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Children’s Connection
HAPPY New Year

What Makes a
Good Friend?

10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
The new year is the time to set new goals,
to change and be a better you.
The new year is the time to cheer,
“It’s a new year!”
Happiness, excitement and laughter in the air.
We all love this time we share.
Friends, family and siblings, too
We all say I like you, too.
Happy new year to every boy and girl,
Moms and dads, and teachers, too.
Because we all like each other
And we all like you.

A good friend makes you laugh. A good friend is
there for you when you’re sad or mad. Your friend is
someone you can play or have fun with. Your friend
helps you do homework, personal things, and gardening. Your friend is someone you care about and
someone to tell your secrets to. It helps to get some
stuff off your chest by telling your friend.
—Alexander Orellana Hernandez,
age 10, Mosby Woods Elementary

Dreams

—Bianca Ofilia Parker, age 9,
Mosby Woods Elementary School

Love
Love is sweet and feels nice. Never let it go.
On the day I was born that was the day that I received the best gift ever – LOVE.
Voice. Without a voice, how would you express
your love?
Everyone deserves to be loved and appreciated.

Dreams are a weird kind of thing. They seem so
real, but when you open your eyes they are not there.
Dreams can be nightmares. They can be from the
past or the present, but you just don’t know it. I remember when I was young my mom gave me a crystal necklace. I always imagined that the necklace had
special powers. I imagined that the necklace’s power
is that you can wish anything in the galaxy and it
would come true and the wishing powers would
never run out. Some people say that a dream is just
a fairy tale that never came true, but when you believe with all your heart - it will come true. How do
I know this? Well it’s because I can wish anything in
the world and it will come true.
—Karin Salwans, Grade 5,
Mosby Woods Elementary

—Gabriella Rose McCluer, 9,
Mosby Woods Elementary
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Find Your Children Safe & Sound

KIDDIEDEVELOPMENTAL
COUNTRY
LEARNING CENTER

DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE SCHOOL YEAR AND SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS
Designed to provide a complete, happy, safe learning environment
in harmony with the needs of the child.

CHILDREN AGES 2-5
Full (6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.) and half day (9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) programs

SPECIAL FEATURES
Developmental Curriculum • Degreed Teachers • Registered Nurse • Music Director • Nutritious
Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks • Heated Swimming Pools • Spacious Shaded Playgrounds
• Planned Orientations and Presentations for Parents • State Licensed
BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
AGES SIX-ELEVEN YEARS
GRADES 1-6
Transportation provided to Terra Centre,
Fairview, White Oaks, Orange Hunt, Sangster,
Hunt Valley and Cherry Run Elementary Schools.
Emphasis on special events, sports, time for
homework, and student’s choice of activities.

KINDERGARTEN
Registrations are now being accepted for the
2017-2018 School Year. Two Virginia certified
teachers per classroom. Program emphasizes
language arts, math, computer literacy, science,
social studies, social development, art, music
and physical development.

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM AGES SIX TO ELEVEN YEARS
Program is organized into weekly themes packed with FANTASTIC FIELD TRIPS,
A SENSATIONAL OVERNIGHT CAMP OUT, DAILY SWIMMING, SPORTS, DANCING,
MUSIC, AND AN END-OF-THE-SUMMER “SMASH” MUSICAL PRODUCTION
BY OUR CAMPERS FOR THEIR FAMILIES.

KIDDIE COUNTRY
9601 Old Keene Mill Rd.
Burke, Virginia 22015

703-644-0066
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Come See Our
Award-Winning Facility!
Winner of American Institute
of Architects Award

Burke, Springfield,
Fairfax, Lorton
Fairfax Station

www.kiddiecountry.com
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Fairfax Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic
703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com

Children’s Connection

My Life in Pictures, by Rachel Jeong, Greenbriar East Elementary.

