Galdamez said the key is to focus that into
something productive, like getting them
involved in making the art for school events.
Another student ran into trouble for fight-
ing, he was an enforcer for one of the school
gangs, so she made him in charge of peace-
fully making sure everyone came to the
school assemblies.

“These tasks make them feel important,”
said Bonilla-Galdamez. “If you can find their
passion, you can get them into something
positive.”

However, four years ago, Bonilla-
Galdamez said she was continually frus-
trated when she’d encounter students who
were entering 9th grade and were already
deep into gang culture. Bonilla-Galdamez
moved to Charles Barrett Elementary and
continued her after-school work, pushing
students towards social integration.

Bonilla-Galdamez was also responsible
for a mentorship program to help expose
students to career opportunities. The orga-
nizations started with 12 mentors, and to-
day has 52. The program pairs students with
adult mentors, many from education or law
enforcement. Recent trips included a visit
to Motley Fool’s Alexandria headquarters
to participate in a physics experiment and
to tour the office. The program also takes
students to college, even at an elementary
school age, so they can be exposed to that
as a possibility.

“We don’t have a lot of financial support,”
said Bonilla-Galdamez. “It’s a good pro-
gram, it works, but it would be great to have
more funding for things like that, or like a
bus trip to Georgetown.”

“The mentoring program, parent support
groups and other initiatives that Ms.
Bonilla-Galdamez has brought to our school
has allowed us to better support the needs
of our students outside of school,” said Seth
Kennard, principal of Charles Barrett El-
ementary. “We have been able to develop
closer relationships with all members of our
school community as well as with city agen-
cies like the police department and sheriff’s
office. As a result of her work our students
are may able to come to school ready to

learn, and parents are more comfortable
working with teachers and staff to support
their children.”

Bonilla-Galdamez’s emphasis on exposure
to college was one of the primary factors in
Cavozos’ decision to attend a four-year uni-
versity. Cavozos was in 9th grade when she
met Bonilla-Galdamez. Cavozos came from
a single family household and says her fam-
ily was basically homeless and
Cavozos was taken out of the
school system. Bonilla-
Galdamez fought to get
Cavozos back into school and
told her just to focus on
grades, not to worry about
the rest of it. As Bonilla-
Galdamez continued
helping her, Cavozos
turned around and tried
to repay her debt by
helping to tutor
younger children.
While in high school,
Cavozos says
Bonilla-Galdamez
came into one of
her classes and
pulled her out to
ask her about
plans for the fu-
ture. Bonilla-Galdamez
encouraged Cavozos to attend a
four-year college, and eventually convinced
her to attend Northern Virginia Community
College (NOVA) after she graduated from
T.C. Williams. Cavozos says Bonilla-
Galdamez is the reason she graduated high
school.

After Cavozos transferred from NOVA to
the University of Virginia (UVA), Cavozos
said she began questioning her future. She
knew her family also needed her support
at home and considered dropping out, but
Bonilla-Galdamez visited her at UVA and
made sure Cavozos understood the impor-
tance of staying in school. Cavozos was the
first in her family to graduate from high
school and will soon be the first to gradu-
ate from college.

But Bonilla-Galdamez says the responsi-

bility of getting children invested in educa-
tion can’t rest with social workers alone.

“Our job is not to be the [student’s] sav-
ior, parents make the difference,” said
Bonilla-Galdamez, but said schools’ han-
dling of parental involvement can be a hin-
drance. “We need to educate parents and
make them form relationships with their
children. Parents have to set rules with posi-
tive and negative consequences .… Parents
want to be involved, but they need after-

noon programs or morning pro-
grams.”

Bonilla-Galdamez
also expressed a

hope that PTAs,
rather than just ad-

dressing the general
school population,

could have branches
that would address the

needs of individual com-
munities. According to

Bonilla-Galdamez, many
parents, especially minority

parents, can feel that their
voices are lost in the school-

wide discussions.
Social workers in public

schools face a few ethical dilem-
mas.

First, Bonilla-Galdamez says
she has to speak with students

about confidentiality, and to make
sure they know that anything they say that
could put someone in danger is not confi-
dential. Bonilla-Galdamez says she’s some-
times had to testify in court about some-
thing a student said, but she said most stu-
dents she encounters in these situations un-
derstand that she’s just doing her job.

“The dichotomy between being a trusted
resource for students and families while si-
multaneously enforcing attendance policies
and neglect investigations is certainly a
challenge for anyone,” said Kennard. “Ana
is able to be highly effective at both through
her relationship building and presence.”

The awards ceremony will be held Thurs-
day, April 30, from 6-8:30 p.m. at the Omni
Shoreham Hotel in Washington, D.C.
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City of Alexandria
FISCAL YEAR 2016 PROPOSED BUDGET

T
hree members of the T.C.
Williams gymnastics team
received the opportunity

to compete in the VHSL individual
state meet as alternates on March
8 at Patriot High School.

Grace Girard (beam), Cailyn
Lager (vault, beam) and Jordan
Mambert (bars) competed at
states Sunday. Girard had the best
finish of the trio, tying for 13th on
beam with a score of 9.125.

“I found out I had a spot to com-
pete about two weeks ago,” Girard
wrote in an email. “I was surprised
and slightly overwhelmed at first
because I had stopped practicing
my high school [beam] routine
(which is different from my club
routine) since I thought the sea-
son was over. However, I was still
very excited and honored that I
was given the chance to compete
and represent T.C.

“I was very proud of my beam
routine … I am happy with what I
did.”

Lager finished 19th on vault
(9.3) and tied for 30th on beam
(8.525). Mambert finished 31st on
bars (8.4).

Fairfax senior Rachel Barborek
won the all-around title with a
score of 38.7, including first-place

finishes on bars, beam and floor.
Barborek became the second
Fairfax County gymnast to win the
all-around state title since 2002,
and the first since 2010.

Hickory’s Haley Cole finished
second in the all-around (38.3),
including a first-place finish on
vault. Marshall’s Morgan Stahl
placed third in the all-around
(37.625), Cox’s Mary Munitz was
fourth (37.35) and Washington-
Lee’s Sophie Hatcher placed fifth
(37.325).

Girard and Mambert are seniors
and competed for T.C. Williams for
the final time. Lager is a sopho-
more.

During her freshman year,
Girard was the only member of the
Titans gymnastics team. In the
next two years, three of Girard’s
club (Arlington Aerials) team-
mates joined Girard in competing
in high school gymnastics, giving
T.C. Williams a complete team for
the first time since the early 1980s.
The Titans responded by winning
the 2014 Conference 7 champion-
ship, led by then-senior Holland
Cathey.

“The moment I will remember

TC Trio Competes at
State Gymnastics Meet

T.C. Williams senior Grace Girard tied for 13th on beam
with a score of 9.125 during the VHSL individual state
meet on March 8 at Patriot High School.

Sports

See Trio,  Page 24
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Since 1991
703-863-7567

1502 B, Mt. Vernon Ave., Delray, Alexandria 22301

Storage Sheds
by Keith Cross

• All forms of carpentry Rough & Finish
• Built to order Bookcases, shelves and

cabinets, sheds and picnic tables
• Loads of Local References

CARPENTRY CARPENTRY

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

                    Mulching.

Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, complete

remodeling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-3205 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

 Mulching & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

TAKE NOTICE

Notice for Proposed Precinct and Polling Place Changes: 
Charles Houston Recreation Center (new precinct and polling 
place) and replacing the St. James Church polling place with 
the Hermitage.

