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We want to 
make you smile!

Dr. Samer Khattab
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

9010 Lorton Station Blvd. 
Suite 135

Lorton VA, 22079

Call or Book Online

(703) 372-5665
www.lortontowndental.com

Open Mon. thru Sat.

 FREE
Consultation

offer expires 6/30/18

$99 Dental Exam,
X-rays & Cleaning
offer expires 6/30/18

$1,999
Implant

offer expires 6/30/18

Submit civic/community announce-
ments at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Assistance League of Northern

Virginia, a volunteer nonprofit,
invites community members to join
the organization to participate in its
Reading Express program. Volunteers
provide one-on-one tutoring to first
grade students during the school
year. To learn more contact VP
Membership Mary Gronlund at
gronbiz@aol.com or Program
Coordinator Lynn Barron at
lynnieb517@verizon.net.

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
Child turning 5 years old by

Sept.30? If so, contact your child’s
school to make arrangements for
kindergarten enrollment. Most
schools begin getting information
together now for parents of incoming
kindergartners, and many host an
orientation or open house. All
kindergarten programs are full-day
and located in FCPS elementary
schools. Check your school’s webpage
or contact the school directly for
specific enrollment information and
dates of orientationor visit
www.fcps.edu/registration/
kindergarten-registration.

MONDAY/MAY 28
Joint American Legion/VFW

Commemoration. 10 a.m. in the
Post 176 Main Hall, 6520 Amherst
Ave., Springfield. American Legion
Post 176 Springfield – Virginia’s
largest post – and Veterans of

Foreign Wars Post 7327 will conduct
a ceremony to honor all those men
and women who made the ultimate
sacrifice while serving in our
country’s Armed Forces. A light meal
will be provided for all attendees.
Members of the public will be
warmly welcomed and are invited to
participate. Email
GeneralManager@Post176.org or call
703-440-0335 for more.

City of Fairfax Services. City
government offices, closed; Recycling
Center, closed; General District
Court, closed.

❖ Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center,
open, 703-385-8414

❖ Refuse/recyclables collection – no
service; regular Monday and Tuesday
routes collected Tuesday, May 29;
yard debris collected week of May
29. Leave items at curb until they are
collected.

❖ CUE Bus, Saturday schedule, 703-385-
7859

WEDNESDAY/MAY 30
Connecting through Creativity. 10-

11:30 a.m. at Insight Memory Care
Center, 3953 Pender Drive #100,
Fairfax.As dementia progresses, a
person’s ability to engage with others
changes. Looking for creative ways to
connect? Practice using art materials
to relax, be present, and connect with
a loved one in a nonverbal way at
home. Art therapy focuses on the
process of art making more than on
the art result. You do not need any
art experience or skills to participate.
Respite care may be available by
request; please call to make
arrangements. Free. Contact Lindsey
Vajpeyi at 703-204-4664 or
lindsey.vajpeyi@insightmcc.org, or
visit insightmcc.org.

Bulletin Board
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See Six,  Page 4

By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

D
emocrats are so eager to take
on two-term incumbent U.S.
Rep. Barbara Comstock (R-10)
that several of them actually

moved to the district specifically to run
against her. The field of six candidates vy-
ing to become the Democratic nominee on
June 12, has a wide range of experience
and expertise — people who have lived
there for decades and people who are new
to the neighborhood. Military vets and doc-
tors. People who have experience running
for office and people who were inspired to
run after the 2016 presidential election.

The stakes couldn’t be higher because this
congressional district is the hottest ticket
in Virginia, one of the hottest in the nation.

“The 10th is a district that Hillary Clinton
carried but has a Republican member of
Congress in Barbara Comstock, so it’s a high
level target for Democrats,” says Geoff
Skelley at the University of Virginia Center
for Politics. “Comstock will, to some degree,
probably be hanging on for dear life. She
may be able to pull it out. But at the same
time, we rate that race as a toss-up.”

Most of the candidates want to keep the
consumer protections created by the Dodd-
Frank Act, disagreeing with a bill cospon-
sored by U.S. Sen. Mark Warner (D-Va.) that
would reduce the number of banks that
have to comply with regulations many in
the industry consider burdensome. On the
issue of health care, several of the candi-
dates support a single public health system
that covers all residents funded by taxpay-
ers — an idea long supported by the liberal
wing of the party that remains divisive
among Democrats. Two of the candidates
are ready to move forward with impeach-
ment now while the others want to wait for
the investigation to conclude.

“There’ll be a ton of money in this race,”
says Skelley. “Comstock raised $5 million
last time, and there’s a decent chance she’ll
best that this year.”

In the order the candidates will appear
on the ballot:

Lindsey Davis Stover
A native of Humble, Texas, Stover, 39, is

partner in a consulting firm in Fairfax
County. She has a Bachelor of Arts in com-
munications and political science as well as
a Masters in Public Policy, both from Baylor
University, as well as a Masters in Public
Administration from the Harvard Kennedy
School. She spent time in the AmeriCorps
VISTA program then worked for U.S. Rep.
Chet Edwards (D-Texas) before taking a
position in the Obama administration work-
ing on veterans policy. She moved to the
10th Congressional District in 2011, when
she moved to McLean. She is a partner in
the consulting firm Edwards, Davis Stover
& Associates which provides outreach to
federal agencies and congress.

“I was raised by a single working mom
who worked really hard to make ends meet
for our family. In fact I actually got my first
job when I was 14, and got a job at my lo-
cal church,” says Stover. “My husband and
I are still paying off more than $80,000 of
student debt, and I’m running for Congress
because my story is not a unique story. There
are millions of Americans and many fami-
lies across our district who are working two
and three jobs and can still barely make
ends meet.”

She is in favor of moving forward with
impeachment proceedings, although she
says she wants to make sure the case is “air-
tight” before charges are brought in Con-
gress. She says the country should move
toward a single-payer health care system,
although she adds that she’d also like to look
at a Medicare-for-all system as well as other
proposals for a system that could not be
undermined by a future administration. She
supports the consumer protections in the
Dodd-Frank Act, and she disagrees with
Democrats who believe that the regulations
are overly burdensome on banks. If elected,
she says, she would work to support public
education and implement gun control.

“Our children are being murdered in our
school, and our country is failing them. And
we have to do more,” says Stover. “If you’re
too dangerous to board an airplane, you
should be too dangerous to walk into a gun
store and buy a gun. And I also believe that
the guns our soldiers use on the streets of
Baghdad shouldn’t be used on the streets
of our communities.”

Jennifer Wexton
A native of Washington D.C., Wexton, 49,

is a state Senator representing parts of
Loudoun and Fairfax as well as Leesburg.

She has a bachelor of arts in history and
economics from the University of Maryland
at College Park and a juris doctorate from
the College of William and Mary. She was
in private practice in Alexandria before join-
ing the office of the commonwealth’s attor-
ney in Loudoun. During her time as a pros-
ecutor, she prosecuted everything from reck-
less driving to first-degree murder. One case
that attracted national headlines involved
a woman who persuaded her boyfriend to
kill her father with a samurai sword.

