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News

Though spring has officially arrived, the Ameri-
can Red Cross blood supply is still recovering from
severe winter storms in March. Donors of all blood
types are urged to roll up a sleeve and help save
lives. Volunteer blood donors from across the coun-
try are needed to help ensure lifesaving blood
products are available for patients this spring.
Make an appointment to donate blood by down-
loading the free Red Cross Blood Donor App,
visiting RedCrossBlood.org or calling 1-800-RED
CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

Upcoming blood donation opportunities in the
area, March 20 to April 15

Herndon
4/4/2018: 9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., Amazon Web Ser-

vices, 12900 Worldgate Dr, Suite 800
4/9/2018: 2 p.m. - 7 p.m., St. Timothy’s Episco-

pal Church, 432 Van Buren St.
4/11/2018: 1:30 p.m. - 7 p.m., ArtSpace

Herndon, 750 Center St
Reston
3/28/2018: 10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Reston Library,

11925 Bowman Towne Dr.
4/4/2018: 3 p.m. - 8 p.m., St Thomas a Becket

RCC, 1421 Wiehle Ave
4/6/2018: 8 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., U.S. Geological

Survey, 12201 Sunrise Valley Dr
4/6/2018: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m., Extended Stay

America, 12190 Sunset Hills Rd
Burke
4/2/2018: 3 p.m. - 7 p.m., Abiding Presence

Lutheran Church, 6304 Lee Chapel Rd
Fairfax
3/20/2018: 10:45 a.m. - 5:45 p.m., Fairfax

Blood Donation Center, 2720 Prosperity Avenue,
Suite 200

3/21/2018: 12:45 p.m. - 8 p.m., Fairfax Blood
Donation Center, 2720 Prosperity Avenue, Suite
200

3/22/2018: 12:45 p.m. - 5:45 p.m., Fairfax
Blood Donation Center, 2720 Prosperity Avenue,
Suite 200

3/23/2018: 7:45 a.m. - 3 p.m., Fairfax Blood
Donation Center, 2720 Prosperity Avenue, Suite
200

3/24/2018: 7:45 a.m. - 3 p.m., Fairfax Blood
Donation Center, 2720 Prosperity Avenue, Suite
200

3/25/2018: 7:45 a.m. - 2:45 p.m., Fairfax Blood
Donation Center, 2720 Prosperity Avenue, Suite
200

3/26/2018: 1:15 p.m. - 8:30 p.m., Fairfax Blood
Donation Center, 2720 Prosperity Avenue, Suite
200

3/27/2018: 10:45 a.m. - 5:45 p.m., Fairfax
Blood Donation Center, 2720 Prosperity Avenue,
Suite 200

3/28/2018: 12:45 p.m. - 8 p.m., Fairfax Blood
Donation Center, 2720 Prosperity Avenue, Suite
200

3/29/2018: 12:45 p.m. - 5:45 p.m., Fairfax
Blood Donation Center, 2720 Prosperity Avenue,
Suite 200

3/30/2018: 7:45 a.m. - 3 p.m., Fairfax Blood
Donation Center, 2720 Prosperity Avenue, Suite
200

3/31/2018: 7:45 a.m. - 3 p.m., Fairfax Blood
Donation Center, 2720 Prosperity Avenue, Suite
200

4/1/2018: 7:45 a.m. - 2:45 p.m., Fairfax Blood
Donation Center, 2720 Prosperity Avenue, Suite
200

4/2/2018: 1:15 p.m. - 8:30 p.m., Fairfax Blood
Donation Center, 2720 Prosperity Avenue, Suite
200

4/3/2018: 10:45 a.m. - 5:45 p.m., Fairfax Blood
Donation Center, 2720 Prosperity Avenue, Suite
200

4/4/2018: 12:45 p.m. - 8 p.m., Fairfax Blood
Donation Center, 2720 Prosperity Avenue, Suite
200

4/5/2018: 12:45 p.m. - 5:45 p.m., Fairfax Blood
Donation Center, 2720 Prosperity Avenue, Suite
200

Blood Donation Opportunities
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News

By Steve Hibbard

The Connection

S
tudents from 23 Fairfax County
Public Schools were named recipi-
ents of the 2018 Student Peace
Awards of Fairfax County, which

were handed out in a reception held Sun-
day, March 11, at the Sherwood Commu-
nity Center in Fairfax.

Since 2006, the awards have recognized
youth who introduce programs in their
schools on many different issues that pro-
mote peace and conflict resolution through-
out the county. In the 2017-2018 school
year, the recipients each received $200, plus
another $100 to be given to any nonprofit
organization of his or her choice.

“It’s an honor to be here to help recog-
nize you today for your outstanding work
to promote peace throughout Fairfax
County and beyond. Your areas of focus
cover a wide range of topics and methods,
but all unite in one common goal, and that
is to encourage and to strengthen peace and
unity among all of us,” said Sharon Bulova,
Board of Supervisors chairman. “In Fairfax
County, we consider our diversity to be our
greatest asset. It is what makes us special.”

Special guests included Bulova; U.S. Rep
Gerry Connolly (D-11); state Del. Ken Plum
(D-36); School Board Member Ilryong
Moon; School Board Chair Jane Strauss;
School Board Member Ryan McElveen; and
Guest Speaker Janessa Gans Wilder, founder
and CEO of the Euphrates Institute, who
flew in from California for the event. The
host and organizer was Margaret Fisher.

Bryce Liquerman, 16, of McLean, a Jun-

ior at McLean High School, worked with
Special Olympic athletes by coaching soft-
ball and soccer teams. “I help spread the
word in the community that people
shouldn’t be awkward around them and
people should be very accepting of people
who are different mentally and physically,”
he said. “We’re all people; it doesn’t really
matter, we’re all the same .… I’ve led a lot
of activities like doing tournaments and
team events with many different Special
Olympic athletes who have partnered a lot
with other kids in our community.”

Arnaz Carter-Newman, 17, of Reston,
who attends Cedar Lane High School,
worked with a Positivity Project. “We just
hope to pass on the message that no one
should be having a bad day. Everyone

should be having a better day; everyone
should be in a better mood,” he said. “When
you produce negative energy, then other
people around you want to produce nega-
tive energy. When you produce positive
energy, you start spreading positive energy
and then everyone around you gets more
happy.”

Janan Iranbomy, 17, of Falls Church, who
attends Marshall High School, served on the
Fairfax County Student Human Rights Com-
mission and was president of Marshall’s
Amnesty International group.

“I started a Fairfax County campaign
called the ‘Embrace Diversity Campaign’
where we involved all students from
Marshall and other Fairfax County high
schools to have a campaign to unite the di-

verse community that we have in Fairfax
County and just celebrate the unity in the
community,” she said.

Katie Oliveira, 18, of Vienna, who attends
James Madison High School, is one of the
presidents of Madison’s Amnesty Interna-
tional group along with Allison Janowski.
“We worked really hard this year to do a
‘Write for Rights Campaign’ at our school,
which is one of Amnesty International cam-
paigns to get prisoners of conscience re-
leased from prison internationally,” she said.
“And we also led some debate days which
we tried to promote healthy discussion
within our school from many different
groups of people in the school to create a
healthy debate and a safe space for people
to speak their mind.”

2018 Student Peace Awards
Students from 23 Fairfax County schools recognized for promoting peace and conflict resolution.

A group photo of the recipients of the 2018 Student Peace Awards from 23 Fairfax County schools.

Herndon High School: Joyce Lee was honored
for her volunteer work with Jill’s House and
her participation in Young Musicians Inspiring
Change. She is with U.S. Rep Gerry Connolly
(D-11).

South Lakes High School: Zhiyi Wang was
honored for sharing the story of her father, a
Chinese dissident, and working with media and
conference attendees to explain how to help
fight for human rights and democracy in China.
She is with U.S. Rep Gerry Connolly (D-11).

