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By Jeanne Theismann
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L
ong before there was “Glee,” there was The
Alexandria Singers, who for over 40 years
have dazzled audiences around the world

with their choreographed performances of popu-
lar music. On March 18, the Singers held its an-
nual Cabaret and silent auction fundraiser, sell-
ing out two performances at MetroStage.

“Who knew that 80 singers could fit on our little
stage?” said MetroStage Producing Artistic Director

Carolyn Griffin. “With two sold out performances,
auction items set up in the lobby and 80 singers on
stage, it was great fun to host The Alexandria Sing-
ers and a wonderful way for their patrons to be in-
troduced to MetroStage and for MetroStage to get
to know The Alexandria Singers.”

From Berlin (as in Irving) to Brooks (as in
Garth), The Singers wove together a variety of
musical numbers into a lively, scripted production
under the creative eye of Music Director Bill
Colosimo.

“It’s a rare and wonderful experience when both
performers and patrons can connect in such an
intimate, personal, satisfying way,” said Colosimo
in thanking supporters. “You made that happen
at MetroStage this weekend by your warm accep-
tance of our gifts of music and fun.”

Comprised of musicians of all ages and back-
grounds, The Singers are a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit
music education and performance group and have
represented Alexandria abroad with tours in Rus-
sia and Austria, and in area venues such as the
Kennedy Center, Verizon Center, the White House
and DAR Constitution Hall.

“Our silent auction alone raised over $6,500 in
contributions from our patrons, members, and
fans,” said Catherine Colosimo, who handles mar-
keting for the organization. “It was truly an in-
credible day.”

Visit www.alexandriasingers.com.

Photo by Tool Jampathom

Members of The Alexandria Singers
perform at MetroStage during the an-
nual Cabaret and fundraiser March 18.

Photo by Chris Banks

The Alexandria Singers perform at MetroStage March 18 during the organization’s
annual Cabaret and fundraiser.

MetroStage hosts The Alexandria Singers cabaret.

Chordially Yours
See BID, Page 8

See Budget,  Page 16

By Vernon Miles

The Connection

T
hose opposed and
those in favor of a
new Business Im-
provement District

have much in common. Many of
the business owners on both sides
of the debate feel that the city has
not properly maintained the
streetscape along King Street and
has not provided proper services
to local businesses. Most local
business owners agree that the
lack of these services has hurt busi-

ness. But where the local business
community remains sharply di-
vided is how to bring these ser-
vices back to businesses in Old
Town, and more importantly: who
will pay for it.

Several in the city are pushing
for a Business Improvement Dis-
trict (BID). BIDs are 501c
nonprofits made up of business
and property owners within the
borders of the BID. The BID pro-
vides public space and events man-
agement, advocacy for local busi

By Dan Brendel
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T
he city is about halfway
through deliberating the
proposed FY2018 budget.

Here’s a survey of the ground cov-
ered so far. Dominant themes that
have emerged include long-term
health of infrastructure and of col-
laboration between the city and
Alexandria City Public Schools
(ACPS).

Feb. 21: Proposed Budget
Presentation

City Manager Mark Jinks for-
mally proposed his budget, culmi-

nating a process of engaging citi-
zens, city staff, and City Council.

Despite “anemic revenue growth
and increasing expenditure de-
mands,” Jinks said his proposed
budget will “help … keep our com-
munity in sound social, economic,
and physical condition.”

Jinks’ proposal consists of two
main components. First, the an-
nual operating budget pays for the
city and schools personnel, ser-
vices, and debt. Jinks proposed an
all-funds grand total of $874 mil-
lion. That’s a 2.5 percent increase
over last year, owing in part to

Proposed Business
Improvement District divides
King Street community.

BIDing War

Almost everything to know
about the city budget — so far.

