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We have warm hearts for cold noses!
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News
Burke Connection Editor

Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or

south@connectionnewspapers.com

Temperature dips
between massive
two-day event.

Welcoming Fall at Burke Centre Festival

From left, Supervisor John Cook (R-Braddock), Burke Centre Conser-
vancy executive director Patrick Gloyd, Del. Eileen Filler-Corn (D-41),
Burke Centre Conservancy Board of Trustees president Anita Musser and
U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-11) at the opening of the 2016 Burke Centre
Festival.

There were around a dozen each of food vendors and sponsor booths,
and about 100 crafters at the 2016 Burke Centre Festival.

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

W
ith more than just a few de-
grees Fahrenheit separating
Sept. 10 and 11, the two
days of the annual Burke

Centre Festival, the massive community
event once again signaled the end of sum-
mer and beginning of fall in more ways than
one.

“It always seems to kick off fall,” said
former Burke resident Jim Miller, who was
demonstrating traditional Okinawan Karate
from a Burke Centre Conservancy class.

“I like the community aspect of it — so
many different cultures enjoying them-

selves,” Miller said.
Miller’s booth was just one of more than

a dozen outreach booths at the festival, that
included local politicians, churches and
temples, and Fairfax County government
and services.

There were also around a dozen each of
food vendors and sponsor booths, and about
100 crafters.

Nancy Ruano of Burke said she likes that
families have a chance to “see police offic-
ers and firefighters as a more friendly as-
pect” at their vendor booths.

The Burke Veterans of Foreign Wars, lo-
cal Boy Scouts troop members and politi-
cians supervisor John Cook (R-Braddock),
Del. Eileen Filler-Corn (D-41) and Rep.
Gerry Connolly participated in a patriotic
opening ceremony for the festival, which
fell on the weekend of September 11.

The festival was organized by the Burke
Centre Conservancy. For more information,
visit www.burkecentreweb.com or call 703-
978-2928.

Fairfax-based children’s band Rocknoceros perform Sunday on the main
stage at the Burke Centre Festival.

(Left) Anna Kormis of Springfield serves up samples of bread from
Burke-based Great Harvest Bread Company to Burke residents Victoria
(center) and Nancy Ruano (right) at the Burke Centre Festival.

Kate Karpynska of Fairfax (right)
and Sunrise Face Painting paints
the face of Ainsley Coffee of Burke
at the Burke Centre Festival.

Paolo Mascola of Burke climbs to
the top of the artificial rock wall
sponsored by the Burke Racquet &
Swim Club at the Burke Centre
Festival.

Photos by Tim Peterson/The Connection
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News

By Marti Moore

The Connection

S
pringfield author Eric Gardner has
learned writing his book is easy. So
is getting it published.

Selling it is the hard part.
He wrote a 500-page novel called “God’s

Will” in 2008. It was printed through an
independent publisher that didn’t give its
author a publicity machine with a whirlwind
book tour across the country.

Gardner, 40, promoted his first opus
online at Wattpad, which he calls the liter-
ary version of music-sharing website
Napster — an online service that revolu-
tionized the way songs were sold after it
met resistance more than 15 years ago from
the music industry over copyright issues.

Through Wattpad, Gardner said he gar-
nered 1.7 million reads in 15 months since
the release of “God’s Will.” Because the ac-
tion of his novel takes place around the
world, he has captured an audience from
Canada, Ghana, Australia and China.

The retired U.S. Army captain started
writing in 2006, when his wife, Gretchen
— also an Army officer — was deployed to
Afghanistan for 15 months.

“I needed something to do at night,”
Gardner said. “One page turned into two,
two into three,“ he added. It was a cathar-
tic activity for the veteran-turned-stay-at-
home-dad of two young daughters.

His contemporary fiction was re-released
last month as a series of novels about good
versus evil through a different publisher he
found online through Amazon.

GARDNER sold “Defiance” — a 177-page
paperback that sells for $8.99 online at
www.amazon.com and $2.99 in the Kindle
e-book edition — from a booth he rented
with a fellow author John B. Wren, 72, of
Fairfax on Sept. 10 and 11 at the Burke
Centre Festival.

He also promoted his next book, “Awak-
ening,” due out Oct. 15 for the same price.
It is followed by “Sacrifice” Nov. 15 and
“Gathering” next spring.

“I literally have 780,000 words written
for this series and it’s still going,” Gardner
claims. Each of his “XIII Legion Series
Books,” he says, contains about 50,000
words.

Although his target market is men aged
18-34 years, Gardner was surprised to learn
his true readership is middle-aged women.

He credits four strong female characters
in his novels: two protagonists and two
antagonists. As the father of two daughters,
Gardner wants his fiction to contain solid
female role models.

His books are “about mankind’s role in
heaven and hell.” The stories, he admits,
are somewhat macabre and terrifying.

It’s no surprise this highly-decorated in-
fantry officer who has jumped out of planes
found literary inspiration while serving his
country in Afghanistan in 2005 and ‘06.
Prior to that, Gardner said he was sent to
West Africa for the ousting of Liberian war-
lord, President Charles Taylor, who was
found guilty by an international tribunal
years later for war crimes and crimes
against humanity.

Gardner says his characters persevere
through the constant beat down of life. His
main character, Gabriel, is asked to raise
an army for God and stand shoulder-to-
shoulder with angels to stop the fall of
heaven.

“And gets the snot beaten out of him on
every page,” Gardner points out “but he
keeps going and going.”

“This is unapologetically honest,” in
which Gardner describes his characters as
really gritty and easily relatable to every-
one who struggles with the question “why
am I here.”

Wren and Gardner have known each
other five years through the Northern Vir-

ginia Writer’s Club, which meets at area li-
braries the last Saturday of each month.

WREN, a semi-retired mechanical engineer,
has published four books since 2011, when
he penned a contemporary psychological
thriller about a serial killer in “To Probe a
Beating Heart.”

Sept. 16 marks the release of “an Trodai
Laoghaire” at Amazon.com. It is the second
in a trilogy of historic tales set in Ireland
between 893 and 1042. This 110-page no-
vella is available in paperback for $12.95
and $3.95 on Kindle.

Wren says his interest in Ireland stems

from his mother, who was born in
a lighthouse in Ireland’s County
Cork. The year 2014 marked the
millennial anniversary of the
Battle of Clontarf and inspired
Wren’s trilogy about a family of
medieval Irish warriors beginning
with “an Trodai Scolai.”

The series, no doubt, required
a “wee bit of research,” Gardner
chimed. Wren says he takes pride
in presenting an accurate account
of historical fact while weaving his
fictional characters in and out.

His next book, due out by No-
vember, is 300 pages long.

“You’re stepping up your game,”
Gardner quipped about his peer’s
upcoming book “an Trodai
Conall,” which will sell for $14.95
paperback and $4.95 e-book.

Both Gardner and Wren get
their books published through an
online independent print-on-de-
mand service called CreateSpace
— a division of Amazon.com.

“I take care of all the editing and
all the artwork,” Wren explains,
before sending the manuscript.

Although they don’t enjoy the
benefit of a publicity dream team,
CreateSpace offers marketing ad-
vice for a fee and pays their au-
thors as their books sell on Ama-
zon and other retail outlets.

Gardner and Wren watch the profits trickle
into their account.

The payoff hasn’t justified the hard work
yet.

“We’re not gettin’ rich,” Wren admits. It’s
the process of writing he truly enjoys.

Visit their websites johnbwren.com and
www.Thirteenthlegionseries.com.

