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One of Mount Olive’s Baptist Church’s
More and More Praise Liturgical danc-
ers performs at the 10th Annual Erin
Peterson Fund Celebration of Life
Gospel Concert on Saturday, April 29.

Chantilly To Present
‘Jazz & Pizzazz’
News, Page 7

Clifton Homes Tour
Enters 45th Year
News, Page 8
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News

Meeting on Dulles
Suburban Center

A community meeting with Fairfax County staff will be held on
May 11, 7 p.m., at Rocky Run Middle School, to discuss the Dulles
Suburban Center (DSC) Study and the work that the DSC Advi-
sory Group has undertaken since September 2016. One purpose
of the study is to assess current conditions and update recom-
mendations for future land uses and development for the 5,000
acre study area.

Descriptions of the proposed change can be found at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/dullessuburbancenter.

The DSC Advisory Group and county staff encourage the public’s
attendance at this meeting and welcome comment at the meet-
ing or by email at DPZDullesSubCenter@Fairfaxcounty.gov.

Free Carseat Inspections
Certified technicians from the Sully District Police Station will

perform free, child safety carseat inspections Thursday, May 11,
from 5-8:30 p.m., at the station, 4900 Stonecroft Blvd. in Chantilly.
No appointment is necessary. But residents should install the child
safety seats themselves so technicians may properly inspect and
adjust them, as needed.

Because of time constraints, only the first 35 vehicles arriving
on each date will be inspected. That way, inspectors may have
enough time to properly instruct the caregiver on the correct use
of the child seat. Call 703-814-7000, ext. 5140, to confirm dates
and times.

Learn about Disaster Response
Free training in basic disaster response skills is being offered

by the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) through
the county fire and rescue department. The training prepares resi-
dents to help themselves, their families and neighbors in the event
of a disaster in their community. Through CERT, residents can
learn about disaster preparedness and receive training in basic
disaster response skills such as fire safety, light search and res-
cue, and disaster medical operations.

The next available CERT Class is scheduled to begin on Mon-
day, May 22 at the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Academy. There
are two sessions each week on Mondays and Wednesdays that
run until June 21. The class is 28 hours in length, plus a final
practical exercise.

CERT training is free of charge and basic gear is provided. The
minimum requirements to participate in CERT training at any
level is that residents be 16 years of age or older, and either be a
Fairfax County resident, or work in the county.

To learn more about CERT, see www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fr/cert/
cert.htm.

Bunco Night with WFCWC
Bunco Night will help raise money for GFWC Western Fairfax

County Woman’s Club’s (WFCWC) Chantilly High School schol-
arship fund. WFCWC has awarded $52,000 in scholarships to CHS
senior girls since 1995.

Enjoy an evening of merriment, prizes, refreshments, and a raffle
for a $175 gift card to The Red Door spa and help to raise funds
for our 2017 scholarship winners. Tickets are $20 per person.
Bunco Night will be Tuesday, May 23 at 7:30 p.m. at the Cale
Community Center, 4615 Stringfellow Road, Chantilly. Space is
limited. Tickets must be purchased in advance. Call Barbara at
703-631-7830.

In affiliation with the General Federation of Women’s Clubs
and GFWC Virginia, WFCWC is dedicated to promoting the civic,
cultural, domestic and educational betterment of the community
through volunteer service. See www.wfcwc.org.

Several Volunteers Needed
Western Fairfax Christian Ministries at 4511 Daly Dr. Suite J,

Roundups

T
he Church of the Ascension in Centreville
invites all veterans, service members, and
their families to a special celebration in

honor of their service to the nation on May 28 at 5
p.m.

During the U.S. Civil War (1861-1865), “Old Stone
Church” was the first designated Union Army surgi-
cal hospital.

The surgical hospital received major casualties
from the Battle of Blackburn’s Ford (1861), and dur-
ing First Manassas (1861) and Second Manassas
(1862). The Old Stone Church, as a hospital, was
traded back and forth between the medical depart-
ments of the Confederate and Union forces with the
changes of the battle line.

The event will begin with a prayer service with an
honor guard and prayers at the memorial burial site
behind the church, followed with Evening Prayer in
the church.

Designed to evoke the late 19th century, this ser-
vice will include prayers for all those who have lost
life and limb in the service of our country and hymns
from The Hymnal of 1861. A reception follows in
the fellowship room. All veterans and active service
members are invited to wear their uniforms in rec-

ognition of their service.
For more information and directions to the church,

visit www.ascension-acc.org.
RSVP about the number of people attending to:

memorial@ascension-acc.org. Also include any spe-
cial accommodations such as handicapped parking
and ease of access that might be required. Space and
access is limited.

If email is inconvenient or situations are compli-
cated, telephone the coordinator, Jane Baer at 703-
459-8550. The Church of the Ascension is located at
13941 Braddock Road, Centreville.

Veterans Invited to Prayer Service
At Historic
‘Old Stone Church.’

The Old Stone Church circa 1862.

Featured Soloist
Olivia Johann, a high
school oboe player from
Centreville, is the
featured soloist for the May
13 concert of the City of
Fairfax Band, 7:30 p.m., at
WT Woodson High School,
9525 Main St., Fairfax.
Johann is the winner of the
band’s annual Young Artist
Competition and will re-
ceive a financial award
along with the solo appear-
ance.

Email announcements to centreview@
connectionnewspapers.com.

Anna Yee , of Centreville High
School, was recognized at the Virginia
DECA State Leadership Conference held
March 3-5 in Virginia Beach.

Celina Paudel, of Westfield High
School, was awarded a National Merit
General Dynamics Scholarship.

She plans to study biomedical engi-
neering.

School Notes

See Bulletin,  Page 5

Submit civic/community announce-
ments at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
Children who will be 5 years old on or

before Sept. 30, 2017, are eligible to
attend kindergarten. Find the correct
neighborhood school by entering
your address at http://
boundary.fcps.edu/boundary/.
Complete a packet of registration
forms found at www.fcps.edu/it/
forms/enroll.pdf or in the school
office. Gather supporting documents:
proof of residence in the school
boundary, a certified copy of the
child’s birth certificate, parent/
guardian photo ID, and any custody
orders. Certificate of physical exam
and immunization will be required
before the student may start school,
but is not required for registration.
Parents who choose to delay
enrollment in kindergarten by one
year are required to notify the school
in writing of their intent.

Greenbriar East Elementary
School, 13006 Point Pleasant Drive,
Fairfax, is now accepting registration
for rising Kindergarteners. Visit
greenbriareastes.fcps.edu to sign up
for an appointment or call Melissa
Dicker, School Registrar at 703-633-
6400.

Greenbriar West Elementary
School is now accepting information
for next year’s Kindergarten classes.
Call the school office at 703-633-
6700 as soon as possible.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Contact Volunteer Solutions at 703-324-

5406,
VolunteerSolutions@fairfaxcounty.gov
or www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/
olderadultservices/volunteer-
solutions.htm.

❖ The Little River Glen Senior
Center in Fairfax needs instructors
for the following classes: Qigong, Art,

Basic Language, Group Fitness,
Computer Lab Assistant and ASL.
They also need volunteers willing to
become Certified Stay Active &
Independent for Life (SAIL) Fitness
Instructors. Free training provided.

❖ The Sully Senior Center in
Centreville is looking for the
following instructors: Knitting/
Crochet, Charcoal Drawing, Zumba
Gold, Yoga, Silver Sneakers, Chair
Aerobics, and a Personal Trainer.

❖ The Mott Community Center
Senior Program in Fairfax is
looking for a volunteer Tai Chi
Instructor.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 10
Care Plan for Life. 7-8:30 p.m. at

Sully District Governmental Center,
4900 Stonecroft Blvd., Chantilly.
Learn what to consider before
creating an advance directive. Find
out more at www.–fairfaxcounty.–
gov/–olderadults and click on
Register Now: Spring 2017 Caregiver
Seminars.

