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Santa gives out candy to children after he
arrived by fire truck for the Tree-Lighting
Ceremony on Saturday, Dec. 3 in front of
Herndon’s Old Town Hall on Elden Street.
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News
Arrest Made in Sexual Assault
Investigation
A 20-year-old Herndon man was
arrested for sexual assault and is
being held at the Fairfax County
Adult Detention Center without
bond.
During an investigation, a 14year-old female told police that
she had consensual sexual relations with the man, according to
Lt. Mike Berg, a spokesperson for
the Herndon Police Department.
In Virginia, people can legally

consent to sexual intercourse at 18
years old, which means the victim
could not legally consent to having sex.
Sexual intercourse between a
juvenile of the victim’s age and a
person of perpetrator’s age or
older in Virginia is a felony that is
punishable up to 10 years in prison
and a fine of up to $100,000.
—Fallon Forbush

Week in Herndon

Holiday Fun: Herndon MOMS
Club Monthly Meeting 12/15/16
The MOMS Club of Herndon will host a monthly meeting on
Thursday, Dec. 15, from 10 a.m. to noon at Trinity Presbyterian
Church located at 651 Dranesville Rd, Herndon. All Herndon, VA
(zip codes 20170 and 20171) at-home mothers and their children are invited to join the club as they celebrate the season with
a delicious cookie exchange. For more information or to RSVP,
contact: Stephanie Talberg, Membership VP at
herndon_moms_info@yahoo.com.

®

®
WORLD’S BEST SINCE 1957

®

®

RESTON • 1480 North Point Village • 703-733-3860
2 ❖ Oak Hill/Herndon Connection ❖ December 14-20, 2016

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News
Finding Common Ground

Herndon Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic
703-778-9414 or herndon@connectionnewspapers.com

US Attorney General participates in Interfaith
Event at All Dulles Area Muslim Society.

By Andrea Worker
The Connection

hen one is threatened,
we are all threatened.
That’s the pledge we
made as citizens.” US
Attorney General Loretta Lynch expressed
her solidarity with all Americans as she delivered the keynote address at the Interfaith
gathering at the All Dulles Area Muslim
Society (ADAMS) on Monday morning, on
a stage that included Muslims, Christians,
Jews, Sikhs, Buddhists and Hindus.
Just before Lynch took to the podium, her
introducer - ADAMS board member Yasmin
Shafiq - took a tumble off the back of the
stage. Unhurt, Shafiq didn’t let the incident
stop her from making that introduction and
told the audience that the real pain she experiences today comes from “these strange
times” when after growing up in the ADAMS
community with “a faith that was informed
by love, compassion and inclusion…there
are those who now seek to undermine who
I am, who we are.”
Shafiq said she was at a loss to find an
appropriate analogy to link her mishap to
the proceedings, but Attorney General
Lynch said she could. “When you fell, everyone came to help. And that is the story
we have to tell today. When one of us falls,
we all have to step up without regard to
our own safety…regardless of the discomfort it may call upon us. When one of us is
in harm’s way, we are all in harm’s way.”

“W

`

LYNCH’S MESSAGE of unity was echoed
by all of the program’s speakers. Pastor Bob
Roberts of the Northwood Church in Keller,
Texas, said the current atmosphere of fear
and intolerance “breaks my heart. I had to
come” to the event “because I am a Christian.” Roberts is saddened by the fact that
what he describes as his religious “tribe” is
one that is often most prejudiced against
Muslims. “We have to challenge our own
tribe,” he declared. “I will stand with you!”
“No one should be intimidated for practicing their religion as they see fit. We believe with all our hearts in a country that is
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all,”
said ADAMS Executive Religious Director,
Imam Mohamed Majid.
Dr. Rajwant Singh, founder and Chairman
of the Sikh Council on Religion and Education told the attendees that Sikhs are often
mistaken as Muslims, but that “we are
proud to be identified as Muslims, especially
now.” Singh also called upon the interfaith
community to “protect and make a safe
place for our children. That’s the future.”
To thunderous applause, Rabbi Gerry
Serotta, Exec. Dir. of Interfaith Conference
of Metropolitan Washington, pledged that
if there is any movement to demand a registry of Muslim Americans, (as had been
suggested during the Presidential campaign) the “Jewish community will be in the
front of the line. Bigotry repudiates American values. Hate crimes comfort and support those who would attack our American
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

The representatives from diverse faiths - speakers at the ADAMS
Interfaith event - bow their heads as the opening prayer is given to
start the program.
Photos by Andrea Worker/The Connection

From left — Del. Jennifer Boysko (D-86), ADAMS member Somayyah
Ghariani, and Del. Kathleen Murphy (D-34) get together before the start
of the program. Boysko has been involved with ADAMS since 2005. “They
have always been welcoming. I am here to support my Muslim brothers
and sisters.” Murphy agreed. “They have always sought to serve the
greater community.” Ghariani said she finds their support “reassuring.”

US Attorney General Loretta Lynch
poses after the Interfaith event
with some of the scout troops from
the ADAMS Center. ADAMS is
heavily involved in scouting programs and a large number of its
youth participate in scouting.

Rizwan Jaka, Chair of the ADAMS
Board, was the host of the Interfaith Event, which included representatives of the Muslim, Christian, Jewish, Hindu, Buddhist and
Sikh religions, as well as the US
Attorney General, Loretta Lynch.
ful, is that of private citizen.”

principles.”
Attorney General Lynch spoke to the reported rise in hate crimes. Referring to the
most recent statistics released by the FBI
that showed a 6 percent increase in general incidents, and a 67 percent increase in
crimes against Muslims – the highest recorded since just after the September 11,
2001 terror attacks - Lynch cautioned, “That
doesn’t take into account the many incidents that go unreported. And these numbers are from 2015” – well before the 2016
Presidential campaign hit full stride. Lynch
chronicled the efforts the Department of
Justice has been making to investigate and
robustly prosecute hate crimes, as well as

to take proactive measures like initiatives
in schools, and training and outreach programs to facilitate better understanding
between different groups of people. She
pledged that the Department of Justice
would continue its commitment to this mission, and that she would also continue to
seek out ways to “move us forward” after
she has left the office.
“It’s always been hard [the fight for equality in the United States].” Calling on all
Americans to work in partnership to protect the progress made “by the sacrifice of
so many” and move the country forward,
Lynch closed with the reminder that the
“highest office in the land, the most power-

