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A
fter months of battles be-
tween neighbors and de-
velopers, the battle over

Karig Estates finally came to a
head as the main topic of discus-
sion in a 10-hour long City Coun-
cil meeting on Saturday, Jan. 20.

Four homes are planned to be
built on a precipice in the Semi-
nary Hill neighborhood. The

ground the homes will be built on
is saturated with marine clay, a
questionably stable foundation,
and the homes will be built on a
slope over a stream that flows into
a protected wetland. However, city
staff had reviewed each of the con-
cerns and said the site plans fell
within acceptable parameters. On
the council, it was a battle be-
tween what some saw as common
sense and others saw as following

Karig Estates
Appeal Rejected
Lack of legal foundation
undermines neighbors’ appeal.

State of Gangs
Task force
reviews gang-
related crimes.

By Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet

T
he Gang Prevention Task
Force is a who’s who of
legal and educational re-

sources in Alexandria, several
branches coming together to work
towards eliminating gangs from
the city. At its first meeting of 2018

on Jan. 17, the group reviewed the
state of gangs in 2017.

Steve Carr, a detective with the
Alexandria Police Department,
said the city is still working with a
new tracking system and is putting
together its 2017 data. There were
10 gang-related crimes, meaning
crimes committed by people who
are affiliated with gangs, but the
data on how many crimes were
gang motivated, meaning actions
taken for the furtherance of the
gang, is still being compiled.

Carr said one of the biggest chal-
lenges facing the police

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
M

a
r
k
 
M

o
g
l
e
/
G

a
z
e
t
t
e
 
P
a
c
k
e
t

Winter Fun
Riders from the United Horsemen’s Association took to the streets of Old Town for
last year’s George Washington Birthday Parade. This year’s parade will be held
Feb. 19, 1-3 p.m. in Old Town Alexandria. For more information, including parking,
maps, route and status, visit www.washingtonbirthday.net. For more Winter Fun
activities, see pages 18-21.
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News
Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

See Forum,  Page 25

By Dan Brendel
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C
ity Council’s lengthy consider-
ation, and ultimately unani-
mous approval, of the Episco-
pal Church of the

Resurrection’s proposed all-affordable West
End housing project showcased the politi-
cal complexities of the city’s housing
unaffordability dilemma.

At its Jan. 20 public hearing, council ad-
judicated between what Kathleen Ander-
son , CEO of Goodwin House, an Episco-
pal-affiliated retirement community adja-
cent to Resurrection, called “three noble
missions:Ó the continued religious mission
and ministries of the church; the mission
of AHC, the church’s nonprofit developer
partner, to build and operate housing that’s
affordable to low-income families; and the
mission of Goodwin House to provide hous-
ing and care for seniors. Nobody questioned
the stand-alone merits of any of these, but
rather to what extent they could exist within
tight proximity.

Resurrection and Goodwin House have
been neighbors for years. But in 2015 the
former began pursuing an idea that would
add another building, and its occupants, to
the mix. The congregation decided to ad-
dress a need in the community for afford-
able housing, and in doing so to stabilize
its own finances. It’ll lease part of its land
to AHC to build up to 114 apartments af-
fordable to households earning 40-60 per-
cent of the area median income (AMI). The
lease proceeds fall at least $2.8 million (40
percent) short of what the land could have
fetched if the church had allowed fewer

affordable and some market rate units. Still,
the deal will yield just enough to finance a
new, smaller and more budget-friendly
church facility adjacent to the new apart-
ments. Council’s approving the site plan and
a low-interest (2-3 percent) loan of up to
$9 million was Resurrection-AHC’s last lo-
cal hurdle. This spring, the project will com-
pete at the state level for federal tax cred-
its. The credits, if awarded, will become the
decisive piece of a total financing patch-
work, including the city’s loan, of $45 mil-
lion. Without the credits, the project will
die.

Advocates turned out in force at
Saturday’s hearing. So did Goodwin House

residents and management, many (though
not all) of whom felt the foregoing plan-
ning and political processes gave short shrift
to their input. A petition, signed by 170
(about 40 percent) of Goodwin House’s resi-
dents, outlined their concerns: mostly that
Resurrection-AHC’s plan doesn’t adequately
mitigate potential ill effects, especially with
regard to parking.

Kathy Puskar, Goodwin House’s attorney,
said the petition served not to oppose, but
to “improve upon the project … to ensure
that all these competing missions can coex-
ist successfully.”

To improve parking, Lindsay Hutter, a
Goodwin House executive, asked council to

require more underground spaces, reduce
seating capacity in the new church, or both.
The current design meets the city’s standard
for parking spaces, including 28 for the
church. But a normal Sunday service brings
in 34-49 cars, said Hutter. Though council’s
decision requires city staff to review and
approve an off-site overflow parking plan
before issuing the new church’s certificate
of occupancy, that plan’s details aren’t
settled.

“I have heard some say that they support
affordable housing, just not this particular
project,” said Kat Turner, a Resurrection
parishioner. “But this is the opportunity that
is before us: a chance to … help [over] 100
families in our city. Now. Not at some pos-
sible future time in some hypothetical other
place. … Is our project perfect? Probably
not. But perfection was never our mission.
Our mission was love and welcome.”

“We are confident that the plan that we
are asking you to approve today will pro-
vide a place where people of all means, all
ages and all faiths can live safely and peace-
ably together — and even park there —
sharing what we have been given, and glad-
dening all our hearts,” said the Rev. Jo
Belser, Resurrection’s pastor. “Consider that
the need for both affordable housing and a
church in the Beauregard corridor is very
great. … I ask that you trust the process
that has brought this project to you in the
form that it’s in.”

Yet, the Rev. Frank Wade, a retired Epis-
copal priest and Goodwin House resident,
though signaling overall support, cau-
tioned: “It’s very difficult to raise questions
about such a project without being seen as

‘Good Project on a Challenging Site’
City Council weighs trade-offs in approving church’s affordable housing project.

Advocates in favor of the Episcopal Church of the Resurrection’s pro-
posed West End affordable housing project stand in support at a City
Council public hearing on Saturday, Jan. 20. Many wore Housing Alexan-
dria and VOICE buttons, two coalitions representing an array of commu-
nity organizations.
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By Dan Brendel

Gazette Packet

J
im Wallis, the founder of Sojourners,
an activist Christian organization,
challenged a crowd at Christ Church

on Sunday, Jan. 21, to stand concretely
against America’s “original sin” of racism.

“Jim’s talk … was part of a larger work of
the parish, a program we’ve created called
‘Practicing Truth’ where we are spending
some time exploring issues of race, faith,
and community,” said the Rev. Noelle York-
Simmons, Christ Church’s pastor.

Citizens are “at a time of deep transition
from one kind of America to another kind
of America,” said Wallis, a white evangeli-
cal. “The most important political fact in
our nation, … it’s underneath everything
else, [is] that by 2030 [or] 2040, we will
no longer be a white majority nation. For

Nationally renowned evangelical
implores churches to lead racial healing.

‘What Do You Stand For?’

Christ Church parishioners attended Jim Wallis’ forum as part of a
larger church program called “Practicing Truth,” which deals with race.
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the first time, we’ll be a majority of minori-
ties.”

Christian churches, taken collectively, are
uniquely suited to “navigate” this transition
and “lead by example,” he said. “For all of
our failings and faults and limitations, I
don’t see anyone who is better poised to do
that than us … This isn’t just an issue that
we take on, or not, [out of] a box of issues.
This is about our vocation as the body of
Christ in this country.”

This will require introspection and behav-
ior changes in churches. Family to family
bonding, the hearing of each other’s stories,
needs to occur more frequently “across ra-
cial lines,” he said. “We [white Christians]
have no idea what their [black Christians’]
lives are like.” The vast majority of Wallis’
audience on Sunday was white. For ex-
ample, most white parents have never heard
about “the talk” that black parents give their

children about how to interact safely with
police. “The simple acknowledgement of the
difference in the experience of black and
brown and white people in this country is
critical to any kind of going forward.” He
advised having conversations and collabo-
rating with congregations with different
demographic profiles.

Moreover, he advised seeking change at
the level of “structural, policy decisions.”

“What do you stand for?” he asked. “A lot
of black church leaders that I’ve talked to
… are not concerned about what’s in
Donald Trump’s heart. They’re concerned
about policies. And they want people to
stand with them on policies. … So what are
policies we can join with … in the neigh-
borhood, in the community, in Washing-
ton?”
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T
he Lee-Fendall House opened as
a museum to celebrate the bi-
centennial, but in the 40 years
since it was purchased by the

Virginia Trust for Historic Preservation,
there’s a half of the building’s history that
hasn’t been told. Much of the building’s his-
tory has focused on the home’s owners, like
the Lee Family or the labor figure John
Lewis. But for the first time, the Lee-Fendall
House is working to tell the story of the
slaves and servants who build the house and
labored under generations of families.

The home was built in 1785, and when
the Lee family moved in they came with 51
men, women and children enslaved to the
family. Unlike many prominent homes of the
day, the Lee home had its kitchens, clean-
ing and slave quarters all in the same build-
ing. With a dozen slaves working in the
home, African-Americans living in the home
far outnumbered the white family that
owned it.

But according to Amanda Roper, assistant
manager for the Lee-Fendall House, find-
ing records discussing the slaves and their
lives has been a challenge. The museum
works from a combination of tax records

and context clues from other pieces of lo-
cal history. It isn’t stated where the slaves
were from, and, when the family fell into
more dire financial straits in 1805, it isn’t
known where the 15 slaves sold from the
household went. Roper says the museum is
still trying to find the records of sale, but
that it was very likely many of them were
separated from their family and children,
with some probably sent to work on plan-
tations in the deep south.

The history of the house is a exhibit to
the evolving national views of abolition and
race. A later homeowner, Phillip Fendall,
was an abolitionist and a member of the
American Colonization Society. Fendall
didn’t believe in racial equality, however,
and like other abolitionist Virginians sup-
ported a plan to send former slaves back to
Africa to the newly founded nation of
Liberia. Documents from the home show
that one man from the house, Henry Tate,
did make the journey to Liberia to seek a
better life. Roper says the museum was con-
fused at first, because the document looked
like a bill of sale to another family member,
but a handwritten note on the back notes
that Tate “has made his journey across the
sea to freedom.”

By 1850, 10 percent of Alexandria’s popu

Lee-Fendall tour examines life of slaves
and servants through the home’s history.Under the Same Roof

Amanda Roper leads a tour outside of the Lee-Fendall House.
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B
all State University student
Josh Shelton, a resident of
Alexandria, will take his

videography and graphic design
skills to South Korea next month
to cover the 2018 Olympic Winter
Games.

 Shelton, who is studying jour-
nalism and telecommunications at
Ball State, will report from the
games through the university’s
Department of Journalism’s
immersive learning experience
BSU at the Games. The student-
run news agency debuted at the
London 2012 Olympics and mem-
bers have been to both the Winter
Olympics in Russia and the sum-
mer games in Brazil.

Shelton and other four students
are being led by Ryan Sparrow,
Ball State journalism professor,
and will provide daily coverage of
the games from Feb. 9-25. Because
of Ball State’s experience with pre-
vious Olympic contests, TeamUSA
granted full media credentials to
the students.

Previous BSU at the Games stu-

dents have
had limited
“behind the
scenes” cre-
dentials and
have not had
access to ac-
tual competi-
tions like they
will now.

In the past, students have pro-
duced stories, news graphics, pho-
tos and videos that have appeared
in major news outlets such as the
Huffington Post, USA Today and
the Chicago Tribune.

WTHR-TV, an NBC affiliate in
Indianapolis, NBC, Chicago Tri-
bune and Philadelphia Inquirer
will serve as partners for BSU at
the Games.

Fans may follow the Olympics
through the eyes of the students
through Twitter @bsuatthegames
and at facebook.com/
bsuatthegames. The project’s
website bsuatthegames.com, will
have original stories, blogs and
photos.

Josh Shelton

Reporting on Winter Olympics

Toasting the President
Members of the Commonwealth Republican Women’s Club (CRWC) celebrate the one
year anniversary of President Trump’s inauguration by toasting the president with
sparkling wine from the Trump Winery in Charlottesville. From left, standing, are
Linda App, Susie Miller, Jan Bates, Susan Yonts-Shepard, Pauline Bacaj, and, seated,
Michelle Dewakar, Nadine Bacaj, Linda Greenberg and Laurie Kirby. Members dis-
cussed accomplishments of the Trump Administration: record low unemployment
for all Americans, record high stock market performance, significant collapse of
ISIS, tax reform benefitting all Americans, progress in fighting human rights abuses,
push back on non-productive environmental regulations, and confirmation of Neil
Gorsuch to the Supreme Court. In addition, CRWC book club members discussed the
opiate epidemic — a local as well as a national problem — and two books,
“Dreamland,” by Sam Quinones and “Hillbilly Elegy” by J. D. Vance. For more infor-
mation about the Book Club and the Commonwealth Republican Women’s Club, visit
www.alexandriacrwc.org. and www.alexandriacrwc.org/book_club.

By Sagnik Gayen

Gazette Packet

T
he first time Virginia
“Gin” Kinneman went
to a Chamber of Com-
merce event, she was

surprised to see so many attend-
ees.

“It was a room packed full of
people,” said Kinneman. “There
were probably 150, 200 people,
and all of them were leaders in
Alexandria.” She realized that for
all this time, she had been insu-
lated from a large community of
people who were much like her.

On Thursday, Jan. 18, the cham-
ber officially welcomed Kinneman
as the 2018 Chairman of the
Board.

Kinneman has been a business
leader as the owner of Kinneman
Insurance for 20 years. Before that
she had spent 12 years in bank-
ing. She had decided leave that
line of work when the bank she
worked at was purchased by an-
other, and she realized that she did
not want to be “vulnerable to cor-
porate America.”

