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The weather is hot but the
music is hotter at the 22nd
annual Columbia Pike Blues
Festival on June 17. Sol
Roots with Carly Harvey
from Charlottesville per-
form a mix of New Orleans
funk, raw blues, energetic
rock and southern soul.

The weather is hot but the
music is hotter at the 22nd
annual Columbia Pike Blues
Festival on June 17. Sol
Roots with Carly Harvey
from Charlottesville per-
form a mix of New Orleans
funk, raw blues, energetic
rock and southern soul.
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1321 LESLIE AVENUE
 ALEXANDRIA, VA 22301

COMMONWEALTHACADEMY.ORG

EMPOWER THE CHILD. EMPOWER THE MIND.

Proving once again that learning differences 
are just a different way of learning. We wish you 
continued success as you pursue your academic 
dreams this fall at colleges and universities 
throughout the country.

 
• 16 MEMBERS OF THE CLASS OF 2017

• 5 NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY MEMBERS

• 74 TOTAL ACCEPTANCES FROM 60 DIFFERENT COLLEGES AND 
UNIVERSITIES

• 9 STUDENTS EARNED SPECIALIZED DIPLOMA CERTIFICATES*

• EVERY SENIOR COMPLETED A 40-HOUR INTERNSHIP

• 100% PARTICIPATION IN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES, SUCH AS 
ATHLETICS, SGA, MODEL UNITED NATIONS OR CLUBS

• $2 MILLION IN SCHOLARSHIPS AND FINANCIAL AID
*C/A’s Specialized Diploma Certificate program gives students the opportunity to pursue a passion or potential 
college major in more depth. It encourages students’ intellectual curiosity, nurtures their desire to engage in 
inter-disciplinary learning and  work at a rigorous level in honors-level courses. The C/A Class of 2017 earned 
Diploma Certificates in Global Learning and Humanities, STEM-Engineering, STEM-Biomedical and Visual and 
Digital Arts.

Congratulations to the
Commonwealth Academy 

Class of 2017!

Grades 3-12
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News
Arlington Connection Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or arlington@connectionnewspapers.com

‘The Many Shades of the Blues’
The annual Columbia Pike Blues Festival on Saturday, June 17 features blues to New Orleans jazz, R&B and hip hop with Bettye LaVette, a
three-time Grammy nominee, as headliner. This year’s event “strives to show its attendees the many shades of the blues.” Wide-eyed babies in
carriages sit alongside rows of bring-your-own folding lawn chairs while an occasional attendee jumps up to dance along. Fresh funnel cakes
hot out of the oil are sprinkled with powdered sugar while African kabobs with Nigerian spices (suya) send smoke spiraling into the air. A dog
waits patiently, but unsuccessfully, for his own wine-tasting bowl. A children’s area offers face painting, a moon bounce and story telling. The
festival is produced by the Columbia Pike Revitalization Organization.
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By Vernon Miles

The Connection

A
rlington Public Schools needs
1,300 more high school seats to
meet the projected enrollment of
over 30,000 students. As the

School Board plans for the new high school
seats, the main deci-
sion is whether to ex-
pand the existing fa-
cilities or build an en-
tirely new school.

At a School Board
meeting on June 15,
the School Board con-
sidered four options
for expanding high
school seats by 2022.
The first option was to
add a 1,300-seat high
school to Kenmore
Middle School. Two
other options involved adding a high school
to Arlington Tech with the career center as

a program within that school, or adding a
new high school to the Education Center
site.

The preferred proposal put forward by
staff was a hybrid option, to split the ca-
pacity needs between Arlington Tech and
the Education Center.

Renovation of the Education Center build-
ing would include
500 to 600 new seats,
while renovation and
additions at the ca-
reer center could add
700 to 800 new seats.
According to Arling-
ton Public Schools
staff, the hybrid op-
tion allows APS to use
land already owned
by the school system.
With the aim of open-
ing by 2022 with un-
der $103.5 million

spent, the hybrid option is the one most cal-
culated to come in on time and under bud-

Arlington Public Schools looks to hybrid
options for capacity needs, but local parents
say it’s time for a new high school.

Hybrid or Half-Measure?

get.
But parents at the School Board meetings

expressed concerns about the narrow scope
of the hybrid option.

“Anything less than a comprehensive
neighborhood school won’t address the full
issues with our population expansion,” said
Andrew Greenwood. “The hybrid option [is
a] Band-Aid.”

Many of the parents at the School Board
meeting urged the board to consider a new
high school.

“I’m here to support a fourth comprehen-
sive high school in Arlington Heights,” said
Dr. Christine Stalwart. “We’re wasting time
and money with cramming option seats into

Photo contributed

Arlington Career Center

See Hybrid,  Page 5

“Anything less than a
comprehensive
neighborhood school
won’t address the full
issues with our
population expansion.”

— Andrew Greenwood
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News

By Eden Brown

The Connection

D
el. Rip Sullivan (D-48) stood in
Gail Harrison’s living room in
Arlington on Thursday night
and took in the scene: 25 Vir-

ginia residents, mostly Arlingtonians, had
gathered to raise money for Zack Wittkamp,
a businessman from Newport News who
thinks he can beat David Yancey (R-94) this
fall.

Sullivan told the group he was excited by
the recent primaries, the voter turnout, and
the unity the Democrats were showing, par-
ticularly against the backdrop of the close
Republican gubernatorial primary between
Corey Stewart and Ed Gillespie. He told the
group there was also a newly announced
Libertarian candidate for governor. But
what excited him most was the numbers of
small “pop up” fundraisers and political
meetings he was seeing, and interest in state
politics and local issues, really for the first
time in his career as a delegate.

Much of the political activity has been
sponsored by organizations like WofAVA,
“We of Action Virginia,” which has a pro-
gram to “adopt a district” to help win races
in swing districts. Blue Virginia is another
of the organizations, which, along with Sis-
ter District, hopes to see the Virginia House
of Delegates get to a majority of 51 Demo-
crat-held seats — or more — this fall.

“Prior to the primaries or caucuses, we
had 78 new Democratic candidates (not
including our 34 incumbents or candidates
challenging incumbents): among whom
there were 42 women, 19 people of color,
six LGBT, and 15 millennials.” he said. “That

is a first.” He provided a scene setter
for what the chessboard looks like af-
ter the primaries last week: “We are
running Democrats in 89 of the 100
seats (this includes 34 incumbents),
and challenging 55 of the 66 Republi-
can-held seats. Our new candidates
(non-incumbents) include 28 woman,
11 people of color, five LGBT, and 11
millennials. Those numbers will
change slightly when we know what
happens in House District 2, where we
have a recount,” he said.

Sullivan said he was not surprised
to see Northern Virginians reaching
out to support a race in Newport
News. He was delighted Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly politics was getting at-
tention. “Northern Virginia residents
should care about races outside of
their own districts because the road
to 51 leads through western Fairfax,
Prince William, Loudoun, Richmond,
Newport News, Norfolk, Virginia
Beach, Blacksburg, and other more
rural parts of the state. We need folks
to help out all around the state to help
us get to 51,” said Sullivan.

Wittkamp noted that he is not a
“millennial,” since he just turned 40, as he
took the floor from Sullivan. He told the
group he and his wife had weighed running
for office before November 2016, but it
wasn’t until the day Donald Trump was
elected that he realized he had to run sooner
than he had planned. When Barack Obama
closed his presidency with the appeal to
every American to remain hopeful and in-
volved, and said if they didn’t like the way
government operated, they should run for
office, Wittkamp said he thought the presi-
dent was talking to him. He looked at his
wife Allie, and she nodded, and off they
went to start running for the House of Del-
egates seat.

Wittkamp said he was further motivated

by the failure of the incumbent in Newport
News, David Yancey (R-94), to come up
with any new ideas to solve some of the big
issues for the district. Wittkamp said he was
particularly distressed when Yancey essen-
tially turned his back on Planned Parent-
hood, abstaining from a vote that would
cease funding for Planned Parenthood, ap-
parently, Wittkamp said, so that he could
say he had not voted against funding.

Wittkamp said his priorities for his dis-
trict are economic improvement, particu-
larly seeking new business opportunities
based on innovative technology, giving con-
stituents a better wage earning potential;
education, and the environment.

Wittkamp thanked the group for caring

about his race in a district that is not
their own. While he knows the Demo-
crats must win big all over Virginia
to effect change, not everyone is able
to look beyond their own backyard.
Northern Virginians who help him
win in November can expect to see
him work hard on issues that have
an impact on everyone in the state.
Climate change may raise the water
levels in the Tidewater area five feet,
but the same water will be flooding
Alexandria. Medicaid expansion will
affect the health of all Virginians, just
as lack of Medicaid dollars means all
Virginians have to pay more to sup-
port those who won’t get federal dol-
lars, either through city programs or
non-governmental organizations. Re-
lying on antiquated job infrastructure
like coal mining does a disservice to
all Virginians because of the need to
break out of the cycle of dead-end
exploitation of finite natural re-
sources, not perpetuate it, he said.
Wittkamp told the crowd he is not a
politician by profession so he is learn-
ing as he goes, but he is listening, tak-
ing notes, and making appeals to fi-

nance his campaign, which doesn’t have the
advantage of big GOP funds like Yancey’s
campaign. He has already reached out to
the African-American community in New-
port News, which comprises about 23 per-
cent of the population, and told the group
he feels very much at home in that commu-
nity and believes he can represent all com-
munities in his district effectively. His do-
nors are like the men and women sitting in
Gail Harrison’s home: retirees, contractors,
teachers, small business owners, and par-
ents like him. Wittkamp will spend the sum-
mer listening to the residents of his area
and calling for support.

For more information see
www.VoteWittkamp.com.

Arlingtonians Gather To Help ‘Sister District’
Fundraising for
candidate from
Newport News.

Larry Sutter, Zack Wittkamp, Polly Husain,
and Roy Gamse.

