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By Fallon Forbush

The Connection

M
cLean business leaders
learned about the history
behind the shaping of the
ever-expanding Tysons

area and how one man played a pivotal role
in transforming it from farmland to urban
core.

The late Gerald “Jerry” Halpin pioneered
the development of Tysons during his ca-
reer as co-founder and owner of West Group
Management LLC, a developer of commer-
cial, residential, and industrial facilities. The
Greater McLean Chamber of Commerce
hosted an intimate breakfast this month
where Halpin’s legacy was rehashed and
diners learned how he and his company
envisioned Tysons as an urban office and
shopping hot spot well before anyone else.

As the group dined at J. Gilbert’s in
McLean, John Ulfelder, the Dranesville Dis-
trict Fairfax County Planning Commissioner,
spoke about the late real estate guru’s risky
investment that he, family members and
business partners made in the 1960s, which
made his company one of the single largest
Tysons landowners.

The Beginning of Tysons: 1962
“Well, 1962 was an extremely important

year,” Ulfelder told the group. “That was
the year that the sections of the [Capital]
Beltway opened … It was the year that the
[Washington Dulles International Airport]
construction was completed and the airport
was dedicated, along with the [Dulles Ac-
cess Road] — no toll road.”

That year, Fairfax County also approved
the rezoning for the Tysons Corner Center
mall that would open in 1968 and began a
comprehensive planning process for the

area, according to Ulfelder.
“There was a lot of focus, a lot of atten-

tion,” he said.
Another event happened in 1962 that was

key to shaping Tysons into what it is today,
which involved the Ulfelder family.

“Jerry Halpin got on a plane with my uncle
Rudy Seeley and he flew to Mexico … to go
meet with my grandmother to talk to her
about having her put portions of her remain-
ing farmland in with Jerry and his partners,”
Ulfelder said.

Halpin and his West Group partners —
Thomas “Tom” Nicholson, Rudolph “Rudy”
Seeley and Charles “Chuck” Ewing — suc-
cessfully combined the Ulfelder and Storm
family dairy farms to form a property of
about 260 acres, which they developed into
the Westgate Office Park later that year,
Ulfelder said.

Again, Ulfelder reiterated that there was,
“a lot going on in 1962.”

Immediately, West Group sold off small
portions of land in the office park to gener-
ate cash and capital to build out the devel-
opment, “step-by-step,” Ulfelder said.

“They put themselves, their houses, their
families at financial risk because they be-
lieved in what they were doing and they
had confidence in what they were doing,”
Ulfelder said.

Later, West Group’s portfolio in the area
would total over 500 acres, according to
Ulfelder.

“Jerry saw the opportunity sooner than
some others, but he also had a vision; a vi-
sion over time that would provide invest-
ment opportunities for himself and his part-
ners and long-term growth,” Ulfelder said.

Mitre Corporation made its way to Tysons
in the 1960s, according to Ulfelder.

Planning Commissioner speaks about late
Gerald “Jerry” Halpin’s vision “still expanding.”

One Man’s Legacy
In Shaping Tysons

John Ulfelder, Dranesville District Fairfax County Planning Commis-
sioner and former senior vice president and partner of the West Group
Management LLC, spoke about how Gerald “Jerry” Halpin pioneered the
development of Tysons, starting in the 1960s.

News

See Halpin,  Page 5
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See Debate,  Page 11

By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

T
he campaign for governor is a
bit like a Rorschach test as the
candidates close in on the final
stretch toward Election Day.

Democrat Ralph Northam and Republican
Ed Gillespie are presenting a series of
inkblots to voters about everything from the
health of the economy to the value of Con-
federate statues.

How voters feel about President Donald
Trump and the Affordable Care Act may end
up playing more of a role deciding the fate
of the election than all the carefully crafted
policy proposals and press releases.

“The critiques that one is leveling at the
other that aren’t policy oriented are de-
signed to undermine the opponent’s base
but also energize their own base,” said
Quentin Kidd, professor at Christopher
Newport University. “But while they do have
to play politics and critique each other,
they’ve got to talk about policy, and they’ve
got to talk about the things they would do
to solve problems and make life better for
Virginians.”

Polls show Northam holding a steady but
slight lead since March, the last time
Gillespie was leading in a statewide poll of
voters. One of the most recent polls was
conducted by the University of Mary Wash-
ington earlier this month, which shows
Northam edging out a 5 percent win over
his rival — a lead that’s so slight it was
within the margin of error. Polls have
Northam crushing Gillespie in vote-rich
Northern Virginia. But they also show
Gillespie leading among independent vot-
ers and holding strong in conservative parts
of the state.

“You see a lot of undecided voters, which
means both campaigns have a lot of work
to do between now and November,” said
Stephen Farnsworth, professor at the Uni-
versity of Mary Washington. “When you

take out the portions of the electorate who
will reflexively vote for a Democrat or a
Republican, you are left with people who
are going to be motivated by community-
level issues.”

THE DEBATE in Northern Virginia on
Sept.19 illustrated the fickle nature of Ror-
schach politics in the age of Trump as both
candidates tried to shape the narrative.
Sponsored by the Northern Virginia Cham-
ber of Commerce and moderated by Chuck
Todd of NBC’s “Meet the Press,” the tele-
vised debate was held at Capital One head-
quarters in McLean on Sept. 19. Panelists
included Julie Carey of NBC4, Aaron
Gilchrist of NBC4 and Mark Rozell of
George Mason University.

Several times during the debate, Gillespie
rattled off a series of data points about slug-
gish job growth and stories of people leav-

ing Virginia to move to other states. His
solution to the perceived weakness is a 10
percent reduction in the individual income
tax rate, a proposal that would cost more
than $1 billion over the next five years.

“We have tended to put a lot of focus on
what I call whale hunting — trying to get a
Fortune 100 company to move lock stock
and barrel into Virginia,” said Gillespie af-
ter the debate. “And I’m all for it. We need
to make a run at Amazon, and we’re going
to. But that can’t be the singular focus of
our economic development agenda and vi-
sion.”

Northam criticized Gillespie’s plan as a
tax cut for the wealthy, a proposal that
would blow a billion-dollar size hole in the
budget and crowd out spending for roads
and schools. Instead, he said he would like
to continue on the path of current Gov. Terry
McAuliffe’s “New Virginia Economy,” em-

phasizing lowering the unemployment rate
and a series of corporations that have
moved their headquarters to the common-
wealth. During one point in the debate,
Northam turned to Gillespie and said all his
trash-talking about the Virginia economy
could prevent Amazon from setting up shop

Candidates for governor present inkblots on
issues from health of the economy to the
value of Confederate statues.

Rorschach Politics
Democrat Ralph Northam (right) speaks at the Sept.19 debate.Republican Ed Gillespie speaks at the Sept.19 debate.

Photo courtesy: Washington Post

At the end of Tuesday’s debate Gillespie and Northam share a hand-
shake. The debate was notable for its civility on all sides.

“You see a lot of
undecided voters,
which means both
campaigns have a lot
of work to do between
now and November.”

— Stephen Farnsworth,
professor at the University of

Mary Washington

in Virginia.
“Right now, Ed, we are having negotia-

tions with Amazon — 50,000 jobs,”
Northam said to Gillespie. “Amazon doesn’t
want to hear from people like you, espe-
cially if you want to be the next governor,
that we are doing poorly in Virginia.”

CONFEDERATE STATUES are creating
an emotional flashpoint in the campaign, a
disagreement between the candidates high-
lighted by the violent clashes that erupted
in Charlottesville after white supremacists
marched across the campus of the Univer-
sity of Virginia chanting Nazi slogans and
holding tiki torches. Gillespie said the stat-
ues should stay in place with some added
context, and he called for adding a statue
of Virginia’s first black governor to the state
Capitol. Northam said local communities
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Opinion

By Dave Marsden

State Senator(D-37)

S
ome people love
to play fantasy
football.

Almost all of us love
to play fantasy politics. Fantasy
politics occurs when we become
enamored of a candidate be-
cause somehow their back-
ground fits our ideal and we im-
bue them with characteristics
that we have determined would
make for a great chief execu-
tive. Be that a president or, in
our upcoming election, a gov-
ernor. However, our judge-
ments are often unrelated to an
individual’s knowledge and
ability to succeed in office.