THE ADAMS Center was established in
1983 by a group of families from Herndon
and Reston to serve the local Muslim population. Since then, ADAMS has grown to
include additional campuses in Ashburn and
Chantilly and six smaller satellite locations.
Rizwan Jaka, Chair of the ADAMS Board
and the host of the Interfaith event, titled
“Standing together as Americans of Diverse
Faiths and Backgrounds to Counter Hate
Crimes,” noted that ADAMS has a longstanding tradition of serving the community and a special commitment to developing common ground among all peoples
through interfaith activities.
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Opinion
History in Police Reform Part 2
can lead to greater community cooperation in
achieving the ultimate goal of decreased crime
and increased public safety.
This very positive outcome seemed nearly
impossible in the wake of the death of John
Geer in August 2013, shot by then Fairfax Police Officer Adam Torres while standing unast week, the Fairfax County Board armed in the doorway to his own home. Offiof Supervisors voted to establish a cials had long opposed consideration of a CiCivilian Review Panel, part of a two- vilian Review Panel.
pronged concept of independent
Board of Supervisor Chairman Sharon
oversight of law enforcement recommended Bulova deserves tremendous kudos, first for
unanimously by the Ad Hoc Police Practices establishing the Ad Hoc Commission in the
Review Commission.
wake of public outrage over the shooting and
On Sept. 20, 2016, the board voted to estab- the blackout of information that followed, and
lish the Office of the Independent Auditor, the then for her unwavering support of the recother piece of oversight. The two
ommendations that emerged.
branches of oversight would not overIn voting for the Civilian Review
Editorial Panel,
lap.
Supervisor Linda Smyth said:
The Independent Police Auditor will
“We all know it’s time to put this in
report directly to the Board of Supervisors and place. This is what the public has really asked
provide oversight in cases of police use of us to do.”
force that lead to serious injury or death, inJohn Cook (R-Braddock), chairman of the
cluding officer-involved shootings. The Civil- Public Safety Committee, has been relentless
ian Review Panel will respond to community in moving the recommendations forward for
concerns or complaints about alleged inci- discussion and approval by the board. Having
dents of abuse of authority by FCPD by re- both the auditor and the panel approved in
viewing the investigations conducted by the 2016 is no small accomplishment.
department.
The recommendations for oversight also
The vote by the Board of Supervisors for the have the enthusiastic support of Police Chief
Office of Auditor was unanimous, and for the Edwin Roessler, whose support overall for
Civilian Review Panel, 9-1, indicating the change in the FCPD has been admirable and
strong commitment to independent oversight essential.
and the recommendations of the Ad Hoc ComEvery member of the Board of Supervisors
mission. The experiences from other commu- deserves credit for engaging on the details and
nities with civilian oversight have shown that supporting recommendations of the commisstrong, independent oversight builds legiti- sion.
macy and public trust through increased poOther changes brought about by the Ad Hoc
lice transparency and accountability to the Commission’s recommendations include the
public served. Oversight provides a meaning- implementation of Diversion First, which proful voice or forum for the public and forms a vides treatment rather than jail for nonviolent
crucial bridge between the public and the po- people with mental illness, resulting in some
lice. Increased transparency, trust, and com- 350 diversions from potential criminal arrest,
munication between the police and the public and in police transporting more than 1,000

Civilian Review Panel
— and they said it
couldn’t be done ….

L

people in mental health crisis to the Merrifield
Center for treatment; an emphasis on de-escalation and on crisis intervention training; the
revamping of the order of officer training to
emphasize the role of policing in a democracy
and the sanctity of life ahead of firearms training; and the significant amendment of General Order 540 on the use of force. The FCPD
has been a leading force in these changes, and
its leadership has played a pivotal role in seeking out and implementing best practices.
There are still miles to go, but evidence is
that county and police leadership are prepared
to traverse those miles.
— Mary Kimm
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Mary Kimm served on the Ad Hoc Police
Practices Review Commission and continues to
advocate for ongoing implementation.

SoberRide Safety Net
for Holiday
Celebrations
The annual Holiday SoberRide program, offering free rides home to locals over 21 who
have been celebrating with alcohol, will operate between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. each evening
between Friday, Dec. 16, 2016 and Sunday, Jan.
1, 2017 as a way to keep local roads safe from
impaired drivers during this traditionally highrisk, holiday period. SoberRide is organized by
the nonprofit Washington Regional Alcohol
Project. Area residents celebrating with alcohol may call the toll-free SoberRide phone
number 1–800–200–TAXI for a no-cost (up to
$ 30 fare), safe way home. Last December,
nearly 1,500 people took advantage of the program.
More information about WRAP’s SoberRide
initiative can be found at www.soberride.com.

Letters to the Editor

Standing with Veterans
To the Editor:
The challenges soldiers face often do not
conclude when they return home from the
battlefield. Many suffer permanent disabilities
and find completing once simple tasks difficult, if not impossible. To remedy this problem, last week, the House passed H.R. 3471,
the Veterans Mobility Safety Act. This bill will
require the Department of Veterans Affairs to
set standards for providers of automobile
equipment to ensure those vehicles are adapted
in order to accommodate veterans’ disabilities.
H.R. 3471 will help disabled veterans relying
on mobility equipment by ensuring they receive
the best quality, performance, and safety. I was
proud to see that our congresswoman, Barbara
Comstock, voted for this important piece of legislation.
Barbara has been a leader in Congress on
veterans’ issues. From cosponsoring the Hire
More Heroes Act to the SALUTE Act, she has
been at the forefront of passing several major
pieces of legislation benefiting veterans. I
strongly support and appreciate all Barbara has

done for veterans — she stands with us.
William C. Moore
Major General/U.S. Army, Retired
McLean

Major Bus Routes
Slated for Elimination
To the Editor:
As part of its FY 2017 budget, Metro is recommending the elimination of several major
bus lines in Fairfax County. Some of these
routes are used heavily and are essential to a
great many people. Two routes slated for elimination are Route 1C and Route 2B. Both run
from Dunn Loring to Fair Oaks but by different routes serving different communities — 2B
has a daily ridership of 900-plus ( 257,000plus riders a year), The 1C has a daily ridership of almost 1,000 ( 320,000-plus a year).
Neither my partner nor I drive. We use the
2B frequently to go to Fair Oaks, Vienna Metro,
Pan Am Shopping Center, Merrifield, and to
connect to the 2A at Dunn Loring to go to the
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doctor in Falls Church.
This bus provides the only weekend service,
midday service, holiday service, and late
evening service in our area. For us it is essential. Many low income folks who cannot afford cars depend upon this bus. As a regular
rider I can also attest that many recent immigrants, seniors on fixed incomes or who cannot drive and disabled persons ride these
buses. The loss of this service would be a tremendous blow to our daily lives.
Charles Keener
Vienna

Write
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News

Third Time a Charm?
Affordable and workforce housing to be
included in Woodland Park development.
By Ken Moore
The Connection

lizabeth Baker has helped rezone
11.95 acres of property in the
Herndon Transit Station Area,
east of Centreville Road and north
of Woodland Park Drive, three times during her career.
“I hope that the third time’s a charm.” said
Baker, of Walsh, Colucci, Lubeley & Walsh.
On Tuesday, Dec. 6, the Board of Supervisors granted NVR, Inc.’s request to rezone
the property to allow for 383 residential
units, including 295 multifamily dwelling
units, 56 two-over-two townhouses and 32
single family attached units.
“This site is designed to take advantage
of the open space in that area and the existing ponds,” Baker told the Board, including creating paths, seating areas and connectivity to a trail system along the ponds,
according to Baker.