Welcome
Dear Readers:
This week, the Fairfax Connection turns
over its pages to the youth and students.
We asked principals and teachers from
area schools to encourage students to contribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s Issue.
The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submitted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.
We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2017 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submissions for next year’s Children’s Connection.
Please keep us in mind as your children

continue to create spectacular works of art
and inspiring pieces of writing in the coming year.
The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools.
As always, the Connection welcomes letters to the editor, story ideas, calendar listings and notices of local events from our
readers.
Photos and other submissions about special events at schools are especially welcome
for our weekly school pages.
Our preferred method for material is email, which should be sent to
south@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703778-9414 with any questions.

Ethan Zhang,
age 7, Grade
1, Eagle View
Elementary.

Editor Kemal Kurspahic

“Still Life — Fruits in Basket,” by Isabella Snow, Grade 5, Fairview Elementary.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Playing, by
Hannah Dai,
age 9, Grade
3, Navy
Elementary
School of
Fairfax
County, Miss
Amanda
Henderson’s
class.

By Kai Wheeler, Grade 6, Orange Hunt Elementary.
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Eagle View Elementary in
Fairfax Art Gallery
Artwork submitted by Art Instructor
Jessica Chinn.

By Brian Song, age 11,
Grade 6.

Bennett Hibsham, age 7, Grade 2.

Chelsy Park, age 7, Grade 2.

Belgutei Natan-Erdene, age 6, Grade 1.

Lucy Nguyen, age 6, Grade 1.

By Isabella Heymann, age 9, Grade 4,

By Jennifer Bermudez, age 9, Grade 4.
By Carter Pilson, age 8, Grade 3.

By Jonathan Shin, age 8.
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Laurel Ridge
Elementary

MET LIFE, DELTA, BCBS/CAREFIRST, & UNITED CONCORDIA PROVIDER

WEEKDAYS • SATURDAYS • EVENINGS

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CARE

Kairos Woods, grade 2 —
Lamb

My Dream Job
My dream job is to be a veterinarian.
I like to work with animals. Animals are
sooo cute. When I am a vet I will go to
Africa, Asia, Australia and maybe South
America. When I travel I will help and
learn about other animals. I can’t wait
to be a vet!

— Annette McGrath,
grade 2

School Notes
Send notes to the Connection at
south@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9416. Deadline is Friday. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.
Vocal musicians from 12
Fairfax County public schools have
been named to the Virginia Honors
Choir for 2016. This select choir is open
only to the top 125 singers from around
the Commonwealth of Virginia, and is
the highest honor a choir student can
attain during his or her high school career. Thirty-one Fairfax County Public
Schools (FCPS) students were selected
for the choir, and five students were
named as alternates. The choir will perform at the Virginia Music Educators
Association (VMEA) convention to be
held at the Omni Homestead Resort in
Hot Springs, Nov. 17-19. FCPS students
named to the 2016 Virginia Honors
Choir include the following students
from our area schools: Woodson High
School: Megan Humes, Caroline Grass,
Jacob Lamb, Lucas Valdes, and Marc
Manaloto and Hayfield Secondary
School: Jessica Pressley.

The Fairfax

Children’s Connection
is published by
Local Media Connection, LLC.
A digital version of this publication
and 14 sister publications
available at
www.connectionnewpapers.com/
documents
For information on advertising
email
sales@connectionnewspapers.com
For information on local content
email
fairfax@connectionnewspapers.com

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Greenbriar West
Elementary

By Sathwika Prasad,
Grade 3, Greenbriar
West Elementary, Art
Teacher: Jeniffer Regan

By Pragna Tangirala, Grade 1, Greenbriar West Elementary,
Art teacher: Ms. Sui.

