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Nature’s Canopy
As April unfolds its blossoms, local horses appear to appreciate the
display, grazing near and under their canopy day after day.
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T
he General Assembly that just
ended approved legislation to al-
low privately-owned wine and

beer stores to sell hard liquor in Montgom-
ery County. The bill, which becomes effec-
tive July 1, enables the Montgomery County
Department of Liquor Control (DLC) to con-
tract with privately-owned beer and wine
stores and license them to sell hard liquor.
DLC will choose which stores to contract
with.

This bill, HB315, expands the authority
of the DLC to contract with a person to op-
erate a retail outlet for the sale of liquor for

off-premises consumption. Specifically, the
bill repeals an eligibility requirement that
limits DLC to only contract with a person
who had an existing contract on Jan. 1,
1997.

Instead, DLC may contract with any per-
son that holds a license to sell alcoholic
beverages for off-premises consumption or
for on- and off-premises consumption. The
bill also requires DLC to establish criteria
for contracting with retail outlets and re-
peals a limitation on the products that may
be sold by a retail outlet that contracts with
DLC. The bill takes effect July 1.

News Briefs

Liquor Availability to Expand

T
he National Park Service (NPS) re-
leased its plan to reduce overabun-
dant deer populations that threaten

Harpers Ferry and Chesapeake & Ohio
(C&O) Canal national historical parks. The
plan is now available for public review and
comment.

The White-Tailed Deer Management Plan
and Environmental Assessment evaluates a
range of approaches to achieve and main-
tain sustainable numbers of deer in the two
parks to protect historic landscapes, sup-
port healthy native vegetation and manage
the spread of chronic wasting disease in
deer.

The plan analyzes four possible alterna-
tives for managing the parks’ deer popula-
tions. The NPS has identified “Alternative
D: Combined Lethal and Nonlethal Deer
Management” as the most appropriate
method to manage the deer populations.
Under this plan, sharpshooting, limited cap-
ture and euthanasia, and reproductive con-
trols could be used where and when appro-
priate to manage the deer population.

There are four parks in the national capi-
tal region that already have approved and
implemented white-tailed deer manage-
ment plans: Antietam National Battlefield
(Md.), Catoctin Mountain Park (Md.),
Monocacy National Battlefield (Md.) and
Rock Creek Park (D.C.).

Members of the public are encouraged to
provide comments online through the Na-

tional Park Service Planning, Environment,
and Public Comment (PEPC) project
website at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/
NHPdeermanagement, (click on “C&O Ca-
nal NHP and Harpers Ferry NHP Deer Man-
agement Plan and EA”) by May 16.

The NPS uses PEPC to manage official
correspondence and analyze public com-
ments during the planning process. Com-
ments received during the public comment
period will help the NPS evaluate issues and
concerns to be further addressed in the en-
vironmental review process.

Written comments may be sent to:
C&O Canal NHP
Attn: White-tailed Deer Management Plan

EA
1850 Dual Highway, Suite 100
Hagerstown, MD 21740-6620
Or
Harpers Ferry NHP
Attn: White-tailed Deer Management Plan

EA
P.O. Box 65
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425-0065
Comments must be received by May 16.

All information submitted — including per-
sonal identifying information such as ad-
dresses, phone numbers and email ad-
dresses — may be made available to the
public. Requests to withhold such personal
identifying information from public release
will be considered but there is no guaran-
tee that the information will be withheld.

Comment on Deer Management Plan

News
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Out and About

Rudy Savage, 90, ‘Taking Life a Little Easy’
Walks, talks and still
loves the beaches.

Rudy Savage, who recently cel-
ebrated his 90th birthday enjoys his
favorite dessert, strawberry
shortcake. Family members, in-
cluding great grandchildren, and
neighbors, were among those who
attended the afternoon party on
April 2.

Following his retirement from the U.S. Corps of Engineers, Rudy
Savage founded “Shorelines, Inc.,” concentrating on beach erosion
in the Chesapeake Bay area. Above, an area of groin and dried grass
protects shores at a private residence.

Robert “Bob” Maddox, Jr., husband
of the former Jennifer Savage,
daughter of Virginia and Rudolph
Savage, was caught on camera
admiring the buffet table, unseen
just a few feet in front of him.
Casseroles of brunch delicacies
awaited his personal attention.

Rudolph Patrick Savage at
age 32.

Anna Shuman (right), appears to have some neighborhood news as she
talks with host, Rudy Savage (left) and neighbor Robert Dembski. They
were among nearly 40 guests celebrating Rudy’s 90th birthday, all of
whom enjoyed an early April afternoon basking in sun shining on an
outside deck. Trees in a wooded area close by were just beginning to
sprout green leaves.

By Cissy Finley Grant

The Almanac

T
hings have changed consider-
ably since Rudy and Ginny Sav-
age moved into their new home
in Potomac, November 1963.

For starters, the road in their neighborhood
is now paved and, secondly, they are not
now the only other house in the neighbor-
hood they chose.

“There was a small house across the
road,” Rudy recalled but he wasn’t sure
anyone was living there at the time. Indeed,
when celebrating his 90th birthday, this past
April 2, with family members and with
neighbors within walking distance, the acre-
plus lots surrounding the Savage home of
nearly 55 years, all now have driveways
leading to a well paved road.

Rudolph Patrick Savage, Sr., born April
4, 1927, near Wilmington, North Carolina,
in a small rural town (the name he doesn’t
recall, if it had one) is a graduate of North
Carolina State University, but not before
taking a year off to join the U.S. Navy. He
returned to college at N.C. State where he
graduated with the class of 1950 and ac-
cepted a job with the U.S. Corps of

Engineers. He later became a coastal en-
gineer after studying beach erosion at Texas
A&M.

“It posed a challenge,” he answered, when
asked why erosion was his choice. Appar-
ently he is one who enjoys a challenge. In
1959, with wife, Ginny, and their three
young children — Jennifer, Rudolph “Pat,”
Jr., and David — the family moved to Delft,
in Holland, where Rudy studied shore

erosion control under the auspices of the
U.S. Corps of Engineers.

Throughout his career he considers one
of his major achievements was locating a
place for a coastal engineering research pier
in Duck, N.C., where engineers measure
waves with special instruments. “My pri-
mary concern was to prevent wave erosion
on beaches,” he said.

He and his wife, Ginny (Virginia,) were
on vacation when he unintentionally lo-
cated the site of an estimated 1,000-foot
long pier that now extends into the ocean
where waves that cause beach erosions are
located. “I just felt it would be a good site
for the pier,” he recalled. He contacted his
office back in Washington with his idea. The
rest is history.

Following his 1984 retirement from the
U.S. Government’s “Corps of Engineers,”

after 33 years, Savage started his own com-
pany, “Shorelines, Inc.,” in 1986. He prima-
rily focused on erosion problems at private
beach homes and properties in Maryland’s
Chesapeake Bay area.

