
Visit Reston’s Gardens of Note 
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Shuts Down Madison 
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Reston Hosts 
‘A Star-Spangled Salute’ 
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Members of the Reston Chorale and 
Brass of the Potomac perform at A 

Star-Spangled Salute during Memo-
rial Day weekend 2018. Northrop 

Grumman supported the event.
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Phone: 703-471-7785
1398 Concord Point Lane • Reston, VA 20194

Have fun while exploring art
with First Marks Art tudio

First Marks Art tudio 
Full Day ummer Camps

Exploring drawing, painting,
sculptures, pastels, water color, 

Camp Dates:
· July 9th- 13th, Ages 6-9 yrs

· July 16th-20th, Ages 8-11 yrs

· July 23rd- 27th, Ages 9-12 yrs

· July 30th- Aug 3rd, Ages 11-14 yrs

10%
iblingDiscount

Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-214-8384

From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

Sports

See Seahawks,  Page 6

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

H
aving reached his 110-pitch limit in the bot-
tom of the seventh inning, South Lakes
pitcher Josh Taylor received a warm ova-

tion from Seahawks fans as he walked off the mound
and toward the first-base dugout on Friday at Madi-
son High School.

Taylor’s previous start ended in heartache, with
the senior surrendering a seventh-inning lead to
Yorktown in the Liberty District championship game
on May 19. Six days later, Taylor responded with a
performance that helped establish South Lakes as a
region title contender.

Taylor, the co-Region 6D Pitcher of the Year, lim-
ited perennial power Madison to four hits and a pair
of unearned runs over six-plus innings and the
Seahawks defeated the Warhawks 7-2 in the region
quarterfinals on May 25 in Vienna. South Lakes was
scheduled to face Battlefield on
Tuesday in the region semifinals,
after The Connection’s deadline.

Taylor held Madison hitless un-
til the fourth inning and allowed
just one extra-base hit throughout
the evening.

“It’s unbelievable, honestly,”
Taylor said. “The entire time I’ve
been in high school, we’ve never
beat Madison. Madison is a very
respected and very good program.”

Despite allowing just four hits, Taylor had to pitch
out of trouble on multiple occasions due to walks
and South Lakes errors. No. 9 remained calm on the
mound, however, working at a relaxed pace while
finding ways to shut down the Warhawks.

Taylor walked three in the third inning, but a 5-4-
3 double play and a fly out to center helped South
Lakes escape unscathed.

In the bottom of the fourth, Madison cut South
Lakes’ lead to 4-2 and had the bases loaded with one
out thanks to two Seahawks errors, two singles and
a base on balls. In one of the game’s most pivotal
moments, Taylor avoided further damage by getting

Madison pinch hitter Patrick Casey to ground into
an inning-ending 5-2-3 double play. Third baseman
Braden Huebsch fielded the grounder, threw home
for the force out and catcher Avery Neaves fired to
first baseman Jack Nathan for the double play.

Taylor struck out five, walked six and hit a batter.
“[Taylor] battles (and) he competes,” fourth-year

South Lakes head coach Morgan
Spencer said. “The biggest thing
about him: he’s composed. He un-
derstands that nothing happens
until he throws the baseball and I
think, really, quite honest with
you, he had them out of rhythm
because it was his time.”

Spencer pulled Taylor after he
hit Madison first baseman Josh
Gjormand to lead off the bottom

of the seventh. Senior reliever Jovani May entered
the game and closed out the Warhawks.

Madison entered the game with a 15-6 record,
having won the Concorde District championship. The
Warhawks own four state championships, including
the 2015 6A title, and routinely defeated the
Seahawks when they were both members of the Lib-
erty District. Friday’s victory over Madison was a big
step in the right direction for the South Lakes pro-
gram, which in 2015 snapped a decade-long streak
of failing to qualify for the region tournament.

“It’s a huge win — it’s a statement win for our pro-
gram,” said Spencer, who graduated from Madison

South Lakes Pitcher Taylor Shuts
Down Madison in Region Tourney
Rosner hits three-run
homer to help Seahawks
beat Warhawks.

South Lakes
senior pitcher
Josh Taylor
earned the win
against Madison
on Friday during
the Region 6D
quarterfinals.

South Lakes right
fielder Cooper
Rosner hit a
three-run home
run against
Madison on
Friday.
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“It’s a huge win —
it’s a statement win
for our program.”

