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Fatal Delay?
Andrew Adkins redevelopment
could be endangered.
By Vernon Miles
Gazette Packet

urrently, there are 90
units of affordable
housing at the Andrew Adkins Housing
public housing community. The
properties, owned by Alexandria
Redevelopment and Housing Authority (ARHA), are at the center
of plans for redevelopment that
will bring the number of affordable housing units at the location
to 60 units.
The number of affordable units
at the redeveloped Andrew Adkins

C

Photo by Steve Mutty

Boatswain’s Mate Third Class Nate Howard conducts a tour aboard the deck of
Eagle Sept. 5.

USCG Cutter Eagle moors in Old Town.

Cold Case Revisited

By Vernon Miles

I

Photo by Charles Heatley

The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Eagle moors at Point Lumley Park in Old Town Sept.
4, marking the first time in 11 years that the vessel known as “America’s Tall
Ship” returned to the Washington area.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

t seemed like Aug. 21 was going to be a good day for Curtis
King. It was the end of summer
in 1994. King had just returned to
his house on 6100 block of Edsall
Road from southern Virginia for a
reunion. He’d gone out to grab some
food at McDonald’s for his children,
and was just going out to see another relative who was in town. But
as he walked out of the house, King
was murdered in a hail of gunfire
in front of his house.
King’s murder is one of the cold
cases that haunts Alexandria:
Cases where investigations where

the Alexandria
Police looked
through
the Sgt. Curtis
clues and hunted King,
for suspects, but murdered
came up empty. in 1994
But these cases
aren’t forgotten. Years later, Police
Sgt. Dave Cutting and Detective
Ryan Clinch are still looking
through the Alexandria’s cold
cases and looking for new information.
Witnesses to the shooting say
they saw the shooter step out of
the passenger side of a black
Nissan 240Z with dark tinted win
See Cold Case, Page 27
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or the first time in 11 years, the U.S. Coast
Guard Cutter Eagle arrived in the Washington area, mooring at Old Town’s Point
Lumley Park Sept. 4 as part of the tall ship’s summer deployment.
Also known as “America’s Tall
Ship,” Eagle is the largest tall ship fly-

ing the U.S. flag and the only active commissioned sailing vessel in American military service.
Eagle is the only square-rigger in the U.S. military services and is used to train students at the
U.S. Coast Guard Academy in New London, Conn.
“The Eagle has a fascinating history,” said Old Town resident Hal
Hardaway after touring the vessel
Sept. 5. “Eagle was hull #508 built
See USCG, Page 28
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See Fatal Delay, Page 30

Ongoing Alexandria mystery of
murdered Army sergeant
and father of two.

‘America’s Tall Ship’
By Jeanne Theismann

has been the subject of an ongoing
fight between ARHA leadership
and the City Council. Thirty more
units will be built off site to fulfill
the city requirement that lost affordable housing units be replaced
on a one-to-one basis, but in June
the City Council emphasized that
the Adkins location should be gaining affordable housing units, not
losing them. As the new legislative
session begins, it’s beginning to
look like the redevelopment project
will most likely not meet the deadlines for tax credits in the spring.
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News

Back to School

Day One at Maury Elementary.
Photos by Vernon Miles/Gazette Packet

By Vernon Miles
Gazette Packet

t Maury Elementary, the
end of the first day of
school on Sept. 5, the parents filled the front lawn of
the school, between the building and
the school buses, all waiting for the
sight of their children. When the bell
rang and the students emerged, the
lawn was filled with hugs and excited
chatter about new classes and new
friends. But the students and parents
weren’t the only ones with first day
jitters. Outside the school, faculty and
staff gathered around the stairs to
make sure students got safely to their
buses or parents, then swapped stories about the first day back at school.

A

“It was awesome. [Today]
went really well.”
— Lizzie Demers, Maury Elementary
School student
For Ivey Malleck and Caroline Dick,
students at Maury, the first day went
really well, but neither could escape
the lingering sense that the summer
had felt too short. Still, both Malleck
and Dick said they were excited to get
back to their favorite subjects: reading and writing.
“It was awesome,” said Lizzie
Demers. “It went really well. I got the
teacher I wanted. We went to [physical education], math, and lunch … We
have free lunch now, [which means]
we can sit with whoever we want, so
I got to sit with a good friend.”
Lizzie was outside the school with
her younger brother, Matt Demers,
who said he had a good first day at
Kindergarten.

Maury students leaving at the end of the first day.
First days are also a little different from
regular school days, so a few students said
they were withholding their judgement on
the school year. Lucy Jones said the day
went well but noted that they didn’t really
have a traditional class day. Still, Jones
loved going to her encore music class, and
said she’s excited to learn more science this
year.
For Victor Powell, it was his first real day
as principal of Maury Elementary.
“Today was good,” Powell said. “The
buses ran on time. Staff helped everything
go smoothly.”
Powell came to Maury from Samuel W.

T.C. Williams’ band plays in front of the school as the first day kicks off.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Maury faculty and staff after the first day of school.

Tucker Elementary School, a year-round
school where Powell worked as vice principal. In comparison, Powell said Maury feels
more smaller and intimate.
“It’s half the size of Tucker,” said Powell.
“It’s very personable here. People walk to
this school.”
For Powell, one of the lessons of Tucker
was that a good school community and
good leadership is built on getting to know
about the students, staff, and parents outside of the classroom, and for those people
to know more about him.
“I’m a routine person,” said Powell.
“When I drive my kid to daycare in the

morning; it helps to center me. I’m an early
bird, so then I get here early to get a lay of
the land.”
When the buses pull up to the school at
7:30, Powell said it’s important for him and
the staff to be out there to greet the students. Throughout the day, he says one of
his main roles is to go into the different
classrooms and be visible.
“The students need to see you,” Powell
said, “especially at their age and level of
development. The parents need to see you
too. You need to make sure they know who
See Maury Elementary, Page 17

T.C. Williams’ Leadership Team celebrates the first day of school.
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Old Town

Old Town
$1,595,000

$3,995,000

214 North Royal Street. Elegant circa
1846 detached residence with off street
parking and a gorgeous walled garden
with heated pool! Beautifully renovated
with 4 bedrooms, 4.5 baths and over
6,000 sq. ft. of living space. Gracious
rooms with tall windows, soaring ceilings,
exquisite moldings and 2 gas ﬁreplaces.
This grand home with a Chef’s kitchen
is perfect for entertaining large groups
or intimate parties with seamless ﬂow
between the interior and exterior spaces.
Finished lower level w high ceilings has
family room, full bath & storage room.

Christine Garner
703.587.4855

Old Town

207 Gibbon St. Masterful restoration of this 4 bedroom (all upper),
4 bath historic property in the S.E.
quadrant of town steps from Lee
Street Park! Gourmet kitchen, 3
ﬁreplaces, original hardwood ﬂoors,
handsome moldings and built-ins.
Two bedroom suites including the
Master bedroom with a ﬁreplace.
Finished lower level with 9' ceilings,
4th full bath and private front entry.
Georgetown patio, alley access and
brick shed with electricity.

$1,799,000

214 S. Lee St. Over a million in renovations to this 3 bedroom, 3.5
bath semi-detached historic property. Expanded with a fabulous 3 story addition with over 2600 sq. ft. of living space. High end ﬁnishes and
quality craftsmanship, original heart of pine ﬂoors, 2 gas ﬁreplaces
and a gourmet kitchen that opens to a family room. Deep fenced yard
with extensive hardscape and 2 balconies, 1 with a river view!

Christine Garner
703.587.4855

Christine Garner 703.587.4855

Old Town
$959,900

Alexandria

422 Euille Street. Beautiful Move-in
Ready 3 bedroom, 3.5 bath brick front
townhouse with a 2 car attached garage.
Located in a quiet courtyard just a few
blocks from the waterfront and historic
King St. Open ﬂoor plan with tall ceilings,
handsome moldings and wainscoting
in the dining room. Eat-in kitchen with
granite counters and island and lower
level family room with gas ﬁreplace. Two
bedrooms and 2 full baths on the upper
level including the Master suite with luxury
en suite bath. Third level bedroom with en
suite bath, den/ofﬁce and a rooftop deck!.

$1,200,000

4010 Franconia Road. Beautiful 4 column house WITH LAND This house has 4
bedrooms and 2.5 baths. But then there is MORE- the swimming pool and POOL
house which includes a kitchen and full bath. PLUS a carriage house with 2 car garage and one bedroom apartment with its own washer/dryer. AND a huge barn with
parking for 4 cars and ﬁnished upper level, perfect for watching football games!

Christine Garner
703.587.4855

Julie F. Hall 703.786.3634

NEW LISTING

$589,000

906 Juniper Place. New listing. Beautiful 4 bed/3 bath home
with updated kitchen and baths. Relax or entertain in the private
backyard/patio. 4th bedroom is perfect in-law suite. Close to
shopping, & 395. Welcome Home!

2404 East Randolph Ave. Enjoy 1 level living in this charming 3
bedroom, 1 bath brick home. Beautifully updated with an open ﬂoor
plan, wood ﬂoors and replacement windows throughout. Kitchen with
granite counters and natural Maple cabinetry with adjoining dining
room. Three nice size bedrooms each with ceiling fans with lights.
Fully fenced yard with stone patio surrounded by perennial gardens.
Blocks to shops and restaurants and 1.4 miles to Braddock Metro.

Fran Slade 904.476.2691

Christine Garner 703.587.4855

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

Alexandria/Montebello

Old Town

$915,000

204 Franklin Street. 2 blocks to the riverfront, this beautifully
updated, historic home offers 2BR + Den and 3.5 baths. Gorgeous
open-kitchen & patio.

Diann Hicks Carlson 703.628.2440

Open Sunday 2-4pm

Del Ray
Alexandria

UNDER CONTRACT

$634,900

$289,900

Alexandria/Montebello

$429,000

8524 Richmond Ave. You'll love this charming brick rambler
-- 2 BRs + den and sitting room off MBR, 2 full baths, updated
kitchen, FP, hardwood ﬂoors, crown molding, family room addition, fenced yard (nearly ½ acre), huge deck, and patio. Bonuses
include newer furnace and roof, and replaced windows. Close to
Ft Belvoir and Mount Vernon.

Mary Hurlbut 703.980.9595

$265,000

5902 Mount Eagle Dr # 201. This is a must see, in resort-like Montebello,
minutes from Old Town! Two private master bedroom suites, near elevator.
The gourmet cook will enjoy the recently renovated kitchen. Charming
sun drenched enclosed balcony. New HVAC & freshly painted. Amenities
include new ﬁtness center (2016), shuttle bus, tennis, indoor & outdoor
pools, bowling, restaurant, and many different clubs; pet-friendly, too!

5901Mount Eagle Dr #1002. Spacious & contemporary 1005
SF condo with Potomac & treed views; enjoy Montebello’s parklike oasis of 37 wooded acres. Vacation at home with its many
amenities. 24/7 on-site security, indoor & outdoor pools, cafe,
tennis, bowling, shuttle bus, $1.4 M ﬁtness center (2016); variety
of activities. Unique open gourmet kitchen & updated bathroom;
freshly painted; new 6 panel doors; storage space; HMS warranty.

Cindy Baggett 703.593.1418
Leslie Rodriguez 703.400.3010

Cindy Baggett 703.593.1418
Leslie Rodriguez 703.400.3010
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Alex/Mt Zephyr

Alexandria

$240,000

301 Reynolds Street S #209. Beautiful secure entry building. Lots of personality AND awesome location! HIGH ceilings & contemporary feel. Updated kitchen
& baths. NEW cabinets, granite, Stainless appl. Wood ﬂoors. Balcony. covered
parking. Newer windows and SGD. NEWer AC. W/D in unit. New lights. Close to
Van Dorn metro, landmark, 395.

Julie F. Hall 703.786.3634

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

Photos contributed

Community Praise Church members join Alexandria police officers and
volunteers Aug. 27 at the Brent Place Apartment Complex for the backto-school Community Day.

Shear Fun
Community Day
provides back-to
school needs.
By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

ity organizations partnered
Aug. 27 at two locations for
a Community Day to provide
free backpacks and school supplies for

C

“Not only were we
preparing the kids for the
upcoming school year
but we made it a fun day
for them.”
— Councilman and Community Day
Organizer Willie Bailey
boys and girls to prepare them for the
new school year.
“This past Sunday we were at two
different locations in Alexandria dis-

Marvin the barber and Mickey
Mouse prepares to give a child a
haircut Aug. 27 at Charles Houston
Recreation Center.
tributing backpacks and giving away free
haircuts,” said City Councilman Willie
Bailey, an organizer of the event. “We were
at Charles Houston Community Center in
the morning, where we gave away over 500
backpacks, gave over 100 free haircuts, and
distributed donated clothing and food.”
The first event was held at the Charles
Houston Recreation Center, where free haircuts as well as clowns, face painting, a DJ
and Caring Angels Therapy Dogs were part
of the Community Day.
See Shear Fun, Page 18

We didn’t
inherit
the earth
from our
parents.
We’re borrowing it
from our
children.
—Chief Seattle
(1788-1866)
Suquamish/
Duwamish chief
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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People

Classical Movements Practices 24-hour Music Diplomacy
Photos by Shirley Ruhe/Gazette Packet

Local premier concert
touring company puts
music above politics.
By Shirley Ruhe
Gazette Packet

rench, German, Afrikaans, Spanish and Dutch bounce off the walls
at Classical Movements on Prin
cess Street. It is located in a historical building, which was formerly the
parsonage for Historic Christ’s Church. “We
have worked in 145 countries with 70 last
year. Every year is different,” said Neeta
Helms, founder and president of Classical Movements.
People
Helms started her company
At Work 25 years ago with cultural
tours in Russia and the
Ukraine. Almost from the beginning she was
approached by musicians who wanted to
arrange concerts and after seven years, the
business had become 100 percent music.
She moved into Turkey and Croatia, different and challenging destinations. She said
the company has been working in Cuba
since the ’90s. In the 2016 season Classical
Movements organized a record 11 separate
Cuban tours. Helms said, “We are unique
in the world.”
Helms recalls that when she started her
company, classical German and English
choirs had the reputation for being the best.
“American choirs, as good as they were, took
a bit of convincing.” But she says things have
changed and “now we are showcasing
unique countries based on years of tradition with their own costumes and drumming. There is a big effort to write the music down.” She added that Classical Movements funds composers to write music in
their own language.
Helms had started her day the night before with two messages from Spain and the
Netherlands inquiring about details of future concerts. “Someone who works for us
is awake in all time zones because we have
clients all over the world.” And there is always something going on. “Remember winter here is summer in the Southern Hemi-

F

Neeta Helms, founder and president of Classical
Movements, with Johan van Zyl, co-owner, husband
and director of international projects.
sphere.”
When Helms is not on tour with one of
their groups, like her recent trip to India,
every morning she meets first with Johan
van Zyl, her husband and co-owner of Classical Movements. He serves as the director
of international projects. Van Zyl says he
moved here in 2010 from South Africa
where he had his own company. “Neeta and
I got married. The commute was a little
tough for us.”
Today she moves on to a meeting with
Alessandra D’Ovidio who has her bags
packed ready to leave for the Netherlands
later this afternoon to supervise the details
of a concert there. Helms says she meets
every day with everyone on the staff located
in the Alexandria office. This meeting is
interrupted by an international call from a
country inquiring about arranging the first
American concert ever to go to their country. Helms says yesterday she got a call from
Canada hoping she could arrange a concert
here in October while the Canadian group
is in Richmond for the folk life festival. “We
usually book events a year in advance.”
Helms says Classical Movements is in
charge of everything from choosing the
venue to making sure the performers get

Books, commemorative programs and musical scores
are displayed on the coffee table in the reception
area of Classical Movements. Yale Schola Cantorum,
Juilliard’s 415’s Indian debut, Latvian Voices and
Rostropovich, are just a few of the performers featured in concerts arranged by the company.

from one place to the other both timely and
safely, to finding appropriate accommodations. She says in addition they are working with superstar soloists and conductors
and highly trained musicians who may have
their particular preferences and needs. “We
had Charles Dance as the narrator speaking for Lincoln. He plays a villain on the
Game of Thrones. He is quite a personality.”
In addition, there are the logistics of getting a cello on an airplane or leaving a
double bass on a runway where it can get
hot. And then there is the unexpected. “We
just had a musician get sick and the concert couldn’t go on without him. We had to
replace him and fly the other one back.”
Van Zyl adds you have to think of the
possibilities. “Remember the Swine flu?
Today we could be dealing with Zika virus.”
Helms remembers a while back when
world famous violinist Joshua Bell’s father
died, “We had to literally stop in the middle
of the road on the way to Vienna and get
him onto a plane back.” But she says their
primary work is to offer the greatest music
in the world.
During the past year the Yale Concert
Band and conductor Tom Duffy performed

a concert for Afghan and Syrian refugees
in the Athens’ Eleonas Refugee Camp; the
Minnesota Orchestra embarked on their
19th tour; Classical Movements commissioned 10 new orchestral works by American composers, including six women, to
celebrate Baltimore Symphony’s 100th, and
the 40-year-old Los Angeles Children’s Choir
debuted in Japan.
Despite the reputation of Classical Movements as a premiere concert touring company for the world’s great choruses and orchestras, van Zyl points out Classical Movements also likes to sponsor local events including this year’s Choral Festival “Serenade!” with concerts throughout metropolitan Washington D.C. This year featured
16 choirs from 14 countries in a week of
music, a JFK 100 celebration. “In addition,
we organize a number of concerts locally
in Alexandria venues, and it brings a lot of
people here.” Helms sums up the purpose
of Classical Movements. “I believe in the
power of music diplomacy despite the politics of a country. We can work there. Music
is beyond that.”
People at Work is a weekly column featuring
people in the community doing their jobs. If you have
suggestions, contact slrbc@aol.com.

