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“O
ne of our missions is
to sustain affordable
housing,” said the

Rev. Dr. Howard-John Wesley at a
meeting with the local residents on
Feb. 11.”This affects people and
families. It’s not something we
take lightly.”

Twenty-two of the existing units
adjacent to the existing Alfred
Street Baptist Church will be de-
molished to make room for the
church’s expansion. The plan is to

hold vacancies as they become
available in the other 55 afford-
able housing units, with priority
given to the more senior members
of the 22 affected units. For the

other residents, Wesley said the
church would work to find “equal
or better housing as close to the

The Rev. Dr. Howard-John Wesley presents
affordable housing relocation plan.

Residents Displaced by Church Expansion Assured Housing
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The Rev. Dr. Howard-John Wesley presents the church
plans to local residents.

By Vernon Miles
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H
ere’s how budget ses-
sions go: the Alexandria
City Public Schools
(ACPS) puts together a

list of funding requests. The city puts
its budget together and tells the school
system to get its numbers lower.
There’s some haggling over prices and
priorities, with the city eventually
transferring a little more money into

the schools and the schools announc-
ing cuts to various programs or plans
to reach the city’s funding require-
ments.

So the last thing School Board Chair
Karen Graf probably expected to hear from
City Council was that the schools should
spend more.

The primary theme of the Feb. 16 City
Council and School Board work session for
the FY 2017-2026 Capital Improvement
Plan was, after years of putting it off, that
it was finally time to deal with the school’s
capacity problems. The 2016 school year
officially marked the schools exceeding ca-
pacity. At an elementary level, the FY 2016
actual enrollment was 8,239, while the
school capacity is 7,492. The secondary
schools didn’t emerge much better, with
enrollment for 2016 at 6,431 and a capac-

ity of 6,640. And while the rate of growth
eventually tapers off, the school population
is still expanding every year. The projected
elementary school enrollment for 2026 is
9,971, which is 2,479 students over the
current school capacity. For secondary
schools, with a projected 2026 capacity of
8,829, the capacity will be exceeded by
1,215 students. While the rate is expected
to slow, student population is expected to
grow until 2030.

Vice Mayor Justin Wilson recognized that
for years the school board has been doing
triage on the capacity and school condition
problems, assessing where increased fund-
ing would be most critical and setting less

wounded schools off to the side.
“You’ve educated us for years that we had

a crisis … so we either go big or we don’t
go at all,” said Wilson. “If I’m going to spend
30 million on Minnie Howard, I want it to
fix that problem.”

Wilson asked the schools to lay out what
they would hypothetically need to solve
rather than just quickly fix their current
problems. In the long run, Wilson expressed
the seemingly prevailing opinion on the
council, that it’s better to take the budget
hit now and solve the problem rather than
get drawn out into an endless mire of quick
fixes.

But members of the School Board may
have smelled a trap, and were a little wary
when getting their hopes up for full fund-
ing.

“If you’re telling me you want to hear the
blowout, I would give you a 10-year plan
with two new schools each year,” said Graf,
“That’s what we really need to deal with
over 5,000 new kids … [but] it would be
irresponsible of us to propose a budget that
we didn’t think you could fund. This is our
best proposal to make a dent. There are a
number of things we could add to fix the
problem, but frankly, I don’t think you guys
can pay for it.”

With an unlimited budget, Graf noted that
she’d love to tear down Minnie Howard and
start over.

“It was supposed to be a quick Band-aid,”
said Graf, “not a full secondary school.”

Council and School
Board agree on
capacity priority.

And Now for Something Different: Consensus

Contributed

The city plan spreads funding out across the next 10 years, while the
school plan generally pushes for earlier funding.

“[The School Board]
educated us for years

that we had a crisis
… so we either go big
or we don’t go at all.”

— Vice Mayor Justin Wilson
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local area as possible.” If residents were not
satisfied with the available choice of hous-
ing, Wesley said the church would continue
to work to find acceptable homes. Wesley
reassured residents that nothing was hap-
pening immediately, that steps towards
church expansion wouldn’t start until 2020.

“We want to make good for God and our
membership,” said Wesley. “We have noth-
ing to hide.”

Church trustee Dexter Bordes said the
church is partnering with the Alexandria
Housing Development Corporation, a local
affordable housing non-profit, to find
homes. John Frederick, executive director
of the AHDC, said that his organization has
signed a memorandum of understanding to
help the church address the affordable hous-
ing issues with their proposed expansion.

“We’re still kicking around ideas of what’s
possible,” said Frederick. “We have the Gate-
way project on the west end of town that
was approved by City Council in Novem-
ber. We’ll be trying to get financing and start
to build this year. Lacy Court is another
project we own that we will certainly have
openings in over time.”

Currently, Frederick says AHDC has 184

units in the city with only one currently
vacant.

“We certainly have a high demand for af-
fordable housing,” said Frederick, “but we
have time to figure out what that solution is,
whether it is acquisition of some other prop-
erty, like the garden style apartments in the
city, or if it’s a new development like Gate-
way. So 22 people over the next three or four
years? We can certainly find places to house
them … The short of it is: we’ll find a solu-
tion, and the church is committed to it.”

The Gateway project will add 74 new af-
fordable housing units to the city. One of
the other projects coming up for AHDC is
the possible redevelopment of Alexandria’s
Carpenter Shelter, a homeless housing shel-
ter in the Braddock Neighborhood. The re-
developed Carpenter Shelter would add 100
units.

Some of the residents who spoke at last
week’s meeting had questions about the
move, though each resident also expressed
appreciation for the work the church has
done for residents and for handling the tran-
sition so transparently. Some asked whether
the new residences would be more expen-
sive, and Bordes acknowledged that most
affordable housing in Alexandria charges 40
percent of area median income, while resi-

Wesley Presents Affordable Housing Relocation Plan
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Lacy Court Apartments, an AHDC property.

dents currently pay 30 percent of their to-
tal annual income. Bordes also noted that
the church will continue to provide afford-

able housing for the other 55 units, even
after the contract on the housing is set to
expire in 2020.

The school proposals are just enough to
tread water. At James K. Polk Elementary,
the school plans to add five modular units
in 2017, adding 94 students to the capac-
ity. Cora Kelly and Maury Elementary
Schools are both slated for modernization
and modular additions, with 220 students
added to Cora Kelley with a yet undeter-
mined number for Maury. MacArthur and
George Mason are both slated for demoli-
tion and rebuilding with an additional 220
and 232 student capacities beyond the
schools’ current sizes. Graf said that the
demolition at George Mason will not affect
the newly renovated portion of the build-
ing, around which the new school will be
built. ACPS is also working on leasing com-
mercial space to serve as temporary schools
(called swing space) while their schools are
being built or modernized. The biggest ca-
pacity addition, however, would be the con-
struction of a new elementary school in the
West End by 2019, which would add 700
students to the school capacity.

At the secondary school level, ACPS is
planning on modernizing and expanding
Minnie Howard, adding 257 students to the
school capacity.

There were repeated references to Bailey’s
Elementary School for Arts and Sciences in
Fairfax, which took an empty office space
and turned it into a school. City Manager
Mark Jinks noted that a project like that
has an advantage in timeliness, but Graf
said those types of projects came at their
own heavy cost.

“There are tradeoffs,” said Graf. “It still
costs money to retrofit those offices.”

The potential for a project like Bailey’s
Elementary School, using commercial
spaces for specialized academics programs,
would add 650 students to the school ca-
pacity. Lastly, next year the school will be-
gin conducting a feasibility study to exam-
ine the possibility of a “middle college” pro-
gram that would house 11th and 12th grade
students in an accelerated program on lo-
cal college campuses which would allow
them to graduate high school with an

associate’s degree. If feasible, the project
would be implemented in 2019 and would
add 200 students to the school capacity.

The one major topic of disagreement be-
tween the city and the schools, however,
was the timeline for funding the school
growth. Members of the City Council and
staff urged for a slower, steadier 10-year
plan to address capacity, while the schools
pushed for more immediate action within
the next three years with funding tapering
off afterwards. City Councilman John
Chapman said that the city had to take the

longer view of the situation and balance its
spending over the course of several years.
School Board Vice Chair Chris Lewis argued
that drawing out the solutions over the 10-
year span would exacerbate the problem.
The perspective didn’t necessarily break
along even lines between the schools and
city either.

“I keep hearing about kicking the can down
the road, but that can is going to be expen-
sive,” said Councilman Willie Bailey. “We
laughed when Councilwoman [Del] Pepper
brought up the Victory Center, but we need
to think outside the box on these things. We
really need to look at the Lee Center.”

Wilson noted that the realistic view of the
school financing might kick back in once
budget season starts for the city, but for now,
Graf said she was satisfied that the city was
recognizing the problem.

“We can’t keep looking at the city needs
and school needs as separate,” said Graf, a
sentiment shared by members of the City
Council.

“We’ve got to be joined at the hip when
we do municipal planning,” said Wilson.
“On the city side and the school side, the
first thing we have to do is stop calling it
the city side and the school side.”

Meanwhile, the schools will continue to
work through the final stages of the add-
delete process before approval of the CIP
budget, while the City Council is just get-
ting started on its budget season. Final
adoptions of the combined funds and CIP
budgets will occur in the end of May.

“We have the potential, in this generation,
not to pass this problem down,” said Graf.

Council and School Board Agree on Capacity Priority

Contributed

Proposed timeline of costs for the school’s 10-year CIP.
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Wellington Estates
1108 Westmoreland Road,
Alexandria VA
This charming home is just waiting
for your special touches! Freshly
painted & hardwood floors
refinished. A short drive to Old
Town and steps to bike trail.
Waynewood School.
$549,995
Karen Leonard  703-328-7041
MLS # FX9504867

Hallowing Point
River Estates
5909 River Dr, Lorton VA
The perfect floor plan for large
family living & entertaining! Gentle
slope to the river’s edge with 125
FT of deeded water frontage,
deepwater channel access and a
brand new dock!  $2,150,000
Susan Gray Chambers
703-203-9900
MLS # FX8632686

Old Town 
419 Wolfe St,
Alexandria VA
Circa 1820, this charming 3 BR +
21⁄2 BA clapboard TH is located in
the heart of the highly sought-after
southeast quadrant. Bright & sunny
rooms, 3 fps, original floors & easy
parking!  $1,095,000
Donnan C. Wintermute 
703-608-6868
MLS # AX8755141

Open House Sunday 2-4pm
Harbor View
10821 Greene Drive, Lorton, VA
Price Reduction!!! Navigable water,
gleaming hardwood floors, traditional
moldings, spacious Rooms &
relaxing vistas! Privacy/spectacular
river views. Minutes to VRE & I-95
EZ commuting.  $898,900
Susan Gray Chambers
703-203-9900
MLS # FX8748474

Open House Sunday 1-3pm
The Woodlands
8129 Mount Vernon Highway,
Alexandria VA
Luxurious 1-owner home in Mount
Vernon area. Easy commute on GW
Parkway. 5 Bedroom & 4.5 Bath
home has open floor plan,
2-story Great room & Au Pair Suite.
Appraised for $950K.  $849,000
Peter Rickert 703-508-9081
MLS # FX8769051

Open House Sunday 2-4pm
The Henry 
1111 Oronoco Street #435,
Alexandria VA
Stylish and classy 2 BR/2 BA
corner unit with lots of upgrades
incl stainless steel appliances,
mosaic tile in kitchen & baths,
high-end lighting & fixtures,
custom closets.  $544,900
Tanya Blosser  703-310-8053
MLS # AX9568281

News

By Jeanne Theismann
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F
orget Iowa and New Hampshire.
It was the Caboose Café and Bak-
ery that came out on top once the
votes were counted in the 8th an-

nual Del Ray Business Association’s Heart
of Del Ray award.