—South Lakes head coach
Morgan Spencer
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Chloe Cohen, 2, of Chantilly practices
waving her flags for the  “Armed Forces
Salute.” Her great-grandfather fought in
World War II, and her grandfather served
as a reservist. Chloe’s mom, Christine, and
her dad, Mark Cohen, came to  “A Star-
Spangled Salute” to honor them.

Riot Parker, 4, of Great Falls, is ready to
make another thank you card for the
troops with Abby Hargrov. The family-fun
activity was part of “A Star-Spangled
Salute” held at Reston Town Center over
the Memorial Day weekend 2018.

News

By Mercia Hobson

 The Connection

M
ark your calendars
for Saturday, June 2
to explore a stun-

ning selection of five of Reston’s
most beautiful residential gar-
dens in four neighborhoods as
Gardens of Note presented by
The Reston Chorale returns for
another season.

The self-guided tour begins at
10 a.m. and ends at 4 p.m. fol-
lowed by the Hidden Lane Gar-
den Party. There will be plenty
of time for lingering and talk-
ing with the homeowners and
docents to learn all their hints
and tricks.   All gardens have
faced common Reston chal-
lenges - too shady, too wet, too
dry, hungry deer and rabbits,
erosion, clay and more.

Tickets are $22 in advance
and $25 on tour day. All ticket
holders may start the tour at
any location and attend the Hid-
den Lane Garden Party from 4
p.m. to 6 p.m. Tickets can be
purchased online through
www.eventbrite or in-person at
Mayflowers in Reston Town
Center, Long and Foster at 2100
Reston Parkway and Chesa-
peake Chocolates, Wines Gifts
& More in Lake Anne Village
Center.  Addresses of the gar-
dens will be provided upon
ticket purchase.

The 2018 Gardens of Note

include the:
❖ Bitzer garden in the South

Lakes neighborhood, designed
by its owner, encircling the
home with enviable views.

❖ Gohn garden in Hunters
Woods, with swaths of shrubs
and perennials and new
plantings of native varieties in
an established, treed land-
scape.

❖ Guilfoyle garden in Up-
lands, filled with the owner’s
well-chosen plantings, seating,
and garden art, that has been
a magnet for friends, family,
and neighbors over the years.

❖ Mansfield garden in Hunt-
ers Woods, with hardscapes
and plantings newly installed
in 2017, complementing a
woodland backdrop.

❖ Rhoads garden in North
Point, featuring a stream con-
structed on the property’s
slope, and a newly installed
hardscape to address run-off,
along with a multitude of
spreading perennials.

After the tour, sit back and
relax at a Garden Party at Hid-
den Lane Residential Land-
scapes.

Enjoy performances by mem-
bers of The Reston Chorale,
light refreshments, guided
property tours, insights from
landscape designers, prizes and
sales of the Perennial of the
Year, Allium Millennial, with all
proceeds donated directly to
The Reston Chorale.

For more information about
The Reston Chorale—including
upcoming events, concerts and
audition information, please
visit www.RestonChorale.org.

The Mansfield garden in Hunters Woods is set in the
shade and previously had limited use of the backyard
due to a slope.  See how things have changed.

Gardens of Note is This
Saturday, June 2 in Reston
Funds to
benefit The
Reston Chorale.
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By Mercia Hobson

 The Connection

T
he Reston Chorale honored the men and
women of the United States Armed Forces
who serve and those who made the ultimate

sacrifice during their Saturday, May 26, 2018, Reston
Town Center performance of  “A Star-Spangled Sa-
lute,” led by David B. Lang, Artistic Director, Allan
Laino, Associate Director and Tordis Fahringer, Key-
board Artist.

The 90-minute open-air concert held under the
Reston Town Center Pavilion also featured Al and
Ellen Torzilli of “Natural Selection” who performed
early in the evening and “Brass of the Potomac,” a
British-style brass band led by Music Director Steve
Bulla. The event included family activities such as
patriotic sticker tattoos, the creation of thank you
cards and donations for care packages to be shipped
to an Air Force unit serving in Southwestern Asia.
During the three years the drive has been underway,
it has provided a reported 1,000 pounds of donated
items for Fourth of July celebrations to units serving
overseas. In addition, members of the Herndon/
Reston American Legion Post #184 were on hand at
the Salute to distribute Memorial Day poppies and
accept worn-out U.S. flags, which will be retired in a
ceremony later this year. Andy Sigle, emcee for the
evening and a baritone in the Chorale described the
Salute as, “A mixture of patriotic pieces and songs
that capture the American spirit, from a great Sousa
march to an homage to our hometown Reston.”

