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M
ove over Jerry
Maguire. The Scholar-
ship Fund of Alexan-

dria is turning 30 and is looking
to celebrate big, with a goal of rais-
ing $1 million for T.C. Williams
students at its annual Spring Gala
and Silent Auction April 23.

Inspired by the donations of Al-
exandria Toyota owner Jack Tay-
lor, the SFA board decided to aim
high and announced its own
$50,000 fundraising drive in the
final week leading up to Saturday’s
gala.

“Jack Taylor has been so great

to us,” said SFA executive director
Beth Lovain. “He’s helped us raise
millions of dollars over the years.
Because we want to meet the fi-
nancial needs of our recipients for
all four years of study, we are
working harder this year to raise
money for every student.”

One of those students is Ross

Cooper, who was awarded SFA’s
largest 2016 scholarship — a
$40,000 award of $10,000 per
year toward his college expenses.

“This scholarship makes it com-
pletely possible for me to finance
college,” said Ross, who was pre-
sented the award April 6 during a

SFA sets $1 million goal for TC students.‘Show Me the Money’

T.C. Williams senior Ross Cooper, center, is presented a
$40,000 scholarship April 6 from the Scholarship Fund
of Alexandria executive director Beth Lovain, left, and
T.C. Williams principal Dr. Jesse Dingle. It is the largest
single SFA award for 2016.
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Higher Power
Power outage along Duke Street on Tuesday, April 19
interrupted Shiloh Baptist Church’s service, so
Pastor Taft Quincey Heatley organized his congrega-
tion and the visiting worshippers from Arlington’s
Macedonia Baptist Church to take the service into
the adjacent parking lot. “We came to worship, so
that’s what we’re going to do,” said Heatley. “The
church is not the building, it’s the people.”
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By Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet

E
veryone seems to be in agreement: the Tor-
pedo Factory is one of the star attractions
of Old Town Alexandria. But when a re-
port by an independent group found that

the current management structure has compromised
the site’s financial viability, the city governance and
arts community have fractured over questions about
the site’s future. Will the Torpedo Factory return to
its roots as an artist-run enclave, or will it be swept
up by the designs on the Waterfront as an indepen-
dently managed and commercially successful cultural
centerpiece of the new Old Town.

While controversy over leadership of the Torpedo
Factory is long and storied, the latest bout started in
2014 when the Torpedo Factory management re-
quested a rent rebate of $137,500 from the city in
order to finance capital improvements to the site.
City officials first requested an outside consultant
be brought in to review the management of the Tor-
pedo Factory in its current iteration. The Torpedo
Factory Art Center was renewing its lease in June
2016, and members of the city had expressed con-
cerns that the current financial model was not sus-
tainable.

What the report by The Cultural Planning Group
(CPG) found was a bureaucratic mess. The Torpedo
Factory, for several years, had been alternatively run
by the City of Alexandria and by the Torpedo Fac-
tory Artists Association (TFAA). However, since 2010,

a fusion of the two methods was created: a board
composed of members of the TFAA, the Art League,
at large members, and members appointed by City
Council. At the time, it was hoped that this system
would equally represent all parties.

It didn’t work out that way.
“While the nonprofit was launched with good in-

tentions, it has not been successful in achieving its
goals due to a cumbersome and complex operating
structure,” said the report. “This structure has ulti-
mately created an environment of distrust among the
various entities, and there is no ultimate ‘holder’ of

Battle at Torpedo Factory
Torpedo Factory hangs
in balance between being
an artistic enclave and
a commercial asset.

Artists practicing during an Art League
program at the Torpedo Factory.
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Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren
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By Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet

The Alexandria Citizens’ Police Academy is a 10-
week course hosted by the Alexandria Police
Department (APD) to offer citizens a better under-
standing of how the department works. Throughout
the course, participants sit in on emergency calls and
ride along with police officers on patrol.

In the fifth week of the course, citizens got a chance
to apply last week’s training in use of force in high-
tension simulations and to see the 911 call center in
action.

well as escalating,” said Sgt. William
Mayfield after one training situation that
originally involved a peaceful resolution
ends, the second time, with the suspect

physically assaulting the officer. “No call is
routine. This is why the academy is so im-
portant. It’s vital to see this as a snapshot
of police life.”

911
Late on the evening of April 14, a call

came into the 911 center that a family mem-
ber was missing. The caller had, earlier that
day, received a phone call from an uniden-
tified number that a family member had
been involved in an accident and was be-
ing taken to a hospital. However, after the
caller had reached out to several nearby
hospitals, it seemed that the family mem-
ber was nowhere to be found. The caller
had tracked down the family member’s

phone with an app, and discovered the car,
undamaged, on the side of the road in Al-
exandria with no family member in sight.

So what happened? Unfortunately, there’s
very little resolution to most calls in the 911
center. In some ways, it’s like picking up a
mystery book with the last few pages torn
out. Later, the 911 center gets a call back.
The family member was eventually found
at a local hospital in a different county, but
why was the car in Alexandria? Who had
made the phone call?

Kimberly Welch, a 911 operator, said
that’s one of the most aggravating parts of
the job.

“It can be frustrating because you hear
the beginning of a story but not the end,”
said Welch. “But other times, the whole
story plays out across the 911 center.”

Noise complaints about a party, for in-
stance, sometimes escalate into
domestic violence calls later in the
evening. One domestic violence
call that evening started with a
woman telling her husband she
was leaving him and ended with
her in the hospital and him in jail
for assault. Welch says it’s the do-
mestic calls that are the hardest,

especially ones where children are involved.
The 911 operators are the first person many
of the victims are reaching out to about
these very sensitive issues, which requires
the operators to be more than just a switch-
board. Sometimes a call will come in with
someone just asking them to send the po-
lice to an address without any further ex-
planation, but Welch explains the system
doesn’t work that way.

“We’re here to help, we’re not just work-
ing the phones,” said Welch. “Expect to an-
swer a lot of questions, but it’s so that we
can send the right resources. Every ques-
tion has a purpose.

It helps give the police a better idea of
the situation.”

Inside Alexandria Police Department
Part 4: On the Job.

Ephorm Freeman attempts to peacefully resolve a domestic violence
call in a training simulation.

At the 911 Police dispatch desk,
Kimberly Welch screens calls for
the police and sends coordinates
with patrol officers.

“No call is routine. This is why the
academy is so important. It’s vital to
see this as a snapshot of police life.”

— Sgt. William Mayfield
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Honoring Kirby
A plaque honoring Ronald F. Kirby,

director of transportation planning at
the Metropolitan Washington Coun-
cil of Governments and Alexandrian
resident, will be installed at the en-
trance to the Woodrow Wilson Bridge
he helped design.

At the City Council meeting on April
16, Councilwoman Redella “Del” Pep-
per noted that Kirby had played a vi-
tal role in making sure pedestrian,
bike, and even train options were a
central part of the transportation
planning process.

The plaque describes Kirby as a
“consummate public servant, role
model, and leader whose tireless
work for the metropolitan
washington council of governments,
including planning for the new and
multimodal woodrow wilson bridge,
and the commotion of walkable /
bikable communities is exemplified in
this public space.”

On Nov. 13, 2013, Kirby was mur-
dered in his home by convicted serial
killer Charles Severance. Kirby was
remembered as an advocate for Al-
exandria on regional transportation
issues, as well as a husband and fa-
ther of two children. The unveiling
of the plaque will be held at a cer-
emony on Sunday, May 17, at 2 p.m.

— Vernon Miles

News Briefs

Police Investigate
Bank Robbery

Alexandria Police are investigating
the robbery of a Sun Trust Bank lo-
cated at 2809 Mount Vernon Ave. On
Monday, April 18, at 10:09 a.m., a
man entered the bank and passed the
teller a note. He demanded money,
the teller complied and the suspect
fled with an undisclosed amount of
cash. There were no injuries.

The suspect is described as de-
scribed as an Indian male, approxi-
mately 5’5” tall with a thin build. He
was wearing a baseball cap, glasses
and a black vest.

The FBI is offering a reward of up
to $5,000 for information that leads
to the identification, arrest and con-
viction of this bank robbery.

Police ask that anyone with infor-
mation about this incident call Detec-
tive Brad Cecchetti at 703-746-6858.

In other incidents:
❖ The Alexandria Police Depart-

ment is investigating a robbery of a
taxi driver on April 18 in the 300 block
of N. Patrick Street. Two male sus-
pects displayed firearm and stole
money. The victim was not injured.

❖ The Alexandria Police Depart-
ment is investigating a robbery on
April 10 near Commonwealth Avenue
and E Maple Street. Three suspects
brandished a firearm and stole from
the victim. There were no injuries.

SIMULATION

I
 shot someone. I saw someone in jeans
come out of the bushes with a gun
drawn, aimed right at a man on his

knees. I’m told the man with the gun was
shouting but I couldn’t hear him, my mind
was wholly focused on the gun. I was shout-
ing at him to drop the gun, and when he
finally heard me he turned, gun still in hand,
and I pulled the trigger. The shot hit him in
the chest, and the man on the ground im-
mediately reached up to grab the other
man’s gun, so I shot him as well, both fa-
tally.

It was a tough situation, but I thought I’d
made the right call: until the simulation
ended and the inspector played the video
back. On closer inspection, the other man
with the gun had something on his hip: a
badge.

The training program is set up in a small
room in the lower floor of the Police Head-
quarters. The trainee stands in the center
of the room, facing a one of countless video
scenarios filmed in a police department
somewhere across the country. Each video
has several branching scenarios, which can
be adjusted by the trainer sitting at the com-
puter based on his evaluation of the
trainee’s actions. In one scenario, for ex-
ample, one of the citizens going through
the training wasn’t being forceful enough
with a person who came to an office to ar-
gue with his significant other. The
situation continued to escalate as
the trainee struggled to assert
himself until eventually the other
man drew a gun and fired at the
police officer several times while
the trainee fumbled with his hol-
ster.

Many of the scenarios involve
use of force, both knowing how and when
to escalate a situation, and knowing when
to de-escalate. After each use of force, the
officers have to articulate to the trainer why
force was used in that situation.

The situation of pointing a weapon at
another officer, or even firing at an officer,
is called a “blue on blue,” and Sgt. Patricio
Alvarez says it can happen in tense situa-
tions. At the Navy Yard shooting in 2013,
police were slowed down by communica-
tions errors. In Prince George’s County, Md.,
a police officer was killed on March 14 by
friendly fire from another police officer af-
ter the police station was attacked by gun-
fire.

“You have to understand de-escalating as
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Interested in a Career in Real Estate? Pre-licensing courses are available soon. Call Managing Broker, Mark Ackermann, at 703-888-5100 for further information.

Alexandria
$329,900

800 S St. Asaph
St, unit 410. PRICE
REDUCED! One
bedroom condo in
popular St. Asaph
Square. Updated
and ready for new
owner. 2 Blocks to
shopping/dining.
In-unit washer/
dryer. Garage
parking and a
community pool!
Welcome home!

Fran Slade
904-476-2691

Alexandria $849,000
6812 Smithway Dr. Excellent location, great opportunity,
only 3 years old custom-built colonial. Six bedroom, five full
and one half bathroom, Brazilian cherry floors, high ceilings,
recessed lights, crown moldings, 3,160 sq ft, on double-
sized lot, shed, conveniently located close to all major
routes, G.W. Pkwy, shops, library, schools. Home Warranty.

Elvira Jakovac 571-405-8058

Alexandria/Ivy Hill $849,000
605 Melrose Street. Classic 3 bedroom, 3 bath expanded
colonial just 1 mile from the King St. METRO! Living room with
fireplace, kitchen with granite counters, adjoining family room
with breakfast area, wet bar and custom built-ins. Lower level
recreation room with full bath. Fenced yard with patio, side porch
and off-street parking. Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $648,000
400 Madison St. #509. This gracious 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom
condo is perfect for relaxed living and entertaining. Completely
renovated to include the finest details. Upgrades are a must-
see to appreciate. Take advantage of all the amenities
Alexandria House offers. A unique vertical village for a modern
way of life. Lib Willey 703-362-7206

Alexandria $445,000
6050 Estates Dr. Spacious four-level end unit TH (2,070
SF) on a cul-de-sac in treed community, close 395/495,
Metro (1.2 miles) & Kingstowne. Two master bedrooms.
Wood floors, 3 full baths, 1 half bath, skylights, lg loft &
fireplace. Updated kitchen. Fenced yard & deck.
Cindy Baggett 703-593-1418 Leslie Rodriguez 703-400-3010

Alexandria/Chapel Hill $1,399,000
1120 Key Drive. Fabulous 7 bedroom, 5.5+.5 bath custom home
with approx. 7,000 sq. ft. of living space on 1/2 an acre with a 4-car
garage! Impressive 3-story fieldstone fireplace in the living room,
spacious gourmet kitchen with adjoining family room and breakfast
room. Master suite with soaring ceiling and luxury bath. Screened-
in porch, large deck and sports court. Quiet dead-end street steps
to Chinquapin Park. Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria/Del Ray $699,900
121 Clifford Avenue. Fabulous Del Ray farmhouse, 3 Bed/1.5
Bath w/inviting front porch & three upper level bedrooms
maintains old-style charm w/modern updates. Features include
double pane windows, hardwood floors & high ceilings.
Separate dining room w/French doors leads large fenced-in
backyard. Bobi Bomar 703-927-2213

Alexandria/King’s Hundred
1605 Stonebridge Road. Beautiful 4 bedroom (all
upper), 3.5 bath brick colonial on a quiet cul-de-sac
with off-street parking. Over 4,000 sq. ft. of living
space on 3 levels with many recent updates. Lovely
fenced backyard with patio and mature landscaping.

Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria
909 Vicar Lane. Fabulous in-town estate, light-
filled and ideal for large-scale entertaining, sited
on over one acre of land within the city. Quiet,
private location on one of Alexandria’s most
sought-after streets.

Diann Hicks-Carlson 703-628-2440

Alexandria $681,900
5503 Teak Court. 4/5 Bedroom, 3.5 bath home on
quiet cul-de-sac less than 2 miles from Ft. Belvoir;
view of golf course; large house on expansive lot
with mature trees; many updates; 2-car garage, tons
of storage; dedicated office space.

Leslie Atkinson 703-967-1471

S. Alexandria $649,000
8403 Morey Ln. Cooking is a breeze in this remodeled kitchen. Host a crowd
on the deck, slate patio or with games in the flat, fenced back yard. Low-
maintenance living with an all brick exterior, wood floors, updated baths plus
new family room carpeting & painting. Professionally maintained yard with
sprinkler system so you can set & forget summer watering. Relaxing G.W.
Parkway commuting. Waynewood Elementary School. Call for a private tour.
Greg Koons 703-209-7678 Joni Koons 703-209-7277

JUST REDUCED OPEN HOUSE 1–4

COMING SOON

JUST LISTED • OPEN SUNDAY 2–4 PRICE REDUCED

OPEN SUNDAY 1–4

OPEN SUNDAY 1–4

OPEN SUNDAY 2–4

OPEN SUNDAY 2–4

Old Town/
Captains Row
$1,645,000

130 Prince St. Historic 4 BR, 3.5
BA home on “Captain’s Row” 1
block off King St. and 2 blocks
from the river. Extensive
restoration with nearly 3,000 sq.
ft. of living space featuring
spacious light-filled rooms with
10' ceilings, beautiful moldings,
random width wood floors and 2
fireplaces. Eat-in kitchen with
exposed beams and rear stairs to
upper level. Main level bedroom
with full bath plus half bath for
guests. Upper level with 3 BR
and 2 BA including the Master
suite. Unfinished lower level with
high ceilings and heat, back
porch, roof-top deck and fenced
yard with pergola and Koi pond.

Christine Garner
703-587-4855

$15,000 PRICE REDUCTION

WALK TO G.W. BIKE PATH
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News

Locations of new trails and trail extensions.