“I made designs for the owner’s shore ero-
sion problems and protected the shorelines
with groin and grass,” he said. The “groin”
he explained, “is heavy stone that waves
cannot penetrate.”

It wasn’t until 2005 when Rudy was ap-
proaching his 80th birthday he considered
he just might retire, plant a vegetable gar-
den behind his house and take life easy. The
“easy” part he said was planting the veg-
etables. The difficulty ensued when he ad-
mitted, “the deer were always the first to
get my vegetables.”

By “taking life a little easy” he considers
his daily, two or three, 30-minute walks in
his Potomac neighborhood, or driving to the
grocery store when necessary, if Ginny
doesn’t beat him to it. He particularly loves
the walks, seeing and chatting with neigh-
bors and petting the dogs that accompany
them.

One recent such walk he met a neighbor
walking her dogs and the two of them, as
the dogs watched, were seen dancing in the
street.

They swore they weren’t dancing, Rudy
was just demonstrating a dance step he par-
ticularly likes.

“It was more like a hop,” the neighbor
said. But, other than the dogs, no one was
surprised.
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Spring

Nine Things To Ask Before Designing a Garden

Pennsylvania’s
Longwood Gardens
2. Are there particular scents that trig-

ger good memories and emotions?
Smells can trigger strong memories and dra-

matically affect people’s moods. Do you associate
certain smells like the sweet smell of lilac, the
heavy scent of gardenias or the smell of newly
mown grass with certain seasons or happy times
in your life? Which scents are the most important
to you?

P
h
o

t
o

 
C

o
n

t
r
i
b
u
t
e
d

Understanding one’s “inner garden.”
By Carole Funger

The Almanac

Gardens are not made by singing ‘Oh, how beautiful,’ and sit-
ting in the shade.

— Rudyard Kipling

O
ne of the many things I love about being
a garden designer is getting to know my
clients’ story. By this I mean what role
gardens have played in their lives, what

plants, structures, and ornaments evoke good memo-
ries and what kind of garden makes them feel most
relaxed and happy.
I call this the “inner garden” of my clients. And I be-

Iris ‘Immortality’
3. What are your fa-

vorite times to be
outdoors?

For early risers, this may
be the peaceful hours after
dawn while for others; the
soft light of the evening
may be more enticing. It’s
important to know, so you
can plan for plants that
bloom accordingly.

Rainy day in the pool garden
4. Which season do your prefer? When are you home?
If you travel for extended periods of time during the year, it makes sense to

design a garden with shrubs and flowers that bloom when you’re home.

Early summer garden
5. What is your definition of tranquility and relaxation?
Do you view the perfect garden as a group of well-tended plants in a tran-

quil setting? Are there meandering paths, quiet corners and secluded seating?
Or is your definition more open and lawn-centric, a space built for entertain-
ing, or a combination of both?

Clematis blooming on a pergola
6. What color palettes appeal to you? Pastels, bright colors or

all white?
Do your color tastes change with the seasons and the light? In my garden,

soft blues, pinks and yellows look best in the spring followed by fiery reds,
bright yellows and deep purples in summer. I round out the season with dusty
mauves, grey blues and shimmery silvers.

Strong color contrast in a mid-summer garden
7. Do you prefer sun, shade or a combination of both?
This garden on the Chesapeake Bay is resplendent in the spring as the flowers

begin to emerge in dappled shade.

“My Secret Garden”
Gardening and gardens are personal. When

properly planned with the client’s own narrative
in mind, they tell the owner’s unique garden
story. While a good garden design must also take
into account soil, climate, sun exposure, available
space and what plants will work best, at the root,
it’s a highly personal journey. A truly successful
garden reflects our feelings about Nature, its re-
storative powers and the role we would like it to
play in our lives.

Before you begin your next garden, start out-
lining your story. Your story will provide the
framework for the design. Here are nine things
to think about as you begin the process.

1. What gardens have inspired you dur-
ing your lifetime? What emotions do they
bring out in you and why?

Pennsylvania’s Longwood Gardens is one of my
favorite destinations for seasonal garden inspira-
tion. I’ve been visiting it every year since I was a
child. It figures prominently in my own garden
story.

lieve we all have one: Even those people who tell me
they don’t garden, or that they have a “brown thumb,”
I find that when pressed, they can paint the most beau-
tiful garden pictures.

Maybe it’s a story you grew up with that resonates.
For me, it’s the children’s book, ”A Secret Garden.” As
a child, I spent hours rereading the chapter where the
children uncover the old garden door in the ivy-cov-
ered wall. I dreamt about a secret garden of my own
and pictured myself working alongside the children,
patiently nursing the old garden back to life. It comes
as no surprise that one of my first gardens, a formal,
enclosed rose garden, was based on my memories of
this novel.

Photos by

Carole Funger

The Almanac
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Be a part of our
Wellbeing pages, the first
week of every month.

Delight in our
HomeLifeStyle sections,
the second week of every
month. Peek at the top
real estate sales, glimpse
over-the-top remodeling
projects, get practical sug-
gestions for your home.

Celebrate students,
camps, schools, enrich-
ment programs, colleges
and more in our A-plus:
Education, Learning, Fun
pages, the third week of
every month.

Questions? E-mail
sales@connection
newspapers.com
or call 703-778-9431

Opening and Closing Packages
(4th season free if booked before April 1)

Annual Pool Maintenance Contracts
10% off if booked by April 1

703-803-7374 Ext. 3140

It’s Never Too EarlyIt’s Never Too Early
to schedule your 

pool opening for 2017
Call Jonathan Ruhe

& Team
at Anthony & Sylvan Pools

News

Keynote Speaker Marsha Tishler talks with the audience
about her experiences in displaced persons camps.

Liberian refugee Crannough Jones addresses the audi-
ence about experiences escaping Liberia.

WHC Hosts Holocaust Remembrance
M

arsha (Leikach) Tishler, hidden as an in-
fant during the Holocaust, was the key-
note speaker for the Holocaust Remem-

brance event held Sunday, April 23, at Washington
Hebrew Congregation’s Julia Bindeman Suburban
Center in Potomac.

Tishler was born in 1942 in Russian-occupied Po-
land. When the Nazis invaded, her parents left her
on the doorstep of a local farm while they fled into
the woods. She recounted the story of her return to
her parents and the journey the family took from
Poland to displaced person centers in Gratz, Austria,
and Cremona and Trani, Italy, before making their
way to the United States in 1949.

Other speakers included Anna Epstein, who was
born in the Krakow Ghetto. As the ghetto was being
liquidated in 1943 the 3-month-old infant was
drugged, stuffed in a satchel, smuggled out and hid-
den with a non-Jewish family — to be reunited with
her mother after the war.