Oakton High School: Kinda Callas was honored
for her work with Oakton’s Best Buddies Club
to create a video to “Spread the Word to End
the Word” and her work to help the homeless
in the community. She is with U.S. Rep Gerry
Connolly (D-11).
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report was later declared false.
Members of the South Lakes Young Demo-

crats club (SL Democrats) helped organize
their school’s walkout days before the event,
writing on their Twitter account, “Enough
is enough. Join us as we call for change.

Wear Orange” (to support safer schools.)
They urged students to make “school ap-
propriate” signs.

During the walkout,  South Lakes students
gathered in the football stadium behind the
school. Police cruisers were seen parked on
surrounding streets. Media was not allowed

on the  school grounds.
Photos of the walkout as seen on the SL

Democrats account showed South Lakes
students holding crayon and marker-made
signs: “#Enough; No More Silence, End Gun
Violence; This is Not a Drill. If Something
Happens, I Love you#NeverAgain.”

Photo posted on Twitter/South Lakes Young Democrats

South Lakes High School students made crayon and
marker signs, their words to support National Walk
Out Day.

Photo by Helen Gertig

South Lakes High School students take part in the
March 14  #NationalWalkoutDay to protest gun vio-
lence.

News

By Mercia Hobson

The Connection

A
t 10 a.m. Wednesday, March  14,
one month to the day after the
deadly shooting rampage at
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High

School in Parkland, Fla., students at local high
schools and across the nation observed a na-
tional day of solidarity and walked out of their
classrooms in response to gun violence.
#Enough, #Neveragain  #NationalWalkoutDay

For students at South Lakes High School
in Reston, the protest hit very close to home.
A few days earlier, three Reston schools —
Terraset Elementary, Langston Hughes
Middle School, and  South Lakes High
School — went into lockdown after Fairfax
County Police received reports of a student
with a gun. Social media lit up by parents
and students wanting to know more. The

By Mercia Hobson

The Connection

S
unrise at Reston Town
Center hosted the Sec-
ond Annual Taste of Sun-

rise-Iron Chef Competition on
Wednesday, March 3. David
Swiderski, Executive Chef Sunrise
at Reston and reigning champion
challenged chefs, Gilbert Lewis,
Sunrise at Leesburg and Bianca
Escobar, Sunrise at Leesburg in the
friendly competition.

The three chefs faced off in
two categories, Dessert and
Entree, presenting a total of six
chef-selected, resident-inspired
and community favorites to the
panel of judges. Although the
desserts and some entree prepa-
rations were done ahead of
time, such as Escobar’s fanciful
Pavlova and Coconut Meringue
spring flowers and the cutting
of vegetables and measuring of
spices, the chefs had to incor-
porate the “secret” ingredient,
pasta into the entrée in live
demonstrations. In the timed
duel that followed, chefs raced
to the countdown creating their
main courses in 15 minutes.

Beyond being an opportunity for
Sunrise residents, their families
and staff to engage, enjoy, and
learn, Nate Salisbury, Executive
Director Sunrise Senior Living at

Reston explained another reason
for the event. He shared how the
competition highlighted samples
of six Sunrise Senior Living recipe
favorites prepared using fresh sea-

sonal ingredients that support the
nutritional needs of seniors.

“What we are celebrating is our
Taste of Sunrise Annual Cam-
paign,” said Salisbury. “This event

is designed to demonstrate our
nutrition program at Sunrise Se-
nior Living. We are cooking
from-scratch menu items with
seasonal ingredient. It’s de-
signed for the proper nutritional
needs of our residents. These
are our Signature Dishes.”

The Judging Panel included
Supervisor Cathy Hudgins (D-
Hunter Mill), Reston Associa-
tion Supervisor Ashleigh Soloff
and the Reston Community
Center Program Director Karen
Brutsche. Hudgins said, “I think
Sunrise is doing a great job en-
gaging the residents here.”
Judges rated the chefs’ Entrees
and Desserts on a scale of 1 to
5 based on presentation, flavor,
and creativity.

Chef Swiderski, Sunrise at
Reston won the First Place Best
title for his Shrimp Lo Mein, a
community favorite; Chef
Escobar, Sunrise of Leesburg
won Best Dessert and Chef
Lewis of Countryside won the
title Best Overall for both his
dessert and main entrée. It
earned him bragging rights as
the declared winner and new-
est Iron Chef.

Nationwide event to
protest Congress’
inaction in response
to gun violence.

South Lakes Students Join National Walkout

Sunrise Chefs in Head to Head Competition
Event demonstrates healthy from-scratch cooking with seasonal ingredients.

Gilbert Lewis, Chef, Sun-
rise of Reston readies the
secret ingredient, pasta
during a fiery battle to the
finish at the Second An-
nual Taste of Sunrise-Iron
Chef Competition.

Bianca Escobar, Chef,
Sunrise of Leesburg pre-
sents colorful Pavlova and
Coconut Meringue flowers
as her Signature Dessert to
judges Supervisor Cathy
Hudgins (D-Hunter Mill),
Reston Association Supervi-
sor Ashleigh Soloff and
Reston Community Center
Program Director Karen
Brutsche.

David Swiderski, Dining
Services Coordinator,
Sunrise Senior Living at
Reston and reigning cham-
pion sets out to retain the
title and bragging rights as
Iron Chef as he prepares
his community’s favorite
dish, Shrimp Lo Mein.
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By Marilyn Campbell

O
n a sunny, autumn day a group of 10-
year-old children sat around an a for-
mal dining room table at a home in
Arlington. The boys wore blazers,

pressed khakis and shiny loafers, while the girls have
donned festive dresses, nude stockings and wore
grosgrain ribbons in their neatly combed hair. They
had arrived at the home for a lesson in etiquette, but
most of them would have rather been someplace else.

“I have to leave early for a soccer game,” said
Jimmy, who didn’t bother hiding his glee over miss-
ing part of the class.

In an era when it’s commonplace to order pizza
on a smartphone and coordinate play dates by text,
old-fashioned etiquette can appear obsolete. A re-
cent survey of teachers shows that 73 percent of in-
structors believe that students are less polite than
when the teachers themselves were students. In the
age high-tech conveniences, children can become
over scheduled and under socialized, which has led
to an uptick in the number of parents who are en-
rolling their children in etiquette classes, say proto-
col instructors.

“Parents have a tremendous interest in etiquette
classes because so many parents realize that they
don’t have that knowledge themselves, said Dorothea
Johnson, who founded the Protocol School of Wash-
ington and is the author of the book “Modern Man-
ners: Tools to Take You to the Top,” which she co-
authored with her granddaughter actress Liv Tyler.

“I think most parents know that good manners and
etiquette will be important to their [children’s] fu-
ture,” added Henryette Neal who teaches etiquette
classes for children through the Fairfax County Park
Authority. “Young people will be educated, but with-
out proper social skills they will
not be able to present themselves
properly.” Neal is also the owner
of owner of Steppin Out Charm
and Imaging Studio.

The result of fast-paced
lifestyles combined with over-
loaded schedules is a generation
of children who place more value
on social media savvy than on
knowledge of social graces. Fam-
ily dinners are replaced by fast
food, says one parent. “Who
needs good manners to gobble
down a slice of pizza,” said Carole
Mincey of Alexandria, whose 14-
year old daughter and 11-year old son have taken
etiquette and ballroom dance from Mrs. Simpson’s
Classes, one of the area’s invitation-only etiquette
schools. “Because everyone is so busy and technol-
ogy is so advanced, reality television shows are set-
ting standards of behavior and handwritten thank
you notes have been replaced by emails and texts.”

Good manners are as important to a child’s future
success as academics, says another parent. “I feel like
if people know what do to do in social situations it
empowers them,” said Sarah Henry of Chevy Chase,
mother of a 10-year old daughter and a 12-year old
son. “If you’re unsure of what to do it can make you
feel intimidated. So it’s all about empowering chil-

dren with knowledge. And it’s good for them to be
exposed to proper etiquette in case they’re not get-
ting it at home. And if they are getting it at home,
etiquette classes can reinforce it.”

Interactive class sessions help keep their children
engaged in the etiquette lessons. “They key is to keep
the children occupied,” said Johnson. “For example,
when teaching proper introductions, I would call two
children up to the front of the room and have them
introduce themselves to each other.”