On March 14, 2014, at 9:30 a.m., the Alexandria City Council 
will hold a public hearing in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 
301 King Street, to consider an ordinance to make two precinct 
changes effective with the June 9, 2015 Primary Election. The 
first change would establish Charles Houston Recreation Cen-
ter (905 Wythe St.) as a new precinct and polling place and the 
second change would replace the St. James Church (5000 
Echols Avenue) polling place with the Hermitage (5000 Fair-
banks Ave).

A copy of the full text of the ordinance and a map with the pro-
posed changes is on file with the City Clerk and Clerk of Coun-
cil, Room 2300, City Hall, 301 King Street. This notice is adver-
tised pursuant to Va. Code Sec. 24-2.306.

For information, please call (703) 746-4550.

Jacqueline M. Henderson
City Clerk and Clerk of Council

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

ClassifiedClassifiedIn All-Star Game

Photo contributed

Bishop Ireton Ice
Hockey captain
Ryan Scott

Sports

T
he T.C. Williams boys’ indoor track
team won the state championship
on Monday and Tuesday at the Boo

Williams Sportsplex in Hampton.
The Titans produced a score of 70, fol-

lowed by Western Branch (58), Grassfield
(57) and Lake Braddock (51).

TC’s Noah Lyles and Josephus Lyles
placed first and second, respectively, in the
55-meter dash, finishing with times of 6.27
and 6.28 seconds.

Noah Lyles also won the 300 state title
(33.93) and Josephus Lyles won the 500
(1:04.6).

The T.C. Williams boys’ 4x400 relay team
(Mahlique Booth, Josephus Lyles, Isaih
Clarke, Noah Lyles) also won a state title,
turning in a time of 3:23.65.

Anteneh Girma finished runner-up in the
3200 (9:28.75) for the Titans. Booth fin-
ished second in the long jump (22-8).

The T.C. Williams girls’ team placed fifth
with a score of 29, Western Branch won the
state title with a score of 130.

TC’s Alexus Foreman won the state shot
put title with a throw of 41-11 1/2.

TC Boys Track
Wins States

From Page 23

most is from [the Conference 7 meet in]
2014,” Girard wrote. “The anticipation of
hearing our name, TC Williams, announced
as the first-place team was exhilarating. I
will never forget the excitement, joy, and
pride that had grown since the beginning
of my high school career.”

The individual state meet was originally
scheduled for Feb. 21, but was postponed three
times due to inclement weather concerns.

Trio Competes

Senior Ice Hockey
Captain, Ryan Scott,
represented the
Bishop Ireton Cardi-
nals at the 2015
Northern Virginia
Scholastic Hockey
League (NVSHL) All-
Star Game on Feb. 18
at the Ashburn Ice
House. He was se-
lected by the league
coaches as the sole
Cardinal at the game
which featured the
46 best high school
hockey players from
the 21 teams in the
league across North-
ern Virginia. Ryan
earned his spot in the
game by finishing 3rd overall in league scoring
with 21 goals and 19 assists for 40 points in 10
regular season games. Ryan also participated in last
year’s All-Star game along with then fellow Ireton
teammate, Stephen Gerke.

The Bishop Ireton Ice Hockey team finished the
season with a 3-7 record but were within one win
in their last game of a playoff berth.

Ryan also played his travel hockey for the North-
ern Virginia Ice Dogs, which plays out of the Mt.
Vernon Rec center, culminating last season with a
Bronze medal at the 2014 USA Hockey National
Championships.
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Notice of Public Hearing

The Alexandria Community Services Board is holding a public 
hearing to receive comment on the needs of Alexandrians with 
mental illness, intellectual disability or a substance dependen-
cy, and on the proposed Plan of Services (Performance Con-
tract), available at www.alexandriava.gov/dchs. The hearing 
will be Thursday, April 2 at 6:30 p.m. at 720 North Saint Asaph 
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.  To sign up to speak or to send 
comments, call 703.746.3523 or email Donielle Marshall. 
Comments can also be faxed to 703.838.5070.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

Hon’ble Civil Judge Senior Division Pune at Pune
Maharashtra State (Modak Court)

Mr. Ramsinh Khimji Asher - Applicant

Notice is given hereby under the Indian succession Act 1956 
section 372 to court about the deceased Shigeko Mori Asher 
who died on 21/11/2012 to get the succession certificate for 
Rs. 45,18,398.76

Who have any objection to the application he/she can appear 
before the court on the date 31/3/2015 at about 11:00 am self 
or through their counsilor. 

Date 7/3/2015   By order Superintendent, Civil Court, Pune 
(Maharashtra State)

21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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Norfolk, VA

Robert Daniel Kelly (66) passed away peacefully on 
February 28, 2015, surrounded by his wife and children at The 
Memory Center in Virginia Beach, VA. He was born in Mem-
phis, TN, the son of Captain John Curtis Kelly (USN) and Betty 
Brown Kelly. Bob attended George Mason High School in Falls 
Church and graduated from George Washington High School 
(Class of 1966) in Alexandria. He graduated from Hampden 
Sydney College in 1970 and received his MS from American 
University in 1976. Following graduation from Hampden Syd-
ney, Bob joined the Arlington County Police Force, rising from 
motorcycle officer to Detective. He was well known for playing 
basketball and football in the Arlington County Recreation De-
partment league and also amateur boxing – advancing to run-
ner-up in the Heavyweight Division in the Golden Gloves. He 
also served in the 116th Infantry Regiment of the Virginia Army 
National Guard in Manassas, VA.   He was an entrepreneur 
and established LynMar Construction Company and, later, 
Summit Consulting Services. Indicators of his impact can be 
found throughout the DC area, including the original Pentagon 
Child Care Center. Born into an aviator’s family, Bob earned 
his private pilot’s license. Volunteer time was spent with the 
Rotary Club and the Old Dominion Boat Club of Alexandria. 
Upon his move to the Norfolk area in 2008, he joined the Rota-
ry Club of Norfolk. Bob is survived by his high school sweet-
heart and wife of 47 years, Marie “Sis” Patrick Kelly of Norfolk, 
his children Robert “Rob” Daniel Kelly, Jr. (Lisa),Kathleen Kelly 
Sharp (Kevin) and Patrick Curtis Kelly (Shannon) and 9 grand-
children (Colin, Emma, Nolan, Sarah, Kelly, Curt, Hank, John 
and Joseph).  While he was predeceased by his beloved pa-
rents and sister, Kathy, and he is also survived by his siblings 
Michael, Jerry, Tom and Tish. His children, grandchildren, 14 
nieces and nephews and 12 grandnieces and nephews will al-
ways cherish the memories, pictures and stories that will keep 
his spirit alive. Bob Kelly is considered by many to be the gold 
standard for his fierce love of family, staunch work ethic and 
deep friendships. A funeral mass will be held at 12:00pm on 
March 13, 2015 at The Basilica of St Mary of the Immaculate 
Conception, 232 Chapel Street, Norfolk, Virginia. In lieu of 
flowers, the family requests donations be made to the Cure 
Alzheimer’s Fund (Alzheimer’s Disease Research Foundation) 
34 Washington St., #200, Wellesley Hills, MA 02481  or via 
their website at www.curealz.org. Please share your condolen-
ces with the family at www.FamilyChoiceFunerals.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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Public Hearing will be held by the City Council of the City of 
Alexandria, Virginia, in the Council Chambers, City Hall, City of 
Alexandria, Virginia, on Saturday, March 14, 2015, at 9:30 
a.m., or as soon as may be heard on the hereinafter described 
items.
******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Section 2-2-10 (ES-
TABLISHMENT OF ELECTION DISTRICTS AND VOTING 
PLACES) by changing the St. James Church Election District 
to the Hermitage Election District and establishing the Charles 
Houston Election District for the June 9, 2015 primary and 
thereafter.