The Northern Virginia Writer’s Club meets
Sept. 24 in the Kingstowne Public Library at
6500 Landsdowne Dr. in Alexandria, where
guest speaker Dorothy Spruzen will discuss
historical research for fiction writers between
1 and 3 p.m. Call (703) 339-4610 or visit
www.northernvirginiawriters.org.

Local Authors Create a Space in Burke to Sell, Sign Their Books

Photos by Marti Moore/The Connection

Burke jeweler and tour guide Olya Yampolsky visits Fairfax County
novelists John B. Wren and Eric Gardner Sept. 10 in their booth at the
annual Burke Centre Festival.

Fairfax County novelists John B. Wren, 72, of Fairfax and Eric Gardner,
40, of Springfield man their booth Sept. 10 at the annual Burke Centre
Festival, where they sold and signed copies of their books to visitors.

Suzanne Harrison of Burke gets her new
copy of “Defiance” by Eric Gardner signed
by the author of the “XIII Legion Series
Books” Saturday at the Burke Centre
Festival. John B. Wren of Fairfax - in back-
ground - signs a copy of his book to an-
other festival-goer.

Eric Gardner of Springfield and John B. Wren of
Fairfax set up booth at Burke Centre Festival.
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WEEKDAYS • SATURDAYS • EVENINGS 24 HOUR EMERGENCY CARE
MET LIFE, DELTA, BCBS/CAREFIRST, & UNITED CONCORDIA PROVIDER

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

Celebrating
our 50th

Anniversary

Punta Cana - All-Inclusive!, Nov. 13-19...........................................$1449
Includes air from BWI, 6-nights Riu Palace Macao Resort. All meals & beverages
Transfers & Porterage.

IRELAND for Thanksgiving, Nov. 20-27........................................$1999
Includes air from Dulles, 6-nights hotel with full Irish Breakfast
6-Dinners, Beer, Cider & Whiskey Tasting Daily Sightseeing - Call for Itinerary.

Bahamas Cruise from Baltimore, Feb. 4-13............................$351 + tax
9-Nights cruising on Royal Caribbean’s Grandeur of the Seas with all meals &
Entertainment.

buffa’s
dance

studio

QUALITY INSTRUCTION
IN A QUALITY

ENVIRONMENT

9570-H BURKE RD.
BURKE VILLAGE

CENTER II

CALL 703-425-5599

12,000 sq. ft. of performing space
with professional sprung floors

www.buffas.com • buffadance@msn.com

Come
Join
the fun!

(Established in 1980)
Home of Burke Civic Ballet

• Pre-School Dance Movement – Ages 3 and 4
• Hip Hop • Lyrical/Contemporary • Ballet • Tap
• Jazz • Pointe • Modern • Acro • Musical Theater
• Performing Companies Grades K–12
• Beginner to Advanced • Professional Instructors

Celebrating
37 Years
of Dance

Excellence!

Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

A community block party will be hosted by Burke
Presbyterian Church on Sunday, Sept. 18, from 12:15
to 3 p.m. when it conducts a “Food Truck Ruckus:
Make Some Noise About World Hunger.” Both sweet
and savory food trucks will be on the church grounds
at the corner of Burke Centre Parkway and Oak
Leather Drive for folks to purchase yummy treats of
their choice. There also will be play tables for young
children, as well as corn hole and other games for
adults and children of all ages. Plus there will be a
free photo booth to capture memories and the
Delaney Hall Band will be playing your favorite tunes,

so stop by to sing along or just enjoy the jam of their
unique blend of original music and faithful classic
rock. Then plan to join in packing 10,000 meals for
those in need overseas through Stop Hunger Now
from 1:30 to 3 p.m. Those attending are asked to
bring blankets or lawn chairs to sit on and a canned
food item or dry goods item to help stock the food
pantry for ECHO in Springfield to combat hunger in
our neighborhood. Check out the church’s Facebook
page for the most current information about this
event and mission opportunities to help the hungry
in our world.

Burke Church to Host a Community Block Party

Area Roundups
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Opinion

D
emocracy without our Bill of Rights
could amount to mob rule.

The Bill of Rights, a visionary
document made up of the first 10

amendments to the U.S. Constitution, is re-
printed on our website; it’s under 500 words;
it takes just a few minutes to read.

In the United States, the Constitution and
the Bill of Rights offer many protections of free-
dom and equality. But actually extending that
protection and freedom to all has often re-
quired individual action and sacrifice, protest,
demonstration and nonviolent civil disobedi-
ence.

That doesn’t make every demonstration and
every protest virtuous, but even when protest
is not to our tastes, we should appreciate that
we live in a country where the right to do so is
protected.

Even something as basic as the right of
women to vote only came about because of
persistent, unpopular protests organized by a
militant group, individual action, sacrifice and
courage in the face of brutality and repression
from existing authority.

The story of how women got the vote, that
is to say how half the population of the United
States escaped being disenfranchised, is a lo-
cal story, and so appropriate to tell in the Con-
nection.

Alice Paul, “one of the most notorious women
in America, was the chairman of the National
Woman’s Party, a small and militant suffrage
offshoot of the mainstream National American
Woman Suffrage Association,” wrote Catherine
J. Lanctot, professor of law at Villanova, in “The
Suffrage Pickets and Freedom of Speech Dur-
ing World War I.”

In January 1917, Paul, Lucy Burns and other
activists organized a relentless public protest
outside the White House over President
Woodrow Wilson’s refusal to support the vote
for women.

“By the fall of 1917, more than a hundred
women had been arrested and imprisoned on
charges of obstructing traffic and unlawful as-
sembly, ostensibly because they attracted large
and often hostile crowds to witness their dem-
onstrations. … Suffrage pickets found them-
selves at the center of increasingly violent con-
frontations with angry crowds and hostile law
enforcement authorities. ...

“The judge assigned to their cases seemed
perplexed by their stubbornness, patiently lec-
turing the women on world conditions, and
explaining: “We are at war, and you should not
bother the President,” before sending them to

serve their sentence at the Occoquan Work-
house in Lorton, Virginia. This strategy back-
fired badly in mid-July, 1917, with a firestorm
of controversy over the incarceration of sev-
eral socially prominent women and the inter-
vention of liberal lawyers who previously had
been allied with Wilson. ...

“Wealthy women serving time in a work-
house brought extensive media attention.”

In fact, protest by women of privilege made
a critical difference.

Conditions in the workhouse were brutal and
filthy; women were beaten and tortured by
force feeding during hunger strikes.

The 19th Amendment was ratified on Aug.
26, 1920: “The right of citizens of the United
States to vote shall not be denied or abridged
by the United States or by any state on account
of sex.”

Edith Mayo, curator emeritus of political and
women’s history at the Smithsonian’s National
Museum of American History, put the history
in context at a recent event: “I think one of the
things we’re trying to get across is one has to
be vigilant about voting rights. The voter sup-
pression of recent years has concerned a lot of
Americans. It took such guts and determina-
tion for all these groups except for white men
to get the right to vote that any slipping back-
ward and trying to suppress the right to vote
is a grave concern.”

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Local story: Protest, arrests, brutal treatment,
torture of advocates for vote for women.

History: Protests Required to Advance Justice

Editorial

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

@SprConnect

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered to
homes and businesses.

