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I
f there’s one thing other than the Waterfront
that’s definitive Old Town, it’s small busi-
nesses. All up and down King Street, locally

owned stores gives Alexandria a distinctive fla-
vor. On Saturday, Nov. 25, 50 independent stores
throughout Old Town offered special deals and
in-store activities for Small Business Saturday. This
year, local business owners say that emphasis on

Small Business Saturday translated into boosted
sales and a fun time by all.

“My business was tripled from last year,” said
Megan Podolsky, owner of 529 Kids Consign.
“There was a ton of energy in town that day. As a
business owner and part of Old Town Boutique
District, we definitely need to continue with this
energy. We’re becoming more of a force in this
area for shopping and, in my humble opinion, a

Nothing small about Small Business Saturday.

Spotlight on Local Businesses

Alexandria Singers in Old Town for Small Business Saturday.

Santa and Ms. Claus with carollers in Old Town for Small Business Saturday.
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By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

F
ather Gerard Creedon, for-
merly of Blessed Sacrament
and Good Shepherd Catho-

lic churches in Alexandria, died
Nov. 16 at Washington Hospital
Center following complications

from heart surgery. He was 73.
Known as a crusader on behalf

of the poor, Creedon served as
pastor for several area parishes,
including Holy Family Catholic
Church in Dale City, where he was
serving at the time of his death.

Longtime area priest
formerly served at
Blessed Sacrament
and Good Shepherd.

Fr. Gerard Creedon Dies

By Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet

L
ong term, the plan is to
replace Alexandria’s
DASH bus fleet with
electric hybrid buses.

But that goal, while on the hori-
zon, is still just out of reach. In the
meantime, DASH will use $13 mil-
lion in prior year bus replacement
funding to pur-
chase 27 new
clean diesel
buses.

C u r r e n t l y ,
there are 34 old
diesel buses in
DASH’s fleet
which all failed
to meet EPA
emissions stan-
dards, so DASH
has been looking
into replace
them with a

more energy efficient system.
Josh Baker, selected in January

as CEO and general manager of
DASH, updated the council on
Nov. 28 about DASH’s diesel re-
placement plans. While Baker said
he believed electric buses were the
way of the future, there were sub-
stantial obstacles that made clean
diesel a better immediate choice.

Chief among them was cost.
DASH would be
able to afford ei-
ther 17 hybrid
electric buses or
27 clean diesel
buses. Electric
buses cost $1
million each, hy-
brids cost
$700,000, but
clean diesel
buses run as

DASH opts away from electric
for new clean diesel bus fleet.

The Last Diesel?

“If we suddenly
invest in a bunch
of electric buses
and they all
suddenly die, we’ll
be paralyzed.”

— Josh Baker, CEO and
General Manager, DASH

Holiday Gift Ideas

Page 14

Father
Gerard
Creedon
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News
Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

By Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet

T
he city manager’s report moved
from the end of the City Coun-
cil meetings to the start of the
meeting. That’s it. But the item

that was seemingly going to be approved
without much discussion at the tail end of
the Nov. 28 City Council meeting turned
into a spat between Mayor Allison
Silberberg and Vice Mayor Justin Wilson.

The agenda item was a revised order of
business of Council Meetings, but before it
was approved Silberberg noted that its con-
tents should be read so the public is aware
of the change. There was no objection from
the council, but then Silberberg mentioned
a change in the council procedure from
January this year. The council had voted in
support of a change requested by Vice Mayor
Justin Wilson to limit the number of public
speakers signing up at the start of the meet-
ing to 15. Silberberg had expressed open
disdain for the move, calling it draconian
and anti-democratic. Silberberg used the city
manager agenda item to once again express
her dislike of the change, prompting back-
lash from other members of the council.

Wilson, who announced a week earlier
that he would be challenging Silberberg for
mayorship in the Democratic primary, fired
back that the rules limited public comment
to 30 minutes and limiting speakers to 15
was an effort to keep to that timetable.
While Silberberg noted that the limit had
never been strictly enforced, the original
motion was prompted by the sharp length-
ening of public comment periods in the past
year to over an hour.

Silberberg-Wilson spats have become a
regular feature of City Council meetings in
Silberberg’s two years as mayor, but this
argument pulled in other members of the
council against the mayor.

“Why are we even discussing this?” Coun-
cilman Paul Smedberg said to the mayor.

Councilman Willie Bailey, usually taciturn
on council politics issues, unexpectedly
charged into the fray.

“We still go over 30 minutes, we need to
be cognizant of that,” said Bailey. “Ten
people times three is 30 minutes … 15 times
three is 45 minutes. That’s still over 30. I
want to know what this conversation is for?”

The change to the council schedule was
unanimously approved moments later.

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

I
n commemoration of the 100th an-
niversary of the U.S. entrance into
World War I, the National Inventors

Hall of Fame held a ceremony Nov. 9 to
unveil its exhibit honoring inductees who
served during The Great War.

“This exhibit recognizes the vital role
veterans have played in the history of
innovation and invention,” said Fred
Steckler, chief administrator of the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office and US
Navy veteran.

The exhibit showcases five WWI vet-
erans and NIHF inductees and the sto-
ries behind their innovations.

Edwin Howard Armstrong was a mem-
ber of the United States Army Signal
Corps when he witnessed a bombing raid
in Paris that spurred his desire to develop
a better method of pinpointing aircraft.
He went on to create wide-band fre-
quency modulation, better known as FM
Radio.

Arnold Beckman enlisted in the United
States Marine Corps near the end of the
war, but as he was set to leave the United
States for Europe, Germany signed the
armistice that ended WWI. Postwar,
Beckman became an inventor and entre-
preneur, developing instruments for
chemical laboratories. His signature in-
vention, the pH meter, fulfilled an im-
portant need for scientists.

Eugene Houdry served in the tank
corps of the French Army until he was
wounded in 1917 during the battle of

Juvincourt, for which he won the Croix de
Guerre for heroism. As an inventor, he de-
veloped a method for catalytically cracking
low-grade crude oil, revolutionizing the
production of gasoline.

Frederick McKinley Jones enlisted in the
Army when the U.S. entered WWI, one of
200,000 African Americans who served in
France. After the war, Jones used his tech-
nical skills and developed mobile refrigera-
tion technology that was vital to keeping
blood, food and medications fresh during
World War II.

Alfred Loomis served as a U.S. Army lieu-
tenant colonel at the Aberdeen Proving
Ground during WWI. With the experience
gained from working on military technol-
ogy during the war as background, Loomis

designed Long Range Navigation (LO-
RAN), a radio navigation system for
marine and flight navigators to deter-
mine a vessel’s location, along with his
other innovations.

“The WWI Visionary Veterans exhibit
will be on display for the next year,” said
NIHF Museum Supervisor Dave Johnson.
“It is one of several displays at the mu-
seum and the names of all inductees who
served in the military are illuminated in
blue on the Gallery of Icons.”

The National Inventors Hall of Fame
and Museum is located at 600 Dulaney
St. inside the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office.

For more information, visit
www.invent.org.

Procedural change
reopens old City
Council wound.

Public
Comment
Kerfuffle
Revisited

Exhibit honors
WWI innovators.Visionary Veterans

Fred Steckler, chief administrator of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, makes remarks after unveiling
the Visionary Veterans exhibit Nov. 9 at the National Inventors Hall of Fame. The exhibit showcases the
innovations of five veterans from World War I.

National Inventors Hall of Fame Museum Supervisor Dave Johnson,
right, makes an adjustment to the Gallery of Icons. The names of
military veteran Hall of Fame inventors are displayed in blue.

P
h
o

t
o

s
 
b
y
 
J
e
a
n

n
e
 
T

h
e
i
s
m

a
n

n
/
G

a
z
e
t
t
e
 
P
a
c
k
e
t



4  ❖  Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  November 30 - December 6, 2017 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  November 30 - December 6, 2017  ❖  5www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Dealers

★ Mount Vernon Antique Center ★

8101 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria

703-619-5100
www.mtvantiques.com

Browse for great antique & vintage items, and get your
computer fixed, watch repaired and artwork framed.

Follow
us on
Facebook &
Twitter

Correction
In “Draining Great Waves” from the Nov.

22 issue of the Alexandria Gazette Packet,
the City Council discussed extension of the
lease and set a public hearing for Dec. 16.
If the Council does move forward with an
extension, it will be authorizing the city
manager to negotiate an extension and not
approve the lease documents directly.

Submit civic/community announcements at
ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and
artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon,
at least two weeks before event.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE RESOURCES
The City of Alexandria is reminding the community

about the importance of stopping domestic
violence and highlighting available resources.
Domestic violence is an instance or pattern of
abusive or coercive behaviors that may include
threats, harassment, controlling resources,
verbal and emotional abuse, sexual abuse,
physical assault, or other actions. These
behaviors are exhibited by one individual to
exert power or control over another in the
context of a family, or in dating relationships,
(including those of teen couples and adult
couples who do not live together). To check
whether you or someone you know might be a
victim, take a quick online assessment at
www.alexandriava.gov/
DomesticViolence#AreYouaVictim to learn
more. Those concerned about the safety of
another can become active bystanders and help
guide the victim to confidential support and
assistance. Visit www.alexandriava.gov/
DomesticViolence#FriendsandFamilyofSurvivors.
The City of Alexandria Domestic Violence
Program operates a 24/7 hotline at 703-746-
4911. Among the services offered are a Safe
House shelter; counseling; confidential support

groups; and legal help, including court
accompaniment and assistance with protective
orders. There are also opportunities to join and
support the numerous city agencies working
together in the prevention and treatment of
domestic violence.

THROUGH DEC. 1
Honoring Alexandria’s Veterans. As part of

Alexandria’s World War One Commemoration,
the Office of Historic Alexandria is collecting
knitted or crocheted poppies to honor veterans.
These poppies will be used in a community art
project and displayed during a special event for
the 100th anniversary of Armistice Day. Poppies
can be any shade of red, 2 to 4 inches in
diameter. Drop-off poppies along with a card
with your name or group’s name on it for
recognition at any Alexandria City Public
Library, City Recreation Center, The Lyceum,
Alexandria’s History Museum, or Hooray for
Books! Visit bit.ly/2uM6M4x for more.

THROUGH DEC. 14
Ad Hoc Joint City-Schools Facility

Investment Task Force Meetings. All
meetings take place at City Hall in the Council
Workroom, 2nd Floor, unless otherwise noted.
The agendas and relevant materials will be
posted at www.alexandriava.gov/97580 prior to
each meeting. Upcoming meetings associated
with the mission of the Ad Hoc Joint City-
Schools Facility Investment Task Force to
provide guidance to City Council to help frame
the City and Alexandria City Public Schools
Facilities Capital Improvement Program for FY
2019 – FY 2028 are as follows:

❖ Thursday, Nov. 30, 7:30 a.m. – Alternative
Project Delivery Methods Subcommittee Meeting

❖ Thursday, Nov. 30, 9:00 a.m. – Joint Task Force
Meeting

❖ Monday, Dec. 4, 7:00 p.m. – Capital Planning &
Implementation Subcommittee Meeting

❖ Thursday, Dec. 14, 9:00 a.m. – Joint Task Force
Meeting

Bulletin Board

See Bulletin Board,  Page 12
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People

T
his Saturday, Old Town Alexandria
will come alive with swirl of tartan
and the skirl of bagpipes. Once

again, the Alexandria Scottish Christmas
Walk will raise awareness and funding for
the social service efforts of the Campagna
Center.

“By cherishing our past, the St. Andrew’s
Society of Washington, D.C., helps ensure
Alexandria’s future through its children,”
said Society President Bart Forbes. “We are
very proud to be partners with the
Campagna Center which has served the area
so well.”

This annual ritual began in 1970 as a
simple ceremony to honor William Hunter,
a former mayor of Alexandria and founder
of the St. Andrew’s Society of Alexandria.
Bagpipers accompanied the laying of a
wreath on Hunter’s grave in the Old Pres-
byterian Meeting House on St. Andrew’s
Day, Nov. 30.

Many of the wives of the Washington So-
ciety, the successor organization of the origi-
nal Alexandria Society, were active with the
Alexandria YWCA which later became the
Campagna Center. Under their influence,
the Society decided to gift the Walk to the

social service agency as a commitment to
the group’s motto “Relieve the Distressed.”