In addition to learning such common courtesies
such as saying “Please,” “Thank you” and “You’re
welcome,” children learn to write thank-you notes
and introduce themselves to others by making di-

rect eye contact and offering a
firm handshake.

“Knowing how to give a proper
handshake is important. When I
took my seven-year-old grand-
daughter Liv to formal events, her
little hand went out as she was
being introduced to someone,”
said Johnson. “I could take her
anywhere because she had im-
peccable manners.”

Henry says that in a class that
she coordinated for her
daughter’s Girl Scout troop, part
of the curriculum included hav-
ing the children form a receiving

line with parents where they practiced handshakes
and eye contact.

“We also printed proper table setting samples
online and give the girls n plastic forks spoons, knives,
napkins and a copy of the place setting,” said Henry.
“We talked about how to talked about the placement
of the utensils, how to hold a knife and fork prop-
erly. One of my pet peeves is watching people hold a
knife like it’s a stick.”

These are good life lessons, says Neal. “Etiquette
classes are important because people still need
to be respectful of others, and it starts with our
children,” she said. “A simple please and thank
you is important.”

Etiquette classes aim to
teach lost art of manners.

Manners in the Tech Age

Photo courtesy of Fairfax County

Henryette Neal teaches etiquette classes
for children.

“Young people will be
educated, but
without good social
skills they will not be
able to present
themselves properly.”

— Henryette Neal,
etiquette instructor



6  ❖  Reston Connection  ❖  March 21-27, 2018 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Opinion

By Rabbi Leibel Fajnland

Director Chabad of Reston-

Herndon

T
his was the question re-
cently asked of me by
a close friend who is
not Jewish. I, of course,

was totally caught off guard by the
question. I had no idea what he
was asking. So, I asked him what
he meant.

He replied: “Well, I have lots of
Jewish friends. And over the last nearly two
decades I have attended many Passover Seders.
Almost every year, the conversation turns to
either how ‘early or late’ Passover is that par-
ticular year! So, if every year Passover is ei-
ther ‘early or late’, when is Passover supposed
to be?”

For the uninitiated, the ancient Hebrews
were enslaved to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, a little
over 3,300 years ago. Passover commemorates
the miraculous redemption from this slavery
and the birth of the Jewish nation. Though the
events took place a very long time ago, we
believe that not only do they provide us with
eternal lessons and instructions on how to live
our lives, even in the most modern of times.
We believe that they are also events that are
to be relived and re-experienced by every one
of us, in every time and place. So, to me, the
question runs deeper:

“When, indeed is Passover sup-
posed to be?”

Well, it turns out, the Hebrew
word for Egypt, Mitzrayim, comes

from the same root as the word for “limita-
tions or boundaries.” Read this way, we can
experience an “Exodus from Egypt” by “eman-
cipating ourselves from our limitations and
boundaries.”

Every day we are faced with self, or societal-
imposed limitations. It may be as big as some
world-changing cause with which we would
like to get involved, but feel like it is “beyond
us.” Or, it may be something as simple as a
smile and a “hello” to someone next to us in
line at the market, or in an elevator. Irrespec-
tive of the deed, it is our “limitations” which
hold us back from a myriad of acts of good-
ness and kindness. And yet, it is precisely these
acts which can change the world forever, and
usher in an era of humanity, understanding and
peace, exceeding our wildest dreams.

So, it seems that the correct answer to the
question is: Passover is supposed to be every

‘When Is Passover Supposed to Be?’
Herndon-Reston Community Seder

This year, join friends and family at the Chabad Community Passover Seder.
Relive the exodus, discover the eternal meaning of the Haggadah, and enjoy a community

Seder complete with hand-baked Matzah, wine, and a wonderful dinner spiced with songs &
insights.

First Seder Night Friday, March 30, 2018 at 7:30 p.m.
In the Herndon Kmart Center. 396 Elden St. Herndon 20170
For more information or to reserve (a must) call 703-476-1829 email rabbi@chabadrh.org. or

visit www.chabadrh.org

minute, of every day. And, one certainly does
not have to be Jewish, or celebrating Passover
to experience their own “Exodus.”

How about we start right now? Think of
something noble and great you have hesitated
to do, and do it. And watch the world change
around you, for good!

Happy Passover to all!
❖ ❖ ❖

Passover observances include conducting a
Seder. The Seder is a fifteen step, family ori-
ented, tradition and ritual packed feast.

The focal points of the Seder are:
❖ Eating Matzah.
❖ Eating bitter herbs6 to commemorate the

bitter slavery endured by the Israelites.
❖ Drinking four cups of wine or grape juice6,

a royal drink, to celebrate the newfound free-
dom.

❖ The recitation of the Haggadah, a liturgy
that describes in detail the story of the Exodus
from Egypt. The Haggadah is the fulfillment of
the biblical obligation to recount to our children
the story of the Exodus on the night of Passover.
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The Rest of the Session
By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

O
n March 26, State Sen. Janet
Howell and I will meet with con-
stituents at the Reston Community

Center at Lake Anne from 7:30 to 9 p.m. to
discuss the outcome of the 2018 General As-
sembly session. No pre-registration is required. Come
with your questions and suggestions or just come to
listen to the discussion. While the biggest issue of
passing a budget will not be resolved by that time,
we will give you the insights we have going into the
Special Session scheduled for April 11.

There were areas of slow but positive movement
coming out of the regular session. The threshold limit
for felony larceny was raised from $200 to $500.
The lower amount was catching an unreasonably
large number of young people in felony crimes for
fairly minor offenses. The change was supported by
all the faith and human rights communities with most
favoring an even higher threshold amount of $1,000
to $1,500. The newer amount will mean fewer young
people, particularly minorities, will face prison time
for offenses that in most other states are considered
lesser crimes.

Progress was made on reducing “the classroom to
prison pipeline” whereby children with misbehav-
iors were sent into the judicial system for actions
that are best handled in the schools as acts of juve-
nile misbehavior and not crimes. The number of sus-
pensions that schools are permitted to make has been
limited. Where such programs have been instituted
with appropriate level of resources, the instances of

misbehaviors go down and fewer children are
incarcerated. Appropriate early intervention
is a good investment to save money and to
save futures of the young people involved.

It took Virginia until 1952 to ratify the
amendment granting women the right to vote
although by 1922 the amendment had suffi-
cient states to approve it. The Equal Rights

Amendment has yet to receive ratification by a suffi-
cient number of states to add it to the Constitution,
and once again the Virginia General Assembly re-
fused to ratify it. A bill to exempt feminine products
from the sales tax was defeated, but a bill to ensure
that women prisoners were provided such products
did pass.

Dozens of gun safety bills were defeated with mini-
mal consideration as were bills to allow guns in places
of worship. A bill to approve a “Stop Gun Violence”
license plate for motor vehicles passed, and these
plates will be available from the Division of Motor
Vehicles later this year.

Numerous “dog and cat” regulatory bills were in-
troduced as they are each year. A bill to outlaw teth-
ering of dogs was defeated by legislators from the
rural areas of the state.

An effort to outlaw the use of handheld devices
while driving was unsuccessful because of a concern
on the part of some delegates that such a law would
simply provide police officers with an additional
opportunity to profile drivers and to pull them over.
I continue to support limitations on the use of
handheld phones while driving.

And there were many more lesser bills. Check out
the entire list at www.lis.virginia.gov.

Change in
Richmond
Brings Metro
Funding
To the Editor:

As a long-term resident of North-
ern Virginia, I have been frustrated
year after year to hear of a fund-
ing crisis for Metro or breakdowns
affecting safety and reliability. In
Virginia we were always faced
with a hostile legislature that was
controlled by downstate interests
who did not see value in support-
ing mass transit. Meanwhile Metro
suffered from the lack of a secure
funding source.

This year we see a different pic-
ture with the results of last
November’s election which found
the Democrats just one vote short
of winning control of the House
of Delegates. Elections matter and
now we see the real impact of an
election that empowers the North-
ern Virginia delegation to deliver
support for Metro funding.

