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Carl Sandburg Middle

Kayla Hubbell, 7th grade
Laura Amaya, 7th grade

Eleanor
Pennington,
7th grade

Elizabeth Hardin,
7th grade

Hannah Orenstein, 7th grade

Welcome
Dear Readers:
This week, The Gazette turns over its
pages to the youth and students.
We asked principals and teachers from
area schools to encourage students to contribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s Issue.
The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submitted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art. Because of the response, we will continue to
publish more artwork and writings throughwww.ConnectionNewspapers.com

out January.
We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2017 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submissions for next year’s Children’s Gazette.
Please keep us in mind as your children
continue to create spectacular works of art
and inspiring pieces of writing in the coming year.
The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, The Ga-

zette welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly
schools pages.
Our preferred method for material is email, which should be sent to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King St.,
Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-778-9415
with any questions.

The Mount Vernon

Children’s Gazette
is published by
Local Media Connection, LLC.
A digital version of this publication and 14
sister publications
available at www.connectionnewpapers.com/
documents
For information on advertising email
sales@connectionnewspapers.com
For information on local content email
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

— Editor Steven Mauren
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Hollin Meadows Elementary

Kean Harrison, 11
Samantha Holt,
5th grade

Mavis Harrison, 8 — oil on canvas

Bayron Maradiaga Perez,
Kindergarten

Natalie Zevallos,
Kindergarten

Franciszek Lopez, Kindergarten — crayon and marker

Mi’Kai Keosombath, Kindergarten — oil pastel

Eleena Aljaouni, Kindergarten — cut paper patterns
turned into turkey bodies

Hollin Meadows Elementary

Sunday’s Late Game

Hiriya Tesfaye,
Kindergarten — oil pastel

Julisssa Guzman Jimenez, Kindergar- Sofia Aquino, Kindergarten — cut
ten — cut paper patterns turned into paper patterns turned into turkey
turkey bodies
bodies

My soccer team is called the “Pink Fierce Cheetahs” was versing the “Green Dragons.” We lost 1-0,
because that time I was a substitute for another
player and not playing on defense.
At halftime, we had apples for snack. After halftime, I got to be on defense. The “Green Dragons”
ALMOST scored! But luckily, I kicked the ball as far
as I could!
Sixteen minutes later the game ended. We got
chips that were as purple as plums and some weird
juice mixed with lemonade. I am disappointed we
lost!

— Anita, age 9

Why I am Careful
At the Playground

Steven Moreno Rodriguez, Kindergarten — oil pastel and watercolor

Natalie Marquez Amador, Kindergarten — oil pastel watercolor
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Alejandra Badillo Campos, Kindergarten — oil pastel watercolor

I was a little kid, when at Kinder-Care I tried to
climb on a fence, but sprained my arm. I went to
my house and my grandma tried putting on multiple Band Aids on my arm. But, it did not help
enough.
So I was rushed to the hospital by car. I was
given a score of how much pain I was in. I told the
doctor it was a 5! Then I was given a blue as the

See Hollin Meadows, Page 5
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Hollin Meadows
Elementary

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

From Page 4

703-768-7730

sky cast.
After I felt better! I took a picture to save the memory so I
will always be careful at the playground!

rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

— Gavin, age 8

The Time I had a Challenge
The time I had a challenge was when my mom took me to
this Karate Dojo. I was petrified, because my cousin did it and
almost broke his leg! I was terrified that I might end up like
that.
So I just threw a tantrum and my mom was confused, because I told her I wanted to go to the Karate Dojo.
My mom still took my anyways.
When I arrived, I had to take my shoes off. I started crying
again! Then I went on the mat and received my White Belt. I
was confused.
“Ahhh! What is going on?” I asked myself.
Next this man told me to bow. I didn’t understand what that
meant. Then he told me to lean forward and then I realized
what he meant.
So then he pulled out a board and said, “Break it.”
“Are you crazy?” I asked. So I just did it anyways. It was
actually pretty easy. If you are wondering if I had other people
with me, yes I did.
Then we had sparring partners which means someone to
practice fighting with you. We had this armor on. I didn’t
really care, I just wanted to leave. I was extremely hungry. I
went to the bathroom and drank water from the sink. It wasn’t
bad or good, it was just alright.
Later, my Master said, “What are you doing?”
“Ahh, drinking water! Duh” I replied.
“What are you doing? Class is over!” the Master said.
“What the heck?” I asked.
So then I went home. I liked this class, mostly because I got
to drink from the sink. I told my mom about the class and she
wasn’t really happy about it.

— Edward, age 8

Me, Myself, and I

The Shadows
On the Snow

Kean Harrison, 11

Two years have passed since my sister died. I’ll tell you if
you just keep it a secret. Now I will tell you how it happened.
It was a summer night when she caught a very bad disease.
We rushed to the hospital in a helicopter.
Then her heart stopped. Next she started to fade away into
a black shadow. The shadow rushed out into the window and
it was never seen again, until this very, very day.
Years and years have passed. It was snowing like reindeer.
One night when it was darker than my sister’s soul, I went
outside in a rush. Then I saw a gang of shadows and one was
my sister. When I saw her, I was kind of frightened. When I
saw her, I turned into a shadow too.