Caboose Café owner Rhoda Worku was
presented the award Feb. 12 by DRBA presi-
dent Bill Blackburn. Given each year dur-
ing the Valentine’s Day holiday, the award’s
giant heart goes to the business that serves
as the “heart and soul of Del Ray.”

“We want to thank everyone that nomi-
nated a business,” said DRBA representa-
tive Gayle Reuter. “Over 35 wonderful busi-
nesses were nominated making it very
tough to narrow it down to just five final-
ists. Many voters also expressed continued

strong support for past winners, which is a
tremendous compliment to them and reaf-
firms how lucky we are to have such great
businesses in Del Ray.”

Other finalists for the 2016 award were
Affordable Signs and Banners, Holy Cow/
Pork Barrel BBQ, Taqueria Poblano and
Truly-Life Eco Gifts.

Voting is open to the public and takes
place via email in the week leading up to
Valentine’s Day. According to the DRBA
website, selection is based on which busi-
ness best demonstrates a “warm and wel-
coming attitude to the community and cus-
tomers, a commitment and generosity to the
community and to an overall contribution
to what makes Del Ray the best place in
the world to live, work and shop.”

“The one thing I heard most from voters
was how hard it was to vote for just one busi-
ness because we are so lucky to have such
great businesses in Del Ray,” Reuter said.

The Caboose Café, located at 2419 Mount
Vernon Ave., has been in business for more
than 12 years serving breakfast, lunch and
dinner. A second location is in Cameron

Station in the city’s West. End.
According to Reuter, voters com-

mented on “how welcoming the Ca-
boose Cafe staff always is and how it
feels like home. Several parents also
mentioned that they love that Rhoda
and the Caboose staff have provided
such a safe and happy place for their
kids to visit before and after school.”

More than 1,600 votes were cast and
a business can only win once. Previ-
ous winners of the award include A
Show of Hands, Jen Walker
McEnearney Associates, Bobi Bomar
Homes of Alexandria, The Neighbor-
hood Pharmacy of Del Ray, Greener
Cleaner of Del Ray, Del Ray Pizzeria
and Mind the Mat.

Caboose Café wins
8th annual award.

Heart of Del Ray

Photos Contributed

Rhoda Worku, right, owner of the Caboose Café and winner of the 2016
Heart of Del Ray award, is joined for a photo by past winner Pat Miller,
Caboose Café employee Iris Hasing, and past winners Serdar Basegmez,
Bobi Bomar, Eric Reid and Megan Brown.

Caboose Café owner Rhoda Worku,
right, is presented with the Heart of
Del Ray award Feb. 12 by DRBA presi-
dent Bill Blackburn. They are joined by
Iris Hasing, a café employee.
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By Jeanne Theismann
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B
rooke Curran, founder of the
RunningBrooke fund, presented $70,000
to 12 local nonprofits Feb. 10 as part of
the 2016 Move2Learn grants awards.

Awarded as part of the 7th RunningBrooke grant

cycle, the funds will benefit more than 1,755 at-risk
children.

“This year, priority was given to nonprofits that
use exercise and physical activity to boost learning,”
said Curran, who has raised more than $750,000
since founding the organization in 2009. “Research

Presenting Move2Learn Grants
RunningBrooke awards $70,000 to local nonprofits.

Brooke Curran,
front, cel-

ebrates Feb. 10
with recipients
after awarding

$70,000 in
Move2Learn
grants to 12

nonprofits
through the

RunningBrooke
fund.

Photo

Contributed
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See TC Honors,  Page 18

A
pplications for
the Peter Will-
iams Memo-

rial Scholarship are
being accepted
through Feb. 28. Cre-
ated by Old Town Al-
exandria Connections
(OTAC), the Peter Wil-
liams Memorial Schol-
arship was established
to honor the memory and con-
tributions of Peter Williams and
further his legacy of responsible
business practices and service to
others.

Williams, long-time Alexan-
dria business attorney, civic
leader and leader of OTAC un-
til his death in February of 2014,

touched the lives of
c o u n t l e s s
A l e x a n d r i a n s
through his work
and civic involve-
ment. He died while
helping a neighbor
clear snow from a
driveway.

High school se-
niors currently en-

rolled in public or private
schools located in Alexandria
City or Fairfax County with an
Alexandria address are eligible
to apply for the scholarship.
The application can be found
online at
www.otacnetworking.com.

— Jeanne Theismann

Scholarship Honors
Peter Williams
Application deadline Feb. 28.

Peter
Williams
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A
nne Paul, a longtime resi-
dent devoted to the pres-
ervation of Alexandria’s

history, died Feb. 14 at her home.
She was 75.

“This is a terrible loss,” said
Mayor Allison Silberberg. “Anne
was such a lovely person.”

Born Anne Smith on Feb 12,
1941, in Athens, Ohio, Paul was
the daughter of Air Force Col.
Wilfred Smith and his wife Eliza-
beth Ebersbach Smith. After leav-
ing Ohio, the Smiths lived in Ala-
bama, Virginia and Colorado. They
also lived overseas in Morocco.

Paul graduated from St. Agnes
School in Alexandria and attended
Pine Manor Junior College in Mas-
sachusetts. She completed her
education at George Washington
University where she earned her
bachelor’s degree.

After college, Paul worked at the
Federal Maritime Commission.
She married Nicolas Paul in 1965
and settled with her family in Al-
exandria. Paul became a dedicated
volunteer, devoting her time and
energy to the community and the
preservation of its history. She was
an active member and held lead-
ership positions in numerous or-
ganizations including the Garden
Club of Alexandria, the Garden
Club of Virginia, the Junior League
of Washington, the Alexandria
Landmarks Society, the Alexandria
Historical Society, the Alexandria
Library Company, the Alexandria
Public Library Board, the Historic

Alexandria
Resources
C o m m i s -
s i o n ,
Daughters
of the
A m e r i c a n
Revolution
a n d
S t r a t f o r d
Hall. She
was an avid
researcher
and published historian on Alex-
andria.

Paul was president of the
Swann-Dangerfield Condominium
association in Old Town where she
lived for more than 17 years. Prior
to that, she was a 27-year resident
of the Belle Haven neighborhood
and a longtime member of Belle
Haven Country Club.

She is survived by her former
husband, Nicholas I. Paul of An-
napolis; her daughters, Catherine
Anne Geasling of Annapolis, and
Mary Elizabeth Duke and her hus-
band Andrew of Alexandria; and
her two grandchildren, Ann Duke
and James Duke.

A visitation with the family will
be held Thursday, Feb. 18, from 6-
8 p.m. in Norton Hall at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, 228 S. Pitt St.
A memorial service will take place
at St. Paul’s on Friday, Feb. 19, at
10 a.m. In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily asks that donations be made to
the charity of your choice.

— Jeanne Theismann

Anne Smith Paul Dies
Devoted preservationist, volunteer.

Anne Smith
Paul died Feb.
14 at the age
of 75.
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F
or one of T.C. Williams High School’s big-
gest celebrities, Coach Herman Boone made
a quiet entrance to the Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools Athletic Hall of Fame ceremony.

He worked his way apart from the crowd, finding
and greeting some of the men he used to coach in
football. Boone was among the athletes inducted and
coaches honorarily inducted into the ACPS Hall of
Fame at a ceremony on Feb. 12.

As more and more people in the hallway began
recognizing him, Boone was quickly approached by
young students who’d just seen the “Remember the
Titans” movie for the first time. In 1971, Boone was
appointed head coach at TC and won the Virginia
State Championship. The team was ranked as sec-
ond in the nation by national polls and Boone was
selected as “coach of the year” six times. There was
a screening in the auditorium earlier that day of the
movie centered around Boone and the 1971 Titans
football team, but 16 years after the movie premiered
Boone says he’s just fine skipping out every once in
awhile.

“I don’t watch the movie,” said Boone. “I’ve seen it
enough times… but without the movie, young stu-
dents might not understand the importance of this
place.”

But just because Boone isn’t teaching football at
TC anymore doesn’t mean he’s stopped following his
team.

“I watched the football team this year,” said Boone.
“They’re small, but hustling. I wouldn’t want to play
against them. They’re like flies, they get hit but they
get back up. They have spirit. They’ll be all right.”

Boone said he’s happy to still see students at the
school so involved in the sport, noting that it helps
keeps students off of the streets and teaches them
the value of teamwork and dedication.

“Football is a metaphor for life,” said Boone. “It
teaches you the important lessons you’ll carry with
you.”

Along with Boone, TC honored coaches Bill Yoast
(also featured in “Remember the Titans”) and Glenn
Furman. Yoast worked alongside Boone on the 1971
football team. Furman was coach of T.C. Williams’
junior varsity football team with a 65 win, 1 loss
record, including a 38-game winning streak and
unscored on 9-0 season. Furman later became head
coach and helped the Titans win two state champi-
onships. In over 30 years of coaching, Furman has
never had a losing season.

School Board Vice Chair Chris Lewis (left) prepares to unveil plaques for the Hall of
Fame inductees.

TC Honors Its Titans
Hall of Fame inductees
include serviceman killed
in Iraq and “Remember
the Titans” coach Herman
Boone.

Coach Herman Boone with Coach Bill
Yoast.
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has shown that kids who move more do better in
school so we honed our focus for this year’s funding
on initiatives that will get a kid moving.”

Recipients of the 2016 RunningBrooke Move2Learn
awards are: Alexandria Police Foundation: Summer
camp for kids; Alexandria Seaport Foundation: Yoga
classes to compliment job readiness; Alexandria Tu-
toring Consortium: Heart-pumping warmups to en-
hance reading; ALIVE!: Movement programs for
preschoolers; Center for Alexandria’s Children: Learn
and Play Groups; Child and Family Network Cen-
ters: Health and Wellness programs: play, games and
dancing; Community Lodgings: After-school tutor-
ing with Fitness Fridays; Friends of Huntley Mead-
ows: Hiking, field learning and drawing; Girls on the
Run, NoVA: Running scholarships to empower girls
to make healthy choices; Jane Franklin Dance: Dance
workshops for preschoolers through third graders;

Quintango: Daily classes of tango, soccer and music
at Samuel Tucker Elementary; YoKid: After-school
yoga at Jefferson Houston Elementary and SCAN
(Stop Child Abuse Now).

Curran, who has pledged to run 100 marathons
for charity, expects to hit that milestone later this
year.

“If things progress as planned, my 100th marathon
is likely to be in August,” Curran said. “I haven’t de-
cided where that will be but it would be a great honor
for me to run with someone running a marathon for
the first time. We could run and celebrate both of
our achievements together.”

Curran also expects to surpass the $1 million mark
in funds raised sometime in 2016.

“Both of these are big milestones for me,” Curran
said. “And they are milestones for the community
and the many nonprofits that help at-risk children in
Alexandria.”

For more information, visit www.runningbrooke.org.

Presenting Move2Learn Grants

Correction
The Feb. 10 article “How Much Was Spent in

Local Election” mistakenly noted that Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors Chairman Sharon
Bulova raised $393 million, which should have
read $393,800. Additionally, The Virginia Pub-
lic Access Project later noted that the chart only
reflected the final period of election spending,
not the total spent during the election.

See Bulletin Board,  Page 9

Email announcements to gazette@connectionnews
papers.com. Include date, time, location, description and con-
tact for event: phone, email and/or website. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before event.