Local Author Brings Historic Diary, Letters to Life
Whitacre publishes
book steeped in
Alexandria’s Civil
War past.
By Senitra T. McCombs
Gazette Packet

n “A Civil Life in an Uncivil Time,”
freelance writer Paula Whitacre provides readers with a bird’s eye view of
Civil War Alexandria through the perspective of abolitionist and women’s rights ad-

I

vocate Julia Wilbur.
Through
the
biography’s three sections, Whitacre uses
Wilbur’s diary entries
and letters to paint a
picture of the people
and events affecting the
Alexandria community
Paula
not only during the Civil
Whitacre
War but also in the antebellum era. She also discusses Wilbur’s life
before the war as a teacher in Rochester,
N.Y., and afterwards in Washington, D.C.
“I hope the book shows readers how the
country changed and how Julia changed
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over time,” she said.
Last week, “A Civil Life in an
Uncivil Time” debuted at a
book launch at the Lloyd
House, co-hosted by the Office of Historic Alexandria.
On Sept. 16, the Alexandria Archaeology Museum will host a book
talk for “A Civil Life in
an Uncivil Time” at 10
a.m. on the third floor
of the Torpedo Factory.
Several other book talks
and events are planned, which are accessible through the author’s website at

www.paulawhitacre.com.
Whitacre first learned of
Wilbur when she was conducting research in 2011 for the Office of Historic Alexandria’s Alexandria Archaeology’s project
on Union hospitals in Alexandria.
A 47-year-old teacher, Wilbur
came to Alexandria in 1862 and
worked to improve the lives of thousands of African Americans escaping
slavery by traveling into Union-held
areas.
Whitacre volunteered to transcribe
the writings pertaining to the Civil War,
See ‘A Civil Life’, Page 7
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

People
‘A Civil Life in an Uncivil Time’
From Page 6
which were on microfilm. As she began
to transcribe the diary entries, she realized
the significance of the information containing voices rarely heard from in many Civil
War narratives. So, she decided to write a
book capturing them for a wider audience.
“When I was doing research on the Union
hospitals in Alexandria, I came across comments that Julia Wilbur wrote in her diary.
As I became more involved in her diary, I
wanted to learn more about her life,” she
said. She transcribed a first set of shorter
dairies in 2011-2012. In the process, she
learned that Wilbur kept a parallel set of
diaries with lengthier entries. A group of
more than 35 volunteers from the Friends
of Alexandria Archaeology helped transcribe them in 2013-2014. She also worked
with then city archaeologist Fran Bromberg
during this time. “Alexandria Archaeology
knew the significant amount of information
gleaned from this project would result in
helping us understand the large African
American community that emerged because
of the Civil War,” Bromberg said.
In addition, Whitacre also conducted outside research at the National Archives and
through reading accounts of other historic
figures who worked alongside Wilbur. These
people included Harriet Jacobs, who had
escaped slavery in North Carolina and published a book in 1861 based on her experiences. Whitacre hopes readers will learn

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Paula Whitacre speaking at her the
book launch event on Aug. 31 at
Lloyd House. The event was cohosted with Office of Historic
Alexandria.
about “limitations of women during the
period and the lengths that people went for
freedom.”
“One theme I hope that readers will take
away is that everyone can find a way to
make a difference in the world,” she said.
“A Civil Life in an Uncivil Time” is available for purchase on Amazon, at local bookstores, and at museums throughout the city.
Originally from New London, Conn.,
Whitacre moved to Alexandria in the mid1980s. She has a Bachelors and Masters in
international studies from John Hopkins
University. Currently, she works as a
freelance writer/editor with government
agencies and nonprofits in the D.C. metropolitan region.
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Living Legends

The Importance of Being Involved in the Community
Kerry Donley describes
ways to make a difference.
By Amber Healy
ommunity service and prioritizing the ability to help others is
a family tradition for Kerry
Donley.
Donley and his family moved to Alexandria when he was seven. His father was
Chief of Staff to South Dakota Sen. George
McGovern and while his family expected to
stay for just one six-year term, Donley has
called the city his home most of his 60 years.
A political science major and English minor at Marquette University, Donley returned to Alexandria where he and his wife
of 37 years, Eva, raised their five daughters, all of whom reside in the greater Washington, D.C, region.
Donley has been a fixture in Alexandria
in more ways than one. Other than a threeyear stint he spent as athletic director at
T.C. Williams, he’s been a banker, from his
early days at Crestar Bank starting in 1979
through his current position as a senior vice
president at John Marshall Bank.
But it’s his work in the community he
loves, and the family he’s raised, that make
him the most proud.
Donley’s resume is lengthy and filled
with public service positions. First elected
to Alexandria City Council in 1988, he
served as mayor from 1996 until 2003,
returning to the council in 2010 for one
more term.
“Local government is where the rubber
meets the road,” he said. “I think that’s
where you make decisions and they directly
impact the people you serve. Whether land
use decisions or budget decisions, they directly impact the community.” It’s all well
and good to serve the broader public at the
state or federal level, but “when you’re in
local government and you build a school or
library, every day you drive by and see kids
going to school or people using the library,
you know you’re having a direct impact on
people’s lives.”
He points to Virginia’s governmental philosophy, based on Jeffersonian democracy
of a citizen legislature as a model he’s embraced and tried to emulate. Elected officials to city and county positions in Virginia
are doing a full-time job with part-time pay,
but “Jefferson believed elected officials
could best represent their citizens if they
were true parts of the community. The idea
was you would live and work and raise your
family in the community you represent. You
wouldn’t be a professional politician.”

C

In Donley’s eyes, and
that of his family, it’s a
natural extension of
that philosophy to be
not just active in local
politics but charitable
outreach as well.
In addition to his time
on the Alexandria City
Council, Donley has
served on a football
field’s worth of nonprofit organizations:
Virginia Municipal
League, Open Door
Housing, Northern Virginia Transportation
Commission
and
Alexandria’s DASH
Board, Center for
Alexandria’s Children,
Carpenter’s Shelter
board member, Alexandria United Way and
chair of the Alexandria
Campaign on Adolescent Pregnancy, to Kerry Donley
name but a few.
Donley’s been recognized for his service by
the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce as
the Business Leader of the Year (2004) and
as the Alexandria St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Grand Marshall (2006); more recently as
an addition to the Carpenter’s Shelter Wall
of Honor (2015) and the Volunteer Alexandria Lifetime Achievement Award recipient
(2016). It’s because of this lengthy list of
accolades and accomplishments that David
Speck nominated Donley as a possible Living Legend of Alexandria.
“I am surprised to be writing this nomination for Kerry — surprised because I, like
probably a lot of people in Alexandria —
just assumed that he had been named a Living Legend years ago. I hardly know where
to begin in talking about his contributions,”
Speck wrote.
“As a councilor and mayor, he led the resolution of the Wilson Bridge reconstruction,
zoning at Potomac Yards, bringing the
Patent and Trademark Office to Alexandria,
leading the capital funding of Samuel
Tucker School, Beatley Library and renovations to virtually all of our recreation centers,” he continued. “At the risk of overstatement, there would be no PTO were it not
for Kerry’s leadership. Regionally, his leadership at COG (Metropolitan Council of
Governments) resulted in the creation of

Living Legends: The Project
Living Legends of Alexandria is an ongoing 501(c)(3) photo-documentary project to
identify, honor and chronicle the people making current history in Alexandria. The project
was conceived in 2006 to create an enduring artistic record of the people whose vision and
dedication make a positive, tangible difference to the quality of life in Alexandria. For
information, to volunteer, become a sponsor or nominate a future Legend, visit
www.AlexandriaLegends.org or contact AlexandriaLegends@outlook.com
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good decisions so when
they reached adult life,
they’d contribute to
their community and
make wise decisions
about how they spend
their time and how they
live their lives. Our kids
are very involved, very
engaged, very giving.
That’s a real important
legacy.”
While Donley acknowledges
most
people associate him
with economic development, given the USPTO
relocation to Alexandria and the Woodrow
Wilson Bridge project,
it’s the tangible accomplishments he likes to
reflect on. “Being part
of building the first elementary school in 35
years, Samuel Tucker
School; working to save
500 market-rate affordable housing units —
Photo by Steven Halperson/Tisara Photo those are the real highlights for me. It’s those
things that are tangible
the Washington Area Housing Trust Fund, and really have improved quality of life in
and he was recognized by COG with the the city ... it’s the tangible stuff I find most
Skull Award, the most prestigious regional rewarding. Obviously, and I’m sincere in
award that is given to community leaders.” this, but the most important aspect of my
For Donley, the biggest, best and most life has been my family. I’m extremely proud
humbling achievement is his family.
of my children and their accomplishments.
“Any citizen, whether an elected official My grandchildren, they’re just starting to
or not, you’re endowed with a responsibil- grow up, and already they’ve had major
ity to leave the community a better place challenges in life. My oldest grandchild is a
because you lived there,” he said. “That’s brain cancer survivor … you think about
why I volunteer, that’s why I sought elected being the mayor, you think about the stuff
office, that’s why my wife volunteers, that’s you’ve done, and then you’re faced with a
why my kids volunteer. They saw it grow- challenge like that. Obviously it affected my
ing up but they firmly believe there are daughter more than anything else, but when
things they can do to improve the lives of you see her through that, see how she’s met
others. It’s a hallmark of Alexandria — a the challenge with grace and compassion
very engaged, compassionate city. You want and you see Jack, he’s a third grader now
to be part of the community? You get in- .... you’d never know” he was sick.
volved ... You need to give of your time and
treasure and that’s been the hallmark of our
Know someone who significantly helps
family’s life here in the city.”
the community of Alexandria like Donley?
The actions children see their parents tak- Nominations are underway. Send nominaing as they’re growing up can be influen- tions to http://alexandrialegends.org/
tial, Donley believes. “My wife and I always nominate-a-legend-2017/ or email
felt like we wanted to set a good example alexandrialegends@outlook.com before
for our kids, give them the skills to make Friday, Sept. 15.

City to Host 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony
The City of Alexandria invites the public to a ceremony to mark the events of
Sept. 11, 2001, on Monday, Sept. 11,
2017, at 10 a.m., in Market Square, 301
King St. The event will honor those who
died, and pay tribute to those who responded without fear, acted without hesitation, and gave their lives to save others. In the event of rain, the ceremony

will take place in the Lee Center Auditorium, 1108 Jefferson St.
The ceremony will feature remarks
from Mayor Allison Silberberg and representatives from the Alexandria Police
Department, Fire Department, and
Sheriff’s Office. The tribute will also include the “Return to Quarters” bell-ringing ceremony.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

#1 Real Estate Brand Online* | Unmatched Property Exposure on 900+ Websites | 111-Year Legacy

Chapel Hill
1300 Bishop Lane, Alexandria VA Sited on over an acre of land, this
stately brick 5BR + 3 1/2BA colonial features a glorious entrance
foyer, ﬁne moldings, ﬁrst ﬂoor family room, 2 fps, slate roof, tennis
court plus 9 car garage! $1,725,000 Donnan C. Wintermute (703)
608-6868 http://bit.ly/2q2APPC

Traumerei Farm
70 Legacy Lane, Fredericksburg VA Exceptionally maintained, light-ﬁlled open ﬂrpln
w/ gracious Frml Rms & high-end custom ﬁnishes. 36.6 Acres w/ 3 fenced paddocks,
7 stall barn w/ heated tack Rm, ofﬁce & bathroom. Privately set w/ trails to explore,
Orchards & Herb Garden. Located halfway between RVA & DC, it’s a quick drive with
EZ pass access. $1,545,000 Susan Gray (703) 203-9900 http://bit.ly/2whNKUm

Open House Sunday 2-4pm • Alexandria
8133 Stacey Road, Alexandria VA Just Listed, New Construction
in Waynewood School district by prominent local builder. Over half
acre lot backs to woods. 4BR, 4.5BA Craftsman Style loaded with
upgrades. $824,900 The York Group (703) 409-3377
http://bit.ly/2tOecPG

Open House Sunday 1-4pm • Oakleigh
3207 South Glebe Rd, Arlington VA Patio & terraced back yard an excellent oasis for entertaining & inside
newly renovated. Multipurpose room with higher ceiling in basement with own full bath, sitting area. Nearby
access to bus stops to Crystal City and Pentagon City Metro, Pentagon & State Dept. Across from 4 mi run
park BIKE PATH TO ALL AREA BIKE PATHS, Capital Bikeshare & Farmer’s Market walking distance. Well
priced for your new home in Arlington Ridge. $789,000 Jim Larsen (703) 380-5645 http://bit.ly/2tnYjQk

Open House Sunday 2-4pm • Millside
7820 Elba Rd, Alexandria Va Huge $46,000 Price Reduction!! Owner Says Sell
This Updated 4/5Br Sf*Cul-De-Sac*Updated Kit W/Corian Countertops, Recessed
Lights & Maple Cabinets*Freshly Painted*Hardwood Floors*Family Rm W/Fp*Large
Updated Deck In Private Setting*5Th Br Conﬁgured As An Ofﬁce W/Shelves* It Is A
Beauty! $629,000 Edward Pagett (571) 237-4753 Http://Bit.ly/2Ubogxu

Open House Sunday
2-4pm
Alexandria House
400 Madison Street # 707,
Alexandria VA Fully renovated
2 bdr., 2ba. with 2 garage
pkg. sp. New stainless kitchen
appliances, $50,000 in bath
upgrades, designer closets,
hardwoods, 2 lights to DC,
walk to metro & Old Town. All
amenities of the luxury condo
bldg. convey, 24/7 concierge +
roof pool. A LOVELY VERTICAL
VILLAGE TO CALL HOME!
$600,000 Lib Willey
(703) 362-7206
http://bit.ly/2evB4BR

Claremont
2221 S Dinwiddie St, Arlington VA Price Reduced by 25K, Motivated
Seller, Fabulous Location! Short Walking Distance to Shirlington
Village, Schools, Parks, Bike/Jogging Paths, Shopping and Dining.
Great Neighborhood of Historic Claremont. $599,000
Nora Partlow (703) 867-8872 http://bit.ly/2gq1emC

Open House Sunday 2-4pm • Groveton Heights
3220 Memorial St, Alexandria VA PRICE REDUCED! Late ‘40s home features orig hrdwd, radiant heat,
beautiful arched doorways. Open central stairs to spacious upper bdrms w remodeled FB. Large
living room with wood burning fpl, DR, & bdrm/den + 1/2 bath. Waterproofed unﬁnished bsmt. Lrg .3
acre- level mostly fenced back yard. Mature trees & large garage w electricity, heat, & loft. Many recent
upgrades. Convenient to everything. $449,000 Michelle Zelsman (202) 390-8714 http://bit.ly/2gpFEyw

Old Town Alexandria
121 Queen Street,
Alexandria VA LOCATION!
LOCATION! Just steps to
the Potomac River, Old
Town shops/ restaurants.
GARAGE Walk In Level
Family Room, Living Room
w/9’+ ceiling looks out to
private patio. Eat In Kitchen
+ separate DR, Excellent
southern light, 2BR 2.5BA
Attic potential expansion!
Move In Condition!
$1,100,000
Jolee Rubin (703) 548-0697
http://bit.ly/2tyXwNx

Open House Sunday 2-4pm • Marina Towers
501 Slaters Lane # 1419, Alexandria VA Fabulous Waterfront Condo
Living Rarely available three bedroom two bath two car garage
parking unit awaits your personal touch!! One light to DC, Airport
and Old Town. Newly re-fashioned building with great amenities.
$665,000 Mary Cay Harris (703) 981-9976 http://bit.ly/2evMghM

Open House Sunday 1-4pm • Mt Vernon Manor
8639 Gateshead Rd, Alexandria VA classic center hall colonial on
private fenced and treed 1/2 acre--hardwood on two levels-remodeled baths,country kit and master br with sitting room-2900 sq ft
ﬁninished $599,950 Steve Deleyiannis (703) 966-6062
http://bit.ly/2gpwlym

Gleneagles South
5306 Exeter Place, White Plains MD PRICE CUT! Two years young end unit; pristine 3 level
townhome w/2car garage; backs to beautiful landscaping & fenced yard; hardwood, ﬁn RR, SS,
granite; 3 BRs; 2 full, 2 half baths; w/d; & large deck. Pool membership/Club House. Closing
Assistance, Home Warranty plus 100% Financing available! Convenient location to shopping,
markets & restaurants. $335,000 James & Annie Haskins (301) 404-3130 http://bit.ly/2rXf8Vj

Proud Sponsor of TWIG For the Historic Alexandria Homes Tour September 23rd!