City Council OKs Improvements
I

n an update to the Pedestrian and Bicycle Mas-
ter Plan, the City Council approved on April 16
some major extensions and renovations to four

miles of new sidewalks and 88 miles of bicycle im-
provements.

The pedestrian improvements aim to close the gaps
in the sidewalk infrastructure with bicycle improve-
ments, like additional bike lanes and shared lane

markings, making streets more feasible for bicycle
traffic.

The plan includes three new trails or extensions: a
northern continuation of the Holmes Run Parkway,
a connection from Eisenhower Avenue to Old Town
past the Alexandria Renew facility, and a connection
between Fairfax and the end of the Backlick Run trail.

— Vernon Miles

Sidewalk
improvement

priorities.

Images

contributed



6  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  April 21-27, 2016 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

See The Thrill,  Page 22

By Shirley Ruhe

Gazette Packet

J
ason Hunter points his video camera at the
gazebo across the lake at Ben Brenman
Park. He levels the camera so the image
looks straight, checks the exposure and low-

ers the tripod to change the perspective. “I’ll try to
get a couple of zooms to show the gazebo in relation
to the rest of the park.” He said he likes to use zoom-
ing in and out or or panning left and right to have a
lot of motion with the camera. He stands a moment.
“I don’t like it. The gazebo isn’t working out the way
I thought with the apartment complex behind and
the dead tree in front.” Hunter decides to walk closer
to the gazebo and get a different angle. “Now this is
looking a little better.”

Hunter is a senior video specialist working on a
project for Mind and Media, Inc. on N. Pitt Street in
Alexandria to get footage of notable areas in the City

of Alexandria for the Chamber of Com-
merce. He started shooting last week
and will finish in a couple of weeks
depending on the weather if they can
shoot every 2-3 days. Hunter looks at
the bridge and waits to see whether

the mother strolling her child is going to walk his
way. No luck with this one.

Hunter says before the shooting process began, he
sat with the producer and talked about what would
be a good fit for the video including historic as well
as recent updates. He adds that the Cameron Sta-
tion and Ben Brenman Park area is a mixture of resi-
dential and business in one of the newer areas. He
says it is built on a reclaimed military base. Meagan
Lane stands on the corner shooting down the rows
of shops on both sides of the street and any trucks
that roll by to capture any activity. She is a senior at
The Madeira School in McLean and is spending five
weeks with Hunter for her school co-curriculum pro-
gram. She says “this is a perfect match for me. Some-
day I picture myself as a female Walt Disney.”

Meagan bends over to adjust the focus on her video
camera and waits for some people to walk down the
street and into her picture. “Not much happening
here today.” Hunter and Meagan have split up a list
of things they want to shoot for a couple of hours at
this location and “whatever else catches her eye.”
Plans to proceed to Van Dorn today were cut short
by the need to return to help meet a deadline with
another co-worker.

When today’s work is finished, Hunter will have
Meagan take her footage back and watch it. “It’s a
fantastic way to learn to review your own footage,”
Hunter said. “And it’s best to do it right after you
shoot it while you still have it in mind.” They were
in Old Town on Friday and still have Del Ray and
Mount Vernon on the list. “And the water taxi over
to National Harbor. It’s a great thing to do; gives you
a different perspective out on the water.”

Hunter explains when they are finished shooting
the project he will organize it to see what they have
and what is missing. “Sometimes you need to have a
conversation with the client about their perspective
on what you have produced.” Hunter slings his black
bagful of extra batteries and fig bars over his shoul-
der and walks to the corner to catch up with Meagan.
“So, tell me a little bit about your shots. Did you get
the sign? OK, good.”

Hunter has been working at Mind and Media since
2001 where he came straight out of grad school from
American University. He said when he started at Mind
and Media he was running a second camera, setting
up lights and equipment and watching the videotap-
ing back to check for errors.

Now he is juggling several projects including
preproduction phase on projects in Boston and Cin-
cinnati for other clients. He remembers the most
exciting and difficult filming he did was a documen-
tary for the National Guard. “They still had to train
but they weren’t going to stop for us. So we did it
all, getting up early, live fire drills, running every-
where. It was hard to focus on lighting and composi-
tion and keep up the physical pace at the same time.
They run everywhere.”

A Look Through the Camera
People

Hunter creates video for
Chamber of Commerce.

Jason Hunter zooms in on the couple on a
bench across the lake at 60-acre Ben
Brenman Park at the east end of Cameron
Station. He has filmed Old Town for his
Alexandria video and will head to Del Ray
and Mount Vernon later in the week.

Jason Hunter confers on the video with
Meagan Lane, a high school senior at The
Madeira School in McLean, who is spend-
ing five weeks with Hunter as part of her
co-curriculum program.

Jason Hunter checks the Panasonic video
for exposure as he focuses on the gazebo
across the lake at Ben Brenman Park.
Hunter is creating a video for the City of
Alexandria Chamber of Commerce of
notable areas.

People

At Work

P
h
o

t
o

s
 
b
y
 
S
h

i
r
l
e
y
 
R

u
h

e
/
G

a
z
e
t
t
e
 
P
a
c
k
e
t

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

F
or years, he has known
the agony of defeat. But
when Kris Jenkins’ 3-

pointer slipped
through the net as
the final buzzer
sounded, play-by-
play announcer
Ryan Fannon fi-
nally experienced
first-hand the
thrill of a
Villanova Wildcats
NCAA champion-
ship victory.

“After that dra-
matic rally by the
[North Carolina]
Tar Heels to tie the
game at 74-all,
half of me was thinking ‘I want
this like any alumni,’” said

Fannon, who has been the voice
of Villanova basketball for 18
years. “But I knew I needed to
refocus and stay with the play
— to do my job first then let the
emotions come out after the
play.’”

And Fannon did just that.
With 4.7 seconds left in the

April 4 title game, Fannon
calmly calls the final play as
Jenkins inbounds to Ryan
Arcidiacono, trails his team-
mate the length of the court

then opens him-
self up to make
the game-winning
shot. Only then
does Fannon let
loose with an
emotional “Cats
win it all! Cats
win it all! Cats
win it all!”

“I can’t even be-
gin to describe
what that mo-
ment felt like,”
said Fannon as
friends and family
gathered for a vic-

tory celebration April 9 at the

Alexandria’s Ryan Fannon, left, with Villanova Radio
Network engineer Joe Gaines and color commentator
Whitey Rigsby at the 2016 NCAA Final Four in Hous-
ton. Fannon has been the play-by-play voice of
Villanova basketball for 18 years.

The Thrill of Victory
Ireton’s Ryan
Fannon is the
voice of
Villanova.

Ryan Fannon, left, introduces the Villanova bas-
ketball team at the Philadelphia victory parade
April 8 as Ryan Arcidiacono hoists the NCAA
championship trophy.

P
h
o

t
o

s
 
C

o
n

t
r
i
b
u
t
e
d

“I can’t even
begin to
describe what
that moment
felt like,”

— Ryan Fannon on
calling the final play
of Villanova’s NCAA

championship
victory.
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See Raising,  Page 9

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

T
he Motown sound of The
Intruders brought down
the house while raising

funds for Community Lodgings at
the 11th annual Spring Forward
Fundraiser April 10 at Union
Street Public House restaurant.

More than 130 people turned
out to hear the award-winning re-
cording artists, who joined local
entertainers Nancy Hines and DC
Lou as the organization raised over
$37,800 to benefit homeless fami-
lies.

Among those attending were
Mayor Allison Silberberg, Vice
Mayor Justin Wilson, City Coun-
cil members Will Bailey and John
Chapman and former Mayor Bill
Euille.

“I was absolutely thrilled with
how our Spring Forward event
turned out Sunday night,” said
Community Lodgings Executive
Director Lynn Thomas. “The food

Gant and Fran Redmon join Union Street Public House
owners Jan and Jay Test at the Community Lodgings 11th

Annual Spring Forward fundraiser April 10 at the Union
Street restaurant.

Motown to Old Town
Community Lodgings
raises $37,800 for homeless.

The award-winning musical group The Intruders enter-
tains the crowd at the Community Lodgings Spring For-
ward fundraiser.

Emcee Matt Friedman
auctions off a coffee with
Mayor Allison Silberberg to
raise funds for Community
Lodgings.

and service was fabulous and The
Intruders gave an incredible con-
cert. The entire restaurant was
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News

This story is part of a series focusing on sex
trafficking in Northern Virginia.

By Shirley Ruhe

Gazette Packet

S
he stands on the sidewalk outside
the mall with her backpack full of
7th grade science and math books.
An older man pulls up and she gets

in the backseat of his car. He drives her to a
nearby motel and sells her for sex a num-
ber of times that same afternoon before she
returns to her unsuspecting parents. In the
beginning, the victims often return home;
later they may disappear and become part
of a network, or be driven to other loca-
tions including massage parlors. Human
trafficking of young teens, mostly girls, has
become growing problem in Northern Vir-
ginia, according to those involved in the
issue. Sometimes the girl is complicit, hav-
ing been enticed by an attractive older man
or teenage boy and slowly groomed until
she thinks she loves him. Other times she
has gotten herself unknowingly tangled in
gang-related activity and is threatened if she
wants out.

THE PROBLEM is complex: lack of aware-
ness by teenagers at a vulnerable age, the
skill of traffickers to manipulate and groom
their victims, the ease of recruitment
through the internet, a busy world where
parents, teachers or friends don’t ask
enough questions about changing behavior,
insufficient law enforcement penalties or
resources and the denial that it couldn’t
happen here.

According to Melissa Snow, child sex traf-
ficking ppecialist for the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC),
this Alexandria-based organization has seen
an increase in reporting of endangered and
runaway children in Virginia. She says one
out of five reported in 2015 became a vic-
tim of sex trafficking. Seventy-four percent
of those were missing from child welfare
care which means they already had experi-
enced a fractured home life or came from
abusive families.

“The victims often feel inside they are
dirty and won’t amount to anything. The
biggest thing is to get them to understand
victimization, what it is,” said Deepa Patel,
executive director of Trauma and Hope in
Springfield.

While many may be puzzled about how a
young girl, maybe even their neighbor,
could get caught up in this web, Snow said,
“We see constantly the importance of online
traffickers. They can build trust so quickly
because the victim is in her own home
where she feels comfortable. The trafficker
will spend incredible time finding out the
teen’s worries, hopes for the future and then
use it against her.”

Patel said: “We all have vulnerabilities,
I’m a therapist and I have vulnerabilities;
we all do on any particular day.”

Beth Saunders, president of The Just Ask
Prevention Project in Northern Virginia,
said, “Trying to change is a cultural shift.
We need to open up a dialogue, not mak-
ing talking about human trafficking taboo.”
Just Ask concentrates on education and pre-
vention working with businesses, schools
and law enforcement to “put ourselves out
of business by ending teenage sex traffick-
ing.”

Just Ask describes itself as “a public
awareness campaign designed to expose the
growing prevalence of teen sex trafficking
in Northern Virginia and to inspire our com-
munity to end the scouting, manipulation
and recruitment of our teenagers.”
Saunders says
she was aware
of international
human traffick-
ing in her prior
role as a busi-
ness executive.
The moment
she knew it was
a local problem
was when her
good friend at
George Mason University’s Transnational
Crime and Corruption Group discussed
teenage sex traffic here in Northern Vir-
ginia. “There is still a mindset, and I was
guilty as well, of thinking trafficking was
bringing girls from another country,” she
said. “These girls aren’t trafficked; we have
the infrastructure set up right here.”

WHEN DID then U.S. Rep. Frank Wolf (R-
10) realize there was human trafficking of
young girls and decide to do something
about it? “I think it was gradual,” he said.
“Back in the 1990s on a congressional trip
to Albania, we drove by a house where it
was pointed out young women had been
sexually trafficked.” Wolf said, like many
others, he assumed this took place in places
like Albania. “Then I started to have people
come and tell me sexual trafficking of young
girls was happening right in our local neigh-

borhoods.”
Since Wolf was then chairman of the

House of Representatives Appropriations
Committee’s Subcommittee on Commerce-
State-Justice, he had money inserted in
appropriations legislation for a study of lo-
cal Asian massage parlors by the Polaris
Project in 2011. The Polaris Project is an
anti-trafficking organization that adminis-
ters the national human trafficking hotline.
Wolf and Polaris Project Executive Director
Bradley Myles at the time acknowledged
there are legitimate businesses performing
massage therapy that are meeting all the
rules and regulations and not offering
sexual favors. But Polaris looked through
Web sites where men post information on
which massage parlors are most likely to
provide sexual services and identified 82 in
Northern Virginia.

Polaris did not do any further investiga-
tion but felt the circumstantial evidence was
there to start a vigorous law enforcement
probe. The Polaris Project listed 21 cities in
Northern Virginia. Wolf held up the a copy
of the study. “I can’t give you this,” but he
began reading: “Alexandria, 6, Annandale,
7, Arlington, 2, Herndon, 8, Springfield, 7,
Falls Churc,h 5, Vienna, 12.” He read on.
“Most people are stunned when they find
out it is occurring right here in Virginia.”
The massage parlors are difficult to close
down because they are sometimes large op-
erations run by individuals who understand
licensing and zoning regulations, who move
women from place to place and, if under
suspicion, just open a new massage parlor
in a different location, he said.

Wolf also had money inserted into appro-
priations legislation setting up a Gang Task

Force across
Arlington, Al-
e x a n d r i a ,
Fairfax and in-
cluding the
FBI, the U.S.
Marshals Ser-
vice and Drug
Enforcement
Adminis t ra -
tion (DEA).

He noted
the Brenda Paz case in 2003: “She was a
17-year-old girl in the inner circle of a local
M-13 gang. She decided she wanted to get
out and turned in a lot of information to
law enforcement that they didn’t have at
the time. She was put in witness protection.
But the gang found out and planned her
killing in a Holiday Inn in Fairfax. They took
her to Meems Bottom Covered Bridge in
Shenandoah County and brutally slit her
throat.” Wolf said fear can be one of the
factors that keeps young girls from expos-
ing their situation.

When did recognition of the problem be-
gin for U.S. Rep. Barbara Comstock (R-10)
who was active on the issue of human traf-
ficking in the state legislature representing
the 34th District before filling Wolf’s con-
gressional seat in 2014? Comstock said she
thought it was when she met a woman in
her 20s or 30s who had been a victim when

she was a 13-14 year old. She learned that
Virginia had one of the lowest ratings of
enforcement against human trafficking in
all the states. During 2012-13 she co-
patroned a number of a bills in the state
legislature addressing the growth of gangs
and increasing the penalty from a misde-
meanor for soliciting a minor age 16 or 17
and under for prostitution to a Class Six
felony and soliciting a minor under 16 to a
Class Five penalty. Comstock worked with
Del. Tim Hugo (R-40) who sponsored
Virginia’s first stand-alone human traffick-
ing statute. Hugo said last July after it went
into effect, “Until today, Virginia was the
only state in the nation without a decided
human trafficking law and was one of only
two states that did not specifically
criminalize sex trafficking.”

Comstock said Fairfax County Detective
Bill Woolf was instrumental in recommend-
ing legislation to her that was needed. “He
said we are on the street and we need leg-
islation to increase penalties,” she said.
“Woolf is a knight in shining armor; he has
done so much for this cause.”

Woolf said, “I saw the need and started
working it.” He continued, “Traffickers work
in the schools. Victims come from every high
school in the county.”

Sometimes it is a high school student re-
cruiting in his own school. Elizabeth Payne,
coordinator for Health, Family Life Educa-
tion and Physical Education for Fairfax
County Public Schools, said a new educa-
tion program established in the county’s
middle and high schools in 2012 seems to
be getting results. She said Woolf recently
told her about a middle school student who
heard about sexual trafficking in her class
and realized this was happening to her
friend. The girl told an adult teacher she
trusted and the victim was recovered along
with several other girls in the same school.
“I think Detective Woolf was the first one
to break a case, and they just kept coming.
It involved so many of our students in high
schools of different ethnicities and demo-
graphics. We knew we had to do some-
thing.”

