
Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  September 28 - October 4, 2017  ❖  1www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Address Service Requested

To: 1604 King St.,

Alexandria, VA 22314

Attention

Postmaster:

Time-sensitive

material.

PRSRT STD

U.S. Postage

PAID

Alexandria, VA

Permit #482

25 Cents

Gazette Packet
Serving Alexandria for over 200 years • A Connection Newspaper

Alexandria

September 28, 2017

Fall Fun
Page 23~28

See Foliage,  Page 29

See Fees,  Page 32

See How, Page 30

By Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet

V
iolence has become a fact
of life in North Old Town.
For the last three years, the

area west of the Braddock Metro
station has seen at least one mur-
der. Last year there were three. Es-
tablished after a series of revenge
killings shocked the neighborhood
in 2016, the North End Quality of
Life Work Group is nearing the end
of a year-long process to develop
a plan to help pull the local com-
munity out of violence.

Many in the surrounding com-
munities say the draft plan ignores
some of the biggest factors lead-
ing to local violence.

The Work Group had three main
objectives: to develop a work plan
to address quality of life issues in
North Old Town neighborhoods,
examine the causes of violence in
these neighborhoods and potential
solutions, and to identify public
and private resources that can be
utilized to improve resident life.

Much of the draft plan involves

By Dan Brendel
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S
taff decisions embedded
in capital projects — and
translating potentially to
tens of millions of dollars

of public expense — require more
scrutiny, say some city advisors.

City Council charged the Ad Hoc
Joint City-Schools Facility Invest-
ment Task Force to streamline city
and public schools capital projects
to close a $106 million funding
gap. The Task Force also aims to
recommend improvements to the
capital planning process generally.

“I think all the decisions are be-
ing made without the benefit of
council really weighing the pros
and cons across the city. And
they’re not really given an option”
to weigh alternatives, said Task
Force member Dwight Dunton at
the group’s most recent meeting
last Thursday, Sept. 21. He thinks
“one of the things that has gotten
us to this point is that [governmen-
tal departments are] working re-
ally hard in their silos” to come up
with the “perfect solution,” rather
than a likely less expensive “good-

By Jeanne Theismann
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A
s Indian Summer lingers in the region, Oc-
tober is just around the corner and along
with it the sweater weather that will usher

in a canvas of colorful leaves to blanket the city.
From foliage to festivals, Alexandria plays host to
numerous events designed for everything from fit-
ness to fun to fundraising.

The traditional kick-off to the city’s fall season
is the Del Ray signature event Art On the Avenue,
now in its 22nd year and set for Oct. 7.

“This is just amazing,” said Art On the Avenue
founder Pat Miller. “I never anticipated that this
would become such a signature event for the city.
But this is truly a home-grown event, put together
by volunteers and run by volunteers. Everyone en

Residents say barriers to
recreational activities contribute
to North Old Town violence.

Under the Surface

Budget task force wants
greater clarity and oversight
of staff decisions.

More Scrutiny

Photo by Wayne Hulehan

The 42nd Del Ray Turkey Trot 5-miler will take place Nov. 23.

Photo contributed

Immanuel-Church-On-the-Hill’s pumpkin patch is scheduled to open Oct. 1 and run
through the end of October.

Art On the Avenue kicks off fall season.

Foliage, Festivals and Fun
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T
hings have been quiet
at the GenOn power
plant. In the five years
since the power plant

closed, the building has sat empty
and untouched on Alexandria’s
waterfront. There’s movement be-
hind closed doors, though, as the
city prepares to start negotiations
over the site’s future by the end of
the year.

There’s a vision for the site that
involves transforming the concrete
structure into an open park and
office high rises. The Old Town
North Small Area Plan outlines the
city’s goals to transform the two
to four acres of space at the east
end of the site into open water-
front space. The rest of the 20-acre
site has been identified as poten-
tial for new office spaces. But the
plan also calls for innovation in the
approach to the GenOn plant’s re-
development, using academic in-
stitutions, business incubators,
culinary institutes and museums
as examples of other uses that can
help transform the space into more
than just another office park.

But that vision for GenOn is still
far from reality. Like Landmark
Mall, the GenOn site is divided
between two property owners.
GenOn holds an 88-year lease on
the site from the Potomac Electric
Power Company (Pepco), which
owns the land. GenOn, a subunit
of NRG Energy Inc, filed for bank-
ruptcy in June. Jeffrey Farner,
deputy director of Planning and
Zoning, said the company is an-
ticipated to come out of bank-
ruptcy by the end of the year.

“Once they do that, they will
continue to proceed on resolving
the ownership issues and acquir-
ing a development partner for the
site,” said Farner. “NRG would ac-
quire the site from an ownership
perspective. They would essen-
tially go through a process to bring
on a developer to redevelop the
site.”

The smaller portion of the site
to the west of the main power
plant is a closed substation owned

by Pepco. Farner said Pepco and
Dominion Power are planning on
filing an application with the state
for re-utilization of the site. After
the application is filed, Farner said
the city will be working with Pepco
and the community to determine
the future of the substation. Farner
said that any redevelopment of the
site would require city approvals,
so there will be opportunities for
the community to be engaged with
the project.

The Small Area Plan also notes
that the site will require extensive
demolition and remediation.

“That’s a fairly common pro-
cess,” said Farner. “Being a power
plant, it will be a process that will
probably be more involved.”

See Optimism,  Page 31

Optimism and caution at annual Visit Alexandria meeting.Staying Strong

GenOff Future of the GenOn Power Plant five years after closure.

Concept rendering for redeveloped GenOn Power Plant property

Plans for the redevelopment of the GenOn Power Plant

Photos contributed

By Vernon Miles
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I
t’s been a pretty good year for tourism
in Alexandria. A 2016 Economic Impact
study by the Virginia Tourism Corpo-

ration showed that visitor spending in Al-
exandria has reached a record high of $790
million, contributing $26.6 million in tax

receipts. So the mood at Visit Alexandria’s
annual meeting on Sept. 25 in the Patent
and Trademark Office was one of celebra-
tion and optimism, though twinged with a
note of caution about threats facing the city.

Visit Alexandria, a 501c organization,
works to promote tourism in the city. This
involves advertising, research, social media
outreach, and other ways of building a

brand for Alexandria. The organization is
funded primarily through a city allocation
of $3.2 million, though $397,219 is raised
through earned income. Of the
organization’s expenses, 89 percent ($3.2
million) is spent on marketing and pro-
grams while 11 percent ($373,951) is spent
on general expenses and administration.

But the specter of the recently killed busi-

ness improvement district (BID) haunted
the meeting, with notable tension between
City Council members and business lead-
ers who had supported the BID. Patricia
Washington, president and CEO of Visit Al-
exandria, said that the city is going to have
to find a way to deal with looming compe
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See Neighbors,  Page 32

By Dan Brendel
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A
 local church’s slated affordable
housing project faces design op-
position from neighbors.

The Episcopal Church of the
Resurrection is leasing a portion of its land
on the West End for a 5-story all-affordable
apartment complex. The congregation be-

lieves part of its social “mission” is to help
meet the city’s mounting need for afford-
able housing.

“It became clear that we should put our
property where our mouth was, where our
prayer was,” said the Rev. Jo Belser,
Resurrection’s pastor, at a Beauregard De-
sign Advisory Committee (BDAC) meeting

Church’s affordable housing plan moves
through community approval process.

Living ‘Peaceably with All’

Photo by Dan Brendel/Gazett Packet

The Rev. Jo Belser of the Episcopal Church of the Resurrection addressed
a Beauregard Design Advisory Committee (BDAC) meeting on Monday
evening at Northern Virginia Community College. The church is in the
latter stages of designing an all-affordable apartment building for con-
struction on its property. BDAC met to evaluate the proposal’s adherence
to the city’s design requirements and to hear public comment.
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T
he campaign for governor is a
bit like a Rorschach test as the
candidates close in on the final
stretch toward Election Day.

Democrat Ralph Northam and Republican
Ed Gillespie are presenting a series of
inkblots to voters about everything from the
health of the economy to the value of Con-
federate statues.

How voters feel about President Donald
Trump and the Affordable Care Act may end
up playing more of a role deciding the fate
of the election than all the carefully crafted
policy proposals and press releases.

“The critiques that one is leveling at the
other that aren’t policy oriented are de-
signed to undermine the opponent’s base
but also energize their own base,” said
Quentin Kidd, professor at Christopher
Newport University. “But while they do have
to play politics and critique each other,
they’ve got to talk about policy, and they’ve
got to talk about the things they would do
to solve problems and make life better for
Virginians.”

Polls show Northam holding a steady but
slight lead since March, the last time
Gillespie was leading in a statewide poll of
voters. One of the most recent polls was
conducted by the University of Mary Wash-
ington earlier this month, which shows
Northam edging out a 5 percent win over
his rival — a lead that’s so slight it was
within the margin of error. Polls have
Northam crushing Gillespie in vote-rich
Northern Virginia. But they also show
Gillespie leading among independent vot-
ers and holding strong in conservative parts
of the state.

“You see a lot of undecided voters, which
means both campaigns have a lot of work
to do between now and November,” said
Stephen Farnsworth, professor at the Uni-
versity of Mary Washington. “When you

take out the portions of the electorate who
will reflexively vote for a Democrat or a
Republican, you are left with people who
are going to be motivated by community-
level issues.”

THE DEBATE in Northern Virginia on
Sept.19 illustrated the fickle nature of Ror-
schach politics in the age of Trump as both
candidates tried to shape the narrative.
Sponsored by the Northern Virginia Cham-
ber of Commerce and moderated by Chuck
Todd of NBC’s “Meet the Press,” the tele-
vised debate was held at Capital One head-
quarters in McLean on Sept. 19. Panelists
included Julie Carey of NBC4, Aaron
Gilchrist of NBC4 and Mark Rozell of
George Mason University.

Several times during the debate, Gillespie
rattled off a series of data points about slug-
gish job growth and stories of people leav-

ing Virginia to move to other states. His
solution to the perceived weakness is a 10
percent reduction in the individual income
tax rate, a proposal that would cost more
than $1 billion over the next five years.

“We have tended to put a lot of focus on
what I call whale hunting — trying to get a
Fortune 100 company to move lock stock
and barrel into Virginia,” said Gillespie af-
ter the debate. “And I’m all for it. We need
to make a run at Amazon, and we’re going
to. But that can’t be the singular focus of
our economic development agenda and vi-
sion.”

Northam criticized Gillespie’s plan as a
tax cut for the wealthy, a proposal that
would blow a billion-dollar size hole in the
budget and crowd out spending for roads
and schools. Instead, he said he would like
to continue on the path of current Gov. Terry
McAuliffe’s “New Virginia Economy,” em-

phasizing lowering the unemployment rate
and a series of corporations that have
moved their headquarters to the common-
wealth. During one point in the debate,
Northam turned to Gillespie and said all his
trash-talking about the Virginia economy
could prevent Amazon from setting up shop

Candidates for governor present inkblots on
issues from health of the economy to the
value of Confederate statues.

Rorschach Politics
Democrat Ralph Northam (right) speaks at the Sept.19 debate.Republican Ed Gillespie speaks at the Sept.19 debate.

Photos courtesy of the Washington Post

At the end of Tuesday’s debate Gillespie and Northam share a hand-
shake. The debate was notable for its civility on all sides.

“You see a lot of
undecided voters,
which means both
campaigns have a lot
of work to do between
now and November.”

— Stephen Farnsworth,
professor at the University of

Mary Washington

in Virginia.
“Right now, Ed, we are having negotia-

tions with Amazon — 50,000 jobs,”
Northam said to Gillespie. “Amazon doesn’t
want to hear from people like you, espe-
cially if you want to be the next governor,
that we are doing poorly in Virginia.”

CONFEDERATE STATUES are creating
an emotional flashpoint in the campaign, a
disagreement between the candidates high-
lighted by the violent clashes that erupted
in Charlottesville after white supremacists
marched across the campus of the Univer-
sity of Virginia chanting Nazi slogans and
holding tiki torches. Gillespie said the stat-
ues should stay in place with some added
context, and he called for adding a statue
of Virginia’s first black governor to the state
Capitol. Northam said local communities

News
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#1 Real Estate Brand Online* | Unmatched Property Exposure on 900+ Websites | 111-Year Legacy

Alexandria 310 King St. | Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.518.8300

*comScore, Jan.-Dec. 2015.. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be 
accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2016 Coldwell Banker 
Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker logo, Coldwell Banker Global 
Luxury International and the Global Luxury logo are registered and unregistered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 10713MA_A6/16

Looking for a career in real estate? Contact us today at 703-518-8300

Belle View 
Belle View 6618 Potomac Avenue # J, Alexandria VA Sun-Drenched 1 bed/1 bath basement condo in popular, 
convenient Belle View. Features built-in bookcase, updated bathroom & kitchen, new dishwasher. Close to 
shopping, bus, metro, GW Parkway, Old Town, MGM National Harbor, DC, Belvoir, Bolling, Pentagon, 495. 
Amenities include swimming pool, storage, bike racks, dog park, tennis & basketball courts, Condo fees 
include water & gas. You pay electric. $199,900  Michelle Zelsman (202) 390-8714 http://bit.ly/2xlSubr

Traumerei Farm
70 Legacy Lane, Fredericksburg VA This custom estate is exceptionally maintained, light-filled casual open 
flrpln w/ gracious Frml Rms & high-end custom finishes. Sited on 36.6 Acres w/ 3 fenced paddocks, a 7 
stall barn w/ heated tack Rm, office & bathroom. Privately set high above rolling pastures w/ riding trails 
to explore, Orchards & Herb Garden. Located halfway between Richmond & DC, it’s a quick drive with EZ 
pass access. $1,545,000 Susan Gray & Alexandra Attiliis (703) 203-9900   http://bit.ly/2whNKUm

Old Town
323 Duke Street, Alexandria VA Historic home updated to day’s 
standards. Perfect location in the heart of all old town has to offer. 
3br 2.5 baths. 3 FP. Lovely brick patio $895,000
 Liz Bucuvalas (703) 626-8400 http://bit.ly/2wqnOWO 

Open House Sunday 2-4pm • Alexandria House
400 Madison Street #707, Alexandria VA Fresh Price!  Fully Renovated, 2B., 2Ba., 
Gleaming Hardwoods, All New Stainless Appliances, Kohler Ba, 2 Garage Spaces, 
Extra Storage, See Us Capitol, 24/7 Concierge, Roof Pool & A New Penthouse 
Lounge, Steps To Metro, Old Town, 2 Lights To DC...The Perfect Vertical Village To 
Call Home. $575,000  Lib Willey (703) 362-7206 Http://Bit.ly/2evB4BR

McLean, VA
1021 Towlston Road, McLean VA Beautifully maintained All brick estate home privately sited 
on 2+ acres. Great outdoor entertaining w/Pool & integrated Spa, deck & screen porch. Two 
story foyer, open kitchen/fam rm, Large master suite, full apartment style guest suite. Freshly 
updated move-in condition. In the heart of McLean located just 6 miles from Tysons Corner &
Silver Line. $1,649,000 Susan Gray & Alexandra Attiliis (703) 203-9900   http://bit.ly/2fgDeC8

Chapel Hill
1300 Bishop Lane, Alexandria VA Sited on over an acre of land, this 
stately brick 5BR + 3BA colonial features a glorious entrance foyer, 
fine moldings, first floor family room, 2 fps, slate roof, tennis court 
plus 9 car garage! $1,725,000
Donnan C. Wintermute (703) 608-6868  http://bit.ly/2q2APPC   

