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B
uilt in 1961, the sanitary
sewer pipe that runs be-
neath the Little Hunting
Creek in Mount Vernon

has developed a sag that is caus-
ing blockages and needs to be re-
placed. This 12-inch diameter,
cast-iron pipe that runs 789 feet
between Woodland Lane and Tho-
mas J. Stockton Parkway conveys
wastewater used from toilets,
cooking, laundry and bathing from
480 homes to a pump station and
on toward a treatment plant. So
now, a $1.6 million project to re-
place the aging pipe is in the
works; the new pipe is expected
to last for 50 years.

“The current problem is the sani-
tary sewer pipe has developed a
sag,” said Matthew Kaiser, infor-
mation officer from the Fairfax
County Department of Public
Works and Environmental Ser-
vices. “It means all the wastewa-
ter from toilets, sinks, laundry —
all that liquid is forming a block-
age in the sag. It’s requiring a
pretty rigorous, extensive mainte-
nance schedule to keep that from
blocking up. If the pipe blocks, it’s
going to cause a sanitary sewer
overflow, which has environmen-
tal implications.”

Mount Vernon
District Supervi-
sor Dan Storck
said, with the
new pipe, he
hopes to ensure
that area has a
long-term, vi-
able, environmentally safe sewer
and water system. “The replace-
ment is definitely due. It’s neces-
sary because the 50-year-old
sewer poses a significant risk to
Little Hunting Creek, the Potomac
River and the Chesapeake Bay. If
it were to collapse and spring a
leak, it would pour raw sewage
into (the creek). This is a preven-
tative measure.”

The interior of the sewer pipe

was inspected in 2015 using
closed-circuit television cameras
mounted on remote-controlled
robots. The footage revealed three
major sags, and a large amount of
debris with a buildup of fats, oils,
and grease throughout the pipe.
The problem required the sewer
line to be placed on a 90-day pres-
sure cleaning schedule.

Kaiser said this isn’t an emer-
gency repair project, rather the
condition of the pipe was assessed
a few years ago and the county has
had time to plan and design the
best solution possible to fix it. He
said replacing the pipe is the most

cost-effective
option.

He contin-
ued: “The
project is to
replace the
pipe, which
should give it

another 50 years. It will reduce or
eliminate the constant work that’s
being done to maintain it. This is
a replacement project. It’s an older
sanitary sewer system.”

While no sewage backups have
been reported, people are still able
to use their sinks and toilets, said
Kaiser. “You want to fix this before
that becomes an issue; this project
has been on the radar for a num-
ber of years,” he said.

A study was conducted to inves-
tigate options for replacing the
pipe. The location of the pipe in a
tidal creek surrounded by neigh-
borhoods presented challenges to
typical construction methods. Af-
ter considering nine possible alter-
natives, the study concluded that
using the open cut method with a
“cofferdam” would provide the
best long-term solution. A coffer-
dam is a temporary enclosure built
across a body of water and con-
structed to allow the enclosed area
to be pumped out, creating a dry
work environment for the work to
proceed. This method reduces the
amount of onshore work in prox-
imity to residents; nonetheless, a
significant amount of on-shore
work will be necessary, such as
material delivery and hauling
away excavated material.

The project is currently in the
design phase, which includes wet-
lands delineation, field and veg-
etation surveys, and a
geotechnical investigation.
“They’re working on the design
phase to make sure the project is
designed the most efficient, best
way possible. There’s a lot of per-
mits that need to be met because
it’s in a wetland,” said Kaiser.

Design began in December 2017
and will continue through April
2019. Construction will require

significant permitting because the
project is in a tidal, navigable wa-
ter body with adjacent wetlands.
Permitting could take up to 18
months so construction is esti-
mated to start in May 2019 and
may take eight months to com-
plete. “They’re still surveying. In
a month, there will be a barge out
in the water taking soil samples.
There’s no disturbance planned
until May 2019,” said Kaiser.

