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F
ire Station 210 is one of the
newest and nicest buildings
around the Van Dorn Metro

area. It is full three-story building
with four operation bays and a
training tower.

Except it doesn’t have any
firefighters.

Currently the facility is staffed
by emergency medical technicians.
Acting City Manager Mark Jinks
said that, while the original plan
was to have the facility be fully
staffed by the end of 2015, “that
process could be pushed back to

the end of 2016.”
“When they first designed and

built it, they were going to include
a fire engine and a medic unit, but
they cut the staffing funding for
the engine,” said Robert Dubé,
Alexandria’s fire chief. “The only
thing that will be in there April 1
will be the EMS unit.”

According to Jinks, the original
plan to fully staff the facility by the
end of 2015 would have included
a fully operational fire engine. The
engine is at Fire Station 210, but
according to Jinks, a higher than
anticipated wave of retirements in
2014 has left the fire department
understaffed and unable to both
maintain current operations and
supply manpower to fire station
210.

The decision to leave Fire Sta-
tion 210 without firefighting ca

By Eden Brown
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A
t my table this morning
there was a massage
therapist from Old Town;

he came with a girl who had just
been accepted to medical school,”
said Dave Ingold, a volunteer from
Emmanuel on the Hill Church who
had been there all day. “I was
amazed two young people like that
would give their time to do this.”

There were second graders and
seniors, a rabbi and a rector; there
were doctors, 13 U.S. Public
Health Service officers, lobbyists,
and grandfathers. They volun-
teered their time on Sunday,
March 15 at Temple Beth El to sit
around a table mixing sugar, bak-
ing soda, salt, potassium chloride,
packing it in clear envelopes which
would be sent to countries like
Liberia, or perhaps Syria, or India,
and given to people suffering from
dehydration. One in 70 of these
packets will save a life; all of them
will improve health in countries
with chronic diseases like amoe-
bic dysentery.

Brooke Lyons portrays a follower of Viennese physician Franz Anton Mesmer.
Mesmer sought to develop other practices for curing people than those commonly
used that included a combination of bleeding, purgatives and opiates.

Fun with 18th Century Science
T

he Virginia Society for
the Promotion of Use-
ful Knowledge met on

Sunday, March 22, at the
Apothecary Shop in Alexandria.
The society is led by science
educator and living history in-
structor Dean Howarth and is
comprised of students attend-
ing McLean High School. Each
student studies the life and
work of an 18th century thinker
and reenacts that individual.
Students demonstrated the use
of an electrostatic generator in
producing electricity, methods
of producing a vacuum, de-
scribed various medical rem-
edies for ailments including
blood-letting and leeches and
popular cosmetics in the
1700’s.

The original society was es-
tablished in Williamsburg in
1773 with the aim of studying
nature using empirical methods
to advance scientific knowl-
edge.

The society will be returning
to the Carlyle House gardens on
Garden Day, April 18.

Coming up on April 12 at the
Apothecary Shop will be an af-
ternoon with Mad Science.
Group sessions start every 30
minutes between 1 and 4:30
p.m. The sessions last approxi-
mately 45 minutes. Tickets may
be pre-ordered at

Ben Galdo demonstrates the properties of a vacuum to
visitors at the Apothecary Shop on Sunday afternoon.

Ashwin Dasgupta por-
trays on of the
Montgolfier brothers. In
1783, the brothers’
launched the first
manned hot air balloon
in France.

Anna Penn and Karen
Aroche describe the ingre-
dients of popular cosmetics
in the late 18th century.

www.shop.alexandriava.gov/
events Prices are $6 per person,
ages 5 and up.

For more information visit
www.apothecarymuseum.org
or  call 703-746-3852.
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Fighting Fires
Without Firefighters
Fire Station 210:
No firefighters
until 2016?

Little Packets
That Save Lives
Temple Beth El
hosts rehydration
packet project.

“
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News
Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

By Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet

T
he deadline for proposing a tax rate increase
for fiscal year 2016 passed on March 17 with
out any update from the city, meaning the fund-

ing in the current budget is all of the funding that will
be available. For Alexandria police officers and city em-
ployees, that means a pay increase and additional ca-
reer opportunities inside their departments. For Alex-
andria public schools, who were hoping a last minute
decision to raise the tax rate might be enough to cover
the $3 million gap between the school’s budget and the
city manager’s proposed budget, the news means bud-
get discussions between now and May are going to be
tense.

Alexandria City Public Schools (ACPS) Superinten-
dent Alvin Crawley requested $201 million from the city
in his budget proposal. What he got was a $197.8 mil-
lion budget from acting City Manager Mark Jinks — a
$6 million, or 3 percent, increase over last year’s bud-
get.

While ACPS and the city continue their ongoing col-
laboration, both sides have been tight lipped about the
future of that gap. While the City Council and ACPS
held a joint work session on Tuesday, March 17, at the
March 24 City Council meeting Mayor William Euille

added that there were other meetings happening be-
hind closed doors where the budget resolution was be-
ing discussed.

“There was a meeting between myself, the acting City
Manager [Jinks], [acting Deputy City Manager] Nelsie
Birch, along with School Superintendent [Crawley],
School Board Chair [Karen Graf], and their Chief Fi-
nancial Officer [Stacey Johnson] at the superintendent’s
office on Wednesday last week,” said Euille. “It was
another follow up to the budget discussion reinforcing
to them the challenges that we face … and hearing
their side of the story, but encouraging them to take
another look at their budget and narrow their gap.
Suffice to say, there’s some level of confidence that we’ll
get there like we have done in the past; we’ll just keep
looking.”

For the Alexandria School Board, the city’s decision
not to propose a tax rate increase limits the city and
schools’ options for closing that gap.

“The decision to maintain the tax means the city has
limited ways to close the gap between the city manager’s
proposal and the school board’s budget,” said Chris
Lewis, vice chairman of the Alexandria School Board.
“We’re continuing to talk with them about ideas … The
council will have to figure out where they can move

City Manager’s Proposed Budget summary of funding to Alexandria public schools.

Negotiating for Budget Funds
Schools and city clash over continued budget gap.
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Sentenced To Serve 21 Years
On March 19, in the Alexandria Circuit Court, Jose M.

Quintanilla, 44, was sentenced on one count of forcible
sodomy, two counts of aggravated sexual battery, three
counts of production of child pornography, two counts of
possession of child pornography and two counts of inde-
cent liberties with a minor.

Quintanilla was sentenced to a total of 90 years in the
penitentiary with 69 years of that sentence suspended; he
will serve 21 years in the penitentiary. Following his re-
lease from prison, Quintanilla will be on supervised pro-
bation for the remainder of his life.

The case was investigated by the Alexandria Police De-
partment. Investigation established that between the years
2011 and 2014, Quintanilla, on several occasions, per-
formed sex acts on a victim under the age of 13, against
the victim’s will and consent. On a number of occasions,
the defendant videotaped himself assaulting the victim.
Quintanilla saved these images on electronic storage de-
vices. The videos were later recovered through a forensic
computer examination, along with other images of chil-
dren being sexually assaulted.

The case was prosecuted by Deputy Commonwealth’s
Attorney Cathryn Evans.

“My first thoughts are with the victim and the victim’s
family,” Evans said in a release. “It is our hope that in this
sentence, the victim will find some small degree of clo-
sure and that the process of healing can begin. The sig-
nificant sentence in this case should put sex offenders and
child pornographers on notice that the Alexandria Police
and Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office will zealously pros-
ecute crimes of sexual violence against children.”

The defendant is in custody at the William G. Truesdale
Alexandria Adult Detention Center awaiting transfer to
the Virginia Department of Corrections.

Arrest in 7-11 Robbery
The Alexandria Police Department arrested a 30-year-

old Washington D.C. man on March 18 for a robbery that
occurred at the 7-11 convenience store located in the 4600
block of Kenmore Avenue on Dec. 11, 2014. He is cur-
rently awaiting extradition from Washington D.C.

Around 8:30 p.m., a person approached the store’s check-
out counter and handed the clerk money for several items.
When the register opened, the person jumped up onto the
counter and struggled with the clerk before grabbing cash
from the register drawer. The person then fled the scene.
The female clerk was not injured.

Anyone with information about this incident is asked to
call Detective Dan Gordon at 703-746-6685.

Transloading Changes
By letter on March 19, Norfolk Southern Corporation

advised the City of Alexandria that it plans to make changes
to its ethanol transloading facility in the West End area of
Alexandria.

The proposed changes would include reconfiguring track
layout, installing additional equipment, and lengthening
rail cars or trains. The letter also indicated that Norfolk
Southern plans to shift the transfer point approximately
one quarter mile west.

City staff will seek a meeting with Norfolk Southern’s
chief executive officer to request that new ethanol facili-
ties not be constructed in Alexandria. If the company does
not agree to limit its proposal, the city will continue to
press for additional safety measures and improvements in
community relations.

Since 2006, when Norfolk Southern first notified the
city of the company’s plans to locate an ethanol
transloading facility in Alexandria, city leaders have op-
posed the facility as being incompatible with the surround-
ing neighborhood. The courts have ruled that the inter-
state commerce provisions of federal law preempt the city’s
authority to regulate railroad operations.

News Briefs

See Schools,  Page 8
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News

Making 19,970 Packets — and Saving Lives
From Page 1

Dani Sassin,11, worked all day at the event and
has been doing this for “a long time.” Tony Simmons, Roger Sandler and Sam Fortune

Vanessa Hanible of Gamma Sigma Sigma, a
service sorority, with Kiyo Yamada of Goodwin
House on her right, and Sally Slough of
Goodwin House on her right.

Art Gershman, volunteer, congre-
gation member, and husband of
organizer Bobbie.

The Rev. Bruce Stewart brought 23
seniors from Goodwin House. Next
to him on the left is John Wartel, of
Lake Braddock High School whose
family is in the congregation at
Beth El, and to his left his brother,
Jake Wartel.

Organizer of the event Bobbie
Gershman.

From left: James Holcombe, Amani Anderson, Fatima Ahmed, Sam
Laveson, and Rabbi Brett Isserow stand together. Holcombe leads the
young Rotarians at Stuart High School. This is one of several volunteer
projects they do to enhance the community.

“We never intended to keep doing this, “
said Bobbie Gershman. “A friend of mine
had a friend from church who wanted to
involve another religious organization in
her rehydration project.” Then the Tsunami
hit, and she plunged into the project, send-
ing packets to Indonesia. At the end of the
day, they were exhausted, and as they
cleaned up one of the team looked at her
and said: “When we do this next year .…”

That was 11 years ago. One year, they did
19,000 packets. Each packet they put to-
gether costs about 24 cents to make.
Gershman goes out to buy the supplies with
her cohort. Twelve hundred pounds is a lot
of sugar. Then, they hope people will come
to help.

They never do a formal announcement,
but people have been coming. Each year,
someone hears about the effort and joins
up. The U.S. Public Health Service joined
in, the Emmanuel Church on the Hill be-
came a partner with Temple Beth El, stu-
dents came from the University of Mary-
land.

Families came. The Rev. Bruce Stewart
from Goodwin House in Alexandria brought
23 volunteers. Dr. Barry Rothman, gynecolo-
gist in Alexandria for 36 years said his girl-
friend, Marsha Kaufman, brought him to the
event. Dani Sassin, 11, said she had been
doing this for a “long time.” Brenda King
was part of the Unitarian Universalist
Church of Arlington; her group was doing
outreach. Elizabeth Thomas, a graduate of
Johns Hopkins School of Public Health was
there, noting that she had used packets like
this in her work in Bangladesh. She could
think of many times when a packet like this
had saved the life of a woman or a baby in
the crowded and underfunded hospital
where she worked in Sylhet.

James Holcombe, of Arlington, who
teaches history at J.E.B Stuart Middle
School, was there. He encouraged some of
the students at Stuart to join the Bailey’s
Crossroads Rotary Club and found an en-
thusiastic group of young people. He and
his young Rotarians have been doing the
rehydration packets for 8 years. The Rotary
Club of Bailey’s Crossroads was named
Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) 2009-
10 Partner of the Year for its work with

Stuart High School. Holcombe believes
bringing his young people to events like this
helps develop responsible and ethical fu-
ture leaders. As he brought them over to
say hello, two girls from Falls Church,
Fatima Ahmed and Amani Anderson, and a
boy from Annandale, Sam Laveson, it was
easy to see why he was named “Everyday
Hero” in 2014. His enthusiasm for youths,
causes, and putting the two together was
infectious.

Jared Goldstein and Liz Brodie were in
the 10th grade confirmation class at Beth
El and this was part of their community
service. Abigael Ajuma was there, from
Kenya. She is at Episcopal High School and
living with a host family. Amanda Eisenhour,
a 10th grader at T.C. Williams, came as part
of the Emmanuel on the Hill group. She has
come to the event for seven years. And
Arlene Hewitt of Alexandria was there. Or-
ganizer extraordinaire, she bustled about
the room, pointing out the work by students
and octogenarians alike.

An announcement came over the P.A. at

2:10 p.m.: “12,375 packets.” Everyone
clapped and resumed passing the sugars
and envelopes. They were shooting for the
goal of 20,000. As they closed, at 3 p.m.,
Deborah Schaffer came over to supervise
the counting of packets. She would have to

finish whatever the volunteers don’t finish.
Like Gershman, she has been doing this for
11 years. Gershman and Akuamoa Boat
from Ghana, who has worked at the Temple
for 20 years, packed boxes.

Tally: Packets made: 19,970.
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M
otions and delays continued in
the ongoing pre-trial  for
Charles Severance, accused of

three murders in Alexandria. Judge Jane
Marum Roush granted a request from the
defense to have until April 2 to review a
report compiled on Severance’s compe-
tency to stand trial. After debate between
the prosecution and the defense, Roush
also authorized Severance’s defense team
an additional $60,000 of paid investiga-
tor research.

“This is not a death case,” said James
Entas, one of two associate attorney gen-
erals assigned to the prosecution by Vir-
ginia Attorney General Mark Herring,
“Severance is not entitled to a perfect
defense, he is entitled to an adequate de-
fense.”

Roush acknowledged that while the pros-
ecution was not seeking the death penalty,
it was still a capital case that would result
in a mandatory life sentence if convicted,
though she also warned the defense that
the constitutional standard in this regard
isn’t a blank check from the state.

— Vernon Miles

Delays, Costs
In Severance
TrialT

his year the Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum Society is putting on
Gadsby’s Best Bib & Tucker Ball
- Black & White Masquerade on

Saturday, April 11. The term Best Bib and
Tucker refers to one’s best clothes and was
first used in 1747 in the translation of the
Marquis d’Argens’ “New Memoirs Establish-
ing a True Knowledge of Mankind:” “The
Country-woman minds nothing on Sundays
so much as her best Bib and Tucker.”