— Aiden, age 8

The Fire of Christmas
Once upon a time there was a kid named Dan. He played
football. Dan played for the Jacksonville Jaguars. Dan’s number was 11 for the team.
It was Friday. Then Dan mischievously went down the
stairs. When Dan went down the stairs, he saw a glow.
Next, Dan quietly said, “That is a fireplace.”
Dan was astounded that there was a fireplace. Then he saw
a big man wearing a red big strawberry coat. When the big
man came into the house, Dan saw that it was Santa! Dan
went back upstairs. He went to sleep with his toy snake. It was
brown like dark chocolate. Dan had a dream about Santa
dabbing!

— Cyrus, age 8

I have brown skin, black eyes.
And brown and light red lips.
And a small nose.
I am really kind.
I am age 8.
And braided black long hair.
I am in the 3rd grade.
My teacher’s name is Miss Barson.
I go to Hollin Meadows.
I am Mama Louise

The Hardest
Challenge that I Had

— Mama Louise, age 8

The Walk
One foggy evening, me and my mom were walking. It was
raining, plus there was also lightning! It looked like blue and
white lights appearing in the sky. We kept on walking and
talking. I was talking about when we went to a farm and found
a real live kangaroo! It was amazing!
During our walk we saw a family of dogs roaming the
streets. We also bumped into my best friend’s dad. It was nice
to see him. He was dressed up very fancy, a suit, a tie, and
flowers, everything that was fancy.
Suddenly I heard a giggle, it was a clown. I got scared, but
it was a clown that entertains people. He was going to a party.
The party was for my sister’s friend. My sister’s friend’s dress
was a yellow as the sun. It was beautiful. Then I went back
home to get ready for the next day.

— Aisha, age 8

When I Fell Down
I always used to fall down when I walk. My mom always
gave me sandals when we went somewhere. I always fell
down, until my mom and I went to buy new sneakers. My
mom found some pretty shoes.
I said, “I want them!”
So my mom bought the new shoes for me. I already wanted
to put them on before we left the store.
My mom said it was okay. My mom put them on me. They
fit me perfectly. I felt like a new girl!
I told her, “Yay!”
Now my mom and I buy more sneakers and less sandals so
I don’t fall down anymore. I am so happy!

— Ana, age 8

Something that was challenging for me was when my mom
left. My sister and I were very heartbroken. We were heartbroken, because it would be a long time until my mom came
back. About 2 months later, our mom called us and told us
she was in school. She didn’t know when she was coming
back.
About two years later she found out when she would come
back. She would come back to us in 2017. We were glad. We
didn’t have to worry anymore. We could always talk to our
mom when she calls. She usually calls every single day. I am
very much looking forward to seeing her again.

— Ozzy, age 8

When I Got Hurt
When my mom and I went to the store. I fell on my leg. It
hurt so bad. Then my mom and I came home. My mom helped
me. Now my leg felt better. My mom put ice on my leg. I love
my mom for helping me.

Season’s
Greetings
During the Holiday Season,
I find myself reflecting on the
past year and on those who have
helped us shape our business.
Thank you for your
continued support.
Wishing you and yours
a Happy Season and
a New Year filled with
Peace and Prosperity

— Jazleny, age 8

Rex and Doris Reiley
Liz Reiley,
Kelly Palmer

Swans Above Us
Once I saw a swan
Above us
I almost fell back
I was so amazed to see
It for the very
First time!

— Mavis, age 8

The Spy Life
POW! BOOM! Aahhhh!
Hi, my name is Sky Jones. I am a spy. I just kick some butt
just now! I’m 8 years old so it’s cool being a spy. I am super
brilliant. I like playing games with my best friend, Raya. She’s
10, but it’s okay. We like to play Pokemon Go. Rya knows I
am a spy. It is our little secret!

For more information: www.RexReiley.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

— Jordyn, age 8
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Fort Hunt Elementary

Mercer Fox, 2nd grade — Community Collage

Anthony Irizarry-Sobell, 3rd grade —
Cultural Collage

Nina Willcoxon, 2nd grade —
Community Collage

Brianna Maldonado, 3rd grade —
Cultural Collage

Ava Rashidfarokhy, 2nd grade —
Community Collage

Calista Simon, 3rd grade — Markers

Nathan Suhy, 3rd grade —
Community with Family and
Friends, Crayon Drawing

Antonia Hillers, 1st grade
— Family Member Portrait
Drawing

Parker Schroeder, 2nd grade —
Community Collage

Ian Monteith, 4th grade —
Time on My Mind Collage

Bailey Kohler, Kindergarten —
Animal Collage

Leo Dietz, 2nd grade —
Neighborhood Friends
Drawing

Daniel Gasparo, 6th grade —
Super You Drawing

Jadi Martinez
Marquez, 2nd grade
— Neighborhood
Friends Drawing

Matthew Britton, 3rd
grade — Cultural
Identity Drawing
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Kellan Vasques, 1st grade
— Family Member Portrait
Drawing