The event was moved to the first Satur-
day after St. Andrew’s Day to ensure greater
participation and renamed the Alexandria

Scottish Christmas Walk. The Campagna
Center expanded the weekend to include
more events to raise funds. However, the
Society continues to hold a memorial ser-
vice and wreath-laying ceremony at the Old
Presbyterian Meeting House at 323 South
Fairfax St.

This year, the Parade Grand Marshal will
be long-time St. Andrew’s Society leader
David McKenzie. McKenzie has been a
member of the Society since 1975, encour-
aged by his father the Rev. C. Stewart
McKenzie. Rev. McKenzie helped found the
Virginia Scottish Games, was instrumental
in the creation of the nation’s first Kirkin’ o’
the Tartan in 1941, and led the memorial
services at the Old Presbyterian Meeting
House since at least 1950. In the ensuing
decades, the younger McKenzie has been
the guiding force behind the Games, the
Kirkin’ (now held at the Washington Na-
tional Cathedral), and the Alexandria Scot-
tish Christmas Walk. He has served longer
on the Society’s Board of Managers than any
other individual and currently fills the role
as the Sergeant-at-Arms.

The weekend of events includes a gala
Taste of Scotland event on Friday evening,

Dec. 1, at the Atrium Building; Memorial
Service and Wreath-Laying at 9 a.m. on
Saturday, Dec. 2, at the Old Presbyterian
Meeting House; Christmas Walk Parade at
11 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 3; Heather and
Greens sales on Friday and Saturday at the
Campagna Center; and a Holiday Homes
Tour on Saturday, Dec. 2, from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m.

For more information regarding the
Campagna Center events, visit
w w w . c a m p a g n a c e n t e r . o r g /
scottishwalkweekend.

The St. Andrew’s Society of Washington,
D.C., with origins in colonial Alexandria and
Georgetown, is a charitable and social or-
ganization of men of Scottish birth or an-
cestry. It is not affiliated with any religious
institution. The objectives of the Society are
to afford charitable and educational assis-
tance to Scotsmen, lineal descendants of
Scotsmen, and to their widows and orphans,
to perpetuate Scottish traditions and cul-
ture, and to promote social activities among
its members. The Society maintains perma-
nent trust funds for its charitable and edu-
cational purposes. For more information,
visit www.saintandrewsociety.org.

McKenzie Honored as Scottish Christmas Walk Grand Marshal

Photo by Laura Hatcher

David McKenzie at 2017 Burns
Nicht Supper

By Shirley Ruhe

Gazette Packet

K
onstantin Gojnycz has been ob-
sessed with bagpipes since child-
hood. “It has always fascinated
me. The sound just resonates; it

hits you so deep.” He adds that he and his
wife traveled all over the world for about 15
years with their careers but when he moved
to Alexandria, he started taking lessons and
has played for almost 8 years. Today Gojnycz
is practicing like he does every day. He says it
is a hobby but it is also a lifestyle.

“The bagpipes are just so soulful,” he said.
“But there are two kinds of people, those
who love them and those who hate them.
And they can’t explain why. There doesn’t

seem to be any in-between.
But my wife falls in the other
category. That’s why I’m in
the basement and she is on
the top floor.”

He picks up his bagpipes, which he ex-
plains, have three drones, producing two
high notes and one low note. As he blows
into the blowpipe, the bag expands with air
and the room in his basement fills with one
continuous sound. “A bagpipe is not quite
in tune with other instruments. For instance
a C is a C sharp and an A is a b flat. It is a
very old instrument on a pentatonic scale
rather than a perfect scale and it only has
one scale, low a to high a.”

Today he is practicing with Kevin
Donnelly, the current drum major of the City
of Alexandria Pipes and Drums. Gojnycz will
exchange places with Donnelly at this year’s
annual Scottish Christmas Parade when
Gojnycz becomes the new drum major and
Donnelly returns to the bagpipes. Donnelly,
who has been playing pipes since 1993,

said, “I have been drum major for five years
but I like the pipes better. I want to get back
in the line.”

He explains the drum major is the one
who runs the band going down the street.
“He needs a command presence because he
gives orders.” Donnelly adds everything is
precise and practiced over and over. There
are different levels of expertise in the band
and they accommodate all abilities.

The drum major carries a 58-inch mace
twirled high in the air to signal intentions
to the band members in advance. For in-
stance, the mace signals directions to the 5'
4" bagpiper in the middle of the band who
can’t see over the 6’4" Marine marching in
front of her. And when they are in full dress
uniform, like they will be on Saturday, they
wear two-foot high shaggy black hats, which
makes it even harder to see. Four measures
before it will be time to end the tune, the
mace moves high in the air and each piper
and drummer mentally counts down a mea-
sure so they can all end on the same note.
“It isn’t easy.”

The drum major chooses the tunes for

presentation purposes with display based on
British-Scottish units. Donnelly explains they
use the British-American drill. Gojnycz said,
“I have to unlearn some things because I was
a Marine and some things in the march are
different.” For instance, the length of the
stride is 15" for pipers and 30" for infantry-
men. “I have to always look behind to make
sure I don’t step away from the band.”

This year’s Scottish Christmas Parade will
begin with “Killie Crankie,” which is the
name of a pivotal battle in one of the rebel-
lions, “one of those great Highland charges
with broad swords.” The song was based on
a poem. “If you have seen what I have seen,
you wouldn’t be so cantieo (dismissive).”

They have been looking at the weather
for a month in advance of the annual Scot-
tish Christmas Parade sponsored by the
Campagna Center. “It’s supposed to be
about 50 degrees on Saturday which should
be about perfect with our full dress uni-
forms.” Donnelly says they will arrive about
an hour early at Lyles Crouch Elementary
School where the march will begin. “We
look at the weather and tune our pipes ac-
cordingly. If it’s really cold we pray for the

best. The high notes go off key and we don’t
sound so good.”

Donnelly says they will play in the rain
but it affects what they wear. And they are
very protective of their instruments since
bagpipes can cost from $1,100-10,000.

This year’s band has 22 members with 16
bagpipes and eight drummers. They play
Scottish military music and dress that way.
“We have a number of well-known pipers
such as the current Pipe Major, John Sprague,
who is a champion on the East Coast.”

The band stands at attention. Rmmmmm
rmmmm, “strike in the bag.” On the next
down beat all pipes play an e note. “It’s hard
to do it together.” On the next downbeat,
they take the first step and begin to play at
the same time. This year Gojnycz will lead
the band down the street and Donnelly will
lead the combined band at the end. Then
next year back to his spot in the line.

No Middle Ground on Bagpipes

Konstantin Gojnycz practices
bagpipes daily. He says it is a
hobby but also a way of life.

Konstantin Gojnycz and Kevin
Donnelly switch roles and
practice in the courtyard in
back of Gojnycz’s home on N.
Alfred Street.

Photos by Shirley Ruhe/Gazette Packet

Kevin Donnelly,
current drum

major of the City
of Alexandria

Pipes and Drums,
will return to the

bagpipes and
turn this position

over to Gojnycz
this year during

People

At Work

the Campagna Center annual
Scottish Christmas Walk and

Parade.
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News

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

Y
oung At Art, a juried art exhibit
featuring the works of artists 55
years and older, celebrated its
31st anniversary with a reception

and awards ceremony Nov. 2 at the Durant
Arts Center in Old Town.

Co-sponsored by Senior Services of Alex-
andria and the Goodwin House Foundation,
Young At Art showcases works of art cre-
ated by older adults to make them avail-
able to the greater Washington Metropoli-
tan area community.

“We are proud to celebrate the 31th an-
niversary of the Young at Art Exhibition,”
said Jeanne Jacob, executive director of the
Goodwin House Foundation. “The artwork
in this year’s show represents the many tal-
ented senior artists in the Washington, D.C.
Metropolitan area.”

Chris Haggerty, professor of Fine Arts at
Marymount University, served as juror for
the show, which attracted artists in all me-
diums.

“Senior Services of Alexandria is proud
to cosponsor this annual event with the
Goodwin House Foundation that highlights
the many talented senior artists in our area,”
said Mary Lee Anderson, executive direc-
tor of Senior Services of Alexandria. “We
are grateful to Chris Haggerty who served
as our juror again this year.”

Works for the show were submitted by
teachers, professionals and amateurs. Me-
diums represented include: oil, acrylic,

water color, digital composition, photo
print, silver gelatin print, enamel on steel,
fiber, clay and wood sculpture, paint on silk,
pastels, color pencil and mix media.

Winners of the 2017 Young
At Art show include: First
Place - Nilo Santiago; Second
Place – Alfonso Ong; Third
Place (tie) – Donna Lee Gallo
and Jan Peterson; Honorable
Mention – Francesca
DiLorenzo, Donna Lee Gallo,
Nilo Santiago, Patrick O’Brien
and Gloria Spellman.

Juried show celebrates 31 years.Young At Art

Winning artists pose with Senior Services of Alexandria and Goodwin House Foundation representatives at
the Young At Art reception Nov. 2 at the Durant Arts Center.

Young At Art first place winner
Nilo Santiago, left, is congratu-
lated by Senior Services of Alexan-
dria board chair Gerry Cooper as
Gant Redmon looks on.

Patrons admire some of the entries
in the 2017 Young At Art exhibit
Nov. 2 at the Durant Arts Center.

Artist Donna Reuss
talks about her
watercolor “Silence.”

Photos by John Bordner/Gazette Packet
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Marjorie Ann Harris, 92,
died on Friday, Nov. 25,
2017, at Inova Alexandria
Hospital, after a valiant fight
with ovarian cancer. A na-
tive Alexandrian, she was
born on Feb. 26, 1925 at
Alexandria Hospital. She
was the only child of Max
and Victoria Salomonsohn.

She was preceded in
death by her first husband
Clyde Kenneth Warren, her
second husband Paul McNeil
Harris, and her stepsons
Stephen Harris and Paul “PM” McNeil Har-
ris, Jr. She is survived by her daughter, Vicki
Lee Warren (Jim Brigman), her stepsons,
Michael Harris (Lynda) and Phillip Harris,
her step-granddaughter, Asheley
MacDougall (Sean), her step-great-grand-
children, Teighan, Takota, Tate, and Tristan,
her adopted granddaughter, Christine
Wasilewski, and her adopted great grand-
child, Peyton.

Marjorie graduated from George Wash-
ington High School in 1942. She gradu-
ated from Strayer Business College and
worked for Federal Housing until the birth
of her daughter. She loved her hometown
and was an active member of the commu-
nity. She was a member of Beth El Hebrew
Congregation and their Sisterhood; the
Board of Lady Managers of Inova Alexan-
dria Hospital for 55 years, where she

served twice as president;
the 1872 Society of Inova
Alexandria Hospital; the Al-
exandria Salvation Army
Auxiliary, where she served
as president; the Symphony
Orchestra League of Alex-
andria; and the George
Washington High School
Alumni Association. She en-
joyed being included in her
daughter Vicki’s T.C. Will-
iams High School Class of
1973 functions, since she
knew so many members of

the class. She was an avid Washington
Redskins fan, having season tickets since
1962, and a devoted Alabama Crimson
Tide fan.

She loved her life, her family and friends.
She was a strong, caring woman of faith.
Her family is thankful that she was a beau-
tiful part of their lives, and she will be
greatly missed.

A memorial service will be held at Everly-
Wheatley on Thursday, Nov. 30 at 12:30
p.m. Interment to follow at Home of Peace
Cemetery, 701 S. Payne Street, Alexandria.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions
may be made to The Board of Lady Manag-
ers (Cancer Fund) P.O.Box 16453, Alexan-
dria, VA 22302, Beth El Hebrew Congrega-
tion (Endowment Fund) 3830 Seminary
Road, Alexandria, VA 22304, or the charity
of donor’s choice.

Marjorie Ann Harris Dies at 92

Obituaries

By Jeanne Theismann

Demetrios “Jim” Gadonas, a lifelong
Alexandrian and son of the late “Mr. John”
Gadonas, founder of the landmark Majes-
tic Café on King Street, died Nov. 22 at Inova
Alexandria Hospital. He was 78.