As a result of redevelopment, St. James will no longer be avail-
able as a polling place, and the Electoral Board has secured 
permission to return to the Hermitage, which has served as a 
polling place in the past.  A new precinct in the Charles Hous-
ton area is critical to accommodate current voters and absorb 
future growth resulting from new development near the Brad-
dock Metro, and redevelopment of several existing properties.

******
AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Title 10 (MOTOR VE-
HICLES AND TRAFFIC), Chapter 4 (STOPPING, STANDING 
AND PARKING) of the Code of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 
1981, as amended.

The proposed ordinance: (1) repeals the prohibition against 
displaying a vehicle for purposes of sale within the public right-
of-way; and (2) renumbers the remaining sections.

******
AN ORDINANCE of the City Council of the City of Alexandria, 
Virginia authorizing the Issuance of General Obligation Bonds 
in the estimated maximum amount of $29,000,000; and provid-
ing for reimbursement to the City of Alexandria from bond pro-
ceeds.

The proposed ordinance authorized the issuance of general 
obligation bonds for various city and school capital projects in 
the estimated maximum amount of $29,000,000.
******

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT AMENDMENTS OR ADDI-
TIONS MAY BE MADE TO PROPOSED ORDINANCES 
WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION.  IT IS RECOMMENDED 
THAT PERSONS INTERESTED IN ANY OF THESE ORDI-
NANCES OBTAIN FREE FULL-TEXT COPIES FROM THE 
CITY CLERK AT CITY HALL.  JACKIE M. HENDERSON, 
MMC, CITY CLERK

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

10 Storage

Wanted:
Garage to rent

for storage of an 
Antique/

Classic car.

Contact David 
703-765-8983 or 

speedwilson@cox.net

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Adey Abeba, Inc trading as 
Tsedey Restaurant, 672 S. 
Pickett St. Alexandria, VA 

22304. The above establish-
ment is applying to the 

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine 
and Beer/Mixed Beverage 
Restaurant on Premises 

license to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. Seifu 

Tessema. President
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 

submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 

date of the first of two required 
legal notices. Objections 
should be registered at 
www.abc.virginia.gov or 

800-552-3200.

21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of 
section 4-1-16 of the code of 

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department 
located at 3600 Wheeler Ave-
nue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 

now in possession of un-
claimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, 

scooters, and other items. All 
persons having valid claim to 

the property should file a claim 
to the property with reasona-
ble proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, 
converted or donated. For a 

complete listing go to 
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Proper-
ty Section at (703) 746-6709.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME 
JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 

PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.
Schefer Antiques

703-241-0790
theschefers@cox.net

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

**EARN EXTRA INCOME**
SEASONAL/PART-TIME

Garden Center Merchandiser
Bell Nursery, a nationally re-cognized 

grower/ vendor is looking for hardwork-
ing people to stock our products at a 

garden center near you. Must be flexible 
for weekend work. For job descriptions 

and locations go to: 
www.bellnursery.com/careers

Join the team of professionals
at a busy, progressive eye care practice 

in Burke, VA. Requires excellent 
communication skills, ability to multi-

task, attentive to details and work with a 
large volume of patients. Duties include 
answering phones, checking in patients, 
and assisting doctors. Experience with 

multi-functional databases required 
with billing and insurance a plus, 
(training available). Availability is 

Monday through Friday with additional 
Saturdays. Please fax your resume with a 
cover letter to 703-451-9291 or email to 

business@virginiaeyecare.com.

Technogen, Inc. (formerly Syscom 
Technologies Inc) has openings for the positions:

Software Engineer (Teh 215) w/Master’s in Engg (any), Comp. Sci, Comp Apps, Tech-
nology or rltd to work on design, dvlp, implement, maintain & test business functions & 
web apps. Dvlp, create & modify general comp apps.  
Senior Software Engineer (Teh 216) w/Bachelor’s in Com Sci, Analytical Sci (any), Engg 
(any), Techno. or rltd & 5 yrs of exp. to work in web & mainframe software. Dvlp, im-
plement apps, solutions. Dvlp program, project & bus knowledge, Implementing result-
ing solutions to meet contract deliverables. 
Senior Software Engineer/.Net (Teh 217) w/Bachelor’s Comp. Sci., Analytical Sci.(any), 
Engg (any), Techn. or rltd &  5 yrs of rel. exp. to design & dvlp. (MVC) web apps from 
the reqmts identified & documented. Code automated test scripts using .Net test frame-
work. Perform app analysis, design, dvlp, code, debug, test, deploy & support QA & 
Production environments using Oracle techs like Java, JSP, Java Beans, PL/SQL, etc., 
& Microsoft techs like ASP.Net, ADO.Net, SQL Server Integration Services, etc.
Software Engineer/.Net (Teh 218) w/Master’s in Com. Apps, Comp. Sci., Engg (any), 
Techn. or rltd & 1 yr of exp to design, dvlp, implement various web apps & SQL Server 
dvlpmt using SQL Server, ASP.Net, C#, AJAX Pro, AJAX.NET, XML, Web services, Vis-
ual Studio.NET, ADO.NET, Share Point Services, JavaScript, VB Script, IIS & XML. 
Perform SQL server admin tasks & write stored procedures, Triggers, Users defined 
function & fine tuning. 
Senior Software Engineer/Java (Teh 219) w/Bachelor’s in Comp Sci, Analytical Sci 
(any), Engg (any), Tech or rltd & 5 yrs of exp to perform software installations & up-
grades to JAVA, J2EE app servers running on diff operating sys (LINUX, UNIX and 
Windows). Supports the J2EE app servers WebLogic, JBoss &  Oracle Appl. server 
(OAS). Monitors & tunes the sys using mentoring tools to achieve optimum perf levels. 
Recommend changes to procedures which result in operational optimization.   
SAP BW/ BEX Developer (Teh 220) w/Master’s in Comp Apps, Comp Sci, Engg (any), 
Tech or rltd &1 yr of exp to lead all aspects of delivery of reporting solutions including 
bus reqmts, analysis, solution design, sys config & dvlpmt, testing, & solution deploy-
ment. Create reports using BEx Query Designer, BEx Report Designer, BEx Web Appli-
cation Designer. Config & programming in the SAP BW environment, including testing 
& implementation. Publish & maintain BI reports on SAP Portal.
IT Project Manager (Teh 221) w/Master’s in Comp Science, Engg (any), Tech or rltd & 1 
yr of exp to plan, initiate, & mng IT projects.  Mng project execution to ensure adher-
ence to budget, schedule &  scope. Bus req gathering, app design, data modeling, 
dvlpmt, implementation & testing of client/server app.
Work location is Chantilly, VA with required travel to client locations throughout USA. 
Please mail resumes to Technogen, Inc.  4229 Lafayette Center Drive, Suite #1880, 
Chantilly, VA 20151 or Fax to 703-668-0714.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6 ....................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ....................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES

Zones 1, 5, 6 ....................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ....................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

From Page 15

News

Inside the Police Academy
“The use of computers in cars has really

grown,” said Fitzpatrick, “and social media
has really come to the forefront, and we
still grapple with how to address that …
It’s good as far as getting information out
… but rumors are generated and that’s not
always a good thing for everyone con-
cerned.”

Fitzpatrick says the authority of being in
law enforcement comes with a great degree
of accountability.