Open House Sunday 1-4pm • Hallowing Point River Estates
5909 River Drive, Mason Neck VA Truly the Best Value in NOVA for a wide-water Potomac River Waterfront 
Luxury Home.  Updated enhancements throughout, Quality construction, Magnificent Views in this 
7600 sf custom home w/ unobstructed pano views, new dock & deepwater boating.  Built w/ superior 
craftsmanship, spacious entertaining, open chef’s kitchen w/adjoining FR, Elevator to 3 lvls, Exceptional 
Mstr Suite & w/o LL w/views! $1,749,000 Susan Gray & Alexandra Attiliis (703) 203-9900  http://bit.ly/2ffPfrv

Open House Sunday 2-4pm • Rosemont
307 West Glendale Avenue, Alexandria VA HOT NEW PRICE! Orig-
inal historical features blend seamlessly with quality updates, while 
the private streamside yard offers a quiet oasis just minutes from 
metro. $1,495,000
The York Group (703) 409-3377  http://bit.ly/2oYea9x

Open House Sunday 1-4pm • Mt Vernon Forest 
9117 Volunteer Drive, Alexandria VA Beautiful 5 BR/3BA open floor plan home sited on 3/4 
of a wooded, fenced acre. Large eat-in kitchen featuring granite counters, wood cabinets, 
and copper exhaust hood. Hardwoods, build-in bookcases, blinds, carpet and bamboo 
throughout. Newer roof windows and refrigerator. Flat screen TV, extra fridge, extra freezer 
and nanny cam convey. $610,000 Jane King (703) 498-1034  http://bit.ly/2y9miF7

Open House Sunday 2-4pm • Mount Vernon Valley
4407 Wyres Street, Alexandria VA Updated 3Br, One Level Rambler with 
Carport on Huge Lot. Updates Include New Kitchen Appliances, Cabinets, 
Ceramic Tile Floor and Counter Tops; Carpet; Doors; Bath and Painting. 
Vacate and Ready for The Buyer Who Wants a Detached Home at a Great 
Price. $343,000 Edward Pagett (571) 237-4753  http://bit.ly/2yc7d5B

Groveton Heights
3220 Memorial St, Alexandria VA PRICE REDUCED! Trade in your 
container gardening for a backyard vineyard because you won’t 
need to remodel this charming updated cape cod! 3 Beds, 1.5 
baths, wood burning fireplace, detached garage. Move-in ready! 
$449,000 Michelle Zelsman (703) 626-8400 http://bit.ly/2gpFEyw

New on Market! Open House Sunday 2-4pm • The Riverton
504 Bashford Ln # 3103, Alexandria VA North Old Town, move in 
ready, close to GW Pkwy & bike path, rarely available open kitchen 
& island, granite, SS appliances, hardwoods, new upscale bath, 
washer dryer, pot rack & professionally installed flat screen.
The York Group (703) 409-3377  http://bit.ly/2xIZ9MJ  
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T
he Alexandria West Rotary Club
held its first annual Crabs-N-Suds
fundraiser at Hensley Park with

proceeds from the Sept. 16 event benefit-
ting social service programs in the city’s
West End.

More than 30 local businesses served as
sponsors of the event, which featured a dis-
play of state-of-the-art firefighting equip-
ment and vehicles by the Alexandria Fire
Department as well as the Friendship
Firehouse Museum’s antique steam engine.

The organization partnered with Captain
Dan’s Crabhouse, Portner Brewhouse, Pork

Barrel BBQ and the Sugar Shack in provid-
ing a meal of steamed Maryland Blue Crabs,
craft beer, corn on the cob, BBQ and sides
and baked goods.

Event sponsors included the YMCA of Al-
exandria, the Red Cross and INOVA Alex-
andria with entertainment provided by
Universal DJs.

Funds raised from the event will support
community efforts and investment and will
be distributed by the Alexandria West Ro-
tary Club, which focuses on helping youth
in the area.

Proceeds will also benefit the Alexandria
Fire Department and the YMCA.

For more information on the Alexandria
West Rotary Club, visit www.awrotary.org.

An antique steam engine that once served the Alexandria Fire De-
partment was on display Sept. 16 during the Alexandria West Rotary
Club’s Crabs-N-Suds fundraiser at Hensley Park.

The Alexandria West Rotary Club held its inaugural Crabs-N-Suds
fundraiser Sept. 16 at Hensley Park to benefit social service programs in
the city’s West End.

Claws for a Cause
AWRC holds inaugural crab fest.
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“D
ire and urgent.” Those are the
words used by U.S. Sen. Mark
Warner to describe the need
to turn back the most recent

attempt to repeal and replace the Affordable
Care Act.

In addition to repealing and replacing the
Affordable Care Act with a plan that would
result in chaos, the Graham-Cassidy bill
also repeals Medicaid as we know it,
Virginia’s senators said in a call with
reporters last week.

“Why are they going after Medicaid?” asked
U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine. Per capita caps on Medic-
aid have “nothing to do with the Affordable
Care Act.”

The proposed cuts include $243 billion less
between 2020 and 2026 for the ACA’s expan-

sion of Medicaid, and cuts to the rest of Med-
icaid of $175 billion during the same period,
according to the Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities analysis. The cuts would grow dra-
matically in 2027, with nearly $300 billion
more in cuts that year alone.

“Why go after Medicaid? Why?” Kaine asked
again. Kaine is pretty sure he knows the an-

swer: To generate money for billions
in tax cuts for the wealthy.

“Senators who support this [repeal],
who think that the Federal government

should not be paying for health care for the
poor, for the aged, for the disabled, are plan-
ning to give this money to the wealthiest
Americans in tax cuts.

“We must resist that at all costs.”
While the Graham-Cassidy bill appears to

lack the votes to pass right now, and many
people predict that the Senate will move on
from trying to repeal and replace the afford-
able care act, vigilance is still required.

These ongoing efforts to repeal the Afford-
able Care Act also threaten the quality of cov-
erage for everyone by shredding protection on
pre-existing conditions, by stripping funding
for addiction and mental health treatment in
the midst of a nationwide opioid epidemic, by
allowing lifetime caps on coverage that would
leave the most seriously ill patients without
coverage, by undermining what constitutes
“essential benefits,” the very definition of what
one expects to be covered by insurance.

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Does current repeal effort set the stage
for billions in tax cuts for the wealthiest?Dire and Urgent

Editorial

By Tommy Park

Alexandria Soccer Association

A
 recent study by the Sports & Fit
ness Industry Association and The
Aspen Institute found that kids from
households which make $25,000 or

less participate in youth sports half as much
(just 19 percent) as kids from households
which earn $100,000 or more. Additionally,
participation in youth sports is down overall
and those that are involved are experiencing
more and more “professionalized” experiences
with expensive and demanding training sched-
ules.

At Alexandria Soccer Association (ASA)
we’re developing a model that provides an al-
ternative to the growing inaccessibility of youth
soccer and we’d love to see other organizations
do the same. We started with a simple mission
— offer the highest quality soccer program-
ming experience at every level to any kid that
wanted to play.

Since founding our scholarship fund in 2011,
we’ve provided over $500,000 of support to
more than 5,000 scholarship registrants. In the

past six years we’ve seen a 177 percent increase
in overall participation from 1,800 kids annu-
ally before the creation of the scholarship pro-
gram to nearly 5,000 annual participants in
2017. Individuals and small businesses in the
greater Alexandria community have contributed
generously to sustain the scholarship fund which
now supports over 25 percent of our partici-
pants. In addition, the ASA board of directors
recently approved a long-term commitment to
resourcing access to the game in our commu-
nity through a long-term sustainability fund.

Our program partnership with Alexandria
City Public Schools (ACPS) and the Alexan-
dria City Parks Recreation & Department
(RPCA) offers after school leagues and clinics
at no cost to participants. These school pro-
grams remove cost and transportation barri-
ers and introduce kids to soccer (and in turn,
an active healthier lifestyle). Additionally, we
support and invest in the city’s facilities in part-
nership with the RPCA to ensure our commu-
nity has safe places to play. Thus far, we have
invested in improvements by funding goals,
buying training equipment and sponsoring the
creation of multiple new neighborhood futsal
courts set to open later this fall.

By working alongside our Alexandria city
partners and schools we are able to provide a
more inclusive and accessible soccer opportu-
nity for all kids. Our current participants in-
clude 50-plus nationalities, represented from
all corners of our city.

We’ve invested in bilingual staff members
and provide Spanish literature to help com-
municate with our diverse community. Coaches
for every program are trained and certified
internally and/or externally by ASA technical
staff and US Soccer educators to ensure a qual-
ity experience for every kid.

As some organizations have turned their fo-
cuses exclusively to higher level development
academies and travel teams (as such, elimi-
nating recreational options), we’re committed
to providing equal access and quality experi-
ences to all our programs regardless of a child’s
interest or ability. We’re as committed to pro-
viding a scholarship to a 3 year old in our “Tots”
program as we are to providing a 16-year old
player, on a pathway to a professional soccer
career, a scholarship on one of our nationally
recognized travel/academy teams.

We believe that focusing on developing
healthy and active kids at the recreational level
is as important to our community (if not more
so) than developing national team players in
our competitive futsal and soccer program-
ming.

Studies like the one mentioned above reaf-
firm our mission of providing a quality soccer
experience to every kid who is interested, from
toddler to national team player. With so much
focus on the drop in participation in youth
sports we wanted to tell our story with the
hopes that others share our commitment to
quality and access.

Alexandria Soccer’s
commitment to access
and quality.

Improving Youth Sports Participation

See Letters,  Page 11

City’s
Failings
To the Editor:

As two of the many vocal oppo-
nents of the Old Town BID, we
applaud the recommendation to
not press forward with a Business
Improvement District (BID) in Old
Town. While it is tempting to cel-
ebrate that we “successfully fought
City Hall,” there are serious issues

still facing the city. The BID pro-
cess demonstrates a failure to lis-
ten to its citizens and stakehold-
ers.

While there was real tension
between advocates and opponents
of the BID, both sides held impor-
tant critiques of the city. In fact,
the BID advocates (not us) said
city staff was unable to support
businesses, unable to adapt poli-
cies in a timely manner, unable to
maintain existing city services, and

insufficiently capable to managing
the waterfront. We were puzzled
that this significant indictment of
city management was not viewed
as controversial.

The city should look at the BID
failure to honestly re-examine its
world view. Nearly every business
and resident in Old Town cites
parking as a concern that affects
them negatively. Yet the city re-
peatedly dismisses these concerns.
By listening to its stakeholders, the

city can improve the residential
and business climate in our city.
The previous top down instruc-
tions are never a good approach.
While businesses have many

views on solutions, the reality is
that the city didn’t bother to en-
gage them. In fact, the Council BID
vote was in June. Despite Council’s
acknowledgement that they had
received more constructive com

Letters to the Editor
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ments from opponents than proponents,
not once, not ever did city staff reach out
during the entire summer to garner our sug-
gestions. It speaks volumes to the fact that
they were not interested in engaging with
businesses with a different viewpoint. Even
more troubling is that we read that Vice
Mayor Justin Wilson still wants to push for-
ward with an Old Town BID tax.

Kim Putens, Owner Bloomers
Dan Hazelwood, Owner Targeted

Creative Communications

Healthy Land
Use Process
To the Editor:

Speaking as an individual member of the
Alexandria Planning Commission, I would
like to respond to the Gazette Packet’s re-
cent coverage of land use approvals to reno-
vate and enlarge Bishop Ireton High School.
Rather than symbolizing a chasm between
the Planning Commission and the Alexan-
dria City Council, it highlights an advisory
process for land use approvals that works
as intended.

For development special use permit
(DSUP) cases like Bishop Ireton, the Plan-
ning Commission is tasked with holding a
hearing, reviewing the application, and
advising City Council to approve, disap-

prove, or approve with conditions. City
Council then considers the recommendation
of the Planning Commission in reaching a
final approval decision.

In this case, the commission voted to rec-
ommend approval with conditions, but
omitted three specific conditions recom-
mended by city staff. These conditions were
based on an agreement between Bishop
Ireton and the adjacent neighborhood as-
sociation, and would have limited non-
school exterior events to no more than two
non-profit artistic-centered events open to
the public for free; prohibited non-school
use of the auditorium and gymnasiums; and
forbidden shared use of the school’s park-
ing lot.

I commend the school and its neighbors
for negotiating an agreement in advance of
public hearings, but could not support these
particular conditions for three specific rea-
sons:

❖ The conditions not only limit, but le-
gally prohibit, certain uses of school facili-
ties by non-school users. In a city where
meeting space, gymnasiums, athletic fields,
performance venues, and parking is at a
premium, the city should actively encour-
age rather than prevent shared uses. These
conditions also inhibit the school’s ability
to fulfil its core mission.

❖ The conditions more stringently restrict
Bishop Ireton’s operations than other high
schools in the city. The federal Religious
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By Pete Osman

Member of the Meeting House

O
ld Town Alexandria is blessed with many
historical treasures that help make Alex-
andria the very special city that it is. One

of these special treasures is the Old Presbyterian
Meeting House. The Meeting House, as it is known,
was founded in 1772 when the Colonies were still
under British rule. Only congregations of the Church
of England were allowed to use the term “church”
prior to America gaining independence. The places
of worship of non-conforming denominations had
to use another term, hence the term “meeting house.”

There are a number of interest-
ing historical facts about the
Meeting House to include having
its bell toll for four days and host-

ing Alexandria’s memorial services for George Wash-
ington following his death in 1799. It also is the site
of the tomb of the unknown soldier of the American
Revolution. The Meeting House’s historical signifi-
cance makes it a popular tourist attraction.

Today, the Meeting House’s role in the Alexandria
community goes well beyond its historical past. It
has a very large, active congregation of over 1,000
members that not only bring life to its historical cam-
pus, but do much to enrich and support Alexandria
and the surrounding communities. Its campus and
members are active well beyond Sunday mornings.
For example:

Each Thursday morning, volunteers welcome any-
where from 30 to 60 guests to Meeting House Open
Table, a breakfast for Alexandria’s homeless and
underserved population. Guests not only appreciate
the hearty breakfast but also the camaraderie with
other guests and church members. Good food is
served; birthdays are celebrated; sorrows and chal-
lenges, as well as successes and joys are shared. A
similar breakfast is hosted by Washington Street
Methodist Church on Monday mornings, and Down-
town Baptist on Wednesdays.

On Saturday mornings, the Meeting House serves
as a host site for the video visitation program of As-
sisting Families of Inmates. This program enables
family members of inmates serving time in Virginia
prisons to regularly connect with their loved ones
via a video connection. Statistics prove that this fam-
ily connection significantly increases a prisoner’s
successful return to society, and Meeting House vol-
unteers can attest to the importance of the connec-
tions they have witnessed.

Weekday mornings, the courtyard, playground, and
education building are filled with the sound of
children’s laughter. The Meeting House Cooperative
Preschool provides a strong educational and social
foundation for both children of Meeting House mem-

bers and other families in the Alexandria commu-
nity.

Across the courtyard, the Meeting House’s historic
Flounder House houses the office of the Alexandria
Tutoring Consortium. The Meeting House was cen-
tral to the establishment of the Tutoring Consortium,
and in addition to providing office space and fund-
ing, many of its members also volunteer. ATC tutors
are all community volunteers who work one-on-one
with primary students in the Alexandria City Public
Schools to develop the skills to read at or above grade
level.

In the evening, the Meeting House facilities are
often used for weekly Alcoholics Anonymous meet-
ings, providing sanctuary and support for those strug-
gling with addiction.