Del. Rip Sullivan (D-48) Zack Wittkamp

Arlington residents gather in Gail Harrison’s
living room to hear Zack Wittkamp, a Demo-

cratic candidate in the 94th House District race.
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T
he Arlington
County Police
Department is

seeking the public’s as-
sistance in locating
Daejon Tyrie Jones, 23,
of Woodbridge. Jones is
suspect in a homicide in
the Nauck neighbor-
hood. Jones is described
as a black male, ap-
proximately 5’9” tall and weighing 190
pounds.

At approximately 11:20 p.m. on June 16,
police responded to the 2400 block of S.
Lowell Street for the report of a shooting.
Arriving officers located one male victim
suffering from a gunshot wound and began
performing life-saving measures. Arlington
County Fire Department medics transported

Adonis Wright, 35, of Washington, D.C. to
George Washington University Hospital
where he succumbed to his injuries. The
initial investigation revealed that this shoot-
ing resulted from a dispute that took place
between known individuals. The suspect,
Daejon Tyrie Jones, fled the scene prior to
police arrival.

Jones is considered armed and danger-
ous. Anyone with information on his where-
abouts should call 911 immediately and not
approach the suspect. If anyone has addi-
tional information regarding this investiga-
tion, contact Detective S. Bertollini of the
Arlington County Police Department’s Ho-
micide/Robbery Unit at 703-228-4243 or
Sbertollini@arlingtonva.us. Information
may also be provided anonymously through
the Arlington County Crime Solvers hotline
at 1-866-411-TIPS (8477).

Daejon Tyrie
Jones

Help Locate Homicide Suspect

T
wo of Arlington’s bike trails are
about to see safety improvements.
The County Board authorized $2

million at its June 17 meeting for safety im-
provements to the Washington and Old
Dominion Trail (W&OD) and the Custis
Trail. The project will improve three inter-
sections along the W&OD and intersections
on the Custis Trail where it runs along Lee
Highway. The improvements primarily con-

sist of high visibility crosswalks, ADA-com-
pliant ramps, improved trail alignment and
upgraded pedestrian signals.

The upgrades were originally proposed
in the 2010 Arlington County Shared Use
Trail Study. The total cost of the improve-
ments is $2.1 million. Federal grants will
provide funding for $1.4 million

— Vernon Miles

Board Approves Trail Improvements

career center sites when you don’t know if
students will want to attend that.”

Stalwart also expressed concerns that APS
still hadn’t released information concern-
ing what types of programs would be uti-
lized at the site. During the staff presenta-
tion, a few potential program possibilities
were put forward for the new school. Both
of the new facilities could be focused on
“Early College” programs.

The Education Center facility could also

Proposed Options
For Greater High School Capacities
❖ Option A: Kenmore Site

Kenmore Middle School remains with building added for a 1,300 seat High School
❖ Option B: Career Center Site

Arlington Tech remains and Career Center’s capacity increases for 1,300 seat high school
❖ Option C: Education Center Site

New building expanding Washington-Lee with 1,300 new seats
❖ Option D: Hybrid of Education Center Site and Career Center Site

Renovation of Education Center Building to include approximately 500-600 seats
Renovation/Addition at Career Center site to include approximately 700-800 seats

Potential Programs
Under the Hybrid Option for the expanded Education Center and Career
Center facilities.
Location Program Possibility
Ed Center Early College
Ed Center IB program expansion
Career Center Early College
Career Center Comprehensive High School with Arlington Tech on site

From Page 3

Hybrid or Half-Measure?
be part of an expanded International Bac-
calaureate program, while the Arlington
Tech expansion could be a complete high
school with the career center as a program
within that school.

“Tonight we’re hearing that ‘we’re doing
exciting things there,’ but as a taxpayer and
parent of three young children, that’s not
acceptable to me,” said Stalwart. “Abandon
the hybrid plan, build a fourth comprehen-
sive neighborhood high school.”

The School Board will vote for a high
school seat option at its June 29 meeting.
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During Mass Sunday celebrating the solemnity of Cor-
pus Christi at Saint Mary Catholic Church in Alexandria,
Bishop Michael F. Burbidge of the Diocese of Arlington
offered prayers for peace and unity following last week’s
shooting at a charity baseball practice. In his homily,
Bishop made a plea to all, including elected officials and
the media:

A
llow me to begin by conveying our
prayers and gratitude to our fathers
as we honor them on this special
day. At this Mass, we also remem-

ber our fathers who have died and pray for
their eternal happiness.

The horrific event of this past Wednesday
here in Alexandria was indeed a sad day for
our nation and reminded us of the great un-
rest in our world. We pray for Rep. Scalise and

the others injured as well
as for their family mem-
bers. We thank God for
those who offer their ser-

vice for our protection and for those who at-
tend to our medical care in our time of need.
And with faith, we entrust the person respon-
sible for the tragic situation to God’s divine
mercy.

As we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most
Holy Body and Blood of Christ, we are ever
aware of the Lord’s great love for us which is
fully and perfectly revealed in the Holy Eucha-
rist. How providential that after Mass we will
carry Jesus, the Source of our unity and peace,
in a Eucharistic procession on these streets in
Alexandria that only recently witnessed severe
violence.

I believe our Eucharistic Procession provides
important lessons for our world, nation and
all of us to embrace especially at this time. Here
is what is at the heart of the procession: Jesus
leads and we follow. Is this not the reality we
have forgotten in so many ways? If we allow
the Truth of His Gospel to lead and guide us,
we will be on the right path. It demands that
we spend our lives loving and serving God and
one another. It mandates a reverence for the
sacredness of all human life. It requires us to
heed the teaching of Moses who reminded the
Israelites in our First Reading that we cannot
rely on our own resources and power. We must

turn to the Lord our God to guide and sustain
us, the One alone who satisfies our hunger and
quenches our thirst. Another powerful re-
minder that our Eucharistic Procession pro-
vides is that we do not walk through this life
alone. We will walk together in faith, as broth-
ers and sisters united in Christ Jesus. As Saint
Paul said today, “We, though many, are one
body for we all partake of the one loaf.” There-
fore, nothing can separate or divide us. Our
world and nation need such witness of unity
from us who are followers of Christ and it must
be reflected in our homes, workplaces, schools
and communities. Such unity is made visible
when we recognize and respect the dignity of
each and every person; when we are willing
to listen to others and discuss our points of
disagreement in a civil manner; and when we
let go of bitterness and forgive those who have
offended us. Today, with the faithful in the Dio-
cese of Arlington and all people of good will, I
respectfully make a plea to all our elected offi-

cials to reflect the unity for which we long. We
need you to work together for the common
good; to uphold truth, peace and justice; to
find common ground; to be respectful of each
other even in the midst of debate; and to let
go of harsh words and severe rhetoric. We also
hope and pray that all in the media will do the
same. Imagine how different the world and our
nation would be if our motto was the words of
St. Paul: “Let us make our aim to work for peace
and to strengthen one another.”

Finally, a procession reminds us that life on
earth is merely that: a procession, a journey.
We all must strive daily, with God’s grace, to
reach the same final destination; heaven. So
as we continue this earthly journey, may we
always remember: Jesus leads and we follow
as members of God’s holy family, as brothers
and sisters in united in Christ the One whose
body and blood we about to receive and who
says: “Whoever eats this bread and drinks this
cup will live forever and ever.” Amen.

Prayers for Peace and Unity

Bishop Michael F. Burbidge celebrating the solemnity of Corpus Christi at
Saint Mary Catholic Church in Alexandria on Sunday, June 18.

Commentary
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“Flourishing After 55” from Arlington
Office of Senior Adult Programs for June
25-30.

Senior trips. 1st Stage at Tysons,
“Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom,” Sunday,
June 25, $25; National Museum of Af-
rican American History and Culture,
D.C., Monday, June 26, $6; Washington
Nationals vs Chicago Cubs,Thursday,
June 29, $56; Waste to Energy Facility
tour, Alexandria, Friday, June 30, $7.
Call Arlington County 55+ Travel, 703-
228-4748. Registration required.

NEW PROGRAMS:
Madison Chess Club seeking play-

ers of all levels, Monday, June 26, 9:30
a.m. - 2:30 p.m., Madison Community
Center.. Details, 703-228-5310.

New garden group at Walter Reed,
Monday, June 26, 1 p.m. Details, 703-
228-0955.

Genealogy 101, Tuesday, June 27,
11:30 a.m., Lee. Register, 703-228-
0555.

Free blood pressure checking,
Tuesday, June 27, 11 a.m. - noon, Lee.

Details, 703-228-0555.
Unknown Impressionists, slide

illustrated program, Wednesday, June
28, 1:30 p.m., Lee, $6. Register, 703-
228-0555.

Shoulder problems, Wednesday,
June 28, 10 a.m., Arlington Mill. Regis-
ter, 703-228-7369.

The Rocking Chairs, grown up
rock and roll band, Wednesday, June
28, 10 a.m.-noon, Lee. Details, 703-228-
0555.

Arlington Walking Club will walk
in Peterson Lane Park, Vienna Wednes-
day, June 28, 9:30 a.m., $4, leaves from
Lubber Run. Register, 703-228-4403.

How to register online for se-
nior adult programs, Thursday,
June 29, 10 a.m., Lubber Run. Register,
703-228-4771.

Classical music appreciation,
Friday, June 30, 1 p.m., Madison Com-
munity Center. Details, 703-228-4403.

Evening pickleball, Friday, June
30, 6 – 10 p.m., Langston-Brown. De-
tails, 703-228-6300.

“Flourishing After 55”

Submit civic/community announce-
ments at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

FARE INCREASES
❖ The ART adult fare will increase

from $1.75 to $2 and the ART
discount fare for seniors, students
and people with disabilities will
increase from $0.85 to $1.

❖ STAR Zone 1 fare will increase from
$3.50 to $4, the STAR Zone 2 fare
will increase from $5 to $5.50 and
the Zone 3 fare will increase from
$9 to $9.50. The increases will keep
the Zone 1 fare at double the ART
adult fare, while also helping to
offset increases in STAR operating
expense

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 21
Gardening Talks &

Demonstrations. 7 p.m. at the

Arlington Central Library, 1015 N.
Quincy St. The Arlington Food
Assistance Center and the Master
Gardeners of Northern Virginia will
sponsor a series of talks and
demonstrations about gardening. In
addition to basic gardening
techniques, topics will include wild
edibles, pollinators, food preparation
and preservation, and more. For a
complete schedule, visit
www.afac.org/.