“Once you put the uniform and the name-
plate on, you are accountable, and every-
thing you do should be legal and ethical,”
said Fitzpatrick. “What we preach is that
you should be transparent and you should
expect to justify what you do .… We should
be held more accountable that any other
operation .… The days of withholding in-
formation or not providing a full account
of a situation are long gone, and they should
be.”

This theme of transparency, however, is
not universal.

Fairfax County Police Department has
continually refused to release any informa-
tion on the 2013 shooting of Springfield
resident John Greer. Fitzpatrick said he
didn’t want to comment directly on the case
as he didn’t know the specifics and said
there are often legal and personnel issues
associated with releasing the names of po-
lice officers involved in a fatal shooting.

“I understand the point of view of the fam-
ily,” said Fitzpatrick, “that is a very difficult
situation for everybody involved.”

According to Fitzpatrick, diffusing a situ-
ation can start off as simply as saying “I
understand why you’re angry.”

“The main thing is: if you can take the
time to explain to people why you did some-

thing, for the most part, they’re going to
calm down,” said Fitzpatrick. “The key is
taking that time to do that.”

But it takes a conscious effort; one
Fitzpatrick says he struggled with as a po-
lice officer.

“Everyone has a different personality,
some people have a quicker fuse,” said
Ftizpatrick. “I had a bad temper and had to
make an effort to maintain composure.”

Leger said maintaining patience and fo-
cus are two key elements to working in the
detention facility, two he still struggles with
sometimes.

“It’s easy to fall into a routine,” said Leger,
“but you have to constantly remember
where you are and remain professional.”

As soon as a deputy loses confidence,
Leger says, the inmates take notice. One of
the most consistent strains on that patience
and focus are what Leger calls the “constant
mind games” played by the inmates.

“It’s expected,” said Leger, saying that the
sheriff ’s part of training at the academy
helps young law enforcement officers learn
how to deal with this. “Most of it’s people
looking for extras. Not even what they need
or want, they just want to say that they got
it.”

Since Leger’s gotten back from the acad-
emy, he says his training at the academy
has changed his outlook on the facility.

“It’s the same routine, being here, but you
look at it differently,” said Leger. “You come
back with more confidence. Pre-academy
you’re still in the early stages of training.
Now there’s more responsibility, which I
welcome and I’ve been looking forward to.”

After he completes his last phase of field
training, Leger will be able to work at the
courthouse as well as other parts of the
detention facility.

Milestone for
Folk Music
To the Editor:

Focus Alexandria is one of the many arts
providers in Alexandria that fly under the
radar screen. Since 2002, Focus Alexandria
has been producing folk and acoustic mu-
sic shows in the city. This coming Saturday
night, Focus Alexandria will be presenting
its 100th show, featuring John Flynn and
Susan Greenbaum.

For the first 12 years in Alexandria, Fo-
cus Alexandria operated at the Church of
the Resurrection. Since this past fall, we
have been at the Church of St. Clement.
Focusmusic is an independent nonprofit
organization that operates three other ven-
ues in the D.C. metro area (in Falls Church,
Mount Vernon and Rockville). Its vision is
to provide affordable and accessible live folk
and acoustic music every night of the week.

Alexandria used to be a center of such
music, with The Tiffany Tavern and Cates
hosting that kind of music and with the
Birchmere, when it was located at 3901
Mount Vernon, regularly featuring it. The
Birchmere is a great club, but when it ex-

panded, it necessarily broadened the mu-
sic it books, and folk and acoustic music no
longer fills their schedule.

Focusmusic stepped in to fill that void and
keep the historic role of Alexandria as a
center for folk and acoustic music.

This Saturday’s performers are among the
best on the east coast. Susan Greenbaum’s
song Virginia the Home of my Heart was
considered by the Virginia General Assem-
bly to be the state song. This Richmond-
based performer’s music is receiving signifi-
cant national airplay on Americana, folk and
country stations. Wilmington (Del.)-based
John Flynn’s songs call us together as they
speak for the wounded, the weary, and the
afflicted; for the prisoner, the soldier, and
all the forgotten ones who walk unseen in
our midst. He carries on the traditions of
Pete Seeger and Phil Ochs.

The Alexandria City Council has been in-
vited to share in this milestone and so far,
Councilman John Chapman has positively
RSVP’d. Join us at 7 p.m. to help us cel-
ebrate this milestone.Tickets and  more in-
formation are at http://focusmusic.org/
venue_alexandria.php.

Herb Cooper-Levy
Alexandria

Letter to the Editor
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.
ServiceCenters

Keep Your Toyota
a Toyota Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

703-684-0700 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

Make your next service appointment at:

alexandriatoyota.com

28 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR

Great
Savings

Great
Security

Great
Service

Sales Hours: Mon – Fri: 9am – 9pm | Sat: 9am – 6pm | Sun: 12pm – 5pm 703-684-0700

Add Dealer Processing Fee of $599. $1,250 Cash Back from Toyota Motor Sales USA, Inc. available on new 2015 Prius.
Customers can receive cash back from Toyota or can apply to down payment. Excludes plug-in models. See dealer for
details. ToyotaCare covers normal factory scheduled service. Plan is 2 years or 25k miles, whichever comes first. The
new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet, or a livery/taxi vehicle. See participating Toyota dealer for
plan details. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. Roadside assistance does not include parts and fluids. Prius
plug-in hybrid comes with an extra year of roadside assistance, for a total of three (3) years from date of purchase.
Lease, APR and Cash Back offers may not be combined. See dealer for details. Offers expire 3/31/2015.

Add Dealer Processing Fee of $599. 0.9% APR financing up to 60 months available to qualified buyers thru Toyota Financial
Services. Total financed cannot exceed MSRP plus options, tax and license fees. 60 monthly payments of $17.05 for each
$1,000 borrowed. Not all buyers will qualify. ToyotaCare covers normal factory scheduled service. Plan is 2 years or 25k
miles, whichever comes first. The new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet, or a livery/taxi vehicle. See par-
ticipating Toyota dealer for plan details. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. Roadside assistance does not include
parts and fluids. Prius plug-in hybrid comes with an extra year of roadside assistance, for a total of three (3) years from date
of purchase. Lease, APR and Cash Back offers may not be combined. See dealer for details. Offers expire 3/31/2015.

*Covers normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or 25K miles, whichever comes first. See Toyota dealer for details and exclusions. Valid only in the Continental U.S. and Alaska.
**Roadside Assistance does not include parts and fluids. Valid only in the Continental United States and Alaska. 1-800-444-4195.

ToyotaCare
No Cost Service & Roadside

Peace of mind with every new vehicle.
Receive a no-cost maintenance plan*

and roadside assistance** with the purchase
or lease of every new Toyota. For two years or 25,000 miles,

whichever comes first, you and your new Toyota will be covered.

Finance a New 2015
Corolla LE Auto at 0.9%

APR for 60 months.
New 2015 Prius Liftback

$1,250 Cash Back
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Photo courtesy of Kettler

Luxury apartment communities like the Gramercy at Metropolitan Park
in Arlington offer easy access to public transportation and close proxim-
ity to restaurants and shops.

By Marilyn Campbell

The Gazette Packet

A
fter a long, hard day at work, Jor-
dan Coleman comes home to a
large apartment with modern
amenities, including a 24-hour

concierge, ample living space, a state–of-
the-art fitness center and a pool. The apart-
ment features high-end appliances and fin-
ishes as well as an open, flowing layout and
large walk-in closets. Coleman – a lawyer
and Capitol Hill staffer – shares the pricey
rent with a friend. The complex is owned
by Avalon, which has properties in Arling-
ton, Fairfax, Herndon, Falls Church, Tysons
Corner and Vienna, Virginia, as well as
Bethesda, Maryland, and Washington.