Born Demetrios John Gadonas on Feb. 26,
1939 at Alexandria Hospital, Gadonas was
the son of John D. Gadonas and Zoe
Gadonas. He attended Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools, graduating from George Wash-
ington High School in 1957. During this
time he was an avid participant in recre-
ational youth leagues and high school
sports.

“My uncle was a product of old Alexan-
dria,” said Greg Paspatis, one of two sur-
viving nephews. “He was a tremendous
sports fan and passed his love of sports
along to me.”

Gadonas attended Columbia Prep School
in Washington D.C. prior to beginning work
as a mail carrier for the U.S. Postal Service.
In the early 1960s, he began a career of over
three decades on Capitol Hill. Around 1961
he became a Capitol Police officer, serving
until early 1976. He then began working
for the Office of the Clerk in the U.S. House
of Representatives, retiring from that posi-
tion in 1995.

“He loved politics and how things worked
on Capitol Hill,” Paspatis said of his uncle.
“He never lost his fascination with how gov-
ernment functioned.”

Gadonas went on to work for about a
decade with the Radisson Hotel in North

Old Town. Previously, he served in the Vir-
ginia Army National Guard from 1962 to
1968. He went to basic training at Fort Jack-
son, S.C., and Signal Corps School at Fort
Gordon, Ga.

Gadonas received a bachelor of arts de-
gree in government from the University of
Maryland in January 1972. For nearly 40
years he made his home in the Waynewood
neighborhood of Fort Hunt. He was an avid
follower of sports, running the gamut from
organized college and pro leagues to golf,
tennis, horse racing and boxing.

“I still remember my uncle piling my
brother and me into his Austin Healey con-
vertible just to sit outside the sold-out game
at GW High School stadium when Joe
Namath made his NFL debut in a 1965 pre-
season game against the Houston Oilers,”
Paspatis said. “In 1969, he brought me to
my first high school football game when
Hammond won a national championship.
He really loved sports, especially the local
teams.”

In addition to his parents, Gadonas was
predeceased by two sisters; Pauline J.
Gadonas and Eugenia “Virginia” J. Gadonas,
both of Alexandria. He is survived by his
two nephews, Gregory G. Paspatis, and John
D. Paspatis, both of Alexandria.

A funeral service will be held Nov. 30 at
noon at Saint Katherine’s Greek Orthodox
Church, 3149 Glen Carlyn Road, in Falls
Church. Interment will follow at Ivy Hill
Cemetery in Alexandria. Arrangements are
being handled by Everly-Wheatley Funeral
Home. www.everlywheatley.com

Demetrios ‘Jim’ Gadonas Dies at 78
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W
hen the Virginia House of Rep-
resentatives adjourned from its
2017 session, Republicans con-
trolled the house by 66 to 34.

The exact count following elections earlier in
November is still unclear, but one party or the
other could have a 51-49 majority, or even face
a 50-50 split.

I don’t recall anyone predict-
ing this level of change.

Three very close races are
likely headed for recount, in-

cluding one in Fairfax County, and since this is
the first time all voters have used paper bal-
lots, it’s hard to predict how that will go. But
one way or the other, Northern Virginia locali-
ties are likely to have more influence.

Fairfax County, along with Arlington and
Alexandria, prepare a state legislative wish list
each year, made all the more urgent because
localities in Virginia have only the powers spe-
cifically given to them by the General Assem-
bly. If there is any reasonable doubt whether a
power has been conferred on a local govern-
ment, then the locality does not have that
power.

That has meant, for example, localities can
only raise revenue from limited sources, can’t
restrict where people carry guns, can’t set their
own minimum wage, and can’t fully control
land use within their boundaries. Some haven’t
been able to ban discrimination on the basis

Next Week: More Local Giving
Next week, we will publish our lists of local nonprofits for holiday giving. If you know

of an organization that should be included or whose listing needs updating, please email
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com.

Deadline Extended: Children’s Edition
Submissions of student art and writing are due by Friday, Dec. 8, an extended deadline.

You can see last year’s editions by visiting www.connectionnewspapers.com/PDFs/ and
scroll down to Children’s Edition. Email submissions to the following editors:

❖ For Burke, Clifton, Fairfax, Fairfax Station, Great Falls, Herndon, Lorton, McLean,
Reston, or Springfield, email to Kemal Kurspahic at kemal@connectionnewspapers.com.

❖ For Alexandria, Arlington, Centreville, Chantilly, Mount Vernon, or Potomac, Md.,
email to Steven Mauren at smauren@connectionnewspapers.com.

Careful What To Wish For
Could changes in General Assembly mean some legislative
requests from Northern Virginia might not be dead on arrival?

Editorial

of sexual orientation and gender identity.
Not all of these restrictions are based on

party affiliation.
Aside from more local authority, the top wish

is for more funding.
Fairfax County’s draft on funding schools:

“Public education funding in the Common-
wealth is enshrined in the Virginia Constitu-
tion as a joint responsibility of both state and
local governments, so it is essential that the
state fully meet its Constitutional responsibil-
ity to adequately fund K-12 education. Unfor-
tunately, the Commonwealth continues to al-
low critical gaps to persist between state fund-

ing and the actual costs of providing a high-
quality education, placing more of the fiscal
burden on localities while substantially limit-
ing local revenue sources, creating a discrep-
ancy that has become increasingly untenable.”

The one action that could produce signifi-
cant funding and services with very low cost
to state coffers: expanding Medicaid in Virginia
under the Affordable Care Act. Virginia has
turned away billions of dollars, plus the jobs
and healthier citizenry that come with that.

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Unresponsive
Government
To the Editor:

The following open letter was
addressed to Alexandria city
government.

We have been residents of 3917
Colonel Ellis Ave., here in Alexan-
dria for over 33 years. We have
testified before the city Planning
and Zoning Commission earlier
this fall relating our experience
from inadequate stormwater con-
trols to protect our property when
the city approved the construction
of new homes on Chelsea Court
back in the early 1980s. Our con-
cern is that that same sort of prob-
lems will occur to our property
again in 2017-2018 with the con-
struction of new homes at 3832
and 3834 Seminary Road.

While we provided our views in
formal testimony, we have yet to
receive any communications from
the city acknowledging our con-
cerns or explaining how the prob-
lems affecting our property for the
past three decades will not hap-
pen again. So much for responsive
City government.

In addition, we strongly support
the formal appeal of Temple Beth
El to the Planning Commission’s
decision of Nov. 8. We respectfully
wish to appeal the Planning
Commission’s on our own motion
as well.

Mr. and Mrs. J. Denis
O’Toole

Alexandria

Avoid Building
In Ravine
To the Editor:

The following open letter was
addressed to the mayor, vice
mayor, and City Council.

Thank you for your efforts to
help find very necessary corrective
improvements to the flawed plan
for 3832 and 3834 Seminary
Road/Karig Estates.

We formally appeal the decisions
of the Planning Commission on
Oct. 3 and Nov. 9 to City Council
and request that the parties in-
volved look more carefully into
ways to improve the present site
plan.

Our house is adjacent to the site
in question. We have been

homeowners in the city for 25
years, 19 in our current home. We
are particularly concerned about
setback, water runoff, building on
the unstable slope, and irreparable
damage to one of the few natural
habitats left in the city. There just
isn’t a good reason why the houses
shouldn’t be set closer to Seminary
Road in order to avoid building in
the ravine.

We invite you to come see the
site for yourselves anytime at your
convenience. We’d be happy to
have you stop by to see exactly
why we are concerned.

Thank you for your careful con-
sideration.

John and Christina Lytle
Alexandria

Solutions
Identified
To the Editor:

The following open letter was
addressed to the mayor, vice
mayor, City Council and appropri-
ate city staff.

I support appeal of the Nov. 9
decision of the Planning and Zon-

Letters to the Editor

ing Commission to the Alexandria
City Council. The decision approv-
ing the Karig Estates (3832-3834
Seminary Road) Site Plan as
amended and the Subdivision Plan
should be temporarily set-aside
and referred to staff and the ap-
plicant to satisfactorily resolve
concerns raised in the Beth El He-
brew Congregation Appeal.

I also add my name to the Alex-
andria Coalition for Responsible
Stewardship petition in support of
the Nov. 22 Beth El Hebrew
Congregation’s letter appealing
the decision.

Remaining issues include the
setback of Lot #1 from Seminary
Road, the location of Lot #4 on
the edge of the ravine and the re-
sulting increase in slope erosion
and water flow into the ravine and
wetland, and the location of the
proposed sewer line through the
wetland buffer zone.

Community concerns were casu-
ally dismissed by the Planning and
Zoning Board. City staff pledges
that they will continue to monitor
and work with the applicant be-
fore granting final approval were

See Letters,  Page 11
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Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

not reassuring.
As a neighbor to this property

for the last 24 years, I ask the Plan-
ning and Zoning Decision be re-
manded back to staff for re-con-
sideration of the following:

❖ Re-evaluate the building set-
back from Seminary Road to con-
form with the setback of adjacent
residential subdivision lots. This
will allow movement of all four
houses closer to Seminary Road
and away from the steepest and
most vulnerable part of the ravine.
A preliminary plan to do just that
was developed and approved by
city staff and the applicant but set
aside when the Planning Commis-
sion ruled this was not an amend-
ment to the site plan but would
require a whole new site plan sub-
mission. This decision was made
late at night without proper con-
sideration of all the time and ef-
fort that the applicant and staff
had put into this compromise over
the previous two years. This deci-
sion should be reversed by City
Council allowing resolution of
these issues in a more timely fash-
ion as an amendment to the ap-
proved site plan.

❖ Ensure the house on Lot #4
is set back from the edge of the
ravine so as not to increase slope
erosion and storm water drainage
into the ravine and onto adjacent
properties. This will shorten the
new road, decreasing the amount
of impermeable surface, the
amount of mature forest that
needs to be clear cut, and the dis-
tance to Seminary road that the
sanitary sewer needs to traverse;
and

❖ Relocate the proposed sewer
line away from the buffer zone and
wetland to connect with the sani-
tary sewer on Seminary Road. The
goal here is to minimize impacts
on the buffer zone, spring, wetland
and the saturated soils on adjacent
properties. This will reduce the
need for clear cutting mature for-
est, the amount of disruption to

From Page 10

See Letters,  Page 12

Letters

the natural aquifer, and the sub-
sequent increase in storm water
flow and water degradation.

This proposal was made by the
Stormwater Section of the City
Department of Transportation and
Environmental services, but was
not given adequate consideration
by the Commission at their late
night meeting. It should be given
the attention it deserves, as it ad-
dresses so many of the concerns
about this project.

Thank you for your serious con-
sideration of these concerns.

Pat Tokarz
Alexandria

Assign Police
To Intersections
To the Editor:

I would like to applaud Dan
Koslov for his letter to the editor
[“Fix Blocked Intersections,” Nov.
23] where he vividly amplified
what I have been saying for almost
20 years. That is, there needs to
be some corrective action taken
during our peak traffic hours to
stop the flagrant disregard of
many who regularly park in the
“box” thereby inhibiting all traffic
to proceed in an efficient and safe
manner.

In my first attempt to run for
City Council in 2000, I made the
improvement of traffic my most
important initiative. Specifically I
proposed that uniformed police
officers be stationed at the key
traffic bottlenecks throughout the
city to direct traffic during the
peak traffic hours. I didn’t win the
election, however David Speck
who did win guided that same ini-
tiative through council and it be-
came the “law of the land” for
about a year when mysteriously it
was discontinued. Why a success-
ful initiative to make our streets
safer was done away with is to this
day an unanswerable question.

Every day when I leave work
and proceed down Prince Street I

come to a “screeching” stop at
Henry Street regardless of whether
or not I have a green light in my
favor, as cars moving south on
Route 1 are sitting in the “box”
blocking my path. To a lesser ex-
tent I experience the same di-
lemma when I attempt to cross
Washington Street. Police direct-
ing traffic are definitely needed at
these two critical intersections. In
New York City these parking-in-
the-“box” violators would pay a
heavy fine.