Both bibs and tuckers were women’s
clothing items in use from the 17th to 19th

centuries. Early bibs were somewhat like
modern day bibs, although they weren’t
specifically used to protect clothes from
spilled food as they are today. Tuckers were
lace modesty pieces fitted over the bodice
of a dress.

Doc Scantlin and the fabulous Chou Chou
will be back for a return engagement at the
tavern. They and their band, The Imperial
Palms Orchestra, will be playing Big Band
classics for listening and dancing. There will
also be the wandering musicians including
the Girlfriends. A GTMS Silent Auction will
offer a variety of items, services, and expe-
riences.

The Ball is the society’s premier event
to raise money to support the museum.
This event is timely since it comes on the
heels of two floods resulting from frozen
pipes that inundated the 1785 Tavern

building on Jan. 9 and again on Feb. 20.
Funds raised from the Ball will help de-
fray some of the restoration costs. Tick-

Getting Ready for Best Bib & Tucker Ball

Photo by Ann Cameron Siegel

Dressed up and ready for Gadsby’s Best Bid & Tucker Ball are Karen
Byers, Gadsby’s Tavern Museum Society (GTMS) board of directors; Kay
and Terry Zerwick, GTMS president; John Gadsby; Carol Ann Brown,
GTMS secretary; Nancy Smith, GTMS membership chair; and Danny
Smith, GTMS former president.

ets may be purchased online at
www.gadsbystavernmuseum.us or by call-
ing 703-746-4242

News
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By Shirley Ruhe
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O
pen wide.” Sidney Siewert offers her pa-
tient sunglasses because the light is
bright and “so that the minty grit doesn’t

get in her eyeballs.” Siewert is a dental hygienist for
Dr. Daniel Cassidy on Duke Street. She begins with a
periodontal exam. “I’m checking her gums. We do
this every couple of years so we can keep track of
patterns.” Cassidy stops by for a short chat. “How
are her gums?” So far, so good.

Siewert proceeds to the scaling of
Tiny Colby’s teeth that she says takes
most of the hour appointment. “This
is to clean the tartar from the teeth,”
Siewert said.

Colby adds, “I am a nervous patient.
I know my blood pressure will be high.”

Cassidy says they take the blood pressure of all
the patients because they see most dental patients
2-3 times a year which is more than most of the pa-
tients see their doctors. “We have caught some pa-
tients’ high blood pressure that they didn’t even know
they had and referred them to a doctor.” Sure enough,
Colby’s blood pressure is 140/90 but she said, “Here
they make me feel safe.”

Siewert said, “I have some really nervous patients.
Some can’t stand the noise or have had a bad expe-
rience in the past. I try to build rapport and treat
them with kindness and consideration, find out what
is going on in their lives.”

Colby said, “Sidney’s bedside manner is fabulous.”
Siewert shoots a little spurt of air into Colby’s

mouth. “That makes tartar look chalky so I can find
anything I might have missed.”

Siewert said this is her first real job. “I thought I
wanted to be a nurse but I shadowed a nurse for a
week and found out she put in a lot of catheters.
That’s not my thing.” She had a friend who was a
dental hygienist so decided to give it a try. “I like it a
lot.” She said she thought studying to be a dental
hygienist would be easier than nursing but “it was
surprisingly difficult.” She said you have to know all
the curves of the teeth and the teachers at Northern
Virginia Community College were strict.

“Lots of times I brought home my sterilized instru-
ments and practiced scaling my husband’s teeth.”

Siewert has about eight appointments a day in
Cassidy’s office and works for another dentist in Old
Town where she sees 12-14 patients a day.

Siewert moves on to polishing Colby’s teeth with a
small container of pink mint toothpaste. “This re-
moves the plaque and coffee stains and makes the
teeth feel smooth.” Colby is starting to relax. She
said, “I’m crowned all over and these two top front
teeth aren’t mine.” Colby explains she was a twirler
in college at the halftime shows for the Cincinnati
Bengals. She had an accident with her baton and
knocked out her two front teeth. “I spit them out
and finished the show.”

When the appointment is finished, Siewert sets up
a follow-up for Colby’s last crown. It has to be sched-
uled around a busy schedule. “I travel a lot because
my 11-year-old son plays tennis. He is ranked in the
top 60 in the country and we’re headed to a tourna-
ment in Florida next week.”

Dentists are a lot more conservative than in the
past according to Siewert. She explains today there
are different attitudes about prevention with people
taking better care of their teeth and nutrition is im-
portant, too. She says another improvement is digi-
tal x-rays with lower radiation — also dental hygiene.

Siewert said, “Instead of doing surgery first thing
with a lot of tartar, we start with a deep cleaning to
try to get the big nasties out.” The dentist stops by
for a final check. The appointment is over, and it’s
time for another blood pressure check.

A Day of Cleaning Teeth
— and bringing down
blood pressure.

Dr. Daniel Cassidy stops by to check on
Tina Colby, a regular patient as Sidney
Siewert begins the examination.

Sidney SIewert, dental hygienist for Dr.
Daniel Cassidy on Duke Street, begins the
appointment with a periodontal examina-
tion.

Most of the dental appointment according
the dental hygienist Sidney Siewert is
scaling the enamel to remove tartar from
the teeth, then polishing and flossing.

“
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People

At Work

W
ith the support of
family, friends, and
teachers, the stu-

dents of Douglas MacArthur El-
ementary were able to raise
$8,443.17 during their three-
week Pennies for Patients cam-
paign. MacArthur students col-
lected pennies, nickels, dimes,
and quarters to benefit the
work of the Leukemia and Lym-
phoma Society.

This year’s Pennies for Pa-
tients drive saw hard work by
all students. In particular, two
students and one classroom
went above and beyond the
call. Third grader Ronaldo Diaz-
Paz began saving his coins at
the end of last year’s drive. Sav-
ing pennies, nickels, dimes, and
quarters, Ronaldo donated
$349.50 to help others in need.
Fourth grader Lily Krakowski
took the fight online, raising
$385.15 through online dona-
tions from Florida to California.
Whitney Greisinger’s 4th grade
class raised more than $400 in
the first week of the drive. The
class increased its goal to $600
then increased it again, and
again, and again, donating
$1,034.20 to the Pennies for
Patients campaign.

Each year the Pennies for Pa-

tients program brings together
over 12 million students from
across the country to help find
a cure for leukemia, lymphoma,
Hodgkin’s disease and my-
eloma, and improve the qual-
ity of life of patients and their
families. The Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society funds life-
saving blood cancer research
around the world and provides
free information and support
services.

The Douglas MacArthur SCA
is looking for local businesses
to partner with next year to
make the donation drive a big-
ger success. If a business is in-
terested in providing matching
donations during next year’s
drive, contact SCA sponsor
Matthew Holland at
matthew.holland@acps.k12.va.us.

Pennies for Patients
MacArthur
students raise
$8,443.17.

Ronaldo Diaz-Paz and
Lily Krakowski

Elizabeth Kluegel and Lewis Freeman sing Donizetti:
Don Pasquale duet, at the Rock Spring Concert series on
Feb. 8 entitled “What is This Thing Called Love?”
Kluegel lives in Alexandria where she has two children
in the public school system and teaches voice lessons to
a number of local students. Freeman is a singer of
classical music and an actor who has perfomed more
than 70 roles locally. They were accompanied by Edward
Roberts, a pianist and vocal accompanist. The Recital
Series, held at Rock Spring United Church of Christ in
Arlington, began in the spring of 2001.
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In Concert
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   The Substance                   Abuse Prevention Coalition of Alexandria’s Above
   the Influence Club      thanks the following retailers for working with us to

help prevent underage tobacco use. On Kick Butts Day, March 18, teams
of youth and adults visited Alexandria retailers and educated merchants

on the FDA’s Break the Chain of Tobacco Addiction campaign.

7-Eleven Stores
Afghan Market

Azewa Market & Carryout
BJ’s Wholesale Club #046

BP Gas Station
Butcher’s Block, The

Claremont Deli & Grocery
Community Market

Deli Market
Exxon Gas Stations

Fair Price
Sunoco Gas Stations

Giant Food Stores

Global Foods Warehouse
Gourmet Center & Deli

Hess Express
Hess Gas Station
King St. Mobile

Landmark Towers Sunoco
Liberty Petroleum Gas Stations
Old Town Grocery & Carryout

Rite Aid Pharmacy
Safeway Stores

Shell Gas Station
Super Store

Texaco Gas Station

www.preventitalexandria.org

PARTICIPATING RETAILERS

Michael Graves
The architect and designer of the

Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central Library,
Michael Graves, died from natural causes
on March 12, 2015. In his honor, Beatley
Central Library has devoted a memorial
table of his work along with a feature on
the Alexandria Library website. The dis-
play includes blueprints of Graves’ library
designs for Beatley, books written by
Graves, and a three- dimensional model
of the library, to name a few.

Graves was born on July 9, 1934 and
has designed architectural structures
across the world, including the Denver
Public Library (Denver, Colo.), the Dol-
phin Resort at Walt Disney World (Or-
lando, Fla.), and the American Academy
in Rome Rare Books Library (Rome,
Italy).

In 1995, Graves submitted his archi-
tectural drawings to the City of Alexan-
dria with hopes of having his work cho-
sen for the newest Alexandria library fa-
cility.

Three years later, in 1998, during the
groundbreaking event, Graves was in
attendance, along with other city offi-
cials. “It was always my goal to ‘up the
ante’ on good design, and I’ve devoted
much of my career to this,” Graves said
at the time.

Visit www.alexandria.lib.va.us to
read more about the history of
Beatley’s architect.

Obituaries

William Anderson Payne, 93, a native
Alexandrian, died Friday, March 13, 2015. He
retired from Southern Railway after 42 years
of service, was an active member of The Fra-
ternal Order of Eagles and was a member of
the Andrew Jackson Lodge #120, A.F.&A.M.

In her 2009 nomination of her dad for Liv-
ing Legends honors, his daughter Janet Payne
Cashion wrote: “Alexandrian Bill Payne was
born in the blizzard of 1922 in an apartment
above the Burke & Herbert Bank at King and
S. Fairfax Streets. He graduated from George
Washington High School in 1941, where he
achieved the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the
Cadet Corp. While just a teenager, in 1940, he
began his career shoveling coal into the en-
gine of a freight train for The Southern Rail-
way – the company that employed him for 42
years, until his retirement in 1982. Bill was
promoted to Road Foreman of Engineers to-
wards the end of his tenure with the railroad.
Just like his father, who was also an engineer
for Southern, and his grandfather, who was a
conductor, Bill took to railroading naturally —
it was in his blood. Whether it was bringing
passenger trains through Alexandria on their
way down South to Lynchburg and beyond,
or driving freight trains carrying a myriad of
goods and supplies to the rest of the State, he
always had one goal in mind — safety first. It
was a career that he absolutely loved and he
can recall each and every detail of every stop
along the way.

“It was granddaughter Michele who gave

William Anderson Payne
him the nickname
‘Puffy’ after the
children’s book
about “The Little
Engine that Could”
— “puffed the little
locomotive, and put
itself in front of the
great heavy train.
As it went on the
little engine kept
bravely puffing
faster and faster, ‘I

think I can, I think I can, I think I can’.”
Preceded in death by his wife, Margaret

Martin Payne, he is survived by his daughters,
Margaret Lee Allen and her husband, Paul, and
Janet Payne Cashion and her husband, Ronald;
granddaughter, Michele Lee Snoddy and her
husband, John; granddaughter, Margaret Lee
Cashion; great-grandson, Beau Snoddy, all of
Alexandria, and his brother, Donald Payne of
Colonial Beach, Va.

Funeral service will be 11 a.m., Saturday,
March 21, 2015 at Christ Episcopal Church,
118 N. Washington St., Alexandria. Interment
will follow in Bethel Cemetery. The family will
receive friends 6 to 8 p.m. Friday at Everly-
Wheatley Funeral Home, 1500 W. Braddock
Road, Alexandria.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions
may be made to Christ Episcopal Church. A
memorial guest book may be found at

www.everlywheatley.com.

Photo by Nina Tisara

Bill “Puffy” Payne

Gloria June
Miles Hanback

On March 20,
2015, Alexan-
dria lost one of
its long-time
residents. Born
in 1933 in
Schuyler, Va.,
Gloria moved to
the area when
she was 9 years
old and never
moved away.

A 1950 graduate of George Washing-
ton High School and Homecoming
Queen, she was also a former Miss Alex-
andria and past president of the Alexan-
dria Ki-Wives.

Gloria worked for the U.S. Army for
more than 35 years and retired from
Army Material Command 13 years ago.

She is survived by her daughters,
Cheryl Hanback and Dina Gorrell and
her beloved grandson, Seth Gorrell. A
Celebration of her Life will occur on
Monday, March 30, 2015 at Parkwood
Baptist Church, 8726 Braddock Road,
Annandale. Service will began at 11
a.m. with lunch following at Fellowship
Hall. In lieu of flowers, donations can
be made in her memory to the
Wounded Warrior Project at
www.woundedwarriorproject.org.
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By Mike Salmon

Gazette Packet

L
isting a pool table in a real estate
ad is one way to market a prop-
erty, but watching the cue ball
break the rack, via a YouTube

video “shows the excitement,” said local real
estate agent Ann Duff, who incorporates
video as a big part of her marketing plan.
In its 10th year of existence, using YouTube
is apparent throughout “new media” mar-
keting plans in Northern Virginia.

“I have my own channel,” said Duff, of
McEnearney & Associates. “A video rein-
forces the sense of the house.”

Ten years ago when the first YouTube
video showed one of the founders, Jawed
Karim, at the zoo, there was no sign that
YouTube would get so big. In a recently re-
leased montage by YouTube editor “Zapatu’”
everything from a Brittany Spears fan go-
ing into hysterics, to the talking orange
shows the spectrum it’s reached after 10
years. During that time, a variety of sub-
jects have hit it big or gone “viral” in
YouTube terms.

“Businesses must be strategic about where
they place their brand on social media. If a
company has the means to be on YouTube,
they have meaningful content, and their
research shows that their audience is ac-
tive on YouTube, then I definitely think it
would make sense for them to be there,”
said Alex Chagouris, director of communi-
cations and marketing at the Fairfax County
Chamber of Commerce.

“At the chamber, there are members who
use YouTube for human resources and tal-
ent recruitment videos, as well as other con-
sultants or educators use YouTube for best
practice or ‘how to’ videos. I’ve also seen
members use video for events and confer-
ences,” Chagouris added.

Steve Gladis of Steve Gladis Leadership
Partners is a Fairfax County Chamber of
Commerce member whose YouTube videos
are a part of his business plan that saves
time. “It’s a way for me to help clients ‘see’
some of the services I offer. Often, clients
will ask what executive coaching is all
about, so I suggest they watch four to five
videos and then we can chat,” he said. His
videos are only about four minutes long, a
little outside the industry standard of two
minutes but explain more than entertain.