TUESDAY/MAY 11
Community Meeting. 7 p.m. at Sully

District Community Room, Sully
District Governmental Center, 4900
Stonecroft Blvd., Chantilly. Learn
about the Dulles Suburban Center
(DSC) Study. One purpose of the
study is to assess current conditions
and update recommendations for
future land uses and development for
the 5,000 acre study area.
Descriptions of the proposed change
can be found on the study website:
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/
dullessuburbancenter. The DSC
Advisory Group and County staff
encourage your attendance at this
meeting and welcome comments at
the meeting or by email at
DPZDullesSubCenter@Fairfaxcounty.gov.

MONDAY/MAY 15
Centreville Day Planning Session.

Bulletin Board

See Roundups,  Page 4
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See For Erin,  Page 11

By Bonnie Hobbs

H
ad she lived, Westfield High
grad Erin Peterson would
now be 28 years old. She
might be a wife or mother and

might be busy with a career. But her dreams,
and those of her parents for her, died April
16, 2007, in the massacre at Virginia Tech.

An honor student majoring in Interna-
tional Studies, Erin was an 18-year-old
freshman when a mentally troubled young
man took her life and those of 31 others.
Then last year, her father, Grafton, died of
a heart attack.

“Since Erin’s death, he’d been battling dif-
ferent things,” said his wife Celeste, of
Centreville’s Braddock Ridge community.
“You never forget it and you never recover.
Everything in your life is marked before Erin
died and after Erin died.”

Still, because they knew their daughter
would want them to, they carried on. They

established the
Erin Peterson
Fund to continue
Erin’s dedication
to education and
to helping those
less fortunate.
They also began an annual Gospel Celebra-
tion in her memory and to raise money for
the scholarships and grants given out by the
fund.

And on Saturday, April 29, the 10th An-
nual Erin Peterson Fund Celebration of Life
Gospel Concert was held at Mount Olive
Baptist Church in Centreville. The featured
entertainers were worship team Israel
Houghton and New Breed, and the church
was packed with Erin’s family, friends and
members of the community.

The event was free, but donations were
accepted for the Erin Peterson Fund (EPF).
Since its inception, it’s awarded more than

$183,000 in scholarships and grants to as-
piring college students. It continues fund-
ing the Young Men’s Leadership Group for
at-risk male students at Westfield High, plus
a new initiative; EPF Koats for Kids, which
provides new coats to local elementary stu-
dents in need. See
www.ErinPetersonFund.org.

Emcee Jacquie Gales Webb called Celeste
Peterson someone who “turned a tragedy
into a blessing for others.” Then Mount
Olive’s More and More Praise Liturgical
dancers performed before Peterson wel-
comed the crowd. “I’m truly humbled to see
you all here,” she said. “I’m just carrying
on the legacy that Erin, and now Grafton,
left.”

Saying that Erin left a “clear outline” of
what she wanted to do, Peterson said, “She
set the bar high, and I’m still trying to reach
that bar. Erin told me she wanted to work
for a nonprofit and, 10 years later, she’s still
very much alive through you all blessing
this fund — and I thank you.”

The coats initiative was inspired by Erin.
Peterson said her daughter was upset when
she saw children with no coats on waiting
at their school-bus stop on cold days. So
this year, the fund partnered with Stone
Middle School Principal Amielia Mitchell

Worship team Israel Houghton and New Breed sing Gospel songs. The More and More Praise Liturgical dancers.

A Gospel Tribute to Erin Peterson
Community holds 10th annual
celebration of her life.

The crowd gets into the spirit of the music.
Leonard Collins and Imani Carpenter re-
ceived Erin Peterson Fund scholarships. The Rev. Eugene Johnson

Erin Peterson

Celeste Peterson

and GRACE (Girls Reaching for Academic
and Cultural Excellence) and gave away 25
coats.

Peterson also introduced the two 2016
EPF scholarship recipients, Leonard Collins,
a GMU freshman, and Imani Carpenter, a
junior at VCU. And after offerings were
donated to the fund in Erin’s name, the Rev.
Eugene Johnson, pastor of Mount Olive,
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D
uring court proceedings on May 3, defen
dant Christie A. Edgar of Centreville plead
guilty to driving while intoxicated, with a

blood alcohol content of .26, in the Dec. 12, 2016
crash that injured Chief of Police Colonel Edwin C.
Roessler Jr. She was sentenced to 10 days in jail and
a $1,000 fine. Her driver’s license was also restricted
pending her successful completion of an alcohol edu-
cation program.

After the trial Roessler said, “Justice has prevailed.
I hope the defendant learns from the punishment

imposed.”
The chief was driving his unmarked police cruiser,

a 2017 Ford Explorer, southbound on Lee Highway
at around 8:40 p.m.

He stopped for a red traffic signal at Lee Highway
and Stone Road. Edgar’s Nissan SUV then rear-ended
his cruiser.

The chief immediately reported the crash to dis-
patchers, using the police radio in his cruiser. He
had minor injuries and was taken to Inova Fair Oaks
Hospital for evaluation and treatment.

Driver Sentenced in DWI

P
arishioners at Saint
Veronica’s Catholic
Church in Chantilly were

recently welcomed with new and
refurbished pews, new flooring—
including tile in the center aisle
and in the sanctuary — and a re-
painted church in the traditional
liturgical colors of blue and
terracotta.

And there’s more to come, in-
cluding a new altar, a baptismal
font, and other furnishings inside
the church. All renovations should
be completed by 2018.

The Rev. Dennis Kleinmann, pas-
tor of Saint Veronica Catholic
Church, says he is thrilled. “Al-
though we had a suitable church
before this, I think the enhance-
ments we’ve made does more to
one’s mind, heart and soul to the
glory of God which is what Mass
is all about,” he said.

St. Veronica was established in

St. Veronica’s center aisle tile work has been installed.

Newly replaced kneeler in
St. Veronica.

Church Gets New Look

June 1999 and celebrated its first
Mass in August of that year at
Community of Faith United Meth-
odist Church in Herndon. In 2004,
the church was built.

F
ive hundred participants
took part in Virginia Run
Elementary School’s 3rd

Annual Family Fun Color Run
on April 28 along with dozens
of parent and faculty volun-
teers. Participants walked or
ran through the Virginia Run
neighborhood where faculty
tossed colored corn starch,
turning everyone into a kalei-
doscope of color. Following the
run everyone enjoyed a snack,
free ice cream, and had fun bid-
ding on a silent auction. This
year the Color Run was raising
money for the school’s STEAM
(Science Technology Engineer-
ing Art Math) Program. More

PE yeacher, Mike Ginger, runs in VRES’s 3rd Annual Color Run.

Color Run Benefits STEAM

VRES teachers Michelle Calabro and Heidi Antoncic.

than $10,000 was raised plus just
under $3,000 in a 50/50 Raffle

that had took place simulta-
neously to the Color Run.
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Chantilly seeks individuals to volunteer for the following:
❖ Volunteer(s) to clean office and bathroom, Tuesday or

Thursday, either 8:30-9:30 a.m. or 2:30-4 a.m.
❖ Volunteer(s) to answer phones and schedule appoint-

ments, Tuesday and Thursday, 2 - 4:30 p.m. Requirements:
good phone skills, personable, able to conduct pantry tours.
Interview and completed application required.

❖ Volunteer(s) for Client Services Intake, Monday and
Friday, 9:45 a.m. - 1:45 p.m. Requirements: Spanish speaker

preferred, ability to work with clients, able to conduct pan-
try tours. Interview and completed application required.

❖ Volunteer for Food Pantry, bagging clients’ food choices,
Thursday, 10:45 a.m. - 2:15 p.m. Requirements: must be
able to stand for long periods of time and lift at least 25
pounds. Interview and completed application required.

See wfcmva.org/how-you-can-help/volunteer-program/

Food Donations for WFCM
Western Fairfax Christian Ministries’ food pantry needs

donations of 1-2 pound bags of rice; fruit juice; jelly; red,
white or black beans (can or bagged); canned vegetables
(no green beans of corn needed); macaroni and cheese;
can pasta; pasta sauce; and pasta (spaghetti, rotini, elbow,
etc.). Toiletries needed, which WFCM clients cannot pur-
chase with food stamps, include diapers, toothpaste, sham-
poo and solid deodorant. Bring all items to WFCM’S food
pantry’s new location at 4511 Daly Dr. Suite J, Chantilly
from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Mondays through Fridays.