For years I have marveled at the
efficiency of the Capitol Hill and
Baltimore Police as their uni-
formed police officers effectively
expedite traffic during the peak
traffic hours. “Lo and Behold” last
week as I was returning home
through the District of Columbia,
at about 5 p.m., down Connecti-
cut Avenue I was pleasantly sur-
prised when I crossed “K Street.”
There were three, not one, three
uniformed police officers directing
traffic at that intersection. Why is
it everyone else gets it right except
Alexandria? Maybe directing traf-
fic isn’t as “sexy” as chasing crooks
however it should not be beneath
the dignity of our police force to
do so.

Townsend A. “Van” Van
Fleet

Alexandria

Protest Art
To the Editor:

Leave Alexandria’s Protest
Statue alone. Its dramatic art is
ideal for current and future pro-
tests. Its placement is important
too. Standing above the traffic at
the intersection of Prince and
Washington streets, it faces toward
Washington’s home and family
values. It pointedly turns away
from the seat of our powerful and
sometimes errant central govern-
ment of which the name Washing-
ton personifies.
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Our Protest Statue features no weapon;
its head is bowed; shoulders sagging. It is a
three-dimensional manifestation of unspo-
ken disappointment. I believe the statue is
depicted in this manner to emphasize the
needless loss of lives. Others will find dif-
ferent meanings, but that’s the beauty of
art. It’s supposed to affect you.

Dreamers brought here illegally as inno-
cent babes in arms can use our Protest
Statue to publicly register their opposition
to possible forced deportation. The harassed
can use it to object to the belittling verbal
and real physical abuse they endure, espe-
cially in the workplace. Also, sensible people
everywhere can use it to register their dis-
dain for the erratic, crude deportment of
our sitting president.

Alexandria taxpayers can embrace it as a
symbol of their impotence when they seek
redress at a city Planning Commission meet-
ing or City Council forum. Students can use
it to protest the crushing debt they will be
inheriting because of their parents’ refusal
to pay for the many services they demand
from a Federal government long unable to
live within its means.

The literalists will have us believe that
our protest art statue endorses a cause, and
removing it will purify history. For reasons
that elude me, these literalists refuse to rec-
ognize, like the also divisive Vietnam War,
our Protest Statue only recognizes the pre-
mature deaths of long ago Alexandria citi-
zens.

Challenges
Of Marine Clay
To the Editor:

The following open letter was sent to
the mayor and City Council.

We live at 3929 Colonel Ellis Ave. in
Alexandria, just behind the Beth El Syna-
gogue, separated by one property from
the proposed development of Karig Es-
tates at 3832 and 3834 Seminary Road.
Thank you for your efforts to facilitate
necessary corrective improvements to
this proposed development.

We are adamantly opposed to the Karig
Estates development as presently consti-
tuted. As the attached photographs dem-
onstrate, our property contains the storm
sewer which collects the water flowing
from the several properties above us on
Colonel Ellis Avenue as well as the hill-
sides surrounding the synagogue and
adjacent properties. During even rela-
tively minor storms our property contains
essentially two flowing streams causing
us to fight a constant battle with erosion.
In fact, we recently had to beg the city
to take corrective action to prevent the
storm sewer from collapsing. The erosion
was so severe that water had undercut
an entire corner or the structure. Given
the well-established nature of the soil
and topography of the Karig site, the
massive flow of water across our prop-
erty, with all the attendant problems de-

scribed above, will be exacerbated.
We are now living in our second home in

the Seminary Ridge development. Because
of various improvements made in both
homes, we have had some not insignificant
experience with marine clay. Extensive, ex-
pensive remedial action was required in
both locations. The structural implications
of marine clay are a matter of ongoing con-

cern to virtually every homeowner we know
in Seminary Ridge. To construct a develop-
ment like the proposed Karig Estates, with
the identical issues related to soil, drain-
age and topography is simply irresponsible.

We hope you will review the attached
photographs and just imagine the flow of
water we experience. I would also be happy
to show you the extensive work that was
necessary to maintain the structural integ-

rity of our home due to the marine clay.
We understand that reasonable modifi-
cations can be made to the proposed
Karig Estates that would be acceptable
to all parties while ameliorating some of
our concerns. We urge you to give these
your careful consideration.

John and Nancy Scruggs
Alexandria

The property of John and Nancy Scruggs contains the storm sewer which collects the water flowing from the
several properties above them on Colonel Ellis Avenue as well as the hillsides surrounding the synagogue
and adjacent properties.

Photos Contributed

Nevertheless, they want to move it at tax-
payer expense from where it has been stand-
ing for over a century. Don’t be seduced.
Our Protest Stature needs to remain in its
symbolically powerful place. From this
place, it can serve as an artistic statement
for the aggrieved and for whatever they
protest, now and in the future, a right ac-
corded all Americans.

Jimm Roberts
Alexandria

Uniting
Region
To the Editor:

The Northern Virginia Commission’s Nov.
16 public forum on the state of our region’s
Metro transit system misses the mark.
Metro’s principal problem is not funding,
but governance. Expenses growing at twice
the pace as income and the largest in-sys-
tem-history $1.2 billion Safe Track need-
ing an even larger subsequent $1.5 billion
shows a need for a new board and general
manager — not more money. Obama’s
Transportation Secretary recently noted
that Metro provides 20 percent more ser-
vice than the average urban transit system,
a cost driver current governance can’t or
won’t redress. NVTC casts about everywhere
to find a solution to Metro’s woes except to
look in the mirror where it would find the
answer.

Instead, it looks to Richmond for fund-

ing and grouses about “breaking through
the regionalism” where funding for Metro
must compete with education, prisons,
healthcare, etc. Metro’s lack of a “dedicated
funding source” is because D.C., Maryland
and Virginia can’t agree on one. The three
jurisdictions’ inability to settle on a Metro
funding source shows why D.C.’s Maryland
and virginia suburbs should join D.C.’s state-
hood bid. Once the entire region was in the

same state, it would be keeping the money
it now sends to Annapolis and Richmond
and doesn’t get back because they spend it
elsewhere. A single state legislature would
enact a uniform tax to fund metro. Far from
far-fetched, uniting the region in a single
state would prove prudent public policy.

Dino Drudi
Alexandria

Letters to the Editor

Opinion

SATURDAY/DEC. 2
Future Quest. 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at GMU’s Johnson

Center, 4400 University Drive, Fairfax.
College and career conference for area
middle and high school students with
disabilities, as well as their parents, teachers
and other professionals. Featuring more than
40 workshops and exhibits related to
successful life after high school. Free. There
is free parking in Lot K, or in the Mason Pond
Parking Garage for $8. Visit
www.futurequestgmu.org to register or email
futurequestnova@gmail.com.

THROUGH DEC. 3
Coat and Blanket Drive. Nova Relief Center

is holding a blanket and coat drive for Syrian
and Iraqi refugees who have fled their
homesto escape the violence from the civil
war in Syria. Paxton Van Lines and Maersk
are donating their services this year. Donated
blankets and coats should be new or gently
worn, and may be dropped off at any
designated drop-off location below. To make
a tax-deductible donation, visit NOVA Relief
Center’s website at NOVAReliefCenter.org

❖ City of Alexandria – City Hall, 301 King St.

MONDAY/DEC. 4
Nomination Deadline. The Alexandria

Health Department and Alexandria Public
Health Advisory Commission are now
accepting applications for the 2018 Flora
Krause Casey Public Health Award. Awarded
each year in honor of Flora Krause Casey,
whose life work improved the health of
Alexandria’s most vulnerable residents,
Alexandria Health Department and
Alexandria Public Health Advisory
Commission recognize one individual who
has made a significant impact on public
health and well-being (physical, behavioral,
mental, and oral health) within the City of
Alexandria. To make a nomination, apply, or
get more information, visit alexandriava.gov/
Health.

TUESDAY/DEC. 5
Annual Meeting of the Alexandria

Chamber of Commerce. 7:30-9:30 a.m.
at Alexandria Hilton Mark Center - Terrace
Room, 5000 Seminary Road. Keynote
speakers will be Robin Hilliard, Managing
Director of Merchandising & Leasing, as well
as Reed Kracke, Director of Acquisitions, for
Asana Partners. Visit alexchamber.com.

From Page 5

Bulletin Board
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much more special place to shop
and be than, say, Arlington. The
waterfront and the history here,
it’s amazing, people are catching
on to that more.”

Podolsky said many of her cus-
tomers were in from out of town
and said that they were guided to
local stores by their local family.

“It was fun,” said Podolsky. “Ev-
eryone was happy. There was a
good energy in town. It was a gor-
geous day, the weather was beau-
tiful, and I think Visit Alexandria
did a good job promoting it.”

Pierre Paret, owner of Acme
Mid-Century + Modern, said the
public seemed more engaged with
Small Business Saturday than they
had been in years past. All along
King Street, parking was free at
the metered spaces. There was a
Santa and Ms. Claus, carolers, gift
wrapping and other activities
along the street.

“It went quite well for us,” said
Paret. “We had Black Friday as
well, and then Small Business Sat-
urday. We had a nice increase in

foot traffic, more than a typical
Saturday. Some of that carried
over to Sunday, but there was a
drop off. Sales were good, particu-
larly on smaller gift items and
smaller pieces of furniture.”

In general, Paret said there
seemed to be more promotion by
the city about the day than there
had been in years past.

“It seemed to get a little more
play by the city; it seemed to be
emphasized more,” said Paret.
“The trend seems to be 10 years
ago Black Friday was the big deal,
you’d have to be at the door when
they open. Now, very few compa-
nies do that doorbuster thing any-
more, people buy online if they
buy at a big store. Black Friday and
Cyber Monday are a dying sort of
thing, where Small Business Sat-
urday is growing.”

Paret said the activities along
King Street helped push business
towards local stores, as when
Santa stopped by the store for a
photo op or Mayor Allison
Silberberg visited and spoke with
customers about the importance of
local stores.

Busy Saturday

Born Feb. 16, 1944, in
Inchigeelagh County Cork, Ire-
land, Creedon was the fourth of
14 children of John J. and Marga-
ret Creedon. He attended semi-
nary at All Hallows College in
Dublin and was ordained a priest
for the Diocese of Richmond on
June 16, 1968.

Creedon earned a bachelor’s
degree in English and Latin from
University College in Dublin, a
master’s degree in Theology from
Washington Theological Union
and a second master’s degree in
Social Work from The Catholic
University of America.

Well-known within the Catholic
Diocese of Arlington, Creedon
served at a number of area par-
ishes. He served as parochial vicar
of Blessed Sacrament Church,
1968-75; St. Luke Church in
McLean, 1975-78; and St. Agnes
Church in Arlington, 1978-79; and
pastor of Good Shepherd Church,
1979-91.

While serving at Good Shep-
herd, Creedon was appointed di-
rector of diocesan Catholic Chari-
ties, a position he held from 1981
until 1988. In 1991, he moved to
the Dominican Republic, where he
was founding pastor of the Arling-
ton Mission in the parish of San
Francisco de Asis Bánica.

Creedon returned to Virginia in

1995 when he became pastor of
St. Charles Borromeo Church in
Arlington, where he served until
his appointment to Holy Family in
2010.

Among his many contributions,
Creedon founded Gabriel Homes
for people with disabilities and the
diocesan Peace and Justice Com-
mission, where he served as chair
from 2002 until his death.

Additionally, he served as dioc-
esan director of Catholic Relief
Services and the Campaign for
Human Development; founder of
Catholics for Housing; diocesan
representative on the board of the
Virginia Interfaith Center for Pub-
lic Policy; board member of Social
Action Linking Together (SALT);
and strategy team member of Vir-
ginians Organized for Interfaith
Community Engagement (VOICE).

Fluent in Spanish, Gaelic and
French, Creedon served on the Vir-
ginia Catholic Conference’s Re-
spect Life, Health and Social Con-
cerns Policy Committee from the
organization’s beginning in 2005.

In April, Creedon received the
Della Strada Award from the
Ignatian Volunteer Corps and on
Nov. 18 was posthumously
awarded First Home Alliance’s
2017 Alliance Leadership Award.

Creedon was preceded in death
by brothers Cornelius D., Richard
and Michael Anthony Creedon.
Survivors include sisters Therese

Fr. Gerard Creedon Dies
Wilson, Nora Mary Hyde, Miriam
O’Connell and Margaret O’Shea, and
brothers Oliver, Bernard, Thomas, Jo-
seph, Dominic and Willie John Creedon.