The problem
extends throughout
northern Virginia.

Becoming Aware of Child Sex Trafficking
Resources
National Human Trafficking Resource

Center
1-888-373-7888
nhtrc@polarisproject.org

Just Ask
President Beth Saunders
10660 Page Avenue #4161
Fairfax, VA 22030
FCPDHumanTrafficking@fairfaxcounty.gov
1-888-373-7888

National Center for Missing & Exploited
Children

Charles B. Wang International Children’s Building
699 Prince St.
Alexandria, VA 22314-3175
24-hour call center: 1-800-THE-LOST
703-224-2150

Trauma and Hope
Deepa R. Patel CSOTP, LCSW
Executive Director
5415-C Backlick Road
Springfield, VA 22151
Cell: 571-366-0086
deepa.r.patel1@gmail.com

Frank Wolf, former U.S. representa-
tive from Northern Virginia, reads
from the study he commissioned
from the Polaris Project in 2011. It
identified 21 cities in Northern
Virginia with 82 Asian massage
parlors suspected of sex trafficking.

Photos by Shirley Ruhe/Gazette Packet

“Most people are stunned when
they find out it is occurring
right here in Northern Virginia.”

— Frank Wolf,
former U.S. Representative

from Northern Virginia
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Food4thought
Agents and staff of the Long & Foster Old Town office gathered on
Friday, April 8 to put together 120 food packs for students at
Woodley Hills Elementary School in Fairfax County as part of
Food4thought, a program sponsored by Our Daily Bread.
Food4thought, run by volunteers, compiles food packs to be sent
home with children each Friday. For $28 a month, anyone can
provide one child a food pack to sustain them throughout the
weekend for a month. See woodleyhillsfood4thought.org.
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Councilman Will Bailey, right, talks
with waterfront commissioner
John Bordner at the Community
Lodgings fundraiser April 10 at
Union Street Public House.

Community Lodgings board chair
Maria Muscella enjoys the enter-
tainment with her husband Leon
Parrott.

Raising $37,800 for Homeless
From Page 7

packed and we were dancing with the band.
It was a night that I will remember for a
long, long time. My only concern is how to
top it next year.”

Union Street Public House owners Jan
and Jay Test once again donated the use of

the restaurant and catering to Community
Lodgings, a nonprofit that works to help
families lift themselves out of poverty
through affordable and transitional hous-
ing and youth education programs.

 For more information visit
www.CommunityLodgings.org.

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

THROUGH APRIL 28
Donations Wanted. The Princess For

a Night project is collecting dry-

cleaned tuxedos, dresses, shoes,
handbags, jewelry, unused make-up
(for example, sample cosmetics), and
“nice” shopping bags through
Thursday, April 28. Cash and check
donations are also needed. Checks
can be made out to “Neediest Kids
Fund” c/o Susan Parcell. Donations
can be dropped off at the T.C.
Williams Main Office, 3330 King St.
Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
Email eleanor.muse@acps.k12.va.us.

THURSDAY/APRIL 21
Science Night for Families. 4:30-

7:30 p.m. at Institute for Defense
Analysis (IDA), 4850 Mark Center
Drive. ACPS students, families, and
teachers are invited for a night of
raffles, games, prizes, and pizza.
Participate in science games and
contests and win prizes. Free food
and parking or transportation will be
provided. Register at conta.cc/

1VqjV89.
Public Meeting. 6:30 p.m. at T.C.

Williams High School, Rotunda
Room, second floor, 3300 King St.
(park in the garage and enter the
building through door #1). The City’s
Department of Transportation and
Environmental Services Division of
Transportation Planning will hold a
meeting to seek input on the City’s
recommended design option for the
King Street corridorOpen to the

public. Visit the project at
www.alexandriava.gov/localmotion.

Camping for Families. 7-9 p.m. at
Unitarian Universalist Church of
Arlington, 4444 Arlington Blvd. Hear
what makes for a successful family
excursion to the hiking and camping
sites in the area. Free. Contact Rajae
Nami at rajaenami@yahoo.com or
visit www.facebook.com/events/
984361098304687/ for more.

Bulletin Board
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By Tracy Leonard,

Susan Britton, Doug Brown,

and Elizabeth Willingham

W
hen you hear about child sexual
abuse, many thoughts might go
through your mind:

“They should go to jail.”
“Parents should keep a closer eye on their

children.”
“Who would do that to a child?”
These thoughts distance us from what has

happened, making it easier to dismiss the
sexual abuse because it happened to someone
else. Maybe it involved someone with celeb-
rity status, or it happened a long time ago, or
it happened within a certain institution. These
thoughts allow us to believe it will never hap-
pen to the children that we know.

But we need to shift our
thinking because that sim-
ply is not true: 1 in 10 chil-
dren will be sexually

abused by their 18th birthday; 90 percent of
victims are abused by someone they know and
trust; and 80 percent of the abuse happens in
one-on-one situations.

The thought that goes through your mind
should be: “What can I do to prevent it from
happening in the first place?”

As parents, professionals, or simply members
of the community, we need to take action to
protect the children in our lives from child
sexual abuse. We need to learn to recognize
the signs of child sexual abuse, react when
child sexual abuse is disclosed, and respond in
ways that keep children safe.

What else does it mean to you? To four or-
ganizations in Alexandria, it means we must
act now to protect children. It means there is
something we can do and we are not power-

less against those who would take away a
child’s innocence.

The Center for Alexandria’s Children, SCAN
of Northern Virginia, Healthy Families Alex-
andria (a division of Northern Virginia Family
Service) and the Alexandria Department of
Community and Human Services began a
group called CAPCA (Child Abuse Prevention
Coalition of Alexandria).

 Although four distinct organizations, all
exist and work together in our community to
protect children, educate families, and provide
services and supports to help families overcome
trauma, such as child sexual abuse.

Through a series of trainings in April, Na-
tional Child Abuse Prevention month, CAPCA
provided opportunities for community mem-
bers to learn about what it means to be a man-

dated reporter, the 5 Steps to Protecting Our
Children using the Darkness to Light-Stewards
of Children training curriculum, and how by-
standers can protect children from boundary
violations and sexual abuse.

CAPCA also hosted a public screening of
“Breaking the Silence,” a documentary film
addressing the issue of child sexual abuse. You
may also have seen CAPCA’s pinwheel gardens
“planted” around town, symbols of support for
child abuse prevention.

It’s been a busy month for CAPCA, but our
work will continue all year long to prevent
child sexual abuse in Alexandria. But what will
community members like you do? Because pre-
vention won’t succeed until more of us change
the way we think about child sexual abuse, and
take action.to do something about it.

Protect children from
sexual abuse.

A Wake-Up Call for Alexandrians

Photo contributed

From left: Tracy Leonard, public education manager, SCAN of Northern Vir-
ginia; Susan Britton, Child Advocacy Center program director, The Center for
Alexandria’s Children; Doug Brown, Child Protective Services program man-
ager, Alexandria Department of Community and Human Services; and Eliza-
beth Willingham, program supervisor, Healthy Families Arlington/Alexandria
- Northern Virginia Family Service.Commentary

No Ethics
Commission?
To the Editor:

On April 14, the Ad Hoc Code of Conduct
Review Committee presented its Code of Con-
duct and Ethics Pledge recommendations to
the Alexandria City Council. However, the Ad
Hoc Code of Conduct Review Committee held
no public hearing, thereby bypassing the citi-
zens and showing a lack of transparency in the
process. Although these appointed members
may or may not be experts in the field of eth-
ics, this demonstrates a clear lack of respect
for the citizens.

This latest snub is symptomatic of a cynical
mindset at City Hall, where certain groups have
been demonized and ridiculed. If the former
planning director can make fun of developers
in a recent letter to the Washington Post, what

Letters to the Editor

See Letters,  Page 12
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Fairfax County Tax Delinquent Real Estate For Sale...

AT AUCTION!
Wednesday, April 27, 2016 @ 2:30 P.M.

Parcel 1: (American Realty) 148,561+/- Sq. Ft.; 5600 Backlick Road,Springfield;
Braddock District; Tax Map #0802-01-0016; Acct. #407620309
Parcel 2: (Bengal) 8000+/- Sq.Ft.; Lantana Trail; Gunston Manor, Lots 50-53, Block 24,
Sec. B; Mt. Vernon District; Tax Map #1194-02240050; Acct. #408079493
Parcel 3: (Berkebile) 1.7783+/- Ac.; Caisson Road; Sunrise Green; Legato; Springfield
District; Tax Map #0563-01-0036; Acct. #407895000
Parcel 4: (Haight) 3.939+/- Ac. Near Fairfax County Parkway & Hope Park Road;
Springfield District; Tax Map #0671-01-0084; Acct. #407569254
Parcel 5 (Improved): (JFM) 8608 Rocky Gap Court, Lorton, VA 22079; Green Ridge
Condos Addition; Lot 26; Mt. Vernon Dist.; Tax Map #0983-15-0026; Acct. #408045740
Parcel 6: (Jones) 2.6732+/- Ac.; 11815 Braddock Road, Fairfax, VA 22030; Lincoln Park,
Lot 30; Tax Map #0671-04-0030; Acct. #407569308

* 10 Parcels! * Homes, Condo, & Land! *
Fairfax City Regional Library • 10360 North St., Fairfax, VA 22030

By Order of The Circuit Court of Fairfax County, Virginia, at the direction
of the Special Commissioners, the following described real estate will be
offered to the highest bidder at PUBLIC AUCTION…

VAAF #651

Visit Our Website for Full Details, Terms, Etc.!

www.AtAuction.Biz
540-899-1776

Special Commissioners: Taxing Authority Consulting Services, PC
P.O. Box 31800, Henrico, VA 23294 • 804-545-2377

For Specific Questions, Please call Ken, Auction Coordinator, at 540-840-2015

Parcel 7 (Improved): (Kenney) 2547 Five Oaks Road,
Vienna, VA 22181; Acredale, Lot 30; Providence
District; Tax Map #0383-03-0030; Acct. #407812118
Parcel 8: (Pennsbury) 1.149+/- Ac.; Carrleigh Parkway;
Cardinal Forest, Parcel 11, Section 3; Springfield
District; Tax Map #0793-01-0009; Acct. #407975430
Parcel 9: (Second Carr) 2.65+/- Ac.; Southern Oaks
Place; Hooes Road; Newington Commons, Parcel B,
Section 1; Mt. Vernon District; Tax Map #0983-14-B,
Acct. #407685462
Parcel 10 (Improved): (Uwazie) 9325 Maybrook
Court, Alexandria, VA 22309; Mt. Vernon Grove, Lot
499; Mt. Vernon District; Tax Map #1104-02-0499,
Acct. #407715885

Parcel 7Parcel 7Parcel 7Parcel 7Parcel 7Parcel 7Parcel 7

Parcel 10Parcel 10Parcel 10Parcel 10Parcel 10Parcel 10Parcel 10Parcel 10Parcel 10

Opinion

By Allison Silberberg

Mayor

T
he vote for our city’s budget is
around the corner. This is the
biggest vote of the year. Our de-
cision will have a sizable impact

on the quality of our lives as well as the
pocketbook of each household in our be-
loved city.

It is a balance that we must seek — a bal-
ance between what we need and what we
want. We must focus on what is mission
critical such as education for our children,
our crumbling roads, as well as our librar-
ies, to name a few priorities. Our budget is

a reflection of our core
values. I would like us to
envision together what an

even greater Alexandria looks like and how
we get there.

Friends from all over the country have
come to visit me here in Alexandria, and
they always marvel at how beautiful and
historic our city is. We have a great deal for
which to be grateful. We have inherited a
phenomenal city that requires an eye on
short-term and long-term goals.

The City Council has been holding work
sessions to review all aspects of the bud-

get. In mid-March, we
held a budget public
hearing for four hours
and heard from about
70 citizens. Last Satur-
day, during our
monthly Public Hear-
ing, approximately 60
citizens spoke to us
about their concerns,
including the need for

human services, more pre-K programs, li-
brary support, and bike trails, among other
issues.

Every year, it is a tough set of choices.
Many of you have taken the time to write
us at City Hall, and we hear you. Your in-
put is important to us.

We must do what we can for our schools,
which are in serious need of our attention
in terms of deferred maintenance, plus we
are maxing out in terms of space and class
size at a number of schools. We all want
our children to have a great education.

Last year, the police pay was brought in
line with neighboring jurisdictions, but that
issue had festered for years. This year, we
will tackle the firefighter pay issue.

I hope there will be unanimity among the
council to bring back Sunday hours at three

of our libraries. The fourth library, Beatley,
has been the only one with Sunday hours
for many years.

Further, we can all see the deterioration
of our roads. Let’s tackle this together. In
large part because of the economic down-
turn, the city has deferred maintenance and
had growing infrastructure needs. Now is
the time to pull it together.

As in recent years, this budget is ex-
tremely tight, and all of us are well aware
of competing interests. Last fall, we directed
our city manager, Mark Jinks, to come back
with a budget proposal. After hard work
with staff, he proposed in February that we
could achieve our city’s goals by imposing
a 1-cent tax increase. He also provided a
list of what we could achieve if we raised
the tax rate by 2 cents. In mid-March, in
order to have some leeway, the council set
a maximum tax rate increase of 3 cents.

To provide perspective, if your home’s
value is $521,000, then including the as-
sessment, a two-cent increase would mean
an additional $223, and a three-cent in-
crease would be an additional $275.

First and foremost, a majority of our citi-
zens saw their real estate assessments go
up in value, and that is a tax increase in
and of itself. We must be cognizant of this.

Second, given Mr. Jinks’ budgeting exper-
tise, I have stated that we ought to take heed
of his recommendation of 1 cent.

Third, it is clear that the city’s deferred
maintenance and crucial infrastructure
needs over a number of years have come
home to roost. Mr. Jinks has tried to bal-
ance all of the above in his recommenda-
tion.

The 2-cent increase is a good compromise
between Mr. Jinks’ recommendation and the
maximum of 3 cents, thereby enabling us
to focus on more of our most urgent infra-
structure needs.

Imagine sitting at your kitchen table when
you have competing priorities. It is the same
at City Hall. One answer over time is to di-
versify our revenue base, meaning increas-
ing our commercial tax base.

So there is the dilemma. We must do what
we can and be bold, but we must also be
realistic about what our citizenry can handle
financially. And we must live within our
means. We cannot make up for lost time in
one fell swoop nor in one year. But we must
begin. We must make a commitment to en-
vision what can be achieved together.

We would not fix everything in our own
homes all at once, but we can begin today
to make things better.

Decision Time on City Budget Deliberations

Commentary
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From Page 10

must City Hall think of its citizens, since
developers are the lifeblood of City Hall,
and are considered its most important con-
stituents?

Moreover, there are ethics practices that
need revision. First, regarding the Code of
Conduct, when a project comes before City
Council for approval, City Council members
need not disclose an interest in a develop-
ment if it is under 10 percent, although
there was a suggestion to lower it to 3 per-
cent. The ethical bottom line is that if a
member of City Council owns any part of a
development project, even if it is only one
tenth of one percent, they should declare
this interest.

Next, although the Ad Hoc Committee has
specified that the Mayor, Council, City Man-
ager, City Attorney, City Clerk and those citi-
zens sitting on boards and commissions be
required to take the ethics pledge, the city
staff is not required to do so. However, they
prepare staff reports that are used by all of
the aforementioned individuals, thus hav-
ing a great deal of influence over the even-
tual decisions that will ultimately be made,
and should also be required to take the eth-
ics pledge.