SATURDAY/JUNE 24
Mentorship Celebration. 1-4 p.m. at

Mezlan at Fashion Centre at
Pentagon City. Boys & Girls Clubs of
Greater Washington is teaming up
with Washington Redskins All-Pro
Tight End, Vernon Davis and Mezlan
Men’s Shoes to celebrate mentorship,
fatherhood and giving back. Mezlan
will donate 20 percent of proceeds to
BGCGW. Vernon Davis will host a
meet n’ greet event that will feature

Bulletin Board
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Email announcements to
arlington@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon. Photos
are welcome.

Amjed Saffarini, CEO of Arling-
ton-based CyberVista, led a panel
discussion on cybersecurity during
the Media Technologies for Military
and Government summit at the 2017
National Association of Broadcasters
convention April 24 in Las Vegas.
CyberVista, a division of Graham
Holdings, is a cybersecurity training
company offering board, executive
and workforce cybersecurity educa-
tion.

Visit www.cybervista.net.

Email announcements to arlington@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon. Photos are welcome.

McKenzie Nelson, a Television-
Radio major at Ithaca (N.Y.) College’s
Roy H. Park School of Communications
and an Arlington native, was inducted
into Lambda Pi Eta, the honor society of
the National Association of Communica-
tion.

Rose Likins, of Arlington, was re-
cently initiated into The Honor Society
of Phi Kappa Phi, the nation’s oldest and
most selective all-discipline collegiate
honor society. Likins was initiated at
University of Maryland, College Park.

Gladys Castellon, of Arlington, has
been awarded the Bosey Reiter Leader-
ship Cup and the James J. Duane III
Student Life Leadership Award at
Lehigh University (Bethlehem, Pa.). She
was awarded the Bosey Reiter Leader-
ship Cup because of her leadership on
campus and consistent demonstration of
high moral character. The James J.
Duane III Student Life Leadership
Award is given to seniors in recognition
of extraordinary performance as a stu-
dent leader at Lehigh University.

Veronica Olivera of Arlington Mill
High School Continuation Program was
honored by The Comcast Foundation as
one of their 2017 recipients of the Lead-
ers and Achievers Scholarship due to her
involvement in community service, aca-
demic performance, and leadership
skills. The recipient received a $1,000
scholarship.

Wes Peterson Jr. of Alexandria
was invited to the local Fab Frosh Camp
Top 100 in May located in Washington,
D.C. He will be attending Bishop
O’Connell High School in Arlington to
play basketball for Coach Joe Wootten.

Thomas Edward Doughty, Jr, of
Arlington, graduated from the United
States Naval Academy with a Bachelor
of Science in English, with merit. He will
begin serving in the United States Ma-
rine Corps as a Second Lieutenant.

Jahan Moghadam, of Arlington,
received an Executive Doctorate in Busi-
ness degree from Georgia State
University (Atlanta, Ga.).

Elizabeth Christy, of Arlington,
was initiated into The Honor Society of
Phi Kappa Phi at University of Southern
California.

Whit Jacobs, of Arlington, was ini-
tiated into The Honor Society of Phi
Kappa Phi at George Mason University

Ashley Omekam, of Arlington,
majoring in elementary education,
made the spring 2017 dean’s list at
Coastal Carolina University (Conway,

S.C.).

Margaret Klappert Stewart, of
Arlington, received Bachelor of Arts de-
grees in international affairs and
religion from Wofford College
(Spartanburg, S.C.). Stewart was named
to the spring 2017 dean’s list.

Elizabeth Caltagirone, of Arling-
ton, graduated from the University of
Hartford (West Hartford, Conn.).
Caltagirone, an acoustical engineering
and music major, received a Bachelor of
Science in Engineering from the
University’s College of Engineering,
Technology, and Architecture.

Elizabeth M. Bryan, of Arlington,
graduated from Colby College in
Waterville, Maine, receiving a bachelor
of arts degree.Bryan, who majored in
government, attended University of
Edinburgh and is the daughter of John
Bryan and Nancy White of Arlington.

Jean DeLeon, of Arlington, gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Science degree
in computer programming technology
from Southwestern College (Winfield,
Kan.).

Monica McAndrews, of Arlington,
earned a degree in accounting (MS)
from James Madison University.

Elise Strongin, of Arlington, earned
a degree in education, 5th year format
(MAT) from James Madison University.

Kelsey Barnes, of Arlington, earned
a degree in education, 5th year format
(MAT) from James Madison University.

Victoria Corapi, of Arlington,
earned a degree in kinesiology (MS)
from James Madison University.

Samuel Hall, of Arlington, earned a
degree in music (MM) from James
Madison University.

Joseph Crawford recently gradu-
ated from Wittenberg University
(Springfield, Ohio).

Tristan Brady, of Arlington, earned
a spot on the spring 2017 dean’s list at
Hofstra University (Hempstead, N.Y.).

Tyler Smallwood, of Arlington,
graduated from Harvey Mudd College
(Claremont, Ca.) Smallwood received a
bachelor of science degree with a major
in engineering, graduating with high
distinction. Smallwood attended The
Potomac School.

Mackenzie Lotter, of Arlington,
graduated from the University of
Findlay (Findlay, Ohio). Lotter received
a Bachelor of Science in sport and event
management. Lotter graduated from the
University with the academic designa-
tion of cum laude.

Schools

Application Information Ses-
sion. Tuesday, June 27, 6-7:30 p.m.
Leadership Center for Excellence is
now accepting applications and hold-
ing an information session for the
Young Professionals Program Fall
Class of 2017, a program that aims to
develop leaders in various sectors
across the D.C. Metropolitan area
over a four-month period. Interested
parties may RSVP for info sessions
and apply for the program online at
leadercenter.org/ypp-information-
session/. The application may be
found online at
www.leadercenter.org with a rolling
admission deadline until Aug. 4,
2017.

Business Notes
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Entertainment

Submit entertainment announcements
at ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar.
Photos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
Rosslyn Rocks Concerts. Through

June 29, 6-8 p.m. at Central Place, N.
Moore Street at Rosslyn Metro
Station. Free live music every
Thursday evening in June at Central
Place Plaza. Each week will feature a
different cover band. Beer and wine
will be available for purchase. June 1
features local band White Ford
Bronco. Visit www.rosslynva.org for
more.

Summer Bootcamp. 2-7 p.m. Monday
and Wednesdays through July 1;
9:30-10:30 Saturday at Gateway
Park, 1300 Lee Hwy. $35. Visit
www.rosslynva.org/do/
summerbootcamp for more.

“Jesus Christ Superstar.” Extended
through July 9 at the Signature
Theatre, 4200 Campbell Ave. Visit
www.sigtheatre.org for more.

“King Lear.” Various times through
June 25 at Gunston Arts Center,
Theatre Two, 2700 S. Lang St.
Shakespeare’s mature classic with
local actor Rick Foucheux. Visit
wscavantbard.org, or call 703-418-
4808.

Rosslyn Cinema and Pub in the
Park. Fridays through August 25, 6
p.m. at Gateway Park, 1300 Lee
Highway. On Fridays, Rosslyn
Cinema brings you games, drinks,
dinner and free outdoor movies this
summer. Visit www.rosslynva.org for
more.

Arlington Farmer’s Market. Every
Saturday, 8 a.m.-noon at the corner
of N. 14th Street and N. Courthouse
Road. A weekly celebration of local
food including fresh produce, meats,
dairy, cheese, baked goods, free
range eggs, specialty items, cut
flowers, plants and herbs. Email
csingiser@cfwdc.org or call 917-733-
6402.

Cycling Volunteers Needed. The
20th annual Armed Forces Cycling
Classic needs volunteers for the June
10-11 race. Email
info@arlingtonsports.org for more.

Outdoor Zumba. 6-7 p.m. on
Wednesdays through May 24 at
Freedom Park, Entrance on Lynn St.
at Wilson Blvd. $20 for all five
classes. Visit www.rosslynva.org for
more.

FRESHFARM Market. 3-7 p.m. on
Tuesdays at 1900 Crystal Drive. Shop
from local farmers and producers
with seasonal fruits and vegetables,
fresh-cut flowers, container plants
and herbs, farm-raised eggs, all-
natural meats, artisan baked goods,
and specialty foods. Visit
www.crystalcity.org for more.

Mobile Bike Repair. 8 a.m.-3 p.m. on
Thursdays at 1900 Crystal Drive.
Drop off your bike on Thursday
morning and have it tuned up and
ready to ride before heading home.
Email DC@velofix.com, or phone
855-VELO-FIX for more.

Food Truck Thursdays. 11 a.m.-2
p.m. at 1900 Crystal Drive & 201
12th St. Actual truck schedules are
subject to change so be sure to follow
your favorites. Visit
www.crystalcity.org for more.

Crystal Ball: Street Hockey. 6:30
p.m. Thursdays at 1900 Crystal
Drive. A coed social league, In
partnership with the DC Fray, hockey
enthusiasts compete competitively
and recreationally in Crystal City.
Games are played weekly and
champions are crowned at the end of
each season. Visit
www.crystalcity.org for more.

Healthy Lifestyle Runs. Saturdays, 9
a.m. at Roosevelt Island, George
Washington Memorial Parkway.
American Cancer Society partners

with parkrun USA to promote fitness
in the fight against cancer. Free. Visit
www.parkrun.us/rooseveltislanddc/
for more.

Friday Night Live. 8 p.m. Fridays at
the Church at Clarendon, 1210 N.
Highland St., Suite A. Local
musicians perform. Free. Visit
1bc.org for more.

Culinaire’s Winter Lunch. Tuesdays
through Thursdays, 11:30 a.m.-1
p.m. at The Art Institute of
Washington, 1820 N. Fort Myer
Drive, 12th floor. Culinaire, the
student-run restaurant of the Art
Institute of Washington, is now
serving lunch from their winter menu
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays. Visit
www.artinstitutes.edu/arlington for
more.

