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Attention Postmaster: 
Time sensitive material. 

Requested in home 6-1-18
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U.S. Postage
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Easton, MD
permit #322

Blue Firefight
News, Page 3

Woodson Girls’ 
Lax Wins Region 
Championship
Sports, Page 9

‘Great Performances’
Continue at Mason

News, Page 7

MOMIX, a troupe that fuses dance 
with illusion, will participate in Great 
Performances series at George Mason.
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Join us for our Second Saturday Art Walk from 6p-9p 
on the second Saturday of each month. It’s the perfect 
time to meet nearly 100 Resident and Arches Gallery 
Artists who create art in their studios and exhibit in our 
galleries. Enjoy thrilling performances of dance, cabaret, 
comedy, big band, jazz, and theater. Indulge in unique 
classes in the art of mixology or cuisines from around the 
world. And explore art exhibitions featuring the region’s 

All this excitement and more is tucked away at the 
Workhouse Arts Center, a 55-acre visual and performing 
arts center in Lorton, VA, located on the historic grounds 
of the former DC Correctional Facility at Lorton.

Wed-Sat 11a-6p, Sunday 12p-5p

W-5: Marni Maree
W-6: Marisela Rumberg
W-7: Winn Jones
W-8: Joan Ulrich
W-9: Rene Vincit
W-10: Fernando Osorio

June Featured Artists

WorkhouseArts.org
9518 Workhouse Way Lorton, VA 22079

News

Transportation Projects Moving Forward
Supervisor Dan Storck (D-Mt. Vernon) represented Fairfax County on the
Northern Virginia Transportation Authority’s (NVTA) Planning Coordina-
tion Advisory Committee (PCAC) last week.  “I had the pleasure of mov-
ing, or seconding, staff recommendations and PCAC support for a series
of motions recommending NVTA funding for our three Mount Vernon
District projects, as well as many others throughout the County.  Thank
you to those in our community who took the time to provide your com-
ments on NVTA funding for these important projects.  Thanks to you, the
NVTA received approximately 500 comments on the Richmond Highway
projects and now NVTA funding for these projects seems almost cer-
tain,” Supervisor Stork says.
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See Six,  Page 10

By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

D
emocrats are so eager to take
on two-term incumbent U.S.
Rep. Barbara Comstock (R-10)
that several of them actually

moved to the district specifically to run
against her. The field of six candidates vy-
ing to become the Democratic nominee on
June 12, has a wide range of experience
and expertise — people who have lived
there for decades and people who are new
to the neighborhood. Military vets and doc-
tors. People who have experience running
for office and people who were inspired to
run after the 2016 presidential election.

The stakes couldn’t be higher because this
congressional district is the hottest ticket
in Virginia, one of the hottest in the nation.

“The 10th is a district that Hillary Clinton
carried but has a Republican member of
Congress in Barbara Comstock, so it’s a high
level target for Democrats,” says Geoff
Skelley at the University of Virginia Center
for Politics. “Comstock will, to some degree,
probably be hanging on for dear life. She
may be able to pull it out. But at the same
time, we rate that race as a toss-up.”

Most of the candidates want to keep the
consumer protections created by the Dodd-
Frank Act, disagreeing with a bill cospon-
sored by U.S. Sen. Mark Warner (D-Va.) that
would reduce the number of banks that
have to comply with regulations many in
the industry consider burdensome. On the
issue of health care, several of the candi-
dates support a single public health system
that covers all residents funded by taxpay-
ers — an idea long supported by the liberal
wing of the party that remains divisive
among Democrats. Two of the candidates
are ready to move forward with impeach-
ment now while the others want to wait for
the investigation to conclude.

“There’ll be a ton of money in this race,”
says Skelley. “Comstock raised $5 million
last time, and there’s a decent chance she’ll
best that this year.”

In the order the candidates will appear
on the ballot:

Lindsey Davis Stover
A native of Humble, Texas, Stover, 39, is

partner in a consulting firm in Fairfax
County. She has a Bachelor of Arts in com-
munications and political science as well as
a Masters in Public Policy, both from Baylor
University, as well as a Masters in Public
Administration from the Harvard Kennedy
School. She spent time in the AmeriCorps
VISTA program then worked for U.S. Rep.
Chet Edwards (D-Texas) before taking a
position in the Obama administration work-
ing on veterans policy. She moved to the
10th Congressional District in 2011, when
she moved to McLean. She is a partner in
the consulting firm Edwards, Davis Stover
& Associates which provides outreach to
federal agencies and congress.

“I was raised by a single working mom
who worked really hard to make ends meet
for our family. In fact I actually got my first
job when I was 14, and got a job at my lo-
cal church,” says Stover. “My husband and
I are still paying off more than $80,000 of
student debt, and I’m running for Congress
because my story is not a unique story. There
are millions of Americans and many fami-
lies across our district who are working two
and three jobs and can still barely make
ends meet.”

She is in favor of moving forward with
impeachment proceedings, although she
says she wants to make sure the case is “air-
tight” before charges are brought in Con-
gress. She says the country should move
toward a single-payer health care system,
although she adds that she’d also like to look
at a Medicare-for-all system as well as other
proposals for a system that could not be
undermined by a future administration. She
supports the consumer protections in the
Dodd-Frank Act, and she disagrees with
Democrats who believe that the regulations
are overly burdensome on banks. If elected,
she says, she would work to support public
education and implement gun control.

“Our children are being murdered in our
school, and our country is failing them. And
we have to do more,” says Stover. “If you’re
too dangerous to board an airplane, you
should be too dangerous to walk into a gun
store and buy a gun. And I also believe that
the guns our soldiers use on the streets of
Baghdad shouldn’t be used on the streets
of our communities.”

Jennifer Wexton
A native of Washington D.C., Wexton, 49,

is a state Senator representing parts of
Loudoun and Fairfax as well as Leesburg.

She has a bachelor of arts in history and
economics from the University of Maryland
at College Park and a juris doctorate from
the College of William and Mary. She was
in private practice in Alexandria before join-
ing the office of the commonwealth’s attor-
ney in Loudoun. During her time as a pros-
ecutor, she prosecuted everything from reck-
less driving to first-degree murder. One case
that attracted national headlines involved
a woman who persuaded her boyfriend to
kill her father with a samurai sword.

Wexton moved to 10th Congressional Dis-
trict in 2004, when she worked in the
prosecutor’s office. Wexton is the only one
of the six to hold elected office.

“Congress has lost the bipartisan spirit of
cooperation to represent the people who
sent us here,” says Wexton. “For me and
what I’ve been able to accomplish in the
General Assembly, I see that there’s a lot
that we have in common and a lot of areas
where we can find common ground. But it
seems like in Congress they are more inter-
ested in shouting past each other than work-
ing together to get solutions.”

She is not yet in favor of moving forward
with impeachment, adding that her time as
a prosecutor taught her to collect facts and
evidence before applying the law.

She says the country should be “evolv-
ing” toward a single-payer health-care sys-
tem, although she says she’s not sure the
country is ready for that yet. On banking
reform, she says she would vote against
Warner’s bill although she adds some of the
regulations in Dodd-Frank are overly bur-
densome and she doesn’t want to choke
community lending for smaller borrowers.