Seeing an opportunity to forge
new relationships, Kinneman be-
came an active member of this
newfound community. “I joined a
committee, then chaired an
event,” she said. Eventually, she
began serving on the board of di-
rectors.

From the beginning, Kinneman’s

focus has been on bringing people
together. In particular, she has
been a driving force in the Alex-
andria Chamber Professional
Women’s Network. “The Profes-
sional Women’s Network was the
first committee that I got involved
with in 2011,” she said. “The goal
of the committee is to find a place
where professional women can
come together.” As chair of the
network, she worked to provide
networking opportunities, support
and professional guidance for
women.

Kinneman has stayed involved
with the Women’s Professional
Network even after her tenure as
chair. “Gin has been extremely
supportive,” said current chair
Patti Turner of United Way World-
wide. “She’s a wonderful
networker. She gets to know folks
professionally. She provides sug-
gestions on who to recruit, and she
is able to really help people col-
laborate and work better together
in groups.”

The Professional Women’s
Network’s signature event is the
Women’s Leadership Forum, a
“half-day event, with educational
panels and break-out sessions.”
Spearheaded by the Women’s
Leadership Forum, the Profes-
sional Women’s Network has been
one of the chamber’s fastest grow-
ing programs. Turner pointed out
that the network is looking for a

Chamber Welcomes Kinneman as New Board Chairman
Bringing people together.

Gin Kinneman, center, celebrates as 2018 Chamber of
Commerce board chair with outgoing chair Dak
Hardwick, left, and Chamber President and CEO Joe
Haggerty at the Chairman’s Reception Jan. 18 at Alexan-
dria Renew Enterprises.

Past Chamber of Commerce
board chairman “Mango”
Mike Anderson with Small
Business Development
Center Executive Director
Bill Reagan at the 2018
Chairman’s Reception Jan.
18 at Alexandria Renew
Enterprises.

Chamber of Commerce Business Leader of the Year Bill Blackburn, left, with City
Councilmen Paul Smedberg and Justin Wilson and past Chamber board chair Andrew
Palmieri at the Chairman’s Reception Jan. 18 at Alexandria Renew Enterprises.
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Saturday, January 27th 2018, 9:00 a.m. to noon

Our Savior Lutheran School
Pre-K (age 4 by September 30th) through 8th grade

• Christian education since 1952
• Small class sizes, diverse student body
• Devoted and dynamic faculty
• Before and after care available
• Fully accredited and licensed
• Affordable tuition
• Close to Pentagon and Route 50

825 South Taylor Street, Arlington, VA 22204
(703) 892-4846
www.osva.org

News

From Page 4

Examining the Life of Slaves and Servants

T
he Alexandria Police Depart-
ment has made two arrests in
a series of recent bomb threats

targeting Alexandria City Public
Schools.

A 13-year-old male was charged with
threats to bomb Francis C. Hammond
Middle School. The threat was posted
on social media and led to the evacua-
tion of the school at 10:30 a.m. on Jan.
18. It caused a disruption of education
for all students, and a call to neigh-
boring jurisdictions for police assis-
tance in searching the building.

A 13-year-old female was charged
with threats to bomb George Washing-
ton Middle School. The threat was also
posted on social media. The Alexan-
dria Police Department takes all threats
against schools seriously and will pros-
ecute them. Parents and students
should report any posts they find dan-
gerous or disturbing to the non-emer-
gency line at 703-746-4444 or dial 911
if there is believed to be an immediate
threat. Anyone with information about
these incidents is asked to call Sergeant
Dan Gordon at 703-746-6685.

Police Arrest
Teens for
Bomb Threats

Amanda Roper leads a tour inside of the
Lee-Fendall House.

lation were freed black citi-
zens. One of them, Malvina Har-
ris, was biracial and hired to look
after two of the family daughters
as a nurse. Harris couldn’t read
or write, so Roper said opportu-
nities for work were scarce. By
1850, the slave trade had been
outlawed but the fugitive slave
law was in effect, so slave catch-
ers regularly kidnapped freed
black men and women and sold
them into slavery. Roper said a
freed woman like Harris attach-
ing herself to a prominent local
home was one means of protec-
tion. After the Civil War, Alexan-
dria was still the scene of out-
bursts of racial violence against
the local black community, which
had swelled during the war as es-
caped slaves from across the
south fled north. However, by the
time the Lees returned to the
home in 1870, many of the Re-
construction programs designed
to revive the economy and give
newly freed black citizens a
chance at starting a new life had
disappeared. Many were forced
to return to work for the same
families that had owned them.

Roper said there were very little
records of employment in the
home.

In 1903, the home was sold to
Robert Downham, a liquor dealer
and eventually mayor, who made
notes at the time of having diffi-
culties employing servants to
staff the large home. Roper said
at the time, new generations of
black youth had begun to push
for job opportunities beyond
housework, leading to what
Downham and others called “the
servant problem.” Life outside the
Lee-Fendall House was beginning
to change as well. The first sit-in
occurred at the Queen Street Li-
brary, setting the stage for future
civil rights action. By 1937,
Downham was forced to sell the
home, this time to labor leader
John Lewis. Lewis’ ownership of
the home was the end of its ser-
vant days. John Lewis was as-
sisted by a chauffeur and body-
guard named James Lewis, who
became a trusted friend of John
Lewis and his right-hand man.

The “Under the Same Roof”
tour will be hosted on Feb. 24 at
2 p.m. Tickets in advance are $8
or $12 at the door.
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C
old snaps, a weather phenom-
ena common to the east coast,
can leave a lot of residents con-
fused. Is it t-shirt or heavy coat

weather? Sometimes it changes midway
through the day. But as frustrating as it can
be for humans, arborist Steve Nagy and
assistant district manager for The Care of
Trees, says it can be just as confusing for
local trees.

“In the mid-atlantic region, we never
know what the weather is going to be like,”
said Nagy.

“If you have a real cold snap, like we did,
trees come out of their dormant period and
you can get frost damage if trees come out
with leaves.”

For residents with yards and trees, Nagy
said it’s important to maintain care for the
trees over the winter months. Nagy says for
smaller trees, like pine trees, Bradford
pears, and tiny elms, be aware that heavy
winds and ice can cause these trees to break
apart and even damage the home.

“These trees tend to break apart under
heavy loads,” said Nagy. “They break apart,
fall on houses and screened-in porches. An
arborist will be able to come out and say
‘you can probably brace these limbs’ or ‘they

may be able to cut back and reduce the
weight on overextended limbs.’”

For the larger trees around Arlington,
he said these are mostly tulips and oaks,
Nagy says it’s important to have these
trees inspected.

“Have an arborist come out and look
for defects on larger limbs,” said Nagy.
“Last year, we had that oddball snow-
storm in April. The trees, if it’s a steady
kind of mild winter, they don’t dry out
on the inside. The cells are holding onto
that moisture. Then, when you get a
sudden drop in temperature, you get
cracking. Younger, thinner trees will
split and crack. That’s rapid expansion
of those shrinking cells. Then you have
a crack that runs vertical, and that leads
to decay. It will heal, then it will wound
again, opening and closing, like pick-
ing at a scab. That can ruin a nice, small
ornamental tree.”

Nagy says removing dead limbs can
be a vital part of keeping these types of
trees in a healthy condition. Even in
winter, Nagy said an arborist can iden-
tify which of the limbs is dead.

Remove dead limbs, that enforces the
tree to put its energy elsewhere rather than
reinforce broken stud or limb. An arborist
can identify larger dead limbs.

John Noelle, arborist for the City of Alex-

“If you’re pruning a small tree, it’s fairly
easy to tell which of the limbs or
branches are alive,” said Noelle. “Take
your thumbnail or a knife and scrape a
twig. If it’s green underneath, then it’s
alive.”

Noelle also said the presence of buds
on twigs is another way of telling which
tree limbs are alive.

For maintaining year-round tree care,
Noelle said it’s important to mulch trees,
but doing it improperly can have disas-
trous effects.

“Just spread one or two inches,” said
Noelle. “A big problem we have around
here is when people put too much mulch
down or put it all up against the trunk of
the tree; volcano mulching. That happens
a lot around here and that’s bad for the
tree.”

Noelle and Nagy emphasized that it’s
important for local tree owners to keep
up their care for their trees throughout
the winter months.

“Despite concerns about whether you
can tell if branches are alive or dead, it’s a
great time to have your larger trees
pruned,” said Noelle. “It’s a great time to

engage tree companies. They’re looking for
work, so the prices might be a little better
and they will be able to tell which branches
are alive or dead.”

Caring for Alexandria’s trees in winter.Out on a Limb

Photo by Vernon Miles /Gazette Packet

Tree in winter along the Mount Vernon
Trail.

andria, also said that many people in the
region hesitate to do tree care in the winter
because they can’t tell which branches are
alive or dead.
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By Charniele Herring

State Delegate (D-46)

C
riminal Justice reform
has been a hallmark
issue for me in my
time in the Virginia

Legislature. I serve on the House
of Delegates Courts of Justice Com-
mittee, the Committee on District
Courts, and the Virginia Crime
Commission. As a lawyer, I believe in justice,
and that means we must aspire to a legal sys-
tem that promotes equality under the law. It
means trusting our police force — and mak-
ing sure that they have the resources they need

to engage our community
in the respectful and pro-
fessional manner we have
become accustomed to in

Alexandria. It means working toward rehabili-
tation instead of being happy only with pun-
ishment, and it means ensuring that we have
a way to fix mistakes that can happen along
the way. This year I have once again filed sev-
eral bills and working with others to move the
issue forward.

One of the hallmark tenants of modern soci-
ety is proportional response — the punishment
should fit the crime. One of this session’s most
hotly debated issues is the idea that there
should be an increase in the felony threshold
for grand larceny. When we attach monetary
figures into the Code of Virginia, the amounts

are set until the legislature changes
them again. The current threshold
was set in the 1980s and has not
been increased since. Our felony
larceny threshold of $200 is out-
dated, especially compared with
other states. It has a disproportion-
ate impact on our correctional sys-
tem and perpetuates a cycle of re-
cidivism which requires greater
investment of resources to break.

While all of these bills have been referred to
the Rules Committee in the House of Delegates,
this week we saw some movement on the Sen-
ate side with SB 105, which has passed not
only from committee, but through the body
with a bipartisan majority. I have signed on to
support the House version of the bill which
increases the threshold to $500.

When a person is sentenced, trusted Virginia
judges have a sweeping scope of authority with
which to hand down a sentence. Most of the
time this falls within sentencing guidelines that
are produced for various criminal thresholds
and particular crimes. However, sometimes a
sentence is handed down that is either lighter
or harsher than the sentencing guidelines nor-
malize. In Virginia, the judge is then required
to write an explanation of the divergence from
the norm. My bill HB 1055 closes a loophole
in the process and will ensure that if you are
convicted of a crime and sentenced you have
a way to request the reasoning behind the pun-
ishment, if you have been sentenced outside

of established norms. Transparency is a hall-
mark of good government and that even ex-
tends to the criminal justice system.

In addition to transparency and fairness, I
believe in compassion. One of my constituents
came to me with a problem. She made a mis-
take in her youth, and with a drug felony found
out that she could not fulfill her dreams of
adopting a child. This person has done every-
thing possible to be a contributing member of
society — having her rights restored, volun-
teering in the community, and advocating for
people looking to adopt or foster. This is where
compassion comes into play. Virginia has some
of the most restrictive laws on the books when
it comes to allowing an individual to foster or
adopt. While the wellbeing of children is para-
mount, antiquated and arbitrary restrictions
have room to adapt to the modern age, and
still ensure children’s safety. HB 437 will ease
restrictions on those looking to foster or adopt,
and it will include safeguards like drug testing
to ensure safe placement of children.

Fairness, transparency, and compassion are
qualities I look for in our criminal justice sys-
tem. While the legislation I have proposed and
joined onto are small changes, I believe small
changes can have large impacts.

Charniele Herring represents Alexandria City’s 46th

District in the Virginia General Assembly where she
serves as House Minority Caucus Chair and on the
Courts of Justice, Counties, Cities, and Towns, and
Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources
Committees. Visit www.charnieleherring.com.

Punishment Should Fit the Crime

Commentary

Karig Decision
Is a Travesty
To the Editor:

In approving the Karig project,
Alexandria’s City Council showed
that they are not environmental-
ists. Mayor Allison Silberberg was
the only member who supported

residents with legitimate concerns
about the development’s environ-
mental impacts.

As approved, the project will
further degrade a watershed of the
Chesapeake Bay, including a for-
ested wetland at its headwaters.
It will deforest a ravine that is a
remnant habitat for some of the
city’s unique, Coastal Plain biologi-

cal diversity. The deforestation and
construction work above outcrops
of swelling clays may also trigger
landslides and other hydrological
problems for adjacent
homeowners, a problem that dates
back to the 1960s when Pulte built
homes here.

Citizens and members of Temple
Beth El Congregation who de-

manded more thoughtful and
comprehensive environmental
impact studies were met with
stonewalling, obfuscation, and
misinformation by city staff. Resi-
dents offered a variety of reason-
able alternatives that might have
reduced some of the environmen-
tal degradation caused by the
project. These alternatives were
met with disdain by the city and
dismissed out of hand.

It was extremely painful to
watch another planning travesty
unfold, but unfortunately it’s been
the “Alexandria Way” for decades,
despite the stranglehold that
Democrats have on city affairs.
The leadership of Alexandria puts
development and developers
ahead of good environmental
planning and environmentally
concerned residents, even when
the facts indicate that they should
do otherwise.

Alexandria does not deserve to
be called an Eco-City. Electing a
new City Council should be our
next priority.

