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Suzie Q, at only 15
months old, shows
everyone of all species,
just how it’s done at
the Chesapeake Dock
Dogs exhibition event
at Lake Anne. Owner
Gary Neubaum of
Germantown, Md., says
she made her interest
in the sport quite clear
with an unexpected
leap into the Finger
Lakes of New York
during a visit.
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News

By Ken Moore

The Connection

A
 majority of The Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors voiced sup-
port last week for including a
Meals Tax Referendum as part of

the 2016 General Election. They hope that
a meals tax could provide additional rev-
enue to support schools, without putting ad-
ditional burden on homeowners with the
property tax.

The debate and final vote is scheduled
for the Board’s June 7 session. Then it could
be up to voters.

“If this is approved, it will be new rev-
enue. It’s diversified revenue,” said Lee Dis-
trict Supervisor Jeff McKay. “I want to put
it on the ballot. Ask the voters.”

“We have an opportunity here,” said
Mount Vernon Supervisor Dan Storck.

“This is a tool used by cities and towns
within and adjacent to Fairfax County,” said
Hunter Mill Supervisor Catherine Hudgins.
“It is time for Fairfax County to join these
counties and begin diversifying our revenue
sources.”

“We have a coalition of groups to advo-
cate for the meals tax,” said Chairman
Sharon Bulova. Bulova and Dranesville Su-
pervisor John W. Foust advocated designat-
ing 80 percent of the money collected in a
meals tax to Fairfax County Public Schools,
and 20 percent to capital improvement
projects.

In fact, the Board’s budget committee
approved by majority vote a ballot question
based on a 70-30 split.

“I think this is likely to be the ballot ques-
tion,” said Budget Committee chairman Jeff
McKay.

School advocates are front and center in
supporting a meals tax, believing it will help
bridge funding shortfalls.

“The community is ready to support this,”
said Pat Hynes, chairman of the Fairfax
County school board, and the representa-
tive from Hunter Mill.

“Referendums focused on schools and
capital improvements prove the ones most
likely to pass,” Hynes said, citing recent
referenda on meals tax elsewhere in Vir-
ginia.

NOT SO FAST. Springfield Supervisor Pat
Herrity ensured another point of view.

“There is an advocacy group forming on
the other side, chambers and restaurants,”
said Herrity, pointing out that it is actually

in addition to a six percent sales tax already
collected on meals.

“Certainly from the chamber’s point of
view, we don’t want to see any tax that
singles out any industry,” said Jim Corcoran,
president of the Northern Virginia Cham-
ber of Commerce.

A potential four percent meals tax could
create $96 million annually in additional
revenue for the county, more than $20 mil-
lion from non-county residents.

“Let’s look at the equation on both sides,”
said Corcoran.

“It does not send the right message to
businesses,” many who make Fairfax County
their headquarters, he said. “We have de-
veloped a business-friendly environment,
internationally.”

A “domino effect” could quickly erase rev-
enue generated by the meals in loss of busi-
ness and tourism, said Corcoran.

“The average taxpayer is not going to get
tax relief. We’re hearing our real estate taxes
are getting higher and higher. This isn’t
going to alleviate that,” said Providence
District Supervisor Linda Smyth.

“If people think the meals tax is coming
on top of an increasing property tax, it will
fail. Maybe it should fail,” said Braddock
Supervisor John Cook.

The Greater Reston Chamber, according
to its CEO and President Mark S. Ingrao,
“has a long held position by our members
of opposing single-industry taxes particu-
larly if they do not benefit the industry be-
ing taxed.”

Ingrao said the Reston Chamber advo-

tax on the county; the Board could vote of-
ficially to prove or not approve the ballot
question.

In 2008, Loudoun County held a referen-
dum for a meals tax in November 2008 to
fund new school construction, but it failed
by a 70-30 percent vote.

In 2013, Henrico and Middlesex counties
approved meals tax referendums. A similar
effort in Chesterfield failed to pass.

“The meals tax ballot questions that have
been approved are the ones that tell you
where the money is going, and where it will
go to schools and capital improvements,”
said McKay.

The Town of Herndon passed its meals
tax in 2003.

“We estimated $900,000, and it generated
$900,279. Not bad for estimating something
right out of the chute,” said Mary Tuohy,
the Town’s director of finance.

Herndon Town Council increased the rate
from 1.5 to 2.5 percent in 2011, and di-
rected funding to major Herndon down-
town infrastructure projects. Herndon also
uses the meals tax to promote its restau-
rants and dineONHerndon campaign, ac-
cording to Town’s spokesman Anne Curtis.

The Town’s tax preempts a county tax,
said Curtis and Tuohy, “and in fact was one
of the reasons it was enacted in Herndon in
the first place,” said Curtis.

If county voters approve a meals tax,
implementation could occur by July 1, 2017.

cated for additional funding for education
at this year’s General Assembly by support-
ing the restoration of Cost-of-Compete-Ad-
justment (COCA). “COCA recognizes that
the costs of hiring and retaining teachers
in northern Virginia is more expensive than
in other parts of the state and the Chamber
was part of a partnership that secured $34.4
million this year,” he said.

McLEAN CITIZENS ASSOCIATION sup-
ports looking at alternative revenue sources
including a possible meals tax. MCA passed
a resolution in March urging the Board of
Supervisors to look at “other opportunities
for revenue improvement.”

“So we get to share the fun with others,”
said Dale Stein, MCA’s chairman of the bud-
get committee. “Why does everything need
to “be on the back of the real estate tax,”
he said.

David Edelman, of the The Fairfax County
Council of PTA’s, said, “Our main concern
is getting sustainable funding for schools
and unfortunately there aren’t many options
available to us.”

“We’ll definitely get the message out there
if the Board of Supervisors puts it on the
ballot,” he said.

THE BOARD of Supervisors would adopt
a Resolution directing the County Attorney
to file a petition with the Circuit Court by
July 26.

The Board of Supervisors will meet on
June 7 and instruct County staff to prepare
documentation on the impact of the meals

Board of Supervisors
potentially set to
approve meals tax
ballot question on
June 7.

Meals Tax? Ballot Possibility

Meals Tax History
By the Numbers
1992
A county meals tax was defeated by referendum in

April 1992.

102,000
Voters cast votes in the 1992 referendum, which

was approximately 25 percent of registered
voters.

58
Percent of the voters voted against the potential

meals tax in 1992.

2004
Legislation to exempt Fairfax County from the voter

referendum requirement on a meals tax passed
the Virginia Senate but failed to pass the house.

2008
Loudoun County held a referendum for a meals tax

in November 2008 to fund new school
construction, but it failed by a 70-30 percent
vote.

2013
Henrico and Middlesex counties approved meals tax

referendums. A similar effort in Chesterfield
failed to pass.

$96 Million Revenue
A one percent meals tax in Fairfax County would generate an estimated $24 million in new rev-

enue in Fairfax County; at the maximum 4 percent rate, a county meals tax would generate
approximately $96 million annually.