To Gladis, putting an exact profit figure
derived from his YouTube videos is hard,

but YouTube is part of his “new media,” plat-
form earning him about $100,000. To make
the videos, Gladis invested about $500-700
for a good camera and tripod, another $200-
300 for lighting, assistance with camera
work and editing, and time. “There’s real
money to be made here,” he said.

The Greater Springfield Chamber of Com-
merce has a channel, but with “the
chamber’s channel, the biggest challenge is
the time it takes to prepare the video, prop-
erly. I think that holds for many of our mem-
bers, primarily because most are small busi-
nesses with few staff,” said chamber execu-
tive director Nancy-jo Manney.

Alejo Media is a member of the Greater
Springfield Chamber of Commerce that spe-
cializes in video production. Before start-
ing production on a marketing video at
Alejo, “we sit down with the client, go over
their objectives, get to know them and un-

derstand what they want this video to do,
and what message they want to get to their
audience,” said Alejo owner Anna Davalos.
“Our job is to help them tell it well.” Most
of the videos they produce for the various
company’s YouTube channels are about two
to three minutes in length.

One video produced at Alejo, for example,
was a lawyer describing what set his firm
apart from others, with no music, and just
his words. It was very effective, Davalos
said. “He had a serious message to deliver
and the end product worked well for him.”

Another was a quicker, lighter video for
the American Diabetes Association for their
biggest fundraiser, the Tour de Cure, a bike
ride to raise money and awareness for dia-
betes. This was meant to show how good
helping others can make you feel, how you
can have a great time and see the people
you’re affecting. The video was around two
minutes, featuring all music and some natu-
ral sound, Davalos said.

Back at the real estate business, Ann Duff
stars in many of her real estate videos, even
drinking a fake glass of wine from the break-
fast bar to show the convenience of the room
set up. “I do enjoy it,” she said of her acting.

Inside YouTube
❖ YouTube has more than 1 billion users
❖ Every day people watch hundreds of millions of

hours on YouTube and generate billions of views
❖ The number of hours people are watching on

YouTube each month is up 50 percent year over
year

❖ 300 hours of video are uploaded to YouTube
every minute

❖ YouTube is localized in 75 countries and
available in 61 languages

❖ Half of YouTube views are on mobile devices
❖ Mobile revenue on YouTube is up over 100%

year to year
Source: YouTube.com

Web site serves variety
of business needs.

At 10, YouTube as Marketing Tool Comes of Age

A screen shot of the YouTube site of Ann Duff, Realtor with McEnearney
& Associates.

News

Schools and City Clash over Continued Budget Gap
funding around. That’s their decision. We
talk about what our needs are and the de-
cisions we make in terms of budget cuts.”

But according to the city, ACPS is facing
the same tight budget as the rest of the de-
partments. “All budgets require difficult
choices, particularly in a sluggish regional
economy,” said Craig Fifer, director of com-
munications for the City of Alexandria. “The
city manager’s proposed budget did not in-
clude any tax rate increases. That substan-
tially locks in new available revenue, forc-
ing a balance between important spending
needs in the areas of public safety, human
services, public works, support services, and
public education.”

ACPS projections indicate 521 new stu-
dents in 2016, an overall increase to 14,745
students throughout the school system. At
$201 million, Crawley said the per-pupil
cost is already a decrease, from $17,153 in
the 2015 budget to $16,838 in the proposed
2016 budget. This spending is less than
Arlington’s FY 2016 budget proposal of
$19,000 per student, but more than Fairfax

County’s $13,564 per student.
Melissa Herrington, the Parent Teacher

Association president at George Mason El-
ementary, criticized the proposed budget for
leaving the schools $3 million short of the
requested budget.

“That three million increase is needed to
refurbish and rebuild the schools,” said
Herrington. Like other parents at the pub-
lic hearing, Herrington said she supported
a one percent real estate tax increase, but
acknowledged it was unlikely in an elec-
tion year.

So far, the School Board has been stick-
ing to its argument that the schools have
cut their budget as far back as they can.

“We have made cuts before you saw the
budget,” said Graf. “Our teachers go in ev-
ery day and work with, not only teaching
these children, but providing some of the
basic needs in food and clothing and emo-
tional support that I think are absolutely
necessary. This enrollment growth is real
and it’s filling up our buildings. We’re at-
tempting to meet the student and staff
needs with the operating at the $9.2 [mil-

lion increase].”
“It’s tough when your student population

goes up and your funding per student goes
down,” said Lewis.

However, the city says the argument that
the $9.2 million is what’s needed to cover
the enrollment increase contradicts early
figures the schools gave them.

“City Council’s budget guidance to the
City Manager directed that he propose a
transfer to ACPS of at least enough to meet
the demands of increased enrollment,” said
Fifer. “ACPS provided this figure as $4.6
million of new funding, and the city man-
ager proposed $6.0 million, or 30 percent
more than the guidance required. This $6.0
million represents approximately 55 percent
of all new general fund revenue, and was
the most the city manager could responsi-
bly include while still meeting other fund-
ing needs. The $9 million of new funds that
ACPS requested would have represented
more than 80 percent of the city’s new rev-
enue. In the end, while the proposed bud-
get could not provide all the money ACPS
requested, it did provide more than 98 per-

cent of requested operating funds.”
 With an approaching May 7 deadline for

budget adoption and Add/Delete forms due
on April 23, at the March 24 City Council
meeting Councilman Paul Smedberg asked
Jinks when the school budget crisis will be
resolved. “As soon as we get some agree-
ment for you to consider,” said Jinks, “we’ll
get that in front of you.”

Meanwhile, at the March 14 public hear-
ing, police officers and city employees
showed up to express their support of the
9 percent increase in starting pay for police
officers, an upgrade for the lieutenant rank,
and an across the board increase of 4.5 per-
cent for all other sworn police positions. The
budget also included a $4.6 million for a
2.3-5 merit based percent pay increase for
city employees.

“It’s been increasingly difficult to tell
people [interested in being a police officer
in Alexandria] that this is where they should
work,” said Diana Barrett, whose worked
in the Alexandria police force for 10 years.
“This will help retain a lot of highly quali-
fied officers.”

From Page 3
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
228 South Pitt Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314

The Rev. Oran E. Warder, Rector

703.549.3312
www.stpaulsalexandria.com

PALM SUNDAY
SATURDAY, MARCH 28 - SUNDAY, MARCH 29

Saturday, 5:00 p.m.   Liturgy of the Palms at Faith @ 5:00
Sunday, 7:45 a.m.  Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist Rite II- Family Service with Procession from Market Square
11:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist Rite II with Choir
5:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist Rite II

WEDNESDAY IN HOLY WEEK
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1

12:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist in the Chapel

MAUNDY THURSDAY
THURSDAY, APRIL 2

5:30 p.m.  Simple Supper, Foot Washing Ritual, and Holy Eucharist in Norton Hall
7:30 p.m.  Holy Eucharist with Choir and the stripping of the altar

GOOD FRIDAY
FRIDAY, APRIL 3

7:30 a.m.  Proper Liturgy for Good Friday
12:00-1:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist, joint service at Christ Church
5:30 p.m.  Family Service
7:30 p.m.  Stations of the Cross

HOLY SATURDAY
SATURDAY, APRIL 4

12:00 p.m.  Holy Saturday Service in the Chapel
7:30 p.m.  The Great Vigil of Easter

EASTER SUNDAY
SUNDAY, APRIL 5

6:45 a.m.  Sunrise Service at St. Paul’s Cemetery
7:45 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with Music
9:00 a.m.  Family Service with Holy Eucharist, Children’s Choir, and Brass
11:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with Choir and Brass

In Concert
Virginia Bronze performed to a crowd of more than 200 at the Masonic Auditorium on
King Street on Sunday, March 17. The thematic program featured music from “South of
the Border” including Brazilian rhythms and original pieces arranged and transcribed
by music teachers in the Alexandria area. Kate Vetter Cain, soprano soloist, performed
with the ensemble. The Virginia Bronze, an artist-in-residence at the George Washing-
ton Masonic Memorial, is dedicated to advancing the art of English handbell ringing.
Contact Virginia Bronze at vab@vabronze.org to request a concert at galas, embassies,
festivals, weddings, association conferences, and Washington conventions.
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ALEXANDRIA CITY
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Kindergarten Registration. 9 a.m.-1

p.m. at all elementary schools across
Alexandria City Public Schools.
Parents are encouraged to walk into
their neighborhood school to collect
a registration packet. Children must
be 5 years old on or before Sept. 30
to register for kindergarten. All
children born in the U.S. and who
speak English at home must register
at their home elementary school,
even if they will attend a different
school. If a child was not born in the
U.S or does not speak English as a
first language, register at the Office
of English Language Learner Services
at ACPS Central Office at 1340
Braddock Place, Alexandria. Visit
www.acps.k12.va.us.

THROUGH APRIL 15
Free Tax Preparation. Wednesdays,

10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Lee Center, 1108
Jefferson St., Alexandria. For
taxpayers with low and middle
income. All ages, with special
attention to seniors. Federal and
Virginia tax returns prepared and
electronically filed by IRS-certified
volunteers. Tax questions can be
answered. Bring your photo ID(s),
Social Security Card(s), tax
documents, and your prior year tax
return.

Free Tax Preparation. Saturdays, 9
a.m.-noon; Wednesdays, 6:30-8 p.m.
at 2525 Mount Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. The City of Alexandria is
offering free tax preparation to
qualifying residents. Taxpayers are
eligible if their income is below
approximately $35,000 for
individuals and $53,000 for families.

Volunteers from Community Tax Aid,
Inc. will ensure that taxpayers apply
for all applicable credits and
deductions. The following
documentation is required: Social
Security cards for each family
member; a photo ID for the
taxpayer(s); dependents’ income
documents; W-2 forms and other
income records such as Social
Security, bank interest or SSI;
receipts or records for expenses such
as child care and education; Form
1095-A if you purchased health
insurance through the marketplace;
and if possible, a copy of last year’s
tax return. People will be seen on a
first come, first served basis. For
further information, to request a
disability accommodation or to
receive materials in an alternative
format, contact Esperita Bullard at
703-746-6070.

COMMUNITY INPUT WANTED
Call.Click.Connect. is designed to

allow community members to submit
service requests, report problems,
search for information, or find
contact information by either calling
a dedicated HELP line or accessing
the Call.Click.Connect. website.
Continue to check the
Call.Click.Connect. Usability and
Outreach project page at
alexandriava.gov/82564 for updated
locations and times. Upcoming
opportunities to provide input: Cora
Kelly Recreation Center - Saturday,
March 28, 9-11 a.m

STUDENT SUCCESS
Parent Education. 6-7:30 p.m.,

Tuesdays at Ladrey High Rise, 300

Wythe St. or Wednesdays at
Brookside Center, 601 Four Mile Run
Road. Join the FACE Center, Stop
Child Abuse Now (SCAN) of
Northern Virginia and a network of
other providers to learn how to
ensure a child’s academic success and
quality of life. Free. Contact Krishna
Leyva at 703-824-6865 or
krishna.leyva@acps.k12.va.us for
more.

SATURDAY/MARCH 28
Call.Click.Connect. Evaluation. 9

a.m. – 11 a.m. at the Cora Kelly
Recreation Center, 25 West Reed
Ave. The City of Alexandria would
like your input on its customer
service system, Call.Click.Connect.
Learn more at alexandriava.gov/
82564.

Friends of Alexandria Archaeology
Meeting. 11 a.m. at Alexandria
Archaeology Museum, 105 North
Union St., #327. Volunteers review
the past year’s activities and discuss
ideas and plans for next year’s
calendar of events. Free. See
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org.

TUESDAY/MARCH 31
Homebuyer Training. 6-9 p.m.

Office of Housing Conference
Room, 421 King Street, Suite 200.
The City of Alexandria provides
monthly homebuyer training class.
The session, taught in Spanish,
gives students access to Virginia
Housing Development Authority
(VHDA)’s below market interest
rates. To register, contact Oscar
Bermudez at 202-667-7006, ext.
230 or email
oscarbermudez@housingetc.org.

Bulletin Board
Email announcements to gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Include date, time,

location, description and contact for event: phone, email and/or website. Photos and
artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before event.



10  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  March 26 - April 1, 2015 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Opinion
www.AlexandriaGazette.com

@AlexGazette

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered

to homes and businesses.
Published by

Local Media Connection LLC

1606 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Free digital edition delivered to
your email box. Go to

connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Steven Mauren
Editor, 703-778-9415

smauren@connectionnewspapers.com

Vernon Miles
Reporter, 703-615-0960

vmiles@connectionnewspapers.com

Jeanne Theismann
703-778-9436

jtheismann@connectionnewspapers.com
@TheismannMedia

Jon Roetman
Sports Editor, 703-752-4013

jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
@jonroetman

Steve Artley
Cartoonist

artley@connectionnewspapers.com

ADVERTISING:
For advertising information

sales@connectionnewspapers.com
703-778-9431

Debbie Funk
Disply Advertising/National Sales

703-778-9444
debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com

Julie Ferrill
Display Advertising, 703-778-9446

jferrill@connectionnewspapers.com

Tara Lloyd
Display Advertising, 703-778-9447

tlloyd@connectionnewspapers.com

Andrea Smith
Classified Advertising, 703-778-9411

asmith@connectionnewspapers.com

David Griffin
Marketing Assistant

703-778-9431
dgriffin@connectionnewspapers.com

Publisher
Jerry Vernon

jvernon@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor & Publisher
Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
@MaryKimm

Editor in Chief
Steven Mauren
Photography:

John Bordner, Deb Cobb,
Louise Krafft, Craig Sterbutzel

Art/Design:
Laurence Foong, John Heinly

Production Manager:
Geovani Flores

Editor Emeritus:
Mary Anne Weber

CIRCULATION: 703-778-9426
Circulation Manager:

Ann Oliver
circulation@connectionnewspapers.com

A Connection Newspaper

The Alexandria Gazette Packet is distributed
weekly to selected homes in the

City of Alexandria.
Any owners or occupants of premises that
do not wish to receive the paper can notify

the publisher by telephone at 703-778-9426
or by email to

circulation@connectionnewspapers.com,
and the distributor will be notified to

discontinue service.