Andrew Macdonald
Former Vice Mayor

Ph.D., Geology

Letter to the Editor

Photo by Geri Baldwin

A pot hole in the 900 block of Wilkes Street near the
driveway of Heritage At Old Town.

To the Editor:
Who does this pothole belong

to? Is it the city or private prop-
erty? Residents have been com-
plaining about this pothole for
a while and it’s damaging their
tires.

On Jan. 22, I spoke with a
neighbor within the Heritage At
Old Town community and
asked who to call for repair if
it’s city property?

This pothole is in the 900
block of Wilkes Street near the
driveway of Heritage At Old
Town which is on the city street.

The city has a contact line:

Whose Property
Is It?

Call-Click-Connect at https://
request.alexandriava.gov/CCC/
#tab=Find. Or call 703-746-4357.

Activist Geri Baldwin
Alexandria
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Char McCargo Bah

N
inety-one years ago, a young
African American woman
started a column in the Alex-
andria Gazette Newspaper,

“News of Interest to Colored Readers.” Her
column only lasted from Aug. 30, 1927 –
June 1, 1928, giving her readers a sense of
pride in reading about the everyday life of
the community.

Her column covered the news of the Col-
ored community churches, vacations, births,
deaths, graduations, social gatherings, and
social activities. Estelle’s short abstracts of

the activities of Colored
residents read like the
21st century tweets. One
of her entries was dated
14 March 1928:

“Little Miss June Norton has returned to
the city from a visit to relatives and friends
in Culpeper and Warrenton, Va.”

Her style of writing was short and to the
point. She wrote hundreds of entries dur-
ing the 10 months of her column.

Estelle Lane was born in 1905 to Sidney
D. Lane and Mary Carter. Her parents had
14 children including Estelle; they owned
two houses to accommodate their large fam-
ily. The main residence was on 417 North
Henry St. Estelle attended Hallowell School
for Girls. She worked on a variety of jobs as
a cook, domestic and a laundress during her
years in Alexandria. She yearned to become

a writer. Her short-lived column took
her beyond her life as a domestic
worker into an occupation that was re-
spected by her community. For some
reason her column ended, and she went
from unemployment back to domestic
work. Her last job she held in Alexan-
dria was a laundress at Banner Laun-
dry.

Estelle’s close-knit family went
through life-changing events that im-
pacted her life. Her father, Sidney was
a carpet layer. Unfortunately he did not
live long enough to witness his
daughter’s column, he died on Aug. 27,
1917. Her sister, Mattie Lane Lewis died
at the age of 29 on Oct. 29, 1918. Her
brother, Raymond married and moved
to 816 Duke St. Her other siblings
moved from the family house.

The great migration of African
Americans began around the two
World Wars. Estelle’s family became
part of that great migration. Her
brother, Clarence relocated to Philadel-
phia; her other four brothers, David,
Robert, John and Samuel moved to
Boston, Mass. Her older siblings en-
couraged Estelle, their mother and sis-
ters to move to Boston. Her mother and
sisters moved in the 1930s to Boston, and
Estelle joined them after 1942. Unlike
Estelle’s brothers who went to college and
had exceptional careers in the legal sys-
tem and careers with the Federal and State

governments, Estelle’s life was not fulfilled.
She lost all hopes in pursuing her writing
and she continued to do domestic work in
Boston. Estelle and her sisters, Ruby and
Mary in 1947 lived in the Roxbury area of
Boston and worked as maids. Estelle and

her sister, Mary never got married.
Estelle was the quiet one in the family,

she neither talked about her life in Alex-
andria nor her column in the Alexandria
Gazette. Her surviving relatives never
knew that Estelle wanted to become a
journalist and for those 10 months from
1927-1928, she was the journalist for the
Colored community. The interesting
irony was that her niece, Nancy Lane,
earned a journalism degree and her
great-niece, Janet Lane, worked as a jour-
nalist for the Voice of America in Europe
and in Washington, D.C., and as a writer
for American Express. Many of Estelle’s
family members obtained their college
degrees that propelled them into the job
market.

Today, Estelle has six nieces between
the ages of 79-90 years of age who are
living in Massachusetts, Maryland, New
York and Florida. They had no clue about
their aunt’s desire to be a writer. Her
column has been read by many people
at the Special Collection and Local His-
tory Library in Alexandria. It gives re-
searchers a small window into
Alexandria’s African American lives in the
late 1920s. Estelle never wrote again. She

died in the 1960s in Boston.

Char McCargo Bah is a freelance writer,
independent historian, genealogist and a Living
Legend of Alexandria. Visit her blog at http://
www.theotheralexandria.com for more about “The
Other Alexandria.”

Pioneer correspondent for Colored readers.

History

Courtesy of her niece, Nancy Lane in New York

Estelle Lane with her family and friends
outside of her house at 417 North Henry
St. Estelle Lane is in the center of the
picture with bangs (she is directly be-
hind the little girl in the center on the
front row) taken around 1930.

The Other

Alexandria

Deadlines Set
For Rotary Grants

The Rotary Club of
Alexandria and The
Alexandria Rotary
Foundation have an-
nounced dates for
grant applications for
The Foundation’s an-
nual giving programs.
The new application forms and criteria
will be posted on the club’s website on
Feb. 1. That information can be found
at http://rotaryclubofalexandria.net/

Additionally, the club will be send-
ing out email notifications to poten-
tial grant applicants. The deadline for
applying for a grant is Febr. 28. Fur-
ther information can be obtained by
contacting the Grants Committee at

alexrotarygrants@gmail.com.
Under the leadership of Mike Wicks,

president of the Rotary Club of Alex-
andria, the club has been able to con-
tribute to more than 40 community-
based charitable programs. Rotary
members believe they have a shared
responsibility to take action on such
issues as promoting peace; fighting
disease; provide clean water, sanita-
tion, and hygiene; saving mothers and
children; supporting education; and
growing local economies.

Mike Wicks

By Dan Brendel

I
 applaud City Council’s recent decision
to assist in funding the Episcopal
Church of the Resurrection’s all-afford-

able housing project. Yet I worry about the
public narrative that might form around this
decision. The church’s project itself is laud-
able. But it’s a symptom of a deeper soci-
etal disorder, which we shouldn’t paper
over.

All of secular society — the state, the
market, civil institutions and associations
— is accountable for ensuring the wellbeing
of its entire people. Religious institutions’

unique role is not to
care for those who fall
through the cracks, if
that’s understood, ex-

plicitly or implicitly, as absolving society-
as-a-whole from fixing the cracks. It’s espe-
cially not religious institutions’ special role
to dispose of their property at sub-market
prices, as Resurrection is effectively doing,
so that lower-income families can live in this
city.

I’m not opposed per se to religious in-
stitutions serving in this fashion. I’m awed
that Resurrection would do this gracious

thing; but they’re shrinking their opera-
tion as a result. By contrast, Alfred Street
Baptist Church, which is growing, plans
to displace affordable housing from its
property in order to build a larger facil-
ity, for which they’ve taken some flak. But
why shouldn’t a church grow? Part of its
explicit mission, as with many religions,
is to seek to provide spiritual nourishment
to more people by bringing them into the
fold.

Religious institutions also provide myriad
benefits that are comprehensible in non-
religious terms. Their ministries include
material and financial assistances; programs
for youths; daycares and schools; marriage
and parenting resources; counseling; space
for AA, Scouting, and the like. They’re also
a training ground for democracy; serving
in voluntary ministries, planning commit-
tees, etc., helps people practice working
together and reaching compromises. (Po-
litical scientists have statistically correlated
religious involvement with several forms of
community and political engagement.) Re-
ligious institutions also often serve as in-
termediating communities for immigrants;
carriers of ethnic heritages; and, as nota-
bly in the case of black churches, incuba-

tors and conduits of otherwise marginalized
political voices.

So when I see Alexandria congregations
— Resurrection, St. James, Alfred Street,
Fairlington Presbyterian — lining up to do
affordable housing, I have mixed feelings.
If they feel called to do that, then great.
But as a posture, a trend, a model of ap-
proaching equitable housing in this city?
That’s concerning. It’s not religious institu-
tions’ job to constrain the other spiritual and
social goods that they provide in order to
make up for society-as-a-whole’s systemic
inability — or unwillingness — to effect the
common good.

I’m not lambasting council. They did right
by Resurrection. But they could and should
do more. If affordable housing is truly a high
political priority, then they need to find
more, and more consistent, money for it.
They should earmark funds in the city’s
long-term planning framework, as they do
for other high priority investments. They
can’t depend, as they did with Resurrection
in the FY18 budget, on their ability to find
the money in the 11th hour.

The author, an Alexandria resident, writes
on faith issues for the Gazette Packet.

Resurrection: A Cautionary Tale
Churches doing affordable housing not a sign of social health.

Commentary

Estelle Lane
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#1 Real Estate Brand Online* | Unmatched Property Exposure on 900+ Websites | 110-Year Legacy

Alexandria 310 King St. | Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.518.8300

*comScore, Jan.-Dec. 2015.. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be 
accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2016 Coldwell Banker 
Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker logo, Coldwell Banker Previews 
International and the Previews logo are registered and unregistered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 10713MA_A6/16

Looking for a career in real estate? Contact us today at 703-518-8300

Open House Sunday 1-4pm • Brambleton 
23121 Ingersoll Way. Ashburn, VA. Classic colonial with front porch
+ rear extension gives over 4200 sq ft finished, 9 ft ceiling on all levels, 
two story fam room+foyer  model home condition
$699,950 Steve Deleyiannis (703) 966.6062
http://bit.Ly/2rmvqmr

*NRT is ranked #1 in both closed residential buyer and/or seller transaction sides and sales volume (calculated by multiplying number of buyer and/or seller transaction sides by the sales price) from 1996-2016 
in the U.S. One unit equals one side of a transaction (buyer or seller). Data obtained by REAL Trends Survey, 1996-2017. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. 147913MA-7/17

Gates of McLean
1581 Spring Gate Dr #5304. McLean, VA. Two bedrooms, two full baths condominium within a walking 
distance from McLean Metro Station, and easy access to I-495. Kitchen and bathrooms renovated 
(stainless appliances, tile floors, wood cabinets, and granite counters). All the windows and the sliding 
doors have been replaced. Adjustable closet systems in the three closets. Onr car garage space. 
Home Warranty provided. $420,000 Bob & Nicole Hamilton (703) 966-8532  http://bit.ly/2n7jBQA

Open House
Sunday 2-4pm
Pointe at Park Circle 
3315 Wyndham Cirlce #2234 
Alexandria, VA. 
Convenience matters! Take 
a 10-minute free shuttle to 
pentagon city metro. Go a 
few blocks to shirlington, 
shopping. Fitness center, 
sauna, pool, clubhouse, 
assigned garage parking. 
Nicely updated 1 bed with 
private balcony! $219,000 
Michelle Zelsman
(202) 390-8714
http://bit.Ly/2mucanq

Saintsbury Plaza 
2903 Saintsbury Plaza # 106. Fairfax, VA. Gorgeous unit in a community for 55+. Enjoy the ease of 
this complex directly across from vienna metro. Cherry hrd floors throughout, cherry cabinets, and 
granite in kitchen. Tiled well maintained baths, large windows allowing natural light to flood in unit. 
Ceiling fans, stacked laundry, individual storage unit #58 in basement, electric fireplace in lr to 
convey, lots of storage in unit also $425,000 Jane King (703) 498-1034 http://bit.Ly/2mvimwk

Open House
Sunday 2-4pm
Groveton Woods 
7072 Huntley Run Place 
#98B Alexandria, VA.
Just listed! Fantastic 3 bed, 
2.5 Bath townhouse with 
garage conveniently located. 
Move-in ready!! First open 
house sunday jan 21 from 2-4.
$385,000 
Michelle Zelsman 
(202) 390-8714
http://bit.Ly/2dqsek7

MARYAM MINICK
571.319.9638

Maryam.Minick@cbmove.com

TINA BILLINGS
571.355.3300

Tina.Billings@cbmove.com

CAROL DORSEY
804.548.3637

Carol.Dorsey@cbmove.com

MONIQUE DEAN
202.330.1884

Monique.Dean@cbmove.com

CAILIN RAMSEY
703.254.3141

Cailin.Ramsey@cbmove.com

STORMY RAMSEY
202.294.5212

Stormy.Ramsey@cbmove.com

MARK MONTGOMERY
202.669.4328

Mark.Montgomery@cbmove.com

JOSEFINA HOOKER
703.203.6092

Josefina.Hooker@cbmove.com

VIDYA NADIG
440.364.9488

Vidya.Nadig@cbmove.com

SHEILA FALVEY
703.599.0976

Sheila.Falvey@cbmove.com

Open House Sunday 2-4pm • Tregaron 
13021 Dunhill Dr. Fairfax, VA. Can’t imagine why one would want to leave alexandria, 
but if you must, this is the perfect home. Food is at the heart of this special home*a 
cook’s, chef’s  or caterer’s delight*huge kit/fr w/2 full size ovens*2nd kit in gar*spotless 
5/6 br, 5 ba, 2 car gar, ctr hall col in sought after tregaron* over 6000 fin sq ft on 3 
Lvls*much more. $1,200,000 Edward Pagett (571) 237-4753  http://bit.Ly/2rojdc0
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News

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

P
olice officers across Virginia will
be able to strip search drivers at
traffic stops under a bill proposed
from Del. Patrick Hope (D-47).

Hope says he introduced the bill as a reac-
tion to the opioid crisis after being ap-
proached by sheriffs across the common-
wealth who are concerned inmates might
smuggle drugs into jails. Hope says sheriffs
did not ask for strip searches at traffic stops,
although he adds the two issues are linked
in the code.

