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Lee High School senior Naomi Soquar helped found a chapter of the Amnesty
International Club at Lee — she currently serves as its president.
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By Tim Peterson

The Connection

S
uraya Sadeed said hearing more
than 20 stories of students promot-
ing peace in and out of their
schools made her believe “there is

still hope for a brighter future.”
Sadeed is a native of Kabul, Afghanistan

who made a new home in the United States
in 1982, fleeing the aftermath of the Soviet
invasion. She founded the non-government
organization Help the Afghan Children and
is author of “Forbidden Lessons in a Kabul
Guesthouse.”

The former owner of a real estate com-
pany, Sadeed has risked dangerous situa-
tions to deliver humanitarian aid to women
and children in war-torn Afghanistan. On
Sunday, March 12, she addressed high
school students from around Fairfax County
being honored at the Student Peace Awards.

Sadeed spoke about the importance of
promoting peace through education, as a
preventative measure against bullying, ha-
tred and violence later in life.

“The cost of providing peace education
to 8 million children in Afghanistan is less,”
she said, “than buying one military plane.”

The student peace awards are offered in
all Fairfax County public high schools and
some private schools. Schools choose their
winners based on their work to promote
peace as well as prevent causes of violence:
poverty, discrimination and injustice.

Each of the individual or groups of stu-
dents not only took action for peace, but
did so with creative, entrepreneurial energy
— founding clubs, organizing charity
projects, leading training sessions or creat-
ing documentary films.

Fairfax County School Board chair Sandy
Evans said she was deeply impressed with
the work of the students being honored at
the Stacy Sherwood Community Center in
Fairfax, from anti-bullying to human traf-
ficking awareness to anti-genocide.

“Few goals are more important in the
world today,” Evans said, “than promoting
peace, acceptance, kindness and tolerance.”

Evans was joined in congratulating the
students by fellow board members Ryan
McElveen (at-large) and Dalia Palchik
(Providence).

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors vice
chairman and Mason District representative
Penny Gross (D) read a letter of recogni-
tion from board chairman Sharon Bulova
that thanked the students for their commit-
ment to peacemaking.

All the students have come together, Gross
read from Bulova’s letter, “in one goal,
strengthening peace and unity.”

Del. Kenneth Plum (D-36) joined the
other elected officials in congratulating the
award-winners.

The 2017 Student Peace Awards of Fairfax
County winners are as follows, bios accord-
ing to the event program:
Ethan Mirani, junior at the Cedar
Lane School in Vienna

Mirani was a member of the school’s Anti-
Bullying Commitee for two years and
worked to grow the group as well as plan
activities and keep things organized.
Jasmine Howard, senior at
Centreville High School

Howard organized members of the
Centreville Key Club to sell 240 wristbands
from Guatemala, made out of leather and
pieces of coconut shell with colored string,
raising $1,700 in sales and donations that
went back to the wristband artisans and
disadvantaged foreign youth.
Shaan Chudasama, senior at
Chantilly High School

Chudasama co-founded and is vice presi-
dent of Young at Art, a non-profit organiza-
tion using art-related activities to improve
the quality of life of seniors, less fortunate
children and veterans. With his sister, the
other co-founder, they’ve partnered with the
Special Olympics and Sunrise Assisted Liv-
ing.

Vanessas Mae Avendano, senior at
Falls Church High School

Avendano is vice president of Falls
Church’s Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender club and also founded Falls
Church High School United, a group of clubs
united to spread peace and acceptance. The
group has produced a series of videos deal-
ing with anti-bullying and giving respect.
Sabah Munshi, senior at Hayfield
Secondary School

Munshi helped organize a project called
Walking for Water and raised both aware-
ness of the world’s water crisis and more
than $2,000 for the Tap Project by UNICEF.
She has also volunteered at Virginia Hospi-
tal Center in the renal unit.
Surabhi Khanal, senior at Herndon
High School

Khanal has been a member of the
Herndon Leo Club and founded MedLove,
Inc, a non-profit organization with the mis-
sion of helping rescue women in the United
States and abroad who are human traffick-
ing victims. Through the Key Club, Khanal
and other students also organized a benefit
gala to raise awareness of local trafficking
and $3,000 for combatting HIV and AIDS
in her native Nepal.
Naba Khan and Shafia Tala, juniors
at King Abdullah Academy in
Herndon

Khan and Talat founded the organization
Women of the World (WOW) to promote
women’s rights and help women struggling
with homelessness, hunger, oppression or
abuse. Some of their projects include open-
ing a sewing institute in Nalgona, India and
fundraisers involving the whole student
body.
Jamie Hunstad, senior at Lake
Braddock Secondary School

Hunstad set up a Special Olympics pro-
gram at Lake Braddock, starting with a bas-
ketball team and adding track and field. She
coaches both teams, and also helped the
Rachel’s Challenge program find a presence

at her school. Rachel’s Challenge deals with
stomping out bullying and promoting tol-
erance and inclusion.
Donya Momenian and Chrissie
Ivanova, seniors at Langley High
School

The two seniors co-founded a chapter of
the Girl Up Club at Langley, growing it from
two to 30 members who meet bi-monthly.
The national and international club empow-
ers young women in education, fundraising,
advocacy and service, as well as runs de-
velopment programs in Guatemala, India,
Liberia, Malawi, Uganda and Ethiopia.
Naomi Soquar, senior at Robert E.
Lee High School

Soquar helped found a chapter of the
Amnesty International Club at Lee — she
currently serves as its president. She led
club members and volunteers in writing let-
ters against human rights violations, which
in one case contributed to two political pris-
oners in the Democratic Republic of Congo
being released. Soquar also serves with Girls
Learn International, the Capital Area Food
Bank and Habitat for Humanity.
Sean Doyle, senior at James Madi-
son High School

A member of Madison’s Amnesty Inter-
national Club Doyle is coordinating activ-
ism with others on such issues as abolish-
ing the death penalty, reducing gun violence
and police brutality, and convincing the
Vienna Town Council to make Vienna a “I
Welcome Refugees” town.
Aidan Kemp, senior at George C
Marshall High School

Kemp is the lead senior mentor for the
Marshall Freshman Transition program and
does community service work through St.
Thomas Episcopal Church in McLean.
Josh Leong and Sam Gollob, jun-
iors at McLean High School

The two juniors created a 10-minute film
documenting the struggles of Herman

See Peace Awards,  Page 4

Student Peace Awards of Fairfax County
reception honors activists and advocates.Committed to Peacemaking

News

Lake Braddock senior Jamie Hunstad set up a Special Olympics program
at Lake Braddock, starting with a basketball team and adding track and
field.

Photos by Tim Peterson/The Connection

South County senior Narjes Bencheikh helped co-found a Muslim Student
Association and International Club at her school.

Springfield Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com
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News

Wainggai, a human rights advo-
cate from West Papua who escape
political imprisonment by taking
a boat to Australia. “Herman
Wainggai: A Hidden Genocide”
premiered at the Garifuna Indig-
enous Film Festival in Los Angeles
in April, 2016.
Yosaph Boku, senior at
Mount Vernon High School

Boku helped create a program
that teaches disadvantaged youth
and adults in his community com-
puter skills. The senior also gives
groups of counselors feedback,
suggestions for encouraging more
minority students to take advan-
tage of advanced courses.
Roza Al Barznji, senior at
Mountain View Alternative
High School

Al Barznji came to the United
States three years ago as a refu-
gee from Northern Iraq, and works
to help her classmates understand
her Kurdish heritage using photog-
raphy. She’s also published seven
stories about her own journey be-
coming a Kurdish American, the
people of Syria and refugees in
American communities, as well as
made a documentary about Ameri-
can Thanksgiving traditions.

Members of Blossoming
Beauties at Quander Road
School

Young women in the Blossom-
ing Beauties program work on
both becoming more well-rounded
and confident, as well as carrying
out school and community
projects together. In 2016, the
group raised money for Bethany
House shelter for female victims
of domestic abuse; they’ve also
also produced fleece blankets for
New Hope Housing and their mis-
sion to end homelessness. In 2017,
Blossoming Beauties is collaborat-
ing with A Space of Her Own to
target and support fifth grade girls
avoiding delinquency.
Narjes Bencheikh, senior at
South County High School

The South County senior helped
co-found a Muslim Student Asso-
ciation and International Club at
her school. The 50-person Muslim
Student Association carries out
role-playing exercises and dis-
cusses issues encountered in the
community.
Emily Lockwood, senior at
South Lakes High School

Lockwood mentors freshmen
transitioning to high school and
coaches track for children with
special needs. For a school assign-

Peace Awards Presented

Photo by Tim Peterson/The Connection

The Student Peace Awards are offered in all Fairfax County public high schools and some
private schools. Schools choose their winners based on their work to promote peace as
well as prevent causes of violence: poverty, discrimination and injustice. This year’s
awards were given out March 12 at the Stacy Sherwood Community Center in Fairfax.

ment, she worked with the Insti-
tute of Peace in Washington, D.C.,
to find primary and secondary
sources looking at improving state
and societal relations in Myanmar
(Burma).
Maiss Mohamed and
Deema Alharthi, juniors at
JEB Stuart High School