Ziplining in Nature, by Reshmi
Balakrishnan, age 11, Grade 6,
Greenbriar West ES
6 ❖ Fairfax Connection ❖ Children’s Connection ❖ 2016 - 2017

By Pratheek Tangirala, Grade 5,
Greenbriar West Elementary
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Children’s
Connection

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
DR. GRACE CHANG

O P T O M E T R I S T S

My Dream Job
My dream job is to be a
veterinarian. I like to work with
animals. Animals are sooo cute.
When I am a vet I will go to
Africa, Asia, Australia and maybe
South America. When I travel I
will help and learn about other
animals. I can’t wait to be a vet!
—Annette McGrath,
Grade 2, Laurel Ridge
Elementary

Only a Dream
I woke up in a patch of sharp,
misty grass. I gazed up at the sky
and it shone a blinding light.
“Where am I?” I thought as I got
up. My feet felt crisp grass
poking between my toes. There
was in front of me a field of
exquisite blossom cherry trees,
showering their petals onto my
head. I started running, my feet
brushing up against the soil. I
giggled and threw the tiny petals
into the air, falling back down.
Then there was a humongous
gust of wind. I could hear an
alarming sound, as loud as a
roaring bear. “BEEP! BEEP!” I
woke into the real world and
sighed. Only a dream.

• Family & Pediatric Vision Care
• Comprehensive Eye Exams • Treatment of Eye Diseases
• 21 years Naval Service, 6 years Active Duty
• Laser Vision Consultants • Over a thousand frames in stock
• We carry all major brands of contact lenses • In-house lab

Most Insurances Accepted:
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network
Doctor, Vision One Discount, Avesis, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS, PHCS,
VSP® Network Doctor, EyeMed Vision Care, United Healthcare, VA Medicaid
WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION

5204A Rolling Rd.
Burke Professional Center
Burke, VA 22015

703-425-2000
www.drsweetnam.com • www.sightforvision.com

—Eshal I. Khowaja, 11,
of Fairfax,
Grade 6,
Colin Powell Elementary.
Teacher: Tara Carlson

Kings Glen Elementary
Poetry Corner
Writings by the students in
Mrs. Kelly’s Class.

Getting a Dog
I woke up at 7 a.m. to go to
school. I had breakfast, math,
reading, lunch, recess, writing,
music, and PE. At the end of the
day, I went home on Bus 1. My
mom and grandpa went to
Maryland that day to go to an
animal shelter to look at dogs.
But, I did not know that, so
when I got home, I saw a puppy!
I asked, “Is it mine?” and my
mom said, “yes.” My mom was
recording me because my dad is
stationed in Qatar. That night,
we had to go buy a doggie bed,
brush, food and choose a name.
We named him Milo and I can
still not believe he is mine.
—Annabella Vasquez, 9,
Burke
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

COME EXPERIENCE
THE DIFFERENCE
TODAY.
CALL

Custom Kitchen & Bath Design, Remodeling and Project Management
Visit Our Showroom at 8934 Burke Lake Rd. in Kings Park Shopping Center
Hours: 9:30 am - 6 pm Mon.-Fri.; 10 am - 3 pm Sat.
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Mantua Elementary
Artwork by students in
Ms. Nathalie Shirley’s class.

Mosby Woods Elementary Art Gallery

Jealousy

Artwork by students in Art Teacher:
Lois Petersen & Victoria Howes classes

Jihun Yio, Grade 10
Fairfax High School

Juliana Genoble, Grade 5.

Something inside me says it’s not right
Anger and fear run through my mind
I’ve found myself in quite a plight
A feeling foreign to none
A want for something I can’t possess
A pain no greater to anyone
Something that I’m too afraid to express
Keeping it inside me
Spurs me to don a mask
One that looks happy and carefree
And when someone does ask

Nina Heard,
Grade 2,
Teacher, Ms.
Shannon.

Nina Heard, Grade 2,
Teacher, Ms. Shannon.

I’ll tell him
I’m fine
As if I were to be reading
Off a script line by line
It makes everything feel heavy
Pulling me down to my knees
Never able to feel at ease
I cannot change
The way I feel
Not knowing how to deal
With the problem on my hands
So I carry on
Letting it grow
Like the light of the sun from the break of dawn
I wish I could just let it go
If only it were that easy

Biking, by Elizabeth
Dai, age 6, Grade 1,
Navy Elementary
School of Fairfax
County, Miss Michaela
Venator’s class.