Liberian native Crannough Jones recounted how,
as a 17-year-old, she, her mother and 16-year-old
sister in 1989 escaped violent rebels, hiding in for-
ests as they made their way to Sierra Leone where
they stayed with relatives until her mother was able
to bribe officials to get a U.S. visa.

Holocaust survivor Martin Finkelstein lights a candle during the
Holocaut Remembrance event at Washington Hebrew Congregation’s
Julia Bindeman Suburban Center.
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Submit entertainment announcements
at ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar.
Photos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
The Three Billy Goats Gruff. Various

times through April 30 at the Puppet
Co. Playhouse 7300 Macarthur Blvd,
Glen Echo Park. Three variety
numbers precede the performance,
demonstrating the making of a
simple hand puppet, and
manipulation of rod puppets and
marionettes, as an introduction to the
art of puppetry. Visit
www.thepuppetco.org for more.

Tally Ho Toastmaster’s Club. First
and third Mondays each month,
7:30-8:30 p.m. in the Potomac
Community Center, 11315 Falls
Road.

2016 Inaugural Video Art
Exhibition. 5-7 p.m. at Glen Echo
Photoworks Gallery, 7300 MacArthur
Blvd., Glen Echo. Photoworks
showcases a group of female visual
artists who use video to reveal the
personal, the intimate and the
artistic. Desires, dreams and fears are
all visually explored in Photoworks’
Inaugural Video Competition and
Exhibition, curated by Na’ama Batya
Lewin. Free. Visit
www.glenechophotoworks.org.

Children’s Storytime. Wednesdays
and Saturdays, 10 a.m. at Barnes &
Noble Booksellers, 4801 Bethesda
Ave., Bethesda Listen to employees
read children’s stories. Free. Visit
www.store-
locator.barnesandnoble.com/event/
4824850-21.

VisArts Cocktails and Canvas
Class. at VisArts in the Painting &
Drawing Studio, 155 Gibbs St.,
Rockville. Price $40. Visit
www.visartsatrockville.org/cocktails-
and-canvas for more.

Thang Ta. Wednesdays, 6-7 p.m. at
Sutradhar Institute of Dance and
Related Arts, 1525 Forest Glen Road,
Silver Spring. Learn the ancient art of
the sword and spear. $25.
www.dancesidra.org.

Weekly Blues Dance. Thursdays
8:15-11:30 p.m. in the Back Room
Annex at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd. Capital Blues
presents rotating DJs and instructors
with beginner workshop 8:15-9 p.m.,
no partner necessary. $8 for all.
capitalblues.org

Weekly Swing Dance. Saturdays, 8
p.m.-midnight. The DC Lindy
Exchange presents a swing dance
with live music in the Spanish
Ballroom, Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo.
Beginner swing dance lesson at 8
p.m., followed by dancing. Admission
$16-$18, age 17 and under $12.
www.glenechopark.org.

Argentine Tango with Lessons.
Most Sundays, 6:30-11 p.m. in the
Back Room Annex at Glen Echo Park,
7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo.
Argentine Tango lessons followed by
a Milonga most Sunday evenings.
Beginner lesson 6:30-7:30 p.m. and
intermediate lesson 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Cost is $15/lesson and includes the
Milonga. For just the Milonga, cost is
$10 and the open dance with DJ runs
8:30-11 p.m. No partner required.
www.glenechopark.org, 301-634-
2222.

Contra and Square Dance. Fridays
and Sundays 7-10:30 p.m. in the
Spanish Ballroom at Glen Echo Park,
7300 MacArthur Blvd. The evening
can include square dances, mixers,
waltzes and other couple dances. All
Contra and Square dances are taught,
no partner necessary. Lessons at 7
p.m., followed by the called dance
with live music at 7:30. $13 for
nonmembers, $10 for FSGW
members, $5 ages 17 and under.

www.glenechopark.org, 301-634-
2222.

Late Night Comedy. Fridays (open
mic night) and Saturdays
(established comedians) at Benny’s
Bar & Grill, 7747 Tuckerman Lane,
Potomac. Benny’s is open 8 a.m.-1
a.m. Fridays and Saturdays.
www.BennysBarGrill.com.

Drop in Art Activities. Every
Saturday 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in the
Candy Corner Studio at Glen Echo
Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd., parents
and children can explore a new art
form or theme. $10/child, parent
combo. Drop-in only. www.pgip.org.

Mommy & Me (& Daddy, Too).
Third Tuesday each month. 10 a.m.
at Rockville Town Square. Meet for a
morning out with active learning and
creative play with lunch specials,
story time, arts and crafts, sing-a-
longs, prizes and more.
rockvilletownsquare.com/events/
mommy-and-me.

Live Music & Dancing. Fridays and
Saturdays, 7-11 p.m. in Margery’s
Lounge, Normandie Farm Restaurant,
10710 Falls Road. Dance to the music
of Barry Gurley. 301-983-8838
www.popovers.com.

Chocolate Factory Tours. Fridays
and Saturdays, 2-5:45 p.m. at
SPAGnVOLA Chocolatier, 360 Main
St., Gaithersburg. Take a short tour
of The Truffle Factory facilities. Free.
www.spagnvola.com.

Glen Echo Park Films. Saturdays and
Sundays. Arcade Building, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. Films
about the Park’s history are shown on
rotation in the lobby. Free. Visit
www.glenechopark.org for more.

SilverWorks Studio & Gallery.
Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays
and Sundays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Glen
Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd.,
Glen Echo. SilverWorks Studio &
Gallery is a working silversmith
studio and includes an ongoing
exhibition, as well as sales of the
work of artist-in-residence Blair
Anderson. Free. Visit
www.silverworksglenechopark.com.

Art Glass Center at Glen Echo. All
day Wednesdays; Fridays, 10 a.m.-2
p.m.; Saturdays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.;
Sundays, noon-4 p.m. Art Glass
Center, Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. Ongoing
exhibitions feature work of resident

artists. Sculpture, vessels, functional
art and jewelry for sale. Classes are
taught year-round for beginner,
intermediate and advanced students.
Visit www.artglasscenterat
glenecho.org for more.

Yellow Barn Studio & Gallery.
Saturdays and Sundays, 12-5 p.m.
The Yellow Barn Studio & Gallery
presents free exhibitions of emerging
artists’ work. Each weekend features
the work of a different artist. Most
artwork is also for sale.
www.yellowbarnstudio.com.

Acoustic Open Mic. Wednesdays, 7-
11 p.m. at Benny’s Bar & Grill, 7747
Tuckerman Lane. Everyone welcome
to perform. Wine bottles are 50
percent off. www.bennysbargrill.com.