E

The development provides 2.82 acres of
public urban open space on site, including
a community park adjacent to a stormwater
pond.
“The overall density is proposed to be of
25.7 dwelling units per acre including eight
affordable dwelling units and 38 workforce
dwelling units,” according to Planning Commission documents.
“I think this is a really nice development
and appreciate the proffer package the applicant has agreed to, especially the athletic
field contribution,” said Supervisor John
Foust (D-Dranesville).
NVR Inc. is contributing $913,000 “for
the acquisition and/or development of athletic fields,” according to planning documents.
The property will be part of the larger
development referred to as Woodland Park.
About 54 percent of the property will
remain open space, according to Planning documents.

LINK Looks To Community To Reach
Holiday Goals
LINK has a goal of collecting 4,000 toys
by this Saturday, Dec. 17, for children in
Herndon, Sterling and Ashburn.
“Sometimes people can get overwhelmed with the great need in their
community and feel they are too small
to do anything about a need so great,”
says Mark Gunderman, who is on the
charity’s board. “We provide everyone an
opportunity to do something.”
The organization has about 1,900 children from newborns to 16-year-olds who
are registered to receive new toys as part
of its annual Christmas Program that will
be held at the Trinity Presbyterian Church
in Herndon and the Christ the Redeemer
Church in Sterling this Saturday.
“We need to collect about 4,000 new
toys to give each child two toys,” LINK
President Lisa Lombardozzi said in an
email to supporters.
LINK is also asking for food donations
to accommodate the 844 families that are
signed up to receive assistance this weekend.
The organization collected 90,000
pounds of non-perishable food donations
in November, which enabled it to help

Faith Notes
Faith Notes are for announcements and events in
the faith community, including special holiday services. Send to reston@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday.
Trinity Presbyterian Church, 651
Dranesville Road, Herndon, has Sunday worship
services at 10 a.m. during the summer. Nursery and
childcare are provided starting at 8 a.m. until the
end of the service. 703-437-5500 or
www.trinityherndon.org.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

767 families for its Thanksgiving Program. Now the organization is calling for
more donations to replenish its pantries
in time for its Christmas distribution this
weekend.
According to Lombardozzi, LINK needs
the following food items:
❖ jelly
❖ boxed meals (like Hamburger
Helper)
❖ hearty soups
❖ spaghetti sauce
❖ canned fruit
“Monetary donations are always appreciated,” Lombardozzi said over email. “It
helps us purchase grocery gift cards for
our clients.”
Toy donations can be dropped off at
the Herndon United Methodist Church
before Saturday. Non-perishable food
donations may be left at any of the LINK
member churches or at the LINK pantry
in Herndon. Those interested in volunteering on Saturday can sign up at
www.signupgenius.com/go
—Fallon Forbush

Vajrayogini Buddhist Center, Unitarian
Universalist Church, 1625 Wiehle Ave., Reston,
holds weekly classes starting Sept. 12, Thursdays
7:30-8:30 p.m., for the general public which use
Buddhist teachings to practice meditation. $12 or
$6 for students, seniors and unemployed. 202-9862257 or www.meditation-dc.org.
Washington Plaza Baptist Church will
hold Adult Bible Study at 9:30 a.m. Sundays at
Lake Anne Village Center. The group is studying
the Gospel of Mark. Services follow at 11 a.m.
Oak Hill/Herndon Connection ❖ December 14-20, 2016 ❖ 5

Calendar
Send announcements to www.connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/.
The deadline is noon on Friday. Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING

Allan Laino (center) conducts the Reston Chorale’s Messiah Sing-Along participants
and guest artists Crossley Hawn, Barbara Hollinshead, Cornelius David and Richard Giarusso in the “Hallelujah Chorus” on Dec. 6.

Registration Opens for Reston Encore
Chorales’ Winter/Spring Session
egistration is open for the Winter/
Spring session of the Encore
Chorale at locations in Northern
Virginia and singers of all vocal
experience, age 55+, are welcome to join.
Fifteen weekly rehearsals will begin the week
of Monday, Jan. 9, 2017 at the following
locations.
❖ Encore Chorale of Reston – Rehearsals
begin Tuesday, Jan. 10 at 2 p.m. at RCC
Hunters Woods in Reston. Fee is $185 for
Reston residents/$320 for non-residents for 15
weekly rehearsals, sheet music, CD in your
music part and performances.
❖ Encore ROCKS Reston- Rehearsals begin
Basses join in and sing at the Reston
Thursday, Jan. 12, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. at St.
Chorale’s Messiah Sing-Along at Saint
Anne’s Episcopal Church located at 1700
John Neumann Catholic Church on Dec. 6.
Wainwright Drive, Reston. Fee is $175 for
Photos by Michael Olson
15 weekly rehearsals, sheet music, CD in
your music part and performances.
There are no auditions and singers may be
seated for rehearsals and performances.
Singers will rehearse each week for 90
minutes in preparation for May performances. The spring repertoire for Encore
Chorale includes Porgy & Bess, Va Pensiero,
Les Miserables, Do, Lord Remember Me, and
more. The conductor is David Lang. The
Spring repertoire for the ROCKS choruses
includes favorites like, All You Need is Love
by the Beatles, Longest Time by Billy Joel,
Forever Doo Wop and Rock On—a medley
of hits from the 50’s & 60’s.
Singers may register at the first rehearsal
or online at www.encorecreativity.org. Call
The Reston Chorale’s Artistic Director
301-261-5747 for more information.
David Lang plays the organ as participants
Encore currently has 15 Encore Chorales
sing the “Hallelujah Chorus” from composer George Frideric Handel’s “Messiah”
and 5 Encore ROCKS choruses in Virginia,
Maryland and Washington, D.C. serving
on Dec. 6.
more than 1000 singers, and 11 affiliate
For more information, visit the Encore website
chorales nationally.
at http://encorecreativity.org, call 301-261Encore Chorale is the largest growing choral
music program for older adults in the country.
5747 or email info@encorecreativity.org