Kaylee Bryson, Grade 2.

Alexandra Constantinescu, Grade 4.

Artwork by students in Mr. Davide Lorenzi’s class.

Ethan Doan, age 10.

Playing, by Hannah
Dai, age 9, Grade 3,
Navy Elementary
School of Fairfax
County, Miss
Amanda
Henderson’s class.

Sophia Huh, age 11.

Annabel Ingson, Grade 5.

Annabel Ingson, Grade 5.

Darkness…
Darkness is a thing that can bottle up emotions and
cause one thing…… fear
Darkness can cure one thing, fear
Darkness is like a potion that wipes out your memories
Darkness is as fast as an energetic deer
Darkness waits for one thing to capture your feelings
But darkness is a bad thing that happens to you
Darkness can take over all your good in you
Darkness is a tiny thing that gets bigger and starts
to brew

Ngoc Mai Pham, Grade 3.

Nolan Nguyen, age 10.
Catherine Williamson, age 9.

Amy Lee, age 9.
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One thing that can defeat darkness is the good inside you
Good always defeats evil and the good inside of
you can destroy darkness
You must embrace the feeling when you are good
If you defeat darkness, then it will be starkness
Darkness is bad but you can be the hero
Darkness is a unique thing that won’t come back
any more times, zero
—Age: 11 Name: Sachith Mankala, of
Fairfax, age 11, Grade 6,
Colin Powell Elementary
Fairfax Connection ❖ Month 1-31, 2008 ❖ 9
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Greenbriar East Elementary
Artwork submitted by teacher Christie Miller-Spadaccini.

Audrey Cu,
Grade 1.

Candice
Cheung,
Grade 2.

Map About Sua Moon

Why We Should Have a Class Pet
I want a class pet because then we can have a friend. During
indoor recess, we can play with it and give it company. We can
take care of it and feed it food. If we have a class pet everyone
would want to go to school. It will make learning fun.
—Nabiha Usman, Grade 3, Greenbriar East
Zhi Wen Xie,
Grade 6.
Caroline
Grindal,
Kindergarten.

If I Were the President
If I were the President I would make every school have a hot
tub outside for recess. The next thing I would do is make flying
cars because when there is traffic on the road you can push this
button on the side of the seat, and when you push that button it
will make wings come out of your car so you can cut out all of the
traffic. The next thing I would do is build my own hotel and the
name would be Katie’s Famous Hotel, and the first person who
came would get one night free with free food and a swimming
pool all to yourself. The best part is there is a huge water park all
to yourself with ice cream for free and the pool can be filled with
ice cream flavors with some toppings. Then if I were president I
would make books walk by themselves using a machine and there
will be a seat for you to sit if you are walking around. And those
are the goals I want to do when I am President!
—Katie Hoang, Grade 3, Greenbriar East

Rayan
Mosleh,
Grade 2.

Jiah Khan,
Grade 2.

Imagine a Day
Imagine if you eat an apple and you close your eyes and imagine where you want to go. So you grab a big, short apple and eat
a small bite and then it shows a door right next to you. So you
have to say where you want to go, then you have to jump inside
the door as fast as you can. Then you might jump into a pool if
you want to go somewhere hot. If you want to go somewhere
cold you might jump into a big pile of snow. So if you want to go
back into the real world just wish where you want to go then the
door will be there. But this time when you go back into the real
world you have to go backwards!
—Katie Hoang, Grade 3, Greenbriar East