It is often a harmless exercise
and it does stimulate conversa-
tion around how we address the
problems that confront us but
we need to be careful. This year
in Virginia we have a choice to
make in our gubernatorial elec-
tion. What I think we tend to
undervalue, because we have
limited exposure to it, is the
importance of existing relation-
ships for a governor with the
legislature and the role that
plays in getting important
things done.

I am as guilty as anyone of
playing this game but the
longer I have been in elected
office the more I realize that
relationships are key to a
governor’s success in dealing
with the legislature. Working
with each other on bills, reso-
lutions, and budget determina-
tions is the way legislators of
both parties get to know, re-

spect, and feel comfort-
able with each other’s
judgments.

We have the opportu-
nity this year to elect someone
who is known, respected, and
even liked by Republicans and
Democrats in both the House
and Senate of Virginia. Lt. Gov.
Ralph Northam served in the
Senate for six years before be-
coming Lieutenant Governor
and it’s easy to see the affection
legislators have for him, regard-
less of political party. (This is
in addition to his background
as the head of the Honor Coun-
cil at the Virginia Military In-
stitute, his years as an Army
doctor working on our seriously
wounded during Desert Storm
and the outstanding career he
has maintained as a pediatric
neurologist.) Does that mean
that everyone will blindly fol-
low his lead? Of course not. But
what it does mean is that his
conversation with the legisla-
ture as governor starts with fa-
miliarity and trust, allowing for
compromise and progress for
the citizens of Virginia.

You only get four years as
governor in our Common-
wealth. Spending your first year
introducing yourself to every-
one in Richmond has proven
not to be a productive use of
time. Our Commonwealth has
been in a sustained period of
growth and stability as we re-
cover from the Recession of

Playing Fantasy Politics
Commentary

“D
ire and urgent.” Those are the
words used by U.S. Sen. Mark
Warner to describe the need
to turn back the most recent

attempt to repeal and replace the Affordable
Care Act.

In addition to repealing and replacing the
Affordable Care Act with a plan that
would result in chaos, the Graham-
Cassidy bill also repeals Medicaid as we
know it, Virginia’s senators said in a
call with reporters last week.

“Why are they going after Medicaid?” asked U.S.
Sen. Tim Kaine. Per capita caps on Medicaid have
“nothing to do with the Affordable Care Act.”

The proposed cuts include $243 billion less
between 2020 and 2026 for the ACA’s expan-
sion of Medicaid, and cuts to the rest of Med-

icaid of $175 billion during the same period,
according to the Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities analysis. The cuts would grow dra-
matically in 2027, with nearly $300 billion
more in cuts that year alone.

“Why go after Medicaid? Why?” Kaine asked
again. Kaine is pretty sure he knows the an-

swer: To generate money for billions
in tax cuts for the wealthy.

“Senators who support this [repeal],
who think that the Federal government

should not be paying for health care for the
poor, for the aged, for the disabled, are plan-
ning to give this money to the wealthiest
Americans in tax cuts.

“We must resist that at all costs.”
While the Graham-Cassidy bill appears to

lack the votes to pass right now, and many

people predict that the Senate will move on
from trying to repeal and replace the afford-
able care act, vigilance is still required.

These ongoing efforts to repeal the Afford-
able Care Act also threaten the quality of cov-
erage for everyone by shredding protection
on pre-existing conditions, by stripping fund-
ing for addiction and mental health treat-
ment in the midst of a nationwide opioid epi-
demic, by allowing lifetime caps on cover-
age that would leave the most seriously ill
patients without coverage, by undermining
what constitutes “essential benefits,” the very
definition of what one expects to be covered
by insurance.

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Does current repeal effort set the stage
for billions in tax cuts for the wealthiest?Dire and Urgent

Editorial

See Marsden,  Page 10

See Plum,  Page 10

By Kenneth R. “Ken”

Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

F
airfax County is
celebrating the
275th anniversary

of its formation when in 1742 it
was split off from Prince William
County to be a separate county en-
compassing what we now know as
the current county plus Loudoun
and Arlington Counties and the
cities of Alexandria, Falls Church,
and Fairfax. It was named for Tho-
mas, sixth Lord Fairfax who had a
proprietary of 5,282,000 acres. For
a time a part of the county that is
now Arlington County and the City
of Alexandria was a part of the 10
square miles that makes up the
District of Columbia until those ju-
risdictions were returned to Vir-
ginia.

Fairfax County is compared to-
day with jurisdictions throughout
the country as it leads in economic
growth and development in many
ways. That national comparison
was not always appropriate. In its
early years it was a struggling com-
munity raising tobacco with the
labor of enslaved black persons. By
1749 the county’s population was
28 percent enslaved persons; by
1782 that number had reached 41
percent.

The county’s early fame came
from its two most important resi-
dents: George Mason who wrote
the Virginia Declaration of Rights
and the Virginia Constitution and
whose work led to the Bill of
Rights in our national Constitution
and George Washington who as
our first president brought the
country together and whose ser-
vice in office set important prece-
dents that continue today.

Surprisingly Fairfax
County voted with the
South to secede from the
Union leading up to the

Civil War. While the County was
not the scene of major military
battles, there were many skir-
mishes and an almost constant
flow of troops passing through it.
After the war and reconstruction,
investments started to flow to the
county that helped its recovery.
Although still an agricultural com-
munity at that time, the following
decades brought significant
changes that led to the community
as we know it today.

Not surprisingly, one of the big
issues was transportation. In the
early years most settlements were
along the rivers that provided a
means for transporting tobacco
and crops. As inland developments
occurred there was no governmen-
tal mechanism for building roads.
Those that were in place were nar-
row without a hard surface. New
turnpikes supported by tolls in-
cluded the Little River Turnpike,
Columbia Turnpike, Leesburg
Turnpike and Falls Bridge Turn-
pike. The start of railroads before
the Civil War accelerated with the
electric trolley lines that followed.
It is estimated that as many as a
million passengers or more were
carried per year by the Washing-
ton, Alexandria, and Mt. Vernon
electric railways that ran 30 trips
per day.

The growth of the federal gov-
ernment after the Great Depres-
sion and the World Wars brought
huge growth to Fairfax County. Its

Fairfax County at 275 Years
Commentary

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered

to homes and businesses.
Published by

Local Media Connection LLC

1606 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Free digital edition delivered to
your email box. Go to

connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com

Kemal Kurspahic
 Editor ❖ 703-778-9414

kemal@connectionnewspapers.com

Fallon Forbush
Reporter

fforbush@connectionnewspapers.com

Andrea Worker
Reporter

aworker@connectionnewspapers.com

Mike Salmon
Editorial Assistant

mclean@connectionnewspapers.com

ADVERTISING:
For advertising information

sales@connectionnewspapers.com
703-778-9431

Trisha Hamilton
Display Advertising

703-624-9201
trisha@connectionnewspapers.com

Debbie Funk
National Sales
703-778-9444

debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com

David Griffin
Marketing Assistant

703-778-9431
dgriffin@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor & Publisher
Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
@MaryKimm

Executive Vice President
Jerry Vernon

703-549-0004
jvernon@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor in Chief
Steven Mauren

Managing Editor
Kemal Kurspahic

Art/Design:
Laurence Foong, John Heinly,

Ali Khaligh
Production Manager:

Geovani Flores

Special Assistant to the Publisher
Jeanne Theismann

jtheismann@connectionnewspapers.com
@TheismannMedia

CIRCULATION
circulation@connectionnewspapers.com

McLean



McLean Connection  ❖  September 27 - October 3, 2017  ❖  5www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

For a free digi-
tal subscription
to one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.connect
ionnewspapers.
com/subscribe

Be the first to
know – get your
paper before it
hits the press.

Complete digital
replica of the
print edition,
including photos
and ads, deliv-
ered weekly
to your e-mail
box.

Questions?
E-mail:
goinggreen@
connection
newspapers.com

From Page 2

News

“You see what presence Mitre has today,”
he said. “They started out with a 10,000-
square-foot building in the mid ’60s in
Westgate. It was their first building outside
of Bedford, Mass.”