The Meeting House reaches out in support of the
community in other ways as well. Since 1970, the
church’s Family to Family program has provided
emergency financial assistance to the working poor.
This program annually provides tens of thousands
of dollars to help cover rent, utility bills, medical bills,
and other essentials of northern Virginia households
in need of short term financial assistance.

The Meeting House is also an active member of
VOICE (Virginians Organized for Interfaith Commu-
nity Engagement). Through this non-partisan coali-
tion, members work together to take action on key
issues in our community including, but not limited
to, affordable housing, access to health and dental
care, and immigrant rights.

Most recently, the Meeting House is partnering with
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and First Christian
Church to sponsor a refugee family from Syria. Meet-
ing House members will work with this family of
seven to enable them to begin a fresh start.

The Meeting House also contributes funds and /
or volunteers to a number of community service pro-
grams in Alexandria, such as ALIVE!, Bag Lunch,
Carpenter’s Shelter, Christ House, Friends of Guest
House, and Senior Services of Alexandria. These pro-
grams provide food for the hungry, low-cost
childcare, and donated furniture and housewares for
those in need. They assist women in returning to
society following incarceration. They help seniors
maintain their independence and self-sufficiency. All
of these programs are examples of Alexandrians
working together to make a better community, a goal
to which the Meeting House has long been commit-
ted.

Alexandria is indeed blessed to have this histori-
cal treasure that not only has played such a key role
in our city’s past but is today impacting so many in
our community. “Touching Lives through a Culture
of Commitment” is the Meeting House mantra, and
its membership demonstrates this on a daily basis
with their time, their talents, and their treasure.

An Alexandria Treasure
Inside the Old Presbyterian Meeting House.

Commentary

Submit civic/community announce-
ments at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Volunteer Drivers Needed. Drivers

needed by the American Cancer
Society to take cancer patients to
treatment in Northern Virginia. To
volunteer, call 1-800-227-2345 or go
to cancer.org/drive.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 28
Silent Witness Alexandria

Candlelight Vigil & Memorial
Program. 6-8:30 p.m. at Market
Square, Old Town Alexandria. Join
the Alexandria Domestic Violence
Program for a public event designed
to raise awareness of domestic
violence and create a space of
healing through a visual memorial of
those lost through domestic violence.
Visit www.alexandriava.gov/DCHS.

Community Conversation. 7-8:45
p.m. at the Charles Houston

Recreation Center, 901 Wythe St.
The Alexandria VA branch of the
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP), Black and Missing
Foundation, Inc. and Shop Talk Live
DMV, Inc. will sponsor a community
conversation to discuss the increasing
numbers of black individuals who go
missing each year. Visit
www.blackandmissinginc.com.

Bulletin Board
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Land Use and Institutionalized
Persons Act (RLUIPA) prohibits
land use regulations that impose
a substantial burden on religious
institutions, including Bishop
Ireton, a Catholic high school.

❖ The conditions codify, through
legislative action by City Council,
issues best addressed through a
private agreement between the
school and neighborhood associa-
tion. The city must be mindful the
constitutional limits of police
power that enable zoning restric-
tions and not regulate beyond the
minimum necessary to protect
public health, safety, and welfare.
In addition, conditions should be
fully enforceable by the city, and
should not set an inappropriate
precedent for future DSUP cases.

The commission’s review of
these conditions is wholly consis-
tent with its role to advise City
Council regarding land use ac-
tions. Since the conditions were
entirely within the scope of the
DSUP before the Planning Com-
mission, the recommendation to
reject them does not represent
policymaking beyond the limits of
the commission’s charge.

Despite the recommendation of
a unanimous Planning Commis-
sion, City Council reinstated the
three conditions, as is its preroga-
tive. Reasonable minds will differ
on these issues, and council serves
as the final arbiter.

The spirited debate over Bishop
Ireton is not an aberration of the
planning process, but instead sig-
nals a healthy mechanism within
city government to debate and re-
solve land use matters. While not
the outcome the Planning Com-
mission recommended, I accept
the council’s decision, and look
ahead to future cases.

Nathan Macek, Member
Alexandria Planning Commis-

sion

No Action,
Talk Only
To the Editor:

City Council’s unanimous vote to
approve the proposed West End
elementary school speaks to our
local elected officials inability to
say “No” to any requests made by
ACPS. Perhaps what is most glar-
ing about the DSUP and P&Z staff
and its director’s recommendation
for this West End school was elimi-
nating the legal issues involved
when ACPS bought the two prop-
erties at 1701, 1702 and 1703 in
2017. The property at 1703 is part
of a covenant and the owners have
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the right to refuse development
which they feel is inappropriate.
ACPS and our school board were
aware of this issue when they
found the $15 million to buy these
properties. So should ASCD, the
current group that leases the prop-
erty at 1703 decide to file a law-
suit, which I hope they will do,
then this issue will go through the
court system. Further, ACPS can
decide to take the property at 1703
by eminent domain and I hope our
elected officials in Alexandria will
wake up and deny any property
being taken by eminent domain.

It is important to point out and
for all Alexandria taxpayers to re-
member that it was the mayor and
council who instructed City Man-
ager Jinks to set up an indepen-
dent ad hoc task force to review
and look at ACPS spending, espe-
cially as it relates to CIP spending
and other issues related to ACPS.
Doesn’t that indicate the mayor
and council’s lack of trust with
ACPS? Guess it doesn’t matter to
our elected officials who continue
to speak NATO — No Action, Talk
Only.

New schools do not mean a bet-
ter education. The traffic/trans-
portation, number of school buses
who will be needed to transport
600-plus students to this “new
school” through a very narrow
driveway off of Beauregard Street,
along with the fact that the chil-
dren will be playing on a rooftop
and should any child fall, ACPS
would be facing a major lawsuit.
The negative issues to have this
school in the West End far out-
weigh the positives. John Adams
Elementary could eliminate their
pre-K as well as Ramsey, since
ACPS is not mandated to provide
pre-K and this would free up 200-
plus slots. There are many non-
profits and other groups who pro-
vide for pre-k.

No guts, no backbone by our
mayor and council. And yes, I do
support children and their educa-

tion. However, this latest “scam”
by ACPS can’t happen and hope-
fully ASCD and their board will file
the much needed lawsuit related
to the covenant.

Annabelle Fisher
Alexandria

Value Free
Expression
To the Editor:

Several, mainly Democratic,
members of our legislature took to
task, in a Sept. 7 letter, Republi-
can gubernatorial nominee Ed
Gillespie’s failure to condemn the
“violence and hate” which they see
in the Aug. 11-12 protests in
Charlottesville.

Violence, indeed, took place,
much as it is taking place in St.
Louis against the workings of our
judicial system. But of the many
Charlottesville protesters, only a
few engaged in violence — the
others are not “collectively guilty”
of the actions of those few. What I
find appalling is the Charlottesville
prosecutor’s unwillingness to
bring capital murder charges
against the man whose automobile
ran down one of the counter-pro-
testers.

Whoever ends up being our gov-
ernor must be governor of all the
people — including those with
whom we might disagree.

Insisting public officials con-
demn the expression of such views
is a first step towards the kinds of
“speech codes” some universities
are trying to impose and the out-
right restrictions in some Euro-
pean Union countries.

This “basket of deplorables”
mindset, into which the letter’s sig-
natories would dump the
Charlottesville protesters’ free ex-
pression is what assault the val-
ues upon which our country was
founded.

Dino Drudi
Alexandria

Write
The Gazette Packet welcomes views on any public issue.

The deadline for all material is noon Friday. Letters must be signed.
Include home address and home and business numbers. Letters are
routinely edited for libel, grammar, good taste and factual errors.

Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Gazette Packet

1606 King St.
Alexandria VA 22314

Call 703-917-6444.
Email gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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By Glen Roe

On behalf of Alexandria

Citizens Corps Council

A
s National Preparedness Month ends, we
want to take a final opportunity to bring this
important subject to your attention. Most of

us don’t think of Alexandria as a wild weather place.
We don’t live in tornado alley, we’re not usually at
risk for big hurricanes like Harvey and Irma, and until
a few years ago we didn’t think much about earth-
quakes. But, over the last few years, Alexandrians
have seen it all — blizzards, earthquakes, derechos,
and other storms that have uprooted trees, taken

down power lines, and left thou-
sands of us in the dark, some-
times for days.

It’s important to make a plan
for ourselves and our families. Make a plan to be
ready; ensure you have the resources on hand that
you and your family will need during the next unex-
pected emergency.

To start, ask yourself how prepared are you for the
unexpected? If Alexandria was suddenly without
power — including its homes, banks, grocery stores,
drug stores, gas stations, and restaurants — do you
have

a plan? Do you know how you will buy goods at
stores that cannot accept debit or credit cards? Do
you plan to always have extra gas in the car, so you
won’t have to wait in line at one of the few open gas
stations?

Do you know how you will communicate with, or
where you will meet, your family if there is no cell
service?

We don’t know when or where the next emergency
will be, but we do know that it can happen, and can
happen in Alexandria. During those emergencies, our
first responders will work long hours, away from their

own families, helping those of us who need it the
most.

We can help them by having a plan in place so
their time can be spent helping others. September is
National Preparedness Month, and a great time to
take a few minutes to make sure that you’re pre-
pared. Here are three simple steps you can take to
Be Ready:

❖ Be informed. The Alexandria eNews alert ser-
vice lets you sign up to receive vital emergency alerts
and information on more than 100 topics. Alerts and
messages can be sent directly to your e-mail, cell
phone, and

other electronic devices. Don’t miss out on impor-
tant news and emergency alerts. Sign up today at
alexandriava.gov/eNews.

❖ Make a plan. Visit the Virginia Department of
Emergency Management

website for easy to use tools and suggestions to
make a plan for you and your family. Keep impor-
tant information and contact numbers handy. http:/
/www.vaemergency.gov/readyvirginia/makeaplan.

❖ Build a kit. Use this checklist from
ReadyVirginia.gov to make sure that you, your fam-
ily, and your pets have what you need before the
next emergency. http://www.vaemergency.gov/
readyvirginia/getakit.

The Alexandria Citizen Corps Council was estab-
lished under the City Code in 2005 to advise and
support the City Council of Alexandria to help Alex-
andria minimize the impact of disaster through pre-
vention, preparation, and effective response mea-
sures. The Council meets on the

4th Monday of every other month at 7 p.m. at the
Alexandria Fire Department Headquarters, 900 Sec-
ond St. Members of the public are invited to attend
and encouraged to get involved, as well as visit our
website http://www.alexandriava.gov/
CitizensCorps.

Let’s Be Ready, Alexandria

Commentary
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SEPT. 29-30
Fall Children’s Consignment Sale.

9 a.m.-8 p.m., at Cameron United
Methodist Church, 3130 Franconia
Road. Some items are half price on
Saturday. To become a seller, email:
CUMC.CCS@gmail.com, or visit
www.cameron-umc.org/.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 30
DASH Career Fair. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. at

the DASH facility, 3000 Business
Center Drive. DASH is looking to fill
numerous positions for bus
operators, mechanics, and
technicians. Candidates attending the
career fair will be able to speak with
human resources representatives,
complete job applications and
interview on the spot. Candidates
must have a CDL Learner’s Permit
and be 21 years of age. To view
additional open positions at DASH,
visit www.dashbus.com.

Build a Rain Barrel Workshop. 9-
11 a.m. at Alexandria Renew
Environmental Center, 1800 Limerick
St. Residents will learn about water
quality issues and build a rain barrel
to take home after the workshop.
Register at bit.ly/2f0NP4v.

Boating Safety: Emergencies
Onboard. 9:30 am - Noon. at the
Alexandria West Marine Store, 601 S.
Patrick St. Classes will be taught by
the Northern Virginia Sail and Power
Squadron. Books about the topic
each session will be available for
purchase. Visit www.nvsps.org.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 4
Blood Drive. 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. at APTA

Headquarters, 1111 North Fairfax St.
INOVA Blood Donor Services supplies
lifesaving blood and blood products
to 24 different hospitals in the
Northern Virginia, Washington, DC
metro area. One pint of blood can
save up to 3 lives. To sign up for the
drive, visit inovabloodsaves.org.

FAFSA Completion Workshop. 4-
7:30 p.m. at T.C. Williams High
School, Room C-206. All T.C.
Williams High School seniors and

their families are invited to the
Scholarship Fund of Alexandria’s
FAFSA Completion Workshop. Every
senior should fill out the FAFSA (Free
Application for Federal Student Aid)
to qualify for money for college from
the federal government, the state of
Virginia, and colleges. Free pizza
dinner and get FAFSA finished with
the help of financial aid
professionals. Contact the
Scholarship Fund of Alexandria’s
Director of College Advising,
Margaret Feldman, at
margaret.feldman@acps.k12.va.us or
703-824-6730.
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By John Komoroske

A
lthough tens of thousands have
graduated from T.C. Williams
High School in Alexandria since
it opened in 1965, only the very

earliest classes know what it was like to start
up the new high school, and how fast its
innocence was to come undone.

The first class, which graduated in 1967,
is celebrating its 50th anniversary on Fri-
day and Saturday, Oct. 21 and 22, 2017

(details at
www.tcwclassof1967.com).
That class wants to remind all
of us what it was like in the

earliest days of TC, as it started a trajectory
that spans a half a century, thousands of
graduates, worldwide fame — and a light-
ning rip in the social order.

When TC began operations in 1965, the
spirit of the age included uptight dress
codes, short male hair, hall passes, cafete-
ria lunches, censored school publications,
go go dances, sneaked underage beer, ciga-
rette smoking on school property with par-
ent permission, a smoldering war in Viet-
nam, and generally strong support of the
policies of the U.S. government, which had
set us on a course of prosperity unequaled
in American history. The British Invasion
was just starting to open things up in 1965
— at least as far as music and hair was con-
cerned — with the Beatles and the Rolling
Stones in the vanguard, but much more
than hair was changing on the minds its
growing length covered.

This innocent, post ‘50s/early ‘60s age
crept along until the month that the TCW

‘67 class graduated. The old ways collapsed
as if a switch had been thrown when the
1967 Summer of Love in San Francisco ig-
nited the hippie era. Youth hair came down
as fast as it could grow, the buttoned down
dress codes unbuttoned, abused substances
skipped from beer and tobacco to marijuana
and LSD, bathing became optional for some
and love — previously rationed — became
free for almost all.

1967 was the year that the first Super
Bowl was played, the Big Mac was cooked
up, Aretha Franklin sought “Respect,” Elvis
married Priscilla, “Hair” sprouted and John
Phillips of the Mamas and the Papas wrote
“San Francisco (Be Sure to Wear Some
Flowers in Your Hair)” for his friend Scott
McKenzie — who had attended George
Washington High School in Alexandria with
Phillips — who turned it into the Summer
of Love anthem.

None were more amazed at the tectonic
shifts than the TCW class of ‘67 who left
for the novelty of college and jobs, trying
to deal with the concurrent and much
greater novelty of the social upheaval in the
second half of the 20th century. Although
that upheaval in the summer 1967 eclipsed
the memory of the two first years of T.C.
Williams High School for most, it is still
important to remember that TC was a much
different place when the class of ‘67 entered
and when it left.

T.C. WILLIAMS, named for Alexandria
School Superintendent Thomas Chambliss
Williams, was designed from the beginning
to be exceptional. The $6 million building
— a huge sum at the time — was state of

the art, the first air-conditioned high school
in Alexandria, and constructed surround-
ing two cores.

The first core was a gym, and integrated
physical fitness into the center of the school
rather than relegate it more traditionally to
an outbuilding. The second core, the audi-
torium, was designed with acoustics mir-
roring the Lincoln Center in N.Y., and
boasted an orchestra pit and electronic
stage management. Because of its capacity
and up to date design, it served for many
years as the largest venue for performances
— both academic and otherwise — in Al-
exandria, and hosted thousands of civic
events, from orchestras and ballets to gov-
ernment meetings.