Wexton moved to 10th Congressional Dis-
trict in 2004, when she worked in the
prosecutor’s office. Wexton is the only one
of the six to hold elected office.

“Congress has lost the bipartisan spirit of
cooperation to represent the people who
sent us here,” says Wexton. “For me and
what I’ve been able to accomplish in the
General Assembly, I see that there’s a lot
that we have in common and a lot of areas
where we can find common ground. But it
seems like in Congress they are more inter-
ested in shouting past each other than work-
ing together to get solutions.”

She is not yet in favor of moving forward
with impeachment, adding that her time as
a prosecutor taught her to collect facts and
evidence before applying the law.

She says the country should be “evolv-
ing” toward a single-payer health-care sys-
tem, although she says she’s not sure the
country is ready for that yet. On banking
reform, she says she would vote against
Warner’s bill although she adds some of the
regulations in Dodd-Frank are overly bur-
densome and she doesn’t want to choke
community lending for smaller borrowers.

If elected, she says, she would work for
more cooperation on health care as well as
gun safety legislation.

“The views of the majority of legislators

who have stymied any sort of gun safety
legislation in Congress are out of the main-
stream, even on things like universal back-
ground checks and closing the gun show
loophole,” says Wexton. “The people are go-
ing to speak about this, and I hope that we’ll
see some progress.”

Paul Pelletier
A native of Beverly, Mass., Pelletier, 61, is

a former federal prosecutor and adjunct
professor at Georgetown University Law
Center. He has a Bachelor of Science in eco-
nomics from Providence College in Rhode
Island and a Juris Doctorate from New En-
gland Law in Boston. After law school, he
had a trial court clerkship and an appellate
court clerkship before taking a job in the
tax division at the Department of Justice.
As a federal prosecutor, he went after ev-
erything from drug smuggling to health-
care fraud. His work against bank execu-
tives who helped crash the global economy
is featured in the 2017 book “The
Chickenshit Club.” He moved to the 10th
Congressional District last year specifically
to run against Comstock.

“I’m doing this because I care, and I be-
lieve I can make a difference,” says Pelletier.
“I’ve spent a career attacking and solving
big problems in a non-partisan and a bipar-
tisan way. I have found ways to not only
attack the immediate problem before me
but also see the big picture as to what is
the problem and how do we solve this big-
ger issue.”

He supports the House moving forward
with impeachment proceedings, and he says
he wants Trump to be accountable for his
actions. He describes the single-payer health
care system as the “gold standard,” but he
says he would work toward pragmatic
health-care solutions like driving down the
cost of health care. When asked about bank-
ing reform now being considered in Con-
gress, Pelletier says he disagrees with the
effort to roll back consumer protections in
the Dodd-Frank Act. If elected, he says, he
would work to restore the insurance man-
date under the Affordable Care Act that was
overturned by Trump and amend the tax
reform effort to allow deductions of state
and local taxes. He says he would also work
to remove guns from the hands of danger-
ous people.

“The most important thing that I would
absolutely fight like crazy to do is to pass
legislation to ban assault weapons, like we
used to have in the 1990s,” says Pelletier.
“We need common sense legislation like
expanded background checks and outlaw-
ing bump stocks.”

Alison Friedman
A native of Takoma Park, Md., Friedman,

39, is a former Obama administration offi-
cial. She has a Bachelor of Arts in political

Six Democrats vying for Democratic nomination
to face Barbara Comstock in November.Blue Firefight

Julia BigginsAlison Friedman Dan Helmer

Paul PelletierLindsey Davis Stover Jennifer Wexton
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science from Stanford University and an execu-
tive master of business administration from Oxford
University. She served as national director of stu-
dents for Gore during the 2000 presidential cam-
paign before becoming a legislative and program co-
ordinator for People for the American Way. She
worked for U.S. Rep. Jane Harman (D-Calif.) before
founding the nonprofit organization known as Alli-
ance to Stop Slavery and End Trafficking. During
the Obama administration, she served as deputy di-
rector for the Office to Monitor and Combat Traf-
ficking in Persons and later helped establish a pub-
lic-private partnership known as the Global Fund to
End Slavery. She moved to the 10th Congressional
District last year for a number of reasons, one of
which was running against Comstock.

“I’ve spent my career standing up to abuses of
power,” says Friedman. “And now we have an
epitome of one in the White House, who is being
enabled by my representative. And I can’t do noth-
ing.”

She says she’s not yet ready to move forward with
impeaching President Trump, although she adds “no-
body wants this president out of office more than I
do.” On health care, says she wants to improve the
Affordable Care Act rather than pursue a single-payer
health-care system. When asked about banking re-
form now being advocated in Congress, she says she
would keep the consumer protections created by the
Dodd-Frank Act. If elected, she says, she would work
to improve affordability and accessibility of health
care as well as tax reform and infrastructure needs.

“You can’t knock on a door or go to an event in
Northern Virginia or the Shenandoah Valley with-
out hearing horror stories about commutes,” says
Friedman. “And that’s one place where my record of
taking on big issues that are mired in bureaucracy
and actually driving to solutions that make people’s
lives better on the ground will be really valuable.”

Dan Helmer
A native of New Brunswick, N.J., Helmer, 36, is

an Army veteran and management consultant. He
has a Bachelor of Science in history and Arabic from
West Point. After graduating, he served a tour in Iraq
and then became a Rhodes Scholar at University of
Oxford, where he earned a master’s degree in phi-
losophy and international relations. He served 11
years of active duty in the military, including tours
in Iraq, Afghanistan and Korea. In the private sec-
tor, he worked with the Boston Consulting Group,
where he helped U.S. manufacturers, and he remains
in the Army Reserves. He was recruited to run for
Congress by a Boston-based group known as New
Politics. He moved to the 10th Congressional Dis-
trict in 2013, when the Army stationed him in North-
ern Virginia.

“This is a country that welcomed my family when
they were immigrants and refugees — my dad is an
immigrant, and my grandparents are Holocaust sur-
vivors,” says Helmer. “I’ve always felt a deep desire
to defend the country that gave my family a shot at
the American dream, and the dysfunction and ha-
tred in Washington is the greatest danger to other
Americans continuing to have a shot at that Ameri-
can dream.”

He supports impeaching President Trump. On the
issue of health care he says he supports a “Medicare
for all” option that would allow Americans to opt
into Medicare if they choose. On banking reform now

being considered in Congress, he says he would have
to spend more time studying it before committing
one way or another. If elected, he says, he would work
to enact gun safety legislation.

“I’ve carried assault rifles in Iraq and Afghanistan,
and I’ve seen the consequences of Washington cow-
ardice in terms of a war of choice in which I’ve lost
friends,” says Helmer. “Now I think we’re seeing the
consequences of cowardice here at home, where both
in Richmond and in Washington we’ve seen time and
again Republicans and Democrats fail to pass mean-
ingful gun safety legislation. I look forward to work-
ing diligently in Congress to fight back against the
NRA and the gun lobby and pass meaningful gun leg-
islation reforms.”