The following jurisdictions imposed a four percent meals tax on top of the 6 percent sales tax.
Note: Montgomery County, Md. does not impose a meals tax but imposes a sales tax of 6 percent.

Locality Sales Tax Meals Tax Rate Estimated
Meals Tax Revenue

Alexandria 6% 4% $17.8 million
Arlington 6% 4% $37.1 million
Falls Church 6% 4% $2.9 million
Fairfax City 6% 4% $6 million
Herndon 6% 4% $2.1 million
Vienna 6% 4% $2.5 million
D.C. 0% 10% $378.9 million

Meals Tax
A possible meals tax could go to voters via ref-

erendum in the Nov. 8, 2016 general election.
Under state law, the county would keep 100
percent of revenue generated by a meals tax.
Counties can impose a meals tax if voters approve
via referendum. If voters approve a meals tax,
implementation could occur by July 1, 2017.

“Other [possible] opportunities for revenue
improvement: higher hotel occupancy taxes paid
by hotel patrons, a higher cigarette tax
consistent with the practice of surrounding
localities, an admissions tax to places of
amusement or entertainment, the possibility of a
meals tax, and a re-evaluation of permit and
user fees, set consistently to fully recover costs.”

— McLean Citizens Association Resolution

Reston Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or reston@connectionnewspapers.com



4  ❖  Reston Connection  ❖  May 18-24, 2016 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

21800 Towncenter Plaza
Sterling, VA 20164
703-450-5453

1051 Edwards Ferry Road
Leesburg, VA 20176
703-771-4688www.sterlingappliance.com

Commercial Burglary - 700 block of
Clubhouse Road, May 7, 1 a.m. Police re-
sponded to a business for a burglary alarm.
Responding officers located a door open and
while waiting for K-9 to respond, a man was
seen walking away from the business with
a backpack. Further investigation revealed
that the man had allegedly been inside the
business and taken property. A juvenile was
arrested and charged with burglary.

Robbery - 12000 block of Sunset Hills
Road, May 8, 9:30 p.m. The victim was
walking on a trail when two men pushed
him to the ground and took his property
and fled. The suspects were described as

Hispanic, late teens to early twenties, ap-
proximately 5-feet-8-inches to 5-feet-11
inches, wearing dark clothing.

Robbery - 11100 block of South Lakes
Drive. May 11, around 3 a.m. Two men
robbed a gas station employee, a 35-year-
old man. The suspects entered the business,
one allegedly displayed a gun and demanded
money. They took an undisclosed amount of
cash and fled. The suspects were described
as black, in their 20s or 30s, between 5 feet
6 inches and 5-feet-8 inches tall and 150 to
160 pounds. Both wore dark-colored cloth-
ing and their faces were covered. The victim
did not require medical attention.

Notable incidents from the Fairfax County
Police blotter from May 6-13.

Reston Crime Reports

Reston Zoo is now Roer’s Zoofari. Its
new owners are Vanellsa Stoffel and
Jacob Roer.

“Caring for animals has been an im-
portant part of our lives,” said Roer, a
third generation Arizona rancher, “Being
able to share that experience with this
community is a dream come true.”

The zoo will continue to offer hands-
on, educational encounters for those of
all ages. “We are very excited to join the
greater Reston community as a venue for

learning about animals through discov-
ery,” said Stoffel, who previously helped
open and operate Bearizona Wildlife Park
in Williams, Arizona.

Zoo opens at 9 a.m. daily and offers
its last safari wagon ride at 5 p.m. It is
located at the corner of Hunter’s Mill
Road and Baron Cameron Drive in
Vienna.

For more information call 607-757-
6222 or go online to
www.roerszoofari.com.

Reston Zoo is now Roer’s Zoofari
Week in Reston
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Date and Time: Location:
5/24/2016 at 6:30 PM Mon Ami Gabi

11950 Democracy Drive
Speaker: Reston, VA 20190
James Simsarian, MD
Neurology Center of Fairfax Event Code: TR364212 (1313770)

PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN EDUCATIONAL EVENT.
Hear from an MS expert and learn about

an oral treatment option for relapsing MS.

Copyright ©2015
GZUS.MS.15.05.1423(2)

PLEASE RSVP*:
• RelapsingMultipleSclerosisEvents.com
• 1-866-703-6293
• MSRSVP@ahmdirect.com

*Registration is limited to two people per RSVP.
 Photo ID may be requested at event entrance.

 Complimentary parking or valet available.
 A light meal or snack may be provided.
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Opinion

L
ocal governments pay for almost all
of local services, including schools,
by taxing a single industry, property
owners.

In Fairfax County, property taxes pay for 65
percent of the budget. In Arlington, which has
more revenue options as an urban county, prop-
erty taxes pay for 57 percent of everything. In
the City of Alexandria, property taxes pay for
58 percent.

It costs more every year to provide a consis-
tent level of services, and the sources of rev-
enue available to local governments in
Virginia are very limited, forcing an
outsized reliance on property taxes.
The reason is that localities in Virginia
have only the power explicitly given to them
by the General Assembly, and the General As-
sembly allows very few options for localities
to collect revenue.

Alexandria and Arlington already have a 4
percent meals tax on top of the 6 percent sales
tax, and it’s evident that the robust restaurant
scene in both areas has not suffered as a re-
sult. Would-be diners do not drive to Fairfax
County to avoid the tax. But whether Fairfax
County can collect a meals tax will be up to
voters in November, pending the Board of Su-
pervisors putting the question on the ballot.

A meals tax is not a silver bullet, but it does
add one more source of revenue. A 4-cent
meals tax is roughly equivalent to the 4-cent
increase in property taxes that Fairfax County
residents will face this year. But the property
tax is levied on people with no relationship to
their ability to pay. The meals tax is related to
spending, a more progressive approach, and
will also collect taxes from non-residents.

This is one of the wealthiest regions in the
country, and the highly educated population
has high expectations. Schools, public safety,

recreational facilities, transportation, human
services and other services and facilities can-
not be allowed to atrophy because real estate
values are flat. The Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors was correct to provide what Chair-
man Sharon Bulova called a “booster shot,”
mostly to schools but also to other needs in
the county.

What is needed for the future is access to
other, more diversified forms of taxes. While it
is a pipe dream given the disposition of the
General Assembly, what is really needed is to
give localities a portion of the income tax. In
the meantime, locals will have to press the state
to pay for its fair share locally, and to allow
increases in cigarette taxes and other possible
sources of revenue.

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Tax Relief for Some
Fairfax County provides real estate tax relief and

car tax relief to citizens who are either 65 or older,
or permanently and totally disabled, and meet the
income and asset eligibility requirements. For an
application, call 703-222-8234, or visit http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dta/taxrelief_home.htm.

An exemption and/or deferral of real estate taxes
is available for qualified Arlington homeowners age
65 and older and certain totally and permanently
disabled homeowners, call 703-228-3920 or visit
https://topics.arlingtonva.us/realestate/taxes-
payments/real-estate-tax-relief/

Residents of the City of Alexandria who are either
65 years of age or older or permanently and totally
disabled by Nov. 15, 2016, may be eligible for the
City’s Real Estate Tax Relief Program for Elderly and
Disabled Persons, call 703-746-3901, Option 6, or
visit https://www.alexandriava.gov/finance/info/
default.aspx?id=2886.