Ryan Calligaro,
3rd grade —
Cultural Identity
Self-Portrait Drawing

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Fort Hunt Elementary

Abbey Pope,
5th grade —
Memorable
Journey
Collage

Morgan Whaley, 4th grade
— Time on My Mind Collage

Monica Morales-Barraza,
3rd grade — Cultural Identity Self-Portrait Drawing

Mathilde Iglesias, 1st grade
— Family Helper Collage

Olivia Richkowski, 5th grade — Memorable Journey Collage

Now You Can Get
What You Really Wanted!

40% off
Storewide!
Monday, Jan. 2, 2017
10 am to 8 pm

Happy New Year!
Gift cards and special orders excluded.

703-548-4092
www.hooray4books.com

1555 King St, • Alexandria, VA 22314

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Bucknell Elementary

Francisco Blanco, 6th grade

Dakoda Noblitt, 4th grade

Eber Blanco, 5th grade

Angie Bermudez-Rivera, 4th grade

Jackeline Espinal-Carranza,
5th grade

Iris Ramirez, 6th grade

Avery Nieuwendam, 4th grade

Keylin Funez-Aguila,
Kindergarten

Leah Zamora, 1st grade

Genesis Granado, 2nd grade
8 ❖ Mount Vernon Gazette ❖ Children’s Gazette ❖ 2016 - 2017

Monica Valle Lemus,
Kindergarten

Oliver Rodriguez Amaya,
3rd grade

Patricia Pineda, 5th grade

Athena Wheeler,
Kindergarten

Valeria Arce Ibanez, 2nd grade
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Waynewood Elementary

Blythe McDaniel, 4th grade
Sean Oelschlager,
6th grade

Jillian
Orenstein,
4th grade

Catherine
Preston,
6th grade

Arabella Cyre, 6th grade

Noah Litonjua, 1st grade

Ava Viera, 6th grade

Regan Boling, 6th grade

Katherine Herbert, 1st grade Finn Torgerson, 1st grade
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Samantha Collins, 6th grade

Caroline Myers, 4th grade

Reese Myers, 1st grade
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Groveton Elementary

Christian Burke, 6th grade
Stephanie Arguenta Nunez,
3rd grade

Allyson Espinoza
Serrano, 1st grade

Nehllienne Liray,
1st grade

Clara Bennett, Kindergarten

Nahya Valadares Pena, 5th grade

Jasson Sandoval, 6th grade
Somayya Chaudhry, 6th grade
Meredith Twum Barimah, 4th grade

Miles Gallishaw, Kindergarten
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Hybla Valley Elementary

Briana Guerro Ibaria, 3rd grade
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Emily Aguilera, 3rd grade

Emma Burleyson, 3rd grade

Gaby Pereira, 3rd grade

Marely Chinchilla,
3rd grade

Oscar Castro-Carrilla,
3rd grade

Marely Castro-Campos,
3rd grade

Yostin Carrilla-Jimenez,
3rd grade

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Bryant Alternative High School

Jose Ruiz —
Untitled [View
of Washington], Watercolor

Bezawitt Yemam
— Newtopia,
Watercolor

Gabriela Argueta
— Untitled
[Shoe], Clay and
Acrylic

Paola Salmerone
— Fused Glass
Dish

COMMUNITIES

OF

WORSHIP

Good Shepherd Catholic
Church Mass Schedule
Saturday:
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass
(en Español)
Sunday:
7:30 am; 9:00 am
(with Sign Language
Interpreter and
Children’s Liturgy of
the Word); 10:30 am;
12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm
(en Español); 6:30 pm

MondaySaturday:
9:00 am Mass
(Rosary at 8:30 am)
En Español:
Monday, 6:30 pm;
Thursday, 7:30 pm;
First Friday, 7:30 pm

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385 • www.gs-cc.org

Join us for the Year of Mercy

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Alexandria Country Day School
All Alone