If elected, she says, she would work for
more cooperation on health care as well as
gun safety legislation.

“The views of the majority of legislators

who have stymied any sort of gun safety
legislation in Congress are out of the main-
stream, even on things like universal back-
ground checks and closing the gun show
loophole,” says Wexton. “The people are go-
ing to speak about this, and I hope that we’ll
see some progress.”

Paul Pelletier
A native of Beverly, Mass., Pelletier, 61, is

a former federal prosecutor and adjunct
professor at Georgetown University Law
Center. He has a Bachelor of Science in eco-
nomics from Providence College in Rhode
Island and a Juris Doctorate from New En-
gland Law in Boston. After law school, he
had a trial court clerkship and an appellate
court clerkship before taking a job in the
tax division at the Department of Justice.
As a federal prosecutor, he went after ev-
erything from drug smuggling to health-
care fraud. His work against bank execu-
tives who helped crash the global economy
is featured in the 2017 book “The
Chickenshit Club.” He moved to the 10th
Congressional District last year specifically
to run against Comstock.

“I’m doing this because I care, and I be-
lieve I can make a difference,” says Pelletier.
“I’ve spent a career attacking and solving
big problems in a non-partisan and a bipar-
tisan way. I have found ways to not only
attack the immediate problem before me
but also see the big picture as to what is
the problem and how do we solve this big-
ger issue.”

He supports the House moving forward
with impeachment proceedings, and he says
he wants Trump to be accountable for his
actions. He describes the single-payer health
care system as the “gold standard,” but he
says he would work toward pragmatic
health-care solutions like driving down the
cost of health care. When asked about bank-
ing reform now being considered in Con-
gress, Pelletier says he disagrees with the
effort to roll back consumer protections in
the Dodd-Frank Act. If elected, he says, he
would work to restore the insurance man-
date under the Affordable Care Act that was
overturned by Trump and amend the tax
reform effort to allow deductions of state
and local taxes. He says he would also work
to remove guns from the hands of danger-
ous people.

“The most important thing that I would
absolutely fight like crazy to do is to pass
legislation to ban assault weapons, like we
used to have in the 1990s,” says Pelletier.
“We need common sense legislation like
expanded background checks and outlaw-
ing bump stocks.”

Alison Friedman
A native of Takoma Park, Md., Friedman,

39, is a former Obama administration offi-
cial. She has a Bachelor of Arts in political

Six Democrats vying for Democratic nomination
to face Barbara Comstock in November.Blue Firefight

Julia BigginsAlison Friedman Dan Helmer

Paul PelletierLindsey Davis Stover Jennifer Wexton
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science from Stanford University and an execu-
tive master of business administration from Oxford
University. She served as national director of stu-
dents for Gore during the 2000 presidential cam-
paign before becoming a legislative and program co-
ordinator for People for the American Way. She
worked for U.S. Rep. Jane Harman (D-Calif.) before
founding the nonprofit organization known as Alli-
ance to Stop Slavery and End Trafficking. During
the Obama administration, she served as deputy di-
rector for the Office to Monitor and Combat Traf-
ficking in Persons and later helped establish a pub-
lic-private partnership known as the Global Fund to
End Slavery. She moved to the 10th Congressional
District last year for a number of reasons, one of
which was running against Comstock.

“I’ve spent my career standing up to abuses of
power,” says Friedman. “And now we have an
epitome of one in the White House, who is being
enabled by my representative. And I can’t do noth-
ing.”

She says she’s not yet ready to move forward with
impeaching President Trump, although she adds “no-
body wants this president out of office more than I
do.” On health care, says she wants to improve the
Affordable Care Act rather than pursue a single-payer
health-care system. When asked about banking re-
form now being advocated in Congress, she says she
would keep the consumer protections created by the
Dodd-Frank Act. If elected, she says, she would work
to improve affordability and accessibility of health
care as well as tax reform and infrastructure needs.

“You can’t knock on a door or go to an event in
Northern Virginia or the Shenandoah Valley with-
out hearing horror stories about commutes,” says
Friedman. “And that’s one place where my record of
taking on big issues that are mired in bureaucracy
and actually driving to solutions that make people’s
lives better on the ground will be really valuable.”

Dan Helmer
A native of New Brunswick, N.J., Helmer, 36, is

an Army veteran and management consultant. He
has a Bachelor of Science in history and Arabic from
West Point. After graduating, he served a tour in Iraq
and then became a Rhodes Scholar at University of
Oxford, where he earned a master’s degree in phi-
losophy and international relations. He served 11
years of active duty in the military, including tours
in Iraq, Afghanistan and Korea. In the private sec-
tor, he worked with the Boston Consulting Group,
where he helped U.S. manufacturers, and he remains
in the Army Reserves. He was recruited to run for
Congress by a Boston-based group known as New
Politics. He moved to the 10th Congressional Dis-
trict in 2013, when the Army stationed him in North-
ern Virginia.

“This is a country that welcomed my family when
they were immigrants and refugees — my dad is an
immigrant, and my grandparents are Holocaust sur-
vivors,” says Helmer. “I’ve always felt a deep desire
to defend the country that gave my family a shot at
the American dream, and the dysfunction and ha-
tred in Washington is the greatest danger to other
Americans continuing to have a shot at that Ameri-
can dream.”

He supports impeaching President Trump. On the
issue of health care he says he supports a “Medicare
for all” option that would allow Americans to opt
into Medicare if they choose. On banking reform now

being considered in Congress, he says he would have
to spend more time studying it before committing
one way or another. If elected, he says, he would work
to enact gun safety legislation.

“I’ve carried assault rifles in Iraq and Afghanistan,
and I’ve seen the consequences of Washington cow-
ardice in terms of a war of choice in which I’ve lost
friends,” says Helmer. “Now I think we’re seeing the
consequences of cowardice here at home, where both
in Richmond and in Washington we’ve seen time and
again Republicans and Democrats fail to pass mean-
ingful gun safety legislation. I look forward to work-
ing diligently in Congress to fight back against the
NRA and the gun lobby and pass meaningful gun leg-
islation reforms.”

Julia Biggins
A native of Joliet, Ill., Biggins, 41, is the a medical

researcher. She has a bachelor of science in microbi-
ology from the University of Illinois at Champagne
and a doctorate in molecular virology from Baylor
College of Medicine. After graduate school, she took
a job as a contractor at the United States Army Medi-
cal Institute for Infectious Disease at Fort Detrick,
where she worked on a team that developed vaccines
and therapies for the Ebola virus. She moved to the
10th Congressional District last summer. She is cur-
rently the assistant director for in vivo research
against viral and bacterial pathogens at Integrated
Biotherapeutics in Rockville, Md.

“This is not something I thought I would ever be
doing prior to the election in 2016, and then I started
really paying attention and being concerned,” says
Biggins. “In the scientific community, I don’t think
we ever thought we’d have to stand up and defend
science. So I felt like this was something I needed to
set my research aside and stand up to protect science
and help make change in the country.”

She does not support impeaching President Trump
at this time, adding that she wants the investigation
to run its course. She is in favor of a single-payer
health-care system, adding that she would like to see
an overhaul of the system rather than patching up
the Affordable Care Act. When asked about banking
reform now being considered in Congress, she says
she would keep the consumer protections created by
the Dodd-Frank Act. If elected, she says, she would
use her expertise to reform the healthcare system and
overturn the ban on federal funding for gun violence
research. She also wants to focus on education.