Potomac Games Group.
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. at Potomac
Community Recreation Center,
11315 Falls Road, Potomac. The
world is in the midst of a Golden Age
of new board and card games for
players of all ages. Free. Contact
event host Randy Hoffman at 412-
983-5411 or
wrandyhoffman@gmail.com.

Strathmore Launches Food,
Beverage Program. Partnership
kicks off 2017 focusing on creative,
upscale bar cuisine, sharable drinks,
expanded service with Ridgewells.
For additional information or to
purchase tickets, visit
www.ampbystrathmore.com or call
301-581-5100.

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Art Explorers Open Studio. Every

Saturday, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at The
Candy Corner Studio, 7300
MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo. Art
activities for parents and children.
Activities change weekly and there is
no pre-registration; $10 per child.
Visit www.glenechopark.org/
saturday-art-explorers for more.

Ceramic Classes. Various dates and
times. VisArts, 155 Gibbs St,
Rockville. An opportunity to try the
new ceramic workshops. Visit
www.visartsatrockville.org/ceramics
for a list of class dates, times.

STARTING IN APRIL
2017 Canal Boat Excursions

Season Opens. At Great Falls

Tavern Visitor Center, 11710
MacArthur Blvd., Potomac. April-
October, Saturday and Sunday at 11
a.m., 1:30 p.m., and 3 p.m. June-
August, Friday, Saturday and Sunday
at 11 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 3 p.m. To
confirm the boat ride for your visit,
call 301-767-3714 for details as
special circumstances may affect this
schedule. Prices: $8 for adults (ages
16-61), $6 for seniors (ages 62 +),
and $5 for children (ages 4-15).
Children aged three and under ride
free. In addition to the boat fee, there
is an entrance fee to the park of
$10.00 per single vehicle.

THURSDAY/APRIL 27
Author Panel. 6:30 p.m. at Barnes &

Noble Bethesda, 4801 Bethesda Ave.
Authors Jessica Estevao, Sherry
Harris, Julie Hennrikus, Edith
Maxwell, Liz Mugavero and Barbara
Ross will present on topics ranging
from where they find inspiration,
their New England settings and their
research into murder weapons. Call
301-986-1761 for more.

Angela Lavelle Concert. 7-10:30
p.m. in Margery’s Lounge at
Normandie Farm Restaurant, 10710
Falls Road. Call 301-983-8838 for
more.

SATURDAY/APRIL 29
Spring Carnival. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at

Geneva Day School, 11931 Seven
Locks Road, Potomac. Carnival rides,
inflatables, face and hair painting,
arts and crafts, food trucks, and bake
sale. $15 at the door ($10 presale at
the school). Adults and children
under age 2 are free. Visit
genevadayschool.org/ or call 301-
340-7704 for more.

Mountain Dulcimers of Northern
Virginia. 12:30-3 p.m. at Great Falls
Tavern, 11710 MacArthur Blvd.
Visitors may also try their hand at
playing a hammered dulcimer,
percussion instruments, or simply
sing along. Free concert but there is
an entrance fee to the Park of $10.00
per single vehicle. Call 301-767-3714
for more.

“An Evening with Strauss” Waltz
Ball. 8 p.m.-midnight at the Spanish
Ballroom, Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd. Waltz Time presents

the 34th Annual Evening with
Strauss Waltz Ball, featuring
Viennese and other waltzes in the
beautiful Spanish Ballroom. Call Joan
Koury at 202-238- 0230 or Glen Echo
Park at 301-634-2222, or go to
www.WaltzTimeDances.org.

APRIL 29-30
Bead, Jewelry and Textile Bazaar.

11 a.m.-5 p.m. in Bohrer Park
Activity Center, 506 South Frederick
Ave., Gaithersburg. The Bead Society
of Greater Washington is presenting
its’ 65th Bead Bazaar. $5. Visit
www.bsgw.org, or email:
bazaarbsgw@hotmail.com for more.

MAY 1-MAY 31
Art Exhibit. Throughout May at the

Potomac Library, 10101 Glenolden
Drive. Featuring the art of Potomac
resident Dr. Meenakshi Mohan, an
educator, painter, and art critic. Visit
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/
library/, or call 240-777-0690 for
more information.

MAY 5-7
Azalea Festival. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at

Landon School, 6101 Wilson Lane,
Bethesda. Gifts and gently used
items, buy plants and flowers, food,
live music, and carnival rides and
games. Visit Landon.net for more.

SATURDAY/MAY 6
Celebrate Animals Fair. 1-4 p.m. at

Christ Episcopal Church, 109 S.
Washington St., Rockville. Meet
representatives from the Animal
Welfare League of Montgomery
County and others who will highlight
animal care and training
demonstrations. Free. Call 301-762-
2191 for more.

Violin and Piano Concert. 8 p.m. at
Westmoreland Congregational UCC
Church, 1 Westmoreland Circle,
Bethesda. Nurit Bar-Josef on the
violin, and Audrey Andrist on the
piano. Free, donations suggested.
Call 301-229-7766 for more.

SUNDAY/MAY 7
Waltz Workshop. 2:45-3:30 p.m.

workshop, 3:30-6 p.m. dance at
Spanish Ballroom at Glen Echo Park,
7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo.
The 45-minute dance lesson begins at
2:45 p.m. with a half-hour
introductory Waltz workshop and a
more advanced move presented the
last 15 minutes. Social dancing
follows until 6 pm. Admission is $10.
No partner required. Call 301-634-
2222, go to
www.WaltzTimeDances.org or e-mail
info@WaltzTimeDances.org for
more.

MAY 8-JUNE 26
Landscape Shooting with Gayle

Rothschild. 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Mondays at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd. Class includes
critiques, discussion and photo
shoots at five different locations
along the C&O Canal and Potomac
River. National Gallery of Art
Curator, Sarah Gordon will be guest
lecturer. $300 for 7 sessions. Visit
www.ssreg.com or call 301-634-2222
for more.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 10
Blues and Jazz Trio. 8 p.m.-9:30 p.m.

at Bethesda Blues and Jazz, 7719
Wisconsin Ave., Bethesda. Featuring
bassist Marco Panascia and drummer
Ulysses Owens. Call 240-330-4500.

THURSDAY/MAY 11

Entertainment

Outdoor Concert Series
The Moonshine Society is one in an outdoor concert series, every Thursday, 6-8 p.m. in
Veterans Park, located at the corner of Woodmont and Norfolk avenues. The series is
sponsored by the Bethesda Urban Partnership, featuring free Thursday evening concerts
during May, June, and July. The concerts offer a range of music including rock, funk,
jazz, swing, and reggae. 301/215-6660 or visit www.bethesda.org.
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Weekly Outdoor Concerts. 6-8 p.m.

in Veterans Park, located at the
corner of Woodmont and Norfolk
avenues. Hayley Fahey band is
kicking off a concert series by the
Bethesda Urban Partnership,
featuring free Thursday evening
concerts during May, June, and July.
The concerts offer a range of music
including rock, funk, jazz, swing, and
reggae. 301/215-6660 or visit
www.bethesda.org.