The Stuart juniors revitalized
their school’s Model United Na-
tions Club and have become ac-
tive with Students in Training for
Advocacy and Responsibility. They
also participate in Key Club, Girls
Up and Interact, and volunteer
with groups including the Virginia
Coalition of Latino Organization.
Members of TJ Minds

Matter, Thomas Jefferson
High School for Science
and Technology

The student-led group offers
support for handling stress and
disappointment, and provides re-
sources for learning how to engage
with someone in a crisis and non-
crisis situation. TJ Minds Matter
hosted a Mental Wellness Week in
January this year, including days
dedicated to random acts of kind-
ness and stomping out stigma (sur-
rounding mental illness).
Students with Combatting
Intolerance at West
Potomac High School

The Fairfax County class Com-
batting Intolerance was created in

2015 — West Potomac teacher
Robert Kerr molds the curriculum
around social justice topics, rac-
ism, sexism, welcoming immigrant
and refugee students, and advo-
cating for the rights of lesbian, gay,
transgender and asexual students,
staff and other people in the com-
munity. The 22-member class
raises money to support small lo-
cal non-profits and sponsored a
school-wide Diversity Week.
Rodney Wrice, senior, and
Audrey Wever, junior, West
Springfield High School

Friends Wrice and Wever
started a kindness campaign us-
ing candy bars and sticky notes
to encourage positive messaging

Springfield-based Interstate Group Hold-
ings, Inc., the third generation Morrissette
Family enterprise and parent of Top Hat
Service provider Interstate Van Lines, Inc.,
announced the acquisition of Indianapolis,
Indiana, headquartered American Red Ball
World Wide Movers. This combining of the
74-year-old Interstate and 98-year-old
American Red Ball will position Interstate
as one of the largest independent movers
in the United States.

The deal will add approximately $30 mil-
lion in revenues and increase Interstate’s
national transportation fleet by 34 percent.
The company intends to maintain its cor-
porate offices and services in Springfield,
while taking advantage of the existing re-

sources in Indianapolis to jointly manage
and operate the combined companies.

Founded in 1943, The Interstate Family
of Companies encompasses a worldwide
group of transportation, warehousing, re-
location management, logistics and real
estate solutions serving government, cor-
porate, and individual clients.

The company maintains its headquarters
in Springfield, working with a global alli-
ance of 1,500 service partners and 17,500
professional associates in 112 countries
across six continents. On an annual basis,
it is entrusted with the care and oversight
of more than $1 billion in customer-valued
goods and property. Learn more at
MoveInterstate.com.

Local Mover is Moving Up:
Interstate Continues to Grow

From left: Brad
Beal, Dave
Combs, and
Katrina
Blackwell,
American Red
Ball and J.D.
Morrissette, Ken
Morrissette, Jr.,
Ken Morrissette,
Sr. and Sang
Han, Interstate.

Photo contributed

Read Across America
Supervisor Pat Herrity (R-Springfield) reads Dr. Seuss to students at
Cardinal Forest Elementary School on March 1 for the National
Education Association’s Read Across America reading motivation
and awareness program.

Photo contributed
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The Connection

S
upervisor Pat Herrity (R-
Springfield) said his first
job working at a pool over
the summer formed a lot

of his work ethic.
“First jobs are critical,” he said.

“I learned what a job was, what
working for a living was. We need
to provide the opportunity to do
that for our kids.”

Beginning this weekend will be
the third year of teen job fairs for
young people in Fairfax County. In
2015, Herrity and Pat Malone
came up with the idea to host a
fair, meeting an unmet need by
bringing together employers and
young job-seekers together in a
single location to meet face-to-
face.

Malone, who lives in the
Kingstowne area of Alexandria,
said a first job can set the founda-
tion for where you want to go in
life.

“Where your mindset is,”
Malone said, “What you have
some energy to wake up for in the
morning, to get started, to do for
the day, to conduct your life.”

Whether young people stay with
the job for a long time or move on
to something else, the experiences
in a first, or even second or third
job, are meaningful in building
career skills.

“It’s working together with a
team of people, working with the
public,” said Malone. “You want to
do a good job, and use it as a
springboard.”

Nancy-jo Manney, president of
the Greater Springfield Chamber
of Commerce, which is a co-spon-
sor of the job fair being held April
1 at West Springfield High School,
said the fairs are also extremely
valuable for businesses to attend.

Getting a diverse group of young
potential employees together in
one room is much more effective

than placing ads in the newspaper
or online, Manney said. It’s also
free for them to attend, and gives
them access to potential workers
who are local to their business lo-
cations.

“If your company has part-time
positions, and or is looking to hire
summer employees in Fairfax
County,” Manney said, “it’s a no-
brainer to attend.”

The first teen job fair in 2015
was held at West Springfield and
brought in around 350 students
who met with employers and filled
out job applications. Last year, the
fair expanded to Chantilly High
School.

Just at Chantilly, they added a
workshop for helping job appli-
cants write and build a resume.
With the success of that program,
it’s being added to all four loca-
tions of the 2017 job fair. At each
location, there will be two such
seminars.

So far this year, Herrity said at
least 700 teens are pre-registered
across the four job fairs, which also
include dates at Oakton High
School and South County High
School. Pre-registration online
isn’t a job application and isn’t any
type of commitment; it just con-
nects the teen with fair updates
and resources, and gives employ-
ers an idea of how many people.

For teens attending the fair,
Manney said first impressions are
important, so dress professionally.

It doesn’t have to be a suit and
tie, or dress, but teens should have
on clean, dress clothing: no saggy
pants or short tops or skirts.

Herrity expects at least 40 em-
ployers at each of the job fairs,
offering not just part-time or sum-
mer employment, but also full-
time, after school, internships and
volunteer opportunities.

For more information and to reg-
ister either as a student or a busi-
ness, visitwww.fairfaxcounty.gov/
springfield/teenjobfair.htm.

First Taste of the
Working World
Teen Job Fairs begin this weekend.

2017 TEEN JOB FAIR DATES
❖ Saturday, March 18, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., Chantilly High School, 4201

Stringfellow Road in Chantilly.
Co-sponsored by Supervisor Kathy Smith, Chantilly HS STEM Academy, and Dulles

Regional Chamber of Commerce
❖ Saturday, March 18, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., Oakton High School, 2900 Sutton Road

in Vienna.
Co-sponsored by Supervisor Linda Smyth and Oakton HS Marketing Department
❖ Saturday, April 1, 12 p.m. to 2 p.m., West Springfield High School, 6100

Rolling Road in West Springfield.
Co-sponsored by West Springfield HS Student Government Association and Greater

Springfield Chamber of Commerce
❖ Saturday, April 29, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., South County High School, 8501

Silverbrook Road in Lorton.
Co-sponsored by Supervisor Dan Storck, South Fairfax Chamber of Commerce, South

County Federation, and South County Secondary School

News
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Opinion

By U.S. Rep. Don Beyer (D-8) and

U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-11)

R
epublicans hold control of all three
branches of government, and there
fore have a responsibility to lead
the civil service that employs mil-

lions of Americans, and every American relies
upon for myriad services. The overwhelming
majority of federal workers are hardworking
people who devote themselves to public ser-
vice. They secure borders, keep food safe, ad-
vance scientific and medical research, deliver
our mail, and provide care to many of us, in-
cluding our veterans.

Republican leaders have repaid this service
with repeated attacks.

In 2013, they shut down the government as
a political stunt, and came hours away from
doing it again in 2015 at the Department of
Homeland Security. They enacted the Budget
Control Act, which ultimately led to Seques-
tration, cutting the budget of every federal
agency with the surgical precision of a meat-
ax.

But since Republicans acquired total control
over government, their treatment of federal
workers has been beyond the pale.

On the first day of the new Congress, House
Republicans passed a rules package over our
loud objections containing a reinstatement of
the Holman Rule, which would potentially al-
low Congress to engage in political retribution
against federal workers by reducing any given
employee’s salary to $1. Only three Republi-
cans opposed the measure on the floor, none
from Virginia or Maryland.

The Holman Rule was especially troubling
in light of the new administration’s so-called
“enemies list” of employees who had worked

on specific policy areas for the Obama Admin-
istration, such as climate policy.

As one of his first actions, President Trump
announced a hiring freeze for federal work-
ers. This is terrible policy and a mindless ap-
proach to management that dodges hard deci-
sions.

The Government Accountability Office stud-
ied past hiring freezes and found them “not
effective.” The government is more likely to
rely on overtime and contract work, which of-
ten costs taxpayers more. Meanwhile, tens of
thousands of Americans have total uncertainty
in their professional lives. Agencies are unable
to make efficient, long term plans, driving up
costs and hurting morale. Over time, Ameri-
cans trying to manage social security benefits,
travel in airports, or secure healthcare will see
the impact of this freeze when benefits are not
mailed or airport security lines move much
more slowly.

Two other classes of citizen are hit particu-
larly hard: people with disabilities and veter-
ans.

In 2015, due to Obama Administration ini-
tiatives, 19 percent of the federal
government’s new hires were people with dis-
abilities. The federal government has hired

109,000 people with disabilities in the past
five years.