Halfway There
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles

and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

BATHROOM REMODELING

703-250-2872
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

www.brennan-tile.com

by Brennan Bath and Tile

TILE/MARBLE TILE/MARBLE

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

LANDSCAPING

SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Hauling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

ANTONIO LAWN & LANDSCAPING
Spring Cleanup • Edging

Mulching • Planting • Patios
Expert Trimming & Removal • New Beds Made

Outline/Extend Existing Beds
Repairs • New Installations • & Much More

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE
571-201-5561    703-393-1060

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

www.connectionnewspapers.com

EmploymentEmployment

Hairstylist needed
Small personal service salon in Old 

Town- Qualified hairdressers call for 
details:  703-684-5085

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg

From Page 3

News

she’s part of the ongoing work to build
the neighborhood as a community. Cinema
Del Ray, one of Walker’s projects, is one of
the most popular events in the Del Ray
neighborhood. The summer program fea-
tures movies on the field at the Mount
Vernon Recreation Center and regularly
draws crowds of local parents and children.

“It’s humbling,” said Walker. “I feel like
there’s so many people that deserve this
award. And being around everybody here
tonight, it’s great. I was particularly hon-
ored to meet Colonel Underwood.”

ETHEL UNDERWOOD
Even among a prestigious crowd,

Underwood was treated with particular rev-
erence. Underwood is a World War II vet-
eran and was the first African American
woman promoted to the rank of colonel in
the United States Air Force Reserve.
Underwood enlisted in 1943 and trained as
an emergency medical technician. In 1963,
Underwood and a group of friends took a
train from New York to Washington D.C. to
participate in Martin Luther King Jr.’s March
on Washington. In 1979, her last assignment
brought her back to the region, where she
led a special project for the National Medi-
cal Association’s children’s immunization
program in Alexandria. Underwood retired
from the military in 1985 and became di-
rector of nursing at Woodbine Convalescent
and Nursing Care. After her retirement from
the military, Underwood also became in-
volved with local civic engagement, became
chair of the Alexandria Commission on Ag-
ing and helped to found the Alexandria
Black History Museum, where she still vol-
unteers. Underwood has also served on
boards for Inova Alexandria Hospital,
Hopkins House, the Alexandria Society for
the Preservation of Black Heritage, and Liv-
ing Legends of Alexandria.

CARTER FLEMMING
Flemming is a third generation

Alexandrian, and said her parents set the
example for her at a young age in empha-
sizing public service. Flemming also said she
knew Elizabeth Anne Campagna, founder
of Alexandria’s Campagna Center, who
helped her understand that it was a plea-

sure and responsibility to help those in the
city who weren’t as fortunate.

“It’s a great thrill,” said Flemming. “Alex-
andria is my home, to be honored like this,
it’s quite exciting.”

Over the years, Flemming has held posi-
tions in the Campagna Center, Alexandria
American Red Cross, Alexandria United
Way, Alexandria Redevelopment Housing
Authority, and a dozen other local non-prof-
its. Flemming also served children in need
as a Court Appointed Special Advocate
(CASA), assisting neglected and abused
children in the court system. Flemming was
the longest serving Alexandrian CASA vol-
unteer.

“You meet such great people,” said
Flemming. “You meet people of all ages and
backgrounds who really enrich your life.
You think you’re giving to them, but they’re
really giving to you as well.”

GWEN MULLEN
“It’s very exciting,” said Mullen. “I’m truly

honored. It’s nice to think that there’s some-
one like Nina [Tisara] chronicling what the
people in Alexandria are doing.”

Like Flemming, Mullen said she grew up
in a family where her parents emphasized
getting involved and helping out in the com-
munity. From 1993 to 2001, Mullen served
as the executive director of the Scholarship
Fund of Alexandria. While there, Mullen
worked to build new corporate partnerships
and expand fundraising efforts. Mullen was
able to nearly triple the number of scholar-
ships awarded by the program, from
$100,000 in 1993 to $288,000 in 2001.
From there, Mullen became executive di-
rector of Senior Services of Alexandria and
founded the program’s annual fundraising
gala. From 2006 to 2016, Mullen became
executive director of the Alexandria Tutor-
ing Consortium, tripling the number of stu-
dents served by the program from 75 in
2005 to 220 in 2013. Even in retirement,
Mullen still actively advocates for each of
the causes she spent her career promoting.
Mullen says her next advocacy boost will
be trying to raise Alexandria’ graduation
rate.

“I just see things that need to be done,”
said Mullen. “It’s all about leveling the play-
ing field. So look around you, in your com-
munity: see what still needs to be done.”

2017’s Living Legends

2017’s newly
inducted
Living
Legends of
Alexandria
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

Special VIP Offer
for your Toyota

20173
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