Construction activities will be
mobilized on both sides of Little
Hunting Creek. Staging areas and
construction access points will be
from an HOA’s park on the west
bank and a private, undeveloped
parcel on the east side. The align-
ment of the pipe hasn’t been final-
ized, so they don’t know which
yards will be impacted yet. “All
efforts are being made to minimize
disturbance to residents. The ac-
cess points will be restored at the
conclusion of the project. We will
host community meetings as nec-

essary and use provide updates on
the website,” said Kaiser.

Kaiser said during construction,
residents will still be able to use
their toilets and sinks. “With any
of these replacement projects,
there’s a bypass system that gets
put in place; there will be no ser-
vice interruption,” he said.

This project will be awarded to
a contractor through a bidding
process once the design is com-
pleted.

Every effort will be made to
minimize the impact to the park
and boat ramp, and to schedule
construction activities to minimize
interference with recreational ac-
tivities. And all work will be su-
pervised by county staff. The
project will be funded by sewer
service fees paid by residents in
their Fairfax Water bills.

For questions about the project
or to receive project updates by
email, contact project manager
Thomas Grala at 703-324-5815.
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Sewer Pipe to be Replaced at Little Hunting Creek
Some 789 feet of pipe has developed a sag that is causing blockages and needs to be replaced.

County staff on the banks of the Little Hunting Creek in Mount Vernon.

“The replacement is
definitely due.”

— Mount Vernon District
Supervisor Dan Storck
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Opinion

From Page 10

Failing on Gun Safety Issue
legislative session to address the epidemic of gun
violence, nearly all of those bills were quietly and
summarily dismissed by Republican-led committees
and subcommittees along party-line votes. Legisla-
tion introduced in the wake of the Las Vegas massa-
cre to make mass shootings less deadly such as bills
that would ban bump stocks (SB1-Ebbin), provide
universal background checks (SB5-Ebbin), or restrict
the sale of high-capacity magazines (HB1145-
Convirs-Fowler) were swiftly defeated.

Every 10 hours, a Virginian is killed with a gun.
While devastating to those directly involved, many
of these deaths rarely make the news. Legislation to
address the reality of everyday gun violence, includ-
ing bills to prohibit the possession of firearms by
stalkers (HB1544-Murphy), exempt gun safes from
retail sales tax to incentivize gun owners to keep
guns where children can’t easily get to them (HB172-
Filler-Corn), or reinstate the one-handgun-a-month
limit (HB353-Reid) to stem the rapid export of crime
guns to other states, were defeated as well.

Including the tragic events of Parkland, Fla., over
153,000 students attending more than 171 primary
and secondary schools in the United States have
experienced a shooting on campus since the Colum-
bine High School massacre in 1999. Despite this,
HB198, legislation introduced by Del. Rip Sullivan
that would keep guns out of the hands of people
who present a threat to themselves or others and
that mirrors a proposal supported by U.S. Sen. Marco
Rubio of Florida, was not even granted a hearing.

Only HB287, a bill to provide a special license plate
for supporters of gun violence prevention, is still
under consideration. I co-sponsored this legislation
introduced by Del. Marcus Simon (D-Falls Church).

One silver lining was that the vast majority of fire-
arms legislation introduced this session focused on
gun violence prevention. As a result of the 2017 elec-
tion, we’ve been able to stop playing defense against
bills to expand concealed carry reciprocity, permit
Virginians to carry ninja stars, and introduce guns
into domestic violence situations. A bill to allow guns
in churches passed the Senate on a party line vote,
but was quietly defeated in the House..

This changing atmosphere surrounding gun vio-
lence has been met with bristling opposition by pro-
gun legislators. Last Friday, the debate reached a
boiling point. Delegate and US Senate candidate,
Nick Freitas (R-Culpeper) lashed out at House Demo-
crats blaming “the abortion industry,” “broken fami-
lies,” and the “welfare state for the gun violence epi-
demic.”