A Mass of Christian burial was held
Nov. 21 at Good Shepherd Church.
Burial will take place in Inchigeelagh,
Ireland at a later date. In lieu of flow-
ers, contributions can be made to the
Holy Family Building Fund at 14160
Ferndale Road, Dale City, VA 22193.

Fr. Gerard
Creedon died
Nov. 16 at the

age of 73.
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Gift Ideas

By Marilyn Campbell

C
onsider eco-friendly gifts that are con-
structed from recycled materials.

“Items made from reclaimed
materials are a great way to give a

unique gift,” said Courtney Thomas of the Picket
Fence in Burke. “Reclaimed wood is especially popu-
lar.”

Solemate Socks are another colorful option. They
are made by repurposing recycled cotton yarn that
is then spun into vibrant, patterned socks. Thomas
also recommends decorative items made from re-
claimed wood. “We have some beautiful churches
made from wood salvaged from barns in Alabama,”
she said.

Ornaments made from reclaimed paper are another
environmentally conscious option. “Not only are
these beautiful decorations, but they help provide
jobs for people in third-world countries,” said Tho-
mas.

Kevin Sweitzer of Thos. Moser, Handmade Ameri-
can Furniture recommends items made from sustain-
able North American hardwoods, “Namely cherry
from the Allegheny Plateau in Pennsylvania and
walnut from the riverbanks of Missouri.”

Examples include stacks of food-safe wooden
bowls, which are “are sustainable and reusable,
[make] a perfect hostess gift … and a great conver-
sation piece.”

GIFTS THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE in the lives
of others are also on trend this year.

One example is Starling Project candles. Proceeds
from the sales of these scented candles are donated
to UNICEF to help provide solar energy to under-
resourced countries.

“Products that support a cause are also a great way
to both give a meaningful gift and help those in
need,” said Thomas. “We have pottery ornaments that
are made in Alabama by women escaping domestic
violence.”

Vintage-inspired gifts are trendy this season, says
Susan Nelson from Home on Cameron in Alexan-
dria. “Wooden toys, [for example] appeal to all ages,
as do vintage items such as magnifying glasses,” she
said. “Gifts that are unique and offer a unique expe-
rience are popular right now.”

Handmade gifts are another consideration, adds

Trends in Gift Giving
From charitable to sustainable, shopping
ideas to please even the pickiest.

Vintage items such as these at Home on
Cameron in Alexandria make unique
holiday gifts.
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Todd Martz, also from Home on Cameron. “Visitors
… love the handmade items for gifts, such as felt
flowers from Nepal, hand painted vases, and the
custom pillows [which come] in a variety of colors
and patterns.

GIVING PRACTICAL GIFTS that the recipient will
actually use can minimize the need for gift returns.
Merchants who are on the receiving end of after-
season holiday gift returns suggest customers think
about what it will be like for the recipient to actually
own the gift, rather than the moment of receiving
the gift.

One example, says Madeline Fairbanks of Country
Casual Teak, “are accessories for those who enter-
tain regularly such as … wine stopper or wine caddy,”
she said. “Purchasers like the thoughtfulness of the
items and the durability of the products because they
last for many years.”
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Entertainment

By Steve Hibbard

T
he Little Theatre of Alexandria
(LTA) is presenting Charles
Dickens’ classic, “A Christmas
Carol,” from Dec. 1-16. The

story features Ebenezer Scrooge, a miser-
able Victorian humbug, who travels with
ghostly guides through Christmas past,
present, and future to find the true mean-
ing of the holidays. The show is complete
with special effects, Victorian carols and
Tiny Tim.

Co-producer Jean Coyle said, “The story
of this play is a familiar one to many of us.
As we come closer to the end of another
year, the story calls out to us to review our
lives just as Mr. Scrooge is called by the
ghosts of Christmas past, present, and fu-
ture to do so. While this is an old-fashioned
tale, the lesson in it is very contemporary
— one of love and kindness always win-
ning the day.”

She added that because of LTA’s long tra-
dition of presenting the show each Decem-
ber, that it’s a wonderful legacy of which to
be a part. “The play is such a significant
part of the holiday season for many people
and we often have sell-out audiences, so it
is an awesome responsibility to play a part
in helping these performances happen,” she
said.

Co-producer Maria Ciarrocchi said over
the years she’s performed in seven produc-
tions of “A Christmas Carol” and seen count-
less others. “It’s not really Christmas for me
unless I see this story so when the opportu-

nity presented itself I gladly agreed to spend
the season in Dickens’ London,” she said.

She said three things she hopes the audi-
ence takes away from the play are: that it
is never too late to change the course of
your life, you just have to want to do it;
that everyone matters, no exceptions; and,
remember to take time out of the hustle and
bustle of the holiday season to actually en-
joy the holidays, and that it’s the people not
the gifts that make it.

Director Eleanore Tapscott said LTA has
been presenting “A Christmas Carol” for
several years now. “Although the story is
well known, audiences continued to be in-
trigued by the idea that even the most des-
picable of us is potentially redeemable. With
this year’s production, we’ve focused on the
subtitle of the novella – A Ghost Story of
Christmas, and I also tried to incorporate

more of Dickens’ words into the text,” she
said.

She said the play has many principle and
feature roles, and all of the cast, except for
Cal Whitehurst, who plays Scrooge, play
multiple roles. “Coordinating acting, mu-
sic, and dance for a cast of 32 was definitely
challenging,” she said.

CAL WHITEHURST plays Scrooge, a man
who has become greedy, selfish, and even
cruel in his pursuit of wealth. “At the end,
he is transformed by his encounters with
the ghosts of Christmas past, present, and
future into a man full of generosity, joy and
love,” Whitehurst said.

He said the greatest challenge to playing
Scrooge is the familiarity of the character.
“I sort of see myself as haunted by the ghosts
of Scrooge’s past, so I need to meet the

audience’s expectations and bring Scrooge
to life for them once more,” he said.

Carol Clark plays the role of Belle, who is
Scrooge’s love interest in the show. “She’s a
quiet, loving woman with a backbone of
steel who isn’t afraid to speak her mind
when necessary,” she said.

She calls the show “a cautionary tale full
of ghosts and greed.” She added, “‘A Christ-
mas Carol’ reaches out to the heart with
bright notes of hope, love, and a few car-
ols, of course. I hope our audience leaves
us singing with the joy of the season in their
hearts.”

Kevin J. Broderick Jr. plays the role of the
Ghost of Christmas Present. With a joie de
vivre, “he loves being in any and all Christ-
mas celebrations happening around the

LTA Presents ‘A Christmas Carol’

Members of the cast of LTA’s production of “A Christmas Carol.”

Ebenezer Scrooge
travels with ghostly
guides through
Christmas past,
present, and future.
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Calendar

Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
IMPart Exhibit Showcases the

Power of Art. Through Dec. 3,
various times at the Art League
Gallery, 105 N. Union St., Studio 21.
The Art League’s IMPart visual arts
education program connects
returning Injured Military Personnel
with transformative art experiences.
These experiences are designed for
creative enrichment, relaxed social
engagement, redevelopment of fine
motor skills, and expressive catharsis.
Visit www.theartleague.org.

Holiday Toy Drive. Through Dec. 8,
various times at Quander Road
School, 6400 Quander Road. Donate
new/slightly used unwrapped toys
for toddlers to 12 years old (puzzles,
dolls, board games, action figures
and more). Call 703-718-2400, Ext.
2431.

Toy Collection. Through Dec. 10,
Sheehy Honda of Alexandria, 2434
Richmond Highway, Alexandria will
collect new and unwrapped toys as
part of the company’s annual Sheehy
Cares Toy Collection to benefit the
U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for
Tots Program, which will distribute
those toys as Christmas gifts to less
fortunate children in the community
in which the campaign is conducted.

Mount Vernon Farmers Market. 8
a.m.-12 p.m., Wednesdays, through
Dec. 14. Fresh local food, artisan
crafts. Sherwood Library, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
farmersmarkets/mtvernonmkt.htm.

39th Annual Weichert Toy Drive.
Through Dec. 15, various times at
Weichert Realty, 121 N. Pitt St.
Members of the community are
invited to drop off new, unwrapped
toys at the company’s sales offices
which will be delivered throughout
the holidays in conjunction with local
charities that assist financially and
physically disadvantaged children.

Call 703-549-8700.
Watercolor Exhibit. Through Dec. 19,

various times at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
See “Nature from Three Points of
View”, the work of Jan Burns,
Madeleine Chen, and Shari
MacFarlane, at the Horticulture
Center. Sunday, Oct. 29 is the Artists
Reception. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring or call 703-642-5173.

The Old Bull and Bush. Through
Dec. 24, various times at MetroStage,
1201 North Royal St. An effort to
reopen the famous Hampstead
England pub on stage to celebrate
the holidays with food, song, jokes,
dance and a sing-along. Call 703-
548- 9044 or visit
www.metrostage.org.

Potomac Fiber Art Show. Through
Jan. 7, various times at the Torpedo
Factory, 105 North Union St., Studio
29. The show will be supplemented
with juried items on Dec. 5.The
Torpedo Factory has new hours,
10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. daily and

weekends, and 10:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.
on the second Thursday of each
month. Visit torpedofactory.org.

Mercy in Alexandria Walking
Tour. Sundays at 1:30 p.m. at
Alexandria Visitors Center, 221 King
St. Experience an inside access tour
of 19th century Alexandria. Inspired
by the PBS mini-series “Mercy
Street,” accompany a trained military
historian through Civil War-era
Alexandria and learn the actual
history behind the TV show. Short
tours are $15, private tours for five
are $149. Visit
www.dcmilitarytour.com for more

The Lyceum: 175 Years of Local
History. Ongoing, Monday-Saturday
10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday 1-5 p.m.
at The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington
St. On view in the museum’s
Coldsmith Gallery, the historical
objects and images featured
represent The Lyceum, the
community at work, and
commemorations and celebrations.
Throughout the exhibition, visitors
are invited to “be the curator” and

think about why the various artifacts
are in the museum’s collection, and
about how tangible representatives of
the past help tell the story of
Alexandria’s history. Free. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org.

Pick-Up Hockey. Ongoing,
Wednesdays and Fridays 11:30 a.m.-
1 p.m. at Mount Vernon Ice Skating,
2017 Belle View Blvd. Play hockey
with other hockey buffs, hitting slap
shots and learning puck handling
skills that the pros use. Players must
have full equipment. 16 and older.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
rec/mtvernon/ or call 703-768-3224.

Medical Care for the Civil War
Soldier Exhibit. Ongoing at the
Fort Ward museum, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. ongoing exhibit
which features original medical
instruments and equipment from the
Civil War period and information on
Union Army hospital sites in
Alexandria. Free. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/fortward for
more

Alexandria’s Nurses and Hospitals

See ‘A Christmas Carol,’  Page 20
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RestaurantRestaurantRestaurant

127 N. Washington St., Alexandria • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Make Reservations Early for

Christmas Eve
& New Year's Eve

Call for more information

Winter Specials
• Split Pea Soup with
    Smoked Sausage
  • Asparagus with Fresh
      Smoked Trout
      • Venison Medallions
        • Beef Wellington
           • Rack of Lamb
                • Dover Sole
                   • Cassoulet
                       • Frog Legs

By Hope Nelson

D
ecember is teeming with festive ways to
spend the days. Here are a few top choices
to wet your whistle and fill your stomach.

Taste of Scotland, Dec. 1
The annual Scottish Christmas Walk weekend is

back for its 47th year, and with it comes one of the
premier events of the holiday season: The Taste of
Scotland Scotch tasting. From peaty to malty bever-
ages, there’s something for every Scotch aficionado

(and those aficionados still in training).
Society Fair is catering the event; be
sure to take them up on their fare
throughout the tasting. 8-10:30 p.m.,

277 S. Washington St. $110 for general admission;
$180 for the Patron Hour at 6:30 p.m.

Dolce & Bean Coffee Tasting, Dec. 2
Perk up your holiday prep with some coffees from

around the world at Del Ray’s coffee and fine choco-
lates purveyor this weekend. From nutty to sweet,
Dolce & Bean will have a plethora of blends to try.
Who knows? Maybe you’ll come home with a new
favorite. 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., 2003A Mount Vernon
Ave.