THE PERFORMANCE opened with the Reston
Chorale singing a stunningly powerful rendition of
“The Star-Spangled Banner” followed by “I Hear
America Singing,” which Sigel told the composer
Andre Thomas described as  “transforming the jan-
gling discord of our nation into a beautiful symphony
of brotherhood.” Next up and captivating the audi-
ence hearts was a choral rendition of  “The Pledge of
Allegiance.”

“Brass of the Potomac” took to the stage next.
Drawing much of its talent from the Army, Navy,
Marine Corps and Air Force bands of the Washing-
ton, D.C. metropolitan area, the polished perfor-

mance of Serenta with its Latin American rhythm
appeared to be much enjoyed by the audience.
“American Rhapsody” was brilliantly presented, the
brass band giving off a golden light of notes with
power and might. “God Bless America” described as
a peace song by Sigle, he was told, introduced on an
Armistice Day broadcast in 1938 by Kate Smith.  The
Reston Chorale invited the audience to sing the re-
peated verse. Finally, the moment of the “Armed
Forces Salute” came where service members, mili-
tary families and veterans there that night stood or
waved their flag when they heard the song of their
branch of service. So many people proudly stood and
smiled. One of the final songs of the concert was an
exceptional performance by The Reston Chorale,
“Restonnation,” words and music composed by the
Chorale’s very own Jo Marshall. In describing the
lyrics, Sigle said,  “Marshall captured the best of
Reston” in the piece.

THE CONCERT closed with “America the Beauti-
ful” which meant to, as Sigel announced, “Remem-
ber all those who gave their lives for our country. Or,
the lyrics so beautifully put it: who more than self
their country loved, and mercy more than life.”

Reston Hosts ‘A Star-Spangled Salute’
Reston Town Center comes alive with patriotic
songs and music over the Memorial Day weekend.

Members of the Armed Forces stand and
wave their flags when they hear the song
of their branch of the service during the
“A Star-Spangled Salute” held at Reston
Town Center over Memorial Day weekend
2018.
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Opinion

By Gerald E.

Connolly

U.S. Representative

(D-11)

F
a m i l i e s
t h r o u g h
out our
c o m m u -

nity have been shaken
by the recent rise in gang activity
across the Washington region. This
is a serious issue that must be ad-
dressed with collaboration and
cooperation from all levels of gov-
ernment. We know the problem,
and now we must find the right
solution.

Fairfax County offers a model for
what our country can do to fight

gang violence.
When I was
chairman of
the Fairfax

County Board of Supervisors, we
worked with local law enforce-
ment, the business community,
and the faith and civic communi-
ties to reduce gang crime and gang
association. We hired the county’s
first gang prevention coordinator
and started tattoo and graffiti re-
moval initiatives. We collaborated
with the Boys and Girls Clubs to
launch the “Join a Club, Not a
Gang” campaign, and expanded
after school programs to all 26 of

our middle schools. And
we reached out to par-
ents to help them under-
stand the signs of gang
involvement. Thanks to
this collaboration, the
number of teenagers in-
volved in gang activity
declined by 50 percent
and the crime rate fell to

a 32-year low. Fairfax County re-
mains the safest jurisdiction of its
size in the United States.

I brought that local government
experience with me to Congress
and on a bipartisan basis, I worked
with former U.S. Rep. Frank Wolf
to secure federal funding for the
Northern Virginia Regional Gang
Task Force (NVRGTF). In fact, I
offered the last earmark for the
NVRGTF before the House Major-
ity abolished earmarks, stripping
the task force of its federal fund-
ing.

The best thing we can do is re-
sume funding for regional task
forces that focus on gang preven-
tion, intervention, and suppression
in our communities. It is not
enough to fund programs and or-
ganizations that focus solely on
prosecuting gang members after
their crimes have been committed.
We must take a well-rounded, ho-
listic approach to community
safety by restoring the federal

government’s commitment to pre-
venting these crimes from ever
being committed in the first place.

We know that collaborative pro-
grams like the Task Force work.
Regional task forces provide local
governments and law enforcement
bodies with unified organizations
that span jurisdictional boundaries
and allow for streamlined input
from various stakeholders across
a community. That is why, recently,
I introduced the Preventing Gang
Violence Act, legislation that will
increase funding for competitive
and evidence-based programs to
reduce gang violence by $18 mil-
lion.

This bipartisan legislation builds
upon our success in Fairfax County
by providing community-based
violence prevention grants to ef-
fective regional task forces across
the country.