I was pleased to see the North-
ern Virginia delegation in the
House and Senate take leadership
on the Metro funding issue.

Sue Boucher
Falls Church

Letters
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Left, U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly

(D-11) demands attorneys be

granted access to detainees at

Dulles airport Sunday Jan. 29.
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Kimberly Palmer,

author of “Smart

Mom, Rich Mom,”

will share insights

at the Potomac

Library on Satur-

day, Jan. 28.
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Democratic Disunity
News, Page 3

Resistance, the Arlington Way
News, Page 4

Planning for Summer Camp
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Page 1
1

A Women’sMarch onWashingtonflyer distrib-uted byArlingtoniansDebra
Stephens(left) andLisa Backerat WestoverMarket. Seestory, page 4.
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Helen Slade of New York’s Cotton Club

brought the audience to its feet with songs

such as “We Shall Overcome” at the Martin

Luther King, Jr. Tribute Concert on Sunday,

Jan. 15 in the Wakefield High School

auditorium. In a highlight of the evening,

Slade invited children from the audience

to dance and sing with her on stage.

Voices in
Unison

News, Page 3

Voices in
Unison

News, Page 3
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“I know! I know!”
Many of the students
were eager to answer
“Mr. Jefferson’s” (Bill
Barker) questions
during the living
history assembly at
Armstrong Elementary.

MLK Keynote:
From Obama to Trump
News, Page 3

Communities Practice
Disaster Recovery
News, Page 12

MLK Keynote:
From Obama to Trump

Communities Practice
Disaster Recovery

Close Encounters
With History

A+, Page 6

Close Encounters
With History
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See Looking Ahead,  Page 16

Happy New YearThe fireworks finale of First Night Alexandria provides the backdrop to a selfie for

a couple celebrating New Year’s Eve on King Street. See story and more photos on

page 3.
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By Vernon Miles
Gazette Packet

F
or the City Council, thelargest looming issue inthe upcoming months of2017 is always the city’s

budget. The routine is fairly simi-
lar year after year: the city and
school system haggle to a compro-
mise over expanding school enroll-ment costs whileother city depart-ments rotatethrough yearly bud-get increases anddecreases. But this

year, according to the City Coun-
cil, the budget process is shaping
up to look a little more dire than
usual.

“The budget isgoing to be a verybig deal,” saidC o u n c i l m a nTimothy Lovain.“It always is. It’sour main busi-ness, but it will beparticularly chal-lenging withMetro needs,school needs, andother infrastruc-ture. Those capi-tal needs are criti-cal to the futureof the city. Weneed to address them as best we
can.”

While school capacity needs
generally take the largest focus in
the budget discussion, this year a
Metro system in crisis and crum-
bling city infrastructure are mus-
cling into the spotlight. The issues
being discussed and weighed
aren’t new, but Councilman Paul

Smedberg says the scale of the
demands exceeds previous years.

“We’ve had these issues before,
but the dollar amounts and the
size is bigger,” said Smedberg.
“Schools, infrastructure, and
transportation are all core to what
we do. How we prioritize the rest
is what we have to decide.”Across the council, schools, in-

frastructure, and transportation
are agreed to be the core budget
priorities in 2016.“Blooming student enrollment

in the schools also presents a real
challenge,” said Lovain. “It largely
shows up for us in school construc-
tion funding needs. It’s a happy
problem, it’s a compliment to our
system, but we’re adding so many
students. There’s a structural defi-cit we face. [Our]needs are grow-ing faster thanrevenues. Thatshows up on thecapital side andfor schools.”

In terms ofcapital costs, theapproved Alexan-dria City PublicSchools (ACPS)FY 2017 - FY2026 Capital Im-provement Plan(CIP) budget lastyear totaled
$273,988,551. The FY 2018 - FY
2027 CIP proposed by Superinten-
dent Alvin Crawley raises that 10-
year total to $515,739,655.“We need to expand the num-

ber of schools that we have and
somehow or another accommo-
date renovations and expansion,
maybe building a whole new

In the RedSchools, Metro, and infrastructure
form trinity of 2017city budget priorities.

Wellbeing
Wellbeing

Page 14

“We’re not goingto be able to makeeverybody happybut we wereelected to makehard decisions.”
— CouncilmanWillie Bailey

The Year
Ahead

By John Pinkman

T
he Reston Association election is upon us.
Voting is underway and continues
through April 2.

Over the past few election cycles,
Restonians have increasingly been asked to vote for
slates of candidates. This should disturb you. In last
week’s Connection you were urged to vote for a par-
tisan slate of candidates (“Ganesan, Johnson, Bow-
man and Petrine for RA”). Voters must decide whether
they want to be led by a Board of Directors that is
unanimous in thought, or if they prefer individuals
who will independently evaluate each issue on its
own specific merits to the community.

Much has been discussed in the media about the
concept of Groupthink associated with the concept
of candidate slates. Actually that’s a misuse of the
term. Groupthink is a subliminal, subconscious co-
hesion of thought. If anything, candidate slates are
prone to agree on everything; thus the strategy of
banding together. Let’s not forget the mission of a
director is to represent all the members of the com-
munity!

Hypothetically, let’s say Reston had a partisan po-
litical party. They organize a slate of candidates that
agree to agree, consent to unanimity of thought, and
align themselves with one or a few benefactors. Par-
tisanship creates an unnecessary culture of politics.

Theoretically there is danger in one slate of candi-
dates agreeing to agree and being promoted by one
or a few benefactors. Can you imagine the controlled
board voting if Northwestern Mutual (the owner of
Reston National golf course) and Wheelock Inc. (the
owner of Hidden Creek golf course) combined finan-
cial resources and literally bought a majority of seats

on the RA Board?
Restonians will have to decide if a divisive politi-

cal culture will entice future volunteers to partici-
pate in a homeowners association.

A number of other independent candidates and I
are on record of trying to increase voting. Our mis-
sion is to bring more people into the tent, not isolate
the ones that are already there. For Reston to con-
tinue to grow in a balanced, well-managed commu-
nity we need more community input. We need more
neighborhood leaders to routinely communicate with
the Reston Association staff and vice versa. We all
should work towards doubling voter turnout.

Many people would agree that a partisan political
culture is inappropriate for a volunteer homeowners
association board. A new independent board should
open an investigation, analyze the facts, and create
policy to prevent the building of partisan slates of
candidates in the future. I believe, at a minimum,
Restonians would want full transparency in the form
of detailed campaign financial disclosures and in-
kind donations of organizational and personnel sup-
port.

As a voter you must decide if you want a constant
year-in and year-out majority of the Board of Direc-
tors to be controlled by one ideological concept,
aligned in thought and action, led by a few partisans
behind the scenes.

Or do you want a board composed of independent
and diverse volunteers whose primary agenda is to
focus on one issue at a time based on the informa-
tion presented to them at that time from the mem-
bers they serve? Will Reston succumb to local parti-
san politics and the changes that could inflict on the
decision-making process? Your choice, your vote
matters! Stop what you are doing — and vote now.

Will Reston Accept Local Partisan Politics?

Opinion

Sunset Hills Montessori
School in Reston held a Peace
Pole dedication last week. The
Peace Pole was donated by a
former SHMS family to recog-
nize the school’s commitment
to fostering peace and inclu-
siveness.

Prior to the Peace Pole being
erected, preschoolsm through
middle school students had the

ebrates its 25th anniversary this
fall. SHMS is a private, non-pa-
rochial, Montessori school for
students 18 months through
eighth grade.

Sunset Hills Montessori
School celebrates its 25th

anniversary this fall.

opportunity to discuss the inscrip-
tion ”May Peace Prevail on Earth”
and what it means to them as a
class community. This inscription
is represented in 13 languages;
Algonquin, Hawaiian, Swahili,
Korean, Arabic, French, Braille,
Spanish, Hebrew, Chinese, Ger-
man, Hindi and English.

Sunset Hills Montessori School,
founded by Eileen Minarik, cel-

Peace Pole Dedicated at Sunset Hills
Montessori School
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Submit entertainment announcements at
www.connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/. The
deadline is noon on Friday. Photos/artwork encour-
aged.