Wines of Piedmont Dinner at Vermilion,
Dec. 5

Enjoy a taste of Italy with a pairing of wines with
a five-course dinner menu courtesy of Vermilion.
From veal terrine to risotto with chicken to a bacon-
wrapped venison loin, every aspect of the taste buds

will be amused as you work your way through a
plethora of wines. 6:30-9:30 p.m., 1120 King St. $90
per person.

Second Annual Taco Eating Contest at
Don Taco, Dec. 11

Are you the fastest taco eater in all the land? Test
your prowess at Don Taco’s now-annual competition.
Start with the preliminary round, which tests your
skill at eating as many tacos as you can in 60 sec-
onds, and if you’re a winner, move on to the champi-
onship round, featuring 10 tacos as fast as you can.
7-10 p.m., 808 King St. $20 entry fee.

Gingerbread Cookie Decoration Party at
Pizzeria Paradiso, Dec. 17

There will be treats for kids and adults alike at
one of Old Town’s most popular pizza joints. Kids
will enjoy letting their artistry shine through on
Paradiso’s gingerbread cookies; adults will enjoy
some festive holiday draft brews from Hardywood.
11:30 a.m-10 p.m., 124 King St.

Christmas Day Dinner at Sonoma Cellars,
Dec. 25

Looking for a new way to spend Christmas Day?
Join Sonoma Cellars’ owners, Rick and Elizabeth
Myllenbeck, for a feast. The intimate table will fit up
to two dozen for a family-style dinner complete with
– of course – wine. 4-7 p.m., 207 King St. $65 per
person.

Entertainment

Appetite

6 Dates to Circle in December

Hope Nelson owns and operates the Kitchen Recessionista
blog, located at www.kitchenrecessionista.com. Email her any
time at hope@kitchenrecessionista.com.

Calendar

During the Civil War. Ongoing at
The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
An exhibit on the life of Clarissa
Jones, a nurse at The Lyceum
hospital during the Civil War. The
true story of a nurse in Alexandria
during the war, drawing parallels
with characters portrayed in the PBS
drama “Mercy Street,” with
references to the experiences of other
nurses, such as Anne Reading, who
worked in the Mansion House
hospital, and Jane Woolsey, who
served at the Fairfax Seminary
hospital. Admission is $2. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/lyceum.

Shield of Earth: Defending the
Heart of the Union exhibit.
Ongoing, museum hours Tuesday
through Saturday, 10 a.m. -5 p.m.,
Sundays, noon-5 p.m. at Fort Ward
Museum, 4301 West Braddock Road.
Highlights of the exhibition include
military passes issued by Provost
Marshal’s Office, construction tools,
and original photographs of some of
Washington’s defenders. 703-746-
4848 or www.fortward.org.

Who These Wounded Are: The
Extraordinary Stories of the
Mansion House Hospital
exhibit. Ongoing, Tuesday through
Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sundays,
noon-4 p.m. at the Carlyle House
Historic Park, 121 N. Fairfax St.
Come see the site that inspired
“Mercy Street,” the new PBS’ series
inspired by real events that took
place at Carlyle House.
www.carlylehouse.org or call 703-
549-2997

Color Disorder Exhibit. Ongoing,
Thursday through Sunday, noon-4
p.m., Sundays, noon-4 p.m. at the
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. A
joint exhibition of artists Katie Baines
and Amy Chan who use diverse
painting materials such as acrylic,

gouache, airbrush and screen print to
build energized abstract paintings.
www.nfaa.org or 703-548-0035.

Flamenco Show. Wednesdays and
Thursdays, 7:30-8:30 p.m. at La
Tasca, 607 King St. Watch dancers
and guitarists perform traditional
flamenco. Free to attend. Call 703-
299-9810 or visit
www.latascausa.com.

French Movie Night. Every Thursday,
7 p.m. in the back room of Fontaine
Caffe and Creperie, 119 S. Royal St.
View a French film. Free, no
reservation necessary. Call 703-535-
8151 or visit
www.fontainecaffe.com/
reviews.html.

Their Fates Intertwined: The Lees
of Alexandria in the War of
1812. Wednesday- Saturday, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, 1-4 p.m. Lee-
Fendall House and Gardens, 614
Oronoco St. A new exhibit on the
experiences of the Lee family in
Alexandria during the War of 1812
examines the contributions of
Alexandria’s citizens during the
conflict that led to the writing of our
national anthem through the lives of
this iconic Virginia family. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org or call 703-
548-1789.

Alexandria Cars and Coffee invites
car enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Owners of classic cars, hot rods,
exotic cars, motorcycles and more
meet to share car stories and drink
coffee. Group meets the first Sunday
of every month. 8:30-11 a.m.

Fifty Years of Collecting. Tuesday-
Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sundays 12-
5 p.m. Fort Ward Museum, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. An anniversary
exhibit of objects from the Fort Ward
collection. Free. Visit

www.fortward.org or call 703-746-
4848.

Dinner for the Washingtons. 11
a.m. at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. A walking tour
that goes behind the scenes to find
out how food was prepared and
served before the era of microwaves
and TV dinners. $7 in addition to
estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org.

Evenings at the Athenaeum.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. 7 p.m.
Second Thursday of every month.
Visit nvfaa.org to view concert
calendar and listen to upcoming
Second Thursday Music artists.

The Monday Morning Birdwalk
takes place weekly, rain or shine
(except during electrical storms,
strong winds, or icy trails), at 7 a.m.
(8 a.m. November through March), is
free, requires no reservation and is
open to all. Birders meet in the
parking lot at the park’s entrance at
3701 Lockheed Blvd. Direct questions
to park staff during normal business
hours at 703-768-2525.

Civil War Sundays. 1-5 p.m. at
Alexandria Archaeology Museum,
105 North Union St., #327. Learn
more about the Civil War as it
occurred in Alexandria. Find
dioramas, newspaper articles and
more Free. Visit
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org.

Wake Up Wednesdays featuring The
Pop Up Cafe. 7-9:30 a.m. on
Wednesday’s near the King Street
Tunnel - Carlyle Entrance located
near 2000 Duke St. near Motley Fool.
The cafe will feature coffee, live
music to help commuters start the
day off right and donuts from Sugar
Shack. maurisapotts@gmail.com

See Calendar,  Page 18
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Entertainment

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Community Dance. 7:30-9:30 p.m.

every third Friday at Hollin Hall
Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah
Road. Live music. Tickets are $4. Call
703-765-4573.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Drop-in for the session
and bring supplies to draw or paint
live models. Fee ranges from $8-$12.
All skill levels are welcome. Del Ray
Artisans is located at 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for a
schedule.

The Harmony Heritage Singers
(Mount Vernon Chapter of
Barbershop Harmony Society), a
daytime, a cappella, Chorus,
rehearses on the 2nd and 4th

Tuesdays, monthly, at Sherwood Hall
Regional Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Newcomers
welcome for fun or to book for a
performance. Visit
www.HHSingers.org, or call Bruce at
703-352-5271.

THURSDAY/NOV. 30
Local Author Thursdays. 5-7 p.m. at

the Old Town Shop, 105 S. Union St.
Featuring Barbara Cousens, who
came to this country in 2001 from
her native South Africa and will be
talking about her book “My
Alexandria Tales.” Visit
theoldtownshop.com/.

A Cappella Holiday Concert. 7 p.m.
at The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Featuring the Capital Hearings, a
D.C.-based 13-member vocal
ensemble, that play a selection of

pop, classical, and jazz music for the
season. $30 includes wine and
dessert. Call 703-548-0035 or visit
nvfaa.org.

Kirkin of Tartans. 7-8:30 p.m. at St.
Andrew & St. Margaret of Scotland
Anglican Church, 402 E. Monroe Ave.
Features a blessing of Scottish
tartans,bagpiper, Scottish fiddling
followed by reception. Free. Visit
www.standrewandstmargaret.org.

NOV. 30-DEC. 2
West Potomac Academy’s

Nutcracker. Various times at West
Potomac High School, 6500 Quander
Road. Guest choreographers include
professional dancers Paul McGill and
Brittany Hall (a West Potomac
Academy Dance alumna), and
Christie Elise (a Washington Wizards
dancer). $12/$15. Visit
www.fcps.edu/WestPotomacHS/.

Mt. Vernon Oral History. 10 a.m.-2
p.m. at Mount Vernon Government
Center, 2511 Parkers Lane.
Recording residents experiences
living in the community. Free. Call
703-799-7601.

DEC. 1-2
Scottish Christmas Walk Weekend.

Various times at the The Campagna
Center, 418 S. Washington St. The
47th Annual Scottish Christmas Walk
Weekend has activities throughout
the weekend. Visit
campagnacenter.org or call 703-224-
2395.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/DEC. 1-3
T.C. Williams Book Fair. Friday and

Saturday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sunday 10
a.m.-6 p.m. at Hooray for Books!,
1555 King St. Proceeds go to the T.C.

By Steve Hibbard

T
he Port City Playhouse is presenting
“Tangled in the Tinsel” for three days
only: Dec. 1 and 2 at 8 p.m.; and Dec. 3

at 3 p.m. The show is a collection of 17 short
sketches that capture the “fun side” of Christmas
— from the mall parking lot to the Sunday School
pageant to a gift exchange. It is a prequel to last
year’s holiday hit by Martha Bolton — “The 12
Plays of Christmas.”

The show is a light-hearted look at all the ways
people manage to complicate their lives during
the Christmas season. All but one of the cast of 13
are new to Port City and several are first-time ac-
tors. The show runs about one hour and 15 min-
utes and there are no intermissions. After the show,
cookies and drinks will be served so people can
meet the cast and share a cup of good cheer.

Director Becky Patton said playwright Bolton has
a great knack for getting to the heart of matters
without being too preachy. “And she’s very funny,”
she said. “We have to be able to laugh at ourselves
in order to step back and honor the season.”

She said what she was trying to accomplish was
“that we can laugh in church and we can use hu-
mor to make us see that there is more to the sea-
son than gifts and parties.”

As far as challenges, she added, “This is an en-
semble play — there are no specific stars or leads,
but lots of people who have to work together to
make the play happen. And it is a comedy, which
means timing has to be spot on. Lastly, keeping a
cast of 13 healthy through the rehearsal period
was very challenging.”

Patton said that since Port City Playhouse moved
into new space at Sleepy Hollow United Method-
ist Church in Falls Church, that they’ve been work-
ing with the church to build out the Fellowship
Hall to be a theater space. “The Christmas show
is a benefit for both of us,” she said.

Maya Andersen is playing two characters. She
said the first is a girl who wants to receive the
best gift at a gift exchange while trying to give
away her own crummy gift. The second is a young
girl setting straight a church play Diva. “I think
that’s my favorite character because she is inno-
cent and funny without trying to be,” she said.

As far as audience takeaways, she said, “When
the audience sees our show, I hope they realize
that there is more to Christmas than presents …
there’s also comedy.”

Chris Andersen is playing the role of a grumpy

See ‘Tangled,’  Page 22

‘Tangled in the Tinsel’ by Port City
17 short sketches
capture the “fun side’’
of Christmas.

From Page 16
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The Alexandria Harmonizers

Present

Peace & Joy: An A Cappella
Holiday Concert

With

Virginia Bronze, Pratt Street Power and 

TBD Ensemble

December 2nd, 8:00PM - December 3rd, 2:00PM
T.C. Williams High School

3330 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22302

Tickets: $25, $30 or $35
20% Senior and 50% Student Discounts on $25/$30 seats

On sale at

www.harmonizers.org
or

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/alexandria-harmonizers- 
15043680749

The Alexandria Harmonizers gratefully acknowledges 
the operational support it receives from the Commission 

for the Arts of Alexandria, Virginia

Another                                  Community Partner

Exp. 12/31/17

Entertainment

Williams English Department. Call 703-
548-4092.

DEC 1-17
Del Ray Artisans’ Holiday Market.

Weekend hours only, Fridays: 6-9
p.m., Saturdays & Sundays: 11 a.m.-6
p.m. at the Del Ray Artisans, 2704
Mount Vernon Ave. Free to browse.
Call 703-838-4827 or visit
www.delrayartisans.org.

DEC. 1-16
Snow Day on Stage. Various times at

The Lab at Convergence, 1819 N.
Quaker Lane. This nonverbal
production features live music and
lots of wintertime fun, just in time
for the holiday season. $9. Visit
www.artsonthehorizon.org.