THURSDAY/FEB. 18
Bullying Prevention at School. 8:15-10 a.m. at Cora Kelly

Elementary, 3600 Commonwealth Ave. Parents and
guardians are invited to join in a discussion focused on how
to identify and stop bullying and create a safe environment
for students. All ACPS families are welcome. A light meal,

Bulletin Board
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By Jody Manor

T
ake a look at the list of businesses
along our “Main Street” that have
recently closed or announced their
closing: Curzon Antiques, S. Co-

lumbus Street; Urban Angler, N. Washington
Street; Ladyburg Bath & Body Boutique, S.
Union Street; Yogi Castle, King Street;
Hannelore’s, N. Lee Street; Imperfections!,
King Street, J Brown (2nd location), King
Street, Le Star, King Street; Cove Office, King
Street; Pure Prana (2nd location), N. Alfred
Street; Why Not?, King Street; Old Town Tea
& Spice, S. Union Street; European Country
Living, King Street; Decorium, King Street;
Trojan Antiques, King Street; Candy’s Candy,
N. Fairfax Street; The Virginia Shop, S. Union
Street; Bittersweet, King Street.

These were tax-paying businesses with cus-
tomers, employees, landlords and important
parts of the fabric of our city — and a reason to
visit our city. Their owners were also contribu-
tors to an enormous number of local charities.
Their sudden loss should be a wake up call.

While there are many reasons for this spate
of business closings, one cannot deny the
changing nature of retail. With 17 blocks of
retail space from the waterfront to the Metro,

we are challenged by many factors including
online sales. If we are to preserve the economic
vibrancy of our historic core it is time to exam-
ine what the city can do to reverse this trend.

As a long-time business owner here, I can
tell you that our regional reputation as a diffi-
cult place to do business is well deserved. An
arduous approval process (which is not well
known or well explained to new businesses),
high license and permit fees, numerous taxes,
regulatory minutiae, business unfriendly park-
ing policies and an inadequate wayfinding pro-
gram are at the heart of this. These obstacles
collectively undermine our competitiveness
when trying to retain and attract new busi-
nesses. Our civic leaders need to continue to
address these issues. And, as citizens, we need
to support leaders who support our economic
vibrancy.

In this day and age of increased competition
from online sales we can no longer rest on our
laurels as a historic colonial city that the
world’s largest (online) bookseller deems the
country’s most romantic. We must take a hard
look at placemaking, beautification and better
maintenance of our streetscape. We need to
employ better coordination and deployment of

historic resources between city departments,
increased programming and utilization of our
parks and public spaces, and examine our very
restrictive special events policies. Our water-
front plan needs to be fully implemented with-
out further delay. As part of that, the Torpedo
Factory Arts Center should proceed with the
recommended restructuring so that it can ap-
peal in the 21st century to local families,
millennials and visitors (and begin generating
tax revenue for the city rather than being sub-
sidized by the taxpayer).

Yes, if we want our retail core to survive, we
need to attract more people here — people who
want to shop, dine, attend events and put tax
revenue in our city’s coffers while keeping our
locally owned businesses in business.

At a time when there are so many demands
of our municipal budget (including long over-
due maintenance of our City Hall building) it’s
time to start thinking about how we create a
dynamic economy for the modern world while
retaining our colonial charms.

Besides running a business in the heart of
Old Town for the past 33 years, my prism is
my recollection as a young boy of the many
empty retail spaces along King Street in the
’60s, ’70s and ’80s. Let’s not make the mistake
of thinking this cannot happen again.

Closing Businesses: Ghost of Times Past?
Commentary

Letters to the Editor
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Alternatives to
Wholesale
Renaming
To the Editor:

I don’t support efforts to remove
the Confederate statue from Wash-
ington Street, and rid Alexandria of
Confederate street names. We can’t
and shouldn’t erase the town’s past,
even the unpleasant memories.

There are many streets that
could be renamed for African
Americans throughout Alexandria
while retaining the Confederate
street names that remind us for
good or bad of the city’s past.

But that’s hardly a sufficient an-
swer to the issue of whether to
remove symbols of the city’s sup-
port for and participation in an
economy based on slave labor.
Where do you draw the line?
George Washington was a

slaveholder. Do we remove his
name from the Masonic Memo-
rial? Do we rename the Lee Boy-
hood Home? Rename Maury
School?

I believe there are more con-
structive ways to examine and re-
member this terrible part of our
history. We have already made a
good start by memorializing the
freed men and women and con-
traband slaves that died in Alex-
andria and are buried at the Freed-

men and Contraband Cemetery on
South Washington Street.

We could actually expand the
African American History Museum
and make it a centerpiece of our
community. We could do more to
draw attention to the slave trad-
ing activities that took place in
Alexandria, and the impact slavery
has had on the city, and the na-
tion. I’m sure that the waterfront
offers us an opportunity to look
more closely at the role of African
Americans in Alexandria’s ship-
building and fishing industries, for
example.

Alexandria has an important
African American history that be-
gan long before the Civil War. Why
not better tell the story of Ben-
jamin Banneker, the son of a
former slave from Guinea and his
free African American wife? In
1791, Banneker, a surveyor and
almanac author, made astronomi-
cal observations at Jones Point that
identified the cornerstone for the
start of the survey of the federal
district.

My suggestion is that we do
more to recognize the achieve-
ments and sacrifices of
Alexandria’s African American
community before, during, and
after the Civil War and not to try
to selectively remove reminders of
our town’s history.

Andrew Macdonald
Alexandria
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

BETSY TWIGG
703-967-4391
betsytwigg.com

Old Town Alexandria $950,000
Historic Captain’s Row

Brimming with
character and
updates, this
late 19th
Century brick
end town
house offers 3
bedrooms,
renovated
kitchen and
bath, main

level powder room, high ceilings, vintage wood floors, extensive
built-ins and a brick walled patio with sweet garden shed. Details
of 112 Prince Street at betsytwigg.com

Alexandria $850,000
Beverley Hills Area

Commanding
views from sun-
filled 3 bedroom
3 bath home nes-
tled at the top of
a quiet cul-de-
sac. High-end
renovated kitchen
opens to dining
room with doors
to pergola cov-

ered patio and large, level rear yard. Fireplaces in living room and rec room,
extensive built-ins, wood floors, updated bathrooms, den, extensive storage,
and one-car garage. Details of 3900 Greshem Place at betsytwigg.com.

Old Town Alexandria $559,900
Washington Square

Refreshed 3
bedroom, 2.5
bath three
level brick
town house
with large
walled patio
near shops and
restaurants.
Wood floors
on three levels,

stainless & granite kitchen, updated bathrooms, built-ins, many
recent updates, plus garage parking. Details of 660 South
Columbus Street at betsytwigg.com

O
PE

N

SU
NDAY

 1
–4

 P
M

O
PE

N

SU
NDAY

 1
–4

 P
M

O
PE

N

SU
NDAY

 1
–4

 P
M

From Page 7

Opinion

By Katharine Dixon

President, Rebuilding Together Alexandria

H
omeownership is often equated with
success and the fulfillment of the
American Dream. But it takes money
to maintain a home so it can remain a

safe haven for a family. For some, this can be diffi-
cult, especially in a region as expensive as ours.

According to the nonprofit Wider Opportunities for
Women, the reality is that “45 percent of Americans

live on incomes that fail to provide
basic economic security,” a fact even
more pronounced among the eld-
erly. By federal definitions, many of
these people are not “poor;” but in
fact, we all know people who are
gainfully employed or worked hard

their whole lives but still struggle to pay bills.
In Alexandria, we see this all the time. We encoun-

ter families — many who have worked in positions
supporting businesses, schools and local governments
— that are facing difficult choices about paying to
fix a leaky roof or paying a doctor bill or paying for
food.

Isaac and Sue are one such couple. Isaac is a US
Army veteran who served in the Korean War. After
the war, he began his career as a school bus driver
and continues to work even now part-time, which
he loves.

Both Isaac and Sue have called Alexandria home
since they were very young children. They raised their
family in a tidy row house, where they have lived for
more than three decades. Isaac’s favorite place is his
basement where he relaxes with a 6 year-old Chi-
huahua named Princess that rules the home. They
also enjoy entertaining their grand and great-grand-
children.

The couple loves their home and neighborhood and
don’t want to move out. Built in 1954, the home re-
quires maintenance that is harder for them to do
themselves or afford to have others do. When they

were introduced to Rebuilding Together Alexandria,
which works to preserve housing affordability and
revitalize the Alexandria community by providing
free home repairs, they felt relieved and grateful.

Earlier this year, Rebuilding Together Alexandria
volunteers added handrails to their bathroom, fixed
the plumbing issues with their toilet, and installed a
ceiling fan in their bedroom. These type of upgrades
are important since most of our clients are
homeowners who live near the poverty level. By im-
proving their housing conditions, we can help them
remain active in their neighborhood and in turn help
our city remain economically, socially and culturally
diverse. For Isaac and Sue, these upgrades bring
peace of mind and ensure that these pillars in the
community can remain living where they are.

If you know someone like Isaac and Sue who
could benefit from our services, we encourage
you to introduce them to us. To learn more, visit
www.RebuildingTogetherAlex.org or call 703-
836-1021.

The Pillars and the Princess

Rebuilding Together Alexandria volunteers
provided a variety of upgrades to this
home.
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Together

Alexandria

Bulletin Board

interpretation services and childcare
provided with registration. Visit
http://conta.cc/1mrjmNq to register.
Contact Krishna Leyva at 703-619-
8055 or
krishna.leyva@acps.k12.va.us for
more.

Bullying Prevention at School. 6-
7:30 p.m. at William Ramsey
Elementary, 5700 Sanger Ave.

Parents and guardians are invited to
join in a discussion focused on how
to identify and stop bullying and
create a safe environment for
students. All ACPS families are
welcome. A light meal, interpretation
services and childcare provided with
registration. Visit http://conta.cc/
23VVpjn to register. Contact Krishna
Leyva at 703-619-8055 or
krishna.leyva@acps.k12.va.us for
more.

Community Meeting. 6:30-7:30 p.m.
at Alexandria Police Department
Headquarters, 3600 Wheeler Ave.
Alexandria Police Chief Earl Cook
will hold a community meeting to
review significant events and crime
trends of 2015 and discuss where the
police department is going in 2016.
The meeting will be “live streamed”
online for those who cannot attend
but still wish to participate. Call 703-
746-4444 for more.
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ARHA Proposals
Flaunt Regulations
To the Editor:

I would like to share my opinion on dis-
turbing development proposal of Ramsey
homes in City of Alexandria.

Alexandria Redevelopment and Housing
Authority’s current plan to replace the ex-
isting Ramsey homes in the Parker-Gray
neighborhood is disturbingly full of contra-
dictions.

First, the parking solution ARHA has pre-
sented cannot possibly work. The entrance
and exit for the underground garage ARHA
wants to build would be located in a nar-
row residential alley, one which cannot ac-
commodate the turning radius of a Toyota
Camry, let alone larger vehicles. Does ARHA
really expect every single driver who en-
ters and exits the garage to back up and
make multiple sharp and potentially dan-
gerous turns every time they use the ga-
rage?

Another contradiction: The City Master
Plan that the city has adopted for the rede-

By Adam P. Ebbin

State Senator (D-30)

T
he Virginia General Assembly
has finally reached “Crossover,”
the halfway point by which each
chamber must complete work

on its own bills and begin considering leg-
islation passed by the other body. Over 870
bills have passed the House of Delegates and
over 700 made it through the Senate. We
will be working diligently over the coming
weeks to consider the remaining legislation,
including 13 of my bills that have passed
the Senate and await consideration by the
House.