Gazette Packet
Alexandria

By John Porter

ACT for Alexandria

O
n Wednesday, March 25, the
Alexandria Council of Human
Service Organizations
(ACHSO) released its recently

completed report “Meeting Needs Today: A
Needs Assessment of the Alexandria Human
Services System” — an update of the last
needs assessment in 2008. This is the sec-
ond in a series of studies commissioned by
ACHSO following last year’s “Return on In-
vestment: Alexandria Nonprofit Impact Re-
port.” Both studies can be downloaded at:
www.achsova.org

“Meeting Needs Today” provides a snap-
shot update of impressions regarding the
state of Alexandria’s human services system
— services, service gaps and service im-
provements — since the last needs assess-
ment in 2008. The research model included
formal focus groups and a broadly dissemi-
nated survey to determine access to services
and information, barriers to progress since
the previous study and recommendations for
future direction. The report provides impor-

tant information to the pub-
lic and policy makers about
the challenges faced by chil-
dren, youth and families in
the city in hopes of strength-
ening support for a stronger
and more robust human ser-
vices support system in Alex-
andria.

The study outlines five major areas which re-
peatedly were noted by those interviewed and
surveyed. These key issues are:

❖ Development of more affordable housing.
❖ Early intervention for physical and behav-

ioral health and development issues for youth.
❖ Bridging the information gap for immigrant

non-English speakers, and more specifically, im-
migrants who also cannot read or write in their
native language.

❖ Bridging the eligibility gap between subsidy
levels and income needed to afford the market
cost of services.

❖ Enhancing nonprofit advocacy — particularly
at the local and state levels.

The report provides next step recommendations
in hopes of inspiring community engagement and
action to more effectively address the needs and

issues noted in the report. ACHSO will con-
tinue efforts to raise awareness throughout the
community and engage stakeholders in further
discussions to this end.

ACHSO was launched in 2006 as a joint ini-
tiative of ACT for Alexandria and the City of
Alexandria’s Department of Community and
Human Services to bring together city and non-
profit organization leaders to network, collabo-
rate, share best practices, and leverage re-
sources. Working together has proven valuable
for creating an innovative and integrated ap-
proach to providing important human services
to residents.

I hope you will read the report, share it with
others, and let decision makers know the im-
portance of providing necessary resources to
assist those who are most vulnerable in our
community.

As W. H. Auden once remarked, “We are all
here on earth to help others; what others are
here for, I don’t know.” Your support of
ACHSO’s work and that of the city and non-
profit providers will make a difference.

Working Together for the Community

See Letters,  Page 12
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Too Much
Talk of Lawsuits
To the Editor:

Can you believe it? Mayor Euille
has declared another legal war.
This time it’s against a railroad for
moving further from homes its site
where ethanol is transferred from
railcars into tanker trucks.

Has there ever been a mayor of
Alexandria who brought more le-
gal actions against its tax-paying

businesses and citizens? Get this:
Litigant Euille is the same Euille
who was among those who ap-
proved building the homes next to
the existing railroad site in the first
place.

Is he next going to sue all the
gasoline trucks that travel
throughout Alexandria daily dis-
charging explosive, flammable
fuel into underground tanks
throughout Alexandria? Or the
gazillion citizens who pump this
fuel into smaller tanks in their

cars? Or every restaurant that uses
combustible cooking oil? Remem-
ber, each legal war he wages is
paid with your money.

Frankly, I’d like more leadership
using litigation only as a last la-
mentable resort. Lack of the
former and too much of the latter
is another signal that it’s time to
change mayors

Jimm Roberts
Alexandria

Letters to the Editor

Thanks
From the
Ballyshaners
To the Editor:

The Ballyshaners enjoyed host-
ing our 34th Annual St. Patrick’s
Day Parade in Alexandria on
March 7. We hope that the specta-
tors enjoyed it as much as we did.
Our thanks go out to all of the
groups who drove, marched,
danced and walked in the parade.
Key thanks go to the Alexandria
Police Department, the Sheriff ’s
Department, and staff from the
city’s Department of Recreation,
Parks and Cultural Activities for
managing the event’s logistics. We
are especially grateful to Transpor-
tation and Environmental Services
staff for clearing the snow from the
streets, making the parade pos-
sible. The Ballyshaners also extend
special appreciation to King Street
Blues for opening early, serving as
a headquarters for the parade staff
and volunteers.

We look forward to bringing you
next year’s parade, Saturday,
March 5, 2016.

JJ Kelly
Chairman, Ballyshaners

Is Safety
A Priority?
To the Editor:
As most of us know, the three ba

John Porter is president/CEO of ACT for Alexandria
and co-convener of the Alexandria Council of Human
Service Organizations.
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We are a full-service veterinary hospital focused
on high-quality medicine, surgery, and dentistry.
We are located in the heart of Shirlington Village,
across the stream from Shirlington Dog Park.
Open 7 days a week!

Dana Carr, DVM • Adrienne Hergen, DVM

703-570-6600
2770 S. Arlington Mill Drive, Arlington, VA 22206
Mon-Fri 8 am-7 pm • Sat 8 am-2 pm • Sun 10 am-2 pm

shirlingtonanimalhospital.com
Follow us on Facebook.

NOW OPEN!

Opinion

By Sarah Drexler

Director of the

Friendly Visitor Program

Senior Services of Alexandria

S
enior Services of Alexandria has a
new service for seniors as part of
its Senior Nutrition Program called
“Groceries to Go.” This service is

for seniors 60 and over who live in the City
of Alexandria and have a difficult time gro-
cery shopping on their own.

Groceries to Go, was started as a pilot
program last fall, and our clients are thrilled

with the service. To ac-
complish this new service,
SSA found a wonderful
partner in Steve Mason,
general manager, and his
staff at the Giant on Duke

Street in Alexandria. One of our program
participants states that, “with the passage
of time, aging and temporary or permanent
disabilities, grocery shopping ceases to be
fun.”

She goes on to say that “she was fortu-
nate to find the ‘Groceries to Go’ program
that delivers groceries to her door, rain, sleet
or snow and now she doesn’t have to worry
about how to get the heavy kitty litter up

the stairs.”
SSA volunteers contact all program par-

ticipants by telephone to confirm their shop-
ping lists before the grocery delivery day.

Volunteers then order clients’ groceries ev-
ery other Tuesday. Shopping orders are pro-
cessed onsite at the Giant on Duke Street
are then delivered by SSA volunteers, ev-

New Program for Seniors: ‘Groceries to Go’
ery other Thursday. There is no delivery fee.
Seniors must have a debit or credit card to
participate in the service, and will be
charged for the groceries purchased on their
behalf after each shop.

On the day of delivery, volunteers pick
up the shopping orders and deliver the gro-
ceries between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. to their
assigned seniors’ kitchens, and if requested
to do so, will put the groceries away, loosen
lids, and help dispose of any out dated or
expired food items.

One of our long-term volunteers states,
“I really enjoy my bi-weekly visits with my
new friend and look forward to catching up
on all the latest news about her family and
hearing her marvelous stories. Although it
started out as an opportunity to ‘give back’
in a meaningful way, I’m quite sure that I
get the better end of the deal.”

Senior Services is proud of this new ser-
vice that compliments its mission to “foster
independence, and self-sufficiency, enabling
seniors within the city of Alexandria to age
with dignity.”

If you’re a senior and would like to try
“Groceries to Go,” or if you’re interested in
volunteering call Senior Services of Alex-
andria at 703-836-4414, ext. 120 or email
friendlyvisitor@seniorservicesalex.org.

Senior Services Volunteers and Giant Food employees working together
on SSA’s “Groceries to Go” delivery day orders.

Senior

Services of

Alexandria
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Opinion

By Valerie Bambha

W
hy should young people volun-
teer? Isn’t that something only
seniors do? Not at all. Young

people who volunteer gain valuable insight
into the inner workings of their communi-
ties and are able to obtain a wider perspec-

tive by supporting the
diverse missions of non-
profit organizations.
Volunteering is more

than just a few hours of free labor; it’s an
opportunity for networking, skill building
and individual growth.

I speak from experience. As a gap year
student taking a year off before college to
learn to navigate the complex twists and
turns of the “real world,” I can confidently
say that volunteering has been an irreplace-
able part of my time.

The organizational and interpersonal
skills I have acquired will assist me at the
College of William & Mary this fall and into
the rest of my adult life.

As part of this year, I wanted to push
myself to try things that were outside of my
comfort zone. Though an artsy, creative,
bookish type, I found myself on my hands
and knees digging holes and yanking weeds

at the American Horticul-
tural Society thanks to an
entry I found in the Vol-
unteer Alexandria data-
base. I now know the
names of various garden
tools (scuffle hoe any-
one?) and am rather
proud of my expanded
plant vocabulary. During
my time at the AHS, I
also met some unforget-
table people, staff and
fellow volunteers whose
exuberance and energy
made me feel excited
about the work I was do-
ing and treated me like I
was part of the team.

I also underwent the
volunteer training at Ten
Thousand Villages of Al-
exandria, a fair trade store dedicated to pro-
viding artisans in developing countries with
fair, living wages. I learned how to operate
the cash register, unpack and catalog ship-
ments and interact with the customers in
the store. I had not fully appreciated how
much work maintaining a retail shop could
be until I was behind the register myself.

Volunteering can also
unlock the door to a
whole new series of op-
portunities. I began vol-
unteering once a week at
my dance studio in 2010
as an assistant teacher. I
now am an intern and
help teach six classes a
week.

I love working with the
students and giving back
to a place that has been
important to me since I
was a little girl. That for
me is truly the best part
of service, knowing that
I’ve helped make some-
thing that was special for
me special for someone
else. The bright eyes and
young smiles at the end

of the day are all I need to know I’ve made
a difference.

For anyone interested in volunteering,
you can call the Volunteer Alexandria of-
fices at 703-836-2176 or visit
www.VolunteerAlexandria.org and search
the many opportunities available in our
community.

Volunteering before college.Filling the Gap

Commentary

Valerie Bambha volunteer-
ing at the American Horti-
cultural Society.
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Letters to the Editor

From Page 10

By Luisa Reyes

I
 hate it. I don’t want to read it
anymore.” That was Arianna’s
first reaction to “Runny Babbit” by

Shel Silverstein. However, with the encour-
agement and support of her tutor/mentor,
Lorene Wescott, the following week she
tried it again and fell in love with the book.

Wescott and Arianna
have been working to-
gether since the spring of
2013. Wescott, an avid

reader, remembers going to the library sev-
eral times a week with her family and be-
ing surrounded with books. She believes
reading is an important skill and wanted to
help a student improve his or her reading.

Tutoring is the base of their relationship,
but they enjoy doing other things as well.
Wescott and Arianna have participated in
many of the enrichment activities hosted
by Wright to Read, such as the annual pic-
nic and holiday dinner. One of their favor-
ite trips was going to Burgundy Farm and
interacting with the animals. Arianna, al-
though nervous, held a bunny in her hands
for the first time.

Wescott enjoys sharing some of her child-
hood favorite things with Arianna. She re-
cently found her sticker collection and
showed it to her. Arianna enjoys seeing the
variety of stickers Wescott collected when
she was about her age. She also enjoys tak-
ing a sticker home with her at the end of
their weekly tutoring.

They’ve conintued to read other Shel
Silverstien books and Wescott also intro-
duced Arianna to Amelia Bedelia. Although,
Arianna was unsure about reading the same
books Wescott enjoyed while growing up,
at the end, she always asked, “Are there
more?”

Celebrating 35 years of giving the gift of literacy,
Wright to Read has been serving elementary school
students who are reading below grade level. Volun-
teers meet with their student once a week for an hour
in the evenings or on the weekend. Wright to Read
is a member of the Alexandria Mentoring Partner-
ship. The Alexandria Mentoring Partnership (AMP)
was created in 2006 to ensure that quality mentors
and mentor programs are available for Alexandria’s
youth and young adults in need. There are 11 pro-
fessionally managed programs in the partnership
that need adult mentors. To learn more about AMP,
visit: http://www.alexandriava.gov/Mentoring.

Lorene Wescott and Arianna

Sharing
Stories
“

See Letters,  Page 26

sic tenants of local government are the
health, welfare and safety of its residents.
The issue at hand is the Eisenhower West
Fire Station, #210, which was approved by
the mayor and council in 2008 and has been
constructed on Eisenhower West and to
date, remains empty. A little bit of history
is needed to explain this major faux pas.
The Eisenhower East Small Area Plan was
adopted by council on March 15, 2003
when Eileen Fogerty was director of Plan-
ning and Zoning and the question was
raised about the need to have a fire station
to meet the needs of that area and its sur-
rounding developments. However, for what-
ever reason, our elected officials at that time
let it slide by and no funding was made
available. Unfortunately, the Eisenhower
Valley development did not include all of
Eisenhower Avenue, so only Eisenhower
East was developed. So here we are in 2015
wherein fire station 210 on Eisenhower
Avenue West remains empty and continues
to not be part of the city manager’s budget
for the past seven years.
Of course there are lots of fingers of blame
to go around which includes Mayor Euille
and all members of council along with act-
ing city manager Mark Jinks, previous city
manager Rashad Young along with city staff
who assist in drafting a budget based on
the supposed “guidelines and direction”
from Mayor Euille and all members of coun-
cil.
Based on the new paradigm for Mr. Jinks’
current budget, he and his staff have divided
the budget up into four areas, one of which
is related to safety and experienced staff.
This is not rocket science and the safety of
this West End neighborhood apparently is

off the screen for our budget folks, elected
officials and senior staff. When 911 calls are
made to respond to a fire on the Duke Street
side of the West End, Station 209 (Potomac
Yard) is the first fire station to receive the
call and hopefully they have trucks avail-
able to respond. Should there be some kind
of ethanol explosion at the Norfolk South-
ern site, fire station 209 is where the foam
equipment is located and the most experi-
enced firefighters are located to fight an
ethanol incident. That being said, if foam
is needed and if 209 is the closest and not
already occupied, and Potomac Yard fire
station 209 is the only thing available why
not keep this equipment, trained staff at the
already existing empty fire station 210 lo-
cated on Eisenhower West?
Where are our city’s priorities? Too busy
spending taxpayer dollars on issues not re-
lated to the health, welfare and safety of
our citizens and increasing taxes via fees?
How can the city expect any businesses to
move into the West Eisenhower neighbor-
hood knowing that any calls for fire assis-
tance or medical help will be dispatched to
fire station 209 at Potomac Yard. This is
totally unacceptable, but not surprising
from all of our current elected officials and
those from the past seven years who voted
to build fire station 210. Are we safe in Al-
exandria and especially in the Eisenhower
Valley or does keeping fire stations open in
Old Town and other parts of the city more
important? The money is there.
Time to delete the $1.8 million set aside
for AEDP. Time to delete the $3.8 million
set aside for ACVS. Time to reduce the in-
creased spending for ACPS. These are
wants, not needs and do not comply with
the basic responsibilities of city government.

Shame on all of current and past elected
officials, those who have known about this
matter since approval for fire station 210
was done in 2008 .

Annabelle Fisher
Alexandria

Still Much
To Be Done
To the Editor:

On behalf of Virginia Fair Share, I would
like to extend our sincere gratitude to the
City Council of Alexandria.