Brain Injury Lecture. 7 p.m. at
Potomac Community Center, 11315
Falls Road, Potomac. What every
athlete and parent should know
about concussions, by Dr. Michael
Lewis. Call 240-777-6960 for more.

SATURDAY/MAY 13
The Grateful Shred. 9 a.m. to noon

Clara Barton Community Center,
7425 MacArthur Blvd. Sponsored by
the Friends of Clara Barton
Community Center, suggested
donation of $5 per one-cubic- foot
parcel of waste paper, $3 per half
parcel, $2 per quarter parcel. Call
240-777-4910, or visit
www.friendscbcc.org for more.

Photography Lecture. 4 p.m. lecture,
6 p.m. dinner in the Spanish
Ballroom at Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Blvd. Photographer John
Gossage in conversation With
Curator John Jacob, part of the
Photoworks Lecture Series 2017. Visit
www.glenechopark.org or call 301-
634-2222 for more.

THURSDAY/MAY 18
Signature Live Concert. 6-8 p.m. in

Veterans Park, located at the corner
of Woodmont and Norfolk avenues.
Blues-R&B band Signature Live is the
second performance in a concert

series by the Bethesda Urban
Partnership, featuring free Thursday
evening concerts during May, June,
and July. The concerts offer a range
of music. 301/215-6660 or visit
www.bethesda.org.

FRIDAY/MAY 19
Bike to Work Day 2017. Registration

— now open — is free and open to

anyone who commutes in the region,
from first timers to daily cyclists. All
registrants will be entered in a
regional bicycle raffle, and the first
16,000 to register and attend will
receive a free t-shirt at one of more
than 85 pit-stops throughout
Northern Virginia. Participants can
register online at
www.biketoworkmetrodc.org. Email
Megan Goodman at
mgoodman@mwcog.org, or call 202-

‘Brighton Beach Memoirs’
Potomac’s own Marie-Josée Bourelly is in “Brighton Beach Memoirs,” which has been
extended through May 14 at Theater J, 1529 16th St NW, Washington, D.C. Tickets start
at $37 theaterj.org or 202-777-3210.

Photo by Teresa Wood

Entertainment

962-3209 for more.

SUNDAY/MAY 21
Potomac Hunt Races. 10 a.m. at

14401B Partnership Road,
Poolesville. Visit
www.potomachuntraces.com.

SUNDAY/MAY 28
Waltz Workshop. 2:45-3:30 p.m. at

Spanish Ballroom at Glen Echo Park,
7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo.
The 45-minute dance lesson begins at
2:45 p.m. with a half-hour
introductory Waltz workshop and a
more advanced move presented the
last 15 minutes. Social dancing
follows until 6 pm. Admission is $10.
No partner required. Call 301-634-
2222, go to
www.WaltzTimeDances.org or e-mail
info@WaltzTimeDances.org for
more.

FRIDAY/JUNE 2
Local Artists Reception. 6-9 p.m. at

Artists and Makers Studios 2, Main
Gallery, 12276 Wilkins Ave.,
Rockville. Art by Potomac resident
and artist F. Lennox Campello, show
runs through June 29. Free. Call 240-
437-9573.

SATURDAY/JUNE 3
Strawberry Festival. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

at the Sykesville Freedom Fire
Department, 6680 Sykesville Road
(Rt. 32), Sykesville. Visit
www.melchurch.org.

JUNE 19-AUG. 9
Toca Summer Soccer Camp. 6-8

p.m. at Avenel LP, 10051 Oaklyn
Drive. Improving skills, making
friends and staying fit. Email
info@tocajuniors.com, or call 301-
221-8305 for more.

JUNE 24-25
Heritage Days 2017. Various times at

40 parks, museums, and historic sites
all across Montgomery County. Visit
www.HeritageMontgomery.org or
call 301-515-0753 for more.
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1  16 Sandalfoot Court —
$1,235,000

2  12065 Wetherfield Lane — $1,235,000

4  9312 Bells
Mill Road —
$1,185,000

5  10621 Beechknoll Lane — $1,180,000

6  11309 Spur Wheel Lane — $1,137,500

8  8505 Brickyard Road — $1,118,449

Address .............................. BR FB HB . Postal City . Sold Price ... Type ......... Lot AC .. PostalCode ....... Subdivision ......... Date Sold

1  16 SANDALFOOT CT ............. 4 .. 4 . 2 .... POTOMAC ... $1,235,000 ... Detached ....... 0.15 ......... 20854 ................. AVENEL ................ 03/31/17

2  12065 WETHERFIELD LN ...... 5 .. 4 . 2 .... POTOMAC ... $1,235,000 ... Detached ....... 2.00 ......... 20854 .......... LAKE POTOMAC .......... 03/24/17

3  12205 LAKE POTOMAC TER .. 5 .. 3 . 1 .... POTOMAC ... $1,200,000 ... Detached ....... 2.00 ......... 20854 .......... LAKE POTOMAC .......... 03/31/17

4  9312 BELLS MILL RD ............. 5 .. 4 . 1 .... POTOMAC ... $1,185,000 ... Detached ....... 0.53 ......... 20854 ....... KENTSDALE ESTATES ...... 03/20/17

5  10621 BEECHKNOLL LN ........ 7 .. 5 . 1 .... POTOMAC ... $1,180,000 ... Detached ....... 0.26 ......... 20854 ....... PINEY GLEN VILLAGE ...... 03/20/17

6  11309 SPUR WHEEL LN ......... 4 .. 3 . 2 .... POTOMAC ... $1,137,500 ... Detached ....... 2.01 ......... 20854 ........... SADDLE RIDGE .......... 03/24/17

7  10310 SNOWPINE WAY ......... 4 .. 4 . 1 .... POTOMAC ... $1,120,000 ... Detached ....... 0.61 ......... 20854 ....... POTOMAC OUTSIDE ....... 03/31/17

8  8505 BRICKYARD RD ............ 6 .. 6 . 1 .... POTOMAC ... $1,118,449 ... Detached ....... 2.00 ......... 20854 ......... POTOMAC RANCH ........ 03/24/17

Copyright 2017 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of April 17, 2017.

Photos by
Deb Stevens/
The Almanac

Potomac REAL ESTATE
March, 2017 Sales,
$1,118,449~$1,235,000
In March 2017, 41 Potomac homes sold

between $1,888,000-$146,000.
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MS program
in Biotechnology

http://biotechnology.georgetown.edu

One year with rolling admission

Fall 2017 deadline is 5/15/17

Contact the Program Coordinator for details

202-687-1070

Sign up forSign up for
FREEFREE  DIGITALDIGITAL
SUBSCRIPTIONSUBSCRIPTION
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Left, U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly

(D-11) demands attorneys be

granted access to detainees at

Dulles airport Sunday Jan. 29.