R
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All-comers Group Fun Run at
Potomac River Running Every
Tuesday and Thursday, 6:30 p.m. For
beginners or competitive runners,
come out for a free, fun, low-key run
that’s safe and social. 703-689-0999
potomacriverrunning.com
One to One English Conversation
Dec. 1 - Dec. 31 Reston Regional
Library 11925 Bowman Towne Dr.
Reston. Practice your conversation
skills with a volunteer. Call to
register Mondays after 1 p.m.
LRA “Dreams, Creates, Inspires”
at Ernst Center Nov. 22 through Dec.
18 The exhibit is free and the gallery
is open Monday through Friday from
10:00 am – 5:00 pm. at the Richard
J. Ernst Community Cultural Center
on the Northern Virginia Community
College Annandale Campus, Building
CE, 8333 Little River Turnpike,
Annandale.
The League of Reston Artists displays
paintings, drawings, mixed media,
photographs and two-dimensional
works suitable for wall hanging.
www.leagueofrestonartists.org
Mini-Train Rides 12 - 4 p.m.
November 27 through December 18.
Departures on Market Street next to
Talbots 11900 Market Street, Reston
Town Center. Enjoy train rides
through Reston Town Center every
Sunday through December 18.
Donations accepted – all proceeds
benefit local charities.
restontowncenter.com/holidays
Retrospective Photography
Exhibit Dec. 1 - 31 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Daily except Sunday when the RCC
facility closes at 8 p.m. Reston
Community Center at Hunters Woods
2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston. This
exhibit includes more than 70 color
and monochrome photos by Reston
photographer Fran Bastress taken
from 2007 to the present. She
specializes in landscape, nature, and
fine art photography. Cost: Free.
www.restoncommunitycenter.com/
attend-shows-events-exhibits/
exhibits-and-galleries
LRA PenFed Realty Hosts Sievers’
Paintings The League of Reston
Artists is showing the oil paintings of
Ruth Sievers during December 2016
and January 2017 at the office of
PenFed Realty, 1886 Metro Center
Dr. Reston. The exhibit is free and
the office is open to visitors Monday
through Friday from 9:00 am – 5:00
pm. www.leagueofrestonartists.org
Explorations in Color Exhibit
Featuring Artist Kristin Herzog
December 7, 2016 - January 8, 2017.
ArtSpace Herndon, 750 Center
Street, Herndon. Explorations in
Color is an exhibit featuring abstract
paintings executed in vibrant color.
Kristin Herzog’s paintings are all
about color and its power to convey
emotion. With color she explores her
reactions to the physical and
emotional landscapes of daily life.
For more information call 703-9569560. www.artspaceherndon.com
Exercise for Parkinson’s Every
Monday, 1:15 - 2:15 p.m. Reston
Sport&health, 11445 Isaac Newton
Square, Reston. This program brings
together people impacted by
Parkinson’s Disease to participate in
various physical exercises aimed at
improving posture, balance and
circulation and increasing strength,
muscle control and mobility.
Free.parkinsonfoundation.org.
ckacenga@sportandhealth.com 703621-4148.
Teen and Adult Art Classes
ArtSpace Herndon Every Monday
from 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. 750 Center
Street, Herndon. Drawing and Mixed
Media with Melanie Stanley - During
Fall and Winter of 2016. Cost: $45/
class. The class will use a variety of
techniques for drawing, painting,
mark making, and collage using fine
arts tools and materials. Students will

be taken down a creative path to
learn to use drawing tools and
brushes more effectively. Register by
emailing Melanie, and she will send
you the supply list and payment
options/information:
ridingfree2@gmail.com. 703-9569560. www.artspaceherndon.com
All-comers’ Group Fun Run at
Potomac River Running.
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Reston
Town Center, 11900 Market Street,
Reston. For beginners or competitive
runners, come out for a fun, low-key
run that is safe and social. For more
information, call 703-689-0999
https://potomacriverrunning.com.
Herndon Regional Wind Ensemble
Practice. Every Tuesday 7-9 p.m.
through May. Herndon Middle
School, 901 Locust St., Herndon. For
advanced high school students,
college students, and adults who play
a brass, woodwind or percussion
instrument. 703-904-4800
HerndonRegionalWindEnsemble@gmail.com
Cost: Free
Senior Tea ARTSPACE Herndon
10:30 - 12 p.m. Every month seniors
are invited to visit the gallery to view
the current exhibit and enjoy a cup of
tea on the second Friday of the
month, from 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
750 Center Street, Herndon. All teas
are free and open to the public.
http://www.artspaceherndon.com/
events-2/senior-tea/
College Night Skate, Rock N Skate,
Cartoon Skate at the Ice Skating
Pavilion
Every Thursday, 6 - 9 p.m. - Every
Friday, 8 - 10 p.m.
Skate Shop, 1818 Discovery Street,
Reston Town Center. 11900 Market
Street. Receive $2 off admission with
valid college ID. Live DJ & music,
games & prizes; skating continues
until 11 pm. Share the ice with
Scooby-Doo, Cat in the Hat and
more. 703-709-6300
skating@restontowncenter.com
restontowncenter.com/skating
Ice Skating in the Pavilion 8 a.m. 11 p.m. open daily, November until
March

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 14
Small Wonders 11:30 a.m. Storytime.
Reston Regional Library 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston. Short
stories for you and your child. Age
13-23 months with adult. Status:
Openings www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/branches/rr/

THURSDAY/DEC. 15
ESL For Advanced Students 10 a.m.
Reston Regional Library 11925
Bowman Towne Drive, Reston.Join
Richard’s Thursday conversational
group. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/branches/rr/
ESL For Beginners 10 a.m. Reston
Regional Library 11925 Bowman
Towne Drive, Reston.Join Sandra’s
Thursday conversational group.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/rr/
GRACE Art in the Home-School:
Alexander Calder 10 - 11 a.m.
12001 Market Street, #103, Reston
Town Center. For home-school
students, an opportunity to
participate in the signature education
program, GRACE Art, typically
offered in schools. GRACE staff will
deliver an interactive art history
lesson through a PowerPoint
presentation, followed by an
engaging hands-on art project
designed to reinforce the lesson. $30.
703-471-9242 restonarts.org
Oakton Book Discussion Group 7
p.m. Oakton Library 10304
Lynnhaven Pl, Oakton. Come and join
Oakton’s book discussion group. The
December selection is My Brilliant
Friend: Neapolitan Novels by Elena
Ferrante. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library/branches/ok/
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

The Reston Town
Center has been
hosting musical
performances by
community groups
this month for the
holidays. The group
pictured performed
during last year’s
festivities.

Singing Into Holidays

The Herndon Community Center at 814 Ferndale Avenue
will be the scene of a number of holiday happenings,
including a large Arts and Crafts Fair, a Cookies with
Santa event, and a Holiday Storybook Holiday Celebration. The Holiday Storybook Holiday Celebration commences on Saturday Dec. 17 from 10 - 11:30 a.m. Admission: 9$ per child.
All-comers Group Fun Run at
Potomac River Running Every
Tuesday and Thursday, 6:30 p.m. For
beginners or competitive runners,
come out for a free, fun, low-key run
that’s safe and social. 703-689-0999
potomacriverrunning.com

FRIDAY/DEC. 16
TGIF – Free Fridays at Greater
Reston Arts Center 5 - 7 p.m.
12001 Market Street, #103, Reston
Town Center. An evening of family
art-making & storytelling at GRACE.
Admission: Free. 703-471-9242
restonarts.org
KISD Honor Choir 5:30 p.m. In front
of Reston Town Center Pavilion.
11900 Market St, Reston. Experience
an exciting lineup of musical
performances by community groups
at Reston Town Center in December.
https://www.restontowncenter.com/