“A Christmas Carol.” Various times
at The Little Theatre of Alexandria,
600 Wolfe St. $17. Call 703-683-
0496 or visit
www.thelittletheatre.com.

DEC. 1-23
4th Annual Holiday Market

Festival. Various times in the
Carlyle District, 300 John Carlyle St.
Art and craft items, enjoy sweets,
mulled wine and live entertainment
from local musicians. Visit
www.alexandriaholidaymarket.com.

SATURDAY/DEC. 2
Alexandria Archaeology Ornament

Decorating Workshop. 1-4 p.m.
at the Alexandria Archaeology

Museum, Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N. Union St. Call 703-
746-4399 or visit
www.alexandriaarchaeology.org.

Boat Parade of Lights. 5:30 p.m.
waterfront at the foot of Cameron
Street near the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N. Union St. 18th Annual
Alexandria Holiday Boat Parade of
Lights. Festivities at the marina 2-9
p.m. Visit
www.visitalexandriava.com/
boatparade.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/DEC. 2-3
Christmas Cheer Weekend.

Saturday, 10 a.m.–6 p.m.; Sunday,
11 a.m.-5 p.m. at The Church of
Saint Clement, 1701 North Quaker
Lane. Trees for sale with a bake sale,
extended hours for its thrift and gift
shop, caroling, a photo backdrop,
and free hot cocoa. Visit
saintclement.org.

Original Artwork Sale. 4-7 p.m.
Saturday, noon-4 pm. Sunday at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. Eighty local
artists, most members of the Torpedo
Factory Art League, will display and
sell their original artwork. Visit
www.hollinhallseniorcenter.org/.

Alexandria Harmonizers Holiday
Show. Saturday 8-10 p.m.;Sunday
2-4 p.m. at T.C. Williams High School
Auditorium, 3330 King St. Tickets
start at $15. Visit harmonizers.org.

SUNDAY/DEC. 3
Royal Scottish Country Dance

Society. 2 p.m. at The Athenaeum,

201 Prince St. The dancers will show
the audience how it’s done and then
invite spectators to give it a try.
Music will be provided by local and
well-known Scottish Country Dance
fiddler, Becky Ross. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

Meet the Artists. 4-7 p.m. at the
Gallery 311 at the Torpedo Factory
Art Center, 105 N. Union St.
Participating mixed media artists
include Ahmed Ansari, Jennifer
Brewer Stone, Lesley Clarke, Dennis
Crayon, Tsolmon Damba, Jamie Fine,
Greenway, Whitney Staiger, and Meg
Talley. Visit
www.torpedofactoryartists.com.

MONDAY/DEC. 4
Ballroom Dance Classes. 7 p.m. at

The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Led
by Gary Stephans on Fox Trot, Waltz,
Tango, Swing, Salsa, Merengue,
Rumba, Cha-Cha and Samba. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-505-5998.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 6
Japanese Art Auction. 10 a.m. at the

Potomack Company, 1120 N. Fairfax
St. Featuring the Hauge Collection.
call 703-684-4550 or visit
www.potomackcompany.com.

“A Christmas Carol” at the
Tavern. Reception at 7 p.m.,
Performance from 8-9:15. At The
Little Theatre of Alexandria, 600
Wolfe St. Gadsby’s Tavern Museum
Society is hosting a special
performance of “A Christmas Carol”
at The Little Theater of Alexandria.

Calendar

50th Anniversary of
Decorating Contest

This holiday season marks the golden
anniversary of an Old Town Alexandria
tradition: the Old Town Walled Garden
Club Holiday Door Decorating Contest.
Each December for the last 50 years, the
Old Town Walled Garden Club has en-
couraged creative and tasteful
decorations on the doors in the old and
historic district by sponsoring a contest
to recognize the most striking doors in
town.

In keeping with Old Town’s historic
provenance, contest rules require that,
except for festive bows and ribbons, the
decorations feature only natural mate-
rials and that they be made by the
homeowners themselves. Purchased,
professionally made decorations are not
eligible to win. Judging criteria include
originality of design, scale, color, con-
trast, and attractiveness from the street.

The first, second, and third place win-
ners as well as runners up will be
awarded generous prizes donated by lo-
cal restaurants Bastille, Brabo Tasting
Room, Hunting Creek Steakhouse and
Hummingbird Bar-Kitchen. Photographs
of the winning doors will appear in the
holiday issue of the Gazette Packet.
From traditional greens to more contem-
porary designs, Alexandria’s door
decorations make Old Town a holiday
destination. Judging will take place Dec.
9-16.

For additional information, email the
Old Town Walled Garden Club at
OTWGClub@gmail.com.
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$25. Visit
www.gadsbystavernmuseum.us/.

Holiday Magician. 7-8:15 p.m. at the
Holiday Inn-Carlyle, 2460
Eisenhower Ave. Featuring three
family magicians in the region:
Noland the Magician, Captain Token
the Magician and Louis the Magician.
Donations of nonperishable food
items or new toy are encouraged:
Donations go to the Salvation Army.
Contact Danny at
DanielSelnick@Yahoo.com or call
703-347-5540.

THURSDAY/DEC. 7
Worldly Collection for Auction. 10

a.m. at the Potomack Company, 1120
N. Fairfax St. Featuring the Ron
Krannich Collection from Burma,
Thailand, Indonesia, Papua New
Guinea and Democratic Republic of
Congo. Call 703-684-4550 or visit
www.potomackcompany.com.

Shops of Del Ray’s Ladies’ Night
Out. 5:30-8:30 p.m. on Mount
Vernon Ave., Del Ray. Shop local and
enjoy special promotions while
sipping Virginia wine. Call 703-683-
2570 or visit www.visitdelray.com.

Holiday Open House. 6-8 p.m. at the
Mount Vernon District Office, 2511
Parkers Lane. An evening of
refreshments, get to know the staff
and tour the office. Artwork from
Bryant High School students will be
on display. Call 703-780-7518 or
email us at
mtvernon@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Neighborhood Health 20th
Anniversary Gala. 6-9:30 p.m. at
the Hilton Mark Center, 5000
Seminary Road. Join the gala
“Celebrating Our Partnerships” to
support Neighborhood Health’s
mission of serving thousands of
uninsured patients in the community.
Email
anniversary@neighborhoodhealthva.org
or phone 571-438-7715.

An Introduction to French Comics.
7-9 p.m. at The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St. Arlington resident
RM Rhodes leads this lecture about
comics. Visit www.alexandriava.gov/
Lyceum or call 703-838-4994.

Meet the Author. 7 p.m. at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. “A Civil
Life in an Uncivil Time: Julia Wilbur’s
Struggle for Purpose” by Paula
Tarnapol Whitacre. $15. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner.
7:30 p.m. at the Minnie Howard
School, 3801 W. Braddock Road.
Alexandria GOP Committee volunteer
appreciation dinner and December
meeting. $5. Call 571-281-7042.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/DEC. 8-9
Holiday Pops Concert. 7:30-9:30

p.m. at Convergence, 1801 N. Quaker
Lane. “Reflections!” show weaves pop
arrangements of holiday classics with
new tunes. Collecting donations and
wrapped gifts for the Alexandria
Community Shelter adult residents at
all performances. $20/under 5 years
old free. Email
marketing@alexandriasingers.com.

DEC. 8-10
Artfête Weekend. Various times at

The Art League’s Madison Annex,
305 Madison St. Open house and
holiday party, holiday ceramics sale,
and more. Visit
www.theartleague.org.

SATURDAY/DEC. 9
Holiday Market. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at

Mount Vernon High School, 8515
Old Mount Vernon Road. Shop
indoors from over 50 vendors. Email
ptsaholidayfest@gmail.com.

Civil War Christmas in Camp.
noon-4 p.m. at Fort Ward Museum &
Historic Site, 4301 W. Braddock

Road. $2 suggested donation per
person; $5 per family. Call 703-746-
4356 or visit alexandriava.gov/
blackhistory.

Historic Alexandria Candlelight
Tours. 4-9 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 N. Royal St. Tour stops
at several locations around Old
Town. $25 adults; $20 seniors (65
years and older) and active military;
$5 children (ages 6-17). Call 703-
746-4242.

Del Ray Candy Cane Bar Crawl. 4
p.m. at Mount Vernon Ave., Del Ray.
Free. Call 703-683-2570 or visit
www.visitdelray.com.

Ivy Hill Cemetery Presents: The
History and Mystery of
Christmas . 7 p.m. at Ivy Hill
Cemetery, 2823 King St. Historians
Terry Gish and Wayne Kehoe host an
informational event. $10. Not for
children under 10. Call 301-395-
9541 or 703-549- 7413.

Alexandria Choral Society concert.
7:30-9:30 p.m. at George Washington
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive. Alexandria Choral Society
presents “On This Shining Night,”
featuring new settings of familiar
works, modern compositions to evoke
the season, and traditional seasonal
carols. $20 adult, $15 senior/
military/student. Visit
www.alexandriachoralsociety.org.

SUNDAY/DEC. 10
Apothecary Museum Geek Tour

Series. noon-1 p.m. at Stabler-
Leadbeater Apothecary Museum, 105
S. Fairfax St. $15. Call 703-746-
3852.

Colonial Handbell Ringers
Concert. 2 and 4 p.m. at 201 S.
Washington St. Free. Call 703-746-
4994 or visit
www.colonialringers.com.

Cookies with Santa. 4-5:30 p.m. at
the Union Street Public House, 121
South Union St. Meet with Santa and
Mrs. Claus. Visit
www.unionstreetpublichouse.com.

Concerts at Saint Luke’s. 5 p.m. at
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 8009
Fort Hunt Road. A candlelight
concert presented by Words&Music,
who play holiday music of the Advent
season. Words&Music is a vocal
quartet with piano from the
Alexandria area. $20 Adult; $15
Senior; free to students 18 and
under. Call 703-765-4342 or visit
www.saintlukeschurch.net.

TUESDAY/DEC. 12
Homeschool Programs with

Historic Alexandria .  Each class
offers two sessions, 10-11:30 a.m. or
1-2:30 p.m. Class is “Ship ScienceÓ
at the Alexandria Archaeology
Museum, 105 N. Union St., #327.
Use dendrochronology and other
scientific methods to uncover the
mystery behind Alexandria’s 18th-
century ship discovered along the
waterfront. Visit
shop.alexandriava.gov.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 13
AARP Virginia Dinner Group. 4-8

p.m. at FireFlies, 1501 Mount Vernon
Ave. Enjoy dinner with other AARP
members and their guests and receive
a 20 percent discount on a dinner
entree. Call 703-548-7200.

DEC. 15-16
Christmas Illuminations at Mount

Vernon. 5:30-9 p.m. at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate,
3200 Mount Vernon Memorial
Highway. $34 adult/$24 youth with
mansion tour; $30 adult/$20 youth
without mansion tour. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/
illuminations.

SUNDAY/DEC. 17
The Mount Vernon Flutes. 2 p.m. at

The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. This
small ensemble from the Mount
Vernon Concert Band will perform
holiday songs in the gallery. Free.
Visit www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-
0035.

Cookies with Santa. 4-5:30 p.m. at
the Union Street Public House, 121
South Union St. Meet with Santa and
Mrs. Claus. Visit
www.unionstreetpublichouse.com.

Celtic Christmas with Iona. 7 p.m.
at the George Washington Masonic
Memorial 101 Callahan Drive.
Sponsored by FocusMusic. $15/18 at
door. Email Herb@FocusMusic.org or
call 703-380-3151.

MONDAY/DEC. 18
Ballroom Dance Classes. 7 p.m. at

The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Led
by Gary Stephans on Fox Trot, Waltz,

Tango, Swing, Salsa, Merengue,
Rumba, Cha-Cha and Samba. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-505-5998.

SUNDAY/DEC. 24
Waterskiing Santa. 1 p.m. at the

waterfront between King and
Oronoco streets. Free. Visit
www.waterskiingsanta.com.

THURSDAY/DEC. 28
Piff The Magic Dragon Magician.

7:30 p.m. at The Birchmere, 3701
Mt. Vernon Ave. A former participant
on America’s Got Talent. Visit
www.birchmere.com.