Alexandria 310 King St. | Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.518.8300
*comScore, Jan.-Dec. 2015.. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be
accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal veriﬁcation. Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2016 Coldwell Banker
Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker logo, Coldwell Banker Global
Luxury International and the Global Luxury logo are registered and unregistered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 10713MA_A6/16

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Alexandria Gazette Packet ❖ September 7-13, 2017 ❖ 9

Opinion

Alexandria

Gazette Packet

Alexandrians for Fair Redistricting in Virginia
By Stafford A. Ward
Co-Chair, OneVirginia2021 Alexandria
Local Action Group

n Nov. 7, over 5.4 million registered Virginia voters will cast
their vote for one gubernatorial
candidate, and for 100 Virginia
House of Delegates across the Commonwealth
of Virginia. Polling places in the City of Alexandria, and across the Commonwealth, will be
setup to ensure that all Virginians will have
their votes counted accurately, transparently,
and securely for their politicandidate of choice.
Commentary cal
However, what if you, as a
Virginia voter, suddenly realized that you did not choose your preferred
House delegate, but, in fact, your delegate already chose you? Imagine if you could not vote
for your preferred delegate because you lived
just one house away from the district line dividing you from your preferred choice. This
political practice is actually happening, and it’s
known as “gerrymandering.”
As mandated in the U.S. Constitution, states
redraw legislative and congressional districts
through a process called “redistricting” based

O

on U.S. Census population
data released every decade. Gerrymandering is
the deliberate manipulation of redistricting
boundaries by state legislators to either advantage,
or disadvantage a particular political party (or racial group). In 2021, Virginia legislators will
have another opportunity to redistrict areas
with voters favorable to retaining their legislative seats. If no action is taken to prevent
this continued practice by 2021, Virginia politicians will continue to manipulate their districts until the following Census in 2031.
A non-profit, non-partisan Richmond-based
organization called OneVirginia2021 has taken
the action needed since 2013 to advocate for
fair redistricting in Virginia.
The organization aims to amend the Virginia
Constitution by November 2020 to create an
independent, non-partisan redistricting commission. This amendment seeks to prevent the
current practice of Virginia lawmakers drawing district lines around pre-determined Virginia voters who are most likely to vote and
retain those lawmakers in office. Over 1,000

OneVirginia2021 volunteers help to raise
awareness about how gerrymandering eliminates political competition. These volunteers
diligently stand for hours at polling places on
Election Day distributing flyers to voters; obtain signatures from concerned Virginians to
send to state legislators; and encourage Virginians to gather at public venues to watch
OneVirginia2021’s seminal documentary,
“GerryRIGGED.” As the late, former Speaker
of the House Tip O’Neil once said, “all politics
is local.” Alexandria volunteers have answered
the call to implement OneVirginia2021’s mission to build a groundswell of local support
for fair redistricting in Virginia. The
OneVirginia2021 Alexandria Local Action
Group will officially launch on Sept. 18, and
will screen “GerryRIGGED” at the James M.
Duncan Branch Library, 2501 Commonwealth
Ave., Alexandria, at 6:30p.m. We encourage
all City of Alexandria residents to attend this
screening, and to stay afterwards to discuss this
critical issue that will shape the future of the
Commonwealth.
For more information on joining the OneVirginia2021
Alexandria Local Action Group, send an email to
ALX@onevirginia2021.org.
ºVisit
https://
www.onevirginia2021.org/ to learn more about fair
redistricting in Virginia.

Help Children Improve Their Reading
By Karen
Tucker White
Program Director
Alexandria Tutoring
Consortium

don’t know about you,
but I’ve noticed traffic
in and around Alexandria is heavy these days —
almost at a standstill at some intersections.
Must be that time of year — school is back in
session. It signals a time of new beginnings,
progress, and academic achievement. Many of
these students are walking
a new school for the
Commentary into
first time with backpacks,
pencils, and notebooks, and
the students are filled with the high hopes and
great expectations for the year ahead.
As program director of Alexandria Tutoring
Consortium (ATC), I share the excitement and
anticipation of the first day of school. I am a
parent of two girls who navigated the ups and
downs of walking into a new school, getting
to know the wide range of students, from those
who are seemingly the “brightest,” to those
who may need more attention. ATC has also
walked into school each fall to provide the
necessary support for the many students who
will find they are struggling with reading. In
fact, we’ve walked into school to help over
2,500 students within the City of Alexandria’s
public schools learn to read over the past 20
years. And, we will be there again this year to
offer necessary tutoring support to meet individual student needs.
As the new school year begins and teachers
start to observe their students, ATC will be listening and learning for what teachers say their
students need. Specifically, we will be zeroing

I

in on those first graders and kindergarteners
that need help to be reading on or above grade
level by the end of the school year. ATC was
formed in 1996 to help such students.
When the Alexandria City Public Schools
(ACPS) launched the Primary Initiative with
the goal that all ACPS students would be able
to read at grade level by the end of second
grade. The school system recognized that
higher-level reading would be vital for success
in the emerging education curriculum of the
21st century.
The Rev. Gary Charles, then pastor of the Old
Presbyterian Meeting House joined with Dr.
Herbert Berg, then superintendent of ACPS and
Steve Rideout, then Chief Judge of the Alexandria Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court, to form the Alexandria Tutoring
Consortium that united local faith communities and individuals throughout the city with
elementary school principals, teachers, and
reading specialists to provide reading tutors
to first grade students in the public schools.
Fast forward to 2017. ATC now tutors first
grade students and kindergarteners in six ACPS
schools. For first graders, we use the nationally recognized Book Buddies program developed by the Curry School of Education at the
University of Virginia. First grade students
meet with a trained tutor twice weekly in oneon-one sessions using customized weekly lesson plans. ATC also provides a Reading Readiness program for kindergarteners targeted to
improve their basic literacy skills. The tutors’
work for both programs is guided by ATC coordinators who train tutors, assist in selecting
students, match tutor and students, provide
guidance, develop weekly lesson plans (for first
graders), observe tutoring, and maintain
records.
ATC’s work produces positive results through
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our one-on-one tutoring sessions that improve
a student’s literacy skills. In the words of educational professionals, our program increases
a student’s on-grade reading levels.
If you are not stuck in traffic, how about joining ATC and becoming a volunteer tutor this
year? With the increase of students that need
help we will need additional tutors. If you can
dedicate 1-2 hours per week to tutor, or if you
want to volunteer support in other ways, please
contact us at www.alexandriatutors.org or
reach out to me personally at
kwhite@opmh.org.
On behalf of the Alexandria Tutoring Consortium, I hope your child and you have an
amazing year in school. If you see me at a stoplight, please don’t honk! I’m just like you, waiting in line to help a child do well and improve
his or her skills.
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Letters to the Editor

Political Diversity
To the Editor:
Frequently, I am asked why the Alexandria
City Council is not politically representative of
our community. In any given election, 65 to
75 percent of Alexandria’s voting population
will vote for the Democrats, the remainder of
votes being split between the Republicans and
the Independents. This is often insufficient to
gain a single non-Democrat seat, which results
in a one-party City Council (which is also chock
full of incumbents). Some much needed political diversity would provide a counterpoint
to proposals made before the council, since
decisions are seemingly made based on special interests and/or developer’s wishes, versus citizen’s needs.

CIRCULATION
Circulation Manager:
Ann Oliver
circulation@connectionnewspapers.com
A Connection Newspaper
The Alexandria Gazette Packet is distributed weekly
to selected homes in the City of Alexandria.
Any owners or occupants of premises that do not
wish to receive the paper can notify the publisher
by telephone at 703-778-9426 or by email to
circulation@connectionnewspapers.com, and the
distributor will be notified to discontinue service.

See Letters, Page 14
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Planning for One’s Future
By Gretchyn G.
Meinken, Esq.
Wade, Grimes, Friedman, Meinken &
Leischner, PLLC

he tragedy unfolding
in
southeastern
Texas due to Hurricane Harvey should serve
as a reminder to all of us to be as prepared
as possible for what lies ahead. While our
area has been spared from
Senior Mother Nature’s onslaught,
of us should consider
Law Day each
what we can do to protect
ourselves.
When thinking about the future, there are
a number of questions to consider. Are my
estate planning documents current? Am I
financially prepared for aging? Do I want
to stay in my home or transition into a care
community? If a family member moves into
my home to help care for me, how do I structure compensation for that care? How do I
force my adult child to leave the nest? What

T

can I do to my home to enable me to age in
place? What are my options if I can no
longer live in my home? While we cannot
control the inevitable, we can certainly plan
for it.
On Saturday, Oct. 14, Senior Services of
Alexandria and the Alexandria Bar Association will host the seventh Senior Law Day
event. This year’s focus will be on “Aging in
Alexandria: Planning for Life Transitions,”
and will feature panels of local experts discussing the importance of planning. Speakers will address a number of topics including estate planning, caregiver agreements,
financial considerations related to life transitions, transition support services, and senior residential living options.
The event will be held at TC Williams
High School located at 3330 King S., Alexandria from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., and
plenty of free parking will be available. This
event is free and open to the public, and a
light breakfast will be provided.
You
can
register
online
at
www.seniorservicesalex.org or by calling
703-836-4414, ext. 110.

Join Friendly Visitor Program
By Mary Giordano
Director, Friendly Visitor Program
Senior Services of Alexandria

very week in the City of Alexandria, more than 60 volunteers visit
a se-nior for an hour or more in
their home, apartment, assisted living or
healthcare community through the
Friendly Visitor Program of Senior Services of Alexandria. The program is designed to enhance the
quality of life of socially
Senior
seniors by proServices of isolated
viding social interaction,
Alexandria mental stimulation and
emotional support.
Recently, a volunteer, Paul, was
matched with Mr. S., who was the Clerk
of the Supreme Court during the time
Thurgood Marshall was a Justice of the
Supreme Court. As a videographer, Paul
plans to create an oral history of the many
fascinating stories Alexander tells during
their visits. Another volunteer, Megan, is
visiting Mrs. V., who received a Master’s
Degree in mathematics in the ‘40s and
was one of the first women to work on
scientific computers in the country.

E

Mr. S and Paul
Megan plans to bring the movie, “Hidden Figures,” on an upcoming visit to
watch together. A few of the volunteers
bring their dogs or small children on
their weekly visits. Some pairs play cards
or Scrabble together or go to activities
within the assisted living community including musical performances, bingo
and chair yoga. The unanimous sentiment of both the seniors and volunteers
in this unique program is the realization
that what starts as a weekly visit becomes much more than that — a special
friendship. If you know of a senior living in Alexandria who would benefit
from this program or have an interest in
volunteering, please contact me at 703836-4414 Ex. 120 or email me at
friendlyvisitor@seniorservicesalex.org.

Mrs. V and Megan
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Building the Budget Better
By Dan Brendell
Gazette Packet

he opening salvo of Ad Hoc Joint
City-Schools Facility Investment
Task Force subcommittee meet
ings last week probed into potential areas for improving the capital planning process.
“I think success is that we leave behind a
recommended process for the city and the
schools that provides more coherence to the
capital planning process and that provides
a better framework for making the difficult
decisions that are ahead of us,” said task
force member Eric Wagner.
Task force members expressed a desire to
see more project alternatives considered, as
a matter of course.
“There are tons of solutions that I haven’t
heard put on the table because … there was
some unacceptable barrier … to some constituency, and therefore it just got redlined
completely, at the start, without really
evaluating what the risk and reward tradeoff was. And instead we went to the solution that had almost no downside, but the
cost was so exponentially high,” said task
force member Dwight Dunton. “My mission
is to get us focused on taking a little bit of
risk.” He applauded the school system’s acquisition, at a relatively good price, of a

T

West End office building, which it plans to
convert into a new school. “I would repeat
that process over and over again… [W]e’re
not always going to be right. But, in aggregate, the rewards are going … to create
space to accomplish all these other needs
that are currently not even under consideration,” such as public and affordable housing.
Additionally, the city could potentially sell
City Hall and the Torpedo Factory in Old
Town and purchase the Victory Center on
the West End — what task force member
Dave Millard called “sell high” and “buy
low” opportunities, respectively. And a
“swing space” school that could also become
a permanent school would free up over $40
million for other uses, said Dunton.
With respect to design and construction
methods, “I’m encouraged because it sounds
like all of the infrastructure, legislatively, is
in place to consider a lot of different options,” said task force member Mignon Anthony. This includes processes for joint and
collocated projects. For example, the city is
exploring an opportunity to put a city building — perhaps affordable housing — on top
of a privately developed parking garage,
said planning and zoning’s Jeff Farner.
Rather than being “ad hoc,” the process
for considering alternatives “could have
some more rigor,” occurring “with every one
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Capital planning task force begins
looking at process improvement.