SATURDAY/DEC. 17.
CUT Workshop at GRACE 9:30 - 11
a.m. Greater Reston Arts Center,
12001 Market Street, #103, Reston
Town Center. In conjunction with the
CUT exhibition on display through
February 18, learn new and
innovative ways to use paper in your
work. Ages 14 and up. $35. 703-4719242 restonarts.org
A Storybrook Holiday Celebration.
10-11:30 a.m. at Herndon
Community Center, 814 Ferndale
Avenue, Herndon. Bring your child to
enjoy some holiday fun. Cost includes
craft projects, a visit with Santa and
a reading of a holiday story by a
special guest. $9/child.
Movies and Mimosas “It’s a
Wonderful Life” 11 a.m. 11940
Market Street, Reston Town Center.
See the classics how they were meant
to be seen - on the big screen! Tickets
only $5.50 $1 off to loyalty members.
703-318-1801
www.bowtiecinemas.com
Remembrance Ceremony for
Veterans Chestnut Grove
Cemetery noon 831 Dranesville Rd,
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Herndon, VA 20170.National
nonprofit Wreaths Across America is
working hard to ensure no veteran
from Herndon, Virginia is forgotten
this holiday season and fundraising
has begun for this year. On December
17, National Wreaths Across America
Day, live, balsam remembrance
wreaths will be placed at the graves
of fallen veterans at nearly 1,000
locations across the country and
overseas. In Herndon, Virginia, a
remembrance ceremony will be held
at Chestnut Grove Cemetery.
The Treble Clefs Ensemble
Holiday Benefit Concert 7 - 9
p.m. ArtSpace Herndon, 750 Center
Street, Herndon, VA 20170.
Celebrate the holidays in style, with
the ever classy Treble Clefs
Ensemble. Let them take you to a
winter wonderland with their rich
harmonies and warm vocals.
Complimentary Hors D’oeuvres. Wine
and Grandma Randolph’s world
famous Eggnog available. Proceeds
support performing arts
programming at ArtSpace Herndon.
703-956-9560.
www.artspaceherndon.com

Photos courtesy of Carol Nahorniak

The Reston Town Center has been hosting musical
performances by community groups this month for the
holidays.
These performances are what remain this season:
Fountain Square - 11900 Market Street, Reston Town
Center
Wednesday, Dec. 14, 6:30 p.m., Sunrise Valley Elementary School Chorus
Thursday, Dec. 15, 7 p.m., Apostolic Faith Church
Friday, Dec. 16, 5:30 p.m., KISD Honor Choir
Saturday, Dec. 17, Noon, Calvary Temple Church
The Promenade – 11959 Market Street, Reston Town
Center
Saturday, Dec. 17, Noon and 1 p.m., Tenor Tim McKee
Saturday, Dec. 17, 2:30 p.m., Catchin’ Toads

Tenor Tim McKee performs
at Reston Town Center in
December 2015.

Save 50% - 90% off Retail Prices on Donated
• Kitchen & Household Appliances
• Furniture & Lighting Fixtures
• Home Renovation & Building Supplies
• Entertainment Systems & Decorative Items
• AND MUCH MORE!

1/31/2017.

SUNDAY/DEC. 18
Mini Train Rides noon - 4 p.m. Enjoy
a train ride with the little ones
through Reston Town Center. Pick up
is in front of Clyde’s on Market
Street, first come first serve.
Donation requested per person – all
proceeds benefit local charities. 703579-6720 https://
www.restontowncenter.com/

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 21
Meet Me at the Movies – Senior
Movie Day at Bow Tie Cinemas
10 a.m. doors open at 9:15 a.m.
11940 Market Street, Reston Town
Center. Reston Association presents
“Me Before You.” Refreshments and
door prizes provided prior to movie.
Free to 55+. Information:
Ashleigh@reston.org, 703-435-6530,
or reston.org

ReStore Alexandria: 869 S. Pickett Street • ReStore Chantilly: 4311 Walney Road
For store hours or to schedule a donation, visit www.habitatnova.org/shop-restore
Like us on Facebook and watch for weekly deal updates!
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HomeLifeStyle
2017 Color of the Year: Greenery

Pantone says color will
evoke reinvigoration.

By Marilyn Campbell
The Connection

hen interior designer
Annie Elliott’s home
office began to feel
lackluster, she draped
the windows with green Roman
shades to infuse a burst of color
into the muted space. And after
McLean-based designer Joseph Van
Goethem decided that the timeworn décor of his kitchen and
breakfast room needed brightening,
he swathed the walls of with textured grass-green wallpaper, evoking a serene sense that one is sitting in nature.
“It invites … [and] rejuvenates
as should the heart of any home,”
said Van Goethem of Joseph Van
Goethem Interior Design.

W

Photo by Anne Walker

“We need a fresh start.
Green is the color of
renewal, growth, and
change.”

Shades of green foliage found in a painting that hung in a
client’s dining room was the creative inspiration for interior designer Anne M. Walker.

— Annie Elliott, Principal, Annie
Elliott Interior/Bossy Color.
“As an accent color, [green] adds
a burst of cheer and optimism to a
drab spaces,” agreed Elliott, principal of Annie Elliott Interior/Bossy
Color, whose green Roman shades
offset white and yellow walls and
light gray rug. “It’s the bright spot
in a lovely, calm space,” she said.
They’re in good company. Pantone
Color Institute, which calls itself
the global authority on color, selected Greenery as the Color of the
Year for 2017. Each year, it makes
a prediction about the color that
will be on trend for the upcoming
year.
During the process, which takes
about nine months, color gurus at
Pantone trot the globe, observing
the trends in industries ranging
from film and entertainment to art
and fashion. The selection, which
is less formulaic and more instinctive, is touted as a harbinger of a
shade that will be ubiquitous during year ahead and an expression
of moods and attitudes world-wide.
In announcing the color selection, Leatrice Eiseman, executive
director of the Pantone Color Institute, described it as “satisfying our
growing desire to … revitalize and
unite.
[It]
symbolizes
the
reconnection we seek with nature,
one another and a larger purpose.”
Locally, some designers agree that
Greenery can create a sense of
hope. “2016 will go down as one

the work himself. “I complemented
[the wall covering] with a palette
of deep, rich wood tones, blues,
some red, other hues of green and
neutrals.”
Praising the choice of Greenery
as a fresh tactic for breathing
whimsy into a muted space, Victor
Sanz, project architect at DMG Interiors in Reston, calls the new
color of the year energetic, vibrant
and fresh. “Although its use as the
dominant color might not be suitable for more conservative designs,
this color can be used as a fun
contrast, especially if used in modern fabric patterns or wall coverings,” he said.
Almost 10 shades of sundrenched, tranquil, green foliage
found in a client’s painting, “French
Lane,” served as the creative inspiration for a custom paint color used
by Walker.
“I kept mixing until I got a soft,
earthy green, which is the perfect
backdrop for the artwork,” she said.
“Greens will bring serenity to a
room the way few other colors
will, and they are incredibly versatile.”