Julia Biggins
A native of Joliet, Ill., Biggins, 41, is the a medical

researcher. She has a bachelor of science in microbi-
ology from the University of Illinois at Champagne
and a doctorate in molecular virology from Baylor
College of Medicine. After graduate school, she took
a job as a contractor at the United States Army Medi-
cal Institute for Infectious Disease at Fort Detrick,
where she worked on a team that developed vaccines
and therapies for the Ebola virus. She moved to the
10th Congressional District last summer. She is cur-
rently the assistant director for in vivo research
against viral and bacterial pathogens at Integrated
Biotherapeutics in Rockville, Md.

“This is not something I thought I would ever be
doing prior to the election in 2016, and then I started
really paying attention and being concerned,” says
Biggins. “In the scientific community, I don’t think
we ever thought we’d have to stand up and defend
science. So I felt like this was something I needed to
set my research aside and stand up to protect science
and help make change in the country.”

She does not support impeaching President Trump
at this time, adding that she wants the investigation
to run its course. She is in favor of a single-payer
health-care system, adding that she would like to see
an overhaul of the system rather than patching up
the Affordable Care Act. When asked about banking
reform now being considered in Congress, she says
she would keep the consumer protections created by
the Dodd-Frank Act. If elected, she says, she would
use her expertise to reform the healthcare system and
overturn the ban on federal funding for gun violence
research. She also wants to focus on education.

“The way that we fund education needs to be
improved since it’s based on our property taxes,
and that leads to inequality,” says Biggins. “I would
like to see more money coming from the federal
government to education so that we can ensure all
kids, regardless of where they live, have that foot
in the door.”

Six Vying for Nomination
“The 10th is a district that
Hillary Clinton carried but
has a Republican member
of Congress in Barbara
Comstock, so it’s a high
level target for Democrats.”

—Geoff Skelley,
University of Virginia Center for Politics

By Taylor J.

Gouterman

The Connection

T
here were gray skies ac
companying a Saturday
morning full of rain,

muddy terrain and a run down
a 3.1-mile lane, but the spirits
remained high for the coordi-
nators and runners. The cause:
The Phillips Programs for Chil-
dren and Families hosted its
first ever 5K to support one of
their programs, Food for
Thought.

Phillips is a non-profit orga-
nization that accommodates
families and children with spe-
cial challenges in a school set-
ting, tailoring classrooms and
facilities to fit individual stu-
dent needs. There are 360 stu-
dents who attend the four lo-
cations in Northern Virginia and
in Maryland.

The Food for Thought pro-
gram helps provide food for
families below the poverty line.

According to Director of De-
velopment Debi Alexander from
McLean, more than half of the
Phillips students live below the
poverty line.

“School lunch programs are
provided by the Department of
Agriculture,” Alexander said.
“So, the fees we get from the
government cover a bulk of our
funding, but we still need to
raise the $30,000 a year.”

The winner of the 5K was
Dennis Billings, from
Woodbridge, who finished the
run in 23 minutes and 47 sec-
onds. He received a first-place
medal that was 3-D printed by
some of the Phillips students, as
well as $50 cash.

Ben King, 16, is a student
from Alexandria within one of
the Phillips facilities also ran in
the 5K. He finished with the
fourth-highest time among all

male runners, clocking in at
30:15.

“I’ve been trying to be physi-
cal, be active,” Ben said. “It’s
about doing well, staying active
— it’s just the thrill of doing it.”

Abby Williams, who came up
four hours from Huddleston,
Va., placed first in the women’s
division at 27:50. She said she
decided to participate in the
race while coming up to see her
brother.

“It’s a lot of fun,” Williams
said. “I really enjoy running,
and it’s something I do every
weekend. I’m trying to bring
down my time and keep win-
ning.”

One runner, Uma Marques
from Leesburg, came to repre-
sent a family whose daughter
recently died in a forest fire in
India.

“She was someone who was
interested in special education
for children,” Marques said.
“Her whole family is out at a
5K in India in order to thank
Debi and Phillips for this
honor.”

The next Phillips 5K will take
place during the fall of 2019 at
Accotink Park in Springfield.

“It’s just down the street from
our school, so that’s why we’re
moving it there,” Alexander said.

What a Day for a 5K
Phillips hosts 5K at Burke Lake
Park for Food for Thought

Uma Marques, from
Leesburg, eagerly antici-
pates running in Phillips’
5K on behalf of Anu
Vidya, who advocated for
children with special
needs but died in a forest
fire in India.

Thirty-two participants for Phillips’ 5K ran to benefit
Food for Thought, which provides food to students
below the poverty line.
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-214-8384

From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

bb
To Advertise Your

Community of Worship,
Call 703-778-9418

Worship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sun. Evening – Realtime Worship & Youth 6 PM
Family Night – Wednesday 7:15 PM

Home Life Groups, College/Young Adult
Ministries, and Living Free Support Groups

Visit our Website: jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

“Loving People to Life”

Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

V
ictoria Figueroa came to
the South County soft
ball program in 2015 as
a shy freshman search-

ing for her voice.
During her four seasons as a

varsity starter, Figueroa has found
that the long ball is her preferred
method of self-expression.

Now a senior, Figueroa, South
County’s all-time home run leader,
used the championship stage to
share her talents with rival Lake
Braddock..

Figueroa’s fifth-inning grand
slam erased a two-run deficit,
Briana Cole drove in the winning
run in the bottom of the seventh
and the Stallions captured the Pa-
triot District title with a 5-4 vic-
tory over Lake Braddock on Mon-
day at South County High School.

THE STALLIONS trailed 2-0 in
the bottom of the fifth inning
when Figueroa stepped to the
plate with the bases loaded and

two outs. She jumped on a first-
pitch change up from Bruins
sophomore Mia Haynes and
launched it over the fence in left-
center field.

“I saw that she had been throw-
ing a lot of girls change ups first
pitch, and if she knows who I am
as a batter, she knows change ups
aren’t my favorite pitch,” Figueroa
said. “I kind of had something in
my head tell me, hey, watch the
change up first pitch. I made sure
that I saw the pitch all the way

through in the perfect spot to load
back and hit it as hard as I can.”

The blast sailed more than 220
feet and out of one of the deepest
parks in the region, giving the Stal-
lions a 4-2 lead.

It was Figueroa’s fourth home
run of the season and the 15th of
her career — the most ever by a
South County player.

“[Setting the South County
home run record] was probably
my biggest goal to achieve in my
entire high school career,” she

said. “I remember coming in as a
freshman being very intimidated
by the older seniors playing var-
sity for the first year and I knew I
had to make a voice. I had to show
myself [and] explain who I am. É
I [went] from the shy girl who did
not speak at all my freshman year
É to someone who wants to make
a stand (and) make my name
known.”

Figueroa’s blast energized the
Stallions, who to that point had
been shut out and managed just
three hits off Haynes.

“From the first few innings when
[the Bruins] were up, we were
kind of down, didn’t have the en-
ergy to pick it back up,” South
County catcher Emma Yates said.
“And then once Vic hit it out, we
were up in the dugout, we were
screaming for whoever was up. We
just got a lot of momentum after
that and a lot energy which car-
ried us [through the game].”

Figueroa would be named Pa-
triot District tournament Most
Valuable Player.