Since the Ad Hoc Committee has failed
to establish an Ethics Commission or cre-
ate an ombudsman, there is no oversight of
ethics violations that do not require legal
adjudication but do merit some sort of com-
pliance standard. Some sort of moral com-

pass is needed to ensure that any fraud,
waste and abuse violations are adequately
addressed, but can ensure that ethic com-
plaints are resolved to the satisfaction of
the entire citizenry.

Townsend A. “Van” Van Fleet
Alexandria

Financial Aid
And No Fee
To the Editor:

Some T.C. Williams High School students
have been receiving letters from private
companies offering to help determine col-
lege admission and financial aid eligibility.
A parent of a TC junior contacted the school
for advice saying, “We received a letter in-
forming us about an upcoming appointment
for our son with the company; however, no
one in our family had requested a meeting.
It was confusing, so we contacted the
school.”

Parents are urged to “do their homework”
before scheduling an appointment with a
for-profit company that offers financial aid
services for a fee. Additionally, families
should not have to pay or provide a credit
card number to apply for scholarships or
academic honors. It is a concern that fami-
lies will be misled to believe they can only
receive college and financial advising if they
pay a fee. That is simply not the case. The
Scholarship Fund of Alexandria provides all

Letters to the Editor

TC families with free support for complet-
ing scholarship and college applications as
well as federal financial aid forms.

The Scholarship Fund of Alexandria, a
nonprofit organization located in T.C. Will-
iams High School, has two dedicated col-
lege advisers, Margaret Feldman and
Samantha Karp, who work with students
to find the best fit college, edit college es-
says, help with résumés, understand the fi-
nancial aid process, and more. The Schol-
arship Fund also offers presentations and
workshops for ACPS families on Finding
Free Money for College, Financial Aid 101,
and Completing the FAFSA, among other
programming.

The next workshop, Junior College Plan-
ning Night, will be held on May 18 in the
T.C. Williams auditorium. This program is
held in conjunction with the College and
Career Center and the Counseling Depart-
ment.

Most importantly, the Scholarship Fund
awards scholarships strictly for graduates
of T.C. Williams High School, the City of
Alexandria’s only public high school. In
2015, the Scholarship Fund awarded
$944,000 in new and renewal scholarships
to 332 T.C. graduates. One in two applicants
received a scholarship valued at an aver-
age amount of $2,700 and many awardees
are eligible to receive a scholarship all four
years of their undergraduate program. Since
1986, SFA has awarded $11.5 million in
scholarships, making college dreams come
true for 4,200 students.

Photo by Vernon Miles/Gazette Packet

Spring Fun
Reithoffer Carnival at Landmark
Mall extends stay until April 24.

Contact the Scholarship Fund of Alexan-
dria at scholarshipfund@acps.k12.va.us or
703-824-6730, or visit
www.AlexScholarshipFund.org.

Beth Lovain
Executive Director

Scholarship Fund of Alexandria

By Robert H. Dugger, Ph.D.

I
 want to go on record favoring
a property tax increase to pay
for upgrading Alexandria pub-
lic schools in line with the

School Board’s 10-year $291 million
request — with two conditions.

I applaud the City Council and the School
Board’s attention to the deepening capac-
ity problem in our public schools. It seems
no action gets taken until there is a crisis,
and this crisis has been long anticipated and
it’s here now.

But crisis is also opportunity. Yes, our
public schools need additional classrooms,
and yes, to do this sensibly something has
to be done about pre-k. But before we go
leasing empty office space and busing 4-
year-olds far from their neighborhoods to
make-shift classrooms, we should use this
opportunity to pause and think carefully
about what young kids and their working
parents need.

So you understand my perspective — two
years ago, research I was involved in
showed that high-quality prenatal counsel-
ing for at-risk mothers reduces Medicaid
costs enough to pay for the counseling.
South Carolina just announced they’re scal-
ing-up their main prenatal home visiting
program and they’re paying for it in this
way. Data is being gathered in Richmond
to see if we can do the same in Virginia.

Four years ago, similar research I was in-

volved in showed that high-qual-
ity 3- and 4-year-old
prekindergarten reduces public
school special-education costs
enough to pay for the pre-k. Last

year, Salt Lake City provided pre-k to al-
most 600 at-risk kids and is paying for it
with special-ed savings. More than 20 other
states are looking into how they can do the
same.

Ten years ago I co-founded ReadyNation.
It’s now the premier business early-child-
hood advocacy organization in the U.S.

Here’s the problem. America has orga-
nized its workforce so it’s now impossible
for low and moderate-income moms and
dads to maintain an adequate living stan-
dard without both of them working. It’s no
longer possible for one parent to stay at
home and care for and educate a young
child. However, we expect these parents to
raise school-ready children who’ll graduate
from high school and be productive citizens,
with virtually no help from the rest of us.

Get to know parents who are trying to do
this. You’ll see what research shows —
they’re under enormous stress. If we did this
on purpose it would be cruelty. But we’re
not doing it on purpose. It’s just stupidity.

The research on this is absolutely clear.
Parent stress affects their children. Highly
stressed parents are less productive at work

and raise less academically successful chil-
dren. We pay for our stupidity in the form
of higher taxes for social services and crime,
fewer profitable businesses, and weaker
school performance.

Pre-k is important, but nationally and
here in Alexandria, education-enriched
child care is what’s most urgently needed.

Like pre-k and home visiting, good
childcare has high economic returns. A
study conducted by the W.E. Upjohn Insti-
tute for Employment Research, a leading
economic development institute, shows that
there’s no sports stadium, office park or tax
give-away that’s better for regional eco-
nomic development than good childcare.

Why? Businesses find it’s easier to attract
and keep good employees. Parents are less
stressed and immediately more productive.
Children are more ready for school. With
better prepared kids, the schools are more
productive. Graduation rates are higher.
And crime, drug use and teen pregnancies
rates are lower.

Earlier I said I support a property tax in-
crease with two conditions. Here they are:

First, plan for early learning from infancy
through pre-k. Provide enough education-
enriched childcare resources to meet the
needs of all working parents. Good
childcare has all the lower-stress benefits I
mentioned earlier plus one more. Brain sci-
ence is telling us the earlier a dollar is in-
vested in a child’s life, the higher the re-
turn is. If you think pre-k for 4-year olds is

a good idea, keep in mind that only 3- and
4-year old pre-k has been shown to signifi-
cantly pay for itself in lower special educa-
tion costs. If you want to lock in a child’s
curiously, trust and ability to work with oth-
ers, a dollar invested at 6 months is more
effective than one invested at age 3.

Second, involve the private sector.
Broaden the discussion to include all the
city’s non-profit, for-profit, public and faith-
based childcare providers and see if these
early care and learning professionals can
accommodate with existing capacity, or open
new facilities to handle the 400 kids that
concern you today and the roughly 1,500
that are right behind them. I will be very
surprised if they cannot come up with a way
to meet the needs of our working parents at
lower cost than now projected. Use the pro-
posed $3 million capital investment to struc-
ture a financing plan that expands quality
childcare in Alexandria. This is the way to
truly strengthen our economy, help parents
do what we need them to do, and help kids
arrive at school ready-to-learn.

Good Childcare Has High Economic Returns
Commentary

Robert H. Dugger, with a Ph.D. in economics, is a
venture capital investor, managing partner at
Hanover Provident Capital and retired partner in the
hedge fund Tudor Investment Corporation. He co-
founded ReadyNation and now chairs its Advisory
Board. ReadyNation is a business leader organization
working to strengthen business through better policies
for children and youth. His main interest is early child
development and organizing strong business coalitions
in states to support high-return investment spending
in children prenatal to 5 years old. He is also a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees of Hopkins House.
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Open House
Sunday 1-4 pm
Cameron Station
5011 John Ticer Drive,
Alexandria VA  This Elegant
Single Family Home
represents the apogee of
Cameron Station Luxury
meets Casual Living.
Cambridge-Built Quality with
3 Levels, 4 br, 3.5 ba with too
many upgrades to list!
$999,000
David & Stephanie Thorpe
561-282-7000
MLS # AX9619772

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and
you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All
Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker logo, Coldwell Banker Previews International
and the Previews logo are registered and unregistered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 10697WDC_05/15

Alexandria 310 King St. | Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.518.8300

86,000 Agents | 3,000 Offices on 6 Continents | 109-Year Legacy

Open House
Sunday 1-4 pm
Van Dorn Village
6036 Buttercup Ct,
Alexandria VA  3 br, 2.55 ba
town house in popular Van
Dorn Village. Approx 1 mile to
Metro and easy access to
95/495! Spacious floor plan,
rear deck, walk-out base-
ment, fenced yard, backs
to trees!
$415,000
Ann-Marie Grotticelli
703-501-4092
MLS # FX9626156

Open House Sunday 2-4 pm  Madison of McLean
6630 Madison McLean Dr, McLean VA  Rarely on market! “A” Model end
TH in much desired Madison of McLean. Needs updating. 3 br, 2 full/ 2
half bas, enclosed patio, 2 FP’s, 2 wet bars, detached 2-car Gar, Large
family room. $910,000  Ed Pagett  571-237-4753  MLS # FX9624411

Join us for Virginia Continuing Education, April 22nd at 10:00 AM in the Old Town Office

Chancery of Kingstowne 6534 Grange Lane #102, Alexandria
VA  Beautifully remodeled 2 br/2 ba Kingstowne condo with patio,
hardwoods throughout, renovated with open kitchen with granite,
MBR with large walk-in closet & more! $304,900
Karen Leonard 703-328-7041 MLS # FX9619622

CB Alexandria
Proudly Welcomes

Christie Abromovic
Omar Davis

Brittanie DeChino
Stephanie Hall

Charles Meadows

To Our
Old Town Team!Carlyle Towers  2181 Jamieson Avenue 910-911, Alexandria VA

Rarely on the market! This 3 br, 3.5 ba condo has even more!
Library/den, Powder Room, open balcony next to kit, sitting room.
Garage parking for 3 cars! Come See! $929,900
Marie Louise Meyer 703-929-1002 MLS # AX9612585

Mount Vernon On The Green  9174 Rosemary Lena Way,
Alexandria VA  Colonial with 4 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, 2-car garage,
finished basement, family room plus recreation room, covered gas
cooking center in back yard. Wired for sound inside and out.
$920,000  Bob & Nicole Hamilton 703-966-8532 MLS # FX9610173

Manors at Mount Vernon
8310 Centerbrook Place, Alexandria VA  Great Opportunity to own
almost 6,000 square feet on over an acre in 22308! 6 br, 4.5 ba,
2-car garage, cul-de-sac! $1,199,000
Bonnie Rivkin  703-598-7788  MLS # FX9612175

Belle Haven Estates 6504 Blue Wing Drive, Alexandria VA
Fabulous 6 br + 5 1/2 ba stone 6,500 sq. ft. colonial with open floor
plan, huge rooms, 2 fps, fully finished lower level, screened porch +
2-car garage. $1,525,000  Donnan C. Wintermute  703-608-6868
MLS # FX7520345

Mount Vernon 9407 Brambly Lane, Alexandria VA
Custom home with every conceivable upgrade & option. Over 5,700
finished s.f. Triple crown moldings. 10’+ ceilings. Cook’s kitchen with
all Viking appliances. Screened porch & 3-car garage  $1,149,900
Liz Bucuvalas  703-626-8400  MLS # FX9621503

Old Town
317 Lee St South,
Alexandria VA
Historic plaqued jewel box
perfectly restored in prime
location. Original house built
circa 1800 with beautiful
family room addition and
renovations galore all
since 2012.
$1,025,000
Liz Bucuvalas
703-626-8400
MLS # AX9598683
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www.partnersinrealestate.com
Licensed Brokers in DC, VA and MD

OPEN SUNDAY, APRIL 24, 1–4 P.M.
Dir.: G.W. Parkway South from Old Town, right on Tulane & follow Partners Signs.

David W. Spires
703-765-3500

Cell: 703-850-4256

Marjorie J. Spires
703-765-3500

Cell: 703-472-7713

1203 Westgrove Boulevard
$790,000

•Remodeled Traditional Center Hall
Colonial •Large, Bright Entry Foyer
with Unique Center Vestibule
•Formal Living and Dining Rooms with
Extensive Moldings •Expanded
New Kitchen features Silestone
Counters, Custom Cabinetry, Heated
Tile Floors and generous Breakfast
Area •Elegant Sunroom with
Cathedral Ceiling and Cherry Floors •Remodeled, Enlarged Master Suite and Luxury Bath
•Upper Level Family Room features Elevated Fireplace •Whole House Natural Gas Generator

7411 Admiral Drive
$1,050,000

One of Villamay’s largest Lots
•Double Door Entry to Expansive
22' Foyer w/Brick Floors•Large,
Open Floor Plan•Remodeled
Island Kitchen w/Breakfast
Bar•Light, Bright Corner Family/
Sunroom •Five Very Generous,
Tasteful Bedrooms•3 1/2 Beautiful
Marble Baths•Sunny, Walkout
Recreation Room measuring 36' Long •Inviting Covered Porch Entry•Large Rear Patio•Newer
Roof & Double-Pane Windows•Two-Car Garage•Two Fireplaces•Sprinkler System

1105 Villamay Boulevard
$775,000

•Marvelous Views All Year
•Generous Entry Foyer with
Wide Staircase ascends to
Beautiful Main Level •Lovely
Formal Living and Dining
Rooms •Light, Bright Galley
Kitchen w/Breakfast area
•Sunroom Addition at Rear
Elevation •Large Family
Room with Wet Bar

•Wraparound Decking for added River Views •Oversized Two-Car Garage
•Hardwoods •Two Masonry Fireplaces •Whole House Generator

115 E. Spring Street
$715,000

•Classic Colonial Style
•Freshly Painted
•3 Bedrooms •Updated
Kitchen •NEW DECK and
Enclosed Yard •Beautiful
Refinished Hardwoods
•Convenient Off-Street Parking
•5 minutes to Metro.
Directions: Braddock Metro, west Braddock, right on E. Spring to 115.

9315 Fairfax Street
$700,000

•5 Bedroom Brick Colonial
w/Garage •Lovely Formal Living &
Dining Rooms•Family Room off
Spacious Island Kitchen with
Large Breakfast Area •Master
Suite features Fireplace &
remodeled luxury Bath•Finished
Recreation Room on Lower
Level & Enormous Storage
Room•Main Level Laundry/Utility

Room •Nice Level Lot w/Fenced Yard & Rear Deck. Dir.: G.W. Pkwy past Mt. Vernon
Estate, L on Old Mt. Vernon, R on Robertson, L on Fairfax to 9315 on Left.

1104 Belle Vista Drive
$850,000

Unique, One-of-a-Kind
Custom Floor Plan •Double
Foyer Entry with Wide Central
Staircase •Spacious Formal
Rooms for Entertaining •Family
Room opens to Large, Bright
Sun Room •Remodeled
Kitchen w/New Stainless
Appliances •Independent In-

Law/Guest Suite with Private Entrance •Custom-Designed Patio and Hardscape
at Rear Elevation •Hardwoods •Two Masonry Fireplaces •2-Car Garage •MORE
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By Katherine Dixon

President & CEO

Rebuilding Together Alexandria

H
eroes are people we
hold in high regard.
Those who serve and
protect our nation are

among these heroes. At Rebuilding
Together, we have the privilege of
helping people maintain and repair
their homes — many of whom are veter-
ans.

During National Rebuilding Day on April
30, Rebuilding Together volunteers across
the nation will be making neighborhoods

stronger by repairing and
restoring homes for low-
income and struggling
homeowners.

A special focus for this
national day of service is
Heroes at Home, a collabo-

ration between Rebuilding Together and
Sears, a program to improve the lives of
veterans and their families through exten-
sive home renovations. Already through this
effort, Rebuilding Together affiliates have
helped nearly 2,000 veteran homeowners
by helping make veterans and their fami-
lies’ homes safe and healthy.