Veterans stand to be among those hardest
hit by the hiring freeze. The Veterans Admin-
istration is one of the largest federal employ-
ers, but is also significantly understaffed. De-
livering the care promised to those who served
in the armed forces depends on having effec-
tive staff to deliver that care.

Over 30 percent of the civilian federal
workforce is made up of veterans, a number
which has grown consistently as agencies pri-
oritized hiring vets. Many of the positions held
vacant by the hiring freeze would have gone
to vets, and the progress we have made on
veteran unemployment will be halted.

Contrary to this administration’s claims, the
federal workforce is dwindling as a share of
the population. And 85 percent of federal work-
ers are located outside the beltway. It is also
aging, and over a third of the current feds will
be eligible for retirement by September. Fed-
eral workers have been treated as a piggy bank
by Congress for years now, their pay raises
delayed or denied, they’ve been furloughed and
had their benefits cut. Now their morale is hit
by politicians who make them a political
punching bag. A bill just proposed in Congress
would make all federal workers “at-will” em-
ployees, exposing them to political retribution
and punishment by a hostile administration
without recourse.

The federal workforce is not, as Mr. Trump
has said, a “swamp.” It is a group of commit-
ted Americans who serve us, and they deserve
better from Congress. The Republican Party has
total control over the levers of government.
Will any of its leaders have the decency or the
courage to fight for the civil service which
serves us all?

Stop Bullying Federal Workers

ConnollyBeyer

By Scott Surovell

State Senator (D-36)

L
ast week, I reported on my
accomplishments in the re-
cent session of the General

Assembly. This week, I am high-
lighting a few other important
policy changes coming to Virginia
because of our action.

First, we passed several bills
addressing the ongoing opioid cri-
sis which is causing carnage across
Virginia. Community organiza-
tions will be authorized to possess
the counter-overdose drug nalox-
one and after 2020 opioid pre-
scriptions will only be allowed to
be transmitted electronically to
minimize forgery risk.

We passed legislation authoriz-
ing Virginia to sign onto the Inter-
state Metro Safety Compact. This
was absolutely necessary not only

Commentary

because of Metro’s ongoing prob-
lems, but to ensure that Metro con-
tinues to receive critical federal
funding.

I have heard from several com-
munities about problems created
by AirBnB, a company that allows
people to temporarily rent rooms
or their homes. In some areas,
neighbors feel like residential
properties have become hotels. We
passed legislation to confirm that
localities’ can regulate these tem-
porary rentals. The bill also autho-
rizes localities to create registries
for people renting their rooms for
fewer than 30 days and to fine
abusers.

We passed legislation allowing
robotic ground-based drones to
make deliveries of goods like food
or other products. We also modi-
fied our “Uber legislation” from
two years ago to authorize services

like Uber to allow drivers to make
deliveries. I believe the legislation
has sufficient insurance protec-
tions. This compromise measure
had wide support.

Virginia finally took some steps
to alleviate our overly-harsh, post-
conviction driver’s license suspen-
sion process. First, we passed Sen.
Adam Ebbin’s bill to eliminate li-
cense suspensions after marijuana
possession dispositions. Second,
we approved a bill to require
judges to consider a person’s indi-
vidual financial circumstances
when devising payment plans for
unpaid fines.

We passed Del. Eileen Filler-
Corn’s legislation to require health
insurance plans to cover a one-
year’s supply of birth control. This
will save many Virginia women
time and hassle.

We took some minor steps to

improve mental health services.
First, we authorized local commu-
nity services boards to provide
same-day mental health services.
Second, we required that the gov-
ernor appoint to the Board of Cor-
rections someone who has profes-
sional mental health experience.

The General Assembly also fi-
nally addressed “SLAP” suits or
“Strategic Lawsuits Against Public”
interest. The legislation basically
provides civil immunity to citizens
who make statements about mat-
ters of public concern in good faith
at public hearings. I always have
mixed feelings about immunity
bills, but this bill ultimately passed
on unanimous votes after lots of
tinkering.

We approved Del. Dave Albo’s
bill that prohibits an entertain

See Opinion,  Page 7
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ment venue like Ticketmaster
from denying access to people if
they purchase a ticket second-
hand, such as from a friend.

Governor McAuliffe is likely to
veto over 20 bills. We will recon-
vene on April 5 to consider the
governor’s actions. I will report
more about those next week along
with other legislation that did not
pass.

Please complete my constituent
survey at www.scottsurovell.org/
survey and email me at
scott@scottsurovell.org if you
have any questions.

It is an honor to serve as your
state senator.

Letter

Give People a
Voice on Policing
To the Editor:

I am writing in regards to the
article titled “Fairfax County
Names First Independent Police
Auditor” by Tim Peterson. To be
completely honest, before I read
this piece I did not know the po-
lice auditor position existed.

Richard Schott, as the first in-
dependent individual appointed to
the position, has a great deal of
power, including the abilities to
monitor and review internal inves-
tigations where an individual is
either seriously injured or killed
and request further investigations
if he does not believe the internal
investigation was thorough
enough. It is extremely rational
and logical to have an individual
that is not personally connected to
the department in this position so
he (or she) is not restricted by any
particular agency or institution
and is able to see the situation for
what it is.

One point that I found to be very
interesting was the creation of the
citizen review panel. Fairfax
County is letting the people have
a voice. By getting people not di-
rectly involved in the police force
in Fairfax County, but rather di-
rectly affected, allows a different
perspective when looking at cases
regarding abuse of power. This will
allow for more transparency of the
police force which will be greatly
appreciated by the public. How-
ever, I am not sure as to how wel-
coming the police will be of these
newcomers. It is very important
for there to be transparency of the
system; the people have a right to
know what is happening.

Jennifer Kirk
James Madison University

2019
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WEEKDAYS • SATURDAYS • EVENINGS 24 HOUR EMERGENCY CARE
MET LIFE, DELTA, BCBS/CAREFIRST, & UNITED CONCORDIA PROVIDER

Opening and Closing Packages
(4th season free if booked before April 1)

Annual Pool Maintenance Contracts
10% off if booked by April 1

703-803-7374 Ext. 3140

It’s Never Too EarlyIt’s Never Too Early
to schedule your 

pool opening for 2017
Call Jonathan Ruhe

& Team
at Anthony & Sylvan Pools

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

W
hen Linda Gulyn’s son
reached high school age
and asked to quit his clari-
net lessons, the Arlington

mother of four declined his request.
“My son Timmy is an excellent clarinet

player. The philosophy I’ve established in
my house is that music is part of your over-
all education like science or math, so you
can’t just quit,” said Gulyn, saxophonist,
former music teacher and professor of psy-
chology at Marymount University.

During the month of March, which is des-
ignated at Music in our Schools Month,
educators highlight the benefits of quality
music education programs. Part of a music
education is practice, encouraging that in
children can be daunting for some parents.

For children who play a musical instru-
ment, regular practice is not only a path
toward proficiency, it helps establish disci-
pline that is useful in other areas of one
life’s. This habit, however, must be estab-
lished purposefully says John Kilkenny, as-
sistant professor of music at George Mason
University. “Treat practice time like a part
of child’s daily routine,” he said. “They have
to have a consistent time for practice. For
example, they come home from school each
day, have a snack and practice for 30 min-
utes.”

One key to keeping children motivated
to practice is setting goals, be they long-
term or for the current practice session.
“Goal-oriented practice for younger kids,
like a recital to work toward, for example
is a good motivator,” said Kilkenny. “The
biggest thing is consistency, practicing at or
near the same time every day just like ev-
erything else they do so that it becomes part
of their routine.”

For practice sessions to be effective, they
must be organized and purposeful. This is
another area where goal setting can be use-
ful says, Ann McCoy, who teaches piano and
violin in her Bethesda, Md. home. “Maybe
a goal for a child who is working on a par-

ticularly difficult piece of music could be to
spend their practice time perfecting three
or four measures,” she said. “Rather than
focusing on practicing for a set amount of
time, they could practice until the can play
the three measures perfectly and then
they’re finished for the day. That is more
effective than saying sitting for 30 minutes
without accomplishing something specific.”

Adding a light-hearted element to prac-
tice, which can be seen by some children as
laborious, also encourages students to prac-
tice. “There should be some sense that play-

Local educators share strategies for
getting children to practice music.Practice Makes Perfect

ing the instrument is supposed to be fun
and students should … have some flexibil-
ity beyond a rigid experiences,” said
Kilkenny. “It shouldn’t feel like it’s a nega-
tive experience.”

For parents who have trouble getting a
child to start a practice session, McCoy rec-
ommends trying different times of the day.
“For example, I had one mother who had
screaming matches with her children to get
them to practice after they’d finished their
homework in the evening,” she said. “She
changed their practice time to the morn-

ings after breakfast, but before they left for
school. That made a huge difference in their
willingness to practice because they were
rested and in a better mood.”

Parents should be realistic about their
child’s temperament and musical talent said
Gulyn. “A child is only going to enjoy play-
ing an instrument if they’re good at it and
parents have to be realistic about that,” said
Gulyn. “Music isn’t easy for everyone.”

