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Under
Investigation

A male body was
found on Wednes-
day morning, May
16, in the water
near where the
Potomac Riverboat
docks. According
to the Alexandria
Police Depart-
ment, an autopsy
will be performed
Thursday and an
investigation is
ongoing.
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Juggling Act

By DAN BRENDEL
Gazette Packet

t its meeting last Thursday, May 10, the
School Board considered research findings
about school grade-level configuration,
transitions, size and diversity, in connec-
tion with planning for ballooning student enrollment.

Leila Nuland of Hanover Research Group, con-
tracted in 2016 to study grade configuration, said:
“School quality plays a stronger role in academic
outcomes than any particular grade
configuration. ... You do want to
limit the number of transitions for
students, when you're talking about
their academic performance, their
social/emotional learning/develop-
ment. ... When [school] divisions
have strong support systems and
programming in place, you can com-
bat some of those challenges. This
is because no one grade configura-
tion has consistently demonstrated
improvements in academic achieve-
ment.”

Some evidence suggests that pre-Kindergarten (PK)
and sixth grade students benefit more in an inte-
grated elementary school context than from
standalone PK and sixth grade as part of middle
school. And “it's not ideal” to separate ninth grade

“Equity ...
happens when
people put in the
work to make sure
that it happens.”

— School Board member

School Board tackles
growing enrollment.

from the overall high school experience, as it cur-
rently the case in Alexandria, said Nuland. But over-
all, “It really comes down to the classroom quality
and the social environment being better predictors
of your outcomes than a particular grade configura-
tion.”

In FY 2019 ACPS will comprise 22 schools, with
PK in a total of seven. These will include one PK cen-
ter; 12 elementary schools (eight K-5, four PreK-5);
one PK-7 school; one PK-8 school; two middle schools
(grades 6-8); a grade 9 campus; one high school for
grades 10-12; and three alternative
education campuses. Many already
have more students than they're
designed for, and several also have
more than is ideal for learning.

The ideal is no more than “600
students at the elementary level and
1,000 students at the secondary
level,” according to Nuland’s pre-
sentation. In FY 2018, eight Alex-
andria elementary schools had 700
or more students, according to the
schools’ Capital Improvement Pro-
gram (CIP) document. The middle
schools had 1,400 each. T.C. Williams High School,
between its two campuses, had 3,900, with more than
5,300 projected by FY 2028.

The considerations discussed will come to bear

SEe ScHooL BoArD, PAGE 32
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Off the Rails

Citizens express outrage over
Potomac Yard Metro changes.

By VERNON MILES
Gazette Packet

to the May 12 City Council
meeting, it was broken trust.
While there were advocates for
and against the Meals Tax, there

I f there was a recurring theme

one in the north that would be
closer to the densely packed com-
mercial sector and one in the south
closer to the residential neighbor-
hoods. But throughout early 2018,
news began to trickle out that the
costs for the station were starting
to balloon outside of original esti-

was nho get- mations.
ting around ¢t ! City esti-
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Since its inception, the Potomac
Yard Metro Station had been
planned to have two entrances,

nally planned. Costs of building
materials and labor had increased
See CiT1zENS, PAGE 33

Onthe Tab

Affordable Housing advocates
celebrate meals tax increase
while restaurateurs lament.

By VERNON MILES
Gazette Packet

ntil Saturday, the biggest
talking point of the bud-
get process had received
no public input. The new one per-
cent increase on the city’s meals
tax to fund an increase in dedi-
cated funding to affordable hous-
ing was introduced during the

city’s add-delete process, meaning
that public discussion of the tax
increase had to wait until after the
budget reliant on the increase had
already been approved.

And there were opinions.

For restaurateurs in the city, the
tax was another new burden on a
city already struggling with a repu-
tation for being unfriendly to busi

SEE MEALs Tax, PAcGe 32
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A team built on reputation.

When John McEnearney opened for business, he had one simple goal in mind...attract the best real estate
agents in the business to his firm so that McEnearney Associates could provide the highest level of service
to our clients. For the past 37 years we have had the good fortune to see that wish come true. They are
the reason so many clients trust McEnearney Associates, They are responsible for our enviable reputation.
To put it simply...they are McEnearney Associates.
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Fairfax Row | 1,398,000

Sophisticated light-filled, brick end unit townhouss
in small enclave of handsome homes. Four full levels
offer gas fireplace, hardwood floors, generous storage
& sleek kitchen. Luxurious master suite with spa-style
bath. 2 off-street parking spaces. 310 N Fairfax Street
Joan Shannon 703.507.8655
www.joanhome.com

OPEN SUN 5/20, 1-4
g. . 1 5L

Springfield | $499,950

Handsome brick-front colonial in Saratoga. 4/5
badrooms, 3 full baths, family room plus den or office, 2
wood-burning fireplaces, newer opan concept kitchen
with granite & stainless, replacement windows, wood
deck, fenced rear yard. 8016 Lake Pleasant Drive

Joel Miller 571.277.1321

www.McEnearney.com

OPEN SUN 5/20, 2-4

Carriage Works

$763,000

4 This beautifully
renovated 2-bedroom

y rowhouse, blocks from
Metra & bustiing King St,
affortlessly blends the
authentically restored
axterior with the open
contemporary interiar.
Updatas includs kitchen
& baths, Uniguea iron
staircase. Magnificent
patio garden, Parking.
515 M Alfrad Streat

Rochelle Gray 703.328.1686
www.RochelleGray.com

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980.
703.549.9292 | 109 5. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

Kingstowne | $837,500

Walk to Metro/VRE! Elegant 4-bedroom, 4.5-bath brick
colonial on comer lot. Extravagantly spacious with high
ceilings & tall windows. Gourmet kitchen, family room
with gas fireplace & sunroom. Master with sitting room.
Finished basement with full bath & huge storage room.
Stephanie Myers 703.362.7736
www.McEnearney.com

REBECCA
McMASTER

[TOTHE ALEXANDRIA OFFICE

IT yvou are thinking of bu

Alexandria

| 5624,900

A bright & open floor
plan welcomes you to
this 2-badroom, 2-bath
g =nd unit townhome. The
updated kitchen opens
{0 both the dining room
8 & the expanded family
room. Finished lower
level can be a third
bedroom or reéc room.
Walk to “The Ave" in Dal
Ray or Braddock Rd

% Metro, 556 E Nelson Ave,

Jen Walker 703.675.1566
www. JenWalker.com
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Braddock Heights | $987,654

Large windows and skylights flood this home with light.
Open floor plan featuras a gourmest kitchen — complets
with island and pot filler. Large dining room shares view
of the landscaped, fenced patio and yard. Master suita
and 4 additional bedrooms, 4 fully updated baths.
Kate Crawley 703.888.8141
www.katecrawleyhomes.com

; Belle Haven
= $1,295,000
1934 Jewel Box — This

Calonial stone house
has just been updated
throughout. Three
== fabulous levels of
2018 flair! Large, flat
backyard, deck, roof
deck, and 4 bedrooms
with 3 full and one half
baths! 6103 Vernon
Terrace

Janet Caterson Price 703.622 5984
www.JanetPriceHomes.com

ATLANTIC COAST @
HORTOAGE

BLUXURY
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