of the projects that comes forward,” said
Wagner.
Alternatives could be “other than a material solution,” such as changes to “doctrine, organization, training,” said task force
member Elliot Branch; or “regional approaches,” such as partnered ventures with
Fairfax and Arlington Counties, said
Wagner.
Task force members also expressed a desire to see certain changes in terms of timing.
Last year, the city and school system first
interacted in October, when the former proposed its Capital Improvement Program
(CIP), said Michael Herbstman, the schools’
chief financial officer. A joint City CouncilSchool Board work session followed in
January. “As we think about governance of
the overall process … it makes no sense to
me that we’ve got two groups that are kind
of independently doing stuff … but there’s
been so much work that gets done on the
individual pieces before it comes together,”
said Wagner. It “would make some sense”
for the entities to interact at “an earlier
stage.”
Additionally, he suggested that City Council hint “in advance” how much money
council will raise and allocate for capital
projects. In the last budget cycle, City Manager Mark Jinks spent the winter building

a budget around his proposed 3-cent tax
increase. The 5.7-cent tax increase that
council ultimately adopted was not suggested formally until March.
Wagner also suggested a “feedback loop”
between the CIP and the city’s top-level
plans in order to ensure that strategic priorities are either translated into line items
or reevaluated. “If it ain’t going to happen
in 10 years, it’s probably not going to happen. And we shouldn’t have people waiting
for it.”
Albeit in what Wager called “a bit of a
siloed process,” city staff must show each
year that their departments’ proposed capital projects support the city’s published strategic plan. The CIP Steering Committee —
an interdepartmental team of city staff,
though no school staff — and other entities
also weigh in.
But “we’re not checking to make sure everything that’s in the master plan got into
the CIP,” said Morgan Routt, the city’s management and budget director. “I suppose the
reason we don’t do that is the recognition
that there are needs in all of the master
plans that, if you added them up, are well
beyond what we can afford in the CIP.”
“While it is true … that the feedback loop
related to the objectives in the various master plans for projects not in the CIP is not a
See Improving Budget, Page 18
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From Page 10
The obvious solution is to enact
one or all of the following: (a) requiring political diversity that is
representative of the voting population; (b) establishing wards similar to those employed by the
school board; and (c) setting term
limits for council members. Although these solutions may require approval by Richmond, we
need diversity on the Alexandria
City Council for the sake of democracy (with a small “d”).
Townsend A. “Van” Van Fleet
Alexandria

Over Budget,
Again
To the Editor:
Our School Board and facilities
committee continues their modus
operandi of reckless spending and
a total lack of transparency. It is
amazing that such breaches of
trust can exist in the governing
and management of our school
system. The Patrick Henry School
project was estimated at $44 M to
build an elementary school complex — 38 M for the school and 6
M for a recreation center The final estimated cost is now projected
to be $61M — outrageous, 17M
over budget — a 38 percent increase over the agreed upon cost.
In February of this year the
School Board moved $5.7 M from
the planned Polk School renovation to the Patrick Henry project
in order to cover the elevated costs
of Option A at Patrick Henry. We
have been informed that another
$3.8 million will be moved to
cover the same expenses as in February (funding for the additional
17,000 sq. feet of building space
15 percent more than was
planned), as well as funds needed
to avoid conflicts associated with
Dominion power lines and the
construction of a retaining wall to
manage land topography). This
current request is the same exact
request for which funds were
moved from Polk in February — a
duplicate request for money. When
may I ask will the spending spree
stop and where is the accountability? Give me a final budget and
stick to it.
There is more.
The C1 Patrick Henry project
was the project of choice allowing
no bus routes on Latham — neighborhood friendly — and a safer bet
for traffic flow. The A 1 project was
chosen to save $1.5-$2.0M — instead we are now in the hole for
17M and there are buses on
Latham Street, less open space, a
much larger school footprint — all
of the above with no citizen intervention and input on this growing

deficit.
The citizens meetings were a
mere formality to check the box
as completed and move on.
Jefferson Houston was delivered
25 percent over budget and the
infamous tennis courts at the high
school 100 percent over budget.
Every major school related project
is always over spent. From the very
beginning, the management of this
project was questionable. In a
June 2015 City Council meeting
Paul Smedberg stated that facilities had failed to deliver clarity
and cost on this project and those
who participated should be fired.
The project continues to be poorly
planned, poorly presented and
poorly budgeted.
With rising taxes on all fronts, it
is a bitter pill to swallow when
agencies shun prudence and cost
issues. We do not need a Taj-Mahal
we need a school — brick and
block, a structure, not a palace. We
also need a complete audit of the
project before completion to keep
this project from escalating out of
control; 80M is not an unrealistic
final number for this project. We
have 12 more schools to deal with.
Citizens voice your objection for
the wasteful spending of your tax
money. City Council get a hold of
this mismanagement issue. And
the newly appointed blue ribbon
panel of advisors, where are you?
William Goff
Alexandria

Cut-Through
Traffic and
Speeding
To the Editor:
This is an open letter to the city’s
elected officials, Transportation and Environmental Services, and the police chief.

From time to time I read of residents and their neighborhood association complain about cutthrough traffic and speeding.
When I lived in Rosemont it was
an issue on Commonwealth and
Russel Road, then in Old Town on
Bashford, but interestingly not
Powhattan.
For the last few years I have
lived in an apartment on S. Whiting Street just around the corner
where the pedestrians were struck
in the crosswalk two Fridays ago.
Stevenson Avenue, S. Whiting,
and Yoakum Parkway, where often
the average driven speed is
35mph, often 40-plus, is in need
of serious help. Rarely do I see the
police in my neighborhood or a
vehicle being pulled over for
speeding. I don’t know if it is because half the traffic is cut-through
from Edsall and Van Dorn to I-395
or because I live in a neighborhood
flush with a diverse mix of immi-
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Rebuilding Together Alexandria volunteers gather at one of the houses repaired
through a Sears’ Heroes at Home grant.

Heroes in Alexandria
By Breanne Driscoll,
Outreach Manager

he month of August brought a large sigh
of relief for one of Rebuilding Together
Alexandria’s applicants. A Vietnam veteran, retired City of Alexandria employee, and
pool champion received an interior and exterior
refresher to his home thanks to a Sears’ Heroes
at Home grant. Heroes at Home is a program created through the collaboration of
and Rebuilding Together to
Rebuilding Sears
improve the lives of veterans and
Together their families through extensive
Alexandria home rehabilitations.
Mr. C’s repair needs were originally brought to our attention by a city employee
who had referred Mr. C to our organization because of an exterior code violation. Rebuilding
Together Alexandria has a long history of
partnering with the City of Alexandria to assist
low-income homeowners with health and safety
repairs, so we were eager to help.
Since Mr. C has been suffering from several impairing health conditions and is wheelchair
bound, it has prevented him from being able to
do the work himself. Fifteen volunteers spent the
day cleaning up his yard, scraping and painting
the exterior of his house, repairing a fence, installing new kitchen flooring, painting the inte-

T

grants.
I laugh every time you put up
those portable flashing speed devices. We are a neighborhood with
little to no voice at city hall and
hope that you all would spend
some time witnessing the careless
and often reckless speeding in my
neighborhood .... a.m. or p.m. rush
hour would be best for a first-hand
experience. Speed tables would be
nice, but I realize with the downward/upward
slope
with

rior, assisting Mr. C with organizing his belongings, among many other tasks.
Heroes at Home funds were also used to improve a home owned by the City of Alexandria
and managed by New Hope Housing that is now
home to three formerly homeless veterans. In the
past, volunteers painted the veteran home, replaced the front screen door, built an outdoor platform, and installed doors, mini-blinds, and smoke
detectors. Contractors repaired the hardwood
floors, cleaned gutters, and pointed up exterior
brick. While much improved, this townhome still
needed new appliances and basement flooring, all
funded through this year’s Heroes at Home program. Three formerly homeless veterans love calling this Potomac West neighborhood “home.”
The work of the City of Alexandria, local nonprofits, and dedicated volunteers amounted to the
City declaring in 2016 that it had effectively ended
veteran homelessness, having resources to house
all veterans identified during that year’s point-intime count.
Mr. C and the veteran home are just two projects
out of the 100-plus we complete each year, making homes safe and healthy. If you want to get
involved, gather a group, and sponsor a home of
a low-income resident in the City of Alexandria,
we encourage you to contact us. For more information, call 703-836-1021 or visit
www.RebuildingTogetherAlex.org.

Stevenson to Yoakum presents
some challenges.
As for my previous letter, the
intersection I spoke of is Gibbon
Street at Rt. 1 where on seemingly
any weekday you could write up
100 tickets during evening rush
hour for improper left turns from
the right lane. At a rate of 1-5 cars
per light cycle, I am being conservative.
Bill Duran
Alexandria

American
Values
To the Editor:
The following open letter was addressed
to Republican gubernatorial candidate Ed
Gillespie.

On Aug. 11 and 12, we saw violence and hate we hoped we
would never again witness on
American soil. In Charlottesville,
See Letters, Page 15
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Letters
From Page 14
Neo-Nazis and white supremacists took
to the streets, marched with torches, gave
Nazi salutes, shouted that Jews “will not
replace them,” chanted the Fascist slogan
“Blood and Soil,” proclaimed white supremacy, and murdered a woman who was
brave enough to stand up to them. Then,
instead of clearly rejecting this evil, the
President of the United States twice defended those marching with the very NeoNazis who unleashed this deadly violence
on one of Virginia’s greatest cities.
After President Trump’s press conferences, we were left shocked and then deeply
saddened. Let’s be clear. “Very fine people”
don’t march with people who are holding
Nazi flags and chanting anti-Semitic slogans.
We were heartened to see, in the wake of
Donald Trump’s horrifying comments, that
leaders in both parties came together to
reject hate and renew our nation’s founding principles of equality and inclusiveness.
But instead of joining these leaders — including many prominent Republicans — we
understand you have refused to speak out
against the President’s reaction to
Charlottesville.
As Jewish members of the Virginia General Assembly, we write you because, as
Virginians and Jews, we find your failure
to denounce the President’s reaction to
Nazism deeply disturbing. The events in
Charlottesville recall the darkest moments
in both the history of this country and the
Jewish people. What we saw on Friday and
Saturday was an assault on our democratic

society and the very values this country was
founded upon. Yet the President of the
United States, the leader of our country, has
not once but twice defended those who
would march with the Neo-Nazis and their
ilk.
Our country at its best has been a beacon
of hope and safety for all peoples. Hundreds
of thousands gave their lives so that the
forces that destroyed Europe would never
set foot on American soil. President Trump’s
reaction to Charlottesville represented a
betrayal of that noble legacy and our core
American values.
Donald Trump is the leader of your party.
Your refusal to speak out against him is a
colossal failure of leadership, a moral abdication, and deeply troubling to Virginia’s
Jewish community. We urge you to break
your silence and immediately denounce
Donald Trump’s hateful and inadequate response to the Charlottesville attack.
We are living through a moral reckoning,
a time when all citizens of our great commonwealth and nation are called to defend
the most fundamental values of our democracy. We ask you to immediately stand up,
loudly and clearly, against those who would
condone violence and hatred.
As Americans, Jews, and Virginians, we
urge you to join us and immediately condemn the President’s dog-whistle defense
of Nazism.
Senate Democratic Leader
Dick Saslaw, Sen. Adam Ebbin, Del.
Eileen Filler-Corn, Del. Marcus
Simon, and Del. Mark Levine

SNAP OUT OF IT!
Ban Fracked-Gas Pipelines in Virginia!
As citizens of Virginia, we have a vision of our Commonwealth as a leader in transitioning
to renewable clean energy. We call on Governor McAuliffe to use his authority through the
&OHDQ:DWHU$FWWRGHQ\SHUPLWVIRUDOOIUDFNHGJDVSLSHOLQHV:HFDOORQHOHFWHGRIÀFLDOVWR
VWDQGÀUPO\RQWKHVLGHRIWKHVDIHW\DQGZHOIDUHRI\RXUFRQVWLWXHQWV5HIXVHFRQWULEXWLRQV
from the fossil fuel industry, including Dominion Power, so you can be uncompromised and
speak out to protect our air, water, and land!

No-(PLQHQWGRPDLQWRWDNHSULYDWHDQGSXEOLFODQGIRUFRUSRUDWHSURÀW
No- Trespassing on and destruction of family farms against the will of the owners
No- Bullying of African-American and Indigenous communities with toxic compressor
stations and pipelines.

No-5DWHSD\HUIXQGLQJRIGLUW\HQHUJ\LQIUDVWUXFWXUHWREHQHÀWVWRFNKROGHUV
No- Fracked-gas pipelines in Virginia!
Yes- Invest in renewable clean energy, the fastest growing job sector.
Yes- Protect our waterways and mountain ridges.
Yes- Turn back Global Warming NOW!

International Soccer Trip
A group of boys and girls players, coaches and supporters from
Alexandria Soccer Association (ASA) recently returned from a 10day soccer tour to Italy and Spain. As part of Alexandria Soccer’s
International Program, this trip, in partnership with GOL Experiences, was spent playing and watching soccer in Turin and
Alessandria, Italy and Barcelona, Spain. ASA traveled to Italy and
Spain with a total of 40 male and female players born in 2003 or
2004 along with four club coaches and a number of supporters. The
goal of the trip was to give players a taste of high level international competition as well as experience the local soccer culture,
food and history. See www.alexandria–soccer.org.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Signed by:
Bruce P. Tinker, MD
Pam Tinker, BS, PT, MAIS
Lynn Alsmeyer-Johnson
Xabier Arzuaga
Barbara Bacon
Patti Barkett
Mike Beidler
Sherri Berthrong
Henry Bobotek
Sonja Bloom
Dorothy M. Brandt
Wendy Burns
Curt Christian
Daniel L. Cohen, MD
Suzanne Cleary Cohen, MA
Renee Conrad
Thomas S. Corbit, SSBN Navy(ret)
Kimberlee A. Christian
Marcia Crockett, GSA(Ret)
Caroline D’Aguiar, US. Dept of Defense (Ret)
Roger F. D’Aguiar, US Air Force (Ret)

Joan Darrah
Gail Dickert, Social Justice Advocate
Janel L. Dillard
Margaret Dorsey
Linda Doyle
Cheryl Focht
Kathryn Forbes
Dr. William Gleason, State Dept (Ret)
Donna Gold
Phyllis Gonigam
Laurie Hayden
Nancy R. James
Ulysses James
Laura Jernigan
Connie Jordan
David Keegan
Lynne Kennedy
Sally Lindfors
Don Lipscomb, AIA
Jan Lipscomb, OTR
MyraSands Lusk, US Census Bureau
Marianne Martz

Peter Martz
Randall Merrifield
Linda Moncure
Fran Oropeza
Mary Paden
Elaine Petermann
Sandy Peterson
Janet Powers
Dolly Rowe
Emma Schneider
Raymond M. Schneider
Melanie A. Schneider
R. Gabriel Schneider
Maya J. Schneider
Diana Simonton, LMT
Ralph Slawson
Marian Louise (Mimi) Stevens
Jeb Taylor, WWII Vet
Nina Tisara
Blanca Vasquez
Sherry Whitaker
Bob Young
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Donations Being Collected for Houston
W Cares Disaster Response Team is mobilizing equipment, supplies and volunteers,
from all over the country, for transport to areas impacted by Hurricane Harvey. A Keller Williams
agent in the Old Town Alexandria
of- fice, Jon Benya, has rented a
53-foot truck and is driving to the
KW Cares Command Center in
Houston, filled with donations to
aid the relief efforts. Keller Williams is opening its offices to Alexandria and the surrounding areas,
to drop off donations to help fill
the truck. More than 195 agents
in the Alexandria office are reaching out to their communities to
provide an opportunity for those
who want to be involved.
The KW Cares Command Center in Houston is presently being
manned by more than 500 Keller
Williams agents, receiving, organizing and scheduling deliveries
until next week when Mega Relief
efforts begin as part of KW’s Mega
Camp, national convention. Thousands of agents are expected to be
arriving to further organizational
efforts.
Donations must be dropped off
at the office by noon on Friday,
Sept. 8, at 1701 Duke St,, Suite
100, Alexandria.

K

Photo Contributed

Bulletin Board

Local donations will be trucked to the KW Cares Command Center in Houston.

What’s Needed
Hurricane Harvey Needed Supply List:
20” box fans, 25’ and 50’ outdoor extension cords, 4 cycle
motor oil , wheelbarrows, large black trash bags, gloves for
outdoor use, face masks, brooms, paper towels, toilet paper,

paper plates, plastic utensils, mops, Windex, rubber gloves,
water testing kits, pet food — dog and cat, rubber boots, first
aid kits, flash lights, bleach, batteries — all sizes, blankets,
shampoo/body wash, soap, bug spray, toothbrush/toothpaste,
new socks for men and women and children, and new underwear for men, women and children.

Submit civic/community announcements at ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before event.