Contact Terri Kelly at tkelly@wfcmva.org if willing to
coordinate a food drive.

From Page 2

Roundups
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www.foha.org

Adopt Volunteer Donate
The Treasure Hound

14508-D Lee Road,
Chantilly, VA

(Corner of Rt. 50 and Lee Rd.
One light West of Rt. 28)

703-263-9073

A No-Kill Shelter for Cats & Dogs

Variety
of Beautiful
Treasures

Great
Prices

Your Local
Upscale Resale Store
All Proceeds Benefit

Friends of
Homeless Animals

Learn About Adver� sing 
in the Connec� on

and Digital Op� ons!
Adver� sing in the Connec� onAdver� sing in the Connec� on

 and upcoming special sec� ons: and upcoming special sec� ons:

 connectionnewspapers.com/advertisingconnectionnewspapers.com/advertising

or call 703.778.9431

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

Celebrating
our 52nd

Anniversary

Castles & Manors Of Ireland Nov. 4-11.........................................................................$2799
Includes Air from Dulles,  6 Nights Accommodations Daily Breakfast & Dinner,  Daily
Sightseeing,Welcome Tea/Scones,  Whiskey tasting Call for Itinerary.

Vince Gill & Amy Grant  Christmas Show In Nashville!! Nov. 28 – Dec. 2...............$1255
Includes Motrorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 4 Nights Hotel, Daily Breakfast, 3 Dinners,
1 Lunch, Daily Sightseeing,  Reserved Prime Seating for Christmas Show, Backstage tour of
Grand Ole Opry – Call for Detailed Itinerary RESERVE  EARLY!

Canada/New England Cruise From Baltimore, Sept.  21-30 ...................... $674 Plus Taxes
Includes 9 nights cruise on Royal Caribbean’s Grandeur of the Seas, With All Meals &
Entertainment.   Transfers to Baltimore Pier will be offered From Vienna & Rockville

News

Annual Plant Sale
Centreville Garden Club’s current president, Donna Heid (left center) and past
president, Cathy Sly (right center) are surrounded by club members at their annual
plant sale outside of the Centreville Giant Food store on May 6. Club members
shared their plant knowledge and sold the plants they grew. Proceeds maintain
planter boxes at Sully Governmental Center, Centreville Regional Library and other
civic projects. This is the 10th anniversary of the club’s founding in 2007. Meetings
are the third Monday, September – May, at the Sully Governmental Center at 7 p.m.
Learn more at centrevillegardenclub.blogspot.com.

Fly Ladybugs, Fly
Students at Chesterbrook Academy Preschool in Centreville explored a bug’s life in
celebration of Earth Day on April 21 as they released 6,000 ladybugs throughout
the schoolyard and back into the environment on plants, flowers and trees. Stu-
dents dressed for the occasion in the likeness of ladybugs, wearing ladybug hats.
Students also created bird houses with their families and displayed them in a tree
on Chesterbrook Academy’s campus during the event. Leading up to Earth Day,
students learned that ladybugs serve as a natural pesticide by feeding on insects
that could otherwise harm the health of gardens, trees and shrubs.
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Bulletin Board

From Page 2

7-9 p.m. at the Sully District
Government Center, 4900 Stonecroft
Blvd. Volunteers needed for the
Planning Committee to plan the 25th
anniversary of Centreville Day on
Saturday, Oct. 21, in Centreville’s
Historic Park. Visit
www.historiccentrevilleva.org.

TUESDAY/MAY 16
Medicare 101. 7-8:30 p.m. at

Centreville Regional Library, 14200

Saint Germain Drive, Centreville.
Find out more at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/
olderadultservices/vicap.htm or call
703-324-5851, TTY 711.

MONDAY/MAY 22
Community Emergency Response

Team. Various times at 4600 West
Ox Road, Fairfax. There are two
sessions each week on Mondays and
Wednesdays that run until June 21.
The training prepares residents to
help themselves, their families and

neighbors in the event of a disaster in
their community. Ages 16 and older.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fr/cert.

MONDAY/MAY 23
Free Financial Counseling. 6-7:15

p.m. at Chantilly Computer Learning
Center, 4101 Elmwood St., Chantilly.
Certified financial planners will
provide 45-60 minutes of free
confidential financial counseling.
Email Ldiaz@wfcmva.org or call 703-
988-9656.
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Opinion

By Dave Marsden

State Senator (D-37)

V
irginia has a
troubling his-
tory of disen-
f r a n c h i s i n g

voters based on criminal
convictions and failing to
restore those rights when disenfranchised citi-
zens have completed their sentences. In the
recently completed 2017 session of the Gen-
eral Assembly, Republican Sen. Tommy
Norment introduced a constitutional amend-
ment (SJ 223) that would have allowed for

the restoration of voting
rights for violent felons
(which includes burglary
and certain drug offenses)

after release from prison, a five-year waiting
period, and the payment of all fines, fees, and
restitution. Democratic opposition argued that
these unpaid monies constituted a modern
version of the poll tax.
Though poll tax laws are no longer on the
books, Virginia has one of the nation’s most
extreme policies restricting the voting rights
of criminal offenders and one of the most ra-
cially disproportionate, with more than one in
five black adults barred from voting due to a
criminal conviction.

As Sen. Norment presented this amendment
on the floor of the Senate, an interesting de-
bate broke out in the chamber recalling the
1901-02 Virginia Constitution. GOP lawmak-
ers argued, accurately, that the 1901-02 Con-
stitution had the same felony disenfranchise-
ment requirements that existed before the Civil
War. What escaped Republican notice was that
in 1876 petit larceny — minor property theft
— was added to the constitution as a disen-

franchising offense. The purpose was to en-
trap landless and impoverished African Ameri-
cans who were caught stealing small items such
as farm animals, including chickens. The 1876
amendment mirrored the notorious “pig laws”
passed in Mississippi that same year. Virginia
justified its new law under the generally held
concept that “chicken stealers were so poor that
they could not support their families, lacked
moral character, and as they lacked economic
citizenship they were underserving of politi-
cal citizenship.” Though felony disenfranchise-
ment had been the tradition, petit larceny was
slipped into the constitution in 1876 as a means
to specifically disenfranchise African Ameri-
cans.

That some whites would be caught up in this
disenfranchisement was an acceptable tradeoff,
as African Americans were already in prison
at five times the number of whites. Anyway,
whites with criminal convictions could apply
for gubernatorial restorations of voting rights;
governors generally refused such restorations
for African American applicants.

The Republican argument had been that
felony disenfranchisement in the 1838 Consti-
tution, which predated the Civil War, proved
that it was a race-neutral concept because this
constitutional provision was included when
only whites were allowed to vote. However,
the clear attempt at disenfranchisement by
petit larceny made clear that their assertion
was inadvertently disingenuous. In the 1889
gubernatorial race, lists of police records were
sent to precinct polling officials to be used in
excluding black voters.

The following is excerpted from the Wash-
ington Bee, a newspaper at the time (1889):

[I]t is enlightening that in the 3rd Precinct
over 600 blacks waited in a “blacks only” vot-
ing line and 900 blacks waited in line in the

4th Precinct. Voter intimidation ensued as men
who were self-identified Republicans and
blacks were met with challenges such as “I
believe you have been convicted of stealing.”
Even when denied, the charge led to being
taken out of line and arrested for “impudence”
if an argument ensued. Black voters were que-
ried on the constitution for 20-25 minutes to
slow the lines. Lists of black voter police
records were on hand to deny voting. They
were mailed to registrars. Voters were delayed
for hours as they inched forward in the lines
and many could no longer wait and went
home.

The “whites only” line, it was reported,
moved smoothly.