Companies ebbed and flowed with the
economy, but Tysons continued to grow.

The Gannett Company moved from Ar-
lington into Tysons in the ’90s by purchas-
ing property in Westgate, Ulfelder said.
Capital One Financial would later purchase
28 acres from the West Group to build its
Northern Virginia corporate campus in
2000.

The bank is now redeveloping its more
than 5.2 million-square-foot site in Tysons
to include its corporate headquarters, pub-
licly-accessible parks and open space, a per-
forming arts venue, and retail space.

“Jerry — early on — saw the evolution,”
Ulfelder said. “Jerry stuck with his vision,
even when we went through various mar-
ket changes and ups and downs,” he added.

The ‘HENS’
The years 1990 and 1991 were tough for

commercial real estate, Ulfelder said, hav-
ing started working for the West Group af-
ter law school in 1989, a year after his uncle
died.

“We went through some changes, but
Jerry continued to have strong confidence
in the future of Tysons while he was watch-
ing others kind of sort of fall by the way-
side and stuck with it,” he said.

Ulfelder received an education in business
by watching his uncle’s business partners
at work.

“What I learned was, if there was an is-
sue that was to be decided … Jerry, Tom
and Chuck would have known exactly what
the other one thought,” he said. “In other
words, they had worked together so well
and so closely that they had a built-in sense
of each other’s positions, and they helped
support each other; and they all represented
different facets of the decision-making pro-
cess.”

The four were referred to as the HENS:
H: Halpin was a World War II veteran who

served on a Navy construction battalion and

possessed a background in land acquisition;
E: Ewing possessed an engineering and

construction background;
N: Nicholson possessed a finance back-

ground; and
S: Seeley possessed strong roots in the

community and a banking background.
“It was an education for me to watch Jerry

as a negotiator,” Ulfelder said. “If things
were starting to get sticky, he would blame
it on the lawyers,” he added.

Ulfelder also spoke of Halpin’s strong
community involvement. In his lifetime, he
served as a trustee or board member of the
American Horticultural Society; National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation; Frontier
Foundation; West Lynch Foundation; Inter-
national Together Foundation; American
Museum of Immigration; National Parks
and Recreation Association; Virginia Mu-
seum of Science; Wolf Trap Foundation;
Boarder Baby Project Gala; Medical Care
for Children Partnership; and Northern Vir-
ginia Community College Awards Dinners.

Halpin also supported local groups like
the McLean Orchestra and the McLean
Project for the Arts, according to Ulfelder.

“Jerry encouraged his employees to be
involved in different community organiza-
tions, both civic and nonprofit — whatever
was of particular interest to them,” Ulfelder
said.

Tysons Still Redeveloping
Halpin’s interest in farm land nestled in

between Vienna and McLean was an invest-
ment that certainly paid off.

In 2010, at age 87, Halpin sold the West
Group’s entire Tysons portfolio. At his death
in January at the age 94, Ulfelder said
Halpin’s vision is still expanding.

When Amazon announced that it was
looking for a second headquarters earlier
in the month, Ulfelder said he was certain
the Fairfax County Economic Development
Authority would ensure that the Seattle-
based electronic commerce and cloud com-
puting company would “take a hard look at
landing” in Tysons.

“People have always spoken about
McLean as a suburb of Washington, but
maybe now it’s more of a suburb of Tysons,”
he said.

Halpin Honored

Tysons McLean Orchestra
Presented at
Chamber’s Breakfast
The Greater McLean Chamber of Commerce
breakfast included a Nonprofit Spotlight
presentation, where Ann Page, the new
executive director of the McLean Orchestra
as of Aug. 1, introduced herself and an-
nounced that the orchestra is changing its name to the Tysons
McLean Orchestra. She explained that adding “Tysons” to the name
will help the orchestra avoid being confused with the McLean Sym-
phony and will also reflect its plans on playing in performance
venues that are being constructed in Tysons. “We’re excited about
the new name and we believe that we’re going to be very active in
Tysons as well as McLean,” she said.
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Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
Great Falls Farmers Market.

Saturdays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 778 Walker
Road, Great Falls. Music, vendors,
fresh produce, fresh prepared food,
delightful bakery, spices from around
the world, wild-caught fish, grass-
fed, free-range meats, organic-fed
poultry and eggs. Email
kathleen@greatfallsfarmersmarket.org
for more.

McLean Farmers Market, Fridays,
through Nov. 17, 2017; 8 a.m. to
noon, 1659 Chain Bridge Road,
McLean, Master Gardener Plant
Clinic on site to answer questions
about plants in your landscape

Vienna Saturday Farmers Market,
through Oct. 28, 8am-noon,
sponsored by the Optimist Club,
Across from Vienna Volunteer Fire
Department in parking lot of Faith
Baptist Church, 201 Center Street
South, Vienna

Free Tai Chi. Every Saturday, from
7:55-9 a.m., Introduction and
Beginners’ Practice, meet on the
outdoor basketball court located
directly behind the Dolley Madison
Public Library, 1244 Oak Ridge Ave.
in McLean Central Park, McLean. Call
703-759-9141 or visit
www.FreeTaiChi.org for more.

The Freeman Store & Museum
Wednesday through Sunday noon-4
p.m. 131 Church St. NE, Vienna. The
Freeman Store & Museum is
dedicated to Preserving and
promoting Vienna’s heritage through
the identification, preservation, and
interpretation of history significant
places, events, and persons.
Historicviennainc.org

Weekly Storytime. Wednesday and
Saturday. 11 a.m. Barnes & Noble,
7851 L Tysons Corner Center,
McLean. Themes and titles vary. Free
admission.

Bingo Night. Sundays. 4 p.m. Flame
Room, Vienna Volunteer Fire
Department, 400 Center St. S,
Vienna. $10. www.vvfd.org/
bingo.html.

Gentle Yoga. Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.
Emmaus United Church of Christ,
900 E Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
Saturdays, 9:30 a.m. Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of Fairfax,
2709 Hunter Mill Road, Oakton.
Gentle Kundalini Yoga, one free
introductory session, senior
discounts. Increase flexibility,
improve breathing and health, reduce
stress. Ravi Kaur has 15 years
experience teaching yoga. $15 per
session. www.edimprovement.org.
571-213-3192.

Fishing Rod Rentals 8700 Potomac
Hills St., Great Falls. Rentals
available during visitor center hours.
Fishing tackle and live bait are
available for purchase. Reservations

required for group rentals. $6/rental
(2 hour max). Valid driver’s license
required. Rod/reel combinations are
perfect for beginners and children. A
Virginia or Maryland freshwater
fishing license is required for those
16 years or older. The park does not
sell fishing licenses.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
riverbend-park/

Colvin Run Mill open 11 - 4 p.m.
daily, closed Tuesday. 10017 Colvin
Run Road, Great Falls. Fairfax
County’s operational 19th century
water powered gristmill, offers
recreational and educational
activities for all ages through daily
tours, school programs and special
events. Fees: $7/adult, $6 students
16+ with ID, $5 children & seniors.
Admission to park is free except for
some special events.

Fundamentals of Watercolors.
Mondays 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at The Arts
of Great Falls, 756 Walker Road,
Great Falls. Artist Lorrie Herman will
help students get comfortable
working with watercolors and
understanding this medium. Visit
www.greatfallsart.org for more.

Evening Painting. Tuesdays 6:30 -
9:30 p.m. at The Arts of Great Falls,
756 Walker Road, Great Falls. Jill
Banks focuses on oil painting
fundamentals with two sessions each
of still life, landscapes, and portrait/
clothed figure from a live model.
Visit www.greatfallsart.org for more.

Fall Fun & Entertainment

THURSDAY/SEPT. 28
Tysons Tailgate Fundraiser. 4-8

p.m. at Valo Park, 7950 Jones Branch
Drive. Play bocce, corn hole, beer,
wine, food trucks, live music by
Justin Trawick, raffle prizes, and an
opportunity to help our neighbors in
need, Second Story, the only youth
emergency shelter in Northern
Virginia. $25/ticket in advance, $30
at the door. Visit
www.tysonspartnership.org for more.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 30
Harvest Happenings. 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

at St. Luke’s School, 7005
Georgetown Pike, McLean. Live
entertainment, a petting zoo, crafts
and games. All activities are free,
except for the cost of purchasing
pumpkins for crafts activities and
food concessions. Visit
www.mcleancenter.org for more.