THROUGH DEC. 1
Honoring Alexandria’s Veterans.
As part of Alexandria’s World War
One Commemoration, the Office of
Historic Alexandria is collecting
knitted or crocheted poppies to honor
veterans. These poppies will be used
in a community art project and
displayed during a special event for
the 100th anniversary of Armistice
Day. Poppies can be any shade of
red, 2 to 4 inches in diameter. Dropoff poppies along with a card with
your name or group’s name on it for
recognition at any Alexandria City
Public Library, City Recreation
Center, The Lyceum, Alexandria’s

History Museum, or Hooray for
Books! Visit bit.ly/2uM6M4x for
more.

SENIOR VOLUNTEERS
RSVP, a volunteer network for seniors
seeking service opportunities in and
around Fairfax County, Arlington
County and the City of Alexandria,
offers a wide array of opportunities
for volunteers 55 and older. RSVP
volunteers enjoy flexible schedules,
free accident and liability insurance
while serving, optional mileage and
meal reimbursement and are invited

to volunteer group projects and social
gatherings. To sign up for an
upcoming orientation, email Carly
Hubicki at
chubicki@volunteerfairfax.org or call
RSVP at 703-403- 5360. To learn
more about RSVP, visit
www.rsvpnova.org.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 7
Nomination Deadline. Volunteer
Alexandria is calling on organizations
and City agencies to nominate
volunteers for the 23rd Annual
Volunteers are the Heart of Alexandria

award. To become an award sponsor,
email Katie at
Katiewatson@volunteeralexandria.org
or call 703-836-2176. For more
information about the awards, visit
www.VolunteerAlexandria.org.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 10
American Association of
University Women. 2-4 p.m. at a
private residence, 117 Cameron
Station Blvd. The Alexandria Branch
of AAUW are having a potluck
meeting for new and prospective
members. Email
AAUWAlex@gmail.com for more.

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel
From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee
10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the
past 17 years

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Select your
products from
our Mobile
Showroom
and Design
Center
Fully Insured &
Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates

703-999-2928
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Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com
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Day One at Maury Elementary
From Page 3
you are.”
Powell had not originally planned on being a
teacher. His father, a Marine, always told Powell that
he was going to be a teacher. But Powell had wanted
to be an architect. Powell is a visual learner; he likes
building things, but the undergraduate program at
Anderson University didn’t have an architecture program. He majored in math instead, but like his father, his advisor in college said he saw Powell as a
teacher. Powell switched into an education program
at the school and said it started to feel like a natural
fit.
“My father and advisor saw skills I didn’t know I
had,” Powell said. “I never wanted a job. I don’t like
calling this work… that’s not what we do here. It’s a
service. Being a teacher allowed me not to get stuck
behind a desk.”
After college, Powell moved around with his wife,
teaching at various grade levels in various locations.
When they moved to Maryland, he got his job at
Tucker.
Powell was the first person in his family to go to
college. Powell struggled to describe the feeling years
later of being chosen as the principal for Maury and
settled on “monumental.”
“It’s so humbling to be in this position,” said Powell.
“It really humbled me. I saw my dad cry once when
I went to college. He was very proud. But behind
closed doors, [when I told him I was going to be the
principal] there was probably some tears again. I’m
still trying to make him proud. It inspires me not to

Photo by Vernon Miles/Gazette Packet

Maury Principal Victor Powell
stop. I have a son as well, and I want him to go even
further.”
Powell said he felt keenly aware of the eyes of the
community, parents and staff, turned towards him
as the school year starts.
“It reminds you of the gravity of this situation,”
said Powell. “This is not something I take lightly. This
means a lot to me. It means I know what’s at stake.
It means the [community] trusts us, not only to provide an education but to keep their children safe.”

High Holiday Services
Led by Rabbi Gilah Langner

Experience the
Reconstructionist
difference!

We are a warm, welcoming community in
Arlington VA. Participatory, creative, familyfriendly, & musical services. No tickets
necessary; donations gratefully appreciated.

KolAmiVirginia.org • 571-271-8387

Sunday Sept 10th & 24th
12noon

Break-away, Break-thru,
Break-free, Break-out:

You Can Win@Life
Be More Joyful
More Purposeful • More Courageous
More Successful • More Powerful

tĞƐƚŽǀĞƌĂƉƟƐƚŚƵƌĐŚ
1125 Patrick Henry Drive
Arlington, VA 22205
(Enter Near The Flag Poles & Church Marque)

Discover Your Rights & Privileges of Being A Son Or Daughter Of God
(Read 1st Peter 2:9-10)

Info: RobertLewisTaylor@live.com 703-798-8527
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Mickey Mouse poses for a photo with Alexandria Police
captains Len Fouch and Don Hayes Aug. 27 at the
Charles Houston Recreation Center back-to-school
community day.

Shear Fun
From Page 5
“This was the largest event we
have had at the center because we
invited families from the neighborhood and not just kids attending
the Charles Houston community
center,” Bailey said.
In the West End, a Community
Day was held at Brent Place Apartments. In addition to backpacks
and school supplies, a cookout was
held at this location.
“At Brent Place we gave away
over 200 backpacks and also
clothes and shoes,” Bailey said.
“We did not provide haircuts at
this location but we also grilled
hotdogs for the families.”
Both events were made possible
by the following partners:
Firefighters and Friends to the
Rescue; City of Alexandria Parks
& Recreation; Alexandria Fire Department; Alexandria Police De-

partment; Alexandria Sheriff’s Office; Apple Federal Credit Union;
Community Praise Church; Jack
Taylor’s Toyota; Caring Angels
Therapy Dogs; Code 3 Association;
Goodwin House Alexandria
Chapel Outreach; Local 2141;
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, PSI NU
Chapter; Departmental Progressive Club; BFSP of Alexandria;
Department of Emergency Communications; and Whole Foods.
“Not only were we preparing the
kids for the upcoming school year
but we made it a fun day for
them,” Bailey said. “We provided
clowns, Mickey Mouse, the Caring
Angels Therapy Dogs, face painting, DJ, and public safety vehicles
to view. We wanted to make sure
the kids start off the school year
looking good, feeling good, and
with the needed school supplies so
that they will do good.”

Improving Budget Process
From Page 12
formal part of the CIP process,
there are a number of ways in
which the plans are reviewed and
evaluated on an ongoing basis by
staff that inform the CIP each
year,” said planning and zoning’s
Carrie Beach in an email. Departments also review the various
master plans about every 5-10
years, though not all together, said
Jeremy McPike, the city’s general
services director. And the city re18 ❖ Alexandria Gazette Packet ❖ September 7-13, 2017

visits its small area plans, though
the interval can exceed a decade,
said Beach.
Overall, Branch wants “a process
that is coherent and is traceable”
through all projects’ “critical
stages,” and that allows “the flexibility to adjust those projects”. He
wants it to be forward-looking,
accounting for “notional needs
that may be out 35 [or] 40 years
from now to form, if you will, the
seed” for future CIPs.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Wellbeing

Healthy and in Season
From juicy apples to hearty cabbage, how
to reap the health benefits of fall produce.
By Marilyn Campbell
ith her one-year old daughter in tow,
Ellen Knight poked at apples and caressed peppers on a Sunday morning
at the Bethesda Farmers Market. The
activity is part of her weekend ritual, searching for
the freshest, most flavorful seasonal fruits and vegetables to use in meals throughout the rest of the
week.
“I’m a little neurotic about produce and farmers
markets,” she said. “I try to only buy at farmers markets and only buy what’s in season. I’m excited about
fall and the new changes in what’s coming in from
the local farms.”
As the weather gets cooler and temperatures drop,
the bumper crops of fall can be found in flavorful
abundance at farmers markets, grocery stores and
even backyard gardens. Among the most nutritious
and readily available produce are cabbage, peppers,
squash, beets and other root vegetables, says Chef
Pete Snaith of Culinaria Cooking School in Vienna.
“The fall harvest is a glorious time for peak-of-theseason vegetables and fruits,” he said. “Farmers markets will be piled high ….”
With a flavor that can be the basis of both sweet
and savory dishes, sweet potatoes are one of the most
nutritious foods to debut in fall, says nutritionist
Allison Speer of the Speer Nutrition Group in Alexandria. “They’re loaded with potassium and vitamin
E,” she said. “In fall there’s a greater variety available like Purple Stokes, Garnet and Hannah.
Choose small or medium-sized sweet potatoes that
feel heavier than they look, advises Speer. “Store
them in a dark place and keep them cool, but not
cold,” she said. “Letting them get cold ruins the flavor.”
Winter squash is an umbrella term for a wide-range
of squash varieties with thick, tough skins, such as
butternut and acorn. Most readily available beginning in early fall and slow to go bad, winter squash
can be stored whole for several weeks, says Arlington-based dietitian Melissa Hawkins, RD. “They are
full of vitamins A and C,” she said. “The also have a
lot of potassium and fiber, which can make you feel

W

Roasted Beet Salad
2 each, red and golden beets, wash but not peeled.
2 TBSP, olive oil
3 oranges, peeled and segmented
1/4 cup, fresh mint, chiffinade
4 oz., feta cheese, sliced into 1/2” cubes or crumbledº
1 mango, sliced in 1/2” cubes
micro greens or pea shoots (optional)
Vinaigrette
1/2 cup, olive oil
2 TBSP., balsamic vinegar
1 TBSP., orange juice
salt and pepper to taste
1. Preheat the oven to 400˚ F.
2. Coat the beets with the olive oil and season with salt and
pepper. Place the beets in a roasting dish and cover. Place
in the oven and roast for about 1 to 1 and a half hours or
until tender. Remove from the beets from the oven and let
cool. Peel when cooled. Cut into 1/2” pieces
3. While the beets are roasting, prepare the vinaigrette. Place
the ingredients in a bowl and whisk to combine.
4. Place the beets, mango, orange, and pea shoots in separate
bowls. Drizzle each with a tablespoon of vinaigrette and
toss to coat.
5. Arrange the salad attractively on the plate. Top with pea
shoots and drizzle with the vinaigrette and top with the
mint.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Photo courtesy of Culinaria Cooking School

This roasted beet salad is an example of a
healthy preparation method for fall produce, says Chef Pete Snaith of Culinaria
Cooking School.
full and satisfied for a longer time.”
Hawkins also touts the versatility of winter squash.
“I like to use butternut squash or pumpkin in soup,”
she said. “Acorn squash can be made into a puree.
One of my favorite things to do is to spiralize winter
squash to make spaghetti or noodle-like strands that
I use instead of pasta. It’s super easy and deeply satisfying.”
Though its trendier cousins kale and Brussels
sprouts get more hype, Hawkins says that cabbage is
a versatile superfood that should not be overlooked.
“There are so many varieties like Savoy and Napa
and it’s full of vitamins C and B6 and fiber,” she said.
“Leafy greens in general, like chard, mustards and
kale, are nutrition powerhouses and are at their best
in the fall.”
Cabbage and other greens are low and calories and
can be prepared in a myriad of ways, adds Speer.
“One of the simplest ways to cook them is to roast
them or stir fry them,” she said. “Cabbage can also
be stuffed or turned into slaw.”
Most commonly seen in dark red, beets come a
variety of colors like white, pink and orange. They’re
earthy, sweet and nutritious, says Hawkins. “Eating
beets is almost like taking a big multivitamin,” she
said. “You’re getting vitamins, A, B and C, plus iron,
potassium, folic acid and beta-carotene.”
Beets can be eaten raw or prepared in a variety of
ways, says Speer. “You can roast them, puree them
or even make beet chips,” she said. “They can stain
your hands and clothing so you have to be careful
when handling them.”
Among the foods most often associated with fall
are apples. With varieties ranging from tart Granny
Smiths to sweet Fujis, there’s an orb for every palate, says Speer. “Apples are packed with fiber and
vitamin C,” she said. “You can slice them or eat them
while, so they’re accessible and easy to carry and
eat.”
Select apples that are firm and without blemishes
or bruises, and coat them with lemon juice after
they’ve been cut to keep them from turning brown,
advises Speer.
Choosing produce that is fresh and in-season,
makes it easier to prepare them with little fuss so
that their nutritional value is preserved. “Fresh vegetables deserve quick, simple, healthy preparation,”
said Snaith “Steaming, blanching, grilling, and roasting quickly come to mind. Apples, watermelon, and
peaches are abundant now as well. You can top off a
delicious meal with a light dessert of baked apples
or grilled peaches with homemade vanilla ice cream.”
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Entertainment
Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING

Photo by Richard Mumford/Gazette Packet

Student Art Exhibit. Various times
through Sept. 15 at the National Art
Education Association (NAEA)
gallery, 901 Prince St. NAEA is
exhibiting artwork from across the
country created by students who are
members of the National Art Honor
Society (NAHS/high school students)
and the National Junior Art Honor
Society (NJAHS/middle school
students). Call 800-299-8321 or 703860-8000 or email
info@arteducators.org for more.
Wizard of Hip. Various times through
Sept. 17 at MetroStage, 1201 North
Royal St. Featuring Thomas W Jones
II as he journeys from adolescence to
adulthood as Afro Jo with original
music by William Knowles and two
back-up singers. Call 703-548-9044
or visit www.metrostage.org for
more.
Alexandrians Fight The Great War.
Various times through Nov. 11 at The
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. This
exhibit shares some of the stories of
Alexandrians during the war and
their more active participation in the
American war effort after April 1917.
Visit www.alexandriava.gov/Lyceum
or call 703-838-4994 for more.
Mount Vernon Farmers Market. 8
a.m.-12 p.m., Wednesdays, through
Dec. 14. Fresh local food, artisan
crafts. Sherwood Library, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
farmersmarkets/mtvernonmkt.htm
for more.
All the President’s Pups. Saturdays
10 a.m. at George Washington’s
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway, Mount Vernon. All the
President’s Pups Walking Tour, along
the way, learn about George
Washington’s love for dogs, his dogs’
unusual names, and his efforts to
improve the quality of his hunting
dogs through breeding. $7. Visit
www.mountvernon.org for more.
Mercy in Alexandria Walking
Tour. Sundays at 1:30 p.m. at
Alexandria Visitors Center, 221 King
St. Experience an inside access tour
of 19th century Alexandria. Inspired
by the PBS mini-series “Mercy
Street,” accompany a trained military
historian through Civil War-era
Alexandria and learn the actual

At King Street Art Festival
The 15th Annual Alexandria King Street Art Festival will be held Saturday and Sunday,
Sept. 16-17.
history behind the TV show. Short
tours are $15, private tours for five
are $149. Visit
www.dcmilitarytour.com for more
The Lyceum: 175 Years of Local
History. Ongoing, Monday-Saturday
10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday 1-5 p.m.
at The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington
St. On view in the museum’s
Coldsmith Gallery, the historical
objects and images featured
represent The Lyceum, the
community at work, and
commemorations and celebrations.
Throughout the exhibition, visitors
are invited to “be the curator” and
think about why the various artifacts
are in the museum’s collection, and
about how tangible representatives of
the past help tell the story of
Alexandria’s history. Free. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org for more.
Pick-Up Hockey. Ongoing,

Wednesdays and Fridays 11:30 a.m.1 p.m. at Mount Vernon Ice Skating,
2017 Belle View Blvd. Play hockey
with other hockey buffs, hitting slap
shots and learning puck handling
skills that the pros use. Players must
have full equipment. 16 and older.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
rec/mtvernon/ or call 703-768-3224
for more.
Medical Care for the Civil War
Soldier Exhibit. Ongoing at the
Fort Ward museum, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. ongoing exhibit
which features original medical
instruments and equipment from the
Civil War period and information on
Union Army hospital sites in
Alexandria. Free. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/fortward for
more
Alexandria’s Nurses and Hospitals
During the Civil War. Ongoing at

The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
An exhibit on the life of Clarissa
Jones, a nurse at The Lyceum
hospital during the Civil War. The
true story of a nurse in Alexandria
during the war, drawing parallels
with characters portrayed in the PBS
drama “Mercy Street,” with
references to the experiences of other
nurses, such as Anne Reading, who
worked in the Mansion House
hospital, and Jane Woolsey, who
served at the Fairfax Seminary
hospital. Admission is $2. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/lyceum for
more.
Shield of Earth: Defending the
Heart of the Union exhibit.
Ongoing, museum hours Tuesday
through Saturday, 10 a.m. -5 p.m.,
Sundays, noon-5 p.m. at Fort Ward
Museum, 4301 West Braddock Road.
Highlights of the exhibition include

military passes issued by Provost
Marshal’s Office, construction tools,
and original photographs of some of
Washington’s defenders. 703-7464848 or www.fortward.org.
Who These Wounded Are: The
Extraordinary Stories of the
Mansion House Hospital
exhibit. Ongoing, Tuesday through
Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sundays,
noon-4 p.m. at the Carlyle House
Historic Park, 121 N. Fairfax St.
Come see the site that inspired
“Mercy Street,” the new PBS’ series
inspired by real events that took
place at Carlyle House.
www.carlylehouse.org or call 703549-2997
Color Disorder Exhibit. Ongoing,
Thursday through Sunday, noon-4
p.m., Sundays, noon-4 p.m. at the
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. A
joint exhibition of artists Katie Baines
and Amy Chan who use diverse
painting materials such as acrylic,
gouache, airbrush and screen print to
build energized abstract paintings.
www.nfaa.org or 703-548-0035.
Flamenco Show. Wednesdays and
Thursdays, 7:30-8:30 p.m. at La
Tasca, 607 King St. Watch dancers
and guitarists perform traditional
flamenco. Free to attend. Call 703299-9810 or visit
www.latascausa.com.
French Movie Night. Every Thursday,
7 p.m. in the back room of Fontaine
Caffe and Creperie, 119 S. Royal St.
View a French film. Free, no
reservation necessary. Call 703-5358151 or visit
www.fontainecaffe.com/
reviews.html.
Their Fates Intertwined: The Lees
of Alexandria in the War of
1812. Wednesday- Saturday, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, 1-4 p.m. LeeFendall House and Gardens, 614
Oronoco St. A new exhibit on the
experiences of the Lee family in
Alexandria during the War of 1812
examines the contributions of
Alexandria’s citizens during the
conflict that led to the writing of our
national anthem through the lives of
this iconic Virginia family. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org or call 703548-1789.
Alexandria Cars and Coffee invites
car enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Owners of classic cars, hot rods,
exotic cars, motorcycles and more
meet to share car stories and drink
coffee. Group meets the first Sunday
of every month. 8:30-11 a.m.