Virginia has a long pattern of using criminal
conviction as a means of disenfranchising Af-
rican Americans. Petit larceny was in our con-
stitution in 1876, continued in the 1902 con-
stitution, until removed in the 1971 version. It
was added to exclude African Americans from
voting. There are undoubtedly Virginians alive
today who had lost the right to vote because
of a conviction for petit larceny. Our prison
system still has five times as many African
Americans incarcerated as whites. We do not
need a constitutional amendment that compli-
cates who can and cannot vote in our com-
monwealth. The rule should be simple: regard-
less of your offense, if you are in prison you
cannot vote; if you are out of prison you are
entitled to vote. This standard would be con-
sistent with the majority of other states.
Virginia’s history with voting rights is simply
too troubling to put forth a new constitutional
amendment that will continue to disadvantage
African Americans.

Special thanks to Professor Pippa Holloway of
Middle Tennessee State University, and Helen Gibson
of the Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service whose
source material was used for this article.

Troubled History of Voter Disenfranchisement

Commentary

Bill Collier

Chairman, Public Safety and

Heroism Committee

M
aster Police Officer Rich-
ard McEachin has distin-
guished himself by the

sustained superior performance of
duty while serving in Fairfax County
Police Department’s Traffic Safety
Section. He consistently performs his
myriad of duties and responsibilities
with efficiency and enthusiasm set-
ting  the example for his fellow Po-
lice Officers.
His primary responsibility is the  co-
ordination, execution and follow
through with the coordination for the
fluid Virginia and Fairfax County De-
partments of Transportation con-
struction and paving efforts. Master Police
Officer McEachin also  represents the Fairfax
County Police Department at several state
level  regional traffic safety meetings result-
ing in achieving quick clearance of  high-
way incidents. Master Police Officer
McEachin’s performance of duty is  a credit

to the Law Enforcement Profession, the
Fairfax County Police Department and him-
self.

He is awarded the Col. William Grayson
Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution’s Law Enforcement Commenda-
tion Award.

SAR Chapter Honors Police Officer

Bill Collier, of the Col. William Grayson
Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution, with Master Police Officer
McEachin.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Contact Volunteer Solutions at 703-324-5406,

VolunteerSolutions@fairfaxcounty.gov or
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/olderadultservices/
volunteer-solutions.htm.

❖ The Little River Glen Senior Center in Fairfax
needs instructors for the following classes: Qigong,
Art, Basic Language, Group Fitness, Computer Lab
Assistant and ASL. They also need volunteers willing
to become Certified Stay Active & Independent for
Life (SAIL) Fitness Instructors. Free training
provided.

❖ The Sully Senior Center in Centreville is
looking for the following instructors: Knitting/
Crochet, Charcoal Drawing, Zumba Gold, Yoga,
Silver Sneakers, Chair Aerobics, and a Personal
Trainer.

❖ The Mott Community Center Senior Program
in Fairfax is looking for a volunteer Tai Chi
Instructor.

SUPPORT GROUP
Telephone Support Group for Family

Caregivers of Older Adults. 7 p.m. every second
Tuesday of the month. This telephone support group
is designed to help caregivers of older adults share
experiences, gain support and get important
information without having to travel. These are one-
hour free sessions. Find out more and register at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/olderadultservices/ and
click on Caregiver Telephone Support Group.

Fair Oaks Parkinson’s Support Group for people
living with Parkinson’s disease, caregivers and
family, meets on the fourth Saturday monthly, 10
a.m.-noon at Sunrise at Fair Oaks, 3750 Joseph
Siewick Drive, Fairfax. Call 703-378-7221 or visit
www.fairoaksparkinsons.com for more.
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By Bonnie Hobbs

G
et ready to clap your hands and
tap your toes — it’s almost time
for Chantilly High’s 31st annual
Jazz & Pizzazz. It’s set to burst

upon the stage Thursday-Saturday, May 18,
19 and 20, at 7 p.m. in the school theater.

This high-energy, music extravaganza fea-
tures songs by the Chantilly ShowStoppers
and tunes by the Chantilly Jazz. Tickets are
$12 at the door or via
www.chantillychoral.org. And for the first
time, it’s not on Memorial Day weekend.

“We work so hard all year that the kids
deserve to get away and spend time with
their parents on that weekend,” said Cho-
ral Director Evan Ayars. “And with the date
change, hopefully more of the audience can
attend.”

The ShowStoppers will perform songs
from their fall concert and competition set,
as well as some new numbers just for this

show. “We’re doing some ’90s pop, plus
some standards like ‘Besame Mucho,’ which
has a Latin Flair,” said Ayars. “But there’s
also Michael Jackson, so we’re all over the

place.”
The songs include “Sing, Sing, Sing,” a

big-band number, plus “Ease on Down the
Road” and “Everybody Rejoice,” both from

the hit musical, “The Wiz.” There’s also a
Beach Boys medley, as well as some num-
bers sung by all boys or all girls. One of the
boys-only songs is “Born to Be Wild,” while
the girls-only songs include “I Drove All
Night” and “Holding Out for a Hero.”

“All different time periods and genres are
represented, so it should be a great show,”
said Ayars. “Afterward, people always com-
pliment me on the shows, but I’m not the
one performing. So our success really speaks
to the talent of the students. I have ideas,
but they’re the ones who bring them to frui-
tion. I’m just happy they get this opportu-
nity to perform and shine.”

Calling Jazz & Pizzazz a “great tradition”
at Chantilly, he said, “The audience will get
to hear a wide variety of music, both sung
and performed by the Chantilly Jazz. And
they’ll love the positivity and high level of
enthusiasm coming from the students.”

Chantilly Jazz Director Chris Riechers said
his musicians will play a mix of songs
they’ve worked on all year, plus five that
are brand new for this show. They started
rehearsing at the end of March.

“My goal has been to create as realistic
an experience for the kids as I can,” he said.

Singing and Dancing Extravaganza
Chantilly High
presents 31st annual
Jazz & Pizzazz.

News

Photo by Bonnie Hobbs

The Chantilly Jazz performs during last year’s event.

See Chantilly,  Page 10
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By Tim Peterson

F
airfax Station resident and co-chair
of the 45th annual Clifton Homes
Tour Kay Gilbert said she likes see-
ing how, year after year, people

come back to the tour “with an interest in
how other people live.

“But my greatest satisfaction,” Gilbert
continued, “the reason we do it, is so we
can give back to our community.”

For the last four decades, the Clifton Com-
munity Women’s Club has convinced local
residents to open their homes and personal
collections to strangers, all in the name of
indulging curiosities and raising money.

This year, the club hopes to bring in close
to $20,000 that will go to supporting four
$2,000 scholarships as well as area food
banks, the Lamb Center in Fairfax,
Centreville Fire Department and Fairfax
Station Railroad Museum.

Each year, more than a dozen northern
Virginia charities benefit from homes tour
proceeds contributions.

“It’s difficult to get people to open their
homes,” Gilbert said. “I’m very proud of
what we do.”

Gilbert said around 50 people will be vol-
unteering on Thursday, May 18, to help the
tour go. That includes members of the Do-
minion Valley Garden Club, Rocky Run Gar-
den Club and The Garden Club of Fairfax,
who are providing flowers and or hostesses
for the tour.

In addition to the open homes, the Primi-
tive Baptist Church in Clifton, dating to
1871, will also be open to those participat-
ing in the tour. A silent auction and mar-
ketplace will be taking place during tour
hours and on until 5 p.m. at the Clifton Pres-
byterian Church.

Of the three homes on the tour this year,
two will be accessible with parking in town.
A shuttle will transport participants to and
from the Atwell home.

When and Where
The 45th annual Clifton Homes Tour will

take place Thursday, May 18 from 9:30 a.m.
until 4 p.m. The silent auction and market-
place are scheduled for 9:30-5 p.m. at the
Clifton Presbyterian Church, located at
12748 Richards Lane in Clifton. Tickets for
the tour are $25 in advance, and available
at the website www.cliftonwc.org or several

stores in Clifton, Burke, Centreville and
Fairfax. The full list of ticket locations is
available online. Tickets can also be pur-
chased on the day of the tour at the church
or the homes themselves.

Full home descriptions are courtesy of the Clifton
Community Women’s Club Homes Tour.