SUNDAY/OCT. 1
McLean ArtFest. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at

McLean Central Park. Activities
includes Children’s Artwalk, Open Air
Art Studio, a variety of STEAM
(STEM+Art) experiences and food
from local restaurants. Visit
mpaart.org/mpaartfest for more.

SATURDAY/OCT. 7
Vienna Oktoberfest.11 a.m.-7 p.m.

along Church St., Vienna. Live
entertainment on three stages, beer,
food, games, German Auto Show.
Visit www.viennaoktoberfest.org/ for
more.

Fall Fest. 3-7 p.m. at Francis Episcopal
Church, 9220 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Featuring local food,
music, wine tasting, children’s
activities, and a fabulous silent
auction. Call 703-450-0321 or visit
www.stfrancisgreatfalls.org/ for
more.

2017 Oktoberfest. 6-9 p.m. at The

Harvest Happenings
On Saturday, Sept. 30, it’s outdoors for “Harvest Happen-
ings,” 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at St. Luke’s School, 7005
Georgetown Pike, McLean. Live entertainment, a petting
zoo, crafts and games. All activities are free, except for
the cost of purchasing pumpkins for crafts activities and
food concessions. Visit www.mcleancenter.org for more.

Pavilions of Turkey Run, 6310
Georgetown Pike, McLean. Attend
the Claude Moore Colonial Farm’s
2017 Oktoberfest to help support the
programs and services of this
privately operated local National
Park and living history working farm.
$35 Adults; $25 Volunteers; $12 Kids
6-12; Kids under 6 free admission.
Email jengle@1771.org for more.

OCT. 20-22
Great Falls Studios Tour. 10 a.m.-5

p.m. at various venues in Great Falls.
A self-guided driving tour of local
artists in their personal studios. This
three-day event is family-friendly,
free, and offers the opportunity to
see art being made in the community.
Artists will be available 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Friday, Saturday and Sunday,
rain or shine. Visit
www.greatfallsstudios.com for more.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 25
71st Annual Halloween Parade. 7

p.m. on Maple Avenue, Vienna. Join
friends and neighbors, ghouls and
goblins for one of Vienna’s traditions:
the 71st annual Halloween Parade,
hosted by the Vienna Business
Association. Pre-registration is
required for businesses and
organizations who wish to march in
the parade. No registration needed
for children who want to wear
costumes and walk in the parade;
children must be accompanied by
their mummy or another adult. Visit
bit.ly/2huu6L0 for more.

SUNDAY/OCT. 29
Spookappella Halloween Jam. 2

p.m. at Jammin Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. Cover band rocking R&B,
Hip-Hop, Funk, and soul hits of the
last five decades. $10 in advance,
$15 at the door. Visit
www.jamminjava.com for more.

Fall Favorites

Calendar

Artists Take Over McLean Central Park
MPAartfest is an annual community-wide cel-

ebration of the visual arts presented by McLean
Project for the Arts.

During MPAartfest on Sunday, Oct. 1, 10 a.m.-5
p.m. McLean Central Park is transformed into a
landscape of mini art galleries showcasing and of-
fering for sale the work of acclaimed artists from
the Mid-Atlantic region.

McLean’s only juried arts festival will showcase

50 local and regional visual artists. Presented in
cooperation with lead community sponsor McLean
Community Center, this free event features con-
temporary art in a variety of media, Children’s Art
Walk, hands-on art studio, STEAM experiences,
food vendors, and live music throughout the day,
making MPAartfest a must-attend community
event for art lovers of all ages.

Visit mpaart.org/mpaartfest for more.

File photo by

Steve Hibbard

Artist’s
booths
line the
MPAartfest
2015 at
McLean
Central
Park in
McLean.
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THURSDAY/SEPT. 28
Tysons Tailgate Fundraiser. 4-8

p.m. at Valo Park, 7950 Jones Branch
Drive. Play bocce, corn hole, beer,
wine, food trucks, live music by
Justin Trawick, raffle prizes, and an
opportunity to help our neighbors in
need, Second Story, the only youth
emergency shelter in Northern
Virginia. $25/ticket in advance, $30
at the door. Visit
www.tysonspartnership.org for more.

Frank Family Wine Dinner. 7 p.m.
at Ruth’s Chris Steak House, 8521
Leesburg Pike, Tyson’s Corner. The
dinner is hosted by Beverage
Manager Peter Sobota and guest
speaker Master Sommelier Liza Gallia
of Frank Family Vineyards. $125. Call
571-422-8788 or email
salestysons@ruthschris.com.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 29
Meet the Artist. 10 a.m.-noon in

rooms 1 and 2 at the Dolley Madison
Library,1244 Oak Ridge Ave.,
McLean. A presentation by local artist

Gwen Bragg, an artist member of the
Virginia Watercolor Society and the
National Watercolor Society, and
past president of the Potomac Valley
Watercolorist. Call 703 356-2998 for
more.

Dance Party. 7-10 p.m. at The Old
Firehouse, 1440 Chain Bridge Road,
McLean. Teens can enjoy catered
food and drinks while immersing
themselves in music played by a DJ,
for 7th-12th graders. $5. Visit
www.mcleancenter.org for more.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 30
Myasthenia Gravis Benefit. 9 a.m.

at South Run Park, 7550 Reservation
Drive, Springfield. Oakton resident,
Tom Larsen and his team, “Tom’s
Rockets – Blast Off for the Cure,” are
raising money and boosting
awareness of the incurable
neuromuscular disease Visit
www.myasthenia.org/ for more.

Books, Movies, CD Sale.10 a.m.-4
p.m. at Patrick Henry Library, 101
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. Free. Call
703-938-0405 for more.

Fall Fun & Entertainment

Calendar

Vienna Oktoberfest celebrates its 10th anniver-
sary this year with an expanded beer garden and
food court as well as new vendors and entertain-
ment options. The festival has historically drawn
20,000-30,000 attendees. Presented by the the
Vienna Business Association and Town of Vienna,
Oktoberfest will be held from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Sat-
urday, Oct. 7, on historic Church Street. All ages
are welcome, and admission is free. Vienna’s 2017
Oktoberfest will feature:

❖ Live entertainment on three stages: Main
Stage, Kid’s Stage, Acoustic Stage

❖ German Beer and Food Garden featuring the
Caboose Brewing Company * Domestic Beer and
Multinational Food Garden located on Mill Street

❖ Access to beer and wine at all food locations
❖ Children’s activities and games
❖ All new Handcrafted Market
❖ All new Business Expo area

Photo contributed

Presented by the the Vienna Business Association and Town of Vienna, Oktoberfest
will be held from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 7, on historic Church Street.

Vienna Oktoberfest Celebrates 10th Anniversary
❖ German Auto Show
Oktoberfest’s steady growth signifies markedly

increased interest in Vienna as a destination for
shopping, eating, and beer. Vienna’s own, Caboose
Brewing Company, is the Platinum Sponsor for the
second consecutive year. “We’re so excited to be
an Oktoberfest partner again,” said Caboose co-
owner Matt Greer, “we love being part of this
hyper-local, family-friendly community event and
are thrilled to help raise money for local charities
with the VBA Foundation. It is the next best thing
to the Munich Oktoberfest!”

Well behaved dogs are welcome to attend the
event on leashes. No festival-specific parking or
shuttles are available; public parking spaces are
available throughout the Vienna commercial area.
There will be a designated Uber/Lyft pick-up and
drop-off area within feet of the festival.

 Visit  www.viennaoktoberfest.org.

Harvest Happenings. 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
at St. Luke’s School, 7005
Georgetown Pike, McLean. Live
entertainment, a petting zoo, crafts
and games. All activities are free,
except for the cost of purchasing
pumpkins for crafts activities and
food concessions. Visit
www.mcleancenter.org for more.