Fairfax County residents
can expect to see meals
tax question on
November ballots.

In Search of
Diversified
Revenue

Editorial

Here it Comes the ‘Tall Oaks Cluster’
To the Editor:

The Tall Oaks developer held an-
other community meeting with
residents. The venue was the old
grocery store space at Tall Oaks Vil-
lage Center. With lighting so inad-
equate you could barely see people
a couple rows in front of you, and
the lack of a portable speaker sys-
tem so everyone could hear what
was being said, it was perfect. Hear
no evil, see no evil and speak no
evil despite community objections

The RCLCO results indicated
that grocery stores cannot be sup-
ported in the Tall Oaks Village Cen-
ter due to lack of access and vis-
ibility from Whiele Ave.

When questioned to whether JAG
or RCLCO had approached the
Commonwealth of Virginia to see
if access to Wiehle Avenue could be
gained the answer was no; despite
indications from the Common-
wealth of Virginia that they would
entertain access to Wiehle depend

Letters to the Editor

to the most current proposal.
The results of the meeting: I

would like to summarize the sa-
lient points made and topics
avoided by the people doing the
presentation.

The representative from RCLCO,
a large nationwide study group for
shopping centers and office build-
ings, spent an inordinate amount
of time covering statistics based on
national statistics. But note, no one
from RCLCO or JAG said how those

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

@RestonConnect
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Reston

national statistics actually relate to
Reston since Reston is a unique
place in the United States, being
the largest HOA in the country. In
other words national statistics are
just that — national. RCLCO per-
formed their study based on pa-
rameters provided by JAG
(Jefferson Apartment Group).
Their claim to fame of managing
500,000 square feet (a good size
warehouse) of commercial space
is a drop in the bucket compared
to companies like JBG another lo-
cal developer. See Letters,  Page 11
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BARBER SHOP

703-707-0040
1675 C Reston Parkway

Hours: Monday–Friday 9 AM to 8 PM
Saturday 8–6 • Sunday 9–6

All Haircuts!

$100

OFF
Located

in Reston
Home
Depot
Center

Walk Ins Welcome

North Reston

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

Celebrating
our 50th

Anniversary

FINGER LAKES OF NEW YORK, July 18-21 ...................................... $1,139
Includes deluxe Motorcoach from Vienna, Rockville or Tysons Metro, 3-nights Ramada
Geneva Lakefront Hotel, Breakfast daily, 3 Dinners & 2 Lunches, Sightseeing, Cruise, Wine
Tasting. Call for detailed Itinerary.
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, Sept. 1-6.......................................................$999
Includes deluxe Motorcoach from Vienna, Tysons Metro or Rockville, 3-nights Opryland Hotel
with daily breakfast, 2-nights, at en route hotels with breakfast, luncheon Cruise, Dinner at
Opryland Grill, grand Ole Opry performance & Backstage tour, Johnny Cash Museum, Ryman
Theatre Tour & much more! Call for details.
PUNTA CANA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, Nov. 13-19....$1,449 All-Inclusive!
Includes charter flight from BWI, 6-nights Riu Palace (5-star), All Meals, Snacks & Beverages
(including alcoholic) 5- Restaurants, Entertainment, Health Club, daily activities. Group trans-
fers to BWI will be offered.

People

Maya Callahan

Young Reston Poet Makes
Anthology

Maya Callahan, 11, of Reston, had a poem selected
for the “2016 Anthology of Poetry by Young Americans,”
a national collection of children’s poetry published in
North Carolina. Maya writes a lot of poetry and recently
read her poems at the Spring Showcase of the Reston
Herndon home school group at the Herndon Library.

Maya’s published poem, an acrostic, is reprinted here.

Leaves
Leaves are flying
Everywhere
As cars go by.
Very crunchy at night as Trick-and treat-

ers walk.
Everyone jumps in them by day and by

evening they are
Swept away by the cars rushing by.

To honor dad on Father’s Day, send us your favorite snapshots
of you with your dad and The Connection will publish them in
our Father’s Day issue. Be sure to include some information
about what’s going on in the photo, plus your name and phone
number and town of residence. To e-mail photos, send to:

editors@connectionnewspapers.com

“Me and My Dad”

lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find
the way. 2. not appreciated
or understood. 3. no longer

owned or known

Adopt
Donate

Volunteer

Award-
Winning
Award-

Winning

E-mail sales@connectionnewspapers.com for more information.

Newspapers & Online
703-778-9431

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com/Advertising

SPECIAL CONNECTIONS CALENDAR
Advertising Deadlines are the previous Thursday unless noted.

JUNE
6/1/2016............................................................Wellbeing
6/8/2016.............................Father’s Day Dining & Gifts
6/8/2016...................................................HomeLifeStyle
6/15/2016...........A+ Graduations & Summer Learning
6/15/2016...........................Father’s Day Dining & Gifts
Father’s Day is June 19
6/29/2016........................................Connection Families
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From left: McLean residents and freshmen at McLean High School Austin
Jensen and Bryce Liquerman, McLean resident and sophomore at Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science and Technology Kai Amelung, School
Board Member At Large Ryan McElveen, Dranesville District School Board
Representative Janie Strauss, and School Board Member At Large Ilryong
Moon showed their support by attending the Relay For Life.

Photos by Danielle Grae/The Connection

By Danielle Grae

The Connection

H
undreds of students from ri-
vals Langley and McLean high
schools walked through the
night of May 14 at Cooper

Middle School during the Relay for Life to
raise money for the American Cancer Soci-
ety (ACS).

“We love our rivalry, but I love how you
can see people from Langley and McLean
meeting each other, becoming friends and
working together for something that’s big-
ger than all of us,” senior and executive di-
rector from McLean High School Emma

Chamberlayne said.
Chamberlayne worked for 12 months

with her Langley High School counterpart,
senior Will Pfadenhauer, and Relay For Life
Community Manager Katie Sue Van
Valkenburg of Oak Hill to oversee a com-
mittee of about 40 students from both
schools to organize the event. The students
recruited local cancer survivors to attend
the event.

The night kicked off with the over 800
participants surrounding the track to cheer
on cancer survivors doing a lap around the
track. Smiles beamed on survivors’ faces as
they ran under bridges of raised arms, hold-
ing hands across the track. But one lap
doesn’t adequately symbolize the long-term

McLean, Langley High Students Unite to Fight Cancer
journey of cancer survivors. A whole night
of having at least one person from a team
at all times on the track represents the on-
going battle.

“This is a never ending thing,” cancer sur-
vivor, Woodbridge resident, and Lorton Se-
nior Center Assistant Director Kimberly
Frengel said, comparing cancer to the re-
lay. “People need to keep fighting cancer
and funding more research so it can get to
a point that cancer can be cured.”