Locally, Sears will be joining with Rebuild-
ing Together Alexandria to provide free re-
pairs at the home of Seymore*, an Army
veteran and grandfather who would like to
remain living in his long-time home where
he is raising two young grandchildren.
Seymore receives dialysis and walks with a
cane, and his poor health and limited in-
come prevent him from maintaining his
home. But he knows that having a stable
environment for his grandchildren is impor-

tant to their future suc-
cess.

Research supports this
too. According to a white
paper by National Asso-
ciation of Realtors,
homeownership and
stable housing “go hand-
in-hand [as] homeowners
move far less frequently
than renters, and hence

are embedded into the same neighborhood
and community for a longer period.” The
paper also pointed out that homeowners
have a “significant effect on their children’s
success,” including keeping teenagers in
school and helping younger kids perform
better in math and reading and experience
fewer behavioral problems.

That’s why helping Seymore is so impor-
tant. During National Rebuilding Day, vol-
unteers will be doing significant roof work
due to an active leak, repairing and replac-
ing handrails on two porches and wooden
window trim, patching drywall in ceilings,
repairing light fixtures, and more, ensur-
ing his home is a safe place to raise his fam-
ily.

In addition to Seymore’s home, our 800
volunteers will spread out around the city
and help other neighbors with repairs and
upgrades to their homes. In all, we expect
to perform repairs on 60 Alexandria homes.

It’s an important way we as neighbors can
help each other while revitalizing our com-
munity and preserving affordable housing.

It’s also a way we can honor those like
Seymore who have served us. If you know
of any other heroes who want to stay home,
contact us at 703-836-1021.

Heroes at Home
Volunteers for a previous National Rebuilding Day.

Opinion

Rebuilding

Together

Alexandria

* It is Rebuilding Together Alexandria’s policy to
not disclose full names.
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By Steve Hibbard

Gazette Packet

T
he Little Theatre of Alexandria
is staging “To Kill a Mocking-
bird” from April 23 to May 14.
Based on Harper Lee’s Pulitzer

Prize-winning novel set in Alabama during
the Great Depression, the play follows the
journey of Jem and Scout Finch, whose fa-
ther has been appointed to defend Tom
Robinson, a black man framed for a crime
he didn’t commit. As the trial progresses,
Jem and Scout witness their community in
a tense tug of war between justice and rac-
ism.

Director Frank Pasqualino said “To Kill a
Mockingbird” is one of the greatest Ameri-
can stories ever told. “It is a timeless story
of coming of age, small town Southern life
during the Depression, and the ever preva-
lent struggle of Black Americans. I believe
that as a country we are still struggling with
many of the situations depicted in this
story,” he said.

When he first read the book as a 14-year-
old back in 1969, it touched him so deeply
that he has never been without a copy of
the book since. “I have re-read ‘Mocking-
bird’ at least once every five years since
1969, and in doing so during these differ-
ent stages of my life and maturation, I have
gained new insight and life lessons from the
story each time,” he said.

He said the biggest challenge is doing jus-
tice to the Harper Lee story as adapted by
playwright Christopher Sergal. “Atticus,
Scout, Jem and Boo are iconic figures in
American literature. The challenge is bring-
ing these characters to life on stage while
trying to stay true to both Harper Lee’s in-
spired words and the audience’s precon-
ceived notions of these characters,” he said.

Richard Fiske plays the main role of
Atticus Finch who can be described as a man
with integrity. “Scout’s coming of age story
is the heart of the show,” he said. “Atticus
helps her grow through his example and his
instruction and his interpretation for her,
of things, sometimes terrible things, she sees
in Maycomb, (Ala.). Atticus shows us all
what we can be.”

Because Atticus is an iconic role model,

he said the greatest challenge was to por-
tray him as a human, with human failings
and emotions, while maintaining the im-
possibly high character standard set by au-
thor Harper Lee. “Fortunately, Frank
Pasqualino’s direction and the terrific cast
make working on this project a joy,” he said.

While much remains to be done, he wants
people to see how far we have progressed
on racial issues since 1935.

Olivia McMahon, age 9, plays the role of
the young Scout in her first lead role in com-
munity theater. “Scout is open-minded and
curious; she is loving but a bit stubborn and
opinionated,” she said. “Overall, she is cu-
rious because she asks a lot of questions,
wonders about everything and is rarely con-
tent.”

She hopes the audience learns from this
play to defend the innocent, to put oneself
in other people’s positions and don’t judge
people from their looks, she said — and also
to take care of each other.

Melissa Dunlap plays the role of Jean
Louise Finch, the adult Scout. “She is re-
flecting on her childhood, sharing her
thoughts and experiences, all while trying
to make sense of what happened and how
those events shaped her and those she
loves,” she said.

She said the challenge is that her primary
scene partner is the audience. “I am inter-
acting more with the audience than with
the other actors; thus, my scene partner
won’t even show up until our first perfor-
mance. At present, I am talking, quite liter-
ally, to the wall,” she said.

She hopes the cast and crew are able to
transport the audience to Maycomb, Ala.
in 1935. “I hope that they can see the events
through the eyes of the characters and ex-
plore what it means to stand in someone
else’s shoes,” she said.

Robert Heinly plays the role of Sheriff
Heck Tate, a community fixture in Maycomb
County. “He has been in Maycomb all his
life and knows everyone and everything that
goes on in the town; he is not a tremen-
dously educated man but doesn’t need to
be to perform his job well,” he said.

He said when presented with the chal-
lenge of deciding the fate of Boo and Jem
at the end of the play, he is not afraid to

stand up to Atticus and insist on “the right
thing” even if it does not follow the letter
of the law.

He also played the same sheriff in
Firebelly Productions in 2006, but added:
“This cast is larger, the set more realistic,
and the freedom to include further mo-
ments from book and film, I think will help
the audience to feel at ease in the world
Ms. Lee created.”

Erin Gallalee plays the role of Maudie
Atkinson, the neighbor of the Finch family.
“She loves life and the simple beauty in the
world around her,” she said. “She is a friend
to the children and doesn’t ‘protect’ them
from the world as many adults would in-
stinctively do, but encourages them to think
bigger than their own perspective.”

She said she feels a little more pressure
when performing either a well-known play
or one based on real people. “It’s a balance
to try to make it your own while still being
true to the original story or person and
managing audience expectations who are
waiting for those pivotal moments,” she
said. “Most audiences know this story, ei-
ther by the book or the movie, so it’s trying
to break through something they might

LTA Stages ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’
Tackles classic play set in 1930s Alabama.

have seen (or read) dozens of times and
still make it new.”

She added: “We’ve made a lot of progress
since 1935 but we still have a long way to
go in our society in efforts for equality and
acceptance. It’ll take all of us to exact
change.”

Frank Riley plays the role of the Rev.
Sykes, a compassionate man who has seen
a lot of injustice in his time. He said one of
the biggest challenges of this role was mak-
ing people sense the true spirituality in his
character.

He added: “I hope the audience feels a
true connection to what life was like in small
town Alabama. I hope the audience longs
for more after our performance is done. I
feel like all of the cast members have
brought these classic characters to life, and
with a lot of heart.”

The Little Theatre of Alexandria is staging
“To Kill a Mockingbird” April 23-May 14.
Show times are Wednesdays-Saturdays at 8
p.m.; Sunday matinees at 3 p.m. Tickets are
$19-22. The Venue is located at 600 Wolfe
St. For tickets, call 703-683-0496 or visit
www.thelittletheatre.com.

The cast in rehearsal for LTA’s production of “To Kill a Mockingbird,”
which will be staged from April 23 to May 14.

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
Duncan Library Book Sale. Through

April 23, 7-9 p.m. Wednesday
preview, 10 a.m.-6:45 p.m. Thursday,
10 a.m.-5:45 p.m. Friday, 1-3 p.m.
Saturday at Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Thousands of
books for sale, most between $1 -$3.
Adult, teen and kids books, plus CDs

and DVDs. New selections put out
daily. All proceeds benefit the
Duncan Library; sponsored by
Friends of the Duncan Library. Free.
Email duncanbooksale@gmail.com.

Georgia Nassikas: “Oils and
Encaustics.” Through April 24,
Thursday, Friday, Sunday 12-4 p.m.,
Saturday 1-4 p.m. at The Athenaeum
Gallery, 201 Prince St. In her wax
and oil paintings, artist Nassikas
explores the intersection of the
abstract and the representational.
She focuses on the elemental lines,
shapes, and colors at the core of
nature. Free. Visit www.nvfaa.org.

Art Exhibit: “It’s Black and
White!” Through April 24, gallery
hours at The Associates Gallery

(TAG), 105 N. Union St. The
Associates Gallery will feature two
member artists in “It’s Black and
White!” in a complementary scheme
of black and white rendered in two-
dimensional and three-dimensional
work. Free. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org for more.

Art Exhibit. Through April 24, gallery
hours at St. George Gallery, 105 N.
Alfred St. Ethiopian artist Daniel
Taye will display his art. Taye is
known for landscape, abstract and
figurative work. Free. Call 703-299-
9495 for more.

Broadway Gallery April Artist
Showcase. Through April 27,
gallery hours at Broadway Gallery,
5641-B General Washington Drive.

Featured will be the pastel and mixed
media paintings of local artist, Lynn
Goldstein. Free. Visit
www.broadwaygallery.net for more.

Art Exhibit: “The Shape of Water.”
Through April 30, gallery hours at
Sonoma Cellar, 207 King St. “The
Shape of Water” features paintings by
Oenone Hammersley. Free. Visit
www.oenonehammersley
contemporaryart.com for more.

Exhibit: “Creatures from the Sea.”
Through May 1, gallery hours at Del
Ray Artisans Gallery, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Del Ray Artisans
interpret real and imagined
“Creatures from the Sea.” Free. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org for more.

Art Exhibit: “Misfits.” Through May

1, gallery hours at The Art League,
105 N. Union St. Artist Teresa
Oaxaca’s latest paintings blend
portraiture and still life in tightly
cropped compositions. The artist
poses 21st Century individuals in
Victorian and Baroque costumes,
paired with dolls, bones, teacups,
fresh flowers, and masks. Free. Visit
www.theartleague.org for more.

Spring 2016 City of Alexandria
Tree Sale. Through May 7, 10 a.m.-
2 pm. at Jerome “Buddie” Ford
Nature Center, 5750 Sanger Ave.
Trees and shrubs available for
purchase include White Oak, Scarlet
Oak, American Holly, Flameleaf
Sumac, Eastern Red-Cedar, Maple
Leaf Viburnum, Blackhaw Viburnum,

Entertainment

Calendar



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  April 21-27, 2016  ❖  17www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street • 703-683-0496

www.thelittletheatre.com

This timeless classic
compels us to take an

honest look at our nation’s
past and our moral

responsibility to each other.

• This show contains hurtful language
   and mature themes.
• Talk Back with cast/crew/designers
   after the performance on Friday, May 6.

SHOW DATES: April 23–May 14

Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

127 N. Washington St., Alexandria • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Spring Specials

RestaurantRestaurantRestaurant

Join us Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 8th.
Three seatings available.

Call soon for reservations.

• Cold Soup Trio
• Stuffed Avocado with Crabmeat
 • Fresh Jumbo Softshell Crabs
    • Cold Salmon Platter
        • Beef Wellington
            • Rack of Lamb
                • Bouillabaisse
                     • Dover Sole
                          • Coq au Vin

Energetic Dog or Couch Potato?

Linda Benson

(703) 650-5115
fundogfitness.com

I can help!

1.5 hour hikes

1–5 days/week

and American Sweetgum. All trees are
$20. Visit www.alexandriava.gov for
more.

DASH for the STASH. Through May
15. Learn about investing with DASH
for the STASH, an investor education
contest hosted by the Alexandria
Library. Read four game posters at
any Alexandria Library location, get a
quiz question related to each, and
submit your answers to have a
chance at winning a $1,000
retirement investment. Game posters
are on display at all Alexandria
Library locations. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us.

Art Exhibit: “Partnerships.”
Through May 15, business hours at
VCA Alexandria Animal Hospital,
2660 Duke St. All artwork is
available for purchase through Del
Ray Artisans. Artists are donating 20
percent of the purchase price of sold
pieces in an equal split between Del
Ray Artisans and the VCA Alexandria
Animal Hospital’s charity of choice,
Veterans Moving Forward. Free. Call
703-751-2022 for more.

APRIL 21-MAY 29
“Black Pearl Sings!” 8 p.m.

Wednesday-Friday, 3 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Saturday, 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. Sunday
at MetroStage, 1201 N. Royal St.
Black Pearl Sings! is about two
women in Depression-era Texas: an
ambitious Library of Congress
musicologist, searching for the
African roots of slave songs, and the
discovery of the musical gifts of an
African American woman. Tickets are
$55-60. Visit www.metrostage.org.

FRIDAY/APRIL 22
Litter Bugs. 2 p.m. at Martha

Washington Library, 6614 Fort Hunt
Road. Learn how your family can
create a creature of your own using
recycled materials in honor of Earth
Day. Free. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov for more.

Family Fun Night. 6-9 p.m. at
Chinquapin Park Recreation Center &
Aquatics Facility, 3210 King St. Pool
games include beach ball relays,
water basketball, diving for prizes on
the “Aqua Challenge” floating
obstacle course. Participate in
swimming skill assessments for
youth, learn pool safety tips and
more. Tickets are $4. Visit
www.shop.alexandriava.gov.

“Phantom of the Opera.” 7:30 p.m.
at Immanuel Chapel, Virginia
Theological Seminary, 3737
Seminary Road. Watch the restored
1929 silent horror masterpiece “The
Phantom of the Opera” with live
improvisation by acclaimed organist
Dorothy Papadokos. Not for children
younger than 10. Free. Visit
www.vts.edu for more.

Concertos by Mozart. 8 p.m. at
Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church,

1427 W. Braddock Road. The Blessed
Sacrament Festival Orchestra will be
joined by hornist Tim Huizenga,
clarinetist Parker Gaimes and pianist
John McCrary. Each will perform a
concerto by Mozart. Free, but
donations accepted. Call 703-998-
6100 Ext: 103.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/APRIL 22-23
“Hairspray Jr.” 7 p.m Friday and

Saturday, additional 1 p.m.
performance on Saturday at George
Washington Middle School, 1005
Mount Vernon Ave. GWMS presents
Hairspray Jr. inspired by Baltimore’s
John Waters original film, adapted
for the stage by Thomas Meehan,
Mark O’Donnell, Marc Shaiman, and
Scott Whitman and directed by
Robert McDonough. Tickets are $5.
Contact Robert McDonough at
robert.mcdonough@acps.k12.va.us.

SATURDAY/APRIL 23
Fort Hunt Preschool Rummage

Sale. 8 a.m.-12 p.m. at 1909
Windmill Lane. Find baby and
children’s clothes, toys, books, and
more. Free to attend. Visit
www.forthuntpreschool.com.

Carlyle House Herb & Craft Sale. 8
a.m.-4 p.m. at Carlyle House Historic
Park, 121 N. Fairfax St. Stock up on
herbs and other plants grown in
Mount Vernon greenhouses. Check
out the selection of items offered by
local artisans and crafters. Browse
through gently used coffee-table,
children’s and audio books. Enjoy
performances by local musicians.
This event is free, however admission
to the Carlyle House museum is $5
for adults; $3 for children. Visit
www.novaparks.com for more.

West Potomac Car Show. 9 a.m.-2
p.m. at West Potomac High School,
6500 Quander Road. All proceed
from the event benefit the West
Potomac all night graduation party.
Car entries are $20. Visit
www.facebook.com/events/
1049966178410530 for more.