SUNDAY/DEC. 31
First Night Alexandria. 2 p.m. to

midnight at venues throughout Old
Town. Activities include the Ninth
Annual Fun Hunt, musical
entertainment, food, drink and

midnight fireworks over the Potomac
River. Visit
www.firstnightalexandria.org or call
703-746-3299.

JAN.9-FEB. 4
“Déjà Vu,” Art Exhibit. Various times

at at the Torpedo Factory, 105 North
Union St., Studio 29. Potomac Fiber
Arts Gallery show “Déjà Vu,”
highlights the work of artists
Elizabeth Davison, Elise Miller, and
Dianne Harris Thomas. Visit
torpedofactory.org.

SATURDAY/JAN. 13
Watercolor Workshop: Painting

on Yupo. 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Paint on slick plastic
called yupo with in–structor Marni
Maree. $90. Visit

Photo by Maria Ciarrocchi

Kevin Broderick stars as the Ghost of
Christmas Present in LTA’s production of
“A Christmas Carol.”

world. Where there is Christmas, so too is the
Ghost of Christmas Present. He loves knowing that
his ‘spirit and blessing’ occupy the hearts of all
who feel the joy of Christmas day,” he said.

He added, “The only way for Scrooge to em-
brace his reclamation is for him to face his igno-
rance. He has to know how he got to this place
(his past), what effect his choices and beliefs are
having upon his present, and what shall happen
to him if things don’t change (his future).”

Natalie Cavender, who is 8 years old, is playing
the role of Caroline’s daughter No. 2, a curious
kid whose family owes Mr. Scrooge money. “Some-
thing that was hard was that I have never been in
a play and all of it is very new, but very exciting,”
she said.

Hannah Pecoraro is playing the role of Mrs.
Fezziwig, who she calls the hostess with the
mostest. “She thrives on parties and good barley
ale. Her Christmas cheer is contagious and, de-
spite the age gap, she’s besotted with her kind-
hearted hubby, Mr. Fezziwig,” she said.

She said the challenge was the cast who play
multiple roles. “The key challenge is bringing your
different characters to life with their own distinct
personalities and mannerisms. Accents can cer-
tainly help with that – another challenge – but
movement, make up and costuming help separate
those characters,” she said.

Larry Grey is playing the role of Mr. Fezziwig,
who provides contrast to Scrooge’s attitudes to-
ward business ethics, and Jacob Marley. “The chal-
lenge for me in playing these two roles is that they
are on the surface so opposed to each other,” he
said.

“Jacob Marley represents death, regret, the eter-
nal price paid for greed and selfishness in life. He
is beyond hope yet feels a great desire to help his
‘sole friend and mourner’ escape his fate,” he said.
“Fezziwig, on the other hand, is life and joy. He
represents the true meaning of Christmas, self-
lessly giving and concerned with people above
profit.”

Thomas Kennedy, who is 9 years old, plays the
role of Tiny Tim, who he describes as a little shy
and weak, partly because he has a disability. “His
father, Mr. Cratchit, works as a clerk for Ebenezer
Scrooge. The family is very poor, but they love
each other very much,” he said.

“I like playing Tiny Tim,” he said. “I try to be
strong and show that the crutch isn’t going to stop
him from being a good kid and working hard to
have a happy life! It is fun to play a real boy in a
large cast with children and adult actors.”

The Little Theatre of Alexandria (LTA) is present-
ing Charles Dickens’ classic, “A Christmas Carol,”
from Dec. 1-16, 2017. Showtimes are Thursdays
and Fridays at 8 p.m.; Saturdays and Sundays at 3
p.m. and 6 p.m. Tickets are $17. The venue is at
600 Wolfe Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. Visit the
website at www.thelittletheatre.com.

‘A Christmas Carol’ at LTA
From Page 15

See Calendar,  Page 22
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cheap as $200,000. Hybrid
buses also require a $50,000 mid-
life battery pack replacement. This
isn’t including the $1 to $1.2 mil-
lion that would be required for
new bus charging infrastructure.
For a bus system working to rap-
idly replace non-EPA compliant
buses, Baker said clean diesel
buses are the more inexpensive
and efficient solution.

The emissions difference be-
tween hybrid buses and clean die-
sel buses is also very close, with
hybrid buses achieving 96 percent
total emissions reductions over the
old diesel buses and clean diesel
buses achieving 95 percent total
emissions reduction.

Baker also said that the current
selection of hybrid buses in circu-
lation at DASH, 65 percent of the
fleet, have also been found to be
less reliable and more costly to
maintain.

“Unfortunately, if you see a tow
truck hooked up to a DASH bus,
it’s probably a hybrid,” said Baker.
“If we suddenly invest in a bunch
of electric buses and they all sud-
denly die, we’ll be paralyzed. We
need to implement them alongside
our current buses. There’s an ele-
ment of strategically placing them
in the fleet so we can sustain our
services.”

The City Council seemed mostly
satisfied with DASH’s solution.

“We are using that [saved fund-
ing] to subsidize getting to a state
of good repair, which pulls some
buses off the road that are heavy
polluters, and using that subsidy
to help us get to electrification
quicker,” said Vice Mayor Justin
Wilson. “The whole crux is how
quick we get there. That’s the thing
I still struggle with. I’m cognizant
of funding restrictions, I’m cogni-
zant of calendar restrictions.
Sounds like we’re not far off from
being able to say, depending on
what we learn over the next sev-
eral months, that this maybe at the
last purchase of diesel buses.”

Baker said the group is project-
ing purchasing six all-electric
buses as early as FY 2020 utiliz-
ing Volkswagen Settlement fund-
ing. These funds were allocated to
various states by Volkswagen af-
ter they were caught cheating on
emissions tests. Baker said DASH
is currently seeking some of that
funding from the state to fund the
city’s electric bus ambitions.

“We’re going to continue as we
move forward to work with elec-
trification,” said Baker. “This is
something I, as a general manager,
believe very strongly in. I believe
that’s where we’re going, that’s the
future of bus fleets.”

Last Diesel?
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Four hours up north with moderate hassle
first thing Thanksgiving-Thursday morning.
Dinner and all the fixings with family and
friends upon arrival, after a midday break.
Conversations and such with young, medium
and old (with yours truly being the oldest of
our generation) until 1:15 a.m., (a recent time
record for many). Up at 7:30 a.m. for break-
fast with more casual talk and noshing. Out
the door at 9:15-ish heading back for an
immediate day-after return trip home sched-
uled to make an early Friday afternoon che-
motherapy infusion. Infusion completed and
on the final way home, a stop at the super-
market at 4 p.m. – since we had no
Thanksgiving leftovers (turkey sandwiches in
particular) to satiate the deprived. Dinner as
soon as possible since we were both hungry
and tired after our up-and-back. Turkey
breast, mashed potatoes and peas for our own
leftovers, off-and-on television and napping
and then we both called it at 9:15 p.m. or so.

Twelve hours later, we were both awake.
What a sleep! What a 24 hours! What a won-
derful holiday! I wouldn’t characterize it as an
ordeal. However, it was a bit of an undertak-
ing given my Friday afternoon commitment;
my first-ever, post-holiday, having-to-rush-
back-from-out-of-town excursion. Though in
previous years, we may have occasionally
travelled up and back in the same day, when
our route was two-hours to Pennsylvania
where the in-laws lived, we are older and pre-
sumably wiser now and somewhat less able
and inclined to travel with as little margin and
rest.

Compounded of course with Kenny-with-
cancer being mostly behind the wheel, a per-
manent designated driver since I don’t drink
and still see pretty well at night. Still, I’m
hardly the driver I used to be and the affect of
the holiday festivities on my fellow drivers is
always cause for concern.

But all’s well that ends well, except for the
piles of Thanksgiving day-afters left where we
last saw them, miles away. Nevertheless, we
are happy to have made the effort, despite the
less-than-ideal timing. As difficult as this kind
of schedule was/had to be, I can’t let, as much
as possible anyway, my cancer stuff: infusions,
24-hour urine collection, pre-chemotherapy
lab work, quarterly scans and yearly MRIs and
quarterly appointments with my oncologist
impact my semi-normal life. In fact, my
oncologist has been a major proponent of my
“quality of life,” an advisory he has regularly
encouraged.

I’ve always felt, from the beginning of my
diagnosis/prognosis, that I was not going to
live my life any differently than I had previous
to 2/27/09. As challenging as that proved to
be on many occasions, my goal has been to
try and integrate my life around my chemo-
therapy – and vice versa, and to not let too
many chips fall along the wayside. Moreover,
my philosophy has been not to bucket a list
either, but rather to simply live my usual and
customary life and not be affected by my “13-
month to two-year prognosis.” If I was doing
bucket list-type things, things that I would
ordinarily not be doing, I felt that would be
reinforcing a negative: that I was going to die
prematurely, rather than encouraging a posi-
tive: that I am going to live.

For me, maintaining the status quo and
continuing to do the little things that charac-
terize who I am and what I value seemed
more appropriate and more Kenny-like. Not
sharing Thanksgiving dinner with relatives with
whom I’ve shared a table going on nearly 40
years wouldn’t have helped at all. Not now, or
ever.

Finding balance – and sanity in the midst
of a battle royal – vs a “terminal” diagnosis,
stage IV, non-small cell lung cancer, is all it’s
cracked up to be. A little fun, make that a lot
of fun, never hurt anyone, especially those of
us fighting for our lives.

Giving Thanks
for the Going Business Directory
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Entertainment

From Page 18

husband trying to get rid of the world’s
worst in-law. “I also play a hungry caroler
trying to trade carols for food and a take-
charge Christmas dad,” he said. “My favor-
ite character is the grumpy husband.
Rosemarie is a great scene partner. She plays
my wife and smacks me around.”

Jocelyn Brinlee gets to play several dif-
ferent characters. They include: Linda (a
concerned caroler) in “Visions of Sugar-
plums (and Other Things Fattening);” Sa-
rah (a disgruntled bargain hunter) in “Store
Wars” (her favorite); the month of May in
“The Twelve Months of Christmas;” Marcia
(a cynical Christmas decorator) in “Oh,
Christmas Tree! Oh, Christmas Tree!”; Mom
in “The Recitation;” Mary (noisy shoe gal)
in “Mistletoe Macho;” and Judy (charade
enthusiast) in “Birthday Party.”

She said the most challenging part of pre-
paring for the show was overcoming a fear
of singing in front of people during “The
Twelve Months of Christmas.”

She added, “I hope the audience will have
as much fun watching the show as the cast
has had rehearsing for it. This show is a
great way to kick off the holiday season for
those are who looking for an entertaining
way to get into the Christmas spirit.”

Christian Alzona is playing the roles of
the Clerk, Matt, Shopper, and October. “I
like them all; it’s all about how to enjoy your
characters to me,” he said.

He added, “I hope the audience, amidst
the fun and laughter, can bring with them
that Christmas is more than the circus that
happens with presents, get-togethers, shop-
ping, etc. That on top of recognizing the
reason for the season (Jesus), it is a time
for caring and loving one another in many
ways we can ‘give.’”

The Port City Playhouse is presenting
“Tangled in the Tinsel” for three days only:
Dec. 1 and 2 at 8 p.m.; and Dec. 3 at 3 p.m.
Performances are at Sleepy Hollow United
Methodist Church, 3435 Sleepy Hollow Road,
Falls Church. Tickets can be found at
www.portcityplayhouse.org or at the door
prior to the performance.

‘Tangled’

Calendar

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parktakes or call
703-642-5173.

THURSDAY/JAN. 18
Air Force Band Concert. 8 p.m. at Rachel M.

Schlesinger Concert Hall 4915 East Campus
Drive. Special appearance by tubist Patrick
Sheridan. Visit www.nvcc.edu/
schlesingercenter/.

SATURDAY/FEB. 3
Watercolor Workshop: Paint a Winter

Scene. 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road. Learn to
paint a winter landscape in wa–tercolor with the
help of artist Erik Hottenstein, who
demonstrates techniques for translating
photographs into winter scenes and provides
guidance for your individual piece. $90. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parktakes or call
703-642-5173.

From Page 20



Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  November 30 - December 6, 2017  ❖  23www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

12 2017

Special VIP Offer
for your Toyota

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA
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