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Keyla Lafebre, disguised as a pussy cat, helps customers at the traditional empanada and sweet taste
of Ecuador ice cream stand at Oktoberfest held at
the Marymount Farmer’s Market. Lafebre had visited the face painting table just inside the market.
The all-natural ice cream with exotic flavors like
corn, pumpkin and cacao with barley originated in
Ecuador and is now available in the U.S.
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Humanitarian Award
The Rev. Dr. Jae Euk Kim, the Good Spoon, and Nancy White, executive director of the Arlington Free Clinic, received the Emily DiCicco
Humanitarian Award at the Shirlington Employment and Education
Center (SEEC) annual fundraiser on Friday, Oct. 13. The fundraiser
was held at the Arlington Free Clinic. SEEC was established in 2000
to match day laborers with employers who are in need of temporary
work. From left are: Zuraya Tapia-Hadley, president of SEEC; Kim
and his wife Young Geum Eum; White; Clair Cherkasky, SEEC secretary, and Andres Tobar, executive director of SEEC.

Bulletin Board
Submit civic/community announcements at
ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and
artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at
least two weeks before event.

THURSDAY/OCT. 19
Fall Career Fair. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at GMU
Arlington, Founder’s Hall, 3351 North Fairfax
Drive. Meet more than 50 area top employers
representing jobs in IT, administration,
education, construction, banking, retail and
more. Call 703-993-9817 or email
tandrew7@gmu.edu for more.
Long Bridge Design Concepts. 7-10 p.m. at
2011 Crystal Drive, 11th Floor. See the top four

design concepts for the new Long Bridge Park
Aquatic & Fitness Center and park expansion.
Watch the presentations, ask questions and give
feedback. Light refreshments will be served.
Free parking in underground garage. Can’t
attend? Between Oct. 19-27, stop by the
Courthouse Plaza lobby or visit
parks.arlingtonva.us, search Long Bridge Park
Project.

FRIDAY/OCT. 20
Uprooting the Causes of Suffering. 6:30-8:00
p.m. at Sun & Moon Yoga, 3811 Lee Highway.
Come for conversation, insight and inspiration

See Bullitin, Page 11

In Thailand
This summer, Reiss
Gidner, 18, of Arlington,
spent three weeks in
Thailand helping animals, discovering Thai
culture, and learning
hands-on what it’s like
to be a veterinarian.
Traveling with studyabroad organization
Loop Abroad, Reiss was
selected as part of a
small team that volunteered giving care at a
dog shelter and spent a
week working directly
with rescued elephants
at an elephant sanctuary. Reiss is a sophomore at Virginia Polytechnic University,
majoring in Animal
Science and also Theatre
and Cinema Studies.
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Paying for
World Class
ters.
“I look at what we’re spending
money on and I just don’t understand it,” said Taylor. “As a taxpayer, I love Arlington, but I’m increasingly concerned about spending more and more to be worldBy Vernon Miles
class.”
The Connection
Taylor and other residents also
said this mentality can be seen in
here’s a phrase that gets
spending in Arlington’s public
thrown around a lot durschools. Last year, Arlington spent
ing County Board discusan average $18,616 per student,
sions about new projects: World
nearly double the national averClass. A new recreation center is
age of $10,700. Arlington outgoing to be “world class.” A stretch
ranks all of its neighbors in spendof sidewalk might be renovated
ing, with Alexandria
with a new “world
spending an average
class” bus stop. Typi$17,008 and Fairfax
cally it’s an innocuCounty spending
ous descriptor of a
$14,432 per student.
project, but citizens
Michelle Winters,
at the county’s Budexecutive director of
get Roundtable on
the Alliance for
Oct. 13 said over the
Housing Solutions,
years it’s become a
said the school popumindset that’s poilations mostly come
soned the budget.
from large families in
The
budget
single family homes.
roundtables ask ArWinters suggested
lington
citizens
one solution to help
where they believe
— Barbara Taylor, cover school costs
the county should
resident could be to tax the
step up its services
sale of single family
and, more imporhomes. But some cuts, most cititantly in a time where the budget
zens said, will need to happen on
is under mounting pressures from
the school side.
schools and the Metro system,
“We get these super euro dewhere the county should look to
signed schools with custom furnimake cuts.
ture and it drives me insane that
Barbara Taylor, a local resident,
we’re spending so much,” said
said that she frequently looks
Winters. “We have these super
across the Potomac to all of the
overdone dog parks. Just have
arts and museums across D.C. and
some mud. Dogs love mud. It
wonders why there’s a push for
See Paying for, Page 10
Arlington to have its own art cen-

Budget talks
target county
spending.
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Children playing cornhole in the open interior of Fire Station 10.

Learning at the Firehouse
Public gets a look inside
the life of their local
firefighters.
By Vernon Miles
The Connection

ire trucks can be a bit of a double-edged
sword for Elias Tapp. Like a lot of children, Elias Tapp loves fire trucks, but he’s
scared of the loud noises and the sirens
as the trucks roar down the county streets. So
Justin Tapp said when he and his son were walking by and saw that Fire Station 10 was open,
they immediately turned to go inside.
“He loves all of it,” Justin Tapp said. “It’s so good
to show him the station. It helps him be less afraid
when he hears the sirens.”
On Saturday, Oct. 14, fire stations across Ar-

F

lington County opened their doors to the public
to give citizens a look inside the station at what
life is like for their local firefighters and to learn
more about fire prevention techniques. Parents
and children both got to sit in the driver’s seat of
fire trucks and try out some of the equipment
around the station.
“My daughter really enjoyed sitting in the truck,”
said Miriam Brohn. “Kids are fascinated with fire
trucks. It’s good to make it more real for them
and to let them see and feel it.”
This year, the theme of the fire station’s open
day was on reinforcing the need for everyone in a
family to spot the two exits to any location they
are in, whether it’s home or out at a restaurant or
movie theater. Jose Ortiz, commander of Fire Station 10, said the open houses also give the local
fire departments a chance to educate the public
about their non-emergency roles, like home and
smoke inspections to help make sure everything
See Learning, Page 10

T

“It’s that
‘world-class’
attitude. If I
never hear
that phrase
again, it’s too
soon.”