The Atwell Home,
Clifton

Welcome to the home of the Atwells: a profes-
sional couple with young children, who enjoy all
the advantages of small town Clifton and the his-
toric surrounding area. The captivating
photographs of their boys throughout the home
were all taken in downtown Clifton. The dining
room’s tall, black, glass-fronted cabinet and china
cabinet are only some of the many antique pieces
collected from Fairfax and Loudoun counties, or
from their family.

This striking residence was first built by an En-
glish couple and has a spacious entry foyer and
wide staircase reminiscent of a country estate. It
was designed as a modern-day version of the 18th-
century miller’s house at historic Robey’s Mill, a
double story porch residence still standing on
Popes Head Road.

Tucked into a hillside high above town, the
Atwell residence stands an impressive three stories
high with two front porches overlooking a pictur-
esque ravine, whose tall trees provide natural
privacy from the street. Landscaping this ravine
was the first priority when they moved into the
home. The porches, spanning the full length
of the house, were designed to provide cool
spots for relaxing outdoors and enjoying the
lush views. The lower-level family room,
with a large stone fireplace and plenty of
space for family activities, also opens to an
inviting stone-floored porch.

The kitchen and living room are flooded
with light from windows giving three expo-
sures to the outside, as is the vaulted
sunroom/eating area. Walk out to the pri-
vate back yard and large stone patio with a
heated spa. It’s easy to see how enjoyable it
would be to look up at the stars in this com-
fortable space, while listening to the
serenading of the local creatures that gave
their name to this Frogs Hill area of Clifton.

The homeowners’ excellent use of color is
evident throughout the house and there are
many personal touches, such as the saltwa-
ter marsh scene above the fireplace: a
reminder of tidal areas Mr. Atwell enjoyed
growing up in Florida. The vivid blue cabinet in the
kitchen reveals Mrs. Atwell’s grandmother’s china.
The use of blue is carried throughout the house.
Many meaningful items and décor, combined with
the quality craftsmanship of the dwelling, have cre-
ated a truly unique, inviting and warm family
home.

The Spikes Home,
Fairfax Station

Suzanne Spikes and her husband Mike Burns
pondered the style of home he would design for
them. Suzanne was a great fan of the actress Vivien
Leigh, the star of “Gone with the Wind,” and so
Mike drew up plans for a house reminiscent of
Ashley Wilkes’ “Twelve Oaks.” It was constructed
in 1999. Its tall creamy columns, matching painted
brick and setting nestled into a grove of tall trees
harken back to that antebellum home.

The entrance foyer sets the stage with its grand
central staircase, arched openings, architectural
niches, columns, finely detailed moldings and crys-
tal chandelier. The living room continues these
themes, adding elegant European-style furnishings
and elaborate draperies. And whose portrait looks
on haughtily from above the mantel? Why, Scarlett
O’Hara’s, of course. Look for more tributes to
Scarlett in the large dining room, especially in
Suzanne’s music box collection. And while the
draperies are red, not green, the style recalls those
Scarlett turned into a dress to try to impress Rhett.

One of Suzanne’s talents is in creating exquisite
dolls. You will find these throughout the house,
including in the glass case in her sitting room. Also
in this room, note the unusual large quilt hanging
above the back staircase. It is from Afghanistan: a
gift from a friend and a sentimental reminder of her
grandfather’s poignant history there.

Suzanne is active in social and political causes,
and the size and flow of her home allow her to host
large events. The lower level is another great area
for these gatherings. There is a huge horseshoe-
shaped custom bar with a fireplace built into it,
topped by rare multi-hued granite quarried in the
Amazon basin.

Above the bar is a glass cupboard holding a
“Flapper” doll and others, which Suzanne painstak-
ingly and expertly created.

The Andreotta Home,
Clifton

The House
The Andreottas designed their handsome

11,000-square-foot four story Colonial home 17
years ago for their family of eight. The home em-
bodies love of family, service to country and a
career which spanned the globe.

As you enter the foyer, you will admire the
graceful staircase, rich moldings and Persian rugs.
The dining room glows under an exquisite
Waterford chandelier. Val and Mark have both se-
lected decorative and artistic pieces from around
the world. There is a special Russian demitasse set
which was a gift to Mark for work he did there. The
Lladros were gifts which he brought home to Val
when his career took him far away as she kept the
home fires burning. More finds are on display in
the living room, including an Egyptian hookah
pipe, Thai vases, a Prague puppet, Faberge eggs
from South America and Greece, and a rare Rus-
sian icon. A lovely family portrait adorns the
mantel.

Mark’s paneled study has mementos from his
West Point days, side by side with “Dream Team”
basketball memorabilia. His personal balcony, the
“Cigar Room,” is the only space he takes credit for
designing. The family room showcases Native

American artifacts along with charming portraits of
each of the children. Val’s apple-green kitchen and
adjoining multi-function room are command cen-
tral for the family. Val has a vast framed collection
of spoons from cities around the world (about 650
at last count) and they have been to every city rep-
resented.

Upstairs are the lovely family bedrooms where
Mark and Val keep the hobbies and accomplish-
ments of their grown children on display. A
recently redesigned bedroom is a delight. With the
sixth grandchild just a couple of months old and
two more due this year, Val designed a new nurs-
ery. It has a Disney theme with wall paintings by a
local artist, Fran Rauch, assisted by George Mason
University art students. Each new grandchild’s
name and date of birth is set in a star. The adjoin-
ing bathroom is themed “Under the Sea.”

The lowest level has a gym and a large rec room
complete with Australian sports memorabilia, pro-
jection screen TV, pool table, foosball, official
Titans football stadium seats (son Joey’s favorite
team), an 1800’s player piano and a bar. Outside
enjoy the beautiful pool, hot tub, built-in grill,
smoker and multi-level deck, the perfect spot for
generations of this family to gather.

The RV and Garage
This is 52 feet of rolling comfort and high-

tech gadgetry. It is a 485hp Volvo tractor
trailer with 12-speed transmission. At a
height of 13’ 4 1/2”, it just clears all inter-
state overpasses. Mark and Val Andreotta
purchased it in 2009, and there are fewer
than 10 like it in the United States. Mark had
to go to school for six months to get a com-
mercial license just to be able to drive it.

In the lingo of RV’ers, this is a “double
slide-out.”

When it is parked, the push of a button
causes one side to move out, enlarging the interior,
and another bumps out the rear of the master bed-
room. One pull raises and lowers custom shades
which let in the light and air but prohibit a view
from the outside-in.

Another button transforms the outside by open-
ing an awning, dropping down a big grill and
accessing a large refrigerator/freezer and a flat
screen TV. Val designed the spacious interior with
plush leather seating in the salon and every crea-
ture comfort.

There is space to sleep eight. The loft sleeping
area was designed with grandchildren in mind,
who will enjoy this cozy hideaway with built-in TV
and video games. The tile floors are heated, the
shower stall has an etched glass design, and the
master bedroom has a Sleep Number bed.

The Andreottas built the ultimate man cave ga-
rage to house the RV.

For this motorcycle enthusiast, an RV adventure
is not complete without plenty of Harley Davidson
motorcycle and three-wheeler “toys.” There is the
trailer which hooks up to the RV and can hold two
cars — a hydraulic lift raises the first one to fit the
second under it — plus a golf cart and two motor-
cycles.

Val made sure that the garage exterior would
complement the style of the house.

As you walk along the driveway on your way to
the house, look back at the garage and you will see
that it has an attractive Colonial facade and chim-
ney.

Clifton Homes Tour enters 45th year.Living it Up

Photo courtesy of Ginny Ax

The Atwell Home

Photo courtesy of Ginny Ax

The Spikes Home

Photo courtesy of Ginny Ax

The Andreotta Home

Photo courtesy of Kay Gilbert

The Andreotta’s “double slide-
out” RV, also part of the
Clifton Homes Tour.
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By Marilyn Campbell

W
hen an Old Town Alexandria
couple decided to remodel their
master bedroom suite, they

wanted to pay particular attention to the
room’s two walk-in closets. Designer Gene
Delgado of Hopkins & Porter Construction,
Inc., in Potomac, Md. was tasked with over-
hauling the spaces to give the couple the
maximum amount of storage for their cloth-
ing and accessories.