Grant applications would be
evaluated based on a number of
factors, including an applicant’s
record of implementing best prac-
tices in gang violence prevention,
evidence of collaboration between
relevant stakeholders, an effective
grant implementation plan, and
plans for evaluating results.

In addition to its bipartisan sup-
port in Congress, this proposal has
the support of a diverse set of ex-
pert organizations, including the

National Alliance of Gang Investi-
gators Associations (NAGIA) and
the Coalition for Juvenile Justice
(CJJ). As NAGIA notes, this legis-
lation “recognizes that communi-
ties must be equipped with preven-
tion programs to keep their chil-
dren from joining gangs.” And CJJ
makes clear that the bill brings a
“community-based approach to
bear on our nation’s gang violence
problem.”

Some, most notably the Presi-
dent, would have you think
America must shut its borders.
That you cannot allow immigrants
into our country and maintain se-
curity.

We know this is a false choice,
and runs contrary to the American
and Fairfax experience. I’ve re-
jected the ant-immigrant propos-
als pushed by the Administration,
including its unconstitutional
travel ban. Our immigrant com-
munities contribute so much to the
fabric of life in Northern Virginia.
We shouldn’t drive them into the
shadows.

An ounce of prevention is worth
a pound of cure.

Fairfax County has made
progress, but we need the Federal
Government to remain a partner.
The Gang Violence Prevention Act
is a down payment on making our
communities safer.

Preventing Gang Violence

Commentary

By Kenneth R.

“Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

R
eading another
column about
the failure of

the Virginia General As-
sembly to expand Med-
icaid may be as painful for you to
read as it is for me to write. I know
I have been predicting for months
that a biennial budget would be
passed for the Commonwealth and

that it would
include an ex-
pansion of
health care

coverage for those who are not
now eligible for Medicaid. Ner-
vously I stand by that prediction.
Even the Majority Leader of the
Senate whose members have been
holding up the budget in opposi-
tion to Medicaid expansion has
been quoted in news account that
a budget will be passed and that
it will include Medicaid expansion.
So, what is the problem? And as
many constituents ask me, what
is the hold up?

Historically, biennial budgets for

the state have passed by
near-unanimous num-
bers. Not everyone has
agreed with every num-
ber or every provision of
the budget; the docu-
ment is always a bundle
of compromises that sat-
isfies as many people as

possible when there are always
strict limitations on resources.
Ironically, the addition of an ex-
panded Medicaid budget brings
hundreds of million dollars to the
budget and frees up hundreds of
millions of dollars that can be used
for education and other needs. By
not adopting an expanded pro-
gram of Medicaid, Virginia has
foregone about ten billion dollars
of federal money that required no
state match. The funds coming to
Virginia would not add to the na-
tional debt because of the tax
funding included in the Affordable
Care Act to support the program.

But I have explained the eco-
nomics of the program in many
past columns. It is a good deal for
the state and a wonderful expan-
sion of health care to those who
are most in need. What is the hold

up? Many of you have already fig-
ured out that it is the politics of
the issue. For many years it was
opposition to anything that had to
do with Obamacare. The former
President has gone on to another
career, but there have been many
unsuccessful attempts in the Con-
gress to undo his legacy as it re-
lates to health care. For those who
were part of the opposition to the
expansion for many years there
may be a problem pivoting to sup-
porting it even if there are thou-
sands of constituents who would
benefit in better health care from
it. For an even more conservative
constituent waiting in the wings
to challenge the legislator in a pri-

mary there is an opportunity to
accuse the incumbent of flip-flop-
ping on the issue.

House of Delegates members
had a “refreshing” meeting with
their voters last November. Some
of the strongest incumbent oppo-
nents to Medicaid expansion lost
their seats. A majority of the newly
elected House voted weeks ago to
pass the budget with Medicaid
expansion in it. A majority of sena-
tors support it and should be al-
lowed to vote. Those who do not
can explain their position to vot-
ers in the next election cycle lead-
ing up to the election in Novem-
ber 2019. I hope I do not have to
explain this one more time.