“The way that we fund education needs to be
improved since it’s based on our property taxes,
and that leads to inequality,” says Biggins. “I would
like to see more money coming from the federal
government to education so that we can ensure all
kids, regardless of where they live, have that foot
in the door.”

Six Vying for Nomination
“The 10th is a district that
Hillary Clinton carried but
has a Republican member
of Congress in Barbara
Comstock, so it’s a high
level target for Democrats.”

—Geoff Skelley,
University of Virginia Center for Politics

Marco’s Pizza, known for its
fresh ingredients, secret sauce
recipe and dough made in-
store daily, announced it will
open at 9027 Silverbrook Rd.
in Fairfax Station, adding up to
30 jobs to the local economy.

“Pizza lovers in Fairfax will
quickly find out that we’re sub-
stantially different than your
typical pizza chain,” said Troy
Blanton, co-owner of the
Fairfax location. “We were at-
tracted to the Marco’s brand
because it was founded on Ital-
ian freshness and quality stan-
dards, making it stand out from
all other well-known brands.
Our ingredients are genuinely
fresh and truly craveable. My
wife, Alpa Patel, and I are
proud to open a Marco’s Pizza
and offer such a quality prod-

uct to our neighbors in Fairfax.”
The menu at Marco’s Pizza of

Fairfax Station will feature a
mix of classic artisan pizzas and
innovative specialty pizzas like
the White Cheezy, Deluxe and
Chicken Fresco, along with a
variety of salads with croutons
made daily. Customers can also
choose from wholesome subs
on rustic wheat or Italian white
bread, hearth baked for authen-
tic European flavor, along with
creations like the Meatball
Bake, Chicken Dippers and
Cheezy Bread.

With carryout, delivery, dine-
in and online ordering services,
Marco’s offers the convenience
of picking up a quick meal or
the enjoyment of sitting down
at genuine, family-style restau-
rant.

Marco’s Pizza Fairfax Station location is owned and
operated by local husband and wife team, Troy
Blanton and Alpa Patel.
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Marco’s Pizza Opens
In Fairfax Station

On Tuesday, May 29, Governor
Ralph Northam signed Del. Eileen
Filler-Corn’s (D-41) car seat safety
bill, HB 708. This law will prohibit
child restraint devices (car seats)
from being forward-facing until, at
least, the child reaches two years
of age or until the child reaches
the minimum weight limit for a
forward-facing child restraint de-
vice as prescribed by the manufac-
turer of the device. The bill will
also expand the reasons that a
physician may determine when it
is impractical for a child to use a
rear-facing child restraint system
due to the child’s height.

“My entire career has been fo-
cused on making people’s lives

safer. This bill achieves that goal
and it advocates for a group of
vulnerable Virginians who cannot
make decisions for themselves,
Virginia’s infants and toddlers,”
said Filler-Corn. “If we actually
have data and statistics showing
that rear-facing car seats can save
lives and prevent injury, then as a
member of the House of Delegates,
I see it as our duty to pass legisla-
tion that will help ensure the
safety of all our constituents, in
this case, our most vulnerable con-
stituents, our children.”

HB 708 passed out of the House
and Senate with bipartisan sup-
port. It has a delayed enactment
date of July 1, 2019.

Governor Northam Signes Del.
Filler-Corn’s Car Seat Safety Bill
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-214-8384

From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

bb
To Advertise Your

Community of Worship,
Call 703-778-9418

Worship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sun. Evening – Realtime Worship & Youth 6 PM
Family Night – Wednesday 7:15 PM

Home Life Groups, College/Young Adult
Ministries, and Living Free Support Groups

Visit our Website: jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

“Loving People to Life”

• Family & Pediatric Vision Care
• Comprehensive Eye Exams • Treatment of Eye Diseases

• 21 years Naval Service, 6 years Active Duty
• Laser Vision Consultants • Over a thousand frames in stock
• We carry all major brands of contact lenses  • In-house lab

DR. GENE SWEETNAM
DR. GRACE CHANG

O P T O M E T R I S T S

5206A Rolling Rd.
Burke Professional Center

Burke, VA 22015
703-425-2000

Most Insurances Accepted:
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Care First, Medicare, Tricare In-network Doctor,
Cigna, DavisVision, Vision One Discount, Avesis, Aetna HMO/PPO/POS, PHCS,
VSP®  Network Doctor, EyeMed Vision Care, United Healthcare, VA Medicaid

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION

www.drsweetnam.com • www.sightforvision.com

STAFFORD-QUANTICO HIRING EVENT
Tuesday, June 5, 3 PM-7 PM

Cyber, TS/SCI, CI/full poly, welcome! 
HOSTED BY DAWSON AT HAMPTON INN

2925 Jefferson Davis Hwy, Stafford, VA  22554  (Min. from Quantico)
Interested in exciting work with a Native Hawaiian Organization that brings the spirit of 

Aloha to our employees and puts the DAWSON “Ohana” first? DAWSON & JOBZONE will 
be hosting an Open House/Job Fair for meeting and greeting prospective candidates for 
interviewing.  Dawson will be seeking candidates to fill several contracts. Highlights of 
positions include: security and defense counterintelligence (CI) support, Cyber Threat 

Analysts, CI Cyber Threat Technical Analysts, CI Digital Forensics Examiner, 
TSCM/TEMPEST experience, PLUS.  All candidates must have at a minimum TS/SCI. 

REGISTER AND POST/LINK RESUME – https://www.jobzoneonline.com/job-seekers.aspx
For advanced consideration for an interview, submit resume by email to

janet.giles@jobzoneonline.com and lphillips@dawson8a.com

lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find
the way. 2. not appreciated
or understood. 3. no longer

owned or known

Adopt
Donate

Volunteer
Volunteers needed for

adoption events,
fostering,

transportation,
adoption center

caretaking and more.

News

The 1980s cover band, “The
Reagan Years,” had the crowd danc-
ing and singing along to the music,

Residents of all ages enjoyed listening to the band in Old
Town Square in Fairfax.

‘The Reagan Years’ Rock the Block
last Friday night, May 25. It per-
formed in Old Town Square for the
first Rock the Block of 2018.
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Opinion

By Gerald E.

Connolly

U.S. Representative

(D-11)

F
a m i l i e s
t h r o u g h
out our
c o m m u -

nity have been shaken
by the recent rise in gang activity
across the Washington region. This
is a serious issue that must be ad-
dressed with collaboration and
cooperation from all levels of gov-
ernment. We know the problem,
and now we must find the right
solution.

Fairfax County offers a model for
what our country can do to fight

gang violence.
When I was
chairman of
the Fairfax

County Board of Supervisors, we
worked with local law enforce-
ment, the business community,
and the faith and civic communi-
ties to reduce gang crime and gang
association. We hired the county’s
first gang prevention coordinator
and started tattoo and graffiti re-
moval initiatives. We collaborated
with the Boys and Girls Clubs to
launch the “Join a Club, Not a
Gang” campaign, and expanded
after school programs to all 26 of

our middle schools. And
we reached out to par-
ents to help them under-
stand the signs of gang
involvement. Thanks to
this collaboration, the
number of teenagers in-
volved in gang activity
declined by 50 percent
and the crime rate fell to

a 32-year low. Fairfax County re-
mains the safest jurisdiction of its
size in the United States.