The Candidates (for Mayor)

In Their Own Words

News, P
age 4

A Weekend Full of

Chocolate Fun

Entertainment, Page 10
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age 3
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Kimberly Palmer,

author of “Smart

Mom, Rich Mom,”

will share insights

at the Potomac

Library on Satur-

day, Jan. 28.
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ArlingtonArlington
ConnectionConnection

TheThe

Democratic Disunity
News, Page 3

Resistance, the Arlington Way
News, Page 4

Planning for Summer Camp
A+, Page 11

Page 1
1

A Women’sMarch onWashingtonflyer distrib-uted byArlingtoniansDebra
Stephens(left) andLisa Backerat WestoverMarket. Seestory, page 4.

P
h
o
t
o
 
b
y
 
E
d
e
n
 
B
r
o
w

n
/
T

h
e
 
C

o
n
n
e
c
t
i
o
n

Helen Slade of New York’s Cotton Club

brought the audience to its feet with songs

such as “We Shall Overcome” at the Martin

Luther King, Jr. Tribute Concert on Sunday,

Jan. 15 in the Wakefield High School

auditorium. In a highlight of the evening,

Slade invited children from the audience

to dance and sing with her on stage.

Voices in
Unison

News, Page 3

Voices in
Unison

News, Page 3
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“I know! I know!”
Many of the students
were eager to answer
“Mr. Jefferson’s” (Bill
Barker) questions
during the living
history assembly at
Armstrong Elementary.

MLK Keynote:
From Obama to Trump
News, Page 3

Communities Practice
Disaster Recovery
News, Page 12

MLK Keynote:
From Obama to Trump

Communities Practice
Disaster Recovery

Close Encounters
With History

A+, Page 6

Close Encounters
With History
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See Looking Ahead,  Page 16

Happy New YearThe fireworks finale of First Night Alexandria provides the backdrop to a selfie for

a couple celebrating New Year’s Eve on King Street. See story and more photos on

page 3.
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By Vernon Miles
Gazette Packet

F
or the City Council, thelargest looming issue inthe upcoming months of2017 is always the city’s

budget. The routine is fairly simi-
lar year after year: the city and
school system haggle to a compro-
mise over expanding school enroll-ment costs whileother city depart-ments rotatethrough yearly bud-get increases anddecreases. But this

year, according to the City Coun-
cil, the budget process is shaping
up to look a little more dire than
usual.

“The budget isgoing to be a verybig deal,” saidC o u n c i l m a nTimothy Lovain.“It always is. It’sour main busi-ness, but it will beparticularly chal-lenging withMetro needs,school needs, andother infrastruc-ture. Those capi-tal needs are criti-cal to the futureof the city. Weneed to address them as best we
can.”

While school capacity needs
generally take the largest focus in
the budget discussion, this year a
Metro system in crisis and crum-
bling city infrastructure are mus-
cling into the spotlight. The issues
being discussed and weighed
aren’t new, but Councilman Paul

Smedberg says the scale of the
demands exceeds previous years.

“We’ve had these issues before,
but the dollar amounts and the
size is bigger,” said Smedberg.
“Schools, infrastructure, and
transportation are all core to what
we do. How we prioritize the rest
is what we have to decide.”Across the council, schools, in-

frastructure, and transportation
are agreed to be the core budget
priorities in 2016.“Blooming student enrollment

in the schools also presents a real
challenge,” said Lovain. “It largely
shows up for us in school construc-
tion funding needs. It’s a happy
problem, it’s a compliment to our
system, but we’re adding so many
students. There’s a structural defi-cit we face. [Our]needs are grow-ing faster thanrevenues. Thatshows up on thecapital side andfor schools.”

In terms ofcapital costs, theapproved Alexan-dria City PublicSchools (ACPS)FY 2017 - FY2026 Capital Im-provement Plan(CIP) budget lastyear totaled
$273,988,551. The FY 2018 - FY
2027 CIP proposed by Superinten-
dent Alvin Crawley raises that 10-
year total to $515,739,655.“We need to expand the num-

ber of schools that we have and
somehow or another accommo-
date renovations and expansion,
maybe building a whole new

In the RedSchools, Metro, and infrastructure
form trinity of 2017city budget priorities.

Wellbeing
Wellbeing

Page 14

“We’re not goingto be able to makeeverybody happybut we wereelected to makehard decisions.”
— CouncilmanWillie Bailey

The Year
Ahead

To honor Mom on Mother’s Day, send us your favorite snapshots of you
with your Mom and The Mount Vernon Gazette will publish them in our
Mother’s Day issue. Be sure to include some information about what’s
going on in the photo, plus your name and phone number and town of
residence. To e-mail digital photos, send to:

editors@connectionnewspapers.com
Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a stamped, self-
addressed envelope, but please don’t send us anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”

Summer●CampsiEducation&Activities

By Peggy McEwan

The Almanac

P
arents and children who want a
less restricted summer program
than some camps and classes pro-
vide have a number of opportu-

nities in the Potomac area to explore na-
ture and history while keeping up with their
reading and writing skills. Two of those pro-
grams are the National Park Service Junior
Ranger Program and Montgomery Public
Library Summer Reading Program.

A trip to the Great Falls Tavern Visitors
Center, 11710 MacArthur Blvd., is a great
place to begin a day along the C&O Canal.
The center offers displays showing life along
the canal when it was in operation, an ex-
hibit showing the workings of the canal
locks, a checkerboard where visitors can
relax and play a game or two and a place
to pick up information on the Junior Ranger
Program.

The program, offered at National Parks

throughout the country, is an activity-based
program. Activity books are available at the
Visitor Center reception desk and children
are encouraged to complete the activities
during their visit to the park, show their
work to the rangers or volunteers before
leaving and receive a certificate naming
them Junior Rangers for the Chesapeake
and Ohio Canal National Historical Park.

The booklet contains information on
locks and aqueducts found along the
184.5 miles of the canal, facts about the
donkeys who pulled the canal boat, a
game of Wildlife Bingo, basic informa-
tion on the National Park Service
Ranger Program, safety tips and a re-
minder to keep the park trash free.

Young rangers are reminded
to,”Leave no Trace: Take only pic-
tures, leave only footprints.”

The park also has a number of
hiking trails, with distances
noted, though the popular
Olmstead Island and Great Falls
Overlook trail is closed and not
expected to open until July.
During the summer – after June 2
- visitors can take a canal boat ride on the
Charles F. Mercer and see firsthand how a
lock works, while listening to park rangers
in period costume tell stories of life along
the canal.