Arlington’s Historical Museum
Open on First Wednesdays. The
Arlington Historical Museum is open
to the public on the first Wednesday
of every month from 12:30-3:30 p.m.
The museum consists of exhibits
chronicling Arlington County’s
history from Native American
settlements up to the present day.
The museum will continue to be open
on Saturdays and Sundays from 1-4
p.m. Admission is free. The museum
is located in the former 1891 Hume
School building at 1805 S. Arlington
Ridge Road. Contact Garrett Peck at
571-243-1113 or at
garrett.peck@arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org.

LGBT & Straight Friends Social.
Tuesdays. Happy Hour, 3-7 p.m.;
Mikey’s “Bar A” Video Wall, 7 p.m.;
start time at 8 p.m. IOTA Club &
Cafe, 2832 Wilson Blvd. For 21 years
and older. Free. Visit
www.iotaclubandcafe.com for more.

Open Mic Comedy. Wednesdays 8-10
p.m. at Ri Ra Irish Pub, 2915 Wilson
Blvd. Doors open at 7 p.m. Age 21
and up only. Free show, $25 cash
prize for best joke. Call 703-248-
9888 or Visit www.RiRa.com/
Arlington for more.

Food Truck Thursdays. 5:30-8:30
p.m. at the corner of North Irving St.

and Washington Blvd. Find a round-
up of regional food trucks. Free to
attend. Visit www.dmvfta.org.

Invasive Plants Removal. Work
parties are held every month to keep
the parks free of destructive invasive
plants. Teens, adults and families
welcome. Every second Sunday of the
month 2-4:30 p.m. at Gulf Branch
Nature Center, 3608 Military Road;
call 703-228-3403. Every third
Sunday of the month 2-5 p.m. at
Long Branch Nature Center, 625 S.
Carlin Springs Road; call 703-228-
6535 or Visit
registration.arlingtonva.us. Free, no
registration required.

Poetry Series. 6-8 p.m. second Sunday
of the month at IOTA Club & Cafe,
2832 Wilson Blvd. Hosted by poet
Miles David Moore. Featured artists
share their poetry followed by open
readings. Free. Visit
www.iotaclubandcafe.com or call
703-522-8340.

Open Mic Nite. 8 p.m.-12:30 a.m.
every Wednesday at IOTA Club &
Cafe, 2832 Wilson Blvd. Sign-up
times are 7:30 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Bring instruments, fans and friends.
Visit www.iotaclubandcafe.com or
call 703-522-8340.

Karaoke. 8 p.m. on the first Sunday
every month at Galaxy Hut, 2711
Wilson Blvd. Visit
www.galaxyhut.com or call 703-525-
8646.

Pub Quiz. 8 p.m. every Sunday at
Whitlow’s on Wilson, 2854 Wilson
Blvd. Prizes for first place. Free. Visit
www.whitlows.com or call 703-276-
9693.

Storytime. Wednesdays and Fridays,
10:30-11 a.m. at Kinder Haus Toys,
1220 N. Fillmore St. Storytime with
Ms. Laura. Call 703-527-5929.

Lego Club. Monthly on the first
Wednesday. 4-5 p.m. Glencarlyn
Branch Library, 300 S. Kensington St.
The library provides tubs of legos and
a special challenge and after the
program the creations are displayed
for everyone to see. No registration

required. Call 703-228-6548 for
more.

Crystal City Sparket. 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
on Wednesdays at 1900 Crystal
Drive. Sparket — A Creative Market
is an extension of DC’s Eastern
Market with arts, crafts, and
handmade goods. Free to attend.
Visit www.crystalcity.org.

Open Mic Night. Wednesdays, at 8
p.m., sign ups are at 7:30 p.m. and
10 p.m., at Iota Club & Café, 2832
Wilson Blvd. Free. Visit
www.iotaclubandcafe.com/.

Art for Life. Third Thursday of each
month. The Hyatt Regency Crystal
City’s “Art for Life” Partnership with
National Kidney Foundation brings a
new artist each month to The Hyatt
for a reception. Free. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org.

Brunch at Freddie’s. Third Saturday
of every month, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at
Freddie’s Beach Bar, 555 23rd St. The
Arlington Gay and Lesbian Alliance
gathers for an all-you-can-eat
breakfast buffet ($9.99). All are
welcome. No reservation is required.
Visit www.facebook.com/events/
700174390103305.

THURSDAY/JUNE 22
Latin American Films. 7-8:30 p.m. at

the Spectrum Theatre, 1611 N. Kent
St. A double-bill evening of film,
featuring Sundance screenwriting lab
alumna, Via Bia, and two-time AFI
Latin American Film Festival
selection, Tomás Guevera. The two
filmmakers are 2016-2017 Arlington
Commission for the Arts Spotlight
Grant Recipients. Free. Call 202-459-
1514 or email viawrites@gmail.com
for more.

FRIDAY/JUNE 23
National Lampoon’s European

Vacation. 6-11 p.m. at Gateway
Park, 1300 Lee Highway. Part of the
Rosslyn Cinema + Pub in the Park
movie series, featuring a movie and

food from one of the food trucks on
site. Visit www.rosslynva.org/go/
gateway-park for more.

Jogo Project Concert. 8 p.m. at
Lubber Run Amphitheater, N.
Columbus Street & 2nd Street N.
Concerts run through Sept. 27. Free.
Visit www.arlingtonarts.org for more.

JUNE 23-24
Dance Presentation. 5 p.m. at the

Signature Theatre, 4200 Campbell
Ave. Dancers will celebrate the life of
Arlingtonian, Rita Andelin. Visit
www.SIGtheatre.org for more.

JUNE 24-OCT. 1
Jung Min Park: Memoryscape.

Various times at the Arlington Arts
Center, 3550 Wilson Blvd. Jung Min
Park creates memorable urban and
architectural scenes through first-
hand experiences and observations of
cities and sites. Call 703-248-6800
for more.

SATURDAY/JUNE 24
Overnight Camping. 4:30 p.m. at the

Gulf Branch Nature Center, 3608
Military Road. Set up tents, relax and
explore the park, then enjoy dinner
cooked over the campfire with songs,
stories and S’mores. $25. The next
morning cook breakfast before
breaking camp. Call 703-228-3403
for more.

Meet the Artists. 6-9 p.m. at the
Arlington Arts Center, 3550 Wilson
Blvd. Featuring 10 contemporary
artists with backgrounds rooted in a
variety of fields and disciplines from
natural history, ecology and botany
to technology, dance, and music,
called INTERDISCIPLINARIUM. Visit
arlingtonartscenter.org/ for more.

Gilligan’s Fire Island. 7 p.m. at the
Theatre on the Run, 3700 S. Four
Mile Run Drive. Protagonist washes
up on the shore to a uncharted isle
and finds the castaways. $20. Visit
dominionstage.org/season67/
gilligan/.

Caz in Concert. 8 p.m. at Lubber Run
Amphitheater, N. Columbus Street &
2nd Street N. Concerts run through
Sept. 27. Free. Visit
www.arlingtonarts.org for more.

SUNDAY/JUNE 25
Arlington Philharmonic Concert. 6

p.m. at Lubber Run Amphitheater, N.
Columbus Street & 2nd Street N. This
performance, their 3rd Annual “Pops
for Pets” is a benefit for both the
Arlington Philharmonic and Animal
Welfare League of Arlington Free.
Visit www.arlingtonarts.org for more.

Firefly Festival. 7:30–9:30 p.m. at
Fort C.F. Smith, 2411 24th St N. Bug
hunts, games, crafts, walks and talks
about fireflies. $7 per person. Bring a
picnic blanket and dinner and wait
for sunset and the natural lights to
come out. Visit parks.arlingtonva.us
for more.

MONDAY/JUNE 26
Sigworks: Swimming with Whales.

7 p.m. at the Signature Theater, The
Village at Shirlington, 4200 Campbell
Ave. Takes place on the Outer Banks
of North Carolina. Call 703-820-
9771.

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 28,
Meet the Author. 7 p.m. in the

Arlington Central Library, at the
Arlington Central Library, 1015 N.
Quincy St. Arlington resident and
Pulitzer Prize winning journalist
Glenn Frankel explores the story of
High Noon, and the political era in
which it was made. Frankel is author
of “High Noon: The Hollywood
Blacklist and the Making of an

Fireflies
On Sunday, June 25 it’s all about Fireflies,
7:30-9:30 p.m. at Fort C.F. Smith, 2411 24th
St N. Bug hunts, games, crafts, walks and
talks about fireflies. $7 per person. Bring a
picnic blanket and dinner and wait for sunset
and the natural lights to come out. Visit
parks.arlingtonva.us for more.

Film
On Thursday, June 22 7-8:30 p.m. at
the Spectrum Theatre, 1611 N. Kent
St. A double-bill evening of film,
featuring Sundance screenwriting
lab alumna, Via Bia, and two-time
AFI Latin American Film Festival
selection, Tomás Guevera. The two
filmmakers are 2016-2017 Arlington
Commission for the Arts Spotlight
Grant Recipients. Free. Call 202-
459-1514 or email
viawrites@gmail.com for more.
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Cats benefit from being in a foster home. We need
long- and short-term fosters for cats of all ages,
mothers with litters and kittens on their own.

Email cats@lostdogrescue.org.

Adopt/Donate/Volunteer at
www.lostdogrescue.org

Consider Fostering

You Can Make a Difference

visit the website, cl ick on Participate

Entertainment

American Classic.”

FRIDAY/JUNE 30
Some Like It Hot. 6-11 p.m. at

Gateway Park, 1300 Lee Highway.
Part of the Rosslyn Cinema + Pub in
the Park movie series, featuring a
movie and food from one of the food
trucks on site. Visit
www.rosslynva.org/go/gateway-park
for more.

2017 Ms. Virginia Senior America
Pageant. 7 p.m. at the James Lee
Center Theater, 2855 Annandale
Road, Falls Church. Virginia senior
women compete and celebrate
through dance, song, and
performance to the theme “Putting
on the Glitz.” Requested donation of
$10. Call 703-549-7012 for more.