BurgerFi Going Beyond with New Plant-Based Burger
By Hope Nelson
t’s no secret that plant-based dining
options are grabbing more market
share with every passing year. Not
just the realm of vegetarians and vegans
anymore, die-hard carnivores are also
coming around, whether for health or
ethical reasons. Now, the latgeneration of meat-free
Appetite est
burgers are finding a home in
an
unlikely
location:
BurgerFi, a national chain that has a foothold here in Alexandria.
Beginning this week, BurgerFi will offer a hearty plant-based burger, the Beyond Burger from Beyond Meat, alongside its animal-source options on the
menu. And well before Monday’s launch,
the store’s phone has been ringing off the

I

hook with requests for status updates.
“The amount of phone calls that we have
been getting is ridiculous,” laughed Alexandria BurgerFi general manager Christopher Landry. After news of the Beyond
Burger’s partnership with BurgerFi was featured on the “Today” show in July, the 111
N. Pitt St. location received an onslaught
of requests.
“We are the first chain to adopt a fully
plant-based burger, and Beyond Meat is the
first 100 percent plant-based burger to acquire a restaurant chain like BurgerFi,”
Landry said. “The Beyond Burger follows
BurgerFi’s philosophy of purist — our beef
as well as no hormones, no antibiotics, no
steroids ever ever.”
The Beyond Burger isn’t a paltry, cardboard affair. Rather, its meaty texture and
hearty, even slightly fatty, taste is incred-

20 ❖ Alexandria Gazette Packet ❖ September 7-13, 2017

ibly reminiscent of the animal-based variety. And it contains 20 grams of protein —
the same as a beef burger.
“It cooks and gives you the feel of a regular beef patty,” Landry said. “… My wife
likes it so much that we’ve now had it several times at home.”
Despite the new burger’s arrival to the
menu, the restaurant’s existing veggie
burger will also keep its place, Landry said.
The original veggie burger is made in-house
with quinoa and vegetables; while it’s vegetarian, it’s not vegan. The Beyond Burger
swoops in to fill that gap — and then some.
“BurgerFi did want to keep a traditional
burger experience, so the standard Beyond
Burger is going to come with onions, pickles, lettuce, tomato, ketchup, mayonnaise,
mustard, and American cheese,” Landry
said. There’ll be a fully vegan option, too,

which comes in a lettuce wrap and will
omit the cheese and mayo.
But humans can’t live on burgers alone.
Pair some freshly made French fries with
the sandwich and you’ve got a complete
meal, Landry said. Not to mention a little
something to wash it all down — perhaps a sampling of BurgerFi’s craft beer
selection.
The Beyond Burger’s addition to the
menu is a welcome one, and Landry aims
for it to be well-received by customers.
“I never get tired of hearing ‘This is the
best burger I’ve ever had,’ and I hear it
all the time,” he said.
Hope Nelson owns and operates the
Kitchen Recessionista blog, located at
www.kitchenrecessionista.com. Email her
any time at hope@kitchenrecessionista.com.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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This Pulitzer Prize-winning
play spans a complex
25-year relationship to show
that friendships are found
in even the most unlikely
circumstances.

SHOW DATES:
SEPTEMBER 9-30, 2017

Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street • 703-683-0496
www.thelittletheatre.com

★ Mount Vernon Antique Center ★

8101 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria

703-619-5100
www.mtvantiques.com

Dealers

Follow
us on
Facebook &
Twitter

Browse for great antique & vintage items, and get your
computer fixed, watch repaired and artwork framed.

Fresh Jumbo
Soft Shell Crabs

Entertainment
Fifty Years of Collecting. TuesdaySaturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sundays 125 p.m. Fort Ward Museum, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. An anniversary
exhibit of objects from the Fort Ward
collection. Free. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-7464848.
Dinner for the Washingtons. 12
p.m. at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. A walking tour
that goes behind the scenes to find
out how food was prepared and
served before the era of microwaves
and TV dinners. $5 in addition to
estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org for more.
Second Thursday Music.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. 7 p.m.
Second Thursday of every month.
Visit nvfaa.org to view concert
calendar and listen to upcoming
Second Thursday Music artists.
The Monday Morning Birdwalk
takes place weekly, rain or shine
(except during electrical storms,
strong winds, or icy trails), at 7 a.m.
(8 a.m. November through March), is
free, requires no reservation and is
open to all. Birders meet in the
parking lot at the park’s entrance at
3701 Lockheed Blvd. Direct questions
to park staff during normal business
hours at 703-768-2525.
Civil War Sundays. 1-5 p.m. at
Alexandria Archaeology Museum,
105 North Union St., #327. Learn
more about the Civil War as it
occurred in Alexandria. Find
dioramas, newspaper articles and
more Free. Visit
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org.
Doggy Happy Hour. Starting April 5,
Tuesdays through October 5-8 p.m.
at Jackson 20 and Hotel Monaco
Alexandria, 480 King St. Doggy
Happy Hour at Jackson 20 and the
Hotel Monaco Alexandria offers
specials on cocktails and beers plus
treats and water for canine
companions. Free, but drinks sold
separately. Visit www.monacoalexandria.com for more
Wake Up Wednesdays featuring The
Pop Up Cafe. 7-9:30 a.m. on
Wednesday’s near the King Street
Tunnel - Carlyle Entrance located
near 2000 Duke St. near Motley Fool.
The cafe will feature coffee, live
music to help commuters start the
day off right and donuts from Sugar
Shack. maurisapotts@gmail.com

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS

Restaurant
Summer Specials
• Cold Soup Trio
• Stuffed Avocado with Crabmeat
• Cold Salmon Platter
• Asparagus with Fresh
Smoked Trout

Patio seating available

127 N. Washington St., Alexandria • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant
www.lerefugealexandria.com
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Community Dance. 7:30-9:30 p.m.
every third Friday at Hollin Hall
Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah
Road. Live music. Tickets are $4. Call
703-765-4573.
Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Drop-in for the session
and bring supplies to draw or paint
live models. Fee ranges from $8-$12.
All skill levels are welcome. Del Ray
Artisans is located at 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for a
schedule.
The Harmony Heritage Singers
(Mount Vernon Chapter of
Barbershop Harmony Society), a
daytime, a cappella, Chorus,
rehearses on the 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays, monthly, at Sherwood Hall
Regional Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Newcomers
welcome for fun or to book for a
performance. Visit
www.HHSingers.org, or call Bruce at
703-352-5271.

SEPT. 6-OCT. 31
Artists Exhibit. Various times in the
Fireplace Alcove, Mount Vernon
Unitarian Church, 1909 Windmill
Lane. Dolly Rowe’s hooked artworks
called “Painting in Wool and Silk”
will be on display. Contact

Desert After Rain
From Sept. 6-Oct. 31, Dolly Rowe’s hooked artworks
called “Painting in Wool and Silk” will be on display in
the Fireplace Alcove, Mount Vernon Unitarian Church,
1909 Windmill Lane. Contact dollyrowe73@yahoo.com
for more.
dollyrowe73@yahoo.com for more.

SEPT. 7-OCT. 1
“Aqueduct: Stone Ruins in
Maryland & Virginia.” Various
times at The Art League 105 North
Union St. Printmaker M. Alexander
(Alex) Gray illuminates forgotten
local history through the images in
his exhibit, “Aqueduct: Stone Ruins
in Maryland & Virginia.Ó Gray, a
lifelong Virginian, wants to bring
these lesser-known, historic sites
back into the public eye. Call 703683-1780 or visit
www.theartleague.org.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 7
Meet The Ballerina. 3:45 p.m. in The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Children
of all ages have the opportunity to
meet a ballerina from The
Washington School of Ballet. Free.
Visit www.nvfaa.org or call 703-5480035.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 8
Patriot Day Golf Classic. 11:30 a.m.6:30 p.m. at Belle Haven Country
Club, 6023 Fort Hunt Road. 4th
Annual Patriot Day Golf Classic to
benefit two veteran and wounded
warrior organizations. Visit
www.bellehavencc.com/golf/
patriotday for more.
Concert. 8 p.m. at Blessed Sacrament
Catholic Church, 1427 W. Braddock
Road. Violinist Sonya Hayes, cellist
Igor Zubkovsky and pianist John
McCrary will perform a program
including the Vitebsk Trio of Aaron
Copland, the Piano Trio of Leonard
Bernstein and the First Piano Trio of
DvoYák. Donations are encouraged to
support the concerts given at Blessed
Sacrament. Email
jmccrary@blessedsacramentcc.org or
call 703-998-6100, ext. 103 for more.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 9
Sidewalk Sale. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. at the

Hollin Hall Shopping Center, 529
Hollin Hall. Call 703-765-4110 or
email hhvs@vacoxmail.com for more.
Fall Garden Day. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Numerous local plant
and garden craft vendors will have
gardening materials, while a silent
auction, bake sale, live music, food
and kids’ activity tent add to the
festivities. Free. Call 703-642-5173
for more.
Labor Movement Lecture. 10 a.m.
and 2 p.m. at the Lee-Fendall House,
614 Oronoco St. Topic titled “John L.
Lewis: Public Figure, Private Man”
will examine the legacy of one of the
most innovative leaders of the labor
movement. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org, or call
703-548-1789.
Ethiopian New Year Celebration.
Noon-5 p.m. at the Durant Arts
Center, 1605 Cameron St. The
Ethiopian music and rhythms
performed by “Dankira,” a troupe of
Ethiopian musicians and the “EthioAmerican Eskista Group” of dancers
who will celebrate the Ethiopia’s
tradition. $5. Call 703-746-5565 or
email
cherylanne.colton@alexandriava.gov,
or visit www.alexandriava.gov/arts.

SEPT. 9-20
Northern Virginia Senior
Olympics. Various times and
locations, more than 50 different
events taking place at more than 25
venues across Northern Virginia. Call
703-403-5360 or visit www.nvso.us
for more.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 10
Application Deadline. Post-Graduate
Residency Studio at Torpedo Factory
Art Center is now open at
torpedofactory.org/artopps.
Questions about the residency or
applications can be directed to
torpedofactory@alexandriava.gov or
703-746-4570.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Entertainment
George Washington Patriot Run. 8
a.m.-noon at the George Washington
Memorial Parkway, the finish line at
the George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. $50 per runner;
$10 for spectator tickets at the finish
line. Call 703-780-2000 or visit
www.MountVernon.org for more.
Museum Geek Tour. noon-1 p.m. at
the Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary
Museum, 105 S. Fairfax St. Civil War
in Alexandria. Call 703-746-3852 or
visit alexandriava.gov/apothecary for
more.
Cemetery History Walking Tour. 3
p.m. at Ivy Hill Cemetery is located at
2823 King St. $5 suggested donation.
Visit www.ivyhillcemetery.net for
more.

MONDAY/SEPT. 11
Yoga for Gardeners I. 9:30-10:30
a.m. at Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. This class
features a gentle introduction to the
vinyasa method which helps
participants increase the strength,
flexibility and endurance necessary
for gardening. Class held indoors.
$123/person for 11 lessons. Register
online at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/greenspring using code 290
426 2401 or call 703-642-5173.
Alexandria 9/11 Remembrance
Ceremony. 10 a.m. at Market
Square, 301 King St. The event will
feature remarks from Alexandria Fire
Chief Robert Dubé, Police Chief
Michael Brown and Sheriff Dana
Lawhorne, as well as musical
performances and the “Return to
Quarters” bell-ringing ceremony.
Visit www.alexandriava.gov/ for
more.

Art Exhibits

“Life of the Universe” by Nahid Navab

Exhibitions “Zip Infinity,” a series of acrylic paintings by artist Maremi Andreozzi and “The Time of No Time” by Nahid Navab will be on display through
Sept. 17 at the Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center, 4915 East Campus Drive.

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Entertainment
Live Music
On Thursday, Sept.
14, Penny and
Sparrow are in
concert 7:30 p.m. at
The Birchmere,
3701 Mt. Vernon
Ave. Performing
their new album
“Wendigo,” with
opener Lowland
Hum. Visit
www.birchmere.com
for more.