I brought that local government
experience with me to Congress
and on a bipartisan basis, I worked
with former U.S. Rep. Frank Wolf
to secure federal funding for the
Northern Virginia Regional Gang
Task Force (NVRGTF). In fact, I
offered the last earmark for the
NVRGTF before the House Major-
ity abolished earmarks, stripping
the task force of its federal fund-
ing.

The best thing we can do is re-
sume funding for regional task
forces that focus on gang preven-
tion, intervention, and suppression
in our communities. It is not
enough to fund programs and or-
ganizations that focus solely on
prosecuting gang members after
their crimes have been committed.
We must take a well-rounded, ho-
listic approach to community
safety by restoring the federal

government’s commitment to pre-
venting these crimes from ever
being committed in the first place.

We know that collaborative pro-
grams like the Task Force work.
Regional task forces provide local
governments and law enforcement
bodies with unified organizations
that span jurisdictional boundaries
and allow for streamlined input
from various stakeholders across
a community. That is why, recently,
I introduced the Preventing Gang
Violence Act, legislation that will
increase funding for competitive
and evidence-based programs to
reduce gang violence by $18 mil-
lion.

This bipartisan legislation builds
upon our success in Fairfax County
by providing community-based
violence prevention grants to ef-
fective regional task forces across
the country.

Grant applications would be
evaluated based on a number of
factors, including an applicant’s
record of implementing best prac-
tices in gang violence prevention,
evidence of collaboration between
relevant stakeholders, an effective
grant implementation plan, and
plans for evaluating results.

In addition to its bipartisan sup-
port in Congress, this proposal has
the support of a diverse set of ex-
pert organizations, including the

National Alliance of Gang Investi-
gators Associations (NAGIA) and
the Coalition for Juvenile Justice
(CJJ). As NAGIA notes, this legis-
lation “recognizes that communi-
ties must be equipped with preven-
tion programs to keep their chil-
dren from joining gangs.” And CJJ
makes clear that the bill brings a
“community-based approach to
bear on our nation’s gang violence
problem.”

Some, most notably the Presi-
dent, would have you think
America must shut its borders.
That you cannot allow immigrants
into our country and maintain se-
curity.

We know this is a false choice,
and runs contrary to the American
and Fairfax experience. I’ve re-
jected the ant-immigrant propos-
als pushed by the Administration,
including its unconstitutional
travel ban. Our immigrant com-
munities contribute so much to the
fabric of life in Northern Virginia.
We shouldn’t drive them into the
shadows.

An ounce of prevention is worth
a pound of cure.

Fairfax County has made
progress, but we need the Federal
Government to remain a partner.
The Gang Violence Prevention Act
is a down payment on making our
communities safer.

Preventing Gang Violence

Commentary

By Kenneth R.

“Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

R
eading another
column about
the failure of

the Virginia General As-
sembly to expand Med-
icaid may be as painful for you to
read as it is for me to write. I know
I have been predicting for months
that a biennial budget would be
passed for the Commonwealth and

that it would
include an ex-
pansion of
health care

coverage for those who are not
now eligible for Medicaid. Ner-
vously I stand by that prediction.
Even the Majority Leader of the
Senate whose members have been
holding up the budget in opposi-
tion to Medicaid expansion has
been quoted in news account that
a budget will be passed and that
it will include Medicaid expansion.
So, what is the problem? And as
many constituents ask me, what
is the hold up?

Historically, biennial budgets for

the state have passed by
near-unanimous num-
bers. Not everyone has
agreed with every num-
ber or every provision of
the budget; the docu-
ment is always a bundle
of compromises that sat-
isfies as many people as

possible when there are always
strict limitations on resources.
Ironically, the addition of an ex-
panded Medicaid budget brings
hundreds of million dollars to the
budget and frees up hundreds of
millions of dollars that can be used
for education and other needs. By
not adopting an expanded pro-
gram of Medicaid, Virginia has
foregone about ten billion dollars
of federal money that required no
state match. The funds coming to
Virginia would not add to the na-
tional debt because of the tax
funding included in the Affordable
Care Act to support the program.

But I have explained the eco-
nomics of the program in many
past columns. It is a good deal for
the state and a wonderful expan-
sion of health care to those who
are most in need. What is the hold

up? Many of you have already fig-
ured out that it is the politics of
the issue. For many years it was
opposition to anything that had to
do with Obamacare. The former
President has gone on to another
career, but there have been many
unsuccessful attempts in the Con-
gress to undo his legacy as it re-
lates to health care. For those who
were part of the opposition to the
expansion for many years there
may be a problem pivoting to sup-
porting it even if there are thou-
sands of constituents who would
benefit in better health care from
it. For an even more conservative
constituent waiting in the wings
to challenge the legislator in a pri-

mary there is an opportunity to
accuse the incumbent of flip-flop-
ping on the issue.

House of Delegates members
had a “refreshing” meeting with
their voters last November. Some
of the strongest incumbent oppo-
nents to Medicaid expansion lost
their seats. A majority of the newly
elected House voted weeks ago to
pass the budget with Medicaid
expansion in it. A majority of sena-
tors support it and should be al-
lowed to vote. Those who do not
can explain their position to vot-
ers in the next election cycle lead-
ing up to the election in Novem-
ber 2019. I hope I do not have to
explain this one more time.

One More Time

Commentary

Send Father’s Day Photos
Father’s Day is Sunday, June 17, and once again this newspaper will

publish a gallery of Father’s Day photos.
Every year at this time, we put out the call for photographs of fathers

and their children, grandfathers and their children and grandchildren.
Send in photos with the following information: the town where you live,

the names of everyone in the picture, the approximate date the picture was
taken, the ages of the children and a sentence or two about what is hap-
pening and where the photograph was taken. Be sure to tell us your town
name and neighborhood. Photos are due by June 12. You can submit your
photos online at www.connectionnewspapers.com/fathersday. You can also
email photos to editors@connectionnewspapers.com.
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REGISTER
NOW!

Find Your Children Safe & Sound

KIDDIE COUNTRY
DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER

OUTSTANDING SCHOOL YEAR AND SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS
Designed to provide a complete, happy, safe learning environment

in harmony with the needs of the child.

CHILDREN AGES 2-5
Full (6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.) and half day (9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) programs

SPECIAL FEATURES
Developmental Curriculum • Degreed Teachers • Registered Nurse • Music Director • Nutritious

Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks • Heated Swimming Pools • Spacious Shaded Playgrounds
• Planned Orientations and Presentations for Parents • State Licensed

KIDDIE COUNTRY
9601 Old Keene Mill Rd.

Burke, Virginia 22015
703-644-0066

Come See Our
Award-Winning Facility!

Winner of American Institute
of Architects Award

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM AGES SIX TO ELEVEN YEARS
Program is organized into weekly themes packed with FANTASTIC FIELD TRIPS, A
SENSATIONAL OVERNIGHT CAMP OUT, DAILY SWIMMING, SPORTS, DANCING,
MUSIC, AND AN END OF THE SUMMER “SMASH” MUSICAL PRODUCTION BY

OUR CAMPERS FOR THEIR FAMILIES.