SUNDAY/OCT. 1
McLean ArtFest. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at

McLean Central Park. Activities
includes Children’s Artwalk, Open Air
Art Studio, a variety of STEAM
(STEM+Art) experiences and food
from local restaurants. Visit
mpaart.org/mpaartfest for more.

Books, Movies, CD Sale. 10 a.m.-2
p.m. at Patrick Henry Library, 101
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. Free. Sunday
only, fill shopping bag for $5. Call
703-938-0405 for more.

Choral Concert. 4-6 p.m. at Saint
Luke Catholic Church, 7001
Georgetown Pike, McLean. As part of
the Music in McLean Concert Series,
Cathedra, a choir of professional
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To highlight your Faith Community, call Don at 703-778-9420

DAILY EUCHARIST:
Weekdays
Monday-Friday, 8:30 AM
Saturday, 8:30 AM

SUNDAY LITURGY SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 AM
1:30 PM Spanish Liturgy

5312 North 10th Street,
Arlington, Virginia 22205
Parish Office: 703-528-6276

PARISH WEBSITE:
www.stannchurch.org

All Are
Welcome!

Fall Fun & Entertainment

singers, will perform a cappella choral
works by Palestrina and Poulenc.
They will be under the direction of
Michael McCarthy, Director of Music
at Washington National Cathedral.
$30. Visit www.singcathedra.org/ for
more.

TUESDAY/OCT. 3
Professional Impersonator Elaine

Flynn. 11:30 a.m. at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 1205 Dolley
Madison Blvd., McLean The McLean
Woman’s Club presents professional
impersonator Elaine Flynn and “A
Chat With Dorothy Parker”, a woman
of the 1920’s who wrote best-selling
poetry and stories. Free. Visit

tires, bed springs, bottles, cans and
other debris from the local
waterways. Visit bit.ly/
FCPAwatershedClean or call 703-
759-9018 for more.

Naming Ceremony. 10 a.m. at Ken
Lawrence Park, 8081 Jones Branch
Drive in Tysons. Jones Branch Fields
and Arbor Row Park will be
consolidated to form the new Ken
Lawrence Park in Tysons. Call 703-
324-8662 or email
Parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov for
more.

OCT. 14-15
Cello Concert. Various times at several

locations around town, such as the
McLean Project for the Arts’ Chain
Bridge Gallery, 1446 Chain Bridge
Road.; Dolley Madison Library, 1244
Oak Ridge Ave.; and Spring Hill
RECenter, 1239 Spring Hill Road.
The Alden in McLean presents
internationally renowned cellist Matt
Haimovitz in a multi-part
performance of “A Moveable Feast.”
Call 703-790-9223 for more.

TUESDAY/OCT. 17
Meet the Author. 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at

St. Francis Episcopal Church, 9220
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls.
Hoffman is an American writer and a
Contributing Editor at the
Washington Post and has been a
journalist for 30 years and Pulitzer
Prize winner in 2010 for a book
about the legacy of the nuclear arms
race. Email
karen.emami@globalinfotek.com,
call 703-938-6411or visit
gfseniors.org.

OCT. 20-22
Vienna Theatre Company

Production. Various times at the
Vienna Community Center, 120
Cherry St. SE. Upcoming production
“In Living Sound - Back Home!,” live
radio drama directed by Patricia
Boswell Kallman. $14. Visit
www.viennatheatrecompany.org for
more.

Great Falls Studios Tour. 10 a.m.-5
p.m. at various venues in Great Falls.
A self-guided driving tour of local
artists in their personal studios. This
three-day event is family-friendly,
free, and offers the opportunity to
see art being made in the community.
Artists will be available 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Friday, Saturday and Sunday,
rain or shine. Visit
www.greatfallsstudios.com for more.

SATURDAY/OCT. 22
Capitol Steps Comedy Troupe. 3

p.m. at Oakton High School, 2900
Sutton Road, Vienna. A singing,
dancing, satirical show that focuses
on politics, proceeds go to the
Shepherd’s Center of Oakton-Vienna.
$35. Visit www.scov.org/fundraiser-
tickets or call 703-281-0538.

Bonis Ensemble. 4 p.m. at Saint
Francis Episcopal Church, 9220
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. Playing
Mozart, Mahler and Bonis. Visit
www.amadeusconcerts.com.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 25
71st Annual Halloween Parade. 7

p.m. on Maple Avenue, Vienna. Join
friends and neighbors, ghouls and
goblins for one of Vienna’s traditions:
the 71st annual Halloween Parade,
hosted by the Vienna Business
Association. Pre-registration is
required for businesses and
organizations who wish to march in
the parade. No registration needed
for children who want to wear
costumes and walk in the parade;
children must be accompanied by
their mummy or another adult. Visit
bit.ly/2huu6L0 for more.

www.mcleanwomansclub.org or call
703-556- 0197.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 4
McLean Newcomers and

Neighbors. 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at
the McLean Project for the Arts, 1446
Chain Bridge Road. The purpose of
the club is to create new friendships,
provide opportunities for socializing
and to acquaint residents with the
community. Visit
McLeanNewcomers.org or email
McLeanNewcomers@ yahoo.com.

OCT. 4–NOV. 22
Fit for Life Classes. Wednesdays, 11

a.m.–noon at Bruen Chapel United
Methodist Church, 3035 Cedar Lane,
Fairfax. Sponsored by the Shepherd’s
Center of Oakton-Vienna, to improve
strength, balance and mobility for
older adults, taught by instructor,
Michele DeGarmo. $5. Call 703-281-
0538 or email
eileentarr1@verizon.net

FRIDAY/OCT. 6
2017 Community Leadership

Award Presentation. 6:30 p.m. at
McLean Hilton Tysons Corner, 7920
Jones Branch Drive. Honoring Mark
and Brenda Moore. Visit
www.leadershipfairfax.org/ for more.

OCT. 6-8
Annual Used Book Sale. Friday 9

a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m.,
and Sunday noon-4 p.m. at the
Spring Hill Recreation Center, 1239
Spring Hill Road, McLean. Hosted by
the McLean Area Branch of the
American Association of University
Women (AAUW) featuring the
auction of a signed Washington
National Max Scherzer shirt and cap.
Visit www.aauw.org/ for more.

OCT. 6-9
Glass Art Exhibit. Various times at at

the Vienna Art Center, 115 Pleasant
Street, NW. “Catching Eyes with
Watercolor and Glass” with Carole
Choucair Oueijan.

SATURDAY/OCT. 7
Stuff the Truck Food Drive. 9 a.m.-4

p.m. at Safeway, 9881 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Benefit for
Committee for Helping Others (CHO)
and Artemis House to provide
emergency food aid to those in need
in Vienna, Oakton, Dunn Loring and
Merrifield. Artemis House is Fairfax
County’s only 24-hour emergency
shelter for victims of domestic and
sexual violence, stalking and human
trafficking. Sponsored by The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
and the Great Falls Baha’is as part of
the regional Day to Serve initiative.
Visit www.daytoserve.org/ for more.

Vienna Oktoberfest.11 a.m.-7 p.m.
along Church St., Vienna. Live
entertainment on three stages, beer,
food, games, German Auto Show.
Visit www.viennaoktoberfest.org/ for
more.

Fall Fest. 3-7 p.m. at Francis Episcopal
Church, 9220 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Featuring local food,
music, wine tasting, children’s
activities, and a fabulous silent
auction. Call 703-450-0321 or visit
www.stfrancisgreatfalls.org/ for
more.

2017 Oktoberfest. 6-9 p.m. at The
Pavilions of Turkey Run, 6310
Georgetown Pike, McLean. Attend
the Claude Moore Colonial Farm’s
2017 Oktoberfest to help support the
programs and services of this
privately operated local National
Park and living history working farm.
$35 Adults; $25 Volunteers; $12 Kids
6-12; Kids under 6 free admission.
Email jengle@1771.org for more.

FRIDAY/OCT. 13
British Car Tour for Military Kids.