One More Time

Commentary

Send Father’s Day Photos
Father’s Day is Sunday, June 17, and once again this newspaper will

publish a gallery of Father’s Day photos.
Every year at this time, we put out the call for photographs of fathers

and their children, grandfathers and their children and grandchildren.
Send in photos with the following information: the town where you live,

the names of everyone in the picture, the approximate date the picture was
taken, the ages of the children and a sentence or two about what is hap-
pening and where the photograph was taken. Be sure to tell us your town
name and neighborhood. Photos are due by June 12. You can submit your
photos online at www.connectionnewspapers.com/fathersday. You can also
email photos to editors@connectionnewspapers.com.
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Body of Missing
Swimmer Recovered

The body of a 45-year-old Falls
Church City man, Kevin Ruby, was
recovered at Lake Audubon Mon-
day around 12:45 p.m. FCPD Ma-
rine Patrol and Underwater Search
and Recovery Team were assisted
by the Fire Department Search &
Rescue throughout the event. His
family has been notified. Foul play
is not suspected.  The medical ex-
aminer will determine the cause
of death. According to FCPD news
release — Ruby was competing in
a swim race at Lake Audubon, lo-
cated at 2070 Twin Branches
Road, in Reston. Police responded
with the Fire Department around
noon after a concerned family
member had not heard from Mr.
Ruby for more than an hour. Of-
ficers quickly determined he had
never reported in at the conclusion
of the race.  The lake was searched
into the evening without success.

Week in Reston

In a news release dated May 22,
2018, Virginia Governor Ralph S.
Northam announced that The Col-
lege Board located at 11955 De-
mocracy Drive in Reston Town
Center successfully competed
against Washington, D.C. for a
project, which will create 120 new
jobs and retain 614 existing jobs.

The College Board will expand
its operation into an additional
74,000 square feet it already
leases but subleases to Appian at
Democracy Tower. The mission-
driven not-for-profit organization
is based in New York City and may
best be known for helping millions
of students annually as they state
on their website: “…to prepare for
a successful transition to college
through programs and services
such as the SAT and the Advanced
Placement Program.” A reported
6000 of the world’s leading edu-
cational institutions make up its
membership association. The or-
ganization is dedicated to promot-
ing excellence and equity in edu-
cation while also performing re-
search and advocacy on behalf of
students, educators and schools.

“Fairfax County continues to at-
tract sought-after talent that en-
ables businesses to thrive, and we
are proud that this vital not-for-
profit organization chose to rein-
vest in the Commonwealth,” said
Governor Northam who approved
a $750,000 grant from the
Commonwealth’s Opportunity
Fund to assist the County with the
project.

—Mercia Hobson

The College Board
in Reston to Ex-
pand and Create
120 New Jobs
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From Page 2

Sports

Seahawks
in 1998 and played baseball for

the Warhawks. “We expected to
win, to be honest with you. We
haven’t beaten them since I’ve
been here. It’s nice that they’re not
in our conference (anymore). But
our guys believe in each other, they
believed they can do it.”

South Lakes got off to a strong
start, scoring four runs in the top
of the first inning. Neaves put the
Seahawks on the board with an
RBI single and right fielder Coo-
per Rosner followed with a three-
run homer over the left-field fence.

Rosner, who said the baseball
looked like a “beach ball” at the
plate, went 2-for-3 with a double,
a home run and three RBIs. He
nearly hit a second home run, but
his deep fly ball in the top of the
fourth inning sailed foul.

“The past four years being at
South Lakes, we didn’t really look
up to Madison, but they were kind
of like the top dogs we wanted to
take down,” Rosner said. “This is
a big moment for us. It proves to
us that we can beat anyone now
… we can do anything.”

Neaves finished 2-for-4 with a
double and two RBIs and second
baseman Ryan Dooley went 2-for-
4 with a pair of singles. Sopho-
more Jack Thompson delivered an
RBI double in the top of the fourth.

The Region 6D championship
game is scheduled for Friday, June
1.

“My class, 2018, is the first year
that coach Morgan Spencer has
had all four years at South Lakes,”
Taylor said, “and I just think it re-
ally shows how he’s turned the
program around. (He) brought us
to where we’re competing and
beating one of the best teams in
the region and possibly the state.”

Submit civic/community announce-
ments at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Assistance League of Northern

Virginia, a volunteer nonprofit,
invites community members to join
the organization to participate in its
Reading Express program. Volunteers
provide one-on-one tutoring to first
grade students during the school
year. To learn more contact VP
Membership Mary Gronlund at
gronbiz@aol.com or Program
Coordinator Lynn Barron at
lynnieb517@verizon.net.

STEM Professionals Needed. Help
assist K-12 STEM teachers as part of
the American Association for the
Advancement of Science’s STEM
Volunteer Program,
stemvolunteers.org, during the 2018-
19 school year. In the 2017-18 school
year, there are 85 volunteers in six
Northern Virginia school districts.