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
AGES FIVE-ELEVEN YEARS

 GRADES K-6
Transportation provided to Terra Centre,

Fairview, White Oaks, Orange Hunt, Sangster,
Hunt Valley and Cherry Run Elementary Schools.

Emphasis on special events, sports, time for
homework, and student’s choice of activities.

KINDERGARTEN
Fall 2018/2019

Two Virginia certified teachers per classroom.
Program emphasizes language arts, math,
computer literacy, science, social studies,

social development, art, music and physical
development.

www.kiddiecountry.com

Burke, Springfield,
Fairfax, Lorton
Fairfax Station

Licensed Realtor 29 Years

Fairfax $544,950
Open Sunday 6/3 1-3

Totally remodeled colonial w/ 
3 finished lvls, 4 spacious BR, 
gorgeous remodeled baths w/ 
granite, porcelain & marble, new 
quality carpet, fresh paint, hrdwd 
flrs, new kit w/ SS appl, granite 
cntrs & glass backsplash, frplc, deck, 
new HVAC, vinyl windows & more.

Fairfax Sta/South Run $849,950
Spectacular Lot w/ Parkland View
Beautifully updated colonial w/ 5BR, 
3.5BA, eat-in kit w/ granite cntrs 
& SS appliances, hrdwd floors on 2 
lvls, deck, patio, 2 frplcs, loaded w/ 
elegant moldings & custom built-ins, 
fin walkout bsmt, skylts, spacious 
MBR w/ walk-in closet w/ organizers, 
tankless water htr & more.

Springfield $2,700
West Springfield HS District

Large colonial w/ 3000 sq ft, 5BR, 
3.5BA, deck, fenced yard, eat-in 
kitchen w/ gas cooking, stone 
frplc, high clngs, crown moldings, 
finished walkout basement, fresh 
paint, owner will consider a pet 
case by case, avail late May &  1-5 
year lease is  possible.

Fairfax Station $624,950
South Run Oaks Community

Sunny open floor plan w/ dramatic 
2 story familyrm w/ skylts, elegant 
DR w/ high clngs, updated kit w/ 
SS appl & granite cntrs, hrdwd 
flrs main & upper lvl, large flat 
& fenced yard, deck, fin bsmt w/ 
recreation rm w/ wet bar & spa w/ 
sauna,  jetted tub & sep shower.

FO
R

RENT

Burke/Longwood Knolls $699,950
Remodeled Kitchen & Baths

Stunning eat-in kit w/ white cabinets 
w/ slide out trash can, 2 sinks, 
granite cntrs & SS appl, hrdwd floors, 
gorgeous MBA w/ 2 sinks, jetted tub 
& oversized shower, dramatic vaulted 
clngs in MBR & LVRM, fresh paint, 
new windows, sprinkler sys, deck, 
fenced yard, quiet cul-de-sac & more.
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By David Siegel

The Connection

S
ince opening in 1990, the
Center for the Arts (CFA)
has provided the highest-

quality, diverse entertainment “for
about 5.4 million people,” Rick
Davis, Dean, College of Visual and
Performing Arts, George Mason
University, recently said.

Over the past twenty-seven sea-
sons, the CFA has brought world-
class performers to the George
Mason University campus so the
arts can become an integral part
of student life and to advance the
Center for the Arts as one of the
premier performing arts venues in
the Northern Virginia community.

“We are thrilled to be able to
continue offering the best of the
performing arts in Northern Vir-
ginia,” said Thomas Reynolds, Di-
rector of Artistic Programming at
George Mason University’s College
of Visual and Performing Arts In
announcing the 2018-2019 “Great
Performances at Mason” season.

The upcoming season of “Great
Performances” will include 41 per-
formances in a season that runs
from September 2018 to May
2019. Performances will feature
leading national and international
artists performing classical music,
opera, jazz, ballet and modern
dance, theater, and world music
and arts.  Reynolds noted that the
new CFA season has a first-ever
“Family Series” with entertain-
ment for children and families.

Selected highlights of the up-
coming “Great Performances” sea-
son include: an evening of swing-
ing jazz-pop music with multi-
Grammy Award®-winning The
Manhattan Transfer, as part the
annual ARTS by George! benefit;
the internationally renowned
Czech National Symphony Orches-

tra in a program celebrating
Leonard Bernstein;  MOMIX, a
troupe that fuses dance with illu-
sion, and a Northern Virginia fa-
vorite, the Mark Morris Dance
Group.

There will be music and dance
by the Havana Cuba All-Stars; gos-
pel music performances by Soweto
Gospel Choir from South Africa, as
well as touring adaptations of
“Steel Magnolias” by L.A. Theatre
Works and “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream” by Aquila Theatre.

Jeffrey Siegel returns with ”Key-
board Conversation,” and the Vir-
ginia Opera with four operas in-
cluding “Don Giovanni” and
“Madama Butterfly.”  Returning for
the Holiday season will be the vo-
cal ensemble Chanticleer, the
Vienna Boys Choir and the Cana-
dian Brass quintet.

Something new will be the
Henry Mancini Institute Orchestra
with “The Pink Panther in Con-
cert,” performing the full movie
score live and acrobats and aeri-
alists from Cirque Mechanics.

“The Center for the Arts has long
strived to enhance the lives of
Northern Virginia residents by pre-
senting performances that engage,
enliven, and entertain,” added
Reynolds.  “Our mission is to make
the arts an inescapable presence
in the life of our community.”

Soweto Gospel Choir will present gospel music from
South Africa.

‘Great Performances’
Continue at Mason
New season announced with return-
ing favorites and new performers.

Where and when
“Great Performances at Mason,” at

Center for the Arts’ Concert Hall, 4373
Mason Pond Drive, Fairfax. Detailed in-
formation including the entire season of
performances and ticket prices at https:/
/cfa.gmu.edu. Season subscriptions are
now on sale at https://cfa.gmu.edu/
tickets/subscriptions/ or by phone at
703-993-2787. Single tickets will go on
sale Wednesday, Aug. 1.  Single ticket
prices vary per performance. Single tick-
ets will be available for purchase by
phone at 888-945-2468, or visit
www.cfa.gmu.edu.
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See Calendar,  Page 10

Submit entertainment announce-
ments at
www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
Art Exhibit: House, Sky and Abyss.

Through June 24, gallery hours at
Workhouse Arts Center’s Vulcan
Muse Gallery, 1st Floor, 9518
Workhouse Road, Lorton. House, Sky
and Abyss is a solo exhibition
featuring Gerardo Camargo
chronicling the relationship between
natural environment and social
constructs. Visit
www.workhousearts.org.

Art Exhibit: Candy for the Eye,
Food for the Soul. Through July 8,
gallery hours at Workhouse Arts
Center’s Warrior Way Gallery, 1st
Floor, 9518 Workhouse Road, Lorton.
Gene Moty, a retired Air Force
officer, creates contemplative,
whimsical paintings using traditional
materials. Visit
www.workhousearts.org.