9:30 a.m. A 750-mile maiden
American tour through the hills and
autumn foliage of Maryland, West
Virginia and Virginia. Called the DC
Area America’s Reliability Run, it’s a
fundraiser for Our Military Kids, a
nonprofit in McLean, Virginia. Visit
www.ourmilitarykids.org or call Judy
McSpadden at 703-734-6654.

SATURDAY/OCT. 14
Watershed Cleanup Day. 9-11:30

p.m. at Riverbend Park, 8700
Potomac Hills St., Great Falls. An
opportunity for individuals, students,
families, scouts and other community
groups to be part of this year’s
International Coastal Cleanup. Help
clear the earth’s arteries by collecting
tires, bed springs, bottles, cans and
other debris from the local
waterways. Visit bit.ly/
FCPAwatershedClean or call 703-
759-9018 for more.

Watershed Cleanup Day. 9-11:30
p.m. at Scott’s Run Nature Preserve,
7400 Georgetown Pike, McLean. An
opportunity for individuals, students,
families, scouts and other community
groups to be part of this year’s
International Coastal Cleanup. Help
clear the earth’s arteries by collecting
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Left, U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly

(D-11) demands attorneys be

granted access to detainees at

Dulles airport Sunday Jan. 29.
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Kimberly Palmer,

author of “Smart

Mom, Rich Mom,”

will share insights

at the Potomac

Library on Satur-

day, Jan. 28.
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Democratic Disunity
News, Page 3

Resistance, the Arlington Way
News, Page 4

Planning for Summer Camp
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A Women’sMarch onWashingtonflyer distrib-uted byArlingtoniansDebra
Stephens(left) andLisa Backerat WestoverMarket. Seestory, page 4.

P
h
o
t
o
 
b
y
 
E
d
e
n
 
B
r
o
w

n
/
T

h
e
 
C

o
n
n
e
c
t
i
o
n

Helen Slade of New York’s Cotton Club

brought the audience to its feet with songs

such as “We Shall Overcome” at the Martin

Luther King, Jr. Tribute Concert on Sunday,

Jan. 15 in the Wakefield High School

auditorium. In a highlight of the evening,

Slade invited children from the audience

to dance and sing with her on stage.
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“I know! I know!”
Many of the students
were eager to answer
“Mr. Jefferson’s” (Bill
Barker) questions
during the living
history assembly at
Armstrong Elementary.

MLK Keynote:
From Obama to Trump
News, Page 3

Communities Practice
Disaster Recovery
News, Page 12
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Disaster Recovery
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See Looking Ahead,  Page 16

Happy New YearThe fireworks finale of First Night Alexandria provides the backdrop to a selfie for

a couple celebrating New Year’s Eve on King Street. See story and more photos on

page 3.
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By Vernon Miles
Gazette Packet

F
or the City Council, thelargest looming issue inthe upcoming months of2017 is always the city’s

budget. The routine is fairly simi-
lar year after year: the city and
school system haggle to a compro-
mise over expanding school enroll-ment costs whileother city depart-ments rotatethrough yearly bud-get increases anddecreases. But this

year, according to the City Coun-
cil, the budget process is shaping
up to look a little more dire than
usual.

“The budget isgoing to be a verybig deal,” saidC o u n c i l m a nTimothy Lovain.“It always is. It’sour main busi-ness, but it will beparticularly chal-lenging withMetro needs,school needs, andother infrastruc-ture. Those capi-tal needs are criti-cal to the futureof the city. Weneed to address them as best we
can.”

While school capacity needs
generally take the largest focus in
the budget discussion, this year a
Metro system in crisis and crum-
bling city infrastructure are mus-
cling into the spotlight. The issues
being discussed and weighed
aren’t new, but Councilman Paul

Smedberg says the scale of the
demands exceeds previous years.

“We’ve had these issues before,
but the dollar amounts and the
size is bigger,” said Smedberg.
“Schools, infrastructure, and
transportation are all core to what
we do. How we prioritize the rest
is what we have to decide.”Across the council, schools, in-

frastructure, and transportation
are agreed to be the core budget
priorities in 2016.“Blooming student enrollment

in the schools also presents a real
challenge,” said Lovain. “It largely
shows up for us in school construc-
tion funding needs. It’s a happy
problem, it’s a compliment to our
system, but we’re adding so many
students. There’s a structural defi-cit we face. [Our]needs are grow-ing faster thanrevenues. Thatshows up on thecapital side andfor schools.”

In terms ofcapital costs, theapproved Alexan-dria City PublicSchools (ACPS)FY 2017 - FY2026 Capital Im-provement Plan(CIP) budget lastyear totaled
$273,988,551. The FY 2018 - FY
2027 CIP proposed by Superinten-
dent Alvin Crawley raises that 10-
year total to $515,739,655.“We need to expand the num-

ber of schools that we have and
somehow or another accommo-
date renovations and expansion,
maybe building a whole new

In the RedSchools, Metro, and infrastructure
form trinity of 2017city budget priorities.

Wellbeing
Wellbeing
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“We’re not goingto be able to makeeverybody happybut we wereelected to makehard decisions.”
— CouncilmanWillie Bailey

The Year
Ahead

News

By Marti Moore

The Connection

“I
f you leave the wick in the hot wax for
too long or dip too often without
giving it enough time to cool, the wax
will melt off the wick and back into the

bucket,” living history interpreter Tamara Moore
explains to her budding candlestick makers each
year at the Claude Moore Colonial Farm in McLean.
Visitors to the open-air chandler shop can purchase
a wick for a dollar, dip it quickly into a bucket of
wax, patiently watch it cool then repeat the pro-
cess as they build a candle.

It is one of many hands-on activities people of
all ages can experience on a colorful fall weekend
during the autumn market fair Oct. 21 and 22
between 11 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. at 6310
Georgetown Pike.

Put on your trail shoes and walk along a dirt path
into the Langley woods by Turkey Run stream to
see what life is like for local tenant farmers in 1771
– “A time when citizens can buy and sell, eat and
drink, play games and musick, attend their militia,
exchange gossip and news of the day and put aside
the routine chores and cares of life,” states a red
historic marker that beckons curiosity seekers into
the past. Watch a blacksmith bend metal and make
farm tools, or enjoy a show at the puppet theater.

Admission Saturday and Sunday is $4 for children
ages 3-12, and seniors 65 and older. Adults pay $8.

Food and beverage vendors will sell chicken sau-
sage, lemon chess pie and root beer. There will also

Claude Moore Colonial Farm
to Host Autumn Market

be an on-site tavern. Bring your own hand wipes
because they weren’t available back in the 18th cen-
tury. Also, Colonial Period merchants are present and
ready to help with your holiday gift needs.

Call the Claude Moore Colonial Farm at 703-442-
7557 or visit their website at www.1771.org.

Photo by Marti Moore/The Connection

From left: Sabrina Moore of Clifton and her
sister Tamara Moore of Greer, S.C., melt
buckets of beeswax and beef tallow for their
candle making demonstration in the annual
autumn market fair at the Claude Moore
Colonial Farm, where they help their mother
run the chandler booth. It is one of several
activities for visitors of all ages Oct. 21 and
22 from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 6310
Georgetown Pike in McLean.

Faith Notes are for announcements and
events in the faith community. Send to
vienna@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday at noon.

Wesley United Methodist
Church located at 711 Spring St., SE,
Vienna, Virginia 22180, at the corner of
Spring Street and Moore Avenue. 10:30
a.m. fellowship time in the fellowship
hall; 11 a.m. traditional family worship
in sanctuary. If you are seeking a church
home which encourages: caring and
supportive fellowship, an active and
devoted prayer life and study of scrip-
ture, support for local and world
missions, an open, responsive aware-

ness to the presence and power of God’s
Holy Spirit.

Youth Activities at Wesley
United Methodist Church. Activities
are open to all 6th-12th graders. Youth
Sunday School meets every Sunday at
10 a.m. in the upper room. Youth Bible
Study will meet every Sunday at 4:30
p.m. off-site. Following bible study, ride
together to the church for youth group.
Email the Youth Ministry Staff for the
address. The Anchor meets every Sun-
day from 6-8 p.m. in the fellowship hall.
Join us for dinner, games, worship, and
diving deeper into the Word. During the
summer, Youth Sunday School meets

most Sundays at 9 a.m. in the upper
room.

