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By Dan Brendel
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A
t its meeting last Thursday, May 10, the
School Board considered research findings
about school grade-level configuration,
transitions, size and diversity, in connec-

tion with planning for ballooning student enrollment.
Leila Nuland of Hanover Research Group, con-

tracted in 2016 to study grade configuration, said:
“School quality plays a stronger role in academic
outcomes than any particular grade
configuration. … You do want to
limit the number of transitions for
students, when you’re talking about
their academic performance, their
social/emotional learning/develop-
ment. … When [school] divisions
have strong support systems and
programming in place, you can com-
bat some of those challenges. This
is because no one grade configura-
tion has consistently demonstrated
improvements in academic achieve-
ment.”

Some evidence suggests that pre-Kindergarten (PK)
and sixth grade students benefit more in an inte-
grated elementary school context than from
standalone PK and sixth grade as part of middle
school. And “it’s not ideal” to separate ninth grade

from the overall high school experience, as it cur-
rently the case in Alexandria, said Nuland. But over-
all, “It really comes down to the classroom quality
and the social environment being better predictors
of your outcomes than a particular grade configura-
tion.”

In FY 2019 ACPS will comprise 22 schools, with
PK in a total of seven. These will include one PK cen-
ter; 12 elementary schools (eight K-5, four PreK-5);
one PK-7 school; one PK-8 school; two middle schools
(grades 6-8); a grade 9 campus; one high school for

grades 10-12; and three alternative
education campuses. Many already
have more students than they’re
designed for, and several also have
more than is ideal for learning.

The ideal is no more than “600
students at the elementary level and
1,000 students at the secondary
level,” according to Nuland’s pre-
sentation. In FY 2018, eight Alex-
andria elementary schools had 700
or more students, according to the
schools’ Capital Improvement Pro-
gram (CIP) document. The middle

schools had 1,400 each. T.C. Williams High School,
between its two campuses, had 3,900, with more than
5,300 projected by FY 2028.

The considerations discussed will come to bear

By Vernon Miles
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I
f there was a recurring theme
to the May 12 City Council
meeting, it was broken trust.

While there were advocates for
and against the Meals Tax, there
was no get-
ting around
the contro-
versy of the
eliminated
southern en-
trance at
P o t o m a c
Yard.

Since its inception, the Potomac
Yard Metro Station had been
planned to have two entrances,

one in the north that would be
closer to the densely packed com-
mercial sector and one in the south
closer to the residential neighbor-
hoods. But throughout early 2018,
news began to trickle out that the
costs for the station were starting
to balloon outside of original esti-

m a t i o n s .
City esti-
mates put
t h e
P o t o m a c
Yard project
at $52 mil-
lion more
than origi-

nally planned. Costs of building
materials and labor had increased

By Vernon Miles
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U
ntil Saturday, the biggest
talking point of the bud-
get process had received

no public input. The new one per-
cent increase on the city’s meals
tax to fund an increase in dedi-
cated funding to affordable hous-
ing was introduced during the

city’s add-delete process, meaning
that public discussion of the tax
increase had to wait until after the
budget reliant on the increase had
already been approved.

And there were opinions.
For restaurateurs in the city, the

tax was another new burden on a
city already struggling with a repu-
tation for being unfriendly to busi

Under
Investigation
A male body was
found on Wednes-
day morning, May
16, in the water
near where the
Potomac Riverboat
docks. According
to the Alexandria
Police Depart-
ment, an autopsy
will be performed
Thursday and an
investigation is
ongoing.
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School Board tackles
growing enrollment.Juggling Act

“Equity …
happens when
people put in the
work to make sure
that it happens.”

— School Board member
Chris Lewis

Off the Rails
Citizens express outrage over
Potomac Yard Metro changes.

“I don’t feel that anyone
on the council has our
interests in mind.”

— Scott Yokum, resident

On the Tab
Affordable Housing advocates
celebrate meals tax increase
while restaurateurs lament.
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