During the relay, Langley High School
junior Andrew Shapiro broke the 6, 12
and 24 hour world records for pull ups.
Shapiro decided to seek the records in
honor of his father, Allen Shapiro, who is
fighting cancer.

Although the relay has a goal of over
$150,000, even a small donation can help
local cancer patients.

“If you donate to ACS, you might think
you’re donating to a weird abyss of cancer
research. You’re not.” Van Valkenburg said.
“$10 can provide a ride for a patient to get
to and from lifesaving treatment. Many
people think they could just call an Uber.
Some people can’t afford that and skip
chemo rather than pay for the ride, so it’s
important that someone donates that $10.”

The relay will continue to accept donations
until Aug. 31. You can donate online at the Re-
lay For Life of Langley McLean’s webpage: http:/
/main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/
RFLCY16SA?pg=entry&fr_id=71191.

After the survivor lap, the caretakers walked a lap around the track.
Hundreds of students from schools such as McLean and Langley high
schools walked the track.

Cancer survivors run under the arms of their caretakers and Relay
volunteers, with beaming smiles on their faces.

Cancer survivor Kimberly
Frengel gets ready to walk the
emotional survivor’s lap and
relay all night long.

During the relay, Langley High
School junior Andrew Shapiro
broke the 6, 12 and 24 hour world
records for pull ups. Shapiro
decided to seek the records in
honor of his father, Allen Shapiro,
who is fighting cancer.
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News

By Andrea Worker

The Connection

I
t was a real dog day afternoon at Lake
Anne in Reston, and yes, there liter-
ally was a lot of splashing going on!
The Chesapeake Dock Dogs (CDD)

were back by popular demand, ready to
thrill the crowd of adults, kids and lots of
canines with their dogs who love to fly off
the docks in pursuit of a favorite toy and a
swim. The CDD have entertained and
amazed at this location before, but
Saturday’s audience might just have been
their biggest at this venue yet.

Club President Frank Moraff was manning
the microphone and doing a great job of not
only calling the action, but explaining the
differences in the various aquatic
manoeuvres that these athletic pups per-
form, and outlining the rules and regula-
tions enforced by the club to protect the
safety of the canine-human team members.
“No pushing, no pulling, no forcing a dog
into the water,” said Moraff. The parent Dock
Dogs Club, which holds numerous competi-
tions around the country during their sport-
ing season, has a strict set of policies that
govern membership and all aspects of the
canine aquatic sport.

As always when the Dock Dogs come to
town, the Plaza was also filled with vendors
and activities related to all things canine –
and feline. PetMac Marketplace and Adop-
tion Center, located in the Plaza, sponsored
the event. Just Cats Clinic, another Lake
Anne tenant, also had tent space and were
on hand to talk about the care of the more
water-averse creatures to which they cater.
A number of specialty pet food providers like
Weruva and Fromm Gold had booths with
samples and knowledgeable staff.

And lest we forget one of the main rea-
sons why PetMac keeps wanting the CDD
to bring their talented swimmers to the
Plaza and to draw the crowds that they do,

Dock Dogs Make a Big Splash at Lake Anne

the day included a Doggie Adoption oppor-
tunity, with “guests” of nonprofit K-9 Life-
savers strolling the crowds with their vol-
unteer caretakers, on the hunt for their “for-
ever homes.” We are happy to report that
at least one such “hunter” was fortunate
enough to connect with a new “mom” and
“dad” and was heading home to his new
digs in Tacoma Park, Md.

The Chesapeake Dock Dogs invites any-
one with a water-loving dog to check out
what the club has to offer. For information,
go to www.chesapeakedockdogs.com.

Members from this regional affiliate come
from all around Virginia, West Virginia,
Maryland, the District and Pennsylvania.
Keep up with PetMac happenings and their
other sponsored events by stopping by to
see them at Lake Anne, or checking out
www.petmac.org.

This was 3-year-old chocolate Labrador Parker’s first try at the sport of
dock diving. Despite encouragement from “mom” Michelle Wheeler of
Reston, he wasn’t quite sure just how to get into the water in pursuit of
that tempting stick.

Smart pooch Parker of Reston, figured out this whole “dock dog diving
thing” on his second try at “catch the stick in the water.” The crowd
gave Parker and “mom” Michelle a mighty cheer on his successful sec-
ond attempt.

Someone’s all smiles. That would
be “Woofie” who will soon go by
the name of “Wally.” This lucky
mixed breed was one of several
homeless dogs brought to the
Chesapeake Dock Dogs exhibition
at Lake Anne by the rescue group
K-9 Lifesavers (www.k-
9lifesdavers.org). The Lifesavers
rescue many dogs, especially
from high-kill shelters, and give
them another chance at a new
home in our area.

Darwin’s done the job! - and he’s ready for Round 2 at
flying off the Lake Anne dock and into the water to
catch his favorite toy.Walking on water. At least that’s what it looks like

Darwin, a 2-year-old Australian cattle dog, is doing
when he goes for the retrieval off the dock and into
Lake Anne. Darwin travelled from Harpers Ferry, W.
Va. with his “dad” Michael to participate in the non-
competitive event.

Photos by

Andrea Worker/

The Connection
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News

O
n May 25 at ArtSpace
Herndon, Fairfax County
High School students will

compete to win Arts Herndon scholar-
ships in the categories of digital photog-
raphy, digital art, animation, and new
digital art. New digital art is a new cat-
egory that includes diverse creative digi-
tal art forms.

Speaker Chris Doud is the director of
Creative Services at Leidos (formerly
SAIC) and works with graphic artists,

video artists and photographers to tell the
company’s story and drive its business goals.

All award-winning and finalist artwork
will be on display in the Technology Chang-
ing Arts Exhibit at ArtSpace Herndon from
May 24 through June 1. Entries in the com-
petition were evaluated and judged by a
panel of experts.

Tim Ingle is a digital media expert with
over a decade of experience in film, televi-
sion and commercial animation production.
Michelle Schoening is a multi-disciplinary

design professional who creates identities,
brand systems, websites, marketing cam-
paigns and environmental graphics. Char-
lotte Geary is a professional photographer
and co-founder of Modern Reston Online
Lifestyle Magazine. Geary reports on local
culture and events.

Each year Arts Herndon holds a Technol-
ogy and the Arts Competition with a mis-
sion to promote students’ artistic expression
through technologically based media, to
encourage students to develop their artis-

tic skills, to showcase student talent de-
veloped through school curriculum, and
to encourage students to become skilled,
creative thinkers entering the job mar-
ket.

The Awards Reception will be held on
Wednesday, May 25, 6-8 p.m. at ArtSpace
Herndon, 750 Center St., Herndon. The
exhibit and reception are free and open
to the public. For more information on
the exhibit and artists please visit
ArtSpaceHerndon.org.