To receive the newsletter or for more in-
formation contact youth@wesleyvienna.org.

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church, at
the intersection of Lewinsville and Brook
roads in McLean, invites you for a casual
Saturday Service at 5 p.m., followed by
conversation and fellowship or for Sun-
day Services at 8 a.m. or 10 a.m. Sunday
School for Youth and Children takes
place during the 10 a.m. Service. Check
www.stthomasmcleanva.org for special
events and services through the year. St.
Thomas’ Episcopal Church, 8991 Brook
Road, McLean, 703-442-0330.

Faith Notes
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ComputersAnnouncements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN’S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 

FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

Announcements Announcements

Announcements Announcements

ABC LICENSE
TyIsa, LLC trading as Isabella Eatery, 2051 
International Drive, McLean, Virginia 22102 
in Fairfax County. The above establishment 
is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL 
(ABC) for a Wine and Beer on Premises 

and Mixed Beverage on Premises license 
to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages. 

Michael Isabella, Jr., managing member. 
NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this 

license must be submitted to ABC no later 
than 30 days from the publishing date of 

notices. Objections should be registered at 

Legals

Letters

population of 40,000 grew to 98,000 in 1950 and
by 1970 was 454,000. It is now approaching 1.2
million people. Recognized as among the best places

From Page 4

From Page 4

2007. It is hopeful that our backlog of needs can
be addressed and Virginia can continue its climb back
to being the best state to do business, the best man-
aged state, and continue our status as the best state
to raise a child.

As much fun as fantasy politics can be, and as

much as we like to make statements with our politi-
cal choices, we have a Commonwealth to run. It has
been rare in the past 30 years that we have elected
a governor with strong existing relationships with
the legislature. It may not sound exciting to make
our political choices based on that criteria… but it
works in our best interest. Ralph Northam is our
best choice for governor.

in the country to live and to start a business, we have
clearly left behind our humble beginnings. It is worth-
while to remember our history and the 275th anni-
versary provides many different opportunities
(www.fxva.com/275/).

Marsden

Plum

To the Editor:
White supremacists incited

deadly violence in Charlottesville,
Va. in defense of a Confederate
monument. We must show the
country that Fairfax County gives
no safe harbor to such hatred. Let’s
remove the John Quincy Marr
monument in Fairfax.

Confederate symbols on public
land endorse a movement founded
on white supremacy. We will never
solve our community’s problems if
an entire group of citizens is alien-
ated or feels targeted for discrimi-
nation.

Confederate symbols belong in
museums and on private property,

Confederate Symbols Belong in Museums
and the time has long passed to
move the John Quincy Marr
monument to an appropriate
place. Our community should fig-
ure out how to remove the monu-
ment and act on it.

Clare Bennett
Vienna

Submit civic/community announce-
ments at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork wel-
come. Deadline is Thursday at noon,
at least two weeks before event.

IN-PERSON, TV DEBATES
The League of Women Voters of

the Fairfax Area (LWVFA) will
hold four in-person forums and
three televised forums for the
public and the press to learn
about the candidates who are
running for election to the
Virginia House of Delegates. The
League invited all certified
candidates campaigning for office
in their respective districts. At the
in-person forums, question-and-
answer sessions will be followed
by an opportunity for informal
conversations with individual
candidates. The public and press
are encouraged to attend. For
more information about the
candidates’ priorities and
positions, visit www.vote411.org.

In-person forums: Thursday, Sept.
28 at 7 p.m. at Providence
Community Center: 3001 Vaden
Drive, Fairfax.

The televised forums at Fairfax
County Public Access are on
Channel 10 or livestreamed on
YouTube “Inside Scoop
Livestream.” The public can
submit questions by email to
theinsidescooptv@gmail.com or
call 571-749-1142 between 7-
8:30 p.m. Tune in on: Monday,
Sept. 11 at 8 p.m.; Monday,
Sept. 18 at 8 p.m.; and
Monday, Oct. 2 at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 27
Public Hearing on FY 2019

Budget. 7:30 p.m. at MCC
Administrative Offices, 6631 Old
Dominion Drive, McLean. The
McLean Community Center
Governing Board invites
Dranesville tax district residents
to attend a public hearing on
MCC’s FY 2019 Budget. Residents
who would like to speak at the

public hearing should call the Center
at 703-790-0123, TTY: 711, to have
their names added to the speakers’
list. The hearing will be immediately
followed by the regular monthly
board meeting for September. Visit
www.mcleancenter.org for more.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 28
RSVP Volunteer Orientation. 11

a.m. at the Great Falls Library, 9830
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. RSVP,
Retired and Senior Volunteer
Program, is looking for volunteers 55
and older. Email RSVP Volunteer
Specialist Carly Hubicki at
chubicki@volunteerfairfax.org or call
RSVP at 703-403- 5360.

SEPT. 28-NOV. 16
Adventures in Learning. A variety of

daytime classes at UUCF Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of Fairfax -
Program Building, 2709 Hunter Mill
Road, Oakton. Classes open to those
50 years and older. $40 for all
classes. Call 703-821-6838 or email
jtarr5@verizon.net.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 30
Garden Club Yard Sale. 9 a.m.-1

p.m. in the parking lot, 10610
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. The
Great Falls Garden Club is hosting a
multi-family yard sale. Visit
www.gfgardenclub.org for more.

THURSDAY/OCT. 5
Caregivers Support Group. 10-

11:30 a.m. at UUCF Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of Fairfax -
Program Building, 2709 Hunter Mill
Road, Oakton. For caregivers to adult
family members with dementia, first
and third Thursdays of every month.
Free. Call 703-821-6838 or email
jtarr5@verizon.net.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 18
McLean Newcomers Luncheon.

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Mylo’s Grill,
6238 Old Dominion Drive. Nancy

Harvey Steorts, a former
Chairman of the Consumer
Product Safety Commission, will
discuss “How Safe is Your
Home?”. $30. Visit
www.McLeanNewcomers.org or
email
McLeanNewcomers@yahoo.com.

SUPPORT GROUPS
Are You A Caregiver?

Shepherd’s Center of Oakton
Vienna Caregivers’ Support
Group takes place first & third
Thursday of each month.
February 2nd and 16th, 2017
from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Join us at the Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of
Fairfax (UUCF) - Program
Building, 2709 Hunter Mill Rd,
Oakton, VA. For more info contact
facilitator, Jack Tarr, 703-821-
6838 jtarr5@verizon.net.

Haven of Northern Virginia
Support Group. 703-941-7000,
www.havenofnova.org or
havenofnova@verizon.net.

Virginia Chronic Pain Support
Group Meets from 1:30 - 3 p.m.
the 2nd Wednesday of each month
at Kaplan Center for Integrative
Medicine, 6829 Elm St., Suite 300,
McLean. Group leader, Jodi
Brayton, LCSW. 703-532-4892.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
RSVP, a volunteer network for

seniors seeking service
opportunities in and around
Fairfax County, Arlington County
and the City of Alexandria, offers
a wide array of opportunities for
volunteers 55 and older. RSVP
volunteers enjoy flexible
schedules, free accident and
liability insurance while serving,
optional mileage and meal
reimbursement and are invited to
volunteer group projects and
social gatherings. To sign up for
an upcoming orientation, email
Carly Hubicki at
chubicki@volunteerfairfax.org or
Visit www.rsvpnova.org.

Bulletin Board
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The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

I don’t want to praise the Lord too much for
providing me with such a trivial and mundane
benefit but, I sure am grateful when my 112
pounds of cat litter arrives/is delivered to my
front porch, mere feet away from our cats’ litter
boxes. “Auto Ship,” baby. No more am I lugging
28 to 44 pound boxes of cat litter into our five-
indoor-cat household from the local supermarket
and/or pet superstore. I don’t want to plagiarize a
television “spokesthing” from my youth so I’ll
give “Speedy” from Alka Seltzer proper attribu-
tion when I write as enthusiastically as I can:
“Oh, what a relief it is!”