The Three Chapter Story
By Hannah Lynch, Grade 3, Greenbriar East
Chapter 1, a dog or a cat?
A cat or a dog? It’s all on the behavior.
It plays like a dog, but looks like a cat.
Maybe I’m wrong, maybe I’m right.
A cat? What breed? A dog? Okay.
Some things are not right.
I ask a friend, she says cat.
I ask mom, she says dog.
A dog or a cat? It’s a simple question!
No one can answer that question anymore.
Not even the genesis.
Chapter 2, It’s a cat
“Yes, I’m speaking to you.
I’ll give you hints while I speak,”
See Writing, Page 11
Kaylee Garcia, Grade 3.
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Writing
From Page 10
“Who said that?”
“I said that, don’t be confused,”
“Okay, I won’t but who are you?
Are you a cat or a dog?”
“One or the other,
trust me,”
“I will, but who are you?”
“I’ll give you hints”,
like I said,
“Okay, what are they?”
“I like to play, but not for long.
I eat a lot but I don’t weigh a
lot.
Who am I?”
“A cat?”
“Yes!”

Saint Leo the Great Catholic School community leads by the example of Jesus,
with respect and compassion for all, to foster faith and academic growth.

Open Houses
Sun, January 29, 2017 12:00pm
Wed, February 15, 2017 10:00am

Faith
Our community provides a
safe, nurturing atmosphere
infused with faith, virtues
and catholic principles.

Academics
Our curriculum provides
the foundation necessary for
your child’s spiritual and
intellectual development.

Chapter 3, Here we go again.
“I’m Max the the cat,
I’m wise like a dog,
but as sleek as a cat.
I’m 15 pounds,
you’re 60 pounds.
Memorize that now,”
“Thank you,
let’s play.”
“Not yet, not yet.
Just 1 more quashton.
It will fly by very fast…
who are you?”
“Here we go again.”
To Be Continued…

My Giving Tree, by Nuri Lim, Greenbriar East Elementary.

• Founded in 1957, we have been instilling values and virtues in our
students for over half a century, educating Pre-School 3-Grade 8.
• St. Leo has implemented a K-8 Lab Learner program to enhance
science instruction. We have also purchased Google Chromebooks to
Technology
increase technology education in the classroom.
Technology is integrated into • Active Board technology is present in every classroom for hands on
learning, which improves your child’s cognitive abilities and critical
every aspect of our learning
thinking skills.
process.
• Honors High School Algebra offered to qualified 8th graders and Adv.
Math courses gr.5-8 (including Geometry) for those who qualify.
• Three mobile labs and 15,000 volume media center assists with
providing a multi-faceted learning approach to our science and
social studies curriculum.
• Spanish is offered in Kindergarten through 8th Grade.
• St. Leo the Great offers a myriad of extracurricular activities, such as
Robotic, Girls on the Run, Odyssey of the Mind, Art/Math Clubs
• Our NVCYO Sports Program includes Basketball, Track & Field, Tennis,
RSVP
and Cheerleading.
703-273-1211 • We have an award winning Band program and a beginning and
advanced Strings program.

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel
From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee
10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the
past 17 years

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Select your
products from
our Mobile
Showroom
and Design
Center
Fully Insured &
Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates

703-999-2928

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com
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"Baby bears of
Shenandoah" by
Alexander Yu

A Fantastic Day
By Alexander Yu
oday was a fantastic day. In the morning
we went to Shenandoah national park.
As we drove on the winding road, my
mom exclaimed, “What is that?” My dad
quickly pushed the brakes and opened the window.
To our surprise we found two little baby bears next
to the road. One of them was standing by a tree. The
bear stood up to observe what we were doing. It had

T

shiny coat of black fur and little round eyes. I felt
the bears are so cute and plump like my baby brother.
Meanwhile my dad took tons of pictures. Then the
bears scampered away. My dad made funny noises.
Each time he made one the bears turned back to look.
Everybody stared out the window in awe.
As we got back on the road I told my mom, “Today
is the best day of fall!”
—Alexander Yu, age 8, of Centreville, is a third grader at
Greenbriar West Elementary in Fairfax.

“Mom Queen
at Family
Room,” by
Herwen Andrew Xu, age
11, Grade 6,
Navy Elementary School,
Fairfax.