On Tuesday March 10, the City Council
of Alexandria unanimously approved a
proclamation affirming the efforts of Hun-
ger-Free Alexandria to combat food hard-
ship locally and commending the efforts of
Gov. Terry McAuliffe and First Lady Dorothy
McAuliffe for their work to address child-
hood hunger at the state level with the Com-
monwealth Council on Bridging the Nutri-
tional Divide.

This proclamation not only recognizes the
hard work that has been done to reduce the
number of people and children at risk of
food insecurity but also represents a re-
newed commitment on behalf of the City
of Alexandria to make ending hunger a pri-
ority. Alexandrian’s should be extremely
proud of the leaders that they have elected,
who are fighting and will continue to fight
for everyone to have enough to eat.

I would especially like to thank Mayor Bill
Euille and Vice Mayor Allison Silberberg for
their important contributions. Mayor Euille

Mentor of

The Month
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Old Town  606 Princess
Street, Alexandria, VA

Located on a delightful cob-
blestone block, this circa 1820
brick end 3 BR + 2 1/2 BA
townhome is the epitome of
Old Town charm!  $885,000

Donnan C. Wintermute
CBmove.com/AX8298400

A LEADER IN
LUXURY REAL ESTATE

Oak Grove  1418 Janneys Ln, Alexandria, VA
Just Reduced! Craftmark former model, min’s to D.C., Old Town &
Metro. High-end luxury finishes, great entertaining and family spaces.
Near St.Stephens-St.Agnes. 6BR 6.5BA 3CGAR.   $2,290,000
Susan Gray Chambers  CBmove.com/AX8492977

Kingstowne  6022 Masondale Road, Alexandria, VA
Gorgeous, open and airy 4 bedroom, 4.5 bath home in convenient
Kingstowne. Open main floor, 9'+ ceilings, large master suite, stone
front with porch, grill deck, 2-car garage.  $824,900
Karen Leonard  CBmove.com/FX8547675

Old Town  600 South Lee Street, Alexandria, VA
Perfect location with River views located 1 block from the River, end
brick townhome w/4 brs, 3.5 baths, gourmet kitchen, high ceilings,
crown molding, hardwoods and more. $1,199,000
Bonnie Rivkin  CBmove.com/AX8496964

Villamay  121Tatum Dr, Alexandria, VA
Custom-built house on 1.6 acres hillside lot covered with trees. A most
private setting. 4 BR, 3 BA, skylights, exposed brick walls, near 3,000
sq.ft. Price reduced.  $875,000
Bob Hamilton  CBmove.com/FX8537770

Open Sun 1-4pm  Maple Heights  4202 Maple Tree Court,
Alexandria, VA  Beautifully renovated center-hall colonial. Over 4000
sq ft above grade, open floor plan, stunning kitchen & light filled great
rm  & fully fin bsmt.  Large lot on cul-de-sac.  $1,499,000
The York Group  CBmove.com/AX8539710

Burke Centre  10085 Marshall Pond Rd, Burke, VA
Completely Remodeled 4 Lvl Colonial. 4BR, 2.5 BA, New Kit Cabinets
& Granite Counters, SS Appliances, MSTR w/Sitting Rm, FR w/FPL,
Fam. Rm Lower Lvl & Much More!  $599,950
Steve Deleyiannis  CBmove.com/FX8572109

Fairlington Villages  4826 30th Street S., Arlington, VA
Rarely available Dominion Model 3 level updated end unit town house.
3 bed/2 bath, granite, stainless, custom moldings, built-ins, private
fenced yard with brick patio. Location!!!  $550,000
Lyssa Seward  CBmove.com/AR8570734

In 1906, Colbert Coldwell founded a real
estate company with a philosophy that was
different from others of the day, putting the
customer’s best interest above all. Coldwell
Banker® is a premier real estate organization
with over 100 years of exemplary customer
service. Our vision involves providing
exceptional representation for exceptional
properties.

Coldwell Banker Previews International®,
the luxury marketing platform of Coldwell
Banker, is successful because of a simple
formula:

•Local, national and international luxury
real estate market leadership

•Global Strength with an unparalleled
network

•Commitment to service excellence at
every level of the organization

Belle Haven on The Green  1789 Duffield Ln, Alexandria, VA
Fabulous TH w/Palladian window, French Doors, 2-Story Foyer,
Vaulted Ceiling & More! Rare Finished LL, FP & Great flr plan. Close to
Huntington Metro, Metro Bus, Bellehaven CC &  Shops!  $625,000
Gayl Warman  CBmove.com/FX8541411

6317 Barrister Place, Alexandria, VA
Everything has been done for you! New roof, HVAC, windows, wood
floors, gourmet kitchen, all 3.5 baths, even a new shed in your large
back patio, yard. 3 Bedrooms also included!  $639,900
Bonnie Rivkin  CBmove.com/FX8557421
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Alexandria. Wednesdays-Fridays and
Sundays. In the show, a painter’s
brush sets a young cherry blossom’s
world into motion. Infused with
whimsical dance, vibrant colors, and
dynamic live music, join Blossom on
her journey from the red mountains
down to the indigo city in this new
piece that celebrates Japanese
culture. Best for children ages 2-5
and their families. Arts on the
Horizon is a theatre company that
produces original work exclusively

L. Fisher Art Gallery at the
Alexandria Campus of Northern
Virginia Community College, 4915
East Campus Drive, Alexandria. “In
and of the Land” is a two person
exhibition of recent work in paintings
by Clive Pates and ceramics by
Virginia Rood Pates. Visit
www.nvcc.edu/schlesingercenter/
Gallery for more.

“Four.” Through Sunday, March 29 11
a.m.-6 p.m. at The Associates Gallery,
Studio 319, at the Torpedo Factory,

By Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet

M
any bars in Old Town Alex-
andria have live music ven-
ues. Some have folk musi-
cians perform on a small

stage, others have karaoke nights. John
Strongbow’s Tavern on King Street is, so
far, the only one to regularly feature regu-
lar “jam sessions” with bagpipes. Every
fourth Sunday of the month, Peter Walker
and members of his band, The Devil’s Tai-
lors, play in the main dining room at
Strongbow’s, a medieval tavern in Old
Town, where they invite other local musi-
cians to join them and play traditional Scot-
tish songs.

Technically, Walker leads the group with
a tune played from his border pipes which
a variant of their more infamous cousin,
the bagpipes. The border pipes aren’t quite
as abrasive as the bagpipes and Walker says
they accompany fiddle tunes better,
whereas highland bagpipes are meant to
be played alongside drums. While the mu-
sic is certainly a draw to the restaurant on
Sunday mornings, the group is mindful that
the patrons are primarily there to eat and
dine in peace, and the music is a back-
ground feature. This is evident when the
group gathers on the stage, instruments at
the ready, only to wait a half-hour for two
patrons at a nearby table to finish their
meal.

Walker’s group relocated to Alexandria
in January, making the March 22 session
its third appearance at Strongbow’s tavern.
Walker’s “jam sessions” have had nomadic
existence across the region: starting in 2004
at the Royal Mile pub in Wheaton, Md., and
eventually relocating to O’Sullivan’s in

Herndon. The jam sessions mostly consist
of members of Devil’s Tailors, but he says
members of the community often come out
and join them and some have become regu-
lars.

Sandy Hoar has played fiddle for the past
11 years and played with the group when
they were at the location in Wheaton, but
this is her first time joining them at
Strongbow’s.

“You never know if it’s going to be three
people here,” said Hoar, “or 20.”

Brandon Kennedy was a newcomer to the
group, showing up just before the first song
and nervously pulling his fiddle from its
case. He’s already sent a message to the
facebook group, but he still asks if it’s all
right to join. As soon as the music starts
though, he’s immediately in sync with the
rest of the group.

“I just googled ‘jam sessions,’” said
Kennedy, an Alexandria resident, “I have
been looking for something like this in the
area.”

Kennedy says he enjoys this type of infor-
mal concert. Not only is it a good place to
practice, but Kennedy says that he loves that

it feels like it’s part of a long-standing oral
tradition.

It’s Barbara Saliunas’ second time at one
of the Strongbow’s jam sessions. She’s
played Scottish style fiddle for 10 years,
becoming enthralled with it after hearing a
concert played in 2003’s Smithsonian Folk
Life Festival. Immediately after the concert,
she sought out instruction in Scottish style
string instruments and put her training in
classical music on hold.

“Most of the people here aren’t full time
musicians,” said Saliunas, “we all have jobs
that we do to pay the bills.”

Like many others in the jam session,
Walker isn’t Scottish, not even a little. His
family is Irish-English, but he says there’s
something in the rhythm of Scottish folk
tunes that feels very familiar to many Ameri-
cans.

ºWalker attributes it to American folk’s
— and by extension Country and Rock —
roots in Scottish music played in the Ameri-
can colonies by settlers. In Alexandria, a city
founded in large part by Scottish settlers,
the music represents a piece of the city’s
ancestry.

for children ages 0-6 and their
families in Northern Virginia and the
DC metro area. $8, tickets online or
at the door on the day of the
performance. Box office: 703-967-
0437. Visit
www.ArtsOnTheHorizon.org for
more.

“In and of the Land.” Through
Sunday, March 29, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and during performances at The
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall &
Arts Center, Margaret W. and Joseph

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
Blossom’s Rainbow. Runs through

Sunday, March 29. 10:30 am. at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.,

Peter Walker, his band members and other attendees of his Jam Session at John Strongbow’s Tavern.

“When you think of Ireland, you think of
rolling green hills,” said Walker. “And when
you think of Scotland, you think mostly of
rocks and crags. That carries over into the
language and style of the music … There’s
an energy there that’s compelling.”

The reception on March 22 seemed
mixed. The two patrons sitting near the mu-
sicians immediately moved across the room
as soon as the music started playing. Oth-
ers playing a card game at a nearby table
complained throughout the first song, but
when the second song started one recog-
nized it from the 2002 sci-fi show Firefly.
By the third song, several members of the
card-playing cadre were tapping their feet
and nodding along.

“It’s usually more customers tapping their
feet than complaining,” said Ramona
Cojocaru, a manager at Strongbow’s Tav-
ern. “Customers usually stay longer. They
stay to listen to the jam music, it’s some-
thing special. Not every place has Scottish
music, and we’ve only been doing it for
about two months now. Once more people
start to know we do it every month, then it
will start to get more popular.”
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Spring Fun & Entertainment

105 North Union St., Alexandria. The
Torpedo Factory gallery presents
“Four,” featuring photographer Julie
Patrick, mixed media artist Kara
Hammond, painter Jill Finsen and
painting/mixed media artist Barbara
Muth. TAG will present a new show
each month. Visit torpedofactory.org
for more.

“Reconstructing the Landscape.”
Through April 6 at The Art League,
Studio 21 in the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 North Union St.,

‘Devil’s
Tailors’ Sow
Roots in
Alexandria
Scottish music group
finds new home in
Old Town tavern.

Calendar
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Exp. 4/30/15

127 N. Washington St., Alexandria • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Spring Specials
RestaurantRestaurantRestaurant

• Fresh Jumbo Shad Roe
• Split Pea Soup
• Venison Medallions
 • Beef Wellington

• Dover Sole
 • Coq au Vin
 • Cassoulet

 • Bouillabaisse

Le Refuge was rated #1 in Alexandria
on TripAdvisor. Thank you for your

continued support.

To honor Mom on Mother’s Day,
send us your favorite snapshots of
you with your Mom and The
Alexandria Gazette Packet will pub-
lish them in our Mother’s Day issue.
Be sure to include some information
about what’s going on in the photo,
plus your name and phone number
and town of residence. To e-mail
digital photos, send to:
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

Or to mail photo prints, send to:
The Alexandria Gazette Packet,

“Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,”
1606 King St.,

Alexandria, VA 22314
Photo prints will be returned to

you if you include a stamped, self-
addressed envelope, but please don’t
send us anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”

Spring Fun & Entertainment

Chapman. Through May 25, 9 a.m.-
4 p.m. at the Donald W. Reynolds
Museum and Education Center
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway, Mount Vernon. Nine
unique paintings by the Virginia born
artist John Gadsby Chapman (1808-
1889) illustrating landscape scenes
important to George Washington’s
biography are on view. Visit
www.mountvernon.org.

“Paws ‘N Claws for Art.” Runs
through May 31 at Vola Lawson
Animal Shelter, 4101 Eisenhower
Ave., Alexandria. Del Ray Artisans
and Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria teamed up to present this
animal-themed, fundraising exhibit.
Both nonprofits receive a percentage
of each sale. Also showing, but not
for sale, will be UpCycle’s Fur-Vor
project community-based student-
recycled dog art. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/GWW
for more.

“Intricacies” Exhibit. Through
Sunday, May 31 at various times at
Convergence, 1801 N. Quaker Lane.
Artist-Photographer Nina Tisara
unveils her “Intricacies” exhibit, a
collection of mosaics. Visit
www.ourconvergence.org.

Alexandria Cars & Coffee invites car
enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Owners of classic cars, hot rods,
exotic cars, motorcycles and more
meet to share car stories and drink
coffee. Group meets the first Sunday
of every month. 8:30-11 a.m.

George Washington’s Mount
Vernon has joined Thomas
Jefferson’s Monticello and James
Madison’s Montpelier to expand the
“Presidents Passport,” Virginia’s
premier presidential trail. As an
added bonus to this year’s program,

Alexandria. “Reconstructing the
Landscape” feautres large-scale
abstract paintings by Claudia
Cappelle. Visit www.theartleague.org
or call 703-683-1780.

Michael Graves Memorial Exhibit.
Through Friday, April 10 during
library hours at Beatley Central
Library, 5005 Duke St. The architect
and designer of the Charles E.
Beatley, Jr. Central Library, Michael
Graves, passed away on March 12.
The Library has devoted a memorial
table of his work along with a feature
on the Alexandria Library website.
Visit www.alexandria.lib.va.us.

Art Exhibit. Through Tuesday, April
14. Sunday and Monday, 12-5 p.m.;
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday,
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Friday and Saturday,
10 a.m.-8 p.m. at Principle Gallery,
208 King St. Artist Kevin Fitzgerald
presents a collection of coastal
images painted in the tonalist style.
Visit www.principlegallery.com.

“Strong Men and Women.”
Through April 14 at Alexandria
Library, 5005 Duke St. The display
honors distinguished African-
Americans from Virginia. Contact
Kyle Maier at 703-746-1776.

Art Show. Through May 3 at Cove, 805
King St., Alexandria. Cove will
partner with ArtSee to open the
doors of their Alexandria location for
a reception featuring the work of
Alexandria artist, Pete McCutchen.
The work on display shares
McCutchen’s “Geometrics” series.
Visit cove.is for more.