“Greens will bring
serenity to a room the
way few other colors
will, and they are
incredibly versatile.”
— Anne M. Walker, Owner and
Principal, Anne Walker Design LLC

Photo courtesy of Annie Elliott Interior/Bossy Color

Green used as an accent color
in a child’s bedroom by Annie
Elliott Interior/Bossy Color
of the most politically unpredictable in
history,” said Elliott. “We need a fresh
start. Green is the color of renewal,
growth and change. ... We’re ready to
focus on the future, and that’s what
green is all about.”
Designers who’ve already been using
the color aren’t surprised by its selection, crediting its year-round versatility.
“In summer, with white dishes and bright
linens, [a] room feels vibrant,” said Anne
M. Walker, owner and principal, Anne
Walker Design LLC in Potomac, Md. “In
winter, with reds and dark greenery, the
room feels festive. When you think of
it, green is paired with just about every
other color in nature, which is exactly
why it works so well inside, too.”
Van Goethem believes that the hue
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Photo by Anne Walker

Two-tone walls provide a preppy,
fun backdrop for a strong palette of primary colors in the
furnishings and fabrics in this
bedroom by interior designer
Anne Walker.
works best with other rustic shades. It’s
most often found in paint and textiles.
For example, the wall covering he selected for his kitchen and breakfast room
is a hand-crafted and hand-painted fabric called, “Un Nid de Verdure” or “Nest
of Greenery” from French manufacturer,
Elitis.
“Greenery is highly personal to my
wife and me as…[I]t is incorporated as
an integral element in the design of our
home,” said Van Goethem, who not only
designed his kitchen, but did most of

Open spaces in interior and exterior design and floor-to-ceiling windows allow the green outdoors to
become part of a room’s backdrop
and ambiance. “Green is a fantastic color for interiors,” said Walker.
“It’s such a chameleon — it can
create a feeling of fresh, high energy or make a room feel like a
peaceful outdoor sanctuary.
“Many people say you shouldn’t
use green in a dining room because it isn’t flattering to skin tones
and it isn’t a stimulant to appetite,” she continued. “Au contraire
— this elegant, soft green really
comes alive in the glow of candlelight.”
Greenery, say designers, has the
power to deliver a burst of color,
with the added benefit of creating
the illusion of nature indoors. “Hooray for green,” said Walker. “Now,
more than ever, we all need to
take a deep breath, oxygenate and
reinvigorate.”
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive
ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

News

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Sunday School: preschool - grade 2
Music: grades 3 - 7
10:25 a.m. Sunday School Grades 3 to 6
Music 4 years to 2nd grade
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service
Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service

The Rev. John C. N. Hall, Rector
The Rev. Laura Cochran
703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

The Doans and Breeden family from
Herndon in front of the tree.

Stella and Quint Ferguson of Herndon
pose with Santa in front of the fire truck.

Herndon Lights Christmas Tree
Santa arrives by fire truck
as Herndon gets into the
holiday spirit.
s night fell, about 50 people attended the
Town of Herndon’s annual Tree Lighting
Ceremony on Saturday, Dec. 3 at
Herndon’s Old Town Hall on Elden Street.
Sponsored by the Herndon Chamber of Commerce
and the Town of Herndon, the ceremony consisted
of members of Herndon High School Band performing 10 Christmas Carols with the audience singing
along. Herndon Mayor Lisa Merkel and Eileen Curtis,
President of the Herndon Chamber of Commerce,
greeted the crowd and thanked the many sponsors
of the event. Afterwards, the Christmas tree that sits
on the grassy area in front of Old Town Hall was
lighted and Santa arrived by fire truck to greet the
children and pass out candy.

COMMUNITIES
OF WORSHIP

b

To Highlight
your Faith
Community,
Call Karen at
703-917-6468

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!
www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

www.connectionnewspapers.com

A

— Steve Hibbard

The Herndon High School Bands plays
Christmas Carols during the Tree-Lighting
Ceremony on Saturday, Dec. 3 in front of
Herndon’s Old Town Hall on Elden Street.

Photos by
Steve Hibbard/
The Connection

About 50
people attended the
Tree-Lighting
Ceremony on
Saturday, Dec.
3 in front of
Herndon’s Old
Town Hall on
Elden Street.

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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No
Urge

Zone 1: • Reston
• Herndon • Loudoun

Classified

703-778-9411
Zone 1 Ad Deadline:
Monday Noon

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

It’s not often; heck, it’s extremely rare,
that I don’t write a cancer column, as I call
them. And my reaction to not having the
‘urge’ to write yet another cancer column is,
somewhere between simply taking a
break/brake in the action and having no
need to impose my cancer-centric self-indulgence on you faithful readers.
I’ll be the first to acknowledge that I write
these columns because I need to, and
because I’m allowed to; thank you Mary
Kimm. Not that the related purpose is to
avoid therapy (however, I did go on a handful of appointments with a psychologist but it
seemed pointless and especially so, when the
therapist expressed that she felt I was fairly
well-adjusted). Ergo, I really didn’t see a purpose per se.
Oh sure, I will admit that the writing of
these columns gets out of me some very personal and occasionally painful prose outlining
the anxieties and fears of a cancer patient
undergoing life-sustaining treatment that is
better out than in, if professionals are to be
believed. And maybe I’ll further acknowledge that, based on feedback I’ve received
in the six-plus years that I’ve been writing
them, that the content is, generally speaking,
much appreciated (I’m not ready to characterize them as having served a greater purpose/been for the greater good however,
because it’s only me I’m writing about and
there’s a much bigger world than what I perceive in my head) and helpful. Nevertheless,
I can’t imagine that it’s just me I’m writing
about, mostly; and a la Las Vegas, sort of: in
that what happens to me only happens to
me. Hardly.
Just because I’ve made public something
very personal and presumably private doesn’t
make me the go-to-guy for cancer chat, it
just makes me a person willing to open the
doors wider than are typically opened. So
what? A little honesty never hurt anyone;
self-indulgence though, can be really boring
and tiresome. (I mean, sometimes, too much
of a good thing is simply too much. To quote
my deceased mother: “It’s enough already.”)
And as much as I’m cognizant of possibly
droning on and wasting what attention-span
you’ve allocated in my direction, I am trying
not to drone on and trying not to lose you in
the process.
Possibly there is a means to my hopefullynot premature end. Perhaps admitting the
error of my ways and/or addressing the cancer concerns as I regularly do has contributed/caused my rather unexpected (based on
my oncologist’s original “13 month to twoyear prognosis from FEBRUARY 2009) living
“unexpectancy.” Perhaps laughing in the face
of danger extends one’s life more than giving
in to it. All I know is, whatever I’ve
done/been able to do emotionally was
not/has not been thought out. I’ve just continued to be me, myself and I — which has
included my weekly cancer columns.
Moreover, the three of us, collectively, have
likely survived for so long because so much
that could have bothered us/me, didn’t.
Whether it was the outlet I had/have in
my column, my personality, encouragement
from family and friends, or my connection to
The Connection, there’s no way to know.
What I do know is, the weeks when I don’t
write a cancer column are my favorites.
Those are the weeks when I feel that cancer
doesn’t have a hold on me and in turn, I feel
that I have a hold on cancer. And if there’s
one thing us cancer patients want to feel, it’s
control. Even if it’s only for a week or two,
here or there, the benefit is exponentially
greater than the time we actually get to
experience it.
Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements
ABC LICENSE
CT Ventures, LLC trading as
Spazio Italian Kitchen and Bar,
13005 Worldgate Dr.,
Herndon, VA 20170. The
above establishment is
applying to the
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF
ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)
for a Beer and Wine/Mixed
Beverage On Premises
license to sell or
manufacture alcoholic
beverages. Randy Beeman,
owner
NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license must
be submitted to ABC no later
than 30 days from the publishing date of the first of two
required legal notices.
Objections should be
registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

N E W S PA P E R S

CLA

D
E
I
SSIF

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

For Local…
•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

For All
Your
Advertising
Needs…
It Works.
Week
After Week.
703
917-6400
Place
Your
Ad
Today!