One noteworthy bill I’ve passed through
the Senate is SB327, which eliminates the
automatic six month driver’s license suspen-
sion for first-time marijuana possession. Co-
patroned by Senators Bill Stanley (R-
Franklin) and Tom Garrett (R-
Buckingham), this bill enjoyed broad sup-
port and was endorsed by both Alexandria
Commonwealth’s Attorney Brian Porter and

Alexandria’s Public De-
fender Melinda Dou-
glas. This legislation re-
moves a consequence
wholly unrelated to the
underlying criminal of-
fense, which too often
results in loss of employ-

ment and other hardships that dispropor-
tionately impact the most economically dis-
advantaged Virginians. Passing this bill
through the House would allow Virginia to
join the 34 states — including every state
bordering the Commonwealth — in elimi-
nating this ineffective policy. I also co-
patroned SB22, sponsored by Sen. Ryan
McDougle (R-Hanover), which allows for
the expungement of alcohol and marijuana
possession offenses after a period of five
years if those offenses occur before a per-
son turns 21. This passed the Senate unani-
mously.

This week on the floor I spoke against two

bills — SB270 and SB705 — that seek to
end the non-existent problem of “sanctu-
ary cities” despite federal prohibitions, the
Dillon Rule, and state mandates that already
make “sanctuary cities” an impossibility in
Virginia. Rather than asking localities to
enforce immigration law to the extent re-
quired by federal law, this legislation de-
mands immigration law be enforced “to the
full extent permitted.” These bills
mischaracterize localities that have inter-
nal police policies that discourage profiling
and encourage community policing as
“sanctuary cities.” Currently, policies such
as not inquiring about the immigration sta-
tus of witnesses at a crime scene are widely
practiced to encourage residents to report
wrongdoing regardless of their residency
status. SB270 would reduce state funding
to localities with such policies, while SB705
would hold them liable for the “full amount
of any personal injury or property damage”
caused by an undocumented person forc-
ing law enforcement to choose between
public safety and state dollars. Unfortu-

nately, these bills passed the Senate along
party lines despite the fact that effective pro-
community policing policies exist through-
out the state, from Virginia Beach to Prince
William County, and despite the Senate’s
unanimous support for such policies three
years in a row.

Please join me at one of my Town Hall
Meetings on Saturday, Feb. 20:

❖ Lee District: 9:30-11:30 a.m., Hayfield
Elementary School, 7633 Telegraph Road,
Alexandria

❖ Mt. Vernon District: 12:30-2 p.m.,
Whitman Middle School, 2500 Parkers
Lane, Alexandria.

Please share your thoughts on legislation
and other state-related matters with me by
emailing district30@senate.virginia.gov.
Follow me on Twitter @AdamEbbin and
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
EbbinCampaign. You can sign up for my
weekly email updates at
www.AdamEbbin.com.

It is my continued honor to represent the
citizens of the 30th Senate District.

General Assembly Reaches Crossover
Commentary

velopment of this area stipulates that “Each
residential block should have safe and con-
venient access to play spaces for young chil-
dren.” The same plan also states that the
open space “… should be designed and lo-
cated to allow effective supervision and
surveillance from surrounding streets .…”
ARHA has instead suggested that the only
play space for children in the development
would be a built-out space on the roofs of
the proposed buildings. The very nature of
this concept prevents “effective supervision
and surveillance.”

Additionally, any sort of guard rail, wall,
or fence that ARHA would have to install
for a playground’s protection would not
only be unsightly, but also make the pro-
posed building taller than the city’s own
regulations permit.

These sorts of questions make me won-
der: Does ARHA think that they can bla-
tantly ignore residents’ objections and city
regulations alike? Do they expect us not to
notice that what they have proposed vio-
late the city’s own rules, not to mention
common sense? Can ARHA truly justify this
out-of-control proposal to the residents of

the Parker-Grey neighborhood?

Mykhaylo Panarin
Alexandria

Church Expansion
Deserves Support
To the Editor:

We feel very privileged to live here in Al-
exandria amongst neighbors so willing to
“put community first.” Regarding the pro-
posed Alfred Street Baptist Church expan-
sion we want to take a positive stand of
support and inclusion of all our neighbors
and especially with the ASBC as they go
through their expansion process. Since
moving here in 2001 we noticed the will-
ingness of the church to be “good neigh-
bors,” acknowledging our “pain” over park-
ing issues, security issues and general traf-
fic disruptions.

We have noticed they have friendly
guards and off-duty police to help when-
ever they are expecting large crowds. They
are a place of safety and community. Their

standards of behavior are unfailingly high.
We really appreciate their presence in the
neighborhood and the sense of continuing
history as the oldest African American
church in Alexandria. We have attended
services there on occasion, taken friends
from out of town, and have always been
welcomed with open arms.

We have seen their need for increased
worship space. So we want to encourage
all our neighbors to engage with them with
loving neighborly concern and cooperation
as opposed to “assuming the worse,” ob-
structing their progress, and being closed
and fearful of change. Change comes
whether we welcome it or not. Let’s try to
be a part of the change through coopera-
tion and acceptance of their needs.

I am afraid that if their very real need to
redesign their space is obstructed that they
may just take their congregation elsewhere.
The law of “unintended consequences”
might come into play and we may end up
with an enterprise at that location that is
far more detrimental to our community
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than these good people have been.
Being “good neighbors’ is a two-

way street.

Annabel Foery
Alexandria

Look to
The Future
To the Editor:

As a born, raised and very proud
Alexandrian, I watch with a heavy
heart, the results of society trying
to tear down and dispose of our
American history in all respects.
When America was being born,
and it went through growing pains,
people named towns, cities,
streets, buildings, etc., after those
who made impacts to this country.

Now it seems that our country
has changed, and not for the bet-
ter.

There are those who feel that up
to now, they had no say, as though
they were “passed over” in some
way, and now want to abolish all
remains of our history, due in part
because they feel it’s “owed” to
them. Well, no it isn’t. We are hun-
dreds of years past the wars, in-
cluding the Civil War in case you
haven’t yet recognized that fact,
and you need to move on in your
life. It’s history. Leave it alone —
it’s done and finished. If you feel
wronged in some way, now you
have a chance to make your own
mark, but that doesn’t include
changing history — it’s in the past.
Make a new mark of your own;
honor your own by doing some-
thing new.

Regarding the Appomattox
statue — he is part of Alexandria
— he was put there to honor the
soldiers that marched off to war
to fight for what they believed in.
He isn’t standing there as a sym-
bol of oppression, or looking
“down” on anyone. He was put
there to honor all.

Alexandria’s monies shouldn’t
be used to change names of
streets, buildings, schools, or re-
move statues that “offend” some-
one — it should be used for things
to benefit the city and all who live
there; to update the city’s infra-
structure, for the homeless and
poor, to better the schools, the
roads, etc. Don’t be “offended” by
everything. Put yourselves into
new ideas and projects, and leave
the history alone. It can’t and
won’t hurt you. It’s gone, but we
need to be proud of all of it, be-
cause our ancestors believed in it
and gave their lives for it.

Now we can honor them by
moving on, working together, and
making America something they
would be proud of.

Our America is in turmoil. We
have bigger things to worry about
than changing the name of street,
school or removing a confederate
statue or flag. Come on people,
let’s work together and get it done.

Sue Emerson Bonnett
Augusta, W.Va.

Skepticism
Warranted
To the Editor:

Councilmembers Lovain and
Smedberg are right to be skepti-
cal of the proposal for a City Eth-
ics Commission.

While there is wide agreement
that public officials should be
“ethical,” there is less agreement
as to what constitutes “unethical”
conduct. What bothers you, may
not bother me.

For public officials this is particu-
larly vexing because making tough
calls is part of the job. Controver-
sial decisions often involve charges
that the “fix” is in and the result
of unethical conduct.

A properly functioning Ethics
Commission requires
ascertainable standards, not vague
hortatory pronouncements. Even
these may not enough. As with rest
of us, ethical behavior by public
officials requires recourse to the
“policeman within” and citizens
paying attention with their votes.

Robert Calhoun
Alexandria

We Are All
Americans
To the Editor:

If George Washington was alive
today, and someone asked him if
he was a Democrat or a Republi-
can, what would he say? Although
he and I share some DNA, I do not
presume to answer this question
for him. However, in his Farewell

Address, he offers an answer I be-
lieve he would offer again. George
Washington was not a Democrat
or a Republican. He was an Ameri-
can.

In his address, an open letter to
the American people, Washington
asked his countrymen to discour-
age and restrain “the spirit of
party.” He wrote,

“The name of American, which
belongs to you in your national
capacity, must always exalt the just
pride of patriotism more than any
appellation derived from local dis-
criminations.”

He firmly opposed those who
sought to divide Americans by
their differences. In his day, small
segments of the community
sought to acquire influence by
misrepresenting other segments.
They sought power in turning
people against one another. He
believed this attitude, this us-
against-them mentality, was
wrong. It does an injustice to the
unity which exists among Ameri-
cans.

Instead, Washington encour-
aged Americans to look past their
differences and focus on their
commonalities. Granted, this was
slightly easier in 1796. In his
words, “with slight shades of dif-
ference, you have the same reli-
gion, manners, habits, and politi-
cal principles.” This is no longer
the case. We are more diverse in
these respects than perhaps ever
before. However, this diversity
makes Washington’s ultimate
point even more important. In our
Union,

“…all the parts combined can-
not fail to find in the united mass
of means and efforts greater
strength, greater resource…”

In America, everyone survives
by serving someone else. Whether
we do so in a restaurant or in the
oval office, our lives are inextrica-
bly intertwined. Our union, and
the strength we derive from it, is
the foundation on which our na-
tional prosperity is built.

In a recent speech, President
Obama made an appeal to all
Americans for a more respectful
politics. Today, as in Washington’s
time, a spirit of party threatens to
distort our union. If he were alive
today, George Washington would
undoubtedly make the same point
that he made in his farewell ad-
dress. No matter what divides us,
we are all Americans.

Jack Washington
Arlington

The writer notes that George
Washington is his seventh-great
uncle.

Deal on Guns
Falls Short
To the Editor:

I considered Gov. Terry McAuliffe
one of the nation’s best governors
on gun safety. I was proud to sup-
port him in his gubernatorial cam-
paign and vote for him.

So you can imagine my anger
and disappointment when Gov.
McAuliffe cut a so-called gun
safety deal with the gun lobby and
the NRA, just weeks after stand-
ing with us at a vigil in Richmond
and vowing to help us prevent gun
violence. The resulting deal is a
gift to the gun lobby that will make
Virginians like myself less safe.

While I have no doubt that Gov.
McAuliffe wants to protect abused
women in Virginia, the bill he ne-
gotiated falls short of that mark
because it lacks explicit language
requiring domestic abusers to turn
in their guns. This is a dangerous
omission. It also makes back-
ground checks for individual sales
entirely voluntary. What danger-
ous criminal volunteers for a back-
ground check?

I can only hope Governor
McAuliffe strengthens this domes-
tic violence bill before signing it
into law. Moms across Virginia are
paying attention.

Gail Gordon Donegan
Alexandria

Expand
Advisory Group
To the Editor:

I am a native Virginian, a retired
Army Veteran, a resident of Fairfax
County since 1995 and a long-time
member of the Bull Run Civil War
Round Table. My avid interest in
early American history and Civil
War history has led to countless
hours and days exploring the
many historical sites, buildings
and events the City of Alexandria
has to offer.

I have been following with in-
terest the formation and proceed-

ings of the Ad Hoc Advisory Com-
mittee on Confederate Memorials
and Street Names, established by
the Alexandria City Council.