“The existing statute allows for strip
searches for weapons at traffic stops and
going into jail, and that’s there for a reason
— because you don’t want to put someone
in your squad car who might have a
weapon,” said Hope. “And so the question
is whether opioids today are lethal enough
where you need that same protection at a
traffic stop where you are going to put
somebody in your car.”

Advocates for civil liberties are concerned
that strip searches would be based on noth-
ing more than an arresting officer’s “reason-
able cause to believe” that a suspect has
drugs. They worry that suspicion may often
be based on nothing more than a hunch. And
although courts have upheld the ability of
sheriff’s deputies to conduct strip searches

at jails, they say allowing strip searches at
minor traffic infractions would violate the
dignity of the accused — a burden that
would disproportionately fall on minorities.

“This proposal will fall more heavily on
people of color because of disparate polic-
ing,” said Claire Gastanaga, executive di-
rector of the
American Civil Lib-
erties Union of Vir-
ginia. “Keep in
mind that people
who are black are
eight times more
likely to be ar-
rested for posses-
sion of marijuana
in Arlington than
white people, even
though usage rates
for both popula-
tions are the same,
about 13 percent.”

RECENT YEARS
have seen the opioid crisis spiral out of con-
trol in Virginia. The number of fentanyl-re-
lated overdose deaths increased by more
than 30 percent last year, according to a
recent report from the Virginia Department
of Health. Fentanyl is an opioid pain medi-
cation that’s 100 times more potent than
heroin. It’s often used to treat pain after

major surgeries, and it’s frequently traded
on the black market. A dose the size of a
grain of sand can be lethal, creating a po-
tential problem at jails.

“Google the words ‘jail’ and ‘overdose,’ and
you’ll come up with a number of hits of
people who are sneaking in drugs like fen-

tanyl and heroin
and other opioid
type drugs and
people are over-
dosing on it,” said
Hope. “It’s a very
serious concern of
the jails and the
sheriffs asked me
to carry the bill.”

A Google search
of “jail overdose”
comes up with 8.7
million hits with
horror stories from
across the country.
Four inmates over-
dosed in two days

last year in Ohio. Two inmates were found
dead last year after overdosing in a D.C. jail.
In Miami, prosecutors are considering mur-
der charges after two inmates were found
dead after opioid overdoses. None of the
stories seem to be from Virginia, though,
which worries critics of the bill.

“My concern is that I’m not sure how com-

mon that is — how frequently that happens
— that drugs are being smuggled in,” said
Cindy Cunningham, founder of a progres-
sive group known as VA Plan. “A lot of
people are concerned about police in gen-
eral and I think at this point this is sort of
encouraging civil rights violations.”

Requests for data on opioid smuggling
into the Arlington jail and the Alexandria
jail received no response at press time. And
spokesman for the Fairfax County Sheriff
said no data existed to prove opioid smug-
gling was a problem.

“There are no numbers that show that
smuggled opioids are a problem at the
Fairfax County Adult Detention Center,”
wrote Jamel Perkins, public information
officer for the Fairfax County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice in a response to written questions.

Hope acknowledges that his bill may end
up changing significantly as it makes its way
through the legislative sausage-making fac-
tory in Richmond, a process that starts this
week with a subcommittee hearing followed
by a hearing in the full committee. And
then, if he’s lucky, a vote on the House floor.
Considering the heart of his bill allows for
strip searches at jails rather than traffic
stops, he says, that part may end up being
stripped out before it’s considered by mem-
ber of the House of Delegates.

“If law enforcement feels like that’s not
necessary, we’ll take it out,” said Hope.

Northern Virginia Democrat advocates for strip searches to combat opioid crisis.

Naked Truth About Strip Searches at Traffic Stops

“Google the words ‘jail’ and
‘overdose,’ and you’ll come
up with a number of hits of
people who are sneaking in
drugs like fentanyl and
heroin and other opioid
type drugs and people are
overdosing on it.”

— Del. Patrick Hope (D-44)

By Adam P. Ebbin

State Senator (D-30)

T
he second week of the
2018 General Assem-
bly session wrapped

up last Friday and it feels like
we’re finally hitting our stride.
As we cautiously celebrate the
doors reopening at federal
agencies in Washington and
settle into a semi-regular rhythm, the hours
are filled reviewing bills, discussing policy,
hearing testimony, and sneaking in a quick

lunch on the 100-year-
old desks of the Senate
floor. In between, I have
had the pleasure of re-

ceiving many visits from constituents and
am humbled by the dedication of those who
drove over 100 miles to voice their perspec-
tive on upcoming legislation.

It’s been a difficult start for those of us
advocating for gun violence prevention. The
Senate Courts of Justice Committee voted
down my bill that would have addressed
loopholes that allow people prohibited from
purchasing firearms from a licensed dealer
to obtain firearms from a “private seller.” A
glimmer of bipartisan progress emerged,
however, as my legislation to ban bump

stocks and other devices that
make semi-automatics fire like
machine guns (SB1) advanced
for further consideration to the
Senate Finance Committee.
Machine gun possession is al-
ready heavily regulated at the
federal and state level, and it
makes sense to treat deadly
firearm attachments, which
turn semi-automatic weapons
into de facto machine guns,

with the same scrutiny. Five Senate Repub-
licans joined all six Democrats to move the
bill forward.

I serve on three committees, where I play
a part in deciding which legislative propos-
als will advance to the Senate floor — a
key step on legislation’s journey to the
Governor’s desk. In the Senate Agriculture,
Conservation and Natural Resources Com-
mittee I’ve learned more than I ever thought
I’d know about fox penning, feral cats, and
yogurt manufacturing. We also work to re-
juvenate our oyster population, protect ani-
mal welfare and preserve Virginia’s natural
beauty.

Ensuring a fair and efficient voting pro-
cess is one of my highest priorities and, as
a member of the Senate Privileges and Elec-
tions Committee, I’ve introduced eight bills

to do just that.
Governor Northam’s first official action

was to sign Executive Order 1, which for-
bids discrimination based on sexual orien-
tation, gender identity, status as a veteran,
and other protected classes in public em-
ployment — a policy that has been put forth
by four of the past five governors. However,
if we’re going to continue to attract forward-
thinking companies to the Commonwealth,
we need a permanent policy. SB 202 repre-
sents my continuing effort to permanently
codify these protections. As a member of
the Senate General Laws and Technology
Committee, I was happy to see my fellow
committee members advance the bill on a
decisive 12-3 vote.

A flurry of orange cards has appeared on
my desk this week, giving notice that this
or that bill will soon be considered in com-
mittee. Some proposals have been appear-
ing on that desk, in one form or another,
for several years. Fourteen years in the Gen-
eral Assembly have granted me some
longer-term perspective, however, and
while I have seen many of my proposals
become law, others require persistent effort
each year. Once again, I have introduced
legislation to decriminalize marijuana,
which has steadily gained more allies, in-
cluding several Republicans this year. My

bill would make people who possess small
amounts of marijuana subject to an esca-
lating fine, from $50 to $250 per violation,
rather than a criminal record.

Over three town hall meetings this past
weekend, I was able to hear a multitude of
questions and concerns on pending legisla-
tion. Your valuable input on issues ranging
from disability waivers and education, to
Metro and non-partisan redistricting, was
informative and engaging. On Saturday, I
will be in Alexandria and Arlington for two
more town hall meetings. I hope that you
will join us.

Alexandria
Saturday, Jan. 27, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.,

Mount Vernon Community School, 2601
Commonwealth Ave., with Del. Mark
Levine.

Arlington
Saturday, Jan. 27, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m.,

Walter Reed Community Center, 2909 16th

Street S., with Del.e Alfonso Lopez.
Please consider following me on Twitter

@AdamEbbin, liking my facebook page at
facebook.com/ebbincampaign, emailing
your views to me at
district30@senate.virginia.gov, and taking
my survey at www.AdamEbbin.com/Survey.

It is my continued honor to serve the
people of the 30th District.

Experience Yields Long View on Legislative Proposals

Commentary
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People

Joining ACPS Hall of Fame
A

lexandria City Public Schools inducted six
outstanding athletes into the Athletic Hall of
Fame on Friday, Jan. 19, including a pioneer

in women’s athletics who attended a segregated
school and went on to become an ACPS principal of
two integrated schools, a 37-year record holder in
the two-mile run and an oarsman who became a
decorated veteran and commander of the Navy’s leg-
endary Blue Angels.

The Hall of Fame, now in its fourth year, also hon-
ored two highly regarded basketball coaches in a
festive ceremony featuring a T.C. Williams quartet,
trumpeters and cheerleaders. Francis C. Hammond
Middle School choral students sang the national an-
them and the saber-bearing JROTC cadets and color
guard launched the induction ceremony.

This year’s inductees include
Michael Horton, a basketball player
who scored over 1,600 points during
his career on the T.C. Williams team
and graduated as the school’s all-time
leading scorer. He was honored as a
first team all-state selection his senior
year, was named to the All-Northern
Region Team twice, and was selected
to three all-district teams. Horton be-
gan his college career at Alleghany
Community College, where he was the
top-rated point guard in the U.S. He
went on to play basketball for the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati, the preseason top-ranked collegiate team
in the nation. After college, he returned to Alexandria and pur-
sued a career with ACPS.

Ardelia Hunter was a pioneer in
women’s high school athletics and was
a star on the Parker-Gray women’s bas-
ketball team. After college she returned
to Alexandria, where she served the
city’s youth for 34 years, beginning as an
ACPS elementary school teacher and ris-
ing to become an assistant principal and
then principal. She earned a master’s
degree in elementary education from
Virginia State College along the way.
While Hunter is honored for her athletic
skills at Parker-Gray — a segregated school — she is also es-
teemed for overcoming barriers and ultimately serving as the
principal of two integrated schools.

Ron Lambert was an all-around
athlete who lettered in four sports in
his senior year. Lambert played varsity
basketball for three seasons and was
named first-team all state his senior
year. He was also captain of the foot-
ball team, where he was an all-district
selection as a receiver and defensive
end and played basketball, baseball
and track. Lambert attended Memphis
State University on a football scholarship and also played on
the Memphis State basketball team. He then transferred to Rio
Grande University, where he was a three-time, all-conference
selectee in basketball and was named to the All-America Team
in 1974. He was inducted into the Rio Grande University Hall

of Fame in 1992.
Daymond Jackson was a first

team all-met and first team all-state se-
lection in 1995 and graduated as the
second leading scorer in T.C. Williams’
basketball history. As a senior he aver-
aged 28.5 points per game and was
selected as the Basketball Player of the
Year by the Alexandria Sportsman’s
Club. Jackson also excelled in track,
placing third in the region in 1995 for
the high jump. Upon graduating from
T.C. Williams, he went on to a four-
year collegiate career playing
basketball for John Thompson’s Georgetown Hoyas.

Dwight Stephens was one of a
long line of great T.C. Williams’ dis-
tance runners. He dominated Virginia
high school distance running his senior
year. In an unprecedented sweep, he
won the 1979 Northern Region and
Virginia cross-country titles, the 1980
state indoor title at 3200 meters, and
the 1980 state outdoor title at 3200
meters. In the Northern Region cross-
country championship, he ran the
fourth fastest time in the history of the
Burke Lake course and set a record in
the two-mile run at the state outdoor track and field champi-
onships that has stood for 37 years. After T.C. Williams,
Stephens went on to a collegiate career at Pennsylvania State
University.

Bob Stumpf was a three-year var-
sity oarsman and a two-way starter and
co-captain of the 1969 Northern Vir-
ginia champion football team. During
his sophomore and senior years, he

was in boats that won the prestigious
Stotesbury Cup. As captain of the
crew team in his senior year he also
won the U.S. National Championship.
Stumpf went on to row at the U.S.
Naval Academy, where he earned a
gold medal at the Eastern Sprints and
a bronze medal at the 1971 National
Collegiate Championships. Following graduation, Stumpf
launched a 23-year career as a naval aviator. He flew 22
combat missions during Operation Desert Storm and was
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for heroism. He later

commanded the Navy’s legendary Blue Angels flight demon-
stration squadron.

IN ADDITION to the six athletes, the Hall of Fame honored
two coaches: Albert E. (Ratsy) Doran mentored Alexan-
dria athletes from 1938 until he retired in 1970. He began his
career coaching basketball, football, track and baseball and
served as George Washington’s first director of athletics. In
1953, he was named supervisor of athletics for ACPS, a posi-
tion he held until he retired. He was inducted into the
Washington Metropolitan Basketball Hall of Fame in 1984 and
the Virginia Sports Hall of Fame in 1995. Jimmy Worden,
a native Alexandrian who led the T.C. Williams boys varsity
team to five district titles and the girls varsity team to a dis-
trict tournament title. He was a three-time recipient of the
Alexandria Sportsman’s Club Coach of the Year award, and
was recognized five times by the Washington Post as the Dis-
trict Coach of the Year.

Michael
Horton

Ardelia
Hunter

Ron Lambert

Daymond
Jackson

Dwight
Stephens

Bob Stumpf
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People

The Del Ray Business Association elected Sue
Kovalsky as president of the business group repre-
senting small, independent, and locally-owned busi-
nesses in the Del Ray neighborhood of Alexandria.

“I am humbled and honored to be able to repre-
sent the many businesses of Del Ray and this vibrant
community that I love so much,” said Kovalsky. “I
look forward to serving the Del Ray area and partici-
pating in its continued growth and blossoming po-
tential.”

Kovalsky, a Realtor with McEnearney Associates
and the Jen Walker Team, and has served on the
DRBA board since 2010; most recently as vice presi-
dent. She has been an active member of the events
committee and received the Business Star Award
from the Del Ray Business Association in 2016 for
her community involvement and service.

During her term as president, Kovalsky plans to
use her business background to streamline the
association’s current processes. “While preserving the
heart and soul of our organization, I will promote

an open organization where we
can work smarter and more ef-
fectively market our events to our
current audience as well as a
broader local audience,” said
Kovalsky. Kovalsky and her wife,
along with their four pets, live in
Del Ray.