Published by
Local Media Connection LLC

1606 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Free digital edition delivered to
your email box. Go to

connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
springfield@connectionnewspapers.com

Kemal Kurspahic
 Editor ❖ 703-778-9414

kemal@connectionnewspapers.com

Tim Peterson
Community Reporter

703-314-0789
tpeterson@connectionnewspapers.com

ADVERTISING:
For advertising information

e-mail:
sales@connectionnewspapers.com

703-778-9431

Steve Hogan
Display Advertising, 703-778-9418

shogan@connectionnewspapers.com

Andrea Smith
Classified Advertising, 703-778-9411

classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Debbie Funk
National Sales
703-778-9444

debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com

David Griffin
Marketing Assistant

703-778-9431
dgriffin@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor & Publisher
Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
@MaryKimm

Executive Vice President
Jerry Vernon

703-549-0004
jvernon@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor in Chief
Steven Mauren

Managing Editor
Kemal Kurspahic

Art/Design:
Laurence Foong, John Heinly

Production Manager:
Geovani Flores

Special Assistant to the Publisher
Jeanne Theismann

jtheismann@connectionnewspapers.com
@TheismannMedia

CIRCULATION: 703-778-9427
Circulation Manager:

Ann Oliver
circulation@connectionnewspapers.com

Springfield

Suicide
Prevention:
Everyone’s
Business
To the Editor:

On behalf of the Suicide Preven-
tion Alliance of Northern Virginia
(SPAN), I thank you for the
Connection’s compassionate and
informative editorial printed in
observance of Suicide Prevention
Week, titled Take One Action to
Prevent Suicide.

Suicidal thoughts can affect any-
one regardless of age, gender or
background; it is the third lead-
ing cause of death among young
people in the Commonwealth of
Virginia, as well as across the
United States. According to the
Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA), there is one suicide in
the U.S. every 13 minutes; nearly
40,000 people per year die by sui-
cide in the U.S. In Fairfax County,
an annual youth survey found that
local youth in 10th and 12th
grades are at significantly higher
risk for depression and suicide ide-
ation than their peers in other
parts of the state.

Launched with grant funding
from the Virginia Department of
Behavioral Health and Develop-
mental Services and in kind con-
tributions from local govern-
ments, mental and behavioral
health partners from across the
region launched SPAN, serving as
a new regional resource for infor-
mation, events and activities re-
lating to suicide awareness and
prevention.

The goal of SPAN is to provide
an array of resources and support
to increase help-seeking, reduce
stigma, and prevent suicide.
Through sharing information and
efforts with stakeholders across
the region, creating opportunities
to reach out and provide training,
awareness campaigns, promoting
health and wellness programs to
prevent suicide, SPAN members
hope to come together to make a
meaningful difference.

Stigma around suicide is a ma-
jor impediment and while we are
making progress in building a firm
foundation for suicide prevention,
there’s still so much more we need
to do. Coming together around the
concept of suicide prevention is
easy but implementing regional
efforts and collaboration is chal-
lenging. We need to remind our
community that suicide preven-

tion is everyone’s business every
day.

Be involved. Be engaged. All of
us can have a key role in saving
lives. Please learn more about
SPAN at http://
www.suicidepreventionnva.org/.

Jane Woods
Chairman, SPAN Committee

Fairfax-Falls Church Commu-
nity Services Board member

Election
Concern:
Hate Mongering
To the Editor:

I wanted to write to say how
extraordinary the upcoming elec-
tion is going to be. This is the first
time in twenty years that I have
been forced to do more than just
vote. I am a conservative from Ala-
bama that cast my first vote for
Bob Dole and supported Bush
through the 2000s. I broke ranks
to vote for Obama because of
McCain hawkishness, I was just
out of the Marine Corps and had
seen enough wars. I supported
Romney in the following election,
but was not distraught by Obama’s
reelection. Now is a different time.

My concern is not partisan dis-
agreements, but the fundamental
values of our country. I am con-
servative and not a Hillary fan, but
I must admit that she is the safest
and most conservative nominee.
Even if it would mean a more con-
servative court and lower taxes for
my family, it is not worth the risk
of death, war, and economic col-
lapse that a Trump candidacy
would allow. My biggest concern
is the hate mongering and race
baiting. Being from Alabama, I
have a masters in understanding
race baiting and coded language.
It is always a distraction for some
failed policy or difficult problem.
Trump is laying out a traditional
argument that life would be bet-
ter if these brown folks would go
away. Rational people know that
those people are taxpayers, em-
ployers, and citizens. I see argu-
ments that Trump is a modern day
Dixiecrat, but that is insulting to
Dixiecrats, they were far more in-
clusive. This year is the know noth-
ing party revival. I am frustrated
that the Republicans have some-
how found the one Republican
that could possibly be more
unliked than Hillary.

Bill Cahill
Springfield

Letters to the Editor
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COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

To Advertise
Your Community

of Worship,
Call 703-778-9418b b

Worship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sun. Evening – Realtime Worship & Youth 6 PM
Family Night – Wednesday 7:15 PM

Home Life Groups, College/Young Adult
Ministries, and Living Free Support Groups

Visit our Website: www.jccag.org
4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax

Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

Jubilee
Christian Center

“Loving People to Life”

�

Learn as if you
were to live
forever; live as if
you were going to
die tomorrow.

—John Wooden�

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

Alyssa M. Clark, Caitlyn M.
Clark, and Amanda R. Harvey of
Fairfax; Steven D. Peterson, Rich-
ard D. Grant, and Emma L. Gray of
Fairfax Station; Lauren L. Thomas of
Burke; Sean K. Troutman  and
Michael R. Deets of Springfield re-
ceived scholarships on July 22 from the
Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation at
the Truman Crawford Hall at the Marine
Barracks Washington in Washington
DC. The foundation awarded more than
$7 million in scholarship funding to a
2,300 Marine children for the 2015-16
academic year. Of those,170-plus recipi-
ents are from Washington DC, Maryland
or Virginia.

Local Fairfax High School Students
Graduated From Inaugural AT&T-Girls
Who Code Program in DC:

After seven intensive weeks, 19 tal-
ented high school girls – including
sophomore Caitlin Nguyen of Fairfax
County – from the DMV area will show-
case their new computer skills by
pitching the new apps and web designs
they created during the first AT&T-Girls
Who Code Summer Immersion Program
in Washington, D.C.

Binghamton University has an-
nounced the Dean’s List for the Spring
2016 semester.

Karen Lee of Fairfax, VA

Creighton University Dean’s List for
spring 2016 recognizes full-time stu-
dents who earn a 3.5 grade-point
average or better on a 4.0 scale.

Megan Hess of Fairfax, was named
to the Spring 2016 dean’s list.

Chantelle Dubois, a student at the
University of Hawaii at Manoa, Hono-
lulu, Hawaii and Army Reserve Officers’
Training Corps cadet, participated in
Cadet Language and Cultural Immer-
sion Training. It was the soldier’s
first-ever training deployment as a ca-
det.

Dubois is the daughter of Laura and
David Dubois of Springfield, Virginia.

Zachary Jarrett, of Springfield and
a West Springfield graduate of 2012,
graduated in Spring 16 from Auburn
University Magna Cum Laude with a
Bachelor’s degree in Biomedical Science.
He was accepted to the Edward Via Col-
lege of Osteopathic Medicine; Auburn
Campus which he started July of 2016.

Jake Bannon, from Clifton, Va./
Paul VI Catholic, is playing for Saint
Michael’s College Men’s Soccer Team

James H. Lau ‘17, received the
President’s Award for Overall Academic
Excellence. James is a biology major at
Hampden-Sydney College. He is the son
of Michael and Audrey Lau of Spring-
field, VA.

Schools
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Sports

ONGOING
Batting Cage Occoquan Regional Park

9751 Ox Road Lorton, VA 22079. Open
through Oct. 30 Occoquan offers a baseball/
softball batting cage, for hitters of all levels.
Pitching machines offer other pitches like
curveballs. Cost: 14 balls $1.50 Team Rentals
Per Cage: 30 min. $18 60 min. $34 https://
www.novaparks.com/parks/occoquan-
regional-park/things-to-do/batting-cage

Kayak Rental Occoquan Regional Park 9 -
6 p.m. daily through Sept. 30 This park
offers hourly and daily kayak rentals for
those interested in exploring the river.
Kayaks are launched from shore and are
available in one or two seat configurations.