ONGOING
“RPS Clicks @ USGS.” Through March 29 at the

U.S. Geological Survey, National Gallery, 12201
Sunrise Valley Drive, Reston. This show will
feature photos of the environment and natural
resources, in keeping with the US Geological
Survey’s mission. Visit
www.leagueofrestonartists.org.

“Godspell.” Thursdays through Sundays, through
April 1, at NextStop Theatre Company, 269
Sunset Park Drive, Herndon. NextStop opens
“Godspell” with a modern twist to the musical,
setting the new production in a coffee shop.
Tickets, $35-$65, available online at
www.NextStopTheatre.org or by calling 866-
811-4111.

Exhibit: Reston Student Artists. Monday-
Saturday, 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sunday, 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
at RCC Lake Anne, 1609-A Washington Plaza
and RCC Hunters Woods, 2310 Colts Neck Road.
Nine Reston schools have created an art exhibit
featuring work by students in kindergarten
through eighth grade in a variety of mediums,
including watercolor, chalk and oil pastels.
Works by students from Aldrin, Armstrong,
Dogwood, Forest Edge, Hunters Woods, Lake
Anne, Terraset and Sunrise Valley Elementary
Schools will be on display at RCC Lake Anne
through April 2 in the Jo Ann Rose Gallery and
3D Gallery. Student ceramic and other three-
dimensional pieces will be on display in RCC
Lake Anne’s 3D gallery through mid-April. This
year’s exhibits also include works from Langston
Hughes Middle School students at RCC Hunters
Woods through March 31. Call 703-390-6175 or
email Cheri.Danaher@fairfaxcounty.gov.

All-comers’ Group Fun Run at Potomac
River Running. Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Reston Town Center, 11900 Market St., Reston.
For beginners or competitive runners, come out
for a fun, low-key run that is safe and social.
Call 703-689-0999 potomacriverrunning.com.

Over-40 Softball League. A Fairfax-based
league is looking for enough players to form
another team. Players must be at last 40 years of
age to be eligible. All games are doubleheaders -
played on Sundays at Bready Park in Herndon
between 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. If interested, email
skeduman@aol.com for more.

THURSDAY/MARCH 22
Storytime For Three To Fives. 10:30 a.m. at

Reston Regional Library, 11925 Bowman Towne
Drive, Reston. Early literacy with stories and
fun. Age 3-5 with adult. Register at 703-689-
2700 or visit librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov.

Pianist Evelyn Mo. 2:15-3:30 p.m. at Reston
Community Center’s Hunters Woods, The
CenterStage, 2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston.
Free. Now a junior at Harvard, Mo competes in
major international competitions at home and
abroad. Visit www.restoncommunitycenter.net
or call 703-476-4500.

Thea Stilton Book Club. 4:30 p.m. at Reston
Regional Library, 11925 Bowman Towne Drive,
Reston. Join the Thea Sisters in “Thea Stilton
and the Lost Letters”, where they visit Russia for
a figure skating championship. Join them as
they solve another mystery. Age 8-10. Register
at 703-689-2700 or visit
librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov.

Jazz Night. 6:30-9:30 p.m. at Lake Anne Coffee
House/Wine Bar, 1612 Washington Plaza N.,
Reston. Patrons may enjoy Mykle Lyons and
company as they wine and dine in the cozy
second floor wine bar. Admission is free. Call
703-501-6289 or email
maurisapotts@gmail.com.

FRIDAY/MARCH 23
Gymboree Music 1. 10 a.m. at Reston Regional

Library, 11925 Bowman Towne Drive, Reston.
Discover melody pitch and rhythm while
building a repertoire of joyful songs.
Cosponsored by the Friends of Reston Regional
Library. Age 6-16 months with adult. Register at
703-689-2700 or visit
librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov.

Gymboree Music 2. 11:15 a.m. at Reston
Regional Library, 11925 Bowman Towne Drive,
Reston. Dance and sing to a new musical style
each month, including Latin, Rock ‘n’ Roll and
Classical. Cosponsored by the Friends of Reston
Regional Library. Age 16-24 months with adult.
Register at 703-689-2700 or visit

librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov.
Open Mic Poetry Night. 7-9 p.m. at ArtSpace

Herndon, 750 Center St., Herndon. Featured
members of the Poetry Society of Virginia will be
present to share their poetry. An open mic will
follow, allowing for anyone attending to have a
moment on stage. Free and open to the public.
Visit www.artspaceherndon.org.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/MARCH 23-24
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof. 8 p.m. at Reston

Community Center’s CenterStage, 2310 Colts
Neck Road, Reston. Tennessee Williams’ Pulitzer
Prize winning, “Cat On A Hot Tin Roof” is an
American classic. As the hot summer evening
unfolds, painful secrets and desperate longings
are revealed while the family desperately

attempts to secure their share of Big Daddy’s
estate. Don’t miss this intense drama that sizzles
with passion and greed like you’ve never
experienced before. $20-$23. Visit
restonplayers.org or call 703-476-4500.

SATURDAY/MARCH 24
Diva Central Dress Giveaway. Noon-6 p.m. at

RCC Lake Anne, 1609-A Washington Plaza,
Reston. All local middle and high school
students are invited to attend and “shop” for
dresses, shoes and other accessories for free.
Registration is not required. For further
information, or to become involved as a
volunteer or business partner, contact LaTanja
Jones, at 703-390-6158 or
LaTanja.Jones@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Aqua Egg Hunt. 1:30-4:30 p.m. at Herndon
Community Center, 814 Ferndale Ave.,
Herndon. Cost is $10 for one child and one
parent. Children will collect as many floating
and sinking eggs as possible in the time allowed.
Hunt Times: Ages 6 & under – 1:30-1:40 p.m.,
2:30-2:40 p.m., and 3:30-3:40 p.m.; Ages 7-10 –
1:50-2:00 p.m., 2:50-3:00 p.m., and 3:50-4:00
p.m.; Ages 11 & up – 2:10-2:20 p.m., 3:10-3:20
p.m., and 4:10-4:20 p.m. After the hunt, families
may stay for open swim at 4:30 p.m. Visit
herndon-va.gov/recreation or call 703-435-
6800, ext. 2128.

Clara Burton : A Life. 2 p.m. at Reston Regional
Library, 11925 Bowman Towne Drive, Reston.
Park Ranger Kevin Patti from the Clara Barton
National Historic Site in Glen Echo will present
this program on the life of the “Angel of the
Battlefield,” Clara Barton. Adults, teens. Call
703-689-2700 or visit
librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov.

Live Music. 6:30-10 p.m. at Lake Anne Coffee
House & Wine Bar, 1612 Washington Plaza N.,
Reston. Live music in the 2nd Floor Wine Bar.
Admission is free. Visit
lakeannecoffeehouse.com.

Billy & Bob Classic Country Show. 7-9 p.m. at
ArtSpace Herndon, 750 Center St., Herndon. As
the DC area’s premiere vintage country/western
band, The Billy & Bob Classic Country Show
delivers an authentic sound and appearance.
$20. Visit www.artspaceherndon.org.

SATURDAY-SATURDAY/MARCH 24-31
Fairfax County Parks. Egg-citing activities are

breaking out at parks throughout Fairfax County
in March. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
park-news/2018/psa055.

On Saturday, March 24 – Children age 1-6 are
invited to the Easter Eggstravaganza at Frying
Pan Park to hunt for eggs that contain treats
and prizes and visit with farm animals. $8 per
child. Add a wagon ride for $2 per person. Sully
Historic Site is offering an egg hunt, egg-
related games and an Easter craft for children
age 1-8. $8 per child. Wagon rides cost another
$2 per person.

On Sunday, March 25 —ºStop by the Easter Egg
Hunt at Sully Historic Site. The historic site
is offering an egg hunt, egg-related games and
an Easter craft for children age 1-8. $8 per child.
Wagon rides cost another $2 per person. Lake
Fairfax Park will be hosting an Easter Egg
Hunt for children age 1-6. $8 per child.