Colin Carpenter, 4th grade

Ari Lyubinsky, 3rd grade

Maddie Oehler, 8th grade

Peyton Zarate, 6th grade

Allison Bruehs, 6th grade

Alexandra Smethurst, 6th grade

Piper Foley, 8th grade

Gabby Ros, 7th grade

Sarah Wood, 6th grade

William Heather, 3rd grade

Wynnie Eaton, 3rd grade

Zachary Roberts, 2nd grade

Alexandra Feeley, 6th grade

Ben Moore, 4th grade

Woodley Bohannon, 1st grade
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“What do you wanna do?” Anna asked, flopping
down onto a beanbag. Benjamin and I shrugged.
Just then, Grandma walked in. “Go play outside!
It’s a beautiful California day.”
We obeyed, going to the backyard. “Let’s go on
the swing,” I suggested.
“Nah, let’s go in the forest instead ... Alone.”
Anna said. “I know the way.”
“What?” I asked.
At the same time, Benjamin said, “I don’t think
that’s a good idea.”
“You heard me. Alone. Unaccompanied. Without
an adult.”
I got the chills as I thought about being in the
forest alone.
The forest was actually just palm trees, but there
were fallen logs, a creek, and even occasionally
pomegranates, not to mention the strange glow of
the sun peeking through the palm leaves.
I frowned. “But Grandpa can’t take us, he’s
busy.” I pointed out.
“That’s okay, I know the way,” Anna answered.
“I live here, you know,”
Don’t get me wrong, I loved the forest. Climbing,
running, jumping, all of it. But without an adult?
“Well-” I started to talk but I was cut off by Anna.
“Meet you by the forest rock!” she said, as she
started running.
Benjamin and I glanced at each other. “This isn’t
a good idea, but let’s go,” he said with a frown.
I grabbed a sweatshirt, then ran outside with
Benjamin on my heels.
Anna was sitting at the forest rock, picking her
nails. “What took you so long?” she asked.
We started walking along, Anna in front. We
kept on walking, stopping to climb trees and such.
We came across a pile of junk. There was a wheelbarrow, tricycle, a lamp, a shovel, and a mop.
Grabbing the wheelbarrow, Anna said, “Here,
someone hop in!”
Benjamin started to, but I said, “Wait! That
might be dangerous!”
Anna rolled her eyes. “This is mine. It’s safe.”
We kept going instead, then a minute later
stopped to climb a rock. Once we were all on top,
I peeled off my sweatshirt and looked at my watch.
It was 4:45. I looked out at the forest.
I couldn’t see our house. Oh no. Are we lost? Do
any of us know the way back? My thoughts raced.
“We need to go back, it’s getting late.”
“Fine. Let’s go.” Anna replied. Why was she always so sure of herself? I wondered. Still, I didn’t
know where to go, so I followed her back down the
rock. As she led us through the forest, I started to
relax.
Then, she turned left, even though the wheelbarrow was on the right.
“The way we came is ...” My voice trailed off, as
Anna didn’t seem to hear.
She kept on walking, so I followed. She was always sure of herself at the forks, turning right, left,
left again, straight at the fork of three paths. I lost
track.
Then, at 5:00 exactly according to my watch, she
stopped.
I immediately asked, “What happened? Are we
home?” Anna was quiet, but Benjamin decided to
speak up.
“She led us the wrong way. We’re lost,” he announced.
We’re lost. Only two words, but with a great
meaning. We’re lost, I thought, as I took it in. Lost.
I bit my lip, tasting the blood.
Why had I let Anna drag us into this? We are
going to be in so much trouble if our parents find
out.
Benjamin started talking. “Don’t worry, it’s going to be okay.” I could smell the lie in his words.
He was just comforting himself.
The part of my brain that I only used at school
turned on. I started walking in circles, going further out each time. I looked around for something
to redirect us.
Meanwhile, Benjamin was arguing with Anna,
who crossed her arms and pursed her lips.“I’m not
a GPS! Everyone makes mistakes!” I heard her say.
Suddenly, I caught a glimpse of something orange.
It was up high, but I realized it was my
sweatshirt. I must have accidentally left it on the
rock! I realized.
“I know the way back,” I announced. I felt as if
a war was over and my sweatshirt was a victory
flag.

See All Alone, Page 19
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Alexandria Country Day School
All Alone
From Page 18
We all ran toward the rock, then climbed up, sat
down, and relaxed. It was already 5:30. “We really
need to get going,”I said.
At the fork, we turned right, then paused at the
wheelbarrow so we could all catch our breath. “
Whew! That was exhausting.” I panted, as I considered the whole ordeal.
Benjamin and I both immediately looked at
Anna, waiting for a smart alec comment, but for
once, she was quiet.
I felt like I had been struck by lightning. She had
nothing to say?
“Well ... Let’s get going.” I said.
“Wait, Laura,” Anna said, grabbing my arm. I
nodded at Benjamin to keep on going. I turned
back toward to Anna.
“I know it was my fault we got lost. You and
Benjamin tried to warn me, but I was too stuck up
to listen,” she confessed. The anger I had been feeling since we got lost finally melted away.
“That’s okay, I should have been bolder in pointing out the danger. Now we both know to not take
dangerous risks. Also, it doesn’t hurt to forgive and
forget,” I smiled.
“Let’s go play on the swing,” Anna offered, and
we walked side by side to join the laughing, playing children already there.