Arts Herndon Bestows Digital Art Scholarships Countywide

G
reater Reston Arts Center
(GRACE) presents their 25th
annual Northern Virginia Fine
Arts Festival, offering authen-

tic art and experiences for all tastes and ages
on May 21 and 22 at Reston Town Center.
This eleven-block art walk will be filled with
more than 200 artists from across the na-
tion who will exhibit and sell original paint-
ings, photography, mixed-media, sculpture,
jewelry, and fine craft. Plus, see inspired
dance performances in the parks, enjoy free
art-making activities for families in the Pa-
vilion, periodic live music, and more
throughout the weekend. As a highlight of
the year in the DC region, this event attracts
more than 30,000 attendees over two days.

Northern Virginia Fine Arts Festival is
open from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. on Satur-
day, May 21 and 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. on
Sunday, May 22 at Reston Town Center,
11900 Market Street, Reston.

 A gate donation of $5 provides a festival
program that includes dining certificates for
local restaurants.

On the evening of Friday, May 20 at
Reston Town Center Pavilion,there will be
a Festival Launch Party that includes an
“amazing silent auction” and catering by
The Counter

Ticket quantities are limited for this spe-
cial celebration and are now on sale at
GRACE, $100 each.

This year’s list of more than 200 partici-
pating artists includes 38 who will be ex-
hibiting at the festival for the first time, 28
from the D.C. metro region, and 4 from
Reston. Artists are coming from as far away
as California, Florida, Minnesota, New
Hampshire, Canada, and points in between.
The selection of artists also includes 10 who

Doud; curator, Ashley Kistler; and interior
designer, Judith Weisman – will also serve
as judges for the 2016 festival.

The Northern Virginia Fine Arts Festival
is made possible with the support of gener-
ous sponsors, including Title Sponsor Lind-
say Volkswagen of Dulles, Signature Com-
munity Sponsors Reston Community Cen-
ter and Reston Town Center Association,
Pavilion Sponsor The M Group, Launch
Party Sponsor The Counter, Water Sponsor
Wegmans, and Venue Host Reston Town
Center, among other valued supporters.

Free parking is available in seven multi-
level garages.

For more information the festival — and
about volunteering, sponsoring or support-
ing the Adopt-an-Artist campaign — call
GRACE at 703-471-9242 and visit
www.restonarts.org.

Fine Arts Festival Returns May 21-22
Festival at Reston
Town Center features
more than 200 na-
tional artists, dance
performances, family
art-making activities
and more.

Dance Performances
and Family Art Park
Activities

Presented by Reston Community Center;
Signature Community Sponsor of the
Northern Virginia Fine Arts Festival

SATURDAY, MAY 21
11 a.m. — Reston Town Square Park,

GroundShare Arts Alliance
1 p.m. — Hyatt Park, Gin Dance Company
2 p.m. — Reston Town Square Park, Ravel

Dance Company
4 p.m. — Hyatt Park, Classical Ballet The-

atre

SUNDAY, MAY 22
11 a.m. — Hyatt Park, Gin Dance Company
12:30 p.m. — Reston Town Square Park,

Ravel Dance Company
2 p.m. — Reston Town Square Park,

GroundShare Arts Alliance
3:30 p.m. — Hyatt Park, Classical Ballet

Theatre

More entertainment: Throughout the
weekend, additional live music will be
offered periodically in the Pavilion
and at Reston Town Square Park.

Family Art Park in the Pavilion – FREE art-
making activities all weekend. Rain or shine.

All ages are invited to take part in hands-
on art projects inspired by the signature
“GRACE Art” program.

Northern Virginia Fine Arts Festival artist Bob Copeland.

Northern Virginia Fine Arts Festival booth - Glass by Jeremy & Chelsea
Griffith.

received an Award of Excellence at the 2015
Northern Virginia Fine Arts Festival. Festi-
val artists are selected on the basis of qual-

ity, originality, and craftsmanship by a panel
of expert, independent jurors appointed by
GRACE. This year’s jurors – artist, Tim
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years b
To Highlight
your Faith

Community,
Call Karen at
703-917-6468

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday School: preschool - grade 2
Music: grades 3 - 7

10:25 a.m. Sunday School Grades 3 to 6
Music 4 years to 2nd grade

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Laura Cochran

703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org

1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive COMMUNITIES

OF WORSHIP

From Page 6

ing on the design. When ques-
tioned whether JAG or RCLCO
had approached Reston Associa-
tion to determine if trees could
be thinned out to increase vis-
ibility from Wiehle Avenue the
answer from JAG and RCLCO
was no; despite indications that
RA said they would be amicable
to discussing increasing visibil-
ity depending on the design.

There you have it. The Tall
Oaks Cluster is moving forward.
It doesn’t take a rocket scientist
to figure out that are RCLCO
based their study on parameters
given to them by check so if you
eliminate these parameters the
results are self-evident.

What was especially disap-
pointing is the Fairfax County
planning representative in atten-
dance who stated that the plan-
ning department performed a
third-party analysis and came up
with the same results as JAG and
RCLCO. The county representa-
tive did not indicate that the
county planning department had
spoken to the Commonwealth
traffic engineering department
or the Reston Association.

When RCLCO was questioned
by the audience with regard to
contacting grocers such as Aldi
or a mini Walmart, the RCLCO
representative couldn’t remem-
ber.

When I met with Bob Simon
last year a month before his pass-
ing, he conveyed to me with a
drawing his vision for the Tall
Oaks Village Center’s future and
future village centers.

He envisioned three or four
five-story buildings along Wiehle
Avenue and two three-story
buildings along North Shore.
The buildings could accommo-
date ground level commercial
and rooftop activities and under-
ground parking. High density
residential units would fill the
balance of each building. Guess

what happens to the rest of the
property? Open Space! Wow
what a concept.

Certainly there’s a big gap be-
tween Bob Simon’s vision and
the economic reality. Until the
county planning department and
JAG actively engage the Reston
Association in the Tall Oaks Vil-
lage Center in the planning pro-
cess we could end up with an-
other Reston National Golf
Course situation. Remember
what happens at Tall Oaks will
determine the future of the bal-
ance of the Reston village cen-
ters.

The county’s desire to create a
vast urban megalopolis through-
out the county in places like
Tysons corner certainly do not
apply to Reston and few people
understand that the relationship
between the RA and the county
is sometimes at a crossroads
when it comes to Tall Oaks.

Remember, Tall Oaks is desig-
nated as a village center in the
deed Reston the RA has indi-
cated that they will continue to
look out for the residents’ inter-
ests and all we can do is hope
and pray that RA will win in the
end.

Based on my 30 years of work-
ing with developers and local
municipalities, I can tell you
what we as citizens can do to
affect the outcome is really very
little except for the fact that we
vote for our county supervisor
Catherine Hudgins. Who (this is
my personal opinion) has re-
cently begun to support JAG and
the county’s viewpoint instead of
the citizens of Reston. Please
contact her and let her know
how you feel.

Also contact the RA and let
them know that you support
Bob Simon’s vision regarding
this matter.