Choosing a teacher who is a good fit for
one’s child can have an effect on their de-
sire to practice. “Ask around for recommen-
dations, but find a teacher who inspires
their students,” said Gulyn.

“It’s important to make sure the teacher
is somebody who is credentialed and has
degrees in music and also that they’re con-
tinuing to be engaged professionally as
teachers and performers,” added Kilkenny.
“Usually in terms of choosing a teacher,
parents and children should have an oppor-
tunity to try a sample private lesson.”

Fifteen-year-old Timothy Gulyn plays Christmas music with fellow clari-
netists. His teacher brings together all her clarinet students to perform
with each other several times a year.

Photos courtesy of Linda Gulyn

Twelve-year-old Christopher Gulyn
prepares for an audition with the
Arlington Junior Honors Orches-
tra.

“Treat practice time like a part of a
child’s daily routine. They have a
consistent time for practice.”

— John Kilkenny, George Mason University
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NOW OPEN IN POTOMAC YARD
3600 S. Glebe Rd. Suite 150, Arlington, VA 22202

Pediatric Associates
has served families
in Northern Virginia
for 60 years.
We are excited
to announce the
opening of our
second office in
Potomac Yard,
close to Del Ray,
Old Town and
Arlington
neighborhoods.

For More Information, please call
703-924-2100 or visit www.pedsalex.com

DID YOU KNOW?
Enforced by Federal law all states must have a transparent

website that clearly shows all contractors licenses. If they’ve
ever paid taxes in VA, they’re in there. Easily validate your
contractor by going to http://www.dpor.virginia.gov/
LicenseLookup/

Contractors are validated through their Class License and
Specialty Licenses. Class C contractors can only perform jobs
of a monetary value up to $10,000.00 and ONLY $150,000
yr. Class B contractors up to $120,000.00, and no more than
$750,000 per yr. Class A there is no monetary limit.

For Bathroom or Kitchen remodels a number of different
Specialty Licenses are required. BLD License covers framing,
drywall, tile work. PLB covers all plumbing such as the
replacement of shower and kitchen faucets. ELE covers electri-
cal work such as the replacement of lighting. HVA covers the
replacement of ventilation fans and range hoods.

How do I submit a complaint about my Unlicensed
Contractor?

Due to code limitations in the Virginia Uniform Statewide
Building Code, complaints regarding construction activity
more than two years old cannot be accepted.

• If a person identifies him/herself as a licensed contractor
and it is discovered the person is not licensed, it is a violation
of State and County Code. Complaints/violations may be
reported using the online complaint form; or

• Call the Department of Code Compliance at 703-324-
1300, TTY 711, to start the complaint process and an investi-
gator from the Code Enforcement Branch will contact you; or

• Call the Virginia State Department of Professional and
Occupational Regulation at 804-367-8500, TTY 711.

What are the risks of Unlicensed Contractors?
In most circumstances, unlicensed contractors offer lower

quotes because they do not pay a licensing fee, or obtain a
bond to protect their work, and in many cases, don’t purchase
liability or workers compensation insurance. Without these

expenses, the unlicensed contractor can offer a lower rate.
Many things can go wrong on a construction site, from

injuries to shoddy workmanship to destruction of power,
sewer or water lines. Ultimately, all issues are the responsibility
of the general contractor. The general contractor and their
insurance carriers are the primary payers in the event some-
thing goes awry on the job.

What most people don’t know is that if you don’t hire a
licensed and insured contractor to handle your project, you’re
the general contractor! If your unlicensed contractor breaks a
sewer line, you’re responsible. If a worker gets hurt and can’t
work for two years, and there’s no workers compensation cov-
erage in place, you are on the hook for that workers’ medical
bills and lost wages.

The implications of using an unlicensed contractor go
beyond the risks associated with the property worked on and
injury to the workers. A homeowner or association that hires
an unlicensed contractor can also be liable for the negligence
of the contractor.

A neighboring property, a passerby or other property that is
negligently damaged by the contractor can lead to liability to
the person that hired the contractor. As the contractor’s
employer the hiring party is responsible for the contractor’s
actions during the course of that employment.

When a general contractor takes on a job they have overall
responsibility for legal compliance, safety, quality of workman-
ship and just about everything else that happens on the job
site. What’s more, your homeowners insurance or landlord
liability insurance isn’t going to cover you for these events.

All policies exempt damage caused by the use of illegal or
unlicensed contractors. Fire and water damage can be...
expensive. If an unlicensed contractor improperly installs an
appliance, such as a water heater that leaks and in rare
instances explodes, your insurance will not cover it. If an unli-
censed contractor installs an appliance, such as a dishwasher,
and so on, the product warranty will be voided.

If you knowingly enter into a contract with an unlicensed
contractor, you are not allowed to use the fact that the con-
tractor is unlicensed as a defense for non-payment. Note that
an unlicensed contractor can still file suit for fraud and deceit.

Those who are caught contracting without a license likely
will have to appear before a District Court Judge and DPOR
investigator to answer to misdemeanor charges that can carry
a potential sentence of up to six months in jail and/or a
$5,000 fine, as well as an administrative fine of $200 to
$15,000.

If illegal contracting continues, the penalties become more
severe. A second offense results in a mandatory 90-day jail
sentence and a fine of 20 percent of the contract price or
$5,000. https://vacode.org/54.1-1115/

Felony charges are filed against anyone who illegally uses
another person’s contractor license or who tries to mislead
consumers into believing that he or she is a licensed contrac-
tor. Anyone who contracts for work in a state or federal natu-
ral disaster area without an active state contractor license also
could face felony charges. If convicted of a felony, a person
may have to serve time in state prison.

Furthermore, your state contractor board will not “typ-
ically” help you to make a warranty claim “Contractor
Recovery Fund” against an unlicensed contractor. So if you are
trying to recover at all, you will need to go to civil court. Even
if you win in civil court, without a bond, there’s a good
chance the unlicensed contractor will not be able to pay your
damages.

Recently, Fairfax County has been using sites like Zillow
and Realtor.com to see if improvements have been done
when selling ones home! AGAIN, the days of hiring an unli-
censed “Friend”, or “Neighbor” to work for monetary pur-
poses is strictly prohibited and is easily verified through
http://www.dpor.virginia.gov/LicenseLookup/.

All in all, it’s not worth it! Always protect yourself by hiring
a licensed contractor for your remodeling project.

Free Estimates: 703-999-2928
Visit our Website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Always protect yourself by hiring a licensed contractor for your remodeling project!

Fully Insured &
Class A Licensed

Since 1999

Schools

Ravensworth Elementary student Taeloire
knows how important it is to listen in class.
So when the Fairfax County Fire Depart-
ment visited with some fire safety lessons,
Taeloire not only paid attention, he remem-
bered what he was taught.

When an accidental fire started in his
house, Taeloire immediately alerted his
mother and made sure she and his baby
brother got out of the house safely. His quick
response helped to save the lives of his fam-
ily. Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Depart-

ment officials presented a special Life Sav-
ing Award to Taeloire on March 6 for his
heroic actions. His third grade classmates
witnessed the presentation.

“Taeloire is a kind and bright young
man,” says Ravensworth principal
Roxanne Salata. “He is a compassionate
friend to his classmates, and it’s no sur-
prise that he rose to hero status by acting
so fast to save his family from the quickly
spreading fire. Everyone at Ravensworth
is so proud of Taeloire.”

Photo contributed

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department officials presented a special
Life Saving Award to Taeloire on March 6.

Ravensworth Student Receives Life Saving Award
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Send notes to the Connection at
connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/
or call 703-778-9416. The deadline is
the Friday prior to the next paper’s
publication at noon. Dated
announcements should be submitted at
least two weeks prior to the event.

MARCH 16-19
Jersey Mike’s Subs Benefit. 9 a.m.-

noon at Jersey Mike’s Subs, at 5250-
G Port Royal Road, Springfield.
Grand opening and free sub
fundraiser to support Lake Braddock
Secondary School and Annandale
High School. Visit
www.jerseymikes.com/ for more.

FRIDAY/MARCH 17
Local Nature Film. 6:30 p.m. at

Accotink Unitarian Universalist
Church, 10215 Lakehaven Court,
Burke. “Hometown Habitat-Stories of
Bringing Nature Home” profiles
stories of community commitment to
conservation landscaping. For two
years, producer/director Catherine
Zimmerman and film crew traveled
around the country to visit
hometown habitat heroes and film
their inspiring stories. Free. Call 703-
503-4579 or email administrator@
accotinkuu.org for more.

MARCH 17-18
Transit Driver Appreciation Day.

Thank transit drivers on Transit
Driver Appreciation Day when the
region observes it, March 17 (or on
the actual day, March 18). In the City
of Fairfax, 34 drivers keep CUE Bus
on the road — and two of them,
Steve Shillingburg and Lisa DePuy,
have been with CUE for 25-plus
years. On Transit Driver Appreciation
Day, make sure the CUE Bus drivers
know how valued they are. Visit
www.fairfaxva.gov/ for more.