Share in Refugee Journey
onation Drop-Off Weekend is Oct. 28-29 at St.
Agnes Catholic Church.
“Share the Journey” is sponsored
by the Migration and Refugee Outreach Program which is collecting
donations of household and personal items on Saturday, Oct. 28
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. and Sunday,
October 29 following the noon
mass to 2:30 p.m. Items will be
collected in the St. Agnes Catholic Church Parking Lot by the Parish Hall at 1910 North Randolph
in Arlington.
A partial list of current needs for
refugee families includes new twin
and queen size bedding, brooms

D

Station Commander
Jose Ortiz.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Jacob Cohen (top) with
his daughter Maya Cohen
at the Fire Station 10
open house.

Firefighter Ted
Schweitzer (left) and
Elias Tapp.

with dust pans, baking dishes,
mixing bowls, new kitchen utensils and kitchen knives as well as
floor lamps, alarm clocks, shower
curtains and rings and hand can
openers (no electric.) They currently are not accepting diapers,
any type of clothing, toys or used
car seats. For donation questions
contact MRS’s resource coordinator at 703-841-3891.
This effort quotes Pope Francis
in September 2017: “We mustn’t
be afraid to share the journey! We
mustn’t be afraid to share the
hope!”
— Shirley Ruhe
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Wakefield Grads Celebrate 45 Reunion
By Karen L. Bune
hey came from near and far — and
as far away as Turkey and Australia. Forty-five years later, the class
mates of the 1972 graduating class
of Wakefield High School convened at the
Hyatt Hotel in Arlington on Oct. 15 to see one
another again, renew friendships and learn
where everyone had journeyed in their lives
since graduation. It was an eventful night down
memory lane. The impact of past recollections,
fond memories, and new knowledge about
people’s lives greatly immany and led to seCommentary pacted
rious reflection on life past
and present.
Excitement was in the air to recognize familiar faces and, in some cases, to read name
tags to ascertain familiarity of an unrecognizable classmate from years gone by. Conviviality abounded, and everyone was eager to learn
as much as they could about what had transpired in everyone’s lives since 1972.
Sadly, a memorial table displayed a significant number of names of classmates who had
passed away. The reality of losing their peers
only brought closer the fact that life can be
fragile and, in some cases, short prompting the
realization to count one’s blessings.
Laurie Graham, a graduate who demonstrated a knack for art in her early childhood
that continued the through high school, honed
her talent upon graduation by pursuing further education in that arena. Ms. Graham is
now a professional, highly skilled in art and
graphics. Generously, she put her skills to good
use for the reunion. She created an emblem
for the reunion tee-shirt, developed artistic
posters that were hanging on the walls of the
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Laurie Graham created a poster of the class faces of the Wakefield Sgt. Peppers Lonely Hearts Club Band.
room at the hotel and skillfully presented the
class faces on a poster of the Wakefield Sgt.
Peppers Lonely Hearts Club Band that was the
talk of the evening.
Former students Florence Christakos
Katrivanos and Patricia Stickles Gridley organized the reunion event which took a great deal
of time, planning and organization. Their efforts, however, paid off with a good time had
by all, and people were already talking about
seeing one another at the 50th in five years.
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arlington@connectionnewspapers.com

Undoubtedly, the reunion was a hit. Stories
were told, laughs were shared, tears were shed
and feet moved on the dance floor to the music played by the DJ. It was a night to remember and retain the special memories of a
Wakefield era replete with special memories
of youthful times.

ADVERTISING:
For advertising information
sales@connectionnewspapers.com
703-778-9431

Karen L. Bune is a 1972 graduate of Wakefield High
School and is featured in the Wakefield Hall of Fame. She
is a freelance writer and serves as an adjunct professor
at Marymount and George Mason universities.
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Letters to the Editor

Follow Original
Green Mission
To the Editor:
A few years back, using tax dollars and bond
money earmarked for recreational parks, Arlington County purchased five properties adjacent to Jennie Dean Park to add to the overall park space inventory. The
County Board recently charged the Four Mile
Run Valley working group (4MRV) with developing “a vision for the comprehensive replacement and realignment of existing park features
(exclusively for park purposes)
and the addition of new park amenities to
meet the growing demand for active and passive recreation, cultural resources and natural
resource preservation.”
Part of the overall 4MRV project involves
developing a plan for improving Jennie Dean
Park. The space acquired with bond money is
ideally suited for use as additional, new park
space to complement the existing Jennie Dean
Park. The new space could add to the inventory of peaceful green space in the valley, something that many Arlingtonians, including residents of Nauck, Shirlington and other local
neighborhoods, have asked for time and time
again.
However, some in the 4MRV group have re-

portedly strayed from the charge and are actively working to re-purpose this property as
an ill-defined and unfunded “arts district.” The
hope and presumption is that
Arlington County will be able to provide subsidies and other financial support to enable the
birth and growth of this arts district. For reasons not made clear, arts district proponents
seem focused on locating the arts district in
space previously suggested as new park space.
The overall 4MRV planning process encompasses a huge amount of space beyond Jennie
Dean Park, much of which could support an
arts district fully, and some in the working
group have even spoken up in favor of locating any arts district closer to the new Nauck
Town Square, and not in the Jennie Dean Park
area.
Arlington County already actively supports
the arts. The county supports the arts with,
among other things, the Crystal City Underground gallery space, the Arlington Arts Center, the Signature Theater, Synetic
Theater, and a variety of public spaces for
art displays. It is unclear where the funding
for any additional arts support will come from,
and no one in the 4MRV group has provided
any concrete visions of support.
Shared public spaces are the county’s most
precious resources. Opportunities to add green
space in Arlington don’t come very often, and
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we need to take advantage of those few opportunities when they present
themselves. The Arlington Soccer Association
supports the arts in general, but in this specific instance, ASA opposes attempts within the
4MRV working group process to re-purpose this
new open space as an “arts
district.” Let’s use park space for park purposes, and take advantage of the ability to add
to the county’s functional green space inventory.
Daniel Lopez
Arlington Soccer Association