The staffing of the school was to be ex-
ceptional as well. The Alexandria School
Board searched the state of Virginia for a
top principal to head their new endeavor.
They hired Harold Secord, principal of
Jefferson Senior High in Roanoke to get
things underway. He remained a well liked
and respected TC principal for many years
and stayed in Alexandria for the rest of his
life. He is commemorated by Harold Secord
Lane in Alexandria near Cameron Station.

That first class started school in an often
noisy construction site. The school plant,
innovatively designed by local architect
Joseph H. Saunders (whose son was a mem-
ber of the class of ‘67), took much longer
to build than anticipated. It was cheaper
for the contractor to pay the late fees than
add more staff to finish on time. When it
opened for school in September 1965, there
were still workers everywhere and wet ce-
ment in the halls and stairwells that stu-

dents had to cross on boards.
The student body was organized into

three different halls, King, Braddock, and
Quaker, each with its own dean, to create
“schools within the school” and give a feel-
ing of smaller size while keeping adminis-
trators closer to the students. Although their
assigned hall gave students their guidance
counselors and first line administrators, stu-
dents took classes and moved freely
throughout the school.

TC began without a senior class. No one
wanted to move seniors from the other two
Alexandria high schools, George Washing-
ton and Francis C. Hammond, for their last
year in a new school. This arrangement gave
the class of 1967 a gift rare and wonderful
for any high schooler: they got to be the
top class in their school two years in a row.
For many of those in the class, this was the
highlight of their academic careers, but one
they gave up the next year to become the
lowest rung of college or a workplace.

STARTING AT A NEW SCHOOL also
meant that those first students got to launch
many of the traditions of TC — such as nam-
ing the Titans, composing the student pub-
lications, penning the fight song, choreo-
graphing the prom at the Army-Navy Coun-
try Club, playing the Junior Senior Powder
Puff football game, and gonging contestants
at the Senior Talent Show — some of which
survive to this day.

One planned tradition that never panned
out was chronicled in a 2005 Washington
Post article. In 1965 the students and the
administration widely announced their in

The T.C. Williams High School graduating class of 1967.

Remember the First Titans: Starting a School, Ending an Era

History
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MS Biotechnology
“Where Science is our Business”

http://biotechnology.georgetown.edu

One year with rolling admission

Spring 2018 deadline is 11/15/17

Contact the Program Manager for details

202-687-1501

Opinion

By Brandi N. Yee

Chief Program Officer

ACT for Alexandria

A
lexandria’s community foundation, ACT for
Alexandria, is committed to strengthening
the nonprofit sector through investing in

building the capacity of nonprofit organizations, con-
necting donors to causes they care about, and shar-
ing best practices and bright spots in philanthropy.

This fall’s IMPACT: Innovation +
Philanthropy Forum will focus on
leading social change without
burning out.

Earlier this month, I had the opportunity to attend
the Nonprofit Management Institute hosted by the
Stanford Social Innovation Review. The conference
was applicable on so many levels, for ACT as an or-
ganization, for the early care and education systems
building work ACT is convening, and on a personal
one.

The theme of the conference was “Leading Social
Change in Turbulent Times” and we heard from vari-
ous leaders about how they operate and the chal-
lenges they face. One of the key takeaways for me
was from Jonathan Greenblatt, CEO of the Anti-Defa-
mation League around, his commitment to observ-
ing Shabbat, taking a Sabbath, or just taking a break.
Every Friday his office closes at 3 p.m. to observe
Shabbat — for him this means no email, social me-
dia, phone calls, speaking engagements, travel, etc.
and he encourages his staff to use this time for rest,
reflection and rejuvenation. He stressed that the so-
cial change work we are all doing is a marathon, not

a sprint, and we need to take care
of ourselves so we can take care
of others.

The conference also addressed
the leadership challenge and the
cost of burnout and employee
turnover. It’s more than just the
financial cost of recruiting,
onboarding and paying out leave

balances, but also the productivity costs of losing
strategic momentum, key relationships and staff
morale. This is a topic that Beth Kanter, author of
“The Happy Healthy Nonprofit: Strategies for Impact
without Burnout” and the keynote speaker for ACT’s
IMPACT: Innovation + Philanthropy Forum will be
addressing on Oct. 26. Beth’s keynote on linking well-
being to impact is a timely and important conversa-
tion our community should be having. What she will
be sharing is not only applicable to nonprofit and
board leaders, but anyone who wants to lead and
support social change. It is exciting for us at ACT to
be able to bring important conversations happening
on the national stage to the local level — we hope
you will join us!

For more information about ACT’s IMPACT: Inno-
vation + Philanthropy Forum on Oct. 26 at the
George Washington Masonic Memorial, visit: https:/
/actimpact2017.eventbrite.com. Alexandria Gazette
Packet readers can use promotional code “AGP” for a
discount on registration.

Brandi Yee is the chief program officer at ACT for Alexandria
(ACT). Launched in 2004, ACT is a community foundation that
seeks to turn ideas into actions and resources into results. Since
ACT’s founding, 10,000-plus donors have leveraged more than
$12 million to benefit important charitable causes in Alexan-
dria and beyond. For more information about ACT, visit:
www.actforalexandria.org.

Leading Social Change
... without burning out.

Commentary

From Page 16

Remember the First Titans
tention to bury a time capsule to capture those

beginning days for the future. However, the recol-
lections of some students who witnessed the unre-
solved arguments about what music to include,
coupled with the failure of the T.C. Williams original
building demolition crews to find it in 2008, forced
the conclusion that the capsule never made it past
the discussion phase.

It is important to note that the 2000 Disney movie,
”Remember the Titans,” was not about the beginning

of T.C. Williams. That movie was “based on a true
story” of TC six years later in 1971, when Alexan-
dria addressed racial imbalance in the three Alexan-
dria high schools by making TC the senior high school
and George Washington and Francis C. Hammond
into 9th and 10th grade feeder schools.

While it’s not clear who said “If you remember the
’60s, you really weren’t there,” the first graduating
class of T.C. Williams remembers the ‘60s until 1967,
before everyone started doing the things that made
them forget.

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon. Photos are welcome.

Emily L. Snyder, of Alexandria,
earned a Bachelor of Science in com-
puter science from Oregon State
University (Corvallis, Ore.).

Genevieve C. Francis, of Alexan-
dria, earned a Master of Science in
occupational therapy from The Univer-
sity of Scranton (Scranton, Pa.).

Rosemary T. Nevin, of Alexandria,
earned a Master of Science in curricu-
lum and instruction from The University
of Scranton (Scranton, Pa.).

Sara Meyer, of Alexandria, has been
named to the dean’s list for the spring
2017 semester at the University of Ver-
mont (Burlington, Vt.). Meyer is
majoring in community entrepreneur-

ship in the College of Agriculture & Life
Sciences.

Joseph M. Burke, of Alexandria,
earned a Master of Science in educa-
tional administration from The
University of Scranton (Scranton, Pa.).

Freddie Perez , of Alexandria,
graduated from the University of Hart-
ford (West Hartford, Ct.). Perez, a
mathematics major, received a Bachelor
of Arts.

Jacqueline Bouffard, of Alexan-
dria, graduated from the University of
Hartford (West Hartford, Ct.). Bouffard,
a music education major (vocal empha-
sis), received a Bachelor of Music.

Mohammad Khalil, from Alexan-
dria, was named to the dean’s list at
Davenport University for the winter
2017 semester.

Mary Carlton Murphy, of Alexan-
dria, has been named to the dean’s list
at the University of the South (Sewanee,
Tenn.) for the spring 2017 term.

Marianne Crawford Horan, of
Alexandria, was awarded a BA in inter-
national and global studies cum laude
from the University of the South
(Sewanee, Tenn.). Horan is the child of
Marianne and James F. Horan, Jr.

Mary Carlton Murphy, of Alexan-
dria, a was awarded a B.A. in ecology
and biodiversity magna cum laude from
the University of the South (Sewanee,
Tenn.). She is the child of Mary Claire
and Robert D. Murphy.

Paul Giesen, of Alexandria, gradu-
ated from Emporia State University
(Emporia, Kan.) with a Master of Sci-
ence degree in health, physical
education, and recreation.

School Notes
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Fall Fun & Entertainment

By Steve Hibbard

Gazette Packet

A
ldersgate Church Community
Theater (ACCT) is presenting
“The Judicial Murder of Mrs.
Surratt” from Sept. 29 to Oct.

15.
The play follows the aftermath of April

14, 1865, inside Ford’s Theatre when actor
John Wilkes Booth assassinated President
Abraham Lincoln. Shocked by its first presi-
dential murder, the U.S. government
launched a dragnet to round up every sus-
pect it could. Among those arrested was
Mary Surratt, the widowed owner of a
boardinghouse where Booth and others
were alleged to have conspired. She was
charged with conspiracy to commit murder
and, along with seven male co-defendants,
tried before a military tribunal convened by
President Andrew Johnson especially for the
occasion. The play is based on that trial.

Playwright Rich Amada said the Lincoln
assassination trial was 19th century
America’s trial of the century. “Yet, most
people today know little if anything about
anyone implicated in the conspiracy other
than John Wilkes Booth,” he said. “I, my-
self, stumbled upon alleged conspirator
Mary Surratt’s story totally by accident. She
holds the dubious distinction of being the
first woman judicially executed by the
United States government, so I thought to
myself immediately that there must be a
compelling drama behind that landmark
moment in history.”

He said that more than 150 years later,
people still debate her guilt or innocence.
“This play dramatizes the actual evidence
the tribunal weighed, much of it in the ex-
act words spoken by the people involved.
That gives the audience the opportunity to
be a surrogate jury, to sit in judgment of
the play’s main character, and decide for
itself whether she got what she deserved or

ACCT’s Trial of the 19th Century
Playwright Rich Amada’s world premiere of
“The Judicial Murder of Mrs. Surratt.”

was railroaded to the gallows,” he said.
Director Eleanore Tapscott said although

she does not believe Mrs. Surratt was inti-
mately involved with the assassination
plans, she believes she knew more than
what she let on. “The focus for me is not so
much about Mary’s guilt or innocence, but
what was actually done to her: her primary
attorney, though ultimately diligent in his
fight to have her sentence commuted, had
no courtroom experience, and although a
civilian, she was tried by a military tribu-
nal rather than civil court. She was not al-
lowed to speak in her own defense,” she
said.

She added: “Mary’s experience shows
how government can become tyrannical
when given the opportunity, particularly
when passions are at a fever pitch, as they
were following Lincoln’s assassination.”

Producer Marg Soroos decided to produce
the play because she knew the author and
thought that the script was well written.
“The chance to do a world premiere of a
show was also an incentive to do this show.
It is a part of our Civil War history that is
not as well known,” she said.

She said a challenge was trying to find a
way to depict the many different locations
on the stage. “The play needs to seamlessly
move from flashback to trial and back to
flashback with a minimum of distraction,”
she said.

Charlene Sloan plays the role of Mary
Surratt, a compelling Southern Catholic, but
above all a mother. “Her love for her chil-
dren is the driving force in her decision-
making and her fate,” she said.

She said playing the role presented sev-
eral challenges for her. “She was a real per-
son but there aren’t many clues as to what
she sounded like or how she moved. So, I
did a lot of research, which included read-
ing news articles from the time period and
visiting her house in Maryland and the origi-
nal courtroom at Fort McNair,” she said.

She hopes audiences will learn more
about the case and maybe change or enrich
their understanding of Mary Surratt and her
role in the Lincoln assassination plot. “Any
time a play changes minds, strengthens
beliefs or just stirs conversation it’s a major
win,” she said.

Michael Schwartz is playing two charac-
ters: John Lloyd and John Surratt, who is
Mary’s son. “John Lloyd runs Mrs. Surratt’s
tavern. However, I think he’d rather be a
patron than an employee since he is known
to enjoy a drink or two. He is quite good
with his hands and does work around the
farm. While I believe he means well, he
tends to put his foot in his mouth,” he said.

He says that his other character, John
Surratt is “very passionate about his politi-
cal beliefs. John is somewhat of a lost soul
and is very impressionable when he believes
something can give his life meaning.”

The most difficult challenge, he said was
making sure he created two distinct char-
acters. “I don’t want the audience to think
when they see John Suratt that is just John
Lloyd regurgitating lines in a different cos-
tume. They talk, walk, and communicate
in completely different ways. Their moti-

vations in life couldn’t be more opposite. I
want to audience to see that,” he said.

Nicholas Barta also plays two different
characters: John Wilkes Booth and Louis
Weichman. “Louis is a good friend of the
Surratts and is called testify during Mary’s
trial. Louis is an honest man who loves to
spend time with Mary and her daughter
Anna. So when he is called to testify he takes
it pretty hard and is almost pushed to the
breaking point,” he said.

“John Wilkes Booth, as we all know, is the
young assassin of President Lincoln. But this
play delves a little bit deeper into what hap-
pened with Booth leading up to the assas-
sination. We get to see a young, charismatic
actor with a dark secret,” he added.

Jim Pearson is playing the role of John
Bingham, the Special Judge Advocate and
Prosecutor. “John Bingham is a godly man,
a politician, and a close associate of
Abraham Lincoln’s. His soul cries for jus-
tice in this unheard of event – the assassi-
nation of the President and Commander in
Chief. He is focused, relentless, and will
crawl through anyone to get to his chief

Actors rehearse for “The Judicial Murder of Mrs. Surratt” at Aldersgate
Church Community Theater. From left are Mytheos Holt (Frederick
Aiken), Charlene Sloan (Mary Surratt), Michael Schwartz (John Lloyd)
and Jim Pearson (John Bingham).
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Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
Cinderella, The New Musical.

Through Oct. 1, various times at the
Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson St. An
Infinity Stage production. $15-35
online, $20-$40 at the door. Visit
www.InfinityStage.com.

“Aqueduct: Stone Ruins in
Maryland & Virginia.” Various
times through Oct. 1 at The Art
League, 105 North Union St.
Printmaker M. Alexander (Alex) Gray
illuminates forgotten local history
through the images in his exhibit,
“Aqueduct: Stone Ruins in Maryland
& Virginia.” Gray, a lifelong

Virginian, wants to bring these lesser-
known, historic sites back into the
public eye. Call 703-683-1780 or visit
www.theartleague.org.

Local Artists Exhibit. Through Oct. 3,
various times at River Farm, 7931
East Boulevard Drive. Patricia Miller
Uchello, award-winning artist and
Alexandria resident for over 30 years,
is showing 86 floral paintings in oil
on canvas. Call 703-768-5700.

Fall 2017 Native Plant Sale.
Through Oct. 15 at the Jerome
“Buddie” Ford Nature Center, 5750
Sanger Ave. The Department of
Recreation, Parks, and Cultural
Activities is offering a native plant
sale to help grow Alexandria’s tree
canopy and undergrowth. Call 703-
746-5559 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov.

Artists Exhibit. Various times through

Oct. 31 in the Fireplace Alcove,
Mount Vernon Unitarian Church,
1909 Windmill Lane. Dolly Rowe’s
hooked artworks called “Painting in
Wool and Silk” will be on display.
Contact dollyrowe73@yahoo.com.

Alexandrians Fight The Great War.
Various times through Nov. 11 at The
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. This
exhibit shares some of the stories of
Alexandrians during the war and
their more active participation in the
American war effort after April 1917.
Visit www.alexandriava.gov/Lyceum
or call 703-838-4994.