Raptor Rapture. 10 a.m.-12 p.m. at
Belle Haven Park, 1201 Bell Haven
Road. See live raptors that were
injured and have been rehabilitated,
but cannot survive on their own.
Free. Visit www.fodm.org for more.

83rd Annual Alexandria Historic
Homes & Garden Tour. 10 a.m.-4
p.m. at Old Town Alexandria.
Celebrating the 83rd anniversary of
Historic Garden Week in Virginia,
this tour features privately owned
Old Town homes and gardens plus
historic properties like the Lee-
Fendall House Museum & Garden,
Carlyle House Historic Park and
George Washington’s Mount Vernon.
Tickets are $40 in advance, $45 day
of, $25 for single-site tours. Visit
www.vagardenweek.org for more.

Nu Xi Zeta Honors Luncheon. 11

a.m.-2 p.m. at Ft. Belvoir Officer’s
Club, 5500 Schulz Circle, Fort
Belvoir. Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.,
Nu Xi Zeta Chapter and the Nu Xi
Zeta Helping Alexandria Virginia
Excel Foundation will award
scholarships to deserving graduating
seniors from Arlington County or the
City of Alexandria at their annual
luncheon Nu Xi Zeta Honors, “30
Years and Counting: A Celebration of
Partnership, Leadership, and
Friendship.” Tickets are $65. Email
nuxizetahonors@nuxizeta.org.

Civil War Medicine Living History.
11 a.m.-4 p.m. at Fort Ward Museum
and Historic Site, 4301 West
Braddock Road. Fort Ward Museum
& Historic Site will sponsor a Civil
War medical living history program
presented by Civil War medical
historian and interpreter Von Barron,
who portrays U.S. Army Regimental
Surgeon Captain Turner Kitt. Free.
Visit www.alexandriava.gov/
FortWard.

Screening: “An American in
Paris.” 1 p.m. at Beatley Library,
5005 Duke St. Watch 1951 Gene
Kelly musical. Free. Visit
www.alexsym.org for more.

Program: Herb Gardening. 1:30-3
p.m. at Martha Washington Library,
6614 Fort Hunt Road. Green Spring
Master Gardeners will teach
participants how to choose and care
for the best annual and perennial
herbs that will flourish in your
garden or container. Free. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library.

String Players of the National
Symphony Orchestra Youth
Fellowship. 7:30 p.m. at St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church, 8009 Fort Hunt
Road. A string quartet, solo, and a
large string ensemble. Tickets are
$20, $15 for seniors, free for students
18 and under. Visit
www.saintlukeschurch.net/events.

Lloyd Cole. 7:30 p.m. at The
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Performer Lloyd Cole presents a
show titled “2016: My Retrospective
Year.” $25. Visit www.birchmere.com

APRIL 23-MAY 22
Mount Vernon Historic Plant Sale.

10 a.m.-6 p.m. at Mount Vernon,
3200 Mount Vernon Highway, Mount
Vernon. At the Mount Vernon
Historic Plant and Garden Sale,
historic trees, shrubs and plants as
well as a wide variety of annuals,
perennials, heirloom tomatoes and
herbs — each carefully nurtured in
the Mount Vernon greenhouses—will
be available for purchase. Admission
is free. Visit www.mountvernon.org.

SUNDAY/APRIL 24
Annual George Washington

Parkway Classic. 8 a.m. at Old
Town Alexandria, starting places

Entertainment

See Calendar,  Page  18
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By Hope Nelson

Gazette Packet

W
alk the length of King Street from

 Route 1 to the river, and you’ll
 see a brand-new restaurant on

your stroll. Nestled between Alfred and Co-
lumbus streets on the southern side of King,
Don Taco Tequila Bar beckons to passersby,
inviting the neighbors in for a taco or three
and a frosty margarita.

What used to be the Flat Iron Steak and
Saloon has morphed into an entirely new
identity, eschewing heavy steak dinners in
favor of a lighter, leaner variety of dishes
ranging from tacos to rice bowls to chips

and guacamole. Owned by the
same group as its predecessor,
Don Taco offers up a fresh take

on a family favorite.
Flat Iron “never really hit

the mark we wanted it to,”
said Don Taco co-owner
Scott Parker. “Instead of
continuing our run at Flat
Iron, why not try a … new
concept?”

Parker, who also co-owns
Don Tito in Arlington
among other restaurants,
knows his audience. And
his space in Arlington set
the course for what Don
Taco turned out to be.

“What we realized when
we opened Don Tito is that
people love tacos and te-

quila and beer,” he said. And so far,
Don Taco has capitalized on that mar-
ket with great success.

“That redesign (from Flat Iron) for
us has been just as successful as we
thought it would be,” Parker said,
adding that Don Taco aimed to im-
prove its curb appeal from its
predecessor’s. “… We added a huge
bar to the first floor, so that when you
look in you see a bar that goes all the
way down the left side of the first
floor.”

But what diners are really here for
are the tacos. And Don Taco has them
in ample supply.

“Really the goal for our success …
is tacos, tacos, tacos,” Parker said. And the
restaurant doesn’t disappoint: From banh

mi pork to roasted
chicken Sriracha, from
chipotle quinoa sweet
potato to fried avocado,
Don Taco’s namesake
offerings are plentiful.

“My personal favorite
is the Mexican short-rib
taco. The short rib is
just smoked to perfec-
tion,” Parker said. “I
could just eat them
over and over and over
again.”

One thing you’ll no-
tice upon sitting down
at a booth or table is the
sushi-like way you’ll or-

Don Taco: New Take
On Longtime Favorite
Newcomer to King Street offers wealth of
innovative options. Think surf-n-turf tacos.

From Mexican short rib to fried avocado, find a wide array of taco options.

der up the meal. Instead of a hefty
multipage menu, diners are left to their own
devices with an index-card-sized, front-and-
back menu featuring checkboxes next to
each item. Want two surf-n-turf tacos, one
grilled portabella, one jerk shrimp and three
California rolls? Mark your quantities as you
would at a sushi bar and the kitchen will
start rolling. (And don’t worry; there’s al-
ways time for a second round of tacos in
case you misjudged on the first pass.)

While the tacos are the obvious stars,
don’t count out the other menu items. The
rice bowls, for instance, make for a very nice
pairing with the tacos, adding a bit of heft
to your lunch or dinner without weighing
you down. And to forgo the chips and
guacamole prior to the main course would
be a crime; the guacamole is fresh, hearty,
and flavorful, with just enough onion and

Appetite

Details
Don Taco, 808 King St.
Hours: 11 a.m.-2 a.m. daily
Try this: The Sweet Heat

cocktail. “That has jalapeno-in-
fused vodka, blueberries, and
house-made lemonade,” co-
owner Scott Parker says.

Hidden gem: “I wish more
people would try our desserts, es-
pecially the Nutella banana split
tacos,” Parker says. “They’re in a
really soft but crunchy cinnamon
sugar shell. ... People are just
over the moon for them when
they do try them.”

tomato to keep the avocado lively.
And, finally, the cocktail menu contains

some must-trys, as well – this is a tequila
bar, after all. The restaurant sports 33 dif-
ferent kinds of tequila, Parker says, and they
make up some of the best drinks on the
cocktail list. Don’t miss the jalapeno
margarita, which brings plenty of spice to
every sip without overpowering the rest of
the drink.

After six weeks in Old Town, Parker says
his team is feeling the love.

“The reception from Old Town has been
so warm and so loving,” Parker said. “…
We are so excited to be a member of the
neighborhood and to get to know everybody
locally.”

Hope Nelson owns and operates Kitchen
Recessionista,  www.kitchenrecessionista.com. Email
her at hope@kitchenrecessionista.com.

vary. This course, with lush scenery and
river views, takes runners down the
George Washington Parkway and
through the iconic brick buildings
lining the streets of Alexandria.
Registration is $10-80. Visit
www.RunPacers.com/race/parkway-
classic.

Birding for Beginners. 8 a.m. at
Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd. Learn about the
park’s birds and some basic
identification skills. Program begins
with an indoor discussion. Fee is $8
county residents, $10 non-county.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov.

Carpenter’s Shelter Cook Off. 12-3
p.m. at The Birchmere Music Hall,
3701 Mount Vernon Ave. During the
cook off, 25 area restaurants will
offer samples and compete for four
different awards determined by
judges and guests. Special guest
judges include Emily Sprissler, a
former Top Chef contestant, and
Vikram Sunderam, a James Beard
Award winner. Tickets are $50 for
adults and $15 for children. Visit
www.carpentersshelter.org/cook-off.

Take a Stroll in Simpson Gardens.
1-3 p.m. at Simpson Gardens, 420 E.
Monroe Ave. VCE Master Gardeners
who maintain the Simpson Park

Demonstration Gardens will be in the
garden to welcome visitors, show off
spring blooms and provide
information and handouts on
pollinators, native plants, herbs and
other garden-related topics. Free.
Call 703-228-6414 or email
mgarlalex@gmail.com.

Georgia Nassikas Gallery Talk. 3
p.m. at The Athenaeum Gallery, 201
Prince St. The artist will give a
gallery talk where she will discuss,
among other things, her organic
beekeeping and the process of using
the wax from her hives in her
encaustic works. Free. Visit
www.nvfaa.org for more.

An Evening of Poetry and Music. 5
p.m. at Christ the King Anglican
Church, 1801 N. Quaker Lane. An
Evening of Poetry and Music with
Dana Gioia, Poet Laureate of
California and The U.S. Army
Chorus; guest soprano Nancy
Scimone. Gioia will read from his
new collected works, “99 Poems:
New & Selected,” interspersed with
the choral music of Morten
Lauridsen, sung by The U.S. Army
Chorus. Book signing to follow. Free.
Visit www.ctkalexandria.org/
events.html.

A Benefit Performance for Lakota
Mission 2016. 6 p.m. at
Fairlington United Methodist Church,

3900 King St. The concert is to
benefit the Lakota Mission Team, a
long standing Mission team that is
sponsored by the Church of the Good
Shepherd-United Methodist. The
Dominion Brass ensemble will
perform. Free. Visit
www.chapelhillchurch.com.

MONDAY/APRIL 25
Managing and Maintaining the

Vegetable Garden. 7-8:30 p.m. at
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. The
program, intended for new
gardeners, will emphasize best
practices for managing and
maintaining a healthy garden. It will
cover the importance of pollinators
and other beneficial insects and how
to identify them; how crop rotation
and intercropping can help control
garden pests; how to identify
diseases and weeds; and how to
maximize harvests with space-saving
techniques. Free. Visit
www.mgnv.org for more.

TUESDAY/APRIL 26
Train Like an Astronaut. 3:30 p.m.

at Charles Houston Recreation
Center, 901 Wythe St. Get moving
with NASA-inspired activities used to
exercise the same body parts as

astronauts do in training and on
missions in space. Grades K-5. Free.
Call 703-746-1721.

APRIL 26-JUNE 16
“Nature’s Palette: Paintings of the

Potomac Valley
Watercolorists.” Gallery hours at
Green Spring Garden’s Horticultural
Center and Historic House, 4603
Green Spring Road. The exhibition
brings together watermedia floral
and landscape painters from the area.
Free. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov for
more.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 27
Book Signing and Discussion. 5-7

p.m. at Woodlawn & Frank Lloyd
Wright’s Pope-Leighey House, 9000
Richmond Highway. Historian David
Plater focuses on the family living at
Woodlawn in a discussion called,
“Nelly and Lawrence; Frances and
Edward; A First Family?” Free, but
books will be for sale for $30. Visit
www.woodlawnpopeleighey.org.

Meet the Artist: “The Shape of
Water.” 6-7:30 p.m. at Sonoma
Cellar, 207 King St. “The Shape of
Water” features paintings by Oenone
Hammersley. Free. Visit
www.oenonehammersley

contemporaryart.com for more.
History of 18th Century

Foodways. 7 p.m. at Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum, 134 N. Royal St.
Ellen Donald, consultant for Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum’s recent faux food
project, will examine the layers of
this complex project, from selecting
the new faux food menu to how and
by whom food would historically be
prepared. Tickets are $12. Visit
www.shop.alexandriava.gov.

Historical Society Annual Award
Presentation. 7:30 p.m. at The
Lyceum, 210 S. Washington St. The
Alexandria Historical Society will
present their annual awards to
individuals who have made major
contributions to understanding and
appreciation of local history. The T.
Michael Miller Alexandria History
Award will be presented to an adult
scholar. Free. Call 703-746-4144.

APRIL 28-MAY 7
Musical: “Starlight Express.” 5

p.m. Thursdays, 7 p.m. Fridays and
Saturdays, 1 p.m. Saturdays at West
Potomac High School, 6500 Quander
Road. West Potomac’s Beyond The
Page Theatre presents an Andrew
Lloyd Webber musical based on the
imagination of a young boy and his
toy trains. Tickets are $12 plus a

Entertainment

From Page 17

Calendar
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service fee. Visit www.westpotomactheatre.org.

APRIL 28-JUNE 12
Judith Seligson: “A Gap Frame of Mind.”

Gallery Hours at The Athenaeum Gallery, 201
Prince St. The abstract works in this show reflect
Seligson’s interest in the importance of what lies
between objects, events, words, shapes and
thoughts. Free. Visit www.nvfaa.org for more.

FRIDAY/APRIL 29
Art on the Rocks. 7-10 p.m. at The Art League at

the Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union
St. The Art League challenges mixologists from
local restaurants to each select a piece of
artwork as inspiration to whip up a new, artistic
cocktail and pair it with an appetizer. Early-bird
tickets are $55, $65 regular priced. Visit
www.theartleague.org for more.

Spring Benefit: The Child & Family Network
Center. 7-11 p.m. at 165 Waterfront St.,
National Harbor, Md. Based in Alexandria, The
Child & Family Network Centers (CFNC)
provides bilingual, high-quality, free education
and intensive social services to at-risk children
and families in their own neighborhoods. This
event is “An Evening in Venice.” Tickets are
$250. Visit www.cfnc-online.org for more.

SATURDAY/APRIL 30
Jefferson Manor Community Yard Sale. 7-11

a.m. at 6020 Monticello Road. More than 30
houses in the neighborhood will be
participating. Maps and the communal area will
be at 6020 Monticello Road. Free. Email
khfloyd@gmail.com for more.

Native Plant Sale. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at 1701 N.
Quaker Lane. Vendors from four states sell
native perennials, shrubs, and trees for sun or
shade. Free. Call 571-232-0375 or visit
www.NorthernAlexandriaNativePlantSale.org
for more.

The West Potomac High School Marching
Band Car Wash. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at Belle View
Elementary School, 6701 Fort Hunt Road. Help

raise money to cover band expenses for the
2016-2017 school year. Donations accepted. Call
254-931-5249.

Hollin Hills House & Garden Tour. 12-6 p.m.
at the Hollin Hills Historic District. Attend a self-
guided tour of the mid-century modern
neighborhood. Tickets are $25 in advance, $30
starting on April 29. Visit www.hollinhills.net
for more.

“Kids Helping Kids: A Little Music Goes A
Long Way.” 5 p.m. at St. Aidan’s Episcopal
Church, 8531 Riverside Road. West Potomac
High School sophomore and trumpet prodigy,
Geoff Gallante, will headline a benefit concert.
Free, but donations accepted. Visit
www.aliceskids.org for more.

New Hope Housing: Let’s Dance Two. 6:30
p.m. at 600 Dulany St. Five dancers compete for
votes and donations to New Hope Housing,
which provides program to help end
homelessness. Tickets are $125. Visit
letsdancetwo.splashthat.com.

Hollin Meadows Neighborhood Gala. 7-11
p.m. at Hollin Meadows Elementary School,
2310 Nordok Place. Proceeds benefit the
school’s STEM Lab and outdoor education
programs. Tickets are $100. Visit
biddingowl.com/HMPGala.