Serving Fossil
Fuel Interests
To the Editor:
The recent repeal of the Clean Power Plan
only further confirmed just how out of touch
President Trump is with the rest of America.
According to a recent Yale study, a majority
of Americans in all 50 states and 435 congressional districts want to see strict limits imposed
for carbon pollution from coal-fired power
plants.
Repealing the CPP and the lifesaving and
economic incentives that come with it flies in
See Letters, Page 11
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540-481-6519

Oktoberfest at Marymount
Farmer’s Market
Ercan Karaman shaves off thin slices of
lamb to combine with lettuce, tomato and
yogurt sauce for a wrap. Meanwhile his
wife Hacer fixes a Turkish coffee at the
Taste of Istanbul stand at the Marymount
Farmer’s Market on Oct. 14.

www.patsmasonry.com • patsmasonry@yahoo.com

SUNDAY LITURGY SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 AM
1:30 PM Spanish Liturgy

“Powdered sugar?” Helene Gallent,
dressed in the traditional Austrian dress
of her country, serves a piece of apple
strudel, the most popular choice at Little
Austria. Gallent started her small business
at the Marymount Farmer’s Market in May
this year. Her offerings also include plum,
cherry-apple, pear-walnut and for today’s
Oktoberfest a special cheese Carinthian
Topfenstrudel, common in Austria.

5312 North 10th Street,
Arlington, Virginia 22205

All Are
Welcome!

DAILY EUCHARIST:
Weekdays
Monday-Friday, 8:30 AM
Saturday, 8:30 AM

Parish Office: 703-528-6276

PARISH WEBSITE:
www.stannchurch.org

To highlight your Faith Community, call Don at 703-778-9420

Terry Maclaga Bell
and Stephen Bell
offer new specials
including apple
peach butter,
green chili sauce,
chioggia beet and
red onion pickles
and fresh organic
chamomile for
tea. Great Valley
Farms is in Mt.
Jackson, Va.

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel
From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee
10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the
past 17 years

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Select your
products from
our Mobile
Showroom
and Design
Center
Fully Insured &
Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates

703-214-8384
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Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com
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Entertainment
A Gender-Bending Twist for ‘Hamlet’
Port City Playhouse performs at Sleepy
Hollow United Methodist in Falls Church.
By Steve Hibbard
ort City Playhouse, which used to
perform plays in Alexandria and
Arlington, is staging the classic
“Hamlet” by William Shakespeare with a
gender-bending twist, at its new venue at
the Sleepy Hollow United Methodist Church
in Falls Church, now through Oct. 28.
The story follows Hamlet as she returns
home after her mother’s death to find that
her father has married her aunt, ascending
the aunt to the throne of Denmark. Her
mother’s ghost appears, asking Hamlet to
avenge her murder. Hamlet is then led on a
twisting ride of madness, murder, and discovery.
Director Juli Blacker wanted to do something different with this production as
“Hamlet” tends to be done fairly similarly
each time, she said. “So I turned to my training in anthropology and hit upon one of the
things that bugs me about Hamlet — the
strict gender roles and actions. So I decided
to turn that on its head, gender-switch the
casting, and see where it led. This casting
makes us look at the characters, as well as
ourselves and our culture, in a whole new
light,” she said.
She said the biggest directing challenge
was adapting the script. “There were many
changes, both big and small, required. But
once we got on our feet, the actors have
inhabited these characters. So much so that
I now have to remind myself that this is not
how they were initially written,” she said.
Rebekah Raze is playing the role of Hamlet. “She is a grief stricken young lady living in a world filled with deception and secrecy,” she said. “Two months prior to the
beginning of the play, Hamlet’s mother has
died unexpectedly and now her father has
re-married, to Hamlet’s aunt. It is revealed
to Hamlet through an encounter with a
ghost that her mother’s death was not an

P

accident. This throws her into a whirlwind
of even more secrets, deeper grief, and a
great thirst for revenge.”
She said her biggest challenge has been
learning her lines. “The character of Hamlet has more lines than any other
Shakespearean character ever written. Although our director cut the script significantly, it has still been a challenge to get all
of my lines fully in me, while also being
sure to focus on the development of my
character and my acting choices.”
Timothy Caron is playing the role of
Ophelius, a privileged yet good-hearted
young man in the Danish court. “He lost
his father sometime in the past, but has remained quite close with his mother and sister. While this environment has kept
Ophelius hopeful and generally happy, it has
also rendered him a bit sheltered as to the
harsh realities of life,” he said.
He added: “In the case of his pre-play
relationship with Lady Hamlet, for example,
he doesn’t have much romantic and social
experience to work off of, but he nonetheless believes that there’s something genuine and potentially long-lasting between
him and her. Unfortunately, in the course
of the show, he can’t handle the quick breakdown of things between him, Hamlet, and
his mother, and that ultimately proves disastrous for his mental and emotional wellbeing.”
He said like any Shakespeare production,
he hopes that the audience can, in spite of
the largely dated language, recognize the
characters’ motives, as well as the timeless
themes that have helped keep Shakespeare
relevant for centuries. “Of course, a big part
of that depends on how well we can communicate those things to them,” he said.
Jessie Roberts is playing the role of
Polonia, who is quite maternal. “Her first
concern is her children; second, although
not a distant second, is the welfare of Den-

Rebekah Raze
stars as Hamlet
and Raeanna
Nicole Larson
stars as Laerta
in the Port City
Playhouse’s
production of
“Hamlet.”

Photo by
Alan Wray

mark. And when they converge, her commitment to “fixing” things doubles. She’s a
bit of a yenta and quite funny,” she said.
She said once she got a handle on the
maternal qualities of the character, the hardest part was learning the lines. “Not in the
usual way — lots of lines, etc. Rather that
Polonia throws in so much extraneous verbiage that it was difficult to remember all
the unnecessary — but colorful — things
she says. But it’s that excess verbal baggage
that makes her character what it is,” she
said.
Raeanna Larson plays the role of Laerta,
the older sister of Ophelius and daughter
of Polonia. “The role pretty famously serves
as a foil to Hamlet — where Hamlet takes
forever to decide what to do, Laerta is all
about action. She can be pretty intense and
definitely has a temper, but she is also someone who cares really deeply,” she said.
She said the most challenging part was
also the most rewarding — that of the gender-swap. “There aren’t many roles like
Laertes written for women. In my experience, women aren’t often portrayed in moments of sheer rage, especially not anger
that manifests in violence. So, I’m getting
to do several things and tap into several
emotions I haven’t had the chance to explore on stage, and it’s really wonderful.”
Lesley McKnight is playing two roles —
Claudia and the Ghost of Hamlet’s mother.