Mount Vernon Farmers Market. 8
a.m.-12 p.m., Wednesdays, through
Dec. 14. Fresh local food, artisan
crafts. Sherwood Library, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
farmersmarkets/mtvernonmkt.htm.

All the President’s Pups. Saturdays
10 a.m. at George Washington’s
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway, Mount Vernon. All the
President’s Pups Walking Tour, along
the way, learn about George
Washington’s love for dogs, his dogs’
unusual names, and his efforts to
improve the quality of his hunting
dogs through breeding. $7. Visit
www.mountvernon.org.

Mercy in Alexandria Walking
Tour. Sundays at 1:30 p.m. at
Alexandria Visitors Center, 221 King
St. Experience an inside access tour
of 19th century Alexandria. Inspired
by the PBS mini-series “Mercy
Street,” accompany a trained military
historian through Civil War-era
Alexandria and learn the actual
history behind the TV show. Short
tours are $15, private tours for five

are $149. Visit
www.dcmilitarytour.com for more

The Lyceum: 175 Years of Local
History. Ongoing, Monday-Saturday
10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday 1-5 p.m.
at The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington
St. On view in the museum’s
Coldsmith Gallery, the historical
objects and images featured
represent The Lyceum, the
community at work, and
commemorations and celebrations.
Throughout the exhibition, visitors
are invited to “be the curator” and
think about why the various artifacts
are in the museum’s collection, and
about how tangible representatives of
the past help tell the story of
Alexandria’s history. Free. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org.

Pick-Up Hockey. Ongoing,
Wednesdays and Fridays 11:30 a.m.-

Calendar

See Trial,  Page 33
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Fall Fun & Entertainment

FALL 2017 NATIVE PLANT SALE
Through Oct. 15 at the Jerome “Buddie” Ford Nature

Center, 5750 Sanger Ave. The Department of Recreation,
Parks, and Cultural Activities is offering a native plant sale
to help grow Alexandria’s tree canopy and undergrowth.
Call 703-746-5559 or visit www.alexandriava.gov for more.

SATURDAY/OCT. 2
OktoberFest. 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Port City Brewing Company,

3950 Wheeler Ave. Benefit for The Campagna Center and
the New Neighbors Program. Visit
www.portcitybrewing.com/ for more.

OCT. 6-8
21st Annual Fall Wine Festival and Sunset Tour. 6-9

p.m. at George Washington’s Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount
Vernon Memorial Hwy. Meet “George and Martha
Washington” on the Mansion’s piazza. Guests experience an
evening tour of the Washingtons’ home and are invited to
visit the basement where he stored his wine. Call 703-780-
2000 or visit www.MountVernon.org.

SATURDAY/OCT. 7
Art on the Avenue. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. at Mount Vernon Avenue

in Del Ray. More than 300 artists such as jewelers to
silversmith and beaders, woodworkers, pottery makers,
soap crafters, glass makers, unique painters, sculptures, and
fabric artists, and musicians. Visit www.artontheavenue.org
for more.

Port City Oktoberfest Party. noon-9 p.m. at Port City,
3950 Wheeler Ave. Call 703-778-0874 or visit
www.PortCityBrewing.com/the-brewery/events for more.

Oktoberfest. 3-7 p.m. St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church and Day
School, 8531 Riverside Road. German food such as
knockwurst, bratwurst, potato salad; sides, beer and cold
drinks, live Oompa band, bake sale, children’s games,
petting zoo, moon bounce. Visit
www.staidansepiscopal.com or call 703-360-4220 for more.

SATURDAY/OCT. 14
Burgundy Fall Fair. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at Burgundy Farm

Country Day School, 3700 Burgundy Road, Alexandria.
Family fun for all ages: Zombie run, pumpkin painting,

moon bounce, live music, used book and kids’ closet sale,
food tent. Free admission. Proceeds from activity tickets
and food and merchandise sale benefit student financial
aid. Rain or shine. Visit www.burgundyfarm.org or call
703-960-3431.

OCT. 14-15
42nd Annual Virginia Wine Festival. noon-6 p.m. at

Oronoco Bay Park, 100 Madison St. Wine tasting from
many Virginia wineries, festival access to the Virginia
Oyster Pavilion, and all concessions and musical
entertainment. $35-65. Call 202-244-3700 or visit
www.virginiawinefest.com.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 25
WPHS Orchestra Spooktacular. 5:30-7 p.m. at West

Potomac High School, 6500 Quander Road. West Potomac
Orchestra’s annual Spooktacular Carnival and Concert.
Free. Call 703-718-2587 for more.

Fall Favorites

It’s Oktoberfest at the brewery, Saturday,
Oct. 7 at Port City, 3950 Wheeler Ave.

Calendar

1 p.m. at Mount Vernon Ice Skating,
2017 Belle View Blvd. Play hockey
with other hockey buffs, hitting slap
shots and learning puck handling
skills that the pros use. Players must
have full equipment. 16 and older.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
rec/mtvernon/ or call 703-768-3224.

Medical Care for the Civil War
Soldier Exhibit. Ongoing at the
Fort Ward museum, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. ongoing exhibit
which features original medical
instruments and equipment from the
Civil War period and information on
Union Army hospital sites in
Alexandria. Free. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/fortward for
more

Alexandria’s Nurses and Hospitals
During the Civil War. Ongoing at
The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
An exhibit on the life of Clarissa
Jones, a nurse at The Lyceum
hospital during the Civil War. The
true story of a nurse in Alexandria
during the war, drawing parallels
with characters portrayed in the PBS
drama “Mercy Street,” with
references to the experiences of other
nurses, such as Anne Reading, who
worked in the Mansion House
hospital, and Jane Woolsey, who
served at the Fairfax Seminary
hospital. Admission is $2. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/lyceum.

Shield of Earth: Defending the
Heart of the Union exhibit.
Ongoing, museum hours Tuesday
through Saturday, 10 a.m. -5 p.m.,
Sundays, noon-5 p.m. at Fort Ward
Museum, 4301 West Braddock Road.
Highlights of the exhibition include
military passes issued by Provost
Marshal’s Office, construction tools,

and original photographs of some of
Washington’s defenders. 703-746-
4848 or www.fortward.org.

Who These Wounded Are: The
Extraordinary Stories of the
Mansion House Hospital
exhibit. Ongoing, Tuesday through
Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sundays,
noon-4 p.m. at the Carlyle House
Historic Park, 121 N. Fairfax St.
Come see the site that inspired
“Mercy Street,” the new PBS’ series
inspired by real events that took
place at Carlyle House.
www.carlylehouse.org or call 703-
549-2997

Color Disorder Exhibit. Ongoing,
Thursday through Sunday, noon-4
p.m., Sundays, noon-4 p.m. at the
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. A
joint exhibition of artists Katie Baines
and Amy Chan who use diverse
painting materials such as acrylic,
gouache, airbrush and screen print to
build energized abstract paintings.
www.nfaa.org or 703-548-0035.

Flamenco Show. Wednesdays and
Thursdays, 7:30-8:30 p.m. at La
Tasca, 607 King St. Watch dancers
and guitarists perform traditional
flamenco. Free to attend. Call 703-
299-9810 or visit
www.latascausa.com.

French Movie Night. Every Thursday,
7 p.m. in the back room of Fontaine
Caffe and Creperie, 119 S. Royal St.
View a French film. Free, no
reservation necessary. Call 703-535-
8151 or visit
www.fontainecaffe.com/
reviews.html.

Their Fates Intertwined: The Lees
of Alexandria in the War of
1812. Wednesday- Saturday, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, 1-4 p.m. Lee-

Fendall House and Gardens, 614
Oronoco St. A new exhibit on the
experiences of the Lee family in
Alexandria during the War of 1812
examines the contributions of
Alexandria’s citizens during the
conflict that led to the writing of our
national anthem through the lives of
this iconic Virginia family. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org or call 703-
548-1789.

Alexandria Cars and Coffee invites
car enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Owners of classic cars, hot rods,
exotic cars, motorcycles and more
meet to share car stories and drink
coffee. Group meets the first Sunday
of every month. 8:30-11 a.m.

Fifty Years of Collecting. Tuesday-
Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sundays 12-
5 p.m. Fort Ward Museum, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. An anniversary
exhibit of objects from the Fort Ward
collection. Free. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-746-
4848.

Dinner for the Washingtons. 11
a.m. at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. A walking tour
that goes behind the scenes to find
out how food was prepared and
served before the era of microwaves
and TV dinners. $7 in addition to
estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org.

Evenings at the Athenaeum.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. 7 p.m.
Second Thursday of every month.
Visit nvfaa.org to view concert
calendar and listen to upcoming
Second Thursday Music artists.

The Monday Morning Birdwalk
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RestaurantRestaurantRestaurant

127 N. Washington St., Alexandria • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Celebrating 34 years
serving Alexandria

Thank you for your support all these years.
We hope to see you soon.

Early Fall Specials
• Fresh Jumbo Soft Shell Crabs
   • Cold Soup Trio
     • Stuffed Avocado with Crabmeat
          • Cold Salmon Platter
              • Asparagus with Fresh
                     Smoked Trout

Patio seating available

By Hope Nelson

I
t’s slow-going, but Alexandria’s Carlyle neigh-
borhood is continuing to grow its residential
roots. From movie nights to art events, Carlyle

is becoming more than its traditional workaday ste-
reotype, filled with 9-to-5ers who skip town as soon
as they clock out. And the city is hoping that a weekly
happy hour might help grease the wheels of progress
even further.

The Carlyle Canteen, which runs from 5 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday through Oct. 11, is taking up shop
in the Courthouse Square Park at 400 Courthouse
Square, nestled between the Westin hotel and the
federal courthouse. The location makes it easy for

neighbors — residential and business
alike — to pop by on their way home
for a cold beer, a sampling from one of
the D.C. region’s food trucks, and some

live music.
“We thought that it would be nice to have guest

breweries to come in and have a platform for them
to showcase some of their beers,” said Maurisa Potts
of Spotted MP, who has partnered with the city to
bring this series to life. Expect the likes of Port City
Brewing, Mustang Sally Brewing, and Evolution
Brewing to join in the fun, as well as food trucks
such as the Big Cheese and Rocklands.

Summertime may have turned to autumn, but
there’s still plenty of good weather left this year, Potts
says — and plenty of reasons to get outdoors after
work.

“Summer’s not done! People still want to have
something to do before it starts getting cold,” she
said. “… We’ve got at least four more good weeks of
good weather.”

Here’s how it will work on-site: Guests will pick
up a wristband when they enter the park, which al-
lows them to partake of the beverages. And happy-
hour pricing will be in full effect, Potts says, making
the event an affordable way to kick back midweek
after work.

And though the courthouse has been under con-
struction for months, the show must go on. Pay it no
mind and come into the park, which remains in good
shape despite the overhaul taking place around it.

In fact, the current construction is part of the park’s
charm, Potts says.

“It’s a reason why we picked it — it’s a quaint little
courtyard, and one side of the courtyard is kind of
fenced off,” she said. “People still sit in the park and
enjoy the park, so why don’t we activate it with some-
thing fun?”

Along with the food and drink, the Free Flowing
Musical Experience will be in residence to play a
plethora of acoustical tunes each week.

“It’s just something fun, a fun initiative for the resi-
dents and tenants in Carlyle to break up the week
and have a hump-day happy hour,” Potts said. “… It
gives an opportunity for residents to meet their neigh-
bors.”

Hope Nelson owns and operates the Kitchen Recessionista
blog, located at www.kitchenrecessionista.com. Email her any
time at hope@kitchenrecessionista.com.

Fall Fun & Entertainment

Carlyle Canteen Sets Up Shop

Appetite

takes place weekly, rain or shine (except
during electrical storms, strong
winds, or icy trails), at 7 a.m. (8 a.m.
November through March), is free,
requires no reservation and is open
to all. Birders meet in the parking lot
at the park’s entrance at 3701
Lockheed Blvd. Direct questions to
park staff during normal business
hours at 703-768-2525.

Civil War Sundays. 1-5 p.m. at
Alexandria Archaeology Museum,
105 North Union St., #327. Learn
more about the Civil War as it
occurred in Alexandria. Find
dioramas, newspaper articles and
more Free. Visit
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org.

Doggy Happy Hour. Starting April 5,
Tuesdays through October 5-8 p.m.
at Jackson 20 and Hotel Monaco
Alexandria, 480 King St. Doggy
Happy Hour at Jackson 20 and the
Hotel Monaco Alexandria offers
specials on cocktails and beers plus
treats and water for canine
companions. Free, but drinks sold
separately. Visit www.monaco-
alexandria.com for more

Wake Up Wednesdays featuring The
Pop Up Cafe. 7-9:30 a.m. on
Wednesday’s near the King Street
Tunnel - Carlyle Entrance located
near 2000 Duke St. near Motley Fool.
The cafe will feature coffee, live
music to help commuters start the
day off right and donuts from Sugar
Shack. maurisapotts@gmail.com

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Community Dance. 7:30-9:30 p.m.

every third Friday at Hollin Hall
Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah
Road. Live music. Tickets are $4. Call
703-765-4573.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Drop-in for the session

and bring supplies to draw or paint
live models. Fee ranges from $8-$12.
All skill levels are welcome. Del Ray
Artisans is located at 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for a
schedule.

The Harmony Heritage Singers
(Mount Vernon Chapter of
Barbershop Harmony Society), a
daytime, a cappella, Chorus,
rehearses on the 2nd and 4th

Tuesdays, monthly, at Sherwood Hall
Regional Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Newcomers
welcome for fun or to book for a
performance. Visit
www.HHSingers.org, or call Bruce at
703-352-5271.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 28
“Twisted Masterpieces.” 6-9pm at

Port City Brewing Company, 3950
Wheeler Ave. Del Ray Artisans host
silent auction of 2D and 3D artwork
and live auction of furniture. $25.
Visit DelRayArtisans.org/event/
twisted-masterpieces.

Artists Reception. 7-9 p.m. at
Aldersgate United Methodist Church,
1301 Collingwood Road. Nina Tisara
will discuss her photo-documentary
studies of worship in Alexandria.
Email KKincannon@aldersgate.net.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 29
Georgetown Saxatones. 7 p.m. in

The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Proceeds, to benefit the Saxatones’
preferred charity the John
McNicholas Pediatric Brain Tumor
Foundation. $15/$10 members. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

Mummies in Concert. 7:30 p.m. at
The Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon
Ave. Funk rock band “Here Come the
Mummies,” in concert. Visit
www.birchmere.com.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 30
Film and Discussion. 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

at the Alexandria Black History
Museum, 902 Wythe St, Alexandria.
In the 23-minute film, Sam Ford,
local television reporter, talks about
being a descendant of Africans
owned by Native Americans. $5. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/BlackHistory.

Alexandria Seaport Foundation
Festival. noon-6 p.m. at Waterfront
Park, 1 Prince St. Community festival
celebrating the mission and programs
of the Alexandria Seaport Foundation
featuring live music, wooden boat
display, Anything that Floats race,
children’s activities, nautical
activities, beer/wine and local food.
Visit www.alexandriaseaport.org.

Write Like a Woman Workshop.
1:30-3:30 p.m. in The Athenaeum,
201 Prince St. A networking
workshop with KaNikki Jakarta for
women writers that uplifts and
inspires through writing. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

Mansion House Whiskey Tasting.
7-9 p.m. at Carlyle House Historic
Park, 121 N. Fairfax St. Local
historian, Rich Gillespie, will share
stories of the Civil War in Virginia
and guide the whiskey tasting
journey. $100. Call 703-549-2997 or
visit www.nvrpa.org.