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!
www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

www.connectionnewspapers.com
to your community

10 ❖ Oak Hill/Herndon Connection ❖ December 14-20, 2016

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News
Zone 1: • Reston
• Herndon • Loudoun
ELECTRICAL

703-778-9411

Home & Garden
connectionnewspapers.com
ELECTRICAL

Recessed Lighting
Licensed/Bonded/Insured
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Office 703-335-0654
Computer Network Cabling
Mobile 703-499-0522
Service Upgrades
lektrkman28@gmail.com
Hot Tubs, etc…

CONTRACTORS.com

LANDSCAPING

Zone 1 Ad Deadline:
Monday Noon

A&S CONSTRUCTION
SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal
Hauling.

The biggest
things are
always the
easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

703-863-7465

-William Van Horne

PAVING

PAVING
Fairfax County Department of Transportation

GUTTER

GUTTER

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned
Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping
• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
screened) • Erosion &
Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION
Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed, Insured, Bonded
703-250-6231
TILE/MARBLE

TILE/MARBLE

BATHROOM
REMODELING
by Brennan Bath and Tile
Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles
and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

www.brennan-tile.com

703-250-2872
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

TREE SERVICE

TREE SERVICE

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

Summer Cleanup...

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,
drainage problems, etc.

25 years of experience – Free estimates

703-868-5358

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

www.rncontractors.com

LAWN SERVICE

Your neighborhood company since 1987

Employment

703-912-6886
Software Architect: anlyz, dsgn,

Landscaping & Construction
Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured
• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

All work Guaranteed
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

A Nov. 30 groundbreaking ceremony at the Herndon-Monroe Park-andRide kicked off the construction of the new Herndon Station Parking
Garage. The project, located at 12530 Sunrise Valley Drive, was designed
by HGA Architects and will be managed by the Fairfax County Department of Public Works and Environmental Services in coordination with
the Fairfax County Department of Transportation. The project will be
constructed by Manhattan Construction Company. The 2,007-space
parking facility is designed to assist in reducing congestion on Northern
Virginia roadways by creating additional opportunities for ridesharing
and the use of public transit. The key features of the project include a
pedestrian bridge to the Metrorail Silver Line station currently under
construction; vehicular and pedestrian connections to the existing
1,745-space Herndon-Monroe parking garage; and secure bicycle storage
facilities. The $44.5 million project is estimated to be completed in the
spring of 2019.

Free Holiday Cab Rides Help Prevent
Drunk Driving
Combating that holiday period which the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration says is a “dangerous time to be on
the road due to a high number of drunk
drivers behind the wheel,” a local nonprofit
organization will offer free cab rides to
would-be drunk drivers throughout the
Washington-metropolitan area during the
winter holidays.
Washington Regional Alcohol Program
(WRAP), operates the annual Holiday SoberRide
program between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. each
evening between Friday, Dec. 16, 2016 and Sunday, Jan. 1, 2017 as a way to keep local roads
safe from impaired drivers during this traditionally high-risk, holiday period.
During the evening hours, between Dec.
16 and Jan. 1, Washington-metropolitan
area residents celebrating with alcohol may
call the toll-free SoberRide phone number

Bulletin Board

LAWN SERVICE

J.E.S. Services

Breaking Ground for
Herndon Station Parking Garage

dvlp, test & impl sftwr apps using
Salesforce, JQuery, JavaScript, ASP.Net
MVC, Oracle SQL developer, C# & MS
Visual Studio; dsgn & impl service layer
interfaces betwn Salesforce & other
platforms; perf sys & component tstg.
Reqs BS/MS in comp sci, info systems or
eng. + 5YR exp (3YR w/ MS). Job in
Herndon, VA. Email resumes to
The Athene Group, LLChr@theathenegroup.com

1–800–200–TAXI and be afforded a no-cost
(up to $30 fare), safe way home.
“Last December, nearly 1,500 (1,456)
Greater Washington residents did the right
thing and availed themselves of this lifesaving service rather than possibly driving
home impaired,” said Kurt Gregory
Erickson, WRAP’s president. “For
SoberRide’s hours of operation during just
last New Year’s Eve, alone, such ridership
(580) translated into the removal of a
would-be drunk driver from our shared
roadways every 49-seconds.”
Since 1993, WRAP’s SoberRide program
has provided 65,385 free cab rides home to
would-be drunk drivers in the Greater
Washington area.
More information about WRAP’s
SoberRide initiative can be found at
www.soberride.com.

To have community events listed in the Connection, send to
connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/ by noon on Friday.

THROUGH DEC. 18
The Container Store Annual Holiday Hugs
Program in Partnership with Children’s
National Health System Collections are
going on now through December 18th and gifts
will be delivered to the hospital the week of
December 19th. The Container Store is thrilled to
continue its annual, nationwide signature giving
program, Holiday Hugs. In each of our
Washington, DC-area stores, we are partnering
with Children’s National Health System to
collect and deliver new, unwrapped gifts to their
young patients who are spending the holidays in
the hospital. Customers can participate in the
Holiday Hugs program by dropping off new,
unwrapped books, small toys and games,
toiletries, gift cards and kid-friendly stocking
stuffers in collection bins at our Washington,
DC, Arlington, VA, Reston, Tysons Corner and
Rockville locations

Free public service seminars — on
Decluttering (Feb. 2, McLean High School, 1633
Davidson Rd., McLean), Aging in Place (Feb. 8,
Falls Church H.S., 7521 Jaguar Trail, Falls
Church), Downsizing (Feb. 14, Marshall H.S.
7731 Leesburg Pk., Falls Church), & Retirement
Communities (Feb. 22, Madison H.S., 2500
James Madison Dr., Vienna). For more
information and seminar registration go to
RetireeRealEstate.org, or call 703-772-3033.