“Queen Claudia is a sociopath who was
willing to do anything to become queen,
including killing her own sister. She has
married her sister’s husband, for whom she
has genuine affection, to secure the crown,”
she said. “Hamlet forces her to acknowledge
what she has done. Claudia starts to repent,
but in the end doesn’t, since she isn’t sorry.
Claudia has a plan to kill Hamlet, but in
the end is found out for all she has done,
and Hamlet kills her in revenge.”
She added: “I am also playing the Ghost
of Hamlet’s mother, who was murdered by
Claudia. The Ghost comes back to tell Hamlet about the murder, and to demand that
she seek revenge.”
She said the hardest part of playing two
different characters is to make sure that they
are unique. “I have tried to give them different voices, postures and mannerisms so
that they look and sound like two distinct
people,” she said.
❖ ❖ ❖
Port City Playhouse is staging “Hamlet,”
produced by Mary Beth Smith-Toomey and
Alan Wray, now through Oct. 28 at the Sleepy
Hollow United Methodist Church in Falls
Church. Tickets are $18-$20. Performances
are Oct 20, 21, 26, 27, and 28 at 8 p.m.;
and matinee on Oct. 22 at 3 p.m. The venue
is located at 3435 Sleepy Hollow Road, Falls
Church, VA 22044.

Calendar
Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

THROUGHOUT OCTOBER
Clean Cars for National Breast
Cancer. 4:30-9:30 p.m. at Mr. Wash
Car Wash, 101 North Glebe Road.
Pink suds, pink towels, clean cars, in
honor of National Breast Cancer
Awareness Month. Visit
www.mrwash.com.

OCT. 18-NOV. 19
Peter Pan on Stage. Various times at
Synetic Theater, Crystal City, 1800 S.
Bell St. Take flight to Neverland with
Peter Pan, his Lost Boys and the
Darling children. Ages 7+. $35 and
up. Student tickets start at $15.
Senior citizens and military receive

$5 off. Call 866-811-4111 or
www.synetictheater.org.

OCT. 19-22
Steve-O at the Drafthouse. Various
times at Arlington Cinema &
Drafthouse, 2903 Columbia Pike.
Comedy from Jackass and Wildboyz.
Visit ArlingtonDrafthouse.com.

SATURDAY/OCT. 21
Apple Picking. 9-11 a.m. at Marker
Miller Orchard 3035 Cedar Creek
Grade, Winchester. Sponsored by St
Mary’s Arlington. Celebrate the
harvest season by collecting apples to
feed the hungry. Visit
StMarysArlington.org.
Teddy Roosevelt Island Cleanup.
10 a.m.-1 p.m. at Theodore Roosevelt
Island, George Washington Memorial
Parkway. After hosting a full season
of visitors, the island is in need of a
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cleaning from Team Potomac
volunteers. Visit https://
potomac.org.
Fall Heritage Festival. 1-5 p.m. at
the Gulf Branch Nature Center, 3608
Military Road. Step back into history
and try your hand at some old-time
games and crafts, make a corn husk
doll, try on a coon-skin cap, or work
the cider press. $5. Call 703-2283403.
Fall Close Harmony Concert. 3:30
p.m. in the NRECA Building, 4301
Wilson Blvd. The Featured Guest
Quartet, “SHAMELESS.” Visit https://
www.electric.coop.
Yoga for Good. 4:30-5:30 p.m. at Sun
& Moon Yoga, 3811 Lee Highway.
Donations-only yoga class to benefit
the Catherine Elizabeth Blair
Foundation. Visit
www.sunandmoonstudio.com.
Arlington Chorale Concert. 7:30
p.m. at Westover Baptist Church,
1125 Patrick Henry Drive. Theme:

“Potpourri.” Free. Visit
arlingtonchorale.org.

Drive. Volunteers of America
Chesapeake’s 8th Annual Harvest for
Hope. Free. Call 410-837-7222.

MONDAY/OCT. 23
Meet the Speaker. 3-4:30 p.m. at
Studio 21 at the Arlington County
Central Library, 1015 N. Quincy St. A
lecture by John Edward Niles, “Music
and Politics: Wagner and Hitler” and
will include information about the
Wagner family and the Bayreuth
Festival. Call 703-228-2144.
MONA Annual Preschool Fair. 7-9
p.m. at Temple Rodef Shalom, 2100
Westmoreland St., Falls Church.
Sponsored by Mothers of North
Arlington. $5. Visit
mms.monamoms.org.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 25
Volunteers of America
Chesapeake. 8-9 p.m. at Army
Navy Country Club, 1700 Army Navy

THURSDAY/OCT. 26
Gin and Jazz Gala for Uganda. 6-10
p.m. at New District Brewing
Company, 2709 S. Oakland St. Live
and silent auction items during
cocktail hour, followed by dinner and
dessert, and games to support the
efforts building schools, clinics and
changing the face of rural Uganda.
Visit http://aahuganda.org/gala/.

FRIDAY/OCT. 27
Rosslyn Harvest Fest. 4-10 p.m. at
Central Place Plaza, 1800 N. Lynn St.
Vendors, crafts, gifts, food, music, a
pie eating contest, cornhole, pumpkin
toss and a kids’ and pets’ costume
contest. Visit www.rosslynva.org/do/
rosslyn-harvest-fest
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Entertainment
Nocturnal Nature Campfire. 6-7
p.m. at the Gulf Branch Nature
Center, 3608 Military Road. Sit
around the fire ring for stories,
special animal guests, games, songs
and S’mores. $5. Call 703-228-3403.
“Bits and Pieces.” 7:30 p.m. at the
Theatre on the Run, 3700 S. Four
Mile Run Drive. The performance
incorporates spoken word,
movement, music and kinetic
imaging and animation by Hong Huo.
$10-$30. Visit janefranklin.com or
call 703-933-1111.
11th Annual Vampires Ball. 8 p.m.
at Synetic Theater, 1800 S. Bell St.
Dance the night away with music
courtesy of Resident Composer and
Halloween DJ, Konstantine
Lortkipanidze. The event will include
an open bar, light appetizers, and a
costume contest with prizes. $60$75. Visit synetictheater.org/.