SATURDAY/OCT. 2
Floral Workshop. 9:30-11 a.m. at

Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Professional floral
designer Betty Ann Galway, you learn
tips and tricks of the trade to apply to
your floral arrangements at home,
and Halloween designs.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring or call 703-642-5173.

OktoberFest. 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Port
City Brewing Company, 3950

Calendar
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By James Miessler

T
he Alexandria Seaport Foundation will hold
its annual Seaport Day festival this Satur-
day, Sept. 30, from noon to 6 p.m. Held at

the foot of Prince Street in Waterfront Park, the event
offers activities for people of all ages including a
variety of children’s activities, boat races and build-
ing, food and drink, and live music provided once
again by D.C. band 50 Year Storm.

“Everybody loves seeing all the wooden boats,” said
Kathy Seifert, the Seaport Foundation’s vice-presi-
dent of development. “The young families love the
children’s activities because they’re fun. The parents
love being able to have a glass of wine and listen to
live music while their kids are having fun.”

Most importantly, the event offers festival goers
the opportunity to contribute to the development of
the Seaport Foundation, which is funded by indi-
vidual donations. The revenue generated by Seaport
Day will support the foundation; founded in 1982,
the nonprofit is dedicated to helping at-risk youth
between the ages of 17 and 22 build the skills and

Chart Course to Seaport Day
Festival benefits
Alexandria Seaport
Foundation.

self-confidence they need to transition into the
workforce.

“It’s basically a 6-to-8 month program where kids
who are struggling with serious challenges ... what-
ever their struggles might be,” said Seifert, “They
come to us, and through adult mentoring and project-
based learning, and particularly the craft of wooden
boat building, they kind of get on the right path and
redirect their lives so they can become productive
and successful adults.”

In addition to learning skills that are applicable to
the workplace, the youths also learn their own in-
trinsic value and potential.

“The biggest thing they walk away with is a
newfound sense of self, self-esteem and self-confi-
dence,” said Seifert. “They really see that they are
capable of many things, and they leave here with a
new lease on life.”

Entry to Seaport Day is free; revenue is generated
through attractions like local food vendors and the
Rubber Duck Derby, which boasts prizes ranging from
stand-up paddleboards, overnight trips and gift cer-
tificates to local restaurants. The festival has been
held annually for over 15 years.

“As vice-president of development, my focus is
funding these programs,” said Seifert. “This is an
event that gives us the opportunity to showcase our
programs and missions which are supported by our
community, so without the local support, we can’t
do what we do to help the community.”

Fall Fun & Entertainment

Wheeler Ave. Benefit for The Campagna
Center and the New Neighbors
Program. Visit
www.portcitybrewing.com/.

TUESDAY/OCT. 3
Yoga on the Magnolia Terrace.

5:30-6:30 p.m. at Carlyle House
Historic Park, 121 N. Fairfax St. Join
yoga instructor Barbara Douglass for
vinyasa flow yoga on Carlyle House’s
Magnolia Terrace, every Tuesday in
October. Please bring water, a towel,
and yoga mat. Classes are $5 each or
$20 for 5 classes. Call 703-549-2997
or visit www.nvrpa.org.

THURSDAY/OCT. 5
Essential Oil Workshop. noon-1 p.m.

at Caring Acupuncture, 2111
Eisenhower Ave., Suite 402. Free
class — Essential Skin Care: How to
Nourish and Maintain Healthy,
Beautiful Skin with doTerra Essential
Oils. Email jennamdaniel@gmail.com
or call 479-426-2525.

Swan Lake Ballet. 7:30 p.m. at the
Rachel M.Schlesinger Concert Hall,
4915 East Campus Drive,The first
time the Russian Grand Ballet has
ever performed in Virginia. Visit
www.RussianGrandBallet.com.

OCT. 5-NOV. 5
On the Stage. 8:30-12:30 p.m. at at

MetroStage, 1201 North Royal Street.
“Are you Now or Have You Ever
Been…” written and conceived by
Carlyle Brown. Visit
www.metrostage.org or call 703-548-
9044.

OCT. 6-8
21st Annual Fall Wine Festival and

Sunset Tour. 6-9 p.m. at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon, 3200
Mount Vernon Memorial Hwy. Meet
“George and Martha Washington” on
the Mansion’s piazza. Guests
experience an evening tour of the
Washingtons’ home and are invited
to visit the basement where he stored
his wine. Call 703-780-2000 or visit
www.MountVernon.org.

SATURDAY/OCT. 7
Mount Vernon’s Blue Room

Reopens. 7-9 p.m. at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon, 3200
Mount Vernon Highway, Mount
Vernon. The Blue Room in the Mount
Vernon Mansion will reopen marking
the completion of a major seven-
month restoration. Visit
www.mountvernon.org.

OCT. 6-14
Alexandria Live Music Week.

Various times at venues throughout
the City of Alexandria. Over 50
venues and more than 175 artists are
set to perform over the course of the
nine days. Visit
www.alexandrialive.com.

OCT. 6-21
Drumming with Dishes on Stage.

Various times at Arts on the Horizon,
The Lab at Convergence, 1819 N.
Quaker Lane. A children’s story about
a girl and her imaginary friend, who
discover they can use ordinary
kitchen objects to make extraordinary

Calendar
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Fall Fun & Entertainment

music together. Visit
www.ArtsOnTheHorizon.org.

SATURDAY/OCT. 7
Art on the Avenue. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. at

Mount Vernon Avenue in Del Ray.
More than 300 artists such as
jewelers to silversmith and beaders,
woodworkers, pottery makers, soap
crafters, glass makers, unique
painters, sculptures, and fabric
artists, and musicians. Visit
www.artontheavenue.org.

Garden Experts Lecture. 8:30-12:30
p.m. at Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. Presenter
Marianne Wilburn shares “Big
Dreams, Small Garden” and Pam
Beck imparts “Movement Through
the Landscape.” Call 703-642-5173
or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/greenspring/.

Port City Oktoberfest Party. noon-9
p.m. at Port City, 3950 Wheeler Ave.
Call 703-778-0874 or visit
www.PortCityBrewing.com/the-
brewery/events.

‘Rip the Runway’ Benefit Fashion
Show. 4:30-7 p.m. at the U.S. Patent
& Trademark Office, 600 Dulaney St.
Every dollar raised will directly
support the Vola Lawson Breast
Cancer Memorial Fund, a memorial
fund established to raise money that
contributes to the cost of annual
mammograms for the women in
Northern Virginia. Call 909-245-
9661.

Oktoberfest. 3-7 p.m. St. Aidan’s
Episcopal Church and Day School,
8531 Riverside Road. German food
such as knockwurst, bratwurst,
potato salad; sides, beer and cold
drinks, live Oompa band, bake sale,
children’s games, petting zoo, moon
bounce. Visit
www.staidansepiscopal.com or call

703-360-4220.
Saturday Cinema at Carlyle. 6:41

p.m. on John Carlyle Square, 300
John Carlyle St. Featuring Alfred
Hitchcock’s “The Birds.” Free. Visit
www.AlexandriaVA.gov/CarlyleFun.

SUNDAY/OCT. 8
Museum Geek Tour. noon-1 p.m. at

the Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary
Museum, 105 S. Fairfax St. Basement
tour. Call 703-746-3852 or visit
alexandriava.gov/apothecary.

THURSDAY/OCT. 12
Fashion Show and Luncheon. 10

a.m. at the Mount Vernon Country
Club, 5111 Old Mill Road. The Yacht
Haven Garden Club is presenting
their 34th annual Fashion Show and
Luncheon, “Floral Fantasy.” Proceeds
will go to several agricultural
projects. For further information and
tickets contact: Kathy Ichter,
Ichter@verizon.net or call 703- 780-
8700

OCT. 13-15
2017 National Kids Yoga

Conference. 7 p.m. at the Nannie J.
Lee Community Center, 1108
Jefferson St. Learn the art of
successfully bringing yoga,
mindfulness, and social emotional
learning to the youth in your
community. Visit
conference.yokid.org/.

SATURDAY/OCT. 14
Drawing Workshop. 9:30-11 a.m. at

Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Artist and instructor
Caroline Hottenstein shows how to

use pen and ink, watercolor, graphite
and colored pencils to capture and
highlight details in insect illustration.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring or call 703-642-5173.

Watershed Cleanup Day. 9-11:30
a.m. at Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd. Opportunity for
individuals, students, families, scouts
and other community groups to be
part of this year’s International
Coastal Cleanup. Help clear the
earth’s arteries by collecting tires,
bed springs, bottles, cans and other
debris from your local waterways.
Visit bit.ly/FCPAwatershedClean.

Burgundy Fall Fair. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at
Burgundy Farm Country Day School,
3700 Burgundy Road, Alexandria.
Family fun for all ages: Zombie run,
pumpkin painting, moon bounce, live
music, used book and kids’ closet
sale, food tent. Free admission.
Proceeds from activity tickets and
food and merchandise sale benefit
student financial aid. Rain or shine.
Visit www.burgundyfarm.org or call
703-960-3431.

Touch-A-Truck. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at Walt
Whitman Middle School, 2500
Parkers Lane. An interactive event
that allows children to see, touch,

and explore their favorite big trucks
and heavy machinery, as well as to
meet the personnel who protect,
serve, & build the Alexandria
community. $5, children under 2 are
free. Visit
www.FortHuntPreschool.com.

Scottish Heritage Day. noon-4 p.m.
at the Carlyle House, 121 N. Fairfax
St. Scottish music, dancing, and
fashion as well as tours of the Carlyle
House. Call 703-549-2997 or visit
www.CarlyleHouse.org.

Painting in the Park. noon-4 p.m. at
John Carlyle Square in the Carlyle
District of Alexandria. 300 John
Carlyle St. Free. Visit
www.AlexandriaVA.gov/CarlyleFun

Outlandish Event. 1-4 p.m. at the
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary
Museum, 105 S. Fairfax St. Tour the
historic apothecary and learn about a
few of the herbal medicines featured
in Diana Gabaldon’s “Outlander”
series of novels from cascara to
dauco seeds. $18. Call 703-746-3852
or visit alexandriava.gov/shop.

Beer Tapping and Pet Adoption. 2-
5 p.m. at Port City Brewing
Company, 3950 Wheeler Ave. Port
City Brewing Company and Lost Dog
Café have partnered to support Lost
Dog and Cat Rescue Foundation by
brewing a limited-edition IPA for
National Adopt-a-Dog Month in
October. Lost Dog Rescue Ale will be
available for the first time in the
Tasting Room that day. Visit
www.portcitybrewing.com/ or
www.lostdogrescue.org.

Long Black Veil Happy Hour. 6-9
p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 N. Royal St. Enjoy Port City
beverages. $25. Visit
shop.alexandriava.gov/events.aspx.

Members Support Party. 7-9 p.m., at

See Fall Fun,  Page 33

Swan Lake
Swan Lake Ballet,
Thursday, Oct. 5
7:30 p.m. at the
Rachel
M.Schlesinger
Concert Hall,
4915 East Campus
Drive,The first
time the Russian
Grand Ballet has
ever performed in
Virginia. Visit
RussianGrand
Ballet.com for
more.
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Abogados de habla hispana para familias trabajadoras

Criminal Law

Landlord/Tenant Law

Consumer Protection

Family Law

Debtor Defense

Elder Law

A NON-PROFIT LAW FIRM WITH

AFFORDABLE SLIDING-SCALE FEES 

FOR WORKING FAMILIES

Executive Director:  Jonathan Y. Short, Attorney at Law

5845 Richmond Highway, Suite 230, Alexandria, VA  22303

(703) 962-7286
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joys it.”
According to Miller, this year’s event will feature

several hands-on art demonstrations.
“We have some wonderful demonstrations

planned, including a mosaic artist working with fur-
niture and a teacher and special needs student work-
ing together to create art,” Miller said. “This is a dif-
ferent way to see and appreciate art.”

More than 250 volunteers will begin setting up at
5:30 a.m. along Mount Vernon Avenue and not leave
until 8 p.m.

“It hits me when the banner goes up and I think
‘Wow! It’s really happening,” Miller said. “People will
get to see wonderful local art again.’”

Another local tradition for the past two decades is
the Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill pumpkin patch.
More than 20 nonprofit organizations benefit from
the proceeds from the pumpkin sale, including local
charities such as ALIVE!, Carpenter’s Shelter, Com-
munity Lodgings and Child and Family Network Cen-
ters. The sale runs throughout the month of Octo-
ber.

October is also Breast Cancer Awareness month.
“We are excited to have a breast cancer walk back

in Alexandria” said Dr. David Weintritt, founder of
the National Breast Center and Foundation. “Our area
has the highest rate of breast cancer and one of the
highest incidences of late stage breast cancer in the
country. The walk will raise awareness and funds
needed to help turn the tide.”

The Walk to Bust Cancer will take place Oct. 15 at
Fort Hunt Park at 8 a.m.

“The Walk to Bust Cancer will bring together breast
cancer survivors and their families, those currently
facing the disease and anyone who wishes to walk
to show their support,” said Martha Carucci, execu-

tive director of the National Breast Center Founda-
tion and walk organizer. For more information, visit
www.walktobustcancer.org.

New to Alexandria is the 42nd Annual Virginia
Wine Festival. The event will be held Oct. 14-15 from
noon-6 p.m. in Oronoco Bay Park and features Vir-
ginia wineries, craft exhibitors and seminars.
www.virginiawinefest.com

Mount Vernon Estate will hold two of its signature
events later in the month: The 20th annual Fall Wine
Festival and Sunset Tour Oct. 6-8 and the Fall Family
Harvest Days Oct. 21-22. www.MountVernon.org.

The Torpedo Factory Arts Center will host the 22nd
Annual Art Safari Oct. 21 from noon to 4 p.m. On
Nov. 3 is The Art League’s beer and art evening Art
on Tap.

Celebrating its 11th anniversary is the Alexandria
Film Festival Nov. 9-12. The festival highlights the
talents of local, national and international filmmak-
ers and provides opportunities for audiences to ask
questions and interact. www.AlexandriaFilm.org

The Del Ray Halloween Parade is celebrating 20
years and is slated for Oct. 30 on Mount Vernon Ave.
www.visitdelray.com.

For those looking to give back while enjoying a
night of food and fun, the Taste For Giving will take
place Oct. 20 at the U.S. Patent and Trademark Of-
fice. Sponsored by the Rotary Club of Alexandria,
the event raises money for dozens of local charities.
www.rotaryclubofalexandria.net.

For more fall events visit
www.visitalexandriava.com/fall.

Foliage, Festivals and Fun

Photo contributed

Mount Vernon Estate will hold its Fall
Family Harvest Days Oct. 22-22.

Photo contributed

Artist Jen Nicholson leads a demonstra-
tion outside the Del Ray Artisans during
last year’s Art on the Avenue. This year’s
festival will take place Oct. 7.
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enough solution.” He believes
council makes largely binary, yes/
no decisions about projects that
staff has already mostly conceived
in this manner, rather than an ar-
ray of options that meet the same
need. As a result, council can ad-
dress fewer capital needs in the
city-and-schools’ total “portfolio”
with available resources.

For example, Dunton previously
noted the cost to renovate city hall
— currently projected at $35 mil-
lion, not including the cost to relo-
cate operations temporarily. That
works out to “$435 [per] foot. Ig-
noring the historical aspect — the
geographic location of being in
downtown Old Town — [that cost]
for effectively an office building is
at the extreme high end of what it
would cost to acquire [and] reno-
vate a more modern facility,” he
said. The “critical city service” that
city hall provides is space for offi-
cials, the administration and citi-
zens to conduct the business of gov-
ernment. But that’s not the same
thing as a specific building. “It’s
easy to confuse the service with the
currently identified alternative.”