Exp. 9/30/17

Garden Sprouts: Nature
Playgroup. 10-11:30 a.m.at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Preschoolers learn through
nature-themed toys and puzzles
while parents meet other playgroup
parents one Monday a month.
September’s theme is “Pollinators
Everywhere.” Adult must accompany
registered child. $6/child. Register
online at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/greenspring using code 290
401 2701 or call 703-642-5173.
Using Native Plants. 7-8:30 p.m. at
the Mount Vernon Recreation Center,
2701 Commonwealth Ave. Curious
about tried and true garden
performers? Want to attract birds to
your yard? All this and more will be
covered as we walk through different
native plants and how to use them to
create beautiful and sustainable
home landscaping. Free and open to
the public. Registration is requested
at ALXnativeplants.eventbrite.com.
Email
AlexandriaBeautification@gmail.com
for more.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 13
Museums Temporarily Closed. All
day, the Office of Historic Alexandria,
the comprehensive public history
agency of the City of Alexandria, will
be holding a full-day retreat for all
staff. Alexandria Archaeology
Museum; Alexandria Black History
Museum; Archives and Records
Center; Fort Ward Museum;
Friendship Firehouse Museum;
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum; Lloyd
House Administrative Offices;
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary
Museum; and The Lyceum,
Alexandria’s History Museum will be
closed. Carlyle House Historic Park
and the Lee-Fendall House and
Gardens, separate Alexandria historic
house museums not operated by
OHA, will be open during their
regular hours. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/historic or
call 703-746-4554.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 14
Gardening Excursion. 7 a.m.-7 p.m.,
at Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Chanticleer Garden in
Wayne, Pennsylva–nia is a blend of
art and horticulture. Trip includes
motor coach, entrance, guided tour,
and lunch. $124. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring or call 703-941-7987.
Artists Reception. 6-8 p.m. at the
Target Gallery, Torpedo Factory, 105
North Union St. Alexandria artists
Floydetta McAfee and Michael Holt
are part of the exhibit “Culture
Shock” that explores socio-political
issues through the lens of pop culture
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and street art. The exhibit runs from
Saturday, Sept. 9 through Sunday,
Oct. 22. Visit torpedofactory.org.
Meet the Artist Reception. 6:30-8
p.m. at The Art League 105 North
Union St. Printmaker M. Alexander
(Alex) Gray illuminates forgotten
local history through the images in
his exhibit, “Aqueduct: Stone Ruins
in Maryland & Virginia.Ó Gray, a
lifelong Virginian, wants to bring
these lesser-known, historic sites
back into the public eye. Call 703683-1780 or visit
www.theartleague.org.
Penny and Sparrow Concert. 7:30
p.m. at The Birchmere, 3701 Mt.
Vernon Ave. Performing their new
album Wendigo with opener Lowland
Hum. Visit www.birchmere.com for
more.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 15
History By The Glass. Various times
at Gadsby’s Tavern, 134 North Royal
St. Enjoy drinks at the tavern, which
historically served a wide variety of
beverages, and learn about the
history behind them. $50 for drinks
and hors d’oeuvres. Call 703-7464242 or visit www.gadsbystavern.org
for more.
Nomination Deadline. Nominated a
Living Legend of Alexandria. Look at
these current Living Legends of
Alexandria for inspiration to add to
that list, by submitting nominations
for consideration by Sept. 15 online
at www.AlexandriaLegends.org.
Swing Band Concert. 7:30-9:30 p.m.
at the Hollin Hall Senior Center,
1500 Shenandoah Road. Dance and
listen to swing music. Visit
www.hollinhallseniorcenter.org/ for
more.

abroad. Featuring live music, and
interactive art activities, as well as
The Art League’s Ice Cream Bowl
Fundraiser. Visit
www.artfestival.com/festivals/
alexandria-king-street-art-festival.
Crafts at Carlyle. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at
Carlyle House Historic Park, 121 N.
Fairfax St. Children will be able to
create their own piece of art at
Carlyle House to take home. Children
will get the chance to paint their own
version of a floorcloth, a popular
18th Century floor covering. Call
703-549-2997 or visit
www.nvrpa.org for more.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 17
Jazz at Meade. 4 p.m. at Meade
Memorial Episcopal Church, 322 N.
Alfred St. Featuring The Vibe
Collective: Afro-Cuban-Latin Jazz.
$20 donation. Call 267-463-7936 for
more.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 19
Researching Aviation Pioneers. 1-3
p.m. at Hollin Hall Senior Center,
1500 Shenandoah Road. Mary Lipsey
talks about researching biographical
information about aviation pioneer
Dr. William Wallace Whitney
Christmas of Clifton. Free. Call 703768-4101 or visit
www.mvgenealogy.org.

SEPT. 22-OCT. 1
Cinderella, The New Musical.
Various times at the Lee Center, 1108
Jefferson St. An Infinity Stage
production. $15-35 online, $20-$40
at the door. Visit
www.InfinityStage.com for more.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 16

SATURDAY/SEPT. 23

Java Jolt Lecture. 10 a.m.-noon at
Alexandria Archaeology Museum,
105 North Union St., #327. Feature
Paula Whitacre’s new book, “A Civil
Life in an Uncivil Time: Julia Wilbur’s
Struggle for Purpose.” Email
archaeology@alexandriava.gov or
call 703-746-4399 for more.
Civil War Artillery Day. 10 a.m.-4
p.m. at Fort Ward, 4301 West
Braddock Road. Learn about the role
and equipment of Civil War
artillerymen in the Defenses of
Washington. Call Fort Ward Museum
at 703-746-4848 for more.

Mount Vernon Flea Market. 8 a.m.1 p.m., at 8717 Fort Hunt Road.
Refreshments will also be on sale.
Admission is Free. Visit
mountvernonfleamarket.wordpress.com
for more info.
Historic Homes Tour. 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
at Ramsey House Visitor Center, 221
King St. Visit eight homes in the
heart of Old Town Alexandria. All
proceeds benefit Inova Alexandria
Hospital. Visit www.thetwig.org for
more.
Gardening Film Screening. 2-4
p.m., at Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. Karyl Evans
screens her new documentary film
about the career and life of 20th
century landscape gardener Beatrix
Farrand, who designed dozens of
gardens. $20. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring or call 703-941-7987.

SEPT. 16-17
Street Art Festival. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at
480 King St. King Street from
Washington Street to the waterfront
is transformed into an outdoor art
gallery with original artwork by more
than 200 artists from the U.S. and

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Entertainment
A NON-PROFIT LAW FIRM WITH
AFFORDABLE SLIDING-SCALE FEES
FOR WORKING FAMILIES
Abogados de habla hispana para familias trabajadoras

Criminal Law
Landlord/Tenant Law
Consumer Protection
Family Law
Debtor Defense
Elder Law

Executive Director: Jonathan Y. Short, Attorney at Law
5845 Richmond Highway, Suite 230, Alexandria, VA 22303

(703) 962-7286

Punk, Pop and Propaganda
Punk, pop and propaganda by Michael Holt is part of the
“Culture Shock” art show in September at the Torpedo
Factory. For this show, there is an Artists Reception on
Thursday, Sept. 14, from 6-8 p.m. at the Target Gallery,
Torpedo Factory, 105 North Union St. The exhibit runs
from Saturday, Sept. 9 through Sunday, Oct. 22. Visit
torpedofactory.org.
River Farm Gala. 6-10 p.m. at the
River Farm, 7931 E. Boulevard Drive.
The event’s theme of “America’s
Garden Legacy: From Sea to Shining
Sea” highlights horticulture’s
contributions to the beauty and
prosperity of our country. Visit
www.ahsgardening.org/gala or
contact AHS Director of Development
and Engagement, Susan Klejst at
703-768-5700, ext. 127 or
sklejst@ahsgardening.org.
Bourbon in the Basement. 7-9:30
p.m. at the Lee-Fendall House
Museum & Gardens, 614 Oronoco St.
Fundraiser to restore the foundation
and commemorate the Lee-Fendall
House’s Prohibition-era history. $50.
Call 202-215-1250.
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra. 8
p.m. at the Rachel M. Schlesinger
Concert Hall and Fisher Art Gallery
NOVA, Alexandria Campus, 4915
East Campus Drive. Michael Rossi,
guest conductor. Visit
www.nvcc.edu/schlesingercenter/.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 26
Film Screening. 7 p.m. at the
Alexandria Black History Museum,
902 Wythe St. Director Matt
Spangler, filmmaker and writer,
discusses his film “Forgotten Warriors
of the Empire.” E-mail
black.history@alexandriava.gov, or
call 703-746-4356.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 27
Jesse Cook Concert. 7:30 p.m. at The
Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Visit www.birchmere.com for more.
Mansion Illuminated by Light Art.
8-9 p.m. at George Washington’s
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. Swiss light artist,
Gerry Hofstetter, has a light show on
the west side of George Washington’s
Mansion. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/lightart for
more.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 28
SUNDAY/SEPT. 24
U.S. Navy Concert Band. 1:30 p.m.
in The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Chamber music recital series will
feature traditional and contemporary
music. Visit www.nvfaa.org or call
703-548-0035.
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra. 3
p.m. at George Washington Masonic
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive.
Michael Rossi, guest conductor. Visit
www.alexsym.org or call 703-5480885.
Masonic Concert. 7 p.m. at the
George Washington Masonic
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive. Peter
Mayer plus Jerry Bresee are in
concert. $15/18. Visit
www.focusmusic.org for more.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

“Twisted Masterpieces.” 6-9pm at
Port City Brewing Company, 3950
Wheeler Ave. Del Ray Artisans host
silent auction of 2D and 3D artwork
and live auction of furniture. $25.
Visit DelRayArtisans.org/event/
twisted-masterpieces for more.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 29
Georgetown Saxatones. 7 p.m. in
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Proceeds
to benefit the Saxatones’ preferred
charity the John McNicholas
Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation.
$15/$10 members. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.
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People

Luanne and Tori Griffin

First Baptist of Alexandria Congregation members.

Delivering Meals and Friendship
enior Services of Alexandria’s volunteers have been busy this
summer delivering Meals on Wheels and groceries, and visiting
seniors as part of its Friendly Visitor Program.

S

Roger Sullivan

Art Sauer and BrittMarie Stejskal

Friendly Visitor Pair:
Ellie Wagoner with Mary
Frances Lewis.
Meals on Wheels
America – Jeff
Fritz and sons

Immanuel
Church on the
Hill Congregation members

Groceries to Go volunteers: Maria Sanchez-Carlo,
Melinda Hollander, Quineice Sheppard, Elizabeth Gelfer,
and Suzan Cummins.
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News

Cold Case Revisited
From Page 1
dows. They described him as a
heavyset black man. After the
shooting, he climbed back into the
passenger side of the car and
someone else drove him away.
As the investigation started, the
police started looking into King’s
personal and professional life for
some connection or motive behind
the murder. King was 27 years old,
a sergeant in the Army stationed
at Fort Belvoir. But according to
Cutting, that was about as far as
the investigation got. King seemed
quiet, keeping mostly to himself,
and there was no evidence of
drugs or gambling in his personal
life. The murder most likely hadn’t
been intended as a robbery; nothing was stolen from his body. The
police looked at other robberies
and crimes around that same time
and found nothing.
Despite having a car and a description of the suspect, the case
began to go cold very quickly. The
police put out flyers with a picture
of King and information about the
crime. The Alexandria Police, the
family, Crime Solvers, and the
Army all put money as a reward
for evidence that helps solve the
case. Still nothing.
Cutting says there are some cold
cases where police have a chief
suspect, but there’s not enough
evidence to pin the person to the
crime. King’s murder, Cutting says,
wasn’t one of those.
“What jumps out at me was King
was a soldier and a pretty quiet
guy,” said Cutting. “This wasn’t a
run-of-the-mill shooting or anything King had done wrong. He
was gunned down, and there was
not a freaking clue.”
What gives Cutting some hope
for the case is the detail that the
shooter climbed into the passenger side of the car.
“So there was a driver involved,”
said Cutting. “Someone knows.
Whether it’s the driver or someone [the shooter] eventually
talked to about it, someone out
there knows.”
But while the case has gone cold,
it’s still very much a part of the
lives of King’s family. Kyannah
King was 3 years old when her father was murdered. Everything
she knows about him came secondhand from other family members.
“From what I was told, he was a
very outgoing person,” said
Kyannah King. “He played the
drums and piano. He rode a motorcycle. He was very athletic. But
that’s all I know about him.”
Kyannah King said the murder
wasn’t something that was openly
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

discussed in her family until one
day she and her sister asked her
mother what had happened.
Kyannah King said she her mother
and grandmother were haunted
with questions; wondering
whether his killers had been
friends, people he knew, or if he
was just in the wrong place at the
wrong time.
The way the scene had been
described to Kyannah King, her
father had been found by a small
pile of cigarettes and a McDonalds
bag. Only after his death did her
mother find out that Curtis King
smoked.
“It was very hard,” said Kyannah
King. “I am very independent and
a stronger person due to this situation. My mom was the only one
that raised me, it was just me and
my sister. My sister was scared, she
was little and didn’t know what
happened.”
Kyannah King said it was her
grandmother, Curtis King’s mother,
that for years had kept the search
alive. When Kyannah King grew
up, it felt like this responsibility
was being passed down to them.
“I want to know,” said Kyannah
King, “just for all of us to get closure. My grandmother is about to
be 84. I want to find out some information for her too. She put it
in our hands. It’s very hard growing up without a father. I can’t say
that it was easy or it’s OK. Don’t
have my father to walk me down
the aisle.”
Like Cutting, Kyannah King’s
hope for this case rests in the
knowledge that somewhere out
there knows more about what happened to her father.
“My God-sister told me that the
area we were living in was a very
tight community type area,” said
Kyannah King. “It was a place
where people come together, sit
outside, and chit chat. It was an
open and public area. She felt that
if we did continue the search,
someone that lived in that area
could probably help in some kind
of way.”
Now, 23 years after the murder,
Kyannah King said her main motive is closure for her grandmother.
For Kyannah King, it’s still an emotional topic, but it’s one she’s
mostly come to terms with.
“It wouldn’t upset me,” said
Kyannah King. “I did what I
needed to do. It wouldn’t affect
me. I would have questions. Anybody would have questions about
why someone took someone else’s
life. He had a family. Why did this
happen?”
Anyone with any information
can call Detective Ryan Clinch at
703-746-6673.
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Photo by Hal Hardaway

The Woodrow Wilson Bridge span is raised the morning of Sept. 4 to
allow the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Eagle to pass en route to the Alexandria Waterfront. The tall ship will leave during the early morning hours
of Sept. 8 to conclude its 2017 summer deployment.

Photo by Hal Hardaway

Crowds gather along the waterfront at Point Lumley Park Sept. 4 to view
the USCG Cutter Eagle.

USCG Cutter Eagle Moors in Old Town
From Page 1
in the Blohm and Voss shipyard in Hamburg in 1936. That yard’s next hull — #
509 — was Bismark.”
Alexandria is Eagle’s final stop in its summer deployment, which has spanned five
months and included 14 ports, including
multiple ports along the Eastern Seaboard,
Canada and Bermuda.
Also known as the Coast Guard Barque
Eagle, the ship left Baltimore April 26 bound
for New London to commence the 2017
cadet summer training program. Eagle and
her crew, including Capt. Matthew
Meilstrup as commanding officer, have been
at the Coast Guard Yard facility in Baltimore
as part of a Service Life Extension Project
that will keep the ship away from its home
port of New London for several years.
The ship was built in 1936 in Germany
and commissioned as Horst Wessel, one of
three sail training ships operated by the preWorld War II German navy. At the close of
World War II, Horst Wessel was taken as a
war reparation by the United States, recommissioned as the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter
Eagle and sailed to New London. The vessel is used for at-sea leadership and professional development training for future officers of the U.S. Coast Guard.
Eagle is scheduled to depart Point Lumley

Photo by Hal Hardaway

Photo by Steve Mutty

Alexandria Seaport Foundation volunteers Rob Dutton
and Kevin Holland examine the rigging on tall ship
Eagle.

Mayor Allison Silberberg applauds as Union Street
Public House owner Jan Test, left, is presented with a
Coast Guard flag and navigational chart Sept. 4 by a
crew member of the USCG Cutter Eagle. The restaurant held a reception for the crew the evening of their
arrival in Alexandria.

at approximately 4:30 a.m.
Sept. 8. The Woodrow Wilson Bridge span will be
raised at that time to allow
Eagle to sail through as it
makes its return to Baltimore.
For more information,
visit www.cga.edu/eagle.

Photo by Hal Hardaway

The American flag flies from the stern of the USCGC Eagle
Sept. 5 while docked during the tall ship’s visit to Alexandria.
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A wagging welcome to the USCG Eagle.
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Schools

Classiﬁed

Email
announcements
to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon. Photos are
welcome.

andria, received a B.S.C. from Washington and Lee University (Lexington,Va.).
Habliston majored in business administration.

Tyler Kelly, of Alexandria, graduated from Springfield College
(Springfield, Mass.) with a Bachelor’s of
Science in movement and sport studies
for the spring 2017.

James
Madison
University
(Harrisonburg, Va.) announced that
these students from Alexandria were
named to the president’s list for the
spring 2017 semester:
John Brown, who is majoring in
political science, is scheduled to graduate in 2019.
Anna Balfour, who is majoring in
interdisciplinary liberal studies, is
scheduled to graduate in 2017.
Elizabeth Addington, who is majoring in art history, is scheduled to
graduate in 2017.
Oumaima Azzat, who is majoring
in architectural design, is scheduled to
graduate in 2018.
Maria Jones, who is majoring in
accounting, is scheduled to graduate in
2017.