— Laura Duffield, 5th grade

Scooter Falls
Today was the day. Today, I would go down my
biggest hill yet. Yes, the biggest hill in the neighborhood.
“Are you sure you want to do this?” My dad
asked. I felt a chill run down my spine. I started to
sweat. “Lauren are you okay?” I didn’t say anything, he asked again. “Lauren are you okay?”
“Uhh ... Oh, yeah, I’m fine,” I answered. I felt an

energy run from my arms down to my hands. I
squeezed the handle bar.
With my face and chest up tall, I walked out of
my old dusty garage. On the inside, I had butterflies in my stomach and my heart was thumping.
Thump, thump,THUMP! The only reason that I’m
doing this is to show that I’m not a sissy, I thought.
“Here ... I … goooo!” I pushed off, going much
faster than I intended. Everything was a blur. All
of the sudden, I heard a voice.
“Lauren, look out for that branch!”
I looked behind me to see who had yelled. I don’t
know how to use the brakes! I panicked. Suddenly,
I remembered the time I had played basketball
against my dad.
“You’ll never be able to make a basket on me.
You’re too much of a sissy, Lauren,” he had
taunted. Although it was typical trash-talk, it stuck
with me.
Dad’s wrong, I thought. I’m not a sissy. I can be
brave. Then I remember I’m still on my razor.
Almost like it happened in slow motion, I
slammed my foot down on to the concrete driveway. I flew off my razor. For a brief moment, I felt
like I was a little bird learning how to fly. Then, I
hit the ground with a loud THUNK.
I could not breathe. I was crying like a baby without a blanket. My tears rolled down the street.
Tears of joy and hurt. I started to laugh. I’m not a
sissy! I thought, as I lay on the ground. I did it!
My dad rushed to my side and picked me up. I
felt like I was being wrapped up in a blanket. He
walked me up the street. I saw my mom run outside, “What happened sweetie? ”She yelled. Still
crying, I managed to answer.
“I was going too fast on my razor and fell.”
That night my dad came up to my bedroom to
kiss me goodnight.
“Do you still think I’m a sissy?” I asked.
“Of course not,” he said immediately. “You are
the bravest kid I know. Just try not to hurt yourself next time!”

— Lauren Applegate, 5th grade

where
seniors ages
62 and better
enjoy
rewarding
lifestyles in
the heart
of Alexandria
Exp. 1/31/17

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Mount Vernon Gazette ❖ Children’s Gazette ❖ 2016 - 2017 ❖ 15

Stratford Landing Elementary

Gunner Dutzman, 6th grade

Jordan Knerl, 4th grade

Lily Westphal, 4th grade

Toron Tillery, 2nd grade

Addison Finley – 3rd grade

Ella Oliver, 3rd grade

Joseph Yap, 5th grade

Cameron Spaulding, 6th grade

Ezra Beschta Westfall, 2nd grade

Ariana Alaia, 1st grade

William Dabbieri,
Kindergarten

Sydney Kopple, 1st grade

Naina Srivastava, 6th grade

Katherine Martinez, 3rd grade
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Jack Brennell, 5th grade
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Woodley Hills Elementary

Erik Gutierrez-Orozco, 5th Grade — Contour Line Drawing

Thouaiba Salmi, 6th Grade — Super You

Josue Martinez Pagoada,
3rd Grade — Cultural SelfPortrait

Mariana Avelar-Trigueros, 3rd Grade — Set The Table

Art
Art is cool
Art is like earth
The paintbrush moves like a zigzag
The paint splatters everywhere plop, plop
Mixing the colors is like mixing Kool-Aid
Dropping the paintbrush in the paint is
like dropping an Oreo cookie in milk by
accident

Reuben Amankwaah, 3rd
Grade — Cultural SelfPortrait

Valeria Ribera, 2nd Grade
— Celebrate Good Times

St. Aidan’s Episcopal Day School

— Melany Parada-Flores, 6th grade

Stratford Landing Elementary

Behind the
Scenes at the
Alexandria
Nutcracker
Harper Jefferies: What part in
the Nutcracker did you want when
you auditioned?
Alexandra Glass: “Well, my
friend had the part of Tapping Soldier last year and so it was the part
I really wanted and it turns out I got
exactly the part I wanted!”
HJ: How did you feel when you
got the part?
AG: “I was really excited! I was
like, ‘it’s a miracle!’”

— Harper Jefferies,
3rd grade

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Stella Debonis

Taylor Hellmold

Emmalyne Bobadill

Hudson Kendall

Alexandra Glass as a
Tapping Soldier.
Rachel Jurta, a 3rd grader
at Stratford Landing Elementary, puts on lipstick
before dancing in the party
scene in Alexandria’s
“Nutcracker” which took
place at West Potomac High
School.
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Burgundy Farm Country Day School
I Am Thankful …