It has become clear that the voices of legislators

alone cannot move this issue forward. In the after-
math of the school shooting that claimed 17 lives,
the bravery and resilience of the young people in
Parkland have moved and inspired action. Students
throughout the country are standing in solidarity with
the survivors and speaking out in loud, informed and
passionate voices to amplify this message.

In Alexandria, over 1,000 TC Williams High School
students led by Jay Falk and Hannah Miller, in coor-
dination with over a dozen high schools in the capi-
tal region organized a day of action termed
#WeAreAllEagles, in reference to the mascot of
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School.

Upcoming student-led actions include widespread
school walkouts on March 14 to mark the one-month
anniversary of the Parkland Shooting. Coincidentally,
this is the same day as the rally at the NRA head-
quarters in memory of the victims of the Sandy Hook
tragedy that has been held on the 14th of each month
since the shooting in Newtown, Conn. On Saturday
March 24, students are leading the March For Our
Lives to advocate for gun violence prevention reforms
in Washington, D.C. Hundreds of sister marches are
scheduled to occur simultaneously around the coun-
try, including ones in Charlottesville, Richmond, and
Hampton Roads.

In order to coordinate our efforts as lawmakers to
complement this grassroots activism, Del. Kathleen
Murphy and I have formed a General Assembly Gun
Violence Prevention Caucus. Our first meeting was
attended by over 25 members from both the House
and the Senate and featured a discussion with the
office of the Secretary of Public Safety and Home-
land Security. We discussed avenues available for re-
form, enforcement actions and other steps that the
executive branch may be able to take, as well as craft-
ing our 2019 agenda.

Local officials are also stepping up. The Alexan-
dria City Council and Fairfax County School Board
have passed resolutions in support of gun violence
prevention. Alexandria School Board members will
be voting on a similar resolution on March 8. Arling-
ton Public Schools have issued a statement support-
ing the March 14 walkout and plan to issue a call to
action for local legislators at an upcoming board
meeting.

Led by the courageous students of Parkland, the
time is now to channel outrage into activism and
enact meaningful gun violence prevention. We can’t
wait any longer.

Please follow @AdamEbbin on Twitter, like my
facebook page at facebook.com/ebbincampaign, and
email your views to me at
district30@senate.virginia.gov.
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

A few weeks back at my last post CT-scan
appointment with my oncologist (when all
continued to be amazingly stable), he finally
asked me the question I’ve been wondering if
he’d ever ask: “Mr. Lourie, I talk about you all
the time, how well you’re doing; is there any-
thing I can tell people about what you’re
doing that might help them?”

My first reaction was to laugh and then ask
if I even have cancer. I mean, typically, one
diagnosed with an incurable disease doesn’t
just live life merrily along as if the diagnosis
was a mere inconvenience, no matter what he
or she may or may not be doing. My oncolo-
gist assured me that I indeed have cancer and
even offered up some news about my tumors
with which I was totally unfamiliar.

Five years ago when I was hospitalized
(due to excessive fluid in my lungs), in the
course of the procedure, the thoracic surgeon
did a DNA profile of my tumors to determine
if I had a specific mutation (allowing for more
targeted treatment). Unfortunately, the ALK
and ROS-1 mutations were not confirmed. In
pursuit of more current information, more
recently, I had a liquid biopsy (a blood test)
which tested for the EGFR and T790 muta-
tions. Again, no confirmation. As it stands
now, I am as unclassified. For the nine-year
moment then, I remain in treatment without
the targeted precision so many of my fellow
cancer survivors have been extraordinarily for-
tunate to have. Yet life goes on.

So what am I doing? Other than laughing
in the face of death (my best attribute), which
if anecdotal reports are to be believed, truly is
the best medicine, a bit more. Remaining
positive and generally upbeat is a parallel cor-
ollary to humoring yourself and those around
you.