Bulletin Board

See Bulletin,  Page 7
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

I watch a little bit of television. Okay, maybe I
watch a lot of television (probably too much if
truth be told). And in the curse of watching that
television, like it or not, fast-forwarding or not,
commercials will be seen and unfortunately
heard. Sometimes, what I see and hear causes
me to interact with my television, verbally. And
even though this verbalization is rarely
responded to (other than by my wife, Dina),
these outbursts (again if truth be accurately char-
acterized) make me feel so much better.

What irritated me today – which led to this
column being written, was a television commer-
cial for a cellular phone company, an (“Approved
AARP provider since 2008”) providing “exclusive
benefits for AARP members” which, as I consider
my age, and associations which have value, I
would have to say, to quote my late father: “The
idea has merit.” The commercial featured –
among other facts and figures – endorsements
from a half a dozen or so satisfied customers.
The praise was typical of what you might
expect/hear; all good about everything: price,
service, reliability, value, etc. One woman’s com-
ments however caught my attention. I believe I
heard her correctly when she said: “Wild horses
couldn’t drag me away from ...  . “ And then off
I went.

Really? Are you kidding me? Rather than
change your cellular service, you’d consent to
being dragged behind a team of wild horses? Do
you actually mean to say that if you had your
hands and feet bound and you risked being
ripped to shreds, you still wouldn’t change carri-
ers? You can’t be serious? As Minnie Driver asked
Matt Damon in a scene from the 1997 movie
“Good Will Hunting” discussing his having stud-
ied organic chemistry “a bit”: “Are you mad?
Have you completely lost your mind?” This cus-
tomer appeared to be of sound mind but, her
comments were so ridiculous that it diminished
her value as a “spokes-customer.”

I suppose however, if one were to analyze
this amazingly, incredibly loyal comment (and
take it at face value), one would have to be
impressed. Who wouldn’t want the kind of serv-
ice whose reliability, service, value, cost, etc. was
worth dying for? For me, if the choice was
between being dragged behind a team of wild
horses – and being torn to pieces/possibly even
dying in the process, or changing cellular service
companies, I’d change in a minute or as quickly
as I could (given the phone calls required) to
avoid this Western-era torture. This woman can’t
be telling the truth, can she? I mean, it is televi-
sion where hyperbole and coercion go hand and
hand with the remote, and I imagine there was a
script involved. Nevertheless, her comments
started at the top and went up from there.
Apparently, being reasonable isn’t part of this
commercial’s equation. Their “spokes-custom-
ers” haven’t just drunk the Kool-Aid, they’ve
invited the Kool-Aid Man, pitcher and all, into
their homes and offed us viewers a drink.

The problem for me, other than I spend too
much time watching television, is that when
what I’m watching tests the bounds of believabil-
ity, be it content or especially commercials/
advertisements, it inevitably turns a positive mes-
sage into a negative one. Subsequently, my take-
away: don’t bother me with nonsense; I’m not
interested. The exact opposite of the intended
effect. If truth be told (yet again), I’m likely over-
reacting (really?) but, when a line is crossed,
sometimes I can’t go back, like Burt
Lancaster/”Moonlight Graham” couldn’t in the
1989 movie,”Field of Dreams.”

To invoke/extrapolate Capt. Woodrow F. Call
from the epic, 1989 mini-series, “Lonesome
Dove:” “I hate rude behavior in a man. Won’t
tolerate it.” Well, neither can I tolerate commer-
cials which take me for a dope. Can’t handle it.

I may not be the sharpest knife in the drawer,
but I do have a little intellect and substance to
draw upon even when I’m sitting on the couch
watching television. I haven’t completely lost my
mind, yet.

View to a
Shrill

Bulletin

From Page 6

Contact Don Rea at 571-551- 2488, or
donaldrea@aol.com.

Volunteer Adult Mentors Needed. Help assist
the Department of Family Services’ BeFriendA-
Child mentoring program. The mentors provide
opportunities for companionship, guidance and
support to children who have been abused and
neglected, or who are at risk of abuse and
neglect. Contact Ibrahim Khalil at
Ibrahim.khalil@fairfaxcounty.gov or 703-324-
4547.

PARENTS HELPING PARENTS
Parent Support Partners, a service of the

Healthy Minds Fairfax initiative, are all parents
who have received training and are qualitied to
offer education, support and assistance at no
cost to families or caregivers. They provide
reliable information that families can use in
decision-making and are familiar with services
and resources that can help families in distress.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
healthymindsfairfax or www.nami-
northernvirginia.org/parent-peer-support.html.