SATURDAY/MARCH 18
Book Sale. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at Fairfax

City Regional Library, 10360 North
St., Fairfax. Sponsored by the Friends
of the Library. Thousands of gently
read books and non-book media
organized into categories including
picture books, early readers,
nonfiction, holiday, chapter books,
young adult, etc. $0.25-$2.00. Some
specials $3 and $4. Call 703-644-
4870 or visit friendsoffairfax
citylibrary@gmail.com for more.

AAUW 2017 Spring Fling. 11 a.m.-
2:30 p.m. at Springfield Golf and
Country Club, 8301 Old Keene Mill
Road, Springfield. The American
Association of University Women
provides advocacy for women
through education, philanthropy and
research. Molly Smith will be the
guest speaker. $40. Email
SpringFlingAAUW@gmail.com or call
703-973-3783 for more.

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner. 6-8 p.m. at
Pohick Church, 9301 Richmond
Highway, Lorton. This is a
fundraising event to support the
many Christian outreach programs
sponsored by the Brotherhood of St.
Andrew Men’s Group of Pohick
Episcopal Church. $15 for adults, $40
for a family, and children under 12
are free. www.pohick.org or call 703-
680-1664 for more.

MARCH 18-19
SPRINGPEX 2017. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. on

Saturday, and 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m. on
Sunday at Springfield Stamp Club
Show, Robert E. Lee High School
cafeteria, 6540 Franconia Road,
Springfield. Local collectors are
invited to attend the show, and to
display competitive and non-
competitive philatelic exhibits. Free.

Entertainment

By David Siegel

The Connection

A
 revered classic for five decades,
the Pulitzer Prize winning book by
Harper Lee, “To Kill a Mocking-
bird” will come to full life on stage

from the Providence Players. Director Beth
Whitehead described “To Kill a Mockingbird”
as taking place in Alabama during the Great
Depression, “a hungry hurting time in
America.”

Told through the eyes of young girl named
Scout, the story follows a black man “on trial
for a crime he did not commit and the heroic
efforts of lawyer Atticus Finch to defend Tom
Robinson in a town that mostly see just black
and white and the divide between them.”

In an interview Whitehead made clear that
“To Kill A Mockingbird” is not only “a power-
ful story about a town seeking a hero, but also
about family, hope, truth and compassion. It
is a love story of Scout, her dad Atticus Finch,
her brother and her search for her place in
the world. It is a story that reminds us of how
important integrity is in each of our lives.”

The Providence Players production has a cast
of 27 including 16 area actors making their
Providence Players debut. Nearly 90 actors
from throughout the Virginia, Maryland and
D.C. area auditioned for roles.

In the role of Scout is 12-year-old Sophia
Manicone of Vienna. Describing her charac-

ter, Manicone said Scout “learned that one
should not be quick to judge others, and to have
courage to try to stand up for what is right.”

Scout’s older brother Jem is played by 14-
year-old Brenden Dure of Vienna. For Dure, his
character must come to face a loss of innocence
as “he is awakened to injustice.”

The accused Tom Robinson, is played by
Philip Kershaw. For Kershaw, “the play is about
a community and what can happen to
marginalized groups in precarious conditions.
Those who live on the fringes, automatically
presumed guilty by the larger community.”

Atticus Finch is played by Robert Heinly a
veteran performer throughout Northern Vir-
ginia. “Heinly has an earthy gentle quality that
came out immediately in the auditions. He can
look at other actors and connect with them; so
important to this role,” said Whitehead.

Many may remember reading ”To Kill A
Mockingbird” or seeing the movie, but inviting
audiences to the Providence Players production,
Kershaw said “please come to our production
to re-experience and enjoy it in a different way.”

Classic Literature Comes Alive
Where and When

Providence Players present “To Kill a Mockingbird”
at James Lee Community Center Theater, 2855
Annandale Road, Falls Church, Virginia 22042. Perfor-
mances: March 24-April 8, 2017. Thursday, Friday, and
Saturday at 7:30 p.m., Sunday matinees 2 p.m. March
26 & April 2. Tickets: $17-$20. Call: 703-425-6782 or
visit www.provicendeplayers.org

Providence Players
present “To Kill A
Mockingbird.”

Sophia Manicone makes her Provi-
dence Players debut as Scout in “To
Kill a Mockingbird” at the James Lee
Community Center Theater.
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By David Siegel

The Connection

V
irginia Opera concludes its 25th season
at George Mason University with a
“complete sensory experience,” said

Aaron Breid, Chorus Master/Assistant Conduc-
tor. The production is Puccini’s “‘Turandot,’ a
moving story of love, and love’s difficulties. It
has not lost an ounce of impact since its pre-
miere nearly 100 years ago.”

“Turandot” is an epic tale, bringing the splen-
dors of Imperial China and Puccini’s extraor-
dinary richly layered music. Center for the Arts
audience will witness the plight of a heart-bro-
ken young woman up against “a powerfully
frightened princess learning vulnerability, and
a young prince willing to risk it all for the
chance to earn love,” noted Breid.

Virginia Opera’s Principal Conductor and
Artistic Advisor, Adam Turner, said that the
“Turandot” has a cast of celebrated perform-
ers including soprano Kelly Cae Hogan in the
title role as Turandot, tenor Derek Taylor as
the enamored Prince Calfa aiming to change
the cold heart of Turandot as well as soprano
Danielle Pastin as the emotionally vulnerable
woman Liu. Virginia Opera veteran Lillian
Groag will direct and John DeMain conduct.

“Turandot” as divine, glorious and sublime.
“The sound will be big and totally ensnare the
audience,” said Hannon. For Pope, the sound
of the many voices and the Richmond Sym-
phony Orchestra will be “awesome; a wall of
sound with sweep and dignity,” Kellam and Li
described how the chorus is woven into the
entire fabric and moving drama of “Turandot.”

The Virginia Opera chorus comes from all
walks of life spanning vocations such as physi-
cians to university administrators to realtors.
Members audition and must meet high musi-
cal standards to perform.

In thanking local audiences, Virginia Opera
President and CEO Russell P. Allen said, “Vir-
ginia Opera has built a loyal Northern Virginia
fan base that regularly gives us feedback ex-
pressing both significant enthusiasm for and
support of Virginia Opera.”

“’Turandot’ is a never ending onslaught of
action onstage,” added Breid. 19”

Puccini’s ‘Turandot’ on Mason Stage
Virginia Opera comes
to Center for the Arts
March 25-26.

Where and When
Virginia Opera performs “Turandot” at George Ma-

son University, Center for the Arts, 4400 University
Drive, Fairfax. Performances: March 25 at 8 p.m. and
March 26 at 2 p.m. Tickets: $54, $90, $110. Call 888-
945-2468 or visit www.cfa.gmu.edu. Pre-opera
discussion by Virginia Opera’s Dr. Glenn “Dr. Opera”
Winters 45 minutes before the curtain.

Kelly Cae Hogan
in a title role in
Virginia Opera’s
“Turandot.”

Photo by

Lucid Frame Production

Courtesy Virginia Opera

Known for its vocal and musical power,
“Turandot” will have a 44 member chorus that
does more than just sings for nearly the entire
production.

The chorus is also much more than just in
the visual and aural background. With quick
costume changes, many in the chorus will also
play Imperial Guards, Executioner’s Assistants,
Handmaidens, Voices of the Dead, Wise Men,
and Heralds.

Members of the Virginia Opera chorus in-
cluding Erin Hannon, Marilyn Kellam, Andy
Li and Nancy Pope, described Puccini’s grand

Calendar
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

Worship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sun. Evening – Realtime Worship & Youth 6 PM
Family Night – Wednesday 7:15 PM

Home Life Groups, College/Young Adult
Ministries, and Living Free Support Groups

Visit our Website: www.jccag.org
4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax

Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

Jubilee
Christian Center

“Loving People to Life”

b

To Advertise Your
Community of Worship,

Call 703-778-9418

Sign up forSign up for
FREEFREE  DIGITALDIGITAL
SUBSCRIPTIONSUBSCRIPTION

to any or all of our 15 papers15 papers
www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe
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Left, U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly

(D-11) demands attorneys be

granted access to detainees at

Dulles airport Sunday Jan. 29.
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Kimberly Palmer,

author of “Smart

Mom, Rich Mom,”

will share insights

at the Potomac

Library on Satur-

day, Jan. 28.
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Democratic Disunity
News, Page 3

Resistance, the Arlington Way
News, Page 4

Planning for Summer Camp
A+, Page 11

Page 1
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A Women’sMarch onWashingtonflyer distrib-uted byArlingtoniansDebra
Stephens(left) andLisa Backerat WestoverMarket. Seestory, page 4.
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Helen Slade of New York’s Cotton Club

brought the audience to its feet with songs

such as “We Shall Overcome” at the Martin

Luther King, Jr. Tribute Concert on Sunday,

Jan. 15 in the Wakefield High School

auditorium. In a highlight of the evening,

Slade invited children from the audience

to dance and sing with her on stage.

Voices in
Unison

News, Page 3

Voices in
Unison

News, Page 3
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“I know! I know!”
Many of the students
were eager to answer
“Mr. Jefferson’s” (Bill
Barker) questions
during the living
history assembly at
Armstrong Elementary.