The Sunday Farmers’ Market.
Through Oct. 21, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at
10500 Page Ave., Fairfax — one
block from West and Main streets
behind the Wells Fargo Bank and
adjacent to the Historic Fairfax
County Courthouse. Visit
www.fairfaxsundaymarket.com.

Saturday Community Farmers’
Market. Through Oct. 27, 8 a.m.-1
p.m. at 10500 Page Ave., Fairfax —
one block from West and Main
streets behind the Wells Fargo Bank
and adjacent to the Historic Fairfax
County Courthouse. Visit
www.fairfaxsaturdaymarket.com.

Farmers Market. Saturdays, 10 a.m.-2
p.m. at Springfield Town Center.
6699 Spring Mall Drive, Springfield.
Visit www.facebook.com/
SpringfieldFoodworks/.

Second Saturdays. 6-9 p.m. at the
Workhouse Arts Center, 9518
Workhouse Road, Lorton. The
Second Saturday Art Walk is the
perfect time to meet nearly 85
Resident and Associate Artists,
creating art in the studios or
exhibiting in our galleries.
Experience performances of dance,
cabaret, comedy, big band, jazz, and
theater. Indulge in classes in the art
of mixology or cuisines from around
the globe. Enjoy art exhibitions in
nine galleries of the region’s finest
sculpture, painting, glass, ceramics,
and fiber art works. Visit
www.workhousearts.org/.

Senior Line Dancing. Mondays, 1
p.m.; Fridays, 10-11:30 a.m. at Little
RIver Glen Senior Center, 4001
Barker Court, Fairfax. Line Dancing is
a gentle, social form of aerobic
activity. Studies have shown it aids in
warding off Alzheimer’s disease. No
previous experience needed. Cost: $5
per 8-week session. Email
barbriba@hotmail.com or call 703-
524-3739.

Fairfax Pets on Wheels New
Volunteer Orientation. An
orientation for new volunteers
interested in visiting residents of
nursing homes and assisted living
facilities with their approved pets
through the Fairfax Pets On Wheels
program is held the first Wednesday
of every month starting at 7:30 p.m.
Visit www.fpow.org for each month’s
location. Prior to attending, please
complete the online application
found at www.fpow.org/volunteer.
www.fpow.org, 703-324-5424 or
dfspetsonwheels@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Carolina Shag. Wednesdays, 6:30-10
p.m. at Arlington/Fairfax Elks Lodge,
8421 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax. Free
lessons at 7:30 p.m. No partners
needed. Dinner menu. $8. Under 21
free. nvshag.org.

FUN-Exercise Thursdays, noon-12:50
p.m. at Grace Presbyterian Church
Family Room, 7434 Bath St.,
Springfield. Inova certified exercise

instructor leads a moderate level
exercise class with music and current
events conversation. Muscle, Balance,
Strength Training using stretch bands
and weights both standing and
seated exercises. Instructor donation
is $5. moorefitt@yahoo.com or 703-
499-6133.

Exercise Program Mondays and
Fridays at 9:30 a.m. year-round at
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 5114
Twinbrook Road, Fairfax. The
exercises are for strength, balance
and maintaining limberness. Contact
SCFB office at 703-426-2824 for
more information.

Cafe Ivrit (Hebrew Cafe).
Wednesdays. 8:15-9:15 a.m. Jewish
Community Center of Northern
Virginia, 8900 Little River Turnpike,
Fairfax. Shalom (hello) Did you
always want to converse in Hebrew?
Join Na’ama each week for
conversational Hebrew. You will
learn and practice Hebrew in a fun
and interactive way while learning
more about Israel. Free, however we
ask that you try to attend regularly.
RSVP Naama.Gold@jccnv.org.

Smoke Free Bingo. 7 p.m. Every
Friday. Fairfax Volunteer Fire
Department, 4081 University Drive,
Fairfax. Free coffee, entertaining
callers, $1,000 jackpot (with breaks
for smoking friends).
www.fairfaxvd.com. 703-273-3638.

English Conversation Groups
weekly at George Mason, Burke
Centre, and Lorton Libraries Practice
and improve your English. Day and
start times vary. Visit:
va.evanced.info/fairfaxcounty/lib/
eventcalendar.asp

Funday Monday 10:30 a.m., every
Monday at Old Town Hall, 3999
University Drive, Fairfax. There will
be music, movement, storytelling,
performances, crafts, and more. It is
open to children of all ages, however
especially for those who haven’t yet
started school.

Programs are free and open to the
public, donations are gratefully
appreciated. There is ample free
parking in the downtown area, and
stroller access at the rear of Old
Town Hall on Main St. 703-385-7858
www.fairfaxva.gov/culturalarts.

THURSDAY/MAY 31-SATURDAY/JUNE 2
Summer Book Sale. Thursday, 1-3

p.m. (Friends’ members only – join at
the door), 3 - 9 p.m. open to all;
Friday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Saturday, 10
a.m.-5 p.m. at Richard Byrd Library,

7250 Commerce St., Springfield. Get
books for summer reading at bargain
prices.

Thousands of like new books. Funds
raised support adult and children’s
programming at the Richard Byrd
Library. Admission is free. Call 703-
451-8055 or mail
rbfriends@gmail.com

FRIDAY/JUNE 1
Old Town Village Performances:

Fairfax Saxophone Quartet. 7-8
p.m. at Old Town Plaza, 3955 Chain
Bridge Road, Fairfax. The weekend
starts here – Friday night on the Old
Town Village Plaza – music and
dance to relax by. Fridays, June-
September, weather permitting.
Performances are free. Call 703-385-
7858 or visit
www.oldtownplazafairfax.com for
more.

B-I-N-G-O. 7 p.m. at Fire Station 3,
4081 University Drive, Fairfax. Enjoy
free coffee, entertaining callers, a
friendly atmosphere, $1,000
guaranteed jackpot, treasure chest
progressive raffles, and good food
available for purchase. All proceeds
go to purchasing fire and rescue
equipment. Visit www.fairfaxvfd.com
or call 703-273-3638 for more.

JUNE 1-16
“California Suite.” Thursday-

Saturday, 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, 2 p.m.
at James Lee Community Center
Theater, 2855 Annandale Road, Falls
Church. The Providence players
conclude their 20th anniversary
season with the Neil Simon comedy,
“California Suite,” Simon’s humorous
confection in four separate comedy
playlets with one common thread.
Four couples from different cities
travel to California over the course of
a year and stay in the same Beverly
Hills Hotel suite, bringing their
problems, anxieties and comic
marital dilemmas with them. Adults,
$20; students/seniors, $17. All
seating is reserved. Call 703-425-
6782 or visit
www.providenceplayers.org for
more.

SATURDAY/JUNE 2
Springfield Days. Springfield Days, a

community-wide weekend-long
celebration has been the unofficial

Entertainment

Liz Mykietyn as Millie Michaels and Dave Wright as
Marvin Michaels in the Providence Players production
of the Neil Simon comedy “California Suite.”