“She just sees the ball really

well,” South County head coach
Gary Dillow said. “É Everything
she swings at she swings at with
everything she’s got, but she’s got
such a good eye. She doesn’t swing
at bad pitches.”

While Figueroa’s blast was
clutch, it was not a game-winner.
Lake Braddock tied the score at 4-
all in the top of the sixth when
outfielder Erica Brasher delivered
a two-run single. South County
loaded the bases in the bottom half
of the inning but failed to score.

The Stallions again loaded the
bases in the bottom of the seventh
— this time with nobody out —
and Cole drove in the winning run
with a grounder to the right side
of the infield.

It was South County’s first dis-
trict/conference championship
since 2016.

SOUTH COUNTY will host the
winner of Mount Vernon and
Woodbridge in the second round
of the Region C tournament at
6:30 p.m. on Friday. Lake
Braddock was scheduled to host
T.C. Williams in the opening round
on Wednesday, after The
Connection’s deadline.

Figueroa’s Grand Slam Revives SoCo in District Championship Game
Stallions overcome early deficit to beat Lake Braddock on Monday.

Photo by Jon Roetman

The South County softball team won the Patriot District
championship with a 5-4 victory over Lake Braddock on
Monday.
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Opinion

By John C. Cook

Braddock District Supervisor

P
rom and graduation sea-
sons are upon us, and
these are the biggest
landmarks in our teens’

lives so far. While it is certainly a
time for celebration, it is also a
time for parents to ensure the
safety of these young adults. I
want to ask all parents to keep our community
safe by not hosting parties teen parties with
alcohol and speaking to your children about
the dangers of drunk driving.

The way parents raise their own kids in the
privacy of their homes is their business. How-
ever, when other children are involved and
given alcohol, it becomes a community con-
cern and threat to public safety. Through a
motion I presented, the Board of Supervisors
unanimously directed our Police Department

to arrest parents who host parties
for minors where alcohol is
served. If you are caught hosting
one of these parties then you will
be arrested and sent to jail.

There is no responsible way to
host a teen party with alcohol. Not
only are teens underage, but teen
brains are more negatively im-

pacted by alcohol than an adult’s. The devel-
oping mind already has a tendency to take risks
and not perceive consequences for their ac-
tions. When one introduces alcohol to this situ-
ation, the risky behavior goes into overdrive
and puts our young people in a dangerous
position. Teens are also more likely to binge
drink, which creates an even greater risk to
their health in the short and long term. At its
worst, teen drinking can result in drunk driv-

ing, assault, drug use, teen pregnancy, injury,
or even death. When parents provide youth
with alcohol, they are jeopardizing these
children’s lives.

Every year we hear stories about devastat-
ing accidents caused by teens driving under
the influence after prom or graduation. It is
not something that just happens in other neigh-
borhoods. These accidents happen in our own
backyards. Nationally, 10,497 people died in
2016 from drunk driving accidents. Fifteen
percent of those accidents were caused by driv-
ers under 21. A single accident like this is one
too many.

That is why it is up to us as parents to set
good examples to our children. We have to
set clear rules and expectations for them to
follow in this season of celebrations. Talk to
your teens about the dangers of drinking.
Make it clear that if they drink and drive or
go to these underage drinking parties they are
risking their future.

Keep Teens Safe for Summer
Commentary

By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

A
s the General Assembly
heads back into Special
Session on May 23 to con-

tinue work on the biennium bud-
get impasse, I looked back at how
long we’ve been fighting to ex-
pand Medicaid — the major stick-
ing point in our current budget
standoff. Here’s what I wrote in
September 2014 — nearly four
years ago!

“Recently the New York Times editorial board
wrote about the ‘health care showdown in Vir-
ginia.’ Their comments were not favorable. ‘In
Virginia, there are 400,000 low-income people
who can’t afford health care coverage but don’t
qualify for federal subsidies,’ they wrote. ‘If
they lived across the state line in Maryland,
West Virginia or Kentucky, which have ex-
panded their Medicaid programs, they could
get the coverage they need.’ The reason they
cannot; ‘a group of recalcitrant Republicans in
the House of Delegate’ have blocked Medicaid
expansion at every opportunity.”

Highly regarded retired editorial writer for
the Virginian Pilot, Margaret Edds, wrote about
the current impasse in Virginia two weeks ago.
Drawing on her extensive command of
Virginia’s history, Edds points out that Virginia
was the last state to join Social Security in the
1930s. She argues that there is a moral im-
perative that “we cannot afford to take this
risk” of not expanding Medicaid. She writes
that “designing a health care system that em-
braces everyone is the right thing to do.” Reston
resident, Elliot Wicks, in a recent letter to the
editor makes the same argument that closing
the coverage gap morally is the right thing to
do.

In an unprecedented move, the
Virginia Chapter of the American
Association of Retired People
(AARP) called a press conference
to announce that letters sent by
the Speaker of the House and
other Republican lawmakers to
their constituents over age 60 con-
tained “inaccurate information
about changes in Medicare.”

These letters from Speaker Howell and other
lawmakers implied that expanding Medicaid
in Virginia would hurt Medicare beneficiaries.
“Expanding Medicaid to uninsured Virginians
won’t harm the Medicare program or its ben-
eficiaries,” the AARP spokesperson said.

Revenues for the Commonwealth are ex-
pected to fall short of projection for this year
by as much as $300 million. Ironically, Virginia
is losing $5 million a day amounting now to
three-fourths of a billion dollars paid by Vir-
ginians that could be returned to the state
through Medicaid expansion. The money could

not be used to balance the budget in the cur-
rent year, but in future years more than $200
million that Virginia pays for indigent care from
its general tax revenue could be paid by Med-
icaid.

State and local chambers of commerce, medi-
cal and health care associations, and editorial
boards of the major newspapers in the state
have endorsed Medicaid expansion. A major
compromise in the form of Marketplace Vir-
ginia, proposed by three Republican senators
and endorsed by all Democratic legislators, has
been introduced. The compromise proposed in
Marketplace Virginia addresses the Republi-
cans’ stated concerns by including a provision
to discontinue the program if the federal gov-
ernment reneges on its commitments. It is time
for Republicans in the House of Delegates to
agree to the compromise. Their insistence on
separating Medicaid from the state budget is a
costly stalling tactic that is hurting a large num-
ber of Virginians and threatens to hurt even
more if the budget stalemate continues.

While the players have changed—it’s now
Senate Republicans resisting Medicaid expan-
sion—the song remains the same.

The More Things Change,
the More They Stay the Same

Commentary

Send Father’s Day Photos
Father’s Day is Sunday, June 17, and once again this newspaper will publish a gallery

of Father’s Day photos.
Every year at this time, we put out the call for photographs of fathers and their

children, grandfathers and their children and grandchildren.
Send in photos with the following information: the town where you live, the names

of everyone in the picture, the approximate date the picture was taken, the ages of the
children and a sentence or two about what is happening and where the photograph was
taken. Be sure to tell us your town name and neighborhood. Photos are due by June 12.