MLK Keynote:
From Obama to Trump
News, Page 3

Communities Practice
Disaster Recovery
News, Page 12

MLK Keynote:
From Obama to Trump

Communities Practice
Disaster Recovery
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Close Encounters
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Happy New YearThe fireworks finale of First Night Alexandria provides the backdrop to a selfie for

a couple celebrating New Year’s Eve on King Street. See story and more photos on

page 3.
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By Vernon Miles
Gazette Packet

F
or the City Council, thelargest looming issue inthe upcoming months of2017 is always the city’s

budget. The routine is fairly simi-
lar year after year: the city and
school system haggle to a compro-
mise over expanding school enroll-ment costs whileother city depart-ments rotatethrough yearly bud-get increases anddecreases. But this

year, according to the City Coun-
cil, the budget process is shaping
up to look a little more dire than
usual.

“The budget isgoing to be a verybig deal,” saidC o u n c i l m a nTimothy Lovain.“It always is. It’sour main busi-ness, but it will beparticularly chal-lenging withMetro needs,school needs, andother infrastruc-ture. Those capi-tal needs are criti-cal to the futureof the city. Weneed to address them as best we
can.”

While school capacity needs
generally take the largest focus in
the budget discussion, this year a
Metro system in crisis and crum-
bling city infrastructure are mus-
cling into the spotlight. The issues
being discussed and weighed
aren’t new, but Councilman Paul

Smedberg says the scale of the
demands exceeds previous years.

“We’ve had these issues before,
but the dollar amounts and the
size is bigger,” said Smedberg.
“Schools, infrastructure, and
transportation are all core to what
we do. How we prioritize the rest
is what we have to decide.”Across the council, schools, in-

frastructure, and transportation
are agreed to be the core budget
priorities in 2016.“Blooming student enrollment

in the schools also presents a real
challenge,” said Lovain. “It largely
shows up for us in school construc-
tion funding needs. It’s a happy
problem, it’s a compliment to our
system, but we’re adding so many
students. There’s a structural defi-cit we face. [Our]needs are grow-ing faster thanrevenues. Thatshows up on thecapital side andfor schools.”

In terms ofcapital costs, theapproved Alexan-dria City PublicSchools (ACPS)FY 2017 - FY2026 Capital Im-provement Plan(CIP) budget lastyear totaled
$273,988,551. The FY 2018 - FY
2027 CIP proposed by Superinten-
dent Alvin Crawley raises that 10-
year total to $515,739,655.“We need to expand the num-

ber of schools that we have and
somehow or another accommo-
date renovations and expansion,
maybe building a whole new

In the RedSchools, Metro, and infrastructure
form trinity of 2017city budget priorities.

Wellbeing
Wellbeing

Page 14

“We’re not goingto be able to makeeverybody happybut we wereelected to makehard decisions.”
— CouncilmanWillie Bailey

The Year
Ahead

Visit www.springfieldstampclub.org, or
contact G. Frazier at
frazierg@cox.net for more.

THURSDAY/MARCH 23
Greendale Women’s Golf League.

1:30-3:30 p.m. at Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre
Drive. The Greendale Women’s Golf
Association is an 18-hole league that
plays once a week on Thursday
mornings at the Greendale Golf
Course on Telegraph Road. The
league is open to experienced golfers
of all abilities. Please join us as we
discuss the upcoming golf season.
Call 703-399-6496 or visit
gwgl.wordpress.com for more.

Artist Reception. 7-9 p.m. at Village
Gallery, 3950 University Drive,
Fairfax. Meet the featured artist and
be a part of the local artist
community. Free. Visit
www.fairfaxartleague.net or call 703-
587-9481 for more.

FRIDAY/MARCH 24
Bingo. 7 p.m. at the Fairfax Volunteer

Fire Department, 4081 University
Drive, Fairfax. Benefits the Fairfax
Volunteer Fire Department. Visit
www.fairfaxva.gov/ for more.

Old Town Hall Performance
Series. 8 p.m. at Old Town Hall,
3999 University Drive, Fairfax.
Ensemble Gaudior is performing
chamber music from the Baroque and
Classical eras, using instruments
from those periods or copies. Free.
Visit www.fairfaxva.gov/culturalarts
or call 703-385-7858 for more.

SATURDAY/MARCH 25
Women Entrepreneurs. 9 a.m.-4

p.m. at JCC of Northern Virginia,

8900 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax.
2017 Women’s Conference is a day of
presentations, networking,
empowerment, from five engaging
and experienced women
entrepreneurs. $55 includes lunch.
Visit jccnv.org/womensconference or
call 703-323-0880 for more.

Senior Center Appraisal Event. 10
a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Stacy C.
Sherwood Community Center, 3740
Old Lee Highway, Fairfax. Receive
verbal appraisals from a certified
appraiser on items such as jewelry,
clocks, coins and more. Call 703-273-
6090 for more.

Art and Lunch. noon-3 p.m. at Village
Gallery, 3950 University Drive,
Fairfax. The Fairfax Art League will
be hosting an Art & Lunch event at
the Village Gallery. Bring lunch and
enjoy the company of other artists.
Free and open to the public. New
members welcome. Visit
www.fairfaxartleague.net.

“Harriet Tubman: Move or Die.” 2
p.m. at Civil War Interpretive Center
at Historic Blenheim, 3610 Old Lee
Highway, Fairfax. Actress Gwendolyn
Briley-Strand will perform a
presentation as Ms. Tubman
followed, by a question and answer
session. Ms. Briley-Strand will bring
an exhibit, “The Portals through
Time,” about Miss Tubman’s life on
Maryland’s Eastern shore and later in
Auburn, N.Y. Call 703-591-6728.

SUNDAY/MARCH 26
Hands On Activity Day. 1-4 p.m. at

The Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station
Road, Fairfax Station. Railroading
and/or historical crafts and activities
will be offered for all ages although
most are suited for ages 8 and above.
Museum members and children 4 and

under, free; ages 5-15, $2; ages 16
and older, $4. Visit www.fairfax-
station.org or call 703-425-9225.

Burke Historical Society. 3:30 p.m.
at Pohick Regional Library, at 6450
Sydenstricker Road, Burke. Mary
Lipsey will present a talk on “Anna
Maria Fitzhugh” highlighting the life
of Anna Maria Fitzhugh of
Ravensworth, one of Fairfax and
Stafford Counties’ most prominent
landowners from her widowing in
1830 to her death in 1874. Visit
burkehistoricalsociety.org.

“Barber, Bernstein, and
Broadway.” 7:30 p.m. at Fairfax
High School, 3501 Rebel Run,
Fairfax. Joining the band to sing a
variety of Broadway showstoppers
will be the Mason Cabaret of the
George Manson University School of
Theater. Visit fairfaxband.org or a
call 571-336-CFBA (2322) for more.

MONDAY/MARCH 27
Rise Against Hunger. All day at

Malek’s, Springfield Plaza, 7118 Old
Keene Mill Road. 25 percent of the
daily sales goes to providing food and
aid to the world’s most vulnerable
and creating a global commitment to
mobilize the necessary resources.
Visit malekspizza.com for more.

FRIDAY/MARCH 31
Dance Gala Concert. 8 p.m. at

George Mason University Center for
the Arts, 4373 Mason Pond Drive,
Fairfax. The Gala Concert is Mason
Dance Company’s crowning season
event featuring “Second to Last,” by
Alejandro Cerrudo, “Mass,” by Robert
Battle, “Balance/Imbalance,” by Soon
Ho Park, and a new work by Susan
Shields. $10-$25. Call 703-993-8794
or email cdevlin6@gmu.edu.

Entertainment
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News

By Andrea Worker

The Connection

T
he 2017 Legislative Session of
the Virginia General Assembly
was adjourned on Saturday, Feb.
15. The Social Action Linking

Together (SALT) network allowed the law-
makers two weeks to recover, then hosted
its annual Legislative Wrap-Up forum on
March 11 at the Virginia International Uni-
versity in Fairfax.

Eleven elected officials were on hand to
offer their reports, focusing on the fates of
bills and resolutions related to social jus-
tice, human services and welfare. Several
of the proposed legislations had been re-
quested, inspired, or actively supported by
SALT. The faith-based non-profit seeks to
advocate for the most vulnerable in the
community by educating citizens and policy
makers, researching and selecting priority
issues for action, and taking their causes
directly to the state capitol.

Pointing to the panel of speakers, founder
John Horejsi, admitted that SALT members,
who have grown from eight to around
1,200, have often been seen “prowling the
halls in Richmond.”

State Sen. Dave Marsden (D-37) indi-
cated his approval of SALT’s visits. “People
like you, and the people in this room, they
are the bedrock of our county,” he told them.

State Sen. Barbara Favola (D-31) added
“how important it is to see your faces in
Richmond,” noting it was too rare to see
individuals and concerned citizen groups
rather than professional lobbyists. “You
study and you recommend, and we are ap-
preciative.”

Favola has been a driving force for assis-
tance to single mothers and children, par-
ticularly through the Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families (TANF) program. The
senator told the assembly that lawmakers
had tried to secure increases for TANF re-
cipients for 15 years without success. Now,
she said, “we have had three increases in
three years.”