The specific tasks assigned to
this group, along with the entities
designated by the City Council to
provide an Advisory Group mem-
ber gives the impression of bias (or
a politically motivated effort) to
remove the Appomattox statute
and change all the subject street
names. While perhaps an under-
standable emotional reaction to
the June 17, 2015 mass shooting
at Emanuel African Methodist
Episcopal Church in Charleston,
S.C., actions potentially being con-
sidered by the Ad Hoc Advisory
Group deal directly with the 19th
century history and growth of the
City of Alexandria and Virginia. To
ignore or attempt to remove this
history does a tremendous disser-
vice to the city, and its residents
and the scores of local, U.S. and
international tourists who come to
Alexandria and Virginia specifi-
cally to experience and better un-
derstand this history.

Given the impact potential ac-
tions being considered might have
from a historical perspective, it is
striking that no civil war heritage
group, the city’s own Office of His-
toric Alexandria, or historians are
included in the membership of the
Ad Hoc Advisory Group. Relying
on public comment and input to
fully understand the historical and
cultural relevance and significance
of the issues the group is tasked
to address is insufficient — I
strongly recommend including the
director, Office of Historic Alexan-
dria in the Ad Hoc Advisory Group
as a full member, or alternatively
in an advisory role.

Having attended recent meet-
ings of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group
and in light of the public com-
ments and input received to date,
it is heartening to see that several
group members are looking be-
yond the narrowly worded tasks
included in the City Council Reso-
lution establishing the group. Al-
exandria and Virginia residents
and visitors alike want to learn
more about and discuss this period
of our shared history (as recent
events have shown) — the City of
Alexandria should capitalize on
this, not retreat from it. I urge the
Ad Hoc Advisory Group and the
City Council to look towards more
effective and holistic ways to con-
vey Alexandria’s history, including
increasing public knowledge and
awareness of the City’s civil war
and post-civil war history, not to
simply remove it.

J. Blake Myers
Chair, Preservation Committee,

Bull Run Civil War Round Table,
Centreville

Snapshot
In honor of Presidents Day — with thoughts of lib-
erty and justice.

Photo by Geri Baldwin
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By Hope Nelson

Gazette Packet

N
orthern Virginia is home to in-
numerable cuisines. Salva-
doran, Korean, Vietnamese,
Southern barbecue, Ethiopian

… the list goes on and on. But there’s been
a dearth of Hawaiian cuisine in the region
— until Hula Girl’s grand opening in
Shirlington changed that.

Hula Girl is one of the newest neighbors
in the Village at Shirlington, but its roots
go much deeper than its new location alone.
Beginning as a food truck during the eco-
nomic downturn several years ago, the res-
taurant quickly filled a void in the patch-
work of cuisines that knit the region to-
gether.

“Lo and behold, the truck kind of just took
off,” said owner Mikala Brennan. “Our lines
got longer and people kept finding us.”

And the customer base was diverse. East
Coasters found a new outlet for culinary
adventures, and native Hawaiians got a
little taste of home.

“Hawaiian food was this weird hole here
that had not been filled,” Brennan said.

In 2013, Brennan determined it was time
to grow the food truck into something big-
ger. She initially set her sights on space in
Washington, but quickly determined that
moving across the river would meet the
restaurant’s needs better.

“As I kept looking in D.C., I just wasn’t
finding what I wanted. One of the big things
for me was to have something all on one
floor,” she said. Two floors “just didn’t ap-
peal to me. … I want it to be residential. I

want it to be a community. I want it to be a
neighborhood place.”

Walking through the Village at Shirlington
one day, Brennan noticed an empty store-
front with a sign in the window advertising
its availability. But to her consternation, it
turned out the space had already been
taken. A month later, though, the landlord
called to tell Brennan the deal had fallen
through and offered her the space.

“I had already looked at the space. The
kitchen was done really well; I knew we
would have to do a lot of demolition in the
front end, but I felt like OK, we’ve finally
found it, after a year-plus of looking,”
Brennan said.

It didn’t take long for Brennan and her
crew to settle in and make the space their
own. While the food is always a linchpin of
any restaurant, it’s crucial not to underesti-
mate the importance of the décor and am-
bience, and Brennan spent a lot of time
thinking that through.

“I think a lot of people can look at Ha-

waiian and it can go in a lot of different
directions,” she said. “… I wanted to bring
elements in that were Hawaiian, but I didn’t
want to bang people over the head with it.
I wanted it to be subtle.”

The final result is less tiki bar and more
friendly, comfortable beach-chic. Light-col-
ored wood tables and walls serve as the
foundation for the space, and lively artwork
dots the walls.

But at the end of the day, the Hawaiian
food is the star of the show. The poke – tra-
ditional Hawaiian raw fish salad – and
Spam musubi are two of Hula Girl’s top sell-
ers, Brennan said. The musubi, a sushi snack
containing marinated Spam, can be an ac-
quired taste for some, but it generally wins
over a number of converts, Brennan added.

Don’t discount the mainland entrees.
Brennan says the non-Hawaiian dishes pack
a punch despite their stateside roots.

“We have beautiful New York steaks in
here,” she said.

And vegetarians won’t be left out of the
fun, either. The menu boasts several teriyaki
plates, one featuring tofu as the protein of
choice, served with rice or a salad.

Also, Brennan says, the woodear mush-
room salad is a bit of “a sleeper hit.” Teem-
ing with sweet potato noodles, edamame,
daikon, and of course the featured mush-

rooms, it’s great by itself — or with grilled
chicken or steak for the omnivores at the
table.

The bar offers a plethora of cocktails,
wines, and beers to wash down your meal.

 “Our mai tai is one of the best things that
we have,” Brennan says, and the wine list
sports many regional and further-flung of-
ferings, beginning with Maryland and
stretching out to the Finger Lakes region of
New York and beyond. The beers, Brennan
says, are a blend of local and Hawaiian
breweries, ranging from Adroit Theory in
Purcellville to Kona Brewing Company on
the Big Island.

The restaurant’s first few months of life
have been a whirlwind of growth, but
Brennan says they’re not finished yet. She’s
still aiming to get one of the D.C. area’s most
famous Hawaiians – President Obama – in
for a meal before he moves out of town.

“I briefly went to the same high school as
he did and we were born in the same hos-
pital,” Brennan said.

Based on the reception Hula Girl has re-
ceived from the community, he wouldn’t be
disappointed.

Hula Girl Brings Taste of Hawaii to Shirlington

Details
Hula Girl

4044 Campbell Ave., Arlington
11:30 a.m.-10 p.m. Sunday-Thursday; 11:30

a.m.-11 p.m. Friday-Saturday.
Hidden gem: The woodear mushroom salad. “I

think when people do kind of find it, they’re like
‘Oh my gosh, this is so great,’” says owner Mikala
Brennan. “I wanted to do something that was ve-
gan-friendly.”

Point of pride: The bathroom, which is decorated
with photos that bring meaning to Brennan’s life.
“A lot of them are pictures of my mom,” Lynda “LB”
Brennan, who was a Pan-American flight atten-
dant. “If you look closely at the pictures, it’s a
story.”

What started as a food truck has blossomed
into a full-fledged restaurant giving Hawaiians
— and Hawaiian food fans — a taste of home.

The restaurant’s cocktail, wine,
and beer lists are extensive. The
Spicy Hula begins with a habanero-
infused tequila and cools the
tongue off with some lime and
hibiscus syrup.

Hula Girl’s table décor is fun – and
functional.

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
“Mountains: Recent Paintings by

Sue Grace.” Gallery hours, through
Feb. 22 at Goodwin House Bailey’s
Crossroads, 3440 S. Jefferson St. Sue
Grace’s paintings draw inspiration
from the West Virginia Mountains
and time she has spent there. These
paintings present representational,
abstract, and figurative elements of
her painting. Free. Email Anthony
Brock at abrock@goodwinhouse.org.

“No Holds Barred.” Through Feb. 27,
10 a.m.-5 p.m. on Fridays, 10 a.m.-4
p.m. on Saturdays at The Gallery @
Convergence, 1801 N. Quaker Lane.
This exhibit is named for the “don’t
hold back, just let go” approach
artists Pamela Underhill and Rusty
Lynn employ in their artmaking.
Free. Visit www.convergence.org for

more.
Art League Student and Faculty

Show. Gallery hours at The Art
League, 105 N. Union St. Faculty
works will be showcased alongside
hundreds of paintings, drawings,
printmaking, stained glass, jewelry,
ceramics, pottery, fiber, mosaics,
sculpture created by our student
body. Free. Visit
www.theartleague.org for more.

“Color and Shape.” Through Feb. 28,
gallery hours at The Associates
Gallery at the Torpedo Factory, 105
N. Union St. The Associates Gallery
(TAG) February exhibit features two
painters – Jill Finsen and Barbara
Muth. Both Finsen and Muth paint
moments made vivid through color
and shape.  Free. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org for more.

“All aBoard.” Through Feb. 28,
gallery hours at The Del Ray Artisans
Gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Eight board members, Ron Blank,
Michele Reday Cook, Kim S. Joy,
Stephen Lally, Marlin Lord, Elizabeth
Guerry Mead, Kathy Turner and Joan
Woodill, display their work. Free.
Visit www.delrayartisans.org/show.

Art Exhibit: “Women Do It!”

Through Feb. 28 at Torpedo Factory
Art Center, 105 N. Union St. The
National Women’s Caucus for Art
presents the “Women Do It” exhibit.
Free. VIsit www.torpedofactory.org
for more.

“Shake Loose.” Through March 6,
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday at
8 p.m., Saturday at 3 p.m. and 8
p.m., and Sunday at 3 p.m. and 7
p.m. at MetroStage, 1201 N. Royal
St. “Shake Loose” features music and
lyrics by Thomas W. Jones II, William
Hubbard and William Knowles. It
features stories and songs from
MetroStage productions including
“Three Sistahs,” “Cool Papa’s Party,”
“Ladies Swing the Blues” and more.
Tickets $55-60. Call 703-548-9044 or
visit www.metrostage.org.

Art Exhibit: “Storytelling/Global
Narratives.” Through March 13,
gallery hours at Schlesinger Center’s
Fisher Gallery at Northern Virginia
Community College’s Alexandria
Campus, 4915 E. Campus Drive. Part
of the regional project “Al-Mutanabbi
Street Starts Here DC 2016”, a book,
arts and cultural festival through
March throughout the Washington,
D.C. area. “Storytelling/Global

Narratives” will commemorate the
2007 bombing of Baghdad’s historic
bookselling street and celebrate the
free exchange of ideas and
knowledge. Free. Visit www.nvcc.edu
for more.

“A Salute to Primary Colors.”
Through March 13, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 9
p.m. on second Thursday of each
month. Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery
presents primary colors in all forms
including as gifts, jewelry, sculpture,
clothing, and wall pieces. Free. Visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com.

“Wings from Chains.” Through
March 13, gallery hours at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Artists
consider the roles and responsibilities
in society. Free. Visit www.nvfaa.org
or call 703-548-0035.

Medical Care for the Civil War
Soldier Exhibit. Ongoing at the
Fort Ward museum, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. ongoing exhibit
which features original medical
instruments and equipment from the
Civil War period and information on
Union Army hospital sites in
Alexandria. Free. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/fortward.

“Ancient Art of Movement.” 1 p.m.

at Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. Carmen Shippy,
retired professional dancer, teaches a
series designed for ages 50 and
above. Movements are designed to
strengthen core muscles and increase
flexibility. Adjustments will be made
for those with physical limitations.
First lesson in the series is free for
non-center members. To continue
lessons, a yearly membership to all
Senior Center programs is $48. Call
703-765-4573 to sign up.