SATURDAY/OCT. 28
Octoberfest Fall Bazaar. 9 a.m.-3
p.m. at Walker Chapel United
Methodist Church, 4102 N. Glebe
Road. Used clothing, furniture,
outdoor and household items, crafts,
jewelry, boutique, Christmas items,
and bake sale. Cafe serves breakfast
and lunch and there is a petting zoo.
All proceeds go to charity. Call 703538-5200 or visit walkerchapel.org.
Champion Trees Bike Ride. 9 a.m.noon, meet at Shirlington Branch
Library, 4200 Campbell Ave. Ride
over mostly level, paved pathways,
while stopping at points of natural
and environmental interest along the
way. For ages 12+. Register with
Vincent Verqeij at 703-228-1863. Call
703-228-6545.
Family Fun Dance Day. 9:30, 11 a.m.
and 3 p.m. at Theatre on the Run,
3700 S Four Mile Run Drive. Jane
Franklin Dance team with music by
Mark Sylvester, Tobias Tenenbaum,
and Jon Kamman. $15. Visit
janefranklin.com.
Halloween Spooky Paws Stroll. 10
a.m.-noon in the Market Common
Clarendon, 2700 Clarendon Blvd.
Doorways for Women and Families
7th Annual Dog Walk. Visit
www.doorwaysva.org.
Rosslyn Harvest Fest. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
at Central Place Plaza, 1800 N. Lynn
St. Vendors, crafts, gifts, food, music,
a pie eating contest, cornhole,
pumpkin toss and a kids’ and pets’
costume contest. Visit
www.rosslynva.org/do/rosslynharvest-fest
Day of the Dead. 6-7 p.m. at the Long
Branch Nature Center, 625 S. Carlin
Springs Road. Celebrate the Day of
the Dead with Calaveras, the
decorative sugar skull masks and
costumes, holiday snacks, and see
some night animals up close.
Afterward, there is a night hike
through the candlelit forest.$5. Call
703-228-6535.
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Arlington Free Clinic Annual
Benefit Gala. 6 p.m.-midnight at
Ritz-Carlton, Tysons Corner Tysons
Galleria, 1700 Tysons Blvd.
McLean. Cocktail reception and
silent auction, including getaways,
art and photography, sports items,
and much more. $300. Visit
www.gala.arlingtonfreeclinic.org.

OCT. 28-29
American Fine Arts Craft Show.
10 a.m.-8 p.m. on Saturday; 10
a.m.-5 p.m. on Sunday at the Hyatt
Regency Crystal City at Reagan
Airport, 2799 Jefferson Davis
Highway. 100 contemporary artists
and designers. Adult $15, senior
$12, student $8, under 12 free.
Visit AmericanArtMarketing.com.
Donation Drop-Off Weekend. 11
a.m.-1 p.m. in the St. Agnes
Catholic Church parking lot by the
Parish Hall at 1910 North Randolph
Street. “Share the Journey” is
sponsored by the Migration and
Refugee Outreach Program which is
collecting donations of household
and personal items. Call 703-5251166.

SUNDAY/OCT. 29
Evolution: Past Present Future
Dance Show. 6 p.m. at Kenmore
Middle School, 200 S. Carlin
Springs Road. Metropolitan School
of the Arts youth dancers in ballet,
tap, jazz, and hip-hop. $15. Visit
metropolitanarts.org.

MONDAY/OCT. 30
Breakfast with the Chief. 8-10
a.m. at the Hyatt Centric, 1325
Wilson Blvd. Join Arlington County
Police Chief M. Jay Farr for a
networking and Q&A session. Visit
police.arlingtonva.us.

WEDNESDAY/NOV. 1
Northern Virginia Bird Club
Walk. 8:30-11 a.m. at Long Branch
Nature Center, 625 S. Carlin
Springs Road. Search of resident
and migratory birds, bring
binoculars. Free. Call 703-228-6535
or email longbranchnaturectr@
arlingtonva.us.

NOV. 2-3
P.E.A.C.E. Investigative
Interviewing Training. 9 a.m.-5
p.m. in Marymount’s Ballston
Center Conference Room, 1000
North Glebe Road. The P.E.A.C.E.
approach has been adopted by
numerous police forces, including
those in Canada, Australia, New
Zealand and many other countries.
It is designed to maintain respect
for the interviewee, whether the
person is a witness, suspect or

victim. Email jdoll@marymount.edu.

FRIDAY/NOV 3
Yoga Dialogue. 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Sun
& Moon Yoga, 3811 Lee Highway.
Cultivating Common Ground In a
Divided Country: A Community
Dialogue. Guided meditations, silent
reflection, dialogue principles, and
mindfulness practices to support us
as a group in candid conversations
about the divisions in our country
and to learn from our different views
and ideas in a respectful space. By
donation only – all proceeds will go
to hurricane relief through Heart to
Heart International. Visit
www.sunandmoonstudio.com.
Meet the Artists. 7 p.m. at
Marymount University’s Ballston
Center Gallery, 1000 North Glebe
Road. Talk with artists Jeremy Flick
and Jon Malis about their exhibit
“Metaphrase.” Visit
www.marymount.edu/.
November Moon Night Hike. 7-8
p.m. at Fort C.F. Smith, 2411 24th St
N. Experience the trails under the
moon, learn a new constellation, and
meet nocturnal critters. Call 703-2283403.
Auto-Audio. 7:30 p.m. at the Theatre
on the Run, 3700 S. Four Mile Run
Drive. New works by Forty+/
Excerpts from Aflight. Postperformance at Capitol City Brewing
Company. Minimum donation $10.
Visit janefranklin.com.

SATURDAY/NOV. 4
Birding Arlington. 8-9:30 a.m. at at
Gravelly Point, George Washington
Memorial Pkwy. Use spotting scopes,
and stroll around the park looking
for waterfowl, songbirds and maybe
a Peregrine Falcon. Ages 8 and up.
Call 703-228-3403.
Whitetail Deer Campfire. 6-7 p.m. at
at Gulf Branch Nature Center, 3608
N. Military Road. Stories, special
animal guests, games, songs and
S’mores. $5. Call 703-228-3403 or
email gulfbranchnaturectr@
arlingtonva.us.