“We ordered a storage system from
Poliform, an Italian luxury modern furni-
ture brand, that does exquisite closet sys-
tems,” said Delgado. “The closet spaces are
very modern with lots of built-in lighting.
Because of the angled ceilings … we are
designing a cabinet for shoe storage and
some shelving for purses and luggage. I’m
doing a chandelier for the wife’s closet to
make it warmer and more feminine.”

With available accessories ranging from
elaborate lighting to luxury seating areas,
there’s no need to settle for a closet that

looks like a cross between and a laundry
room and a landfill. When it comes to walk-
in closets, the options for creating a dream
space are plentiful say designers.

“Closets are no longer utilitarian spaces
for your clothes. People want their closets
to be beautiful,” said Delgado. “The trend
is that they are bigger, more beautiful and
more luxurious. Those with large spaces can
have everything from coffee makers to seat-
ing areas.”

When beginning the design of a closet
space, Julia Walter, showroom manager at
Italian design firm Boffi, advises clients to
make an inventory list of items that will go
inside such as long-hanging clothing fold-
able clothing and shoes.

“What plays into the inventory list is how
the client prefers to use their closets,” she
said. “For example, do they mostly hang or
do they fold clothes. It’s helpful to see what
the client’s closet looks like currently [and]
works and what doesn’t.”

A combination of small and large draw-
ers is important for the different items to
store, says Walter. For example, small draw-
ers can hold items like jewelry, underwear
and socks while larger drawers can hold
items like scarves or exercise clothes.”

“I like to use the upper most shelves in
closets for bulky storage like luggage, hat

Walk-In Closet Design Ideas
From chandeliers to
luxury seating, the
option are plentiful.

cases [and] for items that are either not
used too much or are seasonal,” said Walter.
“Open shelves are great for display of shoes
and handbags.”

Invest in a full-length mirror and install
it behind the door or on an open space that
won’t take away from storage, advises Allie
Mann, designer, senior interiors specialist
with Case Design/Remodeling, Inc.

“Use every inch of a closet space for stor-
age. There may be small niches that are
perfect for scarves, handbags [and] belts,”
she said. “Build in shoe shelving if possible.
Keeping shoes off the floor gives a more
organized look to the space. If you want to
keep shoe boxes, be sure to label them with
photos of the shoes inside so you don’t have
to open every box to find the pair you’re
looking for.”

For those with a generous budget, Inte-
rior Designer Todd Martz, co-owner of
Home on Cameron in Old Town Alexandria
advises investing in a lighting system for
viewing clothing and distinguishing colors.

“Add pullout shelves and rods to organize
outfits. [Add] drawers with glass inserts to
see contents,” he said. “Group accessories
[like] belts and purses by color for easy ac-
cess.”

Accessories that Walter recommends add-
ing to a walk-in closet include belt hang-

Photo Angie Seckinger/Boffi Georgetown

Open shelving for storing shoes
and handbags are among the
features that designer Julia Walter
recommends for walk-in closets.

ers, tie hangers, jewelry drawers and safes.
“If space allows, a center island is a great
feature for getting dressed and showcasing
certain items,” she said. “Before a night out,
[for example] a gown and shoes can be dis-
played.”

Home LifeStyle
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“Because, often, as a professional, you show up to a
gig, are handed the music and don’t have a lot of
time to rehearse.”

Their program will feature songs such as Duke
Ellington’s “Cottontail,” a classic, swing chart; “Hay
Burner,” a traditional swing number originally played
by Count Basie’s band; an arrangement of “Black-
bird” by the Beatles; and “Tank!” the theme song
from an anime TV series, “Cowboy Bebop.” They’ll
also play “Ran Kan Kan,” a Latin tune similar to a
mambo by Tito Puente, and “Street Music,” a funk
tune with a jazzy, street beat.”

Soloists will include Cory Carter, tenor sax, in “Cot-
tontail;” Munis Thahir, tenor sax, and Thomas Allain,
keyboards, in “Street Music;” Abby Rothschild,
flugelhorn, in “Blackbird;” and Jeremy Rechner, alto
sax, in “Tank!” And the rhythm section as a whole
will be highlighted in “Ran Kan Kan.”

“To say these kids in Chantilly Jazz are eager to
learn is an understatement,” said Riechers. “They’re
picking up everything and listening to jazz music to
further their studies. It’s an incredibly mature group,
willing to do anything I ask of them and to try new
things; they put themselves out on a limb.”

He said they’re also “genuinely excited for each
other and very supportive. When one person is solo-
ing, the others are intently listening and enjoying
what they hear. And when performing together, they
read what the others are playing and react to it to
create fresh, new ideas. They’re truly carrying on
musical conversations with each other.”

Basically, said Riechers, “This group has so much
fun when they play and enjoys making music to-
gether so much that it’s contagious. The audience
can’t help but be excited along with them. And since
I’m in my first year at Chantilly and know how much
work goes into this show, I’m excited to see it all
come together.”

The students are looking forward to it, too. Se-
nior Claire Craig, a ShowStoppers soprano, will be

in her fourth Jazz & Pizzazz. She’s a huge Beach Boys
fan, so the songs she likes best, “Fun, Fun, Fun” and
“I Get Around,” are in the Beach Boys medley. “The
dance is really fun and it’s our audience-participa-
tion number, so I’m excited for that,” she said.

“I really like to perform, and this show combines
my two favorite things, singing and dancing; I’m also
on the dance team here,” continued Craig. “It’s cool
to be part of something where we all share a com-
mon interest. But everyone has their own interests,
too, so it’s really special. And if not for Jazz & Piz-
zazz, I might not have met some of these people.”

Senior Jadyn Belmo, a bass, is singing in his sec-
ond Jazz & Pizzazz. “My best friend was in the choir
and she told me how much fun this was,” he said.
“And I used to watch them perform and wanted to be
up on that stage, too. I like the energy everyone gives;
we’re all positive and happy to be in the choir. I love
dancing, too, so getting to do both is amazing.”

His favorite number is “Black or White” because
“It’s Michael Jackson and is such a change from the
rest of the dances we’re doing. It’s hip-hop, and that’s
where my dancing started. The audience will love
our energy during the show and our different facial
expressions for each song. They’ll also like getting
on stage with us for the audience-participation num-
ber, and we have really great solo numbers, too.”

Classmate Brandon Morris, a tenor, said they’ve
been practicing since the beginning of the year, plus
twice a week after school to learn the choreography.
He especially likes the all-boys, “Glee” mashup of
“Bye, Bye, Bye” and “I Want it That Way” by In Sync
and the Backstreet Boys, respectively. “It’s so much
fun to perform and it comes from a TV show I used
to watch,” he said.

This will mark his fourth year in Jazz & Pizzazz,
and he’s thrilled to be in it. “Show choir is different
from a regular choir because we give emotion to the
songs with the choreography,” said Morris. The best
part of this event, he said, is “pulling off what we’ve
been working on for so long, showing what we’ve
accomplished and putting it all together in this show.”

Chantilly Offers Jazz & Pizzazz
Photo by Bonnie Hobbs

The Chantilly ShowStoppers sing “Man, I Feel Like a Woman,” during last year’s show.
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By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Is the nickname I gave Andrew, one of our
male cats. It’s because he’s a bit portly, like his
father, yours truly. However, Andrew’s nick-
name is not the impetus for this particular col-
umn. The impetus for this column is my ten-
dency, as the primary (almost exclusive) buyer
of miscellaneous household goods and to a
lesser extent, services, to buy in bulk/quantity,
not necessarily quality; although that’s a subject
of a long-ago column and perhaps a future one
as well — dare I cross that Rubicon again, and
one that has earned me this identical nickname
to Andrew.

As a cancer patient originally diagnosed as
“terminal” — at age 54 and a half, eight-plus
years ago, time becomes an integral/essential
part of your life; what there is of it presently,
what you have been told you have left of it and
what you — in your wildest dreams, every day
and every night, hope you actually get to do:
live a relatively “normal” life expectancy.