Flamenco Show. Wednesdays and
Thursdays, 7:30-8:30 p.m. at La
Tasca, 607 King St. Watch dancers
and guitarists perform traditional
flamenco. Free to attend. Call 703-
299-9810 or visit
www.latascausa.com.

French Movie Night. Every Thursday,
7 p.m. in the back room of Fontaine
Caffe & Creperie, 119 S. Royal St.
View a French film. Free, no
reservation necessary. Call 703-535-
8151 or visit
www.fontainecaffe.com/
reviews.html.

THURSDAY/FEB. 18

Calendar
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SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

Celebrating
our 50th

Anniversary

Rehoboth Beach, DE, May 9–13.........................................................$659
Spend 4 nights at the Atlantic Sands Hotel on the Boardwalk. Walk to Shops,
Restaurants & Live Theatre. Includes Motorcoach transportation from Vienna or
Rockville. 1 Luncheon, porterage & taxes.

IRELAND including the NORTH! May 22–June 1........................$3,199
Includes non-stop air from Dulles, 9-nights hotels with full Irish Breakfast, Daily
Sightseeing, Tea & Scones, Irish Coffee, 8 Dinners, deluxe Motorcoach in
Ireland. Call for detailed itinerary.

Canada & New England Cruise from Baltimore June 23 to July 2 ..$570
9 nights cruising on RCCL’s Grandeur of the Seas. All Meals & Entertainment –
call for itinerary.

February 26–
March 12, 2016

  Sam Shephard’s

Directed by Jon Townson
Produced by Mary Beth Smith-Toomey

Info/Tix:
www.portcityplayhouse.org

In the Lab at Convergence
1819 N. Quaker Lane,
Alexandria, VA 22302

Creating Better
Together

ourconvergence.org

C  NVERGENCE

Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street • 703-683-0496

www.thelittletheatre.com

Join these madcap men in
tights as they weave their
wicked way through all of
Shakespeare’s comedies,
histories and tragedies in

one wild ride that will
leave you breathless and

helpless with laughter.

SHOW DATES:
February 27–March 19

Exp. 3/31/16

127 N. Washington St., Alexandria • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Winter Specials

RestaurantRestaurantRestaurant

• Split Pea Soup
 • Venison Medallions
  • Beef Wellington
    • Rack of Lamb
      • Bouillabaisse
         • Dover Sole
            • Coq au Vin

• Cassoulet
• Shad Roe

Le Refuge was rated #1 in Alexandria
on TripAdvisor. Thank you for your

continued support.

Entertainment

National Art Education
Association Inaugural Event.
4:30-6:30 p.m. at 901 Prince St. An
exhibition of diverse works of art
created by pre-k-12 students in
Alexandria public schools will mark
the inauguration of the new
headquarters of the National Art
Education Association. Free. Call
703-860-8000 for more.

Marshall Tucker Band. 7:30 p.m. at
The Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon
Ave. Southern rock band performs.
Tickets are $45. Visit
www.birchmere.com for more.

The Derds. 8 p.m. at Evening Star
Cafe, 2000 Mount Vernon Ave. Free.
Visit www.facebook.com/derdsmusic
for more.

FRIDAY/FEB. 19
Harlem Renaissance Fair. 6-11 p.m.

at Northern Virginia Community
College–Richard J. Ernst Community
Cultural Center, 8333 Little
Turnpike, Annandale. The event will
include performances by Thad
Wilson’s Jazz Orchestra, featuring
vocalist Sharón Clark. During the
musical performances, dancers will
demonstrate dance steps of the era.
Actor and poet David Mills will also
present a one-man play based on the
life and poetry of Langston Hughes.
Tickets are $20-50. Visit
www.nvcc.edu for more.

FEB. 19-MARCH 15
Solo Exhibit: Lynn Boggess. Gallery

hours at Principle Gallery, 208 King
St. Lynn Boggess paints landscapes
from the West Virginian woods to
Floridian seascapes with palette
knives and cement trowels for
texture. Free. VIsit
www.principlegallery.com for more.

SATURDAY/FEB. 20
Workshop: Vegetable Gardening.

10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. at the Ellen
Coolidge Burke Branch Library, 4701
Seminary Road. The Master
Gardeners of Northern Virginia,
(Arlington and Alexandria) present a
workshop for the beginning vegetable
gardener. Program will address best
practices for site selection, soil
requirements and soil improvement,
as well as guidance on crop selection
and planting schedules. Free. Call
703-228-6414.

Live Painting Demonstration. 1-
2:30 p.m. at Principle Gallery, 208
King St. Artist Lynn Boggess
demonstrates her painting techniques
using palette knives and cement
trowels. Free. Visit
www.principlegallery.com for more.

GenreCon5: Who Dunnit Best? 2-4
p.m. at Beatley Central Library, 5005
Duke St. Children ages 10 and up are
invited to wear their best detective
outfit and participate in sleuth trivia,
games, and more. Free. Call 703-746-
1751 for more.

Auction and Potluck Dinner. 3:30
p.m. at Mount Vernon Unitarian
Church, 1909 Windmill Lane. This
event starts at 3:30 pm with a silent
auction and refreshments. At 5:30,
partake in a potluck dinner. Then, at
6:30, a live auction showcases
donations such as quilts, dog sitting
services, professional tarot card
reading, and a professional
photography session. Free. Call 703-
298-2176 for more.

Country-Western Dance. 6:30-7:30
p.m. lessons and 7:30-10 p.m. at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. The Northern
Virginia Country-Western Dance
Association will hold a dance with

music provided by a DJ. Tickets are
$10 for members, $12 for non-
members. Visit www.nvcwda.org for
more.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/FEB. 20-21
Tea with Martha Washington.  3-

4:30 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 N. Royal St. 18th
century tea includes the museum’s
special blend of tea, pound cake,
dried fruit, and assortment of
cookies. Also learn how Martha
Washington might entertain guests.
Tickets are $25 each, $20 for groups
of six or more. Visit
www.shop.alexandriava.gov for
more.

SUNDAY/FEB. 21
Walking With Washington Tour. 2-

3:30 p.m. starting at Ramsay House
Visitors Center, 221 King St. Visit
George Washington’s hometown and
view some of the sites connected to
the General, such as where he filled
his prescriptions or slept overnight
before returning to Mount Vernon.
Free. Visit
www.VisitAlexandriaVA.com/
GWbday.

“African-American History in
Alexandria.” 2-4 p.m. at Cameron
Station Clubhouse, 200 Cameron
Station Blvd. Audrey P. Davis,
Director of the Alexandria Black
History Museum, presents “African-
American History in Alexandria.”
Free. Call 703-256-4541 for more.

Children’s Tea with Martha
Washington. 3-4:30 p.m. at
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N.
Royal St. “Martha Washington
explains 18th-century tea customs as
well as clothing and dancing of the
period. The tea includes the
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museum’s special blend of tea, pound
cake, dried fruit, and assortment of
cookies. Party attire is requested.
Tickets are $25. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov or call 703-
746-4242 for more.

Barbershop Harmony Concert. 3
p.m. at Mount Vernon Unitarian
Church, 1909 Windmill Lane. The 30-
member Harmony Heritage Singers
presents a concert of familiar
patriotic and popular music. The
men’s a capella chorus preserves the
American tradition known as
“barbershop.” Free. Contact 703-765-
4779 or brandtron@verizon.net.

West Potomac High School
Showcase. 5 pm. at West Potomac’s
Springbank Auditorium, 6500
Quander Road. West Potomac High
School dance and theater students
will join with local studios to present
showcase performances for the
public. $3 in advance, $5 at the door.
Email glisenby@verizon.net for
tickets.

2CELLOS. 8 p.m. at DAR Constitution
Hall, 1776 D St. NW, Washington,
D.C. The Birchmere of Alexandria
presents 2CELLOS, a band comprised
of Croatian cellists. Tickets are
$47.50-67.50. Visit
www.2cellos.com.

MONDAY/FEB. 22
George Washington’s Birthday. 9

a.m.- 4:30 p.m. at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon, 3200
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway.
Visit Mount Vernon for special
wreath-laying ceremonies throughout
the day and watch as newly
naturalized Americans take the oath
of citizenship. Also find birthday
cake, storytelling and more. Free.
Visit www.mountvernon.org.

Live Animal Lunchtime. 12 p.m. at
Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd. Bring your lunch and
dine with a special animal guest; a
snake, turtle, or toad. Learn about
their diet, adaptations, and habitat
through crafts and hands-on learning
for adults and children. $8 for
residents of Fairfax County, $10 for
non-residents. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov for more.

Lecture: Women of Alexandria. 7
p.m. at The Athenaeum, 201 Prince
St. “Women of Alexandria, from
Antebellum to the 20th Century” will
depict the effect of the Civil War)on
the lives of Alexandria’s women
before, during, and after the war.
Free. Visit www.nvfaa.org or call
703-548-0035.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 24
Sanctuary Studio. 10:15-11:45 a.m.

at St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church,
8531 Riverside Road. Using drawing,
watercolor, and collage materials,
explore line, shape, and color as a
meditative process. Free, donations
accepted. Visit
www.staidansepiscopal.com.

Women & Wine. 6 p.m. at Sara
Campbell, 320 Prince St. This event
is for women 21 years and older who
enjoy wine and are interested in
getting to know other women in
Alexandria. Tickets are $27. Visit
www.eventbrite.com/o/volunteer-
alexandria-230855757.

THURSDAY/FEB. 25
Center for Alexandria’s Children

Gala. 7-10 p.m. at Blackwall Hitch,
5 Cameron St. This year’s theme is
“boots & bling.” Enjoy custom
signature cocktails, taco bar, raffle
and live music. Tickets are $150.
Visit www.alexandriaskids.org.

FRIDAY/FEB. 26
Family Fun Night. 6-9 p.m. at

Chinquapin Park Recreation Center &
Aquatics Facility, 3210 King St. Pool

games include beach ball relays,
water basketball, diving for prizes
and fun on the “Aqua Challenge”
floating obstacle course. Participate
in swimming skill assessments for
youth, learn pool safety tips and
more. Tickets are $4. Visit
www.shop.alexandriava.gov for
more.

SATURDAY/FEB. 27
Kids Consignment Sale. 8 a.m.-

12:30 p.m. at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 2911 Cameron
Mills Road. Doors close at 11:15,
then everything is 50 percent off. No
strollers allowed. Free. Email
momsclubconsignment@gmail.com.

National Historic Landmark
Unveiling.  10-11 a.m. at George
Washington Masonic National
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive.
Followed by a special tour of the
Memorial. Free. Visit
www.VisitAlexandriaVA.com/
GWbday.

Bright Horizons Grand Opening
Celebration. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at
Bright Horizons, 411 John Carlyle St.
Explore the new early education and
preschool center. Free. Visit
www.brighthorizons.com/alexandria.

Civil War Recruiting Day. 1-4 p.m.
at Fort Ward Museum & Historic Site,
4301 W. Braddock Road. Soldiers
and civilians of the 3rd U.S. Regular
Infantry, Company K, will be on hand
to talk about period clothing and
equipment, present drill
demonstrations, and explain the
variety of roles that military and
civilian interpreters can portray.
Visitors can also inquire about how to
join local reenactment units and
learn what kind of clothing and
equipment a novice reenactor
requires. Admission is free. Visit
www.fortward.org for more.

George Washington Symposium. 1-
3 p.m. at George Washington
Masonic National Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive. The George
Washington Symposium is held
annually on Washington’s birthday to
provide the public with research on
the life of George Washington. This
year’s theme is “From Relics to
Repositories: Preserving George
Washington’s Legacy Yesterday and
Today.” Free. Visit
www.VisitAlexandriaVA.com/
GWbday.