Farmers Market & Food Trucks: 3-7 p.m.
Thursdays through Oct. 27 at the Fairfax
County Government Center front parking lot.

Rock the Block! 6:30 p.m. Every fourth Friday
through Oct. 28. Old Town Square, 3999
University Drive, Fairfax. Concert series.
Food is available for sale. Bring chairs and or
blankets to sit on. Kids – wear swim suits and
bring towels. Enjoy the new spray pad. No
Pets allowed except service animals.
fairfaxva.gov.

The Farmer’s Market at Springfield
Town Center. May 7- Nov. 19, 10 a.m.-2
p.m. Through November. Corner of Spring
Mall and Loisdale roads, Springfield. Enjoy
fresh baked goods, produce, vegetables &
fruits, meats & cheeses, and a host of other
vendors. springfieldtowncenter.com.

Fairfax Rotary Club Meeting. 12:15-1:30
p.m. Mondays. American Legion, 3939 Oak
St., Fairfax. Meetings with luncheon and
program. fairfaxrotary.org.

Plant Clinic. 9 a.m.-noon. Sundays till end of
September. Lorton Farmers Market, 8990
Lorton Station Blvd., Lorton. Conducted by
Master Gardeners. Answer gardening
question, identify plants and insects, soil
tests, etc. fairfaxgardening.org.

Carolina Shag. Wednesdays. 6:30-10 p.m.
Arlington/Fairfax Elks Lodge, 8421 Arlington
Blvd., Fairfax. Free lessons at 7:30 p.m. No
partners needed. Dinner menu. $8. Under 21
free. nvshag.org.

FUN-Exercise. Thursdays, noon-12:50 p.m.
Grace Presbyterian Church Family Room,
7434 Bath St., Springfield. Inova certified
exercise instructor leads a moderate level
exercise class with music and current events
conversation. Muscle, Balance, Strength
Training using stretch bands and weights
both standing and seated exercises.
Instructor donation is $5.
moorefitt@yahoo.com or 703-499-6133.

EXERCISE PROGRAM Mondays and Fridays
at 9:30 am year-round at Lord of Life
Lutheran Church, 5114 Twinbrook Rd.
Fairfax, VA 22032. The exercises are for
strength, balance and maintaining
limberness. Contact SCFB office at 703-426-
2824 for more information.

Cafe Ivrit (Hebrew Cafe). Wednesdays.
8:15-9:15 a.m. Jewish Community Center of
Northern Virginia, 8900 Little River
Turnpike, Fairfax. Shalom (hello) Did you
always want to converse in Hebrew? Join
Na’ama each week for conversational
Hebrew. You will learn and practice Hebrew
in a fun and interactive way while learning
more about Israel. Free, however we ask that
you try to attend regularly. RSVP
Naama.Gold@jccnv.org.

Smoke Free Bingo (with breaks for smoking
friends). 7 p.m. Every Friday. Fairfax
Volunteer Fire Department, 4081 University
Drive, Fairfax. Free coffee, entertaining
callers, $1,000 jackpot. www.fairfaxvd.com.
703-273-3638.

Olly Olly Presents Lush Life Aug. 27
through Sept. 17 at Olly Olly located at
10417 Main Street, 2nd Floor in Fairfax, VA.
Lush Life is an experiential hyper-color art
exhibition that creates a world of luscious
extravagance. Lush Life interrogates
materialism, contrasts excessiveness with art-
world sustainability, and connects the artistic
fantasy to the mundanity of the artist’s day-
to-day life and practice. Call 703-789-6144
for more information.

English Conversation Groups weekly at
George Mason, Burke Centre, and Lorton
Libraries Practice and improve your English.
Day and start times vary. Visit: https://
va.evanced.info/fairfaxcounty/lib/
eventcalendar.asp

First Sunday Jazz Brunch 11 - 2 p.m.
Recurring monthly on the 1st Sunday at
Bazin’s on Church 111 Church St N.W.,
Vienna, VA 22180. Enjoy brunch
accompanied by the soft jazz sounds of
Virginia Music Adventure. Visit: http://
www.fxva.com/listing/bazins-on-church/
1686/

Stories From Strawberry Park 10 - 11 a.m.
Tuesdays in Mosaic - Strawberry Park
2910 District Avenue, Fairfax, VA 22031.
Enjoy a live interactive performance each
week taught by a group of unique
storytellers. For ages 10 and under. Held
outside in Strawberry Park. In inclement
weather and October through April,
storytime will be held in Angelika Film
Center. Recurring weekly on Tuesday. Visit:
http://www.fxva.com/listing/mosaic-
district/2326/

Singers wanted for the Celebration
Singers. A women’s show choir performing
at various community sites in Northern
Virginia. Do you love to sing? Make new
friends? Bring joy to others through music?
Come join us. Practice is held 10:30 am –
2:30 pm, starting again in September on
Wednesdays in Burke. Contact: Barb Male,
703-250-5294, email barbdmale@yahoo.com
or Gayle Parsons, 703-644-4485, email
gparsons3@cox.net.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 14
The Springfield Christian Women’s

Connection will host a luncheon at
Springfield Golf and Country Club, 8301 Old
Keene Mill Road in Springfield 11:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. $20 per person – all inclusive.
Reservations are requested by Friday, Sept.
9, by calling 703-922-6438 or e-mail:
SpringWmConn@yahoo.com. The Springfield
Christian Women’s Connection invites
everyone to luncheon program.

WANV Luncheon. 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at
Springfield Golf & Country Club, 8301 Old
Keene Mill Road, Springfield, Va. 22152. The
Women’s Association of Northern VA club

cordially invite you to join us at Springfield Golf
& Country Club for their first meeting of the
year. Two authors will share info about the
Franconia Museum and local history of our
area. Deadline for reservations is September
9th and checks may be mailed to WANV P.O.
Box 523651 Springfield, Va. 22152-5651.
Cost: $23. Contact Barbara Karcher at
barbiekarcher@hotmail.com or call 703-451-
5054.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 16
Mind in the Making: Kickoff 10 - 12:30

p.m. 2334 Gallows Road Dunn Loring, VA
Entrance 1 - Room 100. At this introduction
workshop you will learn the research behind
the Seven Essential Life Skills Every Child
Needs. These evidence-based skills all
involve what researchers call. “Executive
Functions of the Brain.” Cost: Free.
www.fcps.edu/dss/osp/prc/index.shtml or
703-204-3941.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 17
Day of Free Dental Care Hosted by

Vienna Smiles 7:30 - 5 p.m. 2553 Chain
Bridge Road, Vienna, VA 22181. First come
first serve. The Smiles Team, comprised of
offices in Vienna, Fairfax, Arlington, and
now, The Plains, VA. “This event is very
important to us, as it’s one of our many ways
of giving back to our wonderful community.
703-790-1953 rripps@mpaart.org

Golf Club Championship. 8 a.m. Burke Lake
Golf Course, 7315 Ox Road, Fairfax Station.
Players compete in an 18-hole individual
stroke tournament. Registration begins 2
weeks prior to event. Rain date: Sept. 24.
Cost is $35 and includes lunch.
Roberta.Korzen@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Fairfax City Regional Library Children’s
Book Sale 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 10360 North
Street, Fairfax, VA.Thousands of gently-read
books and non book media organized into
categories including picture books, early
readers, nonfiction, holiday, chapter books
and more. $.25-$2.00. Some specials $3 and
$4.Free parking. Email:
friendsoffairfaxcitylibrary@gmail.com or
call: 703-644- 4870

Send notes to the Connection at connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/ or call 703-778-9416.
The deadline is the Friday prior to the next paper’s publication at noon. Dated announcements
should be submitted at least two weeks prior to the event.