Bill Woloch
Ph.D., Architect

Reston

Letters to the Editor

Send announcements to
www.connectionnewspapers.com/Calen-
dar/. The deadline is noon on the Friday
prior to the following week’s paper. Pho-
tos/artwork encouraged.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 18
“The Supreme Court After Justice

Scalia.” 8 p.m. 1441 Wiehle Ave.,
Reston. Dr. David Cole, George J.
Mitchell Professor in Law and Public
Policy at Georgetown University.
Free. http://www.nvhcreston.org/.
703-863-7639.

FRIDAY/MAY 20
GRACE’s Festival Launch. 6:30 p.m.

Reston Town Center, 12001 Market
St. #103, Reston. Enjoy artsy
beverages, savory creations, an
amazing silent auction, and mingle
with the artists in town for the
weekend festival. $100.
restonarts.org. 703-471-9242.

SATURDAY/MAY 21
Northern Virginia Fine Arts

Festival – 25th Annual. 10 a.m.-6
p.m. Pavilion, streets, and Reston
Town Square Park. View and
purchase art from 200+ artists from
across the nation and enjoy two days
of live performances, acclaimed
children’s activities, and more. $5
donation encouraged. Presented by
Greater Reston Arts Center. 703-471-
9242. restonarts.org.

Skye Ballet Center Swan Lake. 2-
6:30 p.m. South Lakes High School,
11400 South Lakes Drive, Reston.
Full-length “Swan Lake”
performance. $20/$25. 703-231-
8351. skyeballet@gmail.com. 703-
863-7639.

Community Yard Sale for Habitat
for Humanity. 8 a.m.-noon. Rain
date is May 22. 1760 Reston
Parkway, Reston. Hosted by Weichert
Realtors. Donation of $25 per space
for Habitat for Humanity. Cash from
sale is yours. 703-362-5171.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/MAY 21-22
Art Outsiders. Saturday, noon-6 p.m.

Sunday, noon-4 p.m. 11921 Freedom
Drive, Reston. Meet the famed
contemporary artist, Tennessee
Loveless, unveiling his Borderland
Series, on exhibit through June 5.
http://www.artinsights.com/. 703-
478-0778.

SUNDAY/MAY 22
Stand Up Paddleboard

Demonstrations with Surf
Reston. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 11404
Washington Plaza W, Reston.
Reservations required.
lakeanneplaza.com.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 25
Color Me Happy. 7 p.m. Reston

Regional Library, 11925 Bowman
Towne Drive. Relax, unwind, turn
loose your inner artist and discover
that coloring is for grown-ups, too.
Choose from our collection of
intricate designs and bring them to
life with color. Coloring pages, pens
and pencils provided, or bring your
own. Adults. 703-397-0420.

THURSDAY/MAY 26
Dollars and Sense. 7 p.m. Reston

Regional Library, 11925 Bowman
Towne Drive. A monthly book
discussion group that focuses on
business leaders and markets. May’s
title is “The Safe Investor” by Tim
McCarthy. 703-397-0420.

FRIDAY/MAY 27
“Coppelia” and “Jukebox.” 7:30

p.m. CenterStage, Reston Community
Center, 2310 Colts Neck Road,
Reston. Young dancers will perform
original works of dance in a variety
of genres. $20. 703-437-9664.
raveldance.com.

Calendar

Photo contributed

Wells & Barnes, Study for a Monument, 2012, wood, steel,
cloth and paint, variable dimensions, will be on display
at the Greater Reston Arts Center from April 21-June 18.

Jimmy
Gaudreau
and Moondi
Klein will
showcase
their blue-
grass chops
at Holy Cross
Lutheran
Church in
Herndon on
Saturday,
June 4.

Photo contributed
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

A
fter members of the South Lakes
boys’ lacrosse team received rec-
ognition and the Seahawks
posed for photos with the “Lib-

erty Conference 6 Champions” banner,
alumni were invited onto the field to join
for additional celebratory pictures.

Later, head coach Craig Lunde called over
players by grade and snapped pictures of
each group.

Before players, coaches and fans cleared
the field at Langley High School, Lunde and
a pair of all-conference performers spoke
with a reporter about their accomplishment.

South Lakes had just won its first confer-
ence title in program history and the
Seahawks were going to cherish the expe-
rience.

South Lakes defeated Yorktown 8-5 on
May 13 in the Conference 6 tournament fi-
nal. The Seahawks overcame an early 2-0
deficit, built a 5-2 halftime advantage and
led for the entire second half.

South Lakes entered the contest with a
12-1 record, including a 9-4 win over
Yorktown on April 5 during the regular sea-
son, and took the next step in a memorable
season.

How did South Lakes, a program with a
40-38 record during Lunde’s first six sea-
sons as head coach, become a first-time
conference champion riding a 12-game win
streak into the 6A North region tourna-
ment?

“They did it the good-old-fashion way: a
lot of hard work in the offseason, they
trained on their own, they played fall la-
crosse as a team when a lot of guys are play-
ing club and doing their own thing, so I

think that was … big,” said Lunde, the con-
ference Coach of the Year. “They had gone
undefeated in the fall league, so I think that
got them off to a winning start.”

Lunde also credited assistant coaches Alex
Clough, a 2011 South Lakes graduate and
the program’s all-time leading scorer, and
Thomas Patterson with helping the
Seahawks.

After coming from behind to beat Lan-
gley in the conference semifinals, South
Lakes trailed Yorktown 2-0 in the first quar-
ter on Friday after Patriots senior and first-
team all-conference attackman C.J. Stowell
put a pair in the net. The Seahawks weren’t
fazed, however and tied the score at 2 by
the end of the quarter with goals from jun-
ior long stick midfielder Matt Hughes and
senior attackman Tommy Jung.

Jung scored his second goal with 7:45
remaining in the second quarter, giving
South Lakes a 3-2 advantage and putting
the Seahawks ahead to stay.

Jung, a first-team all-conference selection
who will play at Babson College, led South
Lakes with three goals.

“I think it’s the offseason,” Jung gave as
a reason for South Lakes’ success. “This year,
everyone is just so focused on trying to win
states. It’s our mentality.”

Hughes, a Mercer University commit and
the conference Defensive Player of the Year,
scored two goals for the Seahawks. Eric
Ottman and Spencer Alston, each a first-
team all-conference selection, and Chris
Sherbert each scored one goal.

Senior goalie John Hughes, a second-
team all-conference selection, had 14 saves
for the Seahawks.

“Knowing that this is going to be our
legacy,” Jung said in reference to South
Lakes winning its first conference title, “it’s
amazing.”

The Seahawks entered the region tour-
nament as the No. 1 seed from Conference
6 and faced Stonewall Jackson on Tuesday,
after The Connection’s deadline.

“I think we can go all the way to states,”
Matt Hughes said. “I don’t think any team
can really compete with the heart that this
team has …”
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Madison Girls’ Lax Wins Sixth Straight
Conference/District Championship
The Madison girls’ lacrosse team won the Conference 6 champion-
ship with an 11-9 victory over Langley on May 13.

The South Lakes boys’ lacrosse team won the first conference champion-
ship in program history on May 13.