Hidden Oaks Nature Center is running a
Dinosaur Egg Hunt on March 25, 29, 30, 31 and
April 1.

Enjoy a dinosaur-themed program and outdoor egg
hunt while visiting Dinoland in Nature Playce.
The program is for children age 2-8. $8 per
child.

 Clemyjontri Park is offering an Easter Egg Hunt,
crafts and photo ops with the Easter Bunny for
children age one to nine. $7 per child. Add a
carousel ride for $2. There’s also an Egg Hunt
that day at Nottoway Park. Register at the
picnic shelter for egg hunts for children age 1-9.
Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. Schedule: ages
1-2, 10:30 a.m.; ages 3-4, 11 a.m.; ages 5-6,
11:30 a.m.; ages 7-9, 12 p.m. $10 per child,
registration 9:30-11:45 a.m. $10 per child –
cash only at registration.

MONDAY/MARCH 26
Toddler Storytime. 10:30 a.m. at Reston

Regional Library, 11925 Bowman Towne Drive,
Reston. Join for stories, songs and finger plays.
Age 2 with adult. Register at 703-689-2700 or
visit librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov.

Restaurant Fundraiser. 11 a.m.-10 p.m. at Not
Your Average Joe’s, 1845 Fountain Drive,
Reston. Every Monday during March 2018, Not
Your Average Joe’s in Reston will donate 15
percent of the bill to Assistance League of
Northern Virginia. Diners must mention the
organization when checking in at the restaurant.
Visit www.notyouraveragejoes.com/locations/
virginia/reston. Contact karenamster@aol.com
about the fundraiser or visit
www.northernvirginia.assistanceleague.org.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 28
Puppets Have the World on a String. 10 a.m.

and 11:30 a.m. at Frying Pan Park, 2709 West
Ox Road, Herndon. Bob Brown brings his cast of
characters to Frying Pan Farm Park Visitor
Center. Cost is $5 and children must be
accompanied by a registered adult. Call 703-
437-9101 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
frying-pan-park.

Photo courtesy of Reston Community Players

Jonathan Bansfield as Brick and Susan Smyth Robertson as Maggie in
the Reston Community Players production of “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof.”

“Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” at Reston’s CenterStage
Reston Community Players present “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” at Reston Community Center CenterStage,

Hunter’s Wood Village Center, 2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston. Performances March 9-24, 2018. Friday
and Saturday at 8 p.m., Sunday 2 p.m. matinee on March 18. Tickets, call 703-476-4500 or visit online
at www.restonplayers.org. Note: Due to adult themes and brief nudity, this production is recommended
for ages 16 and up.  CenterStage is accessible and offers listening devices for the hearing impaired.

Entertainment

Aqua Egg Hunt
Children will collect as many floating and sinking eggs as possible in the time allowed. Hunt Times:

Ages 6 & under – 1:30-1:40 p.m., 2:30-2:40 p.m., and 3:30-3:40 p.m.; Ages 7-10 – 1:50-2:00 p.m., 2:50-
3:00 p.m., and 3:50-4:00 p.m.; Ages 11 & up – 2:10-2:20 p.m., 3:10-3:20 p.m., and 4:10-4:20 p.m. After
the hunt, families may stay for open swim at 4:30 p.m. After the hunt, families may stay for open swim
at 4:30 p.m. Cost is $10 for one child and one parent. Saturday, March 24, 1:30-4:30 p.m. at Herndon
Community Center, 814 Ferndale Ave., Herndon. Visit herndon-va.gov/recreation or call 703-435-6800,
ext. 2128.
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By David Siegel

The Connection

M
aysoon Zayid has performed
in top New York clubs and
toured extensively. She has
been an honoree of United

Cerebral Palsy of New York City’s Women
Who Care Awards and given a TED Talk
titled “I’ve got 99 problems … palsy is just
one of them.” Zayid has also appeared in
the documentary “The Muslims are Com-
ing!” Soon she will be appearing at
CenterStage.

“I saw Maysoon Zayid in New York and
was taken by her delightful humor, sharp
perspective on the world and charming per-
sonality. Laugh with me as we see the world
through this amazing comedian’s eyes,” said
Paul Mischnewicz, director, arts and events,
Reston Community Center.

“I love taking situations that frustrate me
and spinning them into comedy. My num-
ber one goal is to make people laugh,” said

lim, a woman of color, a person with a dis-
ability and I live in New Jersey,” said Zayid.
She further noted that 20 percent of the
American population is disabled, but only
two percent of the images seen on the movie
screen are of the disabled. “Of those two
percent, 95 percent are played by non-dis-
abled actors,”said Zayid.

“I’ve always been a political comedian,”
said Zayid. “I don’t just do politics, but it is
one of my favorite subjects. I have always
been edgy, but this is the first time in my
career that I have felt being outspoken
might get me killed. I get threats online all
the time because I voice my opinion politi-
cally.

“I am very much looking forward to per-
forming at Reston CenterStage. It is a
comedian’s dream to be able to do a solo
show,” added Zayid.

Humor and Storytelling to Create a Climate for Change
Entertainment

Maysoon Zayid’s
brand of comedy at
Reston’s CenterStage.

By David Siegel

The Connection

R
eston Community Play-
ers was recently hon-
ored with 13 WATCH

awards for community theater
excellence. Celebrating its 18th

year, WATCH, the Washington
Area Theatre Community Hon-
ors, is an organization founded
for the adjudication and presen-
tation of annual awards recog-
nizing community theater artis-
tic and technical excellence.

There were a total of 99 pro-
ductions; 33 musicals and 66
plays adjudicated by WATCH
during calendar year 2017.
There are about 30 community
theaters that are members of
WATCH located throughout the
Virginia, Maryland and the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

The Reston Community Play-
ers (RCP) received WATCH
awards for its productions of
“Aida” and “Rock of Ages.”

For “Aida” the RCP received
awards for:

❖ Outstanding Set Design in
a Musical: Andrew JM Regiec
and Dan Widerski

❖ Outstanding Set Construc-
tion in a Musical: Dan Widerski

❖ Outstanding Musical: Pro-
ducer Jocelyn Steiner, Stage
Manager Colleen Stock

Joshua Redford, who re-
ceived the WATCH Award for
Direction of “Rock of Ages,” said
he “was overwhelmed by the
amount of recognition that the
cast and production team re-
ceived for ‘Rock of Ages.’ I knew
on opening night that we had a
very special show and said as
much to my cast before they
stepped on stage to perform.ºI
couldn’t ask for a better group
of people to work with.”

Dan Widerski, who received
awards for both “Aida” and
“Rock of Ages,” said, “It is such
an honor to be recognized by
WATCH for the work that we
do. I am so proud of the car-
penters and painters that de-
vote countless hours to build-
ing the scenery for these
shows.ºTheir workmanship is
second-to-none.ºThis group has
been one of the best I have ever
worked with.”

The Reston Community Players
perform at the Reston Community
Center’s CenterStage. More infor-
mation about the Reston Commu-
nity Players can be located at
www.restonplayers.org.

Reston Community Players Receive Awards for Excellence

When and Where
Reston Community Center presents Maysoon

Zayid at Reston CenterStage, 2310 Colts Neck
Road, Reston. Saturday, March 31, at 8 p.m.
Tickets: $15; for non-Reston Ticket Price: $20.
Call 703-476-4500 or visit
www.restoncommunitycenter.com. Note:
Recommended for adults ages 18 and older;
younger audience members must be accompa-
nied by a parent or guardian.

Zayid. “I never approach a joke thinking,
‘How can I change people’s perceptions
about disability?’ or ‘How can I make them
stop being bigots?”

Zayid has a range of self-descriptions be-
yond comedian, including tap dancer. “Tap
dancing is my life. I don’t believe I’d be liv-
ing this dream if I hadn’t grown up danc-
ing. It not only strengthened my body in

my battle with Cerebral Palsy, but it also
instilled in me the confidence to get on stage
with no fear. I consider myself an advocate.
I am extremely passionate about equality
for all and ending bullying.