Altan Yamaner,
Kindergarten

Leonardo Soriano, grade 3

I’m thankful for family. My
brother makes me laugh and he
plays with me. We also like to play
video games together. My parents
make me happy and they love me.
My dad plays games with me like
air hockey. My mom is happy and
I like having snowball fights in the
winter. My friends are sort of like
my family too. My friends play
with me and help me when I need
help. My grandparents talk with
me and make me feel comfortable.
I love my family and they love me
too.
— Sean Robinson,
grade 3
I am thankful for my teachers
Erin and Dana. Erin is silly and
joyful. It makes me feel good when
she laughs at what we say. Erin is
hopeful and she never gives up
until the end. She never doubts us.
Dana is always thinking positive
about math and language arts. She
helps us when we are having
trouble with things. She is always
kind to us and is always happy to
see us. Erin and Dana help me
learn new things that help me in
life. I am thankful for all my teachers, especially Erin and Dana.
— Leonardo Soriano,
grade 3
I’m thankful for my family because they love me. I’m thankful
for my dad because he plays games
with me and watches TV with me.
He’s funny and plays with me too.
I love my mom for many reasons.
Once reason I love my mom is because when I need help she helps
me. She lets me stay up and watch
movies. When she gets home she
hugs me. I love my brother because he’s very funny and likes to
play. We play on our tablets together. My favorite thing to do
with him is run around and build
Legos. Im thankful for and love
everyone in my family because
they treat me with respect and
love.
— Ethan Edwards,
grade 3

Sebastian Ming,
Kindergarten
Sofie Edwards, grade 8

Annabel Helms, grade 3

Julia Hildebrandt,
Kindergarten

Anne Hubbard,
Kindergarten

London Murray,
Kindergarten
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Christian Coates,
Kindergarten

I am thankful for my family. My
brother Peter is so funny and helpful and he’s fun to play with. My
guinea pigs are so cute and so
warm and so precious to me. I am
thankful for Mom and Dad. They
are great parents and they are super nice to me and Peter. I also like
it when mom chooses great books
to read to us. My dad is funny and
playful. I like how he lets Peter and
I attack him on the couch. I love
my family SO much and I am really thankful for them.
— Annabel Helms,
grade 3

I’m thankful for a lot of things
but I am only going to write about
one. I’m thankful for my friends
because they look after me. I have
a lot of friends and one of my
friends is Dillon. Dillon and I play
a lot of things but usually we play
two square, or four square or ball
tag. When he’s playing with me I
feel good. When we hang out he
is usually funny and makes me
laugh. When we play games we
cooperate.
Another friend I am thankful for
is Sadie. Usually we play two
square and sometimes go easy on
each other when nobody is in line.
Most importantly, she helps me
when I am hurt.
Ethan is also a friend. I am
thankful for him because he is
funny and makes me laugh. Usually I play ball tag with Ethan.
Sometimes we do not get along
but we are still friends.
I am thankful for my friends I
wrote about here, and also my
friends I did not write about.
— Hayden Wagner,
grade 3
I’m thankful for everything good
but this is the one I’m writing
about. I’m thankful for my cousins. One of my cousins is Zoey.
Zoey is really crazy. She screams
and runs like crazy. She drinks
apple juice then burps. It’s quiet.
Then Zoey laughs then we giggle
and laugh. Zoey loves apple juice.
She’s my favorite cousin. She’s
super cute and funny and has a
British accent. Zoey is just really
cute and shy but REALLY nice and
silly. Even if she’s in Australia she’s
still my favorite cousin.
Another one of my favorite cousins is Zac (Zachery). Zac is a little
baby but will cry if you’re not
dancing with him. He loves dancing. He also loves to star jump.
He’s REALLY cute and chubby.
Another cousin is Brandon. He
is really cool and loves basketball.
He helped me play basketball
when I was a little kid. He’s nice
when he’s on his phone. He is good
at cheering you up when you’re
sad. He’s fun to play with.
I really love my cousins Zoey,
Zac and Brandon, and today I
want to share I love them. They
are the best cousins any kid could
have. I’m thankful for really caring cousins!
— Layla Hill,
grade 3
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St. Louis Catholic School

Maya Repeta, 4th grade

Abraham Nawas,
Kindergarten

Eli Swanson, 4th grade

Jack Scully, Kindergarten

Michael Simental, Kindergarten

Claire Cheney,
Kindergarten

Amelia Hooper, 5th grade
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Will Burke, 1st grade

Brandy Byrd, 2nd grade

Maggie Tallagnon,
6th grade

Serena Moss, 4th grade

Michelle Dorman, 6th grade

Erin Kelly, 5th grade

Santiago Rivera-Robiou,
6th grade

Morgan Swetz, 5th grade

Silvanna Sotelo, 4th grade

Mary Cotnoir, 5th grade

Amy Anderson, 6th grade

Owen Davis, 5th grade

Peter Weber, 6th grade

Clara Lorenzo Y Losado,
Kindergarten

Augustine Howard, 5th grade
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Browne Academy
Anna
Larson,
grade 5 —
tesselation
cats