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
Child turning 5 years old by Sept.30? If so,

contact your child’s school to make
arrangements for kindergarten enrollment. Most
schools begin getting information together now
for parents of incoming kindergartners, and
many host an orientation or open house. All
kindergarten programs are full-day and located
in FCPS elementary schools. Check your school’s
webpage or contact the school directly for
specific enrollment information and dates of
orientationor visit www.fcps.edu/registration/
kindergarten-registration.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 30
Call for Candidates. Reston Citizens Association

(RCA) announces elections will be held from
June 7-22 for four district seats and four at-large
seats for its Board of Directors. Restonians
interested in joining the RCA Board are invited
to file completed candidate forms by May 30,
2018. Download an application at bit.ly/
2018RCAapp. Email elections@rcareston.com
with questions.

THURSDAY/MAY 31
Meet with Virginia WMATA

Representatives. 7-8:30 p.m. at the
Providence Community Center, 3001 Vaden
Drive, Fairfax. Virginia’s representatives to the
board of directors of the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority will meet
the public in a forum sponsored by the Northern
Virginia Transportation Commission. The event
will include a presentation focused on funding,
governance and safety, followed by a question-
and-answer session. The facility is within
walking distance of the Vienna Metro station.
Visit www.novatransit.org.

FRIDAY/JUNE 1
Help Children Navigate Adolescence in the

Digital Age. 10 a.m.-noon at Dunn Loring
Center for Parent Services, 2334 Gallows Road,
Entrance 1 - Room 100, Dunn Loring. What else
can parents do to keep their teenager safe on the
internet? Join Richard Stegman, FCPS
Educational Specialist, to learn the top internet
dangers for teens and seven steps for good
digital parenting. Free. Call 703-204-3941 or
visit www.fcps.edu/resources/family-
engagement/parent-resource-center.

SUNDAY/JUNE 3
Baccalaureate Interfaith Graduation

Ceremony. 5 p.m. at Herndon United
Methodist Church, 701 Bennett St., Herndon.
Herndon High School along with Herndon
United Methodist Church invites Herndon High
School seniors and their families to an Interfaith
Graduation Service. Refreshments served. Free.
Email Sheri@herndonumc.org for more.

FRIDAY/JUNE 8
Catholic Business Network to Honor Mark

Ingrao. 11:30 a.m. at Hyatt Regency Dulles,
2300 Dulles Corner Blvd., Herndon. The
Catholic Business Network (CBN) is honoring
five Catholic Chief Executive Officers of
Northern Virginia’s largest Chambers of
Commerce. Those attending will enjoy
networking, a plated lunch, panel discussion and
a brief awards program. Visit cbnnova.org.
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Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
Photography Exhibit “Liquid

Beauty.” Through June 25, 9 a.m.-8
p.m. at the JoAnne Rose Gallery,
Reston Community Center at Lake
Anne, 1609-A Washington Plaza,
Reston. The Reston Photographic
Society, a special interest group of
the League of Reston Artists, invited
photographers to enter their work in
the “RPS at Lake Anne” show. Entries
will be judged and $1,000 in prizes
will be awarded at the reception on
Sunday, June 3 from 2-4 p.m. at the
gallery. Free and open to the public.
Visit www.leagueofrestonartists.org
for more.

Twitterpated: Animated Adoration
at ArtInsights. Through June 30 at
ArtInsights, 11921 Freedom Drive,
Reston. ArtInsights celebrates
Devoted Couples of Disney, with
images of Lady and Tramp, Pongo
and Perdita, Mickey and Minnie,
Thumper and Miss Bunny, Belle and
The Beast, and more, including new
releases by official Disney concept
and production artists.

Call 703-478-0778 or visit
artinsights.com.

Art Exhibit – Mike Cloud: Figure
Studies. Through July 7, Tuesday-
Saturday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. at GRACE,
12001 Market St., Suite 103, Reston.
Mike Cloud: Figure Studies presents
a selection of works by Brooklyn-
based artist Mike Cloud (b. 1974,
Chicago) that consider language,
symbolism, metaphor, history, and
identity through the examination of
the figure. Based around a single
monumental painting, Cycle and

Stable (2015), the exhibition
includes the artist’s series of collages
based on the work of photographer
Annie Leibovitz and new paintings.
Call 703-471-9242 or visit
restonarts.org.