Cost is $8
for adults, $6 for seniors
and $5 for children ages 4-15. Chil-
dren under 3 are free. Rides leave at 11

a.m., 1:30 and 3 p.m. Tickets can be pur-
chased in the Visitors Center. Groups of 10

or more need reservations. Call 301-
767-3714.

Knowledgeable volunteers
work the Visitor Center desk and

can answer questions about the ca-
nal and the park, including the hik-

ing trails.
The visitor center at Great Falls is

open year round Wednesday through
Sunday from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For

more information visit the National
Park Service website at nps.org or call

301-767-3714.
Another opportunity for an “on your

own” day this summer is a visit to The
Potomac Library, 10101 Glenolden Drive.
Though the summer 2017 reading theme
has not been announced, Montgomery
County Public Libraries uses Beanstack, an
online program for creating a profile and
keeping track of books read.

The program also generates email with
reading recommendations based on the pro-
file and past reading history.

Sign up now and start reading then be
ready in June when Montgomery County
Public Libraries announces the theme and
special events for summer reading 2017.
The website is montgomerycountymd.gov
search libraries then search beanstack.

Opportunities for an ‘On Your Own’ Day
Become a Junior
Ranger; get head
start on library
reading program.

Brochures for the National Park

Service Junior Ranger Program.



10  ❖  Potomac Almanac  ❖  April 26 - May 2, 2017 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Summer●CampsiEducation&Activities
POTOMAC

ALMANAC
www.PotomacAlmanac.com

Newspaper of Potomac
A Connection Newspaper

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered

to homes and businesses.

1606 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Free digital edition delivered to
your email box. Go to

connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

PUBLISHER
Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
@MaryKimm

EDITORIAL
PHONE: 703-778-9415

E-MAIL:
almanac@connectionnewspapers.com

EDITOR
Steven Mauren, 703-778-9415

smauren@connectionnewspapers.com

ASSISTANT EDITOR
Mike Salmon

msalmon@connectionnewspapers.com

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Susan Belford, Carole Dell,

Cissy Finley Grant, Carole Funger,
Colleen Healy, Kenny Lourie,

Ken Moore

Contributing
Photographers

Harvey Levine, Deborah Stevens

Art/Design:
Laurence Foong, John Heinly,

Ali Khaligh
Production Manager

Geovani Flores

ADVERTISING
For advertising information

sales@connectionnewspapers.com
703-778-9431

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES
Display Advertising:

Kenny Lourie 301-325-1398
klourie@connectionnewspapers.com

Andrea Smith 703-778-9411
Classified Advertising

asmith@connectionnewspapers.com

Debbie Funk
National Sales & real Estate

703-778-9444
debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com

David Griffin
Marketing Assistant

703-778-9431
dgriffin@connectionnewspapers.com

Jerry Vernon
Executive Vice President

703-549-0004
jvernon@connectionnewspapers.com

CIRCULATION: 703-778-9427
circulation@connectionnewspapers.com

Potomac Almanac is published
by Local Media Connection LLC

Five Time First Place
Award-Winner
Public Service

MDDC Press Association

Four Time
Newspaper of the Year

An Award-winning Newspaper
in Writing, Photography, Editing,

Graphics and Design

Adventure Theatre MTC at Glen Echo offers a full summer program of Musical Theater Camp.

Glen Echo Park’s musical theater summer camp ends with a production.

Musical Theater Camp teaches children all about
putting on a show.

From Arts to Musical Theater
By Peggy McEwan

The Almanac

G
len Echo Park offers a va-
riety of summer pro
grams focusing on visual

and performing arts for children
and teens.

More than 16 programs are
available at the park this summer
including classes in Art Glass cast-
ing and fusing and Textiles &
Wearable Art, a fashion arts camp
for children ages 11-16.

In between there are classes in
Cartooning & Animation, Dance &
Movement, Drawing, Painting &
Crafts, Fiber Arts, Music, Puppetry,
Silversmithing, Book & Paper Arts,
Clay Animation, Digital Arts
(Movie-making and Minecraft),
Environmental Education (Glen
Echo Park Aquarium), Irish Dance,
Photography, and Sculpture.

Some of the classes are offered
for just one week and are selec-
tive for age appropriateness such
as the Art Glass casting which has
only one summer session, June
26-30, and is for teens ages 12-
16. Other classes, including Cre-
ative Movement and Ballet and
Early Ballet, are for 3- through 6-
year-olds and meet weekly
throughout the summer.

Adventure Theatre MTC at Glen
Echo offers a full summer program
of Musical Theater Camp. For chil-
dren in grades one through six, the
program runs five two-week ses-
sions June 19 through Aug. 25.
The camp is a full-day program,
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

Now in its 39th year, the Musi-
cal Theater Camp teaches children
all about putting on a show and,
at the end of each two week ses-
sion, campers put on a musical
theater performance for family
and friends, said Melinda Wintrot,
assistant education director for the
Summer Musical Theater.

Wintrot explained that campers

are grouped into casts, which are
mostly age-based, and each cast
works on its part in the final per-
formance.

An additional bonus for Musical
Theater campers is going to camp
at Glen Echo Park, Wintrot said.

“We get to use the facilities of
the park,” she said. “The kids es-
pecially get excited about riding
the carousel.”

Full summer campers do not
have to worry about doing the
same performance every two
weeks, Wintrot said.

“We have returning campers
throughout the season and we
make sure they are in a different
cast each time,” she said.

Youths who want to spend more
of their camp day outdoors can
sign up for the Glen Echo Park
Aquarium program and explore a
nearby creek, and learn about how
the local ecosystem affects the
Chesapeake Bay.

“Campers are encouraged to ex-
plore, observe, and learn,” accord-
ing to the camp’s website.

They will practice and learn
about the natural world with
games, crafts and even by han-
dling live sea creatures.

Aquarium camps are from 9 a.m.

to 3 p.m. five days per week. The
weekly sessions begin June 26 and
go through Aug. 11. There is no
camp the week of July 4.

Glen Echo Park is located at
7300 MacArthur Blvd., Glen Echo.

Visit glenechopark.org/camps or
call 301-634-2255.
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703-778-9411
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• Potomac
ClassifiedClassified

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.compotomacalmanac.com

Zone 5 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 5:

• Potomac

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

GGAARRDDEENNEERR

Energetic gardener, Speaks 
French & English. Spring/Summer 

Cleanup, weeding, planting, 
edging, mulching, maintenance. 
Excellent Potomac references.

301-980-8258

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE
The onslaught of radio and television adver-

tising for grass seed and riding mowers. I sup-
pose if I was a responsible homeowner, given the
time of the year: spring/April, I might have an
interest in such timely offerings. However, since
I’m not and since I’m still unable to manage the
two acres that I own, affectionately referred to as
“Belly Acres,” going on 25 years dating back to
May ‘92 when we initially took ownership, the
best I can do is borrow my neighbor’s riding
mower and spend a couple of hours every two
weeks or so trying to keep the grass below my
knees. Cancer issues not totally withstanding.