Art Exhibit. Through Sunday, May 3 at
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105
North Union St. Two new exhibits
will be on display at the Multiple
Exposures Gallery by artists Susan
Meyers and Colleen Henderson. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org.

Nine Paintings from John

visitors to the Alexandria Visitors
Center at 221 King St. showing or
purchasing a ticket to any of the
three presidential estates will, upon
request, receive for free Alexandria’s
“Key to the City” pass, which grants
access into nine historic sites and
museums in Alexandria-a $26 added
value. Visit
www.PresPassport.Monticello.org for
more.

Fifty Years of Collecting. Tuesday-
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sundays
noon-5 p.m. Fort Ward Museum
4301 West Braddock Road. An
anniversary exhibit of objects from
the Fort Ward collection. Free. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-746-
4848.

Dinner for the Washingtons. Noon
at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. A walking tour
that goes behind the scenes to find
out how food was prepared and
served before the era of microwaves
and TV dinners. $5 in addition to
estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ for more.

The Monday Morning Birdwalk has
been a weekly event at Huntley
Meadows since 1985. It takes place
every week, rain or shine (except
during electrical storms, strong
winds, or icy trails), at 7 a.m. (8 a.m.
November through March), is free of
charge, requires no reservation, and
is open to all. Birders meet in the
parking lot at the park’s entrance at
3701 Lockheed Blvd. Direct questions
to Park staff during normal business
hours at 703-768-2525.Thursday/
March 26

Art and Book Sale. 1-5 p.m. at Mt.
Vernon Unitarian Church, 1909
Windmill Land, Alexandria. Find art,
children’s books, and individually
priced books. Visit the Hollin Hall
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Resources for Artistic Vision and Engagement)
micro-granting dinner. Attendees hear four short
presentations on new arts-related projects. After
an interactive communal dinner, they vote and
the chosen presenter receives an on-the-spot
grant. Tickets are $15 for dinner and a vote.
Visit ourconvergence.org.

Orchestra. 7 p.m. at The George Washington
Masonic Memorial Theatre, 611 King St. The
Symphony Orchestra of Northern Virginia
presents “Les Misérables.” Visit
www.sonovamusic.org for more.

SUNDAY/MARCH 29
“Arts on the Horizon.” 10:30 a.m. at The

Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. “Blossom’s Rainbow”
is a combination of live music and dance
narrating the journey of “Blossom.” Tickets are
$8. Visit www.nvfaa.org.

Easter Egg Hunt. 2:30 p.m. at Spring Hills
Mount Vernon Assisted Living Center, 3709
Shannon’s Green Way. Seniors and their families
may enjoy Easter-themed festivities and crafts,
then partake in an egg hunt. Free. Register by
calling 703-650-0779.

Dance in the Gallery. 2 p.m. at The Athenaeum,
201 Prince St. Take a sneak peek at the group’s
spring concert lineup. Free. Visit
www.nvfaa.org.

Concert. 3 p.m. at Mount Vernon Unitarian
Church, 1909 Windmill Lane. Works by Dukas,
Koetsier, Gershwin, Beethoven, Bernstein,
Valjean and Piazzolla will be presented by the
Ars Nova Chamber Orchestra. Free. Visit
www.ancoselftconducted.org.

Exhibit Reception. 2-4 p.m. at Torpedo Factory
Art Center, 105 North Union St. Two new
exhibits will be on display at the Multiple
Exposures Gallery by artists Susan Meyers and
Colleen Henderson. Attend the reception. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org.

10th Annual Spring Forward. 6-9 p.m. at
Union Street Public House, 121 S Union St.
Nonprofit Community Lodgings is hosting their
annual Spring Forward event featuring a silent
auction, live music, an open bar, and dinner.

The Associates Gallery (TAG), located at the Torpedo Factory, studio 319, 105 North Union St., is
introducing a new exhibit, “Layers” starting March 30. The exhibit will feature four artists; ceramics
artist Bev Andrews, painter Ann Noel, mixed media artist Gail Spencer Saour and fine arts photogra-
pher Jo Ann Tooley. The exhibit will run until April 25. TAG Gallery’s hours are 11-6. Find more
information at www.torpedofactory.com.

TAG Gallery Introduces ‘Layers’

Clockwise from top left: Ann
Noel’s “Color Passage;” Gail
Spencer’s, “The Orange
Clique;” 104Bev Andrews’
“Blue;" Jo Ann Tooley’s
“Three 40”

Mansion for flat-rate prices on books, puzzles, CDs,
and DVDs. $5 a bag on Saturday. Visit
www.mvuc.org.

SWAN Day. 7 p.m. at The Athenaeum, 201 Prince
St. Poet Shelly Bell will host an evening of
poetry, dance, music and the visual arts by
women artists. Tickets are $15. Visit
www.nvfaa.org.

Air Force Band Concert. 8 p.m. at Lyceum
History Museum, 201 S Washington St. The
United States Air Force Band-Woodwind Quintet
and Chamber Trio offer a public concert. Free.
Visit www.usafband.af.mil.

MARCH 26-APRIL 26
“The Island.” Various times at MetroStage, 1201

N Royal St. The Island is set on Robben Island in
South Africa where two political prisoners labor
during the day and perform “Antigone” by night.
Visit www.metrostage.com.

FRIDAY/MARCH 27
“Arts on the Horizon.” 10:30 a.m. at The

Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. “Blossom’s Rainbow”
is a combination of live music and dance
narrating the journey of “Blossom.” Tickets are
$8. Visit www.nvfaa.org.

SATURDAY/MARCH 28
Braddock Day. 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. at Carlyle House

Historic Park, 121 N. Fairfax St. Meet General
Braddock, the man who secured funding for his
upcoming campaign against the French, making
history. Free. Visit www.novaparks.com.

Eggstravaganza at Four Mile Run. 11 a.m.- 2
p.m. at Four Mile Run Farmers and Artisans
Market, 4109 Mt. Vernon Ave. This is an early
Easter event featuring a visit by the Easter
bunny and several Easter egg hunts for children.
Free. Visit theaterchurch.com.

CRAVE Micro-Granting Dinner. 5-8 p.m. at
The Lab at Convergence, 1819 N. Quaker Lane.
The Torpedo Factory Art Center and
Convergence will host a CRAVE (Creating

Spring Fun
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Easter JoyEaster Joy

Don’t miss
Opera Night

…March 29th

305 S. Washington Street • Old Town  •  703-548-9338  •  www.trattoriadafranco.com

Happy Easter Please
join us
for Easter
Brunch

Patio
Seating

Available

Antipasto Misto
Roast Lamb Romano
Tiramisu

Asparagus Parmigiana
Fillet of Salmon with Caviar
Cannoli

Special Menu

WEEKNIGHT SPECIAL
Dinner for two with wine $39.95
Monday – Thursday

Sweet and
Savory Crêpes,
Steak Frites,

Mussels,
Boutique Wines
and Craft Beers,

French Movie
Night

Lunch • Dinner • Weekend Brunch
119 South Royal Street, Alexandria VA 22314

703.535.8151 • www.fontainecaffe.com

EASTER BRUNCH

1510-A Belle View Blvd.
703-660-6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

Belle View Shopping Center

Innovative Indian Cuisine

Special Easter Brunch Buffet
$16.95 for Adults • $10.00 for Kids

Call us for details
Sunday, April 5th • 11:00 A.M.–2:30 P.M.

• Luncheon Buffet  Every Day
• À La Carte Dinner Every Night

116 South Alfred Street - Alexandria, VA
703-838-8000 • thegrillealexandria.com

Three-Course
Prix Fixe $50.00

Children 12 & under $25.00

Easter Brunch

NEW AMERICAN TAVERN
Adjacent to Hotel Monaco Alexandria

480 King Street • Alexandria, VA
703.842.2790 • jackson20.com

ENJOY EASTER BRUNCH
$50 Grand Buffet in the Paris Ballroom

or A La Carte in Jackson 20
Sunday, April 5th

9:00 am – 2:00
excludes tax and gratuity
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Tickets are $50 in advance, and $65 at
the door. Email info@community-
lodgings.org.

MARCH 29-APRIL 26
“Art and Story.” Through April 26 at

Shirlington Library, 4200 Campbell
Ave., Arlington. Del Ray Artisans
presents artworks illustrating the
power of art and story. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

MARCH 30-APRIL 25
Art Exhibit. The Torpedo Factory, The

Associates Gallery, studio 319, 105
North Union. Ceramics artist Bev
Andrews, painter Ann Noel, mixed
media artist Gail Spencer Saour and
fine arts photographer Jo Ann Tooley
will present work for an exhibit titled
“Layers.” Visit
www.torpedofactory.org.

TUESDAY/MARCH 31
Cookie Class. 6 p.m. at The

Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Larry
Calvert leads a class on how to make
hand-decorated sugar cookies. All
supplies included. $45 for the general
public, $35 for NVFAA members. Visit
www.nvfaa.org.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 1
Swing Dance. 9-11 p.m. at Nick’s

Nightclub, 642 S Pickett St. The
Kelley Walters Band will provide the
music for a night of swing dancing.
$10. Call 703-359-9882 or visit
www.gottaswing.com.

THURSDAY/APRIL 2
Tango Concert. 7:30p.m. at The

Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.

QuinTango with guest Carina Losano,
will perform an interactive concert
and a Q&A. Visit www.nvfaa.org.

FRIDAY/APRIL 3
Blues Night. 7 p.m. at Durant Arts

Center, 1605 Cameron St. The “Blues
Night” is part of the “First Fridays”
Series. The Series is a project of the
Office of the Arts, a division of the
Alexandria Department of
Recreation, Parks and Cultural
Activities. Appetizers, soda and water
are available beginning at 6:30 p.m.
complements of the King Street Blues
Restaurant. Tickets are $5 per person
and $15 per family. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/Arts.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/APRIL 3-5
Easter Egg Hunt. Friday, 3 p.m.;

Saturday, 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m.,
2:30 p.m.; and Sunday, 12:30 p.m.
and 2:30 p.m. at The Lee-Fendall
House, 614 Oronoco St. The historic
Lee-Fendall House will host their
16th Annual Easter Egg Hunt. Other
activities include games,
crafts,refreshments, and photos with
the Easter Bunny. Every participating
child will receive an Easter Egg.
Tickets are $12 for children 12 and
younger, $5 for all others. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org.

MONDAY/APRIL 6
R.E. Lee Camp Dinner. 6:15 p.m. at

American Legion Post 24 Hall, 400
Cameron St. Hear speaker Billie
Earnest speak on “The Life of George
Pickett.” On display, find items that
once belonged to the General and his
family. Tickets are $25 for adults,
$12.50 for children 17 and under.
Visit www.leecamp.org.

SATURDAY/APRIL 4
The Ivy Hill Players. 1-3 p.m. at Ivy

Hill Cemetery, 2823 King St.
costumed interpreters will perform as
historical personalities that are
buried at Ivy Hill Cemetery.

Pohick Church Tours. 1-3 p.m. at
Pohick Church, 9301 Richmond
Highway. During the colonial period,
Pohick Church was the congregation
of many of the area’s most prominent
families, including the Washingtons,
Masons and Fairfaxes. Free. Visit
www.pohick.org.

TUESDAY/APRIL 7
History Lecture. 7 p.m. at The

Alexandria Black History Museum,
902 Wythe St. Attend a lecture on
the arrival of Emancipation to
Alexandria presented by Char
McCargo Bah. Free. Email
lance.mallamo@alexandriava.gov or
call 703-746-4554.

Public Art in Alexandria. 6-8 p.m. at
Morrison House Hotel, 116 South
Alfred St. Join Diane Ruggiero and
Matthew Harwood from the City’s
Office of the Arts in a talk about
Alexandria’s new implementation
plan for public art. Free. Contact
Alexandria Archaeology at 703-746-
4399.

SUNDAY/APRIL 12
Artist Talk: Enveloping Time. 3

p.m. at The Athenaeum, 201 Prince
St., Alexandria. Opening for an
exhibition of the works of Robert
Cwiok in the Athenaeum gallery.
Cwiok’s paintings, collage, and mixed
media works lead visitors on a visual
tour through the development of an
artist. Text, print ephemera and
envelopes are visual leitmotifs

throughout his career. Free. Visit
www.nvfaa.org.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 15
Antiques Club. 9:30-11 a.m. at Hollin

Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, Alexandria. The
Alexandria/Mount Vernon Antiques
Club presents Dick Hamly, discussing
oarlocks. Experience with sailing and
rowing, as well as serving in the
Navy sparked his interest in different
oarlock types, including visits to
Venice where he learned about
variations in shape and details of
design in Italian oarlocks, even to a
high art. Free. Call 703-360-4979.

Joan Armatrading. 7:30 p.m. at The
Birchmere, 3701 Mt Vernon Ave.
singer/songwriter/guitarist Joan
Armatrading performs. Tickets start
at $75. visit
www.joanarmatrading.com.

Swing Dancing. 9-11 p.m. at Nick’s
Nightclub, 642 South Pickett St. Tom
Bowes, Willie Barry, Eric Hurt and
Louis Newmyer form the newest
rockabilly and early rock-n-roll
quartet in the DC area. Admission is
$10. Call 703- 751-8900.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY/APRIL 16-19
Spring Book Sale. Members preview

on Thursday, 4-8:30 p.m.; Friday, 10
a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-
4:30 p.m.; Sunday, 1-4:30 p.m. at
Charles E. Beatley Central Library,
5005 Duke St. Books are $3 or less
unless specifically marked. Find
hardbacks, paperbacks, children’s
books, and audio-visual items. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us.

APRIL 16- MAY 31
Art Exhibit. Athenaeum Gallery, 201

Prince St. “Rara Avis” is an exhibition
of bird-centric works of Beverly Ress,
Langley Spurlock and Martin Tarrat
in the Athenaeum Gallery. Admission
to the gallery is free. Visit
www.nvfaa.org.

SUNDAY/APRIL 19
“Rara Avis” Opening Reception. 4-

6 p.m. at Athenaeum Gallery, 201
Prince St. Attend the reception for
“Rara Avis,” an exhibition of bird-
centric works of Beverly Ress,
Langley Spurlock and Martin Tarrat
in the Athenaeum Gallery. Free. Visit
www.nvfaa.org.

TUESDAY/APRIL 21
Honoring the Past. 12:45 p.m. at

Alexandria Black History Museum,
902 Wythe St. Join the Director of
the Alexandria Black History Museum
as she takes you through the 20-year
process from rediscovering to
reopening and remembering this part
of Alexandria’s story. Call 703-746-
4242 or visit shop.alexandriava.gov.

FRIDAY/APRIL 24
Family Fun Night. 6-9 p.m. at

Chinquapin Park Recreation Center &
Aquatics Facility, 3210 King St. Bring
the whole family to Family Fun
Nights for swimming and fun for all
ages on Friday evenings. Pool games
include beach ball relays, water
basketball, diving for prizes and fun
on the ‘Aqua Challenge’ floating
obstacle course. Participate in
swimming skill assessments for
youth, learn pool safety tips and
more. $4 per person. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/c/10280 for
more.