Others have expressed similar or
related opinions.

Task Force chair Lynn Hampton
wants a final result where “the
School Board and the City Council
… [are] “not going to get, ‘Here’s
the project.’ They’re going to get,
‘Here’s the project, here’s the con-
sideration, here’s the alternatives.’
… That’s what … we want pre-
sented to the council in the future
to make these decisions, so that
they have this thinking to make
these decisions.”

Task Force member Eric Wagner
said: “Are we going for the BMW
or are we going for the Cadillac or
are we going for the Chevrolet?
Because each of them has the ef-
fect of crowding out other things
… or making room for other pri-
orities. And that’s a decision that needs to
be reached at a level other than the depart-
ment heads, who are advocating on behalf
of individual projects.”

“Let’s separate ‘capability’ from ‘project,’
said Task Force member Elliot Branch. A
given capability need doesn’t automatically
demand one specific project or location;
others may fit the bill. He wants a “crisp
consideration” of all options. That should
entail more than “a bunch of guys sitting
around a table, saying, ‘Hey, we thought
about some stuff, but we really like it here,
so we’ll put that in a budget.’” Consider-
ation should entail “a clear scope around
the service to be delivered out of that par-
ticular capital project; the metrics used to
judge whether that service is being deliv-
ered adequately or not, and the capability

that particular project provides to deliver-
ing that service; the alternative[s] — either
places or means — of delivering that ser-
vice; and why this was chosen as the best
[option].”

Branch cited the plan to upgrade the city’s
vehicle maintenance facility as the best-ar-
ticulated need in a draft revision of project
descriptions. The $6.5 million plan’s justi-
fication reads: “Maintenance keeps the
building functioning properly, decreases
costly repairs, and promotes a healthy en-
vironment. … Fleet operations could be
heavily affected if building equipment fails.
Services such as snow removal, trash re-
moval, police response and many others will
be affected if fleet operations are hindered.”
Branch said, “I understand why they need
that ....” As a negative example, he cited

the proposed $6.8 million overhaul of
Gadsby’s Tavern. The justification says that
the building comprises a museum, restau-
rant and American Legion, and lists the
building’s problems. “I understand it needs
to be fixed. But I don’t understand why I
need it to deliver city services. … There’s
merit there, but we have not made that
merit explicit. And that needs to happen,”
he said. The Task Force has suggested
Gadsby’s Tavern, among other projects, as
a possible candidate for some degree of
privatization.

Task Force members have also expressed
doubt about the thoroughness of the vetting
of other slated projects, including a new
high school at the Minnie Howard campus
($118 million); school swing space at the
Nannie J. Lee Memorial Recreation Center

($42 million); replacing George
Mason Elementary School at its
current location ($41 million); a
new centralized pre-k center ($28
million); and renovation of the
health department building, which
“is more expensive than building a
building from scratch,” said
Dunton.

In the CIP development process,
department heads put forward their
capital project requests, which the
staff-comprised Peer Technical Re-
view Committee and Capital Im-
provement Program (CIP) Steering
Committee then flesh out and syn-
thesize into a draft CIP. Those bod-
ies report to the city manager, who
finalizes a CIP proposal for council
and the public’s consideration.

“Some [alternatives consider-
ation] gets addressed through the
management process and the man-
agement structure outside of the
CIP … and then inserts itself into
the CIP at the appropriate time,”
said Morgan Routt, the city’s bud-
get director, at an earlier meeting.

But City Manager Mark Jinks
does not believe the budget process
is, in its fundamental ordering,
driven primarily by the city bureau-
cracy rather than the council. He
explained in a series of earlier
emails: “We don’t start from a blank
slate with the CIP, but we start with
the 10-year plan that council had
adopted the previous May, as well
as with directions from many coun-
cil actions and processes that are
ongoing when council approves a
plan, or direction or feedback given
when staff gives an oral briefing.”
Moreover, “The fact that the CIP is
a 10-year plan (unusually long for
a local government) means that
most proposed projects are in the
‘out years’ for many years until their
funding years arrive. [This] allows
many years of visibility and trans-
parency for not only council but the
entire community, so that all stake-
holders can understand what is pro-
posed, and weigh in to staff and

council on capital investment proposals
many years before those proposals ever are
funded and approved.”

Similarly, “The schools … have [a Long
Range Educational Facilities Plan] with a
process that has looked into what actual
alternatives could be and they’ve vetted that
through their community,” said Task Force
consultant Kayla Anthony. “That may not
be the same of set of alternatives you want
them to look at. But there has been some
process followed for that.”

Still, “it actually doesn’t sound like alter-
natives were identified and fully vetted on
some of these [slated projects],” said
Wagner.

“We don’t know,” replied Hampton. Ad-
dressing that state of not-knowing has the
Task Force’s full attention.

How To Improve Transparency and Accountability

The annual process for building the city’s 10-year Capital Improvement Program (CIP)
or long-range budget for major infrastructure projects. An ad hoc capital planning
advisory task force, established by City Council to streamline existing city and public
schools facility projects and processes, has raised concerns about the vetting of
project alternatives. Task Force members have worried that capital projects take
shape inside government department “silos.” As a result, they say, City Council does
not have the full benefit of considering potentially cheaper options that would meet
the same needs, as well as free up resources for additional, currently unmet needs.
They want more systematic justification of departmental staff decision-making so that
council can better optimize the total city-and-schools capital portfolio.
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A
 sign outside Annandale United
Methodist Church on Saturday,
Sept. 23 read, “Welcome - Just
Neighbors DACA Clinic.” What

the sign didn’t say is that this would be the
final DACA Clinic.

U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions an-
nounced President Donald Trump’s Execu-
tive Order on Sept. 5 repealing Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA). Cur-
rent DACA recipients with a work permit
due to expire before March 5 can apply for
a two-year renewal but no new first-time
DACA applications can be filed.

DACA is a program that allows individu-
als meeting certain requirements, who ei-
ther entered the country illegally as chil-
dren or remained, to receive a renewable
two-year deferred action from deportation
and be eligible for a work permit. However,
a DACA permit is only a temporary protec-
tion and not a not a path to legal citizen-
ship.

Erin McKenney, director of Just Neighbors
Ministry, says 12 people were preregistered
for Saturday’s clinic with some walk-ins.
Immigration attorneys would review the
required paperwork to minimize errors and
the possibility of missing the deadline.
McKinney observes there haven’t been a lot
of people at the clinics recently. She specu-
lates that maybe they are filling out the
paperwork themselves. “I hope so.” She says
when they had “know your rights” clinics
early this year, a lot of the people who first
came out for the clinics were later afraid
they would be identified and people stopped
coming. They were worried that their fami-
lies were unprotected.

McKinney added, “In general the immi-
grants feel let down by the repeal. They feel
they are as American as anyone and have
never known any other country.”

Tori Andrea-Babington, an immigration
lawyer with Just Neighbors and director of
Legal Services for Northern Virginia Family
Services, says about half of the applications
are being processed by the United States

Customs and Immigration Service (USCIS)
“super fast and about half are taking about
six months. I think there has been a serious
effort to turn them around quickly.”

The immigration lawyers stood outside a
room of eight tables where applicants
worked through a pile of papers. The law-
yers will review the paperwork before it is
sent to USCIS.

McKinney calls the lawyers her “bullpen.”
She said, “They are the saviors,” and added,
“we don’t send anything forward that we
think won’t be approved. That just puts the
applicant in jeopardy.”

McKenney estimates there have been
about 2,000 people with DACA permits in
Northern Virginia since President Obama
established the program by Executive Or-
der on June 15, 2012. The Executive Order
was issued after several failed attempts by
Congress to pass permanent immigration
legislation referred to as the DREAM Act
bill. There were an estimated 800,000 in-

dividuals enrolled in the DACA program
nation-wide as of September 2017.

A MOTHER SITS along the wall of the
reception area with her 10-year old and 4-
year-old daughters who translate for her.
The mother is illegal, having come to the
United States in 2005. Her two youngest
daughters were born in the U.S. and there-
fore are U.S. citizens. They are waiting for
the 17-year-old daughter to finish her DACA
renewal application. The oldest daughter
joins them in the lobby and said, “I’m kind
of upset. I don’t remember much about El
Salvador, and my friends whose work per-
mits expire after March 5 won’t be able to
get a renewal.” They will be eligible for
deportation.

To be eligible for DACA, a recipient must
have come to the U.S. before their 16th
birthday and prior to June 2007 and have
been living continuously in the U.S. since
June 15, 2007. They must have been under

the age of 31 on June 15, 2012 and with no
lawful status at that time. They must have
completed high school or a GED, have been
honorably discharged from the armed forces
or be enrolled in school. They cannot have
been convicted of a felony or serious mis-
demeanor.

Just Neighbors Ministry Inc. is a non-
profit organization providing legal services
to low-income immigrants in Northern Vir-
ginia, focusing on humanitarian cases. Fifty-
eight percent of their clients live in Fairfax
with 16 percent in Arlington and others in
Alexandria, Prince William and Loudoun.
Eighteen percent of their cases are for
DACA. They have moved to a new location
at 7630 Little River Turnpike in Annandale.

This is the first part of a series focusing on DACA.

The Last DACA Clinic Applications for renewals
must be filed by Oct. 5.

Tori Andrea-Babington, an immi-
gration lawyer with Just Neigh-
bors, says USCIS is processing
about half of the DACA applica-
tions “super fast “and half are
taking about six months.”

A DACA applicant begins the pro-
cess of a two-year renewal of her
DACA status on Saturday, Sept. 23.
Applications for renewals must be
filed by Oct. 5 to be considered.

Erin McKenney, executive director
of Just Neighbors, says, since
2012, there have been around
2,000 people with DACA status in
Northern Virginia. Over 50 percent
of their clients are from Fairfax
with 16 percent in Arlington and
others in Loudoun, Alexandria and
Prince William.
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tition from the internet and other upcom-
ing waterfront destinations in the area. The
big threat discussed in City Hall and busi-
nesses across the city is The Wharf, a $2
billion investment by Washington D.C. into
waterfront properties in the southeast quar-
ter of the city.

“The threats that led to talk of the BID
are still out there: the internet and The
Wharf in D.C.” said Washington. “We need
to move forward with new strategies.”

Washington said part of this will involve
using more web content to help draw people
to Alexandria. Among the highlights of Visit
Alexandria’s annual meeting was new VR
technology showcasing 20 different local

attractions. In the reception after the meet-
ing, Visit Alexandria offered guests a chance
to utilize the VR headsets to tour locations
through Old Town.

Washington also said a push for Visit Al-

exandria in the coming year will be send-
ing the organization’s executive team to
more community events and into local busi-
nesses more frequently.

“We get a sense that our members in the

tourism industry understand what we do,”
said Washington, “but we need to do more
to make sure residents [and business own-
ers] know what we do and how important
tourism is to the city.”

Optimism and Caution at Annual Visit Alexandria Meeting

Source: 2016 Economic Impact of Domestic Travel on
Virginia and Localities, Virginia Tourism Corporation

Source: 2016 Economic Impact of Domestic Travel on
Virginia and Localities, Virginia Tourism Corporation
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Monday evening.
The meeting’s purpose was for BDAC,

comprised of community representatives, to
evaluate the project’s adherence to the
Beauregard Small Area Plan’s design re-
quirements. The committee must complete
its task in time for the project’s public hear-
ing in January and federal tax credit appli-
cation in the spring.

Residents from Goodwin House, an Epis-
copal-affiliated retirement community ad-
jacent to Resurrection, also turned out at

the BDAC meeting. After nearly two hours
of presentations from the project’s architects
and questions from BDAC members, the
retirees voiced near unanimous discontent-
ment.

Some of the residents’ concerns had to
do with safety: where children from the new
apartments will board their school bus;
children’s safety in the U-shaped apartment
building’s central courtyard; whether con-
gestion from the apartments’ parking ga-
rage might impede ambulance access to the
retirement community.

Many Goodwin residents’ concerns had

to do with esthetics.
“Unfortunately all three of the speak-

ers on behalf of the applicant talked a lot
about the use and how that has … im-
pacted their design,” said Catharine
Puskar, Goodwin House’s attorney. “We
heard about the project needing to throw
off enough money to build the [replace-
ment] church. We’ve heard about how we
can’t change windows because of econom-
ics. We’ve heard about the use of materi-
als because this is an affordable housing
project. … Goodwin House, Inc. has said
that we accept an affordable housing

building here. But … that doesn’t give the
right for the building to have any less
quality of design than you would expect
of a market-rate building.”

Several speakers criticized the appearance
of the building.

Two speakers approved of the design and
the underlying purpose to provide afford-
able housing.

BDAC will schedule another meeting, ten-
tatively Oct. 23, half of which will be re-
served for additional public comment. Re-
lated materials are available online at
www.alexandriava.gov/BeauregardPlan.

Neighbors React to Church’s Affordable Housing Plan

trying to create a cohesive sense of com-
munity in the North End. Proposed actions
include block parties and encouraging at-
tendance to community events like movie
nights through social media and promotion
through Charles Houston and ARHA.

Other improvements focus on improving
the safety of the local citizens. Some of that
is building trust between the community
and the police department with an empha-
sis on community policing and support for
the residential police officer program, but
the plan also includes tangible improve-
ments like establishing better streetscape
improvements through the Braddock
Streetscape Plan.

Hilary Orr, staff liaison from the City
Manager’s Office, said that many of the
plan’s goals don’t require funding from the
city. Many of the plan’s goals involve better
advertising and awareness of existing pro-
grams. Other proposed programs, offered
through the Charles Houston Rec Teen Cen-
ter, had support from fraternities or corpo-
rate sponsorship.

But there remains some skepticism that
the plan addresses one of the core problems
many local residents say contributes to
crime: fee increases and other prohibitive
measures at the Charles Houston Recreation
Center.

“We have lost the way,” said Kay Koroma,
a coach at the Charles Houston Recreation
Center. “I see kids on these streets pregnant
or on drugs.”

Koroma said one of the problems at the
recreation center is the requirement for
anyone using the facility carry mail show-
ing they live in the community.

“When I was a kid, you could just show
up,” said Koroma. “People there would help
you. Now, you can’t fill up a gym. Kids don’t
come in here. It’s empty on Friday and Sat-
urday nights when the old Charles Hous-
ton used to be packed.”

Mayor William Euille, who grew up in the
Berg Neighborhood and serves on the work
group, said Koroma may be looking at the
city’s past with rose-tinted nostalgia.

“Back then, there were still kids pregnant
and on drugs,” said Euille. “Things have
changed. It’s a Catch 22. As a kid, we used

to be able to go anywhere. But now we need
to know [who is in what facility] for ac-
countability. We’re accountable for the
safety and security of these kids.”

But Koroma wasn’t alone in his assess-
ment of Charles Houston. Several members
of the committee cited unfriendly staff at
the facility as a deterrent. Myra Matthews,
a member of the group representing the
Andrew Adkins Neighborhood, said her two
teen children refuse to go to Charles Hous-
ton and instead take a bus over to William
Ramsey Recreation Center because the staff
is friendly and there are better activities.
But across all of the recreation departments,
Matthews and other members of the group
pointed to fees for recreation departments
as being one of the deterrents.

Dara Shen, a community member on the
Work Group, said on summer nights the
local pool is filled almost entirely with white
youths even in a community center serving
one of Alexandria’s largest black communi-
ties.

According to the city’s fee compendium,
admission to the pool for teenages is $3 or
$53 for a season pass. Pool admission was
increased for each age group $1 as a reso-
lution approved for the FY 2018 budget. The
fees for the Power On Out of School pro-
gram was increased from $429 to $445
during the school year. Enrollment in most
youth sports costs $85, a $10 increase over
previous years.