ONGOING
Passages Divorce Care. Tuesdays 6:45 to 9:00
p.m. beginning Sept.13 through Jan 7. Vienna
Presbyterian Church is located on the corner of
Maple Avenue (Rt. 123) and Park Street in
Vienna, Virginia. Cost to cover materials $20,
scholarships available. 703-938-9050,
www.viennapres.org, or send an email to
Passages@ViennaPres.org
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News
School Notes
Send school notes to
north@connectionnewspapers.com by
noon on Friday.
Mary Ruth Brown, a 2012 graduate of Oakton High School and a 2016
graduate of Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University, is currently in graduate
school at East Carolina University studying meteorology/atmospheric science.
She has been selected for an internship
at NASA Langley Research Center in
Hampton, VA for spring semester 2017.
David Clark, alto sax player, is recognized as a member of the 2017 U.S.
Army All-American Marching Band and
will receive honorary jacket in front of
family, friends, fellow band members
and classmates.

This is what the Cornerstones Reston Pantry shelves
looked like before the “A Simple Gesture” bags arrived,
according to Bob Schnapp.

This is what the Cornerstones Reston Pantry shelves
looked like after the “A Simple Gesture” bags arrived,
according to Bob Schnapp.

‘A Simple Gesture’ Goes a Long Way To Fight Hunger
By Fallon Forbush
The Connection

eople throughout Northern Virginia are signing
up to be a part of the
“cool, green bag” move-

P

ment.
Bob Schnapp was inspired in
November 2014 when he read an
article that was published in the
Wall Street Journal about
Jonathan Trivers and his charity
in Paradise, Calif. Trivers’ charity,
A Simple Gesture, provided
500,000 pounds of free groceries
to local food pantries in three
years by asking people to fill cool,
green bags with nonperishable
food items.
”I wanted to do something about
hunger because the numbers are
staggering,” says Schnapp, a 40year resident of Reston.
After calling Trivers and getting
advice, Schnapp created A Simple
Gesture, Reston in June 2015,
which donates food to the LINK
food pantry in Herndon and the
Cornerstones food pantry in
Reston
He started by recruiting 20 families within his Jewish congregation
to participate at the Shoreshim in
Reston. The congregation agreed
to buy 250 cool, green bags.
It grew from there.
“The idea is to make giving as
simple as possible,” Schnapp says.
“All they have to do, outside of
buying the food, is literally placing the bag outside of their door
at 8:30 in the morning the first
Saturday of every other month.
That’s all the work they have to
do.”
THE GROUP has 32 drivers who
volunteer to pick up the bags and
deliver them to the food pantries.
By word of mouth, more and
more people signed up.

From left: Sheila Barrett, Penny Britt, Martha Jenkins and
Minnie Orozco finished filling the shelves at the Cornerstones Reston Pantry.
Photos provided by Bob Schnapp

“A Simple Gesture” volunteers Allan Hoffman (left), Bob
Schnapp (middle) and Andy Gluck (right) unload the cool,
green bags of non-perishable food at the Cornerstones
Reston Pantry.
Now in December, there are 400
participants who fill their bags.
This month alone, they collected
9,380 pounds of nonperishable
food items.
Since the last collection day on
Dec. 3, more than 30 new people
have already signed up to join in.
“There are 35 cities across the
country that are doing this,” says
Schnapp. None of the groups are
affiliated, but they are all using the
same logo: “A Simple Gesture.”
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Catherine Hudgins, who represents the Hunter Mill District on
the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, is on board.
“That sounds easy,” Hudgins
says. “I can put my bag outside the
door.”
She was not surprised that the
community found a way to help
neighbors in need.
“Cornerstones empties quickly,”
she says. “It really makes a difference.”

In total, 41,138 pounds of nonperishable food items have been
donated through the cool, green
bags since the group started.
There has been so much interest that Schnapp asked the Giving
Circle of HOPE for help.
A giving circle is a form of participatory philanthropy where
groups of individuals donate their
own money to a pooled fund and
decide together which charities
receive grants.
“We found that it was such a
simple, no-brainer kind of thing to
make people give food,” says
Diana Katz, who is a spokesperson of the Giving Circle of HOPE.
Katz also volunteers to drive to
pick up bags on collection days to
deliver to the Cornerstones food
pantry.
Katz’s organization could not
provide funding, but she was able
to connect Schnapp to another
donor who was willing to help.
Now there are more bags and
more room to grow.
“The beauty of this is that it
keeps the pantries stocked
throughout the year and not just
during the holidays,” Katz says.
THOSE WHO WANT to get involved by filling bags, driving
routes or sorting food can sign up
by
going
to
www.coolgreenbag.org. Those
who sign up will have a bag delivered to their house and will receive
a reminder email when the pickup date is near. A food list of suggested donations is also printed on
a tag of all the bags.
The U.S. Tennis Association, located in Isaac Newton Square, fills
20 bags every two months and
delivers them to the Cornerstone’s
Reston Pantry. Other businesses
can participate by emailing
Schnapp
at
Bob@CoolGreenBag.org.

Eight students from Fairfax County
Public Schools — all attending Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science and
Technology (TJHSST) — have been
named semifinalists in the 2016 Intel
Science Talent Search. The students,
with their project names, are:
❖ Jake Cui, A Machine Learning Approach to Identifying Ordered Binding
Regions on Order-disorder Protein Interfaces.
❖ Tarun Kamath, Marked Decreases
in Pediatric and Young Adult Solid Organ Cancer Mortality in the United
States Since 1940: Analysis and Hypotheses.
❖ Ava Lakmazaheri, Brain-actuated
Robotics: A Logic-based Approach for
Multimodal Programming and Operation of Assistive Humanoid Robots.
❖ Austin Mills, Demonstrating the
Development of Heavy Metal Resistance
in Non-tolerant Multigenerational Brassica rapa.
❖ Kunal Shroff, The Relationship Between Lethality and Genomic Instability
in Euploid and Aneuploid Yeast Cells
Expressing Pathological Huntingtin.
❖ Matthew Sun, Hyperacute Temporal Resolution with a Neural Population
for Biologically Plausible Firing Rate
Change Detection.
❖ Jason Wei, Improving Lateral Flow
Immunoassay Sensitivity by a Palladium-catalyzed Dye Reaction.
❖ Michael You, Two-degree-of-freedom Bubble Oscillations in Elastic
Vessels and its Application in Sonar-induced Marine Mammal Injuries.
The 300 semifinalists were chosen
from more than 1,750 entrants and will
receive matching awards of $1,000
along with their school.
This is the 75th year of the Science
Talent Search, which Intel has sponsored since 1998, providing $1.6 million
in awards and scholarships to contestants.
Snigdha Srivastava and Kate
Hao, of Herndon, are on the dean’s list
at Washington University in St. Louis.
Adam Zaman, of Herndon, is on the
dean’s list for spring 2016 at South Dakota School of Mines and Technology.
He is studying mechanical engineering.
Dinesh Chowdary Inampudi, of
Herndon, graduated with a master of
science, May 2016 from the University
of New Haven.
Kalla Fleger, of Reston, is on the
dean’s list for spring 2016 at the University of Minnesota Twin Cities. Non
Degree, Coll of Continuing Education.
Elizabeth Ashley Drake, of
Herndon, is on the dean’s list at Hollins
University for spring 2016.
Nii Martey Akita, of Oak Hill,
graduated spring 2016 from St. Olaf
College.
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