That Man
“Yay, we are going to the homeless shelter!” My
sister said screaming into my ears.
Ugh, I don’t wanna go. I shoved my headphones
into my ear. When we arive my sister goes bashing
out the car, “Whoop, we’re here!”
I roll my eyes, gosh. For most of the day I stand
outside giving out snacks and drinks to strangers. I
really want to go back home and snuggle in bed. I
was about to go for a break but this old man stops
me in my tracks. “Uh, hello, how can I help you?
Snacks are over in that area.” I said pointing to a
table in the distance.

By Anika Sharma, age 11, of Fairfax, Grade 6, Colin
Powell Elementary.

By Jessica Chen, age 11, of Centreville, Grade 5,
at Greenbriar West Elementary in Fairfax,
Teacher: Mrs. Sui.

He laughed. “Why do you seem down? Turn that
frown upside down,” he said smiling.
I was so surprised! He didn’t have any teeth! I chatted with this interesting man for awhile. He told me
the world needs more positive people. I smiled and
before I could’ve said thanks to him he left. How
could a man like that be homeless? I wonder what
happened to him. Till this day I love going to the
homeless shelter, but I’ve never seen that man since
then. I always think of him.

By Kairos Woods,
Grade 2, Laurel
Ridge Elementary
School.

—Kimanh Tran, of Fairfax, age 11,
Colin Powell Elementary

12 ❖ Fairfax Connection ❖ Children’s Connection ❖ 2016 - 2017

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Special VIP Offer
for your Toyota

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA
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Employment

Zone 2: • Burke
• Fairfax • Springfield
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton
101 Computers

101 Computers

Classified

703-778-9411
Zone 2 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements
NEWSPAPERS

HDI

COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995
➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

CLA

For Local…

571-265-2038
Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Newspapers & Online

CLASSIFIED

DRIVERS – Class A CDL
We are seeking a CDL Automotive Parts
Dedicated Route Specialist
Black Horse Carriers has Driver openings for experienced Drivers at our new ALEXANDRIA, VA Location
– It’s an exciting time to join our new team of drivers,
APPLY TODAY! Dedicated routes, 5-day work week,
Home daily. PM Routes. Guaranteed $1200 a week
with potential to earn more based on miles and stops.
Driver will handle freight. Automotive parts delivery
experience a plus. New Equipment (2013) or newer
with XM Radio. These are full time positions with
benefits. Candidates must have at least 2 yrs. Exp.
and a Class A CDL with a solid MVR.
Please email jobs@blackhorsecarriers.com. We prefer applicants apply online, but if necessary, please
call 630 333 5564 during normal business hours.
EOE. Drug Testing is a condition of employment
www.blackhorsecarriers.com

Educational
Internships
Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!
www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ........................... Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT

DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ........................... Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Zone 1: The Reston Connection
The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
The Burke Connection
The Fairfax Connection
The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection
The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

For a free digital subscription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe
Complete digital replica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.
Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

www.connectionnewspapers.com

14 ❖ Fairfax Connection ❖ Children’s Connection ❖ 2016 - 2017

D
E
I
SS IF

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

For All
Your
Advertising
Needs…
It Works.
Week
After Week.
703
917-6400
Place
Your
Ad
Today!
to your community

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Children’s Connection
703-778-9411

Home & Garden

Zone 2: • Burke
• Fairfax • Springfield
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton
ELECTRICAL

connectionnewspapers.com

ELECTRICAL

Recessed Lighting
Licensed/Bonded/Insured
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Office 703-335-0654
Computer Network Cabling
Mobile 703-499-0522
Service Upgrades
lektrkman28@gmail.com
Hot Tubs, etc…

GUTTER

GUTTER

CONTRACTORS.com

LANDSCAPING

A&S CONSTRUCTION
SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal
Hauling.