NOV. 7-JAN. 14
“Crazy for You.” Various times at the
Signature Theatre, 4200 Campbell
Ave. A musical comedy with
Gershwin tunes including “I’ve Got
Rhythm,” “Someone to Watch Over
Me” and “Nice Work If You Can Get
It” fuse with tap dancing. Visit
www.sigtheatre.org.

THURSDAY/NOV. 9
Deep Dive Exploring. 8-9 p.m. at
Gulf Branch Nature Center, 3608 N.
Military Road. White-tailed Deer are
the topic. $5. Call 703-228-3403 or
email gulfbranchnaturectr@
arlingtonva.us.
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Boosting a Child’s Self-Esteem
By Marilyn Campbell
ne of the greatest gifts that a parent can give a child is a healthy
self-esteem. Positive feelings
about oneself can lead to success in a gamut
of situations ranging from school to social
circles, say child development experts.
“Self-esteem plays an important role at
all stages of our lives,” said psychologist
Stacie B. Isenberg, Psy.D. “As adults, it can
affect how one approaches situations and
interacts with other people. When self-esteem is low, it may, for example, affect work
performance or one’s ability to recognize
and enjoy accomplishments.”
Parents play an essential part in the development of their child’s self-esteem, advises Cheryl Giacomelli, who teaches psychology at Northern Virginia Community
College. “Parents foster self-esteem in many
ways including leading by example, being
emotionally available, engaging with their
children, and providing a loving and supportive environment that allows children to
succeed and fail,” she said.
Parents can model this behavior in everyday tasks. “For example, while helping a
child with a math assignment and not understanding the math problem, the parent

O

who says ‘I can’t believe I don’t understand
this, I was always terrible at math” is sending a different message than the parent who
says, ‘I’m not sure about this one. Let’s ask
your teacher to explain it to us in a different way,’” said Isenberg. “Parents can benefit themselves and their children by learning to describe situations according to the
specific circumstances and resisting putting
a generalized label on the situation or their
behavior.”
Since children learn by observation, modeling healthy relationships and habits is a
vital component of developing a healthy
self-esteem, suggests Giacomelli. “Choose
an activity once a day in which you are fully
engaged with your child,” she said. “This
may sound like common sense, however in
today’s busy world, it’s sometimes difficult
to devote all of your attention to one task.
This means playing a game or reading a
book and ensuring your cell phone is nowhere in sight.”
“Experiences that may negatively impact
the development of a strong sense of self
occur when we do not fully engage with
our children, when we do not allow our
children to fail, and when we do not acknowledge our own faults,” continued
Giacomelli
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Avoid harsh criticisms and display expressions of love, warmth and affection, advises
Joanne Bagshaw, PhD, LCPC, professor of
psychology at Montgomery CollegeGermantown.
“Children’s self-esteem develops based on
how well their parents love them,” she said.
“The best thing parents can do is to openly
and unconditionally love and accept their
child. Parents … can do so verbally, by telling their children often that they love them
and by being openly affectionate, with hugs,
for example. Parents can also communicate
warmth through their tone of voice, and eye
contact.”
PRAISING CHILDREN is important, but
it must be sincere. Even setbacks can offer
opportunities for developing a healthy selfesteem, suggests Isenberg. “Children feel
good about themselves when they have received genuine, positive reinforcement from
people and situations,” she said. “Praising
a child’s efforts is one of the best things
parents can reinforce, because a child can
control his effort, whereas outcome isn’t
always within one’s control.”
One example that Isenberg offers is saying something like, “I’m so proud of how
hard you studied for that science test. You

A positive self image
is a lifelong gift.
spent a lot of time reviewing the material
and were really dedicated to being prepared.”
Allowing children to learn to do things
on their own and even experience a setback
within a supportive environment may increase feelings of confidence and competence, says Jerome Short, Ph.D., associate
professor of psychology at George Mason
University.
“Parents may do too much for children
or protect them from failure so that children do not learn to cope with difficult situations and soothe themselves,” he said.
“Children should believe that they have
worth for being a unique person.”
Fostering opportunities for positive social
interaction with their peers can lead to a
healthy self-esteem, says Short. “Children
who have close friendships and reciprocal
sharing with friends tend to have higher
self-esteem,” he said. “Children’s successful accomplishment of goals also boosts selfesteem.”
Establishing boundaries and setting limits with children can instill a sense of safety
and security, advises Short. “Authoritative
parenting that is high in support and high
in structure and expectations contributes to
children’s positive sense of self,” he said.
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We pay top $ for STERLING,
MEN’S WATCHES,
JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY,
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.
Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

Legals

Legals

ABC LICENSE

ABC LICENSE

Nirvair inc trading as Arlington Exxon and
Carwash, 1824 Wilson Blvd., Arlington, VA
22201-3003 . The above establishment is
applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL
()*MVYH>PULHUK)LLY6Ɉ7YLTPZLZ
license to sell or manufacture alcoholic
beverages.Gagandeep Singh, President.
NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this
license must be submitted to ABC no later
than 30 days from the publishing date of
[OLÄYZ[VM[^VYLX\PYLKUL^ZWHWLYSLNHS
notices. Objections should be registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

Chens Kitchen Arlington Inc trading as
Mrs Chens Kitchen, 3101 Columbia Pike,
Arlington, VA 22204-4303 The above
establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) for a Beer On
Premises license to sell or manufacture
alcoholic beverages.Jian Liu/President.
NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this
license must be submitted to ABC no later
than 30 days from the publishing date of
[OLÄYZ[VM[^VYLX\PYLKUL^ZWHWLYSLNHS
notices. Objections should be registered at
^^^HIJ]PYNPUPHNV]VY