Even though life has gone on years past my
original “13-month to two-year” prognosis, I
still struggle with the emotional yin and yang of
whether I’m closer to the end or further from
the beginning (date of diagnosis). And is so
struggling, everyday decisions that might have a
time element/time-sensitivity to them are com-
plicated. Is it necessary to do it/buy it/obligate
myself to it now when the benefit might be
later? A later I might never see? If I’m trying to
enjoy life in the present as much as possible to
fend off the inevitable and relentless stress that
a “terminal” cancer diagnosis imposes, then
how does a future benefit help me now?

As a few examples and finally to the point of
this column: buying in bulk. 240 dryer sheets
— for two adults, one of whom works at home
and doesn’t exactly get dressed for it; 90 tall
kitchen trash bags — we use one bag a week,
and that includes bagging the cat litter for five
indoor cats; paper towels — enough quantity
that we could likely wrap them around our
entire house if we had to; toilet paper — is sac-
rosanct, one can never have enough in stock;
and tissues/Kleenex — given how frequently
my eight-years-of-post-chemotherapy nose
runs — constantly, is also sacrosanct (although I
can always use toilet paper, paper napkins or
paper towels in the pinch; not exactly the same
pinch as if the toilet paper inventory runs out,
however). Naturally, these items are all non-
perishable so their life expectancy is not a con-
sideration. But since mine is, sometimes I think
I need to buy them or else, because when I do
need them it will be too late.

As for perishables, obviously it makes little
sense to overbuy (expiration dates notwith-
standing, except mine). I can’t eat all the food
quickly enough anyway (another point of con-
tention from a previous column), although I
may try. But even I know, in my cancer-
induced haze, that spending money now on an
unpredictable future though penny-wise and
beneficial in some emotional ways, might be
pound-foolish. I need to feel good today -
period, not feel good today about something I
might benefit from tomorrow. I mean, how
else am I even going to get to tomorrow? Don’t
I need to filter out potentially harmful/debili-
tating mental and physical images/impacts and
try to live as unencumbered as possible (to
invoke one of my deceased father’s favorite
words)? Cancer is already an uphill battle. If I
don’t want to live the legendary life of Sisyphus,
pushing a figurative rock up a hill, only to have
it fall back down time and again, I need to find
a way/strategy to both manage my budget and
control my mind. Obviously, I want to live like I
have a future, but not at the expense of my
present. You can call me “Bulky Boy” all you
want, but “crazy-kookie” not so much.

“Bulky Boy”Business Directory
To Advertise Your Business, Call Karen at 703-778-9422
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Good is not 
good, where 

better is 
expected.

-Thomas Fuller

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst mis-

takes that can be made in his subject 
and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg
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For Erin
blessed them. “I pray God that what has

been given tonight will be multiplied so it
can accomplish what it needs to do.”

In addition, Peterson told the attendees
how much their support meant to her. Said
Peterson: “When times were tough, this
community, my family, my church and all
of you never allowed me to hit the ground.”

The following incidents were reported by the Sully
District Police Station.

COMMERCIAL ARMED ROBBERY: 14200
block of Centreville Square (America Cash Ad-
vance). May 5, 6:08 p.m. A man entered the
business, threatened an employee and demanded
money. The employee handed over an undisclosed
amount of cash and was not injured. The suspect
exited the store and left the area on foot. He was
described as Hispanic or Middle Eastern, about 30
years old. He was about 5 feet 7 inches tall and
around 180 pounds, with some facial hair. He was
wearing a gray, “safari” style hat, a gray hooded
sweatshirt, a dark jacket, dark pants and dark
shoes.

ROBBERY: Centrewood Drive/Machen Road,
May 3 around 10 a.m. A woman walking with her
infant was approached by two men who snatched
and damaged her phone, then fled. The victim and
her child did not require medical attention.

PEEPING: 6200 block of Ridge Pond Road,
April 27 around 10:25 p.m. Officers responded to
a home for a report of a peeping. A woman entered
her apartment and observed a man standing out-
side on her patio. She confronted him and he fled
on foot. Officers checked the area, but did not lo-
cate the suspect.

SKIMMING DEVICE: 6300 Block of Multiplex
Dr. (Exxon) April 26, 10:55 a.m. BB&T Bank, Card
Fraud Monitoring Division detected irregularities
at the gas station. They requested that a compli-
ance officer from the Virginia Office of Weights and
Measures inspect the pumps. The compliance of-
ficer located what he believed to be a skimming
device attached to one pump. The device was col-
lected as evidence and the investigation is ongoing.

MAY 8 — LARCENIES
14700 block of Bonnet Terrace, laptop computer

and purse from vehicle
14500 block of Creek Branch Court, laptop com-

puter from vehicle
14900 block of Rydell Road, wallet from vehicle
4900 block of Stonecroft Boulevard, cell phone

from business
14000 block of Walney Village Court, cell phone

from business
MAY 8 — STOLEN VEHICLES
6300 block of James Harris Way, 2013 Kia Op-

tima
MAY 5 — LARCENIES
14900 block of Rydell Road, wallet from vehicle
MAY 4 — LARCENIES
4900 block of Marshall Crown Road, cell phone

from residence
MAY 2 — LARCENIES
4400 block of Henninger Court, tools from con-

struction site
14700 block of Wycombe Street, backpack from

residence
MAY 2 — STOLEN VEHICLES
5100 block of Woodfield Drive, BMW 325xi
MAY 1 — LARCENIES
13600 block of Bent Tree Circle, belt from resi-

dence
14300 block of Chantilly Crossing Lane, mer-

chandise from business
6100 block of Hidden Canyon Road, cash from

vehicle
6200 block of Hidden Canyon Road, sunglasses

from vehicle
6200 block of Point Court, watch from vehicle
4900 block of Stonecroft Boulevard, wallet from

residence
APRIL 28 — LARCENIES
6000 block of Centreville Crest Lane, credit card

from business
APRIL 27 — LARCENIES
14000 block of Lotus Lane, cash from business

Crime Report
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Entertainment

Submit entertainment announcements
at ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar.
Photos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
Baby Toddler Sign Classes. 10-

11:30 a.m. Fridays in May at the
NOVA Natural Birth Center, 4200
Technology Court, Suite A, Chantilly.
Lisa Carlson of Toddler Signs has
ways to teach a baby or toddler to
how to express themselves with
signing months before they can in
words. Cost is $60 for all four classes
or $20 each. Classes will be taught
again in June. Visit
www.novabirthcenter.com for more.

Art Guild of Clifton Exhibit. 10
a.m.-8 p.m. at Clifton Wine Shop,
7145 Main St., Clifton. Includes oil
paintings of European settings;
doors, windows, and flower shops.
Free. Call 703-409-0919 for more.

Carolina Shag Dance. Wednesdays,
6:30-10 p.m. at Arlington/Fairfax
Elks Lodge, 8421 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax. Free lessons at 7:30 p.m.; no
partners needed; dinner menu at
6:45 p.m. Tickets are $8. Visit
www.nvshag.org for more.

Open Rehearsal. Wednesdays, 7:30
p.m. at Lord of Life church, 13421
Twin Lakes Drive, Centreville. The
Fairfax Jubil-Aires barbershop chorus
invites men of all ages who enjoy
singing. Free. Visit
www.fairfaxjubilairs.org for more.

Toddlin’ Twos. Tuesdays, 10:30 and
11:30 a.m. at the Chantilly Library,
4000 Stringfellow Road. Early
literacy storytime with songs and
activities included. Age 2 with
caregiver, free. Call 703-502-3883 to
reserve a spot.

Storytime for Three to Fives.

Tuesdays, 1:30 p.m. at the Chantilly
Library, 4000 Stringfellow Road.
Stories and activities for children age
3-5 with caregiver. Free. Call 703-
502-3883 to reserve a spot.

English Conversation Group.
Thursdays, 7 p.m. at the Chantilly
Library, 4000 Stringfellow Road.
Practice English with a group of
students and adults. Free. Call 703-
502-3883 to reserve a space.