Civil War Ball. 8-11 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 N. Royal St. The ball will include
live music, dance instruction and period
desserts. Period attire, either civilian or military,
is encouraged. Tickets are $45. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/GadsbysTavern for
more.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/APRIL 30-MAY 1
Revolutionary War Weekend. 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

at Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon Memorial
Highway. Meet hundreds of Revolutionary War
military re-enactors, learn more about life in the
18th-century, discuss military techniques, and
watch battle re-enactments. Tickets are $17 for
adults age 12-61, $9 for youth age 6-11, $16 for
seniors age 62+ and free for children 5 and
under. Visit www.mountvernon.org for more.

Entertainment
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$1 Million Goal

The Scholarship Fund of Alexandria awarded $436,000 in college scholarships to 159 T.C. Williams High School seniors, who gathered for a group
photo April 6. The SFA 30th Anniversary Gala and Silent Auction will be held April 23 at the Hilton Alexandria Mark Center.
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surprise visit by Lovain to his AP French
class. “It has been a long four years in high
school and I am very grateful for this schol-
arship.”

Ross, who plans to pursue a career in
water resource management and policy, is
the winner of the Madelyn Anderson Me-
morial Scholarship. Former Washington
Post reporter John W. Anderson established

Annual Senior Prom
The T.C. Williams School Student Government
Association and the Alexandria Successful Aging
Committee co-sponsored the recent annual
“Senior Prom – a Dance for All Ages.” More than
100 seniors attended the event, with grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren, and over 30 TC
students in attendance at the inter-generational
evening.

The “Electric
Slide” gets the
party started.

T.C. Williams
students serve a
light fare to area
seniors.

Photos Contributed

the scholarship in 1992 in memory of his
wife, who was a former teacher for Alexan-
dria City Public Schools.

The announcement was the culmination
of the awarding process for SFA during
which $436,000 in scholarships was
awarded to 159 TC seniors. Approximately
85 percent of the scholarship amounts are
given to students with financial need in
addition to showing merit. SFA will also
award approximately $500,000 in renewal
applications to previous TC awardees.

“Our Fall Fund Drive and Spring Gala are

our two signature fundraising efforts,”
Lovain said. “Approximately 93 cents of
every dollar goes right to the scholarship
fund. If we are able to raise $400,000 this
weekend, we’ll be able to give out over $1
million this year.”

Since it was established in 1986, SFA has
awarded $11.5 million to 4,200 students.
In 2015, TC graduates were awarded
$944,000 in scholarships.

According to Lovain, tickets are still avail-
able to the April 23 Spring Gala, which will
be held at the Alexandria Hilton Mark Cen-

ter. “So far we have more than 475 people
attending,” Lovain said. “It’s still the big-
gest party in Alexandria.”

Lovain also noted that online bidding as
already begun for “some really cool” silent
auction items.

“We owe our thanks to the community,”
Lovain said. “Knowing they are there for
the kids and want so much for them to suc-
ceed inspires us all.”

For tickets or more information, call 703-
824-6730 or visit www.AlexScholarship
Fund.org.
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VARIETY
STORE

Est. 1958

Experience
the Nostalgia
of an old-time

Five & Dime Store

“If we don’t have it,
you don’t need it.”

Hollin Hall
Shopping Center

7902 Fort Hunt Rd.,
Alexandria, VA 22308

703-765-4110
hhvs@vacoxmail.com

To honor Mom on Mother’s Day, send us your favorite snapshots of you with your
Mom and The Alexandria Gazette Packet will publish them in our Mother’s Day issue.
Be sure to include some information about what’s going on in the photo, plus your
name and phone number and town of residence. To e-mail digital photos, send to:

editors@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:

The Alexandria Gazette Packet, “Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,”
1606 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314

Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a stamped, self-addressed envelope,
but please don’t send us anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”

News

See Torpedo Factory,  Page 26

From Page 1

Management Misfiring at Torpedo Factory?

“The board is very divided between
artists and non-artists. The question
now is: which group is more open to
change and which group is more
determined to do what it wants.”

— Don Viehman, President,
Torpedo Factory Artists’ Association

the mission and vision of the Torpedo Fac-
tory.”

The CPG report claimed that no sound
economic strategy could be suggested with-
out first restructuring the entire leadership
and management of the Torpedo Factory,
ideally into a “single, self-perpetuating op-
erating entity with a governance structure
that is independent of the City of Alexan-
dria.”

Despite the Torpedo Factory managing to
tread water each year with a net profit rang-
ing from $14,784 to $52,955, the CPG re-
port noted that it does not earn enough to
make long-term financial investments, like
a cash reserve or building maintenance.

“Bold and dramatic change is necessary
to reinvigorate the Torpedo Factory and to
create an operating structure that can fo-
cus successfully on a future of vitality, rel-
evance, and sustainability,” said the report.
“[The current structure] has yielded distinct
factions that result in near paralysis in de-
cision making and have made it nearly im-
possible for the [Torpedo Factory Art Cen-
ter Board] to focus on long-term planning/
strategy and productively approach situa-
tions that require consensus. Consensus
decision-making is based on cooperation,
collaboration, inclusiveness, participation,
and seeking agreement — qualities that are

not currently strong on the board of direc-
tors.”

Since the release of the report, the city,
the Torpedo Factory management, and the
Artist’s Association have all been working
to find a way forward. The Arts Center
Board, as well as the Arts Commission,
voted to go forward with the rec-
ommendations of the CPG report,
but Deputy City Manager Emily
Baker noted that the city ultimately
has to approve changes to the
structure of the Torpedo Factory
and the vote was far from unani-
mous.

“Our role is to hear from all the
stakeholders and try to find a way
forward,” said Baker. “We are help-
ing to support that work and to use
the input we’re getting from differ-
ent stakeholders.”

“Some of the actions require city
approval, like streamlining the manage-
ment,” said Diane Ruggiero, deputy direc-
tor of the Office of the Arts. “It’s about try-
ing to find a balance. Change is frightening
for some folks, I get it, but the city is com-
pletely committed to the Torpedo Factory.”

Suzanne Bethel, executive director of the
Art League, the largest single tenant of the
Torpedo Factory, said that the Torpedo Fac-
tory board is still very much in the plan-

ning stages of figuring out governance of
the building. Even if the city approves the
recommendations of the CPG report, ques-
tions still remain about how those changes
would be implemented.

“It’s going to be all about how this is in-
stituted, how we get from where we are to

there,” said Bethel. “That’s going to be
where the rubber hits the road. I’ll be curi-
ous.”

The moves to streamline the Torpedo Fac-
tory management have faced stiff opposi-
tion from the artists in the Torpedo Factory,
who feel the new structure would cut them
out of the decision-making process for a
community they built.

“My hope is that the Torpedo Factory goes

on in the form that it is now,” said Don
Viehman, president of the Torpedo Factory
Artists’ Association. “My desire is that, what-
ever the new form of management is, the
artists who are in the studios retain some
decision-making authority about what hap-
pens. It’s a community we built, and it’s the

artists who did the work and built
the institution.”

If the CPG report recommenda-
tions are approved, which specifi-
cally reference the artists and
management as central to the
“culture of dysfunction,” keeping
artists at the helm of the Torpedo
Factory seems unlikely. But
Viehman argued that the findings
of the report are built on a faulty
premise and poor research.

“In understanding the Torpedo
Factory, it’s important to under-
stand that it’s a complex institu-

tion,” said Viehman. “That’s one of the prob-
lems with the CPG report, that understand-
ing was not really achieved.”

Viehman argued that there’s three layers
to understanding the financial sustainability
of the Torpedo Factory. The first is that the
building is old, and the repair of it was the
central piece that kicked off the whole CPG
study process, but that’s a capital expense
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From Page 6

The Thrill of Victory

Ryan and Laura Fannon
with Laura’s father Gene
Finnegan following
Villanova’s victory over
Oklahoma to advance to the
NCAA championship game.

Brothers Ryan and Frank Fannon
celebrate following the Villanova
victory in the NCAA championship
game April 4 in Houston.

Ryan Fannon and his family
gather for a photo prior to the
April 9 victory party at the home
of his brother Frank Fannon. With
Ryan are his wife Laura and
children Ryan Jr., 8, Maggie, 6,
and Grace, 18 months.

Ryan Fannon, sporting his
Final Four ring from 2009,
recalls his experience as
the voice of Villanova
basketball during the
team’s championship run.

Photo by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Villanova ’94 graduate Henry Wallmeyer, second from
right, celebrates the Wildcats win with his wife Jonelle
and children Mary Francis, 10, and Nicklaus, 8, at the
Alexandria home of Frank Fannon.

Alexandria home of Frank Fannon, Ryan’s older
brother. “Ever since I was a kid, this is what I have
wanted to do,”

A 1989 graduate of Bishop Ireton High School,
Fannon began working at the student radio station
while studying at Villanova. When he graduated in
1993, he was asked to throw his name in the hat for
an opening on the sports broadcast team.

“I have been doing Villanova football for 23 years
now,” Fannon said. “Five years later I was asked to
join the basketball broadcasts.”

Despite the time and travel commitment, this is a
part-time job for Fannon, who is the director of Ad-
vancement for Bishop Ireton. A wife and three young
children add to Fannon’s balancing act.

“My wife Laura is incredible,” said Fannon as his
eyes welled up. “She’s amazing. When we got mar-
ried she said ‘Ryan, I know this is what you have
always wanted to do. So even though it might get
crazy and chaotic, I’ll always support you.’”

The couple, who married in 2007, met when Laura
Fannon was working at Bishop Ireton as the director
of Student Activities.

“Ryan was already doing play by play when we
met,” she said. “It has always been a part of our rela-
tionship. It’s something he loves so much so I was
prepared to find a way to make this work.”

When Villanova advanced to the Final Four, Laura
Fannon was in Florida for Easter break with her 88-
year-old father and three children: Ryan Jr., 8,
Maggie, 6, and Grace, 18 months.

“You can only be so spontaneous when you have
three small children,” Laura Fannon laughed. “But
my dad is from Upstate New York and had never been
to a Final Four. So when Syracuse beat Virginia, I
called Ryan, packed up the kids and together we
drove 22 hours over two days to get to Houston.”

Laura Fannon admits she was “a nervous wreck”
the last five minutes of the championship game.

“I thought the momentum had switched to North
Carolina,” she said. “But when Jenkins hit that 3-
pointer, I was jumping up and down and crying at
the same time. My kids had never seen me react that

way. There was so much emotion
in that one shot — 18 years of
preparation for Ryan and then this
perfect ending to his story.”

The storybook week continued
when Villanova coach Jay Wright
asked Fannon to emcee the team’s
victory parade April 8 in Philadel-
phia.

“It was such an honor to see
Ryan up there introducing the
mayor of Philadelphia,” Laura
Fannon said. “So many of Ryan’s
dreams came true this week —
calling a national title game then
seeing his team win it all. I am so
proud to be his wife and happy
that we were able to share this
experience as a family.”

Calling the week “surreal,”
Fannon agreed.

“Outside of my wedding day and
my kids being born, my family
being with me on this run has
made it the greatest week of my
life,” he said.

Fannon is a fan of Wright, who
was able to keep the players fo-
cused on the “name in front of the
jersey, not the back of the jersey.”

“All year Coach Wright got these
kids to focus on the team and not
themselves,” Fannon said. “So
even though I sounded excited at
the end of the game, I actually felt
calm because I knew Archie
[Arcidiacono] would make the
right play. What an ending to an
incredible journey.”
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MS program
in Biotechnology

http://biotechnology.georgetown.edu

One year with rolling admission

Fall 2016 deadline is 5/1/16

Contact the Program Coordinator for details

202-687-1070

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd Catholic
Church Mass Schedule

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385 • www.gs-cc.org

Saturday:
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass
(en Español)
Sunday:
7:30 am; 9:00 am
(with Sign Language
Interpreter and
Children’s Liturgy of
the Word); 10:30 am;
12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm
(en Español); 6:30 pm

Monday-
Saturday:
9:00 am Mass
(Rosary at 8:30 am)

En Español:
Monday, 6:30 pm;
Thursday, 7:30 pm;
First Friday, 7:30 pm

Join us for the Year of Mercy

By Marilyn Campbell

Gazette Packet

S
areth Meas says that her daughters, Alicia
and Reaksa Keo, are bright students, but they
were not reaching their full academic po-
tential in their local public school. Because

of her limited finances, private schools were not an
option for her family.

After Meas learned about a program designed to
promote academic achievement for deserving stu-
dents, she was able to send Alicia and Reaksa to Al-
exandria County Day School (ACDS). Since then she
has seen a world of difference in her daughters’ learn-
ing environment and their academic success.

“[Public school] classes were a lot bigger and kids
tended to become a lot more distracted, rather than
at ACDS, where classes only have 12-14 kids in the
room,” said Meas.

Meas’ daughters are enrolled in the Emerging
Scholars program, which is based in Arlington. It was
founded in 2002 by a group of educators from local
independent schools. Its current executive director,
Ruth Hazel Little, realized there were many talented
students who would benefit from a private school
education, but were not able to afford their tuition
due to financial constraints.

“At that time, I was the admission
director at a local independent
school. We found that those stu-
dents who had been admitted with
significant financial need never
fully assimilated to the environ-
ment and never felt part of the com-
munity,” said Little. “Our goal was
to welcome this group of diverse students into our
schools and provide them with a platform for their
success.”

Emerging Scholars identifies students who dem-
onstrate academic promise, prepares them both aca-
demically and socially for the rigors of some of the
area’s top independent schools and assists them with
the application process.

Candidates apply and are admitted during fourth
grade. To prepare for an academically demanding
private school environment, students complete sev-
eral requirements, including participation in a seven-
week session during the summer before their fifth
grade year. They also attend Saturday classes dur-
ing fifth grade at their current school. After com-
pleting the requirements, the students will be eli-
gible to enroll in one of the independent schools with
which Emerging Scholars partners.

Students are given need-based financial aid and
are assisted with the application process by Emerg-
ing Scholars staff. Local educators say the program
helps remove some of the barriers to receiving a top
quality education that some underserved students
might face when transitioning to a private school.

“When they arrive they’re prepared both socially
and academically for engagement within an inde-

pendent school community,” said Scott Baytosh, Head
of School at Alexandria Country Day School. “The
students view themselves differently and value a
community where being a good student and learn-
ing are highly valued. Their perspective changes and
they have an opportunity to blossom.”

Little says that Emerging Scholars partners with
independent schools because she finds they offer a
combination of high academic standards, personal
accountability and small class sizes which allow for

individual attention. Part of the
training and preparation includes
parents as well as students.

“We also require that a family
member participate in the pro-
gram,” said Little. “We truly believe
parents are an integral part of the
process, so we hold parent work-

shops, which help to reinforce our academic and lead-
ership expectations. As a result, we’ve found that
we’re actually changing a family, not just the child.”

Statistics and success stories underscore the valid-
ity of the Emerging Scholars philosophy. “The proof
is that we’ve graduated almost 200 students from
Emerging Scholars,” said Little. “Our oldest … schol-
ars are now seniors in college. They are attending
top colleges and universities. One hundred percent
of our students who graduate from independent
schools are accepted into college, compared to the
national average of about 70 percent.”

One recent Emerging Scholars graduate was ac-
cepted into all of the 13 colleges to which she ap-
plied. “Many were Ivy Leagues,” Little said. “She
ended-up accepting a full scholarship at Columbia
University, where she is on the dean’s list.”

 Little shared two other success stories. “We have
a young man who graduated from Thomas Jefferson
High School and is currently studying medicine at
UVA.” And a female student who is interested in
studying neuroscience received early acceptance to
Northwestern University.

Meas says that Reaksa has been accepted into
two local Catholic high schools and is close to
making a decision.

Program offers private
school education to gifted
underserved children.