“The money doesn’t come from our state
budget,” said Favola. TANF is funded fed-
erally through block grants. With nods of
agreement from her colleagues on the
panel, Favola said it would be shameful not
to utilize the money available “for what it
was intended. Helping families in need and
moving them toward self-sufficiency.”

$55 million were still available through
the TANF grants, yet Del. Kathleen Murphy’s
(D-34) HB 2041 to allocate $1 million for a
TANF Scholarship Pilot Program to allow
200 students to attend community colleges
was “recommended to be laid on the table

rose to applaud him. Several of the lawmak-
ers responded.

Del. Mark Keam (D-35), born in Seoul,
South Korea, has been a citizen of the
United States for some 25 years, but ad-
mitted that in these heated times, “I try to
carry my passport more often and keep my
Naturalization papers nearer to hand.”
Keam said that dialogue about race and
ethnicity and all areas of differences be-
tween people needs to be honest and open.
“Let’s face it. Most of the people in this room
won’t be affected by Trump and his admin-
istration on this issue. But people like my-
self, or Mr. Zaman, or others with darker
skin tones … might very well be.” Keam also
reminded the audience that it was a Demo-
cratic President who signed the orders to
allow the imprisonment of Asian Americans
in United States during World War II. “We
all need to be alert.”

There were other successes to be ap-
plauded in the 2017 General Assembly Leg-
islative Session. Del. Jennifer Boysko (D-
86) pointed to a bill that now makes pre-
scription Naloxone more available for use
in treating heroin drug overdoses. Murphy
noted the passage of a bill that would bet-
ter protect students attending for-profit
schools, and another that provides parents
with class size information for middle and
high school students.

The forum ended with the lawmakers
vowing to continue to press for an agenda
that includes and protects all Virginians,
“but we need you,” said Levine. “When gov-
ernment goes off the rails, we the people
are in charge.”

“Elections matter,” added Favola. “Be
heard.”

Legislation can be tracked by Patron, by
topic, by pass or defeat status, or by brows-
ing the entire list at www.lis.virginia.gov.
SALT invites the public to learn more about
their education and advocacy efforts at
www.S-A-L-T.org.

by voice vote” in subcommittee.

THE FACT that the panel was composed
only of Democrats did not go unnoticed.
“Where are the Republicans?” asked David
Jesse of Reston, who said this was his first
time to attend such a forum. “I was hoping
to hear some balanced debate.” Horejsi re-
plied that in the past, Republicans like Del.
James LeMunyon (R-67) had attended. “We
sent out 40 invitations.” The Republican
representatives either declined or did not
respond to SALT’s request.

With no one from “across the aisle”
present to contradict their opinions, several
of the lawmakers insisted that many of the
issues that were of concern to groups like
SALT fall victim to the overwhelming Re-
publican majority in the House of Delegates.

“‘Left in such-and-such committee or Left
on the Table by voice vote’ — that just
means they killed it,” said Del. Mark Levine
(D-45).

Deciding on a proposed piece of legisla-
tion by “voice vote” is another tactic to fore-
stall any discussion of an issue, according
to Murphy. Republicans control the commit-
tee memberships and the schedules. The
lawmakers on the panel said it was not un-
common for Democrats to be placed on
committees with conflicting schedules.
When the time comes for a bill to be voted
on in a committee and the question “Move
by Motion” is asked, the “silence is deafen-
ing,” she said, since any Democrats who
might have supported the bill were engaged
in another committee.

It’s in the committees and the sub-com-
mittees that the “real work gets done,” said
Levine. That was when citizen testimony
and support would be most valuable, he
remarked, but under the current system,
“interested parties might get a call at 6 p.m.
the night before a bill is to be read and told
if they want to be heard, they need to be in
Richmond for a 7 a.m. start the next morn-
ing.” This just isn’t right, according to
Levine. “The public has a right to know and
to participate.”

Issues that have captured national atten-

tion were also hotly debated topics in Rich-
mond this year — issues like immigration
and voting rights, redrawing electoral dis-
tricts, and minimum wage rates. Del. Eileen
Filler-Corn (D-41) was disappointed when
her bill, HB 2405, which would have al-
lowed newly-minted American citizens ad-
ditional time to register to vote, was “left
in the Privileges and Elections Committee.”

Tim Dempsey of Arlington asked about
Minimum Wage increase efforts, unions,
and redistricting. Del. Marcus Simon (D-53)
and Marsden explained how they couldn’t
get traction for their bills. “$7.25 per hour
is not a living wage,” said Simon, who de-
nies that the entry wage rate is primarily
applied to students and trainees.

State Sen. George Barker (D-39) was one
of the speakers who tackled the issue of
redistricting. “Nothing on reworking our
electoral districts passed this session.”
Barker strongly believes that redistricting
is essential to insure real representation of
“all the people.” He offered several alter-
natives that would promote “balanced and
competitive” elections and foster diversity
in the elected ranks.

Marsden added that a bill had been ve-
toed that would most certainly have “sup-
pressed votes among lower income and
minority voters, particularly in urban areas”
by requiring a driver’s license to cast a bal-
lot.

THINGS TURNED a bit emotional for au-
dience members and elected officials alike,
when Jisan Zaman of Arlington, came to
the microphone with a question. Zaman, a
software developer for a company in
McLean, apologized several times as he
became visibly shaken while asking his
questions. “I am sorry. I usually don’t have
trouble with public speaking,” he said, “but
I am scared. I am Muslim. I am American.
But I am scared of a Muslim registry, and of
all these hate crimes. What will you do to
protect people like me? Will you stand be-
hind me?”

Several members of the audience rushed
to hug Zaman in support, and the panel all

“Who will protect people like me?”
Jisan Zaman of Arlington was
momentarily overcome by emotion
as he questioned the lawmakers. “I
am Muslim. I am American,” he
said, but expressed concern with
the rise in hate crimes and the
threat of a Muslim registry. Mem-
bers of the audience rose to sup-
port him, and the lawmakers
applauded him before tackling the
questions.

Photos by Andrea Worker/The Connection

Members of the Virginia General Assembly offered their views on the
recently adjourned session and listened to questions and comments
from the audience during the SALT 2017 Legislative Wrap-Up forum.

Some successes,
some defeats, and a
partisan rallying call
for 2017 elections.

Social Justice Network Hosts Richmond Wrap-Up
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LEGAL NOTICE
According to the Lease by and between Joseph Strauss (of 
unit 1131) and TKG-StorageMart and its related parties, as-
signs and affiliates in order to perfect the Lien on the goods 
contained in their storage unit, the manager has cut the lock on 
their unit and upon cursory inspection the unit was found to 
contain: trunk, clothes, boxes, ect. Items will be sold or other-
wise disposed of on Friday March 24, 2017 @ 12:00pm at 
11325 Lee Hwy Fairfax VA 22030 to satisfy owner's lien in ac-
cordance with state statutes.

According to the Lease by and between Michael Jordan (of unit 
2069) and TKG-StorageMart and its related parties, assigns 
and affiliates in order to perfect the Lien on the goods con-
tained in their storage unit, the manager has cut the lock on 
their unit and upon cursory inspection the unit was found to 
contain: beds, furniture, books, clothes, ect. Items will be sold 
or otherwise disposed of on Friday March 24, 2017 @ 12:00pm 
at 11325 Lee Hwy Fairfax VA 22030 to satisfy owner's lien in 
accordance with state statutes.

According to the Lease by and between James D Williams (of 
unit 4043) and TKG-StorageMart and its related parties, as-
signs and affiliates in order to perfect the Lien on the goods 
contained in their storage unit, the manager has cut the lock on 
their unit and upon cursory inspection the unit was found to 
contain: bike, TV, bedding, ect. Items will be sold or otherwise 
disposed of on Friday March 24, 2017 @ 12:00pm at 11325 
Lee Hwy Fairfax VA 22030 to satisfy owner's lien in accord-
ance with state statutes.

According to the Lease by and between James D Williams (of 
unit 4048) and TKG-StorageMart and its related parties, as-
signs and affiliates in order to perfect the Lien on the goods 
contained in their storage unit, the manager has cut the lock on 
their unit and upon cursory inspection the unit was found to 
contain: ladders, exercise equipment, boxes, lamps, ect. Items 
will be sold or otherwise disposed of on Friday March 24, 2017 
@ 12:00pm at 11325 Lee Hwy Fairfax VA 22030 to satisfy 
owner's lien in accordance with state statutes.

According to the Lease by and between Lina Chovil (of unit 
4075) and TKG-StorageMart and its related parties, assigns 
and affiliates in order to perfect the Lien on the goods con-
tained in their storage unit, the manager has cut the lock on 
their unit and upon cursory inspection the unit was found to 
contain: luggage, boxes, tubs, ect. Items will be sold or other-
wise disposed of on Friday March 24, 2017 @ 12:00pm at 
11325 Lee Hwy Fairfax VA 22030 to satisfy owner's lien in ac-
cordance with state statutes.