‘California Suite’
The Providence players conclude their 20th anniversary season with the Neil

Simon comedy, “California Suite,” Simon’s humorous confection in four separate
comedy playlets with one common thread. Four couples from different cities travel
to California over the course of a year and stay in the same Beverly Hills Hotel suite,
bringing their problems, anxieties and comic marital dilemmas with them. On stage
June 1-16; Thursday-Saturday, 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, 2 p.m. at James Lee Commu-
nity Center Theater, 2855 Annandale Road, Falls Church. Adults, $20; students/
seniors, $17. All seating is reserved. Call 703-425-6782 or visit
www.providenceplayers.org for more.
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

W
hen asked about Logan
Dougherty, Woodson girls’ la-
crosse coach Bill Lewis said the

senior attacker is a “player that doesn’t need
to score goals for us to win games.”

Dougherty, the 2018 Patriot District Player
of the Year, is Woodson’s all-time leading
point scorer. This season, she’s done most
of her damage as a distributor, dishing out
assists while the Cavaliers captured a dis-
trict title and went undefeated against pub-
lic school competition en route to Tuesday’s
Region 6C championship game matchup
against West Potomac.

Woodson is hard enough to beat with
Dougherty passing to her teammates. So,
when No. 5 lit up West Potomac for nine
goals on Tuesday night, the Cavaliers were
pretty much invincible.

Woodson dominated the final 28 minutes
and captured the Region 6C championship
with a 26-9 victory over West Potomac on
May 29 at Woodson High School.

Dougherty, who will play college lacrosse
at West Point, added three assists as the
Cavaliers steamrolled their way to their
15th win in their last 16 games.

“[Dougherty] is amazing,” said Lewis,
who is in his third season as Woodson head
coach. “I can’t say enough of what she does
for us. … She comes up big in big games.
Since I’ve been here, she’s always been huge
in big moments.”

Dougherty scored six goals in the first
half, helping Woodson build a 13-7 lead at
the midway point. Her ninth goal gave the
Cavaliers a 22-8 advantage with less than
13 minutes remaining.

“I just do whatever the team needs me to
do,” Dougherty said. “If that’s assists, it’s

assists. If it’s goals, it’s goals. I just see what
the defense is giving me, take what they
give me and make adjustments based on
what they’re giving me.”

While the game ended in a blowout, West
Potomac made things tough on Woodson
early. The Wolverines twice held one-goal
leads in the opening minutes and trailed
by just one late in the first half, when a goal
by Clare Madden cut the West Potomac defi-
cit to 8-7 with 3:10 on the clock.

That’s when Woodson took over, closing
the half on a 5-0 run. Sophomore midfielder
Margaret Stephan scored the Cavaliers’ fi-
nal goal of the half with one second remain-
ing after catching a long pass from senior
defender Rachel Williams.

Woodson dominated the second half,
outscoring West Potomac 13-2.

Lewis said the Cavaliers switched from
an aggressive, double-teaming defense to
man-to-man and made an adjustment with
the draw. The result was Woodson scoring
18 of the game’s final 20 goals.

“Once we got those things going,” he said,
“the offense just [followed].”

Stephan finished with six goals for the
Cavaliers. Senior midfielder Natalie Gates
totaled five goals and junior attacker Carlie
Hartung had three.

Woodson secured a state tournament
berth with a 23-2 win over T.C. Williams in
the region semifinals on May 25. It’s the
Cavaliers’ second trip to states in three sea-
sons under Lewis. Woodson reached the
state final in 2016, losing to undefeated
Robinson 13-9.

“A lot of us have been there before and
we know how it feels to come up short,”
Gates said, “so it’s just all-in for the next
two weeks to try and … be (one of) the last
two (teams) playing.”

Next up for Woodson is a matchup with
Herndon in the state quarterfinals either
Friday or Saturday. For now, the Cavaliers
can enjoy their region championship.

“It’s pretty awesome,” Gates said. “… [T]o
finally do it, it’s just overcoming all the ob-
stacles for the past couple years.”

Woodson senior Logan Dougherty, left, scored nine goals and had three
assists against West Potomac on Tuesday.

Woodson Girls’ Lax Wins
Region Championship
Senior attacker Logan
Dougherty scores
nine goals in victory.
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From Page 8

Calendar

kick-off to summer. This year’s free
events begin with a 5K fun run and
conclude with the traditional
cardboard boat regatta at Lake
Accotink Park. In between there’s a
car show, craft and fun fair, and book
sale. In addition, this year’s
Springfield Days features a Taste of
Springfield. Visit
www.springfielddays.com.

❖ 5K fun run and 1-mile walk. 8:30
a.m. — leave from and return to
Metro Run & Walk at 7261
Commerce Street, Springfield.

❖ Craft & Fun Fair. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at
Springfield United Methodist Church,
7047 Old Keene Mill Road. In
addition to 45 crafters and vendors,
there are activities for children,
musical entertainment, and food and
ice cream trucks.

❖ Car Show. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at
American Legion Post 176, 6520
Amherst Ave., Springfield.
Registration starts at 8 a.m.; no
charge to show a car. All makes and
models welcome including antiques,
classics street rods, muscle cars,
customs and exotics. Multiple
trophies for different classes will be
awarded.

❖ Book Sale. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at Richard
Byrd Library, 7250 Commerce St.,
Springfield. Book sale proceeds
support the Friends of Richard Byrd
Library, its children’s programs,
periodicals and more.

❖ Taste of Springfield. Noon-6 p.m.
at Springfield Town Center, Frontier
Drive.

Spring Festival 2018. Noon-4 p.m. at
Fellowship Baptist Church, 5936
Rolling Road, Springfield. Spring
Festival activities will include a
petting zoo, moon bounce, obstacle
course, remote control race course,
games for all ages, crafts, cake walk,
prizes and refreshments. Free; all are
welcome to attend. Call 703 569-
5151 or visit

www.honoringGod.org.
Fit Foodie Festival & 5K. At Old

Town Square, 10415 North St.,
Fairfax. Eat your way to the most
delicious Finish Line ever, then
celebrate at the post-run Food and
Fitness Festival with mouthwatering
bites, beer garden, culinary and
fitness demonstrations, and more.
Visit www.fitfoodierun.com for more.

Furfax Fido Fest. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at
former Westmore School Site (New
Dog Park Location), 11000 Berry St.,
Fairfax. Join the ultimutt day out and
fun for the whole family (two-legged
and four-legged). Enjoy vendors,
doggy activities, pop up dog park,
demonstrations, the K9 splash zone,
and much more. Free admission. Call
703-385-7858.

 World War I Quilts. 2 p.m. at Fairfax
Museum and Visitor Center, 10209
Main St., Fairfax. Sue Reich, quilt
historian, collector, and appraiser,
will discuss the symbolism and
designs of World War I era quilts and
textiles.

Following the talk, she will lead a
gallery tour of the exhibition: Ode to
Flanders Field: World War I Quilts
and Textiles. Free. Call 703-385-
8414.

Kidz Korner: Fit Foodie. 10:30 a.m.
in Old Town Square at the pergola,
Fairfax. A variety of children’s
activities and entertainment in Old
Town Square, Saturdays June-
September. Free show. Visit
www.fairfaxva.gov/government/
parks-recreation/old-town-square.

“The Sounds of Pohick.” 4 p.m. at
Historic Pohick Church, 9301
Richmond Highway, Lorton. The
annual concert at Historic Pohick
Church will feature St. Cecelia and
St. Alban Children’s Choirs, the
Pohick Pickers, the Pohick Bell Choir,
and the Pohick Early Church Music
Ensemble.