Also appointed to complete the
terms of three recently vacated

board positions are Maureen Clyne of @home real
estate, Matthew Gillette of National Community
Church, and Daniel Mallon of Friends of Guest House.

The Del Ray Business Association represents the
independently-owned restaurants, retailers, and busi-
nesses in the Del Ray neighborhood of Alexandria;
DRBA also hosts community events, including First
Thursdays, Taste of Del Ray, Well Ray, The Del Ray
Music Festival, The Del Ray Halloween Parade, The
Alexandria Turkey Trot, and more. Visit
www.visitdelray.com.

Kovalsky Elected DRBA President

Civil Rights Activist Visits Students

Maria Ciarrocchi has
been promoted to chief
operating officer of the
Alexandria Chamber of
Commerce. In this ca-
pacity she will take on
a greater role in all as-
pects of the chamber’s
operations and strat-
egy. She will also con-
tinue to lead the
chamber’s advocacy ef-
forts from the staff level.

Ciarrocchi joined the chamber in
2013 as government and promo-
tions director and rose to the title
of vice president of public policy
and programs in 2015. Prior to
joining the chamber, Ciarrocchi

spent a decade in pro-
fessional politics at the
local, state and national
level.

Ciarrocchi has a
bachelor’s degree in
political science and
history from Randolph-
Macon College
(Ashland, Va.). She is a
15-year resident of the
City of Alexandria. In

her spare time, Ciarrocchi is a
singer/actress and can sometimes
be seen singing the National An-
them at a variety of sporting, civic
and charity events as well as
onstage at community theatres
across the region.

Chamber Names COO

Ciarrocchi

Joan Trumpauer Mulholland at Alexandria
Country Day School.

Supporting
ACPS
T.C. Williams High
School alum singer-
songwriter Keira
Moran recorded a live
performance with the
T.C. Williams Orches-
tra at Alexandria’s
First Night celebra-
tion and is donating
the proceeds from
sales to ACPS. Moran,
a 2013 grad at TC, is
now a recording
artist in Los Angeles.

has to do what one knows is right.
“We strive to help our students become kind,

empathetic, and community minded citizens, and Mrs.
Mulholland’s story was an inspiration,” said Scott
Baytosh, Head of School. “Her actions showed the
enormous impact individuals can have if they have
the courage and determination to act when they see
injustice. I can’t think of a better message for our stu-
dents.”

Students at Alexandria Country Day School met
with civil rights activist Joan Trumpauer Mulholland
on Jan. 17. Mulholland read “She Stood for Free-
dom,” a picture book about her life, to students in
kindergarten through second grade. She also met
with students in grades 3 to 8, sharing her experi-
ences at lunch counter sit-ins, as a Freedom Rider, at
the March on Washington, and more. She told the
students that anyone can make a difference, one just
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One year with rolling admission

Fall 2018 deadline is 5/15/18

Contact the Program Manager for details
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People

T
his month, Alexandria mothers and their
daughters spent time together helping or-
ganizations such as Martha’s Table and

Wreaths Across America as members of the local Port
City chapter of the National Charity League, Inc.

For more than 50 years, the nonprofit National
Charity League, Inc., fosters the mother-daughter
relationship in a philanthropic organization commit-
ted to community service, leadership development
and cultural experiences.

A new chapter was formed in Alexandria last spring
called Port City, where the moms and daughters per-
form community service around the area for differ-
ent organizations. This new chapter has also worked

with the Miracle League of Alexandria and is look-
ing to partner with other local organizations.

The chapter is open to any mothers and their
daughters who are in seventh to 12th grade in the
Washington, D.C., Alexandria and Springfield areas.

“This organization is different from any others that
I have been involved in with my daughter,” said
Melissa Mueller, president of the Port City Chapter
of the National Charity League, Inc. “We spend some
quality time together while serving others.”

The chapter is currently holding a membership
drive through April 30. Anyone interested should
contact Ann Ballard at aballard@mcwb.com to be
placed on the email distribution list.

Members of the Port City chapter of the National Charity League, Inc. are committed
to community service.

Focusing on Mothers, Daughters

Chamber’s New Board Chairman
From Page 6

new space to hold the leadership forum because
they have attracted so many attendees.

As Chairman of the Board, Kinneman is bringing
the importance of relationships to the forefront with
an initiative called Working Together. “We want to
see businesses collaborating and mentoring each
other,” she said, “so that there’s growth in business
in Alexandria.”

Kinneman emphasized the need to support young
professionals. “We are focusing on young leadership,”
she said. “We want to bring on young leaders to con-
tinue the current leaders’ legacy. This is the third
year of the 40 Under 40 awards,” she said, referenc-
ing the chamber’s initiative to recognize young lead-
ers and innovators. The chamber is also initiating a
Young Leaders’ Network whose aim is to bolster the
efforts of young professionals.

The chamber is currently engaged with a number
of different groups. “We are working with the Alex-
andria Economic Development Partnership to bring
more business to Alexandria. We want to partner with
them and with businesses.” Working with the Eco-
nomic Development Partnership, the chamber is de-
ciding where businesses should be located and what
they want, added Joe Haggerty, president and chief
executive officer of the chamber.

“We want to create strong government relations,”
said Kinneman, emphasizing the need to advocate
for local businesses and help them grow. The cham-
ber prepared an Annual Legislative Agenda that de-
tails the advocacy efforts that it is engaging in at

City Hall. Among the greatest of these challenges
are the completion of the Potomac Yard Metro Sta-
tion and improving access to broadband services,
according to the chamber’s Immediate Past Chair Dak
Hardwick of Aerospace Industries Association.

Kinneman has not forgotten her roots as a small
business-owner. Supporting small businesses is a
primary objective of the chamber, which is working
with the Small Business Development Center. “We
want to promote their events and the training that
they offer,” said Kinneman. “Alexandria is a small
town with big town features. There’s strong camara-
derie among businesses, and there are many small
businesses. But it’s a city that’s big enough to get
stuff done.”

To Kinneman, it’s all about the community. She
joined the chamber to build her own agency brand,
but she stayed because she “fell in love with the busi-
ness-owners.”

“She’s focused on membership, so that members
feel like they belong,” said Hardwick. “The chamber
continues to solidify itself as a community-based
business organization.” He noted that many of its
members live in the city, and are active members of
the community. “They’re serving the city on a board
or a commission, or they’re members of nonprofits.”

Kinneman hopes that other business-owners in
Alexandria are not distanced from the community
like she was before she joined the chamber. “I want
to see growth in membership, attendance, and satis-
faction. I want to be sitting here in 2019 and say,
‘Yeah, we did something.’”
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Winter Fun & Entertainment

Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
“Interlude: Unfinished Works.”

Various times, through Jan. 21, at
Target Gallery at the Torpedo
Factory, 105 North Union St., Studio
2. Target Gallery, the contemporary
exhibition space of the Torpedo
Factory, spotlights the artistic process
in Interlude: Unfinished Works. Art
has been left unfinished, both
intentionally and unintentionally,
and creates a dialogue on what it
means for art to be “finished.” The
exhibition features 21 artists from
across the globe, including nine
artists from the region. Visit
torpedofactory.org/partners/target-
gallery.

“Déjà Vu,” Art Exhibit. Through Feb.
4, various times at at the Torpedo
Factory, 105 North Union St., Studio
29. Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery show
“Déjà Vu,” highlights the work of
artists Elizabeth Davison, Elise Miller,
and Dianne Harris Thomas. Visit
torpedofactory.org.

“POUR.” Various times through Feb. 19
at Torpedo Factory Art Center, TAG
Gallery, 105 N Union St. #311.
Featuring Jennifer Brewer Stone and
Whitney Staiger. Brewer will be
showing mixed media pieces with
resin, texture paste, various paints
and gold leaf. Staiger is a jeweler and
will be showcasing how to cast into
cuttlefish bones, one of the oldest
ways of casting metal. Visit
torpedofactory.org.

“Form and Void.” Various times
through Feb. 25 at the Athenaeum,
201 Prince St. Ellyn Weiss’s work is
guided by a commitment to
environmental sustainability and
scientific truth, and her sheer delight
in working with materials to make
art. Using tar, wire, liquid plastic,
printing on acrylic, and large-scale
drawing, Weiss’s creations are a
reflection on survival and
regeneration. Visit www.nvfaa.org or
call 703-548-0035.

“Winter Respite.” Through Feb. 25,
Wednesday-Sunday, noon-4:30 p.m.
at Green Spring Historic House, 4603
Green Spring Road. NOVA Plein Air
Artists debuts its exhibit “Winter
Respite.” NOVA Plein Air Artists is a
group of Northern Virginia artists
who regularly paint together in
outdoor settings; in local public and
private gardens, parks, farms,
wineries, and at other local sites.
This show features their recent oil
paintings showcasing floral still lifes,
landscapes and florals, painted en
plein air.
Visitwww.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
green-spring.

New Project Studio. Through Feb.
28, various times at the Torpedo
Factory, 105 North Union St., Studio
8. Over the course of three months,
Korean painter and sculptor Suh
Yongsun will transform the New
Project Studio into a workshop and
community space for discussions and
creativity. He will explore public,
social, and political issues in present-
day Korea while developing a visual
discourse of his time creating in
Alexandria. Visit torpedofactory.org.

“Terracotta Warriors” in Market
Square. Through March 11, all day
in Market Square, 301 King St. Two
replicas of the famous “Terracotta
Warriors.” Each replica stands six
feet tall and weighs about 500
pounds, and will be on display
through March 2018. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov for more

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Community Dance. 7:30-9:30 p.m.

every third Friday at Hollin Hall

Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah
Road. Live music. Tickets are $4. Call
703-765-4573.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Drop-in for the session
and bring supplies to draw or paint
live models. Fee ranges from $8-$12.
All skill levels are welcome. Del Ray
Artisans is located at 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for a
schedule.

The Harmony Heritage Singers
(Mount Vernon Chapter of
Barbershop Harmony Society), a
daytime, a cappella, Chorus,
rehearses on the 2nd and 4th

Tuesdays, monthly, at Sherwood Hall
Regional Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Newcomers
welcome for fun or to book for a
performance. Visit
www.HHSingers.org, or call Bruce at
703-352-5271.

SATURDAY/JAN. 27
Keck Collection Auction. 10 a.m. at

The Potomack Company, 1120 North
Fairfax St. More than 150 lots from
the Keck collection and other special
pieces will be offered, including an
18th century Italian painting, a pair
of 19th century paintings after Jean-
Honoré Fragonard and an important
painting by Montague Dawson.
Online auction follows on Tuesday,
Jan. 30. Visit
www.potomackcompany.com or call
703-684-4550.

U.S. Navy Band Concert. 7:30 p.m.
at Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert
Hall, 4915 East Campus Drive.
Concert will feature a wide variety of
wind ensemble pieces including Short
Ride in a Fast Machine, Symphonic
Metamorphosis, and Stubernic
Fantasy where 3 percussionists
maneuver around a marimba. Free,
no tickets required. Visit
www.nvcc.edu/schlesingercenter/ or
www.navyband.navy.mil.

FRIDAY/JAN. 26
Open House. 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at

Metropolitan School of the Arts, 5775
Barclay Road, Suite 4. Metropolitan
School of the Arts (MSA) Performing
Arts Academy of Alexandria, is
hosting an open house with an
opportunity for prospective students
to meet and greet with MSA staff as
well as refreshments. Visit
www.metropolitanarts.org.

Scottish Celebration Burns
Dinner. 6-9 p.m. at Sheraton Suites
Old Town, 801 N. St. Asaph St. Join
in a celebration of Scottish culture
and support the film, “Why They
Left: A Scottish Migration.” Buffet
dinner including chicken and haggis.
Cash bar, professional portraits,
video of the film project, short talk
on the story told in the film, t-shirts,
Scottish magazines. Visit
scottishmigration-film.com.

The James Brown Experience. 8
p.m. at the Carlyle Club, 2050
Ballenger Ave. Led by former James
Brown drummer Robert “Mousey”
Thompson, The James Brown
Experience is all-star ensemble that
faithfully performs the most popular
songs by one of the greatest music
legends of our time. $30-$35. Visit
thecarlyleclub.com.

Earth Day Artwork Student
Competition Deadline. The
theme of Earth Day 2018 is Local
Action, Global Impact. Students are
encouraged to create an artistic
design of the role they play in
protecting the Earth. The selected
artwork will be printed on Earth Day
t-shirts, reusable shopping bags,
posters, fliers, and advertising to
donors, as well as posted on the
Alexandria Earth Day website. Visit

www.alexandriava.gov/recreation/
earthday or call 703-861-8705.

FRIDAY/JAN. 26-SUNDAY/FEB. 4
Alexandria Winter Restaurant

Week. In neighborhoods throughout
Alexandria, Virginia, including Old
Town, Del Ray and the West End,
participating restaurants will off a
$35 three-course dinner for one or
$35 dinner for two; select locations
offering lunch from $10-20 per
person. Visit
www.AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com
or call 703-838-5005.

JAN. 27-MARCH 4
“Passages.” Various times at Target

Gallery at the Torpedo Factory, 105
North Union St., Studio 2. Target
Gallery’s next exhibition, Passages,
explores the lasting effects migration
has on cultural identity from the
perspective of immigrants and
immigrant families from across the
global diaspora. The juror for this
exhibition was Adriana Ospina,
curator of the Permanent Collection
and Education at the Art Museum of
Americas. Visit torpedofactory.org/
partners/target-gallery.

SUNDAY/JAN. 28
Winter Wedding Showcase. 11 a.m.

at the Carlyle Club, 2050 Ballenger
Ave. Experience live music, talk with
award winning professionals in the
areas of floral design, cake design
travel, event planning, and more.