South Lakes senior attackman Tommy Jung scored three goals against
Yorktown in the Conference 6 championship game on May 13.

South Lakes senior Eric Ottman, right, defends a Yorktown player dur-
ing the Conference 6 championship game on May 13.

South Lakes Boys’ Lax Wins First Conference Championship
Seahawks beat
Yorktown in
Conference 6
tournament final.
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Connection Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-752-4031 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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Opinion

By Mallory Williamson

Dominion High School

T
ogas, forums, sol-
diers, eunuchs,
slaves, funerals,
whorehouses and

two children kidnapped in in-
fancy by pirates. South Lakes
High School’s production of “A
Funny Thing Happened on the
Way to the Forum” was every
ounce the comedy its first tune
promised. Hilarious at every
turn, it left audiences with at
once sore bellies and a greater
grasp of Ancient Roman life.

Steven Sondheim penned “A
Funny Thing Happened on the
Way to the Forum” in 1962 as
an homage both to the farcical
works of Roman playwright
Plautus and the book by Burt
Shevelove and Larry Gelbart of
the same name. It tells the story
of Pseudolus, a Roman slave
who desires nothing more than
to live as a free man. When his
owner’s son, Hero, expresses his
desire for Philia, a courtesan in
the house next door, Pseudolus
and Hero strike a deal; if
Pseudolus can win the girl for
Hero, he’s free to live as his own
man. If not, a life of slavery.

From start to finish, South
Lakes’ production was nearly
flawless. Every actor executed
his or her role’s comic moments
perfectly, and the impressive
multi-layered set brought au-
thenticity to the production.
Notable as well were the cast’s
interactive moments with the
audience, and the cracks in the
“fourth wall” provided viewers
a unique experience worthy of

the Coliseum.
Arthur Payne lent a com-

mendable slyness and cunning
to principal character
Pseudolus. His character also
maintained hilarious chemistry
with head slave Hysterium
(Jalen Robinson), who himself
kept perfect composed even
during his character’s most hu-
morous moments.

South Lakes’ supporting cast
is also highly deserving of rec-
ognition. Jacob Kemp was gut-
splittingly hilarious as Erronius,
Pseudolus’ neighbor and an el-
der man searching for his long
lost children. Mely Megahed, in
the role of Domina, stole the
show during “That Dirty Old
Man” with her powerful voice
and was impressive throughout
the show as Senex’s thoroughly
undesirable wife.

“A Funny Thing Happened on
the Way to the Forum’s” set was
an undeniable contributor to
the show’s endless charm.
Three functional homes painted
in pastel pink, grey, and yellow
laid the backdrop to the cast’s
adventures and provided ample
support for challenging ele-
ments of the script. Though at
times certain characters were
difficult to hear, the technical
and stage crew were largely ef-
fective in moving the produc-
tion along smoothly.

South Lakes High School’s
production of “A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the
Forum” was a smashing success,
with humorous bits probably
not appropriate for the whole
family but a charm that truly
spans centuries.

South Lakes High School’s pro-
duction of ‘A Funny Thing Hap-
pened on the Way to the Forum.’

Hilarious at Every Turn

Photo by Maria Harris

From left: Tanner Asmussen, Arthur Payne, Jalen
Robinson and Jared Sabet in South Lakes High pro-
duction of ‘A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to
the Forum.’

By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

L
ast week I attended my first meeting as a
member of the Joint Legislative Audit and
Review Commission (JLARC). I have ad-
mired the professional work of JLARC since

it was established in 1973 to evaluate the operation
and performance of state agencies. JLARC performs
its duties in three major work functions: studies, over-
sight and fiscal analysis, and support. The Commis-
sion is made up of nine delegates and five senators,
but the actual work of the oversight arm of the Gen-
eral Assembly is done by a professional staff. Major
topics of research are developed and approved by
the General Assembly and sometimes by the Com-
mission. There are more topics proposed for study
than there are staff or time to pursue.

Our first meeting last week followed the
Commission’s usual procedure of adopting a work
plan for the year. Some of the items on the work
plan are continuation of studies started last year as
the magnitude of many studies take more than a
single year to complete. Among the studies that will
be completed in June of this year is one related to
the state’s procurement and contract management
system. Last year Virginia agencies procured goods
and services through contracts worth over $6 bil-
lion. The study is looking at whether the state over-
sight, policies and procedures are ensuring maximum
value for the dollars being spent and whether risks
to the state and the public are adequately covered.

A continuing study that will be reviewed this year
relates to managing costs of the Medicaid program.
As people live longer and as health care costs in gen-
eral continue to increase, spending on Medicaid has
increased at a pace greater than all other items in
the budget. In FY15 Medicaid spending exceeded
$8.2 billion, of which half is reimbursed by the fed-
eral government. The challenge is to appropriately
control costs without compromising the quality of
health care. This does not directly relate to the cov-
erage gap of working poor people for whom the fed-
eral government would pay full cost. I do hope that
the results of this study might cause the legislature
to more objectively consider expanding Medicaid.

A new study for which I am particularly excited is
that of early childhood development programs. It will
look at the relative cost effectiveness of current pro-
grams and the potential for future cost-effective pro-
grams. Demonstrating the breadth of programs stud-
ied by the Commission is a study of applied biosolids
in agricultural use and the use of industrial residu-
als. The Commission also receives directly reports of
the Auditor of Public Accounts.

Copies of past reports on studies conducted by
JLARC are available on their website: (http://
jlarc.virginia.gov/) as are agendas for its monthly
meetings. I have always used their reports in my de-
cision making as a legislator, but I look forward to
learning even more details as an actual member of
the Commission. The work of JLARC should give as-
surance to citizens that someone is keeping tabs on
Virginia government.

By John Lovaas

Reston Impact Producer/Host

I
f you want to read a good book that will inform
and entertain at the same time, get a copy of
Kristina Alcorn’s “In His Own Words.” This book

gives the reader unique insights into the character
who founded a community and named it for himself.
Kristina, a longtime Reston resident, lets Bob (Rob-
ert E. Simon, Jr.) tell his story through anecdotal high-
lights of his life as he saw them. She gives us an espe-
cially engaging look into this complex man. You can
get your copy at the Reston Museum or Amazon.com.

Part of Simon’s life not in the book has to do with a
piece of Bob’s vision for Reston which has come tan-
talizingly close to realization not once, but twice.  Bob
spent a big chunk of his life managing Carnegie Hall
before he sold it and bought the land which became
Reston. Not surprisingly, he has hoped his creation
would have a fine performing arts venue of its own
one day. To date, the dream has yet to be realized.