The demand for high-end apartments in
the Washington, D.C., area is high, with
rents soaring over the $7,000 mark. There
are some who say the luxurious living
spaces and carefree lifestyles are worth the
extra money.

“There are two kinds of people who would
be inclined to spend that kind of money in

Renters want resort-like amenities and
access to transportation.

Luxury Apartments Popping Up
HomeLifeStyle

the luxury rental market,” said David
Freishtat, who teaches in the Masters in Real
Estate Development program at the Univer-
sity of Maryland and practices law in
Potomac, Md. “First there are fairly success-
ful, young people who buddy up and share
an apartment with two or three friends.
They can afford to spend 35-40 percent of
take home pay in housing. They don’t spend
much on food because they don’t have a
family to feed,” he said.

“Empty-nesters who’ve sold their homes
and decided to downsize are also inclined
to rent high-end apartments. If they bought
their house 20-30 years ago and sold it re-
cently, they’re flush with cash,” said
Freishtat. “They might be looking to buy a
house in Florida or Arizona where there’s
no income tax, but for the year and a half
until they make that decision they’re going
to live in a nice apartment because they’ve
always lived in a nice house so they’re
adaptable to those kinds of apartments.”

“The trade off in these buildings is that
they are in great neighborhoods,” said
Coleman. “They’re new construction and

the layout is like you’re living in the sub-
urbs, but with the convenience of living in
the city. There are kitchens, bathrooms, liv-
ing spaces are fluid and the closets are ri-
diculously large.”

ONE OF THOSE NEIGHBORHOODS is
Reston Town Center in Reston, Va., with
restaurants and shops and public transpor-

See Northern Virginia,  Page 3
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Easy access to public transportation and close proximity to restaurants and shops attract residents to luxury
apartments communities like The Harrison at Reston Town Center in Reston.

HomeLifeStyle

cyber café, a fitness center, bike trails,
barbeque and picnic areas and a spacious
club house where people can hang out.

Proximity to transportation is another
bonus, said Jeremy Feldman of Bent Tree.
“You have the Fairfax Connector and we’re
near the Metro.”

Luxury apartments that offer residents
access to public transportation are doing
well. Twenty percent of the units in The
Harrison have already been rented, even
before its grand opening.

All Over Northern Virginia
From Page 2

tation. A new, luxury apartment building
will has 360 apartments with easy access
to such a lifestyle.

The Harrison at Reston Town Center is now
open, promising 28,000 square feet of luxury,
resort-style living, and an easy trip to down-
town Washington, D.C. for work or play.

At The Harrison, where rent runs from
just under $2,000 to as high as $6,650 a
month, residents are offered such ameni-
ties as a culinary demonstration kitchen; a
private dining room for wine tastings; a
gaming area that offers pool, shuffleboard,
chess, and card tables, a massage room, a
spin studio and a 24-hour gym with state-
of-the-art equipment. The pet-friendly prop-
erty even caters to four-legged friends with
a dog park and pet spa.

“People now want to simplify their lives,”
said Karen A. Kossow, Vice President of
Marketing, Community Realty Company,
Inc. which provides leasing and manage-
ment services for The Harrison. “They want
an opportunity for a healthy and enriched
lifestyle. For example, with the fitness cen-
ter and lounge area, there are opportuni-
ties for socialization. You can keep youf pet
here, and there’s even a place to walk your
dog or give it a shower. If you work from
home there are offices with a printer and
fax and conference rooms where you can
hold a meeting. These things just make your
life easier and simpler and give you more
time to enjoy life.”

Also at Reston Town Center is The Met-
ropolitan, owned by Kettler, a real estate
development firm based in McLean, Va., and
which manages apartments
throughout Northern Virginia.
Residents at some of the firm’s
properties pay more than $7,000
a month for features such as 17-
foot ceilings, floor-to-ceiling win-
dows, wood flooring and ceramic
tile bathrooms.

Kettler is also putting the fin-
ishing touches on The Acadia, a
411-unit, high-rise luxury apart-
ment building in the Metropoli-
tan Park section of Arlington, Va.,
and plans to begin leasing units
this spring. In October, the firm
will begin construction on m.flats
Crystal City. It will beKettler’s
sixth property in the Pentagon-
Crystal City neighborhood in Ar-
lington.

“Our m.flats apartments are
meeting a growing demand for
living spaces within walking dis-
tance of work, shops and enter-
tainment,” Robert C. Kettler,
chairman and chief executive of-
ficer of Kettler, said in a state-
ment. “Many young people are
forming families later in life. As
a result, they not only want to enjoy the
vibrancy of city life, but live in an apart-
ment that has many conveniences and

Photo courtesy of Kettler

Luxury apartment communities like Midtown Alexandria Station offer amenities
that help simplify life for busy professionals and empty nesters alike.

amenities.”
At Bent Tree in Centreville, Va., managed

by Lincoln Property Company, high-end

units include cathedral ceilings, walk-in
closets, lighted tennis courts, racquetball
courts, a resort-style swimming pool, a

HomeLifeStyle
is produced by

Connection Newspapers

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Local Media Connection LLC

For more information,

call 703-778-9431 or email

sales@connectionnewspapers.com

Gazette Packet
Alexandria
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Photo by Donna Moulton

The self-drive garden tour in
Fairfax Station and Clifton in
Fairfax County features four
private homes with gardens
and two stables in all.

Clifton and
Fairfax Station,
Tuesday, April 21

Wooded hills, wildlife and elegant
equestrian estates describe Clifton-Fairfax
Station. The Clifton Historic District,
registered as a Virginia Historic Landmark,
was a Civil War railroad stop and is filled
with shops, memorable restaurants and
restored homes. Clara Barton, founder of
the American Red Cross, tended to soldiers
after the Battle of Second Manassas at St.
Mary’s Church and the historic Fairfax
Station, now a Railroad Museum.

Advance Ticket Sales: $30
www.vagardenweek.org.

HomeLifeStyle

O
ld Town Alexandria was in
1946 the third city in the
country to create a historic
district to preserve its down-

town. Today it has 4,000 buildings with a
historic designation, according to the gar-
den tour information.

The Virginia Historic Garden Tour on
April 18 is a walking tour in Old Town in-
cluding five row houses with courtyard gar-
dens in this preserved area, and refresh-
ments at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.

In addition to the private properties fea-
tured, the tour ticket allows access to The
Carlyle House Historic Park, Lee- Fendall
House Museum and Garden, George
Mason’s Gunston Hall and George
Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate and
Gardens. The tour is hosted by The Garden
Club of Alexandria and Hunting Creek Gar-
den Club.

The Virginia Historic Garden Tour is an
8-day event that stretches across the Com-
monwealth. Each spring visitors are wel-
comed to over 250 of Virginia’s most beau-
tiful gardens, homes and historic land-
marks. This event provides the opportunity
to see unforgettable gardens at the peak of
Virginia’s springtime color, as well as beau-
tiful houses sparkling with more than 2,000
flower arrangements created by Garden
Club of Virginia members.

Tour proceeds fund the restoration and
preservation of Virginia’s historic gardens,
and provide graduate level research fellow-
ships for building comprehensive and on-
going records of historic gardens and land-
scapes in the Commonwealth, and support
the mission of the Garden Club of Virginia.