Abigail Taylor, grade 3 — Danse Macabre

My Bedroom

Alexis Rouson, grade 7 — girl in rain

Gabriella Graden, grade 8 — tree

On the top floor of my house there is a room, my
room, and it is my favorite place. As I enter, I see
my cream colored walls, my soft twin-sized bed,
with my beige-colored dog, Max, lying on top of it
sleeping. To the left of my bed, I see my windows
that have white curtains on them. I look outside
and see our giant Magnolia tree with glossy green
leaves and beautiful whitish pinkish flowers blooming. Back in my room, I see a wooden framed
mirror that I can see my reflection in, my bookcase
with books and souvenirs on it that I have collected
over my life. To the left of the bookcase, I see my
snow white desk filled with notebooks and writing
utensils like pencils and pens in a blue cup I painted
when I was in Daisy Scouts. In front of my desk is
my dresser with six drawers filled with clothes, that
has a grayish radio on it next to a lava lamp. I feel
the smooth white comforter on my bed, my hard
dark brown wooden floor, and my semi-rough
cream colored carpet when I enter my room. I taste
my sweet and crunchy Frosted Flakes snack. I listen to my iPad youtube videos playing while my
dog’s heavy breathing is in the background. I love
my room.

— Zoe North, 11, 6th grade

The Nike Shoe Store
Bella Bloom, grade 5 — tesselation sharks

Tabitha Randazzo, grade 5 — tesselation cats

I love the feeling of new shoes on my feet, and I
love where I get my shoes. When I walk into the
Nike shoe store, I see tons of customers and shelves
full of new, cool shoes. After looking around, I pick
up a pair of shoes and I feel the lace and tongue of
the shoe. The shoes feel soft and have a hard base.
The laces are black and the back has little pink
spikes. These shoes are called “Kyrie.” I look
around some more and put the shoes down. I see
people talking and trying on shoes. I smell the scent
of pretzels and fresh shoes. I hear my sister,
Belinda, telling me how I have more shoes than her
and how it’s not fair. I muse to myself about the
number of shoes I have and the number of shoes
she has. Eventually I pick a pair of shoes and join
the lengthy line. I see the satisfied customers in
front of us finish paying and I move up. Belinda and
I put our shoes on the counter, which is very cold
and I quickly take my hands off. I watch Dad pull
out his leather wallet with a grim look. Then
Belinda and I grab the plastic bags and say,
“Thanks Dad” and walk happily out the door.

— Melinda Daniels-Tineo, 11, 6th
grade

Summer Bickley, grade 3 — Hokusai Wave

My Special Place
Tai’Lyn
Smith,
grade 8
— trees

Tobi Odugbemi, grade 5 — tesselation owls

Do you have a place where you feel comfortable
and relaxed, a place where you can be absolutely
free? For some people it’s on the soccer field, or
their house, or maybe it is a place where they vacation. For me, that place is the Chesapeake Bay.
Do you want to go with me?
At the Bay, I am on a paddleboard with water
surrounding me as far as I can see. I put my paddle
down and put my feet into the cool water. A silver
fish jumps up and splashes me in the face. Little

See Browne Academy, Page 22
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Classified

Zone 3: • Alexandria
• Mount Vernon

703-778-9411
Zone 3 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon

Employment

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

DRIVERS – Class A CDL
We are seeking a CDL Automotive Parts
Dedicated Route Specialist

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NUMBER 16-12-05
The Alexandria City School Board dba Alexandria City Public Schools is seeking
proposals for Social Studies Instructional Materials.
Sealed Proposals with the notation RFP# 16-12-05 Social Studies
Instructional Materials will be received in the Central Procurement
Office, 1340 Braddock Place, Suite 620, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, on or before
3:00 pm, January 20, 2017. The time of receipt shall be determined by the time
clock stamp in the Procurement office. Proposals appropriately received will
be opened and the names of the firms responding will be read aloud.
RFP documents may be obtained at the above Procurement Office
or by calling 703-619-8162, or by downloading the RFP from the ACPS
website at http://www.acps.k12.va.us/financial-services/purchasing/

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Black Horse Carriers has Driver openings for experienced Drivers at our new ALEXANDRIA, VA Location
– It’s an exciting time to join our new team of drivers,
APPLY TODAY! Dedicated routes, 5-day work week,
Home daily. PM Routes. Guaranteed $1200 a week
with potential to earn more based on miles and stops.
Driver will handle freight. Automotive parts delivery
experience a plus. New Equipment (2013) or newer
with XM Radio. These are full time positions with
benefits. Candidates must have at least 2 yrs. Exp.
and a Class A CDL with a solid MVR.
Please email jobs@blackhorsecarriers.com. We prefer applicants apply online, but if necessary, please
call 630 333 5564 during normal business hours.
EOE. Drug Testing is a condition of employment
www.blackhorsecarriers.com

All questions answered will be posted as an addendum to the ACPS web site.
No RFP may be withdrawn for a period of ninety (90) days after the opening
of proposals except as may be set forth in the RFP.
ACPS reserves the right to cancel this RFP and/or reject any or all proposals
and to waive any informalities in any proposal.
Gerald W. Amacker (Jerry)
ACPS Senior Buyer

101 Computers

101 Computers

HDI

COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995
➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