You can submit your photos online at www.connectionnewspapers.com/fathersday.
You can also email photos to editors@connectionnewspapers.com.
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By Mike Salmon

The Connection

“H
orse Hippie” was Laura
Batts high school
nickname because of her
interest in horses which

she turned into a career as an environ-
mental scientist that focused on horse
farms and animal welfare in the eques-
trian industry.

She grew up around horses and intro-
duced her children to the equestrian life
when time came.

Fast forward a few years, and Horse
Hippie is now a boutique she owns on
the main drag in Clifton that focuses on
horse-themed handmade items made by
local artists that feature clothes, jewelry,
accessories and gifts.

“Horse Hippie is a lifestyle brand, it’s
how I live my life,” Batts said.

THE STORE, which opened in Novem-
ber 2017, is co-located with the Clifton
Caf  on the main street in Clifton. Inside
it’s divided into a few rooms with a
peacenik theme throughout. Even the
bathroom has items on display, includ-
ing soap, creams, books, essential oils,
candles and incense. “What’s a hippie
shop without incense?” she asked.

“Every item here has a backstory,” Batts
said, “I’m really into repurposing,” she
said. Each item has a story behind it

which is on a card posted with the item. “A
lot of Bohemian,” she said.

While Batts is an in-between age and
wasn’t old enough to be an original hippie
in the 1960s, she feels protesting the Viet-
nam War would have been right up her al-
ley and is into the folk music of the times.
In the store, the stereo softly has a
soundtrack going of Fleetwood Mac, the
Eagles and other songs of that genre. She
likes rap too but approaches everything with

a “live and let live,” mentality. “I live the
lifestyle, I don’t force it down anyone’s
throat,” she said.

On Mother’s Day, Fairfax Station resident
Riker Lawrence, wandered into Horse Hip-
pie to pick out a present for her mother.
She works in the restaurant a few doors
down. “They have very cute stuff,” she said,
before deciding on a baseball hat with
“Tired As A Mother.” “I got my mother that,”
she said. The hippie theme may not be for

her though. “It’s more my sister’s style,
she can pull it off better than I can,” she
said.

In the beginning, Batts started with a
trailer she drove around to horse shows,
manning a table with the same type of
items, and spoke at horse expos. With
the horse influence around Clifton, her
location is a good one and did well over
the past holiday season, which is impor-
tant to retail establishments. Her use of
the internet is consistent with business
today, and her Facebook page is big. “I
do it more of a brand awareness,” she
said. In one day, people came in that were
from California, Missouri, Colorado and
Florida.

Getting her business up and going in
Clifton did hit a couple of snags, but she
opened on time. “The support locally has
been wonderful,” she said. In the past,
she had a nature store, so the retail busi-
ness is not totally new to her, and her
husband does the bookkeeping. Andrew
Vo is a manager at the Clifton Caf  that
shares the same building with Horse Hip-
pie. “It ties in together,” Vo said.

MAY IS HORSE SEASON, with the
Triple Crown heading the sports sec-
tion recently. According to the DC
Fashion Foundation, “the horse riding
look is always a good look around
Derby, Preakness and Triple Crown
time,” they said.

Locally made products adorn
the shelves of shop in Clifton.It’s a Way of Life at Horse Hippie

Peace and horses are recurring themes with Laura Batts and the
Horse Hippie.

See Running,  Page 10

By Andrea Worker

The Connection

“T
hings went so well last year,
so we’re back! Bigger and
better than ever!” said Meg
Hart, office manager for

Homeless Animals Rescue Team (HART),
and one of the organizers of the Pups and
Pints 5k and the Dogfish Head Alehouse
After Party held on Sunday, May 20, to ben-
efit the Fairfax Station-based nonprofit.

Event co-chairs Carolyn and Thom Jones
started this HART fundraiser to honor their
beloved dog Marigold, a HART “alum,” who
succumbed to lymphoma in 2011. “It’s a
way to remember a great friend and help
other animals find their forever homes,”
said Carolyn.

THINGS GOT STARTED back in 2012,
when Dogfish Head Alehouse at 13041 Lee
Jackson Highway in the Greenbriar Town

Center generously agreed to partner up with
HART in Marigold’s memory. Thom Jones,
who works at the casual dining restaurant,
said that the first time out, three hours were
devoted to raising funds for the charity.

“Dogfish Head has been a real sup-
porter,” said Thom. For the 2018 edition
of the event, the Alehouse turned over 10
percent of their day’s proceeds, from 10
a.m. – 10 p.m.

In addition to the dollars from sales, Dog-
fish Head turned the parking lot in front of
their establishment into a street fair scene.
Tents to cover bars, live music, a raffle for
multiple prizes, games, and plenty of food
and drink on offer to make supporting a
worthy cause all the more enjoyable.

Co-chair Carolyn, who works at Praxis
Engineering Technologies in Chantilly, was
proud to give kudos to her company. Like

Dogfish Head Alehouse, Praxis has been
supporting this HART event for years. With
donations from Praxis, HART is able to of-
fer customized t-shirts for sale with the pic-
tures of shelter animals who have been
waiting the longest to find an adoptive fam-
ily. This year’s t-shirt features a sun-glass-
wearing, 14 year-old “over-looked friend”
named Tiger Lilly.

Of course, before the “after party” – which
was open to the public - could begin, the

All-day event benefits
Fairfax Station-based
Homeless Animal
Rescue Team.

Pups and Pints 5k and After Party

And they’re off! Two and four-legged race contestants start the 5k Pups
and Pints race to benefit HART – the Homeless Animal Rescue Team –
and continue caring for and re-homing dogs and cats.

And the winner – by a longshot – of
the 2018 HART Pups and Pints 5k
was Steven Voltz of Richmond, who
said visiting his nearby family
“was nice, but I’m really here for
the race and the good cause!”
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See Calendar,  Page 11

Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
Free Fitness Classes. May is National

Fitness and Sports Month. To
celebrate, Fairfax Jazzercise is
offering seven days of fitness at no
charge through May 31. Participants
pick their start date. The seven days
do not have to be consecutive. This
offer is good at all three locations:
Mott Community Center, 12111
Braddock Road; Gesher Jewish Day
School, 4800 Mattie Moore Court;
and the JCC, 8900 Little River
Turnpike. This offer also includes
Fairfax Zumba at the Mott
Community Center. For

more info call 703-909-6449, email
ffxjazzercise@gmail.com, or visit

www.jazzercise.com.
Art Exhibit: House, Sky and Abyss.

Through June 24, gallery hours at
Workhouse Arts Center’s Vulcan
Muse Gallery, 1st Floor, 9518
Workhouse Road, Lorton. House, Sky
and Abyss is a solo exhibition
featuring Gerardo Camargo
chronicling the relationship between
natural environment and social
constructs. Visit
www.workhousearts.org.

Art Exhibit: Candy for the Eye,
Food for the Soul. Through July 8,
gallery hours at Workhouse Arts
Center’s Warrior Way Gallery, 1st
Floor, 9518 Workhouse Road, Lorton.
Gene Moty, a retired Air Force
officer, creates contemplative,
whimsical paintings using traditional
materials. Visit
www.workhousearts.org.