Calendar

By Tim Peterson

The Connection

A
s a freshman at West Springfield
High School, Matt Miller passed
the eye test for the rowing team.

“He was a tall, skinny kid,” re-
members former varsity coach and Spring-
field resident Rick Ferguson. “Tall is good
for crew.”

Ferguson said Miller also “had a determi-
nation that a lot of kids don’t have. He was
always very focused.”

Miller went on to row for four years as a
Spartan, earning Washington Post “All-Met”
honorable mention as a junior and full All-
Met honors his senior year.

AFTER GRADUATING in 2007, he con-
tinued his rowing career with four years in
a shell at the University of Virginia.

Miller had played a lot of sports growing
up — baseball, soccer, basketball — and was
even a wide receiver and tight end for West
Springfield his junior and senior years.

But rowing, he said, he enjoyed because
“racing is the purest form of competition.”

“It’s challenging,” Miller added. “You
against the people next to you, just going
to see who gets there first.”

After graduating from UVA in 2011, Miller
wasn’t ready to let go of rowing, so he got
involved with an elite sculling organization,
the Potomac Boat Club, while working in
energy trading as a day job in Washington,
D.C.

“I wanted to see where this rowing thing
could go,” said Miller, “how far it could take
me.”

Training six to seven times a week, Miller
was keen for the sport to take him pretty
far. Around 2013, he was invited to train
with the U.S. men’s national crew team at
Princeton.

By the winter of 2014, he joined the team
training center and moved to becoming a
full time athlete.

Over the winter, training with the team
in California, Miller said he was “losing con-

sistently, not doing well at all.”
But after a few months, his performance

started to improve. In the spring, he said
he started to believe the Olympics could be
in his future.

Miller was later named to the men’s eight
boat for summer World Championships in
2014 and 2015, in The Netherlands and
France, respectively. He was getting closer.

In April 2016, he heard from the U.S.
coaches he had been chosen to compete in
Río with the men’s four-man boat. The offi-
cial press release went out in June.

Miller’s team won gold at a World Cup
event earlier in the season, giving them a
lot of confidence going into the Olympic
Games.

However after not finishing in the top
three of the Olympic semi-final, that meant
Miller’s boat would compete in the B-final
and was eliminated from medal contention.
They won that heat and finished seventh
overall.

“It was a great experience,” Miller said,
“we were just disappointed. We thought we
had the speed to medal.”

BACK IN HIGH SCHOOL, Miller’s friend
and coxswain Andrew Ferraro said he was
not only a “very hard worker, putting in the
extra effort,” but that he always knew how
and when to have fun.

“As hard as he was working, he was al-
ways able to separate that,” said Ferraro,
who now lives in Clifton. “He could be a
little goofy at times too.”

Miller’s good training-life balance set him
up for a quick transition following the
games. Immediately after returning from
the closing ceremony in Río, he reported to
Charlottesville to begin classes at UVA’s
Darden School of Business.

The Olympian’s parents still live in the
same Springfield neighborhood where he
grew up, which he said isn’t far from the
parents of Ginny Thrasher, who took home
the first gold medal of the 2016 games for
air rifle.

Thrasher was also a West Springfield
graduate, though from 2015.

“It was bound to happen somewhere in
America,” Miller said of the coincidence.
“Why not Springfield?”

2007 West Springfield
grad competed in
Olympic crew.

The Row to Río
Photos courtesy of Matt Miller

West Springfield graduate Matt Miller competed in men’s four rowing at
the Olympic Games in Río.
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703-684-0700 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

Service & Parts Depart. Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7:00am to 9:00pm

Saturday, 8:00am to 5:00pm
SUNDAY, 10 AM TO 4 PM (by appt. only)

Service & Parts Depart. Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7:00am to 9:00pm

Saturday, 8:00am to 5:00pm
SUNDAY, 10 AM TO 4 PM (by appt. only)

YOU HAVE SATURDAY OFF.
THAT’S EXACTLY WHY WE DON’T!

NOW OPEN

ON SUNDAYS

10AM TO 4PM

BY APPT ONLY

NOW

AVAILABLE

Call for An Appointment

703-684-0710
or Schedule Online at AlexandriaToyota.com
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

DESIGN AND BUILD • COMPLETE HOME RENOVATION
• Kitchen, Bath, Basement Remodeling • Electricity, Plumbing • Doors, Windows, Crown
Molding, Hand Rails, Chair Rails, Interior, Exterior, Finish Carpentry • Interior, Exterior

Painting, Pressure Washing • Ceramic, Hardwood Flooring, Refinish Floors, Deck Reflooring
• Build Deck, Fence, Patios, Retaining Walls • Concrete Driveway, Brick or Stone Sidewalk

• Building Maintenance • Residential, Commercial • Foreclosures, Realtors Welcome
Serving Northern Virginia, D.C., Maryland • Licensed and Insured

HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial
HAND & HAND HANDYMAN LLC
General Remodeling • Residential & Commercial

703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Power Washing
Go from Green to Clean. We clean
Houses, Decks, Fences, Patios, etc.
Deck Staining and Sealing, Exterior
Wood Rot, Deck & Fence Repair.
Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates

email: jnave@comcast.net

703-987-5096

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles

and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

BATHROOM REMODELING

703-250-2872
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

www.brennan-tile.com

by Brennan and Tile

TILE/MARBLE TILE/MARBLE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

LANDSCAPING

SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Hauling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

40 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

EmploymentEmployment

AirOn is hiring
HVAC Service Tech & Helper

3 yrs experienced Res. and Comm. repairs
Install HVAC piping. Call 301-251-0470

ASSISTANT

BOOKSTORE MANAGER
(Springfield Campus)

Mid $20s
401k, 2 wks vacation

Lots of advancement oppts! 
jsmith@bncollege.com

KIDDIE COUNTRY
Developmental Learning Center

9601 Old Keene Mill Rd, Burke, VA 22015

AFTERNOON CLASS AIDES
TWO AND HALF TO THREE HOURS 
DAILY STARTING AT 2:30, 3:00, OR 

3:30pm, M-F

Assist in implementing positive 
classroom support and daily activities. 
Must love working with young children

Phone: 703-644-0066
EOE

OFFICE ASSISTANT
Busy internal medicine office needs part 

time office assistant. Must be able to 
multitask. Experience preferred. 

Call Pat 703-764-4850

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

I am easily satisfied 
with the very best.
-Winston Churchill
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

ClassifiedClassified
Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

Join our team: www.communitysystems.org

Community Systems, Inc. would like
to celebrate our Direct Support Professionals

who give so much of  themselves to the
people we support and our organization.

Thank you for Making Happiness Happen for the
 people supported in our local Community

Kindness is a language that the deaf can hear and the blind can see.
-Mark Twain

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE

According to the Lease by and between Joseph Strauss (of 
unit 1131) and TKG-StorageMart and its related parties, as-
signs and affiliates in order to perfect the Lien on the goods 
contained in their storage unit, the manager has cut the lock on 
their unit and upon cursory inspection the unit was found to 
contain: dog beds, boxes, clothes, ect. Items will be sold or 
otherwise disposed of on Friday September 23, 2016 @ 
12:00pm at 11325 Lee Hwy Fairfax VA 22030 to satisfy own-
er's lien in accordance with state statutes.