For a complete list of tours, see
www.vagardenweek.org

All descriptions from Virginia Historic
Garden Week.

213 South Royal Street
This Federal-style house was probably

built by Thomas Davy, a merchant, around
1834. The house has a more modest his-
tory than many of its regal neighbors on
Royal, Duke and Prince Streets, though its
rooms are rich with the history of the sail
makers, coopers, china merchants and other
tradesmen listed in the city’s 1850 census
as residing on the block. By 1850, two sepa-
rate families lived on the property: Davy,
his wife Susan and their daughter Louisa;
and James Lugenbille, a physician, his wife
Martha and their daughter Emma, as well
as Thomas Crook, an unmarried clerk. Well
into the 20th century, the house was still
used as a multi-family residence and fell
into disrepair. Previous owners undertook
major renovations in the 1990s and were
able to keep much of the original trim and

some of the original hardwood floors. The
garden is shaded by a magnificent red oak
that was planted soon after the Civil War
and is one of the largest trees in the area
today. Hydrangeas, camellias, rhododen-
dron, crepe myrtles and wisteria decorate
the garden and provide a special place for
small children to play. The current owners
(the wife is an interior designer) have added
artistic and youthful touches to the interior
while still maintaining its history.

212 Prince Street, Garden Only.
Behind 212 Prince Street, the house on

the left side of the “Double Dwelling” at
212-214 Prince Street, is a lovely garden.
The current owners, who have lived at 212
for 12 years, completed an extensive reno-
vation of the rear garden in 2008, adding a
goldfish pond, a heated swimming pool
with a whirlpool on the side, and enlarging
the “pool house” in the back corner of the
lot. Originally built as one of the first rental
properties in Alexandria, the house was
transferred to the daughter of the original
builder, William Hartshorne, in 1794. She
was married to Mordecai Miller, a prosper-
ous Quaker merchant, who leased the prop-
erty to a commercial bakery in 1811. When
renovating the pool house at the back of
the lot, the current owners uncovered a
brick-lined cistern under the house, which
appears to have been used as the oven for
the bakery. The curved edge of the cistern
is visible outside the pool house.

214 Prince Street
The lot was first purchased by William

Hartshorne in 1774 upon his arrival in Al-
exandria from Philadelphia. After the Revo-
lutionary War, Hartshorne abandoned his
idea to build a personal residence there and
instead built an investment property for
merchants and renters in 1786. The home
(along with 212 Prince Street) is collectively
referred to as the “Double Dwelling House”

and was a single property until 1916. Origi-
nally Hartshorne designed the dwellings for
merchants and others who used the first
floor as shops or offices and lived with their
families above. Original hardwood floors
remain throughout the house. Sometime
before 1885, the first-floor central stairs
were relocated to the back of the existing
house beyond the current dining room.
There were additional fireplaces added in
the 1940s or 1950s. The current owners
have remodeled the kitchen and bathrooms,
added the backyard lap pool and finished
the attic space. In addition, they created an
intimate courtyard feeling with copper
planters atop the walls and urns on the
upper deck for year-round seasonal
plantings. Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Sopko

519 South Lee Street
Built around 1800 as a two-story frame

house by Alexander Veitch, the home was
sold to George Noble Lyles in 1803. The
original house had one bedroom and was
confined to the footprint of the existing liv-
ing room, kitchen and dining room areas.
The heavy brass lockset on the living room
closet is from the original entry door. A rear
addition was added by 1921. Additions
made in 1942 include the living room fire-
place, a kitchen and a screened porch. The
current owners completed extensive reno-
vations in 2006. The screened porch was
enclosed to become a dining room. Its Pal-
ladian arched windows echo the arches of
the former porch. A family room was added
to the side and the back garden was con-
verted into a walled courtyard. A focal point
of the patio is the unique wall plaque de-
picting John Tradescant (1608-1662), gar-
dener to King Charles II, who was famous
for bringing numerous plant species to En-
gland, including many from America. The
home enjoys a beautiful vista of the Lee
Street Park and Potomac River.

508 South Fairfax Street
This restored carriage house has an in-

teresting history. Its nucleus was built in
1801-07 as a horse stable. By 1852 it had
evolved into a handsome brick carriage
house of “fair dimension.” Remodeled in
1874, the building was owned by a wealthy
banker and his wife, a direct descendant of
Thomas Jefferson, and was further con-
verted to living quarters in 1848. At the
front gates a delightful scene unfolds, from
ornamental hornbeams along the left wall
to a front pergola draped with clematis.
Walk along the front path and into the en-
trance hall. The dining room is the center
of the house and the glass doors bring the
lush side garden inside. The living room
with its cozy fireplace looks out at the per-
gola. Beyond the kitchen is the original car-
riage house with a yellow-hued den and li-
brary beyond. Follow brick walkways
through gardens filled with spirea, autumn
fern, hellebores, peonies and heuchera. A
female goddess sculpture from Bali creates
a focal point in the midst of ferns. There is
a bronze Peter Beard sculpture on oak plinth
surrounded by perennial geraniums.

217 Gibbon Street
This historic residence, built in 1790, is

purported to be the home of Robert Fulton
while he secured a patent for his steamboat.
The brick, detached house still has the origi-
nal dentil moldings on the exterior. Other
historic features include the wide-wood
floors, interior moldings, window glass, and
the original mechanical doorbell, restored
by the current owners. Earlier owners added
the built-in cabinetry in the living room,
which includes antique art and furniture
inherited from the owner’s English family,
mixed with more contemporary furnishings.
The French doors at the back of the dining
room were installed in 1902. The doors are
said to be from the White House, reclaimed
after a renovation under President

Theodore Roosevelt. A British potting table
converted to a dining table and contempo-
rary compacted-paper art create a bright
and inviting dining experience. The reno-
vated kitchen has slate flooring and exposed
brick walls. The dining room and kitchen
both open onto a brick-walled garden with
climbing hydrangea, established crepe
myrtles and dogwoods, and plantings of
hellebores, azaleas, ferns and daffodils. The
garden’s rear gate exits on to an original
cobblestone alley.

Alexandria Celebrates Virginia Garden Week
213 South Royal Street 217 Gibbon Street 519 South Lee Street 508 South Fairfax Street

Details
Virginia Historic Garden Week celebration

comes to the Alexandria area April 18, 10 a.m.-4
p.m. $45 per person, $25 for single-site tickets.
Tickets may be purchased on tour day at any of
the homes and at the Alexandria Visitors Center.
Advance Tickets are $40 at the Alexandria
Visitors Center, 221 King St. or
www.vagardenweek.org. In conjunction with the
garden tour:

❖ Annual Garden Day Herb and Plant
Sale at The Carlyle House, 121 North Fairfax
Street. Culinary and decorative herbs and plants
from Mount Vernon and Layng and Company
available for purchase. Representatives from the

Master Gardeners of Northern Virginia, the
Virginia Native Plant Society, among others will
be on site to offer guidance. Wares by local
artisans and crafters, performances by area
musicians and living historians, and 18th-
century games and activities for children
throughout the day. Proceeds benefit Carlyle
House’s collections and Garden Guild.

❖ Marketplace at the Athenaeum, 201
Prince Street. Featuring hand-picked purveyors
selling beautiful and unique items. 10 a.m. to 4
p.m.

❖ St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 228 South
Pitt Street. Light refreshments served from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m.
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HomeLifeStyle

By John Byrd

I
t’s been a good year for Sun Design
Remodeling.