Responding to a question about being the
embodiment of diversity, “I joke that in the
‘Oppression Olympics’ I would win a gold
medal because I am a Palestinian, a Mus-

Comedian, actress
and advocate
Maysoon Zayid
performing at Reston
Community Center.

Photo courtesy of Reston

Community Players

Joshua Redford,
director, Reston Com-
munity Players’ “Rock
of Ages.”

Photo by Jennifer Heffner/Courtesy of Reston Community Players

Claire O’Brien Jeffrey in Reston Community Players’ “Aida.”

❖ Outstanding Properties in a
Musical: Mary Jo Ford

❖ Outstanding Lighting Design
in a Musical: Ken and Patti
Crowley

❖ Outstanding Costume Design
in a Musical: Charlotte Marson

❖ Outstanding Featured Actress
in a Musical: Claire O’Brien Jeffrey

“Receiving a WATCH Award is
a great honor, and I am still reel-
ing from it. There is just so much
great work being done on stage
and behind the scenes in theaters

all across the Washington Area;
just being recognized with a nomi-
nation is a huge accomplishment
in and of itself,” said Claire O’Brien
Jeffrey. “Performing is something
I do because I simply love to do it
and have to have it in my life. To
have people in the WATCH com-
munity who I respect and admire
say that they enjoyed my work
enough to recognize it with an
award is humbling and wonder-
ful.”

For “Rock of Ages” the RCP re-

ceived awards for:
❖ Outstanding Set Con-

struction in a Musical: Dan
Widerski

❖ Outstanding Set Decoration
and Set Dressing in a Musical: Jen-
nifer Lambert

❖ Outstanding Sound Design in
a Musical: Seth Sacher

❖ Outstanding Hair Design in a
Musical: Kat Brais and Molly Hicks
Larson

❖ Outstanding Choreography:
Christopher Dore

❖ Outstanding Direction of a
Musical: Joshua Redford

Photo courtesy of

Maysoon Zayid
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T
otal Wine & More celebrated their March
15-18, 2018, grand opening extravaganza
for Reston store lin the Plaza America

Shopping Center across from Whole Foods.  The
store overflowed with excited patrons, staff and
VIP guests including Supervisor Cathy Hudgins (D-
Hunter Mill District) who took part in the official
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on Thursday, March 15.

Total Wines & More will donate a portion of their
first weekend sales to support their local chari-
table partner, Cornerstones.

The store features 8,000 wines, 3,000 spirits,
and 2,500 beers. There is a Cigar Humidor and
an Education Center free of charge for the com-
munity, business and social events. On Friday, April

27, Total Wine & More will present a ticketed
event, “Vive la France” where patrons can explore
the greatest in winemaking regions of France.

Total Wines & More is a family-owned business
founded in 1991. It is headquartered in Bethesda,
Md. with more than 170 stores.

Portion of first
weekend’s sales go to
support Cornerstones.

Total Wine & More Celebrates
Grand Opening in Reston

  Photo Courtesy of Total Wines & More

Nicholas Frajo, Store Manager (center)
cuts the Ceremonial Ribbon celebrating
the opening of Total Wines & More,
Reston while employees, guests and
Supervisor Cathy Hudgins (D-Hunter
Mill) look on.

South Lakes’
Hannah Waller
Finishes Fifth at
Nationals Meet

Hannah Waller capped her first
high school indoor track season by
finishing fifth in the Championship
division of 200 meters at the New
Balance Nationals Track and Field
Meet on March 17 at the Stadium
Armory.

Waller, who won the 55 meters
and 300 meters at the 6A State
Championships last month, ran a
24.41 in the finals of the 200
meters and earned All American
Honors. She ran a 24.10 in the
preliminaries of the event. She
also advanced to the semifinals of

the 60 meters with a 7.51 in the
prelims.

Teammate Mary Gregory, also a

sophomore, placed 21st in the
Championship division of the 400
meters with a time of 57.55.

Photo contributed

Hannah Waller won the 55 meters and 300 meters at the
6A State Championships last month.

News
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By KENNETH B. LOURIE

... was the length of time during which we
were powerless a few weeks back when the
wind nearly brought down the house; yet it was
no laughing matter. I might have written this
column sooner but until Tuesday, March 6 –
when the power finally came back on, we were
semi-frozen to the bone. The old-fashioned
thermostat in our living room indicated 42
degrees at its most frigid.

Aside from the obvious physical discomfort
– made a bit more bearable while wearing hats,
gloves, coats and scarfs – inside, the toll the
cold took on my mental acuity was much less
manageable. My brain still worked, but not
overtime. It was, to invoke a “Star Trek” refer-
ence: “On impulse power,” somewhere
between barely functioning and imminent
danger.

This power outage was the most significant
we had experienced at “Belly Acres” in the 26
years since we took ownership in late May
1992. And though this four-day non-sojourn
was difficult, it was for us not a return down
power-outage lane. We have been lucky in our
time here; very little has upset the apple cart.
Considering the hundreds of trees that surround
our house, and the many thuds they all made
as they fell and hit the ground that extremely
late Friday night/early Saturday morning, the
miracle is that not one of them hit the house, or
either of our two cars parked in the driveway.

I wouldn’t say I woke up in the morning to
find our house relatively unscathed because as
of 3:30 a.m. when I felt the house shudder for
the first time, I never was able to fall back
asleep as I kept bracing myself for incoming
trees and limbs. Given the potential damage
and hassle a direct hit likely would have
caused, a power outage seemed a minor incon-
venience, all things considered.

As it happened, when the power came back
on, I was not at home. I was en route to the
Glenmont Metro station in Wheaton to pick up
Dina. When I came to a stop at “Kiss and
Ride,” I looked at my cell phone and noticed a
“missed call” from one of my neighbors. I
immediately called back and soon heard my
neighbor, Helene, singing “We’re in heaven,
...,” with the explanation – not in verse – that
power had returned to New Birmingham
Manor (the official name of our 10-home dead-
end street). BG&E, our utility company, had
finally come by to cut/trim the tree that had
been uprooted in the storm and fallen across
the power line which electrifies our
neighborhood.

As difficult as it had been for some of us, it
had not been nearly as difficult for the four
neighbors who had generators and thus were
prepared and able to keep the lights on and the
heat circulating. One of whom was kind
enough to call around the neighborhood and
offer hot showers as well as refrigerator and
freezer storage to anyone interested. Given that
the previous week was a post-chemotherapy
week for me when I’m not eating much and
shopping at supermarkets even less, we had
minimal food in the freezer - all of which
ended up being a loss, and a bit less than usual
in the refrigerator which, after putting the con-
tents into two coolers filled with ice, ended up
being a gain.

Oddly enough, I haven’t re-inventoried the
refrigerator/freezer as yet. I don’t know if I’m
being paranoid or just plain lazy, but I haven’t
felt inclined to stop and shop, not even at the
Giant. I imagine the feeling will pass because
after eating out every night; some fast, some
slow, over the last week or so, I’m probably way
over our imaginary budget and way under pre-
pared for the next go around. But as is often
heard on basketball courts on playgrounds all
over America: “No harm. No foul.”

The four days without power weren’t par-
ticularly pleasant but we survived the ordeal
nonetheless and may have even learned some-
thing in the process: our long underwear still
fits.

Almost Exactly
Four Days ...

Arthur S. Hill
Arthur S. Hill, 93, of Falmouth, Mass.,

formerly of Reston and Stow, Mass. died
March 10, 2018, in Falmouth.

Arthur was active as a civic and commu-
nity volunteer, starting when he was still in
high school, as Town Meeting Member for
the town of Arlington. He continued to par-
ticipate in local government until he was
no longer able, due to a cardiac arrest in
2016. Among various other offices and ap-
pointments, he served three terms as select-
man in Stow, Mass. and 20 years on the
Planning and Zoning committee in Reston.

Arthur was the Hunter Mills Lord Fairfax
for 2013. In June 2016, a Resolution was
passed by the Fairfax County Board of Su-
pervisors thanking Arthur for his “excep-
tional and noteworthy service to Fairfax
County and the Hunter Mill district.”