Matthew Killeen, of Alexandria,
graduated from Georgia State University
(Atlanta, Ga.) with a master’s degree on
May 8, 2017.
Catherine Lee Fonvielle, of Alexandria, received a B.S.C. cum laude
from Washington and Lee University
(Lexington,Va.). Fonvielle majored in
business administration and art history.
Margaret Blair Dewing, of Alexandria, received a B.A. from Washington
and Lee University (Lexington,Va.).
Dewing majored in biology.

these students from Springfield were
named to the president’s list for the
spring 2017 semester:
Sylvia Landis, who is majoring in
writing, rhetoric and technical communication, is scheduled to graduate in
2018.
Arianna Zoretich, who is majoring
in nursing, is scheduled to graduate in
2018.
Elizabeth Collins, who is majoring
in interdisciplinary liberal studies, is
scheduled to graduate in 2017.
MacKenzie Frakes, who is majoring in interdisciplinary liberal studies, is
scheduled to graduate in 2017.
Molly Steadman, who is majoring
in history, is scheduled to graduate in
2018.
Matthew Morrissey, who is majoring in biology, is scheduled to graduate
in 2017.

John Bennet Habliston, of Alex-

James
Madison
University
(Harrisonburg, Va.) announced that

Sarah E. Brennan, of Alexandria,
earned a Master of Science in water resources policy and management from
Oregon State University (Corvallis,
Ore.).
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ABC LICENSE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING is hereby given that Alexandria
Renew Enterprises (AlexRenew) will hold a PUBLIC HEARING on its
PRELIMINARY BUDGET for the FISCAL YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30,
2018 on Tuesday, September 19th, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. The meeting will
be held at AlexRenew’s Environmental Center Building located at 1800
Limerick Street, Alexandria, VA. The preliminary budget is available for
examination by the public online at www.alexrenew.com and during regular
business hours at the above address. Copies will be made available upon
YLX\LZ[¶WOVUL ɫL_[1\S`[OHUK:LW[LTILY[O
Alexandria Renew Enterprises
BY: William Dickinson
Secretary – Treasurer

K CONSULTING LLC trading as ALTURA
WINE & GOURMET, 108 N PATRICK ST,
ALEXANDRIA, ALEXANDRIA CITY, VIRGINIA 22314-3070 . The above establishment
is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL
(ABC) for a WINE & BEER OFF PREMISES
license to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages. NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license must be submitted
to ABC no later than 30 days from the
W\ISPZOPUNKH[LVM[OLÄYZ[VM[^VYLX\PYLK
UL^ZWHWLYSLNHSUV[PJLZ6IQLJ[PVUZ
ZOV\SKILYLNPZ[LYLKH[^^^HIJ]PYNPUPH
gov or 800-552-3200.

Obituary

Obituary

Legals
ABC LICENSE

BGEN William Leonard McCulloch USMC (Ret)
U.S. Naval Academy Class of 1945
Brigadier General William L. McCulloch, USMC (Ret.), passed away peacefully on 26 May 2017
at Sunrise of Alexandria. He served his country for 34 years and was in combat in World War II, the
Korean War and in Vietnam.
Born in Providence, RI, on 11 March 1921 to William F. and Elsie W. McCulloch, “Bill” was awarded
an appointment to the U.S. Naval Academy in 1941.
Graduating in 1944, he served as an infantry platoon commander of Company B, 1st Battalion, 1st
Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division during the Battle of Okinawa. His other combat tours were as
HYPÅLJVTWHU`JVTTHUKLY/V^YK)H[[HSPVU[O4HYPULZPU[OL2VYLHU>HYHUKHZ[OLHZZPZ[HU[
JOPLMVMZ[HɈ.VM[OLZ[4HYPUL+P]PZPVUK\YPUN[OL=PL[UHT>HY
His peacetime tours included assignments in Tientsin, China; Dallas, TX; Fort Slocum, NY; Holly
wood, CA; Camp Pendleton, CA; Quantico, VA; Washington, DC; Okinawa, Japan; New York, NY; Na
ples, Italy, and San Diego, CA. Beside instructing at numerous military schools, he earned a master’s
degree in international relations and government from The Georgetown University in Washington, DC.
He retired in 1975 as the commanding general of the 1st Marine Division at Camp Pendleton, CA.
<WVUYL[PYLTLU[OLILJHTL[OL:WLJPHS(ZZPZ[HU[MVY0U[LYUH[PVUHS(ɈHPYZMVYH<:*VUNYLZZ
man from Colorado. For 12 years, he was the president/CEO of the American Orthotic & Prosthetic
Association, three medical associations before starting his own company, Association Consulting &
4HUHNLTLU[:LY]PJLZ/LZLY]LKVU[OLIVHYKZVMZL]LYHSJVYWVYH[PVUZHUKUVUWYVÄ[VYNHUPaH[PVUZ
PUJS\KPUN[OL(YT`5H]`*S\I^OLYLOL^HZHIVHYKTLTILYHUKSH[LY7YLZPKLU[ILPUNH^HYKLK
their Golden Eagle Distinguished Service Award.
His personal military awards include the Legion of Merit with Combat V, a second Legion of Merit, a
)YVUaL:[HY^P[O*VTIH[=[OL*VTIH[(J[PVU9PIIVUHUK[OL9LW\ISPJVM=PL[UHT(YTLK-VYJLZ
Honor Medal, 1st Class.
He was married for 64 years to his beloved wife, the former Dolores Collier of Yankton, SD. He
PZHSZVZ\Y]P]LKI`[^VZVUZHUKKH\NO[LYZPUSH^>PSSPHT-4J*\SSVJO00:HUK`HUK)Y\JL*
McCulloch (Jenny); and six grandchildren William, Brian, Ashley, Connor, Will and Declan. He was
predeceased by his brother Robert Fraser McCulloch (survived by his wife Marianne and nephew
Robert and niece Margaret (and husband Paul)) and grandson Brendan.
A memorial service will be held at the Fort Myers Old Post Chapel, at 0900 Friday, September 15,
2017 followed by burial with full military honors at Arlington National Cemetery. A reception will follow
H[[OL(YT`5H]`*V\U[Y`*S\I
*VU[YPI\[PVUZPUSPL\VMÅV^LYZJHUILTHKL[V[OL4HYPUL*VYWZ/LYP[HNL-V\UKH[PVUO[[WZ!THYPUL
OLYP[HNLZLJ\YLKVUVYJVT
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MUMBAI DARBAR INC trading as MUMBAI
DARBAR INDIAN CUISINE, 512A SOUTH
VAN DORN ST, ALEXANDRIA VIRGINIA
22304-4612. The above establishment is
applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL
(ABC) for a WINE AND BEER ON PREMISES license to sell or manufacture alcoholic
beverages. Hipendra P. Ghimire - OWNER.
NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this
license must be submitted to ABC no later
than 30 days from the publishing date of
[OLÄYZ[VM[^VYLX\PYLKUL^ZWHWLYSLNHS
notices. Objections should be registered at
^^^HIJ]PYNPUPHNV]VY
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To Advertise in This Paper, Call by Monday 11:00 am 703-778-9411
Employment

Employment

Epidemiologist

Help Wanted

Manage study protocol, direct conduct, provide
analysis. Review progress/results. Report to
oversight bodies. Share info to members and public.
Req’d: B. Sci in Cell and Molecular Bio; Mstr of Sci
in Epidemiology. 2 yrs exp. Resumes to: Chris Kim,
ASCO, 2318 Mill Rd., Ste 800, Alexandria, VA 22314.

Seeking part time computer
skilled personal assistant. Person
with academic background preferred. No housework. Reply to
rayhfredette@aol.com.

Employment

Obituary

Preschool / Before
& After School Staff
Experienced Full-Time
Preschool Teachers.
Full and PT Teacher Assists
Also Needed.
Before School 7-9am /After
School 3-6pm at Alexandria Center.
Positions available immediately.
Must be Creative, Reliable, Flexible &
Strong Communicator. Competitive
Pay, 401K, Paid Fed Holidays, Med/
+LU[HS)LULÄ[Z ,HYULK3LH]L
Mt. Vernon (703) 765-8811
Springﬁeld (703) 256-9400
Annandale (703) 256-4711
Fairfax (703) 698-8050
,THPSYLZ\TL[V!
r.addo@achildsplaceinc.com
-H_9LZ\TL,6,

Mollie Ann Crockett, 89,
died 26th of August 2017 after a battling
throat cancer for several months.
Ms. Crockett was born in Cleveland on the
28th of October 1927 daughter to the late
Edward and Anna (Dvorak) Schmeller and
sister to the late June Blair.
www.demainefuneralhomes.com

Computers

Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING,
MEN’S WATCHES,
JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY,
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.
Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net
Legals

An expert is someone who knows some
of the worst mistakes that can be
made in his subject and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg

Legals

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
INTotal Health, LLC (“INTotal”), a Virginia health maintenance organization, and
UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company (“United”) have entered into an Asset Purchase Agreement (“Agreement”). Under the Agreement, INTotal will sell to United
VYHUHɉSPH[LVM<UP[LKP[Z4LKPJHPKI\ZPULZZ^OPJOJVUZPZ[ZVMH4LKHSSPVU
4HUHNLK*HYLJVU[YHJ[HUKH-HTPS`(JJLZZ[V4LKPJHS0UZ\YHUJL:LJ\YP[`
7YVNYHTJVU[YHJ[^P[O[OL=PYNPUPH+LWHY[TLU[VM4LKPJHS(ZZPZ[HUJL:LY]PJLZ
HUKV[OLYYLSH[LKHZZL[Z05;V[HSHUK<UP[LKKLZPYL[VJSVZL[OL[YHUZHJ[PVUI`
6J[VILY7\YZ\HU[[V=H*VKLHW\ISPJTLL[PUNYLNHYKPUN
[OLWYVWVZLK[YHUZHJ[PVU^PSSILOLSKVU:LW[LTILYMYVTHT[V 
HT,:;H[ -HPY]PL^7HYR+YP]L:\P[L -HSSZ*O\YJO=PYNPUPH
9LWYLZLU[H[P]LZVM05;V[HSHUK<UP[LK^PSSTHRLWYLZLU[H[PVUZ"[OLUJP[PaLUZTH`
HZRX\LZ[PVUZHUKTHRLZ[H[LTLU[Z*VTTLU[Z^PSSILWYV]PKLK[V[OL=PYNPUPH
([[VYUL`.LULYHS»Z6ɉJLMVYP[ZYL]PL^VM[OLWYVWVZLK[YHUZHJ[PVU
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Nothing To Do
With Cancer,
Almost

Business Directory
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ELECTRICAL

How lucky am I? In the last two days, I have been
the extremely lucky, though presumably random,
recipient, of not one but two unsolicited phone calls
offering me FREE accommodations at any number of
Marriott and Hilton hotels, fairly reputable brands, I’d
say. All I have to do is transport my wife, Dina, and
myself to the agreed-upon hotel during the designated window of opportunity and voila, a semi-unencumbered vacation for two awaits. And believe me,
the offer couldn’t have come at a better time. Let’s
be honest, what more than a cure does a “terminal”
cancer patient need than a reasonably priced, stressfree get away from his every day? Need I even characterize that previous question as rhetorical?
Now since I hung up rather quickly, I don’t have all
the details, other than their phone numbers of
course. Because, as you might imagine, I still have a
few questions I’d like answered — you know, to optimize the benefits/coordinate the timing of our vacation. But the ‘unsolicited’ nature of the call didn’t
enable me to organize my thoughts and ask all the
appropriate questions. Nevertheless, the opportunity
seems worthy of a follow-up phone call.
Ideally, what I’d like to do is bracket my vacation/air fare and the miscellaneous travel expenses
I’m undoubtedly going to incur around the respective
properties’ availability. Meaning, I’d like to fly once
and stay twice; staying in their respective properties
in the same city/location switching out of Marriott
after my first free weekend stay and then booking
into the Hilton for my next free weekend stay (and
I’d be willing to pay for my mid-week excursion during the transition). In effect, making the trip a twofor-one as opposed to a not-going-at-all. And in so
arranging, using as much of corporate America’s largess and marketing budget as is cleverly possible for a
non-corporate America employee to exploit.
Not having pursued this possible presumption quite
yet because I’ve just had chemotherapy on Friday
and I’m not really in the mood to tangle with a fasttalking, smooth operator, who though he/she may
have my best travel plans at heart, may not exactly be
feeling my strain. So I’m going to wait a few days
until I regain my bearings — and patience, and tolerance and call them back unsolicited at a time convenient for me but possibly not so for them and see if
we can make a deal.
Because, to tell you the truth, if I could coordinate
two hotel reservations — along with all the amenities
with which I’m likely to be showered for accepting
these extraordinarily generous offers, combined with
some free air miles I’ve accumulated with United
Airlines/their travel partners, this indeed could be the
trip that my oncologist encouraged us to take when
he first delivered the life-changing/life-ending prognosis: “13 months to two years” back in late February
2009. Further adding that, before starting chemotherapy, was as good as I would likely feel for a long time.
And as I have come to learn, the quality of my life is
very important to my oncologist.
At that time however, I didn’t feel the need and/or
wasn’t motivated to follow my oncologist’s suggestion; I wanted to get started on my treatment. Now,
eight and half years later, perhaps the timing is better,
especially given that it presents itself at the beginning
of a new Redskins football season. And if I may quote
the late, great, former, head coach of the “Over the
hill gang,” George Allen: “The future is now.” So let
me sift through the offers this week and see if can
indeed take the “trip we’ve always dreamed of.” I
know it’s often said that you can’t go back. Maybe
we can still go forward.
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LANDSCAPING

Good is not
good, where
better is
expected.
-Thomas Fuller

GUTTER

GUTTER

IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.
•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks
•Stone •Brick
Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603
www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

An expert is someone
who knows some of the worst mistakes that can be made in his subject
and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg
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Fatal Delay?
From Page 1
At their first Planning Commission meeting of the fall, members brought up the
Adkins project and asked for an update from
staff.
“The Adkins project hasn’t moved along
and hit its timelines in the way we all anticipated,” said Commissioner Melissa
McMahon. “I don’t expect a presentation
tonight from staff, not on the docket, but I
wanted to mention that it’s a surprise and
a concern to me.”
Nearly every member of the commission
spoke up on the topic, expressing concerns
to the city staff.
“I was startled and dismayed when I
heard about this,” said Commissioner
Stephen Koenig. “I think this project occupies a very important part of what the city
has planned. I think the more salient issue,
and the more time critical for discussions
with the public public, is the fact that …
[the project] is now missing 2018 tax cycle.
It is now effectively being delayed a year.”
With discussions at a national level of a
federal budget that pulls back on funding
for public housing projects, members of the
commission expressed concerns that a delay of one year could mean that the project
is not funded at all.
“Given current administration and trends
we’ve seen lately, there is every possibility
there will not be a tax credit in 2019,” said
Planning Commissioner Chair Mary Lyman.
“There is a possibility this is really missing
the boat. That seems to be where we are at
the moment.”
According to Karl Moritz, director of Planning and Zoning for the City of Alexandria,
in August both ARHA and the private development partner, Clark Realty (CRC) told
the city they would not be able to meet the
tax credit deadline in March 2018. According to Moritz, arguments with the city over
the fundamental questions about how much
housing there should be at the site delayed
progress in other issues like site design,
meaning the concept that should have been
submitted to city staff for review this summer for approval early next year is still
months away from completion.
“The city staff has at all points said if there
is a way to conceivably get to the 2018
deadline, we would do what is possible,”
said Moritz. “This was not staff’s decision
or encouragement on the timeline. It was
reported by the development team.”
According to Lyman, even members of the
city governance are unclear about the status of the redevelopment project.
“There are some … how shall I characterize it, different parties have seen what
was supposed to happen in different ways,”
said Lyman. “Part of that was in confidential discussions between ARHA and the developer. That issue is getting worked out
but that has not happened yet. It is unfortunate.”
McMahon said she hopes that, while it
isn’t on the docket, there will be more discussion of the Adkins project at the Planning Commission’s public hearing in the
Oswald Durant center on Sept. 7.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Special VIP Offer
for your Toyota

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA
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