Admission is free, and a reception
follows in the parish hall. Call 703-
339-6572 or visit www.pohick.org.
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

I watch a little bit of television. Okay, maybe I
watch a lot of television (probably too much if
truth be told). And in the curse of watching that
television, like it or not, fast-forwarding or not,
commercials will be seen and unfortunately
heard. Sometimes, what I see and hear causes
me to interact with my television, verbally. And
even though this verbalization is rarely
responded to (other than by my wife, Dina),
these outbursts (again if truth be accurately char-
acterized) make me feel so much better.

What irritated me today – which led to this
column being written, was a television commer-
cial for a cellular phone company, an (“Approved
AARP provider since 2008”) providing “exclusive
benefits for AARP members” which, as I consider
my age, and associations which have value, I
would have to say, to quote my late father: “The
idea has merit.” The commercial featured –
among other facts and figures – endorsements
from a half a dozen or so satisfied customers.
The praise was typical of what you might
expect/hear; all good about everything: price,
service, reliability, value, etc. One woman’s com-
ments however caught my attention. I believe I
heard her correctly when she said: “Wild horses
couldn’t drag me away from ...  . “ And then off
I went.

Really? Are you kidding me? Rather than
change your cellular service, you’d consent to
being dragged behind a team of wild horses? Do
you actually mean to say that if you had your
hands and feet bound and you risked being
ripped to shreds, you still wouldn’t change carri-
ers? You can’t be serious? As Minnie Driver asked
Matt Damon in a scene from the 1997 movie
“Good Will Hunting” discussing his having stud-
ied organic chemistry “a bit”: “Are you mad?
Have you completely lost your mind?” This cus-
tomer appeared to be of sound mind but, her
comments were so ridiculous that it diminished
her value as a “spokes-customer.”

I suppose however, if one were to analyze
this amazingly, incredibly loyal comment (and
take it at face value), one would have to be
impressed. Who wouldn’t want the kind of serv-
ice whose reliability, service, value, cost, etc. was
worth dying for? For me, if the choice was
between being dragged behind a team of wild
horses – and being torn to pieces/possibly even
dying in the process, or changing cellular service
companies, I’d change in a minute or as quickly
as I could (given the phone calls required) to
avoid this Western-era torture. This woman can’t
be telling the truth, can she? I mean, it is televi-
sion where hyperbole and coercion go hand and
hand with the remote, and I imagine there was a
script involved. Nevertheless, her comments
started at the top and went up from there.
Apparently, being reasonable isn’t part of this
commercial’s equation. Their “spokes-custom-
ers” haven’t just drunk the Kool-Aid, they’ve
invited the Kool-Aid Man, pitcher and all, into
their homes and offed us viewers a drink.

The problem for me, other than I spend too
much time watching television, is that when
what I’m watching tests the bounds of believabil-
ity, be it content or especially commercials/
advertisements, it inevitably turns a positive mes-
sage into a negative one. Subsequently, my take-
away: don’t bother me with nonsense; I’m not
interested. The exact opposite of the intended
effect. If truth be told (yet again), I’m likely over-
reacting (really?) but, when a line is crossed,
sometimes I can’t go back, like Burt
Lancaster/”Moonlight Graham” couldn’t in the
1989 movie,”Field of Dreams.”

To invoke/extrapolate Capt. Woodrow F. Call
from the epic, 1989 mini-series, “Lonesome
Dove:” “I hate rude behavior in a man. Won’t
tolerate it.” Well, neither can I tolerate commer-
cials which take me for a dope. Can’t handle it.

I may not be the sharpest knife in the drawer,
but I do have a little intellect and substance to
draw upon even when I’m sitting on the couch
watching television. I haven’t completely lost my
mind, yet.

View to a
Shrill

Submit civic/community announcements at
ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and
artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at
least two weeks before event.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Assistance League of Northern Virginia, a

volunteer nonprofit, invites community members
to join the organization to participate in its
Reading Express program. Volunteers provide
one-on-one tutoring to first grade students
during the school year. To learn more contact
VP Membership Mary Gronlund at
gronbiz@aol.com or Program Coordinator Lynn
Barron at lynnieb517@verizon.net.

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
Child turning 5 years old by Sept.30? If so,

contact your child’s school to make
arrangements for kindergarten enrollment. Most
schools begin getting information together now
for parents of incoming kindergartners, and
many host an orientation or open house. All
kindergarten programs are full-day and located
in FCPS elementary schools. Check your school’s
webpage or contact the school directly for
specific enrollment information and dates of
orientationor visit www.fcps.edu/registration/
kindergarten-registration.

THURSDAY/MAY 31
Meet with Virginia WMATA

Representatives. 7-8:30 p.m. at the
Providence Community Center, 3001 Vaden
Drive, Fairfax. Virginia’s representatives to the
board of directors of the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority will meet
the public in a forum sponsored by the Northern
Virginia Transportation Commission. The event
will include a presentation focused on funding,
governance and safety, followed by a question-
and-answer session. The facility is within
walking distance of the Vienna Metro station.
Visit www.novatransit.org.

THROUGH MAY 31
Solarize Fairfax. Join the growing number of city

homeowners who harness the power of the sun
to provide electricity to their homes by
participating in the city’s third Solarize Fairfax
campaign.

Solarize Fairfax helps residents and businesses
learn how they can install and use solar power.
Call 703-517-7251 or visit
www.SolarizeCityofFairfax.org.

FRIDAY/JUNE 1
Help Children Navigate Adolescence in the

Digital Age. 10 a.m.-noon at Dunn Loring
Center for Parent Services, 2334 Gallows Road,
Entrance 1 - Room 100, Dunn Loring. What else
can parents do to keep their teenager safe on the
internet? Join Richard Stegman, FCPS
Educational Specialist, to learn the top internet
dangers for teens and seven steps for good
digital parenting. Free. Call 703-204-3941 or
visit www.fcps.edu/resources/family-
engagement/parent-resource-center.

SATURDAY/JUNE 2
Community Yard Sale. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. at The

Pines Community at Pine Meadows and Pine
Crossing Lane in Burke. Multiple location sale,
across from Lord of Life Lutheran Church.
Contact Diane Larrick at
diane.larrick@verizon.net.

MONDAY/JUNE 4
Proposed Zoning Changes Community

Meetings. 7-9 p.m. at South County High
School, 8501 Silverbrook Road, Lorton. The
Department of Planning and Zoning will hold
provide information about upcoming Zoning
Ordinance Amendments and staff will speak
one-on-one about zoning issues. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicaffairs/learn-
about-proposed-zoning-changes-may-affect-
your-neighborhood-2018-zoning-open-houses.

WEDNESDAY/JUNE 6
Rec-PAC Summer Hiring. 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at

the Herrity Building, 12055 Government Center
Parkway, Fairfax. This summer, the Fairfax
County Park Authority’s Rec-PAC summer camp
program will operate at more than three dozen
elementary school locations around Fairfax
County on weekdays July 2-Aug. 9, 8:15 a.m.-
3:45 p.m.

Applicants are required to bring an original Social
Security Card and a DMV photo ID. Must be 18
years of age or older. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/rec-pac/jobs.

Bulletin Board
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SPECIAL SAVINGS 