Legals
ABC LICENSE

Paying for World Class
From Page 3
doesn’t have to be gold-plated world class standard.”
“It’s that ‘world-class’ attitude,” said Taylor. “If I
never hear that phrase again, it’s too soon.”
Nora Palmatier from the Urban Forestry Commission said she’s believed the county and school should
approach projects the way any resident might approach making renovations to their kitchen: lay out
their budget and see how much improvements they
can make with the money on hand instead of setting the lofty goals first and scrounging up the funding to meet it.
“When I see our school designs, it seems like we’re
being driven by architects rather than common
sense,” said Julie Lee, a local resident. “We need to
be sensible and realistic. We need to focus more on
where we can put that funding into the actual classrooms.”
Some of the citizens said they aren’t opposed to
paying more taxes or fees, but only if the county
can show that it can spend that money wisely.
“I don’t want to hear about additional fees on anything until we can figure out where this spending is
coming from,” said Taylor. “I’m willing to spend more
on taxes if it’s really necessary … but the county
seems to think we’re bottomless pits for tax dollars
and we’re not.”
Edie Wilson, past president of the Shirlington Civic
Association, said that in her discussions with local
merchants there’s been a feeling that any increase
in taxes or fees on the local business community
would need to come with a long overdue rehaul of
the county’s inspection process.
“The pace of improvement from the county is just
not acceptable,” said Wilson. “[Business owners]
were promised a one-stop shop.”
Wilson also encouraged Arlington to review the
structure for how the fee system charges businesses.

Currently an inspection for a local small business costs
the same as it would for a big box retail store. Others
spoke up in agreement and shared their stories of
poor service from Arlington’s Inspection Services Division.
“Permitting and fee costs have increased but the
fees are not justified; the process doesn’t work properly,” said Michael Grace, adding that in his experience the office shuffles business owners through several long lines. “It’s incomprehensible to a normal
citizen.”
There were a couple topics of disagreement. Charles
Nesby said he was unhappy with all the county funding and street space being devoted to bike lanes.
Nesby said he favored having bikes integrated with
traffic.
“Traffic is increasing in Arlington but bike lanes
are taking up more of the streets,” said Nesby. “I would
seek a reduction in bike lanes.”
But Palmatier noted that bicycle use in Arlington
County has continually been on the rise over the last
few years and more Arlingtonians are biking to work,
which means the county needs to provide support in
transportation infrastructure.
“I biked here. I bike to work. Biking is on the rise,”
said Palmatier. Like the other pressures of growing
density and a growing population, Palmatier tried to
put a positive spin on it. “We are simply too popular.”
October marks the end of the FY 2017 budget. The
county manager will receive preliminary budget guidance from the County Board by the end of October,
and around December/January the draft budget will
be proposed.
In mid-February, the manager will present the budget to the County Board, which will host work sessions throughout March and April to review and refine the budget before final adoption scheduled for
the last week in May.

Learning at the Firehouse

Green Valley Stores LLC trading as Green
Valley Market, 2415 Shirlington Road
Arlington, Virginia 22206. The above
establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVER(.,*65;963()*MVYH6Ɉ7YLTPZL
Beer and Wine license to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages. Ibrahim Al Amin.
NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this
license must be submitted to ABC no later
than 30 days from the publishing date of
[OLÄYZ[VM[^VYLX\PYLKUL^ZWHWLYSLNHS
notices. Objections should be registered at
^^^HIJ]PYNPUPHNV]VY
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From Page 3
is safe and working.
Ortiz has been a firefighter in Arlington County
for 26 years. He says his favorite thing about the job
is that every day is something new. Some days they
spend it mostly cleaning, cooking and training. Some
days it’s calls out to accidents or help for someone
that’s sick.
“It’s something different every day,” said Ortiz.
“You’re never bored. There’s always something new.
There’s always a challenge, and it helps you grow as

a person. At the end of the day, you helped change
someone’s life.”
For Ortiz and the other firefighters of Station 10,
this will be their last open house in the current facility. In early 2018, Station 10 will move their main
truck and ambulance into a nearby temporary fire
station it will share with H-B Woodlawn and Stratford
schools. The rescue trailer will be moved to Fire Station 1. In Fall 2020 or 2021, Station 10 will be moved
once again into its new, permanent home in West
Rosslyn.

‘Flourishing After 55’
“Flourishing After 55” from Arlington
Office of Senior Adult Programs for Oct.
22-28.
Senior centers: Lee, 5722 Lee
Hwy.; Langston-Brown Senior Center,
2121 N. Culpeper St.; Walter Reed,
2909 S. 16th St.; Arlington Mill, 909 S.
Dinwiddie St.; Aurora Hills, 735 S. 18th
St.
Senior trips: Biggs Museum of
American Art and Johnson Victrola
Museum, Dover, Del.,Thursday, Oct. 26,
$61 (including lunch); Maryland Live!
Casino, Hanover, Md., Friday, Oct. 27,
$9; OysterFest Cruise to St. Michael’s,
Saturday, Oct. 28, $99. Call Arlington
County 55+ Travel, 703-228-4748. Registration required.
NEW PROGRAMS:
Hearing aids 101, Monday, Oct.
10 ❖ Arlington Connection ❖ October 18-24, 2017

23, 10 a.m., Walter Reed. Register, 703228-0955.
Civil War forts hike, Tuesday, Oct.
24, 10 a.m.. Details, 703-228-4403.
Wills and living trusts workshop,
Tuesday, Oct. 24, 11 a.m., Arlington
Mill. Details, 703-228-7369.
2018 Fall foliage tours information, Wednesday Oct. 25, 6:30 p.m.,
Langston-Brown. Register, 703-2286300.
Partner dance lessons, beginner,
2 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 25, Lee. Details, 703-228-0555.
Healthy supermarket strategies, Wednesday, Oct. 25, 1:30 p.m.,
Aurora Hills. Register, 703-228-5722.
Walter’s Walkers, 30 minutes,
Wednesday, Oct. 25, 8:30 a.m., Walter
Reed. Details, 703-228-0955.
Medication interactions, plus
proper disposal of medicines, Thursday,

Oct. 26, 10 a.m., Walter Reed. Register,
703-228-0955.
AARP’s safe driving class, Thursday, Oct. 26, Friday, Oct. 27, 9 a.m. – 1
p.m., Aurora Hills, $20 ($15 AARP
members). Register, 703-228-5722.
“Let’s Make a Deal,” Halloween
style, Thursday, Oct. 26, 4:30 p.m.,
The Connection Library, Crystal City
Underground. Register early, 703-2284756.
Oktoberfest celebration, Thursday, Oct. 26, 11:15 a.m., $6,
Langston-Brown. Register early,703228-6300.
The Sultanas, ancient art dancers,
will perform, Friday, Oct. 27, 11 a.m.,
Walter Reed. Free. Details, 703-2280955.
Fast Forwards walking group,
Friday, Oct. 27, 9 a.m., Aurora Hills.
Details, 703-228-5722.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Lefty Loosey”
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By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Good is not
good, where
better is
expected.
-Thomas Fuller

Domestic Violence
Awareness Month
October marks Domestic
Violence Awareness Month and
the Arlington County Police
Department has partnered
with Doorways for Women and
Families to bring attention to
this issue. During the month of
October a purple ribbon,
donated by Doorways, will be
displayed on many Arlington
County Police Department
vehicles in support of the
efforts to reduce the incidence
and severity of domestic violence in the community.