According to the Lease by and between Barbara Franceschi 
(of unit 1069) and TKG-StorageMart and its related parties, as-
signs and affiliates in order to perfect the Lien on the goods 
contained in their storage unit, the manager has cut the lock on 
their unit and upon cursory inspection the unit was found to 
contain: totes, bed, furniture, home decor, ect. Items will be 
sold or otherwise disposed of on Friday September 23, 2016 
@ 12:00pm at 11325 Lee Hwy Fairfax VA 22030 to satisfy 
owner's lien in accordance with state statutes.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
CafeSole, Inc trading as Cafe 
Sole, 7127A Columbia Pike, 
Annandale, VA 22003. The 

above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA 

DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine 
and Beer on Premises and 

Mixed Beverages Restaurant 
license to sell or manufacture 

alcoholic beverages, 
Son Ae An, President

NOTE: Objections to the 
issuance of this license must 
be submitted to ABC no later 

than 30 days from the publish-
ing date of the first of two 
required newspaper legal 

notices. Objections should be 
registered at 

www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

Meals Tax: Vote ‘No’
To the Editor:

I’m writing this letter to encourage the
people of Springfield and Fairfax County to
vote NO on the meals tax referendum on
the Nov. 8 ballot. There are numerous rea-
sons to vote NO, but first among them is
that a meals tax is the most regressive form
of taxation our government can impose. It
taxes food without discrimination to your
ability to enjoy a simple meal out with your
family.

Second, Chairman Sharon Bulova of the
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors rea-
soned in her September “Bulova Byline” that
a meals taxis “a source of revenue most
towns and cities within or adjacent to us
already have.” What she did not mention is

that lower meal prices in Fairfax County is
an attraction for people to spend their earn-
ings in the County, thereby increasing the
overall revenue base. Just because others
are doing it does not make it right or proper.
Finally, our citizens need to understand
what politicians won’t tell them: no busi-
ness, including restaurants, pay taxes; they
simply collect taxes from the consumers to
pass to the government. Let’s tackle this
problem from the other direction by cut-
ting wasteful services we no longer need or
desire so more of us can enjoy more fre-
quent nights out on the town.

Matt Rising
Springfield

Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-778-
9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated announcements
should be submitted at least two weeks prior to the
event.

The Church of the Good Shepherd, 9350
Braddock Rd., Burke, is offering day and evening
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)
classes to serve members of the community who
wish to improve their English skills. Class levels
offered are based on enrollment needs. Fall 2016
registration takes place Sept. 7—8 and classes be-
gin Sept. 20. For more information call the church
office at 703-323-5400. Leave your name and con-
tact information and someone will get back to you.

Fairfax Baptist Temple, at the corner of
Fairfax County Parkway and Burke Lake Roads,
holds a bible study fellowship at 9 a.m. Sundays
followed by a 10 a.m. worship service. Nursery care
and children’s church also provided. 6401 Mission-
ary Lane, Fairfax Station, 703-323-8100 or
www.fbtministries.org.

The Guhyasamaja Buddhist Center, 10875
Main St., Fairfax City provides free classes to both
newcomers and advanced practitioners of Tibetan
Buddhism. The center emphasizes working with
the mind and learning how to understand the
workings of the mind, overcoming inner causes of
suffering, while cultivating causes of happiness.
Under the direction of Lama Zopa Rinpoche, the
center is a place of study, contemplation and medi-
tation. Visit http://www.guhyasamaja.org for
more information.

Lord of Life Lutheran offers services at two

locations, in Fairfax at 5114 Twinbrook Road and
in Clifton at 13421 Twin Lakes Drive. Services in
Fairfax are held on Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. and
Sundays at 8:30 and 10 a.m. Services in Clifton are
held on Sundays at 8:15 and 10:30 a.m. 703-323-
9500 or www.Lordoflifeva.org.

First Baptist Church of Springfield offers
Sunday school at 9:15 a.m., followed by both tra-
ditional and contemporary worship services at
10:30 a.m. at 7300 Gary St., Springfield. 703-451-
1500 or www.fbcspringfield.org.

Clifton Presbyterian Church , 12748
Richards Lane, Clifton, offers Sunday worship ser-
vices at 10 a.m. and Cup of Fellowship at 11 a.m.
Nursery care is provided from 9:45-11:15 a.m.
Christian education for all ages is at 9:45 a.m. 703-
830-3175.

St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church,
6720 Union Mill Road, Clifton, conducts Sunday
masses at 7:30 a.m., 8:45 a.m., Latin mass at 10:30
a.m. and 12:30 p.m. It also offers a Saturday vigil
at 5:30 p.m. and a Thursday Latin mass at 7 p.m.
Additional mass offered Monday-Friday at 6:30
a.m. (except on Federal holidays) and 8:45 a.m.
703-817-1770 or www.st-andrew.org.

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 8304
Old Keene Mill Road, Springfield, offers casual
worship services on Saturday evenings at 5:30 p.m.
featuring contemporary music. More traditional
services take place on Sunday mornings at 8:15
and 11 a.m. Sunday School is from 9:45-10:45 a.m.
for children and adults. The church also offers dis-
cussion groups for adults. 703-451-5855 or
www.poplc.org.

Faith Notes

Letters

Meals Tax: Vote ‘Yes’
To the Editor:

I am writing to encourage a “Yes” vote on
the Fairfax County Meals Tax. A few pen-
nies on the dollar will:

❖  Retain the quality of our schools
❖  Support other services like parks, li-

braries, fire and police
❖  Relieve the burden on our property

taxes
❖  Increase property values
We relocated to Fairfax County almost a

decade ago. We used only two criteria to
narrow down our home search in the re-
gion. The first was convenience to our jobs,
and the second was the quality of the
schools.

People buy houses in Fairfax County be-
cause of our great schools.

There’s considerable research from vari-
ous universities and NGOs documenting the
fact that school quality has a significant

impact on property values. All of the neigh-
boring counties in our region have a meals
tax. Fairfax teachers are paid less, and
Fairfax County Public Schools have larger
class sizes than these other counties. If we
fail to pass the tax, our schools are likely to
lose most music, art, and sports programs,
along with many AP classes.

My children’s best teachers are leaving
the county, and more are likely to do so, if
we can’t shore up our schools. There is ex-
tensive documentation of all of this infor-
mation at YesMealsTax.org. I strongly urge
your support of this critical initiative.
Please visit the website to engage with the
campaign as I have done. They welcome
your questions, and need your donations
and support.

Debra Louison-Lavoy
McLean
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Pep Bauman
“Put Pep’s Energy to Work for You”
703-314-7055
PepLnF.com

ELLIE WESTER
703-503-1880
L&F Founder’s Club
Lifetime NVAR Top Producer
Life Member, NVAR Million
Dollar Sales Club
ellie.wester@longandfoster.com

# 1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

Access the Realtors’ Multiple Listing Service: www.searchvirginia.listingbook.com

BARBARA NOWAK
& GERRY STAUDTE
“My Virginia Home Team”
703-473-1803, 703-309-8948
gerry.staudte@longandfoster.com
 www.MyVirginiaHomeTeam.com

JUDY SEMLER
703-503-1885

judys@lnf.com
www.JudysHomeTeam.com

MARSHA WOLBER
Lifetime Member NVAR Top Producers
Top 5% of Agents Nationally
www.marshawolber.com
Cell: 703-618-4397

Sheila Adams
703-503-1895
Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club
Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

David Levent
703-338-1388
davidshomes@lnf.com

Selling Virginia’s Finest Homes
Member, NVAR Multi Million Dollar Sales Club

STEVE CHILDRESS
“Experience…with
 Innovation!”
Life Member NVAR Top Producers
Buyer Broker since 1973!
703-981-3277

Find More Information at: www.Hermandorfer.com

Come to the HEART
of Real Estate, since 1980
Proudly Serving Northern VA
KAY HART, CRS, GRI
Associate Broker
Life Member NVAR Top Producer
kay.hart@longandfoster.com
703-503-1860

Fairfax Station - $789,000
Outstanding  cul-de-sac location in Fairfax Station neighborhood! Beautifully

updated throughout! Updated kitchen & baths! Walk out lower level!