Admission to the recreation center is free.
Pursuit of cost-recovery has led to the city’s

Department of Parks and Recreation gradu-
ally increasing fees over the years for use
of programs at the recreational facilities

“We do not set out to keep anyone from
participating,” said Jack Browand, division
chief of Recreation, Parks & Cultural Activi-
ties. “Yes, there have been fee increases. Is
there potential for individuals not to par-
ticipate because of fees? Yes. We do not pre-
clude anyone from participation based on
financial means. If there is a need, we have
financial assistance programs available. But
in response to the current fiscal crisis in the
city, we have had to adjust our fees. But
any fee increase we do is done through the
City Council approval process.”

A fee assistance application is available
at the city’s recreation department website.
Browand said classes and programs offered
through the recreation centers are offered
at market price.

Some in city leadership say the costs for
these programs are keeping local youths
from joining.

“I think the issue of late is how do recre-
ation departments cover costs and maintain
facilities with localities tightening their bud-
get,” said Councilman John Chapman. “A
practice over the last 10 years in recreation
departments across the nation has been to
have adjustable fees based on the needs of
the facilities to balance the department’s
budget and pay for staff. I think Alexandria
has taken that tactic as well by coming up
with some of the policy that we have sur-
rounding types of events and what levels

of fees.”
But Chapman said the getting local youths

into the recreation centers can already be a
challenge, and adding fees just makes that
harder.

“There does need to be an understand-
ing; if these are community or rec centers,
we want people in them,” said Chapman.
“We need to understand the balance be-
tween fees and cost recovery and competi-
tion. Getting people in a building, that’s
going to be competitive. People are going
to want to have other things they want to
do.”

For Chapman, there’s no question that the
fees have been a large barrier to keeping
youths from the local community away from
the facilities.

“Yes, we’re pushing people out with the
number of fees increasing year after year,”
said Chapman. “What city needs to do is
look at fee recovery schedule again. Use the
opportunity to look at the last couple years
of where we’ve had that in place and where
it’s been problematic, and where that’s able
to shift.”

Euille acknowledged that there might
need to be an examination of whether ex-
ceptions to the Parks Department’s fee struc-
ture could be made for Charles Houston.

The next meeting for the group is tenta-
tively scheduled for Monday, Oct. 16 in the
Charles Houston Recreation Center, where
a final draft report will be presented. In
November/December, the plan will be pre-
sented to the City Council.

Fees Cited as Barrier to Recreation Activities

Charles Houston Recreation Center The Andrew Adkins Neighborhood
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ComputersAnnouncements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN’S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 

FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

Announcements Announcements

Announcements Announcements

FULL-TIME
DRIVER NEEDED!!

Vinson Hall Retirement Community in 
McLean, VA is hiring a full-time Driver to 
provide daily transportation services for the 

Employment

CERTIFIED NURSING 
ASSISTANTS NEEDED!!

Vinson Hall Retirement Community in 

-

Employment

COUNSELING SERVICES: Integrated Counsel-
ing Services LLC provides individual counseling 
to adolescents, adults and single-parents (con-

sults and parent-child counseling). Accept BCBS/
CareFirst (commercial and federal), Cigna or 

self-pay. PPO plans only. 218 N Lee St. Suite 319, 
Alexandria, VA 22314. 703.348.7647. douglasriz-

zolpc@gmail.com. www.douglasrizzolpc.com.

Announcements

Medical Office Billing
/Office Assistant

Busy pediatric practice in 
Alexandria has FT opening, 

10-6, M-F, occasional Saturdays. 
No experience necessary. 

Call Lee-Ann at 703-914-8989, ext.128

Employment

Classified
To Advertise in This Paper, Call by Monday 11:00 am 703-778-9411

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

INVITATION TO BID NUMBER 170805

The Alexandria City School Board dba Alexandria City Public is seeking 

Unit (ACCU) replacement at George Washington Middle School located at 

A non-mandatory pre-bid conference will be held on September 21, 
2017 at 10:00 a.m. at ACPS Central Office located at 1340 Braddock 
Place, Alexandria, VA 22314. The pre-bid conference will take place in the 

All questions must be submitted via email, with the notation, “ITB No. 
170805, GW ACCU Replacement” on or before 3:00 p.m. on Septem-
ber 29, 2017

Sealed electronic bids ACPS’ Vendor Self-Service 
System on or before 3:00 p.m. October 6, 2017

Offerors submitting bids in the Vendor Self-Service System should 
also send (1) one original response on a USB flash-drive, labeled as 
“ITB 170805, GW ACCU Replacement” on or before 3:00 p.m. on 
October 6, 2017

-

https://
www.acps.k12.va.us/purchasing. Registration on the Vendor Self Ser-
vice system at https://acps.munisselfservice.com/ is required.

     Meloni Hurley
     Procurement Manager

Legals Legals

From Page 28

The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. The
Northern Virginia Fine Arts
Association invites members and
friends to join us for La Vie en Rose,
a French evening in the Athenaeum
Gallery. Visit www.nvfaa.org.

OCT. 14-15
42nd Annual Virginia Wine

Festival. noon-6 p.m. at Oronoco
Bay Park, 100 Madison St. Wine
tasting, festival access to the Virginia
Oyster Pavilion, and all concessions
and musical entertainment. $35-65.
Visit www.virginiawinefest.com.

Fall Fun & Entertainment

target, Jefferson Davis. Mary
Surratt and her son John are in the
way,” he said.

He said the challenge was bal-
ancing Bingham’s sense of moral-
ity — the treatment of women, his
fellow man, his religious beliefs —
with his burning desire to see jus-
tice. “These emotions are in con-
stant conflict,” he said.

Emily Golden is playing the role
of Anna Surratt, who is Mary’s 22-
year-old daughter. “During the
pre-assassination flashback
scenes, Anna is portrayed as a
happy young woman initially in-
fatuated with John Wilkes Booth,
the famous actor who comes to
their boardinghouse. However, we
also see Anna become increasingly
distraught in the present time af-
ter the arrest of her mother,
throughout the court proceedings,
and just before her mother’s ex-

ecution as the full magnitude of
the situation hits her,” she said.

She said the hardest part was
trying to stay true to the historical
truth of the character while find-
ing a way to bring raw emotion to
her portrayal on stage. “Some of
the more emotional scenes in this
play have pushed me further as an
actress than I have had to previ-
ously explore. Feeling the weight
of the energy needed to invest in
these emotions while simulta-
neously remembering that Anna
Surratt was a real person was ex-
tremely difficult,” she said.

Aldersgate Church Community
Theater is presenting “The Judicial
Murder of Mrs. Surratt” from Sept.
29 to Oct. 15. Tickets are $12 to
$15. Or $10 for group of 10 or more
tickets. The venue is located at 1301
Collingwood Road, Alexandria. Visit
www.acctonline.org.

Trial of the Century
From Page 22

Calendar
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

I don’t want to praise the Lord too much for
providing me with such a trivial and mundane
benefit but, I sure am grateful when my 112
pounds of cat litter arrives/is delivered to my
front porch, mere feet away from our cats’ litter
boxes. “Auto Ship,” baby. No more am I lugging
28 to 44 pound boxes of cat litter into our five-
indoor-cat household from the local supermarket
and/or pet superstore. I don’t want to plagiarize a
television “spokesthing” from my youth so I’ll
give “Speedy” from Alka Seltzer proper attribu-
tion when I write as enthusiastically as I can:
“Oh, what a relief it is!”

The litter is my second auto-ship of sub-
stance; having made an earlier/similar commit-
ment to 16 pound bags of dry cat food. I do get
some fancy, multi-vitamins auto-delivered and
my wife, Dina, as well receives special eye vita-
mins in the mail, but I thought that was the only
way to purchase them, given that the manufac-
turers were out of town so I never considered
them an auto-type ship. Previously, I had always
resisted inquiring about getting products deliv-
ered from a national company when they are
available locally. My thinking had been that since
I’m home during the day, and regularly in and
out doing errands at many of the stores that sell
this merchandise, why ship it when I can shop it?
It seemed redundant.

Now however, given the pleasure I felt when I
saw that litter sitting on the porch without my
having had to life one finger; well, a few fingers
initially when I “keystroked” my way through this
company’s online registration, the light has come
on. Moreover, given the neuropathy I have in my
feet, I’m tired of walking around those giant
warehouse stores. Sure, the local proximity and
availability is helpful but the bigger the buyer, the
more effort the unloading/restocking is required
at home. Perhaps I’ve simply come to a realiza-
tion, and not necessarily an accommodation to
my age, that less effort equals more overall value.
And if in addition to less effort, I can buy prod-
ucts at equal or even lower cost than doing so
locally, than I am sittin’ pretty in high cotton, if I
may double-down on the benefit?

Not that I’m overworked and underpaid for
the household duties I perform but, I’d rather be
under worked and overpaid, if you catch my
drift? And given certain realities to the many tasks
now performed by hand, it’s up to me to rein-
vent the wheel, so to speak. And so, I’m starting
to consider very seriously, ordering more stuff this
way, especially bulky/weighty stuff and to let my
fingers do the clicking rather than my arms and
legs doing the walking and carrying. Let commer-
cial/corporate America do the driving and deliv-
ering. I don’t have to prove my shopping mettle
anymore. I’m ready to sit back and let the boxes
do my talking.

I’m not quite ready to order food/perishable
however. I feel a certain sense of calm and seren-
ity wandering down supermarket aisles taking
mental inventory of what’s present and what’s
not — and what’s new and what everything
costs. Not that I try many things as anybody who
knows me knows, but occasionally, Entenmann’s
or Hostess or Nabisco will surprise me with a
new item and thus will have made the visit all
the more sweeter. I wonder if I’ll have the same
sensation perusing and clicking my way through
a site that so far has been unseen — by my eyes,
anyway. I guess it can’t hurt to explore a bit. I
mean, it’s not exactly the dark web. (Is it?) Nor
do I expect to use bit coins or have to create an
avatar for myself. Nevertheless, the process does
seem a little daunting; changing habits that have
become habitual, and routines which have
become routine. Seems a bit like turning an
ocean liner around after it’s headed out to sea.
They don’t turn on a dime and neither do I. Still,
I’m intrigued by the possibilities, and besides, I’m
nearly out of laundry detergent.

Perhaps a test is in the offing. I don’t think I’m
quite ready to join a club/pay a membership fee,
but I am open to investigating. Time will tell I
suppose, as will my first bill.

Ought To Ship Business Directory
To Advertise Your Business, Call Karen at 703-778-9422

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER GUTTER

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

TILE / MARBLE TILE / MARBLE

TILE / MARBLE TILE / MARBLE

Good is not 
good, where 

better is 
expected.

-Thomas Fuller

From Page 6

Debate
News

should be able to determine what they want
to do with their statues, although he added
he wants to see them in a museum.

“I think what is important is to talk about
some of the statues that aren’t built of
bronze, the inequities that we still have in
our society,” said Northam during the de-
bate. “Inequities in access to health care.
Inequities in access to voting rights. Ineq-
uities that we have in education.”

Views of the Affordable Care Act are also
expected to play an important dividing line
in the election. Northam has been consis-
tent in his support for expanding Medicaid,
criticizing Republicans for undermining a
system that has expanded health insurance
to millions of Americans who previously had
no coverage. Gillespie has been consistently
critical of the landmark achievement of
former President Barack Obama, although
he was noncommittal when asked about his
view of the reform proposal currently work-
ing its way through Congress.

“I’m not endorsing or opposing any spe-
cific legislation that is being talked about
right now. I haven’t had a chance to read
it,” said Gillespie after the debate, adding
that Virginia should not be punished for
declining to expand Medicaid. “But as a
principle I’ve been consistent in this regard,
and that is where I am today.”

PERHAPS NOTHING looms as large over
this election as Donald Trump. The presi-
dent has become a lightning rod of opposi-
tion and a rallying cry for people who feel
marginalized. Virginia was the only South-
ern state Trump lost, and polls show that
he remains unpopular here. Gillespie has
been trying to distance himself from the
president by opposing some of his budget
proposals and declining to answer questions
about whether he’ll ask Trump to campaign
for him in Virginia.

“Probably the biggest thing being hung
around Ed’s neck is the Trump administra-
tion,” said Republican strategist Dan
Scandling. “But depending where you are
in the state determines how much of a
weight that is. If you’re downstate, that’s
not a problem. If you’re up here in North-
ern Virginia, it’s a potential problem.”

Democrat Hillary Clinton won Virginia
with 50 percent of the vote, with Trump at
44 percent. Many of those presidential year
voters might not show up in an odd year-
election, when the electorate tends to be
older and whiter. For Democrats, the goal
heading into Election Day is to run up the
numbers in Northern Virginia and over-
whelm Republicans in parts of the state that
still support Trump. For Republicans, the
challenge is find some kind of way of em-
bracing Trump voters without alienating
independents who might feel conflicted
about the president.

“I think what’s really going to drive the
election is President Trump,” said Demo-
cratic strategist Ben Tribbett. “A lot of vot-
ers are going to vote either for or against
Ed Gillespie based on how they feel about
Donald Trump.”
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If you are looking for Outstanding Customer Service and 
Lasting Value, give Foster Remodeling a call!

If you are looking for a remodeling company that you can count on, then Foster Remodeling Solutions is 
the company for you! We may not be the least expensive, but the personal service, organized process and 
expert craftsmanship will leave you with value that outweighs the cost. For over 34 years we have been 
Northern Virginia’s First Choice for Home Remodeling Services. Call Today 703.672.2249 or online at 
FosterRemodeling.com.

Our Services
• Design-Build Remodeling

• Kitchen Remodeling

• Bathroom Remodeling

• Interior/Exterior Remodels

• Whole Home Remodels

• Home Additions

and much more!



Visit Our New 
Design and Selection Showroom

We took our own advice...we remodeled! We would love for you to come visit our new Design and Selection showroom. 
Along with top-of-the-line products and materials, we have created displays for you to browse through. Open cabinet 
doors, review our carpenters work and check out the latest design trends! Showroom tour appointments recommended.

August 2017

Kitchen and Bath Remodeling
Wednesday October 4th, 2017
7:00pm
Have you been dreaming about a 
remodeling project? Please join us for 
concepts, inspiration, and industry insight! 
Our talented design consultants will provide 

you with fun and educational information to guide you on 
your way. Understanding trends, terminology and material 
performance as well as the benefit of having a personal 
designer are just a few topics that will be covered in this 
seminar. 

Doors Open at 6:30pm - Seminar begins at 7:00pm
Call today to reserve your spot 703.672.2249 or online at 

FosterRemodeling.com under Seminars

Big Impact, Small Space
Saturday October 21st, 2017
9:30am
Confused about how to make the most of 
a small space?  Just because it’s small does 
not mean you have to compromise on style 
or function.  Join our creative design team

as they help you untap the potential of a smaller space. Using 
creative solutions, we will help you realize that there may be 
more than meets the eye! 

Doors open at 9:00am - Seminar begins at 9:30am
Call today to reserve your spot 703.672.2249 or online at 

FosterRemodeling.com under Seminars

Kitchen and Bath Remodeling
Saturday October 21st, 2017
11:00am
Have you been thinking about remodeling 
your kitchen or one of your bathrooms? Let 
us update you on the latest design tips and

trends. From layouts and new technologies to finishes and 
code requirements, Foster Remodeling Solutions will get 
you up-to-date. 

Seminar begins at 11:00am
Call today to reserve your spot 703.672.2249 or online 

at FosterRemodeling.com under Seminars