Gather ideas, taste free samples, fill
gift bags and enter to win many
exciting prizes. $10. Visit
thecarlyleclub.com/weddings.html.

Art of the Book - Calligraphy. 1-2
p.m. at Historic Huntley, 6918
Harrison Lane. Historic Huntley is
offering three classes this winter that
delve into different aspects of book
making. Register for any of the
series. Call 703-768-2525 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
historic-huntley.

Pinewood Derby Workshop. 3-6
p.m. at Ace Hardware, 809 S.
Washington St. Old Town Ace
Hardware is hosting a series of
pinewood derby workshops for local
Cub Scouts. During select Sundays in
January, the store will provide wood
cuts, sandpaper, and work stations
for scouts to prep their derby cars.
The store asks that participating
Scouts trace their car designs on their
woodblocks prior to arriving at the
workshops. The store kindly requests
a $1 donation per woodcut to benefit
Boy Scouts of America and Children’s
National, our local Children’s Miracle
Network Hospital. Complimentary
popcorn will be served during the
event. Email
amiller@acehardwaredc.com or call
the store (Monday-Saturday, 8-8;
Sunday, 10-6) at 703-566-7040.

THURSDAY/FEB. 1
Alexandria Poetry Contest Entry

Deadline. 5 p.m. at the City of
Alexandria, The Office of the Arts, a
division of the Department of

Recreation. The “DASHing Words in
Motion” poetry contest, topics edge
on transportation, ideas might stem
from The Alexandria Transit
Company’s DASH buses motto is
“Keep Alexandria Moving.” Call 703-
746-5565 or email
cherylanne.colton@alexandriava.gov.

Blues Night with Meigs Hodge. 7
p.m. at The Athenaeum, 201 Prince
St. Meigs Hodge explores Delta and
Chicago styles through the music of
Robert Johnson, Muddy Waters, and
others; as well as contemporary
standards and original compositions.
$10. Visit www.nvfaa.org or call 703-
548-0035.

FEB. 2-MARCH 10
Art Exhibit. Various times at The

Gallery @ Convergence, 1801 N.
Quaker Lane. The All City High
School Art Exhibition hosted by the
Convergence Arts Initiative returns
for its third and most exciting year so
far. This year’s expanded event
features over 90 Alexandria high
school students and will welcome
two additional schools to its juried
exhibition; Commonwealth Academy
and The Howard Gardner School.
Visit www.ourconvergence.org.

SATURDAY/FEB. 3
Alexandria Warehouse Sale. 9 a.m.-

4 p.m. at The Westin Alexandria, 400
Courthouse Square. The “Super Bowl
of Shopping Event” (always occurring
the Saturday of Super Bowl
weekend), the 13th Annual
Alexandria Warehouse Sale will take
place at the Westin Hotel located in
the Carlyle District of Old Town
Alexandria. Free to enter. Visit
www.AlexandriaWarehouseSale.com.

Watercolor Workshop: Paint a
Winter Scene. 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
at Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Learn to paint a winter
landscape in wa–tercolor with the
help of artist Erik Hottenstein, who
demonstrates techniques for
translating photographs into winter
scenes and provides guidance for
your individual piece. $90. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes or call 703-642-5173.

Fighting for Freedpeople. 11 a.m. at
Alexandria Black History Museum,
902 Wythe St. Learn how two
women, one black and one white,
helped improve conditions while
carving out new roles for themselves
in 19th century America. Paula
Whitacre’s recently published book,
“A Civil Life in an Uncivil Time,” is a
biography of Julia Wilbur and tells
the story of how Wilbur and Jacobs
became effective advocates for free
people’s rights. Whitacre will be
available to sign copies of her book.
Call 703-746-4356.

A 1760s Celebration. Noon-4 p.m. at
Carlyle House Historic Park, 121 N.
Fairfax St. Join in to wish a very
happy birthday to Alexandria town
founder, Col. John Carlyle. Festivities
will include 18th-century dancing,
live music, and a birthday treat.
Admission is free, donations are
welcome. Visit www.novaparks.com
or call 703-549-2997.

Freedom House Museum Tours. 1-
5 p.m. at Freedom House Museum,
1315 Duke St. The Freedom House
Museum was once the headquarters
and holding pen for the largest
domestic slave trading firm in the
United States, Franklin and Armfield.
The building is currently owned by
the Northern Virginia Urban League
and together with the Office of
Historic Alexandria, the public is
invited to visit the museum in this
historic reminder of slavery.
Admission is $5 per person. Space is
limited and reservations are
recommended. Tickets can be
purchased online, or by cash or check

Winter Restaurant Week
More than 60 Alexandria restaurants offer a $35 three-course dinner for

one or a $35 dinner for two during Alexandria Winter Restaurant Week,
Friday, Jan. 26-Sunday, Feb. 4. More than 30 restaurants will also offer lunch
menus at $10, $15 or $20 per person in addition to the dinner offerings. New
to Alexandria Winter Restaurant Week are Hank’s Pasta Bar, Sunday in
Saigon, Cedar Knoll, Café 44, La Trattoria and Nectar Coffee & Wine Bistro.
Returning participants include Restaurant Eve, Sonoma Cellar, Magnolia’s
On King, Vermilion, Evening Star Cafe, Virtue Feed & Grain, Mason Social,
Cheesetique, Columbia Firehouse and Del Ray Café. View the menu flip-book
and make reservations at www.AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com.

Port City bar food

Cedar Knoll
oysters
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703 KING ST, ALEXANDRIA  (703) 838-9090  MAGNOLIASONKING.COM

RESTAURANT WEEK OFFERINGS

$35 Three Course Prix-Fixe Dinner

$20 Saturday and Sunday Brunch

Southern Immersion Cuisine • Craft Cocktails • Private Events

Winter Fun & Entertainment

A Scottish-themed “Robbie Burns” dinner is
planned to raise funds for the historical documen-
tary film, “Why They Left: A Scottish Migration,”
written by Alexandria-based graphic designer Ellen
Hamilton. Hamilton hopes to finish the film and have
a screening in Alexandria this time next year. She
has help with equipment and advice from veteran
filmmaker and reporter Margaret Kennedy of Old
Town Productions.

Hamilton travels to the area near Glasgow,
Scotland’s largest and most industrial city, with her
husband who is from that region. Being urban and
busy, this Lowland area tends to be overlooked by
American tourists. She was given a book on the his-
tory of the area written by Scottish archaeologist
Derek Alexander. Hamilton became interested in her
own ancestor’s roots and decided to tell the story of
the place that most Scots emigrated from. She found
that most people are not aware of their own family’s
stories and how they came to leave Scotland and
take the trip of seven or more weeks on a sailing
vessel. Many people died on that journey. People were
quarantined once they got to Alexandria, because of
the threat of disease outbreaks. Hamilton features
William Gregory who bought and expanded the
building at 329 North Washington St. in Alexandria.
Gregory came from Kilmarnock, Scotland where his
family ran a rug weaving factory.

Hamilton has interviewed local historians Lance
Mallamo and Michael Lee Pope for the project.

In Scotland, arranged for an on-camera interview
of Alexander in a 700 year old, castle on the banks
of the Clyde river. The land that the castle sits on

and the neighboring town, Port Glasgow, are part of
the story in the film. It was the place where many
Scots climbed aboard a ship, and embarked on that
long journey. The time frame that Hamilton writes
about, late 1700s, was also a time of major transi-
tions for Scotland. The cotton revolution was restruc-
turing the landscape with new towns, the use of
money by many for the first time, and the loss of
most people’s rural homesteads. Roads were being
built between towns for the first time, and Scotland’s
inclusion in the country of Great Britain meant new
wealth and new problems for its people.

To get the word out about the film and raise some
money for promotion, production and permissions,
she and her team of helpers are hosting a Scottish
themed “Robbie Burns” dinner where Hamilton will
speak about the story told in the film. She designed
t-shirts for the event and will have Steven Halperson
of Tisara Photography on hand for professional por-
traits. Guests are encouraged to wear their best tar-
tan outfits for their portrait. The dinner will take
place at the Sheraton Suites Old Town. Dinner will
include haggis and roast chicken, and the classic Brit-
ish dessert, trifle, which is berries, cake, cream and
custard in layers. The dinner will be held Friday, Jan.
26, 6-9 p.m., at Sheraton Suites Old Town, 801 N.
Saint Asaph St.

Hamilton’s website for the film is scottishmigration-
film.com. She has opened her first online store called
Yellow Dot Shop, where she is selling tickets to the
dinner and other items; see yellow-dot-
shop.myshopify.com. To contribute to the film, people
can visit at gofundme.com/Scots-Doc.

Scottish Dinner To Support Film

Thread factory in
Paisley, Scotland.

Photos by Ellen Hamilton

McQueen gravestone, a
relative of Ellen
Hamilton, buried in South
Carolina.
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Winter Fun & Entertainment

at the door. Visit
www.visitalexandriava.com/listings/
freedom-house/4676/.

SUNDAY/FEB. 4
Walk with Washington Tour. 2 p.m.

at the Alexandria Visitor Center
(Ramsay House), 221 King St.
Focuses on some of the most
important Old Towne sites associated
with George Washington. 60-90 min.
Free. Recommended for ages 10 and
older. Call 703-746-3301.

MONDAY/FEB. 5
Microgreens. 7-8 p.m. at Barrett

Branch Library, 717 Queen St.
Microgreens: What Are They, Why
They Are So Fabulous, and How to
Grow Them. Join us to learn their
many benefits, and some simple ways
to grow these delicious, nutritious
and inexpensive baby plants and
sprouts at home. Come prepared to
get a bit dirty while planting one’s
own microgreen garden in class.
Free. Advance registration requested
at mgnv.org. Questions, telephone
703-228-6414 or
emailmgarlalex@gmail.com.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 7
Swing Dance. 9-11 p.m. at Nick’s

Nightclub, 642 South Pickett St. The
Cutaways, with Dave Kitchen,
promise a great time for swing
dancers. An accomplished singer/
songwriter active in the roots rock
scene for over 15 years, since 1995
Dave has been nominated for a dozen
or so of the Washington Area
Musician’s Association’s WAMMIE
Awards and has won twice. $10. Visit
nicksnightclub.com/.

THURSDAY/FEB. 8
Artists Reception. 6-8:30 p.m. at

Torpedo Factory Art Center, TAG
Gallery, 105 N Union St. #311. With
a demonstration by Jennifer Brewer
Stone and Whitney Staiger. Brewer
will be showing mixed media pieces
with resin, texture paste, various
paints and gold leaf. Staiger is a
jeweler and will be showcasing how
to cast into cuttlefish bones, one of
the oldest ways of casting metal.
RSVP on Facebook at http://
jennifersartgallery.cmail19.com/t/r-l-
jrdhjudt-jytjiuthly-m/.

Artist Reception: Passages. 6-8
p.m. Various times at at Torpedo
Factory Art Center, Target Gallery,
105 N Union St. The newest
exhibition in Target Gallery, the
contemporary exhibition space for
the Torpedo Factory Art Center,
explores the lasting effects migration
has on cultural identity. Passages
gives an intimate look in to artists’
individual experiences and how they
shaped who they are today. Visit
torpedofactory.org.

FRIDAY/FEB. 9
Concert. 7:30 p.m. at Blessed

Sacrament Catholic Church, 1427 W.
Braddock Road. Director of Music
John McCrary will conduct the
Blessed Sacrament Festival Chorus
and Orchestra with soprano Michelle
Kunz, alto Sally Monson, tenor Phil
Pickens, bass Joshua Hong in a
concert of works including Bach’s
Ascension Oratorio and the Litaniae
de venerabili altaris sacramento,
KV143. Donations are encouraged.

Email jmccrary@blessedsacramentcc.org
or call 703-998-6100, ext. 103.

George Washington’s Birthday 2018
Celebrate George Washington’s Birthday at His Home, Mount Vernon. Four

days of events, with free admission on Monday, Feb. 19 and Thursday, Feb. 22.
Visit www.mountvernon.org/birthday or call 703-780-2000.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/FEB. 17-18
(9 a.m.-4 p.m.)
George Washington’s Favorite Breakfast – 9 a.m.-noon – Join “General

Washington” for a sample of hoecakes prepared by Mount Vernon staff
(while supplies last).

Mingle with Costumed Characters from George Washington’s
World – 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

18th-century Dancing Demonstration with costumed characters.
Wreathlaying Ceremonies at the tomb of George Washington throughout

the day.

MONDAY/FEB.19
(9 a.m.-5 p.m.) Free admission.
Visit George Washington’s home and burial site. The traditional

wreathlaying ceremony at Washington’s Tomb takes place at 10 a.m.
followed by Mount Vernon’s official celebration on the east lawn including
a keynote speaker and 21-gun salute to the first president. Special military
demonstrations and patriotic music will take place on the Bowling Green
at 11:15 a.m. “General Washington” is on the grounds to greet visitors and
receive birthday wishes all day.

Special musical tribute – 1 p.m.-1:30 p.m.
Share selected stories with “George Washington” – 2 p.m.
Wreathlaying at the tomb of George Washington – 3 p.m.
Visit the Washington Library for the rare opportunity to tour the reading

room and examine replica documents.

THURSDAY/FEB. 22
(9 a.m.-4 p.m.) Free admission
George Washington’s 286th Birthday – Visit Mount Vernon on George

Washington’s actual birthday for wreathlaying ceremonies throughout the
day. Enjoy a patriotic concert and observe a moving ceremony honoring
new citizens. Join “General Washington” for a slice of birthday cake (while
supplies last).

Be Washington: It’s Your Turn to Lead – Mount Vernon has opened a
new first-person interactive experience titled Be Washington: It’s Your
Turn to Lead in its Donald W. Reynolds Museum and Education Center.