703-863-7465
LAWN SERVICE

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon

Do what
you can, with
what you have,
where you are.
-Theodore
Roosevelt
LAWN SERVICE

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

GUTTER CLEANING

703-912-6886

Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned
Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
Landscaping & Construction

lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN

Handyman Services
Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing •
Bathroom Renovation • Ceramic Tile •
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
www.rclhomerepairs.com

IMPROVEMENTS

Maria painting.

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

RCL HOME REPAIRS

LIC.

Michael painting.

INS.

IMPROVEMENTS

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

All work Guaranteed

PAVING

PAVING

Creating Artwork at Forestdale Elementary
Students at Forestdale
Elementary school created
artwork using using shaving cream and water color
paint.

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION
Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed, Insured, Bonded
703-250-6231

A&S Landscaping
• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
screened) • Erosion &
Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

TILE/MARBLE

TILE/MARBLE

BATHROOM
REMODELING
by Brennan Bath and Tile

703-863-7465

Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles
and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

LICENSED

www.brennan-tile.com

Serving All of N. Virginia

703-250-2872

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

TREE SERVICE

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com
An expert is someone
who knows some of the worst
mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Michael’s
artwork.

TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,
drainage problems, etc.

25 years of experience – Free estimates

703-868-5358

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

Maria’s
art.
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Children’s Connection
The Library
Ashley’s note: I chose the library
because it’s so calm and relaxing. The
greatest thing I like about it is that there
are so many books! Since I love to read,
going to the library is one of my favorite
places to go. The library is a place where
your imagination grows.

Dad
By Chris Kernan, Senior
West Springfield High School

s a young boy I always had
a sense of childlike wonder.
I questioned everything,
from “why the microwave
beeped,” to “why birds fly,” but the one
person I asked the most questions towards was my Dad.
As he would leave for work every
morning, I would stand on top of the
stairs and ask, “Where are you going?”
or, “When are you coming back?”
To which he’d always reply softly,
and with confidence, “I’m going to
work buddy, see you before dinner.”
His confidence gave me confidence
that he would always come back. I
mean, why would he not? He was my
dad after all.
Years passed and I grew up.
Through the tough breakups and bad
grades he would always be by my side,
like a loyal fan, cheering me on until
the finish line. Whenever I had a question, as silly or serious as it may have
been, he had the answers. Soon I lost
that sense of childlike wonder, but he
never stopped being there for me.
However now, as I sit next to him on
his death bed years later, I feel that
sense of childlike wonder coming
back, this time with a bitter taste to
it.
I ask him with a tear gently cascading down my cheek, “Where are you
going now, Dad?”
He looks at me with sorrow in his
eyes, I can see the tears forming. “I
don’t know,” he says plainly, but I can
tell he’s holding back.
For once in my life, he didn’t have
all the answers, nor did I feel the confidence I once felt as a child. As I
watch him pass, I start to realize that
my loyal fan is leaving the stands.
Still to this day, as I walk up the
stairs, I turn my back to the door and
imagine my father walking out into
the morning sunlight. Though I know
he won’t step through the door again,
I can still hear him cheering me on
from above.

A

—Ashley Hwang, age 10, Grade 5,
Willow Springs Elementary,
Fairfax, Private Art Teacher: Ms.
Yanshun Sui.

Color in life
Color, the vivacious elegance,
Shimmer, glitter a twinkling beam,
Saturated, it’s a delightful glow,
Rainbows are magnificent dashes,
Hue pops like soda,
It’s as bright as the sun and the stars
combined,
Color is a charming grace it pleases
everything from your clothes to nature!
Never fading it is like light,
Luminous it is so bright,
Dullness will never pass your eyes,
There a no words to describe colors
sight,
Color is the essential of life without it
joy wouldn’t come easily.
—Melina Nejadian, 11, of Fairfax,
Grade 4, Colin Powell Elementary

“A Dancing Course,” by Evelyn Li, Navy Elementary, Fairfax, Grade 5,
Teachers: Susan Bridge and Yanshun Sui.
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