Spring Fun & Entertainment
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$29.99

Playground Chips
& Organic Compost

cu. yd.

FREE Fill

Bulk
Mulch
$19.99 cu. yd.

Bagged,
Shredded
Hardwood

Mulch
$3.49

O
FF

-S
EA

SO
N

PR
IC

IN
G

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery
60606060606060

Free EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree Estimates

Selected indoor
plants 1/2 price

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

(3 cu. ft bags)

Lowest Prices Since 2008!Lowest Prices Since 2008!Lowest Prices Since 2008!

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

New Shipments of
Herbs & Perennials

Have Arrived!

New Shipments of
Herbs & Perennials

Have Arrived!

New Shipments of
Herbs & Perennials

Have Arrived!

New Shipments of
Herbs & Perennials

Have Arrived!

New Shipments of
Herbs & Perennials

Have Arrived!

Pansies are Here!
On Sale 97¢
(In 4 inch pots)
Reg. price $1.89

Pansies are Here!
On Sale 97¢
(In 4 inch pots)
Reg. price $1.89

Pansies are Here!
On Sale 97¢
(In 4 inch pots)
Reg. price $1.89

Pansies are Here!
On Sale 97¢
(In 4 inch pots)
Reg. price $1.89

Massage, Zumba, Yoga,
Reiki, Animal Reiki,
Meditation, Crystal

Healing, Tuning Forks,
Body Energy Work
Emotional Freedom
Technique & Holistic
Workshops/Classes

Spring Time Renewal Time!
Enjoy 35% off on any of

our services. Bring this ad
with you or book online
and enter code YLESTRT.

Holistic Center
311 N Washington St
Alexandria, VA 22314
Old Town Alexandria

Ph: 571 319 0093
www.yourlifeenergy.com Offer does not combine with other offer or a coupon.

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Monday
6:30 pm Mass (Español)
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm

(en Español); 6:30 pm
Weekday & Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
preceded by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First
Friday of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass (Español)
preceded by 7:00 pm
Eucharistic Adoration

Mass Schedule

JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES
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JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES

JACKI SORENSEN'S FITNESS CLASSES

Jacki Sorensen's Aerobic Dance
Classes at Lee Center,

1108 Jefferson Street 22314
Session Starts April 13

Register online at
alexandriava.gov › Recreation
For information,
Call:  202-657-1150
Email:  JackisDC@gmail.com

•Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9:30 am

•Monday/Wednesday 6:30 pm

By Carolyn Griffin

MetroStage Producing Artistic Director

I
 have wanted to bring “The Island” back to our
stage since 1991 when it was first produced in
our little storefront on Duke Street. Original cast

member Doug Brown has returned to the role of Win-
ston 24 years later. In the theatre, time really does

fly.
“The Island” is a remarkable

play devised by Athol Fugard
with his colleagues John Kani
and Winston Ntshona. It so
real, so powerful, so honest

and so human, as it depicts the horror of apartheid
in South Africa. It is a wrenching experience, yet at
the same time heart-felt and elevating.

From fighting for equality, revering family and com-
munity, the political stances taken against oppres-
sion, in this case by black activists in South Africa
against apartheid resonates today. Featured in the
play is the classic stand by Antigone, who defies King
Creon and illegally buries her warrior brother, which

Michael
Anthony
Williams
and Doug
Brown star
in “The
Island" at
MetroStage
through
April 25

Notes from

the Producer

‘The Island’ Returns to MetroStage
parallels the story of the activists.

Too many are oppressed by too few and man’s in-
humanity to man has continued into the 21st cen-
tury. In fact, in some cases, it seems to have esca-
lated. “The Island” is one of the most memorable,
inspiring, dramatic works that we have ever pro-
duced—and in my opinion ever to have been writ-
ten.

Fugard has written a masterpiece that resonates
with everyone who cares about equality, human dig-
nity and the right to live a fulfilling life. Sadly, parts
of the world today have devolved into chaos/horror,
whether it is the plight of Syrian refugees, oppressed
religions, or continuing tribal warfare, but one thing
we have to believe is that the human spirit will ulti-
mately triumph. Thank you Athol, John, and Win-
ston; also MetroStage director Tom Jones and actors
Doug Brown and Michael Anthony Williams for pro-
viding us the means to feel, to believe, to embrace
the power of our collective humanity. Isn’t this what
the theatre stage is for—to collectively share this ex-
perience and be empowered to work towards change,
progress and fulfillment for all?

Photo by

Chris Banks

Spring Fun & Entertainment
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News

By Eden Brown

Gazette Packet

T
hirteen-year-old Sage
Boucher knew it was In-
ternational Women’s Day

on March 8. She alerted her fam-
ily to the fact when she checked
her social media in the morning:
“Tumblr had it, and I always check
Google graphics first thing because
if something is going on, the
graphic will hint at it.” They were
going to get cupcakes to celebrate.

Sage loves the idea of celebrat-
ing women. She wishes more
people knew about this day. Her
sister, Sierra, said, “International
Women’s Day is important because
women aren’t a minority, but they
are often treated that way, so this
is a chance to honor women and
bring attention to the fact that
women need support. Women
have, like, their own culture, too
— so this is a way to celebrate
that.”

Sage’s family was delighted to
find the store, Ten Thousand Vil-
lages, at 915 King S., on their way
to get cupcakes. It was just the
right place to celebrate Interna-
tional Women’s Day. Started in
1946 by Edna Ruth Byler, a pio-
neering businesswoman, the tex-
tile and crafts marketing idea ig-
nited a global movement. Byler
had travelled to Puerto Rico, was
shocked at the poverty she found
there, and began purchasing the
local needlework to sell to her
friends and neighbors in central
Pennsylvania. She sold items out
of the trunk of her car. As the wife
of a Mennonite Central Commit-
tee administrator, she soon at-
tracted the attention of the com-
mittee, and in 1962, the commit-
tee adopted the “Overseas Needle-

point and Crafts Project” as an of-
ficial program. This evolved into
SelfHelp: Crafts of the World, with
sales topping $3.6 million, and
then became Ten Thousand Vil-
lages. The King Street store
opened in 1994.

The King Street store buys from
Fair Trade vendors of crafts, almost
entirely made by women in coun-
tries below the poverty line. Arti-
sans receive up to 50 percent in
cash advances when an order is
placed, and payment in full when
the order is shipped, said Kate
McMahon, manager of the King
Street store. “That way, the bur-
den of selling is on the store, not
the artisans.”

Ten Thousand Villages volunteer
Julie Becker has been with the
store for 17 years. She was on the
board a few times as well, donat-
ing her time and watching the
business grow. Ten Thousand Vil-
lages National Capital Area is
about to open a second store in
Washington, D.C.

There are 80 stores in the U.S.,
and over $20 million in sales.

On March 8, the Alexandria
store donated a portion of its prof-
its for the day to the Domestic Vio-
lence Program, a City of Alexan-
dria program to prevent domestic
partner violence. McMahon said
they would be able to donate
$250-$300 to the program by the
end of the day. McMahon orga-
nizes events year round to benefit
to local organizations.

The full schedule of events is
available at www.tenthousand
villages.com/Alexandria or at
Facebook.com/villagesalexandria
and Instagram.com/villagesalex.

Sage Boucher

Marking International
Women’s Day
Ten Thousand
Villages sales
benefit
Alexandria’s
domestic abuse
program.

By Jackie Person,

Nannie J. Lee Manager

Department of Recreation,

Parks & Cultural Activities

T
he City of Alexandria’s Nannie J. Lee Me-
morial Recreation Center rocked the
green on St. Patrick’s Day. From little lep-

rechauns in tutus, green eggs and nuggets, not
ham, marshmallows dripped in green chocolate
and green popcorn, participants from Youth

Achieving Greatness put a twist
into St. Paddy’s Day.

The Mainstream Program put
its own twist to the day by dip-

ping and splashing for shamrocks under water at
the Chinquapin Park Recreation Center & Aquat-
ics Facility. There is never a dull moment and ev-
ery day is a new day of adventure because we are
a lucky bunch at NJL. Staff on roller skates with
green hair dancing with participants was a true
sight to see. The Department of Recreation, Parks
and Cultural Activities is making major strides as
we implement new concepts for delivering enrich-
ment programs.

We are proud to offer a facility and programs
that are accessible for all and facilitate acceptance
for all abilities to engage in leisure pursuits to-
gether. If you would like to experience some great
adventure, summer is just around the corner. Join
us for our summer camp of adventure which will
be filled with games, excursions, scavenger hunts,
sports, swimming, and Six Flags of America ad-
venture. So bring your kids and let us put a twist
into their summer. Our summer camps is not only
about having fun; it’s about creating a safe place
for all and providing endless opportunities in
building confidence, forming friendships, and
ensuring everyone is fully engaged every step of
the way.

It’s time to cruise into summer. Summer Camp
registration is available now. If you’re looking for
a great summer camp experience for your child,
stop by our office at 1108 Jefferson St. or contact
our office at 703-746-5550.

The City of Alexandria Department of Recre-
ation, Parks, and Culture Activities 2015 “Sum-
mer of Smiles” summer camp registration infor-
mation is now available on-line at
www.Alexandriava.gov/recreation

Celebrating St. Patrick’s Day at the Nannie J. Lee Memorial Recreation Center.

A Twist to St. Paddy’s Day

Recreation
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By Harry Covert

Gazette Packet

I
n the fifth in a series of lectures at foreign law
schools, local attorney and former Alexandria
public defender Chris Leibig traveled to

Kingston, Jamaica to speak at the Norman Manley
Law School about digital evidence.

Students and professors were interested in the
topic largely because of the 2014 conviction of Ja-
maican rock star Vybz Kartel for murder. Kartel was
convicted in the longest trial in Jamaica’s history
based on evidence recovered from his cell phone.
More than 200 people attended the panel discus-
sion, including students, professors, judges and Chief
Justice Zaila McCala of the Jamaica Supreme Court.

Leibig and other local criminal defense attorneys,

Leibig Teaches Digital Evidence in Jamaica
Local attorney to lecture
in Wales and Canada
later this year.

Chris Leibig with Bob Marley’s friend
Georgie Robinson in Kingston, Jamaica.
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including Joni Robin and Cary Citronberg, have been
invited to teach and lecture at law schools in Wales,
Great Britain, and Calgary, Canada later this year.

Students and prosecutors also debated America’s
Exclusionary Rule. Leibig, a leading capital case at-
torney, said the rule generally forbids evidence ob-
tained in violation of the Constitution from being
used in criminal trials.

Julie
Becker
and
Kate
McMahon
of Ten
Thou-
sand
Villages.

Photos by

Eden

Brown
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Award-
Winning
Award-

Winning

E-mail sales@connectionnewspapers.com for more information.

Newspapers & Online
703-778-9431

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

SPECIAL CONNECTIONS CALENDAR
Advertising Deadlines are the previous Thursday unless noted.

APRIL
4/8/2015....................................................HomeLifeStyle
4/15/2015......................................A+ Camps & Schools
4/22/2015..................Real Estate Pullout – New Homes
4/29/2015.........................A+ Camps & Schools Pullout
4/29/2015..Mother’s Day Celebrations, Dining & Gifts I
4/29/2015...........................................Spring Outlook 2015

News

Fire Station 210: No Firefighters until 2016?
From Page 1

Response times throughout Alexandria.

Fire Station 210 near the Van Dorn Street
Metro station.

pabilities has disturbed some
nearby residents.

“We were told the station is com-
plete, except there is no equipment
or personnel,” said Don Buch. “We
are told there is equipment, but it
is being used elsewhere.”

Overall, the proposed FY 2016
budget gives a $2.2 million in-
crease over the 2015 budget to the
Alexandria Fire Department, a 4.8
percent increase from $44 million
to $47 million. But 72 percent of
this increase is taken up by $1.6
million in retirement costs. The fire
department is also receiving
$167,000 to implement career lad-
der opportunities for firefighters
and medics. The $199,050 going
to Fire Station 210 will cover op-
erating costs.

The area’s vulnerability isn’t new.
A FEMA report filed in 2004 stated
that while the area has tradition-
ally been identified as small ware-
houses and high-rise offices, devel-
opers have repeatedly expressed an
interest in moving businesses along
Eisenhower Avenue.

“Aside from the increase in growth, ac-
cess to the area is limited to two roads at
either end of Eisenhower Avenue,” said the
report. “This results in difficulty for re-
sponding units trying to meet the five-
minute response time … [and] the increase
in both residential and office space will sig-
nificantly increase the demand for service
in the area.”

While there are six fire stations in the east
end of the city and one at a central location
on Duke Street, there are only two fire sta-
tions in the west end. Fire station 206 on
Seminary Road and 208 at North Paxton are
the two busiest fire stations in Alexandria.

The National Fire Protection Association’s
2010 report determined, based on the
amount of demand, that nine minutes
should be the proper response time for an
urban zone and 10 minutes for a suburban
zone. However, in Alexandria, the response
time goal is 5.5 minutes or less. According
to Google Maps, from Fire Station 206 to

210 is 10 minutes without
traffic across four miles of
the city and seven minutes
from Fire Station 208. Dubé
added that the city has a
mutual aid response agree-
ment with Fairfax, meaning
if any of their fire engines
are closer to the scene they
will respond, but acknowl-
edged that the response time
would still be around 10
minutes. Dubé also noted
that the Google maps time,
without traffic, was an opti-
mistic estimate given that
fire engines still have to wait
for traffic to clear a path.

According to Mark Jinks, acting city man-
ager, “The plan has been to put an EMS unit
in that station and eventually add flexibil-
ity.”

There’s not a clear answer at the moment

whether the station is open or not. While
the facility is currently staffed with EMS
personnel, Jinks said the facility hasn’t yet
had any kind of grand opening. Currently,
that ribbon cutting is planned for April 6.

Jinks and Dubé both noted that the city’s

primary concern regarding fire
hazards around 210 is the Nor-
folk Southern rail line. According
to Jinks, any kind of chemical or
hazardous spill or fire that would
occur in Alexandria would likely
be connected to the railway im-
mediately adjacent to Fire Station
210. To combat any sort of chemi-
cal emergency, the firefighting
crew would need to utilize a spe-
cial 20-foot utility trailer, which
carries absorbent materials, con-
tainers, and various tools to com-
bat hazardous material incidents.
However, the trailer is currently
housed with the rest of
Alexandria’s Hazardous Materials
Response Team at Fire Station
209 in Potomac Yard. The drive
from Alexandria Fire Station 209
to Fire Station 210 is approxi-
mately 11 minutes without any
traffic on the roads.