New Objects on View in the Donald W. Reynolds Museum and Education
Center. A new installation will highlight objects related to one of the Be
Washington’s scenarios: the Newburgh conspiracy.

New Revolutionary War 4-D Theater – The new 17-minute film focuses
on Washington’s leadership and the pivotal campaigns that secured
American independence. This experience is included in admission.

The City of Alexandria celebrates George Washington’s Birthday with more
than a dozen events throughout February. Visit www.washingtonbirthday.net
or call 703-829-6640.
George Washington Birthday Parade – Feb. 19, 1-3 p.m., Old Town

Alexandria.
Cherry Challenge – Jan. 28-Feb. 11, at various restaurants throughout

Alexandria. Walking with Washington Tours – Sundays in February
2018, 2 p.m. at the Alexandria Visitor Center, 221 King St.

Washington’s Birthday Celebration – Feb. 17-19, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and Feb.
22, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., at George Washington’s Mount Vernon. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/birthday or call 703-780-2000.

George Washington’s Birthnight Banquet & Ball – Saturday, Feb. 17,
5:30-11 p.m. (9 p.m. if attending the ball only), at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum. Reservations required. Visit Alexandriava.gov/Shop or call 703-
746-4242.

Historic Alexandria Open Houses – Feb. 19, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., various
museums throughout Old Town Alexandria. In honor of George
Washington’s birthday, admission is free at these historic Alexandria sites:
Friendship Firehouse Museum, Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, Stabler-
Leadbeater Apothecary Museum and The Lyceum: Alexandria’s History
Museum.

SATURDAY/FEB. 10
Fancy Nancy Author Visit. 11:30

a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Hooray for
Books!, 1555 King St. Visitors should
dress in their fanciest ensemble
(that’s fancy for “outfit”) as Hooray
for Books! welcome back Jane
O’Connor. She will present and sign
her final Fancy Nancy picture book,
Oodles of Kittens. To secure a spot in
the signing line, stop in, call 703-
548-4092, or email
order@hooray4books.com to
purchase a copy of

Oodles of Kittens. Recommended for
children ages 3 and up. Free
admission. Visit
www.hooray4books.com.

Seed Swap Day. 12:30-4 p.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, , 4603 Green
Spring Road. Washington Gardnener
magazine is hosting the 13th annual
Washington Gardener Seed Exchange
at Green Spring Gardens. These seed
swaps are in-person and face-to-face.
Bring extra seeds and swap them
with other gardneners. Participants
can learn, network and prepare for
next year’s seed collecting.
Registration is strongly
recommended as space is limited.
Register online at
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/
3210698.

Freedom House Museum Tours. 1-
5 p.m. at Freedom House Museum,
1315 Duke St. The Freedom House
Museum was once the headquarters
and holding pen for the largest
domestic slave trading firm in the
United States, Franklin and Armfield.
The building is currently owned by
the Northern Virginia Urban League
and together with the Office of
Historic Alexandria, the public is
invited to visit the museum in this
historic reminder of slavery.

Night Comes, Ellyn Weiss, 52" x 12', oil bar, charcoal, and acrylic, 2017.

‘Form and Void’
Ellyn Weiss’s work is guided by a commitment to environmental sustainability and scientific truth, and her sheer delight in

working with materials to make art. Using tar, wire, liquid plastic, printing on acrylic, and large-scale drawing, Weiss’s cre-
ations are a reflection on survival and regeneration. Through Feb. 25, various times at the Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.
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RestaurantRestaurantRestaurant

127 N. Washington St., Alexandria • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Winter Specials
• Split Pea Soup with
    Smoked Sausage
  • Asparagus with Fresh
      Smoked Trout
      • Venison Medallions
        • Beef Wellington
           • Rack of Lamb
                • Dover Sole
                   • Cassoulet
                       • Frog Legs

Make your reservations now!
VALENTINE’S DAY
3 Seatings at 5:00, 7:00 and 9:00

Call for Information

lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find
the way. 2. not appreciated
or understood. 3. no longer

owned or known

Adopt
Donate

Volunteer
Volunteers needed for

adoption events,
fostering,

transportation,
adoption center

caretaking and more.

A Community Favorite

Since 1904

Since 1904, The Royal has been Old Town’s Favorite neighborhood 
restaurant. Award-winning menu includes prime rib, fresh seafood, roast 

chicken best burgers hand-carved roast turkey and salad bar. 

Serving Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner

ALEXANDRIA’S NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT  • SINCE 1904

Save 50% 
On second dinner entree
of equal or lesser value 

when you mention this ad.
Offer expires 2/28/18.

Full Buffet with 
Omelette Station

Saturday and
Sunday Brunch

7am-2pm

734 North St. Asaph Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-548-1616
RoyalRestaurantVA.com

Winter Fun & Entertainment

Admission is $5 per person. Space is
limited and reservations are
recommended. Tickets can be
purchased online, or by cash or check
at the door. Visit
www.visitalexandriava.com/listings/
freedom-house/4676/.

Champagne and Chocolates
Fundraiser. 4-7 p.m. at Gunston
Hall, 10709 Gunston Road, Lorton.
Champagne, small plate hors
d’oeuvres, desserts, mansion tours by
costumed historical interpreters,
raffle and live auction to benefit
educational programs for George
Mason’s Gunston Hall. Music by
Robinson High School String Quartet.
Cocktail attire. $50 per person. RSVP
by Feb. 3 at bit.ly/
champagneandchocolates2018. Call
703-550-9220.

Salon at the Statehouse III. 7 p.m.
at The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Ashley and George Wilson will
welcome 50 guests to their recently
renovated, historical home, where
dinner will be served. $100. Visit
www.nvfaa.org or call 703-548-0035.

ASO Presents: Debussy & Sibelius.
8-10 p.m. at Rachel M. Schlesinger
Concert Hall & Arts Center, 4815 E
Campus Drive. Join the ASO and
Maestro José-Luis Novo for a concert
with nationalist themes. The ASO
presents Debussy’s Petite Suite, the
Overture to Verdi’s epic Nabucco and
LutosBawski’s MaBa Suita. Written
on the heels of his acclaimed
Finlandia, the concert ends with
Sibelius’ Symphony No. 2. $20-$80
adult, $5 youth, $10 student. Call
703-548-0885 or visit alexsym.org.

SUNDAY/FEB. 11
Art of the Book - Paper. noon-1 p.m.

at Historic Huntley, 6918 Harrison
Lane. Historic Huntley is offering

three classes this winter that delve
into different aspects of book
making. Register for any of the
series. Call 703-768-2525 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
historic-huntley.

Chocolate and Wine Tasting. 1-3
p.m. at The Italian Place, 621 Wythe
St. Join The Italian Place of Old
Town for a complimentary wine and
chocolate tasting before Valentine’s
day. Meet local chocolatier, Sarah
Dwyer from Chouquette in Maryland
who will offer a variety of chocolate
samples. Free. Call 571-777-8981 or
visit theitalianplaceofoldtown.com.

After Four Decades, La Cuisine Says Sweet Goodbye

Walk with Washington Tour. 2 p.m.
at the Alexandria Visitor Center
(Ramsay House), 221 King St. Focuses
on some of the most important Old
Towne sites associated with George
Washington. 60-90 min. Free.
Recommended for ages 10 and older.
Call 703-746-3301.

Alexandria Symphony Orchestra. 3
p.m. at George Washington Masonic
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive. Enjoy a
world tour exploring themes of
nationalism, led by Maestro José-Luis
Novo. A delicate collection of French
dances originally written for two
pianos, the ASO presents Debussy’s

Petite Suite. Dropping by Italy for a
little opera, Maestro Novo will
conduct the Overture to Verdi’s epic
Nabucco. Commissioned by Polish
radio and complete with a polka
movement, the program continues
with LutosBawski’s MaBa Suita.
Admittedly a “confession of the soulÓ
and written on the heels of his
acclaimed Finlandia, the concert ends
with Sibelius’ Symphony No. 2,
proclaiming the grandeur of his
homeland and the struggle for
Finland’s independence. $5-$80. Visit
www.alexsym.org.

FEB. 15-MARCH 3
U-Street the musical. Various times

at the Richard Kauffman Auditorium
(Lee Center), 1108 Jefferson St. U-
Street, the musical is an exploration
of homelessness in America brought
to life with 12 musical numbers, and
a 30-member cast from around the
D.C. metro area. The production is
also a fundraiser to support programs
for low-income youth in Alexandria.
$20. Call 703-640-4980 or visit
www.momentumcinc.org.

Museum was once the headquarters and

By Hope Nelson

E
ventually, every meal must end — even
a feast that has kept going for 47 years.
And for La Cuisine, the longtime cook-

ery shop in Old Town’s grand finale was sweet
indeed.

“What we thought would be a month-long
process … lasted three days,” said owner
Nancy Pollard. “We did not expect it.”

Nor did Pollard and her team
of “Cuisinettes” — devoted La
Cuisine employees — expect the
gaggle of longtime customers

who waited outside 323 Cameron Street for
their turn to enter the shop to reminisce, say
goodbye — and pick up some deals.

“From what I understand, there was a line
out the door and it was freezing — and the
people apparently … were all trading stories

about cooking and how much they loved the
store. It was kind of like a little community of
people who had been coming to our shop for
a long time,” Pollard said. “It was all very posi-
tive, even though it was like 19 degrees. And
of course we never saw any of this because we
couldn’t see beyond the sea of people in our
700-square-foot (space).”

Over the years, La Cuisine developed a fol-
lowing for being one of the top choices for
home cooks who were looking for high-qual-
ity materials at a fair price. From cast iron to
cookbooks, copper pots to new knives, the shop
was small but mighty, a tour de force for any-
one looking to restock their kitchen — or treat
themselves.

“I’m still answering letters from people who
wrote really, really lovely things,” Pollard said.

With the shop in good shape financially and
all her ducks in a row, Pollard knew it would

be a good time to close things down on a high
note.

“I was ready to retire,” she said. And as her
family continued to expand, including two
grandsons, “I really wanted to spend more time
with them.”

As for what’s next for the Cameron Street
space, Pollard says there’s no news to report at
the moment. Perhaps she will open its doors
for a pop-up store here and there, or donate
the space to a group for political-campaign pur-
poses. Regardless, she and her husband will
continue to live right above what was her life-
blood for so many years.

“We’re staying,” Pollard said, “except when I
visit my grandsons.”

Appetite

Hope Nelson owns and operates the Kitchen
Recessionista blog, located at www.kitchen
recessionista.com. Email her any time at
hope@kitchenrecessionista.com.
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Schools

F
ifty-five Alexandria City Public
Schools students have earned
awards for their artistic achieve-
ments in the 2017-18 Alexandria

PTA Reflections contest. At 13 schools across
the city, the students choreographed dances,
made films, wrote poems and stories, com-
posed music, took photographs, and created
visual art, all based on this year’s contest
theme, “Within Reach.” All had already won
1st Place Awards at their own schools be-
fore competing in the city-level contest.

Some students had unique concepts for
interpreting the theme. Lillian Morton, a
senior at T.C. Williams, won 1st Place in the
city’s High School Photography division for
a photograph of two pairs of feet under a
table, one in the shoes of a small child and
one in high-heeled pumps. In the Artist’s
Statement she wrote to accompany her pho-
tograph, she described her work as a visual
representation of the transition from child
to adult. “The distance to the floor from
one’s chair is just within reach as children.
Once we grow up, we reach for bigger
things. We can comfortably rest our feet on
the floor and stride forward in our lives ….
As we reach for the transition to adulthood,
we must bridge the gap and learn how to
walk in heels.”

Mount Vernon Community School third-
grader Nora Beekman won 1st Place in the
Intermediate Division for Music Composi-
tion for her song, “I’ve Been Waiting.” In
her Artist’s Statement, she explains, “The
person in my song has hope that is within
reach, and it’s also about somebody who’s
not afraid.”

The students’ inspirations come from
many sources. Eighth-grader Claudia
Martino’s won 1st Place in Visual Arts,
Middle School, for her painting, “Las
Patronas,” which shows a woman handing
a bag of food to a man leaning out from the
door of a train. The idea for the George
Washington Middle School student’s entry
came from a CNN report about a group of
women in Mexico who bring food each day
to Central American migrants on their way
to the United States. “The theme ‘Within
Reach,’” she says, “made me remember how
by reaching out with food, this group saves
hundreds of lives.”

Entries at each level are evaluated by
judges who are experts in the arts catego-
ries they’re judging: Dance Choreography,
Film Production, Literature, Music Compo-
sition, Photography, or Visual Arts. Entries
are judges on three criteria: Creativity, Tech-
nique, and Interpretation of the Contest
Theme.

The 55 students won 60 awards in the
city’s contest, with several students enter-
ing and winning in more than one contest
category. Twenty-two of the entries won 1st
Place awards in the city’s contest and are
now competing at the district level.

Alexandria’s winners will be celebrated
the evening of March 16 at the Alexandria
Reflections Awards Program and Art Show
Opening at the Durant Arts Center. The
event is free and open to the public. An art
show of the works will be open there
through mid-May.

PTA Reflections Contest Honors Student Artists
“Exploding the

Future,” by Saha
Irwin, grade2,

Jefferson-
Houston School

- 1st Place,
Visual Arts,

Primary

“Family,” by Abigail Altenburg, grade 6, George Wash-
ington MS - 1st Place, Photography, Middle School.

“Looking Through Twins,” by Saha Irwin, grade 2,
Jefferson Houston School - 1st Place, Photography,
Primary.

“Learning To Walk in Heels,” by Lillian Morton, grade 12, T.C. Williams -
1st Place, Photography, High School.

“Outreached,” by Ava Benbow, grade 11, TC Williams -
1st Place, Visual Arts, High School.