Arthur practiced law in Maynard, Acton
and Littleton. He was town counsel for the
town of Bolton from 1967 to 1994. Arthur
was predeceased by his first wife, Betty Taul
Hill and his brother Richard Hill. He is sur-
vived by his wife Cynthia Hill, of Falmouth,
Mass.; daughter Elizabeth Hill of Reston;
grandson Steven Hill of Charlotte, N.C.; and
brother John Hill of Shelton, Conn. Also
surviving are step children Ellen Todd,
Groton, Mass. and North Falmouth, Mass.;
William Servey, Lancaster, Mass.; Martha
Ludlum, Acton, Mass.; and step grandson
Nathan Turner, Quincy, Mass. Time and
place of a Celebration of Life to be deter-
mined.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations
may be sent to ACLU of MA, 211 Congress
St., Boston, MA 02110, or Pine Street Inn,
attn.: Shelli Hezekiah, 444 Harrison Ave,
Boston, MA 02118.

Obituary

Submit civic/community announcements at
ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and
artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at
least two weeks before event.

FRIDAY/MARCH 23
Great Decisions Series. 2 p.m. at Reston

Regional Library, 11925 Bowman Towne Drive,
Reston. Watch the film produced by the Foreign
Policy Association and participate in the
roundtable discussion on current events and
U.S. foreign policy options. The topic for this
month is “China and America: the New
Geopolitical Equation”. Discussion materials will
be available at the Info Desk two weeks before
the event. Light refreshments will be served. Call
703-689-2700 or visit
librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov.

SATURDAY/MARCH 24
New Member Orientation. 1 p.m. online. To

RSVP for the next New Member Orientation for
Fairfax County NAACP, email
membership@fairfaxnaacp.org.

International Easter Banquet. 4-7 p.m. at
Ekklesia USA, 11979 North Shore Drive, Reston.
Come, taste and see what Easter is all about.
Join the celebration. Bring family and friends.
Childcare provided. RSVP to Pastor James Cha
(jamestcha@gmail.com) or Mrs. Faith Cha (703-
801-5880).

MONDAY/MARCH 26
NARFE Dulles Chapter Meeting. 11:30 a.m. at

Amphora Diner, 1151 Elden St., Herndon.
Speaker: NARFE President Richard Thissen;
special guest: VFC President Leslie Ravenell.
Topic: Update on Major Changes in NARFE. $18
which includes tax and a small gratuity. Make
reservation and choice of entree to Shirley
Boning at 571-442-8910 or e-mail
Shirley.boning@comcast.net no later than
Thursday, March 22.

Bulletin Board
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D
o you know anyone who has
been protectively storing what
they thought was a valuable
family heirloom? A gold brace-

let, sterling silver set, a stuffed bear, some-
thing handed down from generation to gen-
eration, and now it’s theirs to keep safe. Or
did your neighbors or friends do a little
curbside scavenging and snatch up a couple
of oil paintings and colorful print out of a
trash in Herndon?

If so, perhaps these people are a few of
the nearly 50 individuals who brought their
items to the Reston Association Appraisal
Roadshow and learned they had either a
sentimental item or a treasure.

Ashleigh Soloff, of Reston Association,
said,  “Collectors and value hunters come
to this event to find out what a piece of jew-
elry or vase or painting, that has been
passed down in the family for decades, may
be worth, whether or not they have been
keeping it because it is actually worth some-
thing or because it only has sentimental
value.”

On March 6, well before the 11 a.m. open-
ing of the Appraisal Roadshow held at
12001 Sunrise Valley Drive, Reston, attend-
ees arrived with their hoped-for treasures
— jewelry, timepieces, furniture, glass,
paintings, porcelain and more.

According to marketing materials, the
Appraisal Roadshow was described as a 2-
hour educational and fun show. Attendees
would gain a  new understanding of the
jewelry and antique industries including
advice on what their personal “valuables”
were worth on the retail and secondary
markets and what attendees could do with

them.
The information provided was intended

to help people make informed decisions
about their personal property, whether they
wanted to insure, sell, give away or re-pur-
pose it.

THE PRESENTATION combined decades
of professional industry expertise with the
comedic personalities of Steve Gouterman,
Paradigm Experts and Todd Peenstra of
Peenstra Appraisals. Taking turns, the ex-
perts educated the audience with interest-
ing facts and information, then provided
verbal appraisals, both insured value and
fair market value which is 40-50 percent of
the retail.

Before they began appraising the indi-
vidual pieces, Gouterman explained the dif-
ference between an insurance appraisal,
more money, and a fair market value ap-
praisal, less money, what someone would
pay for the item on the secondary market.

Gouterman also described what makes an
item valuable. Three variables are impor-
tant.  “For something to be valuable, worth
a lot of money, it must first be beautiful.
Second, it must be rare. And third, there
must be demand,” he said.

As an illustration, Gouterman pointed out
two types of items, one in silver (dining
wares) and one in gold, a piece of jewelry.
Gouterman said that the value of many din-
ing wares and jewelry is simply the weight
of the metal, not the ornamentation. One
of the reasons is, he said, “This is the first

Reston Association hosts
Appraisal Roadshow.Treasure Found in Trash

 Photos by Mercia Hobson/The Connection

Steve Gouterman, President of
Paradigm Experts, looks for a
maker’s mark or hallmark placed
on the serving fork to denote the
type, purity and authenticity of the
sterling silver.

Ed and Gina Bolston, of Reston, former Herndon
residents, show off the art treasures they found
leaning against someone’s trash can in Herndon. The
works of art were identified at the Appraisal
Roadshow in Reston as two original oil paintings by
George Jan Dispo, a German artist and a  signed
lithograph by nationally recognized American artist
Varnette Honeywood (1950-2010).

Todd Peenstra assesses items brought to the Ap-
praisal Roadshow hosted by Reston Association.

At the Reston Association Ap-
praisal Roadshow Todd Peenstra,
professional fine art and antique
appraiser, identifies a vibrant work
of art the current owners had
pulled out of the trash as a signed
lithograph by nationally recog-
nized artist Varnette Honeywood.

time in history two generations are
downsizing at the same time. Those in their
60s and those in 80s are trying to give items
to the younger generation, and they don’t
want them.”

There is little demand, so the value de-
creases.

Gouterman quoted the price of 92.5 percent
silver by weight, the silver that is currently used
in jewelry and flatware and that of 18k gold.

He illustrated the
“value impact” with a
sterling silverware
set, circa 1940.

“The natural mar-
ket for this set is

family, even if it is Tiffany. The value for a
16-piece service setting is ...  $110.”

TURNING BACK to the display table,
Gouterman picked up a gold charm brace-
let dangling heavily with one beautiful sen-
timental charm after another. Gouterman
briefly admired them and placed the brace-
let on his jeweler’s scale. $4000 in gold
weight he announced; $0.00 for the design.
The owner smiled and quickly put it back
on her wrist.

When it was Todd Peenstra’s turn, he
made his way around the display table giv-
ing verbal appraisals for a set of military
swords, a doll from the 1920s, a pressed
glass biscuit box, a Swiss music box and
more. The quoted dollar appraisals were
minimal, at most a couple hundred dollars.
Peenstra termed the items as “value to the
families” rather than “value on the market.”

Then Peenstra came upon two framed oil
on canvases, signed  “George Jan Dispo.”
Dispo was a German painter (1922-1973).
Peenstra valued the art at an $1800 retail
value. In the same lot rested a colorful
‘print’.  Peenstra identified it as signed litho-
graph by Varnette Honeywood (1950-
2010), a nationally recognized American
artist who used the vibrancy of black cul-
ture as a recurring theme in her works.
Peenstra valued the lithograph at $1000
retail.

Owners Ed and Gina Bolson of Reston
smiled hugely. “I’m definitely pleased with
his remarks,” Ed said. “When we were liv-
ing in Herndon, someone put these out on
the curb, and I took them.”

Reston Association (RA) holds two Ap-
praisal Roadshows each year.  For more in-
formation about the next event, visit
reston.org.