The Sunday Farmers’ Market.
Through Oct. 21, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at

10500 Page Ave., Fairfax — one
block from West and Main streets
behind the Wells Fargo Bank and
adjacent to the Historic Fairfax
County Courthouse. Visit
www.fairfaxsundaymarket.com.

Saturday Community Farmers’
Market. Through Oct. 27, 8 a.m.-1
p.m. at 10500 Page Ave., Fairfax —
one block from West and Main
streets behind the Wells Fargo Bank
and adjacent to the Historic Fairfax
County Courthouse. Visit
www.fairfaxsaturdaymarket.com.

Farmers Market. Saturdays, 10 a.m.-2
p.m. at Springfield Town Center.
6699 Spring Mall Drive, Springfield.
Visit www.facebook.com/
SpringfieldFoodworks/.

Second Saturdays. 6-9 p.m. at the
Workhouse Arts Center, 9518
Workhouse Road, Lorton. The

Second Saturday Art Walk is the
perfect time to meet nearly 85
Resident and Associate Artists,
creating art in the studios or
exhibiting in our galleries.
Experience performances of dance,
cabaret, comedy, big band, jazz, and
theater. Indulge in classes in the art
of mixology or cuisines from around
the globe. Enjoy art exhibitions in
nine galleries of the region’s finest
sculpture, painting, glass, ceramics,
and fiber art works. Visit
www.workhousearts.org/.

Senior Line Dancing. Mondays, 1
p.m.; Fridays, 10-11:30 a.m. at Little
RIver Glen Senior Center, 4001
Barker Court, Fairfax. Line Dancing is
a gentle, social form of aerobic
activity. Studies have shown it aids in
warding off Alzheimer’s disease. No
previous experience needed. Cost: $5

per 8-week session. Email
barbriba@hotmail.com or call 703-
524-3739.

Fairfax Pets on Wheels New
Volunteer Orientation. An
orientation for new volunteers
interested in visiting residents of
nursing homes and assisted living
facilities with their approved pets
through the Fairfax Pets On Wheels
program is held the first Wednesday
of every month starting at 7:30 p.m.
Visit www.fpow.org for each month’s
location. Prior to attending, please
complete the online application
found at www.fpow.org/volunteer.
www.fpow.org, 703-324-5424 or
dfspetsonwheels@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Carolina Shag. Wednesdays, 6:30-10
p.m. at Arlington/Fairfax Elks Lodge,
8421 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax. Free
lessons at 7:30 p.m. No partners
needed. Dinner menu. $8. Under 21
free. nvshag.org.

FUN-Exercise Thursdays, noon-12:50
p.m. at Grace Presbyterian Church
Family Room, 7434 Bath St.,
Springfield. Inova certified exercise
instructor leads a moderate level
exercise class with music and current
events conversation. Muscle, Balance,
Strength Training using stretch bands
and weights both standing and
seated exercises. Instructor donation
is $5. moorefitt@yahoo.com or 703-
499-6133.

Exercise Program Mondays and
Fridays at 9:30 a.m. year-round at
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 5114
Twinbrook Road, Fairfax. The
exercises are for strength, balance
and maintaining limberness. Contact
SCFB office at 703-426-2824 for
more information.

Cafe Ivrit (Hebrew Cafe).
Wednesdays. 8:15-9:15 a.m. Jewish
Community Center of Northern
Virginia, 8900 Little River Turnpike,

Fairfax. Shalom (hello) Did you
always want to converse in Hebrew?
Join Na’ama each week for
conversational Hebrew. You will
learn and practice Hebrew in a fun
and interactive way while learning
more about Israel. Free, however we
ask that you try to attend regularly.
RSVP Naama.Gold@jccnv.org.

Smoke Free Bingo. 7 p.m. Every
Friday. Fairfax Volunteer Fire
Department, 4081 University Drive,
Fairfax. Free coffee, entertaining
callers, $1,000 jackpot (with breaks
for smoking friends).
www.fairfaxvd.com. 703-273-3638.

English Conversation Groups
weekly at George Mason, Burke
Centre, and Lorton Libraries Practice
and improve your English. Day and
start times vary. Visit:
va.evanced.info/fairfaxcounty/lib/
eventcalendar.asp

Funday Monday 10:30 a.m., every
Monday at Old Town Hall, 3999
University Drive, Fairfax. There will
be music, movement, storytelling,
performances, crafts, and more. It is
open to children of all ages, however
especially for those who haven’t yet
started school. Programs are free and
open to the public, donations are
gratefully appreciated. There is
ample free parking in the downtown
area, and stroller access at the rear of
Old Town Hall on Main St. 703-385-
7858 www.fairfaxva.gov/culturalarts.

FRIDAY/MAY 25
Rock the Block: Reagan Years.

6:30-9:30 p.m. at Old Town Square,
3999 University Drive, Fairfax. This
family-friendly, free concert series,
takes place fourth Fridays, May-
October, and features live bands,

Providence Players Present
‘California Suite’
Liz Mykietyn as Millie Michaels and Dave Wright as
Marvin Michaels in the Providence Players production of
the Neil Simon comedy “California Suite” on stage at the
James Lee Community Center Theater June 1 thru June
16, 2018.

Photo by Chip Gertzog,

Providence Players
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• Excellent selection of trees and shrubs
• Annuals, Perennials, Herbs
• House Plants and Gift Items
• Landscape Services
• Wild Bird Supplies
• Mulches, Soils and Seed

Fertilizing, Seeding, Aeration,
Tree & Shrub care.

9401 Burke Road • Mon-Sat 8-8, Sun 8-7
www.burkenursery.com

No limit. Not valid with any other offers.
Not valid on sale items or landscape design

services. Expires 6/17/18.

Any Hanging Basket

$500 OFF $1000 OFF
Any Tree or Shrub

Purchase of $100 or More

c c

One coupon per customer, per day. Not valid
with any other offers. Not valid on sale items or

landscape design services. Expires 6/17/18.

703-323-1188

Landscape Design & Installation Services
Delivery Service Available

MEMORIAL DAY SPECIALS:
• 25% Off Daylilies

• 25% Off Perennial Ferns ~
Great for Shade Gardens!

Huge Selection of
Blooming Hydrangeas!

Special Thanks to Our Armed Forces!
Show your Military ID & get 10% OFF

purchase & a Free Market Pack w/3-4 plants
per pack ($2.99 value) with any purchase.

One coupon per customer. Offer expires 5/28/18. Not valid with any other offer.

5765-C Burke Centre Pkwy • Burke • 703-239-9324

Natural Angus Burgers,
Natural Chicken Sandwiches

Pasta, Soups, Salads, Steaks
Friendly Service & Cold Drinks

20% Discount
Valid Mondays and

Tuesdays Only
Offer expires 6/26/18.

Not valid with any other offers.

10% OFF
Entire Check

Offer expires 6/30/18.
Not valid with any other offers.

Celebrating Life’s Little Pleasures

Our 22nd Year in Burke, 1996-2018

Serving Breakfast
Saturday 8-11 AM & Sunday 8 AM-3PM

New Location Opening Soon!