A Pathway to Success for
Low Income Students

Photo courtesy of Alexandria County Day School

Sixth grade student Alicia Keo and her
sister Reaksa Keo, who is in eighth grade,
attend Alexandria County Day School as
part of the Emerging Scholars program.

Details
For more information on

Emerging Scholars, see http://
www.emergingscholarsprogram.org/
files/home.htm
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Sports
Alexandria Gazette Packet Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-752-4031 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

A
s senior members of the Mount
Vernon boys’ lacrosse team were
honored prior to Tuesday’s game
against T.C. Williams, some of

the Majors’ favorite memories were shared
with those in attendance.

On more than one occasion, a player’s
memorable moment was last year’s 12-11
victory over the Titans, during which the
Majors overcame a 7-1 deficit at Minnie
Howard. The victory was part of a 10-win
season for Mount Vernon that included a
trip to the Conference 13 championship
game.

On this night, however, it would be T.C.
Williams overcoming a deficit to win on its
opponent’s home field.

The Titans outscored the Majors 4-0 dur-
ing the final 5 minutes, 29 seconds and
pulled out an 8-5 victory during the Ma-
jors’ senior night at Mount Vernon High
School.

The win improved T.C. Williams’ record
to 6-3 overall and 4-2 in Conference 7. The
Titans are assured of a first-round home
game in the conference tournament for the
first time since 2007.

“I pointed it out to them before the game
that they should take notice of when a team
says their lasting memory is a come-from-
behind win last year against you,” T.C. Wil-
liams head coach Mike Mulherin said. “[I
told them] ‘You need to pay them back’ and
they did.”

The Majors entered the fourth quarter
with a 5-4 advantage but failed to add to
their lead. With 7:29 remaining, a Mount
Vernon player received a two-minute, non-
releasable penalty for slashing, which

opened the door for T.C. Williams.
Playing a man up, TC junior midfielder

Sammy Zang’s goal with 6:56 on the clock
tied the score at 5 and ended a Titan score-
less drought of nearly 27 minutes.

Near the end of TC’s man advantage, se-
nior Dilllon Smith assisted senior Billy
Donohue with what proved to be the game-
winning goal with 5:29 remaining.

“I thought it would get them energized
because they’re pretty confident in those
situations when they’re a man up,” Mulherin
said. “We hadn’t had a penalty really all
night long to capitalize on, so [it was] a
huge momentum swing when we got that
second goal from Billy. Once we got that
and recaptured the lead, you could see the
momentum coming our way.”

Four days earlier, the Titans took advan-
tage of a non-releasable penalty during a
16-4 win over Forest Park.

“When you’re man-up, it’s nothing else
but goals,” Zang said. “You’ve got to score
every single time. That’s what we want to
do. We don’t accept anything less.”

Mount Vernon head coach Dan Convery
didn’t agree with the penalty.

“That was the biggest swing of the game,”
Convery said. “That’s what cost us the game.

… It shouldn’t be a two-minute, non-releas-
able call. He didn’t swing it like a baseball
bat, he didn’t come down hard on it, it
should have just been a one-minute, releas-
able penalty. … [It was a] horrible call.”

Zang led T.C. Williams with three goals.
Sophomore attackman Brody Dickson fin-
ished with two goals, and senior midfielder
Scott Passalugo, senior attackman Phillip
Reilly and Donohue each had one.

Junior goalie Pat Clark had seven saves.
T.C. Williams has five regular season

games remaining. The Titans haven’t had a
winning season since 2007 and haven’t
qualified for the region tournament since
2011.

Mulherin said this year’s team has im-
proved its skill level through offseason
work.

“[There is a] reputation of TC being a
physical team and just a bunch of guys that
are out there playing tough lacrosse,”
Mulherin said. “We wanted to be a skill team
and I think they’ve shown that this year and
the win-loss record has kind of demon-
strated it, as well.”

Donohue said the Titans have a different
attitude this season.

“In past years, it’s really been kind of a

down-on-you team,” Donohue said. “When
we make mistakes we kind of dog each
other on it. This year, we’re definitely do-
ing different things with that. We’ve got
young leadership with Sammy and then the
rest are [senior] captains. … We’re over
.500 because we’re not yelling at each other.
… We’re encouraging rather than scolding.”

Zang, Reilly, Passalugo, Donohue and
Smith are TC captains.

The loss dropped Mount Vernon’s record
to 1-8 overall and 1-5 in the conference.
It’s the Majors’ first season competing in
Conference 7.

Junior KeShawn Downing led the Majors
with three goals during Tuesday’s loss to
T.C. Williams.

“I think he played great,” Convery said.
“I think he’s been having a great year. [He
is a] second-year player. [I’m] definitely
looking forward to him next year.”

Junior David Gibbs and senior Rick Dob-
son each scored one goal for the Majors.

Senior goalkeeper Trey Fulmer had 12
saves for the Majors.

T.C. Williams will travel to take on
Potomac Falls at 7:15 p.m. on Thursday,
April 21. Mount Vernon will travel to face
Annandale at 7:15 p.m. on Friday, April 29.

TC Boys’ Lax Comes Back to Beat Mount Vernon
Titans outscore
Majors 4-0 during
final 5:29.

T.C. Williams junior Sammy Zang finished with three
goals against Mount Vernon on Tuesday.

Sophomore attackman Brody Dickson, left, scored T.C.
Williams’ first two goals during the Titans’ 8-5 win
over Mount Vernon on Tuesday.

P
h
o

t
o

s
 
b
y
 
C

r
a
i
g
 
S
t
e
r
b
u
t
z
e
l
/
G

a
z
e
t
t
e
 
P
a
c
k
e
t

T
he T.C. Williams crew
team turned in another
powerful performance on

April 16, with seven Titan boats
winning their races at the Darrell
Winslow Regatta in Lorton.

Raced on the Occoquan Reser-
voir 15 miles south of Washington,
the Darrell Winslow is one of the
largest regattas of the early spring
season. About 1,700 rowers took
to the water this past Saturday
representing schools from around
the area. Against this large, com-
petitive field, the Titan Crew ex-
celled. T.C. boats won seven races,
capturing top honors in four cat-
egories: men’s second four,
women’s second varsity eight,
women’s varsity lightweight eight,

and women’s freshman eight.
Leading the way for T.C. Will-

iams was the boys’ first varsity 4
boat, which sprinted down the
1,500-meter course to win its heat
and later took fourth place over-
all in the category, with a time of
5:28.0. The boys’ second 4 boat,
with four rowers and a coxswain,
then powered down the course to
claim victory overall in its cat-
egory, with a time of 5:39.7, 2 sec-
onds ahead of Langley.

Leading for the Titan girls was
the girls’ first varsity 8, which won
its heat and took fourth overall in
the category of top female boat in
the region. The girls’ second var-
sity 8 then proved its strength with
a strong finish that earned it an

impressive first-place finish, with
a time of 5:09.4, about three sec-
onds ahead of McLean High
School. Continuing the winning
streak, the girls’ varsity light-
weight 8 charged down the course
to win the most decisive victory of
the day, with a time of 5:26.1, al-
most twenty seconds ahead of
closest competitor Lake Braddock.
The girls’ freshman 8 turned on
power as it raced down the 1,500
meter course, capturing first place
in its category with a time of
5:40.3, about 9 seconds ahead of
Lake Braddock. The girls’ junior 8
also clinched first place in its heat,
taking third overall in its category,
with a time of 5:51.5.

Showing the depth of the Titan

crew team, the girls’ fourth 8 cap-
tured second place in its category,
the girls’ novice boat won second
place in its flight, and the boys’
novice 8 powered down the course
for a third place in its flight.

The Titan girls are returning to
St. Andrew’s School in
Middletown, Delaware, next
weekend for their third competi-

tion at Noxontown Pond. Both the
T.C. crew boys and girls will be
competing at the Charlie Butt Re-
gatta on the Georgetown water-
front on Saturday, April 30. For
more information on the team and
the schedule, visit
www.tcwcrew.org or Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/
alexandria.crewboosters.

T.C. Williams Crew Racks Up Wins The T.C. boys’
second 4 boat
celebrates its
win at the
Darrell Winslow
regatta: Kai
Linehan (cox-
swain), Anthony
Burke, Kevin
Maldonado
Aguilar, Asher
Elkins, and
Julien Depeyrot.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NUMBER 16-03-07

The Alexandria City School Board dba Alexandria City Public 
Schools is seeking proposals for a Recording, Archiving, En-
coding & Streaming Video at ACPS Schools.

Emailed Proposals with the notation RFP# 16-03-07 Record-
ing, Archiving, Encoding & Streaming Video will be received in 
the Central Procurement Office, 1340 Braddock Place, Suite 
620, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, on or before 3:00 pm, May 6, 
2016. The time of receipt shall be determined by the
time clock stamp in the email. RFP documents may be 
obtained at the above Procurement Office or by calling 703-
619-8162, or by downloading the RFP from the ACPS website 
at
http://www.acps.k12.va.us/financial-services/purchasing/

All questions answered will be posted as an addendum to the 
ACPS web site. No submitted proposal may be withdrawn for a 
period of ninety (90) days after the opening of proposals 
except as may be set forth in the RFP.

ACPS reserves the right to cancel this RFP and/or reject any 
or all proposals and to waive any informalities in any proposal.

Gerald W. Amacker (Jerry)
ACPS Senior Buyer

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to members of the NY, nonprofit, Ameri-
can Society of Clinical Oncology, Inc. (ASCO), that eligible AS-
CO members may vote by proxy ballot on a proposed set of 
amendments to the ASCO Bylaws through ASCO’s official 
website, www.asco.org/bylaws-vote between April 22 and May 
23, 2016. Completed proxy ballots will be delivered to the AS-
CO President or her designee for to be cast at a special mem-
bers’ meeting to be held on Thursday, May 26, 2016, from 
9:30-10:00 AM, Eastern Time, USA, at ASCO Headquarters, 
2318 Mill Road, Suite 800, Alexandria, VA 22314.  Members 
with questions can email ASCOBylaws@asco.org or call 571-
483-1316

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY

Retired US Army CW3 Walter R. Fabinsky, age 99, 
died  Saturday, April 16, 2016, at INOVA Alexandria hospital, 
following a brief illness. 

He was a veteran of WWII and the Korean Conflict. 

Mr. Fabinsky is survived by his son, Walter, Jr., and daughter-
in-law, Betsy, of Sewalls Point, Florida. He also leaves behind 
a grandson, Christopher.

An open-casket viewing will be held Saturday, April 23, at 
Everly-Wheatley Funeral Home, 1500 W Braddock Road, 
Alexandria, VA, from 3 to 5 PM. 

He will be interred at a future date in Arlington National 
Cemetery.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY
Sandra Lee Conley

On April 13, 2016 Sandra Lee passed away peacefully and 
gently at her home surrounded by her loving, faithful friends 
and her devoted son, Rudy. She bravely struggled with adult 
lymphoblastic leukemia for the past year and she was valiant in 
her efforts. A proud Kentucky woman and educator, Sandra
significantly touched the lives of all she met. Services were 
held at Christ Church on Wednesday, April 20, 2016 at 11 
a.m., 118 N. Washington St., Alexandria, VA. Interment will be 
at Highland Memorial Park in Kentucky at a later date. In lieu of 
flowers memorial donations may be made in Sandra’s name to 
a charity of your choosing. Additional information may
be found at www.everlywheatley.com.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

Multi-Family Yard Sale in 
MASON HILL 22307

Saturday, April 23  9am until 1:00

Something for everyone:
Furniture, toys, household, decor and more!

Rain date: Sunday, April 24

28 Yard Sales 28 Yard Sales

JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of 
section 4-1-16 of the code of 

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department 
located at 3600 Wheeler Ave-
nue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 

now in possession of un-
claimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, 

scooters, and other items. All 
persons having valid claim to 

the property should file a claim 
to the property with reasona-
ble proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, 
converted or donated. For a 

complete listing go to 
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Proper-
ty Section at (703) 746-6709.

29 Misc. for Sale

Brand NEW Queen PillowTop
Mattress Set, never used

unopened factory plastic $250. 
Steve 703-628-3306

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

571-723-0377

Handyman Services
Home Remodeling

Interior / Exterior Jobs
Excellent References

www.houzz.com/pro/mauro-cacace/__public

HOME REPAIR & IMPROVEMENT
Quality Affordable Workmanship

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

THE MAGIC GARDENER
703-328-2270 or 703-581-4951

Licensed            Insured

Spring Clean-up, Mulching,
Sod, Lawn Care, Fertilizing,

Tree Cutting, Handyman work
Call us Today and Get 20% OFF

on Hardwood Mulching and Any Job Higher Than $300.00

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

MASONRY MASONRY

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

CHESAPEAKE/POTOMAC
WINDOW CLEANING Co.

Licensed  703-356-4459  Insured

Residential Specialist
Family owned/operated

Working Owners Assures Quality
No Hidden Fees/No Broken Window Springs

30 yrs Experience in local area.

WINDOWS & GLASS WINDOWS & GLASS

LANDSCAPING

SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Hauling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

I believe the
future is only 

the past again,
entered through

another gate.
-Arthur Wing

Pinero

EmploymentEmployment

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available
in reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults
considering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

News

From Page 21

Torpedo Factory
and isn’t really tied to ongoing expenses.

“If viability means capital improvement
of the building, there are a number of ways
to achieve that,” said Viehman, “but that’s
not what most people mean when they
think about viability. They think about op-
erating costs, which on a day-to-day basis
are currently covered. Nobody is in the red,
it’s all in the black, and most of that comes
from artists’ rent.”

The third point, and the one Viehman said
was not considered in the report, is creative
economy.

“People come to the Torpedo Factory and
enjoy the space, they use the facilities of
the building, but the entrance is free,” said
Viehman. They spend their money on park-
ing or food and lunch. We provide the ser-
vice that entertains them but we don’t nec-
essarily get the economic benefit of that.
That’s a broader benefit that we help to
provide.”

So why the CPG study? While the Tor-
pedo Factory breaks even on operating
costs, Viehman said he believes the city
wants to make the site more profitable as
the city redevelops the entire area as part
of the upcoming Waterfront redevelopment
plan.

“The city is looking to make more money
off of this building, and that’s something
we can all discuss and work towards, but
they need to be specific about what they
need,” said Viehman.

There’s one area where Viehman agrees
with the report, and seemingly with the city:
the current structure is not ideal, but

“... That’s something we
can all discuss and work
towards, but they need to
be specific about what
they need.”

— Don Viehman, President,
Torpedo Factory Artists’ Association

Viehman believes improvements can be
made without eliminating the entire system.

“The board is very divided between art-
ists and non-artists,” said Viehman. “The
question now is: which group is more open
to change and which group is more deter-
mined to do what it wants.”

Currently, a working group is examining
the potential implementation of the CPG
report’s suggestions.

“The working group is trying to break
down some of that distrust and come up
with a plan,” said Viehman. “It’s hard work
and it’s time consuming, and there are
people who would not want [that compro-
mise] to happen.”

Baker said no schedule has been estab-
lished, but that a recommendation to the
city will likely be forthcoming soon.

“It’s a flexible [time frame],” said
Ruggiero. “It doesn’t have to change tomor-
row, but we also don’t want it to linger.”
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

703-684-0700 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

ToyotaOwnersOnline.com

29 YEARS OF
RECEIVING

THIS
HONOR

1 OF 4
DEALERSHIPS

IN THE NATION
TO RECEIVE THIS HONOR

SPRING
SAVINGS

New RAV4s, Priuses
Scion IMs and IAs
ALL ON SALE

LIKE NEVER BEFORE
Spring is here and so are the SAVINGS!
Ask one of our sales managers, George,

Mike, Yared or Rocky
703-684-0700

WE ARE HERE
TO MAKE DEALS!

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

Make your next service appointment at:

alexandriatoyota.com

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com
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NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.
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