English Conversation Group.
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m. at the Chantilly
Library, 4000 Stringfellow Road.
Practice English with a group of
students and adults. Free. Call 703-
502-3883 to reserve a space.

Practice English Conversation
Group. Saturdays, 3-5 p.m. at
Centreville Regional Library, 14200
St. Germain Drive. Drop in and enjoy
casual conversation and learning for
adult learners of English. Volunteer
led program. Call 703-830-2223 for
more.

English as Second Language Book
Club. Mondays, 7-9 p.m. at
Centreville Regional Library, 14200
St. Germain Drive. Adults learning
English meet to discuss a book
chosen by the group. Call the library
703-830-2223 for book title.

Advanced English Conversation
Group. Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m. at Centreville Regional Library,
14200 St. Germain Drive. Drop-in
conversation group for adult English
as Second Language speakers who
want to improve their skills. Call 703-
830-2223 for more.

Plant Clinic. Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. at
the Chantilly Library, 4000
Stringfellow Road. A neighborhood
plant clinic with horticultural tips,
information, techniques, and advice.
Free. Call 703-502-3883 to reserve a
space.

ESL Book Club. Mondays, 7 p.m. at

the Centreville Regional Library,
14200 St. Germain Drive. Meet and
discuss a book chosen by group. Free.
Call 703-830-2223 with questions
and to reserve a spot.

ESL Book Club. Every other Saturday,
11 a.m. at the Chantilly Library, 4000
Stringfellow Road. Adults learning
English are welcome to meet and
discuss a book chosen by the group.
To find out book title, call 703-502-
3883.

Lego Block Party. Every other
Tuesday, 3 p.m. at the Chantilly
Library, 4000 Stringfellow Road.
Legos will be provided for an
afternoon of building. Grades 3-6.
Free. Call 703-502-3883 to reserve a
spot.

Duplo Storytime. Every other
Wednesday, 10:30 and 11:30 a.m. at
the Chantilly Library, 4000
Stringfellow Road. Develop and
reinforce early literacy skills for
reading success. Ages 1-3 with adult.
Free. Call 703-502-3883 to reserve a
spot.

Live After Five. Fridays at 5:30 p.m.
at The Winery at Bull Run, 15950 Lee
Highway. Every Friday night a band
plays on the patio of the winery. Free
to attend. Visit
www.wineryatbullrun.com for a full
schedule.

Mondays are Family Night. 5-7 p.m.
at Villagio, 7145 Main St. $45 for a
family of four. Call 703-543-2030 for
more.

Legos Kids Club. Every other
Tuesday, 10:30 a.m. at the
Centreville Regional Library, 14200
St. Germain Drive. Thousands of
Legos for children to play with. Ages
6-12. Free. Call 703-830-2223 to
reserve a space.

Starlight Storytime. Every other
Wednesday, 7 p.m. at the Centreville
Regional Library, 14200 St. Germain

Drive. Stories under the stars for ages
4-8. Wear pajamas and bring stuffed
friends. Free. Call 703-830-2223 to
reserve a space.

Over-40 Softball League. A Fairfax-
based league is looking for enough
players to form another team. Players
must be at last 40 years of age to be
eligible. All games are doubleheaders
-played on Sundays at Bready Park in
Herndon between 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
If interested, email
skeduman@aol.com for more.

One-on-One English Conversation.
Various times at Centreville Regional
Library, 14200 St. Germain Drive.
Spend an hour with a volunteer tutor
to practice conversing in English.
Various times and days. Reservations
are required. Call the library at 703-
830-2223 to make a reservation.

PET ADOPTIONS
Adopt a Dog. Fridays, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

at PetSmart, 12971 Fair Lakes
Center, Fairfax. Visit
www.lostdogrescue.org for more.

Adopt a Dog. Saturdays, 12-3 p.m. at
Petco, 13053 Lee Jackson Highway.
Visit hart90.org for more.

Adopt a Dog. Sundays, 1-4 p.m. at
Petco, 13053 Lee Jackson Memorial
Hwy. Adopt a puppy or dog.Visit
aforeverhome.org for more.

Adopt a Dog. Saturdays, 1-4 p.m. at
PetSmart, 12971 Fair Lakes Center,
Fairfax. Adopt a puppy or dog. Visit
www.lostdogrescue.org for more.

SATURDAY/MAY 13
Flea Market. 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the

church parking lot, Oakton Baptist
Church, 14001 Sullyfield Circle,
Chantilly. There will be a lot of new
items as well as used. Rain date
Saturday, May 20. Call 703-631-

1799.

THURSDAY/MAY 18
Clifton Homes Tour. 9:30 a.m.-4

p.m. at the Clifton Presbyterian
Church, 12748 Richards Lane,
Clifton. Protective booties will be
provided and must be worn in all
homes. Heels are discouraged. No
smoking, cameras, food or drink
permitted inside the homes. No
children under 12, including
infants, on the homes tour. Visit
cliftoncwc.org for more.

FRIDAY/MAY 19
Bike to Work Day 2017.

Registration — now open — is free
and open to anyone who commutes
in the region, from first timers to
daily cyclists. All registrants will be
entered in a regional bicycle raffle,
and the first 16,000 to register and
attend will receive a free t-shirt at
one of more than 85 pit-stops
throughout Northern Virginia.
Participants can register online at
www.biketoworkmetrodc.org.
Email Megan Goodman at
mgoodman@mwcog.org, or call
202-962-3209 for more.

SATURDAY/MAY 20
Health Walks. 8 or 9 a.m. at 505

Huntmar Park Drive, Herndon. My
Health Matters 5K or 1 Mile Walk
and Health Fair. Sponsored by
Dulles Chamber of Commerce. Visit
www.dulleschamber.org for more.

MAY 20-21
“The Doll Shop.” Saturday, 7:30

p.m. and Sunday, 4 p.m. The
Fairfax Ballet Company’s
presentation of “The Doll Shop,”
May 20 and May 21 at Centreville
High School, 6001 Union Mill
Road. Call 703-327-1757.

SUNDAY/MAY 21
N-Gauge Model Train Show. 1-4

p.m. at the Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station
Road in Fairfax Station. The
Northern Virginia NTRAK members
will hold an N gauge T-TRAK model
train show. Museum members and
ages 4 and under, free; ages 5-15,
$2; 16 and older, $4. Visit
www.fairfax-station.org or call 703-
425-9225.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 24
Art at The Library. 7-8:30 p.m. at

Centreville Regional Library, 14200
St. Germain Drive, Centreville.
Every Wednesday is an art activity.
May theme: “Portraits.” Bring a
small hand mirror, sketchbook and
pencils, and learn the basics of
drawing a portrait and getting a
likeness. Teens and adults. Call the
library at 703-830-2223 to register.
Refreshments provided.

SUNDAY/MAY 28
Memorial Day Service. 5:30 p.m. at

Church of the Ascension, 13941
Braddock Road. Visit
www.ascension-acc.org/ for more.

FRIDAY/JUNE 2
Forks, Corks and Kegs. 6-11 p.m.

at St Andrew the Apostle School,
6720 Union Mill Road, Clifton. A
tasting festival of local breweries,
Virginia wines, and food trucks
with a live band, lawn games, and
silent auction. Old Bust Head, Bad
Wolf, Heritage, Forge Brew Works,
and Growling Bear breweries will
be pouring. $55 in advance, $65 at
door. Visit hand.bid/standrew for
more.

C E N T R E V I L L E
COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

To highlight
your faith

community,
call

Karen
at

703-778-9422

b
The Church of the Ascension
(703) 830-3176  www.ascension-acc.org

Centreville Baptist Church
(703) 830-3333  www.cbcva.org

Centreville United
Methodist Church

(703) 830-2684  www.Centreville-UMC.org

The Church of the Ascension
Traditional Anglican Catholic Services

www.ascension-acc.org (703) 830-3176

Memorial Day Prayer Service
Sunday, May 28th at 5:00 p.m.

Holy Communion 10 a.m. Sundays

13941 Braddock Road
Centreville VA 20120

in the “Old Stone Church”
of Historic Centreville