STAFFORD-QUANTICO HIRING EVENT
Tuesday, June 5, 3 PM-7 PM

Cyber, TS/SCI, CI/full poly, welcome! 
HOSTED BY DAWSON AT HAMPTON INN

2925 Jefferson Davis Hwy, Stafford, VA  22554  (Min. from Quantico)
Interested in exciting work with a Native Hawaiian Organization that brings the spirit of 

Aloha to our employees and puts the DAWSON “Ohana” first? DAWSON & JOBZONE will 
be hosting an Open House/Job Fair for meeting and greeting prospective candidates for 
interviewing.  Dawson will be seeking candidates to fill several contracts. Highlights of 
positions include: security and defense counterintelligence (CI) support, Cyber Threat 

Analysts, CI Cyber Threat Technical Analysts, CI Digital Forensics Examiner, 
TSCM/TEMPEST experience, PLUS.  All candidates must have at a minimum TS/SCI. 

REGISTER AND POST/LINK RESUME – https://www.jobzoneonline.com/job-seekers.aspx
For advanced consideration for an interview, submit resume by email to

janet.giles@jobzoneonline.com and lphillips@dawson8a.com

C
razy watercrafts will again be put to the
test as Lake Accotink Park hosts the an
nual Cardboard Boat Regatta on Sunday
June 3, 2018.

Who will sink and who will float? Come to the
park to find out which of the wacky creations will
sail to victory.

Boats assembled for the cardboard flotilla will be
judged between 9 and 10:30 a.m. on their creativity,
design and crew members. The judging categories
will be: Most Likely to Float, Titanic (most likely to
sink), Best Costume (most creative attire and boat),
Team Spirit (most spirited team), and Pride of the
Regatta (most spectacular cardboard boat entry).

Awards will be presented between 10:45 and 11
a.m., and the races will immediately follow from   11
a.m. to about 2 p.m.

To register a cardboard boat, visit the Park Author-
ity website at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
lake-accotink/  and download the registration form.
Fill out the form and fax or mail it to Lake Accotink
Park along with your registration fee. The form can
also be found on the Springfield Days website.

Due to anticipated crowds, a one-day parking fee
of $5 applies to all vehicles entering Lake Accotink
Park the day of the regatta. Due to the scale of the
event, no vehicles will be permitted in the parking
lot at the marina.

Lake Accotink Park is located at 7500 Accotink Park

Road in Springfield.  For more information call 703-
569-0285.

Web: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/park-
news/2018/psa130

It’s Time to Sink or Float at the
Cardboard Boat Regatta

Photos by Mike Salmon/The Connection

The anaconda-themed “Snakeinator,”
made it back to the beach, and the sailors
kept dry in Cardboard Boat Regatta 2017.

Summer Fun
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Suspicious Death in
Clifton Area Investigated

Homicide detectives Tuesday evening, May 22,
were investigating a suspicious death after a body
was found in a wooded area of Clifton. An autopsy
was conducted Tuesday afternoon on 26-year-old
James McDonald of Chantilly, who was discovered
Monday night with trauma to the upper body. De-
tectives are trying to determine the cause and man-
ner of death. He was last seen by a family member
on Tuesday, May 15. He was reported missing Sat-
urday, May 19. The investigation began immediately
and led detectives to track the man’s phone. With
the help of a search and rescue K9, the body was
discovered Monday night in the 6100 block of Union
Village Drive - according to FCPD. Detectives urge
anyone who may have any information about this
case, to please call them at 703-691-2131.

For ongoing updates in this case and other news,
follow @FairfaxCountyPD on Twitter.

Fatal Crash in Springfield
A 19-year-old Fairfax man died May 17 as a result

of a two-vehicle crash. Officers responded to Fairfax
County Parkway and Whitlers Creek Drive for a re-
port of a crash between a Toyota Camry and a box
truck.  A preliminary investigation determined that
Francis Kyung-Min Park was driving northbound on
the Fairfax County Parkway when he lost control of
his car for an unknown reason, according to FCPD.
The car slid sideways across the median and crashed
into the box truck that was traveling in the south-
bound lanes. Park was pronounced dead at the scene.
No one else was injured. Detectives are still working
to determine if speed or alcohol were factors in the
crash. Anyone with information about this crash is
asked to contact our Crash Reconstruction Unit at
703-280-0543.

Area Roundups

main event of the day had to take place: the Pups
and Pints 5K.

Again, encouraged by how well their inaugural
attempt at running a race had gone last year, the
HART group opened registration beyond the 2017
cap of 200. According to the staff at Race Wire who
handled the timing duties, about 250 runners hit
the starting line. Also new to this year’s event was
the addition of four-legged runners and “cheerlead-
ers.”

The race took off and ended behind the Total Wine
and More store, and the 5k course was supervised
by Fairfax County Police officers for the safety of the
runners of both species.

Some of the furry participants had been in train-
ing for today’s race, like 3 year-old Rosie, another
adoptee from HART, who wore her own race bib as
she ran the course with her human partner, Karen
Orozco, formerly of Centreville.

Some of the canine contestants looked like they
were born for the competition, despite the heat and
humidity of race day. Others had to be encouraged.
“Ok. She was awful,” laughed Sean Smyth, about run-
ning companion Lily, causing his family to contradict
him vociferously. “Really. I’m sure I could have fin-
ished first if I didn’t have to drag her along,” he joked.

From Page 7

Running 5K for
Homeless Animals

STILL OTHERS got to enjoy the outing without lift-
ing a paw as they were wheeled along the course in
strollers and carts, like Bella, the bulldog.

However they crossed the finish line - running,
walking, or wheeled -  there was a bottle or bowl of
water and a commemorative button awaiting the fin-
ishers.

HART is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. They
are a no-kill animal rescue/support group, working
with local veterinarians, foster homes, kennels and
trainers to provide temporary housing and care while
they seek out “loving, carefully screened forever
homes.”

“With volunteers, donations, and generous support
at events like these, we can use almost all of our funds
directly on the animals,” says Meg Hart, noting that in
the last fiscal reporting period, 98.1 percent of those
funds went directly to benefit the the dogs and cats.

Photo by Andrea Worker/The Connection

Rosie wore her own bib for the 5k race.
After all, HART is her ‘alma mater,’ though
these days she shares a home with Karen
Orozco, formerly of Centreville, who drove
over from Leesburg for the event.
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

As I sat on the couch Saturday morning with
my wife, Dina, and pretended not to watch or
listen – too attentively, anyway, to the “fairy tale”
wedding of the former Meghan Markle and the
current Prince Harry, in Windsor Castle on May
19, I was reminded of my own wedding, pro-
posal, courtship and introduction to Dina, dating
back to November 1976 when we first met. (I’ll
try not to self-indulge too much; it’s boring I
know.)

After graduating undergraduate school in May
1976, I moved back home to Boston, and began
looking for work. Upon receiving an offer from
the now-defunct Prince Georges Post to write a
weekly column, I returned back to Maryland in
late summer and moved in with my brother,
Richard. Unfortunately, after meeting with the
Editor-in-Chief, I was informed that due to a
revenue shortfall, the tabloid was shrinking its
page count to 32 from 40, and with it my col-
umn and budget for it was shrunk as well. At that
moment, my Art Buchwald-type dream was over.