The litter is my second auto-ship of sub-
stance; having made an earlier/similar commit-
ment to 16 pound bags of dry cat food. I do get
some fancy, multi-vitamins auto-delivered and
my wife, Dina, as well receives special eye vita-
mins in the mail, but I thought that was the only
way to purchase them, given that the manufac-
turers were out of town so I never considered
them an auto-type ship. Previously, I had always
resisted inquiring about getting products deliv-
ered from a national company when they are
available locally. My thinking had been that since
I’m home during the day, and regularly in and
out doing errands at many of the stores that sell
this merchandise, why ship it when I can shop it?
It seemed redundant.

Now however, given the pleasure I felt when I
saw that litter sitting on the porch without my
having had to life one finger; well, a few fingers
initially when I “keystroked” my way through this
company’s online registration, the light has come
on. Moreover, given the neuropathy I have in my
feet, I’m tired of walking around those giant
warehouse stores. Sure, the local proximity and
availability is helpful but the bigger the buyer, the
more effort the unloading/restocking is required
at home. Perhaps I’ve simply come to a realiza-
tion, and not necessarily an accommodation to
my age, that less effort equals more overall value.
And if in addition to less effort, I can buy prod-
ucts at equal or even lower cost than doing so
locally, than I am sittin’ pretty in high cotton, if I
may double-down on the benefit?

Not that I’m overworked and underpaid for
the household duties I perform but, I’d rather be
under worked and overpaid, if you catch my
drift? And given certain realities to the many tasks
now performed by hand, it’s up to me to rein-
vent the wheel, so to speak. And so, I’m starting
to consider very seriously, ordering more stuff this
way, especially bulky/weighty stuff and to let my
fingers do the clicking rather than my arms and
legs doing the walking and carrying. Let commer-
cial/corporate America do the driving and deliv-
ering. I don’t have to prove my shopping mettle
anymore. I’m ready to sit back and let the boxes
do my talking.

I’m not quite ready to order food/perishable
however. I feel a certain sense of calm and seren-
ity wandering down supermarket aisles taking
mental inventory of what’s present and what’s
not — and what’s new and what everything
costs. Not that I try many things as anybody who
knows me knows, but occasionally, Entenmann’s
or Hostess or Nabisco will surprise me with a
new item and thus will have made the visit all
the more sweeter. I wonder if I’ll have the same
sensation perusing and clicking my way through
a site that so far has been unseen — by my eyes,
anyway. I guess it can’t hurt to explore a bit. I
mean, it’s not exactly the dark web. (Is it?) Nor
do I expect to use bit coins or have to create an
avatar for myself. Nevertheless, the process does
seem a little daunting; changing habits that have
become habitual, and routines which have
become routine. Seems a bit like turning an
ocean liner around after it’s headed out to sea.
They don’t turn on a dime and neither do I. Still,
I’m intrigued by the possibilities, and besides, I’m
nearly out of laundry detergent.

Perhaps a test is in the offing. I don’t think I’m
quite ready to join a club/pay a membership fee,
but I am open to investigating. Time will tell I
suppose, as will my first bill.
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ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER GUTTER

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

LANDSCAPING

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

TILE / MARBLE TILE / MARBLE

TILE / MARBLE TILE / MARBLE

Good is not 
good, where 

better is 
expected.

-Thomas Fuller

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst mis-

takes that can be made in his subject 
and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg

From Page 3

Debate
News

should be able to determine what they want
to do with their statues, although he added
he wants to see them in a museum.

“I think what is important is to talk about
some of the statues that aren’t built of
bronze, the inequities that we still have in
our society,” said Northam during the de-
bate. “Inequities in access to health care.
Inequities in access to voting rights. Ineq-
uities that we have in education.”

Views of the Affordable Care Act are also
expected to play an important dividing line
in the election. Northam has been consis-
tent in his support for expanding Medicaid,
criticizing Republicans for undermining a
system that has expanded health insurance
to millions of Americans who previously had
no coverage. Gillespie has been consistently
critical of the landmark achievement of
former President Barack Obama, although
he was noncommittal when asked about his
view of the reform proposal currently work-
ing its way through Congress.

“I’m not endorsing or opposing any spe-
cific legislation that is being talked about
right now. I haven’t had a chance to read
it,” said Gillespie after the debate, adding
that Virginia should not be punished for
declining to expand Medicaid. “But as a
principle I’ve been consistent in this regard,
and that is where I am today.”

PERHAPS NOTHING looms as large over
this election as Donald Trump. The presi-
dent has become a lightning rod of opposi-
tion and a rallying cry for people who feel
marginalized. Virginia was the only South-
ern state Trump lost, and polls show that
he remains unpopular here. Gillespie has
been trying to distance himself from the
president by opposing some of his budget
proposals and declining to answer questions
about whether he’ll ask Trump to campaign
for him in Virginia.

“Probably the biggest thing being hung
around Ed’s neck is the Trump administra-
tion,” said Republican strategist Dan
Scandling. “But depending where you are
in the state determines how much of a
weight that is. If you’re downstate, that’s
not a problem. If you’re up here in North-
ern Virginia, it’s a potential problem.”

Democrat Hillary Clinton won Virginia
with 50 percent of the vote, with Trump at
44 percent. Many of those presidential year
voters might not show up in an odd year-
election, when the electorate tends to be
older and whiter. For Democrats, the goal
heading into Election Day is to run up the
numbers in Northern Virginia and over-
whelm Republicans in parts of the state that
still support Trump. For Republicans, the
challenge is find some kind of way of em-
bracing Trump voters without alienating
independents who might feel conflicted
about the president.

“I think what’s really going to drive the
election is President Trump,” said Demo-
cratic strategist Ben Tribbett. “A lot of vot-
ers are going to vote either for or against
Ed Gillespie based on how they feel about
Donald Trump.”
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If you are looking for Outstanding Customer Service and 
Lasting Value, give Foster Remodeling a call!

If you are looking for a remodeling company that you can count on, then Foster Remodeling Solutions is 
the company for you! We may not be the least expensive, but the personal service, organized process and 
expert craftsmanship will leave you with value that outweighs the cost. For over 34 years we have been 
Northern Virginia’s First Choice for Home Remodeling Services. Call Today 703.672.2249 or online at 
FosterRemodeling.com.

Our Services
• Design-Build Remodeling

• Kitchen Remodeling

• Bathroom Remodeling

• Interior/Exterior Remodels

• Whole Home Remodels

• Home Additions

and much more!



Visit Our New 
Design and Selection Showroom

We took our own advice...we remodeled! We would love for you to come visit our new Design and Selection showroom. 
Along with top-of-the-line products and materials, we have created displays for you to browse through. Open cabinet 
doors, review our carpenters work and check out the latest design trends! Showroom tour appointments recommended.

August 2017

Kitchen and Bath Remodeling
Wednesday October 4th, 2017
7:00pm
Have you been dreaming about a 
remodeling project? Please join us for 
concepts, inspiration, and industry insight! 
Our talented design consultants will provide 

you with fun and educational information to guide you on 
your way. Understanding trends, terminology and material 
performance as well as the benefit of having a personal 
designer are just a few topics that will be covered in this 
seminar. 

Doors Open at 6:30pm - Seminar begins at 7:00pm
Call today to reserve your spot 703.672.2249 or online at 

FosterRemodeling.com under Seminars

Big Impact, Small Space
Saturday October 21st, 2017
9:30am
Confused about how to make the most of 
a small space?  Just because it’s small does 
not mean you have to compromise on style 
or function.  Join our creative design team

as they help you untap the potential of a smaller space. Using 
creative solutions, we will help you realize that there may be 
more than meets the eye! 

Doors open at 9:00am - Seminar begins at 9:30am
Call today to reserve your spot 703.672.2249 or online at 

FosterRemodeling.com under Seminars

Kitchen and Bath Remodeling
Saturday October 21st, 2017
11:00am
Have you been thinking about remodeling 
your kitchen or one of your bathrooms? Let 
us update you on the latest design tips and

trends. From layouts and new technologies to finishes and 
code requirements, Foster Remodeling Solutions will get 
you up-to-date. 

Seminar begins at 11:00am
Call today to reserve your spot 703.672.2249 or online 

at FosterRemodeling.com under Seminars