GUTTER

GUTTER

IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

TILE / MARBLE

TILE / MARBLE
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From Page 4
the face of public sentiment and only further proves that Trump and EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt are out to serve fossil
fuel interests, not everyday Americans.
We are at least fortunate in Virginia to
have our own plan moving forward to cut
carbon emissions, one that will help grow
our economy and hopefully steer revenue
back to the commonwealth from the sale
of carbon
allowances in a multi-state marketplace.
We simply can’t wait to act on climate
change — too much is at stake. Try as they
might to undermine these efforts in Washington, American sentiment is clear: we
want cleaner air and a greener grid.
Sharon Shutler
Arlington

Bulletin Board
From Page 2
as we trace the roots of the human condition
according to the Yoga Sutras. Free Dharma with
Annie Moyer. Visit www.sunandmoonstudio.com
for more.

SATURDAY/OCT. 21
Young Professionals Care. 1-6:30 p.m. at the
Holiday Inn, Ballston, 4610 Fairfax Drive. Young
Professionals Care connects young professionals
with local organizations through a volunteer fair
and hands-on volunteer opportunity. The
program concludes with a continuation of the
morning’s volunteer fair along with a social hour
to reflect upon the experiences from the day.
This is a free event, but registration is requested.
Check volunteerarlington.org for an updated list
of host sites and to register.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/OCT. 28-29
Donation Drop Off. In the St. Agnes Catholic
Church parking lot by the Parish Hall at 1910
North Randolph St. “Share the Journey” is
sponsored by the Migration and Refugee
Outreach Program which is collecting donations
of household and personal items. Call 703-8413891 with questions.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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So I’ve been told mnemonically for years. But
when you’re home and automotive-repair challenged as I am, everything is much easier said than
done, especially when the mnemonic device is easier to handle/figure out than whatever tool and/or
schematic is necessary/advisable for the athome/in-driveway repair. (We don’t have a garage,
or much of a basement for that matter. It’s more of
a cellar, actually. In fact, I call it “the dug out,” so
lack of spatial accommodations can exacerbate the
problem).
And that’s sort of how I feel whenever I attempt
a home/car-owner-type repair. Soon after I organize whatever thoughts and tools I guess I might
need: within minutes of the initial effort, I will have
likely complicated the repair and will be forced to
dig myself out, sometimes literally. I’ll spare you the
details, but suffice to say, I am a man of my word
and that word is disaster. To invoke the great and
often-quoted Dirty Harry: “A man’s got to know his
limitations,” (Magnum Force, 1973), and believe
me, I do.
Granted, replacing bulbs in my house, as written in the final paragraph of last week’s column:
“What To ‘Ware,” ranks pretty low on the home
owner’s list of honey-can-you-do?. Nevertheless,
challenges do present themselves, especially when
height and a ladder – or a step stool, with no spotter, are involved. And when I’m looking up with
arms outstretched attacking the problem: light fixture from multiple angles, sometimes, when I place
my hand on the bulb, I begin to lose my orientation and am unsure where’s ‘Righty and where’s
‘Lefty.’ And even though I always remember ‘Tighty
and ‘Loosey,’ when ‘Righty Tighty, Lefty Loosey’
doesn’t immediately bring results, I tend to lose
patience – and confidence, and slowly retreat to
lower ground to reassess.
Unfortunately, there’s no one to call. I mean,
when you fail at the most basic and fundamental
responsibility a home/car owner has, it’s difficult,
even for someone with as little ego as me, to admit
abject failure. Repairing a toilet, installing light fixtures and/or ceiling fans; sawing, sanding, measuring, leveling and drilling; lifting, balancing and carrying; and anything else involving plumbing, electrifying; and even hammering and screwing in general, are tasks I don’t mind asking and/or paying for.
Having been down this road many times before, I
know it’s a path that won’t lead to my redemption.
So not wanting to make a bad situation worse,
or create a problem where one or two previously
didn’t exist, I have to employ the simplest of solutions. And what’s simpler than “a pithy observation
that contains a general truth:” an aphorism (Dictionary. com), an aid to one’s lack of memory and
ability to perform even the most basic of tasks, particularly as it pertains to a home owner: bulb
replacement.
Not that this inability is at all defensible. It’s not.
It’s totally indefensible and one whose defense is
not all explainable by the most offensive of terms:
cancer. Which as you regular readers know has
been the bane of my existence going back to late
February 2009. That’s when my Internal Medicine
doctor called me at work to share the results of my
previous week’s surgical biopsy. His suggestion was
that we meet in his office to discuss the results. I
shook my head in disbelief. If he wants to meet me
in person, the results must be bad, I thought.
Otherwise, he’d just tell me, right? I asked him to
hold on as I found a private office for us to talk (me
to react) and braced myself. He told me the growth
was malignant and suggested I see an oncologist as
soon as possible. An appointment was set for the
following Thursday.
Much has changed in my life ever since that
fateful day, but not as it concerns this home/car
owner’s inability to handle the most mundane
tasks. Might haven actually gotten worse. As for
“the cancer,” as “Forrest, Forrest Gump” described
the cause of his mother’s death, not so bad. I am
alive and reasonably well, eight years and nearly
two months out, six years plus past the end date of
my original “13 month to two year” prognosis. Of
that I’m proud. As for the home and car repair
deficiencies, I couldn’t care less. I have to admit
though, it is laughable – and pathetic.
Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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