Seth Neaves
StorageMart 1851
11325 Lee Hwy
Fairfax VA 22030

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements
ABC NOTICE

Thai Esann Group, Inc trading 
as Nua Haus Thai Sushi & 

Draft House, 7203 Columbia 
Pike, Annandale, VA 22003  

The above 
establishment is applying to 

the VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine 

and Beer on Premises
license to sell or manufacture 

alcoholic beverages. 
Kwanchanok Griffith, Director

NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6.....Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4.....Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6.....Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4.....Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/

Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria

Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

The Fairfax County Department of Public Works and 
Environmental Services will conduct an open forum public 
hearing on the design of the Springfi eld Community 
Business Center (CBC) Commuter Parking Garage project.  
The proposed project would include 6 parking levels with 
about 1,100 parking spaces, a bus transit center with 7 bus 
bays, 12 commuter spaces, and a short term parking area 
for drop off  and pick up.  A pedestrian bridge connec� ng 
Springfi eld Plaza to the parking garage is also proposed.  
Other features include bicycle storage, passenger wai� ng 
areas, a community area on the ground fl oor and on the 
roof top.  Project schedule informa� on will be discussed at 
the public hearing. 

Preview the project informa� on, environmental 
documents, and preliminary plans prior to the public 
hearing at the Fairfax County Department of Public Works 
and Environmental Services, 12000 Government Center 
Parkway, Suite 449, Fairfax, VA 22035, (tel. 703-324-5800).  
Please call ahead for staff  availability. 

Give your wri� en comments at the hearing or submit 
them by May 4, 2017 to Mr. Deepak Bhinge, Project 

Manager, Fairfax County Department of Public Works and 
Environmental Services, at the same address. You may also 
email your comments to Deepak.Bhinge@fairfaxcounty.
gov. Please reference “Springfi eld CBC Parking Garage 
Comments” in the subject heading. 

Fairfax County ensures nondiscrimina� on and equal 
employment in all county programs, services and ac� vi� es 
in accordance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964.  State Project #0644-029-175, P101, R201, 
C501; Federal Project #CM-5A01 (742). 

ACCESSIBILITY TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: This 
hearing is being held at a public facility believed to be 
accessible to persons with disabili� es. Any persons with 
ques� ons on the facility should contact Mr. Deepak 
Bhinge, Project Manager, Fairfax County Department of 
Public Works, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 
449, Fairfax VA, (tel. 703-324-8770).  Persons needing 
interpreter services for the hearing impaired or those with 
limited English profi ciency must no� fy Mr. Deepak Bhinge 
no later than Thursday, April 13, 2017 so appropriate 
arrangements can be made.

Public Hearing
Springfi eld Community Business Center Commuter Parking Garage

Fairfax County Department of Public Works and Environmental Services

Thursday, April 20, 2017    7:00 p.m.
Key Center Cafeteria, 6404 Franconia Road, Springfi eld, VA

• NOW HIRING SEASONAL EMPLOYEES
   up to 6 Months!
• WORK 30-40 HOURS DURING SEASON!
• $10.00-$11.00 per hour PLUS OVERTIME
• RETURNING SEASONAL BONUS!
• REWARDING PHYSICAL WORK THAT
   WILL KEEP YOU IN SHAPE!

**EARN EXTRA INCOME**
SEASONAL/PART-TIME

Northern VA, Garden Center Merchandiser

Apply Online at our Website:

www.bellnursery.com/careers/

Bell Nursery, a nationally recognized grower/ vendor is looking for
hardworking people to stock our products at a garden center near you.

Looking to join Team Purple?
Do you love nature, plant life, the outdoors

and beautiful blooming flowers?
Your journey to becoming a part of our team starts here!

Be apart of our AMAZING team!

Perfect for students, retirees, teachers, or anyone else who is looking for
a generous extra paycheck while working alongside a world class team!

We are hiring several seasonal positions.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-778-9411

EmploymentEmployment
Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

Be a part of our
Wellbeing pages, the
first week of every
month.

Delight in our
HomeLifeStyle
sections, the second
week of every month.
Peek at the top real
estate sales, glimpse
over-the-top
remodeling projects,
get practical
suggestions for your
home.

Celebrate students,
camps, schools,
enrichment programs,
colleges and more in
our A-plus: Education,
Learning, Fun pages,
the third week of every
month.

Questions? E-mail
sales@connection
newspapers.com
or call 703-778-9431
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Bathroom and Kitchen Renovations

Handyman Services
Minor Electrical and Plumbing Services

Drywall Repair
Serving Southern Fairfax County

randy@rclhomerepairs.com
703-922-4190

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Power Washing
Go from green to clean, do you have

mold on your siding rotten wood that’s
a hoa voilation? We do houses, decks,
fences, side walks, etc. Deck and fence

repair, deck staining and sealing.
Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates

email: jnave@comcast.net

703-987-5096

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles

and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

BATHROOM REMODELING

703-250-2872
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

www.brennan-tile.com

by Brennan Bath and Tile

TILE/MARBLE TILE/MARBLE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

LANDSCAPING

SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Hauling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

PLUMBING PLUMBING

Water Heaters
Sump Pumps
Faucets
Toilets
Drain Cleaning
Water Leaks

703-388-6601
www.hightideplumbingofva.com
herb@hightideplumbingofva.com

Residential & Commercial

It’s Never Too Early to schedule 
your pool opening for 2017

Call Jonathan Ruhe & Team
at Anthony & Sylvan Pools

Opening and Closing Packages
(4th season free if booked before April 1)

Annual Pool Maintenance Contracts 
10% OFF if booked by April.  

703-803-7374 Ext. 3140

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING
The reward 
of a thing 

well done, is 
to have done it.

- Ralph Waldo
Emerson

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

CLASSIFIED • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

www.connectionnewspapers.com

Send notes to the Connection at connection
newspapers.com/Calendar/ or call 703-778-9416.
The deadline for submissions is the Friday prior to
publication. Dated announcements should be submit-
ted at least two weeks prior to the event.

MONDAY/MARCH 20
Budget Town Hall. 7 p.m. at the West

Springfield Government Center, 6140 Rolling
Road, Springfield. Supervisor Pat Herrity will be
hosting, with Fairfax County Executive Ed Long.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/springfield.

FRIDAY/MARCH 24
Kindergarten Orientation. 2 p.m. at Rolling

Valley Elementary School, 6703 Barnack Drive,
Springfield. Call 703-923-2700 or email the
registrar, Mary Beth Vaughn, at
mevaughn@fcps.edu.

SUNDAY/MARCH 26
A United Response to Hate Speech and

Crime. 3-5:30 p.m. in the Ernst Room at
Northern Virginia Community College -
Annandale, 8333 Little River Turnpike. Brief
presentations by experts who specialize in
preventing hate rhetoric and hate crimes,
followed by a discussion between the audience
and a panel comprised of diverse religious
leaders. Email ncsinterfaith@fairfaxcounty.gov
orcall 703-324-3453.

TUESDAY/MARCH 28
Immigration, Protest Rights. 7-10 p.m. at

Johnson Center Cinema, George Mason
University, 4400 University Drive, Fairfax. Know
your rights if ICE approaches and when
participating in a peaceful protest, and how to
record law enforcement and submit videos
automatically with ACLU’s Mobile Justice app.
Free. Contact Bethany Letiecq at
bletiecq@gmu.edu or 703-993-5076 for more.

TUESDAY/MARCH 29
Domestic Violence Workshop. 11:30 a.m. at

Kings Lutheran Church, 4025 Kings Way,
Fairfax. This workshop is presented by Fairfax
County Department of Neighborhood &
Community Services and The FCIA Interfaith
Domestic Violence Prevention Committee.
Registration deadline is Monday, March 27,
2017. Visit tinyurl.com/fairfaxcountycic, email
ncsinterfaith@fairfaxcounty.gov or call 703-324-
3453.

THURSDAY/MARCH 30
Nomination Deadline. These awards recognize

dedicated community service done by our youth
and encourage them to continue to be active in
their communities, sponsored by Eagle Bank.
Cash prizes will be awarded in the tiered
amounts of $100 for elementary school students,
$200 for middle school students, and $300 for
high school students. Email
NSCAServiceAwards@gmail.com for more.

FRIDAY/MARCH 31
Scholarship Application Deadline. The

Springfield/South County (SYC) Board of
Directors are sponsoring the George Angulo
Scholarship Award. The $1,000 college
scholarship will be awarded annually to an area
high school senior with a history of volunteer
service. Visit www.sycva.com for more.

SATURDAY/APRIL 1
Civil War Scholarship Deadline. Scholarship

to be given for research of local Civil War
history. The Bull Run Civil War Roundtable in
Centreville offers a $1500 scholarship to a
public or private high school senior who resides
in Fairfax, Fairfax City, Prince William County,
Manassas City, or Manassas Park and will attend
college in the fall of 2017. Information and
application instructions can be found at
bullruncwrt.org.

Special Education Conference 2017. 8 a.m.-3
p.m. at Hayfield Secondary School, 7630
Telegraph Road, Alexandria. The latest research,
strategies, and trends in the education of
students with disabilities. Over 60 workshops to
choose from and over 80 exhibitors to see.
Translators available. Register: www.fcps.edu/
node/33238 or call 703-204-3941 for more.

Bulletin
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