In January, the full-service design/
build remodeler won four “Contrac-

tor of the Year” awards from the Washing-
ton, D.C. chapter of the National Associa-
tion of the Remodeling Industry (NARI).
Then, in February, an already locally-hon-
ored gourmet kitchen was named category
best (“kitchen above $150k”) in the 10-state
southeastern region.

Winning projects include: a rear elevation
poolside recreation solution; a French
Country gourmet kitchen (the southeastern
regional winner); an open kitchen plan in
a traditional interior style; and a lower-level
build-out to designed for use by three gen-
erations.

French Country Kitchen Is Local
and Regional COTY winner: Resi-
dential Kitchen Over $120,000

For Dr. Rick Layfield and his wife Kelly
Layfield, the search for their dream kitchen
started shortly after they purchased their
3,700-square-foot, four-bedroom home in
Clifton eight years ago.

“The kitchen suite was a primary selling
point,” Kelly Layfield said of the 400-square-
foot room.

But she found the rear of the house dark
and dated. Sightlines to the children’s back-
yard play areas were not well-aligned. And
there was a visually obstructive bulkhead
over the primary food preparation zone.

Also, the pentagon-shaped food prepara-
tion island and dining counter wasn’t well
suited for in-kitchen dining. And the cor-
ner breakfast area was cramped — making
it hard to access a door to the back porch
which used to be a pathway to the family’s
outdoor grill.

Fortunately, Kelly Layfields’s first meet-
ing with designer John Benson was produc-
tive from the start. He proposed a rectan-
gular food preparation island with a gran-
ite surface, parallel with the two corners of
the cook’s work zones.

Benson also helped Layfield explore the
lighter, more textured hues she had been
seeking: marble subway tile wall covering;
surfaces in Granite Bianco Antico; white
cabinets with glass facings; and an oven
backsplash in a white quatrefoil tiling. The
coffers, likewise, are delineated in a white
and grey duotone.

“This is just the balance I was looking for,”
Layfield said. “It feels like home.”

Open Floorplan Defines Casual But
Elegant Kitchen
Residential Kitchen; $80k to
$120k; COTY Honorable Mention

Steve and Melynda Britt’s four-bedroom
colonial in Vienna offered considerable
charms when the couple purchased it 10
years ago.

There was a nicely finished library and
living room, a formal dining room and a
sizable family room in the back half of the
house with a 13-foot cathedral ceiling fram-
ing a lovely view of mature landscaping.

For Melynda Britt, the larger goal was a
kitchen footprint that offered an efficient
work space — integrated with the surround-
ing great room.

“Since the emphasis was on a more intel-
ligent use of limited square footage,” Sun
Design’s Durosko said, “we thought custom-
built-ins would help create better coordi-

nated work zones.”
Critiquing the kitchen now, Britt is

amazed at how much more effectively the
solution works on several fronts: The food
preparation island protects the cook’s work
triangle, and is positioned for easy service
to the family room; the beverage station,
an effective space divider, is accessible from
both the breakfast area and family room;
the coffee bar is situated between doors
leading to the dining room and the break-
fast room, out of the chef ’s way; the
kitchen’s mosaic tile flooring has been re-
placed by a refinished hardwood flooring.

“We can now comfortably entertain 20-
25 guests,” Britt said. “Better yet, the space
is really warm and comfortable.”

Finished Lower Level Offers Multi-
Gen Family Solution
COTY Honorable Mention

Eric Park and his wife Tina, both physi-
cians, were already quite busy 10 years ago
when they purchased a 3,400-square-foot
two-level neo-colonial in Falls Church.

“Our plan all along was to create a fam-
ily home,” Tina Park said. “We saw the lower
level eventually playing a part in our daily
lives, but were only using it for storage. It
wasn’t until my mother began regularly
helping us with the girls that we began look-
ing at the house more closely.”

At first Park’s mother, Kay, would stay in
the guest room, but gradually everyone
started looking at ways to increase avail-
able privacy.

It’s at this point that Sun Design Remod-
eling enters the story.

“A basement conversion is challenging,”
said Sun Design’s Liz Lee-Sint, who guided
the Park project from concept to comple-
tion, “especially when it’s going to be
mainstreamed with the rest of the house.”

For Kay, the top priority was a suite with
all the features of independent living, in-
cluding a private entrance, a comfortable
master suite and a fully functional kitchen-
ette with dining for four.

On a separate note, the Parks envisioned
a 195-square-foot family fitness center and
a children’s play zone with custom built-
ins.

Describing the finished décor as “modern
Asian contemporary,” Tina Park stressed
simple lines, soft tones and open visuals.

“It’s really the nicest place in the house
now,” Park said. “And it satisfies so many
different needs that it’s become our main
gathering place.”

House and grounds reconciliation
judged this year’s best
Exterior Solution/COTY Grand
award winner

As Monte Zaben tells it, the rear eleva-
tion to his 8,300-square-foot colonial in
Fredericksburg was so sun-exposed it was
uncomfortable sitting by the pool he had
just installed the year before.

After researching several options, how-
ever, he stumbled on Sun Design’s portfo-
lio of indoor-outdoor solutions, and set up
a meeting.

Combining an extended radius that steps
down to the pool with vaulted entrance way,
the structure’s architecture is welcoming.

Tapered craftsman-style piers support a
seam metal roof. Inside, three distinct ac-
tivity zones flow together: an open-air
lounge; a cozy poolside vista with a pair of
wicker chairs; and an outdoor kitchen
equipped with a traditional grill, a power
burner and refrigerators. A second level
grilling deck is now, likewise, under roof.

Happy with the outcome, Zaben said he
enjoys the outdoor kitchen so much he was
out grilling one of his specialties this past
January.  “We make regular use of the out-
door space on just about every seasonable
day,” he adds. “It’s very much a part of our
lives now.”

John Byrd has been writing about home improve-
ment for 30 years. He can be reached at
byrdmatx@gmail.com.

Four Sun Design
remodeling projects
named Washington-
area “Contractor of
the Year” winners.

Home Improvements Earn Awards

Photo by Bryan Burris

With its private entrance, fully operative kitchenette and dining table for
four, the new lower level allows Tina’s mother, Kay, to host bridge par-
ties for friends independent of any other household activities.

Photo by Mitro Hood

BEST RESIDENTIAL KITCHEN: Sun Design’s winning kitchen solution
takes full advantage of a 13' cathedral ceiling with a two-level window
wall. Owner Melynda Britt says the space is much better organized, yet
more accessible — perfect for entertaining.
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diately — was how to develop a site plan
that would satisfy the county, but also give
us a sustainable result that allows the aes-
thetic effects we were seeking.”

Part of the assignment would also entail
a plan for preserving mature trees on the
property’s eastern side.

THE GARAGE,  which would house
Dobson’s collectible motorized vehicles,
needed a footprint of some 400 square feet,
the contractor determined; the sunroom,
one level up, would be plenty spacious at
slightly over 200 square feet. Hence, Foster’s
“stacked” pyramidal design not only satis-
fies family “use” requirements, but also al-
lows the “growing room” needed for an
entire grove of mature trees bordering the
property’s perimeter.

The plan was, of course, partly predicated
on lowering the lot’s existing grade some
five feet, enough to carve out a foundation
for the garage and create driveway access.

The foundation also figures prominently
in an innovative engineering solution that
gives the couple the amount of glass they
had been seeking in the sunroom.

To meet the county’s wind-bracing re-
quirements, Foster and team designed a
narrow-gauge, all-steel framework for the
sunroom’s many large glass panels which
is anchored all the way down to the con-
crete foundation itself.