571-265-2038
Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of
section 4-1-16 of the code of
the City of Alexandria, the
Alexandria Police Department
located at 3600 Wheeler Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is
now in possession of unclaimed bicycles, mopeds,
lawn equipment, money,
scooters, and other items. All
persons having valid claim to
the property should file a claim
to the property with reasonable proof of ownership or the
items will be sold, destroyed,
converted or donated. For a
complete listing go to
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Property Section at (703) 746-6709.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements
ABANDONED WATERCRAFT
Notice is hereby given that the following watercraft has been
abandoned for more than 60 DAYS on the property of Frank
Smith, 807 South Alfred Street, Apt #4, VA 22314, Telephone
number 202 5695761.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Classified

Description of the watercraft:
Make: Wellcraft, length: 19 feet, year built: 1988, color: blue
and white, boat registration: VA 1134 XX, hull identification
number: WELT 4187B888
Application for Watercraft Registration / Title will be made in
accordance with Section 29.1-733.25 of the Code of Virginia if
this watercraft is not claimed and removed within 30 days of
first publication of this notice. Please contact the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries with questions.

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

21 Announcements
ABC LICENSE
AR Workshop Alexandria, LLC
trading as AR Workshop
Alexandria, 107 N. Fairfax St.
Alexandria, VA 22314.
The above establishment is
applying to the
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF
ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)
for a Art Instruction Studio
license to sell or
manufacture alcoholic
beverages.Katie Wells Owner
NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license must
be submitted to ABC no later
than 30 days from the publishing date of the first of two
required legal notices.
Objections should be
registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

For a free digital subscription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe
Complete digital replica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.
Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com
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Browne Academy
Zone 3: • Alexandria
• Mount Vernon
ELECTRICAL

Home & Garden
connectionnewspapers.com
ELECTRICAL

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:
Tuesday Noon
CONTRACTORS.com

FIREWOOD

LANDSCAPING

FIREWOOD

A&S CONSTRUCTION
SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal
Hauling.

Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

Recessed Lighting
Licensed/Bonded/Insured
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Office 703-335-0654
Computer Network Cabling
Mobile 703-499-0522
Service Upgrades
lektrkman28@gmail.com
Hot Tubs, etc…

GUTTER

GUTTER

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned
Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

$150 half cord
$250 full cord
Call Joe at

301-856-4436
301-602-9528 Cell

IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping
• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
screened) • Erosion &
Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

Rachel
Driscoll,
grade 8 —
tree

703-863-7465

PAVING

PAVING

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION
Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed, Insured, Bonded
703-250-6231
TILE/MARBLE

IMPROVEMENTS

703-778-9411

TILE/MARBLE

Hugh Sullivan, grade 4 — pumpkin

Clare Helvey, grade 6 — clay pot

Maya Soares, grade 4 — flag

Logan Brooks, grade 4 — flag

BATHROOM
REMODELING
by Brennan Bath and Tile
Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles
and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

www.brennan-tile.com

703-250-2872

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

TREE SERVICE

TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Sophie
Atkisson,
grade 6
— clay
pot

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

Summer Cleanup...

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,
drainage problems, etc.

25 years of experience – Free estimates

703-868-5358

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com
LAWN SERVICE

LAWN SERVICE

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction
• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

All work Guaranteed

Writing

Congressional School

From Page 20

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
Newspapers & Online

CLAS SIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6 .................... Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 .................... Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

Simone Cathey, grade 8 — tree

DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6 .................... Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 .................... Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
Zone 4: Centre View North
The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Centre View South
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
The Burke Connection
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection
The Fairfax Connection
The Vienna/Oakton
The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
Connection
Lorton Connection
The McLean Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet
The Great Falls
The Mount Vernon Gazette
Connection
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droplets of water land on me, and I lick the salty
water off my lips. If I turn my head towards the
east, I can see splotches of pink, yellow, orange,
purple, and blue of the sunset. The seagulls squawk
and chase each other. A tall sailboat passes by,
making me feel like a tiny ant. I wave to the people
passing by in the sailboat. I can feel the slow steady
waves beneath me from the sailboat. A savory
aroma of my grandma frying chicken drifts over the
water. I hear my dad call me in to eat dinner, so I
paddle back to our house.

— Clare Helvey, 12, 6th grade

Broadway
When I’m in New York City, my favorite place to
visit is Broadway. I love all of the mysterious people
and buildings. The streets are made in a grid which
makes it almost impossible to get lost. Everywhere
I look I see bright signs telling me to “Buy Coke,”
or to “Go Watch Hamlet!” My favorite of all the
bright signs is the newsreel that wraps around one
whole building. Everyone around it stops to just
read the bright words. The smells are nauseating
with the horses and their droppings, garbage
trucks, smoke, and exhaust from cars. I wander

Morgan
Tracy,
12,
grade 7
— Purple
Flowers.
through Times Square with a salty pretzel in one
hand and a cream cheese bagel in the other. No
bagel has ever or will ever beat out this one. Every
block there are people cursing and screaming at
each other, but even with these flaws, I love New
York!

— Sarah Kalo, 11, 6th grade
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Special VIP Offer
for your Toyota

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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