In planning Reston Town Center many years after
Bob was fired by Gulf Reston, a performing arts cen-
ter was in the mix to be part of the urban core. How-
ever, as Reston Land moved forward with project ex-
ecution and property values rose in Town Center, the
idea of donating land for, and funding construction
of, a performing arts center lost out to visions of profit
sugar plums instead. The concept was scrapped in
the early 1990s, around the time Simon returned to
Reston after 25 years of in New York. Fast forward to
2012. Like the phoenix of legend, the performing arts
center arose from the ashes in the Reston Master Plan
Task Force of which Bob Simon was a member.
According to Terry Maynard, Reston’s top analytical
mind, there was a “head-snapping moment in one
Task Force meeting…when Pete Otteni committed
Boston Properties to building a performing arts center

across the street from the [planned] Town Center
Metrorail Station.” Imagine being able to take Metro
right to major live theater and see “top-tier
performance[s]” right in Reston. After the Master Plan
was approved BP made presentations of its theater
concept plans to several business forums. It seemed
the dream would come true this time.

Then, last month at Supervisor Hudgins’ “Reston-
Blueprint for the Future” community meeting, the
proposal disappeared. Boston Properties showed a
new concept plan with no sign of a performing arts
theater! The change was revealed just a few months
after Bob Simon died at the age of 101.

When asked about the disappeared arts center which
meant so much to Mr. Simon, I understand Mr. Otteni
pointed out that the land so close to the planned Metro
station was the most valuable property in Town Cen-
ter, and that Fairfax County had agreed to build the
arts center in the future Town Center North (near the
new police station/Supervisor’s office suite), a mile
north of the Metro station.

Certainly Boston Properties’ revenue outlook will
improve by dropping the performing arts center and
going to its new pay parking scheme in Town Center.
But, the question for the rest of us is will Reston ever
have a major performing arts venue and, if it does,
who will pay to build it and operate it?

To my knowledge, Supervisor Hudgins has yet to
confirm any agreement by Fairfax County to build,
much less operate, such a theater. If indeed the County
does agree, how do you suppose they would pay for
it? Our guess is that it would be paid for by Restonians
via an increase in the rate we pay for Special Tax
District #5, the funding source for the Reston Com-
munity Centers. More to come.

Keeping Tabs on the Commonwealth

Reston’s Disappearing Performing Arts Center
Independent Progressive
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Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 AntiquesI believe the
future is only 

the past again,
entered through

another gate.
-Arthur Wing

Pinero

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-778-9411

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun
EmploymentEmployment

CNA’s
Become a Joy in a Senior’s Life
Immediate Positions Available

•Weekly Pay •Vacation Pay
•Merit Increases •Over time Pay

•Need Own Car
Call for interview

Old Dominion Home Care
10366-C Democracy Lane, Fairfax, VA 22030

703-273-0424

Reston Hospital Registrar
Conveniently located in the heart of Reston’s vibrant Town

Center, our expanding, full-service, 187-bed acute care medical and
surgical hospital serves residents in the growing Northern Virginia
region that incorporates western Fairfax and eastern Loudoun
counties. A caring organization, Reston Hospital Center enhances
the health and quality of life across our region.

  We are seeking a PRN Registrar to work every other weekend,
days, nights and overnights. As a Registrar, you will be responsible for:

• Interviewing patients to establish patient accounts and obtain
necessary signatures for consents.

• Providing information to patients.
• You must follow Medical Center policies, procedures and

processes and collect co-payments as needed.
• Knowledge of medical terminology preferred.
• Must have previous Doctor’s office or healthcare experience.
• Must have strong customer service/organizational skills and the

ability to work in a fast-paced team environment!
• Must have at least 1 year of customer service experience,

preferably in a healthcare setting.
• You must have a high school diploma or GED.

Please apply online to Job number 08648-117638 at
www.restonhospital.com or www.parallon.com.

EEOC

VET RECEPTIONIST
Small animal hosp.  Great Falls.  

Will train. 703-757-7570 • 
www.ourvets.com

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com
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Zone 1 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 1: • Reston

• Herndon • Loudoun

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

CHESAPEAKE/POTOMAC
WINDOW CLEANING Co.

Licensed  703-356-4459  Insured

Residential Specialist
Family owned/operated

Working Owners Assures Quality
No Hidden Fees/No Broken Window Springs

30 yrs Experience in local area.

WINDOWS & GLASS WINDOWS & GLASS

LANDSCAPING

SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Hauling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION
The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Clutter
Either it’s the cancer/seven-plus years of

chemotherapy, or it’s my age. Regardless,
information retention and recall is not quite
what it used to be. What goes in doesn’t
exactly come out, or if it does, it’s some-
what after the fact. I wouldn’t say it’s
embarrassing yet, and it hasn’t led to any
speech impediment-type of hemming and
hawing. But it has led to something, other
than this column, that is.

I haven’t quite resorted to index/flash
cards, nor am I avoiding human interaction
as a way to minimize the awkwardness. I
am still going about my normal business –
or lack thereof, and wondering if time is on
my side or has it been usurped by powers
greater than me. And since there’s no real
definitive answer, I’ll try to stop questioning
whether what I think I’m experiencing is
inevitable or am I, as any Three Stooges
aficionado would appreciate: simply “a
victim of circumstance.”

Granted, I may not be the sharpest knife
in the drawer, but if we’re invoking utensils
here, neither am I a spoon. I can accept the
fact that in the knife category, I’m closer to
a butter knife than I am to a steak knife;
meaning I get the job done, probably with
less haste, but likely with more waste.
Nevertheless, the job gets done and more
often than not, it’s without further ado. And
while I’m using ado/adieu, I don’t feel as if
this lack of recall/retention is indicative of
me bidding adieu. However, it does give
me pause about my status as a long-time (in
the stage IV, non-small cell lung cancer
world, when one’s prognosis was originally
“13 months to two years,” seven-plus years
is a long time) survivor. Maybe I’m simply
experiencing what any person nearing the
age of 62 does. It’s not the cancer, it’s dare
I say/hope: middle age. Although I’ll admit
I may be on the downside of it, and
approaching what I’ll call “older” age (not
“old” age).

But let’s be honest here, when an
oncologist advises you at age 54 and a half
that your prognosis is at best two years and
that he can “treat you but can’t cure you,”
and that perhaps, “you should take that
vacation you’ve always dreamt of,” not only
does your middle age (or what’s left of it)
rapidly disappear, so too does your
“older”/“old” age.

Quite unexpectedly then, given your
prior good health and no history of cancer
in your immediate family, your mind/brain
quickly gets overloaded with facts, figures,
feelings and fears it had never considered
before. Ergo the clutter. Not that there’s a
limited amount of space in your head for all
this new/never-expected information, but it
does seem to crowd out more familiar, less
impactful stuff. At least that’s my story/
rationalization and I’m most definitely
sticking to it.

But my reality is: I am stuck with it,
unfortunately. No cure doesn’t exactly con-
jure optimism. Nevertheless, as a long-suf-
fering Boston Red Sox fan (until 2004, that
is, when “the curse” was finally broken as
the Bosox won their first World Series in 86
years), hope springs eternal, and so I
remain ever hopeful. It’s just that occasion-
ally, I have difficulty remembering/ articulat-
ing that hopefulness – among other things.
No worries though. I know the information
is still in my head, somewhere. I’m sure I’ll
get it out, eventually.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
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