Though not visible to the naked eye, the
infrastructrure allowed designers to extend
windows to within a few feet of the floor
and mere inches from the corner of the
room.

“Our dogs can even look out the win-
dows,” Joan Davanzo said. “The design
gives us a really a stunning view in all di-
rections.”

But, surely, a nearly all-glass room must
be quite cold in the winter?

“All the windows are Low-E Argon-filled
double pane — state of the art thermal re-
sistance,” Foster said.

To reinforce the comforting insularity,
however, the contractor applied thermally-
resistant spray foam behind the wall sur-

Al Dobson and his new spacious garage to house his sport car, motor-
cycles and ’60s rock memorabilia.

HomeLifeStyle

By John Byrd

O
n the face of it, adding a two-
level structure to a 30-year-
old brick house is not espe
cially difficult. Essentially,

Vienna homeowners Al Dobson and his wife
Joan Davanzo each have a pet project — a
spacious first level garage to house sport
cars, motorcycles and ’60s rock for him; a
lovely sunroom comprised of floor-to-ceil-
ing window walls for her.

Knock out the existing screen porch;
slightly expand the footprint for the garage;
sun room goes on top embracing the rear
deck and pool; and, Bingo, it’s done.

Yet as anyone who has lived in the Fairfax
County for a while knows, no project is
without complications, and add to this the
problems of an unlevel grade, set-back re-
strictions, strict rules on structures with lots
of glass and the owner’s desire to preserve
all the surrounding trees, and suddenly
there are the makings of an intricate engi-
neering challenge — the sort of brain-buster
most contractors wouldn’t attempt to un-
ravel.

That’s how it all started with this decep-
tively understated Vienna addition: several
contractors told Dobson and Davanzo they
couldn’t have the amount of glass in the
sunroom they were looking for; county rules
regarding glass and where it can be posi-
tioned are rigorously enforced; and then,
too, the glass must to be “braced” to resist
winds that otherwise might cause it to im-
plode — a requirement which inevitably
reduces sightlines.

“County rules on glass in new construc-
tion have been in place for over a decade,”
said David Foster, president of Foster Re-
modeling Solutions, the contractor the
couple hired to execute the project. “Be-
cause of some tricky complications, a lot of
contractors stay out of the sunroom arena
— so it’s become somewhat specialized.”

What several contractors plainly told Joan
Davanzo, nevertheless, was that her dream
project — as she envisionsed it — simply
couldn’t be built.

“We were told the windows couldn’t be
as low to the floor, nor as close to the cor-
ner as we wanted,” Davanzo said. “Since I
had particularly liked the openness of the
old screen porch the sunroom was to re-
place, this was discouraging.”

By contrast, Davanzo said, Foster began
addressing the project’s technical hurdles
from the first meeting.

“His experience was palpable,” said Al
Dobson, 70, who has had several previous
encounters with remodelers. “The first con-
sideration — which he pointed out imme-

faces — and drilled holes in the steel col-
umns to accommodate an added infusion.

“It’s all about creating a tight structure,”
Foster said. “That’s what keeps outside tem-
peratures out.”

On the other hand, the sunroom feature
Davanzo most appreciates this time of year
is how fluidly it opens to spring’s balmy
breezes. All the windows are casement-style
which can be independently adjusted to let
in cross breezes. Overhead, two skylights
open electronically — and individually. The
skylights are also equipped with electric
blinds and rain sensors.

The room’s interior design scheme, which
Davanzo developed in conjunction with
Foster, reflects a number of favored owner
lifestyle preferences. The golden duotone
teakwood floor — comprised of a framed
rectangular perimeter traversed with diago-
nal slats — is a pattern the couple came
upon in their travels in Italy. The tongue-
and-groove ceiling and warm sea-foam
green wall color, likewise, were chosen to

highlight a verdant visual continuum that
recalls childhood adventures in the coun-
try.

The new sunroom is accessible through
an adjacent family room separated by three
French doors which Davanzo mostly leaves
open.

“This is where I spend most of my time
when I’m at home,” she said.

For Al Dobson, the favored hang-out now
is his “man cave” garage which houses a
Corvette, his Italian motorcycle and a sound
system that plays choice sounds of the ’50s
and ’60s.

A racing enthusiast who participates in
time trials at Summit Point, Dobson wanted
a room that speaks to his passion for motor
sports. Underfoot, PVC tiles in an iconic
checkerboard pattern set the tone for a pri-
vate retreat decorated with ’60s movie post-
ers and other period memorabilia.

“It’s a really peaceful spot to just relax,”
Dobson said. “That’s what this process was
always for, so I’m glad we pursued it.”

Addition pulls together styles
and overcomes challenges.

His and Hers:
Special Spaces

Photo Contributed

The sun porch solution emphasizes views. Windows are insulated and
wind-resistant.

Details
Foster

Remodeling
Solutions
periodically
offers work-
shops on home
remodeling
topics. Call
703-550-1371
or visit
www.fosterremodeling.com.
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Address .............................. BR FB HB ... Postal City .. Sold Price .... Type ....... Lot AC . PostalCode ....... Subdivision ......... Date Sold

1  601 FAIRFAX ST N #405 ........ 3 .. 2 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $2,700,000 .... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors ....... 22314 ........... THE ORONOCO .......... 01/16/15

2  229 PITT ST S ....................... 5 .. 3 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $2,250,000 .... Attach/Row Hse0.10 ..... 22314 .............. OLD TOWN ............. 01/07/15

3  601 FAIRFAX ST N #409 ........ 2 .. 2 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,750,000 .... Mid-Rise 5-8 Floors ....... 22314 ........... THE ORONOCO .......... 01/29/15

4  323 COLUMBUS ST N ............ 4 .. 3 . 2 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,693,700 .... Townhouse .. 0.04 ........ 22314 .............. OLD TOWN ............. 01/30/15

5  503 IVY CIR .......................... 4 .. 2 . 3 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,465,000 .... Detached ..... 0.24 ........ 22302 ................ IVY HILL ............... 01/30/15

6  709 PRINCE ST ..................... 5 .. 3 . 2 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,340,000 .... Townhouse .. 0.05 ........ 22314 .............. OLD TOWN ............. 01/12/15

7  951 JANNEYS LN .................. 5 .. 4 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,150,000 .... Detached ..... 0.33 ........ 22302 ............. WALLESTON ............ 01/09/15

8  357 CAMERON STATION BLVD .. 4 .. 4 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .. $1,105,000 .... Detached ..... 0.10 ........ 22304 ........ CAMERON STATION ....... 01/15/15

9  805 WOLFE ST ..................... 3 .. 2 . 2 ..... ALEXANDRIA .... $995,000 .... Townhouse .. 0.02 ........ 22314 .......... BURGES SQUARE ......... 01/15/15

10  2016 MAIN LINE BLVD ........... 4 .. 3 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .... $970,665 .... Townhouse .. 0.10 ........ 22301 .......... POTOMAC YARD ......... 01/16/15

Copyright 2015 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of February 16, 2015.

Alexandria REAL ESTATE
January, 2015 Top Sales
In January 2015, 126 Alexandria homes sold

between $2,700,000-$127,000.

Photo by Veronica Bruno

Photos by Hal Vernon/The Gazette

1  601 Fairfax Street North #405 — $2,700,000
3  601 Fairfax Street North #409 — $2,250,000

2  229 Pitt
Street South —
$2,250,000

4  323
Columbus
Street North
— $1,693,700

6  709 Prince Street — $1,340,000

9  805 Wolfe Street — $995,000