Round Hill
Serenity and
seclusion.
Beautiful
custom-built 4
BR, 4.5 BA
colonial on
approx. 4 gor-
geous acres
with a view of

the Blue Ridge Mnts. Freshly painted, hardwood floors, custom
moulding, 2 fireplaces, gourmet kitchen, custom counters,
Anderson windows, bonus room, den, finished lower rec. room,
large deck with a screen porch, gorgeous custom pool in a pri-
vate park-like setting.

Close in
Arlington $2250
For RENT NOW

Right PRICE
Charming 2 BR
Cape Cod, freshly
painted, lovely
hdwd floors on
MN & UL of this
3 lvl home on a
quiet residential

street. Just 6 mi to DC line and 1/2 mile to E Falls Church
Metro--great location. Includes enclosed porch, walk-out LL, rig.
2115 N Potomac St, Arlington, VA.

Call Kay Hart 703-217-8444

Fairfax
$790,000

Well-appointed
center hall
colonial
upgraded
throughout *
Wood floors on
main level  &
double stair-

cases * Pass through fireplace between family rm & eat-in kitchen
* Laundry rms on main & upper levels * Master suite featuring
fireplace, sitting rm, huge walk-in closet & luxurious bath *
Finished walkout lower level w/recreation rm, media rm, exercise
rm, den & bath. Call Judy 703-503-1885 or email judys@LNF.com.

Top 1% of Agents Nationally

Carol Hermandorfer
703-216-4949

Burke - $550,000
WOW! Perfect House, Perfect location! Nestled on private

lot in sought after Burke Centre! Updates Galore!

McLean $369,900
End unit condo
with wrap
around balcony
Beautiful views
from this 12th floor
unit. Two bed-
rooms, two baths,
1300+ sq ft and
garage parking!
Luxury building

with concierge, gated
entry, outdoor pool, and
more. Walkable to
Silver Line metro.

Lake Occoquan Shores
RARE

OPPORTUNITY
$649,850

Secluded waterfront commu-
nity of 5 acre+ homesites
with spectacular water views
and Fairfax County parkland!
Solid brick home backs to

lake with approx. 3,888 sq ft of living space. 5/6 bedrms, 3 totally remod-
eled full baths, 2 fireplaces, formal dining rm, deluxe kitchen w/ eating
space adjoins Fam Rm leading to 62' deck overlooking lake! Rec Rm w/ bar,
game/hobby rm, storage rm, bonus rm could be used as bedrm. Huge sepa-
rate barn/workshop, covered RV pad, circular DW, and much more! Call
Steve Childress NOW for private showing….. 703 981-3277

WATE
RFR

ONT

REDUCED

S
O
LD

Fairfax $639,900
Beautiful Middleridge - Quiet Cul-de-sac location

Lots of TLC - New Kitchen - Newer Baths
Hardwood Floors - New Carpet UL

Lovely Porch/SunRoom w/Sliders to Deck
Call Sheila Adams 703-503-1895

Fairfax
$525,000

Beautiful 5 acre
building lot in
Woodson Frost
school district.
Public water
available, excel-
lent location
within minutes of
GMU, shopping,
restaurants, and
major roads.

Fairfax
$527,500

Kings Park
West colonial
featuring: 
4 bedrooms
* 2.5
updated
baths *
beautifully
updated

kitchen that opens to private patio * fireplace in step-
down family room * large back yard * near schools, GMU,
shopping & VRE. Call Judy at 703-503-1885.

Fairfax
$410,000
Fantastic
in Fairfax

Newly renovated and
freshly painted, this
3 BR, 2.55 BA TH is
a MUST SEE! HW
Foyer & DR. New SS
appliances, new
ceramic tile, new
counters in Kit and
MORE.  Fin LL Rec
Rm. Backs to woods.
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West Springfield Condo $174,500
Newly renovated ground level 1 bedroom condo in amazing West Springfield
location. Brand new carpet. New Maple cabinets. Stainless Appliances. Granite
Countertops. Beautifully remodeled bath. New Windows/Sliding Glass Door.
Very low condo fees includes water, sewer, trash collection, and outdoor pool.

Laurel Chinn
Text or Call 571-212-9952
SellingHomes@LaurelChinn.com

Burke Centre $675,000
Beautiful, fully updated 4BR/3.5BA on a cul-de-sac in The
Landings of Burke Centre. Beautiful kitchen and baths.
See video at LaurelChinn.com/blog.
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Franconia ❖ Kingstowne ❖ Newington

SpringfieldSpringfield

Franconia ❖ Kingstowne ❖ Newington

Interior designer Anne Walker used
Willem Smith Quintana Swivel Chairs
in Dreamer Apricot Leather to add a
pop of color to a neutral palette.

Interior designer Anne Walker used
Willem Smith Quintana Swivel Chairs
in Dreamer Apricot Leather to add a
pop of color to a neutral palette.
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*Minimum Advertised Price. **Manufacturer’ s Suggested Retail Price.† The Honda One Year Extended Warranty Event offer is good on all Honda HRS, HRR and
HRX Series. See your Authorized Honda Power Equipment Dealer for full details. Please read the owner’ s manual before operating your Honda Power Equipment
and never use in a closed or partly enclosed area where you could be exposed to odorless, poisonous carbon monoxide. Connection of a generator to house
power requires a transfer device to avoid possible injury to power company personnel. Consult a qualified electrician. ©2016 American Honda Motor Co., Inc.

HRX217K5VYA
• Honda Exclusive Select Drive™ Speed Control System
• 4-in-1 Versamow System with Clip Director® - mulch, bag,
  discharge or leaf shred with no tools required!
• Roto-Stop® Blade Stop System – Stops the blade, not the engine!
• Limited Lifetime NeXite® Deck Warranty
• 5-Year Honda Residential Warranty

HRR216K9VLA
• Electric Start with automotive-style key start!
• MicroCut® Twin Blade System for superior mulching and bagging
• Adjustable Smart Drive provides variable speed control
  under all Mowing conditions
• Honda’s Premium Residential GCV160cc Engine
• 3-Year Honda Residential Warranty

HRR216K9VKA
• MicroCut® Twin Blade System for superior mulching and bagging
• Adjustable Smart Drive provides variable speed control
  under all Mowing conditions
• 3-in-1 System with Clip Director® for mulching, bagging or
discharging versatility
• 3-Year Honda Residential Warranty

Twinbrooke Centre • 9565 Braddock Rd.
Open 7 Days • 703-425-1855

Like us on Facebook

We’re Not Just Apparel Anymore!

Check out the, new table runners and napkins too.

Our new
Tuscan Grove
collection of

lemon and olive
motifs will take

you from Summer
Into Fall perfectly!

Build Your Community
Support Your Local

Businesses.

www.connectionnewspapers.com

HomeLifeStyle

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

J
ohn W. Smith treks through a maze
of sleek chairs and stately sofas in
a large, sunlit showroom tucked
in an industrial warehouse center

in Fairfax. He pauses at dining chair, up-
holstered in beige linen and framed with
espresso hardwood.

“Feel how smooth that is,” he said, run-
ning his fingers along the wooden edge of
the seat. “If you’re at a sitting at the table
for three, there’s no sharp edge against the
back of your calves.”