Tea with Lady Washington. 2-3
p.m. at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway, Mount Vernon. Join “Lady
Washington” for an intimate fireside
tea and conversation. Tickets are $30
for adults, $20 for children. Visit
www.mountvernon.org for more.

Tune Into Nature News. 4 p.m. at
Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd. Get in-depth
reporting out in the field about the
latest eco-updates throughout
Huntley’s habitats.  $7 for residents
of Fairfax County, $9 for non-
residents. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov for more.

Evening Woodcock Walk. 5:30 p.m.
at Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd. Listen for the call of
the male woodcock and hopefully see
his courtship dance and flight. $6 for
residents of Fairfax County, $8 for
non-residents. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov for more.

Washington Birthday Gala. 5:30-
9:30 p.m. at George Washington
Masonic National Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive. This black-tie event
will feature entertainment and a
formal banquet and presentation of
the George Washington Memorial
Award. Tickets are $125. Visit
www.VisitAlexandriaVA.com/
GWbday.

“Music is Magic.” 6 p.m. at The
Westin Hotel, 400 Courthouse
Square. “Music is Magic” is the theme
for the 29th Annual Symphony Ball

and Auction. The Ball, presented by
the Symphony Orchestra League of
Alexandria (SOLA) supports
fundraising efforts for the Alexandria
Symphony Orchestra. Tickets start at
$200. Visit www.solaalexandria.org.

Documentary Screening. 7 p.m. at
Mount Vernon Unitarian Church,
1909 Windmill Lane. Watch a 90-
minute documentary on the life and
principles of Aldo Leopold, author of
“Sand County Almanac” and
conservationist/environmentalist.
Free. Call 703-298-2176 for more.

SUNDAY/FEB. 28
Live Animal Lunchtime. 12 p.m. at

Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd. Bring your lunch and
dine with a special animal guest; a
snake, turtle, or toad. Learn about
their diet, adaptations, and habitat
through crafts and hands-on learning
for adults and children. Tickets are
$8 for residents of Fairfax County,
$10 for non-residents. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov for more.

Wonders of Science. 1-4 p.m. at the
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary
Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St. Visit
the Apothecary and discover curious

objects, from poison bottles to
dragon’s blood, find out how they
were used and if they worked. During
the tours, Project Enlightenment,
McLean High School’s historical-
reenactment society, will conduct
18th century scientific
demonstrations. Tickets are $6. Visit
www.shop.alexandriava.gov.

“How Does Noise Affect Bird
Communication?” 2 p.m. at
Sherwood Regional Library, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane. Dr. David
Luther, biology professor at George
Mason University will discuss how
biological and human-made noises,
like traffic, affect acoustic
communication of birds in urban
areas. His talk will cover some bird
species commonly seen at Dyke
Marsh. Free. Call 703-765-3645.

Walking With Washington Tour. 2-
3:30 p.m. starting at Ramsay House
Visitors Center, 221 King St. Visit
George Washington’s hometown and
view some of the sites connected to
the General, such as where he filled
his prescriptions or slept overnight
before returning to Mount Vernon.
Free. Visit
www.VisitAlexandriaVA.com/
GWbday.

Reception: Art League Student
and Faculty Show. 2-4 p.m. at The
Art League, 105 N. Union St.
Celebrate this exhibit which features
faculty works alongside hundreds of
paintings, drawings, printmaking,
stained glass, jewelry, ceramics,
pottery, fiber, mosaics, sculpture
created by our student body. Free.
Visit www.theartleague.org for more.

Live Fashion Shoot. 6-8 p.m. at St.
George Gallery, 105 N. Alfred St.
Attend a  live fashion photoshoot by
Troi Hansley of Lenses by Troi,
featuring designs of Joan A. Sealey of
Jo-Ann’s Atelier. Together the
designers and fashion photographer
wish to recognize and celebrate the
creative, cultural and inspirational
contributions that Africans and
African-Americans bring to their
clients and local communities. Free.
Visit Call 703-299-9495 for more.

Anne Hills and Susan Greenbaum.
7 p.m. at George Washington
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive. Contemporary folk singers
Anne Hills and Susan Greenbaum
perform. Tickets are $18, $15 in
advance and for Focus Music
members. Visit www.focusmusic.org.

FocusMusic is a mostly volunteer-run nonprofit orga-
nization that produces folk and acoustic music shows in
Alexandria. On Sunday, Feb. 28 at 7 p.m. Anne Hills and
Susan Greenbaum will perform at the George Washing-
ton Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive. Tickets are
$18 and $15 in advance and for Focus Music members.
Visit www.focusmusic.org for more.

Live Music

Susan Greenbaum

Anne Hills

Photo Contributed

The Derds will perform at 8 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 18 at Evening Star Cafe, 2000 Mount
Vernon Ave. Free. Visit www.facebook.com/derdsmusic.
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MS program
in Biotechnology

http://biotechnology.georgetown.edu

One year with rolling admission

Fall 2016 deadline is 5/1/16

Contact the Program Coordinator for details

202-687-1070

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd Catholic
Church Mass Schedule

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385 • www.gs-cc.org

Saturday:
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday:
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter and
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon;
2:00 pm (en Español); 6:30 pm
Monday-Saturday:
9:00 am Mass
En Español: Monday, 6:30 pm;
Thursday, 7:30 pm;

First Friday,
7:30 pm
Eucharistic
Adoration:
Wednesday: 6:00 pm;
Thursday: 7:00 pm; First Friday:
following 9:00 am Mass & 7:00 pm
Confession:
Wednesday, 6:00 pm;
Saturday, 8:00 am, 4:00 pm
En Español:
Sunday, 1:10 pm;
Saturday, 6:00 pm

Join us for the Year of Mercy

For a free digi-
tal subscription
to one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.connect
ionnewspapers.
com/subscribe

Be the first to
know – get your
paper before it
hits the press.

Complete digital
replica of the
print edition,
including photos
and ads, deliv-
ered weekly
to your e-mail
box.

Questions?
E-mail:
goinggreen@
connection
newspapers.com

Education●Learning●Fun

By Marilyn Campbell

The Gazette Packet

B
eams of neon light flash around a
dark room. Young Star Wars fans
from a galaxy not so far away wield

light sabers and move with carefully cho-
reographed steps. These Jedis-in-training
are undergoing a fantasy combat training
that melds martial arts with light saber
fighting, Star Wars-style.

“Star Wars fans are the ultimate martial
arts enthusiasts. Star Wars is 100 percent
developed on the concepts and philosophies
of martial arts … the use of the sword, the
belief structure,” said Michael Dietrich of
Dietrich’s Karate Fitness and Life Skills in
Burke. “Now we have an opportunity to
invite students because of their interest in
the movie. It’s an easy way to bring them
into our schools and show them what mar-
tial arts are all about.”

Building on the hype surrounding the re-
cent release of ”Star Wars: Episode VII - The

Force Awakens,” Dietrich began offering
classes at his newly created “Laser Saber
Academy.” Students sign up for a six-week
class, where they learn how to use a light
saber, tap into “The Force,” and improve
their focus, discipline and determination.

“Any time a new movie or TV show comes
out that features a robot, there is a spike in

interest in robotics,” said Dan Gallagher of
RobotWorks in Burke. “Every kid I’ve talked
to since the Star Wars movie came out wants
to know how BB-8 works. Before that, they
talked about other robots like Wall-E, R2D2,
and Baymax.”

At RobotWorks, Gallagher’s students learn
basic robot design, construction and pro-

gramming. “In general, though, kids are
always interested in robots and how they
work. Robots are fun,” said Gallagher.
“Building robots is even more fun, so we
see a steady interest that might jump a little
when a new movie robot makes an appear-
ance because it acts as a reminder of that
interest — bringing it back to the front
burner.”

The concepts of the Star Wars universe
are seeping into the extracurricular class
choices at local schools, with students opt-
ing to take offerings like robotics and 3-D
modeling. “I think that there is some inter-
est in our STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics)
activities that grows from sci-fi movies like
Star Wars,” said Richard Rho, director of
Technology Education and Innovation at St.
Stephen’s & St. Agnes School. “I have had
students 3D model and print the Tie Fight-
ers and X Wing from the movies as well as
talking about how we could create our own
BB-8 droid in the robotics lab as the off sea-
son project.”

Educators say that such activities are fun
and engaging while also educational. “It’s
great students are getting inspired by the
movie to create ideas and designs and
spreading that interest with the rest of our
community,” said Rho.

‘Star Wars’ Fans Flock to Local Classes
Movie’s popularity
leaves fans wanting to
feel “The Force.”

Photo courtesy of Dietrich’s Karate Fitness and Life Skills

Students work on light saber skills during a class at Dietrich’s Karate
Fitness and Life Skills in Burke.
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Sports

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon. Photos are welcome.

Claire Malkie earned a spot on the
dean’s list for the fall 2015 semester at
Hofstra University (Hempstead, N.Y.).

JaeBriona Walker, a junior at Kent
State University (Kent, Ohio), was
named to the fall 2015 dean’s list.

Genevieve Francis was named to
The University of Scranton (Scranton,
Pa.) dean’s list for the 2015 fall semes-
ter. Francis is a senior occupational
therapy major in the University’s
Panuska College of Professional Studies.

Sarah Laane and Jayne Orleans
have been named to the dean’s list at
Miami University (Oxford, Ohio) for
first semester 2015-2016.

Stephen Kasdorf started
coursework at Fort Lewis College
(Durango, Co.). Kasdorf’s major is engi-
neering.

Cadet Mason S. Malone  was
among approximately 130 members of
Virginia Military Institute’s Band Com-
pany to travel to Pasadena, Calif., to
participate in the 127th annual Tourna-
ment of Roses Parade Jan. 1. Malone is
the son of Gale A. Malone.

Matteson Lauroesch has been
named to the fall 2015 dean’s list at
Muskingum University (New Concord,
Ohio).

Celena F. Gonzalez, has been
named to the president’s list at James
Madison University for the fall 2015
semester. Gonzalez is scheduled to
graduate in 2017 and is majoring in
modern foreign languages.

The following students have been
named to the Champlain College
(Burlington, Vt.) dean’s list for the fall
2015 semester: Brooke Barwick,
majoring in public relations; Karissa
Cameron, majoring in business man-
agement; and Lauren Golis, majoring
in creative media.

Looking for Umpires
Northern Virginia Baseball Umpires Association is in need of um-

pires for youth leagues, high schools, and collegiate-level baseball and
volleyball games. Experience is helpful, but not required. Will give class-
room and field training to aid you in acquiring skills needed. Contact
John Porter at 703-978-3601 or assignor@umpires.org.

Field Hockey Coaches,
Umpires Needed

Coaches and umpires are needed for our upcoming spring season.
Umpires needed for youth games on Saturdays. Send coach inquiry to
info@potomacfieldhockey.org; send umpire inquiry to
umpire@potomacfieldhockey.org.

Potomac Field Hockey Registration
Registration is now open for Potomac Field Hockey’s spring

FUNdamental program for Pre-K through second grade and Youth Rec
league program for grades 3-8. No experience necessary. Once-weekly
team practices with games on Saturdays. Technical skills sessions in-
cluded. Season begins March 28 and runs through June 4. For more
information or to register, visit www.potomacfieldhockey.org or email
info@potomacfieldhockey.org.

T
he T.C. Williams boys’
and girls’ basketball
teams each finished
the regular season

with a top-four seed and will host
an opening-round Conference 7
tournament doubleheader on Fri-
day, Feb. 19.