FRIDAY/JULY 7
Golden Eye. 6-11 p.m. at Gateway

Park, 1300 Lee Highway. Part of the
Rosslyn Cinema + Pub in the Park
movie series, featuring a movie and
food from one of the food trucks on
site. Visit www.rosslynva.org/go/
gateway-park for more.

JULY 7-22
Fabulation, or the Re-education of

Undine. 8-10 p.m. at Gunston 2,
2700 S. Lang St. Pulitzer Prize-
winning playwright Lynn Nottage,
tells the story of Undine Barnes
Calles, a businesswoman who has
created a successful public relations
firm and suddenly sees her once-
balanced life completely fall apart.
$20; $18 Seniors. Visit
www.portcityplayhouse.org for more.

SATURDAY/JULY 8
Cool Creek Critters. 10-11:30 a.m. at

the Alcova Heights park fire ring, 901
S George Mason Drive. Dress to get
wet and spend some time exploring
waterfalls, trying to catch water
striders, and taking a closer look at
some creek critters. Please wear
closed-toe water shoes. Call 703-228-
3403 for more.

Seashell Workshop. 1:30-2:30 p.m.
at the Gulf Branch Nature Center,
3608 Military Road. Discover the
unique feeding methods of mollusks
like the moon and cone snails. Look
at their shells and the signs they
leave behind on their prey. Ages 7-
12. Call 703-228-3403 for more.

R.I.P. - Remove Invasive Plants. 2-
4 p.m. at the Gulf Branch Nature
Center, 3608 Military Road. Work
parties are held every month and are
making a real difference, with the
return of ferns and wildflowers, and
the animals that depend on them, in
areas once covered in destructive
invasive plants. Call 703-228-3403
for more.

Terrific Turtles Campfire. 7-8 p.m.
at the Gulf Branch Nature Center,
3608 Military Road. This engaging
program will be filled with
entertaining activities that may
include stories, special animal guests,
games, songs and of course, S’mores.
Call 703-228-3403 for more.

MONDAY/JULY 10
Registration Begins. For the

Northern Virginia Senior Olympics
through Sept. 2. The NVSO includes
about 70 events that exercise the
mind as well as the body. To qualify
for the Olympics participants must

turn 50 years old by Dec. 31. RSVP
Northern Virginia at 703-403-5360 or
email RSVP at
rsvp@volunteerfairfax.org. For a
complete list of events and venues
please visit www.nvso.us.

JULY 11-AUG. 29
Drawing: The Natural World. 6:30-

8:30 p.m. at Arlington Arts Center,
3550 Wilson Blvd. This eight-week
course will focus its attention on the
natural world, and teach you to
record what you see, using materials
like graphite, charcoal, and ink.
$250. Ages 18 and older. Call 703-
248-6800, or visit
www.arlingtonartscenter.org for
more.

JULY 12-AUG. 30
Drawing and Painting: The Figure.

6:30-8:30 p.m. at Arlington Arts
Center, 3550 Wilson Blvd. Beginning,
returning, and advanced students
learn drawing and painting in this
course on the human form. $280. 18

and older. Call 703-248-6800, or visit
www.arlingtonartscenter.org.

FRIDAY/JULY 14
The Father of the Bride. 6-11 p.m. at

Gateway Park, 1300 Lee Highway.
Part of the Rosslyn Cinema + Pub in
the Park movie series, featuring a
movie and food from one of the food
trucks on site. Visit rosslynva.org/go/
gateway-park.

SATURDAY/JULY 15
Bilingual Campfire (Spanish/

English). 7-8 p.m. at the Long
Branch Nature Center, 625 S. Carlin
Springs Road. This program will be
filled with entertaining activities that
may include stories, special animal
guests, games, songs and S’mores.
Call 703-228-3403 for more

SATURDAY/JULY 16
R.I.P. - Remove Invasive Plants. 2-

4 p.m. at the Long Branch Nature
Center, 625 S. Carlin Springs Road.

Work parties are held every month
and are making a real difference,
with the return of ferns and
wildflowers, and the animals that
depend on them, in areas once
covered in destructive invasive
plants. Call 703-228-3403 for more.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 19
Project Linus Blankets. 6:30-8:30

p.m. in the Columbia Pike Library,
816 S. Walter Reed Drive. Learn how
to make a Project Linus blanket for a
child in need of comfort, and work
on it for the rest of the summer to
finish it, before dropping it off at the
library for donation. Visit
www.projectlinus.org/about/ or call
703-228-5260 for more.

FRIDAY/JULY 21
Moana. 6-11 p.m. at Gateway Park,

1300 Lee Highway. Hawaiian
themes, part of the Rosslyn Cinema
+ Pub in the Park movie series,
featuring a movie and food from one
of the food trucks on site. Visit
rosslynva.org/go/gateway-park.

Summer Movies
Various Fridays in the summer, from 6-11 p.m.
it’s the Rosslyn Cinema + Pub in the Park at
Gateway Park, 1300 Lee Highway. Summer
movie series features a movie and food from
one of the food trucks on site. Visit
www.rosslynva.org/go/gateway-park for more.
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People

County Board Chairman Jay Fisette rec-
ognized Arlington seniors (55+) for their
volunteerism and leadership during a rec-
ognition luncheon, hosted recently at The
Jefferson retirement community.

Fisette revealed that in a year’s time, se-
niors contributed 18,000 volunteer hours
which was worth $430,000.

Marilyn Marton, chair of the Arlington
Senior Council (ASC) , emceed the event
which was attended by ASC members, se-
nior center advisory committee members
plus the 55+ travel committee, Arlington
Alliance and others. Jane Rudolph, direc-
tor of the Department of Parks and Recre-
ation (DPR) installed the 2017-18 ASC of-
ficers which included Marilyn Marton, chair,
John Gunning, vice chair, Sue Lang, trea-
surer and Andrea Vojtko, secretary.

Jennifer Collins, 55+ Unit Manager, Of-
fice of Senior Adult Programs,, presented
the first Fran DeSilva award for advocacy
to Andrea Walker and outstanding leader-
ship awards to Marge Corletti and
AnneMarie Pittman. Collins recognized
Laura Lazour, retiring DPR Sports and Rec-
reation division chief, and expressed appre-
ciation for her years of support for senior
programs.

From left are Marilyn Marton,
chair; Andrea Vojtko, secretary;

Jane Rudolph, Department of
Parks and Recreation director;
John Gunning, vice chair; Sue

Lang, treasurer, 2017-18 officers
of the Arlington Senior Council.

Seniors Praised for Volunteerism and Leadership

By Eden Brown

The Connection

I
f 1446 Chain Bridge Road were not
in a strip mall next to the Giant su-
permarket in McLean, but down some
sandy road to the beach in East

Hampton, New York or Easton, Md., then
one could imagine it this way: “The McLean
Project for the Arts inhabits a new summer
home it has decorated with stunning mod-
ern canvasses by risk taking painters. The
other night, guests milled about the home,
sipping wine and admiring the art, which
simmered with the sophistication of nearby
New York or Richmond.”

The show, called “Strictly Painting 11,”
features Arlington and Washington, D.C.
artists as well as Charlottesville area paint-
ers. Some of the paintings in the show are
rich with color; some rely more on design
and limit the color to grey, black, and white.
All of the exhibited work makes one want
to “meet the people who live in this sum-
mer home” — the painters — and those who
created this oasis of modern art squeezed
in between a Turkish restaurant and the
CVS.

At the opening reception for the show on
June 15, people came in to sip wine and do
just that. This juried biennial exhibition of
the work of artists from the mid-Atlantic
region explores the medium of painting.
The juror who elected the entries is Anne
Reeve, assistant curator at Glenstone, a pri-
vate museum near Washington, D.C. de-
voted to modern and contemporary art.

One artist, Sally Kauffman, stood in front
of her oil on canvas painting called “On and
On,” a vibrant scene at the outdoor concert
series in Washington, D.C. last summer. She
did a series of three paintings showing
people outdoors at the concert, talking and
taking in the music — it’s a loud, boister-
ous canvas that reminds one of the Bal du
Moulin de la Galette or the Dejeuner des

Canotiers by Renoir, so full of life and color
that you can hear the conversation and
laughter.

It’s not impressionist at all but a blend of
abstract and representational art. Two of
the series were purchased by the city of
Washington for it’s art in public spaces pro-
gram.

At the show, visitors can treat themselves
to modern art reminiscent of the fundamen-
tal life objects of Claes Oldenburg, the re-
claimed house paint can lids, “The Colors
of Our Lives” by Steven Dobbin, actually
soothing to look at — and the eggs on toast
with ketchup bottle, “Match Enemy” by

Jenny Walton.
Sue Grace of Arlington had a painting

selected for the juried show, with the title,
“Injury and Pardon.”

Like many of Grace’s paintings, it has a
muted palette of colors, and looking at it
makes one feel allowed in on an intimate
moment of emotion. Grace says, “In this
painting I was looking at the notion of for-
giveness: how that word gets framed. For
me, painting is a fascinating battleground
where abstraction combats the figurative.”
Grace has been painting full time for 10
years: reemerging after an earlier art ca-
reer and raising a family.

Nancy Sauser, the MPA executive direc-
tor, said most of the work she shows is from
the mid-Atlantic region. The summer exhibit
was physically set up by Jen Lillis who is
the gallery manager and did the lighting for
the show in its new, temporary space, while
renovations on the MPA take place. The
show will be open to the public through
Aug. 12.

McLean Project for the Arts is located at
1446 Chain Bridge Road, McLean. Its hours
are Mondays-Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 9:30
p.m., and Fridays-Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Email info@mpaart.org or call 703-
790-1953.

House Paint and Risk Takers at McLean Project for the Arts
At “Strictly Painting
11” exhibit.

Sue Grace, an Arlington painter, with Jen Lillis and
Nancy Sauser, executive director of the McLean
Project for the Arts.