Dubbed the “three-hour dinner party”
chair, the Etesian is part of the Willem Smith
Furnitureworks collection. Pieces ranging
from the brown, leather San Luis, a stream-
lined version of a traditional wing chair, to
the Francisco Metro Swivel, a petite recliner,
to the Canapé sofa, fill the showroom.

“The comfort of the pieces sells them, but
it doesn’t look like big, over-stuffed furni-

ture,” said interior designer Lowell Wade
of Interior Motives in Alexandria.

Like many furniture makers, Smith strives
to marry style and comfort. He’s taken that
commitment to a new level, however, cre-
ating and patenting his own seating mecha-
nism to ensure comfort. Named piErgonom,
it’s a device that attaches the seat back to
the seat cushion, preventing slippage and
offering back support. Beauty and style
matter to Smith, but in his liberal view of
aesthetics, beauty springs from not only the
physical appeal, but also the way a piece
feels and functions.

“Comfort is the final element that deter-
mines whether the chair or sofa is a suc-
cess,” said Smith, a Great Falls father of four
teenage daughters. “We sweat all of the
details and are completely consumed by
making all of our seating more comfort-
able.”

Smith says that he is committed to mini-
mizing his company’s impact on the envi-
ronment. His practices include using non-
endangered hardwoods. All of the springs
incorporated into the cushions of his seats
are made from recycled steel. Most of the
furniture and fabrics used are made in the
United States. Buyers can choose from a
range of textiles and finishes, including
leathers and fabrics, which are displayed

in the showroom.
Born and raised on a farm in Ontario,

Canada, Smith left a career in banking to

spend more time with his then-young fam-
ily. He also itched to find creativity in his
life. His pieces, which not only include seat-
ing, but also tables, cabinets and other wood
works, are a blend of contemporary lines
and classic styles.

Smith credits a talented team of what he
calls “style leaders” with the aesthetics of
his goods. “I have no illusions that I’m Yves
St. Laurent and I wouldn’t pretend to have
an affinity for style,” he said. “There is a
difference between design and style. Design

Local furniture
maker combines
style and comfort

Comfort Zone

See Comfort Zone,  Home Page 4

“Comfort is the final
element that determines
whether the chair or
sofa is a success.”

— John Smith, Willem Smith
FurnitureWorks

Photo by Marilyn Campbell

John Smith of Willem Smith FurnitureWorks shows examples of leather
used for the seating he creates. More photos online.
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Dallison R. Veach
Associate Broker, CRS, ABR®, GRI, CDPE

It’s Always a Done Deal With Dallison!

•RE/MAX Hall of Fame Inductee
•NVAR Lifetime Top Producer
•RE/MAX Platinum Club

Main Office:
5641 Burke Centre Parkway

Burke, VA 22015
Office: 703-250-8500
Cell: 703-477-7920

VeachRealty@gmail.com
www.Dallison.com

Who you choose to work with in a real estate transaction matters. Honesty and integrity
are important character traits! I am a full-time real estate professional with deep ties in my
community. I work tirelessly for my clients, whether buying or selling. You will always come
first during a transaction and you will have my personal attention every step of the way. I
know that whether this is your first step into the real estate market, or whether you are
stepping up, downsizing or relocating, it can be a daunting task. I’m here to make it easier,
understandable and as stress -free as possible. I have lived in the Northern Virginia area
since 1983 and I know the intricacies of our market well. Put my expertise to work for you!

Dallison R. Veach, Associate Broker

HomeLifeStyle

From Previous Page

is the engineering, construction, materials
and performance, and that’s my focus.”

Before hitting the market, for example,
each piece undergoes a careful inspection
by Smith and his business partner John “JB”
Behrens.

“We know all of our pieces intimately,”
said Behrens. “The designs essentially come
out of a collaborative process. We think
about furniture logically and practically and
we obsess over comfort.”

“We focus a lot on scale and proportion
and how that relates to a furniture buying
decision,” he continued. “When we have a
chair, for example, John and I look at it to-
gether, think about what works, what
doesn’t, what things bother us, how can we
figure out a solution to turn problems into
positives.”

A combination of versatility and comfort
drew Potomac, Md.-based interior designer
Anne Walker of Anne Walker Design to
Willem Smith furniture during a recent
home redesign. “All of their pieces are in-
credibly beautiful. They combine this very
clever combination of Old World and clas-
sic style with innovation,” said Walker. “The
greatest strength is the comfort of their
pieces. They take painstaking details. You

can tell the first time you sit on one of their
products that they are extremely comfort-
able.”

Smith’s wife, Mary, helps with marketing
and other tasks. “The clear differentiator for
the furniture is the attention to comfort and
functionality,” she said. “There is a lot of
furniture out there that may look good, but
isn’t functional. A lot of the public doesn’t
realize it. That’s the fun of the marketing
piece: educating others about this great
solution for people. Like before there was
Starbucks people didn’t realize they were
drinking bad coffee all them time.”

This attention to detail attracts clients
ranging from furniture-seeking
homeowners to interior designers on a mis-
sion to create a showplace.

“Their furniture has a bespoke quality and
an incomparable level of comfort,” said Jo-
seph Van Goethem of Joseph Van Goethem
Interior Design in McLean. “I believe Willem
Smith is the epitome of authenticity and
timelessness.” Even better, he added, “when
I first took a client to Willem Smith, there
was no smothering my client, no sales pitch.
When your furniture is that good, there’s
no need to sell it.”

They may not hover, but they are there
to help. One woman shopper first visited

Family Furniture

the Willem Smith showroom earlier this
year after renovating her kitchen. She chose
a dining table, dining chairs and bar stools
to complete the space. “JB and John …
helped me pick style, scale, color and de-
sign that enhanced my space and really
pulled it together beautifully. I invested sig-

nificantly into the renovation and I really
wanted the space to come together, flow,
and serve as a welcoming, bright and calm
social space.”

Locally, Peet’s Coffee & Tea selected
Willem Smith’s Rio Java chair for the lounge
area of its coffee shops.

Photo by Deb Stevens/The Connection

Interior designer Anne Walker used Willem Smith Quintana Swivel
Chairs in Dreamer Apricot Leather to add a pop of color to a neutral
palette.
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*Carrier rebates range from $0 to $1,565 depending on equipment purchased.
Rebate dates 9/01/16 to 11/15/16. Rebates are subject to change. Federal tax credits up to $500

on qualifying equipment. See your tax advisor for qualifications. System must be in service
prior to 12/31/16. +With approved credit. Call Brennan’s for complete financing details.

Brennan’s has been proudly serving Northern Virginia since 1979.
“We Are Here When You Need Us”

• 24 Hour Emergency Service
• Free Estimate on System Replacement
• Senior & Military Discounts
• 100% Satisfaction Guarantee

• Planned Maintenance Agreements
• FREE Second Opinion on System Failure
• We Service All Brands
• Up Front Pricing

info@brennanshvac.com
www.brennansHVAC.com

Up to

36
Months†

NO INTEREST
FINANCING

CALL NOW
703-491-2771

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Rebates & Tax
Credits are Back!

*Limited time only. See terms and conditions

SAVE UP TO:
$1,565 in rebates &
$500 in Tax Credits*

$2,065 Total Savings

HomeLifeStyle

Northern Virginia Association of Realtors

The Northern Virginia Association of Realtors reported that home sales increased by
more than 11 percent in August across Northern Virginia, with 2,104 closings com-
pared to 1,891 closings in August, 2015. The greatest increase was in Fairfax County,
with sales up more than 15 percent year over year for August.