The TC girls will play at 6 p.m.
and the boys will follow at 8 p.m.

The tournament will run
through the weekend, with semi-
final games on Saturday and

championship games on Sunday.
Semifinal games will be played on
the higher seed’s home court. Both
championship games will be at
South County High School, with
the girls’ game at 1 p.m. and the
boys’ game at 3 p.m.

The T.C. Williams boys’ team
closed the regular season with a
9-5 conference record. The Titans’
tournament seed was undeter-
mined as of press time. TC would
enter the tournament as the No. 3

seed if West Potomac defeated
Annandale on Wednesday. If
Annandale pulled off the upset,
the Titans would move up to No.
2.

If TC stayed at No. 3, the Ti-
tans would host No. 6 Woodson
on Friday. The Titans won both
regular season meetings with the
Cavaliers, winning 79-76 in over-
time at Woodson on Jan. 19, and
winning 66-57 at home on Feb.
12.

If TC jumped up to No. 2, the
Titans would host No. 7 South
County on Friday.

TC won both meetings with
South County this year, beating the
Stallions 70-51 in Lorton on Jan.
8 and 63-60 in Alexandria on Feb.
2.

Last year, TC entered the Con-
ference 7 tournament as the No. 2
seed and was upset by No. 7 South
County in the opening round, end-
ing the Titans’ season. The Stal-
lions went on to win the tourna-
ment title.

In the girls’ tournament, TC will
be the No. 3 seed after finishing
with a 10-4 record, but the Titans’
opponent was undetermined as of
press time.

If West Potomac defeated
Annandale on Wednesday, TC
would host Mount Vernon on Fri-
day. If Annandale beat West
Potomac, the Titans would host
Lake Braddock.

TC went 2-0 this season against
both Mount Vernon and Lake
Braddock.

Letters of Intent
Four Bishop Ireton High School seniors signed National Letters of Intent on Feb. 3.
Back row: Bill Simmons, Director of Athletics; Denise Tobin, Director of Instruc-
tion; and Dr. Tom Curry, Head of School. Front row: Lily Weber, soccer, Virginia
Tech; Grace Hersey, soccer, University of North Carolina, Wilmington; Corey
Johnson, football, United States Air Force Academy; and Amy Krotine, soccer,
American University.

Photo by Grace Fletcher

TC Boys, Girls to Host Tournament Doubleheader

Fahmmi Mamo and the T.C. Williams boys’ basketball
team will host a first-round game in the Conference 7
tournament Friday.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

ASST. BOOKSTORE MANAGER
(Springfield Campus)

Mid $20s
401k, 2 wks vacation

Lots of advancement oppts!
jsmith@bncollege.com

Experienced Wait Staff and 
Line Cooks

Elsies Magic Skillet Restaurant 
8166 Richmond Hwy Alex, VA 22309

571-969-8145

PEDIATRIC RN/LPN
Our busy happy stimulating pediatric 
practice in Alexandria and Fairfax has 

an opening for a PT position with some 
travel between offices. Ideal for nurses 

returning to the workforce.  Competitive 
salary with benefits. Orientation provid-

ed. Fax resume to 703-914-5494 or 
email to cmaschedule@aol.com.

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available
in reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults
considering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

CHESAPEAKE/POTOMAC 

WINDOW CLEANING
Residential Specialist/Family owned/operated

Working Owners Assures Quality
No Hidden Fees/No Broken Window Springs

30 yrs Experience in local area

Licensed 703-356-4459 Insured

WINDOWS & GLASS WINDOWS & GLASS
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Sealed proposals for the City of Alexandria per specifications 
will be received in the Office of the Purchasing Division until 
the date and time designated as follows:

RFP No. 00000581, Professional Engineering Services for the 
Design of a Transit Signal Priority (TSP) System

Non-mandatory Pre-Proposal Conference and Site Visit: Feb-
ruary 23, 2016 prevailing local time, 100 North Pitt Street, Alex-
andria, VA 22314, Suite 301

RFP Closing Date and Time: March 22, 2016, 4 p.m., prevail-
ing local time

For general inquiries contact Darryl K. Jackson, CPPB, Con-
tract Specialist III at 703.746.4298.

The City of Alexandria reserves the right to reject any and all 
proposals, cancel this solicitation, and to waive any informali-
ties or irregularities in procedure.  THE CITY REQUIRES ITS 
CONTRACTORS TO BE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOY-
ERS.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Sealed proposals for the City of Alexandria per specifications 
will be received in the office of the Purchasing Division until the 
date and time designated as follows:

Request for Proposals No. 00000595, Construction Manage-
ment and Inspection Services for the Four Mile Run Sanitary 
Sewer Rehabilitation Project

Closing Date and Time: March 9, 2016, 4:00 p.m., prevailing 
local time.    

The City will hold a Non-Mandatory pre-proposal conference. 
February 25, 2016, 10:00 AM prevailing local time, 100 N. Pitt 
Street, Suite 301, Purchasing Conference Room, Alexandria, 
VA 22314

For general inquiries contact Shawn Brooks, Contract Special-
ist at 703.746.4289.

The City of Alexandria reserves the right to reject any and all 
proposals, cancel this solicitation, and to waive any informali-
ties or irregularities in procedure.  THE CITY REQUIRES ITS 
CONTRACTORS TO BE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOY-
ERS.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Public Hearing will be held by the City Council of the City of 
Alexandria, Virginia, in the Council Chambers, City Hall, City of 
Alexandria, Virginia, on Saturday, February 20, 2016, at 9:30 
a.m., or as soon as may be heard on the hereinafter described 
items.
******
AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Article IX (Signs, 
Marquees and Awnings) of the City of Alexandria Zoning 
Ordinance, in accordance with the text amendment heretofore 
approved by city council on January 30, 2016 as Text
Amendment No. 2015-0005 regarding signs in the public 
right-of-way.

The proposed ordinance accomplishes the final adoption of 
Text Amendment No. 2015-0005 to revise the sign regulations 
pertaining to signs in the right-of-way.
******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Article A (General 
Provisions) and Article G (Posting of Signs in the Right-of-
Way) both of Chapter 2 (Streets and Sidewalks) of Title 5 
(Transportation and Environmental Services) of the Code of 
the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as amended.
The proposed ordinance adds language to the City Code to 
prohibit signs in the right-of-way and to allow certain street 
banners over public streets during special events.
******

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT AMENDMENTS OR ADDI-
TIONS MAY BE MADE TO PROPOSED ORDINANCES 
WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION.  IT IS RECOMMENDED 
THAT PERSONS INTERESTED IN ANY OF THESE ORDI-
NANCES OBTAIN FREE FULL-TEXT COPIES FROM THE
CITY CLERK AT CITY HALL.  JACKIE M. HENDERSON, 
MMC, CITY CLERK

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements
LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to the provision of 
section 4-1-16 of the code of 

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department 
located at 3600 Wheeler Ave-
nue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 

now in possession of un-
claimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, 

scooters, and other items. All 
persons having valid claim to 

the property should file a claim 
to the property with reasona-
ble proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, 
converted or donated. For a 

complete listing go to 
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Proper-
ty Section at (703) 746-6709.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

People

Coach
Herman
Boone
signs a
football.

From Page 6

TC Honors Its Titans

“We just wanted
people to
remember the
young man that
was born and
raised here.”
— Tawanna Talbert-Loving,
older sister to inductee Sgt.

Deforest Talbert

Alongside the coaches, TC inducted five
athletes into the hall of fame.

Michael Casey was one of the premier
basketball players in TC history with an
average of 17.9 points, 10 rebounds, and 3
blocked shots per game his senior year.
Casey let the TC team to regional finals in
1971, after which he played four years at
the University of Maryland Eastern Shore.
Casey played professionally in Venezuela
before earning his Master’s and Doctoral
degrees and becoming an educator in D.C.
and Alexandria.

John Kemper, from the George Washing-
ton Class of 1964, was awarded nine var-
sity letters in football, basketball, and base-
ball, and was named Alexandria’s Outstand-
ing High School Athlete in 1963 and 1964.
He has since been hon-
ored as one of
Alexandria’s 100 greatest
athletes and in 2003 was
given the Alexandria
Sportsman’s Club Gene
Bode Memorial Hall of
Fame Award. Kemper
went to college at the Vir-
ginia Military Institute
where he was a three year
starter on the basketball
team. After graduating,
Kemper served three years
in the Army before work-
ing in engineering and
construction.

Clark Mercer was called the first “soccer
superstar” to come out of the Alexandria
Public Schools, as goalkeeper for TC var-
sity team for four years and serving three
seasons as team captain. As a senior, he was
district and regional player of the year, earn-
ing a school record 10 shutout games. Mer-
cer went to Yale and played four years for
the varsity football team, graduating summa
cum laude. He earned a master’s degree,
also summa cum laude from George Wash-
ington University, and has since served as a
political advisor and youth soccer coach.

Kelly Mercer was praised for her excel-
lence in track, with five state titles during
her junior and senior years, and finishing
second in the nation in the one mile run at
the Golden West Invitational. After gradu-
ating, Mercer attended Georgetown Univer-
sity where she graduated second in her

class, then recieved a medical degree from
Washington University School of Medicine.
Mercer works as an oncologist at the Uni-
versity of Virginia Hospital.

Ratcliff Thomas was a linebacker and run-
ning back at TC in the class of 1992, as well
as a star of the basketball team with an av-
erage of 20 points per game his senior year.
After attending University of Maryland, he
was drafted into the Carolina Panthers and
later the Indianapolis Colts, eventually
named to the Sports Illustrated All Pro team.
After retiring from football, Thomas came
home to Alexandria to mentor youth and
work as an assistant coach for the Titans
football team.

But the standing ovation of the night was
reserved for the family of DeForest Talbert,
2001 graduate from T.C. Williams known

on the football team as
“Touchdown Talbert,”
Talbert earned a scholar-
ship to West Virginia Uni-
versity, but after becom-
ing a father, enlisted in the
Army reserve. In 2004,
DeForest was killed in
Operation Iraqi Freedom
when a roadside bomb
exploded beneath his ve-
hicle. After his death, his
comrades in the 150th
Armor Regiment spon-
sored an annual motor-
cycle ride from West Vir-
ginia to Alexandria,

known as the Patriot’s Pride, and started a
scholarship fund for his son. “Words can-
not express our gratitude,” said Tawanna
Talbert-Loving, older sister to Deforest
Talbert. Coming back to her home in Alex-
andria, Tawanna Talbert-Loving said so
much has changed, especially the school,
and said she was impressed with the matu-
rity and confidence of the students she
spoke to at TC. “We just wanted people to
remember the young man that was born and
raised here.” Dr. Jesse Dingle, midway
through his first year as principal of T.C.
Williams, said he was moved by the enthu-
siasm and support of the community for the
school and its alumni.

“You could really feel the Titan pride in
the room,” said Dingle. “Tonight we cel-
ebrated 50 years of excellence, and we look
forward to another 50 years.”

Photo by

Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

703-684-0700 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

ToyotaOwnersOnline.com

29 YEARS OF
RECEIVING

THIS
HONOR

1 OF 4
DEALERSHIPS

IN THE NATION
TO RECEIVE THIS HONOR

WINTER
SAVINGS

New RAV4s, Priuses
Scion IMs and IAs
ALL ON SALE

LIKE NEVER BEFORE
Winter is here and so are the SAVINGS!

Ask one of our sales managers,
George, Mike, Yared or Rocky

703-684-0700
WE ARE HERE

TO MAKE DEALS!

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

Make your next service appointment at:

alexandriatoyota.com

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.
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