“Injury and Pardon,” by Sue Grace. Grace says, “In
this painting I was looking at the notion of forgive-
ness — how that emotion gets framed. For me,
painting is a fascinating battleground where ab-
straction combats the figurative.”
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Pat’s Masonry LLC 

25 Years Experience
Free Estimates 

All Work Guaranteed

Class A Contractors License also Insured

For all your masonry needs
• Brick • Stone • Flagstone • Concrete • Patios 

• Walkways • Retaining & Decorative Walls • Repairs

540-481-6519 
www.patsmasonry.com • patsmasonry@yahoo.com

Education●Learning●Fun

By Marilyn Campbell

T
amyka Mason says that she was struggling
with academics, finances and time manage-
ment. She knew that she needed to make a

change, but didn’t have a source for guidance. Ma-
son discovered the Women in Search of Excellence
(WISE) Mentoring Program run by Northern Virginia
Community College and her life began to change.

“When I joined WISE, [I] was assigned [a] mentor
and learned how to speak about the challenges I was
facing and the goals I had,” said Mason. “[My men-
tor] helped me dramatically … plan for future
events.”

The upcoming summer months offer teens an op-
portunity to connect with adults other than parents
who can offer guidance through mentorship pro-
grams. Finding the right mentoring match can be a
life-altering experience, say experts.

“Through supportive relationships with adult men-
tors, teens can learn how to develop practical goals,
identify resources to accomplish goals … regulate
emotions, communicate effectively with others and
cope better with stress,” said Jerome Short, Ph.D.,
associate professor of psychology at George Mason
University.

The Virginia Mentoring Partnership (VMP) is a
source for those who are looking for a mentor or
those who want to mentor others. The organization’s
program managers train mentoring program coordi-
nators and mentors. Their goal is to increase the num-
ber and quality of mentoring programs in Virginia.
VMP maintains a database where prospective men-
tors or mentees can plug in a ZIP code and find the
closest mentoring program.

“We provide support across the State of Virginia to
help align program practices that research shows
make high quality mentorship programs,” said Betsy
Bilharz, Virginia Mentoring Partnership. “We recruit,
screen and match mentors with young people using
that set of standards.”

Recognizing that a
mentoring relationship is not
usually a relationship of
equals is an important aspect

of mentorships, says Amy L. Best, Ph.D., professor
and chair, Department of Sociology and Anthropol-
ogy at George Mason University. “There are really
two types of mentors: those who provide guidance
and willingly share knowledge they have accrued
from their experience in the field,” she said. “The
second type are those who facilitate opportunity,
vouching for someone or helping the person with
points of contact in their area of interest. Both are
important.”

THE MENTORING RELATIONSHIP develops best
when mentors listen to a young person’s concerns
and expectations [and] empathize and tailor support
and skill building around the teen’s needs and with
their input, says Short. “The relationship should ben-
efit both the mentor and the teen through expres-
sions of gratitude, a sense of accomplishment, and
expectations for future support and success.”

Effective mentors are as interested as they are in-
teresting and are forthcoming with accounts of their
own struggles and the strategies they used to over-
come them, says Best. “The best mentors listen first
and then lead. It’s not a one size fits all relation-
ship,” she said. “The best mentors are concrete in
their guidance and work with attainable and flex-
ible goals. [They] don’t play favorites, but work to
create an ethos of fairness and mutual respect.”

Tykesha R. Myrick works as a financial aid man-
ager at Northern Virginia Community College
(NOVA) and is the founder of the WISE program on
campus. The program, which targets minority
women, pairs students with adult professionals who
offer guidance to the students, many of whom are
the first in their families to attend college. “The rela-
tionships go beyond academic accomplishments and
are life changing and life lasting,” said Myrick. “The
goal is to provide a holistic environment for these
young women.”

Mentorship programs such as WISE work best
when those being mentored are receptive. “The [best]
mentees [respect] the mentor’s gift of time [and]
recognize the importance of learning by listening and
ask thoughtful questions, and they are open and re-
sponsive to guidance,” said Best. “It is equally im-

portant to invest not simply
in the best and brightest, but
those with the smallest glim-
mer of promise. Good men-
tors move mountains.”

Finding the Right Mentor
A mentor can brighten a
young person’s future.

The Women
in Search of
Excellence
(WISE)
Mentoring
Program run
by Northern
Virginia
Community
College is
designed to
address
challenges
faced by
young women
in higher
education.

Photo courtesy of

Northern Virginia

Community

College

Details
For more on Virginia Mentoring Partnership, visit

vamentoring.org or connect.mentoring.org.
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L
eadership Center for Excellence
celebrated the accomplishments
of 30 up-and-coming leaders dur-
ing the Young Professionals Pro-

gram Spring Class of 2017 graduation cer-
emony at Marymount University on Tues-
day, June 6.

The Young Professionals Program Spring
Class of 2017 participated in the four-month
long program beginning this past spring that
helped them expand their footprint in the
community, connect with established com-
munity leaders, develop an awareness of
community needs and cultivate new lead-
ership skills.

Goals of the Young Professionals Program
include philanthropic awareness, civic en-
gagement, leadership skills development
and networking. These leaders were given
the opportunity to hone their skills and ac-
quire the resources and knowledge neces-
sary to act as agents of change in their com-
munity as a result of the program.

Program graduates include:
Brandon Benzin, Accenture Federal

Services
Maria Board, Burke and Herbert

Bank
Samar Brown, FMWR Child and

Youth Services
Kaelin Browne, Federal Financial

Institutions Examination Council

Agnes Kucharski, Freddie Mac
Holly LeFurge, Freddie Mac
Molly McIntosh, CNA
Stefanie Mikkalson, Freddie Mac
Taylor Neill, Arlington County

Commissioner of Revenue
Davida Parson, Arlington County -

Department of Human Services
Renee Queen, Accenture Federal

Services

Lauren Budik,
McEnearney Associates

Eddie Camara, BB&T
Bank

Jorge Carvajal,
Arlington County -
Department of Manage-
ment and Finance

Michelle Clohan,
Greystar

Hannah
Dannenfelser, Arling-
ton Chamber of Com-
merce

Filicia Davenport,
Freddie Mac

Emily Davies, Freddie
Mac

Ashley Emerson,
Arlington Community
Federal Credit Union

Tierra Evans, Freddie
Mac

Alex Falck, Virginia Hospital Center
Dylan Fellerman, Freddie Mac
Lauren Fookes, Rocklands Barbeque

and Grilling Company
Samantha Fox, Freddie Mac
JP Garcia, Freddie Mac
Julia Gardner, Freddie Mac
Christie Ibaraki, Accenture Federal

Services

30 Leaders Graduate from Leadership Center

The graduates of the Leadership Center for Excellence’s Young Professionals Program
Spring Class of 2017.

Nathaniel Root, Arlington Partner-
ship for Affordable Housing

Alicia Walker, FMWR Child and Youth
Services

Ned Waterfall, Arlington County Fire
Department

For more information on the Leadership
Center for Excellence, visit
www.leadercenter.org or call 703-528-
2522.

De la Pava Honored
Arlington County Treasurer Carla de la

Pava received the President’s Award at the
2017 Treasurers’ Association of Virginia
(TAV) annual conference in Virginia Beach.
De la Pava was commended for providing
excellent service to the citizens of Arling-
ton County and for her contributions to the
association. Stafford County Treasurer
Laura M. Rudy, outgoing TAV President,
presented the award to de la Pava, “In ap-
preciation and recognition of her leadership
and years of dedicated service to the Trea-
surers’ Association of Virginia.”

De la Pava was elected treasurer of Ar-
lington County in 2014. Prior to being
elected treasurer, she served as chief deputy
treasurer for six years. She is the first fe-
male and first Hispanic to be elected trea-

surer in Arlington. One measure of a
Treasurer’s Office’s effectiveness is the tax
delinquency rate, which in Arlington in
2016 was an all-time low of 0.24 percent
and is recognized as the lowest in Virginia.

New ART and
STAR Fares

The County Board has approved fare in-
creases for Arlington Transit (ART) and
Specialized Transportation for Arlington
Residents (STAR), the county’s transit ser-
vice for people with disabilities. The new
fares will take effect on June 25.
ART fares

The ART adult fare will increase from
$1.75 to $2 and the ART discount fare for
seniors, students and people with disabili-

News Briefs

ties will increase from $0.85 to $1.
The adult fare increase matches a recent

fare increase for Metrobus that goes into
effect this summer. ART fares have tracked
with Metrobus rates to help keep bus fares
uniform across the region.

The fare increase will also help offset in-
creases in ART’s operating expenses. The
base fare for ART was last increased in July
2014, by $0.25. Since then, ART has con-
tinued to grow – with the addition of two
new routes and with system ridership in-
creasing by 10 percent through the fiscal
year ending June 2016.
STAR fares

STAR Zone 1 fare will increase from $3.50
to $4, the STAR Zone 2 fare will increase
from $5 to $5.50 and the Zone 3 fare will
increase from $9 to $9.50.

The increases will keep the Zone 1 fare

at double the ART adult fare, while also
helping to offset increases in STAR operat-
ing expenses.

Other fare changes include extending the
iRide half-fare program to elementary
school students, and allowing personal care
attendants to ride ART for free when ac-
companying a MetroAccess rider.

Arlington middle and high school stu-
dents are able to ride ART at half-fare
through the iRide program, while children
up to age 6 ride free on ART. Some parents
had asked why they must pay full-fare for
their younger children while their older
children ride at half-fare. Extending iRide
to elementary school students would cor-
rect this situation.

Extending free rides to the personal care
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Saturday Vigil: 5:30 PM
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All Are
Welcome!

Diocese of Arlington
Victim Assistance Coordinators

For Sexually Abused Minors
703-841-2530 • 703-841-2759

The Diocese of Arlington provides comprehensive assistance to anyone who as a minor
was sexually abused by a priest, deacon, teacher, employee or representative of the
diocese. Parents, guardians, children and survivors of sexual abuse are invited and

encouraged to contact the diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinators, experienced social
workers, who will provide a confidential consultation.

The Diocese of Arlington is committed to assisting

victims/survivors throughout the healing process.