“Las
Patronas,” by

Claudia
Martino,
grade 8,

George Wash-
ington MS -

1st Place,
Middle School

“Stronger,”
by Adelaide
Flint, grade
4, George
Mason ES -
1st Place,
Photogra-
phy, Inter-
mediate.

“The Long Journey,” by Claudia
Cutting, grade 5, Maury ES - 1st
Place, Visual Arts, Intermediate
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News

Reviewing Gang-Related Crimes
From Page 1

department’s anti-gang work is back-
lash from the national level rhetoric on
immigration. “Whenever we show up in
Arlandria, people worry we’re there to
enforce immigration law,” said Carr.
“Having difficulty building up that trust.
We’re a local police department looking
for people breaking local law.”

Sean Sherlock, Assistant Common-
wealth Attorney, said there was one
gang-motivated prosecution ongoing
currently. Because those involved are
juveniles, the names are withheld. It was
a mob assault on another juvenile that
emerged out of a conflict in T.C. Will-
iams High School. Sherlock says the is-

sue wasn’t originally gang motivated, but
it became gang associated and evolved
into an assault. Sherlock said the ring-
leader was a person detectives ap-
proached about a month before the as-
sault happened. He hadn’t committed
any crimes, but was a self-avowed MS-
13 gang member that had been sent to
Alexandria from El Salvador to work
with the gang. Sherlock said getting tes-
timony from victims has been difficult,
one is a juvenile and is scared, but
doesn’t want to see this happening in his
community.

The next meeting will be held on May
17 in the Sister Cities Conference Room
in City Hall.

Council Rejects Karig Estates Appeal, 6-1
From Page 1

the letter of the law.
The legislative procedure also put the

council into a particularly tricky situation.
The case was an appeal of the Planning
Commission’s approval of the project in
2017, which meant it had to be rejected
under specific legal grounds about what
part of the city code the design violated.
City staff and City Attorney Jim Banks re-
peatedly told the council no such grounds
existed.

“We need to follow the law,” said Coun-
cilman Timothy Lovain. “This is not a case
where we can just substitute our judgment
and start over, it has to be legally deficient.
We cannot exercise legislative discretion
and say ‘you know what, it would be nicer
if we did this other thing’ need to address
not just the pros and cons and making ev-
erybody happy, we have to follow the law. I
wish it was different, but we need to honor
and follow the law.”

Despite this, there were some on the
council who were moved by hours of pub-
lic testimony warning them of the risks of
approving the project. “I’m here to tell you
what will happen to unsuspecting buyers
in Seminary Ridge if you let this decision
stand,” said Deborah Spagnoli. “I purchased
a home [in Seminary Ridge] in 2003, and I
was not informed … our home was built
on unstable marine clay.”

Spagnoli said after things started going
wrong around the house, she tore down the
drywall and found a horizontal crack across
the foundation that stretched 28 feet.

“Imagine the tears and horror when we
found out that marine clay was to blame,”
said Spagnoli. “[It was] $50,000 to
$150,000 to fix the structural issues. How
could something like this happen in a mil-
lion dollar neighborhood?”

Nina Schwartz, a neighbor downhill from
the proposed development, expressed con-
cerns that the development would produce
a spike in the amount of groundwater and
storm runoff for other homes. In a one-tenth
square mile area, Schwartz said a freedom
of information act request showed her that
21 homes had to do waterproofing jobs on
their home. In addition to local residential
neighbors, members of the nearby Beth El
Hebrew Congregation spoke out against the
potential environmental impacts of the de-
velopment. Julienne Bramesco, president of
the Beth El Hebrew Congregation, said it
was the congregation’s duty as good neigh-
bors to come forward and speak out against
the harmful environmental impact of the
development.

The opposition to the development was
backed by two city experts, Rod Simmons
and Tony Fleming. Neither testified at the
council meetings, but had previously made
public their concerns about the project.
Simmons, the city’s resource manager, had
said the development would remove valu-
able canopy trees and compromise the wet-
lands. Tony Fleming, a geologist and author
of the Online Geologic Atlas of the City of
Alexandria, warned about the dangers of
building the homes on marine clay. Fleming

had also said that the water in the ravine
behind the homes was an intermittent
stream, and therefore legally protected. But
the official classification had ruled that it
was not protected as part of the stream
flows through a pipe..

“Staff is constrained by what we can pro-
tect and what we can require developers to
protect,” said Karl Moritz, director of Plan-
ning and Zoning. “”We cannot require them
to protect something we did not previously
designate.”

Despite the concerns, advocates for the
Karig Estates development said it had fol-
lowed all of the rules.

“We are a city of laws,” said Mary
Catherine Gibbs, an attorney for the devel-
oper. “If the plan meets the code, it must be
approved. Your staff has already determined
that it does meet the code.”

From the legal side, Banks echoed Gibbs’
assessment. “If you have before you legally
sufficient site plan, it is ministerial action,”
said Banks. “Under the law, you must ap-
prove it. Only way you could not approve
this is to find that it is legally deficient in
one form or another. Staff has clearly iden-
tified grounds that are cited for the appeal
and legal standards for which those must
be met, concerns outlined are not part of
that standard.”

By the end of the public discussion, there
were three sets of opinions on the council.
At one end, Councilman Paul Smedberg
motioned to dismiss the appeal, saying that
he trusted city staff’s analysis of the project.
On the other end was Silberberg, who said
she believed there was room for further
compromise on the project if it was re-
manded back to the Planning Commission.
Between them was Councilwoman Redella
“Del” Pepper, who said she was very reluc-
tantly forced to vote in favor of the project
without a solid legal reason to reject it.

“The whole audience is making recom-
mendations and telling us how to make it
better,” said Pepper. “If they’re not re-
sponded to, they are going to leave feeling
that they were not heard, that we do not
care, or that we are just going to rubber
stamp this. And there’s reason to believe
that, because it seems like there’s not much
choice on our part.”

The City Council voted 6-1 for dismissal
of the appeal, with Silberberg opposing.
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Submit civic/community announce-
ments at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

THURSDAY/JAN. 25
Grant Application Workshop. Noon

at Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library, 5005 Duke St. The City of
Alexandria’s Office of the Arts will be
accepting applications for Arts
Program Grant. The Office of the Arts
will conduct a series of grant
workshops and webinars to assist
interested applicants. New applicants
or arts organizations who have not
applied in the past two years are
required to attend. Due to changes in
the granting process, all applicants
are urged to attend these free
workshops and webinars. Online
application forms, instructions, and
frequently asked questions for all
grant programs will be available
online at www.alexandriava.gov/Arts
on Jan. 2.

Advisory Group Meeting. 7 p.m. at
the Charles Houston Recreation
Center, 901 Wythe St. The next
meeting of the Braddock
Implementation Advisory Group will
focus on the Andrew Adkins
Redevelopment. For detailed
information on the Braddock Metro
Neighborhood Plan and its
implementation, visit
alexandriava.gov/braddock.
Questions? Contact Katherine
Carraway, Urban Planner, 703-746-
3855.

FRIDAY/JAN. 26
Submission Deadline. 6 p.m. The

Alexandria Earth Day Planning
Committee is seeking the talents of
Alexandria students in grades K-12 to
design artwork to help publicize the
2018 Earth Day Event on April 28.
The theme of Earth Day 2018 is Local
Action, Global Impact. Students are
encouraged to create an artistic
design of the role they play in
protecting the Earth. Visit the 2018
Alexandria Earth Day Art Contest on
the web, or contact Kelley Organek,
UpCycle Director, at
kelley@UpCycleCRC.org or 703-861-
8705.

SATURDAY/JAN. 27
Mayor on Your Corner. 10-11:30

a.m. at Tempo Restaurant, which is
located at 4231 Duke St. Join Mayor
Allison Silberberg for her next
monthly coffee, “Mayor on Your
Corner.” No need to rsvp. No charge
to attend. There is a $5 flat fee for
pastries and coffee. Please see
www.allisonsilberberg.com for more
information.

Mentor Information Session. 1-3
p.m., at The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St. A New Mentor
Information Session provides an
opportunity for potential mentors to
meet, network, and learn about
mentoring and mentoring programs
in Alexandria. Free and open to the
public, but attendees are asked to
register online. Call 703-746-4455 or
visit alexandriava.gov/Mentoring.

MONDAY/JAN. 29
Community Open House. 6:30-8:30

p.m. at Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library, 5005 Duke St. The City of
Alexandria will hold an open house
to provide information and answer
questions about the new Stormwater
Utility Fee. Property owners can find
their estimated 2018 fees on a map
viewer available at alexandriava.gov/
Stormwater. The website also
provides information and an
application for credits that can lower
the fee.

Bulletin
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Not a reference to the iconic television
series of my youth, but there was “danger,”
Ken Lourie, and it wasn’t caused by Dr.
Zachary Smith nor by “robot,” (Robbie) either.
And it wasn’t a conspiracy. It was simply a
confluence of absenteeism by my health care
providers. Both my oncologist and internal
medicine doctor were absent with leave and
yours truly was caught in the crossfire, so to
speak. Let me provide some context to help
you appreciate my dilemma.

I have chemotherapy every six weeks.
Accordingly, I have lab work the Wednesday
before the Friday to check for anomalies –
anomalies which over the years have occa-
sionally delayed my infusion by up to two
weeks waiting for my body to settle. In the
early days of treatment, my white blood cell
count was crucial; too low and no treatment;
too high, it was never too high. No treatment
and the cancer was left unchecked. An
incredibly stressful occurrence when your
treatment is stopped. Whether or not a week
or two delay ultimately mattered in checking
the cancer, it certainly mattered – emotionally,
to the patient. You feel adrift, sort of, which is
exactly how I felt during the first two weeks of
January.

Typically, what my current lab work pre-
sents is my creatinine level and the associated
glomular filtration rate, measuring kidney
function/efficiency. After nearly nine years of
infused toxicity, I have suffered some collateral
damage to a major organ. My oncologist and
internal medicine doctor are incredibly sensi-
tive and concerned about this damage. Per
these results, every medical decision made
concerning me; from prescriptions approved
to “normal” internal medicine stuff to whether
I get “contrast” when I have my scans and
MRIs to what chemotherapy drug I infuse and
how frequently its infused, is decided with my
kidneys in mind. Nothing happens medically
until my kidneys sign off on it, if you know
what I mean?

As it happened, my creatinine level for my
Jan. 12 infusion was higher than usual. When
this measure occurs, I know to call the
Infusion Center and ask the head nurse if I
should come in for treatment. She will contact
my oncologist and with his direction, will
advise me what to do, except for this week.
My oncologist was away and though another
oncologist – whom I’ve never met – was cov-
ering, I’m not really sure she knows enough
about my situation. Specifically that I’m a bit
of a special case, per my oncologist’s own
characterization of me, and I’ve never gone
seven weeks, let alone eight weeks without
treatment. Delaying my infusion would break
a multi-year precedent. In fact, around the
holidays when I asked my oncologist if I could
extend my infusion interval from six to seven
weeks (to accommodate life), he emphatically
said “No.” Moreover (to complicate a cover-
ing physician’s decision), my oncologist has
also told me that if I were a new patient with
creatinine levels as chronically high as mine,
he wouldn’t/couldn’t treat me until those lev-
els reduced.

So not only was I in the middle of an
unprecedented one to possibly two-week
delay in my infusion, but I also needed an
oncologist – who I don’t know and who does-
n’t know me – to decide/make an excep-
tion/maybe risk her medical license (if some-
thing were to happen to me), to authorize
treatment for a patient whose creatinine levels
fall outside of protocol, and me not having
either of my two primary-care physicians
available for consultation. And other than the
default emails advising that both were out of
town, I had nowhere to go and no one to turn
to.

Heck, I might as well have been on
another planet, given the limited choices I
had.

Lost in
Space

News

From Page 3

Project
opposed to the project itself. Such a cat-

egorization is especially tempting when
people who are predominantly financially
secure and white comment on a project that
will benefit struggling families, many of
whom may be families of color.” Council
should “be aware of the subtle impulse to
discount the views expressed by Goodwin
House residents, and allow those views to
sail or sink by their value to the debate.”

Mike McCaffree, another Goodwin House
resident, said: “There have been references
to ‘those rich people at Goodwin House,’
implying that we are removed from the Al-
exandria community and we don’t care
about people who are struggling financially
or other ways. This is a false picture.” In
fact, some residents receive charitable sub-
sidies, and many participate in outreach
ministries and community service, he said.

Council approved the proposal with some
minor tweaks.

“This is a good project on a challenging
site,” said Vice Mayor Justin Wilson. Afford-
able housing projects “get us in [to] kind of
a brutal set of math and land use trade-offs
to make it happen. It’s the only way it does
happen. … It is a challenge to work through
these and come up with a land use solution
that accommodates everyone. But I think
it’s a worthy goal and we should certainly
try.”

Forum
From Page 3

“White Christians … privatize [racism];
it’s about individuals.” But it has more to
do with “policies of white preference,” said
Wallis. “Our congregational demography is
shaped by our racial geography. And we
didn’t choose that; it’s decisions by banks
and housing…”

 Of his own family, Wallis said: “My gov-
ernment made my family middle class” by
providing his dad, a WWII vet, an educa-
tion through the GI Bill and an FHA loan
for their first house — benefits that he said
were denied to black vets.

Learn more about Christ Church’s “Prac-
ticing Truth” program at www.historic
christchurch.org/learn/practicing-truth.
Visit www.sojo.net for more about Jim
Wallis and the Sojourners movement.

Jim Wallis, a national evangelical
leader, addressed Christ Church
parishioners last Sunday, Jan. 21.
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12 2017

Special VIP Offer
for your Toyota

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

1/31/18. 1/31/18.

1/31/18.
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