Though living with Richard in his one bed-
room apartment and sleeping on his living room
couch was not costing me much money, it was
hardly the ideal transition to post-college life I
had anticipated. I needed to find a job and my
own place to live. Soon after speaking with my
college buddy, “Mot,” my housing and job status
would change. I moved in with him into a group
house in Potomac, where one of his roommates,
Rick, was a lunch manager at the Sir Walter
Raleigh Inn Restaurant in upper Georgetown.

Always looking for daytime staff, I was imme-
diately hired and within days began my new job.
On my first day, I drove in with Rick. After park-
ing behind the restaurant, we walked in the back
door, through the kitchen and into the dining
room. Rick looked around at the various employ-
ees doing their pre-lunch set-up, saw Dina to his
right and said: “Dina, train the new man.” After
spending the morning together, she thought I was
weird; I thought she was stuck-up. Amazing how
little has changed. Six months later we were
dating.

I remember the exact circumstance when I
told Dina that I loved her. We were driving north
on Connecticut Avenue past the Avalon Theatre
heading into Chevy Chase Circle. While round-
ing the Circle, it just hit me so I said it: “Dina, I
think I love you.” I don’t recall how Dina
responded but my ill-timed delivery didn’t seem
to be a problem.

A few months after that, another awkward
progression toward our getting married. We were
sitting in a sub/pizza place called C.J.’s located in
the Cabin John Shopping Center having a casual
lunch. While we were talking and eating, it
struck me that I wanted to ask Dina to be my
wife. Without too much thought or preparation –
and with no ring – I grabbed my paper placemat
and wrote a proposal on it – in the margins, if I
recall, and then slid it around toward Dina for
her to read. Again, I don’t remember too much
about her reaction other than her answer was
“Yes.”

A year or so later, we were married – twice.
Due to our differences in religion, we agreed to
be married by a judge, for whom Dina’s mater-
nal grandmother had once worked. Five weeks
after the invitations had been mailed and five
days before the wedding, we went to visit the
judge to discuss the service. After we made our
in-person introductions and exchanged pleasant-
ries, the judge says to us with as serious a look as
he could muster: “I can’t marry you on Sunday.”

A moment of silence/horror passed between
us. “What!?,” we murmured politely. Then he
smiles reassuringly and says: “I’m a Pennsylvania
judge. I can’t legally marry you in Delaware on
Sunday. (Another collective gasp as we’re trying
to process what we’re hearing.) He goes on: “Just
come by my chambers on Friday and we’ll do it
legally. Then on Sunday, I’ll do it for show.” The
result: two wedding-anniversaries, Oct. 20 and
22, one year though: 1978.

Harry and Meghan may have their “fairy
tale,” but we have our funny tale; still being told
almost 40 years later.

Oh Happy Daze
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beer garden, and city restaurant vendor booths.
Bring lawn chairs or blankets to sit on. Children
can wear swim suits and bring towels and enjoy
the spray pad. No Pets allowed except service
animals. Call 703-385-7858 or visit
www.fairfaxva.gov/rocktheblock.

B-I-N-G-O. 7 p.m. at Fire Station 3, 4081
University Drive, Fairfax. Enjoy free coffee,
entertaining callers, a friendly atmosphere,
$1,000 guaranteed jackpot, treasure chest
progressive raffles, and good food available for
purchase. All proceeds go to purchasing fire and
rescue equipment. Visit www.fairfaxvfd.com or
call 703-273-3638 for more.

Friday Night Campfires. 7:30-9 p.m. at Hidden
Pond Nature Center is located at 8511 Greeley
Boulevard, Springfield. Each campfire event will
feature a new topic and a different area of the
park will be explored. Learn about animals,
insects, plants and more. End the evening with
s’mores by the campfire. $8 per person. Call
703-451-9588 or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/hidden-pond.

SATURDAY/MAY 26
Vegetable Plant Clinics. 10 a.m.-noon at

Franconia Park, 6432 Bowie Drive, Springfield.
Learn about growing nightshade plants
(tomatoes, etc.). Fairfax County Master
Gardeners will add a focus on vegetable
gardening to their Plant Clinic program.
Sponsored by Virginia Cooperative Extension.
Contact the VCE Fairfax County Master
Gardener Help Desk at 703-324-8556

SUNDAY/MAY 27
Ride of the Patriots. Meets at Patriot Harley-

Davidson on Lee Highway in Fairfax. Some
4,000 motorcyclists will gather to pay tribute to
America’s servicemen, women, and veterans to
raise awareness of American POW and MIA
soldiers of all wars. The parade of bikers will
follow a route to the Pentagon where it will join
with thousands of other bikers from around the
country and the world for the 31st annual
“Rolling Thunder.” The Ride of the Patriots is
organized by the Fairfax Harley Owners’ Group
and Patriot Harley-Davidson. Visit
www.rideofthepatriots.com.

Reading Circle and Activities. 1:15 p.m. and
2:30 p.m. At the Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax
Station. Reading circle for “That Dadblamed
Union Cow,” the children’s story based on a real-
life case of a cow that adopted Union soldiers
during the Civil War. The museum will be open
from 1-4 p.m. Admission: Museum members and
ages 4 and under, free; ages 5-15, $2, ages 16
and older, $4. Visit www.fairfax-station.org,
www.facebook.com/FFXSRR. Call 703-425-
9225.

BHS General Meeting. 3:30-5 p.m. at Pohick
Regional Library, 6450 Sydenstricker Road,
Burke. Jon Vrana will present “Accotink — Mill,
Village,

Creek, and Camp.” Learn about this creek as well as
the mill and village that developed alongside.
Free. Email slawski_brian@yahoo.com or visit
www.burkehistoricalsociety.org.

TUESDAY/MAY 29
Storytime in the Park. 10:30 a.m. in Old Town

Square, 10415 North St., Fairfax. In association
with Fairfax County Public Library. Weather
permitting. Visit www.fairfaxva.gov for more.

“Genealogy In-Depth.” 7 p.m. in the large
meeting room of Burke Centre Library, 5935
Freds Oak Road, Burke. Beach Carré will finish
up his “Genealogy In-Depth” series. In keeping
with the centennial exploration of World War I,
he’ll cover military records, pension records, and
some odds and ends. Email
slawski_brian@yahoo.com or visit
www.burkehistoricalsociety.org.

THURSDAY/MAY 31-SATURDAY/JUNE 2
Summer Book Sale. Thursday, 1-3 p.m. (Friends’

members only – join at the door), 3 - 9 p.m.
open to all; Friday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Saturday, 10
a.m.-5 p.m. at Richard Byrd Library, 7250
Commerce St., Springfield. Get books for
summer reading at bargain prices. Thousands of
like new books. Funds raised support adult and
children’s programming at the Richard Byrd
Library. Admission is free. Call 703-451-8055 or
mail rbfriends@gmail.com



12  ❖  Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton Connection  ❖  May 24-30, 2018 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SPECIAL SAVINGS 