For further information, see www.arlingtondiocese.org

People

A
rlington will honor three women
– Jacqueline (Jackie) Snelling,
Jennifer Nycz-Conner and
Patricia Funegra — as the

county’s 2017 Women of Vision at an award
ceremony Tuesday, June 27. The women are
being recognized by the county’s Commis-
sion on the Status of Women for their out-
standing commitment and leadership in the
community.

The commission also will honor Dr. Emma
Violand-Sanchez with a Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award. Violand-Sanchez has been an
active community member and civic leader
in Arlington for decades. She served on the
Arlington School Board and is the founder
and past president of the Dream Project, Inc.

The celebration will take place at 7 p.m.
on June 27 at Arlington Economic
Development’s offices, 1100 North Glebe
Road, Suite 1500, Arlington.

Tickets are not required, but a $25 dona-
tion per person is requested. For more in-
formation on the Women of Vision Awards,
at https://commissions.arlingtonva.us/

commission-status-women/csw-awards/.

ABOUT THE 2017 Arlington County
Women of Vision:

❖ Jacqueline (Jackie) Snelling — Gov-
ernment

A public servant in Arlington for many
years, Snelling worked closely with school
officials in the 1990s to address capacity
issues, producing the first space guidelines
for construction of schools in Arlington,
ensuring that equitable space was given to

all schools. Following the Sept. 9, 2011 at-
tack on the Pentagon, she worked to estab-
lish a public preparedness program that
tapped into Arlington’s volunteers. Her
work in this area eventually resulted in the
formation of the Emergency Planning Ad-
visory Commission.

❖ Jennifer Nycz-Conner — Business
As editor at large for the Washington Busi-

ness Journal. Nycz-Conner often covers is-
sues affecting women. She has worked with
the journal’s Women Who Mean Business
program to recognize top female executives

in the region.
❖ Patricia Funegra — Nonprofit
Founder and CEO of the non-profit La

Cocina VA, whose mission is to “use food as
the agent for social and economic change
generating workforce and economic devel-
opment,” Funegra empowers women by
teaching them employable skills, while also
addressing hunger and nutrition issues in the
Hispanic community. She has established
corporate partnerships to help with career
placement for those in the program. She was
featured as one of the Fifty Under Fifty Inno-
vative Leaders Transforming DC’s Food Sys-
tem. She was invited to participate in a presi-
dential roundtable addressing the challenges
and successes of Women Entrepreneurs.

The Commission on the Status of Women
works to advance initiatives and policies
that empower women, and serves as a com-
munity advocate and resource on the so-
cial and economic interests of all Arlington
women. The commission is an Arlington
County Board advisory group and members
are appointed by the County Board.

Arlington Honors 2017 Women of Vision

Jacqueline
(Jackie)
Snelling

Jennifer
Nycz-Conner

Patricia
Funegra

Dr. Emma
Violand-Sanchez

From Page 12

attendants of MetroAccess users would en-
able more MetroAccess and STAR users to
meet their travel needs using ART. More
people with disabilities would be able to
ride ART if an aide could assist them to and
from bus stops and with transferring be-
tween routes. Riders would also benefit
from using ART because they do not have
to book a STAR ride a day or more in ad-
vance.

Land Exchange
Effort Ends

The U.S. Army has informed Arlington
County that it will no longer pursue a land
exchange with the county. The Army has
said it will use the entire former Navy An-
nex site, along Columbia Pike, to expand
Arlington National Cemetery.

The Army’s decision means it intends to
retain all federal land at the former Navy
Annex. It also will acquire for the cemetery
about five acres of public land now owned

News Briefs

by Arlington County and more than seven
acres of public land now owned by the Com-
monwealth of Virginia that support the ex-
isting transportation network. The Army
originally had proposed, and Arlington had
worked for years to achieve, a land ex-
change agreement. The agreement would
have provided Arlington with land south of
a realigned Columbia Pike that the county
had hoped to use to meet a variety of pub-
lic facility needs.

The realigned Southgate Road will carry
traffic coming to and from Joint Base Myer
Henderson Hall. The Realigned Columbia
Pike will be rebuilt in a manner consistent
with the county’s Columbia Pike
Multimodal Project, as a four-lane roadway
with a sidewalk and a shared-use path, im-
proved landscaping, enhanced lighting and
undergrounding of utilities.

Arlington National Cemetery is projected
to run out of burial space in the early 2040s.
The roadway realignment and the land that
will be acquired from Arlington County and
the Commonwealth will provide 38 more
acres of contiguous burial space to accom-
modate approximately 50,000 more burial

spaces, extending the closure date of the
cemetery until the mid-2050s, based on the
current demand and interment rates.

Police to Conduct
Sobriety Checkpoint

On Friday, June 23, the Arlington County
Police Department will conduct a sobriety
checkpoint. This enforcement effort is in
support of the U.S. Department of
Transportation’s National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA) National
campaign to combat drunk driving drunk
driving by combining high-visibility enforce-
ment with heightened public awareness
through advertising and publicity.

Officers will stop all vehicles passing
through the checkpoint and ask to see the
licenses of drivers. Any driver suspected of
operating a vehicle while under the influ-
ence of drugs or alcohol will be directed to
a safe area off the roadway for further ob-
servation and possible testing.

The maximum penalty in Virginia for the
first conviction for driving under the influ-

ence is 12 months in jail, a $2,500 fine and
a 12-month suspension of driving privileges.

Additional Video
On Assault Suspect

On June 20, Arlington County Police re-
leased surveillance video (see video at
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=X1F0TOIYT0o) capturing the sus-
pect reentering the residential building in
the 1500 block of Key Boulevard on Sun-
day, May 7, 2017 following the sexual as-
sault. After entering the building, the sus-
pect was captured on earlier released sur-
veillance video in the elevator of the build-
ing.

Police continue to investigate leads in this
case and ask that anyone with information
on the identity of the suspect or details sur-
rounding this investigation call 703-228-
5050. Information can also be reported
anonymously to Arlington County Crime
Solvers at 1-866-411-TIPS. Crime Solvers
tips leading to the arrest of the suspect may
be eligible for a cash reward.
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Computers

JENNIFER  SMITH

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal

➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

Serving the Area Since 1995

Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN’S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 

FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

Announcements Announcements

Announcements Announcements

Announcements Announcements
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www.mainstreet-home-improvement.com

(703) 587-7762
Residential & Commercial Remodeling

Quality Builds Trust
Based in Vienna, VA

License #2705146711

Siding
Decks Roofing

Windows
Patios

Improvements Improvements

Admitting Clerk
Medical Records Position

Mclean Surgery Center is looking is looking 
for a positive, hardworking individual who 

can work well in a team environment. We are 

cludes front desk/registration, patient phone 
calls, and medical records. Ideal candidates 
would possess excellent customer service 
skills, experience working within a medical/
healthcare environment, ability to multitask 

strong interpersonal skills in order to com
municate by phone or email with patients, 

ing of HIPAA laws would be preferred. Hours 
would be from 7:30 – 4:00PM. This is a great 
opportunity for the right person.  If interested 

resume to Dottie: dseesley@mcleansc.com

Employment

Bulletin Board
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See Bulletin,  Page 15

an autograph session, raffle for
specially autographed Vernon Davis
memorabilia and Mezlan products.
This summer giving promotion will
continue through Aug. 31. Visit
www.bgcgw.org/.

SUNDAY/JUNE 25
Guest Pastor. Various times at Rock

Spring Congregational UCC, 5010
Little Falls Road. Dr. Leonard
Hamlin, Senior Pastor of Macedonia
Baptist Church Arlington, will offer
fresh and varied perspectives on the
Bible and issues facing the
community and the world in a series
called “Other Voices.” Visit
www.rockspringucc.org for more.

MONDAY/JUNE 26
Net Neutrality Forum. 7:30 p.m. at

Founders Hall, George Mason
University, 3351 Fairfax Drive. U.S.
Rep. Don Beyer will host a forum on
net neutrality in Arlington, Virginia
with former Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) Chair Tom
Wheeler and former FCC General
Counsel Jonathan Sallet. The FCC is
now soliciting public comments on its
proposals, which makes it important
to understand their potential impact
on everyone who uses the Internet.
Visit www.eventbrite.com and search
“The Future of Net Neutrality.”

TUESDAY/JUNE 27
Information Session. 6-7:30 p.m.

Leadership Center for Excellence is
now accepting applications and
holding an information session for
the Young Professionals Program Fall
Class of 2017, a program that aims to
develop leaders in various sectors
across the D.C. Metropolitan area
over a four-month period. Interested
parties may RSVP for info sessions
and apply for the program online at
leadercenter.org/ypp-information-
session/. The application may be
found online at
www.leadercenter.org with a rolling
admission deadline until Aug. 4,
2017.

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 28
Gardening Talks &

Demonstrations. 7 p.m. at the
Arlington Central Library, 1015 N.
Quincy St. The Arlington Food
Assistance Center and the Master
Gardeners of Northern Virginia will
sponsor a series of talks and
demonstrations about gardening. In
addition to basic gardening
techniques, topics will include wild
edibles, pollinators, food preparation
and preservation, and more. For a
complete schedule, visit
www.afac.org/.

THURSDAY/JUNE 29
Comment Deadline. The Virginia

Department of Transportation accept
community input on lighting
alternatives for the W&OD Trail
Pedestrian and Bicycle Bridge over
U.S. Route 29 (Lee Highway). The
alternatives are based on input
received during a planning workshop
held in April and a public meeting
held in May. Visit VDOT’s project
page. Email your comments or
questions to
Transform66@VDOT.Virginia.gov.
Mail written comments to Ms.
Amanda J. Baxter, Special Projects
Development Manager, VDOT
Northern Virginia District, 4975
Alliance Drive, Fairfax, VA 22030.
Reference “W&OD Trail Bridge” in
the subject line. Visit
Transform66.org for more.

FRIDAY/JUNE 30
Nomination Deadline. Leadership

Center for Excellence seeks
nominations for its regional 40 Under
40 event. Honorees will be
recognized for the positive personal
and/or professional leadership
impact they make in the community
at a luncheon in November. Visit
leadercenter.org/40-under-40/.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 5
Gardening Talks &

Demonstrations. 7 p.m. at the
Arlington Central Library, 1015 N.
Quincy St. The Arlington Food
Assistance Center and the Master
Gardeners of Northern Virginia will
sponsor a series of talks and
demonstrations about gardening. In
addition to basic gardening
techniques, topics will include wild
edibles, pollinators, food preparation
and preservation, and more. For a
complete schedule, visit
www.afac.org/.