Reston Concerts on the Town.
7:30-10 p.m. Saturdays, June
through August. At Reston Town
Center Pavilion, 11900 Market St.,
Reston. Music genres from around

the nation are performed by live
bands each week. Bring lawn chairs
or picnic blankets for seating. Free.
Rain or shine. Alcohol permitted at
restaurants only. Visit
www.restontowncenter.com/
concerts.

Muscle Up Mondays. 6:30 p.m. Meets
Mondays, May through October, at
Pavilion at Reston Town Center,
11900 Market St., Reston. Free

fitness classes presented by CRUNCH
Fitness-Reston group instructors. (No
class on Memorial Day, May 28.) Call
571-267-5000 or visit
crunchreston.com Facebook.com/
CrunchReston.

Mr. Knick Knack! 10:30-11:15 a.m.
May through October. At Reston
Town Center Pavilion. Free
performances of heart-centered music
for children. No performances on
Memorial Day, Labor Day, or
Columbus Day. Visit
www.restontowncenter.com/events.

Reston Farmers Market. Open
Saturdays, through Dec. 1, 8 a.m.-
noon at 1609 Washington Plaza N.,
Reston. Fairfax County Park
Authority markets are strictly
producer-only meaning that vendors
must grow or make from scratch
everything they bring to market. Call
703-642-0128 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
farmersmarkets.

Homegrown Yoga. Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday nights at
ArtSpace Herndon, 750 Center St.,
Herndon. Alison Adams is bringing
Homegrown Yoga to ArtSpace
Herndon. All levels welcome. Drop in
and take a class. $25 two week
unlimited pass or drop-in available.
Visit
www.homegrownpoweryoga.com to
sign up.

The Elden Street Tea Shop.
Saturdays in ArtSpace Herndon, 750
Center St., Herndon. Sip tea and
enjoy a variety of locally made snacks
and pastries while enjoying the latest
art installations in the gallery. Visit
www.eldenstreettea.com.

Small Business Support Sundays.
Visit independent stores and
restaurants, and those that support
small businesses at Reston Town
Center,

offering specials, discounts, tastings, and
localized treats every Sunday. Visit
SmallBusinessSupportSundays.com.

All-comers’ Group Fun Run at
Potomac River Running.
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Reston
Town Center, 11900 Market St.,
Reston. For beginners or competitive
runners, come out for a fun, low-key
run that is safe and social. Call 703-
689-0999 potomacriverrunning.com.

Over-40 Softball League. A Fairfax-
based league is looking for enough
players to form another team. Players
must be at last 40 years of age to be
eligible. All games are doubleheaders
- played on Sundays at Bready Park
in Herndon between 11 a.m. and 6
p.m. If interested, email
skeduman@aol.com for more.

IMPROVING ENGLISH
One-To-One English Conversation.

Mondays, 1 p.m. at Reston Library,
Reston Library, 11925 Bowman
Towne Drive, Reston. Free. Multiple
one-on-one practice sessions with a
volunteer are available each week.
Call 703-689-2700 to reserve a spot.

Pre-Beginners. Wednesdays 10-11
a.m. at Reston Library, Reston
Library, 11925 Bowman Towne
Drive, Reston. Free. Call 703-689-
2700 to reserve a spot.

Beginners. Tuesdays 10-11 a.m. with
Beth; Thursdays 10-11 a.m. with
Genie; Fridays 10-11 a.m. with Ivan.
At Reston Library, Reston Library,
11925 Bowman Towne Drive,
Reston. Free. Call 703-689-2700 to
reserve a spot.

Intermediate. Mondays 10-11 a.m.
with Rick; Wednesdays, 1-2 p.m.
with Susan; Wednesdays 2-3 p.m.
with Sharoni. At Reston Library,
Reston Library, 11925 Bowman
Towne Drive, Reston. Free. Call 703-
689-2700 to reserve a spot.

Entertainment

Zachary Oxman with his sculpture Convergence.

Artist Talk
The artist will talk about his new public artwork “Convergence” at Aperture, as

well as “Untold Stories” at Lake Anne Village Center, and other public artworks.
He will also reflect on growing up in Reston and how it impacted his creative jour-
ney. Thursday, May 31, 6-8 p.m. at Aperture at Reston Station, 11410 Reston
Station Blvd., Reston. The Artist Talk is free and open to the public, however space
is limited. RSVP to RSVP@publicartreston.org. Call 703-880-1177 or visit
www.publicartreston.org for more.
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