Actually, aside from having little interest,
minimal experience and multiple home/tool
maintenance issues/pre-existing conditions, I am
the perfect target: a homeowner who can’t do
anything on his own and needs help all the time
for everything. Specifically as it involves my yard;
I have grass, trees, bushes, shrubs, daffodils,
flower beds, wild flowers, weeds and more
weeds. If I were so inclined and wanted to con-
fide to someone in a Lawn & Garden store, I
would have to admit that a novice looks experi-
enced compared to me. I need to be taken by
the hand — literally — and instructed as if the
words being spoken to me were a foreign lan-
guage. Which of course, they are.

This previous paragraph presumes however
that I have a budget and even a passing notion
to attempt to improve upon the randomness that
characterizes “Belly Acres.” I can still remember
a conversation I had with a local lawn and gar-
den consultant when we first moved in. A gen-
tlemen came by and together we walked around
the property. After ending up back at the house,
he asked me what I wanted to do. I said some-
thing like, “I don’t know, you tell me.” He
responded with words I could semi understand
but mostly it was unintelligible — to me, so I
asked for a clarification.

After grasping the obvious, finally, I asked: “Is
what you’re telling me that I could hire someone
to work full time for the rest of his life and still
the work wouldn’t get done?”

“Yes,” he said.
That’s when I fully understood the problem. I

then thanked him for his time and haven’t revis-
ited the issue since. Talk about pointless. And so,
all these years later, the property remains nearly
as it was. Oh sure, tress have fallen down,
branches, limbs, sticks and stones have hit the
ground — and house, and together have clut-
tered up the general appearance. However, any
effort beyond paying people to clean up the mis-
cellaneous yard debris has been lost in the pas-
sage of time and in my lack of initiative. Throw
in a “terminal” cancer diagnosis and at least for
me, pulling weeds, etc., became a fairly low
priority.

Still, it doesn’t mean that I don’t pay attention
to advertising aimed at homeowners, especially
the ones promoting grass seed and riding mow-
ers. Many of which are quite funny and clever.
Not quite clever enough to get me off the couch
and into a store to spend money on a project,
especially on one whose timeline might not
match mine. That’s not to say that I’m living like
I’m dying so why bother? No. it’s more about
common sense and gratification. I don’t need to
wait for — anything. Oh sure, I need to plan for
tomorrow but not at the expense (pun intended)
of today. It’s not exactly akin to a fool and his
money but when you’ve been diagnosed with
cancer, priorities change, as do budget/time
allowances; in fact/feeling, everything changes.

I don’t mean to imply that I’m a closed book,
unable to get out of my own way or incapable of
taking the good with the bad. As you regular
readers know, I’m really pretty flexible when it
comes to my less-than-ideal circumstances.
Nevertheless, it doesn’t mean that I don’t have
my moments. Hearing/seeing these lawn and
garden promotions has given me pause though.
Not enough to change my mind but enough to
motivate me — to write a column.

And So It
Begins ...

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg

Results! Why,
man, I have
gotten a lot 
of results. 

I know several
thousand things
that won't work.

-Thomas A. Edison

School Notes

Submit civic/community announcements at
ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and
artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at
least two weeks before event.

SOBER-RIDE FOR CINCO DE MAYO
Free Sober Rides. Friday, May 5, 7 p.m. through

Saturday, May 6, 4 a.m. Area residents, 21 and
older, may download Lyft to their phones, then
enter the code CINCODC in the app’s “Promo”
section to receive a no cost (up to $15) safe ride
home. The SoberRide code is valid for the first
1,500 Lyft users who enter the code. Visit
www.soberride.com.

FRIDAY/MAY 5
Building Attachment Through Trust. 9 a.m.-4

p.m. at Silver Spring Civic Center, 1 Veterans
Place, Silver Spring. Children exposed to
trauma, abuse and neglect often have trouble
trusting adults, which can contribute to
challenging family relationships. Explore the
newest neuroscience-based research and
interventions on enhancing attachment and
connection in families. Early Bird (through
March 31): Parents, $79, professionals (includes
6 CEUs), $129; parents, $99, professionals
(includes 6 CEUs), $149. Lunch will be
provided. Contact
awolf@familyworkstogether.org or 410-402-
1121 for more.

TUESDAY/MAY 16
Grief Support Group. 1:30-3 p.m. at North

Bethesda United Methodist Church, 10100 Old
Georgetown Road, Bethesda. For anyone
grieving the death of a loved one, six-week
group that meets each Tuesday. Led by
Montgomery Hospice professional counselors.
Call 301-921-4400 for more.

GUIDE DOG FOSTERS NEEDED
Guiding Eyes for the Blind - Montgomery

Region is looking for volunteers to foster and
train future guide dogs. Volunteers will foster a
specially bred guide dog for 14 months, attend
bi-monthly training classes, and teach the pup
house manners, people skills and socialization
within the community. Dog crates, training
equipment and monthly medications are
provided. Contact Margie Coccodrilli at 301-
869-2216 or gebraiser@comcast.net or visit
www.guidingeyes-md.org.

SUPPORT GROUPS
The Alzheimer’s Association’s Memory

Cafes offer a fun and relaxed way for people
living with early-stage memory loss to get
connected with one another through social
events that promote interaction and
companionship. The memory cafe in Rockville
(4860 Boiling Brook Parkway) operates the third
Wednesday of each month from 2:30-4 p.m. Pre-
registration is required. Contact Lindsey Vajpeyi
at 240-428-1342 or lvajpeyi@alz.org.

Because I Love You is a nonprofit organization
dedicated to supporting parents of troubled
children of any age. The group helps parents
deal with drugs, runaways, truancy, verbal
abuse, physical abuse, curfew violations and
other misbehavior, as well as help parents deal
with themselves, to manage and live their own
lives without obsessing over their child’s
behavior. The group meets 7:30-9:30 every
Thursday at Bethesda United Methodist Church
Room 209, 8300 Old Georgetown Road,
Bethesda. Visit www.becauseiloveyou.org, email
hbrite1@netzero.com or call 301-530-3597.

Suicide Grief Support Group. At JSSA, 6123
Montrose Road, Rockville. This ongoing
bereavement support group is for those who
have lost a loved one to suicide. This group
meets every first and third Monday. No charge.
Pre-registration is required to attend. Call 301-
816-2708.

Bulletin Board

Email announcements to almanac@connection
newspapers.com. Deadline is Thursday at noon.

Jessica Y Li, of Potomac, has achieved high
honors for winter 2017 in the Robert R. McCormick
School of Engineering and Applied Science at
Northwestern University (Evanston, Ill.).
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