FRIDAY/JULY 7
Application Deadline. The Arlington

County Police Department is now
accepting applications for the fall
Citizen’s Police Academy. The 21st
Citizen’s Police Academy will begin
on Thursday, Sept. 7, 2017. The
Academy will consist of 12 sessions
that meet on Thursdays from 6:30-
9:30 p.m. at police headquarters,
located at 1425 North Courthouse
Road. Individuals who wish to apply
will be subject to a background
check. Applications are due no later
than Friday, July 7, 2017. Contact
the Training and Career Development
Unit at 703-228-4247 or by email at
ACPDTraining@arlingtonva.us.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 12
Gardening Talks &

Demonstrations. 7 p.m. at the
Arlington Central Library, 1015 N.
Quincy St. The Arlington Food
Assistance Center and the Master
Gardeners of Northern Virginia will
sponsor a series of talks and
demonstrations about gardening. In
addition to basic gardening
techniques, topics will include wild
edibles, pollinators, food preparation
and preservation, and more. For a
complete schedule, visit
www.afac.org/.

TUESDAY/JULY 18
Meet Zoe. 11 a.m. at Arlington Mill

Community and Senior Center. Zoe is
a Yorkshire Terrier, who’s allergy
free, doesn’t shed and enjoys people.
Zoe is a registered, certified therapy
dog. Zoe does over a dozen tricks,
and followed by that, there’s time
allotted for her to be held. There will
also be information given about the
Yorkie breed by Chuck and Patty
Toftoy. Handouts are provided. Free.
For more, visit
www.parks.arlingtonvs.us/events

WEDNESDAY/JULY 19
Gardening Talks &

Demonstrations. 7 p.m. at the
Arlington Central Library, 1015 N.
Quincy St. The Arlington Food
Assistance Center and the Master
Gardeners of Northern Virginia will
sponsor a series of talks and
demonstrations about gardening. In
addition to basic gardening
techniques, topics will include wild
edibles, pollinators, food preparation
and preservation, and more. For a
complete schedule, visit
www.afac.org/plot-against-hunger/
pah-events/.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 26
Gardening Talks &

Demonstrations. 7 p.m. at the
Arlington Central Library, 1015 N.
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By KENNETH B. LOURIE

If you live long enough, it’s quite likely that
many of the family members/generations born
before you will have predeceased you. Moreover,
the family members born before them, two
generations-plus behind, are most surely to be
geshtorbin (Yiddish for dead) as well. The effect:
memory loss. Specifically, the memories lost of a
generation of great grandparents – and beyond,
you probably never knew or for whom you have
extremely limited knowledge; after all, you were
an infant when your maternal grandmother died.
And when your widowed mother died nearly
nine years ago, you lost what may very well have
been that final anecdotal connection to your
family’s history, especially if your Jewish and your
grandparents immigrated from Russia, Romania,
The Baltic States, etc. before World War II where
recorded history of Jews was evidence not
documentation.

It just so happens that in my family, in fact,
our closest surviving cousins, Ronnie and Gil,
who themselves are in their 80s, are alive and
extremely well and living with their daughter,
Jayne, in Massachusetts. This past weekend,
Ronnie and Gil drove eight hours to visit my
brother Richard and me. And though we are
regularly in touch over the phone, it has been
years since we were all together in Washington,
D.C. And being in their company, naturally we
reminisced – ALL WEEKEND. What spawned this
column was a comment Ronnie (a singer/pianist
in Boston for 25 years) made in response to a
question we asked about whether there was any
other musical talent in the family. She said quite
matter of factly that my maternal great-grandfa-
ther – who I had never met or even heard of
before, “was a cantor in Russia – with a beautiful
voice” (who never left Russia). “What! I never
knew that.” I don’t recall knowing anything about
my great grandparents, maternal or paternal.

You see, Ronnie was there almost at the
beginning. She was the first born to my mother’s
oldest sibling and only sister, my Auntie Lee. My
mother was the baby of the family – after two
brothers were born. As such, the age difference
between my mother and Ronnie was about 14
years, atypical for a niece and an aunt. As a
result, Ronnie was witness to lots of family history
that I thought might have been lost forever when
my mother died in 2008. As a few examples,
Ronnie knows who was present at my mother’s
“Auntie’s” house for Passover Cedar in the early
1960s. She knew that “Auntie” was my mother’s
mother’s brother’s widow, not my mother’s
mother’s sister. I certainly didn’t. She knew that
three families/our cousins lived together in this
three-story home and all worked together in the
family market: Levine’s. Still more that I didn’t I
know.

Another family connection Ronnie and Gil
reminded us of was a family line we have in
South America. Again, before World War II, one
of my maternal grandfather’s (Hyman) brother’s
Simon (Shimon) immigrated to Argentina where
to this day exists first (Eduardo) and second cous-
ins (names I’m afraid don’t know) I’ve never met,
though Ronnie and Gil have met numerous times
in Miami and in Argentina (Ronnie and Gil used
to live in South Florida). The more we talked, the
more we travelled back in time. But I won’t self-
indulge myself and bore you any longer. I will try
to wrap it up in the next paragraph.

My mother, Celia died in December2008, my
father died in December 2006. With their pass-
ing, my brother and I lost – among a million
other things, their first-hand, on-site accounts of
our Lourie/Blacker history dating back 150 years
or so to Russia/Eastern Europe, before any of my
relatives immigrated to America. Ronnie, my
mother’s cherished niece, knows as much about
our family history as there is still to know and her
husband of nearly 63 years, Gil, knows almost as
much. Their visit wasn’t just a weekend. It was a
lifetime. A weekend of a lifetime for which
Richard and I are extraordinarily grateful.
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Good is not 
good, where 

better is 
expected.

-Thomas Fuller

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst mis-

takes that can be made in his subject 
and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg
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Quincy St. The Arlington Food Assistance Center
and the Master Gardeners of Northern Virginia
will sponsor a series of talks and demonstrations
about gardening. In addition to basic gardening
techniques, topics will include wild edibles,
pollinators, food preparation and preservation,
and more. For a complete schedule, visit
www.afac.org/.

DEADLINE AUG. 4
Leadership Center for Excellence is now

accepting applications and holding an
information session for the Young Professionals
Program Fall Class of 2017, a program that aims
to develop leaders in various sectors across the
D.C. Metropolitan area over a four-month
period. The application may be found online at
www.leadercenter.org with a rolling admission
deadline until Aug. 4, 2017. An information
session will be held on Tuesday, June 27 from 6-
7:30 p.m. Interested parties may RSVP for info
sessions and apply for the program online at
leadercenter.org/ypp-information-session/.

GET MORE WITH SNAP
Arlington and Alexandria Farmers’ Markets

accept SNAP/EBT (Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program) cards for purchases. SNAP/
EBT customers can purchase farm fresh produce
at local area farmers’ markets and get matching
bonus tokens to add to their purchases. Virginia
Cooperative will be on-site at several local
farmers’ markets of Alexandria and Arlington to
provide more information on SNAP and offer
food tastings, prizes and more at the Arlington
Farmers’ Market, N. 14th and Courthouse Rpad
(second Saturday of the month) and Columbia
Pike Farmers’ Market, 2820 Columbia Pike
(third Sunday of the month).

ONGOING
Aging Matters. 2-3 p.m. Tuesdays on WERA 96.7

LP FM on Arlington’s community radio station.
Each week host Cheryl Beversdorf interviews
individuals with expertise about a broad array of
aging related topics affecting the lives of older
adults and their loved ones. Visit
www.facebook.com/agingmatterswera to listen
to programs.

Volunteer Bike Repair Night. First Tuesday of
the month, 6-9 p.m. at Phoenix Bikes, Barcroft
Park, 4200 S. Four Mile Run Drive. Volunteers
gather to refurbish bikes, sort parts or help with
essential tasks. No experience necessary.

Public Financial Fraud, Waste and Abuse
Hotline. On Tuesday. Nov. 15. the Arlington
County launched a new public hotline that offers
a confidential and secure way to report
suspected incidents of financial fraud, waste and
abuse. Anyone can submit a complaint to the
hotline at 1-866-565-9206 or at
arlingtonva.ethicaladvocate.com. The hotline
website is available in English and Spanish.
Phone calls can be taken in many languages.

The Arlington Food Assistance Center’s Plot
Against Hunger program is again seeking local
vegetable gardeners and farmers willing to grow
and donate fresh produce to the AFAC food
pantry. AFAC can provide free vegetable seeds
to those who pledge to donate produce from
community or personal gardens. Seeds available
now at AFAC, 2708 S. Nelson Street, during
regular business hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30
a.m.-4:30 p.m. and Saturdays 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Visit www.afac.org/ or contact Puwen at
Puwen.Lee@afac.org or 703-845-8486.

Created by the Arlington Initiative to Rethink
Energy (AIRE) in partnership with the
Arlington Public Library,the nation’s First Energy
Lending Library made its debut on Earth Day.
Meant to resolve energy issues in the Arlington
community, efficiency tools such thermal
imaging cameras, energy meters and books play
a vital role in achieving a “greener” home. Open
Sun-Sat 10 a.m.-9 p.m. 1015 N. Quincy St. Visit
library.arlingtonva.us/locations/central-library
or call 703-228-5990.

Arlington Rotary Club Lunches. Thursdays,
12-1:30 p.m. at Washington Golf & Country
Club, 3017 N. Glebe Road. Organization brings
together political and business leaders for
humanitarian services. Eat and listen to guest
speakers. Admission is $26 for non-members.
Visit www.arlingtonrotaryclub.org.

Job Seeking Help. 5-9 p.m at Columbia Pike
Branch Library, 816 S. Walter Reed Drive.
Receive job-related help from the staff and
volunteers with applications. Free, but requires
registration. Visit www.arlingtonva.libcal.com/.
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