But more specifically and perhaps
uniquely, I am supplementing my standard of
care with some non-Western care: alkaline
water, organic apple cider vinegar, and about
60 pills a day, most chosen for their qualities
of strengthening my immune system and/or
eliminating the toxins from my body. I can’t
say I’m eating really right, but neither will I
admit to not eating totally wrong. Reducing
stress and exercising are popular advisories in
my control. One out of two will have to do.

However, as I told my oncologist, whatever
I’m doing I’ve been told to do by my holistic
health and fitness coach. She knows what,
how and why. (I might as well be Sergeant
Schulz from “Hogan’s Heros: “I know noth-
ing.”) I don’t feel qualified to speak to any of
what I do.

Yes, I’ve survived but, I’m a sports and
chocolate guy not a science and medicine
man. All I can do is list what I’m doing. I can’t
chapter and verse any of it. I’m not NIKE, but
I just do it. It’s a routine and I rarely stray. I do
add stuff occasionally but to think any of what
I do might have a bearing on another cancer
patient’s survivability? Not hardly, and that’s
what I told my oncologist. Dina suggested the
alkaline water. I suggested my “coach.”

I guess I’m just not that deep of a thinker. I
trust people the same way that as a salesman I
want them to trust me. I’m not leading any-
body astray, and I’m providing them the best
available knowledge. I’m not manipulating.
Nor am I maneuvering. I’m simply managing
dos, don’ts, maybes, what ifs and why nots.

Moreover, I’m trying to think outside the
box while respecting and appreciating that the
box has its purpose as well.

Heck, for all I know, my non-Western stuff
has had minimal impact on my life expectancy
and the standard of care from my oncologist
has provided the most.

Maybe I’m just an anomaly, pure and sim-
ple: a nine-year-plus non small cell lung can-
cer survivor. What am I doing? Trying not to
abuse the privilege, that’s what.

Reflections Opinion

From Page 6

Underground
due to the ongoing impasse over expand-
ing Medicaid coverage. I expect this session
with either go beyond the March 10 target
adjournment date or we will have a special
session since the two chambers are sepa-
rated by $500 million in revenue before
expenses are even discussed.

The House Appropriations Education Sub-
committee killed my two education equity
bills without explanation: One bill would
allow free online classes and the second
would require school districts which use
electronic textbooks to provide a device for
all free and reduced lunch students to ac-
cess their textbooks from home. Local
school systems complained about the bud-
get impact. I told them they were violating
the Virginia Constitution and federal law,
but that apparently was not convincing. I
will be back next year.

The House Commerce and Labor Commit-
tee unanimously approved my legislation
to extend the coal ash moratorium. The bill
will create a framework to set up a resolu-
tion of the coal ash storage problem next
year. I am hopeful it will lead to recycling
programs at all four Virginia coal ash sites,
an approach that would solve this pollution
problem once and for all.

In the forthcoming last week of this ses-
sion, I am hoping we will send to Governor
Northam for his signature several “big” bills,
including ––my coal ash bill, the Metro
funding bill and the Dominion rate cap re-
peal.

I will soon meet with the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation to review the latest
redesign of U.S. 1 between Costco and
Woodlawn in Fairfax County. Also, I am
working with the Secretary of Transporta-
tion to prioritize 36th District improvements
including widening I-95 from VA-123 to the
Prince William Parkway, bus rapid transit
from Huntington to the Woodbridge VRE
station and U.S. 1 widening as part of the
$300 million concession payment made by
Transurban to extend the HOT lanes to
Fredericksburg and Washington, D.C. These
projects are squarely within the parameters
of eligible projects.

Please email me at
scottsurovell@gmail.com if you have feed-
back. It is an honor to serve as your state
senator.

Write
The Connection welcomes views on any

public issue.
The deadline for all material is noon

Friday. Letters must be signed. Include
home address and home and business

numbers. Letters are routinely edited for
libel, grammar, good taste and factual

errors.
Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail:
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
Follow us on Twitter @followfairfax
And Facebook www.Facebook.com/

ConnectionNewspapers
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE
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