“West end residents are con-
cerned about an ethanol unit,”
said Dubé.

 “That certainly is a concern,
but we also have a mutual aid re-
sponse from Fairfax. It’s not that

it’s not going to get a response.”
At the March 23 City Council meeting,

the Eisenhower West Development Plan was
presented by Karl Moritz, Alexandria direc-
tor of Planning and Zoning. In each of the
proposed scenarios, the city plans on ex-
panding both industrial and residential uses
in the area around Fire Station 210.

“We’re looking at Eisenhower Avenue
West as a great street,” said Councilwoman
Del Pepper. “Not as we see it, but its full
potential of what it could be. It takes a little
adjusting of the brain cells to imagine its
full potential. We need to be seeing this as
something greater than it is right now.”

But Pepper acknowledged that the city’s
plans for the future of Eisenhower West
seem directly at odds with the empty Fire
Station 210.

“This is like opening a library without any
books in it,” said Pepper. “We do not want
this to be a symbol that West End services
don’t matter.”
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Sports
Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-752-4031 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

L
ate in Tuesday’s match against
Centreville, Sebastian Hendi
thought back to last season, when
the T.C. Williams boys’ soccer

team would blast the ball ahead to Eryk
Williamson and let the talented striker do
what he does best: put the ball in the net
and help the Titans win.

Williamson’s speed and skills were too
much for opponents during the 2014 sea-
son. Then a junior, Williamson led T.C. Wil-
liams to the first state championship in pro-
gram history. His hat trick helped the Ti-
tans beat C.D. Hylton 6-2 in the 6A state
semifinals, and Williamson scored a goal
during T.C.’s 2-0 win over Washington-Lee
in the championship match. The Titans fin-
ished the season with a 19-2 record, includ-
ing Conference 7 and 6A North region titles.

Nine months later, Hendi and the 2015
T.C. Williams boys’ soccer team needed a
goal Tuesday against Centreville. The Titans
and Wildcats were tied at 1 late in regula-
tion at Parker-Gray Stadium, but unlike last
season, Williamson, now a member of the
D.C. United Academy, wasn’t an option.

On this day, T.C. Williams failed to find
the back of the net and the match ended in
a 1-all draw, moving the Titans’ record to
2-0-1.

“I felt the responsibility because I was
playing up top [that] if the ball comes to
me, I’ve got to put it away,” Hendi said.
“Unfortunately, I just couldn’t find it.”

Junior midfielder Kevin Nunez scored the
Titans’ lone goal in the 60th minute.

“We need to create more chances,” senior
midfielder and captain Ramsey Benzina
said. “We didn’t create enough. We just need
to put the ball in the back of the net.”

The defending state champion T.C. Will-

iams boys’ soccer team is a different group
than the one that hoisted the trophy last
season. Williamson, a member of the U18
men’s national team, isn’t around to score
goals. The Titans also graduated Wilson
Miezan, a goal-scoring threat and talented
defender, who helped shut down Washing-
ton-Lee’s Maycol Nunez in the region and
state finals.

With the loss of multiple talented athletes,
T.C. Williams will utilize a different style
on the field.

“We’re definitely less direct this year,”
Benzina said. “We play a lot on the ground
and moving the ball around. We have more

skillful players this year and we work with
that — less over the top and more passing.”

With Williamson gone, other Titans will
have to help pick up the scoring slack.
Nunez scored a goal against Centreville on
Tuesday. Sophomore striker Benjamin Velis
and senior midfielder Abdurazak Abdulla
are also scoring threats. Hendi, a defender
on last year’s team, moved to striker this
season.

“I think without Eryk — it’s obviously a
huge loss — but it helps us play more as a
team,” Hendi said. “Last year, it was great
being able to find him for that last-second
goal, but now we have to play more as a
team to [score] goals.”

Head coach Martin Nickley said Benzina’s
service ability could help the Titans on set
pieces. Benzina assisted freshman defender
Kenneth Batista on a set piece against
Edison on March 17. Batista scored on a
header, helping the Titans win 2-0.

“You can’t get stuck in a style, you’ve got
to work with the personnel that you have,”
Nickley said, “but I think our personnel al-
lows us to attack in a variety of different
ways, to defend solidly as we like to, and
possess at midfield.”

Senior Edgar Martinez is in his third sea-
son as the Titans’ goalkeeper. Patrick Kelly,
a senior, is a key member of the T.C. de-
fense.

As defending state champions, the Titans
figure to get an opponent’s best effort each
match. However, Benzina said T.C. is ap-
proaching the season as if it were the un-
derdog.

“We definitely know that we have a tar-
get on our backs, but it seems like we’re
still the underdogs,” Benzina said. “We still
play with a chip on our shoulder like we’re
the underdogs. … Obviously, we want to
defend what’s ours, but we’re taking it game
by game.”

T.C. Williams faced South Lakes on
Wednesday, after the Gazette Packet’s dead-
line. The Titans will travel to face Lee at 7
p.m. on April 7.

“We have always emphasized hard work
and enjoying what you’re doing and those
have always been the focal points of our
program,” Nickley said. “If doing those
things ultimately ends up with some cham-
pionships, that’s kind of a nice thing, as well.
We’re going in with those as our attitude —
we’re going to work real hard, we’re going
to enjoy what we’re doing and hopefully
that takes us to some high places again.”

T.C. Williams senior midfielder Ramsey Benzina is one of the key return-
ers from last season’s state championship team.

T.C. Williams sophomore forward Benjamin Velis will be relied upon to
help generate offense this season.

Defending Champion Titans Looking for Offense

T.C. Williams junior midfielder
Kevin Nunez scored a goal against
Centreville on Tuesday.

Edgar Martinez is in his third
season playing goalkeeper for T.C.
Williams.

T.C. Williams must find way to score without standout Williamson.
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21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 15-03-02

The Alexandria City School Board dba Alexandria City Public 
Schools is seeking proposals for. Audio Reinforcement Video 
Production Services. Sealed Proposals with the notation RFP# 
15-03-02 will be received in the Central Procurement Office, 
1340 Braddock Place, Suite 620, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
on or before 3:00 pm, April 10, 2015. The time of receipt shall 
be determined by the time clock stamp in the Procurement of-
fice. Proposals appropriately received will be opened and the 
names of the firms responding will be read aloud. RFP docu-
ments may be obtained at the above Procurement Office or by 
calling 703-619-8140, or by downloading the RFP from the 
ACPS website at www.acps.k12.va.us, Administration, Finan-
cial Services, Procurement and General Services, Current Bids 
and Request for Proposals. All questions must be submitted 
before 1:00 p.m., April 6, 2015.  If necessary, an addendum 
will be issued and posted to the ACPS web site. No
RFP may be withdrawn for a period of ninety (90) days after 
the opening of proposals except as may be set forth in the 
RFP. ACPS reserves the right to cancel this RFP and/or reject 
any or all proposals and to waive any informalities in any pro-
posal.

Francine Morris
Buyer

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Hon’ble Civil Judge Senior Division Pune at Pune
Maharashtra State (Modak Court)

Mr. Ramsinh Khimji Asher - Applicant

Notice is given hereby under the Indian succession Act 1956 
section 372 to court about the deceased Shigeko Mori Asher 
who died on 24/11/2012 to get the succession certificate for 
Rs. 45,18,398.76

Who have any objection to the application he/she can appear 
before the court on the date 31/3/2015 at about 11:00 am self 
or through their counsilor. 

Date 7/3/2015   By order Superintendent, Civil Court, Pune 
(Maharashtra State)

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY
Sydna Mae Stanley, 80, of Front Royal, VA, passed 
away on Friday, March 20,2015 at INOVA Fairfax Hospital.

The family will receive friends on Friday, March 27, from 6:00 
to 8:00 p.m. at Maddox Funeral Home in Front Royal. Family 
and friends will meet at Robin’s house on Saturday, March 28, 
at 1:00 p.m.

Mrs. Stanley was born November 21, 1934, in Alexandria, VA 
daughter of the late William Walter King and  Hazel Lee 
Lovette King.

Surviving are her husband McDonald Stanley of Front Royal; 
five children Debra Faye Painter of Rileyville, Douglas Edward 
Stanley of Stafford, Robin Jean Scriva of Front Royal, Jeffrey 
Matthew Allen Stanley of Winchester, and Anthony Dean 
Stanley of Front Royal; two brothers James King of Myrtle 
Beach, SC and Lesley King of Ohio; one sister Carol Johnson 
of Waldorf, MD; 12 grandchildren; and 13 great-grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Blue 
Ridge Hospice, 333 West Cork Street, Winchester, VA  22601.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

JENNIFER  SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal

➣ Help with Windows 8
➣ Computer Setup

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of 
section 4-1-16 of the code of 

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department 
located at 3600 Wheeler Ave-
nue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 

now in possession of un-
claimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, 

scooters, and other items. All 
persons having valid claim to 

the property should file a claim 
to the property with reasona-
ble proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, 
converted or donated. For a 

complete listing go to 
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Proper-
ty Section at (703) 746-6709.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME 
JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 

PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.
Schefer Antiques

703-241-0790
theschefers@cox.net

EmploymentEmployment

Childcare Staff
Full and part-time employment 

available. Seeking mature professional 
individuals for positions as lead 

teachers, teacher assistants and after-
noon aides. Lead teacher must have at 
least an Associate’s Degree/ CDA. For 
full time we pay all federal holidays. 
Benefits include earned leave, health 

and dental insurance. 401K and annual 
training provided. Competitive salary. 

EOE. Please email resume to 
ACPhollinH@aol.com or fax to 

703.765.7801.

Parish Administrator
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Alexandria 
seeks Parish Administrator. 20 hours a 
week. Requirements: knowledge of Word 
and Excel and excellent people skills. Send 
resume to stmarksalex@netzero.net by 
April 4.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne

ClassifiedClassified

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available
in reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults
considering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

THE MAGIC GARDENER
703-780-2272 or 703-328-2270

Licensed            Insured

Lawn Care, Fertilizing, Sod,
Spring Clean-up, Mulching,

Tree Cutting, Handyman work
Call us Today and Get 20% OFF

on Hardwood Mulching and Any Job Higher Than $300.00

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

                    Mulching.

Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, complete

remodeling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-3205 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

 Mulching & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

From Page 12

Letters

has been a huge supporter of our efforts to
educate Virginians about the problem of
childhood hunger and we are very grateful
for the time and energy he spent working
with us on this proclamation.

Vice Mayor Silberberg too has given much
of her time to the cause of fighting food
insecurity and has been an instrumental
force in bringing the local anti-hunger com-
munity together in Alexandria to share re-
sources and exchange ideas.

This small victory should remind all of us
of the families who struggle every day to
put enough food on the table and to give
their children the best opportunities to live
happy, healthy, and productive lives. There
is still a ton of work ahead of us but to-
gether we will solve this problem.

Nick Arent
Virginia Fair Share

Next Journey for
Seaport Foundation
To the Editor:

 Tucked away in Robinson Terminal Ware-
house, where they have been building boats
and changing lives, the Alexandria Seaport
Foundation has been part of lower Duke
Street’s landscape for over 10 years. Gra-
ham Holdings Company, landlord to ASF,
has been helping the Foundation prepare
financially for the move over the past year.
ASF will relocate at the end of March to the
James McIlhenny Seaport Center, its
handcrafted timber frame perched along the
Potomac River, adjacent to Founders Park.

Never has community or the adage “it
takes a village” been more important to the
mission and programs of the Alexandria
Seaport Foundation, a nationally recognized
nonprofit which has improved the lives of
thousands of young people since 1995
through traditional wooden boat building,
adult mentoring and project-based learn-
ing.

The list of community partners offering
assistance is extensive, including:
AlexRenew providing indoor and outdoor
storage space, Maestro Management pro-
viding administrative office space, Covanta
providing a corporate donation and BoatUS
providing an industrial dumpster for trash
removal.

ASF’s Apprentice and Educational Pro-
grams will be building smaller boats and
hands-on projects which provide young
people the skills necessary for job placement
and educational success.

The core mission of serving young people
in need of direction will remain the same,
with an average of 24 apprentices going
through the program annually. ASF’s Middle
School Math Program, currently serving 150
Francis C. Hammond and George Washing-
ton middle school students, will continue
to improve math competency using this
proven, project-based, educational ap-
proach.

Kathy Seifert
Director of Development,

Alexandria Seaport Foundation
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.
ServiceCenters

Keep Your Toyota
a Toyota Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

703-684-0700 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

Make your next service appointment at:

alexandriatoyota.com

28 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR

Great
Savings

Great
Security

Great
Service

Sales Hours: Mon – Fri: 9am – 9pm | Sat: 9am – 6pm | Sun: 12pm – 5pm 703-684-0700

Add Dealer Processing Fee of $599. $1,250 Cash Back from Toyota Motor Sales USA, Inc. available on new 2015 Prius.
Customers can receive cash back from Toyota or can apply to down payment. Excludes plug-in models. See dealer for
details. ToyotaCare covers normal factory scheduled service. Plan is 2 years or 25k miles, whichever comes first. The
new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet, or a livery/taxi vehicle. See participating Toyota dealer for
plan details. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. Roadside assistance does not include parts and fluids. Prius
plug-in hybrid comes with an extra year of roadside assistance, for a total of three (3) years from date of purchase.
Lease, APR and Cash Back offers may not be combined. See dealer for details. Offers expire 3/31/2015.

Add Dealer Processing Fee of $599. 0.9% APR financing up to 60 months available to qualified buyers thru Toyota Financial
Services. Total financed cannot exceed MSRP plus options, tax and license fees. 60 monthly payments of $17.05 for each
$1,000 borrowed. Not all buyers will qualify. ToyotaCare covers normal factory scheduled service. Plan is 2 years or 25k
miles, whichever comes first. The new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet, or a livery/taxi vehicle. See par-
ticipating Toyota dealer for plan details. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. Roadside assistance does not include
parts and fluids. Prius plug-in hybrid comes with an extra year of roadside assistance, for a total of three (3) years from date
of purchase. Lease, APR and Cash Back offers may not be combined. See dealer for details. Offers expire 3/31/2015.

*Covers normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or 25K miles, whichever comes first. See Toyota dealer for details and exclusions. Valid only in the Continental U.S. and Alaska.
**Roadside Assistance does not include parts and fluids. Valid only in the Continental United States and Alaska. 1-800-444-4195.

ToyotaCare
No Cost Service & Roadside

Peace of mind with every new vehicle.
Receive a no-cost maintenance plan*

and roadside assistance** with the purchase
or lease of every new Toyota. For two years or 25,000 miles,

whichever comes first, you and your new Toyota will be covered.

Finance a New 2015
Corolla LE Auto at 0.9%

APR for 60 months.
New 2015 Prius Liftback

$1,250 Cash Back
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